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This  report  cousittts  of  tbirteen  volames. 

Voliiine  I  contaiDS  the  report  of  the  committee  and  the  views  of  the  minority. 


>  Yolame  n  coiktains  the  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  in  relation  to  North  Caro- 
lina, and  the  report  of  the  trials  in  tbe  United  States  circuit  coart  held  Q,i  Raleigh, 
.Korth  Carolina. 

Volames  m,  IV,  and  V  contain  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  in  relation  to 
|Soath  Carolina,  and  the  report  of  the  trials  in  the  United  States  t^ircnit  court  held  at 
CQlnmbia,  South  Carolina.    Index  to  the  three  volumes  is  contained  in  volume  III. 

Volames  VI  and  VII  contain  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  in  relation  to  Geor- 
gia.  Index  is  contained  in  volume  VI. 

« 

Volumes  VIII,  IX,  and  X  contain  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  in  relation  to 
Alabsuna.    Index  is  contained  in  volume  VIII. 

Volumes  XI  and  XII  contain  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  in  relation  to  Mis- 
sisfiippi.    Index  is  contained  in  volume  XI. 

Volume  Xm  contains  miscellaneous  testimony  taken  by  the  committee,  testimony 
in  relation  to  Florida,  and  miscellaneous  documents. 
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ABERCROBfBIE,  ROBERT  H.,  testimony  pf. 1103-1113 

resident  of  Tuskegee,  Macon  County ;  native  of  the  State;  a  lawyer 1103 

a  democrat;  was  in  the  confederate  army 1111 

pwticolars  of  the  attack  on  James  H.  Alston,  and  the  riot  growing  out  of  it,  1104, 1105, 

1108.1109,1110,1113 

character  of  Alston  and  Bill  Dougherty 1106,1107 

inflamnlatory  speeches  made  by  Alston 1108 

perfect  qaiet,  peace,  and  harmony  now  prevail  between  the  whites  and  blacks 
in  Macon  County ;  reduction  in  the  number  of  votes  since  the  attack  on 

Alston 1111 

a  large  nnmber  of  democratic  negroes  in  Macon  County 1111,1112 

reason  for  this  change  of  politics ;  relative  party  vote 1112 

Abrahams,  Judge,  efforts  to  get  him^utof  office 1777,1778, 1779 

Abrahams,  Judge,  how  he  obtained  ma  office 1779, 1780 

ABRAHAMS,  WILLIAM  THOMAS,  testimony  of. 1*37^-1387 

resident  of  McKinley,  Marengo  County ;   a  physician ;  was  justice  of  the 

peace 1378 

was  president  of  the  Loyal  League  of  McKinley ;  was  not  a  republican 1382 

his  object  in  joining 1382, 1383 

his  vote  for  Mr.  Hay  his  only  republican  one 1384 

the  county  has  always  been  peaceable  and  quiet,  with  the  usual  exceptions  of 

lawlessness .1378,1379 

serious  disturbance  of  the  peace  of  McKinley  threatened  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1871,  in  connection  with  political  meeting  to  be  addressed  by  William 

B.  Jones ! 1379,1380,1384 

steps  taken  to  preserve  the  peace  hi  meeting  to  be  held  October  28,  1871,  to  be 

addres8e4  by  W.B.Jones 1380,1381 

character  and  objects  of  Mr.  Jones 1381,1385,1386,1387 

Union  League  existed  in  Marengo  in  1867,  and  continued  but  a  short  time ;  its 

nature,  object,  <SfC 1382,1383,1384 

pfurposes  of  the  negroes  in  assembling  at  McKinley 1 379, 1 380, 1384, 1385 

several  democratic  negroes  in  McKinley ;  had  a  club  in  1868  numbering  sixty 

or  seventy 1386 

general  behavior  of  the  negroes  quiet  and  orderly 1387 

Acklyn,  Peter,  hanging  of 929 

Adams,  BiU,  killing  ot  negro,  by 1043, 1044 

ABLER,  EMANUEL,  testimony  of 1557 

resident  of  Demopolis  ;  a  merchant ; 1557 

agreed  to  employ  Mr.  Neibling  as  book-keeper,  but  released  him  from  the  en- 
gagement at  his  own  request ;  was  told  that  if  he  employed  him  it  would 

injure  his  business 1557 

Affidavits 146-153,576,1185-1242 

Alexander,  Jasper,  taken  irom  jail,  hanged,  and  shot,  1578, 1596, 1604, 1605, 1624, 1627-1629, 

1631,1671, 1798, 1799, 1808, 1809, 1904, 1905, 1956, 1964 

Alibi,  the  general  form  of  defense ,. 493,539 

discharged  upon  defense  of  >t 535,537,538,591,1009 

in  ease  of  Morris  Dunn 1923-1927 

Charles  Bran. 1933 

AUdredge,  Edward,  shooting  at 756 

ALLDKEDGE,  ENOCH,  testimony  of 964-993 

resident  of  Blount  County  for  thirty  years ;  member  of  the  legislature 984 

a  democrat ;  sent  to  the  legislature  for  twenty-two  sessions 985 

character  of  William  Shepard  and  Samuel  Morton 9a4,988,989 

vespecting  the  deformed  child  of  Toung  Horton 964,965 

so  difficulty  in  executing  the  law  in  the  county  ;  peace  and  good  order  prevail ; 
BOt  true  that  Horton  was  driven  out  of  Uie  county,  but  that  he  engaged  in  an 
anti-Ku-Klux  raid,  was  indicted,  and  ran  away 965 
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ALLDREDGE,  iJNOCH,  testimony  of— Continued. 

on  this  snti-Kn-Klux  raid  parties  were  notified  to  leave  or  tbej  would  be 

hanged 985,986 

names  of  parties  who  so  informed  him ;  character  of  the  dfsturbances  in  that 

region 986 

whipping  of  Horton,  and  its  caase 986, 987 

supposes  there  was  a  Ku-Kloz  Elan  ;  character  of  its  membership,  &.c.,--  -9S7, 988, 992 

no  prejudice  against  white  republicans 988 

knows  of  no  Ku-Klux  brougnt  to  justice;  character  of  Captain  Berry 990 

state  of  feeling  between  those  who  served  in  the  Federal  and  confederate  armies; 
James  Ketchum  taken  from  jail  and  shot ;  character  of  Thomas  Nation,  and 

outrage  upon  him  by  disguised  men^ 991 

no  necessity  for  the  Ku-Klux  organization :  shooting  of  Sheriff  Murphy ;  meet- 
ings for  disapproval  of  Ku-Klux 992 

Alston,  James  H.,  attempt  to  bribe..,. 1018 

Alston,  James  H.,  character,  standing,  &c.,  of 1029, 103G,  J037, 1061, 1062, 1067, 1068, 

1106,1107 

Alston,  James  H.,  shooting  of 229, 1017, 1018, 1023, 1029, 1031, 1036, 1037, 1059, 1060, 

1061, 1068, 1069, 1091, 1092, 1094, 1090),  1097, 1104, 1105, 1 108-11 10, 1113 

ALSTON,  JAMES  H.,  (colored,)  testimony  of 1016-1022 

has  been  living  in  Montgomery  for  sixteen  months,  but  his  home  is  Tuskegee. .         1016 

representative  of  Macon  County J0I7 

was  appointed  to  canvass  the  third  district;  a  shoemaker  and  a  musician  ....         1018 

a  slave,  and  in  confederate  army 1019, 1020 

bom  in  South  Carolina 1021 

had  to  leave  Tuskegee  to  keep  from  being  shot  an<f  to  keep  his  wife  from  being 
shot ;  charter  from  the  grand  council  of  the  Union  League  of  America,  con- 
stituting him  and  his  associates  a  council  at  Tuskegee ;  council  instituted ; 

changed  to  a  republican  club  when  the  League  died  out 1017 

was  shot,  in  June,  1870,  through  the  blinds,  by  abandof  men 1017, 1018 

his  wife  and  child  struck  with  the  shot;  was  offered  $3,000  by  Mr.  Robert 

Johnson  to  use  his  in£uence  in  favor  of  the  democrats 1018 

was  influential  with  the  colore^  people ;  his  club  numbered  four  or  five  hun- 
dred;   received  a  threatening  letter  from  the  Ku-Klux;   Ku-Klux  notice 

posted  on  the  bridge 1019 

no  one  punished  for  shooting  him 1020 

waited  on  b v  a  committee  and  ordered  to  leave 1021 

was  pursued,  took  to  the  woods,  then  to  the  swamp,  where  he  remained  ten 

days ;  then  walked  to  Montgomery 1022 

Alston,  James  U.,  wounding  of  wite  and  child  of .' 1U18 

Amnesty,  probable  effect  of.  Hay's  opinion  as  to 16, 21, 22 

Lindsay's 200 

Clanton's 237,243,249 

Petlus's 390.395 

Pugh's 407,412 

Speed's : 425 

Richardson's 822,848,651 

refusal  to  grant,  a  cause  of  irritation 34, 192, 200, 4^37 

the  true  policy 98 

colored  people  favor 455 

republican  party  favor 1183 

republican  convention  favors - - 504,505 

granted  by  State  legislature 509 

Appendix  to  testimony  of  William  B.  Jones 470-475 

Applegate,  A.  J.,  £x-Lieutenant  Governor,  charges  against 879-881 

Armfield,  Mr.,  implicated  in  the  killing  of  Thomas 1672 

Arms,  carrying  of. 75,1166,1318,1686,1835,1836 

Arms,  colored  people  deprived  of,  683, 689, 723,^43, 779, 813,^62, 863, 914, 915, 917, 927-931, 

1102, 1165, 1167, 1195, 1233 

Arsbern,  Robert,  identified  by  Vix 1196 

Asheville,  disturbance  at 1170,1171,1217-1220 

Austin,  James,  whipping  of 722 

B. 

Baker,  John,  whipping  of 1016 

Baker,  Joseph,  wnipping  of 1016 

Baker,  Mr.,  identified  by  Few 1083, 1084 

Baibee,Mr.,  killing  of 721 
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BarbeeiMr.,  (preacher,)  whippiDg  of. 715,716 

Barber, Mr.,  killing  of 615 

Barnes,  Mr.,  receives  Kn-Klux  letters 4 1138 

BATTLE,  CULLEN  A.,  testimony  of 1059-1U72 

resident  of  Tnskegee,  Macon  Conntj ;    a  major  general  in  the  confederate 

army ;  a  lawyer ;  has  been  engaged  in  plantmg , 1059 

five  negroes  arrested  upon  affidavit  of^  James  H.  Alston,  for  the  outrage  upon 

him ;  their  preliminary  trial,  and  what  was  developed  therein 1059, 1068, 1069 

large  combinations  of  negroes  for  the  protection  of  Alston  dispersed  by  witness 

and  his  organization,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  sherifif •  1060 

Alston  waited  on  by  a  committee  and  advised  to  leave ;  contradiction  of  Alston's 

testimony 1061 

character  of  Alston ♦ 1061,1062,1067,1068 

case  of  William  Dougherty 1062,1065 

he  was  hung  in  e&gy 1064, 1065 

attack  on  Zion  church,  and  the  cause  of  it 1063,1065,1066,1071 

Sweet  Gum  church  burned  ;  politics  of  Dr.  W.  J.  Gautier 1064, 1 007 

character  of  William  Dougherty 1064,1065,1070 

the  negroes  generally  republican 1066 

policy  of  the  democrats,  conciliation ;  it  is  not  very  successful ;  cause  of  the 

reduction  in  the  colored  vote  of  the  county ; 1067 

no  discrimination  by  juries  against  colored  people  on  account  of  color  or  radi- 
cal proclivities  1069,1070 

does  not  believe  a  Ku-Klux  organization  evpr  existed  in  East  Alabama 1070 

character  of  Mr.  Butler  and  Mr.  Bowen ;  general  conduct  of  the  colored  people . .        1071 

Baxley,  Mr.,  beaten,  cut,  and  stabbed  by  negroes 375 

Beamer,  John,  outrage  on  negro  by i:i88 

Beasley,  Caleb,  wife  and  child,  whipping  of 928 

Bcasley,  Mr.,  raid  on  house  of...l 1675 

BEGGS,  WILLIAM,  testimony  of 1953-1955 

resident  of  Livingston,  Sumter  County ;   a  farmer 1953 

took  the  census  last  year ;  is  tax-collector 1954 

whipping  of  negroes  to  drive  them  from  the  employ  of  Mr.  Wiley ;  association 

of  citizens  to  suppress  violence  and  lawlessness 1954, 1 955 

killing  of  Coblentz ;  Jasper  taken  from  jail  and  killed ;  Prater  released  from 

jail;  shooting  of  George  Houston i 1954 

Bell,  Davis,  identified  by  Reynolds 1J86 

Bell,  Frank,  beaten  with  a  board 1232 

Bell,  Timone,  taking  of  gun  of ". 927 

Belmont,  riot  at 1452,1581,1582,1666,1667 

BENNETT,  GRANVILLE,  (colored, )  testimony  of 1734-1745 

has  lived  in  Sumter  County  about  thirty-six  years 1734 

Mr.  Anderson  Young's  son  killed  in  the  fall  of  1870 .*. .  1735, 1743 

Dennis  Sledge  and  another  negro  killed ;  Enoch  Sledge  (colored)  wounded ; 

Danger  Godfrey's  ears  cut  off 1736 

Coblentz  killed  ;  George  Houston  shot ;  Richard  Burk  killed  ;  Isaiah  Hunter 

killed  and  his  house  and  body  burned 1737 

Jerrv  Clark  and  Yankee  Ben  killed ;  a  heap  of  colored  people  whipped 17'38 

intimidation  of  voters 1738,1739,1741,1742,1744 

many  colored  people  vote  the  democratic  ticket  to  live  in  peace ;  school-houses 

burned ;  the  people  getting  discouraged  and  talking  of  going  to  Kansas  . . .        1739 
the  people  are  not  as  well  off  as  they  were  in  slavery ;  no  one  to  protect  them ; 

dangerous  to  vote  the  radical  ticket  in  Sumter ;  Leverett  whipped    1740 

no  one  punished  by  the  courts  for  whipping  or  killing  colored  people  ;  inter- 
ruption of  the  meeting  at  which  Governor  Parsons  and  Smith  were  speaking.        1741 

character,  politics,  &c.,  of  Syd  Porter 1742, 1743 

Isaiah  Hunter  killed 1744 

BERRY,  ISAAC  MARION,  testimony  of 769-780 

forty  years  old ;  lives  in  Blount  County ;  was  six  months  in  the  rebel  army, 

and  two  years  in  the  Federal  Army ;  a  Union  man 769 

took  the  census  last  year  in  Blount  County 770 

many  outrages  in  Blount  County  upon  loyal  men  by  disguised  bands 769 

they  commenced  about  the  time  of  the  presidential  election  ;  their  organization 

kept  up  to  the  present  time ;  outrage  upon  Thomas  Nation 770 

house  of  James  Wooden  raided  and  his  colored  people  run  off;  raid  on  Mrs. 

Russell's  house 771 

whipping  of  a  girl  in  Marshall  County 771, 772 

Thomas  Pointer  driven  from  home  on  account  of  having  been  a  grand  juror 

and  in  the  Federal  Army ;  James  Austin  whipped 772 
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BERRY,  ISAAC  MARION,  testimony  of— Contiuued. 

Lina  King  whipped ;  Eu-Kluxing  of  the  Hortons ;  killing  of  Sheriff  Mnrphj.  773 
raid  on  house  of  Judge  Charlton,  in  Summerville,  Morgan  Countj;  his  repub- 
licanism the  cause 774 

number  of  outrages  in  Blount  County 774, 775 

no  prosecutions  for  these  outrages  have  been  instituted  ;  Eetchum  taken  from 
jail  and  hung ;  strength  of  Ku-Klux  in  Blount  County ;  Ku-Klnx  order 
approved  by  the  older  people ;  the  order  too  strong  for  the  law  to  deal 
with  ;  a  jury  could  not  be  impaneled  without  one  or  more  Ku-Klux  being 

on  it • 775 

lurches  burned  ;  no  colored  schools  in  Blount  County  ;  republicans  favor  and 
democrats  oppose  the  education  of  negroes  ;  democratic  opposition  to  fifteenth 

amendment  and  to  equal  rights  for  the  negroes 776 

intimidati  3n  of  vrters ^ 777 

killing  of  Judge  Charlton 777,778,779,780 

organization  of  Union  men  against  Ku-Klux,  and  its  effect 778, 779 

disarming  of  negroes  by  disguised  men 779 

Beville,  Sheriff,  character,  standing,  &c. ,  of 1815, 1819, 1825, 1R26 

Biogham,  Mr.,  burning  of  house  of 1293 

Binns,  Mr.,  killing  of,  by  Jasper  Alexander 1626,1629,1671 

Birdsong,  Mr.,  killing  of  McKee  by 659 

Black  Cavalry,  the 1126,1136 

Blackford,  WilUamT.;  character,  standing,  &c.,  of 1475, 1484-1486,1490,1492-1494. 

1498, 1499, 1501-1503, 1518-15^0, 1523, 1524, 1588, 1589, 1855, 1856 

outrage  on 1272, 1475-1478, 1483, 1484, 1493-1497, 1525, 1526, 1529, 1856, 1985 

resignation  from  office  of 1477, 1486, 1487, 1492, 149S,  1503, 150-1 

^        renounces  his  political  views 1492,1499, 1500 

BLACKFORD,  WILLIAM  T.,  testimony  of 1271-1302 

resident  of  Greensborough,  Halo  County ;  was  probate  judge ;  was  a  physician.        1271 
has  lived  in  the  State  since  February,  1857 ;  was  a  Union  man ;  afler  the  seces- 
sion of  the  State  was  tried  by  a  vigilance  committee  for  his  fidelity  to  the 

Union  ;  was  surgeon  in  the  confederate  army,  without  a  commission 1271 

special  agent  Post-Office  Department 1291 

was  not  under  disabilities 1300 

search  made  for  witness  by  disguised  men  at  the  house  of  his  mother-in-law, 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Nutting,  January,  1871 ;  his  clothing  torn  to  pieces 1272 

his  office  also  searched,  and  his  hat  and  some  clothes  taken,  by  the  same  party  ; 
McCrary  released  from  jail  by  them ;  Mrs.  Nutting's  house  fired  into ;  wit- 
ness escaped  to  the  woods,  through  information  received  from  a  negro  whom 

the  party  had  captured  and  afterward  released 1273 

was  advised  by  a  friend,  a  gentleman  of  prominence  in  the  State,  that  he  would 
not  bo  permitted  to  hold  the  office  of  probate  judge  any  longer,  and  that  he 
had  better  resign  for  bis  personal  security,  and  leave  the  country  ;  acceded, 
and  entered  into  negotiations  for  the  sale  of  his  property ;  was  compelled  to 

lie  out  at  night 1274 

notifies  Grovemor  R.  B.  Lindsay  by  letter,  and  the  sheriff  sends  a  report  of  the  out- 
rage ;  who  responded  by  asking  Colonel  Jones  and  others  to  organize  the 

militia ;  no  company  raised 1275 

was  waited  on  by  a  committee  of  citizens,  and  negotiations  for  the  sale  of  his 
property  finally  effected  by  them  through  appraisers;  titles  examined  and 

sale  concluded,  at  ^,500 1275,1276 

visits  Grovernor  Lindsay ;  the  conversation  had  ;  fails  to  obtain  protection 1276, 1299 

lies  out  seven  nights  without  shelter,  three  of  them  rainy,  all  very  cold,  and  eight 
or  nine,  part  of  the  time  in  negro  cabins  and  part  in  the  woods ;  contracted 

the  erysipelas  in  consequence 1277 

finally  escaped  to  Selma,  thence  to  Louisville 1277,1278 

received  eleven  Eu-Klux  notices  in  1868 ;  substance  of  these  notices 1278 

character  of  the  speeches  made  by  witness  during  the  campaign  of  1868 1279, 1301 

no  ground  of  opposition  to  his  holding  office,  except  that  he'was  a  republican, 

and  held  under  the  new  constitation 1279 

election  statistics  of  Hale  County 1279,1280 

intimidation  of  voters 1280,1290 

details  of  organization,  extent,  &c.,  of  the  Eu-Klux 1280, 1282,1283 

debate  in  sub-committee  on  the  point  of  requiring  witness  to  g^ve  the  name  of 

the  party  from  whom  he  obtained  this  information  of  the  Ku-Klux  order 1281 

attempted  release  of  Peyton  McDonald  from  the  Greensborough  jail  by  dis- 
guised men ;  and  of  a  prisoner  from  the  Marion  jail,  in  Perry  County ;  Mr. 

Williams,  probate  judge,  Perry  County,  compelled  to  leave 1283 

confirm  ation  of  the  truth  of  the  statoments  about  the  Ku-Klux  order 1284 
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BLACKFORD,  WILLIAM  T.,  testimony  of— Continned. 

negro  prayer-meeting,  Auga^t  19,  1871,  shot  into,  and Fletcher  (colored) 

wounded , 1284 

negro  killed :  Philip  Green's  bouse  burned ;  two  negroes  murdered ;  negroes  of 

Hale  County  feel  entirely  insecure 1285 

general  reception  and  treatm«  nt  of  troops  by  citizens 1  '285, 1286, 1287, 1297 

Mr.  Clause  knocked  down  ar.d  cut  by  soldiera,  for  his  activity  at  the  election. .         1286 

attempt  to  assassinate  witness  by  soldiers 1286, 1287 

the  facts  reported  to  the  comuianding  officer ;  nothing  done 1287 

white  people  of  Hale  County  aud  the  district  have  the  same  animosity  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  Slates  that  they  had  in  1861 ;  the  Government 

cursed  and  denounced 1287,1388 

they  l^ve  never  become  reconciled  to  negro  suffrage ;  if  they  had  the  power 
they 'would  repeal  the  fifteenth  amendment  and  ail  others,  and  ^o  out  of  the 
Government ;  bitter  opposition  to  negro  schools,  and  their  maintenance  by 
taxation ;  a  large  number  of  school-houses  and  churches  burned ;  general       |        t 

treatment  of  the  negro  by  the  land-owners.* 12881 

administration  of  justice 1288,1289 

probable  effect  of  removal  of  disabilities 1288,1289 

knows  not  a  single  instance  of  any  punishment  having  been  inflicted  on  bands 

\      of  disguised  men 1289 
labor  contracts ;  took  his  stock  to  Kentucky ;  resigned  his  o$ce  beitre  leaving 
the  State  ;  it  was  accepted,  and  a  democrat  appointed  in  his  place 1290 

has  visited  Greensborough  several  times  on  Saturday  night,  leaving  again  on       i 
Monday fa29L 

was  recognized  and  threatened  while  investigating  a  mail  robbery  at  Loacha- 
poka 1291,1292 

one  or  two  routeragents  run  off;  Selma  and  Meridian  Bailroad  Company  for- 
bidden to  employ  negro  fireQ)en ;  route-agents  changed  ;  house  of  Mr.  Bing- 
ham, postmaster  at  lalladega,  burned ;  Judge  Luther  Smith's  house  burned ; 
negro  taken  from  jail  in  Sumter  County,  and  hung 1293 

terrorism  in  Fayette ;  general  tone  of  the  democratic  press  as  to  Ku-Klux  out- 
rages, and  as  to  carpet-baggers  and  scalawags ;  invited  an  investigation  into 
his  official  conduct;  the  investigation  had 1294 

copy  of  the  report  made  in  his  case ;  George  M.  Duskin,  C.  W.  Hatch,  Arthur 
A.  Smith,  received  Ku-Klux  letters  ;  Judge  Luther  Smith  asked  by  public 
meeting  to  resign 1295 

probate  judge  of  Choctaw  received  threatening  letters,  and  compelled  to  resign ; 
officers  of  Perry  County  received  similar  letters  and  threats  ;  Judge  J.  Q. 
Smith  received  a  Ku-Klux  letter;  has  only  kind  feelings  toward  the  citizens 
of  Hale  County;  the  differences  altogether  political 1296 

presided  at  a  meeting  in  1867,  of  men  of  all  parties,  to  support  the  reconstruc- 
tion measures , 1296,1297 

never  heard  that  the  attack  upon  him  was  caused  by  his  bemg  in  bed  with  a 
negro  woman ;  it  was  not  the  fact 1297 

did  not  sell  his  office  when  ho  sold  his  property 1296 

circumstances  connected  with  the  appointment  of  his  successor 1298, 1299 

denies  presenting  a  letter  of  his  own  to  the  governor  recommending  his  succes- 
ijor;  had  no  understanding  with  anybody  to  receive  money  for  resigning; 
heard  that  John  S.  Keffer  and  Mr.  Barber  sold  their  offices  outright 1299 

how  the  sale  of  offices  is  effected ;  witness  took  the  test-oath  on  assuming  his 
office '. 1300 

had  a  knife  drawn  on  him  while  making  a  lipeech 1301 

BLA IE,  AUGUSTUS,  ((X)lored,)  tesUmouy  ot 674,679 

lives  in  Huntsville ;  in  December,  loG8,  was  on  Major  Floyd's  plantation,  in 
Limestone  County 674 

beating  and  cutting  with  knives  of  his  son  William 674, 676 

was  compelled  to  leave  his  home ;  names  of  the  parties  concerned  in  the  outrage.  676 

eleven  of  them  arrested ;  all  forfeit  their  bail  but  three  ;  these  three  have  not 
been  tiied 676,677 

whipping  of  Joe  Yarborougb ;  beating  of  witness's  wife  and  daught^ 677 

destruction  of  his  propertv 676,678 

whipping  aud  shooting^of  Mr.  Harrison ;  man  whipped  and  gashed  in  Lauder- 
dale county 678 

Biair,  Dr.,  killing  of  son  of. 721 

Blair,  William,  killed,  mutilated  with  knives 134,148,674-676,716,  1205,1268 

Blair,  William,  whipping  of 131,148,674-676 

Blair,  William  S.,  identified  by  Weir 6.05 

Bbikely,  Amos,  whipping  of*^,.,....».^ 1840,1841 
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Blount  Countj,  number  of  colored  schools  in 776 

number  of  OQtrages  in 134,774,775 

strength  of  Ku-Klux  in 742,775 

Ugt  of  persons  outraged  in,  (for  pages  see  names  elsewhere ; )  Edward  Alldredge, 
Joseph  Dinsmore,  Thomas  l^ation— 3 ;  killed  in :  Lewis  Eetchum,  Bberiff 
T^vi  Murphy — 2 ;  shot  in :  Lewis  Ketchum — 1 ;  whipped  in :  James  Austin, 
Beujamin  fiorton,  James  Horton,  LiDa  King,  Lewis  Ketchum,  John  F.  Mc* 
Dowell,  Lina  McEinnej,  Mrs.  Riddle — 7, 

Bonds,  railroad 11-193-199,218,  1056-1058 

Bonds,  State,  issued  since  1865 1055,  1057 

Bone,  Anthony,  whipping  of 929 

Boyce,  Samuel,  identitied  by  Weir .*. 695 

Boyd,  Enoch,  killing  of 1676 

Boyd,  Mr.,  killing  oFMr.Hopperby 1677 

Boyd,  Samuel,  (Alex. , )  and  Brown,  difficulty  between 49,  266,  276,  282,  298, 312 

Boyd,  Samuel,  (Alex.,)  solicitor,  killing  of,  3,  7,  12,  13.  39,  48,  57-59.  63, 101, 178,  212,  ?13, 
229,  254,258,265-267.  273,  275,  277,  279,  281,  297-299.  300,  312,  313,  318,333,  446, 
528,  529,555,556,  1170,  1212-1214,  1409, 1419,  1421,  1643,  1842-1844. 

Bradford,  James,  identified  by  Weir 695 

Bradford,  Jim,  outrage  upon 1624 

Bradford,  Lewis,  identified  by  Weir 695 

Bran,  Charles,  identified  by  FuUerlove 1649 

Breathitt.  Lucy,  rope  twisted  round  head  of 1788 

Brown,  Charles,  wnipping  of 1597 

Brown,  Danger,  whipped,  and  ears  cut  off 1595,1596 

BROWN,  JESSE,  (colored, )  testimony  of 860-861 

born  in  Atlanta;  lives  in  Huntsville;  was  in  the  Army 860 

whipping  of  witness,  and  his  skull  broken,  by  disguised  men 860, 861 

character  of  the  disguises  worn ;  Scruggs  robbed 860 

Browning.  Dr.,  killed  in  raid  on  Choutteau's  house 1966 

BRUNSON,  SIMEON,  testimony  of 1999-2005 

lived  in  Pickens  County ;  left  there  January,  1871 1999 

a  member  of  the  legislature 2002 

is  a  radical 2003 

what  caused  him  to  leave  the  State 2000 

killingof  Mr.  Crossland  and  wounding  of  his  companion 2000,2002,2003,2004 

Mr.    William  Latham,  a  preacher  whipped ;   whipping  of  Frank  Carter,  a 

preacher,  and  bis  son  Charles 2000 

whipping  of  Willie  Hargrove,  Henry  Low,  Samuel  Low,  and  Bob  Stocksville ; 

all  for  their  politics |2001 

effect  upon  the  colored  people  of  these  outrages ;  has  received  Eu-Klux  letters 

warning  him  to  leave  the  country 2002 

cause  of  the  killingof  Mr.  Crossland 2003 

no  one  but  republicans  whipped 2004 

Bryan,  Mr.,  killingof 1677 

Bryant,  Mr.,  whipping  of 610,931 

Buchanan.  James,  compelled  to  leave  home 127 

Burke,  Richard,  killing  of,  334,  335,  346,  349,  351,  998,  999,  1460,  1578,  1579,  1596. 1597, 

1607,  1632,  1633,   1737,  1775.  1781,  1798,  1807,  1808,  1812,  1821,  1944,1964 

Burning  of  school-house  and  churches,  230,  533,  754,  755,  776,  932,  1006,  1010, 1011, 1014, 

1025,  1026,  1043,  1046,1064,  1067, 1095, 1098, 1099, 1138,  1269,  1288. 1363,  1548.  1614. 

1655, 1731, 1739,  1889,  1920 

Burues,  Mr.,  killing  of  Mr.  Strange  by 658 

Burnes,  Mr.,  killingof 658,659 

Burton,  Jeff,  identitied  by  Childers 1720 

Burton.  Pierce,  severely  beaten 5,  46,  55,  290,  1052 

Bush,  Hezekiah,  whipping  of 152,931 

Bu»h,  Martin,  whipping  of 862 

Bush,  Simon,  whipping  of 133,  151,152,862,931 

Bur^teed,  Judge  Richard,  boast  of,  1155,  1156;  suits  for  treason  before 1415 

BUSTEED,  RICHARD,  testimony  of 320-330 

United  States  district  judge  of  Alabama , 320 

held  first  court  in  Alabama  in  1865 324 

appointed  in  1863  by  President  Lincoln 324 

disguised  men,  operations  of 320,  321 ,  323,  324,  328 

riot  at  Eutaw,  Greene  County 327 

trial  of  Eutaw  rioters 327 

execution  of  the  laws,  &c 320,324,  326.  327 

Ku-Kluxlaw  of  Congress 321,  322,329 
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BUSTEED,  BICHARD,  testimony  of— Continued. 

murder  of  Jadge  Charlton 325 

character  of  Rev.  A.  S.  Lakin • 325,328 

report  of  grand  jurors  of  middle  district  of  Alabama 330 

article  from  Selma  Times  in  relation  to  report  of  grand  jury 329 

BUTLER,  JOHNM.,  (colored,)  testimony  of 1091-1099 

resident  of  Tuskegee,  Macon  County;  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Church 1 091 

particulars  of  the  attack  on  James  H.  Alston 1091-1092,1094,1096,1097 

church  fired  into ;  Andrew  Geary  and  Abram  Moss  killed  ;  Columbus  Mitchell, 

F^slix  Wright,  Adam  Qoshe,  and  two  others  wounded 1092-1 094 

two  churches  burned ;  republicans  not  safe  in  advocating  their  sentiments, 

1095,1098,1099 

intimidation  of  voters 1095,1097 

no  arrests  for  these  outrages 1096 

the  leading  colored  men  nave  left  the  county 1097 

C. 

Caldwell,  Sam.,  killing  of 3,  6,265,273,  1789,1795,  1796,  1841 

Calhoun  County,  outrages  in 1162, 1185 

outraged  in:  Mr.  Crook;  killed  in:  Tony  Cliff,  Caesar  Frederick,  William 
Hall,  Berry  Harris,  Essex  Hendricks,  William  C.  Luke,  Ben  Snodgrass, 
Bob  Thompson — 8  ;  whipped  in :  Scott  Griffin,  Dick  Hays — 2. 

Campbell,  Lem,  shot  and  throat  cut 1334, 1361-1363, 1869, 1885, 1902, 1913 

Campbell,  Mike,  killing  of 1334 

Campbell,  Rebecca,  raid  on  house  of 947 

Campbell  struck  on  the  head  with  gun 947, 956 

Campbell,  William,  killing  of 133,149,1162,1164,1197-1199 

Camp-meeting  broken  up 731,734,735,758,759,760 

Card  of  P.  J.  Glover  in  the  Marengo  Journal 1344 

Carpenter,  James,  killing  of 3,277 

Carpenter,  John,  killing  of 277 

Carpet-baggers 233, 263, 746, 781-7a3, 887, 888, 891, 1294, 1662, 1705, 1710, 1816, 1828 

1860,1942,1982 

Carter,  Charles,  whipping  of ' 2000 

Carter,  Frank,  whipping  of 2000 

Cate,  Samuel,  killing  of 140,267,  428,  451 

Cavalry,  the  Black 1126,1136 

Chambers  County ;  republicans  unsafe  in  expressin^^  their  political  sentiments 1088 

killed  in:  America  Tramblies^ — 1 ;  shot  in:  America Titunblies  son — 1 ;  outraged 
^    in:  George  Moore,  Robert  Roundtree — 2;  whipped  in:  Jordan  Wright — 1. 

Chapman,  Mr.,  visited  and  insulted 1519,  1530,  1531 

CHAPMAN,  REUBEN,  Jr.,  testimony  of * 1940-1953 

resident  of  Livingston  ;  a  lawyer;  solicitor  of  the  county 1940 

was  in  the  confederate  array ;  favored  secession 1943 

contradiction  of  Judge  Luther  R.  Smithes  testimony,  as  to  the  witnesses  in 

the  Choutteau  arson  case  being  killed 1940,  1941,  1953 

county  as  quiet  and  oiderly,  for  twelve  i^onths  past,  as  before  the  war ;  a 
great  deal  of  stealing  of  stock  by  the  freedmen ;  no  intiaiidation  to  compel 
uie  negroes  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket ;  accounts  for  the  large  number  of 

nejsrroes  voting  the  democratic  ticket 1941 

parties  elected  to  county  offices  in  1868;  all  carpet-baggers  except  Daniel 

Price 1942 

negro  whipped  by  colored  Ku-Klux 1942,  1948 

preparation  of  cases,  by  the  solicitor,  for  the  grand  jury 1943 

Killing  of  Richard  Burke 1944 

Jaspei  Alexander  taken  from  jail  and  hung 1994, 1945 

Prater  released  from  jail  by  a  body  of  armed  men J945 

Zeke  High  taken  from  jail  and  killed 1945,1946 

killing  ot  Coblentz,  and  attack  on  Dr.  Choutteau's  house 1946, 1947 

difficulties  ki  detecting  these  bands  of  disguised  men 1947, 1 948 

knows  of  no  white  man  engaged  in  these  outrages  having  ever  been  dis- 
covered and  brought  to  justice 1948,  1949 

negro  killed  by  Mr.  White;  killing  of  Henderson  Young^s  son;  shooting  of 
Enoch  Sledge  and  George  Houston ;  Isaiah  Hunter  killed  and  his  house 

burned ;  killing  of  Jerry  Clark  by  Prater ;  Yankee  Hen  killed 1949 

whipping  of  Amanda  Cbilders  by  Mr.  Jones 1950 

steps  taken  for  the  purpose  of  stopping  these  outrages 1950, 1951 

trffect  upon  the  negiues  of  Ku-Klux  outrages ;  emigration  to  Kansas  talked  of.        1951 

freedom  of  political  opinion 1951, 1952 

Chapman,  Ruth,  whipping  of 931 


vra  iNMa:. 

Chambers  County,  number  driven  from 1046 

Ku-Kluxin 1121 

Character  of  A.  S.  Lakin,  contained  in  certain  letters  laid  before  the  committee  by 

its  chairman 810-812 

Charles,  Orlando,  raid  on  house  of. 1478,  1479,  1497 

shooting  of  wife  of. 1478,1479,  1497 

Charlton,  Judge,  character  of ,. ...» 1170 

killing  of 132,325,610,611,777-780,1211 

raid  on  house  of :   774 

CHERRY,  C.  S.,  testimony  of. -.      70-77 

resident  of  Alabama  since  1839 ;  native  of  South  Carolina ;  left  Alabama  from 

fear  of  his  life 70 

now  clerk  in  Census  Bureau 72 

taught  school  in  Alabama ;  left  Alabama  in  November,  1870 72 

republican  in  politics.. 71 

disguised  men,  operations  of 77 

old  colored  man  killed ;...      70,71 

freedom  of  political  opinions.... 71 

republicans  threatened  and  in  danger 70-76 

colored  men  molested 74,75 

white  men  generally  armed,  and  colored  men  partially  armed 75 

Childers.  Amanda,  whipping  to  death  of 1722-1724,1733,1734,1950,1960,1961 

Childers,  John,  struck  on  the  head  with  gun 1719,1721,1897-1899 

CHILDERS.  JOHN,  (colored.)  testimony  of. 1719,1728 

has  lived  all  his  life,  42  years,  in  Sumter  County ;  cannot  read  or  write 1719 

was  attacked  in  the  fall  of  1870  by  three  men,  and  struck  over  the  head  with 

a  double-barreled  gun ;  nothing  done  in  the  case  by  the  grand  jury 1719 

names  of  the  men  who  attacked  him 1720 

was  beaten  pretty  severely  afterward  by  three  men,  one  of  whom,  Mr.  Lee,  is 

now  dead;  no  prosecution 1721 

is  afraid  to  testify  to  all  he  knows  of  outrages  committed,  as  he  would  be 
driven  away ;  colored  man  killed ;  nothing  ever  done  with  the  men  who 

killed  him 1722 

witness's  daughter,  10  years  old,  whipped,  July,  1871,  by  Mr.  Jones,  and  died 

in  ten  days  afterward 1722,1723,1724 

nothing  done  with  Mr.  Jones ;  all  the  witnesses  gone  except  Jane  Killens ; 
very  common  occurrence  for  colored  people  to  bo  whipped  by  white  men, 

sometimes  disguised,  sometimes  not ;  generally  for  politics 1724 

intimidation  of  voters 1725,1726 

only  radicals  that  are  whipped,  &c ;  colored  men  who  vote  the  democratic 

ticket  do  it  to  buy  peace 1726 

Chisholm,  William  R.»  testimony  before  State  joint  committee  to  investigate   out- 
rages  853,854 

Choctaw  county,  burnings  in 51,58,1548, 1627,1871,  J 8cH) 

difficulties  in 16 

number  whipped  in 131^ 

number  killed  in. .* ^ 19^^ 

outraged  and  wiiipped  in:  Robert  FuUerlove;  killed  in,  (for  pages  see  names 
elsewhere :)  Lem  Campbell,  Mike  Campbell,  Mike  Dunn,  Nathaniel  Edwards, 
Isham  EzpU,  William  Ezell,  Isham,  John,  Abe  Lyon,  Thomas  Rogers,  N.  £. 
Thomas,  Dud  Woodward — 12. 
shootings  in :  Judge  F.  M.  Hill,  Isham,  and  wife — 3. 

Choctaw,  Joe,  whipping  of 1328 

Choutteau,  Dr.,  burning  of  house  of 1595 

character,  standing,  &c.,  of 1602, 1603, 1 60S,  1GU9 

losses  sustained  by 1669,1693,  1695,1697.1098.1711 

raid  on  house  of....  1574, 1575, 1594, 1595, 1598, 1602-1604, 1622, 1623, 1631, 1632, 1668, 

1669, 1674, 1693-1698, 1702, 1816, 1817,  1821 , 1946, 1947, 1964,  1968 

Christian,  Mr.,  killing  of 1971 

CHRISTIAN,  ROBERT,  testimony  of 1558-1564 

resident  of  Uniontown,  Perry  County;  a  lawyer ;  was  justice  of  the  peace  and 

agent  for  the  Freedmen's  Bureau 1558 

native  of  Virginia ;  was  always  a  democrat 1559 

laws  executed  with  as  much  promptness  as  usual ;  many  acts  of  lawlessness ; 
chiefly  confined  to  the  freedmen ;  civil  officers  almost  exclusively  republican ; 

general  belief  that  these  officers  sold  out  their  places 15r>8 

cites  instances 1558,1559,1560,1561,1563,1564 

attempt  to  take  a  prisoner  from  the  Marion  jail  and  lynch  him 1560, 1562 
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Churches  bunied..l40,236,533,765,776, 1006, 1010, 1011, 1014, 1025, 1026, 1046, 1064, 1067, 

1095, 1098, 1099, 1138, 1269, 1288, 1648, 1655, 1889, 1920 

fired  into 1173 

Citizens  notified  or  compelled  to  leave  home 67, 126, 127, 550, 700, 724, 866, 929-932, 

1012, 1047, 1097, 1126, 1127,  J 172, 1230, 1283, 1328, 1362 

^CLANTON,  JAMES  H.,  teflUmony  of 226-257 

resident  of  Alabama  for  thirty-seven  years,  and  of  Montgomery  for  twenty-two 
years ;  member  of  the  legislature  before  the  war ;  raised  sixty-foor  com- 
panies of  soldiers  for  confederate  service ;  lawyer  by  profession ;  chairman 
of  democratic  State  executive  committee ;  Union  whig  in  politics  until  after 

the  war : 226 

native  of  Georgia 233 

disguised  men,  operation  of,  &o 229,240,242,253 

disguised  men,  people  opposed  to 241 

disguised  men,  negroes  whipped  by 240, 242 

election  upon  State  constitution 227 

election  laws  of  Alabama 239,249,250 

feeling  of  people  at  close  of  war 226,227,246 

enforcement  of  the  laws ' » 244 

negroes  hung  at  Tuscumbia ' 229 

negroes  who  vote  democratic  ticket ^ 228,229,246.247 

negroes,  promise  of  lands  and  mules  to...^ 12381 

n^roes,  sale  of  painted  stakes  to 1 |23SJ 

negroes,  rapes  by 232 

negroes,  general  conduct  of 242 

negroes,  outrages  upon  whites  by 230, 242 

negroes,  education  of ', 234,236,249,252 

negro  suffrage 226, 255 ,  256 

cobred  school-houses  and  churches  burned .     2*36 

general  amnesty,  &c 237,243,249 

northern  men,  character  of,  &c 231,232,233 

carpet-baggers  and  scalawags '^33 

people  opposed  to  reconstruction 241 

Boyd,  solicitor  of  Greene  County,  shot 229,254 

Jim  Alston,  (colored,)  member  of  the  legislature,  shot *. 229 

Dorman,  Metiiodist  preacher,  whipped 230 

difficulty  at  Patona 229,254 

character  of  Rev.  A.  S.  Lakin 238,252 

Northern  Methodist  Church 238 

contest  for  offic*  of  governor 239 

State  administration 244 

railroad  legislation ^ 232 

school  fund,  &c 227,232,240,248 

relations  l^tween  the  races 252 

concerning  Union  Leagues 229,233,240 

Clark,  George  A.,  whipped,  shot,  and  hung 1614,1845-1849 

CLARK,  JAMES  B.,  lestimony  of 257-264 

resident  of  Alabama  for  forty-nine  years,  and  of  Eutaw,  Greene  County,  for  thirty- 
two  years ;  has  been  member  of  the  legislature,  and  chancellor  for  middle 

division  of  the  State;  lawyer  by  profession 257 

seventy-five  years  of  age 264 

execution  of  the  laws 257 

security  of  life  and  property 263 

disguised  men,  operations  of,  &e 258,259,260 

disguised  men,  object  and  purpose  of 259 

disguised  men,  white  men  compose  bands  of 260,261 

disguised  men,  present  condition  of  organizations  of 260 

disguised  men,  public  opinion  opposed  to 261 

Boyd,  solicitor  of  Greene  County,  killed 258 

Snoddy  killed 258 

riot  at  Eutaw,  Greene  County 261 

trial  of  Eutaw  rioters 262 

sympathizers  with  Eutaw  rioters 262,263 

no  person  convicted  for  Ku-Klux  ofienses * 260 

character  of  Judge  Luther  R.  Smith 203 

freedom  of  political  opinions..:: 263 

carpet-baggers 263 

Clark,  Jerry,  killed  by  Prater 1002,1672,1738,1949 

Clark,  John,  whipping  of 930 
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Clark,  Mr.,  driven  from  home 1323 

Clause,  Mr.,  knocked  down  and  ci*  by  soldiers 1286,  1498 

Cleburne  County,  no  election  in  precinct  No.  I,  in llG:<i,  1193 

Cliff,  Tony,  killinpf  of 77 

Clunn,  H^nry,  killing  of 669,671,  930 

COBBS,  THOMAS,  testimony  of 1620-1648 

resident  of  Livingston,  Sumter  County ;  a  lawyer ;  came  from  North  Carolina        16*20 

native  of  that  State  ;  was  in  the  confederate  army;  always  a  democrat 1643 

knows  of  no  obstruction  to  the  law  in  either  Choctaw  or  Sumter  County 1620, 1642 

Mr.  Binns  killed  by  a  negro  named  Jasper 1621, 1629 

the  latter  afterward  taken  from  jail  and  hanged ;  his  killing  had  no  political 

significance 1621,  1627,  1628,  1629,  1631 

Prater,  confined  injailon  a  charge  of  murder, released..  1621, 1622,  1629,  J630, 1631,1639 
Zeke  High,  charged  with  the  murder  of  Collins,  taken  from  jail  and  shot ;  it 

had  no  political  significance 1622,1631,1639 

cases  of  Choutteau,  Coblentz,  and  George  Houston 1622,1623,1631,1632 

disposition  of  the  freed  men  to  live  in  peace  and  harmony  wifrh  the  whites  after 
the  surrender  ;  bad  feeling  between  them  after  the  arrival  of  Rolfe,  Hays,  and 
Price ;  inflammatory  address  made  by  the  latter  during  the  j^resideutial  cam- 
paign; democratic  negroes  mobbed , 1623 

character  of  Price , 1623,1640 

Adam  Kennard  and  Jim  Bradford  Ku-BJuxed  by  Price  ;  Price  was  arrested  and 
forfeited  his  bond ;  Rolfe  elected  to  the  legislature ;  Hays  ran  away ;  better 

state  of  feeling  since  they  left 1624 

DO  intimidation  of  voters,  but  the  usual  canvassing 1624, 1625, 1626.1645 

thedemaud  for  and  the  supply  of  labor [1626| 

negroes  killed 1 1626,  l533 

Judge  Hill  shot  at ;  the  county  offices  burned  by  an  incendiary  ;  Aleck  Hill, 
county  treasurer,  charged  witn  the  burning ;  house  of  Mr.  Gilmore,  county 
superintendent,  burned ;  in  both  cases,  money  belonging  to  the  county  was 

said  to  be  burned 1627 

no  arrests  made  by  the  citizens  or  4)y  the  officers  of  the  county  for  the  murder 

of  Jasper 1629 

no  one  arrested  foi  the  murder  of  Zeke  High  or  Coblentz 1 6:5 1 

Richard  Burk  killed 1632,1^33 

negro  killed  in  July,  1H70,  in  Billy  McCree's  field ;  no  one  punished 16;13 

Grattan,  (white,)  killed  in  1866;  negro  on  Mr.  White*s  plantation  whipped.. .         1634 

two  negroes  whipped  on  McElroy's  plantation  ;  negro  killed 16: Jo 

Loy^l  League,  its  extent,  &c 1637, 1642, 1()45 

explains  what  he  meant  by  no  obstruction  to  the  law , 1637, 16  J8 

reoublican  candidates  for  the  legislature  did  not  canvass  the  county ;  one  was 
Killed,  one  wounded,  the  other  assaulted  ;  interruption  of  the  meeting  ad- 
dressed by  Senator  Warner  and  Governor  Smith 1638 

reasons  for  Major  Hays,  candidate  for  Congress,  not  coming 1638, 1639 

incendiary  speeches -.1640, 1641 

general  character  and  political  preferences  of  the  negroes 1641, 1642 

mill  and  other  property  of  Judge  Smith  burned ;    a  clerk  killed  in  Greene 

County;  Bdjrd  killed  ;  old  man  killed 1643 

the  democratic  convention  passed  resolutions  requesting  Judge  Smith  to  resign.        1644 

his  character  as  judge 1644, 1645 

cause  of  alarm  and  apprehension  felt  by  the  negroes  in  attending  radical 

meetings 1645,1646,1647 

explanation  of  Judge  Abram's  cause  of  alarm 1647,1648 

Coblentz,  Mr.,  killing  of 344, 1574, 1575, 1594, 1595, 1598, 1602-1604, 1622, 1623, 1631, 

1632, 1673, 17.37, 1817, 1946, 1947,  J954. 1964, 1965 

Cockrell.  Mr.,  struck  with  pistols 5,9,12,19,20,23,24,40,42,43,271,281 

COCKRELL,  WILLIAM  E.,  testimony  of 42-44 

resident  of  Eutaw,  Greene  County ;  sixteen  years  of  age ;  was  witness  at  trial 

of  Eutaw  rioters ;  was  present  when  his  father  was  attacked 42 

particulars  of  attack  on  his  father 42, 43 

Colbert  County,  killed  in,  Mr.  Kernahan ;  outraged  in,  William  Henderson ;  whipped 
in,  George  Taylor. 

COLEMAN,  DANIEL,  testimony  of 646-668 

resident  of  Athens,  Lfbiestone  County;  county  solicitor  ;  native  of  Athens...  646 

a  democrat 648, 657 

case  of  Mr.  Weir 646,647,650,651,652,653 

adoption  of  resolution  by  mass  meeting  indorsiuc:  action  of  the  commissioners' 
court  in  employing  counsel,  &c. ;  tone  of  puoiic  sentiment  as  to  Ku-Klux 
outrages 648 
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natare  and  object  of  the  Ku-Klax 649 

operation  of  the  State  Ku-Klox  law  of  December  28,  lc6b 649, 650 

attempts  to  hang  and  drown  Mr.  Weir 653-655 

he  recognized  Mr.  Moore,  Frank  Qibson,  George  Peace,  and  Pink  Johnson. ..  653,654 

the  standing  of  these  parties  in  the  community 655-^7 

politics  had  nothing  to  do  with  these  ontraees  on  Mr.  Weir ;   killing  of  Mr. 

Strange  by  Mr.  Burrus  and  others  in  disguise 658 

killing  of  McKee  by  Birdsong ;  operations  of  disguised  men 659 

Ku-Klux  disguises,  organizations,  &c 660-662, 664, 665 

relative  party  vote  jn  Limestone  County 662, 663 

colored  men  vote  freely ;  no  prejudice  against  northern  settlers  ;  they  are  so- 
cially well  treated  .  - 663 

witness's  view  as  to  the  truth  of  the  preamble  to  the  act  of  the  legislature,  ap- 
proved December  26,  186ti,  fbr  the  suppression  of  secret  organizations 664, 665 

killing  of  Sam.  Scales  by  disguised  men ;   six  or  eight  killed  iu  the  last  two 

years u. 666 

article  from  the  Athens  Post,  **Th^  citizens'  meeting  last  Thursday  " 667,668 

Coleman,  Guilford,  killing  of 13,273,277, 1460, 17^,  1789, 1795, 1639, 1642, 1844 

Coleman,  J.F.,  threatened*. 1434,1435,1440 

COLEMAN,  JOHN  TAYLOE,  testimony  of 1048-1054 

resident  of  Demopolis,  Marengo  County ;  mail-agent ;  first  on  duty  from  Selma 

to  Meridian,  Mississippi ;  now  running  from'Calera  to  Montgomery 1048 

a  cripple;  native  of  Virginia ;  taught  a  colored  school 1051 

was  assaulted  and  threatened  at  Kewaunee  station  by  a  man  in  disguise  .  ..1048, 1049, 

1051,1053 
heard  men  on  the  train  say  there  would  be  trouble  at  Meridian,  and  that  they 
were  groing  down  to  help  out ;  received  a  threatening  message  from  disguised 

men,  directing  him  to  stay  on  the  east  side  of  the  Bigbee  Biver 1 040 

lei^  the  route  from  apprehension  that  his  life  was  iu  danger 1050 

killing  of  Frank  Diggs,  (colored,)  October  or  November,  1870 ;  no  effort  to 

find  his  murderer 1050 

outrage  upon  witness  was  on  account  of  his  republicanism  ;  received  a  threat- 
ening Ku-Klux  letter 1051 

receiv^  notices  while  teaching  school ;  threats  against  W.  B.  Jones  and 
Pierce  Burton,  editor  of  the  Southern  Republican,  and  republican  nominee 
for  lieutenant  governor ;  the  latter  severely  beaten  at  Eutaw ;  received  a 
Ku-Klux  warning  to  leave  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  left  three  days  after- 
ward ;  republicanism  the  cause  of  the  outrages , 1052 

a  common  tning  for  negro  firemen  to  be  whipped 1053 

copy  of  Ku-Klux  letter  received  by  him 1054 

Collins,  alleged  Ku-KIux,  killing  of.  1357, 1569, 1570, 1579, 1580, 1582, 1583, 1615, 1666, 1667 

Collins,  Kernahan  and  Uaughey  killed  by 172, 173 

Colvin,  Samuel,  killing  of 3,263,266,273,301,312,313,318,1214 

Cook,  Samuel,  whipping  of  wife  of 1364  . 

Confiscation,  views  as  to , 1 1851  f 

Constitution,  State,  election  for  adoption  of 227 

Constitution,  State,  objectionable  features  of .♦ 972. 1409 

Constitution,  State,  opposition  to. . 358, 364, 527, 551-554, 561 ,  878-883, 907, 1 134, 1 135,1145, 

1409,1860-1862 
Constitutional  amendments,  popular  opinion  as  to.. 605-607, ^68,  776,  843,  844,  847,  1075, 

1288,1465 
Coosa  County,  shot  in,  Ben.  Renshaw ;  whipped  in,  (forpages  see  names  elsewhere, ) 
John  Baker,  Joseph  Baker,  James  Dorman,  Zack  Goldthwaite,  Dan  Hurgin, 
(Lushner,)  Dick  Martin,  Big  Maxwell,  Green  Sturdeway,  Smith  Watley, 
Jesse  Watson,  Jerry  Webb,  Wiley  Williams — 12. 

Cornelius,  George,  guns  taken  from 1162, 1 195 

Cotton,  seizure  of 1410,1414,1424-1426,1661 

Courtland,  Lawrence  County ;  fight  between  negroes  and  Ku-Klux. ..  1171, 1172, 1223-1228 

Courts,  State,  powerless  to  control  Ku-Klux 58, 98, 99, 132, 153, 156, 552 

Cox,  Jim  Henry,  identified  by  Blair 676 

Cox,  WiDiam  W.,  alleged  Ku-Klux,  identified  by  Roper 688 

Cox,  shooting  of 432,690,785,786,820,874,900 

CRAWFORD,  SAMUEL  W.,  testimony  of : 1156-1183 

colonel  Second  Regiment  of  Infantry  and  brevet  major  general.  United  States 

Army J156 

came  to  Alabama  in  April,  1869 ;  headquarters  at  Huntsville 1157 

whole  force  in  the  State  three  companies 1156 
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his  general  action  in  cases  of  outrages  by  disguised  men,  brought  to  bis  notice,  1157, 1158 

can  fiimish  a  statement  of  the  cases  reported  to  him ;  the  first  class  consists  of 
reports  of  investigations  br  officers,  with  appended  documents,  for  1869; 
second  class,  applications  for  military  aid,  i^davits,  statements,  &c.,  from 
civilians 1158 

discussion  by  the  sub-committee  as  to  the  admissibility  of  the  documents  sub- 
mitted by  witness ;  Senator  Blair  objects  to  their  reception 1159 

outrage  upon  Dean  Reynolds,  Morgan  County,  Januai^,  1869 1158, 1159, 1160 

outrage  upon  George  Moore  and  Robert  Roundtree,  (colored,)  Cherokee  County, 
July,  1869 1160 

skirmish  between  colored  men  and  the  Ku-Elux,  Madison  County ;  disturb- 
ance at  Vienna;  report,  by  Lieutenant  M.  Frank  Gallagher,  regarding  the 
state  of  affairs  in  Greene  County ;  reportof  Lieutenant  James  Miller,  regard- 
ing the  intimidation  of  voters,  De  Ealb  County 1161 

thinks  Judge  Dox  did  not  make  the  statement  attributed  to  him  in  Miller^s 
report 1161  1162 

report  by  Lieutenant  Charles  Keller,  transmitting  certificate  of  Judge  Hunni- 
cutt,  certifying  that  no  election  was  held  in  precinct  No.  1,  Cleburne  County, 
and  the  reason  rendered  by  the  inspector  therefor ;  murdet  of  a  negro  in  Cal- 
houn County ;  report  of  Lieutenant  Keller  of  outrages  perpetrated  by  dis- 
fuised  men,  Calhoun  County ; .  affidavit  of  Diana  Williams,  concerning 
er  whipping,  Lauderdale  County,  June,  1869;  affidavit  of  G.  Comelous; 
Ku-Klux  taking  arms  from  plantation  and  searching  houses  for  money  and 
arms  ;  letter  from  L.  M.  Douglass ;  civil  authorities  of  Madison  County  ipsuf- 
ficient  to  check  outrages,  and  asking  for  troops ;  witness  sent  troops  it>  the 
point  where  they  were  required ;  affidavit  of  Daniel  Vix,  concerning  an 
attack  upon  his  house ;  statement  of  Deputy  Sberifi  Joseph  Lee,  concerning 
outrages  in  Lawrence  Countv ;  affidavit  of  James  Sanford,  concerning  the 
murder  of  William  Campbell  by  disguised  men 1162 

letter  gf  Joseph  P.  Doyle,  sherifi' of  Madison  County,  asking  for  military  aid  to 
arrest  certain  murderers ;  the  men  were  furnished ;  the  civil  officers  rarely 
reported  to  witness 1163 

general  character  of  the  civil  officers  throughout  the  State ;  frequent  law- 
lessness  1163,1164 

affidavit  of  E.  M.  Mulligan  as  to  Ku-Klux  outrage  in  Madison  County,  July 
26,  1869 ;  affidavit  of  Mary  Campbell  in  regard  to  the  murder  of  her  husband, 
William  Campbell,  by  the  Ku-Klux;  letter  from  Captain  G.  H.  McLaughlin, 
inclosing  statement  of  Isham  Henry,  in  regard  to  an  outrage  upon  his  person 
in  March,  and  a  second  visife  in  August,  1^^ 1164 

affidavit  of  Samuel  Mastin,  in  regard  to  his  being  robbed  of  his  gun,  watch, 
and  other  property 1164,1165 

affidavit  of  Moses  13.  Sullivan,  concerning  warnings  and  ill-treatment  received 
by  bim  May  U,  1669,  in  Marshall  County;  affidavit  of  Henry  Rivers,  in 
regard  to  his  being  shot  by  Benjamin  Evans,  Aupfust  23,  1869,  Marshall 
County ;  had  the  case  investigated  and  troops  stationed  there ;  affidavit  of 
W.  C.  Stephens,  in  regard  to  an  attempt  to  arrest  certain  parties  for  disguis- 
ing themsefves  and  forcibly  taking  a  shot-gun ;  affidavit  of  Nathan  Mceks, 
in  regard  to  Ku-Klux  forcibly  entering  a  house ;  the  case  turned  over  to  tho 
civil  authorities ;  no  action  taken  by  them  ;  politics  of  the  officials 1 165 

general  disarming  of  the' negroes  previous  to  the  election  ;  )iot  in  Huutsville  in 

1868 ;  young  white  men  generally  carry  arms 1 166 

affidavit  of  Jack  White,  in  regard  to  the  forcible  entry  of  his  house,  and  the 
maltreatment  of  Turn  Hawkins 1166,1167 

knows  of  no  instance  where  the  negroes,  deprived  of  their  arms,  ever  obtained 
any  legal  redress,  or  recovered  their  arms  or  compensation  for  their  value ; 
application  for  troops  from  thirty-three  citizens  of  Vienna — nearly  all  demo- 
crats— for  military  protection  for  themselves  and  property  ;  troops  were  sent; 
application  from  several  gentlemen,  asking  a  change  of  troops  from  Ed- 
wardsville  to  Cross  Plains,  Calhoun  County ;  the  change  was  made ;  letter 
of  Robert  Feam,  requesting  military  protection  for  tho  Vienna  district 1167 

the  troops  sent ;  affidavit  of  John  Leslie  in  regard  to  his  preaching  being 
broken  up,  his  being  shot,  his  house  forcibly  entered,  his  wife  struck,  nis  son 
whipped,  &c.  ;  affidavit  of  William  Blair  in  regard  to  violence,  whipping, 
cutting,  &c.,  committed  upon  him,  Limestone  County,  December,  1868;  a 
majority  of  all  these  cases  turned  over  to  the  civil  authorities ;  witness's 
letter  to  the  assistant  adjutant  general,  forwarding  documents  regarding 
disturbances  in  Blount  County 1168 

character  of  A.  S.  Lakin 1168, 1169 
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wi(net»8'4  letter  to  the  assistant  adjutant  general,  inclosing  letter  from  Judge 
Haralson,  asking  the  assistance  of  troops  for  the  civil  officers  in  Blount 
County ;  report  of  Lieutenant  P.  H.  Flood,  in  reference  to  disturbances  near 
Stevenson :  report  of  Lieutenant  Charles  Harkins,  on  the  state  of  a£fairs  at 
Somerville,  Morgan  County 1169 

thinks  politics  had  but  little  to  do  with  these  disturbances  in  Morgan  County, 
but  tnat  they  arose  from  personal  and  family  feuds ;  character  of  Judge 
Charlton ;  witness's  report  in  regard  to  affairs  at  Jacksonville ;  report  of 
Lieutenant  Harkins,  in  regard  to  the  murder  of  Samuel  Boyd,  Greene  Coun^, 
and  on  the  causes  of  the  disturbances  at  Eutaw ;  report  of  Captain  G.  H. 
McLaughlin,  in  regard  to  disturbances  at  Stevenson ;  report  of  Lieutenant 
M.  Frank  Gallagher,  concerning  disturbances  at  Ashville,  St.  Clair  County. .        1 170 

wounding  of  Mr.  Springfield ;  democratic  report  of  the  disturbances  at  Ash- 
ville ;  report  of  Captain  McLaughlin  in  regard  to  affairs  in  Stevenson,  out- 
rages on  John  McManman ;  another  in  wmch  he  states  that  his  camp  was 
fired  on,  an  attempt  made  to  capture  his  guard,  mob  law  in  the  county,  &c. ; 
another,  regarding  the  state  of  affairs  at  Ashville ;  another,  relative  to  the 
state  of  affairs  in  St.  Clair  County ;  another,  relative  to  the  wounding  of 
Captain  Springfield 1171 

report  of  Lieutenant  John  C.  Bateman  relative  to  fight  between  negroes  and 
disguised  men,  at  Courtland,  Lawrence  County 1171, 1172 

report  of  Captain  McLaughlin  in  regard  to  the  murder  of  Mr.  Frank  Harrison, 
St  Clair  County;  Lieutenant  Bateman's  report  in  regard  to  Ku-Klux 
depredations  in  Fayette  County,  and  organization  of  a  counter  party,  the 
**Mossbacks,"  and  their  encounters  ;  another,  concerning  bis  operations  in 
capturing  Eu-Klux ;  report  of  Captain  McLaughlin  concerning  Je.sse  Ingpram 
bemg  driven  from  home,  &c ;  letter  from  Judge  Haralson,  applying  for 
troops  for  De  Kalb  County;  anonymous  letter  signed  '*  Many  citizens  ;^' 
affidavits  of  Samuel  Lawlor  and  Robert  Barbee  concemiug  Ku-Klux  out- 
rages in  Avery ville, Jackson  County;  anonymous  communication  in  regard 
to  Ku-Klux  outrages,  and  asking  for  guards,  or  arms  and  ammunition, 
signed  **  Citizen  ;'*  affidavit  of  Fnmk  Bell  in  regard  to  violence  at  his  house ; 
affidavits  of  James  Bell  and  Joshua  Harris,  detailing  outrages  on  plantation 
of  Houston  Bell,  Madison  County ;  report  by  H.  G.  Thomas,  sheriff  of  Mor- 
gan County,  relative  to  disturbances,  &c. ,  in  that  county ]  172 

letter  of  Hon.  Charles  Hays  concerning  outrages  in  Sumter,  Greene,  and  the 
adjoining  counties,  and  asking  that  troops  be  kept  in  Eutaw  till  after  the 
election ;  letter  of  Judge  De  Berry  asking  that  troops  be  sent  at  once  to  Saint 
Clair  County ;  the  troops  sent ;  letter  from  £.  G.  Barney,  asking  for  one 
hundred  men  to  be  sent  to  Patona,  stating  the  hanging  of  Mr.  Luke,  also  of 
two  negro  men,  two  others  being  shot  dead  ;  troops  sent  immediately ;  ap- 
plication of  W.  S.  McElvain  on  the  same  subject ;  affidavit  of  John  Mc- 
Manman concerning  outrage  upon  himself,  July  12,  1870,  Jackson  County; 
statements  of  A.  D.  Bailey,  C.  I.  Sharpe,  and  £.  L.  Hestorby,  conoeming  a 
massacre  at  Cross  Plains ;  communication  of  &  Crawford  relative  to  dis- 
turbances at  Stevenson ;  affidavit  of  Lucinda  Ford  concerning  a  Ku-Kluz 
outrage  upon  herself  and  famil  v,  Madison  County  ;  letter  from  D.  L.  Dalton 
relative  to  firing  upon  a  colored  congregation ;  eleven  telegrams  submitted 
by  witness;  affidavit  of  Willie  McGregor 1173 

many  cases  of  lawlessness  not  embraced  in  this  list;  counties  of  F^ette,  Pickens, 
Sumter,  Greene,  and  Choctaw  the  most  troubleson^e ;  the  western  counties 
the  most  disturbed  of  all ;  little  in  North  Alabama,  and  none  in  the  south ; 

general  character  of  the  dinturbances ;  as  a  ^reneral  rule  the  sentiment  of  the 
est  men  has  been  to  bring  these  men  to  justice ;  if  they  would  combine 
earnestly  they  could  prevent  these  outrages ;  their  disabilities  a  plea  why 
they  should  not  assist  in  preserving  the  peace 1174 

many  outrages  have  been  comqaitted  in  order  to  prevent  the  negroes  frmn 
voting  the  republican  ticket ;  knows  of  no  case  of  conviction  for  Kn-Kluz 
outrages 1175 

tiiinks  troops  are  neoessair  to  preserve  the  peace  upon  the  apiuroach  of  the  elec- 
tion, and  the  reasons  therefor 117^1180 

intimidation  of  voters ;  effect  of  the  presence  and  action  of  the  militaiy ;  they 
haveacted  as  conservators  of  the  peace 1176 

r^ublicans  can  advocate  their  principles  now  a  great  deal  better  than  ever  be- 
fore ;  tone  of  the  speeches  at  Eutaw  last  year  conciliatory  and  judidons..        1177 

what  is  done  when  troops  are  sent  to  localities  on  the  request  of  the  civil  of- 
ficers   1177,1178 
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CRAWFORD,  SAMUEL  W.,  testimony  of— CoDtinued. 

DO  foundation  for  the  allegation  that  troops  are  quartered  upon  any  community, 

or  that  its  action  is  controlled  by  bayonets 1 178 

inefficiency  .of  the  public  officers,  and  their  want  of  popular  confidence 1178-1183 

Union  sentiment  in  Northern  Alabama ;  relations  of  the  races  ;  need  of  troops 

in  the  State;  no  militia  raised  in  the  State 1179 

irritation  caused  by  the  election  law  :  charges  of  plundering  by  the  civil  offi- 
cers of  the  State  made  very  frequently 1180 

principal  cause  of  discontent  upon  the  part  of  the  democrats  of  the  State  that 

they  have  not  the  political  control 1181 

views  as  to  disabilities 1181,1182, 1183 

feeling  as  to  the  presence  of  troops 1177, 1178, 1181 

republican  party  of  the  State  in  favor  of  the  removal   of  all  political  disabili- 
ties t  general  amnesty  the  best  act  that  could  be  done  whenever  Congress 

thinks  it  time  to  do  it 1183 

documents  appended  to  his  testimony,  (see  Documents.) 

Crook,  Mr.,  assaulted,  and  rope  put  round  his  neck 475,  487 

Cross,  Flem.,  killing  of  wife  of » 1794 

Crossland,  M.,  killiug  of  ..  .1750, 1767,  1768,1851.1852,1969-1971,1080-1982,1991,2000, 

2002-2004 
Cross  Plains,  riot  at,  (see  Patona. ) 
Crudip,  John,  identified  by  Westbrook 1244 

D. 

DANIEL,  SIR,  (colored,)  testimony  of 993-997 

resident  of  Huntsville  now ;  came  from  Stevenson,  Jackson  County 993 

disguised  men  came  to  his  house  in  1869 v 993,994 

house  of  Lewis  Jackson  twice  fired  into 993, 994 

witness's  brother  whipped;  was  frequently  visited  by  disguised  men 994 

frequent  raids  on  Miles  Prior's  house :  he  defends  himself 994, 995 

colored  man  and  his  wife  shot 995 

Miles  Prior,  Lewis  Jackson,  and  witness  put  iu  prison ;  prison  broken  open  by 

Ku-Klux ;  prisoners  taken  out  and  assaulted ;  their  release  by  soldiers 995-997 

Daniel,  Sir,  whipping  of  brother  of 994 

Darling,  Alfred,  whipping  of 416 

Davies,  Sam,  raid  on  house  of 1973 

Davis,  Carr,  wounding  of 1214 

DAVIS,  HUGH  N.,  testimony  of 1897-1699 

bom  and  raised  in  Sumter  County  ;  a  farmer 1897 

his  account  of  the  assault  upon  John  Childers  by  Mr.  Burton 1897-1899 

Davis,  Mr.,  identified  by  Childers 1720 

DAVIS,  NICHOLAS,  testimony  of 780-791 

native  of  the  State ;  lives  in  Limestone  County  ;  a  lawyer ;  was  a  Henry  Clay 
whig;  a  Douglas  man;  opposed  to  secession;  since  the  war  a  republican, 

and  in  favor  of  the  reconstrncflfbn  policy ,       781 

accepts  it  because  it  is  the  best  that  the  subjected  people  of  Alabama  can  do ; 

favors  negro  suffrage ' 780 

voted  for  Grant  agaiust  Seymour ;  might  now  vote  very  much  the  other  way ; 
voted  for  Governor  Smith ;  did  not  vote  for  the  republican  county  officers  ; 

voted  for  Mr.  Dox 789 

is  opposed  to  the  organization  of  the  republican  party  in  Alabama 790 

condition  of  the  country  in  1868  exceedingly  wrong ;  there  was  then  a  Ku-Klux 
organization ;  public  sentiment  now  right ;  the  democratic  party  determined 

to  put  down  Ku-Klux 781 

Ku-Klnx  organization  provoked  by  Loyal  Leagues 781 ,  783 

Judge  Douglass  as  a  carpet-bagger ^ 781,782,783 

character  ot  Mr.  Shaperd  as  to  veracity 782,790,791 

in  the  last  two  years  there  have  been  men  who  imitated  the  Ku-Klux  to  rob  and 
thieve,  without  any  politics  in  it ;  the  white  people  of  Alabama  opposed  to 
Kn-Klux ;  they  despise  the  idea  of  Kil-Klux  ;  Union  League  a  political  as- 
sociation   783 

character  of  Rev.  A.  S.  Lakin's  speeches,  and  his  personal  character 784, 785 

Ku-Klux  organization  ceased  about  the  middle  of  1869;  its  strength  in  Madi- 
son County  in  1868 785 

riot  in  Huntsville  and  shooting  of  Mr.  Cox,  an  alleged  Ku-Klnx 785, 786 

shooting  of  Judge  Thurlow ;  hanging  of Smith 786 

negro  whipped 7b7 

Davis,  R.  G.,  confesses  as  to  raids  made 544 
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DAVIS,  STEPHEN  B.,  testimony  of 1428-1433 

resident  of  Shiloh,  Marengo  County  ;  a  fanner ;  was  a  democrat ;  changed  his 

poUtics  in  1869 1...        1428 

was  a  master  in  United  States  Navy 1430 

democratic  press  on  Kn-Klnx  outrages ;  danger  in  advocating  republican  prin- 
ciples   -- >. 1429 

intimidation  of  voters 1429,1432 

killing  of  Robin  Westbrook *! 1429,1430 

no  one  punished  for  the  murder,  or  for  the  whipping  of  the  school-teacher  at 

Major  Glover's 1430 

social  proscription  of  witness  on  account  of  his  republicanism 1429, 1430, 1431 

apnrehensions  for  his  personal  safety,  because  he  is  a  republican  and  a  candi- 
date for  tax-collector ;  received  a  Ku-Klux  letter ;  has  from  four  to  twelve 
men  in  his  house  every  night  for  protection ;  William  B.  Jones  interrupted 

in  a  speech  at  Shiloh,  1870 i 1431 

DAY,  LIONEL  W.,  testimony  of 590-<)35 

was  in  the  Federal  Army ;   clerk  in  the  United  States  district  court,  and  ex 

oficio  commissioner : 590 

has  lived  in  Huntsville  since  February  1,  1866 ;  was  clerk  of  the  court ;  a 

lawyer 595 

voted  the  democratic  ticket  last  fall;  registered  in  October,  1870  ;  had  doubts 

as  to  the  construction  of  the  oath  embodied  in  the  State  constitution 604 

his  views  as  to  suffrage 605 

voted  for  Mr.  Lincoln 609 

was  in  the  post-office  in  Montgomery 613 

delegate  to  congressional  convention 618 

arrests  Holseapple,  Lindsay,  and  Malone  for  outrage  upon  William  Henderson ; 
presents  tBo  evidence  taken  in  the  trial;  the  parties  acquitted  upon  proof  of 

an  alibi ;  character  of  prosecutor  was  proven  to  be  bad 591 

general  disposition  for  the  mait^tenance  of  law  and  order 591 ,  592 

condition  of  Northern  Alabama  during  the  war 592 

DO  trouble  in  procuring  convictions  for  any  offense  where  the  case  is  fairly 

made  out 1 593,598 

the  general  sentiment  opposed  to  Ku-Klux  organizations,  shared  in  by  men  of 

all  political  parties 593,622 

general  treatment  of  northern  immigrants 593,607,608,619,620,621 

freedom  of  political  opinions !. .* 593,594,607 

Ku-Klux  outrages  not  political 594, 61 1 

character  of  Rev.  A.  S.  Lakin 594,595,612,613,615-^19,024-626 

character  of  Calvin  Goodloe,  and  his  testimony  in  the  Henderson  case 595-597 

character  of  the  disguises  worn 597, 598 

knows  of  no  conviction  of  a  Ku-Klux .• 598,617 

thinks  Ku-Klux  organization  did  not  exist  in  Northern  Alabama  in  December, 
1868,  but  that  it  was  disbanded  in  the  summer  of  1868  ... .  598, 599, 600, 601, 621 ,  622 

Ku-Klux  in  Huntsville,  and  shooting  of  Judge  Thuriow.. 599, 602, 614,018 

his  opinions  as  to  the  charges  against  the  Ku-Klux  made  by  the  republican 

press 601,604 

and  as  to  the  objects  and  necessity  of  the  organization  .  .602, 603, 612, 617, 622, 624, 627 

democratic  view  of  negro  suffrage .*. 605 

ofthe  fifteenth  amendment 605  606,607 

General  Blair's  letter  to  Colonel  Brodhead 606 

and  the  "new  departure" 606,607 

killing  of  Luke  and  four  colored  men  in  Saint  Clair  County ;  attempt  to  drown 

or  hang  Weir 609 

raid  on  jail  in  Limestone  County ;  whipping  of  William  Bryant ;  disturbances 

in  Morgan  County ;  killing  of  Fenelon  B^len 610 

killing  of  Jadge  Charlton 610,611 

whipping^  of  a  man  aad  hanging  of Smith  in  Lawrence  County 611 

killing  of  Mr.  Barbee :  Mr.  Lakin's  house  shot  into 615 

inefficiency  of  the  judiciary 617, 618 

shooting  of  two  men  in  Huntsville  on  the  night  of  the  riot 618 

John  B.  Callls  elected  to  Congress  by  aid  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau 620 

condition  ofthe  country  under  military  rule,  and  the  provisional  government..  C21,  G22 

origin  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization 622 

divisions  in  the  Methodist  Church 623 

cause  of  Colonel  Van  Valkenburg's  dismissal  from  the  Army CrZQ,  627 

Senator  Warner's  personal  and  public  character 627 

record  of  the  evidence  in  the  trial  of  Holseapple,  Lindsay,  and  Malone C28-C35 

Debt,  Slate 9/7-979, 1055-1057, 1411, 1417, 1418, 1424 
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De  Kalb  County,  intimidation  of  yoters  in 1161,1191-1193 

Dew,  Henry,  fihooting  of '. 1789,1790,1796 

Diggs,  Frank,  killing  of 375, 393, 394, 1050, 1325, 1328, 1329, 1433, 1439, 1440 

Dinsmore,  Joflepb,  snot  at 756 

Disabilities,  probable  effect  of  general  removal  of 560, 1181-1183, 1288, 1289, 1858 

Dissatisfaction  caused  by  bad  government 817, 962, 964, 965, 968 

DOCUMENTS  appended  to  the  testimony  of  General  S.  W.  Crawford 1184-1242 

instructions  by  General  Terry  to  General  Crawford 1185 

letter  to  Colonel  J.  H.  Taylor,  assistant  adjutant  general,  Department  of  the 
South,  forwarding  documents  in  the  case  of  Dean  Reynolds  (colored)  vs. 

Ku-Klux 1185 

appended :  Report  of  Lieutenant  Keller,  note  from  Judge  Ford,  affidavit  of 
Dean  Reynolds,  and  appeal  of  General  Crawford  to  the  governor  of  the 

State;  also,  his  excellency's  reply  thereto 1185-1187 

reports  regarding  outrage  upon  George  Moore  and  Robert  Roundtree,  (colored,) 

citizens  of  Alpine,  Georgia ". 1187 

appended :  Affidavits  of  Cynthia  Bryant,  Rina  Barry,  (colored ; )  statement  of 
George  Moore,  (colored,)  affidavit  of  Joshua  L.  Belote,  (white,)  and  state- 
ment of  John  Hamilton,  (white) 1188-1190 

Captain  G.  H.  McLoughlin  reports  arrival  of  Henry  Evans,  and  statement 

regarding  skirmish  between  colored  men  and  Ku-Klux 1190 

Captain  G.  H.  McLoughlin  reports  result  of  investigation  of  disturbances  at 

Vienna 1190-1191 

Lieutenant  M.  Frank  Gallagher  reports'  regarding  state  of  affairs  in  Greene 

County,  Alabania - 1191 

report  regarding  intimidation  of  voters 1191-1192 

appended :  List  of  registered  colored  voters  and  votes  cast  in  De  Kalb  County, 

Alabama ;  affidavits  of  John  Stewart  and  Isadas  H.  Davis % 1 192-1 193 

Lieutenant  Charles  Keller's  letter  transmitting  certificate  of  Judge  Hunnicutt. .        J 193 
appended :  Certificate  of  Judg^  Hunnicutt  certifying  to  the  fact  that  no  elec- 
tion was  held  in  precinct  No.  1,  Cleburne  County,  fifth  congressional  district 

of  Alabama,  and  giving  reason  rendered  by  inspector  thcrotbr 1 193 

Lieutenant  Charles  Keller  reports  the  |nurder  of  a  negro,  and  measures  taken 

to  arrest  the  murderers 1193-1)94 

Lieutenant  Charles  Keller  reports  outrage  perpetrated  by  disguised  men .' 1 194 

affidavit  of  Diana  Williams  concerning  Ku-KJux  outrages 1194-1 195 

affidavit  of  G.  Cornelius  concerning  Ku-Klux  taking  arms,  &c 1195 

letter  of  L.  M.  Douglas,  judge  of  probate,  requesting  that  troops  be  sent  to 
certain  localities :  states  that  the  civil  authorities  are  unable  to  preserve  the 

peace 1195-1196 

affidavit  of  Daniel  Vix  concerning  attack  on  his  house 1196 

statement  of  Deputy  Sheriff  Joseph  Lee  concerning  outrages  in  Lawrence 

County 1196-1197 

affidavit  of  J.  Sauford  concerning  the  murder  of  Louis  Campl)oll  by  disguised 

men 1197 

tetter  of  J.  P.  Doyle,  sheriff  of  Bfadison  County,  asking  for  military  aid  to 

arrest  certain  murderers,  &,c 1197 

Mulligan,  E.  M.,  makes  affidavit  regarding  Ku-Klux  outrage 11 98 

affidavit  of  Mary  Campbell  concerning  the  murder  of  her  husband 1 198-1 199 

letter  of  Captain  G.  H.  McLoughlin  inclosing  affidavit  of  Isham  Henry  ..  ..1199-1200 

affidavit  of  Samuel  Mastin  concerning  robbery  by  Ku-Klux 1200 

affidavit  of  Moses  B.  Sullivan,  mmister,  concerning  ill-treatment  received  from 
Ku-Klux,  (see  testimony  of  A.  S.  Lakin,  page  146.) 

affidavit  of  Henry  Rivers  regarding  his  being  shot  by  Benjamin  Evans 1200-1201 

affidavit  of  W.  C.  Stephens  concerning  attempt  to  arrest  W.  M.  Evans  and 

others 1201 

affidavit  of  N.  Mecks  concerning  forcible  entry  of  his  house  by  Ku-Klux 1201-1202 

affidavit  of  J.  White  concerning  Ku-Klux  outrage ^ 1202 

petition  of  thirty-four  citizens  of  Vienna  for  military  protection  for  themselves 

and  property 1203 

petition  of  W*.  R.  Hunnicutt,  judge  of  probate,  and  twelve  other  citizens  of 

Cleburne  County,  Alabama,  for  military  protection 1203 

letter  of  Robert  Feam  requesting  military  protection  for  Vienna  district 1204 

affidavit  of  J.  Leslie  concerning  Ku-Klux  outrages 1204 

affidavit  of  William  Blair  concerning  Ku-Klux  outrages 1204-1205 

S.  W.  Crawford*s  letter  to  assistant  adjutant  general.  Department  of  the  South, 
forwarding  documents  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  regarding  disturbances  in  Blount 
County 1207 
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DOCUMENTS  appended  to  the  testimon^r  of  S.  W.  Crawford— Contioued. 

appended :   Letters  from  A.  S.  LakiD,  A.  B.  Watson,  William  Shepard>  and 

F.  W.  WhHe )807-12(l!9 

S.  W.  Crawford's  letter  to  assistant  adjutant  general,  Department  of  the  South, 

in  regard  to  ciyil  affairs 1209 

appended:    Letter  of  J.  W.  Haralson,  in  regard  to  civil  affairs  in  Blount 

County,  reqnestine  troops,  &c , 1309~12]0 

Lieutenant  P.  U.  Flood  reports  result  of  investigation  of  disturbance  at  Ste- 
venson, Alabama 1210 

Lieutenant  Charles  Harkins  reports  result  of  investigation  of  disturbance  at 

Somerville,  Alabama 1211 

S.  W.  Crawford  reports  regarding  state  of  affairs  at  Jacksonville,  Calhoun 

County 12J1-1212 

Lieutenant  Charles  Harkins  reports  result  of  investigation  into  the  murder  of 

Samuel  Boyd,  late  solicitor  or  Greene  County,  Alabama 1212-I213 

appended:  Statements  of  Sheriff  Cole,  A.  A.  Smith,  circuit  clerk,  S.  B.  Bown, 
county  assessor,  copy  of  testimony  before  and  proceedings  of  coroner's 

inquest 1213-1216 

Lieutenant   Charles   Harkins    reporting   cause   of  disturbance   at   Eutaw, 

Alabama 1216-1217 

Captain  McLoughlin's  report  regarding  disturbances  at  Stevenson,  Alabama..        1217 
Lieutenant  Gallagher's  report  regarding  disturbances  at  Ashville,  Alabama..  1217-1211' 

appended:  Affidavit  of  Charles  A.  Ritchey 1219-1220 

Captain  McLoughlin  reports  regarding  outrage  on  J.  McMannan 1220 

Captain  McLoughlin  reports  that  his  camp  has  been  fired  on ;  civil  law  a  dead 

letter ;  ex-Union  soldier  living  in  his  camp  for  protection 1221 

appended:  Affidavit  of  Colomay  Smith 1221 

Captain  McLoughlin  reports  reading  state  of  affairs  at  Ashville,  Alabama. . .        1222 
appended:   Letter  from  Judge  l>eBerry  requesting  that  the  town  be  placed 
under  martial  law.    Affidavit  of  William  Starkey  concerning  Ku-Klux  out- 
rages          1222 

Captain  McLoughlin  reports  regarding  state  of  affairs  in  Saint  Clair  County . .        1223 

Captain  McLoughlin  reports  the  shooting  of  Mr.  Springfield 122.*i 

Lieutenant  Bateman  reports  ragarding  fight  between  negroes  and  disguised 

men  at  Courtland,  Alabama 1223-1224 

appemded :   Statement  of  Mr.  Baker ;  joint  statement  of  Messrs.  Foster,  H. 

6aker,  Mr.  Phalen,  and  Mr.  Simmons.    Diagram  of  scene  of  action 1224-1228 

Captain  McLoughlin  reports  regarding  the  mprder  of  Mr.  Harrison 1229 

Lieutenant   Bateman   reports   regarding   disturbances   in   Fayette  County, 

Alabama 1229 

Lieutenant  Bateman  reports  action  in  assisting  civil  officers 1229-123C^ 

appended :  Affidavit  of  F.  M.  Treadaway,  sheriff  of  Fayette  County,  Alabama.        12:^ 

Captain  McLoughlin  reports  the  shooting  of  Jessie  Ingram 123(( 

Judge  Haralsbn  applies  for  troops  for  De  Kalb  County,  Alabama 123 1 

8.  Lawler  and  R.  Barber,  affidavits  regarding  disguised  men  ..' 1231-12:i2 

Firank  Bell's  affidavit  regarding  Ku-Klux  outrages 1232 

James  Bell  and  Joshua  Harris,  affidavit  regardmg  Ku-KIux  outrages 12:^^ 

H.  G.  Thomas,  sheriff,  reports  tbat  he  mu^t  resign  or  suspend  busuiess 1233-1234 

C.  HayS;  member  of  Congress,  letters   regarding  murders,  &c.,  in  Sumter, 
Greene,  and  Tuscaloosa  Counties,  Alabama 1234 

Judge  DeBerry,  requesting  troops  for  Saint  Clair  County,  Alabama 1234-12^ir> 

£.  G.  Barnes,  requesting  at  least  one  hundred  troops  for  Patoua,  Alabama. . .        123r> 

W.  S.  McElwain,  requesting  troops  for  Patona,  Alabama J235 

J.  McMannan's  affidavit  regarding  outrage  ou  him 1235-1236 

A.  D.  Bailey's,  C.  L  Sharp's,  £.  L.  Hesierby's  statements  coaceming  dis- 
turbance at  Cross  Plains,  Alabama J236-1238 

S.  Crawford,  requestinj^  garrison  for  Stevenson,  Alabama 1236 

Lncinda  Ford's  affidavit  concerning  Ku-Klux  outrage 1239 

D.  L.  Dalton,  forwarding  letter  of  W.  B.  Bowen 1239 

appended  letter  of  W .  B.  Bowen  concerning  firing  upon  colorc^l  congregations . .        124(i 

telegrams  to  General  Crawford  from  various  parties 1240-1242 

Affidavit  of  Willie  McGnegor 1242 

Documents  rdened  to  in  testimony  of  John  Van  Yalkenburg 801-809 

DuTffitti,  James,  (Isaac,)  whipping  of. 128,155,162-164,181,211,230 

iWherty, ,kimng  of 929 

Dougherty,  William,  character  of 1064,1065,1070,1106.1107 

Dougherty,  William,  shooting  of 1023, 1024, 1032, 10(i2, 1064, 106:. 

n— A 
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DOUGHERTY.  WILLIAM,  testimony  of 1022-1042 

resident  of  Opelika,  Lee  County  ;  native  of  Georgia;  lived  at  Taskeg^  Jane, 

1870 ;  assistant  marshal  to  take  the  censas  of  Macon  County 1022 

a  republican 1031 

outrage  upon  J.  H.  Alston,  (attempted  assassination,)  and  its  effect  upon  the 
republican  party  of  the  county 1023, 1031 

Earticulars  of  the  shooting  of  witness 1023, 1024, 1032 
unff  m  emfty 1024,1037 

thinks  J.  S.  Smith  was  the  man  who  shot  him J 024, 1032, 1033 

republican  meeting  in  October,  1870,  interrupted,  and  speakers  insulted . .  1024,  ]027, 1034 

Zion  church  fired  into;  two  negroes  killed  and  five  wounded 1024, 1025, 1034, 1035 

no  efforts  made  to  ascertain  the  perpetrators 1025 

nearly  every  colored  church  and  school-house  in  the  county  burned  in  the  fall 

of  1870 1025,1026 

relative  party  vote  of  Macon  County 1026, 1028, 1030, 1039, 1040, 1041, 1042 

insecurity  felt  by  republicans 1026 

intimidation  of  voters 1026,  J 028, 1035, 1036, 1040 

attempts  to  prevent  republican  meetings  being  held 1027 

the  democratic  paper  at  Tuskegee  reported  several  of  these  outrages,  and 

chared  them  upon  republicans ;  its  tone  as  to  Ku-KIuz  outrages 1028 

case  ot  James  H.  Alston,  and  his  character  and  standing 1029, 1036, 1037 

disclaims  having  made  the  statements  testified  to  by  Alston 1029, 1030 

witness  indicted  and  tried  for  murder  of  Timothy  Davis,  in  1868,  and  acquit- 

ted 1030,1031,1037,1039 

J.  H.  Hodnett  shot  at  for  being  a  republican 1033,1034 

has  frequently  received  Ku-Klux  letters ;  thoir  purport 1037 

believes  there  was  a  Eu-KIux  organization  in  Macon  County  in  1870 ;  mani- 

festation  of  feeling  on  part  of  the  democrats  on  account  of  his  activity  in 

the  election  of  1870 1038 

grand  and  petit  juries  generally  composed  of  democrats 1035, 1039 

alleged  causes  for  the  burning  of  schools  and  churches 1039 

contested-election  case  of  Norris  vs.  Handloy 1040, 104 1 

Douglass, ,  killing  of - 428 

Douglass,  Judge,  as  i^  carpet-bagger 4..  781-7H3 

DOX,  Hon.  PETER  M.,  testimony  of 428-462 

resident  of  Huntsville  since  1854 ;  meihber  ef  the  present  Congress  and  of 

Forty-first  Congress  ;  a  farmer 428 

reared  in  Ontario  county,  New  York  .• 454 

execution  of  the  laws 428,453,434 

disguised  men,  bands  of,  &c 431 ,  432, 442, 443, 444, 446, 450, 451 ,  452, 459 

disguised  men,  purposes  of 432,444,445,451 

disguised  men,  palliation  of  acts  of 457 

election  laws , 435,453 

freedom  of  political  opinions 429,430 

negroes,  promises  made  by  radicals  to 435,445,459,460 

negroes  voting  democratic  ticket 434,435 

difficulty  at  Patona,  (cross-roads) 428,429,445,456 

law  of  Congress  in  regard  to  Ku-K1ux , 458 

no  convictions  for  Ku-Klux  outrages 458 

killing  of  Ben.  Snodgrass 428 

killiugof  Bob  Thompson ' 428 

killing  of Ragland 428 

kiUiug  of Douglass 428 

killing  of Cate 428,451 

killing  of  James  H.  P.  Wright 433,451 

killing  of Boyd,  solicitor  of  Greene  county 444 

killing  of  Ned  Larkinand  brother 451 

hanging  of Luke 429,445 

shooting  of Cox 432 

shooting  of  Judge  Thurlow 432,442,452 

whipping  of  Mr.  Harfcer 451 

concerning  Rev.  A.  8.  Lakin,  430, 433, 434, 438, 439, 440, 446, 447, 448, 449,^51 ,  458, 460 

firing  into  house  of  Rev.  A.  S.  Lakin 441 

opposition  to  reconstruction,  &c 435, 446 

general  amnesty 437,455 

rapes  by  negroes 446 

taxation  in  Alabama ..> 461 

concerning  Union  Leagues .' ^....  43& 
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BRAKE,  CHARLES  L.,  testimony  of 1545-1550 

resident  of  Demopolis,   Marenffo  couuty,  register- in  chancery;  was  circuit 

clerk;  was  connected  with  tne  Freedmen*s  Bureau J545 

came  to  the  State  in  April,  1866 1550 

was  insulted  at  Linden  by  the  crowd  assembled  to  hear  Dr.  Jones  speak ; 

interruptions  of  the  meeting  while  Dr.  Jones  was  speaking 1546 

character  of  Jones's  speech  ;  the  colored  people  at  the  meetmg  were  quiet  and 

orderly 1547 

unfriendly  feeling  toward  republican  office-holders 1547, 1548 

social  ostracism ;  unfriendly  feeling  toward  colored  schools ;  whipping  of 
Neibliog ;  two  school-houses  and  a  church  burned  in  Choctaw  County  ;  the 
county,  until  within  a  year,  exempt  from  cases  of  violence,  but  within  the 
year  such  occurrences  quite  frequent ;  no  one  punished  for  outrages  upon 
the  negroes  ;  riot  at  Shiloh ;  Robin  Westbrook  killed ;  riot  at  Linden,  and 

whipping  of  Keibling J548 

outrages  common  in  Choctaw.  Sumter,  Greene,  and  Hale  Counties;  no  earnest 
efforts  made  to  discover  and  punish  offenders  ;  discrimination  in  the  admin- 
istration  of  justice  on  account  of  color  and  political  opinion;  intimidation  of 

voters 1549 

opinion  as  to  whether  the  negro  is  fit  to  vote 1550 

Donlap,  Frank,  identified  by  Reynolds 1180 

Duna,  Mike,  killing  of 1360,1361,1365,1654,1901,1912,1913,1918 

Dunn,  Morns,  identified  by  Fullerlove 1649 

Dunn,  Squire,  driving  off  of  negroes  of 1138 

Duskin,  George  M.,  received  Ku-Rlux  letters 1295 

E. 

ECHOLS,  HOWELL,  (colored,)  testim on v  of 957-960 

lives  in  Huntsville ;  presiding  elder  of  the  Methodist  Church 957 

details  the  history  of  the  Methodist  church  over  which  he  was  pastor ;  its 

Imilding,  transfer,  &c 957-960 

EDWARDS,  DBURYJSEUBEN,  testimony  of ..192:3-1933 

resident  of  Choctaw  County 1923 

statements  of  witness  relative  to  his  fox-hust  with  Morris  Dunn,  accused  of 

wliippiiig  Robert  Fullerlove ^ 1923-1927,1930,1931 

his  knowledge  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization,  their  purpose,  &c 1927-1930, 1932 

Edwards,  Nathaniel,  killing  of 102,1919 

Election  laws,  chaiacter and  operation  of.... ia5, 186,209,239,249,250,358,367-369,379, 

380, 384, 402, 463, 503, 521-524, 555, 561 ,  965, 966, 972, 973, 1 1 80, 1888, 1889 

Elections,  character  of 1681,1862,1803,1957 

for  governor ....  181-184, 192, 193, 216, 217, 361, 362, 376, 379, 396, 397, 497-501 ,  511-518 

frauds 1150-1152,1462 

Eikina,  Wash,  identified  by  Weir 1244 

EmigraUon 1466,1656,1712,1739,1951 

ENGLISH,  WILLIAM  H.,  testimony  of 1433-1441 

conductor  on  the  Selma  and  Mendian  railroad  for  ten  years 1 433 

native  of  Georgia 1436 

was  on  the  traiu  when  Diggs,  a  route-agent,  was  killed ;  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  killing  ;  Robert  Eustick  told  witness  that  he  intended  to  kill 

Diggs,  and  afterward  that  he  had  killed  him 1433,1439,1440 

witness  reported  the  facts  to  the  post-office  department  in  Selma,  to  the  re- 
ceiver and  superintendent  of  the  road,  and  to  the  United  States  deputy  mar- 
shal;  nothing  done  in  the  case 1433,1434 

the  advice  he  gave  Coleman,  the  successor  of  Diggs  ;  Coleman  was  threat- 
ened  1434,1435,1440 

John  Hardy,  conductor,  forced  to  give  up  his  position  by  disguised  men; 

think  they  acted  purely  in  the  public  interest 1436 

negroes  arrested    in  Sumter  County    by  the  Ku-Klux,  the    train  stopped, 

negroes  put  on  board  and  taken  to  Livingston  jail 1437 

reasons  for  witness's  discharge  fi'om  the  road 1436,1437 

Loyal  Lea^^ue  and  Ku-Klux  organizations 1437,14:^ 

Meridian  not 1439 

miscegenation  ..•* 1441 

Btberidge,  J.S.,shootmg  of 1676 

Enstick,  Robert,  killing  of  Diggs  by 1433,1439,1440 

EnUw,  riot  at..4,5,9, 10,14, 15,28,29,41,44,45,62,80,81,96,100,101,221,261,268-271, 
279, 281, 284, 285, 296, 30L  302, 307-310, 312, 315, 317, 319, 327, 338, 340, 348, 

349, 354, 423, 1 170, 1784, 1964 
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Eutaw,  trial  of  rioters  at 12,19,37,51,54,83,106  202,280,317,327, 1410,1414,1840 

Evans,  Beojainin,  shooting  of  Henry  Hivera  by 1165 

Eyans,  Prince,  whipping  of 1458 

Evans,  Willis  Monro«>,  kiUing  of 1190 

EzcH,  Isham,  killing  of 1361,1364,1655.1918 

EzoU,  William,  kUUng  of. 1267,1869,1885,1901,1912.1913 

F. 

"^PALKNER.  JEFFERSON,  testimony  of 1114-1125 

resident  of  Montgomery 1114 

a  lawyer 1115 

a  democrat ;  native  of  the  South ;  a  minister  of  tho  Gospel ;  was  in  the  con- 
federate army 1121 

shootinff  of  AmericDS  Trambles 1114,1115,1117,1118 

thinks  diligent  search  was  made  to  discover  the  perpetrators 1 1 15, 1 120 

and  that  they  were  from  Georgia 11 16 

killing  of  a  negro  at  political  meeting  in  La  Fayette,  by  the  marshal..  11 16, 1123,  V2'14 

character  and  standing  of  Tramblea ;  mixed  churches 1119,1120 

no  Ka-Klnx  organization  in  Chambers  County;  some  disturbances  in  Talla- 
poosa County,  by  disguised  men,  and  their  object 1 121 

social  standing,  &c„  of  Mrs.  Randall 1115,1118,1122,1123 

Fayette  County,  strength  of  Ku-Klux  in 547 

negroes  driven  from 550 

Ku-Klux  operations  in .1 172, 1 752 

terrorism  in 1294 

convention  of  disguised  men  in • 1763 

whipped  in :  Mr.  Fowler,  Mr.  Tidwell..  Mr.  Wooley— 3. 

outrages  in :  Sheriff  Treadway  killed  in ;  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson  shot  in ;  Mr.  Tra- 

wick 

Feaion,  Elliott,  killing  of : 932 

Feeling  betwe^'u  whites  and  blacks  ..252,  J35, 353, 356, 37 1,550, 562, 909-9 11, 970, 981, 982, 
nil,  1113, 1144, 1179, 1288,  i:320, 1350, 1372, 1373, 1410, 1411, 1661, 1662, 1681, 

1706, 1707, 1766, 1770, 1995, 1960 
toward  northern  settlers  and  radicals ....  841 ,  842, 684, 936, 1874, 1422, 1542, 1547. 1548, 

1858,1920, 1979, 1980, 1992, 1993 
toward  United  States  Government.... 339, 353, 406, 768, 825, 826, 850, 851, 1287, 1288, 

1409, 1817, 1824-1827, 1850, 1859, 1864, 1865 

FENDERSON,  8HEPERD,  (colored,)  testimony  of 1395-14(^ 

lives  in  Marengo  County ;  a  farmer ;  killing  of  Robin  Westbrook 1395, 1404 

Mrs.  Westbiook's  views  as  to  who  killed  him,  &c 1 395-1397, 1403 

character,  standing,  &c. ,  of  Westbrook 1 397, 1 398, 1400, 1403, 1404 

generiil  opinion  that  the  cause  of  his  death  was  the  beating  of  Dr.  Smith  in  a 
lawsuit;  thinks  Dr.  Smith  was  not  shot  at,  and  his  reasons  therefor  ..  ..  1398, 1399, 

1400, 140:^ 

negroes  whipped  and  made  to  confess  the  shooting 1398, 1399, 1404 

cause  of  Dr.  Smith's  lawsuit ;  he  was  believed  to  dc  in  the  raid  upon  West- 
brook .; 1401 

Richard  Lewis  whipped 1399,1402,1404 

general  opinion  that  the  boys  in  jail  for  firing  on  Dr.  Smith  were  innocent,  and 

that  Lewis  gave  their  names  to  save  his  further  whipping 1402 

intimidation  of  complainants 1404 

intimidation  of  voters 1404, 1405 

Few,  Ignatius  A.,  raid  on  house  of 1081,1100-1102,1144,1147-1149 

?EW,  IGNATIUS  A.,  testimony  of. 1080-1085 

readout  of  Opelika,  Lee  County ;  a  butcher ;  lived  in  Russell  County ;  was 

a  teacher  there  of  colored  schools 1090 

native  of  Gk»orgia 1083 

his  house  attacked  July  19, 1869 ;  twenty-two  stones  thrown  through  the  win- 
dows, and  room  fired  into  several  times :  was  afraid  to  call  upon  the  sheriff 
and  county  solicitor,  because  he  believed  they  were  in  sympathy  with  the 
attacking  party ;  thinks  the  object  of  the  assault  was  to  break  up  the  school 

and  get  him  out  of  the  way 1081 

his  republicanism  the  cause  of  the  outrage 1081 ,  1084 

thinks  the  citizens  were  opposed  to  colored  schools ;  intimidation  of  voters  ; 

was  frequently  threatenea 1082, 1063 

names  of  the  parties  who,  he  thinks,  attacked  his  house 1063, 1684 

they  are  all  democrats ;  left  Russell  county  on  account  of  apprehension  of 

danger 1694 

charged  with  trying  to  create  social  equality 1081,1064,1085 
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Fioanoes,  State  and  comity 902,963 

lfioley,Mr.,kimiigof 1751,1768,1852,1971,1972 

Force,  Lewis  D.,  testimony  in  trial  of  Patona  rioters  as  to  Ku-Klnx... .79, 92,96, 100, 465, 

467, 468, 473, 474, 482, 484 

Fletobor, ,  shooting  of 1284,1482 

Ford,  Lncinda  and  family,  ontrage  upon 1173, 1239 

Ford,  William,  whipping  of 680,681,928 

FORD,  WILLIAM,  (colored, )  testimony  of 679-686 

lived  in  Madison  County  in  the  fall  of  1868 679 

was  in  the  Army  three  weeks - 680 

whipping  of  witness  by  disguised  men 680,681 

whipping  of  George  liawler  for  being  a  republican 681 

whipping  of  Wesley  Vincent ;  no  one  ever  punished  for  these  whippings ; 

intimidation  of  voters 662 

colored  people  nearly  all  deprived  of  their  fire-arms .- 683 

Loyal  Leagues,  operation,  teaching,  &c.,  oi 683-686 

FORNEY,  WIIJ:JAMH.,  testimony  of ; 462-492 

resident  of  Jacksonville  for  thirty-five  years ;  lawyer  by  profession ;  counsel 
for  persons  charged  with  being  engaged  in  the  murders  at  Cross  Plains  or 

Patona 462 

edwcntiou  of  the  laws 462,479 

disguised  men,  bands  of,  dec, 462,466,471,472,474,475,476,477,478,479,480, 

461 ,  483, 485, 486, 487, 488, 489, 49U 

disguised  men,  whippings  by 475,476 

disguised  men,  character  of  members  of  bands  of 480 

difficulty  at  Patona  or  Cross  Plains -. 462-472,481-485 

difficulty  at  Patona,  testimony  of  Lewis  M.  Force  in  trial  of  I \ 465, 467, 

468  473  474  482  484 

banging  of  William  C.Luke U65*  470*,  471 ',483 

outrage  upon Crook .• 475,487 

no  punishment  infiictedfor  Eu-Klux  offenses 479 

negroes  in  disguise  committing  offenses 488 

negroes  voting  democratic  ticket 468,480 

negro  suffrage : • 492 

conceming  Freedmen's  Bureau 477 

concerning  Union  League 475,487 

Fowler,  Mr.,  whipping  of 549 

Frances,  Mr.,  killinfi^  of 136 

f^caokenham,  Mr.,  killing  of 1971 

|>eddrick,  Csesar,  killing  of -. 77. 

f^E^edman's  Bureau,  effect,  &c.,  of jM57,  371, 390, 477, 1132 

Friend,  David,  identified  by  Blair 676 

Fuller,  John,  struck  in  face  with  club 1239 

FULLliRLOVE,  ROBERT,  (colored,)  testimony  of 1649-1660 

resident  of  Choctaw  County 1649 

votes  the  radical  ticket  all  ihe  time 1653 

details  of  whippiufif  and  outrage  upon  witness  by  Charley  Bran  and  Morris 
Dunn,  while  on  his  way  to  testify  befure  the  committee,  in  obedience  to  its 

subpoena 1649-1651,1658,1659 

his  house  fired  into  February,  1871 1651,1652,1659,1660 

details  of  second  attack  upon  his  house  in  April 1652, 1653, 1656, 1659 

threats  made  against  him ;  has  been  lying  out  at  nights  since  April  25 1653 

was  promised  protection  if  he  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket 1654, 1660 

Hike  Dunn  killed,  October,  1871,  and  Abe  Lyons 1654 

Thomas  Rogers  killed,  June,  1871 1554,1655 

Isam  Ezell  and  another  killed,  September,  1871 ;  school-houses  and  churches 

burned 1655 

intimidation  of  voters 1655,1656 

is  afraid  to  return  home ;  thinks  of  going  to  Kansas ;  all  the  people  in  the 

neighborhood  fixin^^  to  go 1656 

court-house  shot  into  m  April ;  the  court  adjourned  and  none  held  since 1657 

fiignsacardto  obtain  protection 1660 

G. 

Gftfbgbec,  Lieutenant  M.  Frank,  reports  of 1161,1191 

Qardiner,  Amos,  whipping  of 862 

Gafotoer,  Major,  whipping  of  brother  of 864 
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GARDINER,  MAJOR,  (colored,)  testimony  of 862-864 

born  in  Madison  County : p 862 

his  honse  fired  into  by  disguised  men ;  Martin  Bush,  Simon  Bush,  and  Amos 

Crardiner  vvhipped 862 

guns  taken  from  the  negroes ;  was  compelled  to  leave  home 862, 863 

ordered  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket 863 

several  negroes  driven  from  home ;  witness's  brother  twice  whipped 864 

Gardner,  Judge,  shooting  and  whipping  of 527 

Gai-dner,  Tom,  whipping  of •. 1998 

GARRETT,  JAMES  J.,  testimony  of 1476-1491 

resident  of  Hale  County 1475 

was  an  old-line  whig ;  was  in  the  confederate  army ;  opposed  secession ;  native 

,of  North  Carolina 1489 

character  and  standing  of  Blackford,  probate  judge 1475, 1484, 1485, 1486, 1490 

Blackford  would  sometimes  give  one  account  aud  sometimes  another  of  his 

being  visited  by  disguised  men,  and  assign  different  reasons  therefor 1475, 1486 

one  was  that  the  friends  of  Hutchinson,  his  predecessor,  wished  to  drive  him 
from  office,  that  Hutchinson  might  obtain  it ;  the  majority  of  the  community 

inclined  to  this  opinion 1476 

Blackford  administered  his  office  for  a  time  under  the  direction  and  advice  of 

witness 1476,1477 

details  of  the  tansaction  which  resulted  in  the  selling  of  Blackford's  property, 

and  his  resignation  from  office 1477 

does  not  think  the  committee  compelled  Blackford  to  leave,  or  that  he  needed 

to  be  under  any  apprehension  of  personal  violence 1 477, 1478 

never  knew  any  one  molested  on  account  of  his  politics 1478, 1483 

Orlando  Charles's  house  shot  into ;  his  wife  wounded,  and  he  narrowly  escaped 
being  killed ;  this  outrage  alleged  to  have  been  done  by  negroes  on  the  insti- 
gation of  Blackford.... .... . 1478,1479 

Aleck  Webb,  colored,  killed,  in  1867,  by  John  C.  Crick  ;  a  riot  followed,  the 
negroes  scourincf  the  country  in  pursuit  of  Crick ;  Mr.  Gewer  captui-ed  by 

them  and  brought  before  Judge  Blackford  ;  Crick  left  the  State 1479 

killing  of  Harvey  McCann,  colored,  in  Perry  Countj'  ^  attempt  to  release  Pey- 
ton McDonald  from  jail  by  a  band  of  disguised  men 1480 

attempt  to  take  a  colored  man  from  the  Marion  jail 1480, 1481 

Mrs.  Nutting's  honse  fired  into 1481 

negro  found  dead  near  Hollow  Square ;  Mr.  Monette's  house  fired  into ;  sup- 
posed to  have  been  done  by  negroes ;  negro  prayer-meeting  fired  into  and  one 

of  the  parties  wounded 1482 

the  raid  upon  Judee  Blackford 1483,1484 

McGrary  released  from  jail 1484,1491 

Blackford  was  a  disturbing  element  in  the  community,  and  the  people  sought 
to  get  rid  of  him  ;  the  main  consideration  in  the  purchase  of  his  property 

was  to  get  him  away : 1486 

thinks  he  would  have  staid  had  it  been  left  entirely  to  him  ;  condition  of  the 

purchase  of  his  property;  tbat  he  should  lesign  and  leave. 1487 

object,  &.C.,  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan 1487,1488,1489 

republican  officers  generally  in  bad  repute 1489 

general  conduct  and  behavior  of  the  colored  people 1 489, 1490 

official  conduct  of  Judge  Blackford  invcstlgatea  by  a  committee ;  tboir  report 

satisfactory 1490 

Geary,  Andrew,  killing  of....' 1092-1094 

Gewer,  Mr.,  arrested  by  negroes 1479, 1499, 1522 

Gibson,  Frank,  identified  by  Weir 653,664,695 

Gibson,  Isaac,  killing  of.. JM2 

GILES  HENRY,  (colored,)  testimony  of. 1009-i016 

went  by  the  uame  of  Garrett,  when  registered 1009 

has  lived  in  Montgomery  since  Christmas ;  did  live  in  Nixburg  beat,  Coosa 

County;  deacon  in  the  Baptist  church 1010 

the  white  men  in  the  beat  said  we  were  too  strong  republicans,  and  that  the 

church  would  be  burned ;  intimidation  of  voters ., 1010, 1015 

church  burned  January  1,  1871,  by  disguised  men lUlU,  1011, 1014 

shootingof  Ben  Renshaw,  same  date ;  Wiley  Williams  (colored)  whipped;  Aleck 

Sheely  (colored)  whipped,  Tallapoosa  County ;  Big  Maxwell  whipped 1011 

Green  Sturdeway  and  Jerry  Webb  whipped  :  all  these  were  whipped  because 

they  voted  the  republican  ticket 1012 

witness  afraid  to  return  home,  as  the  Eu*Elux  threaten  they  will  kill  him.  1012, 1014, 1015 

all  his  property  taken  during  his  absence 10J3 

Smith  Watley  whipped  for  being  a  republican 1015, 1016 

Dick  Martin,  Joseph  BeJ&er,  and  John  Baker  whipped 1016 
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GHl,  Joaeph,  whipped  and  shot  at 8 13, 614, 918, 922 

GILL,  JOSEPH,  (colored,)  te«timony  of 812-815 

liTiMi  in  Arkansas ;  fifty-one  years  old  ;'  a  slave  before  the  war 814 

whipped  by  Kn-Klnx  two  hundred  lashes  and  shot  at  twice,  in  Madison  connty 

in  1868 ;  compelled  to  leave  home 812, 814 

his  house  visited  in  1868  and  1869  and  searched  for  gWDS ;  leaves  for  Arkansas ; 
made  two  crops  there ;  returned  to  Alabama  six  weeks  ago  to  collect  some        i 

money  due;  disarming  of  the  negroes  by  disguised  men 1813 

kinds  ot  disfniises  worn SftX 

stories  told  the  negroes  by  the  Ku-Klux 812.813,814 

GILLESPIE,  JOHN  C,  testimony  of 1602-161i0 

resident  of  Livingston,  Sumter  County ;  clerk  in  the  probate  court ;  is  the  oldest 

inhabitant,  1602;  voted  for  Seymour  and  Blair 1620 

raid  unon  Dr.  Choutteau's  house,  and  the  killing  of  Coblentz 1602, 1603, 1604 

allegea  improper  influence  exerted  by  Dr.  Choutteau ;  his  teachings  and  char- 
acter  1602,1603,1608,1609 

Jasper  and  Zeke  High  taken  from  jail  and  killed 1604,1605 

the  community  powerless  to  prevent  these  outrages 1605 

Ku-Klux  organization,  its  extent,  &c 1606, 1613 

)vhippiug  of  Adam  Kennard 1606 

killing  of  Richard  Burk ;  George  Houston  shot ; 1607 

scalawags  not  held  in  high  estimation 1609 

Isaiah  Hunter  (colored)  shot  and  burned  in  his  house 1609^  1610 

Judge  Smith's  character  as  judge,  and  the  prejudice  against  him 1610-1612 

bis  mill,  gin-house,  fences,  and  bridges  burned 161 1 

the  failure  to  convict  in  Ku-Klux  cases  arises  from  the  difficulty  in  ascertaining 

the  parties  and  the  danger  to  witnesses ^ 1613 

Powers  or  Powell  (colored)  and  an  Englishman  whipped  and  shot ;  colored 

school-houses  burned ;  general  behavior  of  the  negroes 161 4 

killing  of  Collins  in  an  alleged  Ku-Klux  raid ;  riot  in  Livingston,  August,  1870, 

and  political  meeting  dispersed 1615 

character  of  Mr.  Price,  who  called  this  meeting 1615,1616 

social  proscription  on  account  of  teachiug  colored  school 1616 

interruption  of  a  meeting  at  Livington,  1870,  addressed  by  Ex-Senator  Warner 

and  Ex-Govemor  Smith 1617 

the  mass  of  the  colored  ]>eople  republican ;  no  attempt  to  canvass  the  county 
by  republicans ;  it  was  hazardous  for  the  congressional  candidate  to  come 

there  and  speak ..        1618 

fallinfroffoftbe  vote  from  1868  to  1870;  causes  thereof 1619 

€}ilmore,  Mr.,  implicated  in  the  killing  of  Thomas 1672 

'Oilmore,  W.  J.,  burning  of  house  of - 1627 

Oilmore,  W.  J.,  as  counly  superintendent  of  Choctaw  County 1875, 1876, 1879-1881 

GLOVER,  BENJAMIN  M.,  testimony  of 1868-1897 

resident  of  Mount  Sterling,  Choctaw  County:  probate  judge;  appointed  May 

10,  1871 ;  was  previously  a  lawyer ;  was  a  whig,  and  opposed  secession 1868 

now  a  democrat 1876 

member  of  the  legislature  before  the  war 1877 

iustlce  of  the  peace  and  coroner 1895 

the  people  of  Choctaw  County  law-abiding 1868 

resignation  of  the  sheriff .. -^ 1868,1869,1891 

killing  ofAbe  Lyon  in  1871 1868,1869,1882,1883,1887,1897 

'    killing  of  Rogers,  Ezell,  and  Lem.  Campbell 1869,1885 

so  intimidation  of  colored  republican  voters ;  democratic  negroes ;  one  mobbed 

forvoting  the  democratic  ticket 1869,1879,1888 

the  connty  and  judicial  officers  who  were  elected  in  1868 1 870, 1 880 

character  of  Judge  ^ill  as  to  his  efficiency  as  an  officer : 1871, 1880 

inrestigation  of  the  accounts  of  Alexander  Hill,  treasurer ;  burning  of  the 
records  of  the  probate  court  and  of  the  circuit  court ;  universal  opinion  that 
the  fire  was  caused  by  parties  interested  in  destroying  the  evidence  against 

them 1871,1880 

Kn-Klux  notice  to  Judge  J.  Q.  Smith,  warning  him  not  to  hold  court  .1871, 1872, 1889 

Judg'e  Luther  R.  Smith^  mill  and  gin-house  burned 1872, 187:{ 

witness's  gin-house  burned ^ 1873,1877 

effort  to  discover  the  murderers  of  Abe  Lyon ;  resolutions  adopted  at  a  meet- 
ing to  suppress  lawlessness,  and  a  band  pursuing  marauders 1873, 1883, 1886 

sherifiB  of  Choctaw  County,  and  their  character  as  to  efficiency 1873, 1874 

character  and  dctions  of  Robert  Eullerlove 1874, 1877, 1878, 1879 
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GLOVER,  BENJAMIN  M.,  testimonj  of— ConUnued. 

conoemiog  W.  J.  Gilmore,  snpeiintendent  of  scboolt  of  Choctaw  Ootinly 1975, 1876 

1«79, 1880, 1881 

stendinff,  &c.,  of  Judge  Smith 1878,1879 

the  holdiiig  of  a  plurauty  of  offices ;  negro  killed  below  Mount  Sterling 1882 

killing  ofMr.  Thomas,  and  trial  of  Judge  Morris,  charged  with  his  killing..  .1883, 1884 

1885, 1895, 1896 
knows  of  no  white  man  having  been  punished  for  being  concerned  in  the  whip- 
ping or  killing  of  negroes 1886 

Ku-Klux  organ&ation,  its  extent.  &c 1887,1890,1893-1897 

election  laws  and  their  operation I 18^,1889 

church  in  which  school  was  held  burned 1889 

opposition  to  negro  suffrage 1889, 1890 

euBcationof  negroes - 1889 

Union  League,  its  extent,  4bc 1890,  m95 

Judge  Hill  notified  to  resign,  and  the  shooting  of  him 1891 

a  county  convention  called,  which  passed  resolutions  requesting  the  officers  to 

resign 1891,1892 

meetine  of  the  bar,  and  its  action ;  resignation  of  the  jndfl»e 1 892 

GLOVEE,  PEARSON  J.,  tesUmonyof 1338,1351 

resides  in  Marengo  County ;  a  planter;  native  of  the  State ;  non-resident  of  die 

State  for  nine  years 1338 

was  in  the  confederate  army 1348 

Mr.  Neibling,  teacher  of  a  colored  school,  whipped,  April,  187 1 ,  by  disguised  men ; 
witness  resented  it  as  an  indignity  to  himself  and  issued  notice  to  the  attack- 
ing party,  addressing  it  to  them  personally,  through  the  newspapers,  saying 
that  he  would  keep  Neibling  at  his  house ;  that  he  should  Jiot  leave,  and  that 

any  man  who  came  to  molest  kim  would  be  killed 1338 

received  a  notice  that  if  he  did  not  take  back  what  he  had  said,  he  would  be  vis- 
ited ;  Mr.  Neibling  continued  teaching  until  July,  then  returned  home  at 

the  .solicitation  of  nis  mother 1339 

believes  that  Marscbalk,  who  was  afterward  killed  by  Mr.  Burney,  was  one  of 

^the  attacking  party 1340 

county  appropriation  to  railroad  voted 1340, 1341 

question  of  location  of  conrt-house  ;  charges  that  W.  B.  Jones,  State  senator, 

was  bribed 1341 

reasons  for  Neibling^s  whipping 1840, 1341, 1342 

statement  of  W.  T.  Neibling,  as  published  in  the  Expouent 1342-1343 

his  card  as  originally  published  in  the  Marengo  Journal 1344 

political  course  of  W.  B.Jones 1345,1846,1347,1349,1350 

extract  from  the  Tuscaloosa  Monitor,  and  the  character  <of  its  editor 1347, 1348 

thinks  the  disturbances  which  exist  are  caused  by  the  teachings  of  such  men 

as  Jones  1349 

hostility  between  the  races 1350 

conduct  of  the  freedmen  since  tbe  war  unpreoedentedly  good 1  ii5\ 

Godfrey,  Danger,  cutting  off  the  ears  of 1736 

Gk>ldthwaite,  Zack,  whipping  of 1007 

Goodloe,  Calvin,  character  of 595-597 

GOODLOE,  JOHN  CALVIN,  testimony  of G36-641 

residentof  Colbert  County 636 

character  of  William  Henderson ^ 636 

his  investigations  in  the  Henderson  case 636-638 

whipping  of  Jordan  Wright  and  his  expulsion  from  home 638, 639 

effect  of  Ku-Klux  outrages  upon  labor ;  t£o  negroes  did  not  generally  vote  at       .        ■ 

the  last  two  elections 16391 

no  conviction  of  Ku-Klux ;  education  of  negroes ;  Ku-Klux  disbanded ;  the       ^    ^ 

laws  executed 640 

Goshe,  Adam,  shooting  of « 1092-1094 

GOULD,  J.  McKEE,  testimony  of 1837-1845 

resident  and  native  of  Greene  County;   assistant  superintendent  and  civil 

engineer  of  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad ;  a  farmer ,        1837 

was  in  the  coniederate  army 1840 

condition  of  county  quiet  and  peaceable 1837,1839 

negroes  voting  the  democratic  ticket 1838 

concerning  Ben.  Leonard's  recantation  of  his  republicanism ;  no  intimidation 

of  voters 1838,1839 

great  amount  of  stock-steaUng 1839,1844,1845 

killing  of  Guilford  Coleman 1839,1842,1844 

trial  of  theEutaw  rioters 1840 
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60ULD,  J.  McKEE,  testimonj  of-^^ontinned. 

whippiorof  JkjDOB  Bl&kely,  oolored,  1871 1840, 1841 

kSlliiig  of  Sam.  Caldwell;  negroes  killed 1841 

kaUnicofMr.  Boyd 1842,1844 

Eu-Klnx  organization,  its  exteni,  ^Itc 1842,1843,1844 

tone  of  the  press  relative  to  the  KaKlQX 1843,1844 

character  of  Ben.  Leonard ;  no  one  punished  for  outrages  npon  colored  people.        1844 
GoYernment,  United  States,  feeliag  toward  .339, 353, 406, 766,  m,  896, 850, 85 f,  1987, 1288, 

1409, 1817, 1824-1827, 1850, 1859, 1864, 1865 

Grangeff  Alfred,  killing  of 375 

Grattan^Mr.,  killing  of 1634 

Greathonse, , killing  of * ;..i 417 

Green,  Philip,  burning  of  house  of 1285,1520 

QKEEN,  THOMAS  U.,  testimony  of - 870-871 

native  of  Madison  County ;  lives  in  Huntsville ;  member  of  all  the  gn^od 
juries  since  the  war,  except  the  last ;  was  a  member  in  November,  1869,  of 

the  jury  of  whicli  Judge  Charlton  was  foreman 870 

upward  of  thirty  indictments  found  by  that  jury,  perhaps  half  for  illicit  dis- 
tilling, others  for  homicide ;  the  parties  indicted  not  brought  to  trial 870 

Greene  County,  outrages  in 1161,1191 

election,  statistics  of * 1461 

Ku-KIuz  operations  in 1790 

free  expression  of  political  opinion  in 174,280,281,304,338 

people  of,  not  opposed  to  reconstruction 311 

outraged  in,  Lucy  Breathitt,  Mr.  Cockrell,  Carr  Davis,  Nelson  Harris,  Judge 

William  MiUer— 6. 
killed  in,  Samuel  Boyd,   Sam  Caldwell,  Jaroee  Carpenter^  John  Curpenter, 
Guilford  Coleman,  Sam  Colvin,  Nelson  Harris,  James  Martin,  Henry  MiUer, 
Mr.  Palmer,  Samuel  Suoddy — U. 
shot  in,  Henry  Dew — 1. 
whipped  in,  Amos  Blakely ;  Choctaw  Joe,  Rev.  Mr.  Hill,  Littleton  Hood— 4. 

Greensborougb,  interruption  of  meeting  at..^.^.. 1453 

Griffin,  Scott,  whipping  of 1194 

H. 

Kile  County,  election  statistics  of ^ 1279,  1280 

outraged  in,  Mr.  Blackford,  Mr.  Chapman,  Mr.  Clause—- 3. 
killed  in,  Alexander  Webb— 1. 
shot  in,  Orlando  Charles'  s  wife,  Mr.  Fletcher— 2. 
whipped  in.  Handy  Hardiwick — 1. 

Hale,  Judge,  raid  on  house  of 729 

HAJbE,  SAMUEL  A.,  testimony  of 1812-1835 

resides  near  Livingston,  Sumter  County,  and  has  been  in  the  State  nearly 

thirty-five  years;  has  been  a  lawyer 1812 

A  republican  and  a  Union  man 1813 

native  of  New  Hampshire  *,  a  brother  of  John  P.  Halo 1820 

diaeossion,  in  sub-committee,  as  to  the  admissibility  of  the  letter  of  witness  to 

Senator  Wilson  on  the  condition  of  the  country 1812-1614 

character  of  the  men  composing  the  constitutional  convention  and  of  the  elec- 
tion at  which  they  were  rotnraed 1815, 1816, 1819,1826 

character,  standing,  &c.,  of  Shoriflf  Beville 1815,  1819, 1825,  1826 

causes  of  discontent 1816 

carpet-baggers  .- 1816,1828 

Ku-KIux  organizatiou,  its  extent,  &c 1816, 1817,  1820, 1821, 1822, 1823,  1824 

outrage  upon  Mr.  Choutteau 1816,  1817,  1821 

killing  of  Coblentz;  witness  shot  at 1817 

more  hostile  feeling  against  the  North  and  the  Government  to-day  than  there 

was  during  the  war 1817,  1824-1827 

character,  &.C.,  of  Daniel  Price 1816,1817,1818,18-^ 

character  of  the  Rpeecbes  made  to  the  colored  people 1818 

character,   standing,   &c.,  of   Tobias  Lane,  the  Cecils,  Mfuor  Pierce,  and 

Rolfo 1818,1819,1825 

intimidation  of  officers  and  judges 1819, 18:;f0, 1829 

negroes  killed ;  killing  of  Richard  Burke 1821 

negro  whipped ...1821,1822 

no  one  punished  for  outrages ;  the  courts  a  farce  and  a  sham -  1822 

intimidation  of  voters 1822,1829,18:50 

social  proscription 18*2,1823,1825 


XXVI  PJDEX. 

HALE,  SAMUEL  A.«  testimony  of— Continued. 

his  views  on  ne^ro  suffrage -,.. 1822 

character,  standing,  &c.,  of  Mr.  He^s 1824,1825 

the  State  convention  of  1865  wa?  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels ;  that  of  1867  or 

1868  in  those  of  the  carpet-baggers .^..        1826 

probable  efiect  of  general  amnesty T. .        1827 

politics  of  Sumter  County  officials ;  composition  of  juries 1828 

action  of  the  joint  committee  on  the  admissibility  of  his  letter  to  Senator 

Wilson : 1830 

letter  to  Senator  Wilson,  dated  January  1,  1868 1830-1834 

Senator  Wilson's  reply , 1834-1835 

Hall,  Isaac,  whipping  of 415,416 

Hall,  William,  killing  of 77 

HAMLIN,  HENRY,7colored,)  testimony  of , 857-859 

lives  in  Madison  County 857 

particulars  of  his  whipping  and  that  of  three  others 857, 858, 859 

manner  of  whipping 858 

the  stories  told  them  by  the  Ku-Klux 857,859 

they  are  ordered  to  vote  for  Seymour  and  Blair 859 

Scrugg*s  house  broken  into  aud  his  money  stolen 857, 859 

Hardiwick,  Handy,  whipping  of 1984,1991 

Hardy,  John,  forced  to  resign  his  position 1436 

HARGROVE,  WILEY,  (colored,)  testimony  of 1993-1996 

lives  on  Mr.  £ggleston*s  plantation,  five  miles  from  Columbus,  Mississippi : 

is  a  cripple 1993 

whipping  of  witness  and  wife  in  Pickens  County,  November,  1870 1993, 1994 

his  whipping  political 1993,1995 

manner  of  whipping ;  was  ordered  to  leave,  and  left ;  Samuel  Lowe  (colored) 

whipped 1994 

whipping  of  Bob  Stocksville,  Dock  Johnson,  and  Henry  Lowe 1995 

Hargrove,  Wiley,  and  wife,  whipping  of 1993, 1994, 1998, 2001, 2006 

Harker,  Mr.,  whipping  of 451 

Harlan,  Bud,  identified  by  Weir 695 

Harper,  William,  whipping  of. 140,167 

Harris,  Berry,  killing  of 77 

HARRIS,  JOHN  G.,  testimony  of 1587-1602 

resident  of  Livingston,  Sumter  County ;  a  lawyer 1587 

native  of  the  State ;  was  in  the  confederate  army ;  was  a  candidate  for  Congress 

in  opposition  to  Mr.  Hays 1588 

Dr.  Blskckford  was  a  surgeon  in  the  confederate  army ;  was  tried  by  court-mar> 

tial  and  dismissed  the  service 1588,1589 

a  large  number  of  colored  people  voted  the  democratic  ticket ;  no  intimidation 

of  voters  on  either  side ^ 1588,1592 

whipping  of  Adam  Kennard,  (colored,)  alleged  by  him  to  have  been  done  by 

Daniel  Price  and  some  negroes 1589 

politics  of  the  sheriff,  and  of  Kennard,  his  deputy 1589, 1590 

the  practice  of  holding  a  plurality  of  offices  in  the  State 1590, 1591, 1597, 1598 

election  statistics  of  Sumter  County 1591,1592, 1593 

Zeke  Williams  taken  from  jail  and  killed 1593, 1594 

Prater  released  from  jail ;  no  earnest  attempt  made  to  arrest  the  perpetrators..        1594 

Dr.  Choutteau's  house  visited  and  Coblentz  killed 1594, 1595,  J 598 

burning  of  Dr.  Choutteau's  house ;  shooting  of  George  Houston 1595 

Danger  Brown  (colored)  whipped,  and  his  ears  cut  off  by  W.  R.  Thomas  ..1595, 1596 

Jasper (colored)  taken  from  jail,  hung,  then  shot 1596 

kilhng  of  Richard  Burk 1596,1597 

Charles  Brown,  (colored,)  whipped,  1871 1597 

Ku-Klux  organization,  its  extent  &.c 1599,1600 

outrages  have  been  going  on  in  the  county  since  1867 1599 

no  one  has  been  punished  for  any  of  these  Ku-Klux  outrages 1600 

failure  to  hold  terms  of  court  when  appointed 1600, 1601 

Harris,  Nelson,  killing  of 272 

Harrison,  Frank,  killing  of 1172,1229 

Harrison,  Mr.,  whipping  and  killing  of 678 

HarroU,  R.  D.,  information  of  Ku-Klux  obtained  from,  by  Taylor 1126, 1130 

Hart,  Dudley,  killing  of 1001,1002 

Hartley,  Monie,  and  son,  shooting  of 416,422 

Hatch,  C.  W.,  received  Ku-Klux  letters 1295 

HATTER,  JAMES D.,  testimony  of -*.  1933-1940 

resides  near  Pelham,  Choctaw  County  ^» 1933 
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HATTER,  JAMES  D.,  testimonj  of— Contintied. 

private  in  the  confederate  army 1D35 

was  a  slave-bolder J ]939 

knows  Charles  Bran  and  Morris  Dunn ;  neither  of  them  were  at  Black's  Bluff 
on  Monday  night  last ;  no  negro  called  there  that  night ;  Robert  FuUerlove 

not  beaten 1933,1939 

geography  of  the  country  from  Tompkinsville  to  Livingston 1933-1 935, 1939 

negroes  killed  in  Choctaw  County 1935 

concerning  witness's  knowledge  of  the  Ku-Klux  and  their  operations 1935, 1937 

sentiment  as  to  negro  schools  and  negro  suffrage 1938 

Haughey,  Thomas,  killing  by  Collins  of 173 

Hawkins,  Thomas,  struck  with  pistol 1166,1167,1*^2 

HAWKINS,  THOMPSON  C,  testimony  of 1324-1333 

resident  of  Greene  County;  a  farmer;  was  a  mail-route  agent;  held  the 
office  five  days;  resigned  ;  was  a  democrat  until  the  war;  voted  the  repub- 
lican ticket  in  1868 ;  was  ostracized  entirely 1324 

killing  of  a  route-agent  (Frank  Diggs)  on  the  Selma  and  Meridian  road.  1325, 1328, 1329 
accepted  the  appointment  of  agent  aiter  consultation  with  Morgan  and  Jolly, 

lawyers  in  Eutaw 1325 

was  threatened  by  Mr.  Long,  sub-route  agent i;^25, 1330, 1331, 1332 

consulted  Mr.  Morgan  and  others,  and  was  advised  to  give  up  his  office,  and 
come  out  in  a  cara  quitting  the  republican  party ;  did  so,  and  it  was  piiblished 
with,  the  editorial  comment, ''  We  gave  a  black  recantation  of  radicalism 
last  week :  this  week  a  white  one :  but  we  fear  that  radicalism  is  a  disease, 

and  unless  the  blood  is  all  let  out,  the  disease  will  remain  therein  " 1326 

Ben  Lemon  (colored)  came  out  in  a  card  and  renounced  his  radicalism  ;  state- 
ments concerning  Lemon's  arrest,  and  his  meeting  with  disguised  men 1327 

Mr.  Clark  received  a  Ku-Elux  notice,  and  left ;  Arthur  Smith  received  one, 
and  left ;  whipping  of  Choctaw  Joe ;  a  republican  not  safe  in  advocating  bis 

sentiments - 1328 

no  one  arrested  for  the  murder  of  Frank  Dig^,  the  mail-route  agent 1 329 

Sheffield's  colored  school  discontinued,  and  ue  cause  therefor 1329,  ]3:^J 

Hays, Hon.  CHARLES, testimony  of.. 12-25, 1835-1837 

resident  of  Greene  County 12,1835 

member  of  Forty-first  and  Forty-second  Congresses 12 

native  of  Greene  County 15,24 

major  in  confederate  army 22 

disguised  men,  operations  of 13, 16 

disguised  men,  leading  citizens  opposed  to 16 

riot  at  Eutaw,  Greene  County 1415 

liot  at  Eutaw,  persons  tried  for 12,19 

no  punishment  inflicted  for  Ku-Klux  outrages 17 

difficulty  in  procuring  testimony .13, 16,17,21,23 

beating  of  Mr.  Cockrell : 12,19,20,23,24 

killing  of  Alexander  Boyd,  solicitor.... 12,13 

killing  of  Gilbert  Coleman,  (colored) 13 

difficulties  in  Choctaw  County 16 

Judge  Luther  R.  Smith  notified  to  resign 16 

freedom  of  political  opinions 16, 20, 23 

general  amnesty 16,21,22 

effect  of  Ku-Klux  law  of  Congress 16 

riot  at  Livingston,  August  18, 1870 1835,1836,1837 

whites  and  blacks  both  armed  at  the  meeting  at  Boligee 1835, 1836 

negroes  were  armed  for  self-defense  only ;  made  no  canvass  of  Sumter  County, 
because  it  was  unsafe :  no  republican  in  tho  State  can  make  a  speech  in 

Pickens  or  Fayette  Counties 1836 

Hays,  Dick,  whipping  of 1194 

Hays,  G.  W.,  character,  standing,  ^c,  of 1663, 1664, 1689, 1690, 1706, 1714, 1824, 1825. 

1956-1958, 1963 

SBEALY,  ROBERT  W.,  testimony  of 1155-1156 

United  States  marshal  for  the  southern  district  of  Alabama 1 155 

has  had  several  conversations  with  Judge  Busteed  relative  to  Ku-£llux  outrages, 
in  one  of  which  the  judg^  said,  **If  it  were  not  for  me,  a  republican  could  not 

live  in  the  State  " 1155,1156 

Henderson,  WilUam,  attempt  to  drown 540,557,558,577-581,583,584,636-638 

character  of '. 630 

HENPEBBON,  WILLIAM,  (colored,)  testimony  of 576-590 

Urea  in  Huntsville ;  lived  last  August  at  Mr.  Calvin  Goodloe's,  Colbert  County ; 
is  married 576 
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HENDERSON,  WILLIAM,  (colored,)  testimony  of—Continnecl. 

detaile  of  outrage  upon  bim  by  disguised  meD,  and  tbeir  attempt  to  drown 

bim 577-5ei,583,584 

eharacter  pf  tbe  disguises  worn , 579 

recognizes  three  of  the  party • 579,580 

previous  difficulty  with  some  of  them * 581,582 

the  parties  arrested,  tried  before  the  United  States  commissioner,  and  ac- 
quitted  582,683,584 

alibis  proven 588 

accounts  between  witness  and  Mr.  Malone 569, 590 

Hendricks,  Essex,  killing  of - -  77 

Henry,  Isham,  whipping  of 1164,1199,1200 

HERR,  BENJAMIN  F..  testimony  of 1061-1719 

resident  of  Livingston,  Sumter  County;  has  been  an  editor  and  publisher; 
resident  since  1865 ;  born  in  Lancaster,  Fennsylvania ;  removed  to  Missouri 

in  1853,  and  resided  there  until  1861 1661 

was  in  the  Missouri  State  guard 1683 

entered  the  confederate  service ;  was  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Livingston 

Journal,  a  democratic  paper : 1684 

an  anti-slavery  man  before  the  war ;  was  not  opposed  to  slavery  after  be  went 

to  Missouri 1718 

condition  of  the  country  afler  the  surrender ;  unsettled  but  peaceable ;  cotton 

seized  by  the  Qovernment ^..        1661 

Captain  Swift's  advice  to  the  colored  people 1061 ,  1705 

relations  between  the  races 1661, 1662 

facts  illustrating  the  good  feeling  between  the  blacks  and  whites;  a  perceptible 
change  in  this  feeling  about  the  spring  of  1867,  caused  by  the  influx  of 

carpet-bagfi^ers,  and  the  organization  of  the  Union  League 1062, 1705 

operations,  &c.,  of  the  Loyal  League.  1662, 1663, 1605, 1678, 1687, 1688, 1669, 1^2, 1693 
cnaracter,  standing,  &.C.,  of  DaniS  Price,  B.  F.  Rolfe,  and  G.  W.  Hays,  leaders 

of  the  League 1663,1664,1689,1690,1706,1714 

letter  of  Tobias  Lane,  candidate  for  probate  judge,  to  John  B.  Cecil 1664 

character  of  George  Houston J664, 1665, 1688, 1690, 1691, 1703, 1714 

withdrawals  from  the  League 1665, 1092, 1693 

address  of  Sydenham  Porter 1665,1666,1691 

extract  from  the  Livingston  Journal  of  August  5,  1870,  relative  to  the  disturb- 
ance at  Belmonf,  resulting  in  the  killing  of  Collins 1666, 1667 

Gerard  Choutteau's  version  of  the  outrage  upon  him,  as  published  in  the  Alabama 

SiateJoumalofDecenib^l7,  1868 ^ 1668,1669 

investigated  the  case  with  reference  to  the  loss  sustained  by  Choutteau,  and 

found  it  exaggerated 1669,1693,1695,1697,1698,1711 

details  of  the  killing  of  Yankee  Ben,  colored 1670,1671 

killing  of  Mr.  Binns  by  Jasper  Alexander ;   the  latter  taken  from  jail  and 

hanged 1671 

killing  of  N.  E.  Thomas,  of  Choctaw,  June,  1868 1671,1672,1701,1702 

Morse,  Armfield,  and  Gilmore,  implicated  in  the  killing,  tried  by  the  military 
authorities  and  acquitted ;  Jerry  Clark  killing  by  Prater ;  Prater  released 

from  jail 1672 

killing  of  Dennis  Pearl,  colored,  March,  1868 1672,1673 

killing  of  Coblentz,  August,  1869;  verdict  of  the  coronw'a  jury 1673 

testimony  elicited  during  the  inquest;  wounding  of  George  Houston 1673, 1674 

statement  from  the  Livingston  Journal  in  reference  to  the  pursuit  of  the  parties 

who  attacked  Dr.  Choutteau*s  house 1671 

raid  on  George  W.  Houston 1674, 1702 

Houston^s  threats  to  burn  Livingston - - 1675,1702, 1719 

meeting  of  citizens  called  to  give  assurances  to  the  negroes  of  protection 
against  outrages ;  a  patrol  organized  in  consequence ;  Mr.  Beasley^s  house 
fired  into;  killing  ot  Isaac  Hunter,  (colored,)  April,  1870,  and  burning  of  his 

house  and  body •...         1675 

Arnold  Lee  and  two  others  anested,  and  eventually  dismissed 1675, 1676 

shooting  of  J.  S.  Etheridge;  whipping  of  a  colored  woman  ;  killing  of  Enoch 

Boyd,  colored,  September,  1870 1676 

Mr.  Lovet  whipped, February,  1871 ;  Anthony  Rogers,  (colored,)  killed  by  Harri- 
son Little;  Mr.  Stratton  killed,  July,  1867;  Patterson  killed  by  Mr.  Bryan, 
April,  1868;  Mr.  Scarborough  killed  by  Mr.  Morris,  April,  1869;  Hopper 
■    killed  by  Boyd,  January,  1H70 ;  Rogers  killed  by  Meredith,  April,  1870. ..         1677 

intimidation  of  voters  on  the  part  of  Uie  Union  League FI678, 1682 

election  statistics  of  Sumter  County.. 1^8,1679 
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HERB,  BENJAMIN  F.,  testimony^  of— CoBthraed. 

retsooA  for  the  fiUliog  off  of  tbo  radkml  vote ;  effect  of  the  speeches  of  Ex-Gh>y-  ^ 

ernor  Smith  and  Seoators  Parsons  and  Warner 1679 

effect  of  A.  W.  Cockrell's  speech 1680,1681 

jseeence  of  the  Federal  troops  at  the  election  precincts ;  fitir  character  of  the 
election ;  general  disposition  evinced  bj  the  demooratSe  party  toward  the 
negreea  since  their  inTestment  with  the  rights  of  citizensDip  ;  believes  that 
the  aets  of  violence  perpetrated  against  negroes  or  other  repnolicans  were  not 

instigated  by  the  fact  tnat  thej  were  republicans 1681 

attempt  to  mob  certain  negroes  for  hurrahing  for  Seymour ;  disturbance  in  Liv-  ^ 

ingaton,  August,  1870 1682 

has  no  kaowl^ge  of  any  fund  being  raised  for  the  purchase  of  arms,  d&c,  to 
be  used  by  a  secret  order,  or  of  the  existence  of  a  sepret  order  to  suppress 
supposed  grievances,  or  of  any  combination  with  signs  and  pass-words  to 
poiiisti  omiders,  intimidate  voters,  &c. ;  enumen^s  the  visits  that  he  has 

neard  of  in  the  county  as  having  been  made  by  disguised  men^ 1685 

general  practice  of  the  eoDtmnnity  to  carry  small-arms ;  nothinff  in  the  condi- 
tion of  society  rendering  the  practice  necessary ;  it  is  against  the  law  to  carry 

concealed  weapons ;  great  destilntion  after  the  war 1686 

a  great  deal  of  stealing  was  done 1686,1717 

manner  in  which  the  testimony  given  yesterday  was  prepared  by  witness 1689 

character  of  Sydenham  Porter's  speeches 1692 

witness's  investigation  in  the  Choutteau  case 1693-1698 

praotlcability  or  non-practicability  of  obtaining  evidence  in  case  diligence  and 
earnestness  were  employed  in  tracking  the  perpetrators  of  outragee..  1699-1701, 1716 

ZekeHi^  taken  from  jail  and  killed 1701,1717,1718 

knows  ot  no  case  where  even  an  arrest  has  been^made 1701 

raid  on  Mr.  Choutteau 1702 

nuinlMr  of  homioides  in  Snihter  County  since  the  surrender ^        1703 

knows  nothing  of  the  Ku-Klnx  organization ;  does  not  believe  there  is  or  ever 

baa  been  such  a  thing  in  the  State 1704 

has  heard  of  such  an  organization  in  Tennessee 1705 

ill-feeiing  engendered  on  the  pari  of  the  negroes  by  their  acts,  such  as  assem- 
bling in  aimed  bodies,  <&c 1707 

their  ariDing  on  election  dny 1707,1708 

reiterates  his  belief  in  the  non-existence  of  the  Ku-Kluz  order 1709 

carpet-baggers,  and  the  effect  of  their  interference  in  politics ;  their  appeals 
and  admonitions  of  a  character  that  tended  to  create  oad  feelings  between 
the  races ;  negroes  are  as  free  to  express  their  opinions  to  the  w&te  man  as 

a  white  man  is  to  them.... 1710 

nemea  net  aggressive  in  character ;  interruption  of  a  meeting  which  Governor 

Smith  and  others  were  addressing 1711, 1712 

does  not  think  an  open  association  with  the  democratic  party  by  the  negro 
operates  to  protect  him ;  knows  of  no  disposition  upon  the  part  of  the  negroes 

to  migrate,  nor  of  any  attempt  to  prevent  them 1712  • 

agrarian  doctrines  proclaimed  1^  the  leaders  of  the  colored  people yJliSj 

the  inefficiency  of  State  and  county  officers  and  the  want  of  confidence  in 

them  obstacles  to  the  execution  of  law  and  a  source  of  disorder 1715, 1717 

radical  officers  in  the  county  and  their  character 1715,1716 

confidence  of  the  people  as  to  the  integrity  of  the  officers  of  the  law  greatly 
imjMiired  by  the  manner  in  which  they  obtained  their  offices ;  colorea  labor      .  . 

preferred  to  white  as  a  general  thing 11718  J 

High,  Zeke,  (see  Williams,  EzekieL) 

Hydi^th,  Keuben.  whipping  of 1245,1458 

Hill,  Judge  F.  M.,  notified  to  resign 1891,1892,1916-1918 

Hill,  Judge  F.  M.,  shooting  of 50,103,1627, 1691, 19 I6-I91tt 

HILL,  FRANOISMABION,  testimony  of... 1916-1922 

resident  of  Choetaw  county ;  a  tanner ;  native  of  the  State ;  was  jud^e  of 
probate  and  county  treasurer ;   now  register  in  chancery ;  appointed  judge 

bv  Governor  Smith  in  1869 ;  held  the  office  till  May  10, 1871 1916 

a  whig  before  the  war ;  opposed  secession  till  the  State  seceded,  then  went 

with  the  State ;  while  in  office  affiliated  with  the  radical  party 1917 

voted  for  Seymour  and  Blair 1922 

resigned  bis  judgeship,  being  threatened  by  anonymous  letters ;  shot  at  and 

wounded  in  the  arm,  and  his  office  shot  into 1916,1917,1918 

character  of  these  Ku-Klux  letters 1917 

•jyemBment  of  Judge  Smith's  court  and  resignation  of  the  sheriff;  kilUng  of 
Abeltjon,  Tom  Kogers,  Isham  Ezell,  Mike  Dunn,  and  Dud  Woodward..        1918 
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HILL,  FRANCIS  MARION,  teatimoDy  of-Continaed. 

killiD^  of  Nat  Edwards ;  effect  upon  the  Degroes  of  these  marders  and  \vhipp!nf|^        1919 

intimidation  of  voters 1919,19^ 

general  feeling  toward  nortbem  immigrants;   negro  schools  and  churches 

bamed  ;  public  sentiment  as  to  negro  education 1920 

Ku-Klux  organization,  its  extent,  &c 1920,1921, 1922 

meeting  held  in  the  county,  at  which  resolutions  wore  passed  calling  on  the 

county  oflScers  to  resign 1921 

threatening  notices  posted  on  court-room  door 1921, 1922 

character  of  Robert  FuUerlove 1922 

Hill,  Rev.  Mr.,  whipping  and  driving  from  home  of 126,274 

Hind8,  Dick,  identified  by  Blair •. 676 

Hinds,  Pony,  identified  by  Blair 676 

Hodnet.  J.  11.,  shooting  at 1033,1034 

HOLLEY,  JOHN  J.,  testimony  of 1135-1144 

resident  of  Dadeville,  Tallapoosa  County;  a  planter  and  farmer 1135 

native  of  Georgia , 1136 

a  republican;  was  disfranchised  and  his  disabilities  removed.... 1141 

sixty-two  years  old 1143 

have  had  no  disturbances  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  court-house ;  has  heard 
of  whites  and  negroes  being  whipped  and  of  school-houses  and  churches  being 
burned  by  bands  of  disguised  meu,  pretty  much  since  the  surrender ;  first  by 

theBlack  Cavalry,  then  bytheKu-Klux '. 1136 

extent,  object,  &c.,  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization 1136, 1137,  li:)8, 1139, 1142 

politics  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  these  whippings,  ^c 1 136, 1 137, 1 139 

iotimidation  of  voters 1137,1139,1140,1142 

effect  upon  the  negioes  of  these  visitations  and  whippings ;  they  have  nearly 
all  been  run  off;  a  great  many  good  citizens  desire  to  put  the  Ku-Klux  down ; 

no  concerted  action  has  been  had ;  many  good  men  i^ere  afraid  to  act 1 137, 1 1 39 

Colonel  Daniel  Taylor's  house  burned,  1870 1137 

school-house  and  church  burned ;  Mr.  Barnes  receives  a  number  of  Ku-Klux 

lettera 1138 

Williams  whipped  and  killed  for  being  a  republican 113^^,  1142, 1143 

Sauire  Dunnes  negroes  driven  off 1138 

lady  teacher  notifi^  to  abandon  her  school 1138,1139,1140 

no  earnest  effort  upon  the  part  of  the  community  to  bring  offenders  to  justice. .         1 139 
no  prosecutions  for  Ku-Klux  outrages ;  more  or  less  terrorism  still  existing.. .        1140 

white  man  whipped 1143 

Hellowell,  Qeorge  W.,  attacked  and  driven  away  by  Ku-Klux 165-167,211,931,932 

Holseapple,  James,  identified  by  Henderson 580 

Hood,  Littleton,  whipping  of. 1789,1790,1796 

Hopper,  Mr.,  killing  ot 1677 

Horton,  Benjamin,  whipping  of 119,740,741,773,986,987 

HORTON,  BEN JAMIN,  testimony  of 738-744 

lives  in  Blount  County ;  was  in  the  rebel  army 738 

description  of  his  dead-born  child  which  resembled  the  Ku-Klux 738, 739 

visited  by  the  Ku-Klux 740 

whipping  of  witness 740, 741 

Lewis  Ketchum  taken  from  jail,  shot  seven  times,  whipped,  and  then  hung,  by 
a  band  of  seventy-five  disguised  men;   Ku-Klux  order  still  in  existence  in 

Blount  Countv 749 

guns  taken  by  Ku-Klux ;  intimidation  of  voters  and  complainants 743 

Horton,  James,  whipping  of 756, 757, 767, 773 

Horton,  8amueU  raid  on  nouseof 729,730,732,773 

Horton,  Samuel,  character  of 984,968,9S9 

HORTON  SAMUEL,  testimony  of 728-738 

lives  in  Blount  County ;  sixty-six  years  old ;  native  of  South  Carolina 726 

visited  by  a  band  of  Ku-Klux  at  house  of  J  udge  Hale 729 

character  of  the  disguises  worn 729, 730 

visited  again  by  Ku-Klux  in  October,  1870 730 

breaking  up  of  a  camp-meeting  by  disguised  men;  threats  made  against  Mr. 

Lakin 731,734,735 

again  visited  and  compelled  to  leave  home  with  bis  family  ;  went  to  Georgia ; 

returned  home  three  weeks  ago ;  was  again  threatened 732 

'whipping  of  Lina  McKinney ;  Methodist  preachers  driven  away 733 

character  of  Mr.  Lakin ;  intimidation  of  voters 734 

indicted  for  being  an  anti-Ku-Klux 735-738 

Houses  burned....  1137, 1285, 1293  1419, 1519, 1520, 1533, 1269, 1595, 1611, 1627, 1643, 1872 

1873, 1877, 1983-1985 
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Houston,  George  W.,  shooting  of..  .999, 1000, 1574, 1575, 1595, 1607, 1622, 1623, 1631, 1632, 

1673, 1674, 1737, 1949, 1954, 1964 

Houston,  George  W,  shooting  of  son  of 999, 1000 

Houston,  George  W.,  character,  standing,  &c.,  of.. .  1664, 1665, 1675, 1688, 1690, 1691, 1702 

1703,1714,1719 

Houston,  George  W.,  raid  on  house  of , 1674, 1702 

HOUSTON,  GEORGE  W.,  (colored, )  testimony*  of 997-1004 

now  staying  in  Montgomery 997 

bom  in  Alaoama,  and  lived  in  Sumter  County ;  a  member  of  the  legislature  ; 

county  registrar 998 

a  tailor ;  was  a  slave lOCO 

a  republican 1003,1004 

killing  of  Kichard  Burke ;  shooting  of  Enoch  Sledge;  killing  of  Frank  Sledge.  998,999 

kUling  of  Travis 999 

details  of  shooting  of  witness,  and  his  defense,  August,  1869 ;  ho  fires  on  the 

attacking  party ;  wounding  of  his  son 999, 1000 

eight  or  nine  colored  men  killed  in  the  county  ;  was  forced  to  leave ;  shooting 
of  Alfred  Jolly,  (colored ; )  white  and  colored  population  of  Sumter  Ceunty . .        1001 

thinks  Dudley  Hart  was  the  man  he  shot 1001,1002 

no  one  prosecuted  for  shooting  witness  and  son ;  Jerry  Clark  shot  dead  by  Mr. 

Prater;  Prater  pat  in  jail  and  released  by  a  mob 1002 

Jerry  and  the  others  republicans ;  no  one  punished  for  these  outrages 1003 

Hodsos,  George,  identified  by  Blair 676 

Hudson,  Fitzhugh,  identified  by  Blair 676 

Hudson,  Sim,  identified  by  Blair 676 

Hannicutt,  Jndge,  statement  of,  relative  to  election  in  Cleburne  County 1193 

Hunter,  Isaiah,  (Isaac,)  shot  and  burned  in  his  house..  ..1609, 1610, 1675, 1737,1744, 1949 

Huntaville,  riot  in 599, 602, 614, 618, 785, 786, 818-821 ,  834, 849, 854, 873-875, 900-902, 

910, 1  \m 
Hyman,  Isaac,  raid  on  house  of 1044, 1045, 1087 

I. 

Ingram,  Jesse,  driving  from  home  of ^...1172,1230 

Intimidation  of  voters 1 , 8, 59, 310, 313, 391 ,  :»8, 4(«,  419. 495, 496, 528, 534, 682, 734, 

743,  752,768.  769,777,859,  863,869,878,  917-919,921,  922,936,953,  955,957,1010, 
1015,  K»26, 1028,  1035, 1036, 1040,  1046,  1072, 1078-1080, 1082, 1083, 1087, 1095, 1097, 
1137, 1 139, 1140, 1 142, 1161, 1 176,  1191-1193, 1280, 1290,  1321, 1362, 1363, 1404, 1405, 
1429, 1432, 1465, 1549,  1619, 1655, 1656,  1678,  1682, 1725, 1726, 1738,  1739, 1741, 1742, 
1744, 175^,  1763, 1775, 1779, 1782, 1783,  1790-1793, 1796, 1822, 1829,  1830, 1848, 1656, 

1861,1862,1919,  I92(: 

lotimidation  of  witnesses,  jurors,  complainants,  &c 32, 38, 40, 58,  <)1 ,  80, 103, 107, 743, 

1395, 1404, 1457, 1465,  1778, 1779, 1784, 1785, 1792, 1819, 1820, 1829, 1836 

Win,  Dr.  William  B..  shot  Lee 

Isham,  shot  and  tbroat  cut 1334,1335 

Isham,  (Ezell  ?  )  shooting  of  wife  of 1335 

J. 

Jackson  County,  hundreds  driven  from 932 

number  of  outrages  in 139 

outraged  in.  Sir  Daniel,  John  McManman,  Miles  Prior,  3 ;  killed  in,  Samuel 
Cate,  Mr.  Douglass.  Ned  Larkin  and  brother,  4i.  shot  in,  Ned  Larkin's  son, 
Sam  Lawler,  2 ;  whipped  iu.  Sir  Daniers  brother,  Mr.  Haiper,  Mrd.  Har- 
per, 3. 

Jackson,  Lewis,  raid  on  house  of 982,983,993-997 

JACKSON,  LEWIS,  (colored,)  testimony  of 982-983 

lives  in  Huutsville;  bad  to  move  away  from  Stevenson ;  was  seized  by  the  Ku- 
Klux  and  put  in  the  old  block-bouse  in  Stevenson  by  Squire  Burns ;  block- 
house broken  up  bv  Ku-Klux,  and  witness  taken  out  and  threatened  with 

death ;  his  release  by  soldiers 982 

was  iu  the  ITederal  Army ;  two  outrages  upon  him  by  the  Ku-Elux 983 

JACKSON.  SAM  B.,  testimony  of 1441-1447 

a  lawyer ;  was  judge  of  probate ;  resident  of  Linden,  Marengo  County 1441 

held  an  inquest  over  the  body  of  Robin  Westbrook,  and  to<^  testimony  as  to 

the  cause  of  his  death *. 1441 

the  testimony  taken  in  the  case 1442, 1443 

na  apmrehensions  of  danger  expressed  by  any  of  the  witnesses  ;  never  heard  of 
an  mstance  of  a  peison  being  injured  for  testily ing  in  a  case  of  this  kind  . ..        1443 
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JACKSON,  &AM  B.,  tdstunony  of— Continued 

disturbance  at  Linden  while  W.  B.  Jones  was  sneaking 1443, 1444, 1445 

opinion  as  to  whether  the  witnesses  in  the  Westorook  case  were  under  duress.  1445, 1446 

the  persons  present  when  ^e  inquest  was  held 1446, 1447 

Jail  in  Limestone  County,  raid  on 610 

Jasper,  (see  Alexander*) 

Jefferson  County,  number  of  homicides  in  1747 

JEFFRIES,  ALGERNON  SIDNEY,  testimony  of 1481-1504 

resident  of  Greensborough,  Hale  County ;  merchant  and  planter 1491 

a  Union  man r 1492 

a  conservative 1496,1499 

details  of  the  negotiation  for  the  sale  of  Judg^  Blackford^s  property,  and  his 

resignation  from  office 1492, 1498,1503,1504 

killing  ofAlexander  Webb  by  John  Orick 1492 

riot  threatened 1492  1499 

character,  standing,  &c./of  Judge  Blackford i492, 1493, 1494, 1498, 1499, 1501, 

1502,1503 
Judge  Blackford  pursued  by  soldiers  ;  he  renounced  his  political  views.  1492, 1499, 1500 
Clause,  a  freedmen's  agent,  knocked  down,  and  a  negro  ducked  by  Federal 

soldiere 1493 

knows  of  no  instance  in  which  the  laws  have  pot  been  executed 1494 

raid  on  Judge  Blackfoid,  cause  of,  &c 1493, 1494, 1495, 1696, 1497 

raid  on  Mrs.  Nutting's  house 1495,1496 

McGarry  released  from  jail 1495,1496 

jail  in  Marion  visited;  negro  whipped 1496 

attempt  to  release  Peyton  McDonald;   negro  meeting  shot  into;   house  of 

Orlando  Charles  shot  into  and  his  wife  wounded  by  negroes 1497 

no  attempts  to  influence  the  political  action  of  the  colored  people 1 498 

airest  of  (Jewer  by  negroes  after  the  killing  of  Aleck  Webb 1499 

knows  of  no  instance  of  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  against  any  one  concerned 

in  these  acts  of  violence 1500 

Eu-KIux  organization,  its  extent,  &.c.;  its  victims  generally  republicans 1503 

Johnson,  Andy,  burning  of  livery  stable  of 1520 

Johnson,  Dock,  whipping 1995,1998,2006 

Johnson,  Hemy,  whipping  of. 669,945,950,953,954 

JOHNSON,  HENRY,  (colored.)  testimony  of. 953-906 

lives  on  Mr.  Steele's  plantation 953 

whipped  and  shot  at  by  the  Ku-Klux : 953, 954 

negroes  afraid  to  vote - 955 

Mrs. Campbell  whipped 956 

JOHNSON,  HENRY  T.,  testimony  of 1351-1354 

lives  with  Major  Glover ;  a  farmer 1351 

Norwegian  by  birth ;  was  in  the  Federal  Army. 1352 

details  of  visit  by  disguised  men,  and  Mr.  W.  T.  Neibling's  whipping 1351,  K352 

character  of  Mr.  Neibling 1^52 

Mr.  G lover's  conduct  in  the  affair  generally  approved 1353 

Johnson,  Fink,  identified  by  Weir 653,654,695 

Johnson,  Rev.  William,  killing  of 12d 

Johnson,  Robert,  attempts  to  bribe  James  H.  Alston 1018 

Johnson,  Robert,  burning  of  work-shop  of 1520 

Jolly,  Alfred,  shooting  of lOOl 

JOLLY,  J.  J.,  testimony  of. 264-297 

native  of  Alabama,  and  resident  of  Eutaw,  Gkeene  County ;  lawyer  by  profes- 
sion   264 

colonel  in  confederate  army 288 

C3C ocutioD  of  the  laivs  264 

disguised  men,  operati'onVof  baiids* of .'f ' V.\ \ I.' ." .*.' ."266,"274,'275,'283,'284,"286, 287, 288 

disguised  men,  opposition  to 284 

riot  at  Eutaw 268,269,270,271,279,281,284,265,296 

riot  at  Eutaw,  trial  of  persons  for 280 

opposition  to  reconstruction,  &o 293 

general  amnesty 295 

trial  of  persons  for  whipping  negroes,  ^c 279 

freedom  of  political  opinions 280,281, 285^ 

negroes  promised  lands  and  mules ___ 

negroes  voting  democratic  ticket 28^ 

difficulty  at  Cross  Plains,  orPatona 275,287 

concerning  Knights  of  White  Camelia 292 

concerning  Union  League 283,291 
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ncffToes butig  inTuscumbia r..«*uoo..  286 

difficulty  between  Boyd  and  BrowD : 266,276,282 

kiiling  of  (Alexander)  Boyd,  solicitor 865,  266,  267,  273,  275, 277,  279,  281 

killing  of  Samuel  Colvio,  (colored) 263,266,273 

killing  of  Henry  Miller,  (colored) 265,277 

killing  ofSamCftldwell.  (colored) 265,273 

killing  of  Nelson  Harris,  (colored) 272 

killing  of  Gilbert  Coleman,  (colored) 273,277 

killing  of  Samuel  Snoddy 265, 277 

killing  of  James  Carpenter 277 

killing  of  John  Carpenter 277,278 

killing  of Palmer 278 

assault  upon  Rev.  Mr.  Hill 274 

assault  upon Cockreli ., 271,281 

assault  upon  Judge  Miller 278 

assault  upon Burton 290 

JONES,  GEORGE,  (colored,)  testimony  of 1388-1395 

lives  at  Joel  Lipscomb's,  Marengo  County ;  native  of  the  State 1388 

colored  man  cut  by  John  Beamer ;  pistols  drawn  on  colored  men ;  outrage 

upon  witness , 1388 

Robin  Westbrook  killed 1389,  1391, 1392,  1393,  1394 

heard  of  the  Ku-Klux  whipping  many  negproes;  Sam  White  whipped  ;  colored 

map  beaten  by  Dr.  ^^mith 1389 

Lewis, ,  whipped  to  make  him  confess  who  fired  upon  Dr.  Smith.  1389, 1390, 1391 

miscegenation 1.390,1391 

colored  people  are  afraid  of  the  Ku-Klux  ;  a  good  many  left  when  Westbrook 

was  killea;  intimidation  of  complainants , .        1395 

Jones,  William  B.,  compelled  to  withdraw  from  canvass,  1304-1306,  1313-Knri,  1317,1455, 

.     1456, 1504-1509, 1515,  1516 
Jfloes,  William  B.,  character,  standing.  &c.,  ....  1315,  1316,1318,1319,  1341,1345-1347, 
1349,  1350,1374,  1375,  i:«l,  1385,  1387,1411,1422,  1423,1449,  1450,1454.1466,1467, 

1515,  1543, 1545,  1547 

threats  against .^ 1052 

JONES,  WILLIAM  B..  testimony  of 1450-1475 

a  planter ;  resident  of  Dcmopolis,  Marengo  County ;  native  of  the  State ;  in 
1860  canvassed  the  district  for  Bell  and  Everett ;  was  in  confederate  army ; 

was  mayor  of  Demopolis 1450 

his  first  republican  voto  was  for  the  constitution  in  1868 ;  advocated  its  adop- 
tion in  a  public  address;  re-elected  mayor ;  is  serving  as  State  senator ;  is  a 

candidate  for  the  office  of  sheriff 1451 

was  chosen  in  1868  as  a  Grant  and  Colfax  elector;  declined;  advocated  the 
election  of,  and  voted  for,  Seymour  and  Blair ;   was  treated  most  cleverly ; 

came  back  to  the  republican  party  and  free  speech  was  denied  him 1452 

a  slaveholder  before  the  war - 1454 

was  interrupted  and  threatened  while  making  a  Fourth  of  July  oration  in  Bel- 
mont, Sumter  County,  1870 1452 

interrupted  at  Shiloh,  Marengo  County,  and  Greensborough,  Hale  county, 
1870 ;  has  appointments  to  fill,  but  is  afraid  to  go,  believing  his  life  would 

betaken 1453 

particulars  of  the  interruption  at  Lioden  October  7, 1871..  1453,  1454,  1455,  1456,  1457, 

1464,  1465 
resolutions  complimenting  him  passed  by  a  democratic  convention,  December, 

1869 1454 

facts  relative  to  the  charge  of  receiving  compensation  for  his  influence  in  the 

removal  of  the  county  seat  from  Demopolis  to  Linden 1 454, 1466, 1467 

signed  a  card  withdrawing  from  the  canvass,  and  his  reason  for  so  doing 1455, 1456 

did  not  attend  his  appointment  at  McKinley,  on  the  14th,  for  the  same  reason 

that  ho  does  not  go  there  to*morrow,  the  28th,  from  fear  of  being  killed ....  1457, 1465 
Richard  Lewis  whipped,  to  make  him  acknowledge  shooting  at  Dr.  Smith. .  1457, 1458 
BO  earnest  effort  to  iind  out  who  murdered  Westbrook ;    Prince  Evans  and 

3ildrelh  whipped 1458 

Dr.  Neibling  was  visited  a  second  time  by  the  Ku-Klux  ;  he  was  prevented  from 

getting  employment ;  Robert  Re!d  (colored)  shot,  Sumter  County 1459 

Richard  Burke  killed,  Sumter  Coinity/1669  or  1870 ;  Guilford  Coleman  killed  ; 

no  punishments  inilicted  for  these  killings  and  whippings 1460 

DO  disposition  to  anest  offenders  ;  tbe  outrages  are  generally  upon  republicans ; 
tone  of  tho  democratic  press  as  to  these  outrages ;  nature,  object,  extent,  &c., 
of  tbe  Ku-Klux  organization  :  election  statistics  of  Greene  and  Sumter  Coun- 
ties         1461 

in— A 
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if  there  had  been  a  fail  election  there  the  repablican  governor  and  members  of 
the  legislature  woald  have  been  elected  ;  republicans  not  safe  in  advocating 
their  principles  publicly ;  600  republican  votes  lost  by  the  polls  not  being 

opened  in  McKinley 1462 

repels  the  charge  of  having  made  inflammatory  speeches 1463 

democratic  notices  of  witness's  speeches v 1463, 1464 

intimidation  of  voters ;  social  ostracism  of  republicans  ;  the  fourteenth  amend- 
ment a  cause  of  dissatisfaction 1465 

feeling  of  insecurity  among  the  colored  people  so  great  that  he  advised  them  to 
migrate  to  Kansas ;  emigration  forcibly  prevented ;  discrimination  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  on  account  of  color  and  political  opinion;  cases  of 

Westbrook  and  Dr.  Smith  cited 1466 

charges  of  legislative  corruption 1467, 1468 

was  fired  on  in  Chickasabogue  swamp 1453, 1468 

knows  now  who  it  was,  but  declines  to  give  his  name 1468 

after  discussion  in  the  committee,  discloses  the  name 1469 

appendix  to  his  testimony,  being  witness's  letter  printed  in  the  Alabama  State 

Journal,  October  31,  1871 ..1470-1475 

Jones,  Mr.,  whipping  of  Amanda  Childers  by 1722-1724, 1733, 1734, 1950, 1960, 1961 

Joy,  John,  killing  ofT 1971,1975 

Judiciary,  character  of  the 617,618,1411,1412 

JUDKINS,  OSCAR,  (colored,)  testimony  of 1042-1048 

lives  in  Opolika,  Lee  County  ;  lived  before  in  Chambers  County 1042 

America  Trambles  killed  by  Ku-Klux,  Chambers  County,  1870,  for  boarding  a 

female  teacher  and  beinga  republican 1042,1043, 1047 

school -house  burned  ;  no  arrests  made : 1043 

colored  man  killed  at  La  Fayette,  at  a  political  meeting,  by  Bill  Adams 1043, 1044 

several  negroes  arrested  and  put  in  jail 1044 

house  of  Isaac  Hyman  shpt  into  and  a  torch  thrown  on  it  by  some  one  in  a 

torch-light  procession,  after  the  election  of  1 870 1044, 1045 

John  Ward's  house  shot  into.. 1045,1046 

numbers  left  Chambers  County  on  account  of  the  Ku-Klux ;  whippings  numer- 
ous the  last  two  years;  intimidation  of  voters;   school-house  and  church 

burned  ;   the  whites  opposed  to  colored  schools 1046 

schoolmistress  driven  off ;  son  of  America  Trambles  shot 1047 

Juries,  character,  composition,  &c.,  of....  53,93,555,751,  1035,1039,1069,1070,1746,1765 

Jurors,  grand,  report  of 330,563,564,1153,1156 

Justice,  general  administration  of,  244, 257, 264, 297, 315, 320, 324, 326, 327, 331, 344, 356, 375. 
404,407,414,428,453,454,467,479.493,  520,551,  640,  676,  677,760,  761,872,908,961- 
963,  973,  974,  985, 1144, 1288, 1411,  1412, 1466, 1494, 1511, 1518, 1549, 1558, 1620,  !622, 

1637, 1638, 1747 

Kelly,  James,  identified  by  Weir •••• 695 

Kelly,  Job,  assaulted  and  rope  put  round  his  neck 917 

KELLY,  WILLIAM  L,  testimony  of. 1551-1557 

resident  of  Jefferson  County 1551 

native  of  the  State 1557 

knows  Dr.  S.  D.  Smith ;  saw  him  the  momilig  after  Eobin  Westbrook  was 
killed ;  no  steps  taken  to  discover  who  had  perpetrated  the  murder  beyond  a 

coroner's  inquest - 1551 

character  of  Westbrook -...1551, 1552 

Ku-Klux  organization,  its  extent,  &c 1552, 1553 

whipping  of  Richard  Lewis  to  compel  a  confession  of  his  firing  upon  Dr. 

Smith 1553-1556 

Kemp,  John,  whipping  of 931 

'    Kennaid,  Adam,  whipping  of 1569,1606,1624 

Kemahan,  Mr.,  killed  by  ColHus 172,173 

Ketchum,  Lewis,  taken  from  jail,  whipped,  shot,  and  hung 742, 775, 991 

KIDD,  HENRY,  (colored,)  testimony  of 867-860 

native  of  the  State;  lived  in  Madison  County,  on  Henry  Tamer's  place..  1...  867 

was  visited  by  Ku-Klux  in  November,  1869,  and  twice  afterward 867,868 

intimidation  of  voters 869 

KILLENS,  JANE,  (colored,)  testimony  of 1733-1734 

particulars  of  the  whipping  of  John  Childer*s  daughter  Amanda,  by  Mr.  Jones,  1733, 1734 
Killings — 

Alexander,  Jasper,  (colored,)  Sumter  County,   1868. .1578, 1596,  i 604, ;1621, 1627-1629, 

1631, 1071, 1*796, 1799, 1808, 1809, 1944, 1945, 1954, 1964 
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Barbee,  Mr.,  Ldinestone  County 721 

Barber,  Mr 615 

Blair,  Dr.,  son  of,  Limesfcono  County * 721 

Blair,  "William,  (colored,)  Limestone  County,  December,  1868..  131, 148,674-670,715, 

1205-1268 

Boyd,  Enoch,  (colored, )  Sumter  Connty,  September,  1 870 1676 

Boyd,  Samuel,  (Alexander,)  Greene  Countv,  March,  7870.. 3, 7, 12,13,39,48,57-59,63, 

lOJ ,  178, 212, 213, 229, 254, 265-267, 273, 275, 277, 279, 281 ,  297-300. 312, 313, 31 8, 333, 

345, 351, 365, 387, 420, 444, 528, 529, 555, 556, 1 170, 1212-1214, 1409, 1419, 1421 ,  1643, 

1842, 1844 

Browning,  Dr.,  Sumter  County,  1869 19«j6 

Bryan,  Mr.,  Sumter  County,  April,  1868...: 1677 

BuAe,  Richard,   (colored,)  Sumter  County,  Auipist,  1870..334,335,346,349,351,90e, 
999, 1460, 1578, 1579, 1596, 1597, 1607, 1632, 1633, 1737, 1775, 1781, 1798,  1870, 1808, 

1812,1821,1944,1904 

Burrus,  Mr.,  Limestone  County 658,659 

Caldwell,  Sam.,    (colored, )  Greene  County,  spring  of  1870.. 3, 6, 265, 273, 1789,1795, 

1796,1841 
Campbell,  Lem.,  (colored,)  Choctaw  County,  October,    1871..  1334, 1361-1363, 18C0, 

18a5, 1902, 1913 

Campbell, Mike,  (colored,)  Choctaw  County,  1871 1334 

CampbeU,  William,  (colored,)  Madison  County,  July,  1869..  133, 149, 1162, 1164, 1197- 

11C9 

Carpenter,  James,  Greene  County 277 

Carpenter,  John,  Greene  County 277, 278 

Cate,  Samuel,  Jackson  County,  January,  1871 140, 167, 428, 451 

Charlton,  Judge,  Morgan  County,  winter  of  1 869 132, 325, 610, 611, 777-780, 121 1 

Childers,  Amanda,  (colored,)  Sumter  County,  July,  1871..  1722-1724, 1733, 1734, 1950, 

1960, 1961 

Clark,  Jerry,  (colored,)  Sumter  County 1002,1672,1738,1949 

Cliff,  Tony,  (colored, )  Calhoun  County,  July,  1870 77 

Clunn,  Henry ,(colored,)Madison  County,  December,  1 870 669, 671 ,  930 

Cobientz,   Mr.,  Sumter  County,  August,  1869.. 344, 1574, 1575.1594, 1598,1602-1604, 

1622, 1625, 1631, 1632, 1673. 1737, 1817, 1946, 1947, 1954, 1964, 19C5 
Coleman,  Guilford,  (colored,)  Greene  County,  June,  1870  .  13, 273, 277, 1460, 1788, 1769, 

1795, 1839, 1842, 1844 

Collins,  Mr.,  Sumter  County,  1870..  ..* 1357, 1569, 1570, 1579, 1580, 1582, 1C83 

Colvin,  Sam.,  (colored,)  Greene  County,  December,  1869..3,263,266,273,301,312,313, 

318, 1214 

Cross,  Flem.,  wife  of,  Sumter  County, 171*4 

Croasland,  Mr.,  Tuscaloosa  County,  November,  1868.  .1750, 1767,1768, 1851,1852,196:^- 

1971 ,  1980-1982, 1991 ,  2000, 2002-2004 
Diggs,  Frank,  (colored, ) Kewaunee,  Mississippi,  October,  1870.375, 393, 394, 1050, 1325, 

1328, 1329, 1433, 1439, 144U 

Dougherty,  Mr.,  Madison  County,  1869 929 

Douglass,  Mr.,  Jackson  County,  January,  1871 4C8 

Dunn,  Mike,  (colored,)  Choctaw  County,  October,  1871..  1360, 1361,1365,1654,1901, 

1912  1913  1918 

Edwards,  Nathaniel,  (colored,)  Choctaw  County,  1869 !.102jl9:9 

Evans,  Willis  Monroe , Madison  County,  August,  1 869 1 1 90 

EkcII,  Isham,  (colored,)  Choctaw  County,  September,  1871 1361, 1364, 1655, 19i8 

Ezdl,  William,  (colored,)  Choctaw  County,  July,  1871  .1267,1869,1885,1901,1912,1913 

FearoB,  Elliott,  Marshall  County,  October,  1869 932 

Finley,  Mr..  Tuscaloosa  County,  1869 1751, 1768, 1852, 1971, 1972 

Francis,  Mr 136 

Frankenham,  Mr.,  Tuscaloosa  County, 1971 

Frederick,  Ciesar,  (colored,)  Calhoun  County,  July,  1870 77 

Geary,  Andrew,  (colored, )  Macon  County,  October,  1870 1092-1094 

Gibson,  Isaac,  (colored,)  Morgan  County,  1868,-.- 942 

Granger,  Alfred,  (colored,)  Dallas  County o7r> 

Orattan,  Mr.,  Sumter  County,  1866 1034 

Greatbouse, (colored,)  Perry  County 417 

Hall,  William,  (colored,)  Calhoun  County,  July,  1870 77 

Harris,  Berry,  (colored, )  Chatham  County,  July,  1870 77 

liafTi8>  Nelson,  (colored,)  Greene  County 'S;'^ 

Harrison,  Fiank,  Saint  Clair  County,  August,  1870 ...1172,  VJ*J9 

Han^son,  Mr.,  Limestone  County t>'/8 

Hart,  Dudley,  Sumter  County,  August,  1869 1001,100^ 
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Hanghey,  Thomas,  Lawrence  Ccunty 173 

Hendricks,  Essex,  (colored, )  Calhoun  County,  July,  1670 77 

Hoppe',  Mr.,  Sumter  County,  January,  187U 1677 

Hunter,  Isaiah,  (Isaac,)  (colored,)  Sumter  County,  April,  1870..  1609, 1610, 1675, 1737,- 

1744, 194y 

Isham (Ezell,)  (colored,)  Choctaw  County,  1871 1334,1335 

John,  (colored, )  Choctaw  County,  1871 1335 

Johnson,  Rev.  Mr.,  Fayette  County,  1869 128 

Kemahan,  Mr.,  Colbert  County 172,173 

Ketchum,  Lewis,  Blount  County,  December,  1870 *-.-742,775,991 

Larkin,  Ned,  ( colored, )  Jackson  (bounty,  December,  1870 ...4 45 1 ,  93*2 

Larkin,  Ned,  brother  of,  (colored, )  Jackson  County,  December,  1870 451 

Luke,  William  C,  Calhoun  County,  July,  1870 77, 223, 386, 429, 445, 609, 

1173,1235 

Lyon,  Abe,  (colored,)  Choctaw  County,  June,  1871 1262, 1263, 1265, 1266, 1269, 

1270, 1334, 1360, 1412, 1413, 1424, 1426,  1427,  1514,  1654, 1868, 1869, 1882, 1883, 1887, 

1897, 1899, 1900, 1901, 1905-1909, 19I4-19J6, 1918 

mail-agent,  Sumter  County 14J9 

Markham,  John,  Madison  County,  September,  1871 920, 921 

Martin,  James,  (colored, )  Greene  County,  March,  1870 3, 1214 

McCann,  Harvey,  (colored,)  Perry  County ^ 

McKee,  Mr.,  Limestone  County,  September,  1870 659 

Miller,  Henry,  (colored,)  Greene  County,  spring  of  1870 3,6,265,277,1214 

Miller,  Mr.,  Tuscaloosa  County 1750, 1751, 1853, 1971, 1973, 1984, 1991 ,  1992 

Moss,  Abram,  Macon  County,  October,  1870 1092-1094 

Murphy,  Sheriff  I^vi,  Blount  County,  August,  1868 748,765,766,773,992 

Palmer,  Mr.,  Greene  County 278 

Pearl,  Dennis,  (colored,)  Sumter  County,  March,  1868 1672, 1673 

ITagland,  (Raglen,)  Fenelon, Morgan  County 428,610 

Rogers,  Anthony,  (colored, )  Sumter  County,  1871  ..i 1677 

Rogers,  Mr.,  Sumter  County,  April,  1870 Ib77 

Rogers,  Thomas,  (colored,) Choctaw  County,  Jufte,  1871..  .1654, 1655, 1869, 1885, 19l>l, 

1912,1913,1918 

Samuel,  Mr.,  Tuscaloosa  County,  spring  of  1870 1749,1854,1975 

Sapp,  Mr.,  Lawrence  County,  May,  1869 942,1162,1196,1197 

Scales,  Sam,  (colored, )  Limestone  County,  spring  of  1870 666, 719 

Scarborough,  Mr.,  Sumter  County,  April,  1869 1677 

Simpson,  Mr.,  Tuscaloosa  County 1971,1972,1984,1985,1991 

Sledge,  Dennis,  (colored,)  Sumter  County,  1869 1739,1949 

Sludge,  Frank,  (colored,)  Sumter  County,  1869 99a, 999 

Smith,  Mr.,  Madison  County 611,786,893 

Snoddy,  Samuel,  Greene  County,  December,  1870 2,3,6,49,258,265,277,313,318 

Snodgrass,  Ben,  Calhoun  County 428 

Strange,  Mr.,  Limestone  Countv - 658 

Stratton,  Mr.,  Sumter  County,  July,  1867... 1677 

Thomas,  N.  E.,  Choctaw  County,  June,  1868. . . .  1671, 1672, 1701, 1702, 1883-1885, 1895, 

1896 

Thompson,  Bob,  (colored,)  Calhoun  County,  1870 428,967 

Thurlow,  Judge  Silas,  Madison  County,  1868 115,432,442,452,599,602,614,618. 

690, 786, 820, 874, 900 
Tramblies,  America,  (colored,)  Chambers  County,  1870... .1042, 1043, 1047, 10^57, 1114, 

1115,1117,1118 

Travis,  Mr.,  Sumter  County,  1869... 999 

Washington,  Bill,  (colored,)  Tusoaloosa  County,  spring  of  1871 1854, 1975 

Webb,  Alexander,  (colored,)  Hale  County,  1867 1479.1492.1521,1522 

Westbrook,  Robin,  (colored, )  Marengo  County,  July,  187 1 1243, 1252, 1354, 1 367, 

i;i89, 139J-1395, 1404, 1429, 1430, 1441-1443, 1445-1447, 1511 

whites,  (names  not  given) 1409,1419,1643,1749,1750,1753,1986 

Williams.  (High,)  Ezekiel,  (colored,)  Sumter  County,  October,  1871 Ki56, 1358, 

1565-1568, 1571-1573, 1593, 1594,  1604,  1605,  1622, 1631, 1639, 1701, 1717, 1718, 1799, 

1808,1945.1946,1964 

Williams.  Mr.,  Morgan  County,  May,  1870 134,931,1138,1142,1143 

Wilson.  Mr.,  Tuscaloosa  County 1971 

Woodward,  Dud,  (colored.)  Choctaw  County,  1868 t 1904,1905,1918 

Wright,  James  K.  P..  Madison  County 433,451 

Yankee  Ben,  (colored, )  Sumter  County,  1869 1670, 167 J ,  1738, 1949 

Young,  Anderson,  son  of.  (colored,)  Sumter  County,  fall  of  1870 17:i5, 1743, 1749 

King  (McKinney,)Lina,  whippinfiTof 733,767 
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KINNARD,  MICH AEL  C,  testimony  of ^ 1730-1733 

resident  of  LivingstoD,   Sumter  County;    a  physician;    superintendent  of 

schools 1730 

examined  Robert  Fullerlove  yesterday ;  foand  no  evidence  of  his  having  been 
struck  on  the  head^  and  none  of  anything  like  a  person  having  been 

whipped 1730,1732,1733 

people  very  much  interested  in  reference  to  educating  the  negroes 1730, 1731 

two  school-houses  burned;  thirty-one  or  thirty-two  colored  schools  in  the 
county ;  average  attendance  one  thousand  or  eleven  hundred ;  about  six 
hundred  white  children  attending  schools ;  schools  kept  open  from  three  to 
six  mouths  last  year,  varying  according  to  the  apportionment  of  money  to 

'     the  different  districts - 1731 

progress  made  by  the  colored  children  in  their  studiea 1732 

Knight,  Jesse,  shooting  of,  (died  in  a  few  days) 127 

ICnightsof  the  White  Camelia 292 

Ku-Klux,  effect  of  upon  labor  and  negroes. 67, 69, 639, 924, 1097, 1 128, 1137, 1 139, 1363, 1395, 

1519, 1520, 1530-1532, 1759, 1807, 1848, 1849, 1914, 1919, 1951, 2002 

notices 50, 52, 63, 103, 104, 108, 418, 423, 1019, 1037, 1049, 1051 ,  1052, 1054, 1 1 38, 

1151, 1278, 1295, 1296, 1328, 1339, 1431,  1871, 1872, 1889, 1917, 1921, 19^2,2002 

no  arrests,  convictions,  «fcc.,  for  outrages  of 9, 17, 68, 92, 93, 98, 107, 128, 203, 260, 

30 1 , 3:33, 340, 345, 347, 388, 41 1 , 4 19, 420, 468, 479, 493,  539, 540, 552, 553, 598, 617, 640, 
682,  724,  775,  8;^,  870,  897,898,  923,934,980.990,992. 1002,  1003,  1007, 1020,1043 
1050.1088,1096,1140,1175,  1244,1266,  1289,1361-1363,1368,  1373,1420,  1430,1433, 
1434, 1460,  1500,  1548, 1577, 1578, 1600,  1613, 1629,  1631, 1633,  1701, 1722, 1724, 1741, 

1791, 1822, 1844, 1847, 1852, 1853, 1854, 1886, 1914, 1948, 1949, 19r>5 

palliation  or  justification  of 399,457,551,1531,1532,1807,1810 

organization  and  meetings  against 778, 779, 883, 1873, 1 883, 1886. 1 950, 1 95, 

lirst  operations  of 80,432,4/7,478,623 

extent  of,  strength  of  ...  .79, 323, 385, 466, 489, 753, 756, 775, 1 136, 1280,  1282, 1461 ,  1891 

existence  or  non-existence  of.259, 274, 283, 286-288, 305, 306, 323, 356, 361 ,  398, 405,431 , 

451,485,518,602,640,  1038, 1070, 1487, 1503,1685, 1704, 1842, 1920, 1963,  1967, 1968 

object  of 79, 92, 96, 171 ,  260, 387, 443-446, 477, 519, 601 ,  603, 624, 649. 747, 783, 840, 

'872,873,892, 1138, 1139,  l*i60, 1437, 14:38, 1488, 1489, 
1530, 1532, 1803, 1804, 1823, 1856, 1921 

character  of  disguises  worn  by 120, 161,275,385,471,528,529,536,574,579,597, 

598, 627, 723, 813, 860, 919, 1916 

origin  of 450,481.660-662,715,852,892,893,1283 

method  of  operating  of 170, 258, 352, 472, 486, 490, 689, 729, 1282, 1 5 1 3, 1 896 

Governor  R.  B.  Lindsay's  views  as  to 212,213,222 

J.  H.  Clanton's  views  as  to 229,240,242,253 

Reavis's  views  as  to 382-334 

Herr's  views  as  to 1709 

public  opinion  opposed  to 2G1 

meaning  of  the  word 386,392 

disbanaingof 452,600,622,664,726,785,935,1694 

composition  of 457,480, 1844 

general  feeling  toward - 479, 1137 

justification  for  organization  of « i 877 

exclusively  democratic 899 

no  necessity  for 967,1423,1843 

leading  cause  for 968 

obligation  of 1129 

Ku-Klux  act  State,  opposition  to,  effect  of,  &c 649, 650, 664, 665, 720-722, 724, 816, 8:35, 

836, 852, 896 

preamble  to,  views  as  to 664,665, 835, 836,896, 1754-1756, 1759, 1855 

enforcement  of 16, 32, 93, 108, 321, 322, 329, 339,  :347, 349, 354,  :355, 410, 4 11, 

413.458,1855 

L. 

Labor  contracts - 

Labor.  difBculty  in  procuring,  &c 

La  Fayette,  interruption  of  meeting  at 

LaGrone,  Katie,  whipping  of 417,422 

Lakin,  Rev.  A.  S.,  character,  actions,  &c.,  of 180, 219, 23*^,  252, 325, 328, 430  594, 595, 

612, 6 13, 6i5-619, 624-626, 733, 757, 758, 784, 785, 791-800, 810-812, 1168, 1169 
Lakin, Rev.  A.  S  ,  case  of .427, 430, 433, 434, 438-441 ,  446-449, 451 ,  458, 460, 615, 731, 734, 735 

I4AKIN,  Rev.  A.  S.,  testimony  of 111-159 

resident  of  Hnntsville  since  1865;  minister  of  Methodist  Episcopal  Church; 
presiding  elder  of  Montgomery  district Ill 
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LAKIN,  Rev.  A.  S.,  testimony  of— Continued. 

elected  president  of  State  (Juiversity  at  Tuscaloosa,  and  prevented  from  taking 

the  office 112 

house  fired  into 116,142,143,153 

horse  sheared 117 

tired  at 136. 13T 

house  burned 1 139, 141 

disguised  men,  operations  by  bands  of 112,117, 118,121, 122 

disguised  men,  object  of  bands  of 112, 138,154 

disguised  men,  demonstration  in  Huntsville  by 114, 115 

disguised  men,  effect  on  unborn  children  of  sight  of- 118,119,120 

disguised  men,  disguise  worn  by 120 

disguised  men,  operations  of,  commenced  in  spring  of  1868 135 

article  and  wood-cut  from  Tuscaloosa  Monitor 113, 114 

whippings  and  shootings - .133,134,157 

killing  of  Judge  Thurlow 115 

killing  of  Samuel  Gates 140 

killing  of  William  Campbell,  (colored) 133,149 

killing  of Williams 134 

killing  of——  Francis,  school-teacher 136 

driving  away  of  J.  A.  McCutchcon 127 

driving  away  of  James  Buchanan 127 

driving  away  of  John  W.  Tulley 127 

shooting  of  Jesse  Knight ^ 127 

shooting  of  Rev.  William  Johnson 128 

shooting  of  Judge  Charlton 1H2 

shooting  of  Prior  Turner,  (colored) • 133,130 

whipping  of Horton.. J 19 

whipping  of  Moses  U.  Sillivan 123,127,146 

whipping  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hill 126 

whipping  of  Dean  Reynolds,  (colored) 127 

whipping  of  James  (Isaac)  Dorman 128, 155 

whipping  of  George  JTay lor 128 

whipping  of  William  Blair 131.148 

whipping  of  William  Harper 140 

whipping  of  Simeon  Bush,  (colored) 133, 151,152 

whipping  of  Mrs.  Riddle 157, 158 

no  punisnment  for  Ku-Klux  outrages 128 

no  power  in  State  courts  to  punish  Ku-Klux 132,153,156 

opposition  to  Methodist  Episcopal  Church - 1 24, 125 

opposition  lo  education  of  negroes 140 

inflammatory  speeches  to  negroes 158 

school-teachers  outraged,  school-houses  burned,  and  churches  destroyed  ■•....  140 

Lane,  Tobias,  letter  to  John  B.  Cecil 1664 

Larkin,  Ned,  killing  of 451,932 

Larkin,  Ned,  killing  of  brother  ot 451 

Larkin,  Ned,  shooting  of  son  of 932 

Lassiter,  Aaron,  whipping  of 535 

Latham,  Mr.,  whiifoing  ot 104,2000 

Lawler,  George,  whipping  of - 681 

Lawler,  Samuel,  raid  on  house  of 1231,1232 

Lawler,  Samuel,  shooting  of 932, 1 2.'^!,  J 232 

Lawrence  County,  outrages  in 1162, 1196, 1197 

killed  in :  Mr.  Sapp,  Thomas  Haughey — 2. 

League,  Loyal,  organization,  extent,  &c 7,8,35,88,92,170, 179,229,233,240,283, 

291, 30,5, 313, 357, 362,  :{71 ,  381 ,  384, 393, 397, 398, 432, 475, 487,  68:M>86,  783, 818, 839, 
840,  855,  872,  873,  885, 886, 887, 894, 907, 962, 975, 1017, 1382-1384, 1422, 142:$,  1437, 
1438,  1637,  1642, 1645, 1662, 1663, 1665, 1678, 1682, 1687-1689, 1692, 1693, 181  J, 1890. 

1895,1960,1962,1963 

Lee,  Arnold,  charged  with  killing  Isaiah  Hunter 1675, 1676 

Lee  County  free  from  disturbance 1100 

Lee,Mr.,idcntifiedby  Childers 1721 

LEE,  WILLIAM,  (colored, )  testimony  of 1333-1337 

lived  in  Choctaw  County  four  years 1333 

his  house  visited  by  disguised  men,  two  weeks  ago,  and  search  made  for  him . .         1333 
Lem  Campbell  shot  and  his  throat  cut  same  nignt ;  killing  of  Abe  Lyon  and 

Mike  Campbell 1334 

killing  of  Isham,  (shot  and  throat  cut) 1334, 1335 

Isham's  wife  shot ;  John  shot;  fifteen  or  twenty  colored  persons  whipped 1335 
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LEE,  WILLIAM,  (colored,)  testimoDj  of—Continued. 

Abe  Lyon*8  condition  in  life 1336 

probable  motive  for  all  these  attacks 1337 

LegLslative  corraption 1411,1418,1424,1467,1468 

Lcuiou,  Ben,  renounces  his  radicalism 1327 

LENTZ,  WILLIAM  H.,  testimony  of 722-728 

resident  of  Limestone  County ;  is  sheriff ;  a  native  of  the  State 722 

a  republican 726,727 

ten  to  fifteen  outra|?es  in  the  county 722 

character  of  Ku-Klux  disguises 722,723 

general  disarmment  of  the  blacks  in  1668 723 

citizens  driven  from  home ;  Moore,  captain  of  a  Ku-Klux  organization ;  the 
strength  of  the  order  and  its  disbanding ;  unpo{)ularity  of  the  State  Ku-Klux 

law  of  December,  1868 ;  no  one  brought  to  punishment 724 

general  disposition  to  break  up  the  organization ;  number  of  republicans  in 

Limestone  County 726 

object  and  standing  of  the  men  assuming  disguises  since  the  disbaudment  of 

theKn-Klux 726 

Leonard;  Ben,  renounces  his  political  opinions 1792, 1796, 1797, 1838, 1839 

LEONARD,  BENJAMIN,  (colored,)  testimony  of 1785-1797 

lives  in  Greene  County ;  native  of  the  State 1785 

a  mechanic : 1787 

came  here  last  Tuesday  for  the  purpose  of  testifying  before  the  committee,  and 
waited  to  be  called  ;  what  induced  him  to  leave  that  day  and  not  come  be- 
fore the  committee , 1785,1793 

witness  in  custody  of  the  sheriff,  on  a  charge  of  murder,  with  others,  stopped 
on  the  way  to  jail  by  a  band  of  disguised  men ;  two  of  them  taken  from  his 

custody  and  one  fired  on 1786,1788,1794 

was  taken  before  court  and  discharged  ;  re-arrested  for  carrying  concealed  wea- 
pons   1787,1795 

ouirage  upon  Lucy  Breathitt 1788 

killing  of  Guilford  Coleman,  colored,  1870 1788,1789,1795 

killing  of  Sam  Caldwell,  1870 1789,1795,1791) 

shooting  of  Henry  Dew  ;  Littleton  Hood  whipped 1789, 1790, 1796 

whipping  of  negroes  has  been  going  on  for  four  years  ;  Ku-Elux  operations  in 

Pickens  and  Greene  Counties ^ 1790 

intimidation  of  voters 1790,1791,1792,1793,1796 

does  not  know  of  a  case  of  the  punishment  of  a  white  man  for  whipping  or 

maltreating  negroes , 1791 

intimidation  of  complainants;  colored  people  are  protected  wh»n^hey  vote  the 

democratic  ticket 1792 

witness  renounced  his  repu*  licanism  by  card  in  the  Eutaw  Whig ;  did  it  to 

buy  peace ;  still  a  republican  in  sentiment 1792, 1796, 1797 

murder  of  Mr.  Flem  Crosses  wife 1794 

Leonard,  Joe, identified  by  Watley - 1005 

Leslie,  John,  outrage  on  wife  of,  and  raid  on  house  of 1168, 1204 

Leslie,  John,  shooting  at 929,1168,1204 

Leverett,  Mr.,  whipping  of 1740 

Lewis,  John  A.,  identified  by  Few 10ai,1084 

Lewis,  Richard,  whipping  of 1389-1391,1457,1458,1517,1553-1556 

LILE,JOHNA.,  testimony  of 939-944 

lives  in  Morgan  County ;  freight  agent 949 

mixed  democratic  club  at  Trinity  Station  in  1^68;  Jesse  Brown  ar  member  of  it; 
several  of  the  members  whipped  by  disguised  men  to  break  up  the  club,  and 

by  intimidation  to  prevent  them  remaining  in  it 939 

means  used  to  raise  this  club 940,941 

killing  of  Mr.  Sapp  (white)  and  Isaac  Gibson,  (colored) 942 

Limestone  County,  party  vote  in 662, 663 

disturbances  in 961 

number  of  outrages  in 134 

outra£^d  in:   Wilio  McGregor — 1;   killed  in:   Mr.  Barbee,  Dr.  Blair's  son, 
Mrs.  Blair,  Mr.  Barnes,  Mr.  Hanison,  Mr.  McEee,  Sam  Scales,  Mr.  Strange— 
6;   whipped  in:   Mr.  Barbee,  Augutus  Blair's  wife  an^  daughter,  Mrs.  Blair, 
Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Simmons,  L.  L.  Weir,  Joe.  Garborotjgh-^. 
Linden,  disturbance  at..  1304-1306, 1313-1315, 1317, 1369, 13W,  1372, 1373, 1377, 1433, 1444. 
1445, 1447-1450, 1453-1457, 1464, 1465, 1504-1509, 1514-1616, 1537-1543, 1545, ,  1546 

Lindsay,  Mr.,  raid  on  house  of 946, 947 

Lindsay,  Duco,  identified  by  Henderson 579,580 
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LINDSAY,  Governor  ROBERT  B.,  testimony  of 159-225 

governor  of  Alabama ;  lawyer  by  profession 159 

native  of  Scotland  ;  went  to  Alabama  in  1849 ;  elected  to  legfislatnre  in  1853..  174 
elected  to  State  senate  in  1857 ;  on  Douglas  electoral  ticket  in  1860 ;  de- 
nounced secession 175 

called  upon  to  protect  people  from  acts  of  violence 177 

security  of  person  and  property 159, 160, 206,  207 

disguised  men,  operations  of  bands  of 161, 170, 171, 212, 213, 22*4 

disguised  men,  object  of,  to  counteract  Union  League 170, 171 

disguised  men,  no  convictions  for  acts  of , 203 

disguised  men,  public  sentiment  opposed  to 203 

disgnised  men,  countias  responsible  for  damages  by ...  - 172, 212, 224 

negroes  disgnised  and  committing  outrages 162, 172, 21 1 

whipping  of  negroes ." 203- 

feeling  between  branches  of  Methodist  Church 180, 208, 21 8 

election  laws,  &c 185,186,209 

feeling  of  people  at  close  of  war 190, 191,201 

opposition  to  reconstruction c 188, 189,202,214,215 

opposition  to  negro  suffrage 191,202 

election  contest  for  governor 181,182,183,184,192,193,216,217 

general  amnesty 192, 200 

railroad  bonds 193-199,218 

freedom  of  political  opinions 174,220 

republican  officials  threatened 176, 178 

no  person  whipped  because  of  political  opinion 175 

riot  at  Eutaw,  Greene  County 221 

character  of  Judge  Luther  R.  Smith 176, 177 

character  of  Rev.  A.S.Lakin 180,219 

killing  of Cates 167 

killing  of  Kcrnahau  by  Collins 172, 173 

killing  of  Hanghey  by  Collins 173 

killingof  Alexander  Boyd,  solicitor 178,212,213 

killing  of Luke 223 

shooting  of  — —  Larkin,  (colored) 169 

whipping  of  Isaac  Dorman 162,163,164,181,211 

whipping  of  George  W.  Hollowell,  (colored) 165,  im,  167, 21 1 

whipping  of Harper 167 

whipping  of McGregor , 168,169,212 

hanging  of  colored  men  in  Tnscumbia 179, 212 

coucerniog  Union  Leagues 170, 179 

Lipscomb,  Peyton,  shooting  of 669, 945, 950, 952 

LIPSCOMB,  PEYTON,  (colored, )  testimony  of 951-953 

was  in  the  Union  Army ;  trhipped  in  Tennessee  by  disguised  men  for  voting.  951 

whipped  and  shot  in  Madison  County  ;  Washington  Strong  whipped 952 

has  not  voted  since  he  was  whipped  in  Tennessee ;  is  afraid  to  vote 953 

Lipscomb,  Sib.,  identified  by  Westbrook 1244 

Little,  Harrison,  killing  of  Rogers  by 1677 

Livingston,  interruption  of  meeting  at : 1617,1638,1711,1712,1741 

riot  at 1615,1682,1772,1773,1776,1780,1835-1837 

Locket,  Joe,  whipping  of 929 

LONG,  BURTON,  (colored,)  testimony  of 1149-1154 

resident  of  Russell  County ;  was  a  slave  ;  native  of  Virginia 11 49 

a  republican , 1150 

candidate  for  the  legislature 1 151 

disfranchisement  of  two  hundred  republican  voters  at  the  election  of  18t0. .  1150, 1 151, 

1152 

was  arrested,  charged  with  perjury,  and  confined  in  jail 1151, 1152 

received  a  Ku-Klux  letter 1151 

colored  people  arm  on  the  report  that  he  had  been  put  in  prison,  and  Richard 

Mack  killed,  and  disperse  on  order  of  the  sheriff 1 153  , 

report  of  the  grand  jury  of  the  city  court  of  Montgomery,  as  it  appeared  in  the 

Montgomery  Advertiser  of  October  20,  1871 1153-1154 

LOPER,  CHARLES,  (colored,)  testimony  of 1113-1114 

lives  eight  miles  from  Montgomery,  on  the  Rolland  Brassel    plantation;  a 

democrat;  was  a  slave 1113 

has^  never  been  threatened  by  colored  people  for  wanting  to  vote  the  democratic 
ticket ;  neighborhood  peaceable  and  quiet ;  good  feeling  between  the  whites 
and  blacke ;  some  negroes  vote  the  democratic  ticket ;  they  are  not  molested        1113 
Lovet,  Mr.,  whipping  of 1677 
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LOW,  HENRY,  (colored,)  testimony  of 1996-1999 

formerly  resided  in  Pickens  County  ;  left  in  October,  1870 1996 

his  house  attacked  by  disp^uised  men ;  was  shot  at,  taken  out,  and  beaten  with 

clubs ;  manner  of  whipping ;  whipi^d  on  account  of  his  polities ;  would  rather 

not  give  the  names  of  those  he  recognized 1997 

was  notified  to  leave,  and  left ;  whipping  of  Sam  Low,  Doc  Johnson,  Bob 

Stockflville,  Tom  Gardner,  Willie  Hargrove 1998 

Low,  Henry,  whipping  of 1995,1997,2001 

LOW,  SAMUEL,  (colored,)  testimony  of 2005-2007 

lived  in  Pickens  County ;  voted  the  radical  ticket 2005 

was  visited  by  the  Ku-Klux,  taken  out,  and  whipped 2005-2007 

whipped  for  his  politics;  was  warned  to  leave,    and  left  because  he  was  afraid 

to  remain ;  whipping  of  Bob  Stocksville,  Willie  Hargrove,  and  Dock  Johnson        2006 

Low,  Samuel,  whipping  of 1994,1998,2001,2005-2007 

LOWE,  WILLIAM  M.,  testimony  of 871-912 

native  of  the  State ;  lives  in  Huntsville ;  tlyrty  years  old ;  a  lawyer ;  elected 

solicitor  in  1865 871 

was  in  the  rebel  army  ;  was  a  member  of  democratic  State  committee ;  chairman 

of  county  committee  and  of  congressional  committee 876 

resigned  the  first  two  when  elected  to  the  legislature 884, 885 

went  into  rebellion  voluntarily 905 

prosecuted  indictments  against  William  Shapard  for  hog-stealing  and  assault 

with  intent  to  kill ;  defendant  made  affidavit  for  a  continuance 871, 885 

character  of  Shapard * , 872,885 

the  law  as  well  eilforced  now  as  it  ever  has  been  in  the  State ;  the  county 

peaceable ;  public  sentiment  decidly  in  favor  of  law  and  order 872, 908 

objects  and  character  of  the  Loyal  League 872, 873, 885,  ^m,  887, 694, 907 

and  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan 872,873,876,877,885,892,893,894,899,907,908,909 

the  Huntsville  riot  of  1868 873,874,900,901,902,910 

killing  of  Judge  Thurlow ;  Mr.  Cox  and Roper  wounded 874, 900 

origin  of  the  riot 875 

attempt  of  witness  to  organize  the  "  Order  of  Peace  *' 877 

intimidation  of  democratic  colored  voters 878 

dissatisfaction  with  the  first  State  government  imposed  by  act  of  Congress ; 

the  causes  thereof ;  character  of  the  officers  elected 878-883 

charges  against  A.  J.  Applegate,  former  lieutenant  governor 879-881 

meeting  to  denounce  Ku-Klux ;  North  Alabama,  prior  to  the  war,  strongly  in 

favor  of  the  Union 883 

shooting  of  Prior  Turner  (colored)  by  disguised  men 883, 997 

tone  of  political  sentiment  of  the  white  population 883, 884 

DO  prejudice  against  northern  settlers 884 

defines  a  "carpet-bagger" \...  887 

Senators  Warner  and  Spencer  carpet-baggers 887, 888 

defines  a  '  *  scalawag  *' 888 

names  carpet-baggers  and  scalawags  who  hold  or  are  seeking  office 889, 890, 891 

carpet-bagger  is  never  under  any  circumstances  applied  to  a  democrat 891 

Huntsville  newspapers  denounced  Ku-Klux  outrages ; Smith  hung  by  dis- 
guised men ;  two  negroes  killed 893 

never  heard  of  the  Ku-Klux  whipping  a  negro  for  voting  the  republican  ticket ; 

heard  of  a  few  cases  of  outrage  in  the  way  of  whipping,  taking  of  arms,  &c.; 

not  two  dozen  in  the  county 895, 899 

his  attention  called  to  the  preamble  of  the  State  Ku-Klux  act  of  December  26, 

1868;  the  state  of  things  recited  therein  not  true,  but  false  and  exaggerated  896 

does  not  remember  a  case  of  Ku-Klux  outrage  brought  to  trial  and  judgment .  897, 898 
has  heard  of  outrages  in  Madison  County,  since  the  Klan  was  dissolved,  by  bands 

of  disguised  men ;  they  do  not  exceed  two  or  three ;  and  but  few  in  the 

State ;  the  Patona  and  Eutaw  affair  and  the  Coosa  riot ;  character  of  the 

negroes  as  to  veracity 898 

IS  opposed  to  ne^o  suffrage  and  to  their  holding  office 902 

views  as  to  the  nght  of  negroes  to  assemble  and  determine  their  political  action, 

&c. ;  registration  oath  taken  by  witness 903 

organized  two  negro  clubs  in  Huntsville,  in  1870 903, 904 

number  in  the  State  disqualified  under  the  fourteenth  amendment 906, 91 1 ,  912 

ojiposition  to  applying  to  Congress  for  relief;  those  who  went  into  retmllion  did 

not  commit  treason 904 

his  views  as  to  secession  and  citizenship 904, 905 

organization  of  the  republican  party  in  the  State 905, 906 

reorganization  of  the  State  government 906,907,909,910 
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objcctioDable  features  of  the  constitution :  behavior  of  the  colored  people  since 

thowar 907 

tlie  course  the  colored  people  should  have  taken  en  reorganizing  under  the 

reconstruction  acts 908 

antagonism  of  races 909 

the  two  races  could  live  peaceably  if  the  negroes  were  non^voting 910,911 

relativo  vote,  white  and  colored,  in  the  State 911 

Luke,  William  C,  killing  of 77,223,386,429,445,609,1173,1235 

Luney,  Corey,  shooting  at 930 

Lvon,  Abe,  killing  of. 1202,1263,1265,1266,1269,1270,1334,1360,1412,1413,1424, 

142i),  1427, 1514,  I6r>4, 1868, 1869, 1882,  I8B3, 1837, 1897, 1899-1901, 1905-1909, 1914- 

1916, 1918 

LYON,  ELIZA,  (colored,)  testimony  of 1262-1271 

lives  in  Demopolis 1262 

her  husband  Abe  killed  June  6,  1871,  in  Choctaw  County 1262 

particulars  of  his  killing  by  disguised  men,  their  number,  disguises,  &c 1263, 1265, 

1266, 1269, 1270 

her  property  stolen  same  night 1263,1264,1270,1271 

her  life  was  threatened  and  she  left ;  was  pursued 1264, 1266, 1267, 1271 

no  coroner's  inquest  hold  ;  no  one  ever  prosecuted  for  the  murder ;  all  the  white 

people  in  Choctaw  democrats 1266 

William  Ezell  (colored)  killed,  and  a  colored  man  named  Isaac 1267 

colored  woman  whipped 1267, 1268 

schools  broken  up 1268,1269 

church  burned  ;  Judge  Smith's  gin-house  and  fencing  burned 1269 

thoOght  that  her  husband  being  a  witness  in  a  case  between  him  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Tucker  nught  have  something  to  do  with  his  murder 1269, 1270 

LYON.  FRANCIS  S.,  testimony  of 1408-1428 

a  citizen  of  the  State  since  it^  organization  and  while  it  was  a  Territoiy ;  was 
in  State  senate  and  house  of  representatives ;  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  a  member  of  the  confederate  congress  from  1862  or  1863  to  1865.        1408 

was  State  commissioner 1411 

agent  of  the  confederate  government  for  receiving  subscriptions 1426 

has  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  Ku-Klux  order 1409 

killing  of  Mr.  Boyd,  solicitor  of  Greene  County,  by  disguised  men 1409, 1419, 1421 

some  negroes  and  a  white  man  taken  from  jail  and  hung 1409, 1419 

the  great  mass  of  the  people  loyal  to  the  (government  since  the  war ;  recon- 
struction measures  and  State  constitution  objectionable 1409 

cause  of  dissatisfaction  with  laws  of  the  State,  that  they  were  passed  by  per- 
sons who  were  not  authorized  by  the  people ;  the  constitution  not  adopted . . .         1409 

the  tax  laNvof  1868 1409,1415,1416,1417 

the  election  law  and  the  law  authorizing  counties,  &c.,  to  subscribo  for  stock 

in  railroads .' 1409 

acts  of  oppression  by  officera  of  the  Federal  Government,  viz :  the  seizure  of  wit- 
ness's cotton,  and  that  of  others  ;  the  arrest  of  six  or  seven  men  of  Eutaw 
upon  a  charge  of  riot  or  assault,  and  sending  them  to  the  Dry  Tortugas ;  the 

the  arrest  and  handcuffing  of  Mr.  Barker 1410, 1414 

state  of  feeling  between  the  white  and  colored  people 1410, 1411 

all  civil  rights  are  accorded  to  the  negro 1411 

character  of  W.  B.  Jones  and  his  speeches 141 1, 1422, 1423 

knows  of  no  intimidation  of  voters 141 1 

State  debt  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  during  the  war,  and  since  ;  its  great 
increase  caused  by  the  loan  to  the  Stanton  Railroad,  to  the  Mobile  and  Mont- 
gomery rood,  and  by  the  indorsement  of  the  bonds  of  every  raihoad  built  in 

the  Stale 1411,1417,1418,1424 

openly  charged  and  believed  that  these  loans  were  procured  by  bribery 1411, 1418, 

1424 
the  laws  have  not  been  executed  satisfactorily  ;  the  judges  strangers  or  carpet- 
baggers ;  some  not  qualified 1411, 1412 

account  of  the  killing  of  Abe  Lyon  given  witness  by  Eliza  Lyon ;  Abe  Lyon's 

character 1412,1413  1424,1426,1427 

suits  for  treason  before  Judge  Busteed 1415 

general  disposition  to  obey  the  laws;  Judge  Luther  H.  Smith's  mill  burned; 

killing  of  a  mail  agent  in  Sumter  County 1419 

whipping  of  Mr.  Neibling 1420 

organization,  extent,  object,  &c.,  of  the  Ku-Klux 1420, 1421, 1422 

a  niajoiity  of  the  persons  injured  republicans  ;  tone  of  the  democratic  press  as 
to  Ku-Klux  outrages  ;  no  one  punished  for  these  outrages 1421 
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treatment  of  northern  settlers ;  feeling  toward  scalawags ]  422 

extent,  &c.,  of  Union  League 1422, 1423 

Ku-Klux  organization,  &c 1409,1423 

inefficiency  of  officials -. 1423, 1424 

seizure  of  cotton  general:  cases  specified 1424, 1425, 1426 

discussion  of  sub-committee  as  to  testimony  given  br  witness  yesterday,  Octo- 
ber 26,  and  the  substitution  of  the  manuscript  read 1427, 1 428 

action  of  the  committee  on  its  reception 1428 

M. 

Maberry.  Mr.,  killing  of  Christian  by 1971 

Macon  County,  killed  in:  Andrew  Geary,  Abram  Moss — 2 ;  outraged  in :  James  H. 
Alston's  wife  and  child,  J.  H.  Hodnet— 2  :  shot  in  :  James  H.  Alston,  W. 
Dougherty,  Adam  Goshe,  Columbus  Mitchell,  Felix  Wright — 5 ;  whipped  in : 
Aaron  Lassiter — 1. 

jelection  staUstics  of. 1026,1028,1030,1039-1042,1112 

strength  of  Ku-Klux  in 1038 

Madison  Couuty,  strength  of  Ku-Klnxin 785,821,8:M 

election  statistics  of 840,841 

number  disqualified  in 979,980 

number  of  outrages  in 134 

disturbances  in ; 1161 

outraged  in :  Peter  Acklyn,  Frank  Bell,  Timone  Bell,  George  Comelous,  Lu- 
cinda  Ford  and  family,  John  Fuller,  Joseph  Gill,  Thomas  Hawkins.  Job 
Kelly,  John  Leslie,  Corey  Luney,  Joseph  Manning,  Alexander  Marchbanks, 
Samuel  Mastin,  Bill  Miller,  Scruggs,  W.  Steele,  Marshall  Strong,  Wiley 
Strong's  wife— 19  ;  killed  in:  W.  Campbell,  Henry  Clunn,  Mr.  Dougherty, 
Willis  Monroe  Evans,  John  Markham,  Mr.  Smith,  Silas Thurlow,  James  K.  P. 
Wright — 8 ;  shot  in  :  William  W.  Cox,  Peyton  Lipscomb,  George  lloper, 
Wiley  Strong,  Prior  Turner — 5;  whipped  in :  Caleb  Beasley  and  wife,  Anthony 
Bone,  Martin  Bush,  Rebecca  Campbell,  John  Clark,  W.  Ford,  Amos  Gar- 
diner and  brother,  Joseph  Gill,  Henry  Hamlin,  Henry  Johnson,  John 
Kemp,  George  Lawler,  Peyton  Lipscomb,  Joe  Locket,  Pattou,  Thomas  Reg- 
ney,  Wash  Strong,  Wesley  Vincent,  W.  Vincent,  Calvin  Walker — 22. 

MAGUIKE,  WILLIAM  IL,  testimony  of 1661 

deputy  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 1661 

the  envelope  produced  by  Robert  FuUerlove  is  in  witness's  handwriting ;  issued 

a  subpoena  for  him 1661 

MAHONE,  CHARLES,  (colored,)  testimony  of 1078-1080 

resident  of  Montgomery ;  has  always  voted  the  republican  ticket 1 078 

was  a  slave 1079 

was  insulted  and  threatened  because  he  was  supposed  to  be  a  democrat ;  general 

feeling  of  hostility  toward  the  negroes  who  vote  the  democratic  ticket 1078 

has  heard  Caesar  Shorter  abused  for  so  doing 1078, 1079, 1080 

colored  people  not  generally  afraid  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket ;  thinks  if  a 

man  would  vote  the  ticket  boldly,  he  would  be  in  a  little  difficulty 1079 

Mail-agent,  killing  of 1419 

Mail,  United  States,  tampering  with  the 713,714 

Malone,  Mr.,  identified  by  Henderson 579,580 

Manning,  Joseph,  shot  at 930 

MARCHBANKS,  ALEXANDER,  testmiony  of 865-867 

born  in  Tennessee  ;  lives  in  Madison  County ;  witness  and  Bill  Miller  hung  by 

the  neck  twice  by  disguised  men  in  October,  1869 865,866 

left  home  from  fear  of  the  Ku-Klux 866 

Marengo  Couuty,  debt  of 1311 

election  statistics  and  census  of 1314, 1315, 1317 

decrease  of  colored  population 1368, 1373 

'  killed  in :  Robin  Westorook ;  outraged  in :  Pierce  Burton,  John  Tayloe,  Cole- 
man, George  Jones,  William  B.  tiones.  Tiller  Reese,  Seth  D.  Smith,  Robin 
Westbrook — 7  ;  whipped  in :  Reuben  Hildreth,  Richard  Lewis,  Mr.  Neibling, 
Sam  White — 4. 

Marion  County,  murders  in 1754 

Marion  jail,  attempt  to  take  negro  from 1480.1461, 1496, 1560, 1562 

Markham.  John,  killing  of 920,921 

Martin,  Dick,  whipping  of 1007, 1016 

Martin,  James,  killing  of 3, 1214 
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MARTIN,  LYMAN  W.,  testimony  of 1144-1149 

1  esideDt  of  Scale  Station,  Russell  County  ;  a  lawyer 1  i  44 

a  democrat;  was  in  the  confederate  army 1J49 

facts  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Few 1144,1147,1148,1149 

negroes  vote  unmolested  ;  good  feeling  between  the  races ;  indifferent  execu* 

tion  of  the  laws 1144 

policy  of  non-action  recommended  by  democratic  convention  on  the  question 

of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution 1145 

inefficiency  of  officers  ;  their  politics • 1144, 1145, 114G 

no  Ku-Klux  in  Russell  County 1146 

Marshall  County,  number  of  outiages  in ; liJ4 

killed  in:  Elliott  Fearon ;  shot  in:  Henry  Rivers;  whipped  in:  Moses  B.  Sulli- 
van. 

Mastin,  Samuel,  taking  of  gun  of 1164,1165,1200 

MATTHEWS,  WILLIAM,  (colored,)  testimony  of 641-<)46 

was  a  witness  against  William  Henderson 641 

subornation  of  witness 641 ,  643, 644, 645 

recantation  of  witness - 642, 643 

May,  Mr.,  identified  by  Childers 17*20 

Mayhew,  J.  M.,  identiticd  bv  Vix 1196 

Maxwell,  Big,  whipping  of 1011 

McCALL,   DANIEL,  testimony  of ,,....1699^1916 

resident  of  De  Sotoville,  Choctaw  county ;  a  physician 1899 

native  of  the  State  ;  a  slave-holder 1903 

was  with  the  Fortieth  Alabama  regiment ;  was  an  old-line  Whig ;  favored  seces- 
sion          1904 

forty  years  old 1910 

killing  of  Abe  Lyon,  and  statement  of  his  wife  at  the  inquest 1899,1900,1901, 

1905, 1906, 1907, 1908, 1909, 1914, 1915, 1916 

meeting  of  the  citizens  and  the  passing  of  resolutions. ., 1900, 1908 

killing  of  Ezell,  Rogers,  and  Mike  Dunn 1901,1912,1913 

killing  of  Lem  Campbell 1902,1913 

no  intimidation  of  colored  voters 1902, 1903, 1905 

kiUingof  Dud  Woodward  (colored)  in  1868 1904,1905 

Ku-Klux  organization,  its  extent,  &c 1909,1910,1911,1913,1914,1916 

no  one  arrested  for  these  outrages ;  feeling  of  the  negroes  in  regard  to  Ku- 
Klux 1914 

McCann,  Harvey,  killing  of 

McClfernand,  Dr.,  identified  by  Watley 1005 

McCrary  released  from  jail 1273,1484,1491,1495,1496,1528,1529 

McCutcheon,  J.  A.,  compelled  to  leave 127 

McDonald,  Peyton,  attempted  release  from  jail  of 1283, 1480, 1497 

McDowell,  John  F.,  whipping  of i 749 

McGregor,  Wilio,  hanging  of 168,169,212,1173,1242 

McKee,  Mr.,  killing  by  Birdsong  of 659 

McKinley,  gathering  of  armed  negroes  at 1320, 1S79, 1380,1384, 1385 

McKinley,  anticipated  riot  at,  and  measures  to  prevent 1320, 1321, 1323, 1371, 1372, 1380, 

1381 

McKinney,  (King,)  Lina,  whipping  of  ....'- 733,773 

McManmon,  John,  beaten  with  sticks  and  brush 1171,1173,1220,1235,1236 

McNeill,  MALCOLM  hector,  testimony  of 1537-1545 

resident  of  Sbiioh,  Marengo  County 1537 

an  old-lino  whig 1542 

details  of  disturbance  at  the  meeting  at  Linden,  where  W.  B.  Jones  spoke  and 

relinquished  his  candidacy 1537-1539, 1540, 154 1 ,  1542, 1543, 1545 

disturbance  at  the  meeting  at  Shiloh 1539,1540,1543,1544 

radical  office-holders  not  much  liked 1542 

abuse  of  Mr.  Drake  and  Mr.  Jones  at  the  Linden  meeting 154 1 ,  1542, 1543 

character  of  Jones's  speeches 1543,1545 

Meadows,  Mr.,  threatened 1 126 

Meeks,  Nathan,  raid  on  house  of 1201, 12U2 

Meetings  interrupted  or  broken  up : 

Minnls's  account  of 531,532,539 

Dougherty's  account  of 1024,1027,1034 

Shorter's  account  of 1072,1073 

Ward's  account  of . .-. 1088-1090 

Blackford's  account  of I 1284 

Garrett's  account  of 148d 

Jc^ies's  account  of. 1497 
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Jones's  account  of : 1452 

Moore^s  account  of 1581,15t<t2 

Hcrr'8  account  of 1666,1667,1711, 17 lii 

Gillespie^s  account  of 1617 

Cobb8*8  account  of 1638 

Bennett's  account  of 1741 

Childers's  account  of 1722 

Meredith's  account  of 1772,1773,1776,1780,1784 

Meredith,  Mr.,  killinp:  of  Mr.  Bogers  by 1G77 

MBREDITH,  REUBEN  A,  tesUmony  of 1771-1785 

resident  of  GaineHville,  Sumter  County,  about  thirty>three  years;  native  of 

Vifginia ;   lawyer 177 1 

was  a  candidate  for  the  legislatufo 1777 

a  radical 1778 

^   arepbblican 1781 

great  disorganization  in  society  in  the  last  five  years 1771 

outrages  by  bands  of  men  for  the  last  three  years,  generally  upon  radicals, 

colored  and  white 1772 

breaking  up  of  a  republican  convention  called  at  Livingston,  by  Daniel  Price,  on 

August  13,  1870;  failure  of  a  second  meeting 1772,1773,1776,1780 

killing  of  Richard  Burk,  August,  1870 1775,1781 

intimidation  of  voters 1775,1779,1782,1783 

reported  cases  of  taking  prisoners  from  jail  and  killing  them,  and  of  some 

whippings 1776 

Hayno  Richardson  shot 1776, 178 1 

politics  of  the  North  Samter  News,  the  Livingston  Journal,  and  the  Gaines- 
ville News 1777 

the  efforts  made  to  get  Judge  Abrahams  out  of  office 1777, 1778, 1780 

no  member  of  the  republican  party  safe  in  openly  advocating  his  views  in 

Samter  county 1778 

the  candidate  for  Congress  made  no  canvass,  through  intimidation •. 1778, 1779 

how  Judge  Abrahams  obtained  bis  office  of  probate  judge 1779, 1780 

character  of  Judge  Rcavis;  precincts  in  woich  there  was  a  larg^  negro  vote, 

and  not  one  cast  for  the  republican  party 1781 

democratic  negroes ;  their  speeches  and  influence 1783, 1784 

interruption  of  the  meeting  at  Eutaw,  when  Governors  Smith  and  Parsons 

spoke 1784 

intimidation  of  witnesses 1784, 1785 

Meridian,  not  at 1439,1964 

Methodist  Church,  North,  concerning — 

Lakin's  testimony * 124, 125 

Lindsay's  testimony 180,208,218 

Clanton*8  testimony 238 

Day's  testimony 623 

Echolls's  testimony 957-960 

MICHAEL,  JACOB,  Jr.,  testimony  of 1366-1378 

sheriff  of  Marengo  County 1366 

a  democrat 1372 

raised  in  Alabama 1373 

six  colored  men  now  in  jail  charged  with  assaulting  Dr.  Soth  D.  Smith  with 
intent  to  kill;  one  had  escaped;  this  one  had  been  whipped,  and  another 

struck  on  the  head  with  a  pistol 1366 

killmgof  Robin  Westbrook 1367 

no  one  brought  to  justice  for  Mr.  Neiblin£:'s  whipping;  decrease  of  colored 

.  population  in  Marengo  County j368,  KW3 

disturbance  at  Linden,  where  Jones  withdrew  from  his  candidacy 1369, 1370, 1372. 

1:373, 1377 

anticipated  riot  at  McKinley 1371,1372 

the  whites  well  disposed  toward  the  blacks ;  no  difficulty  in  executing  pro- 
cess          1372 

murder  of  Robin  Westbrook  ;  state  of  feeling  between  the  races 1373 

names  of  white  republicans  in  the  county ;  feeling  toward  republicans  from 

the  North. 1374 

some  republicans  have  left,  having  made  money  enough 1374, 1375, 1376 

Jones's  political  course - 1374, 1375 

patronage  to  republican  newspapers 1375,  1376, 1377 

Military,  strength  in  State  of  the 1 156 

effect  of  the  presence  of 1176-1178,1181,1681 


xLvi  index; 

Military,  streugtb  in  State  of  the — Contimied. 

general  treatment  of  the 1985-1287,1297 

arrests  by 1958,1959 

Miller,  Bill,  hanging  of Hm 

Miller,  Henry,  killing  of. 3,6,265,277,1214 

Miller,  Judge  William,  struck  with  hickory  stick 278 

Miller,  Lieutenant  James, reports  of..-. 1161. 1191, 1J92 

Miller,  Mr,,  killing  of 1750,1751,1853,1971,1973,1984,1991,1992 

MILLER,  WILLIAM,  testimony  of 1-12 

resident  of  Mobile ;  resided  in  Greene  County  from  1836  to  1869;  appointed  col- 
lector of  Mobile,  May,  1869;  elected  probate  judge  in  February,  1868,  and 

resistance  was  made  to  his  taking  the  office 1 

was  attacked  by  Reynolds 5 

disguised  men,  operations  of  bands  of 3, 8, 9 

disguised  men,  leading  citizens  opposed  to d 

disguised  men,  no  legal  redress  for  acts  of ^ 

republicans  deterred  from  voting  at  election  of  1868 1 

opposition  to  republican  speakers  in  October,  1868 2 

colored  men  afraid  to  vote 8 

riot  at  Eutaw,  Greene  County 4,5,9,10 

freedom  of  political  opinions 1,2,7,8,9 

depreciation  of  real  estate  in  value ~ 11 

taxes 11 

railroad  bonds 11 

.    concerning  Union  Leagues 7, 8 

killing  of  (Alexander)  Boyd,  solicitor • , 3,7 

killing  of  Samuel  Snoddy 2,3,6 

killing  of  James  Carpenter 3 

killing  of  Henry  Miller,  (colored) 3, 6 

killing  of  Sam  Caldwell,  (colored) 3, 6 

killing  of  Sam  Colvin,  (colored) 3 

killing  of  James  Martin,  (colored) 3 

attack  on Burton 5 

attack  on Cockrell 5,9 

attack  on  witness 5 

MINNie,  JOHN  A.,  testimonvot 527-571 

resident  of  Montgomery ;  bom  and  raised  in  North  Carolina;  lived  in  Alabama 
since  1866 ;  moved  to  Tennessee  in  1838 ;  district  attorney  of  the  United 

States  for  the  northern  district  of  Alabama 527 

canvassed  the  second  congressional  district  in  1670 531 

hostility  to  reconstruction,  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  to  the  officers 

elected 527,551,552,553,554,561 

injury  to  office,  books,  <&c.,  of  Judge  Gardner ;  his  frequent  whipping,  and  at- 
tempt to  assassinate  him .527 

intimidation  of  colored  voters 528,534 

killing  of  Mr.  Boyd,  solicitor  of  Greene  County 528, 529, 555, 556 

operations  of  disguised  men 528,529,530,534,535,536,537,538,539,540,543,544, 

547, 549, 550 

political  meetings  interrupted 531, 532,  .'S39 

personal  insecurity  in  expressing  political  opinions  in  portions  of  the  State 532 

whipping  of  Wiley  Williams  and  Jerry  Webb ;  shooting  of  a  colored  man ; 

burning  of  a  church ;  nine  or  ten  negroes  whipped 533 

whipping  of  Aaron  Lassiter ;  he  identihcs  five  of  the  party,  who  on  trial  proved 

SLualiH^ 535 

whipping  of  a  negro  in  Montgomery  County  by  disguised  men;  the  reason 

assigned  for  it 536,537 

whipping  of  Smith  Watley  by  disguised  men ;  five  of  them  tried,  and  discharged 

upon  the  defense  of  an  altbi 537, 538 

old  negro  whipped 538,539 

church  fired  into,  one  killed  and  two  or  three  wounded ;  no  parties  arrested  or 

punished 539 

difficulty  in  identifying  parties ;  proving  of  alibis  a  general  form  of  defense. . .  539 
only  republicans  whipped  or  mistreated ;  attempt  to  drown  — —  Hender- 
son   540,557,558 

case  of  Weir ;  his  whipping,  and  attempts  to  hang  and  drown  him 541-543 

whipping  of  a  negro  man  and  woman  in  Walker  County ;  negroes  do  not  enjoy 

any  more  privileges  than  before  the  war 543 

confesHion  of  R.  G.  Davis  as  to  raids  by  Captain  Stewart's  company  ;  dis- 
turbance of  Judge  Mudd's  court ' 544 
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V.  F.  Peters  nominated  by  a  convention  of  disguised  men 544,545 

Sheriff  Tread  way,  of  Jefferson  County,  compelled  to  leave  borne ;  cbarges 

against  him  by  tbe  Ku-Klux 545-547 

four  companies  of  Ku-Klux  in  Fayette  County,  Captains  Stewart's,  Marshall's, 

Hyde's,  and  another's 547 

whtpping  and  shooting  of  negro  men  and  ravishing  of  negro  womin  by  Captain 

Hyde's  companv — 547,553 

number  ot  coloreu  people  killed  within  the  last  two  years ;  hanging  and  shoot- 

ing  of  a  negro  man  and  woman ;  character  of  Judge  Mudd 548 

whipping  of  Mr.  Wooloy  and  rape  on  his  wife ;  be  is  compelled  to  leave  homo  ; 

whipping  of  Mr.  Fowler  and  Mr.  Tidwell ;  negro  badly  whipped 549 

negroes  shot  at  and  run  off 549,550 

violent  prejudice  against  negroes;   many  driven  from  Fayette  County;  negro 

blacksntitb  whipped 550 

whipping  of  two  woito  women  in  Marshall  County 550, 551 

in  many  places  State  laws  cannot  be  enforced  in  cases  of  outrages  against  ne- 
groes and  white  Union  men ;  palliation  and  justification  of  ^u-Klux  out- 
rages    551 

tenor  of  the  democratic  press 551, 552 

opposition  to  the  education  of  the  negro ;  courts  in  Fayette  County  could  not 
enforce  the  law  without  the  aid  of  the  military ;  salutary  effect  of  the  con- 
viction of  Ku-Klux  in  North  Carolina 552 

no  convictions  as  yet  in  Alabama 540,552,553 

whipping  of  a  colored  woman  in  Fayette  County ;  collector  of  internal  revenue 

compelled  to  resign  ;  negro  killed  in  Sanford  County 553 

bitter  opposition  to  ne^rro  suffrage r»54 

operation  of  the  election  laws 555,501 

the  courts  were  organized  under  republican  auspices ;  manner  of  selecting 

jurors 555 

probable  effect  of  the  removal  of  political  disabilities 560 

relations  between  the  races 562 

details  of  conversation  with  Judge  Busteed  as  to  legislation  needed,  &c.,  562, 563,  .564, 

565 

report  of  grand  jurors  of  middle  district  of  Alabama 563-564 

viowi  of  witness  as  to  increase  of  powers  of  United  States  courts 564-566 

discussion    as  to  the  admissibility  of  statement  read  by  witness  in  further 

answer  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Beck 566, 567 

written  statement  of  witness 567-571 

MiJ'cegenaiion 1390,1391,1441,1512,1524,1.525 

Mitchell,  Columbus,  shooting  of 1092-1094 

llosette.  Mr.,  raid  on  house  of 1482 

Mooucy,  C.  C.,  suspected  of  killing  a  negro 1194 

MOORE,  ALLEN  E.,  testimony  of 1565-15«7 

resident  of  Livingston,  Sumter  County ;  sheriff  by  appointment 1565 

au  old  line  whig 1586 

details  of  the  taking  of  Zeke  High  from  the  jail  by  a  band  of  disguised  men, 

and  his  shooting 1565-1568,  1571,  1572,  157.3,  1579 

High  was  in  jail  on  a  charge  of  murder 1568 

he  had  been  indicted  for  the  killing  of  Collins  in  an  attempt  to  arrest  him  and 

others  charged  with  an  assault * 1569,  1579,  1580 

killing  of  Collins 1569,  1570,  1580,1582,  1563 

High  made  no  attempt  to  escape 1571 

no  one  arrested  for  High's  murder ;  he  was  known  also  as  Zeke  Williams 1574 

tbe  Ku-Klux  hunt  for  Dr.  Choutteau  at  his  house,  guarded  by  Mr.  Coblettz ; 
Coblentz  shot  one  of  the  party  ;  Coblentz  killed,  and  George  Haston  (col- 
ored) shot;  it  was  a  political  trouble 1574,1575 

W.  J.  Prater,  confined  on  a  charge  of  murder,  released  from  jail  by  a  band  of 

disguised  men 1576,  1577 

negro  beaten  and  his  ears  cut  off;  no  one  punished  for  this  offense 1577 

Jasper  (colored  ;  taken  from  jail  ami  hung ;  no  arrests  made 1578 

Richard  Burke  kiUed 1578,1571) 

negro  killed , 1579 

^mother  killed  on  Billy  McCree's  place 1581 

tbe  Belmont  riot 1581,15-2 

Dr.  Choutteau's  alle|i^  proposition  to  poison  the  negroes ;  his  radicalism,  and 

business  proscription 1583,  J584,  15^5 

election  statistics 1586,  lot7 

geneial  behavior  of  the  negroes .« l')&7 
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Mooro,  George,  outrage  upon •. 1160, 1187-1190 

Moore,  Jacob,  sliooting:  of 78,79 

Moore,  Mr.,  alleged  Ku-Klux,  slandiug  of 724,767 

Moore,  Mr.,  identified  by  Weir 653,654,  659 

Morgan  County ;  number  of  outragfes  in 134 

disturbances  in..* 610 

killed  in:  Judge  Ciiarlton,  Isaac  Gibson,  Fenelon  Ragland,  Mr.  Williams — 3; 
shot  in:  Jesse  Knight;  outraged  in:  G.  W.  Hollowell,  Dean  Reynolds — 2; 
whipped  in :  Hczekiah  Bush,  Simon  Bush,  Ruth  Chapman — 3. 
Morris,  (Morse,)  Judge,  implicated  in  the  killing  of  Thomas- ..  1672,  1883-1885, 1895, 1896 

Morris,  Mr.,  killing  of  Mr.  Scarborough  by 1677 

Morse,  (Morris,)  Joshua,  implicated  in  the  killing  of  Thomas..  1672,1883-1885,  1895,1896   , 

Moss,  Abram,  killiDg  of 1092-1094 

MOSS,  JAMES  M.,  testimony  of 915-926 

has  lived  in  Madison  County  since  1866  ;  a  farmer 915 

a  republican  ;  born  in  New  York ;  moved  to  Illinois,  thence  to  Iowa  and  to  Ala- 
bama  917 

character  of  Joe  Gill 916 

inUmidation  of  voters 917,918,919,921,922 

Ku-Klux,  political 917,919,921 

outrage  upon  Job  Kelly  ;  disarming  of  negroes 917 

visited  by  the  Ku-Kiui  several  times 917,  918,924 

Joe  Gill  whipped 918,922 

Ku-KIux  disguises ;  has  seen  them  six  times  ;  they  have  gone  by  the  board 

long  ago  ;  the  organization  degenerated  into  robbing 919 

man  robbed  three  times  by  disguised  m^n 919,  920 

killing  of  John  Markham 920,921 

three  colored  men  killed  by  the  Ku-KIux ;  no  arrests  made 923 

cannot  carry  on  his  plantation  from  the  difficulty  of  procuring' hands';  Ku-       %        \ 

Klux  injurious  to  labor \  924 j 

the  people  favor  free  schools ;  they  would  not  take  away  neg^  suffrage  if 

they  voted  the  democratic  ticket ;  the  negroes  republicans 925 

social  proscription  of  northern  men 926 

Mossbacks,  organization  of  the 1172, 1229 

MUDD,  WILLIAM  S.,  testimony  of. 1745-1771 

resident  of  £lyton,  Jefferson  County  ;  one  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit  courts 
of  the  State;  his  district  embraces  Jefferson,  Tuscaloosa,  Fayette,  Sanford, 
Marion,  Wiustou,  and  Walker  Counties ;  has  officiated  as  judge  for  sixteen 

years  ;  a  native  of  Kentucky 1745 

no  interruption  in  the  courts  in  his  circuit ;  general  condition  of  the  circuit 
quiet ;  some  outrages  by  unknown  persons,  generally  at  night,  and  by  dis- 
guised men 1745 

most  uf  the  outrages  have  proceeded  from  other  causes  than  political,  though 
generally  visited  upon  the  colored  people ;  grand  juries  generally  unable  to 
tind  out  the  perpetrators  ;  general  peace  and  quiet  in  Jefferson  County.. ..         1746 
five  homicides  in  Jefferson  County  within  two  years ;  two  negroes  severely 

whipped' ^ 1747 

a  half  dozen  whippings  have  occurred  in  the  county;  the  colored  people  gen> 

erally  vote  the  republican  ticket 1748 

killing  of  a  negro  in  Tuscaloosa  County,  and  of  Mr.  Samuel,  an  alleged  Ku- 
Klux  ;  a  white  man  and  a  negro  killed J749 

a  white  man  and  three  or  four  negroes  killed 1750 

killing  of  Mr.  Crossland,  November,  1868,  and  wounding  of  a  young  man; 

•     Crossland's  murder  political 1750, 1767,1768 

Mr.  Miller  killed 1760,1751 

a  white  man,  Finlay,  and  several  negroes  killed 1751 ,  1768 

some  whippings  of  negroes  in  the  county ;  good  many  disturbances  in  Fayette 

County  ;  several  homicides  and  whippings 1751 

man  and  wife  (colored)  taken  from  the  custody  of  an  officer  and  killed 1752 

two  colored  women  killed 1752, 1753 

the  victims  of  whippings  in  Fayette  uniformly  colored;  whippings  generally 
inflicted  after  night;  some  parties  concerned  in  these  whippings  havo  been 
indicted  and  arrested,  but  the  witnesses  have  disappeared ;  colored  women 
ravished ;  one  homicide  in  Sanford  County,  not  by  disguised  men ;  man 

shot  by  disguised  men  for  committing  rape  and  murder 1753 

several  cit.ves  of  whipping  in  Sanford  Ccunity;  some  murders  in  Marion  County, 
but  not  by  disguised  men;  no  organization  in  tliat  county;  ctmdition  quiet 
and  orderly  as  any  county  anywhere;  white  man  taken  from  jail  and  whip- 
ped by  disj^uistd  nicn;  no  whippings  or  murders  by  disguised  men  iu  Win- 
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ston  Coantj;  they  are  nearly  all  republicans  there  and  no  negroes ;  no  homi- 
cides in  Walker  Uoonty  by  disguised  men ;  very  few  colored  people  there ; 
there  have  been  several  whippings  of  colored  people  in  that  county  within 
the  last  twelve  months  1734 

preamble  to  the  State  Ku-Elux  act  of  December,  1868 i754J756 

views  of  witness  as  to  the  facts  contained  therein 1755, 1756, 1759 

Ku-Klux  organiaation,  its  extent,  4&c 1755-1758, 1761, 1762, 1763, 1765 

republicans  generally  the  victims  of  these  outrages 1757 

violation  of  labor  contracts... x llTT' 

the  principal  difficdlty  in  finding  out  who  these  disgnised  men  are 1758,1^59, 1760 

general  fear  prevails  in  the  communities  in  which  the  Klans  exist 1759 

intimidation  of  witnesses 1759,1763 

probable  effect  of  the  offerings  of  rewards;  knows  of  no  anti-Ku-Klux  organi- 
zation ;  what  is  needed  is  a  healthy  state  of  public  opinion 1760 

better  state  of  feeling  now  prevailing ;  effect  of  congressional  legislation  and 
reconstmction ;  efforts  made  to  induce  the  colored  people  to  vote  the  demo- 
cratic ticket ;  civil  and  political  rights  to  the  negro  tended  to  excite  a  feeling 

of  prejudice  against  them 1761 

temporary  interruption  last  spring,  at  the  Fayette  court,  and  its  cause. .  1762, 1763, 1764 
convention  of  disguised  men,  and  candidates  nominated  in  Fayette  County..         1763 
has  but  little  douot  that  both  grand  and  petit  juries  hare  consisted  in  part  of 
Ku-Klux ;  has  never  known  a  verdict  of  a  jury  that  he  thought  was  in  flu  > 
enced  by  men  belonging  to  the  Klan ;  general  opinion  in  £&vor  of  colonizing 

the  negro 1765 

cannot  speak  with  certainty  as  to  the  party  affiliations  of  those  whites  who 
have  committed  outrages  on  negroes ;  as  a  general  thing  old  slave-holders 
treat  the  negroes  kindly ;  in  all  the  enumerated  cases  of  outrage  no  political 

cause  was  assigned .-•  1766 

not  a  g^reat  deal  <n  theft  and  depredation  upon  cotton  and  stock  in  the  district.        1767 
j«l-breaking  in  Jefferson,  Tuscaloosa,  Sanford,  Marion,  and  Walker  Counties.        1768 
nine- tenths  of  the  people  opposed  to  all  lawlessness ;  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
his  circuit  as  auiet,  probaoly,  as  before  the  war ;  natural  that  there  should 
be  great  disorders  in  the  revolution  of  a  slave-holding  community  to  a  non- 

8lave<holding  one 1769 

the  two  races  cannot  now  live  peaceably  together,  except  upon  the  basis  of 
civil  and  political  equality ;  no  animosity  against  the  colored  men  for  enter- 
ing the  Union  Army ;  the  colored  men  remained  £Eiithful  to  their  masters  dur- 
ing the  war.. 1770 

Murphy,  Sheriff  Levi,  killing  of 748,766,766,773,992 

N. 

Nation,  Thomas,  outrage  upon 770,791 

Negro  clubs,  organization  of 903,904,939-941,1019,1386 

Ntgro  suffirage,  popular  opinion  as  to : 

Warner,  testimony  of 31,34 

Parsons 87,88,92,94 

Lindsay 191,202 

Clanton 226,255,256 

Pettus 383,395,396 

Pugh 405,406 

Minnis 554 

Day 605 

ShajMurd 768 

Ekjhardson 843,844 

Lowe 902 

Turner 925 

Wager 937 

Ward 1087 

Bhickford 1280 

Drake 1550 

Sanders 1801 

Hale 1822 

Glover 1889,1890 

Hatter 1938 

Negroes,  democratic : 

Warner,  testimony  of 35 

IV— A 
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Smitb,  testimony  of 59 

Clanton .228, 229,  «46, 247 

Jolly 283 

Pierce 304,311 

Sayre 356,362 

Pettns 402,403 

Pngh : 405 

Dox 434,435 

Forney 466,480 

Rice 496 

Abercrombie ni2-l]J3 

Abrahams 1386 

Harris 1588,1592 

Cobbs 1623 

Herr.. 1681 

Childera 1726 

Bennett ir39 

Meredith 1783,1784 

Gould 1838 

Glover 1869,1879,1888 

l^egxoes,  education  of : 

Lakin,  testimony  of 140 

Lindsay 234,236,249,252 

Pierce w 3J6 

Speed 426,427 

Minnis 552 

Goodloe 640 

Berry 776 

Richardson / 843 

Moss 925 

Waffer 937 

Judkrns 1043 

Few 1082, 10a3 

Ward 1087 

Williams 1103 

Blackford 1288 

Drake 1548 

Kinnard 1780,1731 

Sanders 1801,1802 

Glover » 1889 

Hill 1920 

Hatter 1938 

Negroes,  counsels  given  by  the  white  leaders  to.  .1318-1320, 1661, 1679-1661, 1705, 1710, 1713 

saieof  pwnted  stakes  to 238,314,316 

generally  republicans 1618,1641,1642,1748,1987 

effect  of  Ku-Klux  upon,  (see  Ku-Eluz.) 

rapes  by 242 

outrages  upon 230,242,1388,1493,1577,1682 

disguised  and  committing  outrages 162, 172, 21 1 ,  376, 488, 1942, 1948, 1955, 1960, 

1962  1963 

promises  made  to 238, 282, 285, 314, 363, 374, 385, 435, 445, 459, 460, 1133, 1810,'  1811 

general  character  and  behavior  of 242, 503, 856. 907, 962, 967, 975, 1 129, 1130, 1 132, 

1255, 1260, 1261, 1318, 1351, 1387, 1489, 1490, 1587. 1614, 16A  1641, 1642, 1711, 1714, 

1770, 1955, 1960 

Negroes,  (names  unknown, )  killing  of 70, 71, 179, 212, 229, 286, 544, 553, 609, 690, 893, 

923,930,1024, 1025,1034, 1035, 1043, 1044, 1116, 1123, 1124, 1162, 1173, 1193, 1194, 
1235, 1267, 1285, 1293, 1358. 1409, 1419, 1579, 1581, 1626, 1633, 1635, 1665, 1722, 

1749, 1753, 1768, 1821, 1853, 1882, 1935, 1949, 1971, 1972, 198:^ 
shooting  of. .  .533, 539, 618, 995, 1024, 1025, 1034, 1035, 1088-1090, 1092-1094, 1973, 1974 
whipping  of.  .-..533,536-539,543,549,550,553,678,718,787,857-859,931,1126, 1127, 
1249-1252, 1267, 1268, 1335, 1358, 1389, 1398, 1399, 1404, 1496, 1519, 1520, 1583, 1634, 

1635, 1676, 1738, 1747, 1751, 1754, 1808, 1821, 1822, 1913. 1971 

New  Departure— popular  opinion  as  to ' 606,607,769 

Newspapers,  articles,  extracts,  &c,  from....  113, 114,329,667,668,1347,1348,1470-1475, 

1534-1536, 1666-1669, 1674 

Neibling,  M.,  whipping  of 1338, 1340-1342, 1351, 1352, 1420, 1469, 151 1, 1512, 1548 

Neibling,  M.,  statement  of,  as  published  in  the  Exponent 1342,1343 


INDEX*  LI 

Page. 

NOBLE,  WILLIAM  R,  testimony  of 1055-1069 

lesideat  of  Montgomery;  chief  clerk  in  auditor's  office,  sin^e  Jolj,  1868; 
bonded  debt  of  the  State,  September  30,  1871 ;  July,  1868,  when  the  new  con- 
stitution went  into  effect ;  and  September  30, 1670 ;  smionnt  of  bonds  issued 

since  1866;  the  other  indebtedness  of  the  State  Jnly,  1868 1055 

temporary  loans  negotiated  for  the  payment  of  this  indebtedness ;  receipts  and 
expenditares  for  1869  and  1870 ;  rate  of  taxation  for  1868, 1869,  and  1870. .        1056 

trast  fonds  for  school  purposes,  what  they  are  and  how  used 1055, 1056 

how  far  short  the  income  for  1865, 1866,  and  1867  fell  of  meeting  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  State ;  condition  of  the  treasury  at  Uie  present  time ;  companson 

with  that  of  last  year 1056 

issue  of  State  bonds  to  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad 1056, 1057 

number  of  railroads  receiving  the  indorsement  of  the  State  ^  none  of  these 
roads  have  made  default  upon  their  bonds ;  how  the  State  is  secured  against  loss 

by  reason  of  the  railroad  bonds 1058 

Norris,  b.  W.,  what  the  negroes  have  been  taught  by 1130, 1131,1133 

Norris  vs.  Handley,  contested  election    1040. 1041 

NOREIS,  Hon.  B.  W.,  testimony  of 64-69 

resident  of  Elmore  County 64 

lived  in  Alabi^ma  since  l€io5 65, 69 

member  of  Forty-first  Congress 65 

contestant  of  seat  in  Forty-second  Congress 69 

served  in  Union  Array 69 

engaged  in  planting 69 

disguised  men,  operations  of  bands  of 67, 68 

disguised  men,  no  convictions  for  acts  of. 68 

disguised  men,  democratic  papers  excuse  acts  of 69 

fre^om  of  political  opinion 65, 66, 68 

colored  people  intimidated 67, 69 

teachers  driven  off 67 

KorOier,  BiU,  identified  by  Blair 676 

Northern  settlers,  general  character  and  treatment  o/,  (see  Feeling.) 

Nutting,  Mrs.  L.  M.,  raid  on  house  of V271, 1273, 1481, 1495, 1496, 1525, 1529 

O. 

Oakley,  J.,  negroes  whipped  by 1249-1252 

Otfces,  holding  of  plurality  of 1590,1591,1597,1598,1882 

Offices,  sale  of 1298-1300,1558-1561,1563,1564 

OlUver,  Mr.,  identified  by  Watley 1005 

Oriek,  John  C.  killing  of  Alex.  Webb  by 1479, 1492, 1521, 1522 

Orr,  Simeon,  confesses  to  being  captain  of  Ku-Klux 1126 

Outrages  on,  (for  kinds  of,  see  individual  names  elsewhere) — 

Acklyn,  Peter,  (colored, )  Madison  County,  1870 929 

Aildnidge,  Edward,  JBlount  County 756 

Alston,  James  H.,  wife  and  child  of,  Macon  County ' 1018 

Baxley,  Mr.,  Dallas  County 375 

Bell,  Frank,  (colored, )  Madison  County,  January,  1870 1232 

Bell,  Timooe,  (colored,)  Madison  County 927 

Blackford,  William  T.,  Hale  County,  January  1871 1272,1476-1478,1483,1484, 

1493-1497, 1525, 1526, 1 529, 1856, 1985 

Bradford,  Jim,  (colored) 1624 

^   Breathitt,  Luey,  (colored,)  Greene  County,  April,  1871 1788 

Brown,  Danger,  (colored, )  Sumter  County,  1871 1595, 1596 

Burton,  Fierce,  Marengo  County 5,46,55,290,1052 

Chapman,  Mr.,  Hale  County,  1870 1519,1530,1631 

Chifders,  John,  (colored,)  Sumter  County,  faU  of  1870 1719,  J721, 1897-18^ 

Claik,  (Joorge  A^  Sumter  County,  foU  of  1871 417, 1614, 1845-1849 

Clause,  Mr^  Hale  County,  1868 ,...1286,1493 

Cockrell,  Mr.,  Ghreene  County,  April,  1871 ;. . .  5, 9, 12, 10, 20, 23, 24, 40, 42, 43, 271 ,  281 

Coleman,  John  Xayloe,  Marengo  County,  February,  1871 1048, 1049, 1051 ,  1053 

Comelous,  Oeorge^colored, )  Madison  County,  June,  1869 \ 1162, 1195 

Crook,  Mr.,  CaUioun  County,  1868 475,487 

Daniel,  Sir,Xcolored,)  Jackson  County,  1870 995-997 

Davis,  Carr,  (colored,)  Greene  County,  1870 1214 

Dinsmore,  Joseph, -Blount  County f  spring  of  1871 756 

Ford,  Locinda^  and  family,  (colored, )  Madison  County,  October,  1870 1173, 1239 

Fuller,  John,  (colored, )  Madison  County,  October,  1870 1239 

Fullerk^ve,  Robert,  (colored,)  Choctaw  County,  October,  1871.. .  1649-1651, 1658, 1659 
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(fill,  Joseph,  (colored,)  Madieon  County,  October,  1870 1239 

Godfiraiy,  Danger,  Ccolored,)  Sumter  County 1736 

Hale,  Samuel  A.,  Sumter  County,  1869 1817 

Harris,  Nelson,  (colored,)  Greene  County., .- 272 

Hawkins,  Thomas,  (colored,)  Madison  County,  August,  1869 1166, 1167,1202 

Henderson,  William,  (colored, )  Colbert  County,  August,  1871 . . -540, 567, 658, 577-581 , 

583,684,636-638 

Hodnet,  J.H.,  Macon  County 1033,1034 

HoUowell,  George  W.,  (colored,)  Morgan  Coun^,  March,  1871 165, 166, 167,21 1 

931,932 

Jones,  George,  (colored,)  Marengo  County,  1870 ^...        1388 

Jones,  WiUiam  B.,  Marengo  County,  1870 1304-1306, 131^-1315, 1317, 1455, 1456, 

1504-1509, 1515, 1516 

.   Kelley,  Job,  (colored,)  Madison  County,  1868 917 

Leslie,  John,  (colored,)  Madison  County,  1869 929,1168,1204 

Luney,  Corey,  (colored,)  Madison  County,  1870 930 

Manning,  Joseph,  Madison  County,  January,  1870 930 

Marcbbanks,  Alexander,  (colored, )  Madison  County,  Octobert  1 869 865, 866 

Mastin,  Samuel,  (colored,)  Madison  County,  July.  1869 1164,1165,1200 

McGregor,  Wilie,  Limestone  County,  May,  1871 168,169,212,1173,1242 

McManman,  John.  Jackson  County,  July,  1870 1 171 ,  1173, 1220, 1235, 1236 

Miller,  Bill,  Madison  County,  October,  1869 866 

Miller,  Judge  William,  Greene  County,  December,  1868 5, 278 

Moore,  George,  (colored,)  Cherokee  County,  July,  1869 1160,1187-1190 

Nation,  Thomas,  Blount  County,  April,  1871 770,9^4 

Prior,  Miles,  (colored,)  Jackson  County,  1870 995-997 

Reese,  Till,  (colored,;  Marengo  County,  July,  187^ 1248 

Rey Isolds,  Dean,  (colored, )  Morgan  Coun^,  January,  1869 127, 1 15S-1 160, 1 1 86 

Roundtijee,  Robert,  (colored,)  Cherokee  County,  July,  1869 1160, 1187-1190 

Scruggs, ,  (colored.)  Madison  County,  1868 857,859,860 

Shorter,  Csesar,  (colored,)  Montgomery  County 1072,1073 

Smith,  Colomay,  Autauga  County,  July,  1870 1221 

Smith,  Seth  D.,  Marengo  County,  July,  1871 .. .  1253, 1254, 1256, 1258-1260, 1398, 1399, 

1400, 1403, 1517 

Starkey,  William,  (colored.)  Saint  Clair  County,  August,  1870 1222 

Steele,  William,  Madison  County,  spring  of  1870 930 

Strong,  Marshall,  (colored)  Madison  County,  October,  1869 927 

Strong.  Wiley,  wife  of,  (colored,)  Madison  Couuty,  December,  1870 668,669 

Treadway,  Sheriff,  Fayette  County,  October,  1870 545-547 

Westbrook,  Robin,  (colored, )  Marengo  County,  July,  1871 1244-1248 

P. 

Palmer.  Mr.,  killing  of 278 

PARSONS,  LEWIS  E.,  testimony  of. 77-101,111 

resident  of  Alabama  since  1839,  and  of  Talladega  since  1840;   appointed  pro* 
risional  governor ;  employed  by  State  authorities  to  prosecute  parties  charged 

with  the  difficulty  at  Cross  Roads  or  Patona 77 

one  of  republican  speakers  at  Eutaw  on  the  day  of  the  riot . .  81 

one  of  the  counsel  for  Governor  Smith  in  election  contest  for  governor 83 

democrat  till  1868,  and  opposed  to  reconstruction 95 

disguised  men,  operations  of  bands  of 79,80,88,98 

disguised  men,  ooject  of  organizations  of 79,92,96 

disguised  men,  estimated  number  in  Alabama  and  Georgia  of 79 

disguised  men,  no  convictions  for  outrages  by 92»93,98 

disguised  men,  testimony  of  Lewis  M.  Force  concerning 79, 92, 96, 1 00 

riot  at  Eutaw 80, 81,,  96, 100, 101 

riot  at  Eutaw,  trial  of  persons  for 83 

difficulty  at  Cross  Plains  or  Patona 77,78,79 

contest  for  office  of  governor ..^ 83, 84, 89, 90. 91 

freedom  of  political^pinions 85,87 

negro  suffrage 87,88,92,94 

witnesses  threatened : 80 

hanging  of  William  C.  Luke.. 77 

hanging  of  Tony  Cliff,  (colored) 77 

hang^g  of  Berry  EUirris,  (colored) 77 

hanging  of  Caesar  Frederich,  (colored) ^ 77 

hanging  of  WilUam  Hall,  (colored) 77 
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hangiDg  of  Essex  Hendricks,  (colored) 77 

sbooting  of  Essex  Bendricks,  (colored) 77 

shooting  of  Jacob  Moore,  (colored) ^78,79 

State  courts  powerless  to  control  Ku-KJox '98,99 

law  of  Congress  concerning  Kn-Klox 83 

colored  men  on  jtnries 93 

general  amnesty 98 

democratic  party  opposed  to  reoonstmction 101 

white  people  refasea  to  take  part  in  reconstruction 95 

character  of  Judge  Lntber  R.  Smith... Ill 

concerning  Union  Leagnes - * 88, 92 

Psctona  (Cross  Plains)  riot  at,  Parsons's  accoont  of 77-79 

Clanton's 229,254 

JoUy^s 275,287 

Pierce's , 306 

Sayre's 365 

Peuns's 386 

Speed's 428,429,445 

Forney's 462-472,481-485 

Crawford's 1173,1236-1238 

Whitfield's 1175,1176 

Patterson,  Mr., killing  of  Mr.  Bryan  by 1677 

Pay  ton,  (Lipscomb,)  shooting  ot,  (see  Lipscomb) 669 

Peace,  George,  identified  by  Weir , 654,706,707 

Pearl,  Dennis,  killing  of ....1672,1673 

Peck,  E.  Woolsey,  character,  standing,  dM^.,of 1977, 1978, 1980, 1982, 1983 

PECK,  E.  WOOLSEY,  testimony  of 1850-1868 

resident  of  Tuscaloosa ;  in  the  State  fort^-eight  yeaiB ;  came  to  Tuscaloosa 
item  Jefferson  County  in  1833 ;  chief  justice  of  the  supremo  court ;  was 
chancellor  in  1839  or  1840,  or  both ;  a  Union  man  ;  opposed  secession ;  was 

elected  to  the  convention  of  1865 ;  president  of  the  convention  of  1867 1850 

was  an  old-iiMhioned  federalist ;  voted  generally  with  the  whig  party 1859 

left  New  York  in  1824 1864 

eeventy-three  years  old 1868 

social  octracism ;  feelnag  against  the  Government 1850, 1 859, 1864,  ]  865 

'    '   views  of  those  engaging  in  the  rebellion,  as  to  confiscation,  ^c. ;  the  criminal 
laws  have  not  been  and  cannot  be  executed,  with  the  present  sentiment  of 

the  people 1851 

Ku-Klux  organization,  its  extent,  &c 1851 ,  1854, 1855, 1856, 1857 

*•     kilHng  of  Mr*  Crossland  and  shooting  of  one  of  his  companions 1851, 1852 

fifty  or  more  murders  in  Tuscaloosa  County  since  the  war;  raid  upon  Tusca- 
loosa, and  a  number  killed,  including  one  of  the  assailants,  named  Finlay ;  no 

arrests - 1852 

•    -  negro  taken  from  jail  and  shot ;  killing  of  a  necro  near  Tuscaloosa ;  negro 
hanged  ;  killing  of  Mr.  Miller ;  no  one  brought  to  justice ;  whipping  of  a 

negro  school-teacher ;  injury  to  his  school-house 1853 

killing  of  Bill  Washington  (colored)  near  Tuscaloosa,  and  of  Mr.  Samuel,  one 
of  Uie  attacking  party ;  no  arrests  and  convictions ;  Ku-Klux  organization 
paralyzes  all  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  courts  to  bring  the  perpetrators  of  crime 

to  justice 1854 

the  preamble  to  the  State  Ku-Elux  law  of  December  26,  1868,  substantially 
right ;  a  number  killed  in  Calhoun  County  by  a  raid  of  Ku-Klux  ;  effect  of 
the  passage  of  the  enforcement  act  of  Congress,  and  the  recent  prosecutions 

and  convictions  in  North  Carolina 1855 

character  and  standing  of  Judge  Blackford 1855,1856 

raid  noon  him  in  Qreensborougb,  Hale  County 1856 

intimidation  of  voters 1856, 1861,1862 

nothing  but  military  law  will  ever  suppress  these  outrages. 1857, 1866, 1867 

difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  suppression  of  the  Ku-Klux ;  democratic  sym- 

pathv  with  the  order 1857 

probable  effect  of  the  removal  of  disabilities :  politics  of  the  ^unty  officials ; 

general  treatment  of  northern  immigrants ;  nusiness  proscription 1858  • 

carpet-baggers 1860 

concenoAng  the  adoption  of  the  present  State  constitution,  the  officers  elected, 

and  congressional  reconstruction 1860-1862 

character  of  elections 1862,1863 

views  of  the  people  as  to  secession 1865 

the  cfe/Kfo  confederate  State  government 1865,186^ 
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disfranchisement,  and  punishment  for  treasMi «....• 1P66 

none  but  republicans  injured 1867 

Perry  County,  killed  in :  —  Qreathouse,  Hary^  McCann — 2 ;  shot  in :  Monie 
Hartley  and  son— 2;  whipped  in:  Alfred  Darling,  Isaacs  Hall,  Katie  La 
Grone^~3. 

Peters,  D.  F.,  nominated  by  convention  of  disguised  men 545, 545 

N  PETTUS,  EDMUND  W.,  testimony  of 374-403 

resident  of  Selma 374 

native  of  Alabama,  and  fifty  years  of  age ;  solicitor  of  seventh  circuit  for  ten  or 

twelve  years,  and  judc^e  of  same  circuit  for  four  years  before  the  war 375 

brigadier  general  in  confederate  army • 391 

execution  of  the  laws. 375 

disguised  men,  operations  of  bands  of 375,  385, 386,  387,  392,394, 396 

disguised  men,  no  punishment  for  acts  of 388 

disguised  men,  newspapers  palliate  acts  of 399 

opposition  to  reconstruction 377,  382,383,391,400 

contest  for  office  of  governor 376,379,  396,  397 

election  laws -. 379,360,384,402 

intimidation  of  voters 39J,  398,  403 

negro  suffrage 383,395,396 

promises  of  land  and  mules  to  negroes # 3% 

general  amnesty 390,396 

democratic  negroes 402,403 

oonceming  Freedmen's  Bureau « 390 

negroes  woipping  white  men 376 

difficulty  at  Cross  Plains  or  Patona 386 

concerning  Uiuon  Leagues 881,384,393,397,396 

killing  of Boyd,  solicitor  of  Qreene  County 387 

killing  of  Frank  Diggs,  (colored)..... 375,393,394 

killing  of  Alfred  Granger,  (colored) 375 

hanging  of  William  C.  Luke 3«6 

BaxTey  beaten,  throat  cut  and  stabbed  by  negroes 375 

Peyton,  Q'atton,)  Mr.,  whipping  of 928 

Pickens  County,  Ku-Klux  operations  in 1790 

whipped  in :  Charles  Carter,  Frank  Carter,  Tom  GNtrdner,  Wiley  Hargrove  and 
wife.  Rev.  William  Latham,  Henry  Low,  Samuel  Low,  Bob  StodraviUo— 9. 

PIERCE,  JOHN  G.,  testimony  of. 297-3J9 

resident  of  Eutaw,  Greene  County,  for  About  twenty  jean ;  a  lawyer  by  j^o* 

fession 

member  of  provisional  State  legislature 

execution  of  the  laws -/ 297,  315 

disguised  men,  operations  of  bands  of 300, 301,  302, 303,  304, 305,  306,  315 

disguised  men,  no  convictions  for  ofienses  by * 301 

riot  at  Eutaw 301,302,307,308,309,310,312,316,317,319 

riot  at  Eutaw,  trial  of  persons  for 317 

riot  at  Entaw,  sympathy  with  persons  engaged  in 305 

negroes,  whipping  of 310,311 

negroes,  intimidation  of,  from  voting 310,313 

negroes,  promisee  of  land  and  mules  to 314 

negroes,  sale  of  painted  stakes  to 314,  316 

negroes,  education  of 316 

negroes,  voting  democratic  ticket 304,  311 

freedom  of  pohtical  opinion «..  304 

difficulty  at  Cross  Plains,  or  Patona 306 

fooling  of  people  in  regard  to  reconstruction 311 

difficulty  between  Boyd  and  Brown .-.. 298,  312 

concermng  Union  Leagues 305,313 

killing  of  (Alexander)  Boyd,  solicitor 297,298,299,300,312,313,318 

kilhng  of  Sam  Colvin,  (colored) 301,312,313,318 

killing  of Snoddy 313,318 

Pike  Couuty,  republicans  unsafe  in  expressing  their  opinions  in 532 

Porter,  Sydenham,  address  of 1665,1666,1691 

POWELL,  CHARLLS,  (colored,)  testimony  of 1845-1850 

resident  of  Lee's  Station,  Sumter  County ' 1845 

a  preacher : 1846 

whipping  of  witness  August,  1871 ;  his  shooting  and  attempted  hanging ;  shoot- 
ing and  whipping  of  Mr.  Clark 1845-1849 

no  one  punished  for  the  outrage ;  shooting  of  Peter  Stewart,  (colored.)  1870..         1847 
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inHmidatloK  of  vofeeis ;  g«B«Tal  feeling^  9i  ilifleciiiitj'  among  eoliured  people ; 
was  compelled  to  lie  oat  at  night  for  about  two  weeks ;  Clark's  school  broken 

np 1848 

PowelU  Cftaries,  whipped  and  shot 1614,1845-1849 

Prater,  W.J.,  killing  of  Jerry  Clark  by 1002,1672,1949 

Prater,  W.  J.,  released  from  laQ 1002,1576,1577,1594, 

1621, 1622, 1629-1631, 1639, 1672, 1945, 1954, 1964 

PFcamble  to  State  Ku-Klux  act 541  896,1754,1755 

viAws  aa  to,  of— 

Coleman 664,665 

Bichardaon 8^5,836 

Green 896 

Mudd 1754,1755,1766,1759 

Peck 1855 

Price,  Daniel,  character,  &c.,  of,  by— 

Gillespie 1615,1616 

Cobbs 1623-1624,1640 

Herr 1663,1664,1689,1690,1706,1734 

Hall 1816-1818,1825 

Smith :..  1956-1958, 1963 

Prior,  Miles,  outrage  npon - 995-997 

Prior,  Miles,  raid  onhonseof 994,995 

Prisoners  rescued  from  jail  by  disguised  men 345 

Proclamation  of  Mayor  Smith  forbidding  armed  organisations 1957 

Proscription,  social  and  business,  of — 

Moss 926 

Hawkins*swife 1329 

Davis 1429,1430,1431 

Jones 1465 

Drake 1548 

Choutteau 1584 

teachers  of  colored  schools 1616 

Hale 1822,1823,1825 

JudffePeck 1850,1859,1864,1865 

professional  men 1858 

Public  opinion  at  close  of  war 226, 227, 246 

Public  press,  tone  of,  as  to  constitutional  amendments  and  negro  suffrage 844, 845 

as  to  Ku-Klux  outrages,  (democratic  papers  palliating  or  indorsing) 69, 551, 981, 

1028,1461,1841,1844 

failure  to  report  outrages 836,837,937,1294,1429 

denunciation  of 893 

all  outrages  noticed  by  democratic  papers 1421 

^PUGH,  Hon.  JAMES  L.,  testimony  of 403-413 

resident  of  Eufala 403 

member  of  United  States  Congress  before  the  war  and  member  of  confederato 

congress  for  four  years ;  a  lawyer  by  profession 404 

execution  of  the  laws 404,407 

disguised  men,  operations  of  bands  of 405,411 

disguised  men,  no  punishment  for  acts  of 411 

negro  suffrage 405,406 

negroes  voting  democratic  ticket 405 

freedom  of  political  opinions 409,413 

general  amnestv 407,412 

reeling  of  people  toward  the  (Government .<« 406 

feeling  of  people  toward  northerners 416 

law  of  Congress  in  regard  to  Ku-Kluk 410,411,4V3 

QUINNEY,  JAMES  A.  B.,  testimony  of 1354-1355 

lives  near  Spring  Hill,  Marengo  County 1354 

was  at  John  Crudip's  the  night  Robin  Westbrook  was  killed ;  staid  all  night ; 

Crudip's  sons  were  there 1354 

they  got  up  between  3  and  4  o^clock  and  started  for  Greene  County  on  a  visit.  1354, 1355 
does  not  think  they  left  the  room  during  the  night,  as  he  lay  in  the  same  room 

with  them  and  was  awake  several  times 1355 
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Bacee  friendly  relation  between  ihe  ...252,335,353,366,1111,1113,1372,1410,1411,1661, 

1662, 1766, 1956 

prejudice  affainst  the  negroes , ....550,1179,1^20 

antaffoniemof 909,981,988,1179,1350,1707.1955 

Rapland,Fenelon,  killing  of :•-  428,610 

Raid  on  house  of — 

Beaslej : 1675 

Bebecca  Campbell 947 

Orland  Charles 1478,1479,1497 

Judge  Carlton • 774 

Dr.  Choutteaa  ..  ..1574, 1575, 1594, 1595, 1598, 1602, 1604, 1622, 1623, 1631, 1632, 1668, 

1669, 1674. 1946, 1947, 1964, 1965 

court-house 1657 

Sam  Davis...! 1973 

Ignatius  A.  Few 1081 

Major  Gardiner 862 

Joseph  Gill 813 

Judge  Hale 729 

Samuel  Horton 729,730,732,773 

George  W.  Houston 1674,1702 

Isaac  Hyman 1044,1045,1087 

Lewis  Jackson 982,983,993-997 

Henry  Kidd 867,868 

Samuel  Lawler 1231, 12:J2 

Mr.  Lee 1333 

Jack  Leslie 1168,1204 

Mrs.  Lindsay 946,947 

Joseph  Manning 930 

Nathan  Meeks 1201,1202 

Mr.  Monette 1482 

James  M.  Moss 917,918,924 

L.M.Nutting 1271.1273,1481,1495,1496,1525,1529 

Miles  Prior 994,995 

Mrs.  Russell 771 

Scruggs 857,859 

A.J.Steele > 944 

WUey  Strong 668,672 

Daniel  Vix 1162,1196 

Jonn  Ward 1045,1046 

Leonard  L.  Weir 701 

Betsey  Westbrook 1243 

Jack  White 1166,1167,1203^ 

James  Wooden 771 

Railroad  bonds,  indorsement  by  State  of 193-199,218,1056-1058 

Railroads,  alleged  corruption  in  procuring  legislation  for 252, 359-361, 965, 1424 

Statesystem  of 519,520 

State  loans  to 1411,1418 

State  compelled  to  pay  interest  on  bonds  of 1417 

relative  to  Alabama  and  Chattanooga 971,972,1057 

Rapes,  cases  of 446,547-549,553,930,1753 

Ray,  Ruff,  identified  by  Blair 676 

REAVIS,  TURNER,  testimony  of 331-355 

resident  of  Sumter  County  since  July,  1838 ;  State  senator  for  four  years  dar- 
ing the  war ;  resigned  office  of  circuit  judge  before  the  war 331 

democrat  in  politics 355 

execution  of  the  laws 331,344 

disguised  men,  operations  of  bands  of 332, 333, 334, 339, 340, 346, 349, 350, 352, 353 

disguised  men,  no  punishment  for  acts  of. .333,340,345,347 

disguised  men,  persons  rescued  from  jail  by 345 

riotatEutaw 338,340,348,349,354 

feeling  between  whites  and  blacks 335,353 

freedom  of  political  opinions 338 

feeling  of  people  toward  Government , 339,. 353 

opposition  to  reconstruction 342 

law  of  Congress  concerning  Ku-Klux 339,347,349,354,355 

concerning  Judge  Luther  R.  Smith 331,332 

killing  of  (Alexander)  Boyd,  solicitor 333,345,351 
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BEAYIS,  TUBNER,  testimony  of— Continued. 

lulling  of Coblentz 344 

killing  of  Ricbsrd  Burke,  (colored) .'..* 334,335,346,349,351 

Recoostruction  policy,  oppoeiUon  to 34,95,101,202,215,241,293,377,528,561 

lepublicans  in  favor  of 106 

E.  W.  Pettus's  viewB  as  to 382,883,391,400 

P.M.Dox*s 436,436 

Judge  Peck's 1860-1862 

the  cause  of  much  turbulence 822 

distasteful  and  oppressive 1409 

REESE,  TILLER,  (colored,)  testimony  of 1248-1251 

works  at  the  steam-mill ;  son  of  Betsey  Westbrook 1248 

killing  of  bis  step-father  Robin ;  outrage  upon  witness ;  recognised  Wash  El- 

kins,  Oeorgey  Crudip,  and  Sid  Lipscomb 1248 

Sid  Lipscomb  struck  by  bis  step-father 1248,1251 

was  examined  before  the  coroner ;  left  Jeffsrson  July  19,  for  Demopolis^  from 

fear;  had  a  fight  with  Watt  Bradley 1249 

two  colored  men,  charged  with  stealing,  whipped  at  a  store  iu  Jetfl^Brson,  by  Dr. 
Smith  and  J.  Oakley 1249,1250 

Regney,  Thomas,  whipping  of 928 

RepnlAicans  not  permitted  to  speak — 

Miller,  testimony  of 1,2,8,9 

Hays 16,20,23 

Warner 28-30,42 

Norris 66,66,68 

Parsons 87 

Smith 109 

Clark 263 

Speed.: 421 

Chapman 1952 

Republicans  not  free  to  express  their  political  opinions — 

Lindsay,  testim<my  of 220 

Sayre 363,374 

Pugh 409,410,413 

Dox 430 

Day 593,594,607 

Republicans  whipped  for  their  politics 681, 951, 1012, 1136, 1137, 1757, 1993, 1995, 1997, 

2001,2006 

shot  or  killed  for  their  politics 774, 1033, 1034, 1047, 1244, 1247, 1750, 1767 

business  proscription  of 1051,1052 

persecurtonof 1081,1084,1139,1175 

only,  visited  by  disguised  men 1421,1461,1726,1772,1867,1991,2004 

Republicanism  the  cause  of  ijrhippings,  &c 1430,1431, 1462,1724 

Renshaw,  Ben,  shooting  of * 1011 

Reynolds,  Dean,  beating  of,  with  clubs  and  guns 127, 1158-1160, 1186 

RICE,  SAMUEL  F.,  testimony  of. 492-525 

Trident  of  Montgomery ;  resided  for  fourteen  years  in  Talladega ;  has  been  a 
member  of  house  and  of  senate  of  State  legislature ;  also  judge  and  chief 
justice  of  State  supreme  court ;  a  lawyer  by  profession ;  went  to  Alabama  in 

1838 492 

counsel  for  Governor  Smith  in  contest  for  office  of  governor 497 

was  brought  up  a  democrat 507 

is  now  a  republican 506 

execution  of  the  laws 493,520 

disguised  men,  operations  of  bands  of 493,518,519 

disguised  men,  counties  responsible  for  damages  by 493 

disguised  men,  no  punisbment  for  acta  of 493 

election  laws 503,521,522,523,524 

contest  for  office  of  governor 497-501,511-518 

eeneral  amnesty .- 504,505,509 

needom  of  political  opinion : 494, 495, 496 

colored  voters  intimidated 495,496 

negro  suffrage 503 

negroes  voting  democratic  ticket 496 

behavior  of  colored  people - 503 

opposition  to  reconstruction 496 

railroad  legislation 519,520 

concerning  Judge  Luthur  R.  Smith 505, 509, 510 

eoneemlng  Governor  Parsons 506,507 
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RICHARDSON.  WILLIAM,  testimony  of • .* 815-856 

native  of  the  State ;  thirty- three  years  old ;  a  lawyer ;  was  in  th^e  confederate 

army ;  was  a  Union  man  and  made  a  Union  speech 816 

subsequently  followed  the  fortunes  of  his  State ;  member  of  the  State  legisla- 
ture in  1865 816 

general  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Limestone,  Colbert,  Lawrence, 
and  Morgan  Counties  to  obey  the  laws ;  dissatisfaction  with  the  State  Ku- 

Klux  act  of  December  26,  1868 816 

enumerates  as  causes  of  dissatisfaction,  and  the  reason  why  the  laws  are  not 
promptly  executed,  the  inefficiency,  incompet^icy,  and  character  of  the  men 

holding  office,  and  that  they  had  been  imposed  by  act  of  Congress 817 

organisation  and  object  of  the  Loyal  League ;  thinks  it  the  parent  of  the  Ku- 

Klux  organization 818,839,840,855 

the  Huntsville  riot  of  October,  1868 818-^1,834,849,854 

killing  of  Judge  Silas  Thurlow ;  shooting  of  William  W.  Cox  and Boper.         820 

no  Ku-Klux  organization  in  Madison  County  now ;  no  difficulty  in  executing 

the  law 821 

much  of  the  disorder  in  the  State  caused  by  the  reconstruction  act ;  probable 

effect  of  general  amnesty , - 822 

witness's  views  as  to  President  Lincoln's  call  for  75,000  troops 823 

secession  convention  of  1861  and  its  action 824 

opposition  to  secession,  as  shown  in  the  vote  for  Douglas  and  Bell  as  against 

Breckinridge 825 

how  the  United  States  flag,  as  an  emblem  of  the  Union  and  of  the  sovereigntv 
of  the  United  States,  is  regarded  by  those  who  sympathized  with  the  rebel- 
lion since  and  during  the  war 825, 826, 850 

doctrine  held  by  the  democratic  party  of  Alabama  as  to  right  of  secession 826,827 

witness's  views  as  to  right  of  secession  and  revolution,  and  as  to  what  consti- 
tutes treason 827-831 

of  State  sovereignty  and  citizenship 831,832,850 

was  twice  invited  to  join  the  Ku-Klux 833,855 

strength  of  the  Ku-Klux  in  Madison  County  in  1868 834 

the  preamble  to  the  State  Ku*Klux  law  of  December  26, 1868,  untrue ;  the  law 

was  bitterly  assailed  by  the  democratic  party 835, 836 

reports  of  Ku-Klux  outrages  in  democratic  and  republican  newspapers 836, 837 

knows  of  no  convictions  for  Ku-Klux  oQtrages 837 

objects  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization 840 

relative  party  vote  of  Madison  County 840,841 

general  opiniQU  as  to  northern  settlers,  and  how  influenced  by  their  political 

opinions 841,842 

favors  education  of  the  colored  children 843 

views  of  the  democratic  party  of  Madison  County  as  to  the  fifteenth  amend- 
ment and  negro  suffrage ^ 843,844 

tone  of  the  democratic  press  of  the  State  relative  thereto , 844, 845 

enumerates  as  sources  of  complaint  the  election  law 845 

the  presence  of  United  States  troops 846 

the  inability  of  the  lead  in  (^  men,  the  centralizing  tendencies  of  the  Gk>vem- 

ment,  and  the  political  disabilities  imposed  by  the  fourteentii  amendment. ..  847 

his  opinion  as  to  whether  the  men  subject  to  political  disabilities  are  opposed  to 

making  application  for  relief ;  favors  general  amnesty 848 

alleged  outrages  by  General  Turchin's  troops  in  Athens,  in  1862 850, 851 

the  people  of  the  South  have  submitted  in  good  faith,  and  are  sincere  in  trying 
to  restore  good  feeling ;  tbey  have  now  no  hostility  to  the  Government,  or 

intention  to  overthrow  it ;  general  amnesty  the  wisest  policy 851 

Ku-Klux  introduced  into  the  SUte  in  1867 ;  law  of  December  26,  1868 852 

C.  C.  Sheets  ordered  by  Ku-Klux  to  cease  his  speeches 852, 854, 856 

testimony  of  William  K.  Chisholm  relative  thereto 853, 854 

the  republican  party  of  the  State  has  urged  the  removal  of  all  political  disabil- 
ities ;  general  conduct  and  behavior  of  the  negroes  since  the  surrender 856 

BIDDLE,  A.  A.  J.,  tesUmony  of 1504-1518 

resident  of  McKinley ;  a  planter  and  physician 1504 

interruption  of  political  meeting,  at  Linden,  where  William  B.  Jones  was 

speaking,  and  his  withdrawal  from  the  canvass 1504-1509, 1514, 1515, 1516 

Jones  shot  at  in  Chickasabogue  swamp  1507 

feeling  against  Dr.  Jones 1508 

general  ieeling  against  republican  office-holders 151 0 

laws  generally  enforced  in  Marengo  County ;  killing  of  Bobin  Westbrook 1511 

whipping  of  Mr.  Neibling 1511,1512 
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nusceeBnation / 1512 

Ku-KTox  orfi^anization ;  its  extent,  &c 16t3|15]4 

killing  of  Abe  Lyon 1514 

chamber  of  Bffr.  Jones's  speeches 1515 

display  of  the  United  States  flag  at  republican  meetrngs,  bat  not  al  democraUe.        1516 

whipping  of  Richard  Lewis  to  make  nim  confess  firing  npon  Dr.  ftmiUi; 1517 

Riddle,  Mrs.,  whipping  of 157,158 

Riot  in  Eutaw,  Tsee  Entaw.) 

in  Hnntsville,  (see  HuntSTille.) 

in  Meridian 1439 

Rioters,  Mai  of  Entaw,  (see  Eutaw.) 

Rivers,  Henry,  shooting  of 1165,1190,1900,1201 

Roper,  George,  shooting  of 688-688,694,820,874,900  * 

ROPER,  GEORGE,  (colored,)  testimony  of 686-694 

lived  in  Hnntsville  in  November,  1868 686 

was  in  the  Union  Army 689 

describes  when  and  under  what  circumstances  he  was  shot 686-688,694 

recognized  Captain  Cox  as  one  of  his  assailants ;  none  of  them  were  dJsgaieed.  688 

many  colored  people  Ku-Kluxed  in  the  fall  of  1868 ;  a  great  many  anaos  taken 

from  them;  witnesses  gun  taken 689 

colored  man  killed ;  wounding  of  Captain  Cox ;  killing  of  Judge  Thurlow. ..  690 

the  ease  investigated  by  the  military  and  the  grand  jury 692,693 

Roundtree,  Robert,  struck  with  pistol .1160^1187-1190 

Russell,  Mr.,  killing  of  Levi  Murphy  by 748,765,766,773 

Russell,  Mrs.,  raid  on  house  of .771 

S. 

Samuels,  Mr.,  alleged  Kn-Klux,  killing  of..: 1749,1854,1975 

SANDERS,  EDWARD  CLEMENT,  testimony  of 1797-1812 

resident  of  Gainesville,  Sumter  County ;  a  carpenter ;  was  a  whig 1797 

was  in  the  confederate  army 1800 

killing  of  Richard  Burke 1798,1807,1808,1812 

Jasper  taken  from  jail  and  killed 1798.1799,1808,1809 

Zeke  High  taken  from  jail  and  killed 1799,1808 

Ku-Klux  organizaHon ;  extent,  Ac 1800, 1801, 180»-1 807, 1809, 1810 

a  great  many  persons  killed  and  whipped  in  different  parts  of  the  county ;  as 

many  as  twenty  or  thirty  cases 1800 

thinks  it  would  be  a  good  deal  better  for  the  negroes  if  they  were  back  in 

slaveiy;  does  not  believe  in  negro  suffrage 1801 

believes  in  negro  education 1801,1802 

witness's  views  as  to  the  necessary  qualifications  for  voters ;  the  last  election 

democratic ;  the  negroes,  to  all  appearance,  voting  without  any  ^>prehen- 

ston 1802 

the  colored  men  afraid  of  the  Ku-Klux 1807 

palliation  of  Ku-Klux 1867,1810 

shooting  of  Hayne  Richardson,  (colored ;)  negro  whipped  in  Greene  County..        1808 

promises  of  lands  and  mules  to  negroes 1810, 1811 

Union  League  organization;  its  extent,  &c * 1811 

Saaford  County,  whipping  in 1764 

SapprMr.,  killing  of 942,1169,1196,1197 

SAYRE,  P.  T.,  testimony  of 355-374 

resident  of  Montgomery ;  a  lawyer  by  profession 355 

execution  of  the  laws * ." 356 

election  laws 368,967,368,369 

disguised  men,  operations  of  bands  of^ 356,361,964,365,373 

disguised  men,  prosecutions  for  acts  of 367 

railroad  legislation,  &c 369,360-^1,864,373 

feeling  between  whites  and  blacks * 356, 371   , 

opposition  to  State  constitution 368,364 

democratic  negroes 356,362    * 

contest  for  office  of  governor 361,362 

concerning  Ereedmen's  Bureau 357,371 

taxes 360,372 

freedom  of  political  opinions 363, 374 

promise  of  lands  and  mules  to  negroes 368, 374 

ai£Sculty  at  Patona,  or  Cross  Plains 365 

concerning  Union  L^gues 357,362,371 

killing  of  Mr.  Boyd,  solicitor 365 
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Scalawags 233, 746,  MB,  t2»4, 1428, 1609, 1982 

Scales,  &in|  killiBg  of >. JT. 666,719 

Scarborough,  Mr.,  killiog^of •* 1677 

School-houses  bHmed 62, 140, 236, 754, 992, 1025, 1026, 1043, 1046, 1288, 1363, 1548, 

1614, 1665, 1731, 1730, 1920 

School  system  and  tax 970,971 

School  fund,  how  administered 227,232,240,248,1055,1056 

Schools  broken  up 754,1067,1088,1138,1268,1269,1339,1330,1848 

Schools,  outrage  upon  teachers  of 52,54,67,140,755,1047,1138-1140,1853 

Scruggs, ,  robbing  of. 857,859,860 

Scruggs,  raid  on  house  of 867,859 

Secession,  riffht  of,  Ac 824-832,860,904,905,1865 

Selma  and  Meridian  Railroad  Company  forbidden  to  employ  negro  firemen 1293 

Shapard,  William,  character  as  to  veracity  of 782, 7^),  791, 872, 885, 984, 988, 989 

SHAPARD,  WILLIAM,  testimony  of 744-769 

sixty-seven  years  old ;  lives  in  Blount  County ;  native  of  Virginia ;  a  farmer ; 

a  Union  man 744 

is  persecuted  on  account  of  his  political  sentiments 744,745 

scalawags  and  carpet-baggers  notified  to  leave  the  country 746 

objects  of  the  Ku-Kluz  organizction ^  747 

killing  of  Levi  Murphy,  sheriff,  by  Russell,  an  alleged  Ku-Klux 748, 765, 766 

all  the  men  killed  were  republicans ;  cites  cases  of  Levi  Murphy,  Russell  Camp- 
bell, Lemuel  Falkner,  Lewis  Ketchum,  and  — —  Higgios ;  John  F.  B^ 

Dowell  whipped  for  voting  the  republican  ticket,  and  driven  from  home 749 

KuKlux  an  organized  band;  their  number  and  disguises 750,753 

character  of  grand  jurors * 751 

intimidation  of  voters 752,768,769 

schools  broken  up  and  school-houses  burned 754 

churches  burned ;  threats  against  school-teachers;  heard  Lewis  Copeland  make 

threats 755 

existence  of  Ku-Klux  denied 755,756 

woman  whipped  and  driven  off;  Edward  Alldredge  and  Joseph  Dinmons  shot  at.  756 

whipping  of  James  Horton 756,757,767 

character  of  Mr.  Lakin 757,758 

firing  at  camp-meeting  the  evening  Mr.  Lakin  preached 758, 759, 760 

exhibition  on  camp-ground  of  Mrs.  Horton's  monstrous  birth 759, 760 

frequent  indictment  of  witness  in  the  last  twenty  years 760, 761 

obtained  money  from  General  Burke  during  his  canvass  for  Congress 761-768 

.        his  testimony  in  the  election  case  of  Hines  and  Sherrod  before  Judge  Busteed*s 

court 763 

standing  of  Mr.  Moore,  alleged  cyclops 767 

witness  acquitted  on  all  indictments  without  summoning  a  witness ;  has  many 
enemies  on  account  oi  hie  political  principles ;  intense  hatred  in  the  commu- 
nis against  the  Government ;  views  of  the  democrats  of  Blount  County  as 

to  the  fifteenth  amendment  and  negro  suffrage 768 

and  as  to  the  **new  departure*' 769 

Sheely,  Alex.,  whippingof 1011 

Sheets,  C.  C,  notined  to  quit  making  speeches 852,854,856 

Shiloh,  disturbance  of  meeting  at 1431, 1453, 1539, 1540, 1543, 1544 

Shootings : 

Alston,  James  H.,  (colored,)  Macon  County,  June,  1870 229, 1017, 1018, 1023, 

1029, 1031,  lOaO,  1037, 1059^1061, 1068, 1069, 1091, 
1092, 1094, 1096, 1097, 1104, 1105, 1108-1110, 1113 

Charles,  Orlando,  wife  of,  (colored,)  Hale  County,  1870 1478, 1479, 1497 

Cox,  William  W.,  Madison  County,  1868 432, 690, 785, 766, 820, 874, 900 

Dew,  Henry,  (colored,)  Greene  County,  spring  of  1871 1789, 1790, 1796 

Dougherty,  William,  Macon  County,  June,  1870 1023, 1024, 1032, 1062, 1064, 1065 

Etheridge,J.8.,SumtorCounty 1676 

Fletcher. ,  (colored,)  Hale  County,  August,  1871 1284,1482 

Gardner,  Judge,  Butler  County,  1868 527 

Goshe,  Adam,  (colored, )  Macon  County,  October,  1870 1092-1094 

Hartley,  Mouie,  and  son,  (colored, )  Perry  County,  April,  1871 416, 422 

Hill,  Judge  F.  M..  Choctaw  County,  February,  1871  ....50, 103, 1627, 1891, 1916-1918 

Houston,  George  W.,  (colored,)  Sumter  County,  August.  1869 999, 1000, 1574. 

1675, 1595, 1607, 1622, 1623, 1631, 1632, 1673. 1674, 1737, 1949, 1954, 1964 

Houston,  George  W.,  son  of,  (colored,)  Sumter  County,  August,  1869 999, 1000 

Isham,  (EzeU?)  (colored,)  Choctaw  County,  1871 1334,1335 

Isham,  Ezell,  wife  of,  (colored,)  Choctaw  County,  1871 1335 

Jolly,  Alfred,  (colored,)  Sumter  County 1001 
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Ketchom,  Lewis,  Blount  Countj,  Dooember,  1870 742,775,791 

Knight,  Jesse,  Morfftn  County,  1869 127 

LarkiD^  Ned,  son  of,  (colored, )  Jtckson  County,  December,  1870 932 

Lawler,  Sam,  Jackson  County,  February,  1870 932,1231,1232 

Lipscomb,  Peyton,  (colored,)  Madison  County,  August,  1871 669, 945, 950, 95d 

Mitdiell,  Columbus,  (colored,)  Macon  County,  October,  1870 1092-1094 

Moore,  Jacob,  (colored,)  Calhoun  County,  July,  1870 78,79 

Powell, Charles,  (colored,)  Sumter  County,  August,  1871 1614,1845-1849 

Bandolph,Mr 1978,1979 

Bad,  Robert,  (colored,)  Sumter  Coun^ 1459 

Beashaw,  Ben,  (colored,)  Coosa  County,  January,  1871 1011 

Bichardson,  Hayne,  Sumter  County,  August,  1870 1776, 1781 ,  1808 

Rivera,  Henry,  (colored,)  Marshall  County,  August,  1869 1165,1190,1200,1201 

Roper,  Goorge,  (colored,)  Madison  County,  November,  1868 666-688,694,820. 

874,900 

Sledge,  Enoch,  (colored,)  Sumter  County,  1869 998,990 

Springfield,  EL  J.,  Saint  Clair  Count,  July,  1870 1171,1217-1220,1222,1223 

Stewart,  Peter,  (colored, )  Sumter  County,  1870 1847 

Strong,  Wiley,  (colored, )  Madison  County,  December,  1870 668, 672, 930 

Trainblies,  America,  son  of,  (colored,)  Chambers  County,  1870 1047 

Trawick,  Mr,  Fayette  County 1986 

Turner,  Prior,  (colored, )  Madison  County,  March,  1869 133, 150, 883. 897 

Wrirfit,  Felix,  (colored, )  Macon  County,  October,  1870 1092-1094 

SHORTER,  C^SAR,  (colored,)  testimony  of 1072-1078 

lives  in  Montgomery  ;  votes  the  democratic  ticket  ...... ...« 1072 

was  a  servant  of  Qovemor  Shorter ;  was  a  republican ;  turned  democrat,  be- 
cause he  was  disappointed  in  the  operations  of  the  Union  League 1073, 1074 

servant  now  of  Governor  Lindsay 1077 

has  been  frequently  threatened  with  violence  because  he  was  a  democrat ; 

thinks  other  democratic  negroes  have  been  intimidated 1072 

distnrbuace  at  a  democratic  meeting,  and  witness  struck 1072,1073 

iMme  of  the  colored  race  fit  for  office 1074 

is  not  in  fiftvor  of  the  fifteenth  amendment 1075 

f     is  afraid  of  his  colored  brethren 1076 

has  had  no  trouble  in  voting ;  has  seen  in  democratic  papers  where  colored  men 

have  been  whipped  by  their  own  people 1078 

SmmoDs,  Mr.,  whipping  of 717 

Simpson,  Mr.,  killing  of 1971.1972,1964,1986,1991 

Siascomb,  George,  identified  by  Reynolds 11(^ 

Sledge,  Dennis,  killing  of 1736 

Sledge,  Mack,  shooting  of 998,999,1736,1949 

Sledge,  Frank,  killing  of 998,999 

Smith, ,  kiUingof 611,786,893 

Saith,  Arthur  A.,  received  Ku-Klux letters 1295,1328 

SMITH.  ARTHUR  A.,  testimony  of 44-64 

resident  of  Choctaw  County,  and  engaged  in  planting;  formerly  resident  of  Greene 

County  and  clerk  of  countv  court 44 

resigned  office  of  drcnit  clerk  of  Greene  County 52,53 

lived  in  Alabama  since  May,  1869 53 

appohited  circuit  clerk  in  October,  1869 53,60 

superintendent  of  education  for  Greene  County 52,60 

di^^ised  men,  operationaof  bands  of 48,57 

disguised  men,  trial  of  persona  for  acts  of j 56 

disguised  men,  witnesses  afraid  to  testify  against 58,61 

dbguised  men,  courts  unable  to  punish  acts  of 58 

riotatEutaw,  Greene  County 44,45,62 

riot  stEutaw,  trial  of  persons  for 51,54 

colored  jurors 53 

bomingB  in  Choctaw  County 51,58 

anonymous  threatening  letters..^ 50,52,63 

•   sdiool-houses  burned 52 

teachers  of  colored  schools  driven  away .' 52,54 

negroes  voting  democratic  ticket • 59 

negvoea  afraid  to  vote 59 

wmtes  thoroughly  and  aemes  partially  armed 64 

oonoemiDg  Judge  Luther  K. Smith 51,53 

difficulty  between  Boyd  and  Brown 49 

firing  at  Judge  F.  M.  Hill 50 
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SMITH,  ARTHUR  A.,  testimony  of— Continned. 

kaiing  of  Mr.  Boyd,  solicitor 48,57,68,59,63 

killiogof Snoddy 49 

attack  on  Mr.  Barton 46,55 

Smith,  Colomay,  knocked  down  and  shot  at 1221 

SMITH,  EDWARD  W.,  testimonyof 1955-1969 

resident  of  Livingston,  Sumter  Coonty ;  a  lawyer;  native  of  North  Carolina; 

was  mayor  of  Livingston ;  is* a  member  ctf  the  legislatore 1955 

a  democrat;  was  in  the  confederate  army 1962 

relations  between  the  races  immediately  after  the  war ;  these  conditions  changed 
in  about  a  year,  owing  to  the  evil  inflnenoe  of  a  few  white  men ;  disorderly 

conduct  of  the  negroes 1955,1960 

armed  bands  of  negroes  and  their  bdiavior 1955,1960,1962,1963 

issued  a  pToclanation  forbidding  armed  organizations 1955,1956 

diaraoter  and  actions  of  Price,  Kolfe,  Hi^ee,  and  others 1956, 1957, 1958, 1963 

copy  of  proclamation  issued  ;  character  of  the  election  of  1868 1957 

arrest  ot  Mr.  Barker,  Mr.  Ennis,  and  five  or  tiz  others  by  the  miUtwy  under 

Lieutenant  Ryan 1958,1959 

character  of  (he  canvass  of  1870  in  Sumter  County 1959,1960 

no  attempts  at  intimidation  of  voters I960 

Loyal  League,  its  extent,  &c 1960,1962,1963 

whipping  of  Amanda  Childers  by  Mr.  Jones 1960,1961 

Ku-Klux  Klan,  its  extent,  6lc 1963, 1964, 1965, 1966, 1967, 1968, 1969 

riots  at  Eutaw  and  Meridian ;  Zeke  High  and  Jasper  taken  from  jail  and 
killed;  Prater  released  from  jail ;  killing  of  Richard  Burke,  and  shooting  of 

George  Houston -. 1964 

Chouttean*8  house  shot  into  and  Coblentz  killed 1964,1965 

does  not  remember  an  instance  of  any  of  the  men  concerned  in  these  outrages 

being  pimished 1965 

efforts  made  to  discover  tbe  perpetrators  of  the  outrages  on  Jasper,  Coblentz, 

Zeke  High,  Burke,  Cho^itteau,  and  Houston 1965,1966 

Dr.  Browning  killed  in  the  raid  on  Choutteau's  bouse 1966 

Smith,  J.  a,  identified  by  Doughertv 1024,1032,1033 

Smith,  Judge  J.  Q. ,  warned  not  to  hold  court 187 1 , 1 872, 1889 

Smith,  Judge  J.  Q.,  adjournment  of  court  of 1918 

Smith,  Judge  L.R.  burning  of  mm,  &c,  of 1269, 1293,1419, 1611, 1643,1872,1873 

Smith,  Judge  L.  R.,character  of 176, 177, 263, 1610-1612, 1644, 1645, 1878, 1879 

Smith,  Judge  L.  R.,notified  to  resign 16,295,1644 

SMITH,  LUTHER  R.,  testimony  of 101-111 

resident  of  Choctaw  County ;  went  to  Alabama  in  1865 ;  register  of  Choctaw 

and  Chickasaw  Counties  ;  judge  of  seventh  judicial  circuit 101 

mill  and  gin-bouse  burned 105 

called  upon  to  resign  office  of  circuit  judge 103,106,108,109 

anonymous  threatening  letters 103,104,108 

disguised  men,  operations  of  bands  of. 101,103,105 

disguised  men,  no  punishment  for  acts  of 107 

disguised  men,  witnesses  afraid  to  testify  against 107 

officers  reouested  to  resign 103,106,108,109 

witnesses  killed  or  driven  off 103 

opposition  to  reconstruction •  106 

freedom  of  political  opinion 109 

law  of  Congress  concerning  Ku-Elux. 108 

trial  of  Eutaw  rioters ^-  106 

kilUng  of  Mr.  Boyd,  solicitor 101 

killing  of  Nathanial  Edwards,  (colored) 102 

shooting  of  Judge  Hill 103 

whipping  of  Mr.  Latham 104 

Smith,  Mr.,  fr%y  with  Mr.  Randolph 1778,1779 

SMITH,  8.  D.,  testimony  of 1251-1262 

resident  of  Jefferson ;  a  practicing  physician 1251 

native  of  North  Carolina 1262 

negroes  charged  with  stealing  from  a  store  in  Jefferson  struck  by  witness  and 

J.  W.Oakley : 1251,1252 

Robin  Westbrook  killed ;  coroner's  inquest  held  ;  no  one  implicated ;  knows 
the  parties  identifiod  by  Betsey  Westbrook  and  Tiller  Rc«se  in  their  testis 
mony  before  the  committee ;    was  net  called  in  to  see  Lipscomb ;  never 

heard  of  his  beimr  injured 1252 

character  of  Robin  Westbrook 1253,1259,1260,1262 
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shoodBte  At  witness  by  negroes  calling  themselves  Kn-Klux. . . .  1353, 1154, 1256, 1258, 

1259» 1260 
much  tronble  in  the  community  from  thefls  of  stock ;  crimes  of  the  freedmen,        1255 

character  and  standing  of  Elkms 1255,1258 

nine  arrested  for  the  outrage  upon  witness  ;  two  were  released,  one  esoaped, 
and  six  are  in  jail  awaiting  trial ;  was  not  at  the  coroner's  inquest  over  the 
body  of  Westbrook ;  thinks  there  would  have  been  no  danger  in  the  moth«r 

and  son  implicating  the  men  who  killed  Westbrook 1256 

there  were  two  opinions  as  to  the  parties  who  committed  the  murder 1256, 1258 

character  of  Lipscomb 1257,1258 

and  of  Mr.  Cradip ^ 1258 

general  behavior  of  the  negroes 1260,1261 

no  intimidation  of  democratic  voters  in  his  precinct ;  no  feeling  against  West- 
brook because  he  was  a  radical 1261 

Smath,  S.  D.,  shot  at  by  negroes 1253, 1254, 1256, 3258-1260, 1898-1400, 1403, 1517 

Smith,  8.  D., negroes  whipwed  by 1249-1252 

Snoddy,  Samuel,  killing  of 2,8,6,49,258,265,277,313,318 

Snodgrass,  Ben,  killingof. 428 

Somner,  John,  identified  by  Vix 1196 

SPEED,  JOSEPH  H.,  testimony  of 413-427 

resident  of  Eutaw ;  bom  and  educated  in  Virginia 413 

tencher  before  the  war ;  oQxser  in  confederate  army ;  whig  up  to  the  war ; 

republican  since  the  war 414 

disguised  men,  operations  of  bands  of 414, 415, 418, 419, 420, 421 

disguised  inen,  no  punishment  for  acts  of 419,420 

'    execution  of  the  laws «. 414 

anonymous  threatening  letters 418,423 

riot  at  Eutaw 423 

concerning  State  University 418,435,427 

education  of  negroes 426,427 

colored  voters  intimidated ..* 419 

freedom  of  political  opinions * * 421 

general  amnesty i 425 

concerning  Bev.  A.  8.  Lakin..^ 427 

whipping,  shooting,  and  hanging  of  George  A.  Clark 4t7 

kUt&igof  Mr.  Boyd,  solicitor 420 

killingof Stillings 415 

killingof Greathouse,  (colored) 417 

shooting  of  Monie  Hartley  and  son,  (colored) 416,422 

whipping  of  Isa^c  Hall,  (colored).... 415,416 

whipping  of  Alfred  Darling,  (colored) 416 

whipping  of  Katie  La  Grone,  (colored) 417,422 

Springfield^  H.  J.,  wounding  of 1171,1217-1220,1222,1223 

Stakes,  sale  of : 1134 

Starkfey,  William,  hanging  of 1222 

State  administration,  character  of 244,965,1178,1180,1715,1717 

State  debt,  bonds,  &c 977-979,1055-1057,1411,1417,1418,1424 

State  government,  reorganization  of. 906,907,909,910 

S^t  Clair  County,  outrages,  in :  William  Starkey ;  killed  in :  Frank  Harrison ; 
shot  in :  H.  J.  Springfield. 

STEELE,  ANTHONY,  (colored,)  testimony  of 948-951 

lives  in  Madison  County 948 

was  visited  by  disguised  men ;  character  of  the  disguises  worn 949 

Wash  Strong,  Henry  Johnson,  and  Peyton  Lipscomb  whipped ;  the  latter 

shot 960 

STEELE,  ARCHIBALD  JACKSON,  testimony  of 944-948 

a  preacher ;  lives  in  Madison  county  ;  seventy-two  years  old ;  manages  a  plant* 

atiOD 944 

was  a  Union  man..... 947,948 

k  a  democrat 948 

was  visited  by  bands  of  disguised  men  five  or  six  times  since  ihe  war ;  on  their 

first  visits  they  did  not  interfere  with  anything  or  anybody 944 

oMdet  of  the  visit,  on  August  23,  1871,  tc^abusetbe  colored  peoc^e  living  with 
Dim  ;  the  negroes  were  taken  to  the  woods  and  beaten  unmerctfnlly,  shot  at, 
and  one  wounded ;  their  names  were  Henry  Johnson,  Peyton  Lipseomb, 

and  Wathington  Strong 945 

Peyton  l>i{»scomb  was  the  one  shot 946 

raid  on  Mrs.  Lindsay's  house 946,947 
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STEELE,  ABCHIBALB  JACKSON,  testimony  of— Contiiiiied. 

frequent  raids  on  Bebecca  Campbeirs  house ;  she  is  stmck  on  the  head  with  a 
donble-barreled  shot-gun  by  i  arbrough ;  no  one  arrested,  except  Yarbrough, 

for  any  of  these  outrages. ...« 947 

Steele,  William,  hanging  of 930 

STEWART,  NATHAN  L. ,  testimony  of 1405-1408 

lives  on  the  road  to  Jefferson,  six  miles  firom  Demopolis,  Marengo  County....        1405 

was  an  overseer;  a  native  of  the  State 1407 

thinks  Westbrook  was  killed  in  Auffust ;  knows  Sib  Lipscomb ;  he  was  at  home 

when  the  murder  was  committed 140& 

he  was  sick  and  witness  waited  on  him ;  he  did  not  leave  the  house  that  night. .        1406 

Stewart,  Peter,  shooting  of ISC 

8TICKNEY,  CHARLES  L.,  testimony  of 1518-1537 

resident  of  Hale  county ;  a  planter;  native  of  the  State ^        1518 

has  an  interest  in  the  manuiacture  of  shoes,  harness,  Si^ 1519 

the  laws  executed;   good  order  prevails 1518 

character, standing,  &c,,  of  Dr.Blackford 1518, 1519, 1520, 16S3, 1524 

Mr.  Chapman  visited  and  insulted 1519,1530^1531 

good  effect  of  Ku-Klux  operations 1519,1520,1.530,1531,1532 

gin-house  burned  bv  a  negro  and  he  shot  by  disguised  men 1519, 1520, 1533 

burning  of  Green's  house,  of  Andy  Johnson's  livery  stable,  and  Robert  John- 
son's workshop 1520 

Aleck  Webb  killed  by  John  Orick ;  the  riot  in  consequence 1521, 1522 

arrest  of  Gewer 1522 

micegenation x 1524,1522 

Mrs.  Nutting's  house  fired  into ;  her  character  and  standing 1525, 1529 

raid  on  Dr.  Blackford 1525,1526,1529 

the  difficulty  in  following  and  ascertaining  who  were  the  perpetrators  of  theee 

offenses 1526,1527,1528 

McGrary  released  from  jail - 1528,1529 

never  heard  of  the  Ku-klux  being  guilty  of  any  brutal  outrage ;  heard  of  a 
negro  being  visited  and  moderately  whipped ;  that  not  an  act  of  brutality..        1530 

Ku-Klux  organization,  extent,  &c l&ilp,  1531, 15S2 

palliation  of  Kn-Kiux  outrages .' 153], 1532 

editorials  from  the  Alabama  Beacon  read,  and  comments  of  witness 1534-1536 

StilUngs, ,  killingof 416 

Stock,  stealing  of 1313,1686,  1717,1767,1839,1842,1844,1941 

Stocksville,  Bob,  whipping  of 1995,1998,2001,2006 

Strange,  Mr.,  killing  by  Mr.  Burrus  of 658 

Stratton,  Mr.,  killingof 1677 

Strong,  Marshall,  taking  of  gun  of. 927 

STRONG,  WASHINGTON,  (colored,)  testimony  of 966-957 

works  on  Mr.  Sleele*s  place 966 

M'hipped  by  disguised  men ;  character  of  the  disguises  worn 956, 967 

negroes  afraid  to  vote s 997 

Strong,  Washington,  whipping  of 669, 946, 950, 952, 9S6, 957 

STRONG,  WILEY,  (colored.)  testimony  of 668-674 

lives  a  mile  above  New  Market,  on  Joseph  H.  Miller^s  quarter 668 

his  house  attacked  by  disguised  men  and  witness  shot,  in  December,  1870 668,672 

character  of  the  disguises;  his  wife  beaten 668,669 

Peyton  (colored)  shot ;  whipping  of  Hal  Johnson  and  Washington  Strong 669 

killing  of  Henry  Clunn 669,671 

witness's  fight  with  Mr.  Caldwell 670,671 

Strong,  Wiley,  wife  of,  struck  on  head  with  pistol 668,669 

Sturdeway,  Green,  whipping  of 1012 

Suffrage,  negro,  opposition  to 31,34,191,226,255,256,554 

L.  E.  Farsons*s  opinion  of 87,  88,92,94 

Mr.  Day's  opinion  of 605 

acquiescence  in 202,  395,  396 

»    division  of  sentiment  as  to 383 

mistake  not  to  accept 405,406 

SulUvan,  Moses  B.,  whipping  of 123,127,146,1165 

Sullivan,  Moses  B.,  affidavit  of 146-148 

Sumter  County,  number  of  homicides  in 1001,1703,1800 

election  statistics  of 1461 ,  1586, 1587, 1591-1593, 1619, 1678,  1679, 1828 

population  of 1001 

tdlled  in :  Jasper  Alexander,  Enoch  Boyd,  Dr.  Browning,  Mr.  Bryan,  Richard 
Burke,  Amanda  Childers,  Jerry  ClarK,  Coblentz,  Collins,  Flem  Cross's  wiie, 
Grattan,  Dudley  Hart,  Hopper,  mail-agent,  Dennis  Pearl,  Anthony  Rogers, 
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Mr.  Rogers,  Scarborongb,  Dennis  Sledge,  Frank  Sledge,  Stratton,  Silas, 
Thurlow,  Trayis,  Esekiel  Williams,  Yankee  Ben,  Anderson  Toun^^s  son — ^26 ; 
shot  in :  J.  S.  £tberidge,  G.  W.  Houston  and  son,  Alfred  Jolly,  Charles 
Pow^l,  Robert  Reid,  Hayno  Richardson,  Enoch  Sledge,  Peter  Stewart— 9 ; 
outraged  in:  Jol)n  Childers,  George  A.  Clark,  Danger  Godfrey,  S.  A.  Hale — 4 ; 
whipped  in:  Charles  Brown,  Danger  Brown,  Amanda  Childers,  G.  A.  Clark, 
Prince  Evans,  Mr.  Lovct,  Charles  T.  Powell — 7. 

Tallapoosa  County,  disturbances  in 1121 

whipped  in :  Alexander  Shelly. 

Taylor,  DantoK  burning  of  house  of 1137 

TATLOR,  DANIEL,  testimony  of. - 1125-1135 

reaideioce  has  been  in  Tallapoosa  Connty ;  now  in  Opelika,  Lee  County  ;  native 

of  Georgia »  a  planter  ;  a  democrat  all  his  life 1125 

there  was  a  Ku-Klux  organisation  about  a  year  ago :  John  T.  Wright  leader  of 
the  **  Black  Cavalry,"  and  afterward  drummed  for  recruits  to  the  Ku-Klux  ; 

Mr.  Meadows  threatened 1126 

colored  girl  whipped  and  driven  away 1126,1127 

Squire  Brewer  threatened  ;  Simeon  Orr  confessed  being  captain  of  a  Ku-Klox 

oand;  a  number  of  negroes  driven  to  the  woods 1126 

heard  of  other  Ku-Klux  operations  in  Coosa  County  from  R.  D.  Harroll . . . .  1 126, 1130 
character  d:c.,  of  the  membership,  and  purpose  of  the Ku-Klnx..  1126, 1127, 12S^,  1129, 

1130,1131 

effect  of  Ku-Klox  outrages  upon  the  labor  of  the  country ill28 

general  vond act  of  the  colored  people ^15^9 

general  complaint  in  otuer  sections  about  negroes  stealing  stock 1130, 1132 

what  the  negroes  have  been  tanght  by  Mr.  Morris  and  others 1130, 1 131, 1 133 

effect  upon  rae  planters  of  stock-stealing ;  Freedmen's  Bureau 1132 

universal  belief  among  the  negroes  that  forty  acres  of  land  and  a  mule  were  to 

be  given  to  each  of  them 1133 

telling  of  Btkiks -. 1134 

reasons  for  the  whites  not  voting  for  the  constitution  of  1868 1134, 1 135 

TAYLOR,  (ftORGE,  (colored,)  testimony  of .• 572-576 

lives  about  three  miles  from  Huntsville ;  is  married ;  28  years  old ;  was  a  slave ; 

lived  in  Cherokee  Connty 572 

voted  the  democratic  ticket  to  save  his  life 573 

is  a  Methodist  preacher 573,574 

whipping  of  witness  hi  Cherokee,  Colbert  County 572 

manner  and  severity  of  whipping 572,574 

10  compelled  to  leave  home 572,573,574 

character  of  disguises  worn 574 

affidavit  of  witness 576 

T^lor,  George,  whipping  of 128,148,572 

Taxation,  not  heavily  felt 11 

comparison  with  previous ! 360,372,461,963,974,1056 

county 969,970,976-979,1304,1307-1318,1316 

T^  sales 1409,1415-1417 

Teny,  David,  identified  by  Reynolds 1186 

Testimony,  difficulty  in  procuring,  in  Ku-Klux  cases 13, 16, 17^  21 ,  23 

Testimony  of: 

Abercrombie,  Robert  H 1103-1113 

Abrahams,  William  Thomas 1378-1387 

Adler,  Emanuel 1557 

Alston,  James  H 1016-1022 

AUdredge,  Enoch 984-993 

Battie,  Cullen  A 1059-1072 

Beggs,  William 1953-1955 

Bennett,  Granville 1734-1746 

Beny,  Isaac  Marion 769-780 

Blackford,  William  T 1271-1302 

Bhur,  Augustus - 674-679 

Brown,  Jesse 860-861 

Branson,  Simeon 1999-2005 

Busteed,  Richard 320-330 

Butler,  John  M I09I-J099 

ChiH[}man,  Reuben,  Jr 1940-1953 

Cherry,  C.  8 70-77 

Childers,  John 17J9-I728 

Christian,  Robert 1558-15(54 

V— A 
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Testimony  of— 

Clanton,  James  H 226-957 

Clark,  JameaB S57-264 

Cobbi.  Thomas 162(K1648 

CocireU,  William  E 42-44 

ColemaD,  Daniel 646-668 

Coleman,  John  Tayloe 1048-1054 

Crawford.  General  Samuel  W 1156-1183 

Daniel,  Sir 993-997 

Davi8»  Hugh  N 18^-1899 

Davis,  Nicholas i...  780-791 

Davis,  Stephen  B 1428-1433 

Day,  LdonelW 590-635 

Dougherty,  WiUiam 1022-1042 

Dox,  Hon.  Peter  M 428-462 

Drake,  Charles  L r 1545-1560 

EchoUs,  HoweU 957-960 

Edwards.  Drury  Reuben 1923-1933 

EnglUh,  WiiUam  H - 1433-1441 

Falkner,  Jeflferson 1114-1125 

Fenderson,  Shepherd 1395-1405 

Few,  Ignatius  A , 1080-1085 

Ford,  WiUiam 679-686 

Forney,  WiUiam  H 462-492 

Fullerlove,  Robert 1649-1660 

Gardiner,  Major 862-864 

GarreU,Jame8  J 1475-1491 

Giles,  Henry ^ 1009-1016 

Gill,  Joseph 812-815 

Ginespie,  John  C ..1602-1620 

Glover,  Benjamin  M 1868-1897 

Glover,  Pearson  J 1338-1351 

Goodloe.John  Calvin .#..  636-641 

Gould,  J.  McKee T;.1837-1845 

Green,  Thomas  U 870-871 

Hale, Samuel  A ....1812-1835 

Hamlin.  Henry 857-859 

Hargrove,  Wiley 1993-1996 

Harris,  John  G , 1587-1602 

Hatter,  James  D 1933-1940 

Hawkins,  Thompson  C , 1324-1333 

Hay,  Hon.  Charles 12-25,1835-1837 

Healy,  Robert  W 1155-1156 

Henderson,  William ., 576-590 

Herr,  Benjamin  F -• 1661-1719 

HUl,  Francis  Marion 1916-1922 

Holley,John  J 1135-1144 

Horton,  Benjamin 738-744 

Horton,  Samuel 728-738 

Houston,  George  W 997-1004 

Jackson,  Lewis 982-983 

Jackson,  Sam  B 1441-1447 

Jeffries,  Algernon  Sidney 1491-1504 

Jolly,  J.  J 264-297 

Johnson,  Henry 953-956 

Johnson,  Henry  T 1351,1354 

Jones,  George , 1388-1395 

Jones,  WiUiam  B 1450-1475 

Judkins,  Oscar 1042-1048 

Kelly,  WiUiam  L 1551-1557 

Kidd,  Henry 867-869 

Killens,Jane 1733-1734 

Kinnard,  Michael  C l730-ir33 

Lakin,  Rev.  A.  8 111-169 

Lindsay,  Governor  Robert  B 159-225 

Lee,WUliam 1333-1337 

Leonard,  Benjamin , , 1785-17117 

Lentz,  WUliam  H 722-728 

Lile,John  A 939-844 
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Tee^mony  of— 

Lipscomb,  Peyton , 951-953 

LoDfr,BiirtOD 1149-1154 

Loper,  Charles 1113^1114 

JLow,  Henry * 1996^1999 

Low,  Samuel 2005-2007 

Lowe,  William  M 871-912 

Lyon,  Eliza 1262-1271 

Lyon.  Francis  8 1408-1428 

Ma^nii^,  William  H 1661 

Mahone,  Charles % 107S-1080 

Marchbanks,  Alexander 865-867 

Martin,  Lyman  W 1144-1149 

Matthews,  William 641-646 

McCall,  Daniel 1899-1916 

McNeill,  Malcolm  Hector •. '.....-...1537-1545 

Meredith,  Renben  A 1771-1785 

Michael,  Jacob,  jr 1366-1378 

MiUer,  William 1-12 

Minnis,  John  A 627-671 

Moore,  Allen  E 1565-1587 

Moss,  James  M 915-926 

Mudd,  Williams 174&-1771 

Noble,  William  R 1056-1059 

Norris,  Hon.  B.  W 64-69 

Parsons,  Lewis  E ^ 77-101,111 

Peck,  E.  Woolsey. 1860-1868 

Pettus,  Edmund  W « 374-403 

Pieroe.  JohnG ^ 297-319 

Powell,  Charles 1845-1850 

Pngh,  Hon.  James  L 403-413 

Quinney,  James  A.  H. 1354-1355 

Reavis,  Turner 5. 331-355 

Reese,  Tiller 1248-1251 

Rice,  Samuel  F 492-525 

Richardson,  William 815-856 

Riddle,  A.  A.J 1504-1518 

Roper,  George 686-694 

Sanders,  Edward  Clement 1797-1812 

Sayre,  P.  T 855-374 

Shapard,  William 744-769 

Shorter,  Ciesar 1072-1078 

Smith,  Arthur  A 44-64 

Smith,  Edward  W , 1965-1969 

Smith,  Luther  R 101-111 

Smith,  S.  D 1261-1262 

Speed,  Joseph  H 413-427 

Steele,  Anthony 948-951 

Steele,  Archibald  Jackson 944-^48 

Stewart,  Nathan  L 1405-1408 

Stickney,  Charles  L 1618-1537 

gteong,  Washington 956-957 

Strong,  Wiley 668-674 

Taylor,  Daniel 1125-1135 

Taylor,  George 572-576 

Tinker,  Mack 1860-1366 

Turner,  Henry  Peters 912-915 

Van  Valkenburg,  John 791-809 

Wager,  John  H. 926-939 

Walker,  Richard  W 960-982 

Ward,  John  M 1086-1091 

Warner,  Hon.  Willard 25-42 

Watley,  Smith 1004-1009 

Webb,  Robert  D 1728-J730 

Weir,  Leonard  L 694-722 

Westbrook,  Betsey 1242-1247 

Whitfield,  Newton  L 1969-1993 

Williams,  Mary  Eliza 1356-1360 

Williams,  Wilson ^ 1099-1103 
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Testimony  of— 

Woolf,  Henry  Ashby .  J 1447-1460 

Young,  James  A 1300-1924 

Thomas,  N.  8.,  kiUin^of 1671,1672,1701,1702,1883-1886,1895,1896 

Thomas,  W.  R,  whipping  and  cutting  off  of  ears  of  Danger  Brown  by 1595, 1596 

Thompson,  Bob,  killing  of 428,967 

Thurlow,  Judge  Silas,  killing  of. .  115, 432, 442, 452, 599, 602, 614, 618, 690, 786, 820, 874, 900 

Tidwell.  Mr.,  whipping  of 549 

TINKER,  MACK,  (cdored, )  testimony  of 1360-1366 

lives  in  Choctaw  County 1360 

Abe  Lyon  killed..., 1360 

Mike  Dunn  killed,  1871 1360,1361,1365 

Isham  Ezell  killed 1361,1364 

Lem  Campbell  killed  ;  no  one  punished  for  these  killings 1361, 1362, 1 363 

ag^eat  many  colored  people  have  left  through  fear 1362 

intimidation  of  voters...... 1362,1363 

two  schooUhouses  burned ;  has  been  lying  in  the  woods  for  fear  of  the  Ka- 

Klux ;  the  riding  in  disguise  in  the  county  is  just  ruining  the  country 1363 

Sam  Cook*s  wife  whipped 1364 

general  feeling  of  insecurity  among  colored  people 1365, 1366 

Tramblies,  America,  kiUiug  of 1042, 1043, 1047, 1087, 1114, 1115, 1117, 1118 

Tramblies,  America,  shooting  of  son  of .« 1047 

Travis,  Mr.,  killing  of... 999 

Travis,  Tom,  identified  by  Reynolds 1186 

Trawick,  Mr.,  shooting  of. 1986 

Treadway,  Sheriff,  compelled  to  leave  home 545-547 

Troops,  applications  for 1162, 1163,1167,1169,1172,1173 

TuUey,  Jonn  W.,  compelled  to  leave -.-.  127 

Tuscaloosa^  raid  on 1852 

Tuscaloosa  County,  number  of  murders  in 1852, 1970, 1971 

election  statistics  of 1987,1988 

killing  of  Mr.  Crossland,  Mr.  Finloy,  Mr.  Frankenham,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Sam- 
uel, Mr.  Simpson,  Bill  Washington,  Mr.  Wilson— 8. 

TURNER,  HENRY  PETERS,  testimony  of 912-915 

lives  in  Meridianville ;  a  farmer 912 

a  democrat •  915 

contradicts  the  testimony  of  Aleck  Marcbbanks  and  Henry  Kidd  as  to  out- 
rages committed  upon  them 912 

saw  the  Ku-Klux  in  disguise  in  the  fall  of  1869 913,914 

knows  nothing  about  the  Ku-KIux  organization 914 

disarming  of  the  negroes  in  1868 914,915 

Turner,  Prior,  shooting  of 133,150,883,897 

U. 

Union  Leagues,  (see  Leagues,  Loyal.) 

V. 

Van  Yalkenberg,  John,  cause  of  dismissal  from  Army  of 626, 627, 799-801 

VAN  VALKENBERG,  JOHN,  testimony  of 791-809 

came  to  Alabama  in  1866  from  Indiana ;  was  colonel  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana 

Volunteers 791 

was  dismissed  the  service,  charged  with  '*  disloyalty  to  tbe  Qovemment,  and 

conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman'' 799 

was  raised  a  democrat,  and  expects  to  die  one 801 

charges  alleged  against  Mr.  Lakin 791,793,796,797,798 

his  character  and  actions 791-795,797-800 

circumstances  connected  with  witness's  dismissal  from  the  Army 799-801 

asks  that  testimonials  from  General  Hooker  and  others  be  appended  to  his  tes- 
timony  - •- 800 

Vanghan,  Prof.,  fray  with  Mr.  Randolph 1978,1979 

Vienna,  disturbance  at 1161,1190,1191 

Vincent,  Wesley,  whipping  of 682 

Vincent,  William,  whipping  of 928 

Viz,  Daniel,  raid  on  house  of 1162,1196 
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Wadaell,  Naeb,  ideDtified  by  Few 1083,1084 

WAGER,  JOHN  H.,  leetimonyof 926-939 

lives  in  Htrnteville ;  agent  and  disbursing  officer  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau ; 
came  to  Alabama  in  September,  1865;  stationed  at  Montgomery,  then  at 

Athens 926 

his  horse's  ears  sKt,  mane  and  tail  cut  off,  and  throat  gashed,  in  1868 926, 927 

threatened  by  the  Ku-Klnx ;  nnmerons  comi^aints  of  whippings  made  to  him 
by  ne^oes  i  women  whipped  in  Lauderdale  County ;  guns  taken  from  Mar- 
shall Strong  and  Timone  Bell 927 

Caleb  Beasley  and  wife  whipped ;  names  giren  of  thirteen  persons  com- 
pelled to  give  up  their  guns  in  1868;  William  Ford,  William  Peyton, 
William  Vincent,  and  Thomas  Re^ey  whipped  Madison  County,  1868  ...  928 
names  given  of  nine  persons  who,  m  1869,  and  eleyen  in  1870,  were  com- 
pelled to  give  up  their  gtins;  killing  of Dougherty;  John  Leslie  (col- 
ored) shot  at  and  driven  from  home;   Joe  Locket   and  Anthony  Bone 

whipped;  Peter  Acklyn,  hung 929 

Corey  Luney  (colored)  and  Joseph  Manning  shot  at  and  driven  away ;  col- 
ored boy  hung ;  democratic  papers  rarely  refer  to  these  outrages ;  Wilev 
Strong  shot ;   two  women   ravished ;  Henry  Clung   killed ;  John  Clark 

whip]^ ;  William  Steele  hung  by  the  neck  but  not  killed 930 

names  of  parties  compelled  to  give  up  their  guns. ^ 930,931 

John  Kemp,  John  Jones,  Calvin  Walker,  Ruth  Chapman,  Simon  Bosh,  and 
Eesiah  Bush,  whipped  in  1870,  and  three  colored  men,  in  August,  1871 ;  one 

ghot; Williams  (colored)  kUled 931 

George  Washington  HoUiday  (colored)  driven  off 931,  932 

Hollxlay's  sister  whipped ;  school-house  burned ;  Samuel  Lawler  shot ;  hun- 
dreds driven  from  home  in  March,  1870 ;  Ned  Larkin  killed ;  his  son  shot  but 
not  killed,  Jackson  County,  December,  1870;  Elliott  Fearon  killed,  Marshall 

C6unty,  October,  1869 w 932 

no  one  punished  for  any  of  these  outrages ;  no  earnest  effort  on  the  part  of  the 

community  to  bring  the  offenders  to  justice 934 

views  as  to  the  disbandipg  and  operations  of  the  Eu-Klux  Klan 935 

intimidation  of  voters  ^  negroes  generally  republican ;  but  few  vote  the  demo- 

cratie  ticket  willingly ;  state  of  feeling  toward  northern  settlers 936 

feeling  toward  native  white  republicans ;  the  sentiment  on  universal  suffrage 
and  negro  education ;  tone  of  democratic  newspapers  relative  to  Ku-Klnz 

outrages 937 

Walker,  Calvin,  whipping  of 931 

Wrfker  County,  wfatppingiD,  Mr.  Bryant  1754 

WALKER,  RICHARD  W.,  testimony  of 960-9S2 

lives  in  Huntsville;  was  solicitor ;  twice  a  member  of  the  legislature;  speaker 
of  the  house  one  session ;  judge  of  the  supreme  court ;  member  of  the  provis- 
ional congress,  and  of  the  confederate  senate ;  now  practicing  law 960 

in  the  fourth  and  fifth  circuit,  comprising  ten  or  twelve  counties 961 

laws  obeyed  and  peace  and  good  order  prevail  in  the  counties  named ;  charac- 
ter of  the  disturbances  in  Limestone  County,  and  how  they  originated 961 

purpose,  objects,  organization,  &c.,  of  the  Ku-Klux  order 961,  966, 967,  968, 976 

condition  oi  the  country  which  seemed  to  give  a  pretext  for  such  an  organiza- 
tion  961,962 

organisation,  extent,  &c.,  of  the  Union  Leagues 962,975 

enumerates  as  causes  of  popular  dissatisfaction  the  manner  in  which  the 
present  constitution  was  foisted  upon  the  people,  the  manner  in  which  the 
present  officers  were  installed  into  office,  the  character  of  the  constitution 

Itself;  and  the  character  of  the  officials 962,968 

character  of  the  administration  of  justice 962, 963, 973, 974 

and  of  the  finances  of  the  State  and  counties  under  these  officials 962, 963 

taxation  of  1859  and  i860  compared  with  that  of  1860  and  1870... 963, 964, 969, 974, 

976,977 

the  burden  of  taxation  has  given  rise  to  very  great  discontent ^...  964, 965 

charges  have  been  made  that  the  ofiicials  have  made;away  with  the  State  rev- 
enues to  their  own  benefit,  and  laws  passed  by  corrupt  appliances  for  indi- 
vidual gain;>cites  the  railroad  le^slation 965,981 

character  and  operation  of  the  election  laws 965,966,972,973 

a  steady  improvement  in  public  order  for  the  last  three  years 966 

kiUing  of  Toompson  by  disguised  men ;  nothing  political  in  the  affair ;  general 

behavior  of  the  colored  people  since  tho  war 967 

causes  of  the  increased  taxation  in  the  State 969, 970, 974, 975, 977, 978 

school  system  and  school-tax  before  and  since  the  war    970, 971 
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WALKER,  BICHARD  W.,  testimony  of—Continaed. 

loan  by  the  State  of  its  bonds  to  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  BaUroad,  to 

the  amount  of  $16,000  a  mile,  the  State  retaining  a  liea  on  the  road 971 

difficnltj  encountered  bj  the  State  in  obtaining  nnaisputed  control  of  the  road.  971,972 
spedfies  the  objectionable  featores  of  the  State  constitution ;  the  voter's  oath, 
the  proYision  for  an  unnecessary  multiplication  of  offices,  the  board  of  edu- 
cation, and  the  legislative  powers  conferred  upon  that  board 972 

section  of  the  election  law  which  bears  on  challenging,  and  its  interpretation 

andefiect.-,, , - 972,973 

many  violations  of  law  by  colored  people  immediately  after  the  war,  and  the 

character  of  these  violations 962,9^,975 

inflammatory  api>ealB  addressed  4o  negroes 975,976 

the  State  debt  prior  to  the  war ;  bonded  debt  of  the  county ;  items  of  county 

expenditure , 977,978,979 

provision  is  made  for  annual  publication  of  the  amount  of  State  and  county 

taxes  and  their  disbursement 979- 

number  of  men  in  Madison  County  disqualified  under  the  fourteenth  amend- 
ment  979,980 

cannot  recall  any  convictions  of  disguised  men  for  outrages  committed  in  Madi- 
son County ^ 980 

knows  of  no  effort  upon  the  part  of  the  press  or  of  the  leading  citizens  to  hush  up 

or  conceal  these  offenses ;  tone  of  the  democratic  press 981 

antagonism  of  races • 976,981,982 

Ward,  John,  raid  on  house  of w 1045,1046 

WARD.  JOHN  M.,  testimony  of .* 1085-1091 

resident  of  West  Point ;  postmaster ;  lived  in  Chambers  County  till  Christmas, 

1870 1085 

was  insulted  on  account  of  his  politics 1085,1086 

was  visited  by  a  democratic  torch-light  prooession  and  insulted 1086 

means  employed  by  the  democrats  to  prevent  colored  men  from  voting  the 
republican  ticket ;  the  democrats  opposed  to  negro  suffrage;  they  were  for- 
merly opposed  to  negro  education, but  nave  moderated  very  much  in  the  last  six 
months ;  Mr.  Hyman*s  house  attacked ;  America  .Tramblies  killed ;  outrage 

upon  Mrs. Randall's  daughter 1087 

Mrs.  RandaU's  school  broken  up..... 1087,1088 

the  parties  never  arrested ;  republicans  not  safe  in  advocating  their  principles 

with  freedom '. 1088 

republican  meeting  at  La  F^ette  broken  up,  au4  a  negro  shot  by  the  marshal.  1068-1090 

Warner,  Willard,  character  of • ••         627 

WARNER,  Hon.  WILLARD,  testimony  of *. 25-42 

resident  of  Montgomery 25 

went  to  Alabama  in  1865,  from  Ohio  *,  State  senator  in  Ohio ;  elected  in  1868 

Un^ed  States  Senator  from  Alabama 33 

disguised  men,  operations  of  bands  of • • 35,39 

disguised  men,  con(ederate  soldiers  in  bands  of •....  35 

witnesses  afraid  to  testify 32,38,40 

riot  at  Eutaw,  Greene  County ..28,29,41 

riotatEutaw,  trial  of  personsfor • • • 37 

general  amnes^ .•  34 

uiwof  Congress  concerning  Ku-Klux 32 

freedom  of  poUtical  opinions 28,29,30,31,42 

negro  tuffinuve 31,34 

concerning  Union  Leagues • 35 

negroes  voting  democaratic  ticket ..., 35 

opposition  to  reconstruction 34 

kuUngof  Mr.Boyd,  solicitor 39 

attack  on  Mr.  Cockrell 40 

Washington,  Bill,  kiUing  of 1854,1975 

WATLEY,  SMITH,  (colored,)  testimony  of J004-1009 

staying  in  Montgomery ;  lived  formerly  in  Coosa  County ;  a  former 1004 

a  blacksmith 1005 

detaiUofvisitby  Ku-Klux,  and  his  whipping 1004,1005 

•irtrage  upon  Jesse  Watson,  (colored ;)  kind  of  disguises  worn ;  names  of  par* 

ties  recognized 1005 

reason  of  his  whipping 1005,1006 

burning  of  a  church ;  witness  and  family  sworn  to  secrecy ;  was  forced  to  leave 

his  home 1906 

Dan  Sushner,  or  Dan  Hurgin,  Zack  Goldthwaite,  and  Dick  Martin  whipped ; 

no  one  punished  for  these  whippings 1007 

had  several  parties  arrested ;  they  are  discharged  on  proving  alUns 1008, 1009 
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V^wOffy,  Smith,  whipping  of 537,638, 1004,  l<m,  1015, 1016 

Watson,  JeMe,  whSppiBff  of 1005 

Webb,  Aleck,  kiUing  by  John  C.  Crick,  of 1479, 1493, 1531, 1522 

Webb,  Jerry,  whipping  of 633,1012 

WEBB,  BOBEBT  D.,  testimony  of. 1786-1730 

resident  of  Livingston,  Snmtor  Connty  ;  apbysidan 1728 

examined  Bobert  FulleiloTe,  Testerday,  at  toe  request  of  Mr.  Blair;  found  no 
indication  of  any  blow  on  the  head  or  of  braises  on  his  hands ;  stripped  him 
and  examined  him  from  his  head  to  his  heels,  and  foond  no  indication  of  a 

broise;  should  say  that  he  had  not  been  wliipped 1728 

WKIB,  LEQNABD  L.,  testimony  of 694-722 

Hres  in  Limestone  Connty ;  is  justice  of  the  peace 694 

a  native  of  Tennessee.. 695 

a  carpenter 697 

a  republican  and  Union  man 699 

an<Md  man  and  a  cripple 715 

whipping  of  witness  by  Samuel  Moore,  Frank  L.  Gibson,  William  S.  Blair, 
James  Bradford,  Pink  Johnson,  and  Budd  Harlan,  (white, )  and  James  KeU 

ley  and  Lewis  Bradford,  (colored,) 695,696,699 

manner  of  his  whipping 695 

is  threatened,  and  leayes  home 696,700 

caoseof  his  whipping 697-699,720 

his  assailants  democrats;  the  negroes  acted  under  compulsion 699 

social  standing  of  Gibson,  Blair,  and  Moore 700 

raid  upon  bis  house,  and  his  wife  and  daughter  threatened 701 

returns  home  after  two  months'  absence,  fukl  lies  out  till  September 701, 702 

attempts  to  hang  and  drown  him 702-707 

recognised  Geo^  Peace  and  Samuel  Bcr^ce 705,  707 

chained,  and  compelled  to  write  to  his  mmily  to  enforoe  their  absence  from 

court 707,708 

details  of  further  outrage,  and  his  return  home 709-711 

recognfaMd  Hiram  Higgins 710,712 

arrest  of  Moore ;  recognition  of  Moore,  Gibson,  Johnson,  Boyce,  and  Peace 

engaged  in  second  raid 711 

Moore  acted  as  commander;  was  a  candidate  for  the  nomination  of  sheriff; 

United  States  mail  tampered  with 713,714 

organisation  and  disbandmg of  the  Ku-Klux ;  mutilation  of  Blair 715 

whipping  of—-—<*Barbee  and  another  man 715,716 

two  men  nasDed  Wisdom  driyen  away  from  home ;  whipping  of  a  boy 716,717 

whipping  of  Simmons,  and  his  exile 717 

— -^  Gordon  forced  to  leave  home 717, 118 

whipping^  of  a  colored  woman ^ 718 

kllHng  of  Scales,  (colored,)  1870.;  all  parties  now  endeavoring  to  restore  quiet 

and  put  down  disguised  bands 719 

State  hiw  of  Decembor,  1868,  bitterly  assailed  by  the  democratic  press  and 

720,721,722 

„of»onof  Dr.  Blairandof Barbee 721 

Weir,  Lecmard  L.,  whipping  of  and  outrage  up<m ;  Minnis's  account  of 541-543 

Coleman's  account 646,647,660-655 

his  own  account ^ 695,696,699,702-708 

WESTTBROOK,  BETSEY,  (cok>red,)  testimony  of 124^1247 

lived  in  Jefierson  before  coning  to  Demopolis ;  widow  of  Robin  Westbrook . . .        1243 

the  house  shot  into;  killing  of  her  husband  Bobin,  July  18,  1871 1243 

her  son  shot  at,  but  escapes ;  recognised  Wash  Elkins,  John  Crudip,  and  Sid 
Lipscomb ;  her  husband  a  strong  radical ;  coroner's  inqoest  held ;  no  arrests 

made;  witness  had  to  leave 1244 

Lipscomb  wounded  by  her  husband 1243,1247 

tfie  three  men  recognised  were  democrats;  Beub  Hildreth  whipped :  her  hus- 
band's difficulty  with  Dr.  Smith 1245 

ontrsgeupon  her  husband  by  Wash  Elkins 1244,1245,1246 

testifies  before  the  coroner ;  was  afraid  to  identify  Elkins  and  Crudip 1246 

witness  threatened 1244,1246,1247 

her  husband  killed  because  he  was  aradical .....1244,1247 

be  was  beaten,  one  Sunday,  by  Mr.  Crudip 1247 

Westbrook,  Bobin,  killing  of 1243, 1389, 1391-1395, 1429, 1430, 1441-1443, 1511 

previous  outrages  upon 1244-1248 

Wh^ping,  manner  of 572,574,696,858,1964,1997 
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Wbipphi^  of— 

Austin,  James,  BlouDt  Coontj •. ••• 

Baker,  John,  (colored,)  Coosa  Countj,  June,  1871 1016 

Baker,  Joseph,  (colored, )  Coosa  Conntj,  June,  187 1 1016 

Barbee,  Mr.,  Limestone  County,  December,  ]8i39 715,716 

Beaslej,  Caleb,  and  wife,  Madison  County,  fkll  of  1868 928 

Blair,  Aufpistus,  wife  and  daughter  o^  (colored,)  Limestone  County,  Decem- 
ber, 1868 ..,.  677 

Blair,  William,  Limestone  County,  December,  1868 131, 148,674-676 

Blakely,  Amos,  (colored,)  Greene  County,  August,  1871 1840,1841 

Bone,  Aiithony,  (colored,)  Madison  County,  1869 929 

Brown,  Charles,  (colored,)  Sumter  County,  1871 - 1597 

Brown,  Danger,  (colored,)  Sumter  County,  1871 1595,1596 

Bryant,  William,  Walker  County 610,931 

Bush,  Hezekiah,  (colored.)  Morgan  County,  May,  1870 152, 931 

Bush,  Martin,  (colored,)  Madison  County 862 

Bush,  Simon,  (colored,)  Morgan  County,  May,  1870 133,151,162,86*2,931 

Campbell,  Rebecca,  Madison  County,  August,  1871 947,956 

Carter,  Charles,  Pickens  County,  1870 2000 

Carter,  Frank,  Pickens  County,  1870 20OO 

Chapman,  Ruth,  Morgan  County,  spring  of  1870 931 

Childers,  Amanda,  (colored,)  Sumter  County,  July,  1871 1722-1724,1733,1734, 

1950, 1960, 1961 

Choctaw  Joe,  Greene  Coun^ 1328 

Clark,  George  A..  Sumter  (Jounty,  fall  of  1871. -•. 417,1614, 1845*1840 

Clark,  John,  Madison  County,  spring  of  1870 930 

Cook,  Sam.  wife  of,  (colored) 1364 

Daniel,  Sir,  brother  of,  ( colored, )  Jackson  County,  1870 994 

Darling,  Alfred,  (colored,)  Perry  County,  February,  1871 416 

Dorman,  James,  (Isaac,)  Coosa  County,  1870 128,155,162-164,181,211,230 

Eyans,  JPrince,  (colored, )  Sumter  County,  July,  1 870 1458 

Ford,  William,  (colored,)  Madison  County,  foil  of  1868 680,681,928 

Fowler,  Mr.,  Fayette  County,  1871 549 

FuUerlove,  Robert,  (colored,)  Choctaw  County,  October,  1871  ....1649-1651, 1658, 1659 

Gardner,  Judge,  Builer  County,  1868 527 

Gardiner,  Tom,  (colored, )  Pickens  County,  October,  1870 1998 

Gardiner,  Amos,  (colored,)  Madison  County,  1869 862 

Gardiner,  Amos,  brother  of,  (colored,)  Madison  Coun^,  1869 864 

Gill,  Joseph,  (colored,)  Madison  County,  1868 812,814,918,922 

Goldthwaite,  Zack,  (colored,)  Coosa  County,  June,  1870 1007 

Griffin,  Scott,  Calhoun  County,  November,  1869 1194 

Hall,  Isaac,  (colored,)  Perry  County,  May,  1871 415,416 

Hamlin,  Ufury,  (colored, )  Madison  County,  1868 857-859 

*     Hardiwick,  Handy,  (colored, )  Hale  or  Tuscaloosa  County 1984, 1991 

Hargrove,  Wiley,  and  wife,  (colored,)  Pickens  County,  November,  1870 1993, 1994, 

1998,2001,2006 

Harker,  Mr.,  Jackson  County 451 

Harper,  William,  Jackson  County,  April,  1871 140,167 

Harrison,  Mr.,  Limestone  County 678 

Hays,  Dick,  (colored, )  Calhoun  County,  November,  1860 -        1 194 

Henry,  Isbam,  (colored,)  March,  1869 1164,1199,1200 

Hildreth,  Reuben,  (colored,)  Marengo  County 1245, 1458 

Hill,  Rev.  Mr.,  Greene  County,  1868 126,274 

Hood,  Littleton,  (colored,)  Greene  County,  fall  of  1870 1789,1790,1796 

Horton,  Benjamin,  Blount  County.  1870 119,740,741,773,986,987 

Horton,  Jameu,  Blount  County,  1870 756,757,767,773 

Hurgin,  (Susbner, )  Dan,  (colored, )  Coosa  County,  June,  1870 1007 

Johnson,  Henrv,  (colored,)  Madison  County,  August,  1871 669,945,950,953,954 

Kemp,  John,  Madison  County,  fall  of  1870 ^ 931 

Kennard,  Adam,  (colored,)  Meridian 1589.1606,1624 

Eetchum,  Lewis,  Blount  County,  December,  1870 742,775,791 

King,  (McKinney,)  Lina,  BlountCounty 733,773 

LaGrone,  Katie,  (colored,)  Perry  County,  May,  1871 417,422 

Lassiter,  Aaron,  (colored,)  Macon  County,  1871 417,422 

Latham,  Rev.  William.  Pickens  County 104,2000 

Lawler,  George,  (colored, )  Madison  County,  fall  of  1868 6dl 

Leverett,  Mr.,  Sumter  County,  1871 1740 

Lewis,  Richard,  (colored,)  Alarengo  County,  September,  1871 1389-1391,1457, 

1458, 1517, 1553-1566 
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Lipscomb,  Peyton,  (colored,)  Madison  Connty,  Aagnst,  1871 669,946,950,952 

Locket,  Joe,  Madison  Connty,  March,  1869 929 

Lovek,  Mr.,  Sumter  County,  Fehrnary,  1871 1677 

Low,  Henry,  (colored, )  Pickens  County,  October,  1870 1995, 1997, 2001 

Low,  Samuel,  (colored,)  Pickens  County,  October,  1870....  1994, 1998,2001,3005-2007 

Martin,  Dick,  (colored,)  Coosa  County,  June,  1871 1007,1016 

Maxwell,  Big,  (colored, )  Coosa  Connty,  January,  1871 1011 

McDowell,  John  F.,  Blount  County.  1871  749 

McKlnney,  (King,)Lina,  Blount  County 733,773 

KeibUng,  Mr.,  l&rengo  County,  April,  1871 1338,1340-1342,1351,1352,1420, 

1459,1511,1512,1548 

Peyton  or  Patton,  Madison  County 928 

Powell,  Charles,  (colored,)  Sumter  Connty,  Auffust,  1871 1614, 1845-1849 

Begney,  Thomas,  Madison  County,  fell  of  1868 928 

•      Biddle,  Mrs.,  Blount  County,  fall  of  1868 157,158 

Sheely,  Alexand^,  (colored, )  Tallapoosa  County,  January,  1871 1011 

Simmons,  Mr.,  Limestone  Connty,  1870 717 

StocksYille,  Bob,  (colored,)  Pickens  County,  October,  1870 1995,1998,2001,2006 

Strong,  Washington,,  (colored,)  Madison  County,  August,  1871 669,946,950,952, 

956,957 

Sturdeway,  Green,  (colored, )  Coosa  County,  January,  1871 1012 

Sullivan,  Moses  B.,  Mar8l)all  Connty,  May,  1869 123,127,146,1165 

Sushner,  (Hurgin,)  Dan,  (colored,)  Coosa  County,  June,  1870 • ..        1007 

Taylor,  George,  Colbert  County,  January,  1869 128,148 

Hdwell,  Mr.,  Fayette  County,  1871 549 

Yhicent,  Wesley, (colored,)  Madison  County,fallof  1868 682 

Vincent,  William,  (colored,)  Madison  County,  fall  of  1868 928 

Walker,  Calvin,  Madison  County,  spring  of  1670 931 

Watley,  Smith,  (colored,)  Coosa  County,  June,  1871 537, 538, 1004, 1005, 1015, 1016 

Watson,  Jesse,  (colored,)  CoosaCounty,  June,  1871 1005 

Webb,  Jerry,  (colored, )  Coosa  County,  January,  1871 533, 1012 

Weir,Leonard  L.,Lime8tone  County, March,  1871 541,543,609,646,647,650-655, 

695,696,699,702-711 

White,8am,  (colored,)  Marengo  County,  1871 : 1389 

Whites,  (names  not  given) 550, 551, 715-717, 756, 771 ,  772, 927, 1143, 1614, 1754 

Williams,  Diana,  (colored,)  Lauderdale  County,  June,  1669 1162,1194,1195 

Williams,  Wiley,  (colored,)  Coosa,  January,  1871 533,1011 

Wooley,  Mr.,  Fayette  County,1871 549 

Wright,  Jordan,  (colored,)  Cherokee  County,  1870 638,639 

Yarborough,  Joe,  (colored, )  Limestone  County,  December,  1868 677 

White,  Jack,  raid  on  house  of 1166,1167,1202 

White,Mr.,  killingof  neproby 1949 

White,  Sam,  whipping  of 1389 

Whiles,  (oames  not  given,)  killingof. 1409, 14J9, 1643, 1749, 1750, 1753, 1986 

Whites,  whipping  of 550,551,715-717,756,771,772,927,1143,1614,1754 

WHITFIELD,  NEWTON  L.,  testimony  of. 1969-1993 

resident  of  Tuscaloosa  County ;  a  farmer;  has  practiced  law... 1969 

native  of  Georgia ;  opposed  secession ;  was  in  tne  legislature ;  identified  with 

the  conservative  party  si^ce  the  war 1980 

killing  of  Mr.  Croasland  and  wounding  of  his  companion..  1969, 1970, 1971, 1980, 1981, 
*      ,  1982, 1991 

number  of  killed  in  Tuscaloosa  County  overestimated 1970, 1971 

killing  of  Wilson,  five  men,  Frankenham,  and  Christian 1971 

killing  of  Simpson 1971,1972,1964,1985,1991 

raid  in  Tuscaloosa  and  the  killing  of  Finley  and  two  negroes 1971, 1972 

kUlingof  John  Joy 1971,1975 

kiUJng  of  Miller 1971,1973,1984,1991,1992 

negroes  killed  in  Hale  County 1972,1985 

raid  on  Sam  Davies 1973 

colored  man  whipped  and  aflerward  shot , 1973,1974 

killing  of  Bill  Washington  and  of  Mr.  Samuel,  one  of  his  assidlants 1975 

riot  at  Patona,  (Cross  Phuns) 1975,1976 

names  of  persons  whose  standing  is  not  affected  by  their  radical  politics 1976, 1977 

no  attempt  to  influence  the  vote  of  negroes  by  violence 1977, 1978 

character,  standing,  &c.,  of  Judge  Peck 1977,1978,1980,1982,1983 

Ku-Kluz  Klan,  its  extent,  &;c..:. .  ..1978, 1984, 1985, 1986, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992 

shooting  of  Bir.  Eandolph  in  a  fray  witb  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Yanghan 1978, 1979 

geoenl  standing  and  treatment  of  northern  men 1979, 1980, 1992, 1993 
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WHITFIELD,  NEWTON  L..  testimony  of— Continned. 

dennndation  of  carpet-baggers  and  scalawags 19^ 

killing  of  a  Dumber  of  negroes 1983 

anamber  of  negro  cabins  burned  and  tbeir  occupants  driven  away 1983, 1984,  1965 

whipping  of  Handy  Hardwick,  Hale  Cohntj 1984,  1991 

outrages  upon  Blackford « 1985 

man  wounded  in  Bibb  County  ;  shooting  of  Trawick  ;  man  killed  in  Fayette 

County;  one  in  Walker  County 1986 

negroes  are  generally  republican ;  some  are  democrats 1987 

election  statistics  of  Tuscaloosa  County ^.1987,  1988 

no  intimidation  of  colorod  voters 1988 

the  parties  outraged  presumed  to  be  republicans :  1991 

Williams, ,  killing  of 134,931, 1138,  i  149,  1143 

Williams.  Diana,  whipping  of 1162,1194,  11^ 

Williams,  (High, )  Ezekiel,  taken  from  jail  and  shot 1356, 1358, 1604, 1605, 1623, 163! , 

1701, 1717, 1718, 1945, 1946,  1964 

Moore's  account  of 1565-1568,1571-1573 

body  searched  for  by  sheriff's  posse 1594 

WILLIAMa  MAKY  ELIZA,  testimony  of 1356-1360 

wife  of  Ezekiel  Williams ;  he  lived  at  Mrs.  Seibels,  Sumter  County 1356 

her  husband  killed  nearly  two  weeks  now,  (October,  1871 :)  he  was  in  jail  when 
killed,  charged  with  killing  Mr.  Collins ;  he  had  been  there  over  a  year ;  had 
had  no  triu ;  was  taken  from  jail  and  carried  to  Supamochee,  and  shot ; 

names  of  parties  concerned  in  the  killing 1356 

Collins  killed  at  her  house  a  year  ago,  while  Ku-Kluxing ;  they  shot  into  the 
house  and  she  ran  out  with  her  children:  it  was  supposed  some  of  their  own 

number  killed  him :  her  husband  suspected 1357 

colored  man  killed ;  some  whipped  at  Livingston  and  Belmont ;  details  of  the 

taking  of  her  husband  from  the  jail 1358 

Williams,  Wiley,  whipping  of 533,1011 

WILLIAMS,  WILS*N,  testimony  of 1099-1103 

resident  of Opelika,  Lee  County;  a  lawyer 1099 

county  free  from  disturbance ;  no  violence  by  bands  of  disguised  men 1 100 

outrap^e  upon  Mr.  Few;  character  of  Mr.  Few 1100,1101, 1102 

teaching  of  colored  schools  not  odious  to  the  citizens 1103 

Wilson,  Mr.,  kilUng  of ^ 1971 

Wilson,  Hon.  H.,  letter  of  Samuel  A.  Hale  to 1830-1834 

reply  of 1834,1835 

Witnesses,  list  of,  (see  Testimony.) 

Wooden,  James,  raid  on  house  of 771 

Woodward.  Dud,  killing  of 1904.1905,1918 

Wooley,  Mr.,  whipping  of 549 

Wooley,  Mr.,  rape  of  wife  of 549 

WOOLF,  HENRY  A8HBY,  testimony  of 1447-1450 

resident  of  Linden,  Marengo  County  ;  a  lawver 1447 

details  of  disturbance  at  Linden,  while  W.  6,  Jones  was  speaking,  and  where 

he  agrees  to  retire  from  the  canvass  for  the  office  of  sheriff 1447-1450 

charscter  of  Jones's  speeches 1449, 1450 

Wright,  Felix,  shooting  of 1092-1096 

Wright,  James  K.  P.,  killing  of 433,451 

Wright,  JohuT.,  leader  of  the  Black  Cavalry 1126 

Wright,  Jordan,  whipping  of 638,639 

Y. 

Yarborough,  Joe,  whipping  of 677 

Yankee  Ben.  killing  of 1670,1671,1738,1949 

Young,  Anderpon,  ^Henderson,)  killing  of  son  of 1735, 1743, 1749 

YOUNG,  JAMES  A.,  testimony  of 1303-1324 

residentof  Linden,  Marengo  County;  alawyer 1303 

was  appointed  special  commissioner  to  investigate  the  condition  of  the  county 
treasury  from  1865  to  May,  1871 ;  amount  of  taxes  assessed  for  1868,  1869, 
and  1870;  real  estate  since  the  war  has  depreciated  at  least  60  per  cent. ; 
live  stock  is  more  valuable,  but  very  much  less  in  number ;  reduced  at  least 

half  or  two  thirds,  owing  to  the  depredations  of  the  colorod  population 1303 

taxation  is  about  three  times  what  it  was  for  county  purposes  prior  to  the  war, 

and  the  subjects  of  taxation  have  diminished 1304 

details  of  disturbance  at  a  political  meeting  in  Linden,  where  Mr.  Jones,  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  sheriff,  through  fear  signed  an  instrument  in  writ- 
ing withdrawing  from  the  canvass 1304,1305,1306,1313,1314,1315,1317 
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valnationof  real  estate  in  1861,  and  of  slave  property;  relative  rate  of  taxa- 
tion before  and  since  the  war 1307 

items  of  expenditures  for  which  county  taxes  are  levied 1307, 1306, 1309 

reasons  for  the  increased  taxation t 1310, 1311 

amount  of  county  debt 1311 

thinks  there  is  a  well-founded  complaint  in  one  respect  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  county  taxes  have  been  expended ;  cause  of  the  g^at  depreciation  in 

real  estate,  the  difficulty  in  procuring  labor  and  its  inferior  quality 1312 

stealing  of  live  stock;  destitution  of  the  negroes 1313 

election  and  census  statistics  of  the  county 1314,1315, 1317 

character,  speeches,  standing,  &c,  of  Mr.  Jones 1315, 1316,1318, 1319 

rate  of  assessment  on  real  estate 1316 

the  young  men  generally  go  armed,  and  many  of  the  older  ones,  from  a  gen- 
eral feeling  that  there  is  a  disposition  to  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  colored 
population  toward  the  whites ;  the  colored  people  generally  peaceable,  quiet,      #  j 

and  orderly;  colored  labor  generallv preferred ^1318/ 

the  counsels  given  to  the  negroes  by  their  white  leaders 1318, 1319/7330 

gathering  of  armed  negroes  in  McKinley ;  general  sentiment  of  the  people  that 

they  would  be  better  off  without  the  negroes 1320 

petition  of  citizens  to  Judges  Smith  and  Maupin  asking  that  they  take  steps 

to  prevent  a  riot  at  McKjnley,  next  Saturday 1320,1321,1323 

character  and  standing  of  the  signers 1321,1323 

no  intimidation  of  voters ;  colored  men  threatened  with  death  if  they  voted  the 

democratic  ticket • i:^l 

political  views  of  the  colored  people,  and  how  they  are  inOuenced 1322 

Z. 

Zion  church  fired  into 1024, 1025, 1034, 10:»,  1063, 1065J066, 1071 


TESTIMONY. 


CONDITION  OF  AFFAIRS  IN  THE  SOUTHERN  STATES. 


ALABAMA. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Jme  2, 1871. 
WILLIgA.M  MILLEB  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  what  part  of  the  State  of  Alabama  do  yon  reside  t 

Anmcer.  At  present  I  live  in  Mobile ;  but  for  many  years  I  lived  in  Greene  Connty. 

I  went  to  Mobile  abont  th»  Ist  of  May,  1869,  as  collectoV  of  the  port.  I  lived  in  Greene 
County  from  1836  np  iG  that  time,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  months  in  winter  in 
Mobile  at  my  office  there. 

Question,  Give  ns,  from  yonr  own  personal  knowledpfo  and  observation,  a  statement 
of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  that  part  of  the  State  with  which  yon  are  acquainted,  so 
for  as  relates  to  the  secnrity  of  life,  person,  and  property,  np  to  and  since  the  passage 
of  the  law  for  the  enforcement  of  the  fourteenth  amendment,  sometimes  designated  as 
the  Ku-Klux  bill. 

Ansicer.  I  presume  I  might  begin  back  immediately  after  the  war,  or  perhaps  from 
the  passage  of  the  reconstruction  laws. 

Question.  It  is  not  the  desire  of  the  committee  to  go 'very  far  back.  You  can  give  us 
a  stiitement  of  the  condition  of  things  existing  now  and  fpr  a  year  preceding  the  pas- 
sage of  that  bill. 

Answer.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement  at  the  time  of  the  election  in  February, 
186t?,  and  the  republicans  were  generally  deterred  from  voting  at  all  at  that  election. 
It  was  the  lirst  election  after  the  constitution  of  Alabama  was  framed,  the  election  for 
the  ratihcation  or  rejection  of  that  constitution.  I  was  at  Eutaw  then,  and  actively 
engaged  in  distributing  tickets.  The  tickets  were  several  times  jerked  out  of  my  hands, 
and  at  one  time  my  hat  was  jerked  off  my  head  and  dashed  on  the  ground  by  a  rowdy. 
One  man  shook  his  fist  in  my  face  and  cursed  me,  and  he  was  told  by  several  persons 
to  "shoot  the  damned  rascal."  I  obtained  my  commission  as  jndge  of  probate  and 
entered  npon  the  office  in  1868.  When  I  presented  myself  in  Eutaw  to  enter  on  the 
duties  of  my  office,  the  old  occupant  of  the  office,  who  had  obtained  the  advice  of 
connael,  informed  me  that  I  could  not  get  in  without  military  aid.  I  telegraphed  to 
Governor  Smith,  and  on  Thursday  evening  some  soldiers  came  over  there.  They  sent  for 
me  to  the  place  where  I  lived,  some  distance  from  Eutaw,  and  I  wont  down.  The 
court-hottse  waa  near  about  shut  up  ;  there  was  one  piece  of  a  window  open. 

Q^e8^ion.  Do  you  refer  now  to  the  time  when  you  went  to  take  your  seat  as  Judge  of 
probate  f 

Answer.  Tea,  sir. 

Question.  Was  this  resistance  made  to  your  taking  your  seat  t 

Answer.  As  a  matter  of  course  it  was. 

Question.  On  what  ground  t 

Answer.  That  no  ra^lical  should  take  it ;  that  the  reconstruction  laws  were  nncon* 
fltttntional,  null^and  void,  and  that  the  people  were  not  going  to  submit  to  them. 

Question.  Who  made  that  statement  f 

Answer.  The  attorneys,  Mr.  Morgan  and  Mr.  Jolly,  toM  me  I  could  not  get  it ;  and 
they  sent  np  a  long  protest  to  Governor  Smith  in  which  they  stated  that  I  was  illegally 
elect^L 

Question.  Was  there  a  contest  about  your  election  t 

Answer.  There  was  no  contest  further  than  I  beat  the  man  who  ran  against  me,  the 
man  then  in  possession  of  the  office,  Judge  Oliver. 

Question.  Was  there  any  proceeding  to  test  th^  validity  of  your  election  f 

Answer.  None  whatever ;  none  *at  all. 

Question.  You  did  take  your  seatf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  with  the  military  there  putting  me  into  it.  The  military  authori- 
ties pnt  me  in  it,  and  I  held  it  seemingly  with  some  quiet  after  a  few  days.  About  the 
let  of  September,  1868,  or  near  that  time,  I  went  down  to  Eutaw,  on  a  Monday,  about 

I I  o'clock.  When  I  got  there  I  found  a  large  flag  swung  from  a  tree  opposite  the  pro- 
bate office  to  the  tavern,  with  a  picture  on  it  something  like  the  caricatures  in  Harpers', 
and  the  words  "  Miller,  Yordey  &  Company.''    Mr.  Yordey  was  there  as  the  agent  of  the 
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Freedmen*8  Bureau.  It  so  happened  that  no  tavern  would  board  Yordcy,  and  he  and  I 
and  a  man  named  Boyd  (who  was  acting  as  solictor  of  the  county,  and  who  was  killed 
after  a  while)  rent<jd  a  house  and  kept  bachelors'  hall.  Yordey  could  not  pet  boaitl  at 
any  tavern  there,  but  I  could.  On  this  particular  Monday,  about  3  o'clock,  there  was 
H  great  deal  of  noise,  of  cursing  and  swearing,  about  there  among  the  drinking  class. 
I  could  hear  them  cursing  Judge  Miller,  and  swearing  that  "  Judge  Miller  should  go 
bade."  I  proposed  that  we  should  shut  up  the  ofiSce  and  go  home.  Mr.  Boyd  and 
myself  went  out  of  ditferent  doors,  each  locking  the  door  he  went  out  of.  We  walked 
about  one  huuilred  and  fifty  yards  from  the  house,  when  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Haiiibli'tt  came  up  on  a  horse.  He  had  a  stick  and  made  a  gi-eat  deal  of  threatening 
al>out  killing  Boyd,  but  none  about  killing  me.  He  threw  his  stick  ahead  of  us,  but 
some  one  came  up'  and  took  him  back.  At  the  same  time  Boyd  said  "  I  think  I  had  better 
take  out  my  pistol  and  kill  that  fellow."  I  said  "No ;  we  will  not  do  any  such  thing." 
I  had  no  pistol,  but  I  had  a  double-barrel^l  gun  at  the  house. 

Question.  For  what  reason  "was  this  assault  made  on  you  and  Mr.  Boyd  f 

Jnmvir.  No  reason  that  could  be  imagined,  except  that  wo  were  willing  tb  take  the 
offices  to  which  we  had  been  elected. 

Question.  Did  you  institute  proceedings  against  these  men  t 

Anttwer.  1  went  bofoi*e  the  grand  jury,  when  the  court  met,  and  made  the  statement 
there  that  I  make  here.  .  If  anything  was  ever  done  I  do  not  know  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  go  to  any  committing  magistrate  and  ask  for  a  warrant  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  magistrate,  or  sheriff,  or  con)ner,  or  any  other  civil  officer 
there  at  that  time,  except  myself.  When  they  found  I  was  not  to  be  driven  off  in  any 
w.iy  without  killing  me,  they  let  things  quiet  a  little,  until  about  the  middle  of  Octo- 
ber, perhaps,  when  Senator  Waraer  and  M«ijor  Hays  came  to  make  speeches  there,  and 
they  assaulted  them  and  would  not  let  them  speak.  They  did  not  strike  them,  bat 
went  up  to  them  and  shotite^l  and  made  noises  and  would  not  let  them  speak.  Some 
of  the  conservative  democrats  and  myself  conferred  with  them,  and  the  result  of  the 
conference  was  that  we  concluded  somebody  would  be  killed  if  the  speaking  went  on; 
and  the  Senator  did  not  go  back  and  speak  at  all.  I  took  him  down  to  my  house  to 
dinner,  and  he  left. 

Question.  Was  that  because  of  any  objection  to  the  persons  who  wore  to  speak,  or 
was  the  determination  expressed  that  no  one  should  speak  T 

Answer.  1  was  re4ill.y  not  much  in  the  crowd ;  I  conversed  mostly  with  those  who 
were  sent  to  confer  with  me.  So  far  as  I  could  make  out,  the  expression  was  that  no 
damned  carpet-bagger  should  bo  allowed  to  speak  there ;  that  was  about  the  sub- 
stance of  it.  Mr.  Cockrell,  who  has  been  l)eaten  since,  made  a  kmd  of  conciliatory 
speech  to  them,  trying  to  reconcdo  them,  but  they  would  not  hear  of  it.  In  1869  no 
violence  was  offered  to  me,  so  far  as  I  know.  But  I  heard  a  rumor,  I  could  not  say 
how  true  it  was,  that  a  negro  was  killed,  perhaps  in  February.  No  one  was  arrested 
for  it.  On  the  night  of  the  last  of  February,  perhaps,  a  negro  man  of  the  name  of 
Nelson  Harris  was  ordered  to  jail,  under  a  bond  of  a  thousand  dollars.  I  was  asked  to 
go  his  security,  and  would  have  done  so,  but  for  the  fact  that  I  thought  I  would  not 
be  safe  if  I  did  so.  The  deputy  sheriff  left  him  in  charge  of  a  constable.  My  house 
v»'as  about  two  hundred  or  three  hundretl  yards  from  where  he  was.  About  9  o'clock 
that  night  some  man  came  to  my  house  and  told  me  that  Nelson  Harris  was  taikeu  off. 
I  went  down  to  ascertain  the  particulars  about  it,  but  no  one  could  tell  mo  anything. 
That  same  night  a  man  by  the  name  of  Palmer  was  killed  in  Eutaw.  On  the  Monday 
fidlowing  they  had  an  investigation  of  the  killing  of  Nelson  Hanis.  He  was  carried 
about  three  miles  from  Union  and  castrated,  as  was  shown  by  the  parts  found,  and  he 
was  then  shot  aud  thrown  into  the  creek.  Palmer  was  a  democrat,  and  was  killed 
there  by  some  of  them  in  a  kind  of  lawless  melt^o.  The  morning  after  Harris  was 
killed  Sam.  Colvin,  a  negro  man,  informed  me  that  he  saw  a  man  put  Nels(m  Harris 
on  a  horse ;  but  when  ue  went  before  the  grand  Jury  he  did  not  know  anything 
about  it. 

Queaiion,  What  was  the  4iison  assi^ed  for  killing  Harris  f 

Anstrer.  They  said  ho  had  been  too  intimate  with  some  white  woman. 

Question.  Were  there  any  legal  proce^ings  consequent  upon  it  f 

Amwer.  Yes,  sur. 

Question.  Was  any  person  brought  to  justice  for  the  offense  f 

Answer.  For  killing  Harris  Y 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  no  one  was  arrest<)d. 

Question.  What  were  the  legal  proceedings  t 

Ansicer.  A  coroner's  jury  sat,  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  sheriff  himselC 
A  day  or  two  after  that,  perliaps  on  the  same  day,  I  issued  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of 
the  party  who  it  was  suppose<l  killed  Palmer.  I  think  they  knew  who  that  w^as^  H© 
waa  a  democrat,  by  the  by;.  1  suppose  that  had  something  tb  do  with  the  affidavit. 
On  the  19th  of  Dc^cember,  a  year  ago,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Sam.  Sno<ldy  was  at 
Union.  He  left  there,  between  8  and  9  o'clock,  to  go  home  on  foot.  The  next  morn- 
ing h  ^  was  found,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  there,  with  his  throat  cut  and  his  head 
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cut  nearly  off.  That  is  one  of  the  occmrences  I  know  of  myself.  On  that  day  and  the 
next  <lay  a  great  deal  of  investigation  was  made,  in  a  private  way.  I  started  for  Mo- 
bile on  Tuestlay ;  the  investigations  were  l»einff  made  on  Sunday  and  Monday.  I  do 
not  know  that  any  result  haa  been  arrived  at  wnen  I  went  away.  A  man  by  the  nam,^ 
of  Caldwell,  a  black  man,  with  whom  Snoddy  had  taken  a  cnp  of  C9ffee  after  he  kjt 
the  village  of  Union,  was  suspected  of  killing  him.  What  led  to  the  suspicion  wae, 
that  a  boy  named  Henry  Miller,  who  once  had  been  my  property,  had  reported  to  some 
one  that  he  saw  him  on  Sunday  washing  some  bloody  clothes.  They  wore  both  nr- 
resteil  and  bound  over.  They  got  out  of  jail  somehow.  Sara.  Colviii,  a  black  man, 
was  the  roputed  father  of  Sam.  Caldwell.  Sam.  Colvin  was  also  arrested  on  susj)iciou 
of  being  accessory  to  the  murder  of  Sara.  Snoddy.  It  is  said  (I  do  not  know  this  of 
*my  own  knowledge)  that  ho  had  said  to  some  one— 

Question.  Please  confine  your  testimony,  as  much  as  iK)6sit)le,  to  your  own  personal 
knowledge. 

Jmrwer.  Very  well.  At  any  rate,  after  tnese  men  got  out  of  jail — ^that  is,  Henry 
Miller  and  Sam.  Caldwell— Henry  was  found  dead  a  few  days  after  that;  Sam.  Cakl- 
well  was  never  found,  that  I  know  of.  Sam.  Colvin,  who  was  living  on  my  place,  was 
arrested,  and  a  young  man  who  was  in  my  employ  went  with  the  man  who  an-ested 
him.  The  young  man  who  was  clerking  with  me  left  about  9  o'clock.  The  next 
morning  Sam.  Colvin  was  found  hung  to  a  tree,  ahout  three  or  four  miles  from  there, 
with  sixteen  bullet-holes  in  him.  No  one  was  arrested  for  that.  This  l^riugsf  me  to 
March,  1870.  Mr.  Boyd,  my  nephew,  was  prosecuting  attorney  in  Eutaw.  On  the 
night  of  the  last  of  March  his  room  there  was  entered,  and  he  was  killed.  It  wus  said 
he  was. killed  because  he  said  he  had  found  out  who  killed  Sam.  Colvin.  In  fact,  in  a 
comnionication  to  me  he  informed  me  so.  James  Martin  was  also  killed  the  same  night, 
about  fourteen  or  tlfjteen  miles  above  Eutaw,  and  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of 
Union ;  he  was  a  colored  man.  James  Carpenter  Vas  killed  in  October,  1869,  perhaps ; 
nobody  was  prosecuted  for  killing  him;  he  was  a  democrat,  however,  and  was  sup- 
posed to  have  a  great  deal  of  money ;  I  presume  he  did  have.  Another  Carpenter  was 
Killed  in  1869.  iu-a  fracas  in  Clinton,  and  there  was  a  man  prosecuted  for  that. 

Question.  Was  he  convicted  f 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  think  he  is  tried  yet. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  The  trial  is  still  pending  t 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  those  are  all  the  murders  I  recollect  and  have  a  personal  knowledge 
of  J  I  have  heard  rumors  of  others. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Yon  have  mentioned  the  names  of  soTcral  persons  who  were  killed ;  was 
the  killiug  of  those  men  the  mere  acts  of  the  individuals  committing  the  crimes,  er 
were  they  traceable  to"  any  organization  for  the  purpose  of  ov.erthrowmg  or  defyii^ 
ibe  laws  T 

Avswer.  So  far  as  the  murder  of  Harris  was  concerned,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
about  five  or  six  persons  were  there  to  take  him  off.  The  parties  who  ha<l  him  in 
etiarge  said  those  persons  came  in  with  their  faces  blacked,  or  were  black  men.  As  to 
the  murder  of  Boyd,  I  was  not  there,  and,  of  course,  I  cannot  say  of  my  own  knowledge. 
Bnt  I  was  told  that  there  were  about  twenty-seven  disguised  men  in  Eutaw.  As  to  wie 
murder  of  Jim.  Martin,  which  was  on  the  same  night  with  that  of  Boyd,  the  man  at 
whose  house  Martin  lived,  and  who  run  off  to  save  Lis  own  life,  said  there  were  four  or 
five  men,  and  that  they  shot  at  him  several  times  as  he  run  out  of  his  house  when  they 
eame  up,  bnt  he  was  not  struck.  He  had  on  his  shirt  and  drawers,  I  snppose.  Nobody 
was  proiiecuted  for  any  of  these  murders,  except  tor  the  murder  of  Snoddy,  and  of  one 
of  the  Carpenters,  I  think. 

QmefUion.  What  was  the  reason  there  was  no  prosecution  against  any  of  the  others  f 

Answer.  I  am  not  able  to  tell  you,  except  one  thing,  and ,  that  I  do  not  know  to  be 
true ;  the  want  of  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  oflficiafe  there  to  discharge  their  duties. 
I  know  if  I  had  been  probate  judge  there  at  that  time,  there  would  have  been  prose- 
cations  against  them  of  some  Kind. 

Qttestion.  Was  there  any  lack  of  disposition  in  the  courts  to  proceed,  where  the  cas^s 
were  bron^t  before  them  t 

Amtwtr.  There  is  one  circnmstance  I  have  not  told  you :  in  October  or  November, 
1869, 1  was  up  there  attending  court,  and  one  of  these  men,  who  had  been  suspected  of 
this  kind  of  thing,  came  to  my  store  and  commenced  denouncing  me ;  I  told  him  he 
was  as  j^ilty  as  1  was.  He  was  a  much  larger  man  than  I  am,  and  came  up  to  me 
aod  sitnck  me  two  or  three  times,  and  knocked  me  on  the  counter.  I  made  a  report  of 
it  to  the  grand  jury  myself;  and  I  know  of  two  other  witnesses  who  went  in  and  said 
tiiey  swore  to  it. 

iluestion.  What  is  the  general  state  of  security  for  person  and  property  in  the  county 
of  wlikih  you  have  been  speaking  f  We  desire  to  ascertain  more  particularly  the  stato 
of  UiiBgs  existhig  at  this  time. 
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Answer.  Of  course,  I  am  not  mucli  there  now,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  I  ought  to 
tell  you  what  I  do  not  know  personally. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Did  all  those  murders  of  which  you  have  spoken  occur  in  the  same  couuty  ? 
Answeri.  Yes,  Sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  What  is  the  distance  from  Mohile  to  Greene  Couuty  f 

Answer.  About  one  hundred  and  ninety  miles ;  perhaps  one  hundred  and  eig^hty  miles 
to  Eutaw.  I  call  it  about  one  hundred  and  ninety  miles  to  my  place,  which  is  ten  or 
twelve  miles  above  Eutaw. 

By  the  Chairman  :• 

Queaiion.  Have  you  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  state  of  things  in  that  county  now, 
to  be  able  to  speak  of  the  degree  of  security  for  person  and  property  at  this  time  f 

Anptver.  I  do  not  know  that  1  have,  only  from  information  and  a  little  occurrence 
that  happened  in  my  presence  and  to  myself  I  will  go  back  again  until  August  or 
September,  1869.  My  family  had  not  moved  down  to  Mobile  at  that  time ;  I  went  up 
to  make  some  settlements  in  the  probate  court  that  I  had  to  make  as  administrator, 
and  to  take  my  family  do\vn.  Ou  the  Tuesday  night  that  I  was  up  there,  there  was  a 
cr<*wd  of  men  about  my  place  ;  I  heard  them  cursing  and  threatening  to  shoot ;  I  did 
not  get  up  at  all,  but  I  heard  my  name  mentioned ;  and  some  black  men  afterwanl 
told  me  that  they  were  disguised. 

Question.  That  was  in  1801)  ? 

Auswer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  am  coming  now  to  1870.  I  happened  to  be  at  Eutaw  at  a 
uicr ting  that  WJ1.S  advertised  by  thQ  republicans  to  discuss  politics;  Senator  Warner, 
ex-Governor  Parsons,  Governor  Smith,  and,  if  there  was  room,  perhaps  Major  Hays 
was  to  have  addressed  tlie  meeting;  the  lirst  three  I  am  certain  aoout,  the  other  I  a"m 
not  so  sure  alnmt.  1  went  there  about  10  o'clock  in  the  day ;  soon  after  I  ffot  there,  it 
wa«  suggested,  either  by  myself,  Judge  Davis,  Sam  Brown,  Sam  Cockerill,  or  Major 
Plays,  fur  we  were  all  tojjjether,  and  1  cannot  say  positively  which  one  the  suggestion 
came  from,  that  some  one  should  go  and  see  one  of  the  leading  conservative  men  there, 
and  arrange  some  manner  of  holding  a  discussion.    The  democrats  hjul  advertised  a 

meeting  at  the  same  time  and  place.    I  went  with  Mr.  Brown  to  see  Dr. ,.and  he 

sjiid  he  ha<l  no  control  over  the  matter,  but  would  mention  it  to  the  democratic  club 
there.  After  some.ti^le  he  said  tho  democratic  club  would  receive  a  communication  in 
writing  from  us ;  I  wrote  the  communication  myself,  and  it  was  substantially  this: 

"  To  the  President  of  the  Democratic  Club : 

**  We  propose  to  appoint  a  committee  of  two  to  confer  with  a  committee  on  your  part 
%f  two,  to  arrange  terms  of  discustiion  to-day." 

That  was  signed  by  William  Miller,  Charles  Hays,  and  Sara  Cockerill.  That  was 
handed  at  once  to  Mr.  Morgan,  who,  I  found  out  afterward,  wxis  the  president  of  the 
democratic  club.  Mi*.  J.  J.  Jolly  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Pierce  were  appointecl  a  committee  to 
meet  us  in  the  ofiSce  of  the  circuit  clerk  of  the  county.  Their  reply  was  substantlaUy 
that  the  committee  appointed  by  the  democratic  party  of  Greeue  Couuty  dechued  to 
make  any  arrangement  for  a  discussion,  believing  that  the  issues  as  to  men  or  me-as- 
ures  in  that  canvass  were  not  debatable.  About  that  time  the  denjocrats  commenced 
their  discussion  on  the  north  side  of  the  court-house,  on  the  fence  of  the  public  square, 
which  is,  perhaps,  twenty  yards  from  the  coiuirhouse,  on  some  steps  to  pass  over  the 
fence.  1  remarked  then  that  if  there  was  to  be  any  discussion  it  would  be  as  well  to 
commence  and  determine  where  they  would  begin,  and  a  box  was  put  out  on  the  south 
side  of  the  court-house. 

Question.  While  you  were  conferring  about  holding  a  joint  discussion,  the  democrats, 
met  and  organizea  their  meeting  separately  for  speaking;  but  not  for  a  joint  discus- 
Eeon.  • 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  separate  meeting,  but  not  for  a  joint  discussion.  In  perhaps 
twenty  minutes  aft^r  that,  perhaps  a  little  longer.  Senator  Warner  cominenc^l  his 
si>eech.  I  had  been  called  over  to  the  tavern  on  some  business,  in  the  internal  revenue 
collector's  office,  perhaps.  I  came  back  through  the  aisle  of  the  court-house,  which 
was  fuU  of  young  men  whom  I  did  not  know.  My  hat  was  tipped  up  and  knocked 
about  as  I  parsed  along  through  the  aisle.  I  got  to  the  circuit  clerk's  office  and  luit 
down  where  I  could  see  and  hear  Senator  Warner  through  the  window. 

Question.  How  near  was  the  meeting  he  was  addressing  to  tho  other  meeting  f 

Ansi'.tr.  The  court-house  was  sixty  or  eighty  feet  wide,  1  should  think;  the  two 
meetings  were,  perhaps,  one  hundred  and  fiuy  teet  from  each  other. 

Question,  One  meeting  was  on  one  side  of  the  court-house,  and  the  other  was  on  the 
3ther  side. 

Anstrer,  Yes,  sir.    There  was  a  considerably  noisy  and  turbulent  spirit  manifested 
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dnrinpr  Senator  Warner's  speech,  and  he  was  very  often  intcrrnpted  and  ordered  to  go 
back  where  he  came  from.  Some  said  they  did  not  want  any  damned  cariiet-bagger 
there,  and  called  him  a  damned  liar  a  great  many  times,  I  could  not  say  how  many. 
He  finished  his  speech,  however,  and  then  Governor  Parsons  commenced  to  speak.  I 
remained  there  about  an  hour,  when  I  cauffht  sight  of  Major  Clark,  whom  I  liad  gone 
down  there  to  see  mainly  on  that  particular  day.  He  told  me  that  wu  could  not  t\\ 
our  business,  and  I  then  remarked  tnat  I  would  go  home.  I  really  thought  the  discus- 
sion was  about  over.  Immediately  Governor  Parsons  commenced  speaking  the  demo- 
crats a^Uoumed  their  meeting  altogether,  and  the  bulk  of  them  Avent  around  on  the 
other  sicle  of  the  court-house. 

Queslum.  Were  you  there  when  the  disturbances  commenced  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not.  Iwas  going  on  to  tell  you  that  I  left  there  about  half  past  2 
o^clock,  I  guess;  went  to  the  tavern  and  paid  my  bill,  and  went  down  to  the  stable 
and  ordered  my  horse  put  in  my  buggy.  I  had  inst  got  in  my  buggy  when  I  heard  the 
firing  commence,  and  my  horse  took  a  notion  that  he  would  go  a  little  fasteV  than  I 
waa  used  to,  and  it  took  me  some  little  time  to  stop  him. 

QmiUon.  Did  you  see  the  firing  ? 

Amiicer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not.  I  was  there  again  in  a  few  days,  but  no  attack  was  made 
a^inst  melhen.  I  went  there  agsiin  about  the  last  of  November,  or  the  first  of  De- 
cember. I  ^t  down  to  Eu taw  on  Sunday  night  and  staid  all  night,  and  then  went 
down  to  Finch's  Ferry  to  my  place.  I  was  told  on  the  way,  by  a  friend  of  mine,  that 
I  had  better  look  out.  I  said,  "  I  apprehend  there  is  no  danger  here  now."  About  12 
o'clock  Mr.  Smith  and  myself,  Mr.  ^mith  was  then  superintendent  of  schools  in  Greene 
County,  and  had  an  order  from  the  State  auditor  upon  the  tax  collector  of  Greene 
County  for  about  $3,700.  That  was  put  in  my  hands.  It  was  about  this  time  that  the 
assault  waa  made  upon  Mr.  Burton,  1  presume?  I  had  seen  my  wagon  pass  with  some 
baggage  toward  the  dex>ot ;  when  it  had  got  about  three  hundred  yards  from  the  court- 
house, I  started  with  a  heavy  valise,  an  overcoat,  a  shawl,  a  walking-stick,  an  um- 
brella, and  a  large  bundle  of  fiowers;  I  know  I  thought  I  had  all  the  bundles  I  could  possi- 
bly manage  to  carry.  I  thought  I  heard  some  man  coming,  and  I  cast  my  eyes 
around  and  saw  a  man  by  the  name  of  Eeyuolds.  He  was  up  very  close  to 
me,  and  as  he  came  on  he  said,  "  You  God  damned  old  rascal."  Just  about  that  time 
his  stick,  a  hickory  stick,  about  as  thick  as  my  thumb,  came  down  upon  my  shoulder 
with  such  force  that,  with  the  load  I  was  carrying,  I  was  nearly  thrown  off  the  side- 
walk. He  followed  up  that  blow  with  others.  I  tliought  there  were  four  altogether, 
but  afterward  I  found  five  marks.  He  said,  "  God  damn  you,  if  you  ever  tell  of  this  I 
will  kill  you."  There  were  several  there  who  saw  it  all.  I  went  down  to  the  depAt 
and  got  on  the  cars  and  went  away,  and  did  not  know  that  Mr.  Burton  was  hurt  till 
sometime  after  I  got  down  to  Mobile. 

Question,  Was  this  assault  upon  you  because  of  your  political  opinions,  or  was  it 
merely  the  act  of  a  violent  and  lawlelss-man  T 

Ansicer,  Mr.  Reynolds,  while  he  was  striking  me  said,  **  You  told  Reuben  Weav«r 
that  I  tipped  your  hat."  I  did  tell  Reuben  Weaver  so,  and  I  tell  you  now,  to  tTie  best 
of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  he  did  do  it. 

Question*  And  this  assault  upon  yon  was  on  the  ground  that  you  had  made  that 
statement  about  tipping  your  hat  f 

Ansujer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  the  tipping  the  hat  was  before  that. 

Quesiion,  Was  it  from  the  surging  of  the  crowd  ? 

Anmcer,  There  was  no  surging  at  all.  There  was  plenty  of  room,  but  considerable 
disposition  not  to  let  a  repiiblicau  pass. 

Qu€*dUm,  Did  you  institute  any  legal  proceedings  against  him  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Why  nott 

Answer.  I  did  not  think  I  would  be  allowwl  to  go  to  Eutaw,  where  I  had  considerable 
business,  if  I  did  so.  I  still  have  some  business  there  to  attend  to.  I  did  not  go  thcra 
two  or  tnree  weeks  ago,  when  I  had  a  little  case  in  court,  but  let  it  go  by  default,  be- 
lieving that  it  would  not  be  safe  for  me  to  go  there. 

QuesH&n.  What  was  there  to  justify  such  a  belief  ? 

Answer.  The  fact  that  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Cockrell  can  be  beaten  on  a  steamboat, 
without  any  protection ;  the  fact  that  Mr.  Burton  was  knocked  down^ud  left  for  dead, 
•8  tbey  thought;  the  fact  of  this  unprovoked  assault  upon  myself;  the  fact  of  the 
assault  on  me  the  year  before,  and  that  I  went  before  the  grand  Jury  and  could  get  no 
redress. 

Question.  You  give  those  facts  as  justifying  the  apprehension  that  you  could  not, 
with  safety,  go  to  Eutaw  and  institute  a  prosecution  f 

Answer.  I  dare  say  I  eould  go  there  and  institute  proceedings,  but  attending  to  it 
would  be  another  tfadng.  « 

Question.  Have  you  attempted  in  any  instance  to  institute  a  prosecution  for  ofienses 
of  the  character  you  have  mentioned Y 

Answer.  Ouly  in  the  Richardson  matter. 
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Question,  Your  account  has  now  come  down  to  October  or  November,  1870. 

Answer,  Till  December,  1870. 

Question,  Have  you  since  then  been  in  Greene  County  Y 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question,  What  is  the  condition  of  thin^  there  now  f 

Answer.  I  was  there  in  December  last,  1  was  there  in  January  last,  and  I  was  there 
on  the  6th  day  of  March  last.    I  was  not  assaulted  either  of  those  times. 

Question.  Is  there  now  any  disturbance  of  the  public  peace  in  Greene  County  by  law- 
less men,  or  has  there  been  since  January,  1871  f 

Answer,  None  to  my  knowledge.  I  have  h^re  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cockrell,  which  I 
received  last  night. 

Question,  He  gives  you  an  account  of  facts  within  his  kno  tr ledge  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  need  not  read  the  letter.  Have  you  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  state 
of  aiiaifs  now  iu  that  community  to  enable  you*  to  state  whether  life,  liberty,  and  pro- 
perty are  secure  with  the  present  administration  of  the  laws  f 

Answer.  Only  from  hearsay.  I  am  satisfied  that  I  can  go  there,  if  I  would  not  say  a 
word  to  any  one,  and  should  not  meet  one  of  two,  or  three,  or  four  rowdies,  and  I  might 
pass  along  safely.  But  I  am  satisfied  if  I  was  to  meet  any  one  of  them  I  would  not  be 
safe. 

Question.  When  you  speak  of  "  rowdies  "  do  you  refer  merely  to  persons  of  a  lawless 
disposition,  who  would  assail  anybody  where  there  .was  sufficient  motive  for  itf 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  think  tliey  would  assail  anybody  but  a  republican. 

Question.  Are  we  to  understand  you  as  wishing  to  convey  the  idea  that  these  assaults 
an<l  murdei-s  of  which  you  have  spoken  have  arisen  out  of  political  causes  f 

Answer.  I  think  the  bulk  of  them  have ;  some  of  them  I  dare  say  have  not. 

Question.  Has  the  passage  of  the  bill  fgr  the  punishment  of  these  unlawful  assem- 
blages had  any  eftect  yet,  to  your  knowledge? 

Answer,  I  have  no  knowledge  of  what  the  effect  has  been  there ;  none  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  For  what  ofiense  was  Snoddy  killed  f 

Answer.  He  was  not  a  republican ;  ho  was  one  man  killed  not  for  political  effect. 

Question.  It  was  supposed  that  he  was  killed  by  Caldwell  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  supposed  to  have  been  killed  for  some  money  he  had. 

Question.  Miller  and  Caldwell,  who  killed  him,  were  negroes  f 

Answer.  They  were  negroes.  The  idea  seemed  to  come  out  in  the  testimony  that 
Caldwell  was  alone  in  the  killing,  but  that  Miller  knew  of  it,  and  tried  to  get  him  away. 

Question.  He  was  killed,  it  was  supposed,  for  his  money  f 

Answer.  That  is  what  the  idea  was  at  that  time. 

Question,  Those  men  who  killed  him  were  afterward  killed  themselves  t 

Answer,  They  werci  got  out  of  jail  somehow,  after  they  were  bound  over  and  pat  in 
Jail. 

Question.  Did  they  escape  t 

Answer.  Henry  Miller  did  not  escape. 

Question.  How  did  they  get  out  f 

Answer,  That  is  a  question  I  am  not  able  to  answer. 

Question.  They  got  out  somehow  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Aud  were  afterward  killed  f 

Answer,  Miller  was  killed;  Caldwell  has  not  been  heard  of  since. 

Question.  Was  it  sux)posed  that  they  were  killed  because  of  their  murder  of  Snoddy  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Snoddy  was  a  democrat  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  These  others  were  negroes  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  By  whom  were  they  killed  ?    Was  there  any  suspicion  upon  any  peisen  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  great  deal  of  suspicion. 

Question,  Who  were  suspected. 

Anstosr,  There  was  a  youn^  man  who  was  at  my  store,  who  said  he  left  Sam  Colvia 
aud  Henry  Miller  at  two  difierent  times,  within  two  or  three  days  of  each  otkcr,  though, 
iu  the  hands  of  a  man  of  the  name  of  McGraw,  who  was  a  constable,  and  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Kyle. 

Question.  Tou  say  Caldwell  was  never  beard  oft 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  was  a  skeleton  fouud  in  the'nsigliborbood  supposed  to  be  bis. 

Question.  When  last  s^n  ho  was  in  the  hands  of  an  officer  of  the  law  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Well,  Miller  was. 

Answei\  Not  in  the  hands  of  an  officer  of  the  law. 
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QuaiUm.  In  the  hands  of  a  constable  f 

Answer.  He  was  a  constable,  but  did  not  pretend  to  be  after  them  as  a  law  ofiSoer 
at  all. 

QuesUon.  What  did  he  pretend  to  be  t 

Anmver.  Jnst  as  the  others  were.  One  man  of  the  name  of  John  Brown  presented  a 
pistol  to  the  negro  man,  Henry  Miller,  and  said,  ^^  I  would  like  to  kill  you— just  shoo6 
yon  oif  that  block/'    Miller  was  then  under  bond,  but  was  out  of  jail  somehow. 

Qu€8tioiu  You  do  not  know  how  he  got  out  of  jail  f 

Ansirer.  No,  sir:  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question,  How  do  you  suppose  he  |^ot  outt 

The  Witness.  Would  that  be  testimony  1 

Mr.  Blair.  As  much  as  the  balance  of  it. 

The  WriNESS.  I  think  I  have  told  some  things  I  know. 

The  Chairman.  If  General  Blair  wants  an  answer  to  his  question,  yon  can  give  it. 

The  Witness.  Well,  my  impression  is,  that  he  got  out  through  the  agency  of  men 
who  did  not  want  to  allow  him  to  come  to  trial. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

QttestUm,  If  it  was  supposed  that  they  were  guilty  of  the  murder  of  Snoddy,  and 
those  men  wanted  them  killed  for  it,  why  should  they  not  be  just  as  willing  to  have 
them  hung  by  process  of  the  law  f 

Ansicer.That  would  not  gratify  their  feeling  of  revenge  as  well,  and  at  the  same 
time  they  might  not  be  hanged  by  operation  of  the  law.  They  could  not  have  hung 
moire  than  one  of  them.  Tl^y  certainly  would  not  have  hanged  a  man  for  merely 
helping  another  to  get  away  after  committing  the  murder. 

Question.  Who  was  this  man  Harris  of  whom  yon  have  spoken  f 

Ansirer.  He  was  a  negro  mafl  who  had  been  prominent  in  the  Union  League  when  it 
got  about  there  in  1867 ;  he  was  put  in  jail  in  1667,  with  a  great  many  others,  for  what 
they  called  in  that  country  a  violation  of  the  Sabbath ;  he  was  bailed  out  by  myself 
and  others,  as  being  a  man  that  it  would  do  to  trust ;  he  was  never  brought  to  trial 
for  it,  though — the  offense  was  so  frivolous. 

Question.  Mr.  Boyd,  you  say,  was  prosecuting  attorney  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  killed  in  his  own  house  f 

Ansioer.  He  was  killed  in  the  tavern  where  he  boarded;  he  was  a  young  man,  and 
had  no  house  of  his  own. 

<lttesHon.  Was  he  a  very  vigorous  prosecutor  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir ;  he  was  a  man  who  did  his  duty  faithfully  and  honestly — ^a  man 
above  reproa<?n. 

Question.  Was  it  known  by  whom  be  was  killed  f 

Answer.  It  never  came  out. 

Qtusiion.  Never  came  out  judicially  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  attempt  to  bring  the  parties  to  justice'? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  attempt  was  made ;  I  know  I  would  not  have  made  the 
attempt  for  any  amount  of  money.  A  month  or  six  weehs  after  he  was  killed,  when  I 
went  up  there  to  take  charge  of  his  effects,  some  of  my  friends— democrats — advised 
me  that  it  would  not  near  do  for  me  to  go  to  Eutaw  to  take  charge  of  his  effects.  He 
was  a  nephew  of  mine ;  I  was  the  only  near  relative  he  had  there ;  he  was  bom  in 
South  Cai-oHua,but  was  raised  in  Greene  County.  I  would  not  go  any  sooner  than  I 
did.  for  the  love  of  life.  He  was  killed  on  the  last  of  February  or  the  first  of  March, 
ana  I  did  not  go  there  until  near  the  first  of  May. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  You  say  that  yonr  information  is  that  things  are  pretty  quiet  up  there  now. 
Why  do  you  not  commence  a  prosecution  now  f 

Answer.  For  the  very  reason  that  if  I  were  to  commence  a  prosecution  there  now,  I 
would  not  be  allowed  to  get  away  from  there. 

Question.  That  is  merely  your  opinion  f 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  opinion  now. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Que$Hon.  What  is  the  political  complexion  of  Greene  County  t 

Answer,  The  last  vote  showed  a  ipi^ority  of  democratio  votes  there.    At  thtj  preii- 
dential  election  in  1868,  there  was  somethinfi^  like  2,200  mi^orl^  fbr  the  repuluicaoi 
tirtj.    Ib  1869,  when  M^jor  Hays  was  elected  to  Congress,  there  was  a  still  larger 
makiritv.    But  the  vote  was  very  much  smaller  last  year. 
^pMifum.  You  mean  the  whole  vote  cast? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  demooratie  vote  was  very  largely  ineroased. 
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By  Mr.  Vak  Trump  : 

Question,  What  proportion  of  the  population  of  that  county  are  negroes  f 
Answer.  A  large  nisgority  in  that  county  are  colored  voters,  when  they  come  out  and 
vote.  But  a  great  many  of  xhem  told  me  last  fall,  two  or  three  days  before  the  elec- 
tion, that  they  would  not  vote ;  that  they  could  not  vote,  that  they  dai'e  not  vote ;  and 
while  I  myself  gave  out  thirty-five  tickets  to  parties  who  lived  in  my  immediate 
vicinity,  and  mostly  on  ray  land,  there  were  but  six  of  the  tickets  found  in  the  box: 
where  they  voted.  In  the  presidential  election  in  1868, 1  passed  out  tlie  great  majority 
of  the  republican  tickets  for  four  counties  j  at  one  time  there  were  about  five  to  two 
negroes  there,  but  I  do  not  think  there  are  that  many  now.  I  should  think  now  there 
are  about  four  blacks  to  three  whites. 

Question.  Are  there  many  colored  Union  leagues  in  that  county  t 
Anmcer,  1  did  not  know  of  a  colored  Union  league  in  that  county,  that  there  were 
not  some  white  men  in. 

Question.  Are  there  any  Union  leagues  with  a  considerable  proportion  of  negroes 
in  them  1 

Answer.  There  were  in  1867;  they  have  been  abandoned  now,  so  far  as  I  know.  I 
did  know  sdmething  about  them  in  1867  and  1868. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  speak  of  certain  leading  democrats  in  town  advising  you  to  not  to  go 
there  aft-er  your  nephew  was  killed.  State  who  they  were,  and  the  reason  for  such 
advice  to  you. 

Anstcer.  One  was  Philip  Schoffert  j  another  was  a  Mr.  Cavanaugh,  a  preacher,  who 
now  lives  in  Kentucky. 

Question.  "What  reason  did  they  give  you  for  that  advice  t 

Aiistver.  The  reason  Mr.  Cavanaugh  gave  jn  his  long  letter  about  it  was,  that  he  did 
not  think  I  could  possibly  get  away  from  there.  Ho  said  that  his  father-in-law,  a 
democrat,  and  a  good  friend  of  mine,  advised  him  to  t«ll  me  not  to  come  up  there. 

Question.  Is  there  any  open  and  avowed  determination  there  to  prevent  the  expresejoa 
of  political  sentiments  on  either  side  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  open  and  avowed  determination,  unless  it 
is  to  say  that  a  republican  shall  not  make  a  speech  there,  or  when  he  goes  to  make  a 
speech,  to  have  him  ;)ssaulted  tind  harassed. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  any  such  statements  as  that  made  there  f 

Ajiswer.  I  have  not  heard  the  statement  from  any  leading  democrat.  I  have  a  g^eat 
many  times  heard  black  men  say  that  they  heard  men  say  that  no  republican  should 
make  a  speech  in  l^utaw.  About  the  last  of  April  last,  a  delegation  asu^e  down  from 
Eutaw,  with  the  Eutaw  rioters;  and  they  insisted  that  I  should  go  to  the  district 
attorney  and  use  my  influence  to  get  the  prosecution  set  aside. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  You  refer  to  the  rioters  at  the  joint  meeting  last  fall  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Had  they  been  brought  in  court  f 

Answer.  Some  of  them  were  aiTested,  and  under  bond  to  appear  before  the  United 
States  district  court  at  Mobile,  and  a  great  many  came  down  with  them  as  witnesses. 
Several  of  those  gentlemen  called  on  me,  and  asked  me  to  go  to  the  district  attorney 
and  urge  him  to  drop  the  whole  thing. 

Question.  This  was  at  Mobile  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  in  April  last.  I  talked  to  them  moderately,  and  kindly  aa 
I  could,  and  told  them  I  had  no  revenge  to  inflict  on  any  one  for  the  past,  but  I 
should  expect  real  security  for  the  future.  I  said, ''  Now,  gentlemen,  you  let  me  go  to 
Eutaw  and  make  a  republican  speech  when  I  please,  and  I  cannot  tell  what  I  will  do 
for  you.''    And  every  one  said  they  could  not  arrange  any  such  thing  for  me. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : ' 

Question.  Was  that  on  account  of  any  peculiar  hostility  to  you  personally  t 

Answer.  I  say  mo  or  any  other  republican ;  allow  me  to  do  it,  or  Major  Hays,  or  any 
other  republican. 

Question.  Did  they  say  so  t 

Answer.  They  said,  "  We  cannot  guarantee  you  atfy  euoh  thing." 

Question.  They  meant  yon  personally? 

Anstrer.  They  meant  that  they  conld  not  guarantee  any  republican  to  go  there  and 
make  a  speech.  And  yet  these  men  say  they  are  opposed  to  all  such  thin^.  I  think 
I  speak  advisedly  when  I  say  that  a  large  majority  of  the  wealthy,  inteuigent,  and 
influential  people  of  Greene  County  are  opposed  to  all  this  thing. 

Question.  Democrats  and  republiouisf 
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Answer,  As  to  republicanism,  excopt  among  the  black  men,  that  is  abont  ont  tnere. 
President  Grant  did  not  get  but  eleven  white  votes  there  when  he  was  elected,  and  he 
wonld  not  ^t  that  many  now,  because  the  few  white  republicans  that  were  there  then 
have  been  Killed  or  have  gone  off. 

Bj  the  Chairman: 

Question »  Can  a  republican  there  express  his  sentiments  openly  in  conversation,  or  in 
a  publie  meeting,  and  do  so  with  safety  t 

Anstper.  I  do  not  think  he  can. 

Question.  Is  that  owin^  to  the  existence  of  a  small  minority  of  lawless  and  riotous 
persons  in  that  community  t 

Jfi^tccr.  I  think  so. 

Qneation.  Then  if  that  be  the  case,  and  if  a  large  majority  there  are  opposed  to  this 
lawless  conduct 

Answer,  I  say  a  largo  majority  in  point  of  intelligence,  not  in  point  of  numbers. 

Question.  Very  well;  if  a  large  majority  of  the  intelligent  white  people  are  opposed 
to  that,  why  cannot  you  secure  justice  in  the  courts  against  those  lawless  and  riotous 
persons  f  • 

Answer,  Perhaps  I  could  not  answer  that  better  than  by  giving  you  the  answer  that 
was  once  given  to  me,  "  It  would  ruin  our  business." 

Quesiion.  I  do  not  know  that  I  understand  your  answer  ftilly. 

Answer,  Well,  suppone  that  I  am  a  merchant  or  a  lawyer  there  ;  I  depend  upon  pub- 
lic patronage  for  my  business  and  livelihood ;  if  I  should  take  a  stand  that  would  per- 
haps bring  some  of  these  people  to  punishment,  a  hue  and  cry  would  be  raised  against 
me,  and  I  would  not  be  supported  in  my  business. 

Question.  Do  you  mean,  then,  that  prominent  men  engaged  in  business  will  not  take 
a  stand  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  these  people  to  punishment  f 

Answer,  I  say  exactly  that. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Qmestion,  For  fear  of  loss  of  business  f 
Answer,  Yes,  and  of  being  ostracized. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  scourgings  and  whippings  there  f 

Answer,  1  have  heard  of  a  great  many ;  I  know  of  none  i)er8on»lly. 

Qnesiion,  Of  what  character  f  « 

Answer,  Taking  both  men  and  women  out  of  their  houses  at  night  and  whipping 
Uiem.  I  know  one  black  man  was  taken  out  of  his  house  on  my  plantation  last  Octo- 
ber. I  saw  him  a  day  or  ti^-^o  afterward ;  he  had  been  so  abused  that  he  was  not  able 
to  work  for  three  weeks.  He  said  it  was  by  disguised  men.  It  was  not  more  than  half 
a  mile  from  Union. 

Question,  Is  there  any  organization  in  that  county  of  men  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
going  about  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  any  such  organization ;  report  says  there 
is,  and  their  acts  would  seem  to  indicate  it. 

Question,  What  actsf 

Answer.  The  killing  of  Boyd,  for  one  thing.  Mr.  Cleveland  and  the  clerk  of  the  tav- 
ern said  there  was  a  Targe  company  of  disguised  men  who  came  there  and  killed  Boyd. 

Question.  Mr.  Boyd  was  the  prosecuting  attorney  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  he  was  killed  in  his  room  by  disguised  men. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  parades  in  the  county  of  disguised  men  ? 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  a  great  many ;  I  never  saw  one.  I  believe,  in  August,  1869, 
there  was  a  raid  of  disguised  men  about  Union ;  I  did  not  get  out  of  my  bed  to  see 
them. 

QuesUon.  What  is  that  organization  called? 

Answer.  Eu-Klux,  or  White  Brotherhood. 

(luestion.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  an  organization  called  the  Constitutional  Union 
Guards  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  such  a  name  as  that  is  current  among  the  people ;  if  it 
is,  I  do  not  know  it. 

(luesHon.  I>o  you  mean  to  say  that  the  reason  why  it  is  now  unsafe  for  you  in  that 
county  is  that  these  violations  of  the  law  can  take  place  and  no  prosecutions  follow  f 

Aaswer.  That  is  the  reason  it  is  unsafe,  I  think.  • 

Questiom.  And  no  prosecution  can  follow,  because  any  man  who  attempts  it  wonld 
become  an  object  of  vengeance  f 

Answer,  Just  as  Mr.  CookreU  was  when  coming  back  Arom  Mobile. 

Qmestion.  And  in  that  way  there  is  terrorism  to  such  an  extent  as  to  prevent  the  due 
exeontion  of  Ae  law  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir ;  I  think  that  sums  it  up  exactly. 

Questimu  What  is  the  political  character  at  present  of  tho  county  officen  f 
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Annoer,  They  are  all  democratA,  except  the  probate  Jud^. 

Question,  You  have  said  that  colored  men  were  put  in  jail  for  violating  the  Sabbath! 

Answer,  Tee,  sir ;  in  1867. 

Question,  But  no  white  man  haa  been  prosecuted  for  whipping,  committing  mur- 
der, &c  t 

Answer,  No,  sir;  there  were  bills  found  by  the  grand  jury  last  fall  ajs^iust  some 
colored  men  for  this  Eutaw  riot.  Although,  as  I  hare  been  told,  some  fortv  or  fifty 
colored  men  were  wounded  in  that  riot,  and  some  were  killed,  while  not  a  white  man 
got  a  scratch ;  yet  some  negroes  were  prosecuted  for  the  riot,  out  not  a  white  man. 

Question,  How  many  were  killed  T 

Answ€r,  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge  that  any  were  killed. 

Question,  How  many  were  wounded! 

Answer,  I  heard  that  some  forty  or  more  were  wounded. 

Question,  Gun  shot  wounds! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  All  black  men  ! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Jlr.  CoBURN : 

Question.  How  soon  after  the  riot  did  you  see  them  ! 

Answer,  I  went  down  on  Thursday  and  returned  in  a  few  days ;  I  was  there  on  the 
Monday  after  that;  I  think  I  came  oaok  on  Saturday.  The  riot  was  on  a  Tuesday,  and 
on  the  Monday  after  I  saw  some  of  the  wounded  men :  perhaps  six  days  after  the  riot: 
I  believe  I  saw  one  or  two  on  Thursday,  two  days  afterward,  aa  I  passed  down;  ana 
I  saw  several  while  I  was  at  court  several  days  after  that;  the  court  commenced  there 
on  the  Monday  after  the  riot. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  former  republican  majority  of  two  thou- 
sand in  .Greene  County  had  been  reduced  jtill  there  was  a  migority  on  the  other  side.   • 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  said  so. 

Question,  Was  tliat  a  consequence  or  result  of  these  proceedings  ! 

Answer.  If  you  want  my  opinion  I  will  say  that  it  is  my  opinion  unhesitatingly  that 
it  was  the  result  of  the  terror  and  Intimidation  brought  to  bear  against  the  voters. 

By  Mr.  Van  Tkump  : 

Question,  Ii^in  your  opinion,  there  was  so  much  terrorism  there,  and  you  felt  the 
danger,  how  came  it  that  yon  were  one  of  the  gentlemen  to  propose  a  joint  discu^ion 
in  such  violent  times  ? 

Answer.  From  the  first  notice  I  had  of  the  advertisement  I  apprehended  a  riot  and 
tronble.  I  conversed  with  a  great  man^  sensible  men  who  thought  the  same  thh]|^. 
Hence,  in  order  to  avoid  any  uiSiculty,  if  possible,  I  proposed  that  both  sides  shouM 
agree  to  keep  the  peace  and  make  a  joint  discussion:  that  each  party  for  themselves 
should  agree  that  their  party  should  not  commence  tne  riot,  and  let  both  parties  take 
part  in  the  discussion. 

Question.  Have  you  been  much  in  the  Northern  States  ! 

Answer.  I  have  not.  • 

Question,  You  do  not  know  then  that  such  things  occur  in  the  North  very  frequently, 
one  party  preventing  another  party  from  holding  their  meetings  peaceably  ! 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  any  tiling  of  the  way  jioUtics  are  managed  in  the  North,  I 
never  have  been  in  the  North  more  than  a  few  days  at  a  time. 

Questian.  Who  first  advertised  a  meeting  to  bo  held  at  Eutaw! 

Ansuer,  The  republicans ;  their  advertisement  was  some  eight  days  old,  I  presume, 
when  the  other  appeared. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  Is  that  the  nsual  mode  of  having  political  discussions  in  Alabama,  to  have 
joint  discussions! 

Answer.  That  was  invariably  the  course  before  tho  war;  political  opponents  would 
meet  and  discuss  questions  before  the  people. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Questitnu  Did  the  republican  advertisement  state  where  your  meetingwasto^heldt 
Answer.  In  Eutaw.  ^ 

Quesiknu  Did  it  mention  the  place  of  meeting  f  n  Eutaw  f 
Answer,  It  did  not. 

Question,  Where  was  the  usual  place  for  holding  such  010^11^8^ 
Answer,  When  the  meeting  is  not  expected  to  be  a  very  burse  one,  the  usual  plao^  is 
in  the  court-house ;  when  it  is  to  be  very  large,  then  it  would  be  hcM  In  the  grounds 
acUoining  the  court-house,  or  in  some  grove,  the  place  to  be  selected  whsu  ^6  ttosiitig 
assembled. 
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QueBHon.  When  a  meeting  ia  advertdsed  to  be  held  in  Entaw,  what  place  is  nnder- 
stoodf 

Answer,  As  a  general  thing  the  oonrt-hoose,  unless  it  is  fonnd  the  oonrt-honse  is  not 
large  enoagh  to  contain  the  audience,  when  some  other  place  is  selected ;  except  in  the 
case  of  a  large  harbacue,  or  something  of  that  kind,  when  some  other  place  is  named 
in  the  advertisement. 

Becalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 

QuetHan.  I  understand  thai  joa  desire  to  make  some  statement  to  the  committee 
•oncemiuK  yourself  as  a  property  holder.    Tou  can  make  that  statement  now. 

Anmoer,!  DAYe  lived  in  Alabama  since  1836.  I  pay  more  State  and  county  taxes  in 
Greene  County  than  any  other  man  in  the  county.  I  pay  some  taxes  in  Mobile,  nearly 
or  quite  as  much  as  any  man  in  Greene  County  pays. 

<lue8iion.  Are  you  the  owner  of  real  estate  in  Greene  County  f 

Afuwer,  I  am,  and  the  largest  one  in  the  county. 

Questum.  How  have  these  disturbances  affected  the  value  of  real  estote  in  that 
coontyf 

Answer,  It  has  depreeiat-ed  it  very  much ;  I  should  say  about  one-third. 

By  Mr.  Blaib: 

Question,  How  do  you  know  that  has  been  caused  by  these  disturbances,  as  you  call 
them?    Might  it  not  have  been  caused  by  something  else  f 

Answer,  I  know  this,  that  when  you  appeal  to  a  man  to  buy  real  estate  there,  he 
says,  "  I  cannot  go  there,  because  I  would  not  be  let  alone.''    So  I  answered  as  I  did. 

Queaikm,  Are  there  not  some  people  there  who  are  let  alone  f 

Anstcer.  Yes ;  but  they  are  not  buying  real  estate. 
*     Question,  Then  you  think  a  man  who  buys  real  estate  is  a  very  obnoxious  person  to 
the  people  of  Greene  County  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  by  any  manner  of  means.  But,  I  think,  if  men  who  have  money 
could  go  there  and  buy  and  be  treated  with  more  respect,  there  would  be  a  higher 
price  paid  for  real  estate.  I  think  that  the  security  of  life  and  property  is  a  very  es- 
sentisQ  element  in  the  market  value  of  property. 

Question,  Is  not  the  amount  of  taxation  a  very  essential  element  also  f 

Answer,  We  have  not  felt  taxes  very  heavily  yet ;  we  are  going  to  feel  them. 

Question,  I  understand  the  State  debt  has  been  largely  increased  since  the  war  f 

Answer,  Perhaps  you  do  not  understand  the  condition  of  that  State  debt.  No  taxes 
have  yet  been  levied  by  the  State  for  the  payment  of  what  are  known  as  the  railroad 
bonds.  The  taxes  levied  in  the  State  for  1870  were  about  $964,000 ;  in  1068  they  were 
nearly  as  large  as  last  year ;  and  in  1867  they  were  nearly  as  large. 

Question,  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  there  has  been  no  tax  levied  as  yet  for  the 
issue  of  railroad  bonds  f 

Answer,  None,  except  in  counties,  local  taxes. 

QmesHon,  But  a  large  amount  of  State  bonds  have  been  issued  t 

Answer,  I  think  so  ;  perhaps  si^  or  seven  millions.    I  have  it  ttom  report  only. 

Question,  Is  it  not  probable  that  taxes  will  be  levied  to  meet  those  bonds  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  probable. 

Question.  Men  who  have  money  to  invest  in  land  are  generally  aware  of  sudi  things, 
are  they  not  f 

Answer,  I  presume  they  are ;  but  I  can  hardly  see  why  the  prospect  of  a  difference 
In  taxes  should  bring  about  the  difference  in  the  price  of  property  which  exists.  I  can- 
not see  why  it  should  take  off  one-third  of  the  value  of  real  estate  in  one  or  two  years. 

QuesHon,  People  probably  think  more  bonds  will  be  issued. 

Answer,    They  can  repudiate  them  if  they  want. 

Question,  Have  they  repudiated  anyf 

Answer,  Not  that  I  Know  of. 

Question,  Do  they  contemplate  itt 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  they  do. 

Question,  Do  the  persons  who  issued  the  bonds  contemplate  repodiatkm  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  they  do. 

Quee^on,  Tou  know  that  a  huge  amount  of  bonds  have  been  issued  f 

Answer,  A  large  amount  it  reported.    We  had  a  State  debt  before  that,  as  much  at 

QmsHen,  Is  it  n«i  reported  thail  a  great  many  bonds  hava  been  issued  without  con- 
ndefiHoii,  and  that  they  do  not  know  how  they  got  out  t 

Answer,  1  have  heard  something  said  about  more  bonds  being  Issned  t^an  the  road 
WM  tmmfiMsd  for :  but  when  the  road  was  completed  it  would  cover  all  the  bonds.  It 
was  said  that  bonos  were  issued  in  advance  of  the  completion  of  the  road. 

Question,  And  that  increases  the  debt  of  the  State  f 


12  CONDITION   OP   APFAIES   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

• 

Antwer,  No  more  thanHhe  legielature  agreed  that  it  shotild  be  increased  when  the 
road  was  finished.  The  railroad^  under  the  law  of  the  le^BlaCure^  was  to  receiTe  so 
many  dollars  per  mile  when  finished.  I  have  heard  it  said  that  in  some  cases  bonds 
were  issued  in  advance  of  the  completion  of  the  work. 

Question.  Yon  are  a  large  property-holder,  and  as  ^  matter  of  coarse  you  think  of 
these  things.  Now,  is  it  not  a  matter  of  coarse,  that  when  the  State  debt  is  so  largely 
increased,  and  when  it  is  believed  by  mauj^  persons  that  it  was  improvidently  increased, 
that  is  to  say,  that  the  bonds  were  issued  even  before  the  roads  had  complied  with'  the 
'conditions  for  their  issue,  would  not  that  naturally  have  the  effect  by  the  increase  of 
taxation  hereafter  to  lessen  the  value  of  land  ? 

Anmner,  It  would  have  the  effect  of  depreciating  property  to  some  extent  perhaps. 
But  when  the  road  is  completed  to  the  ext.ent  the  bonds  issued  call  for,  I  do  not  see 
that  that  should  change  the  aspect  of  affairs  at  all.  If  I  should  agree  to  pay  you  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money  when  you  had  done  a  certain  piece  of  work,  and  then  should  pay  it 
to  you  before  the  work  was  doue,  still  when  the  job  was  complete*!  it  would  be  all 
even.  Now,  I  think  the  price  of  property  thero  would  have  been  increased,  only  for  the 
efiect  produced  by  terror  and  ostracism.  Men  who  would  perhaps  buy  property,  if 
otherwise  treated,  are  ostracized,  and  the  infiuence  of  terror  is  brought  to  bear  on  the 
laboring  classes. 

• 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  How  many  miles  of  railroad  have  been  constructed  in  Alabama  since  the 
war? 
Answer,  I  do  not  know  exactly ;  perhaps  four  or  five  hundred  miles. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Qtcestton.  Do  you  know  that  mere  agricultural  lands  in  the  North  are  decreasing  la 
pri6ef 

Answer,  I  know  very  little  about  the  North  ;  my  property  of  every  kind  has  always 
been  in  the  South. 


WASHIN9TON,  D.  C,  June  2, 1871. 
Hon.  CHARLES  HAYS  called  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairmak  : 

Question,  You  are  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  present  Con- 
gress, I  believe  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qnestion,  In  what  part  of  the  Stat^  of  Alabama  do  you  live  ? 

Answer,  In  Greene  County,  in  ttie  fonrth  congressional  district. 

Queetion,  Please  state  to  the  committee  as  succinctly  as  you  can  your  knowledge  of 
the  condition  of  affairs  in  Alabama,  so  far  as  regards  the  safety  of  the  lives  and  prop- 
ertv  of  citizens  and  the  execution  of  the  laws.  We  desire  information  more  portico- 
larly  in  reference  to  the  state  of  things  at  the  present  time,  and  within  the  last 
year. 

Answer,  So  far  as  the  present  state  of  thin^  is  concerned,  there  is  more  quiet  now 
than  there  has  been  for  some  time.  I  know  of  no  outrages  committed  within  my  dis- 
trict, except  the  beating  of  Mr.  Cockrell,  who  was  summoned  as  j^  witness  before  the 
United  States  court  at  Mobile,  in  referenoe  to  the  Eutaw  rioters.  I  have  heard  of  no 
outraffee  there,  except  that  since  I  went  home  from  here  this  spring.  Previous  to  that 
time  there  had  been  a  great  many  disturbances. 

QkiestiotK,  How  recently  was  that  occurrence  f 
'  Answer,  About  three  weeks  ago,  I  think ;  I  only  know  of  it  fh>m  hearsay,  from  what 
is  the  general  talk  in  the  country. 

QuaUon,  Yoa  say  he  was  a  witness  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  before  the  United  States ^^urt  at  Mobile. 

Question,  Was  it  upon  his  journey  to  or  from  Mobile  that  he  was  assanlted  f 

Answer,  Upon  his  return. 

Question,  Have  you  seen  him  since  then  f 
.  Answer.  I  have  not. 

Questioj^  What  other  facts  can  you  state  to  the  committee  that  would  tend  to  show 
the  degree  of  secority  fcnr  person  and  property  that  exists  in  the  ooanty  in  which  yon 
live,  or,  so  far  as  youknow,  within  the  district,  for  the  last  year  t 

Answer,  I  can  only  give  you  the  facts  as  I  have  heard  them  in  reference  to  the  mar- 
der  of  a  Mr.  Boyd,  who  was  the  solicitor  for'  the  county  of  Greene.  I  know  the  oii^ 
camstances  only  by  hearsay ;  but  I  am  satisfied  the  facts  are  true. 

Quwtion.  Do  you  live  in  the  town  where  Mr.  Boyd  was  murdered  f 
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Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not.    I  live  about  nine  miles  from  there  in  the  oonntry,  on  a 

plantation.    He  was  the  county  solicitor  for  that  county ;  some  negroes  had  been Is 

this  testimony  to  be  published  now  f 

The  Chairman.  Tneire  has  been  no  decision  yet  of  the  committee  in  regard  to  the 
hnmediato  publication  of  the  testimony.  We  have  concluded  to  take  testimony,  allow- 
ioiC  only  the  person  testifying  to  be  present  in  the  committee-room,  holding  over  the 
question  of  publication. 

ThQ  Witness.  I  only  wish  to  make  this  suggestion  so  far  as  I  am  concerned :  I  think 
it  would  be  fai  preferable  for  our  section  of  the  Stat«  not  to  have  this  testimony  pub- 
lished at  this  time ;  that  is  merely  a  suggestion  to  the  committee.  If  the  testimony 
should  be  published,  I  think  it  would  be  necessary  to  send  troops  there ;  and  we  want 
to  get  along  without  them  if  we  can  possibly  do  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Quesfian.  What  effect  would  the  publication  of  this  testimony  have  there,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  witnesses  giving  it,  or  the  persons  who  might  b^  named  t 

An9wei\  1  think  it  would  have  pretty  much  the  same  effect  upon  them  that  the  testi- 
mony that  Mr.  Cockrell  was  expected  to  give  in  reference  to  the  Eutaw  rioters  had 
upon  him. 

Queslion^  You  mean  that  the  witnesses  would  not  be  safe  in  testifying  to  their  knowl- 
edge of  facts  f 

Answer,  I  think  they  would  not;  I  judge  so  from  the  demonstration  made  against 
Mr.  Cockrell  after  his  return  as  a  witness  in  the  United  States  court  at  Mobile. 

Quegtion.  The  committec.will  doubtless  consider  your  suggestion.  You  will  proceed 
with  your  statement  in  regard  to  Mr.  Boyd. 

Anstcer.  I  was  in  Washington  in  Congress  at  the  time,  and  one  morning  received  a 
telegram  from  Mobile  stating  that  Mr.  Boyd  had  been  murdered  at  Eutaw.  A  short 
time  after  that  I  received  some  letters  stating  that  the  county  solicitor  of  Greene 
County  had  been  murdered  in  Eutaw,  at  Mr.  Cleveland's  hotel,  by  men  in  disguise. 
It  seems  there  had  been  some  difficulties  that  originated  near  the  town  of  Union,  in 
the  northern  part  of  Greene  County,  in  reference  to  the  holding  of  political  meetmgs 
there  among  the  negroes.  The  white  men  of  that  portion  of  the  county  determined 
that  they  should  not  hold  them  j  they  went  to  where  these  negroes  were  holding  the  meet- 
ings^ I  suppose,  and  told  some  of  them.  This  is  only  what  I  heard;  I  do  not  know  it 
positively,  myself,  but  I  heard  it  generally  reported  in  the  county. 

Question.  Give  us  only  what  you  have  examined  into  and  are  satisfied  is  a  correct 
statement  of  the  facts. 

Anstcer.  1  gtve  vou  the  statements  as  I  heard  them.  These  negroes  had  been  hold- 
ing some  pofitical  meetings,  and  the  white  men  of  the  county  determined  to  break 
them  up.  They  went  there  to  stop  them  from  holding  the  meetings ;  a  difficulty 
occurred  in  which  some  negroes  were  shot,  and  a  night  or  two  after  others  were  car- 
ried off  and  whipj?ed.  The  circuit  court  was  coming  on  in  a  short  time,  and  Mr. 
Boyd,  who  was  the  solicitor  of  the  county,  said  to  some  citizens  at  Eutaw  that  he 
intended  to  commence  prosecutions  before  the  grand  jury  to  find  out  the  parties  who 
had  shot  and  whipped  these  negroes.  While  the  court  was  in  session,  I  think,  a  body 
of  some  thirty  or  forty  men  rode  up  to  the  hotel,  about  11  o'clock  at  night ;  they  were 
disguised,  and  went  into  the  hotel,  took  Mr.  Boyd  out  of  his  bed,  and  killed  him  right 
in  the  passage,  or  on  the  porch  of  the  hotel ;  they  killed  him  by  shooting  him.  That 
is  one  occurrence. 

Question.  Were  any  proceedings  instituted  for  th^  purpose  of  discovering  and  arresting 
the  perpetrators  of  that  offense  t 

Amwer,  1  think  not ;  there  never  has  been  anybody  arrested;  I  think  that  probably  * 
they  liad  the  matter  before  the  grand  jury,  but  I  do  not  know  that  they  dkl  anything 
at  alU 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  perpetrators  known  f 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Being  a  citizen  of  that  county,  and  interested  in  the  good  order  and  secu- 
rity of  the  county,  have  you  taken  any  steps  to  discover  and  bring  to  justice  the 
perpetrators  of  that  outrage  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  thiuk  any  steps  have  been  taken. 

Question.  Have  you  any  kuo\vledge  of  any  other  occurrence  of  that  character  within 
the  last  yeart 

Answer.  There  was  a  colored  man  by  the  name  of  Guilford  Coleman,  who  lived  in 
tiiat  county,  and  who  was  a  delegate  to  the  State  convention  that  nominated,  the  gov- 
ernor, and  also  a  delegate  to  the  convention  that  nominated  me.  Upon  Ids  return 
from  the  convention  that  assembled  at  Demopolis,  some  two  or  three  nights  afterward 
he  was  token  out  of  his  house  by  parties  in  disguise,  and  has  never  been  heard  of 
since. 

Question.  Was  that  in  Greene  County  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  town  of  Eutaw. 
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Question,  When  was  that  f 

Anstoer.  I  think  it  was  in  the  last  of  Jnne.    I  am  not  certain  as  to  the  exact  Ume. 

By  Mr.  Blaui  : 

Question,  A  year  ago. 
Answer,  About  a  year  ago. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Were  you  at  a  political  meeting  held  in  Entaw  in  October  lastt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  yon  present  at  the  time  the  riot  occurred  there  f 

Anstcer,  Yes^  sir ;  I  was  on  the  stand  at  the  time. 

Question.  Give  us  as  nearly  as  you  can  an  account  of  how  that  riot  originated,  and 
what  occurred  while  you  were  there. 

Answer,  A  public  notice  had  been  given  by  the  State  executive  committee  that  Gov- 
ernor Smith,  who  was  then  a  candidfite  for  reelection,  Senator  Warner,  Governor  Par- 
sons, and  myself,  would  speak  on  a  certain  day  at  Eutaw.  Shortly  aft^er  that  notice 
was  given,  handbills  were  struck  off  at  Eutaw,  I  suppose,  and  put  up  all  over  the  county, 
announciug  that  a  democratic  meeting  would  be  lield  at  Eutaw  at  the  same  time.  I 
went  up  to  Eutaw  on  the  day  named  for  the  meeting.  There  were  some  United  States 
troops  there,  under  the  command  of  General  Crawtord,  about  a  half  a  mile  from  tiie 
court-house.  J  had  been  raised  in  Eutaw,  and  had  lived  there  all  my  life.  As  soon  as 
I  got  there,  I  said  to  General  Crawford,  "General,  I  think  it  would  be  better  for  you 
to  consnlt  with  Governor  Smith,  and  arrange  measupes.to  preserve  order  here ;  I  think 
the  demonstrations  look  a  little  ugly,  aud  I  am  afraid  we  are  going  to  have  a  row."  I 
said  to  him  that  the  democrats  having  a  meeting  at  the  same  time  that  the  republicans 
were  to  hold  their  meeting,  it  would  T>e  best  upon  the  whole  to  address  a  note  to  the 
leaders  of  the  democratic  party  there,  in  order  to  inform  them  that  we  proposed  to 
have  peace  aud  quiet  aud  order  here,  and  to  discuss  the  questions  before  the  whole 

Soople.  I  said  that,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  I  did  not  propose  to  speak  at  all ;  that 
rovernor  Smith  and  Senator  Warner  would  speak,  and  that  the  democrats  could  select 
their  orators,  some  arrangement  bo  made  for  dividing  the  time,  aud  it  could  be  gen- 
erally understood  that  both  parties  would  preserve  order.  He  replied  that  he  thought 
that  was  a  good  suggestion.  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Cockrell,  aud  myself  were  appointed 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  republican  party  tx)  confer  with  tlie  democrats.  '  Mr. 
Miller  addressed  ,a  note  to  Colonel  Jolly  and  Mr.  Pierce,  who  were  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  democrats,  informing  them  that  we  proposed  to  have  a  public  discussion, 
and  to  guarantee  peace  and  quiet  and  order  while  the  speaking  was  going  on,  pro- 
vided they  would  unite  with  us  in  doing  so.  We  were  then  in  the  office  of  the  circuit 
clerk.  Colonel  .lolly  and  Mr.  Pierce,  on  the  part  of  the  democrats,  came  over  and  said 
that  they  did  not  propose  to  discuss  at  all  these  questions,  either  as  to  men  or  measures ; 
I  think  that  was  their  language  in  substance.  In  other  words,  they  ignored  entirely 
the  whole  thing.  In  the  mean  timcthe  mooting  of  the  democrats  was  going  on  at  the 
opposite  side  of  the  court-house ;  their  candidate  for  the  legislature,  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Smith,  a  Baptist  minister,  and  a  very  good  man,  made  a  speech.  In  a  short 
time  the  republican  meeting  was  called  to  order  upon  t  be  opposite  side  of  the  oourt- 
house.  As  soon  as  the  republican  meeting  was  called  to  order,  a  large  crowd  of  those 
who  had  gathered  where  the  democrats  were  speaking  left  there  and  went  around  on 
the  other  side  of  the  court-house,  where  Senator  Warner  wjis  speaking.  As  soon  as 
this  crowd  had  deserted  the  democratic  meeting,  a  great  many,  some  of  them  from 
Mississippi,  others  from  Sumter  County,  and  some  from  Greene  County,  came  around  and 
conunenced  hallooing,  aud  malcing  a  noise,  aud  hooting  at  Senator  Waiiier,  telling  him 
that  he  was  a  daomed  liar^  and  interrupting  him,  so  thac  he  couUl  hardly  go  on. 
Finally,  after  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  he  concluded  his  remarks,  and  Governor  Parsons 

g)t  up  to  speak.  He  commenced  by  telling  them  that  ho  hod  voted  for  Seymour  and 
lair,  that  he  had  been  a  democrat,  always  a  conservative  man,  and  thought  that  the 
best  plan  to  be  pursued  now  was  for  the  defeated  democracy  to  accept  the  situation, 
&c.  One  mau  in  the  crowd  sold,  '^  Let  Irim  go  ahead,  he  is  making  a  good  democratic 
speech,  aud  as  long  as  he  is  making  that  kind  of  talk,  don't  interfere  with  him." 
About  the  time  the  governor  was  coming  to  the  x)oint  of  his  argument,  there  was  a 

general  ix>w  and  shouting,  aud  a  great  many  would  curse  at  him  and  hoot  at 
im.  *He  got  along  badly,  and  finally  ended  his  remarks.  I  bad  determined  be- 
before  I  went  there  not  to  speak.  I  got  up  for  the  purpose  of  moving  cm  adjourn- 
ment of  the  meeting.  There  was  a  table  just  outside  of  the  court-house  window, 
and  I  got  up  on  the  table  for  the  purpose  of  making  that  motion.  Just  as  I  did 
so.  a  man  caught  me  by  the  sleeve,  and  pulled  me  off  the  stand,  aud  two  men,  one  on 
either  side  of  the  table,  tilted  it  over.  Just  as  that  was  done,  some  persons  who  had 
got  into  the  office  of  the  circuit  clerk  commenced  a  rapid  liiiug  from  the  windqw 
upon  the  negroes  in  front,  firing  over  the  heads  of  Cover uor  Parsons,  Senator  Warner, 
myself,  and  others.  There  were  two  men  who  commenced  shooting  at  me,  but  one 
was  immediately  seized  by  the  sheriff.    In  the  general  niCt^  the  negroes  retreated,  and 
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^he  crowd  pursued  them,  firing  rapidly  upon  them.  The  negroes  broke  doxm  the 
court-faonse  paling  and  ran  o£  I  stood  there  until  the  firing  had  stopped,  and  then 
started  along  over  to  the  hotel  with  Senator  Warner  and  Governor  Parsons.  As  I  did 
so,  a  man  st«px>ed  out  Jnst  in  front  of  me  and  said,  "  I  want  to  kill  him  anyhow.''  He 
palle<l  out  his  pistol  and  shot  at  me;  I  suppose  he  was  as  far  from  me  as  it  is  from  here 
to  the  window.  In  the  mean  time  an  old  sheriff  of  the  county,  who  was  a  very  warm 
peponai  friend  of  mine,  although  a  very  bitter  democrat,  came  up  and  took  hold  of 
this  man,  and  knocked  the  pistol  out  of  his  hand,  or  took  it  from  him.  I  turned  around 
and  quietly  walked  into  tne  couit-house  door.  The  troops  bad  got  there  about  t^at 
time ;  General  Crawford  had  ordered  them  there.  A  great  many  persons  had  gone  into 
the  stores  in  the  place,  and  seized  double-barreled  guns,  and  were  pursuing  the  negroes. 
I  did  not  see  any  of  thein  fire  these  double-barreled  guns,  and  I  do  not  believe  they  di^l ; 
they  were  shooting  th»  negroes  with  pistols.  In  the  mean  time  the  negroes  had  re- 
treated down  the  street  some  distance,  and  the  troops  went  down  there,  and  halted 
the  white  men  who  were  pursuing  the  negroes,  and  there  the  thing  stopped. 

Question.  Were  there  persons  m>m  Mississippi  and  adjoining  counties  in  Alabama 
engaged  in  making  this  attack  t 

AnBtter.  Yes, sir;  there  were  some  men  there  fix)m  Mississippi;  there  is  only  one 
county  between  the  county  in  which  I  live  and  the  Mississippi  line. 

Qnation.  How  many  persons  were  killed! 

Antwer.  1  do  not  know ;  I  heard  that  five  men  had  died  from  their  wounds.  I  saw 
two  lyin^  in  the  court-house  that  evening  after  the  row  was  over,  who  looked  to  me 
as  though  they  were  going  to  die. 

^wftiion.  How  many  altogether  were  wounded  T 

Attstcer,  The  report  was  that  there  were  fifty-four  wounded. 

(fuattion.  Was* there  any  motive  avowed  for  making  this  attack  f  If  so,  state  what 
it  was. 

Anstcer,  None  whatever  that  I  know  of,  except  that  I  think  the  purpose  was  to 
break  up  the  meeting. 

Qiinrtion.  Was  there  any  personal  hostility  to  either  of  the  gentlemen  who  were 
speaking  ? 

AnsictT.  You  must  know  that  there  is  a  very  great  hostility  to  every  man  in  that 
section  of  the  country  connecte<l  with  the  republican  party. 

Queslion,  What  I  want  to  get  at  is,  what  was  said  showing  the  motive  for  the  attack^ 
if  there  was  anything  said  to  that  effect  T 

Anftcer.  Every  man  in  that  section  of  country  who  is  in  favor  of  the  policy  of  Con- 
gress and  of  the  reconstruction  acts  is  regarded  as  an  enemy  of  the  country. 

By  Mr.  CoBURN : 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  motive  for  the  attack  than  a  j^olitical  one  f 
An9w/T.  None  that  I  know  of. 

By  the  CHAtRMAN : 

Question.  Were  there  any  sentiments  of  that  kind  expressed  there  on  that  day — sen- 
timents of  the  character  of  those  to  which  you  have  just  referred ;  that  is,  that  the 
republicans  were  enemies  of  the  country  T 

AnsKcr.  Yes, sir;  I  heard  several  men  say  that  they  should  not  make  any  speeches 
there,  and  that  there  should  be  no  more  radical  meetings  held  there,  and  things  of  that 
kind.  I  heard  one  man  say,  after  the  tow  was  over,  "Well,  you  sent  for  your  United 
States  Senator,  and  for  your  governor,  and  for  your  United  States  officer,  and  for  your 
member  of  Congress  to  come  nere,  and,  God  damn  you,  we  have  cleaned  you  all  out." 

Question.  W'howashet 

Anmcer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  was. told  that  he  was  from  Mississippi,  and  I  tried  to  find 
out  who  he  was,  but  I  did  not  learn  his  name. 

Question,  Are  you  a  native  of  that  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  bom  and  raised  where  I  am  now  living. 

Question.  You  have  an  acquaintance  in  that  entire  district  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  counties  compose  your  district  T 

Answer.  Fourteen. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  existing  state  of  things  in  the  other  coun- 
ties of  your  (listrict  f 

Answer.  Only  from  what  I  have  heard  and  seen  published  in  the  newspapers,  and 
what  has  been  reported  to  me  by  my  constituents. 

Question,  Have  you  traveled  over  the  entire  district  T  Have  you  canvassed  the  dis- 
trict t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  I  have  canvassed  it,  so  far  as  I  could ;  I  could  not  go  forther  than 
Entaw  during  the  last  election. 

Question.  Have  there  been  disorders  in  other  x>ortions  of  your  district  affecting  thfe 
•ecurity  of  person  and  property  f 
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Answer,  I  imdeTstand  there  have  been  some  difiSculties  within  the  lost  year  in  Choc- 
taw Connty.  Judge  Luther  R.  Smith,  who  is  the  circuit  judge,  I  undci-staud  h:is 
recently  h&d  his  gin-bouse  burned.  I  myself  saw  some  resolutions  published  in  u  paper 
in  Livingston  requesting ^im  to  resign,  and  notifying  him  that  it  would  not  be  safe — 
well,  I  am  not  certain  about  that  part  of  it ;  I  hoard  that,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  in  tbo 
resolutions  that  were  published  in  the  paper.  I  heard  that  he  had  been  notified  not  to 
go  to  Livin^ton  to  hold  court.  He  had  been  notified  not  to  go  to  Eutaw,  and  he  con- 
sequently did  not  go  there.  ^ 

Question,  He  is  the  presiding  judge  of  the  circuit  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Judge  Pelham  held  the  last  court  at  Eutaw  for  him.    Judge  Pelbam 
is  an  active  republican,  and  is  living  at  Talladega. 
^  Qtiestion.  Is  Judge  Smith  a  native  of  the  State  f 
*  Answer.  No,  sir;  he  is  a  horthem  man. 

Question,  Is  he  a  republican,  and  waa  he  elected  as  such  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  have  said  that  there  was  now  a  better  state  of  afiDairs  in  your  portion 
of  the  State ;  to  what  do  you  attribute  that  t 

Answer  I  do  not  know,  unless,  perhaps,  it  is  the  passage  of  what  is  knowji  as  the 
Ku-Klux  bill,  and  also  the  publication  of  the  democratic  address' that  went  out  from 
here  some  time  ago.  I  think  that  had  a  very  ^ood  efiEeot ;  and  I  think  it  probable  that 
the  passage  of  the  Ku-Kiux  bill  has  had  a.gooa  effect.  I  think  if  we  had  passed  a  gen- 
eral amnesty  bill,  it  would  have  had  a  still  better  effect. 

Question.  Have  you  sufficient  information  in  regard  to  the  existence  of  any  organiza- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  committing  these  outrages,  to  enable  you  to  testify  on  that 
jjointf 

Ansiver.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge ;  I  have  only  heard  of  freSquent  instances  of 
negroes  being  taken  out  and  whipped,  but  I  never  saw  a  Ku-Klux  in  all  my  life ;  I  have 
heard  of  them  frequently. 

Q^e8tion.  From  the  information  which  you  have  obtained  as  to  outrages  which  have 
been  committed,  can  you  state  whether  they  were  committed  by  organized  bands? 

Ansicer.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that.  • 

Question.  Of  persons  in  disguise  t 

Auswer,  I  understand  that  they  are  sometimes  disguised,  and  sometimes  they  are 
not  very  particular  whether  they  have  their  disguises  on  or  not. 

Question.  Have  any  persons  who  have  committed  offenses  of  this  kind,  in  bands  of 
disguised  men,  been  tried  and  convicted  in  your  district,  so  far  as  you  know  f 

Answer.  Not  one  that  I  ever  heard  of. 

Question,  Do  you  yourself  feel  a  sense  of  personal  security  there  t 

Answer,  I  did  not  at  one  time. 

Quesiioif',  Why? 

Answer.  I  felt  very  insecure,  indeed. 

Question.  On  what  ground  f 

Anstcer.  Because  I  had  been  a  very  active  republican,  engaged  in  building  up  the  re- 
publican party,  and  consequently  was  under  the  odium  that  generally  attaches  t-o 
members  of  that  party. 

Question.  Has  this  species  of  terrorism  and  outrage  had  the  effect  of  preventing  a  fi:ee 
expression  of  political  sentiments  to  any  extent  in  your  State  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  suppose  you  could  get  a  man,  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
to  go  to  that  district  and  make  a  republican  speech.  It  was  only  by  the  most  strenuous 
efforts  that  I  could  got  Governor  Smith  and  Senator  Warner  to  go  there.  I  had  my«elf 
to  go  to  the  committee  and  tell  them  I  intended  to  go  home,  and  make  no  speech  in  the 
campaign,  for  it  would  cost  me  my  life,  and  I  did  not  propose  to  do  it  unless  I  could 
get  some  one  to  go  along  with  me  j  consequently  I  got  them  to  go  ovpr  there,  and  then 
this  row  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  \ip  the  meeting  and  stopping  the 
canvass. 

Quektion,  To  what  extent  is  this  sentiment  shared  by  the  leading  white  inhabitants  f 

Answer,  I  think  the  leading  men  of  the  country,  the  good  citizens,  who  are  property- 
holders,  are  opposed  to  this  thing.  I  think  that  in  the  beginning  they  wjnked  at  it, 
because  they  thought  it  would  ultimately  result  in  the  bre&ing  down  of  the  republi- 
can party ;  but  the  thing  has  got  too  big  for  them  now,  and  they  cannot  control  it.  I 
think  they  now  regret  this,  about  as  much  as  anybody  does,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  men,  who  are  young  men,  and  went  into  the  con^erate  army,  and  have  lost  aU 
their  property. 

Question,  If  a  sub-committee  were  to  go  into  that  portion  of  the  coimty  where  theoe 
outrages  have  been  committed,  would  the  leading  white  men  there  give  them  such  aid 
and  assistance  as  would  enable  them  to  ascertain  who  were  the  guilty  parties  f 

Ansicer.  I  think  that  extremely  doubtful. 

Question.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  procuring  testimony  of  persons  on  the 
g^und,  who  had  been  victims  of  these  outrages  f 

Answer,  I  think  there  would  be. 
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QuesHan.  From  what  cause  f 

Answer.  Because  they  know  very  well  that  if  they  were  to  go  before  a  sub-committee 
there,  and  testify,  the  very  moment  that  committee  left  they  would  be  killed. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

QitesHon,  You  say,  "They  know."    Do  you  not  mean  that  is  your  opinion T 
Answer,  Of  course,  sir,  that  is  what  I  mean. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Can  proceedings  be  instituted  there,  with  any  reasonable  prospect  of  suc- 
cess, against  the  parties  who  are^  committing  these  outrages  in  that  portion  of  your  State, 
for  the  purpose  of  discovering  and  punishing  them  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  can  be  in  Greene  County,  in  Sumter  County,  or  iu 
Pickens  County;  I  think  that  probably  they  might  in  some  other  counties. 

QuesHan.  Are  there  any  other  counties,  in  your  district,  in  which  the  state  of  things 
is  as  bad  as  you  represent  it  to  be  in  Greene  county! 

Answer.  I  think  not,  although  the  feeling  is  very  bitter,  and  I  have  heard  of  outrages 
that  have  been  committed  in  Pickens  County,  but  that  wt^  two  years  ago. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  When  you  speak  of  "  other  counties,"  do^ou  mean  counties  in  your  dis- 
trict or  in  other  parts  or  your  State  f 
Answer.  In  my  district. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  any  threats  been  made  against  you  which  led  to  the  feeling  of  inse- 
cwity  on  your  part,  of  which  you  have  spoken  t 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  there  have  been  any  threats  made  against  me  directly.  I 
have  been  notified  by  ^ntlemen,  who  were  friends,  that  I  was  in  an  unsafe  situatioit 
there.  I  have  been  notified  by  members  of  the  democratic  party  that  they  thought  it 
would  be  better  for  me,  at  certain  times,  to  go  out  of  the  countj'  for  a  while.  I  have 
a  large  family  connection  in  the  county,  very  large ;  nearly  half  of  those  living  in  my 
immediate  neighborhood  in  that  county  are  related  to  me,  and  they  are  about  all  dem- 
ocrats. 

Qnestion.  How  recently  have  any  notices  of  that  kind  been  given  to  you  T 

Answer.  I  received  a  letter  of  that  description  before  I  left  here  in  the  spring,  though 
I  did  not  give  much  attention  to  it.  The  writer  of  the  letter  stated  that  it  was  thought 
it  would  l>e  very  unsafe  for  me  to  come  back  to  that  part  of  the  country.  I  thought 
then  that  the  man  was  exao^gerating,  though  not  intentionaUy,  and  I  think  so  now. 

Question.  You  did  return  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnestion.  Have  you  experienced  any  molestation  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  a  particle.    lam  of  the  opinion  that  the  country  there  will  bo 

net ;  I  hope  so.  I  believe  the  country  will  now  quiet  down.  I  think  the  determina- 
tion is  to  dasist  from  any  further  whippings  or  burnings  or  murders :  I  think  that  in 
the  determination.  But  I  believe  that  tnere  are  men  there  who  are  perltect  desperadoes, 
who  have  nothing  to  do  except  to  go  about,  and  who  think  it  is  a  popular  thing  %p  hound 
a  man  because  he  is  a  republican.  I  think  a  republican  is  frequently  in  danger  of 
lieing  attacked  by  them. 

QStstion.  Is  it  your  belief  that  the  tone  of  public  sentiment  upon  that  subject  among 
the  white  population  is  changing? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is. 

Quesiion.  And  that  they  will  assist  iu  preventing  these  outrages  in  fciture? 

Answer.  I  think  so.  I  know  I  have  received  letters  from  some  of  the  ablest  men 
belonging  to  that  party,  some  of  the  most  .prominent  men  in  my  State,  since  I  have 
heen  home,  in  which  they  say  that  these  things  shall  stop  j  that  they  shall  go  no  fur- 
ther; that  they  will  use  every  efibrt  they  can  possibly  bring  to  bear  to  put  a  stop  to 
these  things.* 

QvesUon.  Was  that  the  case  six  months  or  a  year  ago? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  it  was  not. 

Qnesiion.  What  was  the  effect  of  this  riot  in  Eutawupon  the  attendance  of  voters  at 
the  last  election? 

Answer.  I  carried  the  county  of  Greene  by  2,600  votes  when  I  was  first  a  candidate 
for  Congress.  There  were  then  in  that  county  about  2,600  negro  voters,  and  about  800 
white  voters  j  some  few  of  the  whites  voted  the  republican  ticket.  At  the  last  elec- 
tion that  county  went  democratic  by  43  votes. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question.  The  whites  did  not  vote  at  all  at  the  fiist  election,  did  they? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  great  many  of  them  did.      X- 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  say  there  were  about  2,600  republican  voters  and  about  800  democratic 
voters  in  that  county ;  that  would  make  about  3,400  voters  in  the  county? 

Answer.  YesL  sir. 

Question,  What  was  the  total  vote  cast  at  the  last  election? 

Answer,  Pretty  much  the  same  as  at  the  previous  election,  but  the  character  of  the 
vote  was  changed. 

Question.  Was  that  done  by  the  ordinary  method  of  appealing  to  the  reason  of  the 
people,  or  was  there  any  intimidation  and  violence  to  produce  that  effect  ? 

Answer,  A  great  many  negroes  in  the  county  did  not  vote  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  How  came  it  then  that  there  was  no  Mling  off  in  the  aggregate  vote? 

Answer*  Because  they  had  arranged  all  that  thing  previous  to  the  election. 

Question,  You  say  there  were  as  many  votes  in  the  aggregate  at  the  last  election  as  at 
the  previous  election. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  and  I  will  say  that  at  Union  there  were 248  republican  and  54  demo- 
cratic votes  in  one  of  the  boxes  at  the  first  election,  and  at  the  last  election  there  were 
in  the  box,  I  believe,  12  or  15  democratic  majority.  The  negroes  did  not  vote  at  all, 
and  yet  the  same  number  of  votes  were  there.  I  have  no  positive  proof  of  it,  only  I 
have  heard  so.  ^ 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  mean  that  the  returns  were  made  as  if  the  full  number  of  votes  had 
been  cast  ? 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir,  precisely;  I  mean  that  there  was  nothing  but  framl  in  the  eleetion ; 
that  the  whole  thing  was  fraudulent.  Now,  to  show  the  difference  between  the  two 
elections :  Tn  the  box  at  the  town  where  I  live,  Boligee,  there  were  at  the  last  election, 
1  think,  474  majority  republican  votes.  That  box  and  the  box  at  Falkland  and  at 
Mount  Hebron  were  the  only  boxes  in  the  county  that  gave  a  m%|ority  of  republican 
votes.  The  probate  judge  of  that  county  stated  to  me  before  the  election  csme  off 
that  he  did  not  take  any  interest  in  it ;  that  he  thought  the  election  was  already  held. 
He  was  one  of  the  supervisors  of  election. 

Question.  How  are  they  appointed  f 

Answer.  Uncfer  the  law  the  circuit  clerk,  the  probate  judge,  and  the  sh^ff  are 
supervisors  of  elections.  The  sheriff,  I  think,  made  out  the  list  of  officers  to  hold  the 
elections,  and  appointed  as  such  all  democrats  in  the  countv;  there  waa  no  republi- 
can appointed  at  all.  The  democrats  held  the  elections  th^nselves  and  made  the 
returns.  , 

Question,  How  many  members  of  the  State  legislature  are  elected  from  that  comity? 

Answer,  Two  members. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Who  appointed  the  sheriff? 

Answer,  The  governor  of  the  State. 

Question.  Who  was  the  sheriff! 

Answer.^  A  'Mi.  White,  and  a  very  good  man. 

Question.  Was  he  a  republican  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir,  a  democrat. 

Question,  Who  was  the  probate  judge? 

Ansicer.  Hon.  A.  R.  Davis. 

Q,uestu)n.  Was  he  elected  or  appoints  ? 

Answer,  He  was  appointed. 

Question,  Who  appointed  him  ? 

Ansu}er,  Grovemor  Smith. 

Question.  Was  he  a  democrat  ? 

Ansu^er,  No,  sir,  he  was  a  republican. 

Question,  Who  was  the  other  supervisor  ?  i 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  a  Mr.  Smith,  the  circuit  clerk ;  he  was  appointed  by  the  gov* 
eruor  and  is  a  republican.  But  I  understood  from  Judge  Davis  that  theee  matters  were 
never  submitted  to  him  or  to  the  cir(;uit  clerk,  but  the  sheriff  made  ou£  the  appoint* 
ments  and  sent  them  out,  without  consulting  with  them. 

Question,  Had  he  authority  to  do  that  under  the  law  ? 

Answer,  I  think  not. 

Question,  You  say  there  was  a  trial  in  Mobile  of  these  rioters? 

Answer,  They  did  not  try  them,  on  account  of  the  absence  of  some  witnesses. 

Question,  The  trial  was  to  have  been  had  f  ^ 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Who  put  off  the  trial? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  put  off  by  the  United  States  Government. 
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QuesHotu  For  want  of  witnesses  t 

Atuwer,  Yes,  air ;  I  Uiink  that  was  the  reason. 

Question.  And  no  trisA  was  had  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Who  were  indicted  t 

Afuwer,  I  do  not  remember  their  names ;  I  never  saw  the  indictment.  I  did  not 
make  any  affidavit  myself;  I  did  not  propose  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it.  I  wad 
sommoned  before  the  grand  ji^y  as  a  witness,  and  went  before  the  grand  jury,  but  1 
did  not  testify.  • 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question.  How  many  were  indicted  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  many ;  I  have  understood  that  about  twenty  were  in- 
dieted. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Jiuesiion.  Was  Mr.  Cockrell  one  of  the  witnesses  f  \ 

'Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quotum.  Do  you  say  he  was  beaten  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Where? 

Anstcer,  At  Finches  ferry^  about  three  miles  from  Eutaw,  on  his  return  from  Mobile ; 
he  came  up  the  Warrior  Biver  on  a  steamboat. 

Question,  On  his  return  from  Mobile  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Cockrell  myself,  but  I  understand  that  was 
the  case ;  I  suppose  everybody  in  the  cdUnty  will  admit  that. 
*  Quesftion.  Where  does  Mr.  Cockrell  livet 

Anmoer,  In  Eataw ;  he  was  a  lawyer  there. 

.  Question.  Do  you  think  we  could  send  a  part  of  this  committee  down  there  and  get 
testimony  in  this  ease  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  to  that ;  probably  you  could ;  that  is  a  matter  you  must 
determine  for  yourselves. 

Question.  Would  we  not  have  a  better  opportunity  to  obtain  the  testimony  there  tban 
here  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  I  think  so.  I  do  not  know  that  sending  a  committee  down  there 
would  do  any  good  in  the  world. 

(^jMMUUm.  Would  it  not  do  as  mu(di  good  as  jiaving  a  committee  here  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  it  would  do  much  good  anywhere ;  that  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  The  question  I  wanted  to  present  to  your  mind  distinctly  was,  whether, 
in  your  opinion,  we  eonld  not  go  there  and  have  a  better  chance  to  get  an  exact  idea 
of  the  state  of  things  there  than  we  could  get  here,  or  in  any  place  distant  from  hero  f 

Answer.  I  think  yon  could. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  Why  did  not  these  witnesses  go  down  to  Mobile  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  the  reason ;  I  suppose  the  main  reason  was  because  they  did 
not  wish  to  appear  against  these  men. 

QuesHon,  £)o  yon  tmnk  they  were  afraid  to  go  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  afraid ;  but  I  think  a  great  manv  there 
thought  it  would  do  no  good  to  have  these  men  convicted  ;  others  thought  it  would 
probably  be  better  to  let  the  matter  rest  where  it  was ;  the  country  was  quiet,  and 
they  thought  it  would  be  better  to  let  it  remain  so. 

Question,  Did  the  great  bulk  of  witnesses  for  the  United  States  decline  to  go  ? 

Ansicer.  I  think  only  two  declined  to  go ;  Mr.  Brown  and  myself. 

Question,  The  rest  went  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  reason  I  declined  to  go  was  this :  I  was  summoned  before  the 
grand  jury  of  the  county  immediately  after  the  riot.  I  went  there  and  they  asked  jdo 
some  questions :  I  said  to  them  that  I  had  been  a  candidate  there  at  the  time  the  row 
had  occurred,  a-c, ;  that  everybody  was  familiar  with  it ;  that  there  were  plenty  of 
witnesses  without  me,  and  I  did  not  desire^o  give  any  testimony  at  all  in  reference 
to  it.  The  grand  jury  determined  to  make  me  answer,  and  I  declined  to  answer ;  they 
then  sent  me  out  to  Judge  Smith,  who  was  holding  the  court.  I  told  the  judge  that  I 
thought  it  best  for  the  peace,  quiet,  and  order  of  the  county  that  I  should  have  noth- 
ing to  say  in  reference  to  that  riot,  and  that  I  did  not  propose  to  say  anything  in  refer- 
ence to  it.  T  told  him  that  I  wanted  him  to  excuse  me  from  testifying  before  the  grand 
jury.  The  solicitor  of  the  county  united  with  me  in  that  request,  and  the  judge  ex- 
cused me.  I  wish,  however,  to  make  this  remark :  it  was  said  that  I  fired  the  first 
shot.  I  say  that  I  did  not  fire  at  all.  It  was  published  in  the  paipers  that  I  had  fired 
the  first  shot,  and  that  there  were  five  or  six  men  who  would  swear  that  I  did  so.  I 
will  simply  state  that  that  was  not  correct ;  I  did  not  fire  a  shot  at  all. 
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By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question,  What  was  the  result  of  the  inquiry  before  the  grand  jury? 

Afiswer.  I  do  not  know :  I  have  never  ascertained  what  the  result  was. 

Question,  Were  any  bills  found  against  anybody  t 

Answer.  No,  sir )  and  probably  for  this  reason  :  the  United  States  marsha.  appeared 
there  directly  after  the  elections  and  arrested  these  men,  and  the  case  was  transferred 
from  the  court  there  to  the  United  States  court  at  Mobile.  I  presume  that  was  the 
reasbn  why  the  matter  was  dropped  in  the  State  courts  in  the  county. 

Question,  Is  there  an^  difficulty  in  your*county  in  the  administration  of  the  law  in 
the  case  of  ordinary  criminal  offenses,  such  as  assault  and  battery,  larceny,  and  offenses 
of  that  kind,  which  arise  in  every  community  T 

Answer,  As  a  general  thing  there  the  law  is  administered  so  far  as  one  class  is  con- 
cerned. I  do  not  know  what  they  did  with  those  men  who  whipped  Mr.  Cockrell.  I 
do  not  know  that  they  were  arrssted  or  that  anything  was  done  about  it.  As  a  general 
thing,  though,  when  two  negroes  fall  out  and  have  a  fight,  or  when  two  i?hite  men 
fall  out  and  have  a  fi^t,  they  are  taken  up  and  tried. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Did  Mr.  Cdbkrell  know  the  men  who  beat  him  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  very  well ;  I  presume  he  does;  I  understand  he  does. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qiiestion,  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  the  administration  of  the  law  in  thb  case  of  crimi- 
nal offenses  where  they  have  no  connection  with  politics  t 
Answer,  I  think  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Que^n,  Who  is  this  man  Brown,  the  other  witness  who  you  say  failed  to  attend  at 
Mobil^f 

Answer,  He  is  a  young  man  who  was  in  the  confederate  army,  and  lost  his  leg  at 
Malvern  HilL    He  is  a  republican  and  a  native  of  that  county.  ' 

Ques^on,  You  say  all  the  other  witnesses  appeared  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Could  there  not  be  any  number  of  witnesses  obtained  there  ios  to  the  fftctx 
ofthecaset 

Answer,  Any  number,  I  presume. 

Question,  Then  why  was  it  necessary  to  postpone  the  case  simply  on  the  ground  of 
the  absence  of  two  witnesses  f 

Answer,  I  presume  it  was  on  account  of  some  testimony  which  Mr.  Brown  could  give 
in  reference  to  this  matter,  and  that  ^o  one  else  could  give ;  I  presume  so ;  I  do  not 
know. 

Question.  Is  there  any  difficulty  at  all  in  trying  these  rioters  in  the  court  at  Mobile  % 

Answer,  I  think  not. 

Question,  Or  executing  any  decree  of  the  court  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Then  the  trial  was  not  put  off  on  account  of  the  absence  of  witnesses 
generally,  but  simply  because  of  the  absence  of  two  witnesses  f 
Answer,  I  think  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  it  is  your  impression  if  things  are  left  to  time 
and  the  operation  of  the  laws  now  in  existence,  the  strong  probability  is  that  there 
will  be  no  further  disturbance  in  your  State  ? 

Answer,  That  is  my  impression  j  I  hope  for  that ;  I  think  they  are  all  tired  of  these 
things;  I  know  I  am. 

Qjuestion.  When  you  say  that,  are  we  to  understand  you  to  mean  that  men  %an  go  on 
now  and  express  their  political  sentiments  there  as  freely  as  at  any  time  heretofore, 
without  being  called  to  account  for  it,  or  without  incurring  any  danger  of  violence  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not  mean  that,  I  do  not  think  any  man  could  go  there  and 
make  a  republican  speech  without  there  being  a  riot. 

Question.  Then  does  the  future  peace  and  security  of  the  State  depend  upon  republi- 
cans suppressing  their  sentiments  and  keeping  entirely  quiet  f 

Answer.  I  think  that  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it.  I  will  explain  more  fully  what 
I  mean.  There  will  be  no  election  there  in  the  State  for  nearly  two  years.  I  think  the 
patient  wants  rest.  I  think  if  we  just  keep  the  military  away  from  there  and  let 
things  alone  as  they  are  for  the  present,  the  people  will  probably  see  that  it  is  better 
to  have  peace  and  order  aU  over  the  country ;  and  I  think  that  is  what  they  int-end  to 
do ;  at  least  I  hope  so. 


ALABAMA.  21 

ByMr.  Coburn: 

QuestUm,  Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  the  qniet  of  the  country  depends  npon  not  arrest- 
ing these  offenders  and  not  taHklng  politics  f 

Angwer,  I  think  that  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it.  These  men  have  already  been 
UTdsted  and  carried  to  Mobile. 

(Question.    Yon  mean  that  the  prosecution  should  not  be  pressed  T 

Antwar.  Tee,  sir. 

QuesHon.  It  depends  np<m  those  conditions  T  ^ 

Answer,  I  think  so. 

QueiUon,  In  your  opisioli,  what  evil  wonld  result  from  the  detection,  trial,  and  con- 
yiction  of  the  perpetrators  of  these  political  outrages  T 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Quts^on.  I  thought  yon  expressed  the  opinion  that  general  amnesty  would  do  more 
to  quiet  the  country  than  anytking  else  f 
Anstuer.  I  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

QitetUon,  I  would  like  to  have  you  answer  my  question.  What  evil  would  result 
from  l^e  arrest,  trial,  and  conviction  of  the  perpetrators  of  these  outrages  ? 

Anmcer,  I  could  not  tell  you.  I  have  heard  men  say  there  that  threats  liad  been 
made,  that  if  these  men  were  interfered,  with  in  Mobile,  the  witnesses  wonld  be  paid 
up  in  cash  account ;  tiiiat  was  about  the  expression  used.  That  is,  if  they  went  to 
Mobile  and  these  men  were  convicted  and  sent  to  the  penitentiary,  they  were  given  to 
Tmderstand  that  the  witnesses  could  not  live  in  the  country. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Queatknt.  Then  I  understand  you  as  saying  that  the  future  security  of  the  State 
depends  upon  granting  immunity  and  amnesty  to  these  men  who  have  committed  out- 
rages in  the  past,  and  upon  the  entire  silence  of  the  republicans  in  the  future  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  that.  I  say  that  I  think  the  best  course  now,  as  things  are 
quiet  there,  is  to  let  them  remain  so ;  and  probably  by  the  time  the  next  election  comes 
off,  in  two  ye^rs,  republican  views  may  be  tolerated  there,  and  men  may  be  allowed  to 
make  speeches  wherever  they  please ;  that  is  the  idea  I  wish  to  convey,  that  they  may 
be  allowed  to  express  their  sentiments  wherever  they  please  at  the  expiration  of  that 
tifne. 

QiiesHon,  Does  that  convey  the  idea  that  there  should  be  no  proceedings  against  the 
perpetrators  of  these  outrages ;  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  gounpumshed  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  go  that  mr,  because  I  think  the  guilty  ought  to  suffer  pimishment. 

QussiUm,  What  would  be  the  result  of  proceedings  against  tibem  f  I  do  not  mean 
that  you  think  that  ought  not  -to  be  done.  But  I  wi^  to  know  whether  I  am  to 
understand  you  as  sayiuf^  that  if  prosecutions  are  carried  on  against  these  offenders 
and  they  are  brought  to  justice,  the  result  will  be 

Answer,  More  trouble  in  the  county  f 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

ii^€siion,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  thought  there  was  a  general  determina- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  people  there,  except  a  few  roughs,  to  have  these  things  stopped. 
Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  is  upon  the  condition  that  none  of  these  offenders  shall  be 
prosecuted? 

Answer.  I  do  not  say  that.  I  think  the  prosecution  of  these  men,  the  conviction  of 
them,  and  the  sending  of  them  to  the  penitentiary,  would  stir  up  af  bad  feeling  in  that 
section  of  the  country. 

^  Qmestian,  Do  you  mean  that  the  public  opinion  there  in  regard  to  having  peace  here- 
after is  based  upon  the  condition  that  no  prosecution  should  be  had  against  these 
criminalsl 

Answer,  I  think  so. 

(luestum.  Have  you  any  evidence  or  facts  upon  which  you  base  that  belief  f 

Answer,  None,  except  that  I  believe  the  general  sentiment  of  the  people  is  in  £n.vor  of 
having  these  cases  dismissed. 

Question.  That  might  be  the  ffeneral  sentiment  and  yet  not  be  a  condition  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  say  they  make  any  such  bargain ;  but  I  think  it  would  be  best ; 
these  are  my  views.  v 

ByMr.  Blair: 

Question.  I  desire  to  ask  you  in  reference  to  the  opinion  you  expressed  of  general 
amnesty— amnesty  for  the'  offenses  of  the  war,  I  presume  you  moan  7 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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Question,  Would  it  do  more  to  quiet  the  counttry  than  apything  else  t 

Ai\»wer»  I  think  so. 

Question,  Upon  what  do  you  base  that  opinion  T 

Answer,  There  are  a  ^eat  many  aspiring  men  in  Alabama,  as  there  are  everjwhere 
else.  They  have  been  Kept  down  under  disabilities.  They  want  to  have  a  chauco  to 
occupy  officisd  x>ositions ;  that  is  something  that  is  in  the  hiiuiau  heart,  it  is  tlu^  ,si-nti- 
mentof  ambition.  These  men  think  if  they  could  get  back  into  Cuii;^re.s.s — in  uilu^r 
words,  they  wish  to  be  placed  upon  an  equality  with  all  the  people  of  the  country. 

QwitMn,  Is  not  that  a  very  natural  sentimenit  T 

Answer,  I  think  so. 

Question,  Is  it  not  a  very  unnatural  thing  to  hold  men  responsible  for  that  abont 
wmch  they  have  nothing  to  say  f 

Answer,  They  do  have  something  to  say. 

Question,  Howt 

Answer,  They  have  a  vote ;  there  is  not  a  single  man  disfranchised  from  voting. 
,  Question,  They  are  disqualified. 

Answer,  From  holding  office  under  the  Qovemment  of  the  United  States. 

Question.  And  laboring  under  this  disqualification,  they  are  not  on  an  equality  with 
their  fellow-citizens  t 

Answer,  No.  sir. 

QwBBtion,  Tnerefore  they  cannot  take  any  p^osition  in  politics,  and  ought  not  to  be 
held  responsible  for  those  who  may  take  a  position  in  politics. 

Answer,  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  they  ought  not  to  be  held  responsible  for  outrfaigeB  T 

Question,  Ought  to  be  held  responsible  foi^their  own  acts,  but  not  to  be  called  upon 
to  exert  an  inmience,  when  they  are  not  allowed  to  hold  a  position. 

Answer,  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  of  the  Qovemment  of  the  United 
States  to  do  what  he  can  to  suppress  violence  in  any  community  in  which  he  lives. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  :    , 

Question,  Would  you  not  oonsider  the  mere  right  of  voting  as  a  very  poor  compensa- 
tion for  a  disqualification  from  holding  office  ? 

Answer,  I  was  a  m%jor  in  the  confederate  army ;  I  went  into  the  war  and  fought  the 
best  I  knew  how ;  I  came  out  and  accepted  the  situation,  and  I  think  I  can  live  under 
ihid  Government. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qws^en.  Bat  you  had  your  disabilities  removed  t 

Answer,  After  I  came  out  of  the  war. 

Question,  And  you  found  yourself  in  a  condition  to  accept  office  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  did  not  desiiis  any  office. 

Question,  I  am  not  asking  you  as  to  your  desire;  but  you  found  yourself  in  a  condi- 
tion to  accept  it  f 

Answer,  I  did  not  ask  for  the  removal  of  my  disabilities ;  they  were  removed  under 
a  general  bill. 

Ques^um.  Was  there  any  general  bill  removing  disabilities  from  the  people  of 
Alabama? 

Answer,  There  was  a  general  bill  removing  disabilities  from  all  persons  in  Alabama 
who  took  part  in  framing  the  convention  under  the  reconstruction  acts. 

QwBstion,  Removing  the  disabilities  from  certain  persons  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

^ueslicm.  And  vou  were  among  that  number? 

Answer,  Tes,  but. 

By  the  Chairman; 

QuMtion,  Is  it  the  oj^inion  of  those  men  who  are  disqualified  by  the  constitutional 
amendments  that  their  disquaUtications  can  best  be  removed  by  disregarding  the 
rigihts  of  other  people  t 

Answer,  No,  sur :  I  do  not  say  that. 

Question,  How  do  you  connect  these  proceedings,  then,  with  the  existence  of  those 
disqualifications  t 

Answer,  I  think  the  people  of  the  State  desire  these  disqualifications  removed. 

Question,  Those  who  were  under  disabilities  ? 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

ByBir.  Blair: 

Question,  Do  not  the  mass  of  people  of  the  State  desire  that  to  be  done  ? 

Answer,  Of  course  they  do ;  I  do  not  think  there  is  anybody  in  the  State  of  Alabama 
of  any  party  opposed  to  the  removal  of  political  disabilities ;  there  are  but  very  few,  at 
any  rate.   ^ 
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By  the  Chairman: 

QueatUm,  Has  the  existence  of  these  political  disabilities  anything  to  do  with  the 
causing  of  these  outrages? 

Answer,  I  think  it  has. 

Quesium.  Do  you  mean  that  the  men  laboring  under  these  disqualifications  prompt 
these  outrages  as  af  means  of  bringing  about  amnesty  to  themselves? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  You  mean  that  if  their  disabilities  were  removed  they  would  exert  an 
influence  wMch  thc^  do  not  now  feel  called  upon  to  exert? 

Answer.  I  think  if  these  men  were  relieved  from  their  disabilities  they  would  make 
better  citizens  of  the  Qovemment  than  they  are  with  the  disabilities  resting  upoathem, 
because  they  would  t^en  feel  that  they  were  upon  a  political  equality  with  all  their 
fellow-cijdzens. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  And  they  feel  it  particularly  severely  when  the  colored  race  is  put  over 
them  politically  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  have  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  that  thing  themselves. 

QuesHtm,  Originally  they  had  ? 

Answer,  They  refused  to  have  offices  under  the  Gk>vemmen^,  and  allowed  these  men 
to  come  in  and  take  them,  and  now  they  are  mad  because  they  cannot  get  them. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  if  conviction  were  had  upon  the  testimony  of  wit- 
nesoee,  and  punishment  ahould  follow  the  conviction,  the  friends  of  those  convicted 
would  retaliate  upon  the  witnesses,  and  in  that  way  produce  disturbances  ? 

Answer,  I  can  only  say  what  I  have  heard,  and  that  ia  that  the  rumor  in  the  country 
gjeaenXLy  is  tliat  if  men  go  before  that  court  and  testify  in  regard  to  these  rioters,  and 
they  are  convicted,  vengeance  would  be  wreaked  upon  witnesses.  I  judge  that  from 
tiie  very  fact  that  Mr.  CockreU  did  go  there  as  a  witness,  and  was  beaten  as  soon  as  he 
returned,  and  nearly  killed. 

Question.  With  such  a  sentiment  existing  in  the  community  as  that,  is  not  the  pro- 
gress of  justice  retarded?  ' 

Answer,  I  think  so. 

Question.  That  applies  to  these  political  offenses ;  I  understand  you  to  say  it  does  not 
apply  to  ordinary  offenses,  such  as  assault  and  battery,  &c. 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Qjuestion,  Could  a  republican  meeting  be  held  in  Eutaw  for  the  discussion  of  political 
questions  in  qaiet  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  If  an  election  should  be  ordered  by  your  legislature  for  any  purpose,  within 
the  next  six  months,  and  a  canvass  should  begin,  is  it  likely  that  the  present  state  of 
qaiet  would  continue?  ' 

Answer,  You  could  not  get  a  man  to  be  a  candidate  on  the  republican  side  of  the 
qo^tion  in  Gbeene  County. 

Question.  He  would  be  afraid  ? 

Answer,  Of  course  he  would. 

Question,  And  your  hope  is  that  the  two  years  without  an  election  will  work  a  change 
in  public  sentiment  ? 

Ansu>er,  That  is  my  opinion. 

Question,  That  is,  u  all  that  is  past  shall  be  allowed  to  rest,  and  nobody  be  punished 
for  it? 

Answer,  I  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  You  say  that  this  man  CockreU  was  beaten  because  he  went  down  to  Mo- 
bile as  a  witness? 

Anstcer,  That  is  the  general  impression  in  the  county. 

Question,  There  was  an  examination  here  last  winter,  and  some  seventy  or  eighty 
witnesses  were  examined  before  this  committee.  There  was  an  examination  of  wit- 
nesses iu  regard  to  Tennessee  a  year  or  t\^  ago  in  Coug^ress.  I  believe  there  has  been 
for  the  last  four  years  a  sort  of  chronic  examination  of  witnesses  about  affairs  in  tht) 
Southern  States.  Now,  have  you  ever  heard  of  any  other  witness  but  CockreU  beiug 
injured  for  testimony  that  he  has  given! 

Answer.  For  testimony  that  he  has  given  before  Congress? 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  witness  in  any  examination  that  has  taken  place 
while  you  were  m  Congress — I  suppose  there  must  have  been  four  or  five  hundi*ed  wit- 
nesses altogether — have  you  heard  of  any  one  of  them  being  injured  ? 

Answer.  There  were  none  of  them  fix)m  my  State ;  I  have  never  heard  of  any  beiur 
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interfered  with  in  North  Carolina,  or  in  any  other  State  from  whenee  witnoflsea  have 
been  snmmoned  here. 

Question,  Do  yon  not  know  that  there  was  a  great  point  made  la  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress last  year,  and  great  apprehension  expressed  by  Senators  and  Representatives  that 
our  proceedings  should  be  kept  secret  lest  these  witnesses  should  be  disturbed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  pretext  was  set  up  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  recollect  that  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Now,  the  testimony  has  been  published  by  the  authority  of  Congress,  and 
it  has  gone  back  home  where  these  witnesses  live.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  wit- 
ness being  disturbed  for  what  he  has  testified  to  f 

Answer,  1  have  never  heard  of  it ;  I  have  not  paid  any  particular  attention  to  North 
Carolina. 

Question,  And  this  is  the  solitary  case  of  a  witness  being  disturbed? 

Ansioer,  This  happened  but  shortly  since. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  bare  fact  of  a  witness  coming  into  court 
and  testifying  would  not  coll  retaliation  upon  him ;  but  if  the  offender  should  be  con- 
victed and  punished  upon  that  testimony,  then  retaliation  would  follow  T 

Ansioer,  Tliat  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  The  mere  investigation  would  not  call  retaliation  upon  a  witness,  while 
the  punishment  of  the  offender  would  f  '  ^ 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  the  simple  fact  that  Cookrell  went  to  Mobile  as  a  witness, 
although  he  gave  no  testimony,  brought  down  upon  him  a  sound  beating  as  soon  as  he 
got  back. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  How  do  you  know  that? 

Ansu>er,  IJudge  so  from  what  I  have  heard. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  that  from  your  own  knowledge — you  do  not  know  that  ho 
was  beaten  from  your  own  knowledge  ? 

Anstoer.  No,  sir;  but  it  is  generafly  conceded  by  every  one  there,  democrats  and 
republicans. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  it  denied  t 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Are  you  a  practicing  attorney  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  am  a  planter. 

Question,  Have  you  never  heard,  in  regard  to  oases  iu  courts,  of  witnesses  having 
been  maltreated  and  iigured  for  the  testimony  they  have  g[iven  f 

Ansu)er,  No,  sir ;  I  think  not.  I  am  a  planter  by  occupation,  and  have  had  very  little 
to  do  with  law. 

« 

\     By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  I  understand  you  to  say  that  yon  are  a  native  of  Alabama  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  bom  and  raised  within  a  mile  of  where  I  now  live. 

Question.  You  were  in  the  confederate  army  ? 

Answer.  1  was.  i 

Question.  Did  you  hold  any  office  before  the  war  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Then  you  were  really  under  no  disabilities  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  I  see  it  stated  here  in  the  "  Congressional  Directors  '^  that  the  vote  in  your 
district  at  the  last  Congressional  election  was  for  yourself  18,373,  and  for  your  oppO' 
nent,  16,540 ;  is  that  correct  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  my  minority  at  the  election  before  that  was  about  16,000. 

Question,  Was  there  a  fhll  vote  at  the  election  in  1868  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  was.  ' 

Question,  The  number  of  republican  voters  was  about  the  same  in  both  elections  T 

Answet\  Yes,  sir :  about  the  same.  In  the  first  contest  a  great  many  there  would  not 
vote  at  alL  The  democratic  party  nominated  as  their  candidate  one  who  had  been  a 
general  in  the  Federal  Army,  but  many  of  the  people  would  not  vote  for  him.  I  had 
been  in  the  confederate  army,  and  although  I  was  nominated  by  the  republicans,  a 
great  many  voted  for  me. 

Question,  The  Eutaw  riot  occurred  during  the  last  election  f 
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Annoer,  Tea,  sir.  I  kaow  that  a  repnblican  speech  was  not  made  in  Pickens  County. 
I  think  Senator  Warner  made  a  speech  of  abont  half  an  hour  in  Tuscaloosa  County.  I 
ttdnk  no  republican  en[»eech  was  made  in  Bibb  County.  I  think  Governor  Smith  made 
a  speech  in  Shelby  County.  The  counties  of  Tuscaloosa  and  Pickens  -^ere  not  can- 
vassed, for  the  simple  reason  that  we  could  not  canvass  them. 

Ques^n,  How  was  the  vote  in  those  counties  t 

Answer,  It  was  a  very  large  democratic  vote. 

QtM»<ion.  Was  there  much  change  from  the  republican  to  the  democratic  side  f 

Answer,  I  think  there  were  168  repnblican  votes  given  in  all  Pickens  County ;  while 
at  the  iost  election  I  carried  it  by  about  400  votes. 

Qwxtien.  Yon  carried  Qreene  County  in  1868  by  a  large  m^ority  ? 

Annoer,  Yes,  sir ;  about  2,200. 

Qwation,  And  in  1870  it  went  democratic  t 

An»iser,  Yes,  sir. 

Qiitsium,  Do  the  democrats  there  still  express  their  political  sentiments;  do  they  stil] 
electioneer  freely  t 

Answer.  Of  course  they  do. 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  3, 1871. 
Hon.  WILLARD  WARNER  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

(iMsHUm,  In  what  part  of  the  State  of  Alabama  do  you  reside  f 

Answer.  I  reside  at  Montgomery,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

Qif«9fi(m.  Have  you  within  the  last  year  or  two  been  through  any  considerable  por- 
tion of  that  State  t  If  so,  will  yon  go  on  and  give  us  the  facts  that  have  come  under 
year  observation  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the  safety  of 
the  lives  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  State! 

Answer,  I  have  within  the  past  year  been  pretty  generally  over  the  State.  During 
the  campaign  of  last  faU  I  was  through  the  whole  of  the  northern  and  middle  region8 
of  the  State.  I  was  in  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  counties  of  the  State.  At  other 
times  I  have  been  all  over. the  State.  I  believe  I  have  been  in  every  county  in  the 
State.    Your  question  is  a  very  general  one,  and  somewhat  difficult  to  answer. 

QwMtion.  You  say  that  during  the  last  year  you  were  through  the  western  and  north- 
em  counties  of  the  State? 

Answer,  The  western,  northern,  and  middle  counties.  I  was  in  Selma,  Talladega, 
Hontsville,  Decatur,  Tuscumbia,  Florence,  Moulton,  Courtland,  Demopolis,  Livingston, 
Eutaw,  Tuscaloosa^  and  other  important  towns. 

Qttestion.  If,  during  that  time,  any  facts  came  under  your  observation  which  will 
throw  light  upon  the  question  I  have  put  to  you  concerning  the  execution  of  the  laws 
and  the  security  of  life  and  property,  please  state  what  they  are. 

Answer,  I  will  say,  generally,  that  up  to  about  the  20th  of  October  last  the  canvass, 
80  far  as  I  was  engaged  in  it  or  saw  it,  was  a  very  quiet  and  peaceable  one.  I  saw 
nothing  during  my  canvass  in  North  Alabama  but  what  was  peaceable  and  quiet.  In 
all' that  region  of  country,  although  many  of  the  places  I  then  visited  for  the  first  time, 
I  was  treated  with  as  much  courtesy  as  I  could  expect  or  wish.  The  meetings  were  all 
quiet  and  peaceable ;  at  most  of  them  we  had  discussions ;  we  invited  discussion  al- 
ways. I  was  canvassing,  of  course,  as  a  republican,  and  fi>r  the  repnblican  State  ticket. 
I  was  accompanied  part  of  the  time  by  Judge  Rice,  and  part  of  the  time  by  Governor 
Smith — sometimes  by  both.  We  everywhere  invited  discussion ;  we  invited  our  demo- 
cratic friends  to  brinff  forward  their  representative  men,  such  as  they  would  be  respons- 
ible for,  to  discuss  the  issues  before  the  people.  At  very  many  places  they  did  so,  and 
the  discussions  in  the  meetings  were  all  friendly  and  kind,  with  nothing  more  of  sharp- 
ness or  acerbity  than  one  would  witness  in  any  Northern  State,  or  sometimes  here  in 
Cenjgress.  Until  I  reached  Demopolis  I  saw  no  exhibition  of  violence  or  of  unusual 
feeling.  When- 1  reached  Demopolis  I  made  a  speech  there  to  a  very  quiet  audience. 
After  the  meeting  was  over,  as  I  was  passing  from  the  stand  across  the  street,  a  gen- 
tleman whose  name  I  do  not  recollect,  a  lawyer  there  and  a  democ^rat,  whom  I  had 
met  and  been  introduced  to  in  the  morning,  and  with  whom  I  had  had  a  very  pleasant 
conversation,  mounted  on  a  box  at  the  comer  of  a  store,  or  on  a  porch,  and  called  to 
me  by  name  to  stop  and  hear  him  make  a  democratic  speech.  I  replied,  '^  Certainly,  I 
will  be  very  ^lad  to  hear  von.''  He  had  his  hat  on,  and  began  by  saying  that  he  did 
not  take  off  his  hat  to  anybody  except  to  his  God  and  to  the  legitimate  governor  of  the 
State ;  that  he  did  not  take  it  off  to  his  carpet-bag  and  scalawag  inferiors.  I  thought 
that  wafi  not  a  very  mild  response  to  my  acceptance  of  his  invitation  to  stop  and  listen 
to  him ;  but  I  did  not  take  any  notice  of  it,  and,  started  to  pass  on.  One  of  the  party 
who  was  with  me,  the  republican  senator  from  that , county,  at  once  made  a  pretty  tart 
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reply,  and  there  seemed  to  be  a  chance  for  a  difficulty.    I  said  to  him  that  he  bad  bet- 
tir  take  no  notice  of  it,  but  pass  along.    There  was  nothing  more  occurred  there.     We 
AvtJiit  over  to  Liylngston,  in  Sumter  Coxmty,  in  the  western  part  of  Alabama ;  tha^t  is, 
CJovemor  Smith,  ex-Qovemor  Parsons,  and  myself.    We  went  to  the  court-house  there 
and  held  a  meeting.    Governor  Smith  spoke  first.    He  was  a  great  deal  interrupted, 
and  a  ^^eat  many  insulting  remarks  were  made,  but  no  violence  was  done  him,  how- 
ever.   He  spoke  from  the  door  of  the  court-house.    While  he  was  speaking,  a  man 
came  up  and  stood  by  him  a  portion  of  the  time  with  a  large  knife  in  his  hand,  dra^vn. 
Other  men  came  in  with  revolvers  on  their  persons.    One  man  in  particular  several 
times  passed  out  by  him,  and  pushed  out  through  the  crowd  in  front  of  him,  althongb 
there  were  other  doors  of  the  court-house  open  tnrough  which  he  could  have  gone-    He 
came  in  in  the  same  way,  very  much  to  the  interruption  of  the  governor ;  he  walked  up 
to  him  while  speaking,  and  took  up  the  glass  of  water  which  was  on  the  stand,  and 
asked  him  if  he  did  not  want  a  drink  of  water.    The  man  who  stood  in  the  doorvray 
opposite  the  ^vemor  had  a  very  large  pocket  dirk-knife  in  his  hand,  which  he  held 
in  a  brandishmg  way;  part  of  the  time  he  held  it  behind  his  back.    I  watched  him 
closely,  ns  I  thought  he  was  perhaps  in  liquor,  and  mi^ht  attempt  violence.    I  moved 
my  chair  up  close  to  him,  so  as  to  be  within  reach  of  hmi,  and  gave  him  to  understand 
that  I  was  watching  him.    He  tiien  moved  across  on  the  other  side  of  the  hall  and  sat 
down.    I  walked  across  the  hall,  intending  to  give  him  to  imderstand  that  I  was 
watching  his  movements.    I  took  out  a  cigar  and  asked  him  for  a  match,  which  he 
gave  me.    Directly  two  or  three  more  men  came  in  immediately  behind  the  governor, 
and  sat  there,  armed  with  revolvers  in  sight,  and  interrupted  hun  by  remarks,  thoagli 
they  did  not  offer  any  violence.    I  walkS  baek  to  one  of  them — the  ugliest  looking 
customer  there->offered  him  a  cigar,  and  asked  him  if  he  had  a  match.    He  took  the 
cigar,  cave  me  a  match,  and  after  awhile  sauntered  out.    After  Governor  Smith  got 
through.  Governor  Parsons  followed.    He  was  interrupted  a  great  deal,  but  no  violence 
was  offered  to  him.    I  spoke  after  him,  and  was  not  insulted  or  interrupted.    It  hegan 
to  rain,  and  we  adjourned  the  meeting  and  went  over  to  the  hotel.    After  we  had  been 
there  a  little  while  four  or  five  young  men  came  over  and  inquired  for  Burton,  the  re- 
publican candidate  for  lieutenant  governor,  who  was  with  us.    One  man  walked  up  to 
him  and  wanted  to  know  if  he  was  the  editor  of  the  Demopolis  Renublican,  and  he 
answered  that  he  was.    It  was  evident,  from  the  man's  manner,  that  ne  was  in  liquor^ 
and  intended  some  violence ;  his  comrades  there  seemed  to  understand  that.    I  stepped 
up  by  the  side  of  Burton,  when  a  comrade  of  the  man — I  was  told  that  his  name  was 
Keno— -came  up  and  took  him  away.    Burton  then  went  into  the  hoi»»e,  and  went  up 
stairs.    I  went  into  a  lower  room — the  office  or  reception-room  of  the  tavern.    Perhaps 
twenty  of  these  young  men  came  in  after  me.    I  remained  there  alone  with  t^em^^^  H>r 
Governor  Smith,  Governor  Parsons,  and  Mr.  Burton  had  gone  up  stairs.    I  remained 
with  them  some  time.    They  made  some  slight  remarks,  and  I  walked  around  among 
them  and  looked  at  them.    They  said  that  they  thought  candidates  ought  to  treat. 
Finally  they  dropped  out  one  by  one,  and  went  off.    After  awhile  four  or  ^ve  came 
back,  and  again  inquired  for  Burton.    The  landlady  came  up  stairs  and  said  that  some 
men  wanted  to  see  Mr.  Burton.    She  was  crying,  and  said,  "I  hope  you  will  not  go 
down ;  I  think  they  want  to  kill  yon,  or  do  you  some  violence ;  they  are  in  liquor,  and 
I  wish  you  would  not  go  down."   I  said  to  Burton,  "  You  stay  here,  and  I  will  go  down 
and  see  them."    The  landlady  said.  "  No ;  if  anybody  goes  down  there  win  be  trouble." 
She  said  that  she  would  tell  them  that  Burton  was  not  there.    Finally  the  young  men 
went  off.    I  was  unarmed :  my  usual  habit  is  to  ffo  unarmed.    I  asked  Burton  if  he 
was  armed,  for  I  was  satisned  that  they  meatft  violence  to  him.    He  said  he  had  a  oon- 

Sle  of  Derringers  in  his  ]^ket.  I  said  to  him,  **  The^  may  assault  you  as  we  go  to  the 
epot ;  you  had  better  give  me  one  of  them."  He  did  so,  and  I  put  it  in  my  pocket. 
Toward  evening  we  went  to  the  depot  without  being  disturbed  at  all.  From  there  we 
went  over  to  Eutaw,  in  Greene  County.  Governor  Smithy  Governor  Parsons,  and  my- 
self were  advertised  to  speak  there  at  a  republican  meetmg.  The  next  morning  we 
saw  posters  calling  a  democratic  meeting  for  the  same  day,  announcing  that  several  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  State,  the  democratic  candidate  for  governor,  the  chairman  of 
the  State  committee,  I  think  ex-Governor  Watts,  and  I  think  one  or  two  others  of  the 
leading  men,  would  speak  there.  I  knew  very  well  that  they  were  not  there,  but  were 
engag^  elsewhere ;  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  be  there.  I  told  several  of  my 
friends  that  that  was  unfortunate ;  that  it  was  a  very  aignificaut  fact  that  they  should 
call  a  democratic  meetiug  on  the  same  day  with  the  republican  meeting  iu  a  county 
like  that,  and  in  the  then  excited  state  of  public  feeling.  I  said  I  thought  it  was  in- 
tended to  make  difficulty,  or  if  not  intended,  that  that  wOuld  be  the  effect  of  it.  I 
expressed  that  same  opinion  to  the  sheriff,  and  said  that  I  thought  no  prudent,  well- 
meaning  man,  however  devoted  to  his  party  he  fiiight  be,  would  call  opposing  political 
meetings  in  a  county  like  Greene  upon  the  same  day.  I  noticed  by  the  posters  that 
the  democrats  from  all  the  adjoining  counties  were  invited  to  come  m.  But  Governor 
Smith  sent  for  the  sheriff  and  for  General  Crawford,  who  was  in  commandof  the  troops 
in  the  State.    The  State  was  ma4e  into  a  military  district,  and  General  Crawford  was 
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in  ooiuiDand  of  the  dietriot,  and  was  there  in  Eutaw  at  the  time.  The  governor,  the 
sLcrifi',  Creueral  Crawford,  and  myself  had  an  interview  together.  Some  of  the  older 
citizens,  like  Judge  Miller,  who  was  before  the  committee  yesterday,  and  Governor 
Parsons,  who  knew  the  people  there  ver^f  well,  stated  that  there  was  going  to  be  diffi- 
culty. I  replied  that  I  hoped  not.  They  said  they  knew  the  people  better  than  I  did ; 
that  there  was  a  riot  in  conten^lation  there ;  that  the  intention  was  to  break  np  oar 
meeting.  We  expressed  these  fears  to  the  sheriff.  He  said  there  were  a  great  many 
young  men  there,  and  that  th^y  had  been  drinking.  I  noticed,  as  I  walked  about,  a  large 
number  of  young  men  all  armed,  most  of  them  showing  revolvers  in  plain  sight ;  they 
were  c^athered  about  the  saloons.  The  sheriff  said  that  he  could  keep  the  peace.  Gov- 
ernor Smith  asked  him  if  he  wanted  the  troops  to  assist  him ;  there  was  one  company 
of  United  States  troops,  under  the  gonnuand  ef  Msyor  Leighten,  encamped  in  the  out- 
skirts of  the  town.  The  sheriff  aaia  he  did  not  want  them  to  assist  him.  Some  one  of 
the  party  said  that  there  were  evident  indications  of  a  disposition  to  make  trouble 
there  that  day,  and  asked  the  sheriff  if  he  had  not  better  have  the  troops.  The  sheriff 
said.  *'No ;  the  bringing  of  the  troops  inhere  might  be  construed  into  a  provocation — 
mignt  irritate  the  people ;  keep  the  troops  out  of  sight,  and  I  will  be  responsible  for 
the  peace.  I  will  keep  it,  or  die  in  the  attempt  f  that  was  his  language.  ^^  I  have  a 
hundred  men  here  that  I  nave  sworn  in  as  deputy  sheri^ ;  they  are  sober  men,  and  I 
call  depend  upon  them."  It  was  evident  from  his  conversation,  from  the  fact  that  he 
bad  sworn  in  a  hundred  men,  that  he  himself  was  apprehensive  of  difficulty.  It  wa^ 
decided  not  to  bring  in  the  troops.  We  then  concluded  to  invite  the  democrats  to  a 
discussion.  A  committee  was  ax)pointed  to  wait  upon  their  leading  men,  inviting 
Mendly  discussion.  Judge  Miller,  Congressman  Hays,  and  S.  W.  Coc&ell  were  desig- 
nated as  oar  committee. 

The  Chairman.  We  have  had  a  pretty  fidl  statement  .from  Judge  Miller  in  reference 
to  that  invitation.  '  ' 

The  WrrxESS.  I  have  here  the  original  note  of  invitation,  together  with  the  reply 
from  the  democratic  committee. 

The  Chairman.  Ton  can  go  on  and  state  it. 

The  Witness.  The  invitation,  signed  by  Judge  Miller,  Mr.  Hays,  and  Mr.  Cockrell, 
was  as  follows : 

"  Eutaw,  Ockiber  25,  A,  D.  1870. 

"  To  ike  FreaideiU  of  ike  JkmocreMe  Club : 

"  We  propose  to  appoint  a  committee  of  two  to  meet  a  committee  of  two  from  your 
party,  to  arrange  the  tenus  of  discussion  for  the  day,  to  meet  immediately  at  the  cir- 
cuit clerkfB  office. 

"  WM.  MILLER. 

"  CHARLES  HAYS. 

«  S.  W.  COCKRELL." 

To  that  invitation  the  following  reply  was  sent : 

^'  Gentl£M£N  :  In  answer  to  your  note  bf  this  date,  we,  the  committee  appointed 
by  the  president  of  the  Democratic  and  Conservative  Council  of  Greene  County,  are 
inBtructed  to  say,  that  we  do  not  consider  the  questions  in  the  present  political  canvass 
debatable,  either  as  to  men  or  measures ;  and  that  we,  therefore,  in  bdialf  of  the 
democratic  and  conservative  party  of  Greene  County,  decline  any  discussion  whatever. 

'» J.  J.  JOLLY, 
"J.  G.  PIERCE, 

^^  CommUiee, 
"  Eutaw,  October  85, 1870." 

Receiving  that  repl^,  we  then  prooeeded  to  the  court-houae.  The  demoerate  had 
organized  uieir  meeting  on  one  side  of  the  court-house,  speaking  from  ^  eftile  there 
was  there.  Upon  consultation  with  the  sheriff  of  the  cQunty,  who  was  a  democrat, 
we  concluded  to  go  to  the  other  side  oi  the  court-house,  entirely  out  of  their  way,  aud 
organize  our  meeting.  I  suggested  to  the  sheriff'  that  he  had  better  clear  the  court- 
house, and  either  guard  or  close  all  the  doors  but  that  from  which  we  spoke.  I  was 
xeally  apprehensive  of  difficulty,  of  dang^,  of  extreme  violence.  He  said  he  would  clear 
the  court-house  and  give  us  possession  of  it,  and  let  us  speak  from  t^e  doors,  so  that 
we  would  be  in  no  danger  except  frt>m  the  front.  He  failed  or  was  unable  to  do  so. 
A  party  of  these  young  men  were  in  the  court-house,  and  he  could  not  or  would^  not 
dear  them  out.  These  young  men  were  about  us  and  urging  us  to  speak.  Thev 
seemed  to  think  that  wo  would  abandon  the  meeting.  They  got  around  me  sand  said, 
"Go  on,  General,  and  speak."  We  set  a  table  out  in  front  cf  the  window  of  the  office 
of  the  circuit  cko-k,  Captain  Smith,  who  was  a  friend.  We  told  him  to  lock  his  door 
and  keep  it  locked,  and  to  stay  inside,  so  that  whatever  danger  there  should  be  would 
be  in  front.    I  got  upon  the  little  table  (it  was  about  three  feet  square)  and  com- 
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menoed  speaking.     I  spoke,  I  suppose,  for  an  hour.     I  made,  I  think,  snch  a  Rpeecb 
as  I  always  make — ^kind,  conciliatory,   with  nothing  in  it   that  would   give  of- 
fense to  any  one.      I  was  interrupted  a  great   desu,  and   insulted   many  times. 
And  here  allow  mb  td  say  that  the  town  of  Eutaw  is  the  only  place  in  the  State  where  I 
have  been  seriously  interrupted  or  insulted.    Except  there,  I  never  received  a  personal 
insult  in  the  State ;  in  fact,  I  never  had  an  individual  come  up  to  me  and  make  insulting 
remarks  at  any  other  place.    I  never  was  int-errupted  in^  meeting  in  any  other  place  in 
the  State  except  by  some  drunken  man  on  the  outskirts  of  the  crowd,  who  might  cry 
out,  "  That  is  a  damned  lie,"  or  something  of  that  sort.    But  here  there  were  about  2,0(W 
men,  I  suppose ;  of  that  number  I  suppose  1,800  were  colored  men.    Perhaps  10  or  15 
of  the  whites  were  republicans,  and  the  rest  of  them  were  democrats,  mostly  young 
men,  and  all  armed ;  yon  could  see  the  arms  on  ny>st  of  them.    They  gathered  on  the 
right  and  left  of  the  stand,  at  the  comers  of  the  oourt-house,  and  made  a  great  deal  of 
interruption,  so  that  it  was  very  difficult  for  me  to  speak.    I  kept  my  temper,  however, 
and  finally  concluded  my  remarks.    While  I  was  speaking  one  of  these  young  men 
climbed  up  on  the  table  beside  me,  sat  in  the  window  right  behind  my  back,  almost 
touching  me^  and,  finally,  got  into  Captain  Smith's  room.    I  felt  quite  apprehensive 
daring  the  time  I  was  spdfiS:ing  that  some  of  these  men  might  attempt  some  violence ; 
but  no  violence  was  offered.    After  I  got  through  CJovemor  Parsons  spoke ;  hp  was 
treated  in  about  the  same  way.    He  made  a  very  Kind  speech ;  I  remember  that  he  ex- 
tolled (General  Lee  very  highly.    After  he  got  through,  the  white  men  there,  the  demo- 
crats, made  a  call  for  ELays,  who  is  the  member^of  Congress  from  that  district  and 
lives  in  that  county.    Hewas  present  with  his  little  child  five  or  six  years  old.    It  had 
previously  been  understood  between  Mr.  Hays  and  myself  that  he  should  not  speak,  as 
the  feeling  against  him  in  the  county  was  stronger  than  against  any  of  the  rest  of  us ; 
he  said  he  did  not  desire  to  speak.    But  when  Governor  Parsons  got  off  the  stand,  a 
ndmber  ofthe  young  men,  democrats,  called  out  for  Hays  by  a  general  shout.    I  said  to 
Hays — I  do  not  know  that  he  heard  me,  there  was  so  much  noise — *'Do  not  gert  up 
there.''    He  got  up  on  the  stand ;  I  was  sitting  with  my  hand  resting  on  the  little 
table ;  he  said  afterward  that  he  got  up  there  simply  to  thank  them  and  to  adjourn  the 
meeting.    When  he  got  up  there  these  young  men  raised  a  tremendous  howl,  almost 
deafening.    He  stood  there,  with  his  hat  behind  him  in  his  hand,  perhaps  half  a  minute, 
waiting  Jor  the  howling  to  subside.    The  republicans,  the  colored  men,  were  standing 
still,  not  saying  a  word.    I  sat  inside  on  the  table.    Suddenly  a  man  standing  there 
reached  up  and  caught  Mr.  Hays  by  the  arm  or  by  the  coat  and  jerked  him  violently, 
either  pulling  hinwoff  the  table  or  obliging  him,  perhaps,  to  Jump  off  the  table  to  save 
himself  from  falling.     Thereupon  the  sheriff  seized  the  man,  caught  him  by  the 
shoulders,  and  took  nim  rather  violently  into  the  court-house  hall^  as  I  thought  in  goo<l 
faith.    As  he  went  into  the  court-house  these  white  young  men  disappeared  from  both 
sides  of  the  stand ;  those  on  the  left' ran  into  the  hall,  and  those  on  the  xight  ran  int» 
the  court-house ;  I  thought  at  the  time  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  this  man. 
But  within  a  moment*  snots  were  fired ;  perhaps  it  was  h^i^dly  a  moment  before  the 
first  shot  was  fired.    I  heard  them  from  the  left,  just  over  my  shoulder  from  the  \viudow. 
The  table  was  standing  by  the  window ;  the  shots  were  fired  just  over  my  shoulder.    I 
had  not  got  out  of  my  seat,  but  turned  around  and  saw  a  man  come  out  of  the  court- 
house hall  and  level  a  pistol  at  the  negroes,  who  had  turned  and  fied  at  the  first  fire. 
He  fired  and  cocked  and  fired  again,  at  a  distance  perhaps  of  fifteen  feet  from  .the 
negroes.    I  caught  up  the  papers  in  my  hands  and  walked  very  deliberately  to  the 
pignt,  in  order  to  get  out  of  the  way  of-  the  firing.    There  came  around  from  the  right- 
hand  side  of  the  court-house  a  pretty  good  Ime  of  men,  thirtv  or  forty,  I  should 
think.     They  came  around  all  together,  and  formed  a  tolerable  line  across  from 
the  comer  of  the  court-house  to  the  fence,  and  commenced  filing  on  the  negroes, 
who  had  broken  down  the  court-house  fence  and  were  fleeing  away  as  fast  as  they 
could.     These  men  cocked  their  revolvers  and  fired  upon  them  as  rapidly  as  they 
could.    I  looked  at  them  for  a  moment,  and  then  walked  up  to  them  as  they  were 
firing.    I  saw  some  colored  men  falling  on  the  grass  and  then  scrambling  up  and 
movmg  off.    I  walked  up  tq  these  men  and  held  up  my  hand  in  a  deprecating  manner, 
and  said,  ''For  God's  sake,  stop  this."    One  of  them  who  was  nearest  to  me  turned 
around  and  cast  a  kind  of  defiant  but  yet  somewhat  surprised  look  at  mo.    One  of 
them  leveled  his  pistol  upon  us,  Governor  Parsons,  lir.  Brown,  and  myself;  he  was 
standing  about  the  length  of  this  table  distant  from  us.    Ho  leveled  his  pistol  at  Gov- 
ernor Parsons.    The  Governor  said. ''For  God's  sake  don't  shoot  at  me;  I  have  done 
you  no  harm."    The  crowd  stopped  firing  and  turned  their  attention  to  u9.    Just  at 
that  instant  the  sheriff  came  ai'ound  with  his  arms  spread  out  and  said,  *'  Stop  this ; 
stop  this!"    The  man  stopped  for  a  moment  and  seemed  to  be  deliberating  whether  he 
should  shoot  Persons.    He  then  saw  Mr.  Hays  on  my  right ;  turning  a  little  to  one 
side  to  avoid  me,  he  threw  his  pistol  down  upon  Hays  and  Mr.  Brown,  who  were  both 
together,  and  tried  to  shoot  them.    They  both  sprang  behind  me ;  I  saw  them  getting 
behind  me,  and  squatting  on  the  ground  to  avoid  his  fire.    By  that  time  the  negroefi 
had  been  driven  out  of  the  jDonrt*house  yard  and  across  the  street,  where  they  had 
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stopped  and  tnitied,  and  be^nui  to  fire  back ;  a  few  were  firing  back.    Just  at  that 

moment  I  heard  somebody  call  out,  "  Boys,  hold  your  fire  !"    The  firing  then  ceased.    I 

started  and  walked  out  through  the  crowd  right  among  them.    I  suppose  there  were 

£>rty  or  fifty  of  them  all  standing  there  with  their  revolvers  in  their  hands,  smoking, 

as  they  had  been  firing. 

QuesiUnu  Did  you  understand  that  cry  to  be  addressed  to  the  negroes  or  to  the  white 

men? 

Anmicer,  To  the  whit^  men ;  the  negroes  were  too  far  off;  it  was  addressed  to  the 
L--_L         ^  _^       ^..  .    .,  .  ,  ,      ^       ,   ,       .   ,, ^        hol^  your 

:  out  of  the 
just  felt  the 

blow  on  my  head,  but  I  could  not  tell  who  it  was,  for  when  I  turned  around  his  hands 
were  dropped,  whoever  it  was.    I  guess  it  was  pretty  lucky  I  did  not  know,  for  the 
blow  aroused  me  a  great  deal  and  I  am  airaid  I  should  have  lost  mv  self-possession.    I 
turned  around  to  pick  up  my  hat,  when  another  man  kicked  it ;  tnen  another  kicked 
it ;  and  then  the  whole  crowd  one  after  another  played  footrhall  with  it,  and  kicked  it 
aa'oss  tlie  yard.    I  started  back  to  get  it,  when  a  man  by  the  name  of  Dunlap,  a  dem- 
ocrat, who  seemed  to  be  in  accord  with  the  party  there,  walked  up  to  me  and  took  me 
Ly  the  arm  in  a  Mendly  sort  of  way,  and  said,  "  General,  you  had  better  get  away  from 
here,  or  you  will  get  hurt."    I  said,  "  I  want  my  hat  nrst."    I  turned  back  to  get  it, 
when  somebody  brought  it  to  me.    Dunlap  walked  by  my  side  half  way  across  the 
street,  and  then  left  me,  and  I  went  to  the  hotel.    In  a  few  moments  I  saw  the  troops 
come  on  to  the  ground.    However,  before  I  got  to  the  hotel,  as  I  walked  across  the 
street,  I  heard  a  man  say,  I  saw  him.    '/Boys,  form  a  line  across  the  street."    The^ 
tamed  and  formed  a  line  across  the  street  at  right  angles  to  the  impromptu  line  which 
they  had  formed  when  they  first  fired  on  the  negroes.    Just  as  I  got  to  the  hotel  the 
troops  came  up  between  the  negroes  and  these  men  who  were  mriug,  and  there  the 
matter  stopped.    That  waa  all  that  I  saw  of  the  affair  myself,  excepting  that  as  we 
were  walkmg  away  fiom.  the  hotel  to  go  down  the  street  with  Mr.  Cockrell  for  the  pur- 
pose of  staying  at  his  house  that  night,  I  saw  some  negroes  hauling  away  a  wounded 
man  on  a  dray.    That  is,  I  saw  one  man  yrithin  the  shtuts  of  the  dray,  and  there  was  a 
wounded  man  lying  on  the  dray,  which  this  man  was*  pulling  down  the  street.    I  was 
walking  down  with  Governor  Smith  and  Governor  Parsons.  I  stepped  out  into  the  street 
aad  asked  the  man  what  was  the  matter ;  he  said  the  man  had  been  shot  in  the  riot.  I  saw 
a  bullet-hole  in  his  thigh:  his  thigh  w^  broken.    I  asked  him  if  he  could  not  get  any- 
body to  take  him  away :  he  said  no,  that  all  were  afraid  to  help.    I  gave  him  $10,  and 
told  him  to  send  for  a  physician  and  to  hire  somebody  to  help  nim  on.    Wo  then  went 
down  xmd  staid  all  night  with  Mr.  Cockrell.  We  left  in  the  morning  and  took  the  train 
at  5  o'clock  to  go  down  to  York,  on  the  Selma  and  Meridian  Railroad,  intending  to  go 
bade  to  Selma.    We  had  been  advertised  to  speak  at  Tuscaloosa  on  the  second  day 
aft^ward ;  but  we  had  all  concluded  that  it  would  be  very  dangerous  to  go  there  j  that 
it  would  be  at  the  most  imminent  risk  of  our  lives  to  do  so^  and  that  we  had  better  not 
go.    I  adhered  to  the  idea  of  going  for  awhile,  but  they  nnally  prevailed  upon  me  to 
give  it  up,  and  I  went  with  them  as  far  as  York  station.    When  I  got  down  there  I 
chflAged  my  mind,  and  told  them  I  was  going  back  to  Tuscaloosa  whatever  the  conse- 
quences might  be.   I  went  baok  alone ;  none  of  our  party  went  with  me.  I  went  back 
to  Eutaw  the  day  after  the  riot,  and  took  dinner  there.  I  saw  this  man  Dunlap  sitting 
across  the  street  m  j&ont  of  a  saloon,  and  recognized  him  ae  the  man  who  had  come  Up 
to  me  the  day  before.    I  walked  over  to  him  and  asked  him  if  his  name  was  Dunlap. 
He  said  it  wa&    I  aaid^  ^'  You  came  up  to  me  yesterday  and  took  my  arm  and  asked 
me  to  come  away.''    He  said,  '*  Yes,"  and  seemed  to  be  somewhat  surprised.    I  said, 
"I  recognized  that  as  a  friendly  act,  and  I  want  to  aGk6wledge  it  as  such."    He  said, 
"You  were  in  great  danger."    I  said, ''  I  supposoyon  thought  so ;  at  any  rate  I  recog- 
nize it  as  a  iriendly  act,  and  want  to  thank  you  for  it."    I  went  to  Tuscaloosa  and  we 
he^  a  very  quiet  meeting  there  the  next  day. 

(Question.  How  many  persons  were  wounded  at  that  Eutaw  meeting  ? 

ArMycer,  We  have  no  means  of  knowing  \  the  crowd  scattered  at  once  and  the 
wounded  men  were  carried  off.  I  have  no  means  of  knovdug  certainly  j  I  only  know 
what  I  have  heard  from  others.  Mr.  Hays  has  told  me  that  from  the  best  Id  formation 
he  could  get,  picking  up  imformation  from  negroes  and  others  there,  there  were  some 
fifiy-four  wounded,  of  whom  some  three  or  four,  I  think  he  said*  had  since  died.  This 
man  whom  I  saw  with  his  thigh  broken  I  underatand  afterwards  died. 

QHe»iionf  You  say  you  had  a  peaceihl  meeting  at  Tuscaloosa  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  1  may  say  liere  that  two  yeturs  before  I  had  been  at  tl^is  sama  town 
of  Eutaw,  and  had  been  prevented  by  a  mob  from  speaking.  I  began  making  a  very 
qniet  speech  upon  old  whie  points,  and  was  int-errupted  by  a  lot  or  armed  mcu  in  my 
ii»nt,  who  said  that  no  &mned  Yankee  should  speak  there.  One  man  said,  "  Gou 
dfldon  him,  his  coat-tail  is  too  short ; "  another  man  swore  that  no  man  who  wore  a  plug 
hat  should  speak  in  Eutaw ;  another  man  said  that  no  damned  Yankee  should  speak 
tiberob    After  ti^ng  to  reason  with  them,  I  finally  had  t9  give  it  up.    It  was  the  first 
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time  I  had,ever  been  obliged  to  yield  my  freedom  of  epeeoh,  and  I  felt  that  I  woukl 
rather  be  killed  right  there  on  the  stand  than  to  abandon  it ;  I  felt  it  waa  very  much 
like  running  away  from  battle  in  time  of  war.  Finally  I  satisfied  my  own  self-respect 
by  saying  that  I  was  in  ^e  hands  of  the  local  committee,  and  would  abide  by  their 
decision.  They  agreed  to  give  up  the  meeting.  In  Eutaw  the  mob  expressed^  their 
willingness  to  hear  Hays,  who  was  a  resident  of  the  county,  but  said  they  would  not 
hear  me.  That  was  in  1868.  I  wont  to  Tuscaloosa  a  day  or  two  afterwards,  and  there 
the  famous  Ryland  Randolph,  who  was  the  editor  of  a  celebrjited  paper  there,  with 
some  others,  interrupted  Hays  while  he  was  trying  to  speak,  and  prevented  him  from 
doing  so.  They  said  they  were  willing  I  should  speak,  for  they  did  not  expect  any- 
thing better  from  me  than  to  be  a  republican ;  but  for  a  native  Southern  man  to  Wa 
republican  was  more  than  they  would  stand.  I  declined  to  speak  unless  they  would 
let  Hays  speak  also.  Some  of  the  citizens,  among  others  the  president  of  the  Seymour 
and  Blair  club,  came  to  me  and  said,  "  Our  people  want  to  hear  you  speak."  William 
R.  Smith,  who  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  Congress,  and  Mr.  Jamison,  both  came  to 
me  and  said,  "  We  want  you  to  speak  here ;  you  can  do  so."  I  will  say  that  while  they 
were  interrupting  Mr.  Hays  thispresident  of  the  Seymour  and  Blair  club  got  up  and 
appealed  to  the  mob  to  let  Mr.  Hays  speak.  He  said,  "  He  has  a  right  to  speak ;  you 
are  doing  your  cause  more  harm  by  acting  in  this  way  than  he  can  do  it."  But  they 
would  not  allow  him  to  speak.  They  came  to  me  to  speak,  for  they  did  not  want  it  to 
go  abroad  that  a  United  States  Senator  could  not  speak  there.  I  said  to  them,  "  This 
mob  is  as  much  your  master  as  it  is  mine ;  you  cannot  control  it.  If  you  will  get  up 
here  and  say  that  I  have  as  much  right  to  speak  as  you  have,  that  you  will  stand  by 
me,  and  that  the  man  who  insults  me  insults  you,  I  will  speak."  They  would  not  take 
that  stand.  Finally,  however,  I  said  I  would  speak  if  Mr.  Hays  had  no  objection  ;  but 
the  sheriff  of  the  county  sent  up  word  not  to  speak,  for  they  would  kill  me  on  the 
stand;  and  I  finally  gave  it  up.  The  last  time  I  wont  over  there  I  was  alone,  and  spoke 
.for  perhaps  two  and  a  half  or  three  hours.  Mr.  Randolph  was  there  at  that  time,  and 
some  twenty  or  thirty  leading  democrats,  who  remained  there  most  of  the  time,  and  * 
listened  attentively  to  my  speech.  Mr.  Randolph  remained  there  a  part  of  the  time, 
and  listened  very  attentively  to  me.  After  tha^  during  the  remainder  of  the  canvass, 
so  far  as  I  saw,  it  was  very  quiet. 

Queatian,  Was  this  the  only  portion  of  the  State  of  Alabama  in  which  persons  were 
not  free  to  express  their  political  sentiments  on  either  side,  let  them  be  what  they 
mayt  • 

Answer.  I  may  say  that  I  never  have  been  interfered  with  at  any  point  except  Eutaw. 
I  have  canvassed  the  State  three  times,  and  have  never  been  interfered  with  at  any 
other  place.  But  there  are  a  great  many  counties  in  the  State,  and  always  have  been, 
where  it  has  been  regarded  that  any  republican  coming  there  to  make  speeches  does  it 
at  personal  peril.  I  think  now  tnat  any  man — any  republican — who  should  go  into 
the  counties  of  Greene,  Sumter,  Choctaw,  Pickens,  Fayette,  or  Washington  to  make  a 
republican  speech  wpuld  do  it  at  great  personal  risk  of  his  life. 

Question,  Upon  what  do  you  base  that  belief? 

Ajistcer.  From  personal  observations  in  Greene  County,  in  Sumter  County,  and  in 
Pickens  County,  of  the  temper  of  the  people  there ;  from  the  many  outrages  which  I 
am  satisfied  frx>m  the  testimony  of  others  have  been  committed  ;  fr^ra  the  tone  and 
temper  of  the  papers  published  in  those  districts ;  and  from  the  uniform  testimony  of 
republicans  who  have  been  in  those  counties,  and  who  live  in  them. 

Question,  Does  that  result  from  the  general  intolerance  of  republican  sentiment 
among  the  mass  of  the  people,  or  is  it  because  of  the  fact  to  which  you  alluded  in 
reference  to  Tuscaloosa — ^the  inability  to  control  the  mob  element  in  those  counties? 

Answer,  I  think  the  newspaper  editors  and  the  democratic  politicians  are  mainly  re- 
sponsible for  the  extremely  bitter  and  intolerant  feeling  whi^  prevails  toward  repub- 
licans in  the  State ;  and  that  out  of  the  feeling  which  grows  from  their  bitter  news- 
paper articles  and  their  inflauimatory  speeches  on  the  stump  and  in  conversation,  flow 
these  acts  of  violence.  I  think  that  in  Greene  County — which,  as  I  am  perfectly  satis- 
fied, is  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  mob,  where  the  law  is  as  powerless  as  it  possi- 
bly can  be  to  punish  anybody  for  offenses  of  this  character — I  think  that  even  in  that 
county  there  is  a  large  body,  perhaps  not  a  majority,  though  possibly  there  may  be  a 
majority,  of  the  solid  people  of  the  county  who  disapprove  of  these  thin^,  and  would 
be  glad  to  see  the  law  rigorously  enforced  and  these  desperadoes  brouglit  to  punish- 
ment. But  they  are  as  much  afraid  of  the  mob  as  we  are.  Many  Of  their  men,  men 
of  character,  will  sit  down  and  talk  with  me,  and  deplore  all  this.  They  ^'xM  some- 
times warn  republicans  of  danger  and  say,  "Don't  use  my  name ;  my  life  would  not  be 
worth  a  cent  if  I  were  known  in  this  matter."  They  are  afraid  of  the  vengeance  of 
tlie  mob,  and  they  are  afraid  to  t^ke  any  steps  to  put  it  down.  The  bitterness  of  their 
utterances  is  pretty  well  illustrated  by  a  little  incident  that  occurred  on  the  cars  one 
day  as  I  was  traveling.  A  young  lawyer  of  Shelby  County,  a  man  of  ability  and  edu- 
cation, whom  I  had  met,  came  and  sat  down  by  me.  He  expressed  a  feeling  of  kind- 
ness to  me  personally,  but  speaking  of  Governor  Parsons,  he  said,  "Damn  him;  he 
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ought  to  be  hung,"  I  said  to  him,  "  See  here,  young  man,  you  have  character  and  po- 
sition and  office  m  your  county ;  you  do  not  b<Slieve  what  you  have  just  said,  and  you 
woidd  not  be  one  of  a  party  to  hang  Governor  Parsons ;  but  you  make  that  remark, 
and  the  mob,  when  they  get  drunk,  go  and  carry  it  into  execution ;  that  is  the  way  the 
thing  is  done."  He  replied,  "I  know  that  is  wrong."  Now  that  is  a  fair  illustration 
of  it.  I  will  give  you  another  one.  I  heard  the  chairman  of  the  democratic  State 
committee  last  fall,  when  Governor  Smith  was  making  a  perfectly  legal  contest  for  his 
place  as  governor,  and  thought  he  was  in  danger  and  .called  for  some  troops,  I  heard 
the*  chairman  of  the  Stat«  committee,  who  was  a  man  of  ability  and  a  lawrer,  say,  in 
a  speech  which  he  made  rieht  under  my  window  at  the  hotel,  "Governor  Smith  is  in 
no  danger ;  he  need  not  ca3l  for  the  troops,  but  he  knows  he  ought  to  be  killed,  and 
theyefore  he  is  afraid."  Now,  when  leader?  make  such  remarks  as  those,  the  mob,  when 
they  are  inflamed  with  liquor,  will  carry  them  into  execution  and  think  they  are  doing 
right. 

QuestUm,  Have  there  been  any  prosecutions  in  any  of  these  counties,  of  which  you 
have  spoken,  against  persons  for  offenses  of  this  character  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  there  has  ever  been  a  man  indicted  for  it.  An  attempt 
was  made  in  Greene  County  to  find  out  who  were  the  murderers  of  some  negroes  there 
some  time  ago.  The  solicitor  was  very  vigilant  and  earnest  in  his  work ;  but  a  band 
of  disguised  men  came  to  his  hotel  and  kiUed  him,  and  that  was  the  end  of  it. 

Qwslum.  You  have  spoken  here  of  the  proportion  of  whites  to  colored  persons  who 
attended  that  meeting  at  Eutaw ;  I  think  you  said  that  out  of  the  two  thousand  per- 
sons present  there  were  eighteen  hundred  who  were  colored  men,  and  that  of  the  whitea 
there  were  probably  fifteen  or  twenty  republicans,  while  the  remainder  were  demo- 
crats. Does  that  proportion  in  regard  to  party  relations  hold  among  the  white  and 
colored  persons  throughout  the  State  of  Alabama  ? 

Anstter.  We  have  no  means  of  knowing  exactly  what  is  the  white  vote  in  the  State. 
It  has  been  variously  estimated.  Last  year  we  polled  for  Governor  Smith,  I  think, 
ijiwot  78,000  votes,  if  I  recollect  aright  f  but  we  have  no  means  of  knowing  what  pro- 
portion of  them  were  white.  There  is  quite  a  difference  of  opinion  about  that.  We 
can  only  judge  by  the  number  of  votes  that  we  poll  in  counties  where  there  are  no 
colored  people  comparatively,  for  we  carry  counties  that  are  all  white,  with  scarcely 
any  negroes.  I  suppose  that  of  those  78,000  votes  somewhere  between  10,000  and 
18,000  were  cast  by  whites.  ^ 

Question,  I  put  the  question  to  you  with  the  view  of  following  it  uirwith  the  in- 
quiry whether  the  hostility  of  this  mob  element  to  the  negro  race  is  not  an  element  of 
these  disturbances,  as  well  as  political  hostility  ? 

Answer,  Undoubtedly ;  the  hostility  is  largely  caused  by  the  fact  of  negroes  voting, 
and  voting  the  republican  ticket. 

Quesiion,  Are  the  counties  named  by  you  the  only  ones  in  the  State  in  which  you  say 
this  insecurity  exists  in  reference  to  free  discussion  f 

Answer,  Judging  by  the  latest  test,  the  campaign  of  last  fall,  I  should  say  that  so 
fer  as  my  knowledge  and  observation  went,- there  was  no  violence  except  in  the  coun- 
ties which  I  have  named,  although  in  some  of  the  southern  counties  of  the  State  every 
republican  who  goes  there  feels  that  he  does  it  at  ^at  personal  risk.  I  would  say  that 
even  in  a  larse  portion  of  the  southern  counties  it  is  so. 
Quesiion,  Can  you  name  some  of  those  southern  counties  ? 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  remember  all  the  counties  that  I  have  already  named  over ;  I  might 
enmnerate  them  again. 

Qaesiion,  You  spoke  of  some  of  the  southern  counties. 

Anstcer,  Republicans  would  generally  feel  that  there  was  more  or  less  of  personal 
danger  and  risk  in  going  into  a  portion  of  Russell  County,  for  instance ;  into  parts  of 
Conecuh  and  Baldwin  Counties :  perhaps  into  some  others  which  I  do  not  now  remem- 
ber the  geographical  jfcsition  ol.  ^ 

Question,  You  have  spoken  once  or  twice  of  Demopolis ;  is  that  the  name  of  a 
county  f  • 

Ansicer,  Nck  sir ;  it  is  the  county  seat  of  Marengo  County. 

Question,  Have  there,  within  your  knowledge,  been  instances  of  whippings  and 
scourgings  of  individuals  in  the  State  of  Alabama  arising  out  of  the  same  causes  which 
led  to  the  riot  of  which  you  have  spoken  ? 

Answer,  I  cannot  testiw  to  anything  of  that  kind  of  my  own  personal  knowledge, 
only  as  I  have  heard  of  tnem. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  such  whippings  or  scourgings  in  that  part  of  the 
State  in  which  you  live,  near  Montgomery  ? 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  that  has  always  been  a  very  peaceable  and  quiet  region.  Mont- 
gomery and  Autauga  County,  and  the  region  round  about  there,  during  the  time  I  have 
lived  there,  have  been  as  peaceable  and  quiet  as  any  portion  of  the  country.  I  have 
lived  as  a  planter  in  Montgomery  and  Autauga  County  for  the  last  five  years,  and  I 
have  always  said  that  I  have  been  treated  by  my.ueighbors  with  as  much  kindness  and 
cordiality  as  I  would  expect  in  the  State  of  Ohio  or  anywhere  else. 
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Question,  Has  your  attention  Heen  directed  to  the  e£fect  of  the  riot  at  Eutaw  upon 
the  vote  of  Greene  County  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  we  can  calculate  in  regard  to  the  votes  of  the  counties  pretty  well 
by  the  number  of  colored  men  in  the  C9unty  and  the  number  of  white  men  in  the  county. 
Greene  County  gave  General  Grant  over  2,000  minority,  though  1  think  no  large  repub- 
lican meeting  was  held  in  the  county ;  there  may  have  been  some  local  meetings.  Wo 
have  about  ^,500  majority  in  the  county ;  we  expected  to  have  2,r>00  votes  there  last  year. 
Yet  the  county  went  democratic^  it  was  reported,  by  35  votes.  When  the  report  was 
first  received  nobody  believed  it ;  everybody  thought  it  was  not  so.  And  there  can  bo 
no  question  among  democrats  or  republicans,  among  intelligent,  candid  men,  that  it 
was  owing  to  violence,  very  largely  to  the  riot,  that  voters  were  intimidated  and  kept 
away  from  the  i)oll8  or  led  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  I  have  no  sort  of  question, 
I  think  no  candid  democrat.in  the  county  or  in  the  State  but  what  would  admit,  ti^Lt 
if  every  man  in  Greene  County  was  left  free  to  vote  just  as  he  wanted  to,  just  as  you 
would  vote  in  Pennsylvania  or  in  Missouri,  the  county  would  give  from  2,000  to  2,5C0 
refmblican  mtyority. 

Quettion,  What  has  been  the  effect  in  the  State  of  Alabama  of  the  passage  of  the  law 
for  the  purpose  of  punishing  these  lawless  outrages  by  pehM)us  in  disguise  f 

Anmcer.  I  think  upon  the  whole  the  effect  has  been  good.  Wliile  the  law  has  been 
very  severely  denounced  by  the  members  of  one  party,  yet  I  think  upon  the  whole  the 
effect  bas  been  to  diminish,  if  not* to  suppress,  violence.  What  I  have  said  of  Greene 
County  I  think  is  true  of  the  whole  State ;  I  think  that  a  msgority  of  the  white  people  of 
Alabama  desire  that  these  acts  of  \'iolence  shall  be  suppressed,  desire  peace  and  quiet. 
I  find  no  one  in  either  party  who,  in  talking  with  me,  does  not  denounce  such  acts 
The  fair-minded  ones  admit  that  such  things  exist,  and  deplore  them.  I  think  when 
you  get  away  from  the  politicians  and  get  among  the  substantial  men,  the  planters, 
the  business  men  of  all  classes,  you  will  find  them  opposed  to  these  acts  of  violence; 
and  they  would  be  glad  to  have  any  measures  taken  by  the  Government  that  wouhl 
suppress  this  mob  violence  and  give  peace  and  quiet  and  security  to  the  people  of  the 
State  ;  give  freedom  of  political  action  ;  I  have  no  doubt  of  that.  But  the  matter  has 
come  to  this  point,  that  ever^'body  is  airaid  of  the  mob.  No  one  man  wants  to  set 
himself  up  against  it,  or  attempt  to  array  power  ag^ainst  it,  lest  he  be  made  a  victim. 
It  has  come  to  this  point  in  those  districts'  where  this  mob  element  most  effectually 
rules,  that  simi)ly  to  be  a  democrat  is  not  a  protection,  if  you  speak  against  the  mob. 
Y'ou  dare  not  Andemn  these  x)arties  lest  you  bo  marked  as  a  victim.  i 

Q,u€8tion.  If  a  sub-committee  were  to  visit  the  portions  of  your  State  alFected  by  these 
troubles,  would  they  receive  aid  from  the  white  population  there  in  discovering  who 
are  tbe  leaders  of  this  mob,  and  who  gave  encouragement  to  these  lawless  nets  f 

Answer.  I  think  tbat  would  depen«T  a  great  deal  upon  this  fact :  if  they  were  con- 
vinced that  the  Government  was  determined  to  suppress  these  acts  of  violence  and 
crush  out  the  mob,  and  tbat  they  would  be  secure  from  personal  harm,  I  think  yon 
would  get  all  the  help  and  aid  you  would  need.  But  so  long  as  they  are  in  doubt  as 
to  that  they  would  be  afraid  to  testify ;  they  would  be  afraid  lest  after  you  went  away, 
and  it  should  become  known  that  they  had  testified  to  facts  within  their  knowledge, 
they  themselves  would  be  singled  out  to  be  murdered,  or  have  their  propei'ty  destroyed, 
or  something  of  that  sort. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Would  those  individuals,  who  would  be  willing  to  testify  under  the  circum- 
stances you  have  indicated,  be  any  more  alarmed  or  afraid  about  testifying  there  tiian 
here,  if  the  evidence  they  might  give  here  should  be  published  t 

Answer,  I  think  there  would  be  a  little  difference,  though  I  think  there  would  not  be 
much  difference.  The  only  difference  would  be  this :  tbe  testimony  they  might  give 
here  would  not  be  known  there  for  a  long  time  afterwards.  But  sbould  you  go  there, 
the  fact  that  they  went  before  you  would  be  known,  and  the  Imowledge  of  their  testi- 
moijy  might  be  immediate.  The  danger  would  be  of  a  sudden  ebulUtion  of  passion 
against  them.  You  can  best  understand  this,  perhaps^  by  a  little  illustration.  I  met 
the  other  day  a  gentleman,  whose  name  I  do  not  mention  from  regard  to  his  personal 
safety.  He  is  an  old  citizen  of  the  State  and  a  leading  democrat ;  a  man  with  whom 
I  have  had  political  discussions  upon  the  stump.  He  gave  me  some  information  since 
I  have  been  in  AlabaQia  this  last  time,  but  he  cautioned  mo  tbat  I  must  not  use  his 
name  nor  let  it  be  known  that  he  gave  me  that  information,  for  if  it  should  be  known 
his  life  would  not  be  worth  anything  to  him.  Now  that  man  is  as  heartily  opposed  to 
this  \iolence,  and  as  heartily  deprecates  it  and  desires  it  sujipressed,  as  I  do,  or  any- 
body else  does. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qttevlion.  Are.  the  pei"8ous  who  committed  these  acts  of  violence  organized  t 
AtiKiver.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it,  though  I  have  no  pei*sonal  knowledge  that  I  could 
testify  to  of  such  an  organization.    But  from  all  the  information  which  I  have  obtained 
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fbe  conTiction  in  my  mind  is  perfectly  clear  that  theee  parties  are  oraanized ;  tbat  the 
cfgrnication  exists  thronghoot  the  State ;  imd  that  they  rely  upon  that  fact  fbr  their 
proteotton* 

<^sifiofi.  le  it  your  helief  that  the  erposnre  of  the  p«»ons  who  control  that  organ- 
iiation  would  h^ve  a  tendencyto  ^reok  it  op  f 

Ammoer,  I  think  it  would.  They  now  depend  npon  their  organiEation,  upon  theii 
numbers,  upon  their  intimidation  of  witnesses  and  jndges  aiKl  Jories,  for  unmonity 
from  puBismnent. 

By  Mr.  Van  TRUifF : 

^ii«i<i#«.  That  isyonr  opinion  t 

Amwrn:  Yee^  sir ;  I  am  ezpressine  my  opinion.  Whenever  yon  shi^  oonvince  them 
tet  there  is  a  power  which  can  tale  conrizance  of  their  crimes  and  pnnish  them,  yon 
wlH  pat  o  stop  to  them.  And  yon  will  find  a  very  large  body  of  people  at  once  ready 
to  rsUy  to  yoor  sopport.  It  is  a  great  deal  down  there  as  it  was  in  Ohio  when  mob 
yi<denee  against  abolitionists  prevailed  some  years  ago. 

Quetihn.  The  same  as  mobs  uetween  the  two  political  parties  f 

Anmcer.  Only  in  those  times  in  the  North  they  resorted  to  eggs  and  rails,  while  in 
the  Soath  they  resort  to  the  sconrge  and  the  pistol,  the  bowie-lmife  and  the  halter. 

ByMr.  fiUJB: 

QmefHon.  When  did  yon  «>  to  Alabama  to  reside  f 

Anmcer.  In  the  fall  of  18&. 

Questum*  Were  yon  not  at  that  time  a  State  senator  in  Ohio  f 

^iMiMV'.  X  es,  sir. 

QueaMon.  Had  yoor  term  expired  then  f 

Atuwcr,  No,  sir.  Yon  asked  me  when  I  first  wert  to  Alabama.  It  was  in  1885,  bat 
I  did  not  then  take  np  my  residence  there.  I  was  elected  a  senator  to  the  Ohio  legla- 
latore. 

Qumtum.  For  how  long  a  time  f 

Antwer,  For  two  years, 

QuevtKm.  Yoa  served  da]ring  the  term. 

Amwer.  Yes.  sir;  I  served  during  the  last  seasion,  nntll  April,  1867       ^ 

QHestUm,  Wnen  were  yon  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  as  a  senator  from 
Alabamat 

Answer,  In  Jnly,  1868. 

QueBtion,  Yoa  had  been  a  resident  of  Alabama  then  how  long  f 

Answer.  Something  over  a  year. 

iimestkHi.    Yon  served  as  a  senator  in  the  Ohio  legislatore  nntil  the  &11  of  1867  f 

Answer.  The  last  session  of  that  legislatare  expired  in  April,  1867,  although  my  term 
lecally  did  not  expire  nntil  the  Ist  of  January,  1868.  My  term  as  senator  in  the  legis- 
la&re  of  Ohio  began  on  the  let  day  of  January,  1866. 

QmeeHon.  Yon  were  elected  in  Alabama  a  United  States  Senator  in  July,  1868  f 

Auswer.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  latter  port  of  Jnly. 

ijuestUm.  Was  not  that  a  source  of  a  great  deal  of  prejudice  against  you  in  Ala- 
bama f  Was  not  it  much  spoken  of  there  that  you  were  in  fact  a  State  senator  in 
Ohio,  at  the  time  that  you  were  elected  a  United  States  Senator  from  Alabama  f 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

QnesHoH.  1  do  not  mean  that  the  fact  was  so,  but  I  think  I  have  seen  that  statement 
made.    Was  it  not  so  t 

Answer.  I  know  this :  I  think  I  may  say  very  safely  that  there  has  been  a  little  more 
attack  upon  me  since  my  8i>e€lCh  in  the  Senate  last  winter,  detailing  the  account  of 
this  Entaw  riot,  than  before.  And  I  think  there  is  some  feeling  there  because  they 
think  I  have  been  instrumental  in  making  some  opposition  to  Mr.  Ooldthwaito  taking 
his  seat.  But  apart  from  that — and  I  think  idl  the  democrats  in  Alabama  will  bear 
me  out  in  saying  so— there  is  less  prejudice  against  me  there  than  against  any  other 
leading  republican  in  the  State. 

Qnestion.  I  do  not  speak  of  it  as  a  matter  of  personal  prcijudice  against  you,  but  as  a 
faet  that  you  were,  as  it  were,  recent  among  them,  and  was  so  very  recent  among  them  as 
to  have  been  a  Senator  in  the  State  of  Ohio  within  a  very  brief  period  before  you 
were  elected  United  States  Senator  in  Alabama.  That  I  think  would  indicate  that  you 
had  perhaps  gbne  there  for  the  purpose  of  availing  yourself  of  their  condition  at  that 
time  to  get  an  office.  I  think  the  prejudice  against  you,  so  far  as  I  have  seen  anything 
in  regaid  to  it,  grows  out  of  that  fact,  without  any  reflection  upon  your  character  as 
an  individuaL 

Answer.  1  think  I  may  say— and  as  my  testimony  is  to  be  mode  public,  I  will  rely 
npon  the  democrats  of  Alabama  to  make  my  statement  good — I  think  I  may  say  that 
if  I  had  gone  there  with  the  view  of  seeking  office  I  should  have  taken  up  my  resi- 


dance  there  at  once ;  I  would  not  have  been  there  for  two  yearsincapacitated  from 
Ling  office  in  Alabama,  by  reason  of  retaining  my  residence  in  \)hio.    I  think  that 
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IB  a  pretty  ffood  answer  to  that  soggestion.  In  the  next  phice,  I  think  it  is  reiy  well 
known  in  the  coauty  of  Autauga  and  iu  Montgomery,  where  I  live,  thx^  I  did  not  take 
any  active  part  in  politics,  except  to  talk  to  my  neighbors,  •  who  came  in  to  see  me. 
I  was  known  as  a  republican,  and  in  fiftvor  of  amnesty  for  the  past,  so  far  as  the  rebellion 
was  concerned.  I  did  not  attend  the  county  convention,  I  did  not  look  for  a  nomina- 
tien,  I  did  not  try  to  get  into  the  constitutional  convention,  I  did  not  try  to  do  anything, 
exoept  to  get  the  people  there  to  make  a  decent  ticket  in  my  county.  And  when  they 
made  one  which  I  did  not  think  was  either  decent  or  respectable,  I  got  on  my  horse 
and  went  up  to  the  court-house,  and  told  them  that  I  could  not  support  it,  and  urged 
them  to  make  one  that  was  respectable.  When  I  became  interested  in  the  admission 
of  the  State  in  1H66, 1  told  them  very  frankly  that  if  they  expected-  to  succeed  in  Ala- 
bama they  must  make  a  better  ticket  in  the  county  where  I  uved  than  they  had  done. 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  bought  property  there  in  1866 ;  I  invested  what  littie  I  had 
in  land  there.  The  leading  democrats  of  the  State,  among  others  General  Clauton, 
chairman  of  the  democratic  State  committee,  have  come  to  me  and  said  :  ''  General, 
when  we  talk  about  carpet-baggers  we  want  you  to  understand  that  we  don't  mean 
von ;  yon  have  come  here  and  invested  what  means  you  had  in  property  here,  and  you 
nave  the  same  interest  here  that  we  have.''  I  think  I  may  say  further  l^at  if  the 
ehoioe  had  been  last  winter  between  me  and  any  other  repubUcau  iu  the  State  I  should 
have  received  the  democratic  vote. 

^tesiion.  I  do  not  think  that  is  at  all  improbable;  but  I  was  not  pressing  the  inquiry 
to  that  point.  In  reference  to  this  riot  at  Eutaw  which  you  have  described,  I  was  a^- 
ing  these  questions  because  of  their  bearing  upon  that  narration. 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  was  personal  to  me  at  alL 

QuesUon,  You  say  you  were  there;  that  you  made  .a  speech  which  you  oharacteriaed 
as  a  conciliatory  speech  ? 

Answer,  Tes ;  I  never  made  any  other. 

Question,  We  do  not  know  exactly  what  a  conciliatory  speech  means ;  it  may  have 
embraced  ideiis  that  were  quite  obnoxious  to  the  persons  present.  However,  my  ques- 
tion was  more  especially  to  the  point  of  whether  they  did  not  regard  you  as  a  person 
who  had  been  clothed  with  the  office  of  United  States  Senator  for  Alabama,  without 
having  been  a  resident  of  the  State  for  such  a  time  as  would  entitle  yon  to  become  a 
Senator ;  as  having  been  elected  by  the  votes  of  negroes  alone,  for  their  votes,  of 
course,  carried  the  State  for  the  republicans.  My  question  was  directed  to  the  point  of 
eliciting  from  you  whether  yon  were  not  regarded  as  an  obnoxious  person  on  aocoont 
of  your  very  snort  residence  in  the  State. 

Anstoer,  I  do  not  think  that  is  true.  Of  course  the  fact  of  negro  suffrage,  the  whole 
system  of  reconstruction,  throug^h  which  and  by  which  I  came  to  the  Senate,  all  tiiat 
is  obnoxious  to  a  large  body  oi  the  white  people  of  Alabama ;  there  is  no  question 
about  that.  Bat  that  being  the  case,  that  being  fixed,  and  somebody  to  be  efeoted,  I 
think  I  may  sa^  without  egotism,  that  the  white  people  of  Alabama  would  be  at 
least  as  willing,  if  not  more  willing,  to  have  me  represent  them  in  the  Senate  as  any 
other  republican  in  the  State,  whether  he  be  native-bom  or  new-comer.  I  have  had 
very  litue  to  complain  of  personally ;  there  has  been  scarcely  a  personal  attack  upon 
me,  as  I  have  said,  while  a  great  many  people,  nearly  all  the  i>eople,  let  me  alone 
socially  very  severely,  yet  I  have  always  been  treated  courteously.  Daring  my  five 
years  residence  in  the  State,  canvassing  the  State  several  times,  I  have  never  even 
been  interrupted,  except  in  one  or  two  instances.  I  have  had  a  great  many  men  as 
^ey  stood  around  me  look  surly  and  u^ly,  and  bad ;  but  I  have  never  had  any  personal 
insult  ofiered  me.  I  think  that  is  due  in  fact  to  my  being  open  and  above-board ;  they 
never  have  caught  me  stealing  anything,  and  I  do  not  Mieve  that  they  now  think  I 
will  steal.  I  have  been  open  and  squai^e  in  the  expression  of  my  opinions ;  I  have  not 
seemed  to  be  afraid  of  any  one  or  two  men ;  if  I  am  they  do  not  know  it.  I  have  beoKi 
sincerely  desirous  to  let  the  past  be  past.  When  the  war  ended  I  took  ground  in  £ayor 
of  general  amnesty ;  I  maintained  that  against  my  own  party,  honestly  and  siifoerely 
all  the  way  through. 

Question,  Do  you  think  the  refasal  to  grant  amnesty  has  been  a  cause  of  irritation  to 
the  people  of  Alabama  ? 

Afisicer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  that  has  been  a  mistake,  and  that  it  has  tended  to  increase 
the  difficulties  there. 

Qtiestion,  Sappose  the  result  of  the  war  had  been  different,  if  you  can  imagine  eaeh 
a  case,  and  the  State  of  Ohio  had  been  reconstructed  upon  the  same  principle  as  tite 
South  has  been,  do  you  not  think  that  people  there  would  have  been  bitter  and  hostile, 
and  have  made  a  noise  at  meetings,  if  they  had  had  such  a  condition  of  affciiiB  forced 
upon  them  as  has  been  forced  upon  the  people  of  the  South  f 

Answer,  K  the  people  of  Ohio  had  been  reared  and  educated  Just  as  the  people  of 
the  South  have — in  fact,  if  they  had  been  Southern  people,  trained  to  their  ideas  aad 
institutions 

QuesUon,  I  do  not  ask  that  question.  But  simply  take  the  i>eople  of  Ohio  as  they 
are,  and  reared  as  they  have  been.    If  they  had  had  a  government  forced  upon  tbtta 
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by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  one  so  entirely  opposed  to  their  views  and  wishefl, 
and  Sonthem  men  had  come  np  there  and  offered  themselves  as  candidates,  being  prob- 
ably the  only  persons  who  were  qualified  to  take  office  nnder  the  government  forced 
Qpon  them,  the  rest  of  the  people  of  Ohio  being  disqualified,  do  you  not  think  it 
would  have  been  a  canse  of  considerable  irritation  ? 

Antwer.  Well,  if  Ohio  had  gone  into  a  rebellion  against  the  General  Government  and 
had  got  whipped,  I  think  the  people  whipped  womd  have  felt  bad  and  sore.  But  I 
wonld  be  very  sorry  to  believe  that  they  would  have  resorted  to  assassination  and  vio- 
lence. I  would  rather  believe  that  the  people  of  my  native  State,  after  they  had  been 
whipped  in  a  j&ir  fight,  wonld  have  given  up  and  acc^ted  the  situation. 

QuisHcn,  Well,  they  might  have  £>ne  it  if  it  had  stopped  there,  and  they  had  not 
been  gouged  after  they  were  down. 

AMiver,  I  will  say  that  I  have  never  met  a  fair,  squiure,  honorable  soldier  I  could  not 
talk  to.  Still  there  are  a  great  many  confederate  soldiers  who  have  been  drawn  into 
this  organiEtttion  which  has  committed  these  acts  of  violence. 

By  Mr.  Van  Tritmp  : 

ifuestikm.  That  is  your  impression  f 

Anmter.  That  is  my  impression.  I  know  it  from  su<3h  information  as  I  can  gather 
that  the  instruments  of  the  organization  are  confederate  soldiers*  But  so  fax  as  my 
observation  goes  of  the  men  who  conmut  these  deeds,  they  are  of  the  worst  possible 
eiass  of  oon^dderate  soldiers ;  worse  even  than  the  bummers  of  our  Army ;  a  great  maov 
of  them  are  men  who  never  were  confederate  soldiers,  never  were  in  the  army  at  all. 
These  editors,  who  are  stirring  so  much  bitterness,  who,  I  think,  are  responsible  more 
than  anybody  else  for  the  extreme  bitterness  that  prevails,  are  almost  witho&t  excep- 
tion men  who  did  not  do  any  fighting. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

QuestUnu  When  was  this  organization  formed,  that  you  think  is  in  operation  there  f 

Awwer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  a  distinct  idea  when  it  was  formed,  from  any 
personal  knowledge.  I  know  nothing  more  about  it  than  you  know  from  your  inves- 
tigation, and  from  what  you  have  seen  in  the  papers,  but  1  should  think  it  was  started 
pretty  early  after  the  war  closed. 

Quoftion,  Do  you  not  know  that  organizations  of  negroes  were  made  prior  to  the 
existence  of  any  of  these  o^anizations  ?  Bo  you  not  know  f^at  the  negroes  were 
organized  in  what  are  called  D^yal  Leagues  T 

Answer,  Meeroes  were  organized  into  Union  Leagues  or  Loyal  Leagues  after  the 
sdoi^ion  of  the  reconstruction  policy ;  that  is  the  first  knowle^e  I  ever  had  of  them. 
I  never  belonged  to  a  league  myself. 

(^u9iion»  Do  you  not  know  that  the  Union  League  organization  preceded  the  other  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Qiustkm,  Is  it  not  the  impression  through  the  South  that  the  Union  League  organi- 
zation was  anterior  to  the  other  organizauon  ? 

Anmoer,  No,  sir ;  my  impression  is  to  the  contrary,  that  what  is  called  the  Ku-KIux 
organization,  or  something  like  it,  was  prior  to  the  organization  of  what  is  called  the 
Union  Lel^^es.  The  Uiuon  League  organiz^btion  was  simply  a  political  organization ,' 
there  was  nothing  military  about  it ;  no  arming,  no  drilling ;  it  contemplated  nothing 
in  the  world  but  voting.  I  know  of  its  operations  very  well^  just  as  I  loiew  of  Know- 
Dothingism  in  Ohio,  though  I  belonged  to  neither  organization.  I  was  not  a  member 
of  the  League,  though  it  was  a  political  organization. 

QuesiioR.  In  speaking  of  the  result  of  some  of  your  elections,  you  spoke  of  the  intim- 
idation, of  voters,  the  intimidation  exercised  by  the  EutaAv  riot,  &c.  Do  you  not 
know  that  the  negroes  were  in  the  habit  of  using  intimidation  upon  people  of  their 
own  color,  in  order  to  compel  them  to  vote  the  radical  ticket  f 

Answer,  No  such  cases  ever  come  under  my  observation,  nor  do  I  remember  ever  to 
have  even  heard  of  any  case  of  violence  \^ithin  my  State,  of  anythinc^  more  than  per- 
suasion and  perhai)S  personal  denunciation.  I  have  heard  of  cases  of  personal  denun- 
ciation, of  saying  to  a  man  that  he  was  a  traitor  to  his  race.  I  never  have  heard  of 
any  ease  of  violence.  I  know  that  in  our  town  of  Montgomery  we  had  one  colored 
man,  a  hack-driver  there,  named  Levi  Floyd.  I  noticed  the  announcement  in  the 
democratic  paper  there  that  ''Levi  Floyd,  a  colored  man»  drives  hack  No.  4 ;  he  is  a 
good  democrat  and  ia  deserving  of  all  patronage.''  He  never  was  molested  that  I  know 
oC  Of  course  the  pressure  is  veiy  strong  upon  the  colored  people  to  aU  vote  one  way. 
Yet,  I  know  that  in  the  Grant  campaign  there  were  two  or  three  colored  men  making 
speeches  all  over  the  State  for  the  democratic  ticket.  I  met  one  or  two  of  them  in  my 
canvass  who  were  making  speeches  for  the  democratic  presidential  ticket. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

QueaAiom,  Did  you  know  that  any  of  these  negroes  were  armed  there  at  Eutaw  wlien 
yoQj  among  others,  proposed  to  have  a  joint  discussion  f 
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« 

Anmoer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  They  were  anned,  m  &Mt,  as  I  understand  yoa  to  say  t 

Answer^  A  few  of  them  were  armed ;  I  saw  one  man  who  had  a  reyolver. 

Que$Uon.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  whan  the  negroes  got. across  the  street  Uiey 
turned  and  fired  some  shots. 

Answer,  I  did  not  see  any  of  the  firing,  but  I  heard  some  ^M>ts  fitim  tliat'  dizeotiou. 
I  oould  not,  where  I  stood,  see  a  negro ;  that  16^  where  I  stood  q;>eaking  to  the  crowd 
of  young  men  who  were  firing  upon  the  negcoes..  I  did  not  see  any  guns  or  pistols  in 
the  possession  of  the  negroes. 

Question.  Do  yon  not  kno'dr  that  at  the  very  moment  that  this  white  iqan  took  Mr 
Hays  by  the  sleeve  and  dragged  him  down,  some  one  in  the  crowd  ordered  the  negroes 
to  fire? 

AnmotT,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Is  it  not  the  public  opinion  in  Greene  County  that  such  is  the  fact  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  that  anybody  believes  any  such  thing ;  it  is  charged  so^  I 
know.  But  the  idea  is  so  ridiculous ;  everybody  knew  that  the  negp:oes  were  in  terror ; 
that  all  they  wanted  was  to  hear  the  speeches  and  go  home  quietly.  They  were  in 
terror  from  the  very  moment  that  we  went  there.  We  were  merely  anxious  to  make 
our  speeches  and  haye  the  crowd  go  away.  I  was  praying  eveicy  moment  that  they 
might  be  able  to  gel  away  without  difficulty. 

Question,  It  was  your  impression,  and  the  impression  of  the  white  republicans  with 
you  on  that  occasion,  that  th^re  was  danger  of  trouble  that  day  I 

Answer,  Yes»  sir. 

Question,  Did  I  understand  you  correctly  awhile  ago  as  saying  that  rieht  in  the . 
midst  of  that  crowd  Bfr.  Hays  had  a  child  of  some  four  or  five  years  of  age  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  A  girl,  or  a  boy  T 

Answer,  A  boy. 

Question,  Wim  him  at  the  time  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  Mr.  Hajs  one  who  had  expressed  fears  of  an  outbreak  prior  to  the  in- 
auguration of  the  meetinff  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  had  so  expressed  himself  or  not.  He  Hved 
in  the  country  some  ten  miles  from  there  and  did  not  come  in  until  prettv  late  in  the 
morning,  a  little  before  the  committee  was  appointed  to  which  I  have  referred.  I  do 
not  remember  now  what  he  said,  although  my  impression  is  that  he  anticipated  dif- 
ficulty, and  that  he  so  expressed  himself. 

Question,  That,  as  I  understand,  is  the  only  instance  of  direct  and  distinct  trenble  at 
»  political  meeting  in  all  your  experience  in  Alabama  f 

Answer,  At  any  meeting  wh^^  I  have  spoken  myself.  I  have  heard  from  the  repeats 
df  other  speakers  of  other  meetings  being  broken  up. 

Question,  That  little  scene  at  Demopolis  did  not  strike  you  as  very  remarkable  t 

Answer,  O,  no. 

Question,  Have  you  not  seen  worse  scenes  in  Ohio,  time  and  time  f^gain,  between  Iho 
two  politiosd  parties? 

Answer.  I  do  not  kno^  that  I  have. 

Qiiestion,  You  were  not  there  during  the  mjomorable  campaign  of  1863 1 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  was  in  another  campaign  at  that  time. 

Ques^on,  You  do  not  know  that  all  over  Ohio  political  meetings  were  brokrai  up  t 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that :  I  was  in  the  Aimy  at  that  time.  I  have  had 
rotten  eggs  thrown  at  me  in  Lincoln  County,  Ohio. 

Question,  You  say  that  you  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  great  prejudice  against 
you  among  the  white  people  of  Alabama  on  account  of  the  shortness  of  your  stay  iB 
Alabama  before  your  election  to  the  Senate  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  there  was. 

Qwestum,  Do  you  not  know  that  there  was  very  general  comment  in  the  press  W 
4he  State  in  regard  to  that  fact  f 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  Pretty  severe,  too  ? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  And  opposition  made  to  you  on  that  ground  t 

Answer,  Yes,  I  tnmk  it  was  a  point  that  they  thought  they  could  make  pcditieal  capi- 
tal out  of. 

Question,  Would  it  not  be  a  point  calculated  to  excite  the  people,  whatever  the  ol](ject 
of  the  newspaper  was  f 

Answer,  The  comment  was  about  as  free  in  Ohio,  among  my  democratic  friends  tiiei^^ 
as  anywhere  in  the  country. 

Questio^i,  It  has  not  been  usual,  in  regard  to  so  high  an  officer  as  United  States  Sena- 
tor, for  a  man  to  be  elected  from  a  State  within  a  few  months  after  he  went  ^ere, 
itt  ^ 
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Anmoet,  I  sapfpose  luit. 

(i^esHofL  And  it  has  produced  some  excitement  against  yon  in  Alabama  f 

Answer,  StiH  I  do  not  see  the  pertinency  of  that,  &T  I  hare  been  treated  more  kindly 
there  than  any  other  republican  in  the  State*  I  never  have  had  a  personal  indignity 
offored  me,  except  what  I  have  here  stated.  Of  course  they  could  nave  Idlled  me  in 
that  crowd.  And  during  my  last  contest,  I  have  it  trmn  the  very  best  autiiori^,  indeed 
the  ohairmui  of  the  democratic  State  committee  sent  me  word,  tSiat  altlumgh  they 
should  elect  a  democrat  if  they  could,  still  if  they  were  obliged  to  have  a  republican, 
thev  would  rather  have  me.  I  know  that  General  Chilton,  formerly  a  confederate  gen- 
enu,  and  now  of  the  supreme  court,  was  <^nly  in  favor  of  my  election ;  he  said,  'Qjet 
118  elect  Warner  anyhow :  he  will  do  as  much  good  for  us  as  a  democrat." 

QumtUm,  If  I  understand  you,  however  ridiculous  it  may  be  in  ^our  opinion,  it  is 
still  the  fact  that  it  is  claimed  in  Greene  County  that  an  order  was  given  to  tiie  negroes 
to  fire  at  the  time  that  Mr.  Hays  was  pulled  down  fVom  the  stand  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  that  tnere  was  au  order  given  to  fire.  The  story  charged  in 
the  Eutaw  Whig,  a  democratic  paper  there,  and  which  I  understand  was  sworn  to  be- 
fere  the  grand  jury  there,  was  that  Mr.  Hays  fired  the  first  shot.  I  have  seen  that  in 
the  papers ;  I  have  heard  it  talked  about.  Now,  Mr.  Hayes  Was  all  the  time  as  close  to 
itte  as  Bettator  Blair  now  is,  and  it^ould  have  been  as  impossible  for  him  to  have  fired 
a  shot  without  my  seeing  it  as  it  would  be  impossible  for  Senator  Blair  to  do  so  now. 

Question.  Are  you  not  mistaken  as  to  that  particular  fact?  Is  it  not  possible  that 
Hays  gave  the  order  to  fire,  alHiough  he  did  not  fire  himself,  as  he  was  pulled  off  the 
Btandf 

Answer.  No,  sir.    Judge  Miller  told  me  yesterday — 

Question.  1  will  merely  say  that  that  was  the  information  which  I  have  received  since 
Mr.  Hays  was  examined  yesterday. 

Answer.  I  never  heard  that  any  order  was  eiven  to  fire.  I  have  indeed  heard  it  said, 
and  seen  the  statement  in  the  newspapers,  that  Hayes  fired  the  first  Shot.  When  we 
were  at  Mobile,  during  the  last;  month,  I  was  summoned  as  a  witness  to  attend  the  trial 
of  these  rioters.  The  district  attomev  of  the  United  States,  as  he  told  me«  postponed 
the  trial  because  of  the  absence  of  mi.  Hays.  He  said  the  reason  was  that  he  had 
foond  out  that  they  had  evidence  to  offer  that  Hays  fired  the  first  shot,  and  he 
wanted  Mr.  Hays^  testimony  on  that  point. 

Qicesffon.  There  was  an  attempt  at  an  investigation  of  this  affair^  I  believe  f 

Answer.  I  think  some  nineteen  have  been  indicted  before  the  United  States  court. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

QnaHon,  And  their  trial  is  now  pending? 

Answer.  Tee,  sir. 

QuesMosu  And  was  recently  .postponed  f 

Answer.  It  was  postponed  last  month. 

Question,  Because  of  the  absence  of  Mr.  Hays  f 

Answer.  That  was  the  reason  given  by  tho  district  attorney ;  there  were  one  or  two 
other  witnesses  absent  also. 

Question.  You  have  made  the  statement  several  different  times  in  your  testimony, 
that  one  of  the  dif&culties  in  this  matter  was  to  get  people  to  testify  on  account  of  their 
2q>prehen8ion  of  danger  from  this  organization.  That  idea  has  been  made  to  figure  very 
largely  not  only  in  your  testimony,  but,  as  ^ou  know,  in  the  debates  in  the  Senate  and 
in  Qie  House  of  Representatives.  It  was  given  &b  a  reason  why  this  committee  should 
take  thia  testimony  in  secret,  the  fear  that  the  witnesses  would  be  ii^ured  upon  their 
return  home.  I  recollect  very  distinctly  that  that  point  was  made  d^ng  the  debates 
of  the  lost  Congress,  while  you  were  a  member  of  the  Senate.  I  think  it  was  also  made 
in  reference  to  other  investigating  committees.  Yet  there  has  always  been  some 
committee  going  on  ever  since  the  war  was  over.  Now,  I  want  to  know  if  you  have 
ever  heard  of  any  one  who  testified  before  one  of  these  committees  being  ii^ured  after 
Ms  testimony  was  published  f 

Answer.  Do  f.know  of  any  one  who  has  been  punished  by  these  people  for  the  testi- 
mony that  he  ma^  have  given  heref 

Question.  Tes,  sir. 

Ansxcer.  I  do  not  know  of  afiy  case. 

Question.  You  have  not  heard  of  any  such  case  f 

Aitswer.  No;  I  do  not  know  that  I  have.  I  do  not  know  that  any  witness  has  ever 
been  summoned  hero  from  my  State. 

Question.  I  speak  of  all  the  testimony  that  has  been  given  during  the  last  Congress 
and  the  Confess  preceding  the  last.  Testimony  was  taken  hero  before  investigating 
committees  m  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  Southern  States.  An  attemnt  was  made, 
at  least  in  the  other  House,  to  reconstruct  Tennessee.  Testimony  was  also  taken  in 
reference  to  Georgia.  Then  there  was  the  late  North  Carolina  investigation.  All  that 
testimony  has  been  published,  I  believe,  and  has  gone  to  tlie  country. 
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Anstoer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  have  heard  of  anybody  being  harmed  fbr  that 
reason. 

Queatian,  Under  the  circumstances,  would  you  not  conclude  that  it  was  not  quite  so 
dangerous  a  business  after  all  to  give  testimony  f 

Answer.  None  of  these  witnesses  have  come  under  my  personal  knowledge ;  there 
has  been  no  one  summoned  here  irom  my  State,  that  I*  know  of.  Of  course  I  know 
nothing  about  what  has  occurred  in  North  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

ByMr.  Coburn: 

Questkm.  Has  your  attention  been  called  particularly  to  this  question  of  outrages  upon 
witnesses  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  within  my  recoUeclion  now  the  name  of  any  person  who 
has  been  summoned  here. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  I  would  like  to  have  you  give  your  opinion — I  think  that  would  be  proper — 
as  to  what  would  be  the  most  effioient  moide  of  arriving  at  the  true  state  of  affiurs  in 
the  Southern  States,  comprising  as  they  do  eleven  States,  with  a  geographical  area 
almost  equal  to  the  half  of  Europe,  and  a  population  of  eight  or  ten  millions.  Would 
it  be  better  to  ^  there  directly  as  a  committee,  and  look  into  the  affairs  there,  or  stay 
here  and  examine  comparatively  a/very  few  witnessiesf 

Answer,  My  advice  would  be  to  go  there.  What  I  would  like  to  have  would  bo  for 
this  committee  to  go  right  to  Eutaw,  where  these  very  acts  I  have  been  testifying  about 
occurred.  What  I  want  are  the  facts,  and  I  think  that  would  be  the  better  way  to  get 
them  ;  I  want  the  exact  truth.  If  I  could  photograph  the  condition  of  affairs  at  the 
South  precisely  as  the  Lord  sees  them  I  would  do  it. 

Question.  I  do  not  mean  particularly  in  regard  to  Eutaw,  but  generally  in  regard  to 
this  whole  investigation.    Your  opinion  is  that  the  best  way  is  to  go  South  f 

Answer.  1  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  apprehension  of  danger  on  the  part  of  witnesses.  Is  there 
not  a  difference  between  an  investigation  like  this,  a  mere  inquiry,  without  an j  judicial 
consequences  to  follow  it,  and  the  case  of  prosecuting  a  man  for  a  crime,  which  prose- 
cution might  involve  his  imprisonment  or  execution  T 

Ansicer.  Undoubtedly  there  is. 

Question.  All  these  investigations  that  have  taken  place  here  have  been  mere  inqui- 
ries, not  followed  by  any  personal  consequence  to  anybody. 

Answer.  They  amount  to  not  more  than  a  speech. 

Question,  Mr.  Hays  is  a  native  of  Alabama  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  of  Greene  County. 

Question.  Is  he  not  a  laige  landholder  there  ? 

Anau^er.  Yes,  sir ;  I  understand  from  him  that  he  has  some  ten  or  twelve  thousand 
acres  of  land  there. 

Question.  Is  the  sheriff  there,  of  whom  you  have  spoken,  the  same  sheriff  who  afler- 
wagrds  appointed  the  officers  of  election  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  as  I  am  informed ;  his  name  is  White. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  prosecutor  of  Qreene  County,  or  the  solicitor,  whatever 
you  called  him. 

Answer.  County  solicitor. 

Question.  Did  you  know  him  ? 

Answer,  I  had  met  him,  and  had  been  introduced  to  him. 

Question.  He  was  afterwards  killed  there  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  he  a  native  of  the  South  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  an  old  resident  of  the  county. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  about  him,  that  you  know  of,  to  make  him  personally 
obnoxious  to  the  people  there  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  a  man  of  good  character,  of  fair  ability ;  a  reputable  mau 
in  every  way.  • 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

(luestion.  You  know  Judge  Miller,  who  testified  before  the  committee  on  yesterday  T 
Anstar.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  the  United  States  collector  for  the  port  of  Mobile  t 
Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  holds  that  office  now  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  he  was  here  in  reference  to  that  office  j  there  was  some  effbrt  to  dis- 
place him,  and  he  was  here  to  countervail  that  effort  t 
Answer.  I  have  understood  that  to  be  tiie  case. 
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B J  Mr.  Stbyenson  : 

Question,  Ton  spoke  of  the  arms  whicli  members  of  tlie  crowd  had  at  that  meeting ; 
▼hat  arms  were  tneyT 

Anmcer,  Revolvers. 

QwBtUm,  Did  they  seem  to  be  new  or  old,  so  far  as  you  saw  f 

Answer,  I  did  not  notice  that  point  very  carefolly ;  I  saw  they  shot  pretty  well. 

Question,  Were  they  revolvers  of  mnch  size  f 

Answer,  Those  I  saw  I  should  think  wonld  be  what  are  called  six  and  eight-inch 
revolvers;  I  think  I  observed  some  of  both  sizes. 

By  Mr.  Pool:     ^ 

Qttestkm,  What  was  Governor  Lindsay's  majority  at  the  last  election  f 

Answer,  Ho  did  not  have  any  majority. 

Question,  I  mean  his  majority  as  counted. 

Answer,  It  was  1*400  and  something,  as  counted.  He  did  not  have  a  minority  of  the 
whole  vote  of  the  State. 

Question,  Yon  mean  that  was  what  his  partisans  claimed  fox  him  f 

Answer,  That  was  the  result  announcea  by  the  lieutenant  governor. 

Question,  Less  than  the  former  republican  majority  in  Greene  County  alone  f 

Answer,  Tes ;  less  by  600.  His  migority  was  declared  to  be  1,400  and  some  odd. 
Knssell  County  was  not  returned  at  all ;  there  never  has  been  any  returns  fix>m  that 
county,  although  it  gave  Smith  1,400  republican  maiority.  Washington  County  was 
not  returned  for  some  reason  or  other ;  it  gave  Lindfsay  600  majority.  And  in  other 
eounties,  of  the  votes  that  were  cast  some  were  thrown  out,  more  than  his  ms^ority,  on 
ihib  ground  that  they  were  illegal  for  some  reason  or  other. 

Qjuestion.  I  speak  of  the  majority  claimed  by  Lindsay's  friends.  Was  any  white  per- 
son hurt  in  that  Eutaw  riot  f 

Answer,  Not  that  I  ever  saw  or  heard  of. 

Question,  If  the  order  had  been  given  to  the  negroes  to  fire,  would  you  have 
heard  itf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qu&Uon,  Could  it  have  been  given  without  your  hearing  it  t      • 

insvoer,  I  think  not^  unless  it  was  given  on  the  extreme  borders  of  the  crowd.  It 
could  not  have  been  given  anywhere  about  the  stand,  where  the  firing  began,  without 
my  hearing  it.  ^ 

Question,  The  sheriflf,  who  took  an  active  part  in  trying  to  suppress  the  disturbances, 
was  a  democrat  f 

An9wer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon,  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  burning  of  any  school-houses  or  churches 
in  your  State  f 

Answer,  Only  by  report ;  not  from  personal  observation. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  that  they  have  been  burned  to  any  extent  f 

Answer,  I  have  heard  from  others,  and  I  have  seen  the  statement  in  the  newspapers, 
that  several  had  been  burned ;  I  cannot  tell  how  many. 

Qiiesfton.  What  sort  of  school-houses  and  churches  were  they  that  are  reported  to 
have  been  burned  f    Those  of  colored  people  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.     « 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  those  reports  denied  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  much  conversation  about  it.  I  presume 
Uiere  has  been  less  of  it  in  our  State  than  in  many  other  States.  In  fact,  I  cannot  re- 
call now  any  particular  church  or  particular  school-house  that  has  been  burned.  But 
my  recollection  is  distinct  that  I  have  heard  of  such  cases.  There  has  been  nothing  of 
tliat  kind  in  the  section  where  I  live. 

Question,  You  stated  that  you  believed  there  was  an  organization,  a  secret  or^niza- 
tion,  at  the  foundation  of  these  disturbances.  What  £  that  organization  called  in 
Alabama  f 

Answer,  It  is  commonly  known  as  the  Ku-Klux  organization. 

Question,  Do  the  persons  committing  the  acts  of  violence  of  which  yon  have  heard, 
go  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  Generally.  The  parties  at  this  meeting  were  not  in  disguise.  But  generally 
the  acts  of  violence  are  done  by  men  in  disguise. 

Queslion,  Have  there  been  any  attempts  at  investigation  of  any  of  these  disturb- 
ances, by  the  local  tribunals  in  Alabama  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  an  attempt  was  made  in  Greene  County,  by  the  county  solicitor, 
Mr.  Boyd,  to  ferret  out  the  murderers  of  some  negroes  who  had  been  killed  there. 
Boyd  went  to  work  with  a  determined  purpose  to  find  out  the  murderers ;  and  the 
governor  sent  over  a  lawyer  to  assist  him. 

Question,  The  object  was  to  punish  the  offenders  if  convicted  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  whoever  thev  might  be.  Boyd  was  killed  while  the  matter  was 
pending,  and  that  was  the  end  of  it. 
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QuesUon,  While  the  mveetigatdon  was  goinK  on  f 

Answer,  Yea,  dr. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  witnesses  summoned  on  that  investigation  hortt 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Have  yon  ever  heard  of  any  witness  being  i]]jared  because  of  his  testi- 
mony f 

Answer.  1  heard  of  Mr.  Cockrell  being  beaten,  who  was  summoned  to  testify  with 
me  at  Mobile.  He  is  a  lawyer  of  £ataw  and  was  present  at  the  meeting  when  the  riot 
occurred. 

Question.  Should  the  county  authorities  attempt  an  inyestigation  for  the  purpose  of 
indicting  and  ](Junishing  the  persons  committing  acts  of  Tiolence  in  the  disturbed  dis- 
tricts, do  you  suppose  the  witnesses  would  feel  safe  to  testify  there  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Suppose  that,  whether  safe  or  not,  they  should  testify,  would  they  be  in 
danger  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  they  would  be  in  danger  of  personal  violenee,  and  of  their 
lives.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  the  counties  I  have  mentioned,  particularly  in  the 
counties  of  Greene,  Sumter,  and  Pickens,  any  witness  who  had  information  of  on^  of 
these  outrages,  and  who  should  testify  to  that  effect,  would  be  killed. 

Question.  Suppose  that  a  witness,  or  a  half  a  dozen  witnesses,  should  disclose,  upon  a 
preliminary  examination,  that  they  had  knowledge  and  proof  sufficient  to  insure  a  con- 
yiotion  before  a  petit  jury  whenever  the  trial  snonld  take  place — their  being  men  of 
chsjracter  of  course  would  be  an  element  of  weight  in  the  testimony-^would  those  wit- 
nesses be  safe  in  the  county  during  the  time  between  the  investigation  and  the  trial 
afterward  to  take  place  t 

Answer.  I  think  not,  in  the  counties  I  have  mentioned. 
.  Question.  Do  you  think  they  would  ever  be  allowed  to  appear  at  that  final  trii^  f 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Is  that  the  reason  why  justice  cannot  be  obtained  against  these  men  T 

Answer.  That  is  one  very  strong  reason. 

Question,  Do  you,  from  your  own  knowledge  of  the  i>eople  in  the  community  there, 
suppose  that  these  turbulent  f^ple  rely  upon  that  fact  t 

Answer.  1  have  no  doubt  of  it.  I  would  say  that  this  youujg  Cockrell,  who  I  believe 
is  to  testify  here,  was  bron|ht  out  of  the  cqonty  and  to  Wastiington,  as  I  heard,  to  save 
his  life.  The  district  attorney,  Mr.  Southwlck,  said  that  it  was  important  that  yooug 
Cockrell  should  be  got  out  of  the  country  and  kept  safe  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Suppose  a  section  of  this  committee  were  to  hold  a  session  in  the  town  of 
Eutaw,  and  summon  a  number  of  witnesses,  who  should  appear  and  testify  clearly  as 
to  the  guilt  of  several  individuals  in  that  county  of  these  Kutaw  murders,  theix  sup- 
pose that  that  fact  ^ould  become  known,  would  they  be  safe  in  the  county  after  toe 
committee  left  t 

Answer.  I  think  if  tiiey  testified  as  to  individuals  having  committed  specific  crimes, 
if  they  furnished  information  that  might  lead  to  their  prosecution  and  possibly  con- 
viction, and  that  should  become  known  there,  they  would  not  be  safe ;  but  if  they  tes- 
tified generally  as  to  the  commission  of  crimes,  without  designating  any  individual 
they  might  not  be  disturbed. 

Question.  You  think  as  long  as  they  testified  about  no  one  byjaame  they  might  get 
along  in  safety  t 

Answer,  Ye»,  sir. 

Question,  But  if  they  should  name  individuals  they  would  be  in  danger  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Some  questions  have  been  put  to  you  based  upon  suppositions ;  now  do  you 
know  of  any  case  ever  having  occurred  in  those  counties  where  men  have  been  proee- 
cuted  for  their  lives  and  witnesses  have  been  killed  ibr  testifying  against  them  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  of  any  <}ase  of  prosecution. 

Question,  Then  it  is  simply  a  matter  of^ supposition  with  you  f 
.  Answer,  It  is,  and  of  opimon  founded  upon  threats  made,  and  upon  at  least  one  out* 
rage  upon  a  witness  which  has  come  under  my  personal  observation,  and  of  which  I 
have  information. 

Question,  You  have  heard  of  one  witness  having  been  struck  and  beaten  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon.  That  is  the  amount  of  it ;  that  witness  is  now  living  in  Eutaw,  is  he  not  f 

Answer,  At  the  last  accounts  which  I  heard  he  was  living,  although  in  a  critical  con- 
dition. 

Question,  Do  you  not  know  that  it  is  stated  that  he  was  not  beaten  because  he  was  A 
witness  f 

Anmoer,  I  never  have  heard  it  so  claimed. 

Question,  Was  it  not  so  claimed  in  the  Eutaw  Whig  T 
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Amnm,  I  do  not  see  that  paper ;  I  do  not  know  it  wag  eo  elalmed.  « 

QfiMtion,  I  have  here  an  article  copied  from  that  paper  in  which  that  statement  is 
made. 

Awwer.  I  have  not  seen  it. 

QmMhmi.  Then  that  one  instaoioe,  ooonrring  4n  one  of  these  coontiee,  and  threats  tiiat 
yoa  haye  heiurd  of  in  other  counties,  lead  yon  to  suppose  that  witnesses  would  not  be 
safef 

Aumr.  That,  and  the  general  opinion  of  everybody  living  in  those  counties  wit^ 
whom  I  have  conversed.  Even  Mr.  Hays,  who  lives  in  that  county,  when  he  wrote  me 
an  aoeenutof  this  Cookrell  affair,  begged  me  not  to  use  his  name,  as  he  was  living  there 
mmomentavy  danger  of  attack.  I  know  that  is  the  case  witii  parties  in  all  sections. 
They  send  letters  withost  signing  their  names,  bnt  giving  means  of  idmitifying  them  in 
other  ways. 

Qiiettion.  May  not  that  be  just  exactly  the  same  sort  of  pretense  which  is  made  in 
Congress  here  about  summoning  witnesses  here  f  In  the  debate  in  the  Senate  that 
was  made  a  great  point ;  yet  a  week  afterwards  the  report  was  made  public,  disclosing 
eveiybody's  name  who  testified.  Is  not  Mr.  Hays's  letter,  and  the  reports  of  other  per- 
sons there,  equivalent  to  these  Ccmgressional  speeches  f 

AMwer.  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Van  Tkump  : 

QaeiMem.  In  vour  examination-in-ohief  you  said  that  this  company  of  United  States 
troops,  under  tne  commandof  Minor  Leighton,  came  up  about  the  time  the  negroes  had 
been  firing,  and  stopped  the  whole  thing. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon,  How  long  a  time  had  intervened  from  the  commencement  of  the  flrtng  to 
the  time  when  the  tn>op8  came  up  f 

Answer,  Under  sucli  circumstances,  in  a  scene  like  that,  which  was  the  wickedest  one 
I  ever  saw,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  time. 

Question,  Was  it  a  short  timef 

AMswer.  Yes ;  }  should  say  ten  or  fifteen  minutes. 

QMestUm.  How  far  was  the  camp  of  the  troops  from  the  eonrt-house  f 

Answ&,  I  should  say  about  three-fourths  or  a  mile.  ^ 

Q«e9lJoa.  Then  the  troops  must  have  been  stationed  somewbere  near  the  meeting,  so 
as  to  be  in  readiness  for  a  difHeiilt5r  f 

Answer,  They  were,  I  suppose,  within  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  Troops  on 
the  double-qnick  would  come  that  distance  in  a  short  time.  I  walked  out  t^ere  in  the 
merniDg,  axid  suppose  ihat  it  was  from  a  half  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile  fix>m  the 
oonrt-honse. 

Question,  Was  it  pretty  generally  known  to  the  people  that  you  had  taken  General 
Crawford  into  consultanon  in  regard  to  holding  these  meetings  f 

Amwer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  knew  it ;  tm&t  was  not  the  faet.  The  meeting  was 
caBed  wHhont  my  knowledge.  ^ 

QuesHon.  Either  you  or  Jndtte  Miller,  on  yesterday,  stated  that  General  Crawfbrd 
was  in  consultation  with  yon  about  holdine  the  meeting  there. 

Answer,  He  had  a  eousultatiou  with  the  sheriff  about  preserving  order. 

QuesHon,  The  sheriff  knew  that  he  had  been  talked  with  upon  the  subject  f 

Answer,  The  governor.  General  Crawford,  the  sheriff,  and  myself,  talked  together 
there.  The  governor  and  the  general  both  asked  the  sheriff  if  he  needed  assistance  in 
pieserving  order. 

Question,  Then  the  probability  is  that  the  crowd  more  or  less  had  cognisance  of  ijke 
&et  that  the  general  had  been  consulted  about  keeping  order  tiiere  with  his  troops. 

Answer,  I  do  not  know;  I  have  no  information  upon  that  point;  the  sheriff  may  have 
told  them. 

By  tlie  Chairmak  : 

QnesiUm,  You  mentioned  an  instance  in  which  one  prominent  member  of  the  demo- 
cratic party  had  given  you  some  information,  and  requested  that  his  name  should  be 
kept  secret.    Have  any  others  of  the  same  party  made  the  same  request  of  you  f 

Answer,  Kot  at  that  time. 

Question,  At  any  other  time  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  any  other  instance.  That  impressed  me  at  t^e  time  as  a 
noble  example  of  an  old  citizen. 

Question,  IHd  the  manner  of  his  information,  and  of  the  circumstances,  satisfy  yon  of 
his  ^prehension  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  circumstances  were  these :  the  circuit  judge  of  the  circuit, 
^ois  a  republican,  and  a  very  good  man.  wrote  to  this  man  to  know  whether  it  would 
be  safe  for  nim  to  come  to  his  town  and  hold  court.  This  lawyer,  who  is  well  known 
all  over  the  State,  wrote  to  him  that  it  would  be.  This  is  what  he  tells  me  himself. 
He  said  that  after  ne  wrote  that  letter  he  thought  perhaps  he  might  be  mistaken,  and 
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ho  concluded  that  he  woald  go  round  town  a  little  and  make  inqoiry  among  the  boys, 
and  see  if  there  wae  any  such  feeling  as  would  render  it  dauj^erous  for  Judge  Smith  to 
ffo  there.  He  said  that  when  he  came  to  inquire  he  was  satisfied  that  it  was  not  safe 
n>r  Judge  Smith  to  come  there,  that  his  life  would  be  in  danger.  It  was  in  that  con- 
nection that  he  begged  that  his  name  should  not  be  used,  or  that  the  matter  should  not 
be  made  public ;  for  ne  said  that  his  life  would  be  in  danger,  if  it  was  known  that  he  had 
stated  that  much. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

(iiMsstum.  You  have  said  that  it  would  have  been  nnsafe  or  impoesible  to  make  a  re- 
publican speech  in  certain  localities.  Would  it  be  equally  unsafe  to  make  any  6<^rt  of 
a  political  speech  T  If  not,  will  you  state  what  kind  of  poUtioal  speech  might  be  made 
in  safety  f 

Answer.  A  democratic  speech  could  be  made  anywhere,  at  any  time. 
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WILLIAM  E.  COCKBELL  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesHan.  Where  do  yon  reside  f 

Answer,  In  Eutaw,  Greene  County,  Alabama. 

Queetion,  How  old  are  you  f 

Answer,  I  am  sixteen  years  old :  going  on  seventeen. 

QnesUon,  Were  you  with  your  mther  as  a  witness  in  the  United  States  court,  in  Mo- 
bile, a  few  weeks  ago  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qvicstion,  In  what  case  were  you  taken  there  as  a  witness  f 

Answer,  In  the  case  of  Robert  Hamblett  and  others.  * 

Question.  For  what  werathey  to  be  tried t 

Answer,  For  the  riot  atHSutaw  that  prevented  Mr.  Hays  £rom  speaking. 

QuesUon,  Was  your  father  there  as  a  witness  in  the  same  case  f 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Wnen  was  it  that  you  went  to  Mobile  as  a  witness  f 

Answer.  The  last  time  was  in  April  last,  I  believe :  I  am  not  certain  as  to  the  time. 

Question,  Were  you  returning  home  with  your  fiitner  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  on  the  steamboat  Cherokee. 

Question.  Tell  us  now  whether  that  boat  was  visited  by  any  x>erson8,  and  whether 
ihey  beat  your  father;  tell  us  what  they  said,  and  all  that  occurred  at  that  time. 

Answer.  We  went  up  on  the  Cherokee,  and  when  we  ^ot  to  the  Eutaw  landing,  where 
'  we  had  intended  to  get  off,  the  water  was  all  over  it,  and  we  could  not  land  th^re ; 
we  then  went  on  up  to  Finches  Fenry ;  as  the  boat  was  going  to  stop  there  all  night, 
we  concluded  to  stay  on  the  boat  till  morning;  it  was  three  miles,  from  there  to  town, 
where  we  lived ;  while  we  were  sitting  there  in  the  cabin  a  crowd  of  men,  some  seven 
or  eight,  came  in ;  I  did  not  know  but  one  pf  them ;  Jo  Reynolds  was  one  that  I  knew ; 
we  s£b  there  while  they  came  in ;  they  passed  by  us,  and  asked  for  Judee  Smith :  na 
one  answered  them,  and  they  went  up  to  the  clerk's  office,  but  they  dia  not  find  his 
name  there ;  while  they  were  in  the  clerk's  office  pa  got  up  and  went  back  into  the  cell 
or  berth,  where  he  slept ;  they  then  came  out ;  I  was  standing  by  the  clerk's  office 
when  they  came  out,  and  they  asked  where  my  father  was ;  I  tola  them  I  did  not  kn^ow 
where  my  father  was;  I  knew  they  were  up  to  mischief;  I  left  them  then  and  went 
around  to  the  back  door  of  the  cell  or  state-room  to  tell  na  about  it ;  the  bock  door  was 
fi»st<ened ;  he  had  it  barred ;  I  called  to  him,  but  he  did  not  answer ;  I  then  went  out 
on  the  upper  part  of  the  boat,  and  was  looking  out,  when  all  at  once  I  heard  a  great 
noise ;  I  ran  right  in,  pa  was  out  of  the  state-room,  and  a  man  was  striking  him  >  the 
fellow  Waddellwas  striking  him;  I  did  not  know  him  then,  but  pa  told  me  who, it 
was ;  Waddell  was  the  one  striking  at  him ;  I  never  had  seen  him  before,  and  did  not 
then  know  him ;  and  Jo  Reynolds  struck  him  on  the  back  of  the  head  with  ^  pistol  as 
he  was  backing  back. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  f 

Anstcer.  Waddell,  every  once  in  a  while,  would  say,  "  You  drew  your  pistol  on  me," 
Pa  said  to  him,  "  I  did  not  do  any  such  thing."  Then  we  come  on  right  out  (d  the  boai 
and  left,  and  went  up  home. 

Question.  Did  they  give  any  reason  for  making  this  attack  on  your  father? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  yon  hear  any  reason  given  by  them  on  the  boat  T 

Anstoer,  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 
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By  Hr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Ton  beard  this  man  charge  your  fiitber  with  drawing  a  pistol  on  him  T 
Ansicer.  I  have  stated  that. 

Question,  You  beard  him  charge  your  father  with  drawing  bis  pistol  on  him  f 
Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  and  pa  told  nim  be  did  not.  ' 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question,  Did  yoor  father  have  a  pistoli 
Answer.  If  be  bad,  I  did  not  know  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QmsHan.  When  they  asked  where  your  fSfttber  was,  did  they  say  why  they  wanted 
himf 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Was  Jndge  Smith  expected  on  that  boat  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q^estUm.  WbatforT 

Answer.  To  come  up  there  and  bold  court. 

QuesUon.  Was  there  a  court  in  Eutaw  that  week  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Who  held  the  court  f 

Ansu?€r,  Judge  Pelbam  came  up  in  bis  place. 

Question,  To  what  extent  was  your  flAtber  ii^nred  ? 

Answer.  He  was  badly  hurt  where  Reynolds  struck  him  on  the  back  of  the  bead  with 
his  pistol ;  be  bled  a  great  deal. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

i^ustion,  I  theajBcht  yoa  said  Waddell  struck  him  f 

Answer,  WaddeU  was  before  him  striking  him;  and  when  he  was  backing  back 
Reynolds  struck  him  on  the  back  of  the  head  with  his  pistol. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  he  wounded  and  bleeding  ? 
Answer.  He  bled  pretty  fteely.  t 

QuesHon.  Was  be  confined  to  bis  bed  from  bis  injuries? 
Answer.  He  staid  in  bed  one  day  afterward. 

Question.  Were  you  present  in  Eutaw  at  the  time  the  riot  occurred  there  f 
Answer,  Ybs,  sir. 

QuestUm,  And  that  was  the  reason  you  were  called  as  a  witness  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qjtsstiofi.  Is  this  aU  you  know  about  the  transaction  on  the  boat  at  the  time  y/our 
fati^er  was  hurt  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir;  all  that  I  recollect, 

Quffsiion*  Do  you  know  whether  yoor  father  bad  a  pistol  or  not  T 
JMSwer,  S  do  not  know  i  I  did  not  see  him  with  any. 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 

Question,  You  were  with  bin^  after  the  transaction  t 
,  Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question,  You  saw  no  pistol  t 
Anstoer,  No,  sir. 

By  tbtf  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  there  other  witnesses  on  the  boat  f 

Answer.  There  were  two  men  on  the  other  side ;  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were 
witnesses  or  what  they  were  j  but  they  came  down  to  attend  the  trial. 

Question'  Were  they  returmng  on  the  same  boat  with  your  father  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  If  witnesses,  were  they  for  the  Government  or  for  the  defendants  f 

Answer,  For  the  defendants. 

Question.  Was  this  Reynolds  one  of  the  party  who  bad  been  indicted  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  be  was  indicted  or  not. 

Question,  Had  be  been  down  at  Mobile  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir:  but  be  left  before  we  did,  and  went  to  Eutaw. 

^ustion.  Was  Waddell  one  of  the  party  to  be  tried  at  Mobile  f 

Jbmcer.  No,  sir;  he  came  over  from  Eutaw  with  a  hearse  bnuging  a  body  to  bA 
buried ;  and  the  river  rose  so  high  that  be  could  not  go  back  the  way  be  came,  an<i 
bad  to  go  down  by  the  boat. 

QuesUon.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  reason  why  they  beat  your  &ther  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Blair: 

Answer.  Tea,  sir ;  now. 

QueeUon,  Is  he  at  borne  in  Entawt 

Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  How  old  is  your  father  T 
Anatver.  He  is  forty-six,  I  helieve. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Why  did  yon  come  to  Washington ;  were  yon  sabposnaed  to  come  here  as 
witness? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  received  a  telegram  to  come. 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  3, 1871. 
'  ARTHUR  A.  SMITH  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  t 

Answer.  My  residence  is  now  in  Choctaw  County.  Alabama,  about  six  miles  from 
Mount  Sterling,  and  about  eight  miles  firom  Powell,  toe  county  seat. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  f 

Ansicer.  I  am  carrying  on  a  plantation  now. 

Quesium.  Did  you  formedy  reside  in  Greene  County  f 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Up  to  what  time  f 

Answer.  I  have  not  been  there  since  about  the  20th  of  December  last ;  I  cannot  now 
give  the  exact  date  when  I  left  there. 

Question.  Wore  you  iit  Eutaw  on  the  day  wh^i  the  two  politioal  meetings  ware  held 
there  in  October  last  f 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  We  have  alieady  had  some  deecriptiooas  <3i  the  riot  that  ocouired  theie,  vnd 
do  not  wish  to  encumber  the  record  with  much  repetition  of  testimony.  If  you  know 
any  facts  which  show  that  there  was  any  preconcert  of  action  jfor  the  purpose  of  pro- 
ducing a  riot  there,  will  you  state  what  they  are  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  the  posting  of  the  handbill  for  a  democratic  uiootiug 
there  after  the  handbill  for  the  republican  meetine  had  been  posted,  together  witb  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  posted.  At  the  time  it  led  us  tm  believe  that  it  was  fbr  no 
good  purpose.  The  poster  was  signed  by  no  one,  and  it  was  posted  in  oon^iottMis 
places  du4ng  the  night.  My  office  was  m  the  eourt-houaeb  We  had  a  ]^aoe  in  the 
passage-way  of  the  court-house  for  postLog  bills.  When  I  lefb  there  at  nighty  about 
sundown,  there  was  no  bill  posted  uieie;  when  I  came  back  there  in  &e  morning, 
about  seven  o^clock,  there  was  one  posted  there,  and  also  one  in  the  probate  office. 

Question.  Were  you  the  clerk  of  the  court  at  that  time,  with  your  office  in  the  court- 
house f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Do  you  refer  now  to  the  night  before  the  meeting  t 

Answer.  No,  sir :  I  remember  that  Major  Leighton  ^mrived  Uiere  with  some  United 
States  troops  on  the  13th  day  of  October,  and  iMa  was  the  night  before  he  arrived. 

By  tiie  Chairman: 

Question.  Were  any  declarations  made,  during  the  progress  of  the  meeting,  which 
showed  an  anticipated  disturbance  ?  If  so,  state  what  declarations  were  made  and 
who  made  them. 

Answer.  I  was  in  my  office  while  the  speaking  was  goinff  on  ;  the  stand  was  right  in 
fW)nt  of  my  office :  I  was  sitting  on  a  table  something  lite  this,  in  the  center  of  the 
room  ;  a  deputy  sheriff,  named  Hugh  L.  White,  came  in  there  while  Governor  Parsons 
was  speaking ;  ho  said,  "  Smith,  you  will  see  the  damnedest  row  here  in  a  little  while 
that  you  ever  saw  in  yont  life."  I  said,  "  I  guess  not."  After  the  affair  occurred  I 
thought  that,  perhaps,  indicated  that  it  was  an  understood  thine.  And  other  thtn^ 
went  to  show  that  it  was  a  preconcerted  plan.  Aft-erward  a  friend  of  mine  said  that  if 
he  had  thquKht  I  had  been  in  any  danger,  being  there  in  my  office  when  the  firing 
commenced,  ue  would  have  sent  for  me  and  had  me  come  away. 

Question.  Were  there  any  other  facts  to  show  a  preconcert  T 
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AsMNoer,  None,  of  my  oim  personal  knowledse,  more  than  the  day  prerioos  to  the 
meetiDff  I  saw  a  man  by  the  name  of  Perkins  Bxing  up  his  gun  in  his  store.    I  do  not 
know  that  that  would  be  regarded  as  any  indication. 
QveslMm.  Did  he  take  any  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  next  day  t 
Jauwer,  I  could  cot  say,  of  my  own  personal  knowledge,  that  he  did. 
QuesHon,  Did  yon  hear  any  <me  advise  to  wait  before  firing,  that  the  time  had  not 
airivedyetf 

AMwer.  That  was  a  man  named  Robert  Hamblett,  who  drew  a  derringer  when  Par- 
sons was  spei^n^  and  said,  "  Let  me  kill  the  God-damned  old  son  of  a  Ditch."  That 
WM  his  language?  Three  or  fonr  gabbed  his  arm  and  held  it  up,  and  several  of  them 
said, "  Dooft  ahoot  yet ;  it  is  not  tmie."  And  that  quieted  him  down.  After  the  first 
abot  was  fired,  then  I  heard  a  man  say  distinctly,  "  Go  in,  boys;  now  is  yoor  time." 
(ittetMm,  Who  was  hef 

Answer,  Colonel  J.  J.  Jolly.  And  let  me  say  here  now  that  he  was  sitting  with  his 
bsek  to  me ;  he  was  sitting  in  the  window,  and  there  were  one  or  two  men  between 
him  and  me^  I  conld  not  swear  to  him,  only  from  his  voice,  which  I  knew  very  well. 
I  believe  it  was  his  voice  that  I  heard  make  that  remark.  Immediately  upon  that  the 
general  firing  commenced. 

Question.  What  relation  did  he  hold  to  the  meeting — ^was  he  a  republican  or  demo- 
crtif 
Anmcer,  He  was  supposed  to  be  a  demoeeat ;  he  spoke  in  ^e  democratic  meeting. 
QumUon,  Was  this  i^  the  republican  meeting  f 
Anwer.  Yee,  sir. 

QMestum,  The  democratic  meeting  had  then  acUoumedf 
Aemmm*  Yes,  air. 

(itmikm*  Can  you  state  any  other  fiMts,  within  your  knowledge,  to  show  that  vio- 
leaee  was  premeditated  there,  or  have  you  stated  all  that  you  know  f 

Asmcer,  There  was  a  man  who  came  from  Hale  County,  an  acyoining  county,  the 
da^r  after,  and  said  that  he  met  some  men  oomine  from  Eutaw  and  going  back  to 
Gieensboro;  he  met  them  at  the  river,  and  heard  them  say  they  had  *'been  over 
tbeie  and  made  the  radicals  jump  once,  and  would  again  if  they  had  a  meeting." 

QscslioK.  Were  you  summoned  as  a  witness  to  attend  the  trial  of  the  parties  at  Mo* 
bilet 

Antwer.  I  was  subfKXBnaed  at  DemopoUs,  upon  the  examination  before  the  United 
States  commissioner.  That  examination  was  postponed,  on  account  of  the  absence  of 
important  witnesses,  untU  the  26th  day  of  December,  at  Mobile,  the  time  the  grand 
mf  wece  to  meek  1  was  sahiKfinaed  to  attend  there.  The  examination  was  waived 
M&fe  the  United  States  commissioner,  and  I  was  summoned  to  serve' on  the  grand 
jam  in  the  United  States  court. 

QuesHan.  Having  been  summoned  oUce  as  a  witness,  did  any  of  the  parties  charged 
with  tiie  riot  make  any  threats  to  deter  you  from  attending  T 

Anumr,  When  the  warrants  were  issued  for  these  parties — I  think  there  were  twelve 
of  ihsm — affidavits  were  made  beft^e  Hie  United  States  commissioner  and  warrants 
med  for  their  anest ;  that  was  prior  to  the  election  some  time,  when  the  circuit  court 
vafl  in  session.  A  deputv  marshal  came  there  exi>ecting  to  arrest  the  parties.  I,  betog 
the  cleric  of  the  eonrt,  they  made  known  to  me  who  were  the  parties.  No  othen  in 
the  county  knew  for  whom  they  had  warrants.  I  assisted  them  as  much  as  I  conld  in 
identifying  -Qie  parties.  The  grand  Jury  of  the  county  was  in  session  at  the  time,  and 
they  investigated  the  case  somewhat.  I  was  summoned  as  a  witness  before  tfie  grand 
Jozy.  Having  on  a  former  occasion  been  before  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  in  a  very 
aggravated  case,  I  did  not  like  to  go  before  them  this  time.  I  told  my  brother,  who 
▼SB  the  judge  of  the  court,  that,  if  it  was  possible,  I  wished  he  would  assist  me  in 
Icesping  away  from  the  grand  jury.  He  said  very  frankly  that  he  could  not  do  so ;  that 
if  I  was  subpcenaed  I  would  have  to  go  before  them.  1  was  subpcBoaed  to  go  b^ore 
^  grand  Juiy  on  the  last  day  of  the  session  of  the  court  to  give  evidence  m  regard 
to  uos  riot.  Before  giving  mv  testimony  I  told  the  grand  jury  that  I  had  given  testi- 
Diony  in  the  case  of  the  aswsination  of  Boyd ;  that  Siey  had  taken  a  solemn  oath  not 
te  divulge  anything  that  transpired  withhi  the  jury-room ;  and  yet  not  three  days 
hsd  passed  when  my  testimony  was  known  all  over  the  county.  I  told  them  I  would 
rather  go  to  jail  than  give  my  testimony  there,  unless  it  coula  be  kept  secret.  They 
asaorea  me  that  it  should  be  as  secret  as  the  grave,  and  I  gave  my  testimony.  About 
three  days  after  that,  immediately  after  I  came  back  from  Demopolis — the  court  adr 
Mmed  on  Saturday,  I  went  to  Demopolis  on  Monday  and  returned  on  Tuesday — upon 
my  iletum,  word  was  sent  to  me  from  one  of  the  parties  against  whom  I  had  given  tes- 
tifflony  that  he  intended  to  shoot  me  on  sight  He  was  bailiff,  acting  for  the  court  at  that 
time.  After  three  were  arrested  a  great  many  fled  and  went  into  me  woods,  this  bailiff 
"^^th  the  rest.  Some  arrangement  was  then  effected  by  which  these  parties  conld  come 
badt  to  town.  This  man  came  into  my  office  to  set  me  to  certify  for  his  pay  as  baili£^ 
I  was  in  there  by  myself;  I  said  t^  him,  **  John,  I  understand  that  yon  said  ^ou  were 
going  to  shoot  me  on  sight;  now,  this  is  the  first  time  we  have  met,  and  this  is  as  good 
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a  cbance  to  do  it  as  any ;  and  if  yon  can  shoot  quicker  than  I  it  is  all  rigfatw"  He  said 
that  perhaps  he  had  said  so ;  bat  he  was  drank.  **  But/'  said  he,  ^*  there  is  one  t^UBfi^, 
yon  will  not  be  permitted  to  testify  before  the  United  States  grand  jury."  I  repliedt 
''  We  will  see  about  that.'^  I  told  him  that  his  kind  of  men,  when  they  came  faee  to 
face  with  a  man,  did  not  seem  to  do  very  mnch.  I  talked  to  him  in  that  way — ^i  do  not 
remember  exactly  what  I  said — to  give  him  to  understand  that  I  was  not  particulaxly 
afraid  of  any  one  of  them.  That  was  the  only  threat  made  to  me  personally.  Ofeooree 
I  heard  rumors  that  T  would  be  assassinated,  &.c. 

Question,  Were  you  at  Mobile  f 

Anstcer,  I  was ;  I  served  on  the  grand  jury. 

Question,  Were  you  there  at  the  time  Mr.  Cockrell  was  there  as  a  witness  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  his  being  beaten  on  his  return  home  f 

Ansu?er.  Only  from  hearsay. 

Question.  Were  you  present  in  Entaw  at  the  time  the  assault  was  made  upon  Bfr. 
Burton,  the  candidate  for  lieutenant  governor? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  the  circumstances  of  that  assault. 

Answer.  That  was  after  the  election,  some  time.  Mr,  Burton  was  the  editmr  of  a 
republican  paper  in  Demopolis.  By  an  act  of  the  legislature  he  was  designated  as  the 
county  printer,  not  only  for  the  county  of  Marengo,  in  which  Demopolis  is  situated, 
but  also  for  such  other  counties  as  the  probate  judge  might  designate.  He  did  the 
county  printing  for  Greene  County.  He  came  to  Eutaw  on  some  Dusiness  conneeted 
with  the  probate  judge,  some  collections.  The  train  arrived  at  noon  on  Saturday.  As 
Judge  Davis,  the  probate  judge,  was  not  there,  he  (Mr.  Barton)  waited  till  Monday. 
On  Monday  morning  I  went  to  my  office.  I  boarded  with  Judge  Davis.  Mr.  Barton 
and  Judge  Davis  came  to  my  office ;  he  went  into  Judge  Davirs  office  first.  'RifflPe 
was  a  great  deal  of  restlessness  on  the  part  of  sevend  men  outside.  Tliat  was  aonte- 
where  about  ten  o'clock,  I  think.  Mr.  Burton  came  once  to  my  office.  I  saw  a  great 
many  men  whom  I  knew  to  be  desperate  characters  walking  about,  and  appawmtly 
watching  for  him ;  I  saw  them  on  the  streets,  with  their  revolvers  buckled  on.  I  told 
Mr.  Burton  that  I  feared  there  would  be  trouble,  and  asked  him  to  keep  with  me.  I 
told  him  I  was  going  across  the  square,  to  the  office  of  Mr.  Cockrell,  who  was  a  lawyer, 
and  asked  him  to  go  with  me.  We  walked  along  doWn  there,  and,  after  doing  my 
business  there,  I  told  Mr.  Burton  I  had  some  business  with  Judge  Miller,  who  was  ast 
the  probate  office  at  that  time,  and  if  he  would  wait  at  Mr.  CockrelPs  office  unti]  I 
could  go  over  there  and  attend  to  my  business,  I  would  come  back  and  go  down  with 
him  to  take  the  train  at  12  o'clock.  He  said  he  would  do  so,  and  I  went  up  to  Judge 
Miller's  office.  I  was  a' little  longer  than  I  expected  to  be  doing  my  business.  In  toe 
mean  time  Mr.  Burton  started  bsusk  alone.  What  I  am  telling  you  now  about  the  first 
attack  upon  Mr.  Burton  is  What  he  told  me  himself:  I  did  not  see  it.  As  he  waa  going 
along  a  man  came  up  with  a  large  stick  and  asked  aim  if  his  name  was  Burton ;  he 
replied  *'  yes ;"  he  then  asked  him  if  he  was  the  editor  of  the  **  Republican,"  and  he 
said  "  yes."  Upon  that  he  deliberately  stanick  at  him  with  the  stick  with  all  the  power 
he  possessed.  Mr.  Burton  dodged  the  blow,  and  the  force  of  it  turned  him  around. 
Mr.  Burton  had  a  little  derringer  in  his  pocket,  which  he  then  pulled  out  and  cooked. 
The  man  pulled  out  a  revolver.  Burton  said  to  him,  "  Who  are  you,  and  what  do  yon 
want  ?"  He  replied,  **  I  want  .you  to  put  up  your  pistol."  Burton  said,  "  Pa.t  up  yoiQT% 
and  I  win  put  up  mine."  He  put  up  his  pistol,  and  Burton  put  up  his.  They  then 
separated  and  walked  off.  After  Burton  had  walked  a  little  distance,  this  fellow  ran 
up  behind  him  and  struck  him  over  the  head  and  knocked  him  down.  Burtou  says 
that  is  the  last  he  remembers  of  what  took  place  then.  An  old  negro,  who  waestand* 
ing  there  and  saw  it  all,  told  me  that  after  the  fellow  had  knocked  Burton  down  witb 
his  stick  he  pulled  out  his  pistol  and  snapped  it  at  him,  but  itrdid  not  go  off.  He  then 
clubbed  him  with  the  pistol,  inflicting  wounds  which  I  afterwards  saw.  The  fellow 
then'  ran  off  with  a  hoot,  saying,  **  Pve  finished  him."  As  I  came  from  the  probate 
(^QBkse  back  into  the  court-house — &ere  was  a  passage-way  through  the  court-house;  I 
came  in  at  the  north  door,  my  office  being  on  the  south  side — I  met  Mr.  Burton  eomhig 
into  the  door,  reeling  and  stf^^gering,  his  face  all  bloody,  and  head  all  cut.  There  * 
were  two  men  there,  and  I  asked  who  had  assaulted  him.  They  said  they  did  not 
know.  Mr.  Burton  was  not  conscious  what  he  was  about  at  the  time.  He  was  bleed* 
ing  verybadly.  After  he  had  sat  in  my  office  a  few  moments,  I  saw  that  he  was  growing 
faint.  There  were  perhaps  fifty  people  in  the  street.  I  took  Burton  by  the  arm  to 
help  him  to  the  house,  which  was  about  half  a  mile  distant.  I  walked  with  him  down 
over  the  same  grouna  over  which  he  had  come ;  we  went  right  through  the  angle  of 
two  streets.  As  I  was  walking  along  there  were  on  each  side  of  the  street  men  with 
revolvers  in  their  hands,  and  I  heard  several  voices  say,  "  Lotus  finish  him,  the  damned 
son  of  a  bitch."  I  stopped  and  pulled  out  my  revolver,  and  t(dd  them  that  I  would 
JdU  the  first  man  that  approached  us.  They  thfen  stopped.  We  went  down  home,  I 
having  to  carry  him  a  great  deal  of  the  way.    When  I  got  to  the  house  he  could  not 
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rtBnd.  I  immediatoly  sent  for  the  doctor.  He  came  there  and  said  Burton  was  in  a 
dttD^erona  condition,  hut  he  thought  that  pwhaps  he  would  get  over  it.  A  negro  was 
8ent  for  some  plasters,  and  a  man  niuned  Hardway  sent  word  hack  hy  the  negro  that 
if  Burton  did  not  aie,  the  doctor  should  give  him  something  to  kill  him. 

Qumtion,  How  did  you  learn  that  f 

Antwer,  The  negro  boy  said  so.  Then  Judge  Davis  told  me  in  the  evening  that  a 
fonDi^*  judge  and  some  other  men  had  t-old  him  to  say  to  me  that  they  intended  to  come 
down  to  the  house  that  night  and  kill  Burton,  and  that  if  I  resisted  them  they  intended 
to  kill  me  ^so;  I  sent  back  word  to  those  men  that  I  was  prjBpared  for  them,  that  I 
should  resist  them,  and  if  they  came  there  I  intended  to  fight'  them  to  the  last ;  they 
did  not  come.  Burton  had  a  sister  living  at  Mobile ;  I  telegraphed  to  her  and  to  some 
of  his  friends,  and  she  came  up  two  days  afterward  with  a  gentlemen  friend  to  take 
care  of  him  and  get  him  away  as  soon  as  possible.  Going  up  on  the  train  some  man 
from  Eutaw.  John  D.  St^le,  asked  him  if  he  was  going  to  Eutaw ;  he  said  **  ye^ ;''  he 
then  asked  nim  if  he  was  going  there  to  get  Burton  away ;  he  s^id  he  was ;  the  man 
then  said  that  he  had  better  not  do  it,  because  they  did  not  intend  to  let  him  get  away 
alive. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

f^uesti^n.  This  is  hearsay  I  suppose. 
Amwer.  The  man  himself  told  me  so. 

By  the  Chaisman  : 

QueHion,  What  was  the  motive  for  the  attack  f 

AnstDor,  I  cannot  telL 

Qwdgtian,  What  did  the  man  say  to  Burton  f 

Anmoer,  All  the  conversation  waa  this :  The  man  asked  him  if  he  was  named  Burton, 
and  if  he  was  the  editor  of  the  Republican. 

Quatiati.  Do  you  know  the  man  who  assaulted  him  ? 

Ansufor,  Yes.  sir. 

QuaUom,  Who  was  hef 

Axmcer.  He  was  a  man  connected  with  the  printing  of  the  paper  published  in  Eutaw 
called  the  Whig  and  Observer ;  I  do  not  know  what  ne  was  domg  on  it.     ^ 

QmmHon.  How  soon  was  this  after  the  election  f 

Antwer,  I  think  it  was  from  the  5th  to  the  10th  of  December ;  I  will  not  be  certain 
as  to  the  exact  time.  • 

il!ite$ium.  Had  Mr,  Burton  been  particularly  obnoxious  in  any  way,  politically  or 
penMmi^yf 

An$u>er.  Ho,  sir;  there  was  nothing  objectionable  in  the  articles  published  in  his  news- 
paper. He  never  used  the  name  of  the  man  who  assaulted  him  to  my  certain  knowledge. 
It  was  always  supposed  that  Mr.  Burton  did  not  know  the  man. 

QtiegUon.  Was  the  man  arrested  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Qne$tion,  Was  any  information  laid  against  him  f 

Annoer,  It  was  done  right  in  the  face  and  eyes  of  tho  sheriff;  I  know  the  sheriff  was 
light  in  town ;  I  do  not  toink  there  was  any  affidavit  made  against  the  party ;  I  re- 
member that  Mr.  Burton  said  to  the  judge  of  probate,  Judge  Davis,  that  if  he  would 
iarae  a  wanant  he  mljght  consider  it  sworn  to  by  him ;  but  1^  never  made  an  affidavit 
against  the  party--not  a  regular  affidavit,  signed ;  I  do  not  think  there  ever  was  a 
warrant  issued  for  his  arrest. 

Queation,  Did  the  assault  occur  in  one  of  the  principal  streets  of  the  town  f 

Answer,  Bight  by  the  coort-houjse  square. 

Quesiwn,  What  is  ^our  system  of  administering  civil  justice ;  have  you  subordinate 
mcistrates  to  take  information  T 

Answer,  The  probate  judge  is  also  the  county  court  judge ;  he  has  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion. 

iluesHon,  Was  his  duty  to  issue  warrants  originally  t 

Answer,  It  is  his  duty  or  the  dut^  of  any  magistrate  to  issue  a  warrant.  But  this 
was  a  ease  of  that  character  that  it  involved  felony,  and  the  county  judge  had  no  juris- 
£ction  for  triaL  His  jurisdiction  extends  only  to  cases  of  petty  larceny,  misdemeanors, 
and  ajQ^ys.  In  this  case  the  pttfty  would  have  to  be  bound  over  to  answer  an  indict- 
by  (he  grand  Jury. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question,  In  another  court  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  circuit  court. 

rOnesUoti.  The  probate  judge  had  power  to  examine  and  commit  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 
'  QussHcn,  Was  this  case  ever  examined  by  the  grand  jury  f 
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Anwer,  The  case  occated  in  Deo^mber.  A  court  wm  held.thero  a  short  time  8inoe» 
and  I  have  been  informed  by  yonng  Cookrril,  who  is  hem,  that  this  man  is  still  at  lar]ge ; 
I  do  not  know  £h)m  my  own  personal  knowledge. 

Quesfioiu  What  were  the  party  relations  of  this  mam.  who-assMiHed  Mr.  Bnrtoii ',  -was 
he  a  democrat  f 

Jnstper.  Oh.  yes ;  he  is  noted  as  a  very  desperate  character. 

QueeiUm,  Was  be  one  of  the  parties  engaged  in  the  riot  tha»  f 

Anmcer,  Yes^  sir. 

Question.  One  of  the  defendants  T  ^ 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

Question,  Has  Mr.  Barton  recovered  fhmi  his  ii^nries  f 

Answer.  Not  wholly. 

Q^esHan,  What  knowledge  have  yon  derived  firom  persons  who  have  made  o(»nplaciiit 
to  you  while  yon  were  the  oircnit  conrt  clerk  of  whippings  and  soonrgings  that  hirve 
occnred  in  Greene  County  1 

Answer.  My  position  there  is  circuit  clerk,  before  whom  by  the  laws  of  the  State  no 
complaints  could  bo  made,  and  I  could  not  issue  warrants.  Several  persons  came  to 
me  and  asked  me  to  show  them  where  they  could  make  complaints ;  a  great  many  have 
told  me  of  scourgings  and  whippings,  though  not  aU  that  occured,  I  suppose:  I  know 
that  at  the  conmiencement  of  the  court  last  .fcdl  three  parties  came  to  my  office,  finom 
the  northern  part  of  the  county,  and  said  they  had  been  badly  beaten ;  my  brother 
was  there  at  the  time,  and  the  grand  Jury  was  in  session;  he  immediately  called  t^e 
attention  of  the  county  solicitor  to  the  case,  and  had  them  subpoenaed  before  the  grand 
iary ;  nothing  was  done,  however,  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Question,  from  information  thus  derived  will  you  state  how  many  whippings  have 
occurred  in  that  county  T  I  do  not  ask  yon  to  give  the  details,  but  to  state  generally 
the  number  of  whippings  that  have  occurred. 

Answer.  There  was  the  case  of  tiiose  three  persons;  then  a  man  by  the  name  of  Cave 
Davis ;  I  do  not  think  I  con  recall  more  than  six  cases  within  the  last  year. 

Question.  Have  any  persons  been  convicted  in  the  county  for  any  offense  of  tiiat  <^iar- 
aeterf 

Answer,  No,  sir;  not  up  to  the  time  that  I  left  there. 
'     Question.  How  were  these  whippings  represented  to  have  been  inflicted;  by  persons 
in  disguise  f 

Ajuswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  any  number  of  persons  f 

Answer.  All  the  way  from  five  or  six  up  to  25.  These  three  men,  or  two  men  and  a 
woman,  who  come  to  my  office,  said  that  there  were  some  20  persons  came  to  their 
house. 

QuesUon.  In  the  day-time  or  at  night? 

Answer,  At  night. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Choctaw  County? 

Answer.  Since  about  the  Ist  of  January. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  assassination  of  Mr.  Boyd  in  Eatawf 

Answer.  I  was  there  at  the  time ;  I  know  that  he  was  killed,  but  I  have  no  personal 
knowledg|e  of  the  manner  in  which  he  was  killed.  I  saw  him  in  the  morning  bdSn« 
he  was  laid  out;  I  was  among  the  first  to  see  him  in  the  morning  I  did  not  know  of 
it  during  the  night  when  it  occurred. 

Question.  At  what  time  was  that  f 

Answer .  It  was  on  the  31st  of  March,  1870.  The  sheriff  told  me  that  he  saw  the  par- 
ties ride  into  town. 

Question.  Did  he  arrest  any  of  themT  • 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  he  make  the  attempt  to  arrest  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  How  itaany  did  he  say  there  were  f 

Answer.  He  told  me  that  there  must  have  been  forty ;  I  think  that  was  the  number 
he  estimated  them  at. 

Question.  Did  the  sheriff  understand  why  Boyd  was  assassinated  f 

Answer,  He  never  told  me,  if  he  did. 

Question,  Did  he  say  why  he  did  not  arrest  the  parties? 

Answ4r.  He  said  that  it  would  have  been  folly  for  him  to  have  attempted  it. 

Question.  Were  they  armed  ? 

Answer.  He  said  they  were  armed  to  the  teeth.  I  asked  him  why  he  did  not  let 
Judge  Davis  and  myself  know  i,t.  He  said  that  he  did  not  know  why.  The  fact  of  tiie 
business  was  he  let  a  few  men  know  of  it  who  would  be  the  last  to  do  anythhiff  like 
pursuing  ut  night,  immediately  after  it  occurred.  Judge  Davis  and  myself,  and  l^[ulre 
Coclircir,  who  were  the  ouly  white  republicans  there,  or  who  professed  themselves  to 
be  such,  did  uot  know  anything  of  it  until  the  morning. 

Question.  About  what  time  of  the  night  did  it  occur  f 
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Jnimnr.    The  sUocUf  saidU  was  fifteen  mimitM  befiwe  11  o'clock 

QnmUou   What  i»  the  popiila>Uon  of  thftt  town  t 

Anmoer.  From  1,500  to  1,800. 

Qum^otu  If  Uieie  woce  any  disposition  to  arrest  men  of  that  kind  in  a  town  of  that 
size,  could  a  posse  have  been  summoned  at  that  hour  of  the  night  sufficient  to  hftve  ar- 
rested some  of  them  t 

Answer,  I  think  so ;  I  remember  that  one  old  citizen  there,  Chancellor  Clark,  a  prom- 
inent lawyer,  asked  the  sheriff  why  he  did  not  summon  a  posso.  The  sheriff  said  ho 
could  not  have  ^t  anybody  to  have  gone  with  him.  The  old  chancellor  said,  "  I  would 
have  gone  myself.'' 

QuesHon,  la  Chancellor  Clark  living  there  now  t 

Aimper,  Yes,  sir ;  although  he  is  a  very  old  man,  still  he  follows  his  professioB  as  a 
lawyer. 

QitesUom,  How  old  was  Mr.  Boyd  T 

Answer.    I  should  think  he  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  thirty  years  of  age. 

QncsU(m.  Was  he  a  native  of  Alabama  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qnestion,  Was  any  reason  assigned  for  his  murder  f 

Annser,  Yes,  sir ;  tliere  were  several  reasons  assigned  for  it.  One  reason  was  that 
some  fifteen  years  ago  he  and  another  man,  a  son  of  Judge  Miller,  got  into  a  difficult 
wiUi  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Chamer  Brown,  and  Brown  was  killed.  Mr.  Boyd 
was  orroeted  and  convicted  for  the  killing  of  that  man,  and  sentonced  to  the  pealleu- 
tiiry  for  a  number  of  years ;  I  cannot  say  exactlv  how  many.  After  he  had  been  there 
a  short  time  the  jury  who  sat  upon  his  trial,  with  other  persons,  petitioned  to  the  ex- 
ecutive for  a  commutation  of  his  sentence,  and  he  granted  it.  I  think  the  governor  at 
that  time  was  Governor  Winston.  Instead  of  holding  Boyd  to  his  sentence  they  re- 
leased him  after  twelve  months  in  the  jaiL  During  the  war  Boyd  served  in  the  con- 
federato  army,  not  voluntarily  I  think;  I  think  he  remained  out  until  he  thought  he 
would  be  conscripted  if  he  did  not  go.  He  went  iuto  a  sort  of  home  guards.  lie  was 
elected  or  appointed,  I  am  not  certain  which,  as  solicitor  of  the  county.  It  has  be^ 
claimed  by  some  that  his  murder  was  in  retaliation  for  the  killing  of  Brown  fifteen 
Tears  before ;  although  the  juir-  who  tried  him  had  petitioned  to  the  governor  and  got 
bis  sentence  commuted.  Another  reason  given  was  thii :  prior  to  the  3l8t  of  March, 
some  time  during  the  first  port  of  the  year,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Snoddy  was  killed; 
two  negroes  were  arrested  for  the  murder,  and  had  a  preliminanr  examination  and 
were  committed  to  jail  to  await  the  finding  of  the  grand  jury.  A  short  time  after  tiiey 
were  committed  to  Jail ;  whether  they  escaped  or  were  taken  out  I  ciuinot  say  pos- 
itively— ^they  were  out  of  jail.  One  of  them  I  think  was  found  dead  not  long  altor, 
aud  soon  after  that  the  ffttber  of  one  of  those  men  who  had  been  committed  to  the  'jail, 
an  old  man,  against  whom  there  was  no  evidence  implicating  him  in  the  murder,  was 
found  hanging  to  a  tree.  Mr.  Boyd,  being  the  county  solicitor,  had  taken  extra  paius 
in  the  case,  and  had  shown  a  great  aeal  oi  earnestness  in  obtaining  evidence  to  convict 
some  parties  of  the  hanging  on  tills  old  man. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump:  » 

Question,  Were  these  parties  whito  or  block  f 

Anstoer,  The  man  who  was  hung  was  black ;  the  man  wboae  body  was  fonnd  was 
Uack.  Snoddy,  who  was  killed,  was  a  whito  man.  The  persons  cohimitted  to  jail 
were  negroes,  and  the  father  of  one  of  the  men  committed  to  jail  was  found  hanging  to 
a  tree.  llr.  Boyd  being  a  man  very  ea^r  in  everything  he  undertook  to  do,  if  ne  aad 
the  least  idea  of  success,  could  not  keep  it  to  himselfl  He  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  he 
bad  evidence  sufficient  to  convict  certain  parties  of  the  hanging  of  this  old  man,  and 
that  he  intended  to  keep  the  grand  jury  in  session  for  six  months  but  that  they  sboakl 
fiiMi  an  indictment  against  them.  He  told  this  to  me  as  clerk  of  the  court.  I  said  to 
him,  ^  If  yon  have  snofa  evidence  as  that  you  had  better  keep  it  to  yourself.^'  The  land- 
lord of  the  hotel  where  he  boarded  said  that  Boyd  told  him  the  same  thing  in  the 
hotel,  in  the  presence  of  some  of  the  very  parties  against  whom  ho  had  evidenoe,  and 
in  a  short  time  after  that  he  was  killed. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

(fmesHon,  Was  the  grand  jury  in  session  when  he  was  killed  t 
^MiMr.  Mo,  afar. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QitestUm,  Yon  have  heard  those  two  causes  assigned  for  his  being  killed  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QussUm,  Has  any  one  been  arrested  for  bis  murder  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

QMesHon,  Was  the  subject  investigated  by  the  grand  jury  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

4 


60  CONDITION   OF  AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

0 

Quesihn.  .Was  there  any  identification  of  persona  connected  with  tbe  mnrderf 

Ansteer,  No,  sir.  In  their  report  to  the  court  the  whole  idea  thev  conveyed  was  that 
the  parties  came  ft*oni  an  adjoining  county.  They  did  not  deny  that  he  was  killed  by 
Ko-Rltix,  Of  disguised  persons,  bnt  they  conveyed  the  idea  that  the  persons  came  from 
an  adjoining  covnitv. 

Question,  Where  had  this  man  Brown  lived  f 

Afuwer.  In  Greene  County,  some  twelve  miles  from  Eutaw. 

By  2klr.  Van  Trump  ; 

Question,  Did  you  say  the  grand  jury  reported  as  a  reason  for  not  finding  an  indiot- 
ment  that  the  parties  came  worn  another  county  ? 

Answer,  They  conveyed  the  idea  that  the  parties  came  from  outside  of  the  comity. 

Question.  Was  that  the  reason  assigned  t 

Ansu)er,  I  suppose  they  could  not  find  an  indictment  against  parties  out  of  the 
county. 

Question.  Not  for  a  crime  committed  in  the  county  f 

Answer,  Not  if  the  parties  lived  out  of  the  county. 

Question.  Did  they  give  that  as  a  reason  for  not  finding  an  indictment  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  as  a  reason,  though  it  was  a  reason.  They  could  ifot  identify 
aaiy  of  the  parties ;  but  all  they  said  was,  that  in  their  opinion  they  came  from  an  ad- 
joining county. 

QmesUon,  What  was  the  reply  of  your  brother,  the  judge,  to  that  f 

Answer,  Ho  had  the  report  of  the  grand  jury  filed  and  pat  upon  record,  and,  of  course, 
he  had  no  reply  to  ma]£e  to  it. 

iluesiUm,  You  think  not  f 

Answer,  He  did  not  make  any  reply. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Will  you  state  what  you  know  about  the  state  of  affairs  in  Choctaw 
County  f 

Answer,  I  was  there  after  JanuaiVy  on  my  plantation  ;  my  brother  has  a  plantation 
there  of  some  four  thousand  acres ;  he  is  also  a  judge  of  the  circuit  court.  I  was  there 
at  the  time  the  judge  of  probate  was  shot ;  I  did  not  see  him  until  the  next  morning ; 
he  said  he  was  shot  at  about  3  o'clock  on  a  Satujiday  afternoon.  I  saw  him  the  naxt 
morninf; ;  I  can  only  ^ve  you  his  story ;  I  can  state  that  he  was  wounded  in  tlie  arm. 

Quesiwn^  What  is  his  name  t 

Answer,  F.  M.  HiU.  I  had  seen  anonymous  letters  that  he  had  received ;  I  have  seen 
one  since  then  warning  him  that  if  he  did  not  vacate  his  office  he  would  be  killed* 

Question,  Did  he  naake  any  statement  to  you  on  the  ne^t  morning  a£ter  that  occurred  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  his  statement  f 

Answer,  He  has  a  plantation  some  ten  miles  from  the  county  seat;*  he  is  in  the  habit, 
on  Saturday  nights,  of  driving  out  there  to  spend  Sundays;  he  went  through  a  little 
village,  of  the  name  of  Mounts  Sterling,  and  was  going  dqwn  a  litUo  hill,  sitting  in  his 
carriage,  driving  with  his  left  hand ;  he  is  a  large,  portly  man.  As  he  sot  near  the 
bottom  of  the  hill  he  heard  the  crack  of  a  riHe  and  felt  a  little  sting  in  the  arm,  and, 
turning  his  eyes,  sayr  a  man  behind  the  fence,  with  his  rifie  sticking  up  thiongfa  the 
,  fenca.  .  He  oould  not  identify  the  man,  though  he  could  see  that  there  was  a  man  there, 
and  could  see  the  rifle.  He  had  no  weapons  with  him,  and  immediately  drove  over  the 
omek'  and  went  to  a  doctor, .  and  had  his  wound  Creased.  The  bullet  made  a  fleeh- 
wound ;  I  saw  him  the  next  morning. 

Question,  Was  there  anything  to  miow  that  that  attempt  at  assassination  was  oon- 
BM^ed  in  an^  way  with  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  probate  judge,  or  with  lus 
political  ovimottsT 

Answer,  x^othinff  that  I  know  of.  He  had  had  previous  warnings  to  vacate  his  ofiQce 
M- ha  would  be  Imled. 

Questmn.  What  is  there  to  show  that  that  waa  more  than  an  ordinary  attempt  at 
highway  robbery  or  murder  t 

Answer,  There  is  nothing  in  the  thing  itself,  unless  you  connect  it  with  the  warnings 
which  he  had  had. 

(luestion.  Is  that  all  yon  know  of  that  oaset 

Answer.  It  was  investigated  before  the  grand  jury,  but  no  indictment  was  found. 

Question,  He  could  not  identify  the  man  1 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  :  ^ 

Quesiion,  That  is  the  reason  no  indictment  waa  IbuadT 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  other  occurrence  do  you  know  of  in  that  county  bearing  upon  the 
subject  of  our  investigation  as  to  the  security  of  life  or  properly  t 
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Answer,  Immediately  after  my  brother  and  myself  left  the  plantation  to  go  to  Mobile 
to  attend  the  trial  of  these  Eataw  rioters,  my  brother's  ffia-house,  engine — be  had  a  very 
line  one — grisVmilly  press,  about  five  thousand  bushels  of  cotton  seed,  intended  to  be 
eoBverted  into  meal,  the  bridge  which  crosses  the  creek  which  divides  onr  plantations, 
a  very  large  creek,  and  about  half  a  mile  of  fence^  were  burned.  The  bridge  was  not 
burned  entirely ;  it  was  set  on  fire  but  put  out  before  it  was  entirely  destroyed.  When 
I  came  up  from  Mobile,  I  went  to  the  plantation  to  investigate  the  factA  of  the  case. 
The  men  on  the  place  said  that  they  tracked  four  men  to  the  gin-house  from  across  the 
bridce ;  also,  that  from  that  point  they  tracked  fifteen  horses  and  mules  up  to  what 
is  ciuletl  the  crossroads,  some  eight  miles  from  the  place.  They  also  said  that  there 
was  an  old  negro  man  who  saw  and  oounted  fifleen  men  passing  up  there  just  about 
daylight,  going  en  n^th  towards  Stgtmter  County.  Whether  those  men  did  this  or  not, 
we  cannot  say.  But  we  know  that  the  buildings  were  set  ou  fire,  because  they  were 
buiaed  on  a  Thmsdiiy  ai^t,  and  the  engine  had  not  been  used  since  the  Saturday  pre- 
vious, and  there  wad  no  hre  anywhere  about  the  buildings. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  whippings  in  Choctaw  Cosnty  T 

Answer.  No  complaints  have  been  made  to  me  personally,  except  in  one  case.  A  man 
on  our  place  was  summoned  to  i^»pear  before  the  court.  I  sentanoteby  himto  goby  the 
way  of^  Mount  Sterling,  and  get  our  uiail  on  his  return.  He  went  for  the  maU,  aud 
his  report  and  that  of  ^hers  to  me  was — there  were  two  other  c<dored  men  with  him—- 
that  he  was  set  upon  and  beaten  by  about  twenty-five  men  in  the  place. 

QtMvttoR.  Were  they  masked  <»r  in  disguise  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  his  statement  about  it  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  proceedings  in  the  county  to  eonpel  the  resignation  of 
ofiSeersT 

Answer.  I  was  not  present  at  any  meeting  for  that  purpose,  because  I  had  just  gone 
to  our  home,  at  the  time  of  the  re^nation  of  the  sheriff  and  adjournment  oi  the 
court  when  my  brother  was  holding  it.  Perhaps  I  should  say  something  about  that. 
My  brother  commences  his  court  m  Choctaw  County.  Prior  to  the  meeting  of  the 
court  tiie  sheriff  told  my  brother  that  he  intended  to  resign ;  that  he  did  not  think  he 
could  hold  court  there,  the  people  were  so  excited.  He  was  urged  not  to  resign^  aud 
finally  persuaded  not  to.  The  oourt  was  ^Mmenoed  and  hekd  the  first  week  with  good 
success  and  in  quiet.  The  oourt  Was  held  on  the  Monday  and  Tuesday  of  the  seooiid 
week.  Tuesday  evening  there  was  a  great  deal  of  cuaturbance  in  the  town.  A 
great  many  n^n  caone  in  there,  and  Uiere  was  a  great  deal  of  boisteroosnees  about  the 
town.- 

QuesUon.  What  was  the  caniae  of  this  excitement  or  disturbance? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you;  it  was  the  intention  probably  to  break  up  the  oourt.  This 
was  on  Tuesday.  The  judge  sent  the  sheriff  out  to  stop  the  noise,  and  if  the  parties 
did  not  stop  the  noise  to  bring  them  into  court.  The  sheriff  went  out  and  they  were 
quiet.  After  the  court  adjourned  they  were  About  town  cuming  the  danmed  radioals, 
and  very  noisy  most  of  the  night.  Wednesday  morning  the  shenff  banded  in  his  resign 
nation  to  the  court,  saying  that  ho  was  no  longer  shenff,  thereby  blocking  the  wheels 
of  the  court,  and  the  court  had  to  adjourn. 

Question.  Was  the  sheriff  a  republican  or  a  democrat  t 

Answer.  He  was  a  republican.  The  judge  asked  the  reason  for  his  resigning,  aud  he  said 
that  he  had  very  reliaole  Information  that  they  intended  to  break  up  the  court,  and  he 
could  not  keep  order ;  so  he  would  resign.  Immedlat^y  after  t^e  court  adjovmed,  an 
indignation  meeting,  as  they  called  it,  was  held.  The  chairman  of  the  meeting,  as  he 
took  Hie  stand,  stiMl  that  the  object  of  the  meeting  waa  to  pass  resolutions  re- 
questing the  officers  of  the  eounty,  of  the  circuit  oourt,  and  of  the  district,  to  resiflm, 
and  if  they  did  not  resign  to  take  them  out  of  their  offices.  One  man  there  by  She 
name  of  Wiley  Cdiaman,  a  lawyw  and  a  democrat,  and  a  very  good  man,  came  into  the 
meeting  and  made  a  speech  there.  He  told  them  that  they  would  be  sorry  fbr  that 
day's  work ;  and  he  introduced  some  resolutions,  irhioh  wisre  adopted,  a  copy  of 
which  I  have  in  my  pocket.     . 


Wasbjkotov,  D.  C,  June  5,  ISFl. 
ARTHUR  A.  SMITH,  examination  continued. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question.  Was  the  proceeding  ttafttated  by  you,  at  the  close  <»f  your  testlinony  on 
Saturday  last,  followed  by  the  resignation  of  any  of  the  officers  of  that  eounty  f 

Anstoei'.  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  the  result  of  that  meetings-it  might  have  been 
because  of  an  anonymous  letter  that  he  received — ^but  the  tax-collector  of  the  county 
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resigned  his  office.  That  was  the  only  one,  I  think.  I  am  not  advised  as  to  whether 
the  probate  judge  has  resigned ;  he  told  me  he  shoold  resign. 

Qumiion,  Are  yooat  pieeent  elerk  of  the  ciroidt  eonrt  in  (kecne  Coontyf 

Anatper.  No^  sir. 

Questian,  Has  y onr  term  expired,  or  did  you  resign  f 

Answer,  I  resigned. 

Qumtion,  For  what  reason  t 

An9wer*  For  the  reason  that  I  oonld  not  live  there  in  safety. 

QueaHon.  What  prevented  yon  from  living  there  in  udJttyi 

Answer,  Violence. 

i^vt9tkm.  Were  any  threats  made  against  yon  f 

Armoer,  There  hare  been  several  an<mymocis  letters  sent  to  me.  About  the  first  of 
the  year,  after  I  left  there,  several  people,  irho  were  friends  to  me  as  far  as  they  eoald 
be,  told  my  wife  by  no  means  to  allow  me  to  go  back  there,  becaase  I  would  not  be 
permitted  togo  from  the  train  to  my  boarding-^aoe  withoat  being  assassinatod. 

Question,  Was  that  on  aooonnt  of  yottr  being  a  witness,  or  having  putioipoted  in 
that  meeifcingf 

Answer,  I  have  been  told  by  several  lawyers,  particularly  by  Chancellor  Clark,  who 
is  a  leading  lawyer  there,  that,  so  &r  as  my  official  conduct  there  was  concerned,  there 
was  no  complamt  against  me.  It  may  sound  a  little  egotistical  on  my  part,  but  he 
told  me  to  my  face  that  I  made  the  best  clerk  they  ever  had  there ;  they  nad  nothing 
against  me — ^that  was  before  I  was  a  witness ;  that  they  had  nothing  against  me,  only 
that  I  belonged  to  the  usurping  party. 

Question,  Did  he  communicate  to  you  any  desire  that  you  should  resign  t 

Answer,  Not  at  that  time :  no,  sir. 

QM£8ium.  Do  you  know  or  any  school-house  having  been  burned  in  that  county? 

Answer,  I  do.  I  was  county  superintendent  of  education  for  that  county.  I  not  only 
know  of  school-houses  having  been  burned,  but  of  men  having  been  driven  frt>m  the 
county  becoose  they  were  teachers  in  the  colored  schools. 

Question,  When  did  that  occur  f 

Answer,  That  occurred  in  the  lost  of  1869,  and  during  the  year  1870. 

(Question,  Did  you,  in  your  official  capacity  as  superintendent  of  schools,  make  any 
investigation  into  those  cases  f 

Answer.  1  called  the  attention  of  the  grand  jury  to  them,  and  ssr^e  the  names  of  sev- 
eral witnesses  to  be  subpcsnaed.  I  know  there  was  no  renult  of  the  Investigation,  so 
tsiT  as  any  one  being  even  indicted  or  arrested. 

Question.  How  many  school-houses  were  destroyed  in  the  county  f 

Answer,  I  now  recollect  five  that  were  destroyed. 

Question,  By  what  means  were  the  teachers  to  whom  you  refer  driven  away  T 

Answer,  I  had  teaching  there  two  young  men  from  the  North,  and  one  who  was  not 
a  ncnrthem  man.  Not  only  were  threats  made  to  them  personally,  as  they  reported,  to 
me,  but  they  were  given  so  long  a  time  to  leave  the  place  where  they  were ;  and  6ne 
man,  who  came  from  Circleville  in  Ohio — I  think  that  was  the  place — told  me  that  he 
would  have  to  leave  for  fear  of  personal  harm ;  and  he  did  leave. 

By'Mr.  Van  Trump-: 

Question,  What  was  his  name  T 

Answer,  His  name  was,  I  think,  S.  E.  Haynes.  He  was  from  CiroleviOe  in  Ohio ;  I 
think  it  was  in  Greene  County. 

Question,  Circleville  is  in  Pickaway  County. 

Ansujer,  The  other  man  was  from  Indiana.  His  school-house  was  burned^  and  a 
note  was  laft,  telling  him  he  must  leave  there  within  a  certain  time,  or  he  wonld  be 
harmed. 

Question,  Are  you  as  distinct  in  your  recollection  that  it  was  Circleville,  Ohio,  that 
this  man  Haynes  came  frt>m,  as  you  are  that  it  was  from  Greene  County  f 
*  Answer,  I  will  not  be  positive  as  to  the  name  of  the  town ;  I  am  sure  that  it  waa  in 
Greene  County,  Ohio,  and  I  think  it  was  Cireleville.    I  have  letters  in  my  possession 
which  would  give  the  information.    His  name  was  S.  E.  Haynes^  or  S,  A.  Haynes. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesUon.  How  are  your  grand  and  traverse  jurors  selected  T 

Ansu^er,  The  probate  ju&e,  the  clerk  of  the  court,  and  the  sheiiif  meet  on  the  first 
Mcmday  in  January  of  each  year,  I  think,  and  select  from  the  registered  list  of  voters 
the  names  of  those  who  are  competent  to  serve  as  jurors.  Those  names  are  registered 
and  put  on  file  in  the  judge  of  probate's  office,  and  duplicates  of  those  names  are 
put  into  a  box.  Twenty  oays  before  each  court  there  are  drawn  firom  the  names  in  the 
box  a  soAoient  number  £or  the  juries.  As  they  are  drawn  a  list  is  made  of  them,  and 
their  names  are  put  in  another  box.  Two  terms  are  held  in  a  year,  and  they  are  drawn 
from  that  rc^tered  list.  At  the  commencement  of  the  next  year  a  new  list  is  mode, 
and  those  of  the  old  list  who  have  not  been  drawn  are  put  back  hito  the  box. 
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BylCr.  Pool:  ' 

QmeBtUm,  How  manv  names  do  yoa  put  in  the  fknt  boxt 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  tliere  ib  any  specifio  number ;  my  imin«Miott  is  that  tiiey  put 
in  what  is  supposed  to  be  a  sajfficient  number. 

By  the  Chairmak  : 

QuesHon,  In  drawing  yonr  grand  and  traverse  Jorors  in  Qreene  and  Cboetaiw  Counties, 
are  there  a  fidr  proportion  ofcolored  men  on  the  Jories  f 

Answer.  Tes ;  it  was  a  good,  fair  drawin|^  with  a  &ftr  proportion  of  eaob. 

QueeHon,  Were  the  colored  Jarors  notified,  and  did  they  attraid  f 

Anewer.  We  had  a  great  many  cases  where  th^  did  ^  •np^^f  And  of  comae  a  de- 
toH  or  farfeitore  was  entered  against  them.  In  their  exphmations  or  exonsesy  when 
Ihe  edre  fadae  was  issued  to  them,  in  a  great  many  instances  they  said  they  were  not 
notified ;  that  was  the  case  particularly  in  Qreene  County.  My  acquaiaEtance  in  Choc- 
taw Coon^  is  not  sufficiently  extensive  to  enable  me  to  tell ;  I  have  been  there  but  a 
short  time.  But  that  was  the  case  in  Greene  County.  In  resard  to  those  who  were 
notified— two  instances  of  which  I  remember— they  said  that  they  were  thieatened  if 
th^  served  on  the  jury. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

(hiesH<m.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Alabama? 
Anewer.  1  have  lived  there  since  Mav,  1869. 
'  QueeHon.  When  were  vou  made  clerk  of  the  court  there  f 
Anewer.  I  was  made  derk  in  October,  1869. 

QmeeUon.  Ton  became  clerk  of  the  court  within  five  months  after  you  went  to  Ala- 
bama to  livef 
Anawer.  Tes,  sir. 

Queafioft.  Tou  were  appointed  derk  f 
Answer.  1  was. 
Question.  By  whom  f 
Answer.  Bythe  Judge  of  the  circuit.   . 
QmesUan,  Who  was  the  Jud^e  of  the  circuit  f 
Answer.  My  brother,  L.  R.  Smith. 
QwaUon,  How  long  has  he  lived  there  f 
Answer.  1  think  he  went  there  in  1865. 
QmesHon.  Where  from  f 
Answer.  I  think  he  went  from  Michigan. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Are' you  sure  he  went  as  early  as  1865  f 

Answer.  The  war  closed  in  1865.  After  he  was  mastered  out  he  came  east,  and  then 
went  to  Chicago  and  Detroit.  When  he  entered  the  Army  he  went  from  Detroit.  It  is 
my  impression  that  it  was  in  the  fall  of  1865  that  he  went  to  Alabama ;  I  will  not  be 
positive  about  that,  but  I  know  he  was  there  during  the  first  of  1866. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  When  was  he  made  Judge  of  the  circuit  T 

Answer.  He  was  elected  by  the  peoole  at  the  same  time  that  they  voted  upon  the 
new  constitution  of  the  State,  and  wnen  the  other  State  officers  were  elected. 

Question.  That  was  in  1868,  when  the  constitution  was  voted  down  by  the  people  f 

Answer.  It  was  at  the  time  that  Governor  Smith  and  others  were  elected ;  it  was  in 
February,  1868, 1  think. 

Question.  At  that  election,  or  at  the  first  election  there  under  the  reconstruction  laws, 
the  constitution  was  voted  down ;  a  m^joritv  of  the  people  voted  against  it,  I  believe. 
It  was  at  that  same  election  that  Governor  Smith  was  elected ;  but  the  constitution, 
nevertheless,  was  declared  by  Congress  to  have  been  adopted.  Who  had  been  clerk 
previous  to  your  appointment  f 

Answer.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Sidney  Wonnack.  who  died. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  retain  the  clerkship! 

Answer.  I  resigned  in  January  or  February  last ;  I  forget  the  exact  date. 

Question.  Was  any  violence  ever  ofiered  to  you  while  you  were  in  that  office  f 

Answer.  There  was  no  particular  violence  ofiered  to  me.  except  once ;  a  drunken 
man  came  into  mj  office  and  commenced  to  abuse  me  and  threaten  me  somewliat,  but 
1  very  soon  got  rid  of  him. 

Question.  Then  the  reason  for  your  resigning  was  simply  the  anonymous  letters  you 
say  yon  received  f 

Answer,  That,  and  communications  made  to  me  tlirough  others,  and  then  the  general 
feeling  there. 

QuesiUm.  Was  any  violence  ofiered  to  these  young  men  from  Kew  England,  whom 
you  appointed  to  teach  school  ? 
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Answer,  They  were  not  firom  New  Engkmd. 

Question.  Well,  from  the  North. 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  one  of  them  reported  to  me  that  some  men  came  to  the  place  where 
he  was  Uving,  in  disguise,  in  the  night,  with  pistols,  and  threatened  that  ii  he  did  not 
leave  there  within  a  certain  time  they  would  Kill  him  or  harm  him. 

Question,  Were  you  one  of  the  supervisors  of  election  in  1870 1 

Answer,  Tee,  sir ;  I  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors.  The  board  is  consti- 
tuted of  the  probate  judge,  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  and  the  sheriii  of  the  county. 

Question,  Each  has  equal  authority  in  that  board  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon.  Did  yon  assist  in  aj^^ointing  the  officers  of  election  for  that  yiear  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question,  Ton  did  not^  perform  that  part  of  your  duty  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

QuestUm,  Who  did  it  t 

Answer.  The  probate  judge  and  the  sheriff,  I  stmpose ;  the  laws  say  that  any  two  of 
the  board  can  perform  the  dnty  in  the  absence  oi  either  member. 

Question,  You  are  now  living  in  Choctaw  County  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  With  your  brother,  the  judge  ?  .  • 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  still  judge  of  the  circuit  ? 

Anstver.  He  is ;  that  is,  ue  was  at  last  accounts. 

Question.  You  were  in  Mobile  recently,  on  the  trial  of  the  Entaw  rioters  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.       • 

Question.  As  one  of  the  witnesses  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  trial  was  postponed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  the  reason  of  it^  postponement  t 

Answer.  It  was  postponed  on  account  of  the  absence  of  an  important  witness  on  be- 
half of  the  Government. 

Question.  Who  was  that  witness  ? 

Ansxoer.  Major  Charles  Hays. 

Question.  Were  there  many  other  persons  there  as  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  f 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  there  were  several  there ;  every  one  who  was  sub- 
poena^ to  be  there  was  there,  I  think,  with  one  exception. 

Question.  How  many  persons  were  indicted  for  that  riot  7 

Answer.  There  were  twenty  persons  indicted.  • 

Question.  Were  they  in  cu8t<>iy  or  on  bail  ? 

Ansu^er.  I  think  ten  were  on  bail ;  the  others  were  at  large. 

Question.  They  had  never  been  arrested  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  there  were  ten  at  that  time ;  I  do  not  know  whether  thero 
have  been  any  arrested  since  then,  or  whether  any  have  come  in  and  given  bonds. 

Question,  Did  you  see  Mr.  Hays  there  on  the  day  of  the  riot  ? 

Answer.  I  did.  * 

Question.  Had  he  his  little  son  with  him  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  on  the  stand  with  his  £ftther  ? 

Answer,  I  cannot  say ;  I  did  not  see  Msgor  Hays  when  he  got  upon  the  stand.  It  was 
not  his  son,  it  was  his  nephew  who  was  with  him :  I  cannot  say  whether  he  was  on 
the  stand  with  him  or  not.  I  know  he  was  right  there  in  front  of  the  office,  while  the 
others  were  speaking,  and  his  little  nephew  was  with  him. 

Question,  How  old  was  he  f 

Answer.  Perhaps  nine  or  ten ;  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  How  many  white  republicans  are  there  in  the  county  of  Greene  T 

Answer,  How  many  are  there  now  f 

QuesUon.  Yes ;  how  many  are  there  there  altogether  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  that  is  a  hard  question  for  me  to  answer. 

Question.  Is  there  a  large  number  of  them  t 

Answer,  Oh,  no,  no ;  according  to  my  standard  of  republicanism,  there  are  a  very 
few  there. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Well,  take  as  a  test  those  voting  the  republican  ticket. 

Answer.  Well,  they  might  not  vote  at  all,  and  still  pretend  to  be  republicans.  At 
the  last  election  there  were  four  white  men  who  voted  the  republican  ticket  to  my  cer- 
tain knowledge. 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QiU9tian,  Yoa  were  one  of  tbem 

Answer.  Yes^  sir. 

Question,  Mr.  Cookrell  was  one  of  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Who  were  the  others  f 

Answer,  Judge  A.  R.  Davis,  probate  judge,  and  M^jor  Hays* 

Question.  Does  Mr.  CockreU  hold  any  office  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  think  not  now :  he  did  hold  the  offioe  of  guardian  ad  litem  to  the 
county,  an  appointment  made  by  the  probate  judge. 

Question,  Yon  spoke  of  a  man,  Burton,  who  was  maltreated.  You  say  he  was  the 
county  priniler  f  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

QuestUnu  Not  in  that  oonnty. 

Answer.  His  paper  was  printed  at  Demopolis,  Marengo  County,  twenty-eight  miles 
from  Eutaw. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  Saturday  that  he  was  made  county  printer  by  act 
of  the  l^slature. 

Ansioir.  The  act  of  the  legislature  authorized  the  probate  judge  of  each  county  to 
designate  the  paper  for  the  county  printing;  and  the  county  judge  of  Greene  County 
d^ignated  his  paper. 

Question.  Did  that  law  allow  the  judge  to  designate  a  paper  printed  out  of  the 
county  f 

•Answer.  Yes,  sir,  anywhere. 

Question.  It  allowed  the  probate  judge  of  any  county  to  designate  a  iiaper  anywhere 
in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  will  not  be  certain  about  that ;  my  impression  is,  that  it  was  a  county 
adjoining  or  a  near  county. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  In  what  year  was  that  law  passed  f 
Answer,  I  think  it  was  passed  in  1868. 

By  Mr.  Blair:, 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  thai  the  party  \rho  assaulted  Mr.  Burton  icas  in 
some  way  connected  with  a  newspaper. 

Answer.  A  mere  employ6,  that  is  alL 

t  Question.  Had  that  newspaper  formerly  enjoyed  the  county  printing,  before  it  was 
giren  to  Burton  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  ever  intimated  that  the  quarrel  grew  out  of  that  business— out  of 
the  loss  of  that  business  f 

Answer.  That  was  never  intimated  that  I  know  of;  it  may  hove  been  that  that  was 
the  motive  which'  induced  it ;  but  this  man,  who  has  no  pecuniary  interest  in  the 
printing,  who  is  a  mere  employ^  in  the  office,  would  seem  to  nave  been  a  mere  tool  in 
the  hands  of  some  one  else,  if  the  quarrel  grew  out  of  the  fact  that  the  printing  was 
taken  from  that  paper  and  given  to  another. 

Question.  The  man  might  himself  have  lost  employment  by  it.  The  papers  selected 
for  this  work  were  generally  radical  papers,  were  they  not,  the  papers  selected  by  the 
probate  judges  f 

Answer.  They  were  papers  which  supported  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Alabama, 
and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  I  cannot  say  whether  yon  wonld  call  them 
radical  papers ;  they  were  republican  papers.  There  was  one  exception,  I  think,  to 
that  rule,  in  the  adjoining  county.  Hale  County ;  the  probate  judge  designated  a 
paper  published  in  the  county  which  was  a  conservative  paper. 

Question.  Was  the  probate  judge  himself  a  conservative  f 

Answer.  He  was  a  republican. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question.  In  your  statement  in  regard  to  the  place  from  whence  this  man  Hi^ynes, 
the  school-teacher,  came,  yon  said  that  he  came  from  Circleville,  Ohio,  and  irom  Greene 
County.    Was  it  not  Cedarvillo  instead  of  Circleville  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  the  place. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  this  man  Haynes ;  I  mean  what  were  hia  poJiti- 
cal  sentiments ;  did  ho  believe  largely  in  the  divinity  of  the  negro  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  he  did  not ;  he  was  a  very  conservative  yonng  man ;  he  said  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  politics ;  he  never  registered  or  voted  in  the  county. 
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QuetUon.  Or  mingle  mnoh  with  the  negroes  T 

Answer,  No,  sir,  not  to  my  knowledge,  no  more  than  his  datiee  as  a  teaeher  K^uirdd. 
He  had  a  little  house  where  he  lived  by  himself. 

3y  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  How  many  white  republicans  were  there  in  GHneaiM  Coonty  in  1868f 

AMwer.  I  cannot  say ;  I  was  not  there. 

Queeium.  How  many  were  there  when  yon  fint  wert  tbecet 

Anewer,  There  must  have  been  twelve,  at  least. 

Question.  Twelve  who  voted  the  republican  ticket? 

Aiwwer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Ton  said  that  there  were 'some  there  who  said  they  were  r^[i<iiMios&s  siid 
did  not  vote ;  how  many  of  them  were  there  f 

Anstoer,  There  were  two  or  three ;  the  State  senator  finom  that  district  did  not  vote, 
Mr.  Mcintosh ;  h^  told  mo  he  did  not  vote.  Mr.  Hawkins  did  not  vote  the  ticket.  The 
county  treasurer,  a  son  of  A.  R.  Davis,  did  not  vote,  ov  ^ML  not  vote  the  repablicsn 
tiokel. 

Question,  Do  you  know  the  reason  why  they  did  nott 

Answer,  They  told  me  it  would  be  dangerous  to  do  it.  The  son  of  Mr.  A*  R.  Pavis, 
who  lives  up  near  Union,  said  that  he  coud  not  stay  there  over  night  if  he  had  voted 
the  republican  ticket. 

« 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Was  he  not  understood  to  be  a  republican  f 

Answer,  Not  an  active  republican. 

Question,  Active  enough  to  hold  an  office  under  a  republican  administration  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ' 

Question.  That  was  pretty  generally  known,  was  it  notT 

Answer,  Yea,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool; 

^ueetion.  Do  the  grand  Jury  find  bills  against  persons  there  for  committing  ordinary 
crimes  f 

Answer.  They  find  "bills  l)retty  freely  against  negroes  for  ordinary  crimes. 

Question.  What  character  of  crimes  f 

Ansufer,  Petty  larceny  and  misdemeanors. 

Question,  Do  you  suppose  that  an  ordinary  proportion  of  such  petty  crimes  are  in- 
dicted in  the  county,  such  as  was  the  case  before  tne  war  in  other  counties  f 

Ansiber,  I  think  so. 

Question.  The  law  is  executed  there  as  well  as  elsewhere  in  regard  to  those  crimes  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Has  there  ever  been  any  man  indicted  in  that  county,  or  in  the  oourty  for 
committing  a  crime  in  disguise  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  No  indictment  been  found  at  all  f 

Answer.  Excuse  me ;  I  think  that  in  the  last  fiedl  term  of  court  there  were  three  par- 
ties indicted. 

Qumtion.  For  what  f 

Answer.  The  form  of  the  indictment  was  for  lynching. 

Question.  Were  the  parties  white  or  colored  t 

Answer.  They  were  ^niiite.  ^ 

Qumtion.  Was  the  charge  that  they  were  in  disgoisef 

Answer.  Jes,  sir. 

Question,  And  an  indictment  was  found  against  Itiem  in  yonr  court  t 

Answer,  They  found  an  indictment. 

QuesUon,  That  is  the  only  case  yon  know  off 

Answer,  The  only  case  since  I  have  been  connected  with  the  court. 

Question.  Has  that  case  been  tried  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  j  the  parties  had  not  been  arrested  when  I  left  there. 

QuMi4on.  Why? 

Ansu>er.  Well,  it  could  not  have  been  for  want  of  knowledge  as  to  their  whereabouts, 
for  they  were  in  Eutaw  several  times  to  my  certain  knowle<^e,  and  in  the  presence  or 
the  rti^rifr,  and  were  not  arrested. 

Question.  Did  you  issue  a  oofias  f 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question,  Did  you  put  it  in  the  hands  of  the  sherifft 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  was  no  arrest  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 


ALABAMA.  57 

QuegUon,  Is  there  any  organization  in  that  oomnty,  any  camps  of  these  men,  or  any- 
tmagof  thai  sort  f 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  of. 

QuesHon.  Ton  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  them  f 

AMWtotT,  NOy  sir. 

Questitm,  Did  yon  ever  see  them  tiding  ift  disguise  f 

Ammver.  I  never  hare. 

Qmes^pn,  Do  they  freqaeotiy  ride  in  dtagniae,  as  yon  leom  from  others  f 

Answer.  I  am  told  so. 

QumiUm.  How  oftenf 

Answer.  I  cannot  ielL  « 

QuesUmL  At  stated  timest 

Answer.  When  I  was  there  I  nsed  to  hear  of  it  every  week.  • 

QnesUtm.  On  what  day  of  the  week  t 

Answer.  It  was  mostly  Saturday  night  that  they  rode. 

QuesH^m.  In  what  numbers  f 

Answer.  All  the  w^  from  three  to  twenty-five.  I  think  on  the  occasion  that  Boyd 
was  killed,  the  sheriff  estimated  that  there  were  more  than  fbirty  or  fifty  of  ti^em. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

QueaCion,  Ton  mean  the  solicitori  Boydf 
Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

QuesUon.  Have  any  sconrgings  occnrred  recently  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of  personally ;  only  l»v  hearsay,  fh>m  other  piurties. 

QmestUm.  1  mean,  of  course,  as  yon  learn  firom  others ;  yon  could  not  have  been  prssent. 

Answer.  A  prominent  man  in  Entaw^  a  democrat,  a  Mr.  Taylor— he  goes  by  tiie  name 
of  Kit  Taylor ;  I  do  not  know  what  his  name  is— a  very  large  land-holder,  said  tha^  it 
was  reported  to  the  authorities  that  one  Flem  Cross,  wife,  and  family  had  been  poisoned ; 
that  the  wife  had  died ;  that  warrants  were  issuea  for  the  arrest  of  severe  negroes ; 
that  the  sheriff  took  a  posse  and  went  down  and  arrested  the  nej^roes,  and  was  ^iog 
to  Entaw  with  them,  when  he  was  met  by  a  party  of  men  in  disguise,  who  immediately 
put  a  guard  over  him,  and  took  the  negroes  away  &om  him  and  beat  them  very  badly ; 
cut  one  man  and  one  woman  nearly  to  pieces,  but  did  not  kill  them. 

Q^estUm.  When  was  that  f 

Answer.  That  must  have  been  in  March  last. 

Question.  Kow,  return  to  the  indictments  that  were  found ;  upon  what  parties  was 
the  lynching  committed  by  those  who  were  charged  with  committing  it  f  f 

Answer,  lipoik  some  negroes.    The  indictment  was  for  lynching ;  it  was  under  an  act 

for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  lynchinfi".    Do  not  imderstand  me  to  say  that  these  per- 

'  eons  were  lynched,  but  the  indictment  was  found  under  an  act  which  was  passed  to 

suppress  lynching.    It  was  charged  that  they  did  go  upon  a  place  in  disguise,  and  beat 

and  whip  certain  parties. 

Question.  That  was  the  charge  in  the  indictment  f 

Answer.  Tes.  sir. 

^uesikn.  Wnat  is  the  politics  of  the  paper  published  in  Greene  County  T 

Answer.  Democratic. 

QuestUm.  What  is  the  tone  of  that  paper  in  its  editorials  in  regard  to  these  outrages  f 

Answer.  It  is  rather  qidet ;  it  does  not  say  much. 

QuesUon.  Does  it  denounce  them  at  all  f 

Answer.  I  never  saw  a  piece  in  it  denouncing  them  that  I  recollect  of,  except  that 
upon  one  occasion  it  called  upon  the  people  to  refrain  from  violence. 

Question.  Who  is  the  editor  of  that  paper  f 

Answer.  Joseph  W.  Taylor. 

QuesUon,  Is  he  a  meml>er  of  this  organisation  t 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

QuesHon.  You  do  not  know  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Has  it  been  the  custom  in  Alabama  to  give  patronage — public  printing, 
&c. — to  papers  that  support  the  party  in  i>ower  f 

Answer.  Do  you  say,  ^Has  it  been  thjB  custom  ?" 

Question.  However,  you  have  not  been  there  long  enough  to  answer  that  question. 
Is  that  the  custom  in  Michigan  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know ;  i  never  lived  in  Michigan  but  one  year. 

Question.  From  what  State  do  you  comef 

Answer.  From  Massachusetts. 

Question.  Then  I  will  ask  you  the  question  in  regard  to  that  State. 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  the  custom  there.  ^ 
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Question,  Would  witnesses  be  safe  to  go  into  one  of  your  courts  and  testify  to  a  state 
of  facts  that  would  lead  to  the  conviction  of  one  of  these  marauders  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  would. 

Question.  Suppose  that,  upon  a  preliminary  investigation,  a  witness  should  show  by 
his  testimony  that  ho  know  enough  to  convict  one  of  them ;  would  he  bo  safe  during 
the  time  between  the  investigation  and  th^  &oal  trial  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  he  would;  aud  x)erhaps  I  might  right  h«re  substantiate  that 
by  saying  that  a  man  who  was  beaten  there,  and  an  iBdictment  fonud  against  the  par- 
ties, was  run  out  of  the  county.  I  issued  several  subpoenas  for  him  to  appear  to  attend 
the  court,  and  he  did  not  come.  I  issued  an  attachment  for  him  upon  au  order  of  the 
court,  and  he  gave  bond  for  his  appearance;  but  he  did  not  appearr  ^^^^  ^1^  bond  was 
forfeited.  He  said  that  if  he  came  there  he  would  be  killed.  Furtheicmore,  another 
party,  who  was  a  witness  jn  behalf  of  this  man  in  the  same  case,  told  me.  as  a  reason 
for  his  not  appearing,  that  he  was  told  if  he  appeared  there  he  would  bo  killed.  The 
witness  forfeited  his  bond,  aud  an  attachment  was  issued  for  him  at  the  last  court ; 
whether  he  came  or  not  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Who  went  his  bail  ? 

Answei',  Some  man  in  Gainsville  ^  £)rget  the  name  now.  The  man  who  wa^  beaten 
was  a  negro  named  Sol  Mobley.  The  man  who  went  on  his  bail  was,  I  think,  Greene 
B.  Mobley,  sr.  He  is  now  dead.  The  attachment  was  issued,  and  put  in  the  hands  of 
the  sheriff  of  Sumter  Couuty. 

Question,  What  chance  is  there  for  the  State  courts  to  suppress  thia  violence^  if  no 
indictments  are  fonud  ? 

Answer.  No  chance ;  I  ]ook  upon  the  State  courts  as  a  feurce,  so  far  as  that  is  concerned. 

Question,  They  are  totally  incompetent  I 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  I  can  speak  very  confidently  of  the  circuit  court  of  Greene 
Couuty,  that  it  is  utterly  powerless  to  convict  these  men,  or  any  parties  gmilty  of  these 
crimes. 

Question.  First,  because  the  grand  jury  will  not  find  a  bill ;  aud,  seoondly,  because 
you  cannot  get  witnesses  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  When  the  witnesses  come  up  on  the  preliminary  examination  and 
are  bound  over,  judging  the  future  by  the  past,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  enforce  the  law. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  known  anything  of  the  Union  League  in  the  county  f 

Answer.  I  never  have. 

Question.  Have  they  )iad  any  Union  Leagues  there  since  you  have  been  there  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  or  if  they  have,  I  never  have  known  anything  about  them.  I  never 
did  know  anything  about  them  any  way. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  colored  people  in  thatooonty— <Mrderly 
or  otherwise  f 

Answer,  Very  orderly,  indeed. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  bam-bumings  there  T 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  o£  I  think  two  or  three  gin-houses  have  been  bumed,  and 
negroes  arraigned  for  burning  them ;  but  they  never  have  b^n  convicted  of  it.  Ne- 
groes have  been  arraigned  for  the  murder  and  killing  of  i>er8ons,  and  for  bnminr  a 
store  there ;  some  twenty  or  thirty  of  them ;  and  one  man,  one  of  the  negroes,  in  oraer 
to  have  them  committed  to  jail,  was  pressed  to  [peijure  himseli^  as  he  afterwards  con- 
fessed. They  now  have  him  under  an  indictanent  for  peijury.  I  think  three  or  four 
colored  men  were  committed  to  jail  upon  a  preliminary  examination  before  a  justioe. 

Question.  On  the  testimony  of  this  manf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  say  he  has  been  indicted  for  peijnry  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  notwithstanding  he  oome  the  second  time  before  the  grand 
jury,  and  said  that  he  had  told  them  a  lie,  they  still  found  an  indictment  against  t<he 
other  negroes,  and  they  were  kept  in  jail  until  this  last  court,  when  they  were  put 
upon  trial,  and,  as  I  am  informed,  all  were  cleared  except  this  man  who  pegured  him- 
self. 

Quotum,  You  mean  that  he  perjured  himself  in  swearing  against  the  others  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  swore  that  he  was  one  of  the  party,  and  implicated  the  others 
in  it. 

Question.  How  lon^  were  the  defendants  kept  in  jail  f 

Answer.  The  burning  of  this  store,  and  the  murder  and  burning  of  the  clerk  in  it, 
occurred  not  long  after  the  assassination  of  Mr.  Boyd,  which  was  on  the  30th  of  March, 
1870.  Those  negroes  were  arrested,  examined  before  a  justice,  committed  to  jail,  ana 
taken  out  once  on  a  writ  of  hahea*  coitus  before  iny  brother,  and  he  disohoiged  two  of 
them. 

•By  Mr.  Van  Trump  :  * 

Question.  Whose  store  was  burned  T 
Answer.  Doctor  Anderson's. 
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QuaH&n.  What  was  bifi  politiost     * 
Anmcer.  He  waa  a  democrat,  I  suppose. 

By  Mr.  Pool; 

Que»iiaii.  Has  the  community  ever  been  able  to  find  out  who  were  the  guilty  parties  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  the  case  was  decidad  iu  favor  of  thel^e  parties  only  »  lew  weeks 
siiiee,  except  the  man  who  pe^ored  himselH 

Qkintion,  Yea  say  the  store  was  bnmed  not  long  after  the  assassination  of  Mr.  Boyd  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Que$tU>n.  Did  it  have  any  connection  with  that  f 

Answer,  This  man,  Dr.  Anderson,  at  one  time  told  me  that  he  himself  thought  it 
was  merely  retaliation  for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Boyd ;  that  is,  when  he  supposed  tibat 
the  negroes  were  guilty  of  the  act. 

Qu€»(i4m,  Is  the  doctor  supposed  to  have  been  connected  in  any  way  with  the  murder 
of  Mr.  Boyd  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  he  was  one  of  the  parties ;  I  cannot  tell  about  his 
knowing  anything  about  it. 

Question.  Was  he  an  active  democrat,  so  as  to  have  notice  attracted  to  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  a  veiy  conservative  man,  onlv  when  he  was  drunk ;  then  he 
was  ve^  active  as  a  democrat,  denouncing  everybody  that  was  over  loyal  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  who  sympathized  with  the  republican  party. 

Question,  Has  there  been  any  fear  in  that  oommunity  that  there  would  be  retalfation 
by  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was,  at  the  time  of  the  assassination  of  Mr.  BoyiL 

Question.  Have  you  known  of  any  other  acts  of  retaliation  f 

Answer.  Other  acts  of  retaliation  t  .     .  . 

Question.  By  the  negroes  there  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Ihave  never  known  of  any  acts  of  retaliation  at  all. 

Question,  What  is  the  relative  proportion  of  white  people  and  of  negroes  in  that 
oonnty  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  estimated  at  one  time  that  there  were  three  to  one. 

Question.  Three  negroes  to  one  white  man  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  the  number  of  negroes  in  that  oounty  diminishing  any  t 

Answer,  I  think  it  is,  very  fast ;  after  the  last  election  a  great  many  left  the  county 

Question.  Did  all  of  the  negroes  vote  at  that  election  t 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  they  did. 

Question.  In  your  judgment,  what  proportion  of  them  did  vote  t 

Answer.  I  could  not  give  you  any  definite  statement ;  I  know  that  in  some  precincts 
many  of  them  did  not  vote.  In  one  precinct  scarcely  any  negiocs  voted ;  and  in 
otheiBy  as  it  appeared  irom  the  iK)ll-list,  a  great  many  negroes  voted  the  democratic 
ticket. 

QuesHon.  A  great  many  of  them  voted  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  1869, 1  think,  the  republican  minority  iathe  comity  was  nearly 
2,200 ;  in  1870,  the  majority  waa  43  democsaiic. 

Qnesiion.  How  many  negroes  voted  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  1  cannot  tell. 

Question.  I  do  not  ask  you  to  give  the  exact  number,  only  to  approximate  to  the 
number. 

Anstoer,  I  should  think  there  were,  perhaps,  1,500. 

Qmestion.  How  many  did  not  vote  at  all  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  there  might  have  been  two  or  three  hundred  or  more ;  I  am 
not  well  enough  acquainted  all  over  the  county  and  with  the  negroes  to  give  you  the 
exact  number. 

Question,  Did  the  negroes  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket  do  so  willingly,  or  did  they 
do  so  ftom  terror  f 

Answer,  I  know  a  great  many  who  did  not  vote  it ;  they  made  affidavit  they  did  not 
vote  the  democratic  ticket ;  but  I  say  that  it  so  appeared  from  the  poll-books. 

Question,  Do  yon  mean  to  intimate  that  there  was  fraud  in  the  count  f 

4ntwer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  do. 

Question.  When  yon  spoke  of  1,500  negroes  having  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  you 
mean  that  it  so  appear^  from  the  connt  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qmsstion,  In  your  jodsment,  to  what  extent  was  that  fraud  carried  f 

Answer,  It  was  carried  to  the  extent  that,  as  I  tell  you,  there  were  43  democratic 
nugority,  while  in  the  election  before  that  there  were  2,200  or  2,300  republican  major- 
ity- ^ 

Question,  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  t  A  whole  of  that  result  was  obtained  by  fraud  f 

Answer,  Not  the  whole  of  it ;  there  were  a  great  many  additions  to  the  democratic 
party,  and  perhaps  some  negroes  voted  that  way  willingly,  in  order  to  protect  them- 


60  CONDITION  OP  AFFAIBS  IN  THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

• 

Belves.  Bat  tlie  great  proportion  of  them  dM  not  do  it  wiUingly,  if  tk»y  did  it  at  all ; 
and  a  portion  of  them  voted  therepnblioantioket,  astheysof^^Kwed,  whan  they  voted; 
but  when  the  votes  came  to  be  coonted,  they  were  demooratio. 

Question,  Were  all  the  poll-keepers  demooratB  f 

Answer.  Ye&  sir :  every  one. 

Question.  Were  they  appointed  by  the  sheriff  f 

Answer.  They  were  appointed  by  the  sheriff  and  Judge  of  probate ;  the  board  ol 
supervisors  consists  of  tne  probate  Judge,  the  clerk,  and  the  sheriff,  but  I  was  not  pres- 
ent when  the  poll-keepers  were  appointed. 

Question.  Who  is  the  probate  jnogef 

Answer.  A.  B.  Davis. 

Question.  What  is  his  i>olitics  ? 

Answer.  Republican,  or  he  was. 

Question.  Is  the  sheriff  a  democrat  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  appointed  no  republican  poll-keeper  in  the  county  ? 

Answer..  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question.  How  many  republican  poll-keepers  could  there  be  if  there  were  only  font 
wmt&  republicans  there  f 

Answer.  There  are  several  colored  republicans  in  that  county. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  T^hites  there  would  not  electioneer  witk  th«l 
negroes  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  say  that. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  that  had  no  influence  with  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Question.  The  whites  there  were  mostly  the  farmer  masters  of  these  negroes,  wera 
thev  not  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  mean  to  say  this:  that  the  negroes,  if  left  to  their  own  ttent 
choice,  and  if  they  felt  that  they  would  be  protected  in  doing  what  they  wish,  would, 
almost  to  a  man,  vote  the  republican  ticket. 

Question.  That  is  your  opinion  f         ' 

Answer.  That  is  my  opinion ;  yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  Are  you  sure  that  Judge  Davis  had  anything  to  do  with  the  appoijitment 
of  these  poll-keepers  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  certainly  had  the  rizht  to  do  so  f 

Answer.  He  did;  the  law  expressly  says  that  two  of  the  board  shall  be  present  to 
make  appointments;  I  was  not  there, and  I  know  he  did  appoint  them. 

\      By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question^  1  understand  that  you  are  from  Massachusetts. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  your  brother^  the  Judge,  was  tram  Michigan  f  * 

Answer.  He  was  from  Michigan  when  he  went  into  the  Army. 

Question.  He  was  originally  m>m  Massachusetts  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  you  happen  to  go  to  Alabama  in  1869  f  Did  your  brotlier  write  to 
you  to  go  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  he  would  give  yon  an  office  f 

Ansu^er.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  sure  that  was  not  in  the  letter  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  sure.  I  went  there  with  the  expectation  of  going  upon  a 
plantation. 

Question.  But  you  got  the  office  shortiy  after  you  got  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  was  appointed  by  the  State  superintendent  as  county  soperin- 
teudent  of  education  for  Greene  County  before  I  was  apxwinted  clerk. 

Question.  Your  brother  lived  in  another  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  within  four  or  five  months  after  you  went  there,  while  yon  w«r»  htM- 
ing  another  office  by  appointment,  your  brother  appointed  yon  clerk  of  the  court  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  after  I  was  there  five  months. 

Question.  Did  that  give  satisfaction  to  the  peq|de  of  the  county  f 

An9Uf€r.  It  gave  sausfiactiofi  to  the  bar.         •  ^ 

Question.  You  have  said  that  yon  believe  no  person  oould  saf^eiy  testiff  at  »  wit- 
ness in  this  riot  case ;  you  instance  that  as  a  particular  case ;  that  was  a  pretty  slto^ 
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case;  I  naddrstand  yon  to  mean  in  the  coimty  of  Greene— that  no  man  knowing  fhllj 
the  oiredmstances  connected  with  the  riot  conld  go  there  and  safely  testify  against 
these  parties.  Would  it  make  any  difference  whether  he  testified  in  the  coonty  or  in 
Mobile^  i^  after  he  testified,  he  went  ^aek  to  tiiat  eovnty  f 

Antwer.  No.  sir. 

(lussHon,  Tbeny  in  yonr  opinion,  no  witness  ooidd  testify  in]tbe  case  with  safety  if  his 
tesdmony  would  tend  to  convict  the  party  f 

Amwer,  I  say  so. 

QueaUon.  Judmng  from  the  facts  which  yon  have  detailed  here  of  yonr  personal 
knowled^  of  that  riot,  woold  you  not,  in  one  way  or  another,  he  a  very  l^orongh 
witness? 

Awwer.  I  would. 

QnmtUm,  Ton  were  summoned  as  a  witness  at  Mobile,  but  did  not  testify  there  t 

Anmoer.  I  testified  before  the  grand  Jury.. 

(litetUon.  The  people  of  Greene  County  knew  that  you  were  summoned  there  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quaiikm.  In  &ct,  you  knew  more  about  that  case  than  Mr.  Oockrell  himself  evenT 

Anawer.  Very  likely. 

QuettUm,  How  many  witnesses  were  sununoned  firom  Greene  County  to  go  to  Mobile? 
,  AMw«r,  Mi^r  Hays,  Mr.  Cockrell,  1^  son^  and  mys^;  four  of  us. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Qimtion,  Ebkve  you  been  threatened  becanpe  of  being  a  witness  there  ? 

AMwer,  Not  directly  since  then.  As  I  said  to  you  Saturday,  a  man  tiireatoned  me 
in  my  office,  and  said  that  he  would  be  damned  if  I  should  over  be  permitted  to  testify 
before  the  grand  jury.  I  will  sa^  tiiis,  and  if  Mr.  Cockrell  ever  i^pears  he  will  tell  you 
the  same.  To  show  the  feeling  m  this  case,  I  will  say  that  one  of  the  parties  in  golu^ 
with  him  to  Mobile-^they  knew  I  had  gone  from  Greene  County  and  probably  would 
not  return  there;  but  my  brother  still  holds  his  court  there— one  of  the  men,  a  leading 
member  of  the  bar,  said  that  if  I  testified  against  these  parties,  my  brother  would  not 
he  permitted  even  to  hold  court  in  Greene  County. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qumikm.  He  told  you  so  ? 

Anncer.  No,  sir;  he  told  Mr.  Cockrell  so. 

(iuesHon,  Who  was  he  T 

Amwer,  A  son  of  Chancellor  Clark. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

QuesHanf  Having  testified,  would  yon  now  fed  safe  in  Greeiie  Connty  T 
Answer.  I  would  not.    And  allow  me  to  say  still  ftirther  in  regard  to  Mr.  Hays ;  from 
his  acoCunt  to  me,  I  think  he  feels  that  he  is  not  safe  in  testi^ing,  and  he  has  been 
informed  as  much ;  that  if  he  went  there  and  testified,  not  only  would  his  i)roperty  be 
destroyed,  but  he  would  be  killed. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

(iuettion.  I  believe  he  testified  here  himself  that  he  felt  veryjsafe  at  pxeaent. 

Answer.  He  has  not  been  before  the  court  to  testify. 

Question.  Do  you  pretend  to  say  that  is  the  reason  why  Mr.  Hays  does  not  go  and 
testify  T 

Answer.  I  do ;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  alleged  here  himself  that  he  had  a  very  different  reason  for  not  going. 
Yon  assert  he  had  that  reason  and  not  another  reason. 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  what  reason  he  gave  beie.  I  know  that  M^^or  Hays  told  me 
that  he  was  not  only  told,  but  written  to,  that  in  case  he  did  go  ther«  and  testify,  it 
▼ould  jeopardize  his  fjEunily  and  himself 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

(tnesUon.  You  mean  to  express  it  as  your  opinion  that  that,  at  least,  is  one  of  his 
na^ooaf  . 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

iiustkfn*  As  you  observe,  wo  are  taking  testimony  now  in  regard  to  this  Euiaw  riot. 
Yon  have  been  asked  your  opinkm  about  a  great  many  things.  Now,  It  it  not  vour 
opinion  that  this  committee  conld  go  to  Eutaw  and  ascertain  the  exact  ftuits  of  the 
caae  much  better  than  we  can  do  sitting  here  f 

Amswsr*  No,  sir;  not  better— the  exact  facts.  You  miffht  obtain  a  knowlsdg*  of  the 
different  positions  which  they  occupied,  and  all  that,  much  better  than  I  have  explained 
it  to  you. 
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Question,  Are  there  not  otber  people  there  besides  yoursekf  who  are  able  to  throw 
light  upon  this  matter  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  perhaps  so. 

QuettUan.  Would  we  not  be  likely,  by  going  th^re,  to  get  hold  of  aM  the  moa  who  saw 
this  riot  in  all  of  its  different  aspects  ? 

Answer,  You  might  possibly  get  them ;  I  do  not  say  that  you  ooold  mot;  I  do  not 
know. 

Question,  We  certainly  could  get  them  there  as  well  as  here  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

Question,  And  probably  better,  beeanse  wo  oould  reach  more  witnesses  f 

Answer,  Perhaps.  As  I  understood  your  question,  it  was  whether  I  did  not  belle^« 
that  you  could  get  at  the  exact  facts  better  on  the  ground  than  here.  I  auewered  that 
I  did  not  think  yoa  ooold  any  better^  But  yet  I  did  not  mean  to  have  you  underataod 
that  I  did  not  think  it  would  be  a  good  idea  for  you  to  do  so,  or  that  yoa  would  not 
get  at  any  £Ebcts  by  goiag  there. 

By  Mr.  Yan  Tkui4P  : 

Question,  You  mean  that  if  we  would  stay  here  long  enough,  and  go  to  the  ^eixpense 
of  summoning  all  the  witnesses  that  know  anything  about  it,  we  might  possibly  io  as 
well  here  as  there ;  that  is  what'  you  mean,  is  itt 

Anstoer,  Tes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  Who  recommended  you  as  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  f 
Anstoer,  The  republicans  of  Greene  County. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  How  many  were  there  then  f 

Answer,  I  mean  the  white  republicans. 

Question,  I  supposed  you  mean  the  white  republicans ;  I  asked  you  how  many  theve 
weref 

Anstcer,  I  might  say  that  more  than  the  republicans  of  Greene  County  recommended 
me.  Judge  Miller  formerly  lived  there,  but  then  lived  in  Mobile ;  and  the  solicitor, 
Mr.  Boyd ;  Judge  Davis,  Squire  Cockrell.  I  think  Major  Hays  was  not  there  at  the 
time. 

*  By  Mr.  Pool: 

Q,uesiio7i,    Any  members  of  the  bar  ? 

Answer,  Squire  Cockrell  was  a  member  of  the  bar. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  How  many  white  members  of  the  barf  I  sav  "  white,"  becaose  there  vukf 
be  some  ne^oes.  How  many  white  members  of  the  bar,  besides  Mr.  Cockrell,  axe  thero 
in  Greene  County  ? 

Answer,,  I  think  there  are  twelve.  Several  have  come  in  recently.  I  do  not  know 
that  there  are  any  colored  members  of  the  bar. 

By  Mr.  Pool:      • 

Question.  Was  any  other  person  pressing  an  application  for  the  office  t 
Answer,  No,  sir;  not  at  tnat  time. 
Question,  No  colored  man  f 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Qiieslion.  You  have  spoken  of  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  JoUy.  Is  there  more  than 
one  i>er8on  of  that  name  there  f 

.    Answer,  Not  in  the  town  of  Eutaw,  I  think.     He  is  a  member  of  the  bar ;  Mr.  S,  J, 
Jolly. 

Question,  Is  he  a  prominent  democrat  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Had  he  been  addressing^e  democratic  meeting  on  the  day  of  the  riott 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  deputy  sheriff  who  was  in  your  room,  aud  who  said  that 
there  would  be  a  row,  or  something  to  that  effect.    Is  he  a  democrat  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qttestion,  Was  he  a  special  deputy,  assigned  for  that  day  f 

Answar,  No,  sir ;  he  was  dennty  ^beriff  of  the  county  and  also  marshal  of  tiis  tcrwn. 

Question,  Did  you  see  him  do  anything  to  stop  the  not  t 

Answer.  Cue  person  by  the  name  of  Perkins  was  talking  rather  loudly i  and  he  went 
to  him  and  told  him  he  must  be  quiet. 

Question,  At  what  time  was  that  ? 
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Amawer,  During  the  fimt  port  of  th«  flpeaking. 
*     Qu/esUom.  Did  you  know  of  any  of  the  persons  whom  the  sheriff  had  sworn  in  as  spe- 
cial deputies  f 

Anawer.  I  did  not  see  any  acting  in  the  capacity  of  depttties.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
ever  heard  that  he  swore  asy  in« 

Qfiie^ion.  Can  yon  tell  me  why  the  colored  people  of  that  oonnty;  being  largely  in  the 
nugority — I  understand  that  there  are  seven  or  eight  hundred  white  voters  there,  and 
over  two  thousand  colored  voters — why  did  they  not  I«taliat6f 

Aumcer,  At  that  time? 

QneBiion.  Tee ;  Mid  genefally,  when  imposed  upon  T 
•  Anmcer,  They  were  told  to  come  there  without  their  oms ;  and  «ns  fkr  as  I  have  been 
eoDcenied)  and  I  think  thatt  is  generallv  the  case  there,  the  reTmblicans  have  counseled 
peace  and  submission,  and  have  guaraed  agf^nst  anything  Hke  retaliation  or  disturb- 
ance on  the  jnurt  of  the  freedroen. 

Queaium,  How  with  the  republican  Jeaders  generally )  have  th^  advised  submission 
to  these  outr^ee  f 

Answtr,  They  have ;  and  let  me  here  remark  one  thing.  Boyd  was  killed  on  Thurs- 
day nisht:  on  Saturday  the  negroes  came  into  town  by  hundreds,  with  their  guns  on 
their  ^onlders;  exasperated*  and  ready  for  retaliation  at  any  cost.  They  came  to  my 
office,  and  asked  me  about  it.  I  said  to  them,  *^  no ;"  that  I  would  go  as  fox  as  any  man 
to  punish  the  assassins  of  Boyd,  and  that  I  would  go  as  far  as  any  man  to  punish  them 
if  they  touched  a  torch  or  nred  a  pistol.  The  remark  of  one  old  man  to  me  wiis, 
''Captain,  I  tell  you  these  people  have  never  surrendered  yet ;  and  the  only  way  to 
stop  this  is  to  bum  them  out."  And  he  wanted  to  go  and  bum  the  hotel  right  there 
in  daylight  on  that  Saturday.  I  told  him  that  It  would  not  do ;  that  they  must  not  do 
it ;  and  I  gpt  them  to  go  home,  and  they  went  off  without  making  any  disturbance. 
That  was  right  when  the  people  there  feared  that  they  were  somewhat  in  danger  from 
insurrection  or  rebellion.  At  night,  when  I  went  homo  and  went  past  the  post  office, 
I  took  out  an  anonymous  letter,  that  I  nftist  leave  within  a  certain  time.  On  the  fol- 
lowing Monday  I  showed  this  letter  to  some  of  the  members  of  the  bar,  and  they  called 
a  meeting  in  my  office  of  the  members  of  the  bar  in  Eutaw,  and  assured  me  that  this 
letter,  whoever  it  mieht  be  written  by — it  was  signed,  "  K.  K.  K." — ^^was  written  by 
some  man  who  wautea  my  office,  and  took  that  way  to  try  and  frighten  me.  They  as- 
sured me  at  that  time  that  they  liked  me  as  an  officer,  had  no  fault  to  And  with  me,  and 
that  they  hoped  that  I  would  still  use  my  influence  to  keep  things  quiet.  I  told  them 
plainly  that  I  would  do  so :  that  I  was  in  favor  of  law  and  order.'  I  had  petitioned  to 
the  governor  for  troops,  and  they  knew  it ;  that  was  one  reason  why  the  members  of 
the  bar  came  to  me.  They  wanted  to  get  me  to  go  to  Montgomery  and  have  that 
order  countermanded,  or  to  sign  a  petition  not  to  have  them  sent.  I  told  them  I  would 
not  do  it:  but  that  whenever  they  would  call  a  meeting  irrespective  of  party,  and 
nats  feeQlotipns  denouneing  all  suok  things,  and  stating  that  there  was  no  need  of 
aaving  troops,  then  I  would  do  so ;  but  until  they  did  that,  I  thought  it  was  better  for 
the  safety  of  the  colored  men  and  of  the  whites  to  have  troops  there. 

Oueffum.  Did  they  ever  hold  such  a  meeting! 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  It  was  generally  known  among  the  democrats  that  you  bad  advised  peace  f 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  had  done  all  you  could  to  prevent  retaliation  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qttmtion,  Do  you  not  believe  that  if  tlie  colored  people  in  a  county  like  that,  where 
they  are  so  largely  in  the  minority,  would  stand  squarely  up  and  fiiglit  for  their  rights, 
they  would  be  let  alone  and  left  in  peace  f 

Answer,  It  would  take  some  time. 

^esfkm.  Do  you  not  think  you  bave  taken  the  wrong  course  down  there  in  submit- 
ting t 

Answer,  I  think  now,  the  thing  has  gone  so  far  that  they  could  not  do  it )  that  it 
would  be  annihilation  to  thb  negroes  if  thoy  should  undertake  such  a  thing. 

Qitestikm,  Wliy  ?    They  are  in  the  majority. 

Answer.  They  are  in  the  majority  in  certain  counties. 

Q$in9Um*  What  would  happen  t 

Ansiver,  They  would,  if  necessary,  send  in  live  thousand  men  there  iVom  other  regions. 
That  thing  was  tried  last  sumiuer  down  there,  where  they  attacked  a  negro,  and  the 
negroes  defended  themselves  and  killed  a  white  man.  They  went  from  Eutaw  down 
there,  and  hunted  them  out. 

Question.  What  was  the  effect  t 

Answef.  They  killed  a  couple  of  negroes  and  disbanded;  they  called  troops  there 
immediately  to  keep  quiet. 

QuesUon.  Do  you  know  whether  that  is  the  view  taken  by  the  leaders  among  the 
negroes,  the  preachers,  who  are  generally  leaders,  are  they  not  T  * 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  generally  a  sort  of  leaders. 
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Queatian.  Do  they  counsel  reeistance,  or  peaee  and  sabmimioDy  so  fbr  as  yon  know? 

Answer,  I  know  that,  at  the  time  I  speak  of,  the  leading  oolored  men  in  the  connty 
urged  retaliation. 
.  QuevUon.  At  that  particular  time  ? 

Answer,  Tes,  sir :  but  since  that  time,  while  they  dared  not  retaUste,  in  many  insttoces 
they  say,  "While  tiie  Goyemmenti  either  State  or  national,  does  not  protect  as,  we  must 
protect  ourselves  in.  the  way  of  voting." 

Q^ueaHan,  That  is,  protect  •themselves  in  the  right  to  vote  f  « 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  What  I  want  to  get  at  is,  what  is  ^e  tone  and  general  course  of  the  leaders 
among  the  colored  men  as  regards  advising  retaliation  or  not  t 

Answer,  That  was  the  only  time  I  can  speak  of  in  my  own  county,  when  there  was 
any  open  disposition  expressed  for  retaliation. 

Question,  What  has  been  the  general  advice  of  their  leaders  t 

Answer,  It  has  been  to  keep  peace;  and  it  has  not  only  been  the  advice  of  their  leaders, 
but  it  has  been  handed  down  to  them  by  the  republican  leaders — ^white  men. 

Qyteistion.  Suppose  collisions  were  to  occur,  wno  would  have  the  advantage  so  ^ur  as 
arms  are  concerned — ^the  colored  men  or  the  white  men  f 

Answer,  In  that  county  of  Greene? 

Question,  Tes,  sir. 

Answer,  1  do  not  think  the  colored  men  have  a  great  many  arms. 

Question,  What  kind  have  they,  if  any? 

Answer,  Perhaps  some  single-barreled  guns ;  a  &w  double-barreled  shot-guns;  some 
of  them  nxay  have  some  pistols. 
^  Qiuesiion,  How  are  the  whites  armed  usually? 

Answer,  To  the  teeth— with  pistols  and  double-barreled  shot-guns. 

Question,  Revolvers? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QitesHon,  How  do  they  wear  their  revolver  ? 

Answer,  If  it  is  a  large  pistol,  you  most  always  see  them  with  a  belt  buctied  around 
them. 

ByBIr.  Pool: 

Question,  Do  they  carry  them  outside  ? 
Ansiter,  Under  tneir  coats. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

QuestUm,  Has  there  been  any  special  influx  of  anus  since  you  have  been  there  ? 
Answer,  Not  that  I  have  noticed. 

Question,  Are  the  white  men  generally  armed,  more  or  less? 

Answer,  Yes,,  sir ;  hardly  a  countryman  comes  into  town  but  has  his  pistol  Imclded 
around  him. 
Question,  Does  ho  usually  go  into  town  that  way,  or  only  on  court-days? 
Answer,  He  usually  goes  in  in  that  way. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Comes  in  exhibiting  his  pistol  ? 

Answer,  He  has  it  buckled  around  him. 

Question,  So  that  it  can  be  seen  ? 

Answer,  You  cannot  .see  the  pistol ;  you  can  see  the  belt ;  I  know  the  decision  of  the 
judges  is  that  the  fact  of  showing  the  belt  does  not  shelter  from  the  law  against 
concealed  weapons;  the  pistol  is  not  seen  under  tiie  coat. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Qiee^^um.  The  judges  hold  that  to  bo  still  a  concealed  weapon  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

iiueMim,  You  generally  infer,  when  you  see  the  belt,  that  there  is  a  pistol? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  the  court  held  that  the  fact  of  showing  a  belt  is  ncrt  asafficient 
notice  of  carrying  a  pistol. 

Question,  It  was  plead  in  court  that  showing  the  belt  was  a  sufficient  notice,  Mid  the 
judges  overruled  it? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  6,  ia7L 
Mm.  B.  W.  NOI^IS  swum  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  In  what  part  of  the  State  of  Alabama  do  you  reside  ? 
Answer.  I  live  in  Elmore  County,  fourteen  miles  from  Montgomor>-,  the  capital  of  the 
^tate. 
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QttnUM,  How  long  have  yon  lired  there  t 

jMgwet,  I  have  lived  in  Blmoze  County  since  August,  1865 ;  I  have  lived  iS  die  State 
ci  Alabama  since  June,  1865. 

Qitestion,  Have  you  been  a  member  of  Congress  from  that  district  t 

Antwer*  I  was  a  member  of  the  Fortieth  Congress  from  the  third  cong^s&ssional  district 
of  Alabama,  the  dis^ot  in  which  I  now  reside. 

Question,  Have  you  traveled  much  over  the  district  f 

Anmcer,  .1  have  canvassed  every  one  of  the  ten  counties  in  it. 

Quation,  What  are  the  names  of  the  ten  counties  in  your  district  f 

Auwer,  Elmore,  Coosa,  Talladega,  Clay,  Tallapoosa,  Chambeis,  Lee,  Bussell>  Rao 
dolph,  and  Macon. 

QMmikm»  What  opiMrtunities  have  yon  had  of  observing  the  state  of  affairs  in  that 
cH^ct  within  the  last  two  or  three  years  t  Give  us  as  briefly  as  you  can  the  facta 
that  have  come  under  yonr  observation. 

Jsmnet,  I  visited  several  of  the  counties  in  that  district  prior  to  the  opening  of  the 
campaign  in  August,  1870,  and  after  the  nomination  of  the  republican  state  ticket  I 
oanvas^d  all  the  counties  in  the  district.  I  was  myself  nommated  for  Congress  ia 
that  district.  I  visited  Macon,  Talladega,  and  Lee  Counties  certainly  not  long  before 
the  nominations  were  made,  aadressing  the  republicans  of  two  of  those  counties.  TaUa? 
dega  and  Macon.  After  the  nominations  in  August,  I  spoke  quite  extensivelv  thzougfa 
the  district,  some  five  or  six  times  in  several  counties,  and  I  think  not  less  than  twfoe 
in  any  one  county.  I  thus  had  a  very  good  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  feelings 
and  wishee  of  the  republicans,  and  to  some  extent  the  feelings  of  the  democrats  toward 
the  republicans,  in  regard  to  the  issues  involved  in  the  campaign. 

^esftoft.  So  far  as  yonr  observation  enables  yon  to  speak,  to  what  extent  can  perT 
Bons  express  their  political  opinions  in  that  district  without  molestation ;  and  if  they 
are  molested,  how  are  they  disturbed  f 

Answer,  I  addressed  gatherings  of  the  people  in  moat  of  the  counties  in  the  district 
without  much  interruption.  We  found  i  t  difficult  to  get  notices  of  our  meetings  through- 
out the  dietriot.  Posters  advertising  republican  speakers  were  sent  extensively  through 
the  district,  but  in  my  canvass  of  several  hundred  miles  I  do  not  think  I  saw  six  re- 
pnbUcan  posters,  while  posters  announcing  democratic  meetings  were  to  be  seen  at 
every  cross-road,  and  on  almost  every  grocery  everywhere  through  the  district,  posters 
put  up  several  weeks  before  the  meetings.  Our  posters  were  torn  down  and  destroyed, 
or  so  mutilated  that  it  was  very  diiiicult  to  make  known  to  the  people  the  fact  that  a 
republican  meeting  was  to  be  held  in  any  particular  locality.  In  many  instances  we 
bad  to  send  men  tnrough  the  various  precincts — colored  men — to  inform  the  colore<l 

nle  that  meetings  were  to  be  held.    In  several  counties  of  that  district,   but 
Jde  presence  of  those  authorized  to  keep  the  peace,  as  for  instance  the  sheriff  and 
his  deputies,  at  some  of  those  meeting^s  I  would  not  have  been  allowed  to  si>eak ;  I 
could  not  have  spoken  beeause  of  the  interruptions  and  the  purpose  of  persons,  as  I 
know,  who  came  there  to  break  up  our  meetings.    At  Salem,  in  Lee  County,  where  I 
spoke  two  or  three  weeks  before  the  election  in  November,  I  wiis  told  by  the  colored 
people  assembled  there  that  1  had  better  not  speak  there,  that  white  men  contemplated 
violence  in  case  I  should  do  so :  or,  to  use  their  own  language,  perhaps,  there  would  be 
a  row.  ■   I  replied  that  I  went  tnero  for  the  purpose  of  speaking  and  did  not  propose  to 
be  prevontod  by  any  threats  of  that  kind.    I  did  speak ;  but  I  was  interrupted  fre- 
quently during  my  short  speech.    There  were  exhibitions  of  violence ;  men  would 
come  on  the  platform  with  their  hands  on  their  revolvers,  evidently  with  the  purpose 
of  getting  up  a  difficulty,  involving  me  in  some  difficulty,  for  the  purpose  of  breaking 
op  the  meetmg.    Several  white  men  were  sitting  just  before  me  exhibiting  their  revol- 
vers.   Awl  I  was  followed  after  the  meeting  for  some  time  by  one  or  more  white  men,, 
who  evidently  meant  to  get  me  into  a  difficulty  with  them.    They  followinl  me  to  the 
can,  for  I  took  the  cars  on  the  arrival  of  the  train  from  Columbus  to  Opelika.    As  £ 
ent^^  the  cars  several  of  these  men  drew  their  re  vol  vera.    I  immediately  took  my 
seat  among  the  passengers  who  had  come  on  from  Columbus,  and  they  could  not  fiix) 
upon  mo  w^ithout  endangering  the  lives  of  the  other  passengers.    I  suppose  that  for 
that  reason  they  failed  to  discharge  their  revolvers  at  all.    I  had  spoken  in  a  very 
conciliatory  manner ;  1  bad  said  nothing  offensive  to  democrats  or  to  the  democratic 
party.     I  gave,  as  well  as  I  could,  an  exposition  of  the  republican  theor\^,  and  was  not 
aware  thAt  I  gave  the  slightest  occasion  for  offense.    The  white  men  there  who  were 
republicans  were  afraid  to  identify  themselves  at  all  with  the  party  there,  or  to  ijivp 
me  even  a  friendly  leoeption.    I  have  that  from  their  own  lips.    One  man,  who  is  a 
postmaster,  told  me  that  he  was  tolerated  there  only  because  he  was  an  old  resident 
and  kept  quiet — "  minded  hia  own  business,"  to  use  his  own  language — and  was  a  good 
postmaat^r;  that  he  did  not  dare  to  uttec  his  political  sentiments;  and  that  it  would 
not  be  sale  for  him  to  do  so. 
Questum,  In  what  county  was  that  T 

Answer.  In  Leo  county,  at  Salem.    I  spoke  during  the  canvass  at  Tuskegee,  in  Macon 
County,  with  Judge  Bice,  formerly  chief  justice  of  the  State,  an  old  resident  of  the 
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State,  aud  a  Dative  of  the  South.  I  spoke  al^that  time  withont  interrnption ;  bnt  Jnclge 
Rice  was  interrupted  throughout  the  first  part  of  his  speech,  till  he  paused  and  re- 
buked those  who  interrnpted  him.  He  was  interrupted  by  white  men  sitting  on  either 
side  of  him,  on  his  rieht  and  on  his  left,  with  taunts,  jeers,  grimaces,  and  sSl  sorta  of 
questions,  propounded  evidently  to  bring  contempt  upon  the  meetins,  and  to  insult  the 
judge.  His  testimony  will  appear  wheu  the  testimony  is  published,  iu  regard  to  that 
meeting,  which  is  alreadv  taken,  in  the  contest  that  I  have  made  with  my  competitor. 
After  the  a4jonmment  of  the  mating  I  was  very  grossly  insulted  by  men  who  I  have 
no  doubt  intended  to  draw  me  into  a  difficulty,  with  the  purpose  of  inflicting  violence 
upon  me.  They  were  there,  as  they  said,  to  keep  the  peace.  I  went  down  fh)m  the 
platform,  having  spoken  a  few  words,  just  before  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting, 
after  Judge  Rice liad  left  town.  They  made  their  nominations  for  the  county  ticket,  and 
I  congratulated  them  on  the  harmony  with  which  they  had  concluded  the  proceeding? 
of  the  day.  After  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting  some  ten  or  twelve  white  men  came 
up  to  me,  with  their  revolvers  bristling,  I  saw  them,  and  said  to  me,  using  profane 
language,  *' You  have  stated  that  we  are  here  to  break  np  this  meeting;  now  yon 
must  t&e  that  back.''  I  replied,  *^  I  have  said  no  such  thin^;  I  said  that  the  demo- 
crats were  anxious  to  devide  the  republican  party  at  the  time  of  the  election,  and  I 
ui^ged  the  republicans  here  not  to  let  them  do  it.  I  made  no  allusion  to  your  presence, 
and  I  shall  not  take  it  back. ''  On  my  resolutely  contradicting  what  they  said,  they 
finally  withdrew :  I  gave  them  no  occasiou  for  that  demonstration  at  all.  It  was  seen 
and  known  by  colored  men  and  the  white  republicans  present  that  they  evidently 
wanted  a  difficulty,  that  they  had  been  anxious  for  it  all  day.  But  by  great  caution,  by 
remarks,  both  on  my  part  and  on  the  part  of  Judge  Rice,  to  which  they  could  not  take 
exception,  we  avoided  it.  That  night  a  religions  meeting  was  held  at  the  Colored 
Methodist  Church,  on  one  side  of  inp  town — a  business  meeting — which  was  Jield  quite 
late.  I  was  sleeping  not  far  from  the  court-house ;  I  heard  a  lai|re  number  of  men  gal- 
lop by,  and  in  a  little  while  a  large  number  of  shots  were  heard  to  bo  fired ;  I  did  not 
hear  them,  for  I  had  fallen  asleep ;  but  the  gentleman  with  whom  I  was  stopping  c^une 
to  me  and  asked  if  I  had  heard  the  pistol-shots ;  I  said  I  had  not ;  he  said,  "  I  heard 
thirty  or  forty  of  them  in  the  direction  of  the  Zion  Church. "  In  the  morning  I  learned 
iihat  the  church  had  been  fired  into,  one  of  the  officers  of  the  church  killed,  and  an- 
other mortally  wounded,  so  that  he  died  a  day  or  two  after.  It  waa  thought  that  they 
supposed  a  political  meeting  was  being  held  in  the  church.  No  political  meeting  ha<l 
been  hold  in  that  county  between  June  and  August,  for  the  reason  that  some  promi- 
jient  republicans  had  been  shot  in  June  for  holding  a  meeting  in  that  same  place ; 
.they  had  not  dared  to  have  a  night  meeting  during  the  summer.  When  the  county 
-meeti  jg  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  delegates  to  the  congressional  and  State 
conventions,  it  was  held  at  a  place  one  side  ot  the  county,  from  the  fact  that  the  repub- 
licans did  not  dare  to  hold  a  meeting  at  the  court-house.  At  this  time  the  repub 
licon  party  was  making  an  effort  to  reorganize,  and  a  meeting  was  held  at  Tuskef|[ee, 
when  Judjge  Rice  and  myself  spoke.  It  is  thou^^ht  they  supposed  a  political  meeting 
wa«  held  iu  that  chui*ch  on  that  night,  and  the  inference  is  that  these  meu  went  there 
to  attack  it  and  break  it  up.  The  church  was  fired  into  by  whit«  men,  because  they 
were  seen,  as  I  have  shown  in  the  testimony  taken  in  my  contest.  Jndge  Rice  spoke 
after  that  at  Opelika,  where  he  was  so  much  interrupted  by  white  men  that  he  coidd 
snake  no  connected  speech ;  I  heard  him  make  that  statement  under  oath,  that  he 
was  so  interrupted  that  he  could  not  speak  there.  I  spoke  at  Socapatoy,  in  Cooaa 
County,  which  is  reputed  to  be  a  very  rough  place.  When  Judge  Heflin  spoke  there, 
the  .yeatr  before,  in  August,  18C9,  he  was  drawn  into  a  difficulty,  and  a  republican  was 
killed,  cut  to  pieces  by  white  men,  in  adifflcnlty  brought  about  by  white  men,  who  were 
there  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  on  a  difficulty.  When  I  spoke  there  last  year,  the  sheriff 
of  the  county  was  present  with  one  of  his  deputies.  There  was  quite  a  large  number  of 
men,  fifteen  or  twenty,  from  the  adjoining  county  of  Tallapoosa,  from  Yonugsville,  who 
told  the  sheriff  they  were  there  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  me  from  speaking ;  in  the 
course  of  the  meeting  they  desired  him  to  leave  the  ground,  so  that  they  might  break 
up  the  meeting,  and  do  violence  to  my  person ;  that  the  sheriff  has  stated  under  oath. 
But  he  maintained  order,  although  I  was  frequently  interrupted  while  speaking,  a&  I 
think  other  speakers  were.  There  were  two  others  who  spoke,  one  colored  man  and 
one  white  man-  I  was  frequently  interrupted  during  the  meeting :  but  on  account  of 
the  preeence  of  the  sheriff  no  disturbance  took  place.  He  stated  that  he  was  there  to 
keep  the  peace  and  he  should  do  so  at  all  hazards.  I  do  not  think  I  was  interrupted 
anywhere  else  throughout  the  district ;  I  do  not  now  recollect  to  have  been.  Grener- 
ally  democrats  were  present  at  most  of  the  meetings,  and  gave  respectful  atteution. 

Q^uMtian.  Did  these  interruptions  consist  of  threats  of  personal  violence,  or  were 
they  simply  the  ordinary  hootings  of  impolite  people? 

AnstD€i\  They  were  not  threats,  as  a  general  thing.  They  were  contradictions,  snch 
as,  "  You  lie ! "  "  You  don't  tell  the  truth ! "  "  That  is  a  damned  lie ! "  and  aU  that  sort 
of  thing.  But  these  men,  in  some  cases,  had  their  fire  arms  about  them,  and  their 
demonstrations  were  such  as  to  show,  I  think,  that  they  were  ready  for  trouble,  if  1 
cculd  be  drawn  into  it. 
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Queftum.  What  knowledge  have  yoa  of  iivfnries  inflicted  in  the  night  in  your  district 
by  aimed  persons  in  disgnise  f 

Answer.  I  know  in  regard  to  them  only  by  general  report,  and  by  the  testimony  I 
nave  taken  in  my  contest ;  I  examined  a  large  nnmber  of  witnesses. 

Question,  You  say  yoa  have  taken  testimony  upon  the  subject  t 

Answer,  I  have  in  nearly  all  the  counties  of  the  district|  and  have  examined  a  large 
number  of  witnesses. 

Quesiion.  Without  going  into  a  detailed  statement  of  the  difierent  oases  in  which 
8Qch  iDJuries  have  b^n  inflicted,  can  you  state  what  number  have  been  testified  to  as 
having  occurred  in  yrnr  district  f 

Answer,  In  Macon  County  two  men  were  shot,  as  I  have  already  said ;  in  the  same 
county,  in  June,  a  man  and  his  wife  were  shot  as  they  were  retiring  at  night — a  colored 
man,  and  the  leader  of  tl^e  republioan  party  in  that  county,  it  being  a  neayy  colored 
county.  He  was  a  member  or  the  legislature,  and  the  president  of  the  republican  dub 
'uBt  organized.  ' 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Quesiion.  Club  or  league  f 

Answer.  Club ;  I  do  not  know  that  there  are  any  Loyal  Leagues  in  the  State  at  the 
present  time.  It  was  a  club  to  which  both  white  and  colored  men  belonged.  In  Chambers 
Cuunty,  just  before  the  election,  there  was  a  brutal  murder  of  an  aged  colored  minis- 
ter, who  had  as  good  a  reputation  as  any  man  in  the  county,  and  was  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him.  Ho  was  murdered  in  the  night  by  disguised  men.  I  think  another 
colored  man  was  murdered  in  another  part  of  the  county ;  I  think  that  appears  in  the 
testimony  I  have  taken,  but  I  will  not  be  positive  about  that.  lu  Tallapoosa  County 
there  were  a  great  many  whippings,  and  one  man  was  shot  and  another  was  killed  just 
before  the  election,  or  just  after — I  am  not  positive  as  to  the  exact  time.  But  about 
the  time  of  the  election  there  was  a  brutal  murder  of  a  young  colored  man  in  one  ot 
the  precincts  of  that  county.  There  is  a  Kn-Klux  or^uization  on  the  line  of  Talla- 
poosa and  Coosa  Counties;  and  the  Ku-RInx  were  riding  through  different  precincts 
in  those  two  counties  before  the  election,  making  threats  that  if  the  colored  men  voted 
the  republican  ticket  they  should  be  punished  or  driven  out  of  the  county,  and  refused 
employment ;  and  immediately  after  the  election  quite  a  number  of  colored  men  were 
whipped  by  persons  in  disguise,  because  they  voted  the  republican  ticket,  and  were 
nm  out  of  the  county,  and  are  now  living  in  Montgomery  and  Elmore  Counties.  There 
is  a  complete  reign  oi  terror  in  Tallapoosa  County,  so  that  in  most  of  the  precincts  in 
that  county  not  a  republican,  white  or  black,  voted.  In  the  western  part  of  the 
county,  where  this  organization  exists,  there  was  a  reign  of  terror  prior  and  subsequent 
to  the  election.  The  condition  of  the  colored  men  in  that  county  now  is  really 
deplorable,  by  reason  of  their  fears,  their  feeling  of  insecurity,  their  want  of  protec- 
tion, and  their  constant  liability  to  outrage  at  the  hands  of  this  organization.  I  will 
state  that  I  examined  outside  of  the  distnct,  in  the  city  of  Montgomery,  some  sixteen 
witnesses,  many  of  whom  had  been  run  away  from  the  district,  and  wno  did  not  dare 
to  testify  in  the  counties  from  wjuch  they  had  been  driven.  Four  of  the  most  promi- 
nent Vmte  republicans  of  Chambers  County  were  driven  away  immediately  after  the 
election ;  two  clergymen,  one  revenue  assessor,  who  I  understand  will  be  before  you, 
and  one  deputy  revenue  collector,  who  now  lives  in  Opelika,  Lee  County.  The 
Kn-Klux  came  npon  the  collector,  and  he  came  very  near  losing  his  life;  it  was  by  a 
mere  accident  that  he  did  not.  )Ie  happened  to  be  a  few  rods  away  from  his  house 
when  they  came,  and  in  that  way  escaped.  One  o£  the  cler^men  was  a  school- 
teacher, and  they  both  left  immediately  after  and  went  to  Flonaa,  Several  colored 
men  were  run  off  from  that  county,  and  testified  in  another  county,  and  have  not 
dared  to  go  back  there  since  the  election.  From  the  county  of  Macon  nearly  all  the 
prominent  republicans,  both  white  and  black,  have  been  driven  away. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

iluestioti.  By  what  means  f  • 

Answer.  By  threate.  A  leader  of  the  party  was  shot  in  June,  as  I  have  already  said. 
The  republican  party  was  really  broken  up  before  the  election,  and  It  was  witn  great 
diffleulty  that  it  could  be  reorganized.  All  the  prominent  republican  men  in  that 
cotmty  were  driven  away  by  threats  and  by  violence,  and  those  who  remain  have  been 
thoroughly  silenced.  They  would  not  dare  to-day  to  go  on  the  streets  in  Tnskegee 
and  ]^roc1aim  their  sentiments;  they  could  not  be  induced  to  do  so;  and  they  could 
not  De  induced  to  testi^  to  what  they  knew  before  the  officer  who  took  the  testimony 
in  roy  case.  I  knew  they  were  intimidated ;  various  witnesses  admitted  that  they 
wer^  Democrats  were  heard  to  say  that  when  certain  men  in  that  county  could 
M  disposed  of  they  could  control  the  negroes. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

QsustUnu  What  democratsf 
Juawer.  I  cannot  give  their  names. 
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By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question,  Do  yon  know  their  names  T  ^ 

Answer,  I  do  not 

By  Mr.  Buoft: 

QnesUon.  How  do  you  know  they  said  bo  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  responsible  men  say  that  they  heard  them  say  so. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Queaiion.  Who  did  yon  hear  say  so  ? 

Answer.  One  was  Colonel  G.  A.  Harmonnt,  of  the  legislature ;  I  do  not  think  of  any 
other  now.  He  said  he  heard  some  Tuskegee  men  say  that  when  William  Doagbeity 
and  William  Alley  were  disposed  of  they  could  control  the,  negroes ;  and  that  Hwy 
added,  ^'They  must  he  driven  away/'  or  '^They  must  be  driven  off;"  something  Uke 
that. 

Question,  Were  those  men  natives  there  T 

Answer,  I  cannot  say. 

Question,  Do  you  know  where  they  came  from  originally ;  or  were  they  nativei  of 
Alabama? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

By  the  Chairbcan  : 

Question.  Have  you  stated  all  the  cases  of  whippings  and  other  injuries  that  came  to 
yonr  knowledge  through  the  testimony  yon  have  taken  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  how  many  there  were.  I  know  that  they  oocvrred,  in 
Tallapoosa,  in  Coosa,  and  in  Macon ;  and  there  have  been  some  in  some  of  the  ethei 
counties  since  then ;  some  in  my  own  county  of  Elmore. 

Question.  Taking  the  district  through,  can  there  be  in  that  district  a  fvee  and  volvn- 
tary  expression  ot  political  opinion  without  encountering  danger  to  life  or  person  ? 

Answer,  I  think  there  would  be  danger  at  the  present  time. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  prosecutions  there  against  any  persons  for  the  offenses 
of  which  you  have  spoken  f 

Answer.  There  have  been  in  Talladega  County,  I  think ;  I  have  not  spoken  of  the 
outrages  committed  there.  There  were  some  outrages  committed  there,  and  1  was 
informed  by  Judge  Pelham  and  some  others  that  some  prosecutions  were  had  there  at 
the  last  term  of  the  court;  but  no  convictions. 

Question.  There  was  a  trial  there  f 

Answer,  There  was  a  trial,  but  the  jury  acquitted  in  every  case.  There  is  a  Ku-Klux 
organization  on  the  line  of  Talladega  and  Calhoun  Counties,  and  I  believe  there  were 
some  outrages  committed  there. 

Question.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  the  extent  of  that  organization  in  UtBt 
part  of  Alabama  t 

Answer.  I  have  not,  further  than  what  appears  in  the  testimony  I  have  taken.  There 
is  an  organization  in  Macon,  in  Coosa,  in  Tallapoosa,  and  on  the  line  of  Tallade^  and 
Calhoun  Counties.  There  is  also  an  organization  in  Chambers  County,  because  there 
was  a  murder  committed  there  by  disguised  men ;  I  do  not  know  bow  extensive  the 
organization  is  in  that  county.  I  know  this  old  colored  man,  named  Trammel,  was 
kiScd  by  some  eight  or  ten  disguised  men,  showing  that  an  or^nization  exists  in  that 
county.  I  do  not  know  that  the  organization  has  existed  in  Busscll  County,  but  there 
is  a  great  reign  of  terror  in  that  county  among  the  colored  men,  and  the  only  promi- 
nent white  republican  in  that  bounty  has  been  driven  away  since  the  election.  Fro«i 
some  four  or  hve  counties  in  the  district  prominent  republicans  have  been  run  off  siaoe 
the  election. 

Question.  Is  there  any  obstacle  to  holdine  democratic  meetings  thoro,  and  the  exptos- 
sion  of  political  sentiments  by  members  of  that  party? 

Answer.  I  never  knew  a  democratic  meeting  to  be  interrupted  in  any  way ;  I  never 
heard  of  such  an  instance  in  all  4he  State  of  Alabama ;  by  republicans,  I  mean. 

Question*  Can  other  than  political  questions  be  freely  and  publicly  discussed  through- 
out the  State  without  danger  ? 

Ansioer.  There  is  no  doubt  that  roligious  questions,  and  all  others  outside  of  politics, 
can  be  discussed.    I  have  never  heard  of  any  difficulty. 

Questio^n.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  hear  any  excuse  or  justification  offered  for  tliose 
whippings,  A,c.t    If  so,  what  excuses  have  been  given  t 

Answer.  Whero  the  facts  aro  known,  the  general  exouse  given  is  that  the  patties 
upon  whom  the  violence  has  been  committed  aro  disreptitabTe  persons ;  perhaps  they 
are  northern  men,  who,  it  is  said,  have  used  incendiary  language  to  the  negroes ;  haT^ 
excited  the  colored  people  against  the  white  people ;  or  they  may  be  native  ropubli- 
cans  who  have  done  the  same  thing ;  or  they  may  be  disr<3putable  persons. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 
Q,ue8tion,  Who  aro  the  persons  who  make  these  exouoee  t 
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Auwer.  It  yon  will  read  the  democratic  papers  of  the  State  yon  will  find  in  them  a 
foil  answer  to  that  qnestion.  The  democratic  papers  and  the  aemocrats  of  the  South 
make  those  excnses ;  in  many  cases  they  palliate  and  exense  the  outrages^  and  say  they 
are  justifiable.  Aifter  I  had  spoken  in  Lee  County,  although  it  has  never  been  charged 
that  I  used  incendiary  language  in  any  case  in  the  three  or  four  campaigns  I  have  been 
engaged  in,  the  Opelika  paper  justified  the  treatment  I  received  at  Selma ;  and  the 
Montgomery  Mail,  a  promment  democratic  paper,  quoted  approvingly  the  article  from 
the  Opelika  paper. 

Question,  I  do  not  understand  you  to  say  there  was  any  violence  there.  I  was  asking 
yoa  who  made  excuses  for  killing  men.    xou  say  you  went  to  Alabama  in  1865  f 

AMSwer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon,  From  where  did  you  go  f 

Answer.  I  i;«{ent  from  this  city,  in  the  service  of  the  Army.  Maine  is  my  native 
State,- 

QuesHon,  To  what  part  of  Alabama  did  you  go  f 

Answer.  I  went  first  to  Mobile,  and  then  to  Montgomery. 

Question.  You  were  a  member  of  the  Fortieth  Congress  from  Alabama  f 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  When  were  you  elected  f 

Answer.  I  was  elected  when  the  constitution  was  voted  on,  after  the  term  of  the 
Fortieth  Congress  had  commenced. 

Question.  You  served  for  only  a  portion  of  the  term  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  stated  here  that  there  were  disturbances  at  political  meetings  in 
your  district.    Was  that  a  new  thing  in  your  experience  f 

Answer.  It  was  entirely  new  to  me. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  in  Ohio  or  any  other  of  the  Western  States  f 

Answer.  I  have  never  been  there  during  a  political  campaign.  I  never  knew  such 
things  in  Maine :  republicans  and  democrats  are  tolerated  there. 

Question.  In  wnat  onsiness  did  you  engage  when  you  first  settled  in  Alabama  t 

Answer.  1  purchased  a  large  plantation,  which  I  now  own,  and  have  worked  sinco 
that  time.  I  will  add  that  when  I  first  went  there  I  bad  no  purpose  to  take  any  part 
in  peptics.  I  advocated  the  ratification  of  the  fourteenth  amendment,  under  which 
Hke  State  at  that  time  would  have  fallen  under  the  control  of  the  old  regime.  I  advo- 
cated it  in  the  interest  of  x)eace,  and  not  because  it  was  all  I  wanted. 

QnesUon.  You  thought  that  was  the  best  way  to  restore  peace  t 

Answer.  At  that  time  I  thought  it  was  the  best  way. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Quation.  You  are  now  contesting  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Repi*esentatives  of  the  Forty- 
leoond  Congress  t 

Answer,  xam. 

Question.  Against  whom  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Handley  ia  the  sitting  member,  who  is  returned  as  having  been  elected 
by  some  3,100  m^jorit^.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  a  fair  election  there  the  republicans 
would  have  fri>m  1,500  to  2,000  minority  in  that  district.  There  were  several  precincts 
where  not  a  single  republican  vote  was  thrown,  yet  the  colored  vote  there  is  equal  to 
Uie  white  vote,  and  almost  all  republican,  while  there  are  many  white  republicans 
there. 

Question.  Were  there  not  large  numbers  of  colored  men  who  came  over  from  Georgia 
«id  voted  the  republican  ticket  in  Lee  County  f 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Qjuestiou.  In  several  of  the  counties  f 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

^luesUon.  Is  there  not  evidence  to  that  effect  in  this  contest  f 

Asuwer.  Ko  evidence  from  reliable  men  at  alL  I  know  what  the  evidence  is,  and  I 
know  the  men  who  gave  it. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

QnefOen.  Is  there  such  testimony  t 

Ansiger.  I  admit  there  is  suoh  testimony ;  men  have  stated  that  a  certain  number  of 
colored  men  came  over  and  voted:  but  we  have  shown  that  that  is  not  so.  that  there 
IB  not  a  shadow  of  truth  in  it.  BepubUoans  are  not  in  the  habit  of  voting  in  that 
wtkj;  we  do  not  aetofn  that  principle. 

QnesMon.  You  speak  of  your  district,  of  course ;  yon  have  not  heard  of  the  bordei 
)aidBin(»iiot 

Answer.  I  have  not  been  in  Ohio  much  during  elections. 

QnmHon.  You  think  the  republicans  are  perfect  t 

Antmer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  agreat  many  are  not. 
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WABHiNOTONy  D.  C,  Jums  B,  1871* 
C.  8.  CHERRT  sworn  ;uid  examined. 

Dy  the  Chairman: 

Question*  Have  yon  lived  in  Alabama  reoentlj;  and  if  so,  in  what  part  of  the 
State? 

Anstcer.  1  lived  in  Chambers  Connty,  Alabama,  np  to  the  12th  or  13th  day  of  Novem- 
ber last. 

Question,  How  long  had  yon  lived  there  before  that  t 

Answer.  I  lived  there  all  my  life. 

Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  Alabama? 

Anstoer.  No,  sir ;  I  am  a  native  of  South  Caroling  bnt  my  father  moved  to  Alabama 
in  1839,  when  I  was  a  small  boy,  three  or  four  years  old. 

Question,  What  caused  you  to  leave  the  State  of  Alabama  t 

Answer,  I  left  there  three  or  four  days  after  the  election,  for  the  reason  that*  I  war 
satisfied,  if  the  democrats  had  carried  the  State,  that  if  I  attempted  to  live  there,  1 
would  not  live  three  days  longer. 

Question,  What  led  you  to  that  conclusion  T 

Answer,  It  would,  perhaps,  be  a  long  story. 

Question,  Give  us  tne  facts  as  they  occurred,  whatever  they  are. 

Answer,  I  knew  that  if  the  democrats  had  carried  the  State  and  that  congressional 
district,  no  republican  who  had  taken  an  active  part  there  for  several  years  ^ast,  par- 
ticularly a  white  republican,  could  live  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  in  whieh 
I  live. 

Question.  What  facts  came  to  your  knowledge,  or  within  your  observation,  that  Justi- 
fied you  in  forming  that  conclusion  f 

Answer.  I  would  have  formed  that  conclusion  anyhow ;  but  I  received  intimationf 
through  a  relative  of  mine,  who  is  a  democrat  there,  and  a  man  of  somepromiuence 
perhaps  the  second  day  after  the  election — ^the  election,  I  believe,  was  on  Tuesday,  and 
this  was  on  Thursday  evening,  1  think — that  if  the  figures  bore  out  the  opinion  the;y 
then  had,  that  the  democratA  had  carried  the  State,  it  would  not  be  safe  for  mo  to  be 
seen  in  town  another  day.  That  was  in  the  town  of  West  Point,  right  there  on  the  line 
between  Georgia  and  Alabama.  My  office  was  in  a  little  town  called  Bluiftowu,  ad- 
joining the  town  of  West  Point,  and  the  State  line  is  between  the  two. 

Question.  Had  there  been,  in  that  neighborhood  in  Alabama,  any  acts  of  violence 
toward  republicans  t 

Anstoer.  Not  in  that  immediate  neighborhood  for  some  months.  Some  ten  miles  above 
there  a  colored  man  bad  been  killed,  a  preacher,  and  a  man  somewhat  prominent  in 
the  county  as  a  republican.    He  had  been  killed  some  ten  or  twelve  days  befi>ro. 

Question.  Were  any  threats  made  against  yon,  or  any  attempts  made  against  you, 
justifying  you  in  the  belief  you  have  expressed,  and  in  leaving  there  tor  that  reason  \ 
Answer,  There  was  no  attempt  made  upon  my  life  just  at  that  time.    But  we  num- 
bered about  three  white  republicans,  though  our  beat  was  largely  republican. 

Question,  Your  beat  t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir;  our  precinct.  It  was  known  to  the  republicans,  and  democrats  as 
well,  that  what  few  white  republicans  were  about  there  would  be  in  danger  of  t^eii 
lives. 

Question.  What  produced  that  impression  upon  your  mind  f  Did  anybody  say  so  tc 
you? 

Anstoer,  I  received  intimations  from  a  friend,  who  is  a  relative  of  mine  by  marriage, 
and  a  democrat.  He  came  out  to  my  house,  I  think  on  Thursday  evening,  about 
sunset. 

Question.  Was  that  the  only  intimation  you  hadf    ' 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  several  colored  men  told  me  that  if  the  democrats  had  carried  the 
State  I  could  not  live  there  three  days.  They  were  prominent  colored  men,  who  I 
knew  were  well  posted,  and  had  heard  things  I  could  not  hear. 

Question,  Had  yon  taicen  any  part  in  the  canvass  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  an  active  part. 

Question.  In  what  wayf 

Answer.  By  doing  all  I  could  for  the  ticket. 

Question.  In  traveling  through  ttiat  part  of  the  State,  were  you  molested  in  any 
wayt 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  make  any  speeches  ;  I  went  with  oar  candidates  throngli 
the  county.  I  was  assistant  assessor  of  internal  revenue,  and  had  been  £br  some 
years. 

Question.  Had  any  threats  been  made  to  you  i>ersonally,  while  you  were  traveling  in 
that  canvass  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember,  there  were  so  many  threats  thrown  out ;  I  do  not  leaMtm- 
bor  whether  any  were  thrown  to  me  personally  or  not.    J  think  I  have  had  it  said  to 
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Dio  persoiudly  that  if  the  demporats  should  sncceed  in  turning  the  tide  there  and 
taking  the  State  out  of  the  hands  of  the  repuhlicans,  none  of  us  could  live  there. 

Question,  Were  the  reasons  you  have  given,  your  only  reasons  for  leaving  the  State, 
or  did  you  leave  for  other  reasons  ? 

AntHxr,  Principally  for  the  reasons  I  have  given  you.  A  little  difiBculty  occurred  on 
the  evening  of  the  election  between  myself  and  a  young  democrat ;  not  a  difficulty 
exactly^  only  a  few  words  were  said.  He  was  registering,  and  I  was  sittiug  by,  and 
asked  him  if  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  I  Knew  he  was,  for  I  had  known  him 
almost  since  he  was  bom ;  I  said  it  only  as  a  iest.  I  saw  that  he  took  exception  to  it, 
and  shortly  after  I  called  him  outside  and  told  him  that  X  intended  it  only  as  a  Joke, 
and  thought  I  had  known  him  long  enough  to  joke  him  a  little ;  but,  as  he  did  not 
seem  to  like  it,  I  was  sqrry  I  had  done  it.  He  said  the  thing  had  got  too  serious  for 
joking— that  it  had  got  past  where  it  would  bear  any  jokes.  He  seemed  not  to  like  it, 
yet  he  said,  **  Never  mind.  Just  let  it  drop ;  say  nothing  more  about  it."  He  was  one 
of  a  lai^  family  of  brothers.  There  were  some  seven  or  eight  of  them,  some  three  or 
four  of  whom  were  younger  than  he,  who  put  out  some  threats  which,  ^m  the  char- 
acter of  the  men,  I  knew  they  would  execute.  I  called  one  of  them  one  side  on  the 
day  after  the  election,  and  told  him  of  the  circumstauce  of  the  day  before,  and  said  to 
him  that  I  was  never  more  surprised  at  anything  than  that  his  brother  should  have 
taken  exception  to  my  remark  ;  that  I  meant  nothing  by  it  but  a  joke,  and  had  apolo- 

rlsed  for  it.    I  saw  that  he  was  not  satisfied  and  was  determined  to  have  a  difficulty* 
knew  that  if  any  difficulty  started,  in  the  state  of  public  sentiment  there,  it  would 
most  probably  end  in  my  being  killed. 

Question,  Was  it  the  personal  difficulty  between  you  and  that  young  man,  or  the  apr 
prehension  growing  out  of  the  existing  state  of  public  sentiment  thete,  that  led  you  to 
leave? 

Answer,  It  was  mostly  on  account  of  my  apprehension  from  the  existing  state  of  pub- 
lie  sentiment. 

Qitestion,  What  was  that  existing  state  of  public  sentiment  to  which  you  refer  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  exactly  what  answer  your  question  would  require. 

Question,  Was  it  safe  on  either  side  for  men  to  utter  their  political  sentiments  there? 

Ansieer,  It  was  perfectly  safe  so  far  as  the  democrats  were  concerned  for  them  to  ut- 
ter their  political  sentiments,  and  they  did  it  very  openly  and  publicly ;  but  it  was  not 
safe  for  republicans  to  do  so. 

QwestUm,  Upon  what  facts  do  you  base  that  statement  ? 

Answer,  I  have  seen  so  many  of  them  grossly  insulted  iust  for  simply  saying  they 
were  republicans,  or  something  to  that  effect.  If  they  had  retorted  in  the  same  man- 
nht  thev  would  have  got  into  serious  difficulty.  I  have  seen  that  so  often,  for  so  many 
years,  that  I  know  it.  There  were  very  few  men,  even  of  those  white  men  who  some- 
times voted  the  republican  ticket,  who  dared  to  come  out  openly  and  declare  them- 
selves republicans. 

Qiie9tion,  Had  there  been,  in  the  county  in  which  yon  lived,  any  whippings  or 
scouigings  by  men  in  disguise? 

Answ€7\  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  there  had  been  for  some  months  previous  to  the  clec- 
ti(m.  The  murder  of  this  old  colored  man,  some  eleven  or  twelve  miles  above  where  I 
lived,  I  think  was  the  only  assassination  for  some  months  previous  to  the  election. 

QuistUm,  Was  that  done  by  disguised  men  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  as  least  so  said  an  old  white  lady,  who  was  teaching  school  there  at 
the  time,  and  who  made  her  escape.  She  said  she  knew  three  of  them,  young  men 
living  in  the  neighborhood.    I  thiuK  she  said  there  were  eight  of  them  in  all. 

Quettiofi.  Was  there  any  political  reason  connected  with  that  assassination  ? 

Antwcr,  The  colored  man  was  a  man  of  some  prominence  as  a  republican.  He  was  a 
man  of  character,  and  had  been  a  preacher  there  over  since  my  earliest  recollection. 
This  old  white  lady  was  teaching  a  colored  school  in  the  neighborhood  and  boarding  at 
this  old  colored  preacher's  house ;  that  is,  she  had  a  room  there,  and  they  preparedhor 
meals  and  sent  them  to  her  room,  so  I  suppose  you  might  say  uie  was  boarding  there. 
She  could  not  go  anywhere  else  to  board ;  that  is,  with  any  white  family  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, I  think  she  said.  The  school  had  been  under  way  about  a  month,  I  under- 
stood, when  this  crowd  went  to  the  house  at  night  and  called  out  this  old  parson, 
TrammeU,  and  killed  him.  The  old  lady  said  she  was  satisfied  they  would  have  killed 
her  if  she  had  not  made  her  escape  as  she  did,  in  her  night  clothes. 

Question,  Was  any  other  explanation  given  of  that  murder? 

Ansxoer,  None  were  given  to  the  friends  of  the  party ;  we  all  knew  what  it  meant. 

Qttestion,  Were  any  of  that  party  arrested  or  tried  ? 

Answer,  I  think  none  were  arrested.  A  coroner's  jury  was  summoned  and  held  an 
inquest  on  the  body ;  so  I  heard  a  man  say  who  acted  as  the  foreman  of  the  coroner's 
jury.  I  think  the  finding  of  the  jury  was,  that  he  came  to  his  death  by  the  hands  of 
some  persons  unknown  to  the  jury. 

QvMSiUm,  Did  you  live  in  the  county  town  ? 

Anmoer,  No,  sir ;  some  eight  or  ten  miles  from  the  county  town. 
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QmmHom  Were  sbv  peraoas  arrested  for  tlmt  offeosei  do  you  know  f 

Answer*  I  know  there  were  not. 

Question,  Have  yon  stated  all  that  yoa  know  concerning  the  existing  state  of  tlungs 
intliat  portion  of  Alabama  f 

Answer,  1  have  answered  just  such  questions  as  you  have  asked  mo. 

QtMitkm.  Does  what  yon  nave  statea  comprise  all  that  yon  know  about  the  euBtiag 
state  of  things  there  f 

Answer.  I  might  remark,  in  this  connection,  that  after  I  left  there  I  learned  firom  the 
deputy  collector,  who  had  an  office  with  me,  and  had  had  for  four  or  five  years,  tiiat  a 
few  days  after  I  lefb,  a  raid  came  to  his  office,  but  he  managed  to  escape.  They  destrajed 
liis  papers  and  tried  to  set  fire  to  the  house  in  which  the  office  was,  but  some  colored 
women  who  were  in  the  back  part  of  the  house  put  out  the  fire  after  they  left.  The 
other  man  who  is  living  there,  the  only  other  white  republican,  thought  that  an  attempt 
was  made  to  injure  him,  for  they  threw  a  rock  through  the  window  of  his  honae  in  the 
day-time,  and  struck  one  of  his  children  while  they  were  sitting  kt  the  dinnto  table; 
but  it  did  not  hit  him.  We  were  the  only  white  republicans,  three  of  ns,  in  that  pre- 
cinct ;  that  is,  well-known  I'epnblicans.  There  wore  some  other  men  there  who  per- 
haps voted  a  part  of  the  republican  ticket  ^voted  for  some  of  the  members  of  the  leg- 
islature ;  there  were  perhaps  onetnr  two  who  did  that. 

Question,  Have  you  been  back  in  Alabama  since  you  left  in  November  last  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  have  not,  and  I  do  not  expect  to  go  back,  if  I  can  help  it,  until 
there  is  a  different  state  of  affairs  there. 

Question,  Yon  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  what  has  transpired  there  since  yon 
left,  or  what  is  the  state  of  things  there  now  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  now  T 

Answer.  In  this  city ;  I  am  a  clerk  in  the  Census  Bureau. 

Question,  When  did  you  get  your  appointment  there  f 

Answer.  In  the  latter  part  of  February,  I  think  it  was. 

Question,  Did  you  know,  when  you  came  here,  that  you  wpuld  get  that  appointment  f 

Answer,  I  did  not 

Question,  What  business  did  you  follow  in  Alabama  f 

Answer,  1  was  a  school  teacher,  and  tanght  school. 

(luesUon,  The  onl^  intimation  to  you  that  there  was  danger  in  your  staying  there 
was  from  that  relative  of  yours  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  had  other  intimations. 

Question,  What  other  intimations  f 

Answer,  I  had  other  intimations  from  two  or  three  colored  men. 

Question.  I  was  referring  to  intimations  from  white  men.  '^ 

Answer,    That  was  all. 

Question,  What  is  his  name  f 

Answer,  I  would  rather  not  give  it. 

Question,  I  would  rather  yon  would  give  it. 

Anstcer.  I  would  rather  not  give  it ;  he  still  resides  in  that  neighborhood. 

Question.  According  to  your  theory  there  is  not  much  danger  to  him,  is  there  T  Tom 
Say  he  is  a  democrat. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  wimt  his  name. 

Answer.  He  would  not  like  me  to  give  it,  I  know.  It  was  told  to  me  confldentiftUy, 
'very  confidentially. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  the  qnestion  is  a  proper  one.  We  want  all  the  infermatkm 
that  will  throw  any  lij^t  on  the  subject  of  our  investigation. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question.  What  relation  is  he  to  yoa  f 

Answer.  A  great-uncle. 

Qumtion.  How  old  a  man  is  he  f 

Answer.  He  is  some  seventy-four  or  seventy-five  years  of  age. 

Question,  What  is  his  post-office  address  f 

Answer,  Bluffton. 

Question,  In  what  county  is  that  f 

Answer.  In  Chambers  County. 

Question,  I  want  his  name. 

The  Witness.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  chairman  if  the  evidence  I  give,  or  that  wit- 
nesses are  in  the  habit  of  giving  here,  is  to  be  published  f 

The  Chairman.  We  do  not  expect  to  publish  it  at  once,  but  the  testimony  will  all  be 
reported  to  Congress,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  testimony  of  every  witness- will 
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eTeatiudlybemadepiiWo;  that  is  oar  ezpeotatkm.    In  tbe  judgment  of  the  dtahrmaB. 
tbe  qnestioD  put  to  yoa  by  Mr.  Van  Tramp  is  a  proper  one. 
TkD  WiTNiss.  I  will  answer  it  if  yon  say  I  mast. 

ByMr.  Van  Trump: 

Qtmtkm.  It  most  be  as  evident  to  you  as  to  anybody  else  that  the  fact  that  yonr  great- 
iiiiele  did  commnnicate  to  you  what  you  say  he  did,  does  not  reflect  npon  any  indi  vidnal 
poMD  there. 

JjMrer.  No,  sir ;  but  all  these  things  are  picked  up  and  read  with  avidity  there. 

QnsUom,  You  have  Mtid,  in  your  ezamination-in-chiefy  that  this  relative  of  yonrs 
came  to  yon  and  told  yon  that  yoa  had  better  leave,  if  the  democrats  had  socceeded 
there. 

Amwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qamtimu  Was  that  all  he  said  t 

AwBwtr.  I  do  not  know  that  that  was  all. 

Q§€ili»n,  Did  he  say  that  any  particular  persons  there  would  injure  youf 

Jaswer,  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  spoke  of  particular  persons  or  not. 

HnoMcn,  Do  you  not  know  that  he  did  not  t 

Jmnpor.  I  cannot  say  that  I  know  he  did  not. 

QmttUm,  What  is  your  best  im^n^ssion  now ;  that  he  said  generally  that  if  the 
deBocrats  had  carried  the  State  you  had  better  leave  t  was  not  that  what  you  have 
stated  here,  and  was  not  that  about  all  he  did  say  f 

Anmut,  That  is  not  all  that  he  did  say ;  but  that  is  what  I  stated. 

Qjamtiom,  Did  ho  name  any  persons  who  wovld  interfere  with  yon  f 

Jmnoer.  I  cannot  remember,  to  say  positively,  whether  he  did  or  not  call  over  the 
BtfDce  of  particolar  men.  It  was  pretty  well  known  there,  though,  who  were  the  men 
to  do  that  kind  of  things  when  they  concluded  to  do  them ;  it  was  pretty  well  known 
to  him  and  to  me  both. 

Qwmtion.  The  actual  persons,  you  mean  f 

AMwer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  men  put  forward  to  do  things  of  that  kind ;  those  who  were 
genendly  charjged  with  it. 

(fiuttion.  Give  as  the  names  of  some  of  those  gentlemen,  or  of  those  men,  if  you  do 
BOt  consider  them  gentlemen. 

Auwer,  They  might [pausing.] 

Qmtiom.  They  might  whatt 

Atmotf,  It  might  not  be  very  proper  to  give  their  names,  because  they  did  not  com- 
lait  the  overt  act.  But  I  say  it  was  pretty  well  understood  who  would  be  the  men  to 
do  that  kind  of  things,  if  done  at  alL 

QustUm,  Then  it  was  a  public  thing  there,  if  '^ pretty  weU  understood;''  give  ns 
tile  names  of  some  who  would  be  likely  to  do  t-hoee  things. 

Auwer,  I  would  not  like  to  do  it. 

(fusHatL  Yoa  say  you  do  not  intend  to  go  back  there  until  things  are  settled  T 

Juwer.  Ko,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

QuetHatL  Whsi^  danger,  then,  in  giving  us  their  names  nowt 

Aiuwer,  I  shall  have  to  go  back  there  some  day. 

QuaHon.  Yon  say  you  hope  to  go  back  there  when  things  are  settled ;  what  is  your 
flfinon  of  settled  thingsf 

Antwer.  It  might  still  be  attended  with  some  danger  to  give  people's  names. 

^Mrtkm.  I  wm  not  insist  upon  their  names,  as  you  do  not  make  any  specific  state- 
■Nut  that  they  have  done  anything,  but  I  want  the  name  of  the  gentleman  who  told 
JOS  that  yoa  had  better  leave  there. 

Antwer,  I  am  verv  loath,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  Miswer  that  qoestion,  to  give  his  name ; 
Ian  very  loath  to  do  it ;  I  do  not  like  to  do  it. 

Qverttoa.  What  were  your  polities  before  yoo  were  appointed  assistant  assessor  lA 
Alahamat 

Auwer.  I  was  a  Union  man  before  there  was  any  republican  party  organized  in  the 
State. 

QaeeiUm,  1  mean  before  the  organization  of  the  republican  party  there. 

Auwer.  That  is  what  I  mean ;  I  was  a  Union  man  befbre  the  organization  ot  the 
npablican  puty. 

Quetum.  Was  there  any  party  before  that  time,  known  as  the  Union  party  f 

Amtwer,  There  was  in  onr  county ;  there  was  no  party  known  by  tne  name  of  re- 
pQblican  party  until  1867,  that  I  remember. 

QuBtUm.  Yon  say  there  were  only  three  white  republicans  in  your  precinct  T 

Auwer.  That  was  all. 

Qmeihm.  What  was  the  population  of  the  prednot  f 

Auwer.  1  think  the  white  voting  population  of  the  precinct  was  one  hnndred  and 
nsty  Mad  oddy  and  the  colored  votmg  population^  I  think,  was  some  Ave  hundred  and 
tijMity-ftve. 

Qumom,  Who  manages  the  negro  vote  there  t 
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QusBtitm  Were  on  v  peraoDB  arrested  for  that  oflfeQae,  do  yon  know  f 

Answer,  I  know  there  were  not. 

Question.  Have  yon  stated  all  that  yon  know  concerning  the  existing  state  of  things 
in  that  portion  of  Alabama  f 

Answer,  1  have  answered  jnst  such  qnestions  as  yon  have  asked  me. 

Qtieffum.  Does  what  yon  have  stated  comprise  aU  that  yon  know  abont  the  existing 
state  of  things  there  f 

Answer.  I  might  remark,  in  this  connection,  that  after  I  left  there  I  learned  from  the 
depnty  coUector,  who  had  an  office  with  me,  and  had  had  for  fonr  or  five  years,  tibat  a 
few  days  after  I  left,  a  raid  came  to  his  office,  but  he  managed  to  escape.  They  destroyed 
his  papers  and  tried  to  set  fire  to  the  house  in  which  the  office  was,  but  some  colored 
women  who  were  in  the  back  part  of  the  house  put  out  the  fire  after  they  left.  The 
other  man  who  is  living  there,  the  only  other  white  repablican,  thought  that  an  attempt 
was  made  to  injare  him,  for  they  threw  a  rock  through  the  window  of  his  honsein  the 
day-time,  and  struck  one  of  his  children  while  they  were  sitting  &t  the  dinnto  table; 
but  it  did  not  hit  him.  We  were  the  only  white  republicans,  three  of  ns,  in  that  pre- 
cinct ;  that  is,  well-known  republicans.  There  were  some  other  men  there  who  per- 
haps voted  a  part  of  the  republican  ticket  ^voted  for  some  of  the  members  of  the  leg- 
islature ;  there  were  perhaps  one  tnr  two  who  did  that. 

QuestUm,  Have  you  been  back  in  Alabama  since  you  left  in  November  last  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  have  not,  and  I  do  not  expect  to  go  back,  if  I  can  help  it,  until 
there  is  a  different  state  of  affairs  there. 

Question,  Yon  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  what  has  transpired  there  sinee  yon 
left,  or  what  is  the  state  of  things  there  now  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Qviestion.  Where  do  you  live  now  ? 

Answer,  In  this  city ;  I  am  a  clerk  in  the  Censns  Bureau. 

Question,  When  did  you  get  your  appointment  there  T 

Answer,  In  the  latter  part  of  February,  I  think  it  was. 

Question,  Did  you  know,  when  you  came  here,  that  you  wpuld  get  that  appointmeDt  f 

Answer,  I  did  not. 

Quation,  What  basiness  did  you  follow  in  Alabama  f 

Answer,  I  was  a  school  teacher,  and  taught  school. 

(luesUon.  The  onl^  intimation  to  yon  that  there  was  danger  in  your  staying  there 
was  fix>m  that  relative  of  yours  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  had  other  intimations. 

Question,  What  other  intimations  t 

Answer,  1  had  other  intimations  from  two  or  three  colored  men. 

Question.  1  was  referring  to  intimations  from  white  men.  ^ 

Answer,    That  was  all. 

Q^estion,  What  is  his  name  f 

Answer,  I  would  rather  not  give  it. 

Question,  1  would  rather  yon  would  give  it. 

Answer,  I  would  rather  not  give  it;  ne still  resides  in  that  neighborhood. 

Question.  According  to  your  theory  there  is  not  much  danger  to  him,  is  there  f  Ton 
say  he  is  a  democrat. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  1  want  his  name. 

Answer,  He  would  not  like  me  to  give  it,  I  know.  It  was  told  to  me  confldenti^Uy, 
Tery  confidentially. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  the  question  is  a  proper  one.  We  want  all  the  information 
that  will  throw  any  lij^t  on  the  subject  of  our  investigation. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question,  What  relation  is  he  to  yon  f 

Answer,  A  great-nncle. 

Qjiustion.  How  old  a  man  is  he  t 

Answer.  He  is  some  seventy-four  or  seventy-five  years  of  age. 

Question,  What  is  his  post-office  address  f 

Answer.  Bluffton. 

Question,  In  what  county  is  that  f 

Answer.  In  Chambers  County. 

Question,  I  want  his  name. 

The  Witness.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  chairman  if  the  evidence  I  give,  or  tiiat  wit- 
nesses are  in  the  habit  of  giving  here,  is  to  be  published  t 

The  Chairman.  We  do  not  expect  to  t>iiblish  it  at  once,  but  the  testimony  will  all  be 
reported  to  Congress,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  testimony  of  every  witness- will 
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eventually  be  made  pobHo ;  Hwt  is  oar  expectation.    In  the  jadgment  of  the  dtamnan. 
the  queetion  put  to  yoa  by  Mr.  Van  Tnuup  is  a  proper  one. 
TbeWRKBSS.  I  will  answer  it  if  yon  say  I  mtist. 

ByMr.  Van  Trump: 

QtusHon.  It  mast  be  as  evident  to  you  as  to  anybody  else  that  the  fact  that  your  great- 
uncle  did  communicate  to  you  what  yon  say  he  did,  does  not  reflect  upon  any  individual 
person  there. 

Anmttr.  No,  sir ;  but  all  these  things  are  picked  up  and  read  with  avidity  there. 

QuaUom,  You  have  said,  in  your  exaraination-in-chief,  that  this  relative  of  yours 
came  to  you  and  told  yon  that  you  had  better  leave;  if  the  democrats  had  succeeded 
^re. 

Amswar.  Yes,  sir. 

ifiuBiiM.  Was  that  all  he  said  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  that  was  all. 

QmewS^n.  Did  he  say  that  any  particular  persons  there  would  injure  you  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  spoke  of  partictilar  persons  or  noi. 

^nestUm.  Do  you  not  know  Uiat  he  did  not  t 

Annctr.  I  cannot  say  that  I  know  he  did  not. 

Qit4s»iiion.  What  is  your  beet  impression  now ;  that  he  said  generally  that  if  the 
democrats  had  carried  the  State  you  had  better  leave  f  was  not  that  what  you  have 
stated  here,  and  was  not  that  about  all  he  did  say  f 

Answer,  That  is  not  all  that  he  did  say ;  but  that  is  what  I  stated. 

Qjneslion.  Did  ho  name  any  persons  who  would  interfere  with  you  t 

Answer.  1  cannot  remember,  to  say  positively,  whether  he  did  or  not  call  over  the 
names  of  particular  men.  It  was  pretty  well  known  there,  though,  who  were  the  men 
to  do  that  kind  of  things  when  they  concluded  to  do  them ;  it  was  pretty  well  known 
to  him  and  to  me  both. 

QnesHon.  The  actual  persons,  you  mean  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  men  put  forward  to  do  things  of  that  kind ;  those  who  were 
generally  charged  with  it. 

'  QwssHsn.  Give  us  the  names  of  some  of  those  gentlemen,  or  of  those  men,  if  you  do 
not  consider  them  gentlemen. 

Answer,  They  mi^t  —  [pausing.] 

Qnestion.  They  might  what? 

Answer.  It  might  not  be  ver^  proper  to  giTe  their  names,  because  they  did  not  com- 
mit the  overt  act.  But  I  say  it  was  pretty  well  understood  who  would  be  the  men  to 
do  that  kind  of  things,  if  done  at  aU. 

Question.  Then  it  was  a  public  thing  there,  if  '^ pretty  well  understood;''  give  us 
the  names  of  some  wha  would  be  likely  to  do  those  things. 

Answer.  1  would  not  like  to  do  it. 

Question,  You  say  you  do  not  intend  to  go  back  there  until  things  are  settled  f 

Answer.  Ko,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Question,  What  danger,  then,  in  giving  us  their  names  nowt 

Answer.  I  shall  have  to  go  back  uiere  some  day. 

Qufstion.  You  say  yon  hope  to  go  back  there  when  things  are  settled ;  what  is  your 
i^ittion  of  settled  things  f 

Answer.  It  might  still  be  attended  with  some  danger  to  give  people's  names. 

Question.  1  wul  not  insist  upon  thdr  names,  as  you  do  not  make  anv  specific  state- 
nmit  that  they  have  done  anything,  but  I  want  the  name  of  the  gentleman  who  told 
yon  that  you  had  better  leave  there. 

Answer.  I  am  veiy  loath,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  answer  that  question,  to  give  his  name ; 
I  am  Yery  loath  to  do  it ;  I  do  not  like  to  do  it. 

Question.  What  were  yomr  polities  before  you  were  appointed  assistant  assessor  lA 
AlAamat 

Answer.  I  was  a  Union  man  before  there  was  any  republican  party  organized  in  the 
»tate. 

Question.  I  mean  before  the  organization  of  the  republican  party  there. 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  mean ;  I  was  a  Union  man  before  the  organization  of  the 
republican  party. 

Question.  Was  there  any  party  before  that  time,  known  as  the  Union  party  f 

Answer,  There  was  in  our  county ;  there  was  no  party  known  by  tne  name  of  re- 
publican  party  until  1867,  that  I  remember. 

Question.  You  say  there  were  only  three  white  republicans  in  your  precinct  f 

Answer.  That  was  all. 

Qfwstimi,  What  was  ihe  population  of  the  precinot  f 

Answer.  1  think  the  white  voting  population  of  the  precinct  was  one  hnndred  and 
si^j  and  odd,  and  the  colored  yotmg  population,  I  think,  was  some  Ave  hundred  and 
tff enty-^va. 

Question,  Who  manages  the  negro  vote  there  t 
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Answer,  They  have  some  prominent  men  among  their  own  number;  men  of  some 
prominence  among  themselves  who  can  read  and  write. 

QuesHon.  And  notwithstanding  that  preponderance  of  political  power  on  the  part  of 
the  nemro  population  there^  you  say  yon  have  known  of  but  one  negro  attacked  for 
several  years  past  in  all  the  excitement  of  all  the  elections  there. 

Jmmoer.  I  did  not  say  that  f 

Question.  That  is  what  I  understood  you  to  say ;  you  gave  the  instance  of  the  old 
negro  man  who  was  killed. 

Answer,  He  did  not  live  in  our  precinct. 

Question,  He  lived  out  of  your  precinct  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir;  some  ten  or  eleven  miles  off. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  negroes  molested  in  your  precinct  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir:  there  have  been  a  number  of  molestations  there. 

Question,  Why  did  you  not  give  them  in  the  first  instance;  when  the  chairman 
asked  you  the  question? 

Ansu^,  I  thought  he  was  asking  me  about  ev.ents  that  occurred  just  about  the  time 
of  the  last  election ;  not  what  had  occurred  duriug  several  years  past. 

Question,  I  mean  the  last  election  and  the  election  before  the  last. 

Answer,  1  was  not  asked  the  question ;  that  is  the  reason  I  did  not  allude  to  them. 

The  Chairman.  You  did  not  understand  my  question ;  I  asked  you  what  cases  of 
that  kind  had  taken  place  before  you  left  there. 

The  Witness.  I  thought  you  meant  immediately  in  connection  with  the  last  elec- 
tion. 

The  Chairman.  In  regard  to  the  name  which  Judge  Van  Trump  has  asked  yon  to 
give,  it  is  proper  I  should  read  to  you  the  act  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  witnesses 
before  committees.  The  act  provides  "  That  any  person  summoned  as  a  witness  by  the 
authority  of  either  house  of  Congress  to  give  testimony,  or  to  produce  papers  upon 
any  matter  before  either  house,  or  any  committee  of  either  house  of  Congress,  who 
shall  WillfuUy  make  default,  or  who,  appearing,  shall  refuse  to  answer  any  <]^ue8tion 
pertinent  to  the  matter  of  inquirv  in  consideration  before  the  house  or  committee  by 
which  ho  shall  be  examined,  shall,  in  addition  to  the  pains  and  penalties  dow  existing, 
be  liable  to  indictment  as  and  for  a  misdemeanor  in  any  court  of  the  United  States 
Having  jurisdiction  thereof,  and,  on  conviction,  shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceodiuK  $1,000 
and  not  less  than  (100,  and  suffer  imprisonment  in  the  common  jail  not  less  than  one 
month  nor  more  than  twelve  months.''  Now,  Judge  Van  Trump  has  put  a  question  to 
you,  and  it  is  for  the  committee  to  determine  whether  it  is  a  pertinent  one.  I  have 
alreadyexpressed  my  opinion  that  it  is. 

The  Witness.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  contumacious  about  it;  I  am  read^  to  answer  the 
question  if  it  is  insisted  on.  I  will  qualify  the  part  of  my  statement  m  regard  to  the 
gentleman  being  a  democrat,  for  that  perhaps  is  going  too  far.  He  is  not  understood 
!;o  be  a  republican :  he  has  not  taken  part  in  politics  since  the  war.  I  do  not  think  he 
"ksLB  ever  registered  or  voted  since  the  war.  He  certainly  is  not  a  republican.  If  you 
want  to  know  his  name,  and  say  that  it  is  a  pertinent  (question,  I  will  give  his  name, 
though  I  say  I  dislike  for  various  reasons  to  do  so.    He  is  a  relative  of  mine. 

The  Chairman.  I  have  already  said  that  I  think  the  question  is  a  pertinent  one.  It 
is  a  question  for  the  whole  committee  to  determine. 

Mr.  Pool.  I  think  the  question  is  a  proper  one,  and  that  the  witness  should  answer 
it  if  Judge  Van  Trump  insists  upon  it. 

Af  r.  Stevenson.  I  suppose,  as  a  matter  of  practice,  that  every  question  should  be 
regarded  as  admissible  and  pertinent,  unless  objection  be  made  to  it  and  the  objection 
sustained. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  that  would  be  a  very  good  practice. 

The  Witness.  His  name  is  Colonel  Geoi^ge  Reese.  I  will  also  state  in  that  conaiec- 
tion  that  his  advice  to  me  was  given  with  particular  respect  to  the  difficulty  I  have 
mentioned  as  having  occurred  between  myself  and  a  young  man  on  the  evening  of  the 
election. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

QftesHon,  Why  did  you  not  state  that  before  f 

Answer,  I  did. 

Question,  You  mentioned  generally  that  he  advised  you  to  leave. 

Answer,  It  had  a  political  connection,  too,  at  the  same  time.  He  knew  that  any  dif- 
ficulty I  should  get  in  there  at  that  time 

Question,  You  can  make  any  explanation  you  wish. 

Answer,  That  is  what  I  wisn  to  do. 

Question,  Did  you  not  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  this  relative  came  to  you  and  said 
that  if  the  democrats  had  carried  the  State  you  had  better  leave  f 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  impression. 

Question,  And  you  wish  now  to  Say  that  he  advised  you  to  leave  because  of  your  dif- 
ficulty with  that  young  man  t 

Answer.  I  say  that  had  some  connection  with  it. 
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By  theCiunafAN: 

Question,  If  you  misappieli^nded  my  qaeetioii  to  oonfine  your  answer  to  eyents  that 
ooourred  at  the  time  or  the  last  election,  I  will  state  that  that  was  not  my  intention. 
Too  can  state  your  knowledge  of  events  occumnff  during  the  last  year. 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  we  had  any  election  before  that  during  that  year. 

QuesUon,  State  any  eyents  occurring  during  any  election,  showing  the  state  of  feel- 
ing in  the  community  affecting  the  security  of  person  and  property. 

Answer,  I  do  not  particularly  remember  any  event  of  the  kind  occurring  within  the 
year.  At  the  previous  general  election  there  was  some  disturbance,  at  the  time  of  the 
jnresidential  election.  Some  negroes  were  knocked  down,  I  think,  or  something  of  the 
And ;  I  can  hardly  recollect  what.    There  was  a  great  deal  of  disturbance. 

Question.  On  the  day  of  the  election  f 

Answer.  On  the  evening  of  the  day  of  election,  a  great  deal  of  disturbance.  What 
kas  oocurred  in  the  mean  time  I  have  forgotten. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Are  you  old  enough  to  recollect  scenes  at  elections  before  the  warf 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  can  recollect  something  about  them. 
Ouestian,  Were  there  not  frequently  knock-downs  on  the  day  of  election  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  not  common  in  the  South  as  at  the  North  f 
AuMDer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  common  there  or  not. 
Question.  Had  you  any  trouble  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  your  office  as  assist- 
ant assessor  of  revenue  T 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  Are  there  any  organized  bands  of  men  in  that  county  who  go  about  neigh- 
borhoods in  disguise  f 

Ansu^er,  I  do  not  know  whether  there  is  or  not.  I  have  never  seen  any  band  of  men 
in  disguise  there.  As  I  say,  on  the  evening  of  the  Grant  election  I  was  not  at  that 
precinct ;  I  was  at  the  Cnsseta  precinct,  about  nine  miles  from  there.  A  band  of  dis- 
guised men  rode  through  the  little  village  in  which  our  precinct  is  situated. 

Question.  While  the  election  was  going  on  f 

Answer.  It  was  about  sunset  in  the  evening,  and  the  polls  were  closed  about  sunset. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  polls  were  closed  then  or  not.  I  did  not  see  the  band ;  I 
heard  of  them. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  whippings  in  that  county  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir;  there  have  been  whippings  there  at  different  times,  but  I  can 
hardly  recollect  now  at  what  times  they  occurred.  The  most  of  the  acts  of  disorder 
there  were  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  whippings  in  that  county  within  the  last  twelve 
months  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  have  been.  There  was  a  case  of  whipping  there  right  in  our 
neighborhood  within  twelve  months,  I  think. 

QM«rttoii.  Whodiditt 

Answer.  Some  young  men  about  tovm  there.    They  whipped  a  colored  man. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Were  they  disguised  f 
Answer.  I  think  not. 

^Question.  Was  it  in  the  day-time  or  at  night  f 

Answer.  It  was  in  the  nisht-time  I  heard  them  talking  about  it ;  they  had  the  parties 
vp  before  some  officer  of  tne  corporation  and  inflicted  some  fine,  I  think. 

.  By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  other  whippings  within  the  last  twelve  months  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  any  at  this  time — ^none  that  excited  any  notoriety  or  talk ; 
there  generally  has  to  be  something  outrageous,  something  pretty  bad,  to  excite  any 
talk  or  comment. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  that  within  the  last  twelve  months  there  have  been  men 
in  disguise  in  the  habit  of  occasionally  riding  through  {portions  of  your  county  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  at  this  time  recoUect  any  within  the  past  year. 
Question,  What  county  is  that  f 

Anstper.  Chambers  County,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  Do  the  people  in  that  country,  either  white  or  black,  carry  armsf 
Answer,  I  reckon  most  every  white  man  tteeps  a  gun  about  his  house,  as  also  do  a 
great  many  colored  men,  I  think }  but  I  have  rarely  seen  anybody  going  about  on  the 
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road  with  a  gun  on  Ms  shoulder ;  if  he  had  a  pistol  I  did  not  kiiawH ;  it  was  eoaoealod ; 
but  almost  every  head  of  a  family  has  a  gun  about  his  house. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  personal  indignity  offered  you  withiii  the  past  yearf 
Anmoer.  I  do  not  remember ;  I  think  it  has  been  about  twelve  months  that  I  was  in 
the  lower  comer  of  my  division,  which  was  also  in  my  county ;  there  was  an  old  man 
there,  who  had  been  drinking,  however,  and  when  I  called  by  there  to  attend  to  my 
business  he  took  occasion  to  curse  me  as  a  damned  radical,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing, 
and  to  ask  what  kind  of  tax  would  the  damned  Yankees  put  on  us  next ;  I  paid  no 
particular  attention  to  him,  as  I  saw  he  had  been  drinking ;  he  had  cursed  me  once  or 
twice  before,  and  had  some  grudge  against  me ;  something  about  looking  into  his  dis- 
tillery a  year  or  two  before. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Qu09tioii.  He  offered  you  no  personal  violence  f 

Anmoer,  He  did  not  strike  me. 

Question.  Were  there  others  around  there  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  attempt  to  get  up  a  row  f 

Answer.  No,  sir :  he  had  it  pretty  much  all  to  hims^;  be  said  he  knew  my  fEunily 
and  where  I  was  bom,  and  that  I  was  of  too  good  a  stock  to  be  a  radical ;  he  oarsed 
me  until  I  left ;  there  w^e  but  two  or  three  little  business  houses  in  the  place,  and  I 
was  not  there  long ;  he  was  not  more  violent  in  that  way  than  the  rest  et  his  party ; 
he  showed  it  a  litne  more  when  he  had  been  drinking. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Questienn.  Have  you  heard  any  threats  made  against  the  colored  people  within  the  loAt 
year  I 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  if  any  had  been  made  against  them  I  would  not  have  been  likely  to 
hear  them ;  they  would  not  be  likely  to  make  them  in  my  presence ;  a  number  of  colored 
men  have  told  me  of  threats  made  against  them. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  threats  f 

Answer,  That  they  would  be  killed  or  taken  off  and  whipped ;  that  they  would  be  run 
off  the  plantations  they  were  living  on,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing;  1  know  quite  a 
number  of  prominent  colored  men  who  did  not  sleep  in  their  houses  there  for  more 
than  a  month  after  the  election ;  1  do  not  know  that  they  all  sleep  in  their  houjses  yet. 

Q,uestion,  Did  they  sleep  in  the  woods  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  so :  off  somewhere  other  than  at  home. 

Question.  Have  their  houses  been  visited  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quesi^on.  Within  the  last  year  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  right  after  the  election ;  I  do  not  believe  I  have  heard  from  anj 
of  them  since  the  last  of  December,  or  the  firit  of  January. 

Question.  Visited  by  whom  f 

Answer,  They  did  not  know,  or  at  least  they  did  not  say  who. 

Question.  By  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  whether  in  their  communications  they  said  they  were 
disguised  or  not;  perhaps  in  one  instance  they  were  disguised ;  I  am  not  sure  of  that, 
however. 

Question.  Were  any  of  their  houses  broken  open  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  Imow  whether  their  houses  were  broken  open  or  not ;  they  did  nbt 
mention  it ;  I  suppose  not,  or  they  would  have  mentioned  it. 

Question.  Were  those  visitations  frequent,  or  only  in  one  or  two  instances  t 

Anewer.  I  cannot  say  how  frequent  they  were,  for  I  have  received  letters  from  only 
two  or  three  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Van  Tbump: 

Quostion,  Toa  have  received  letters,  then,  dnee  yon  have  been  here  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  From  negro  men  in  Alabama  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  some  I  hear  firom  through  white  men  mentioning  the  circum- 
stances. 

By  Mr.  Stevbnson  : 

Question.  Did  they  attribute  these  things  to  Ku-Elux;  was  there  anything  said 
about  Ku-Elux  f 

Answer.  The  term  Ku-Klux  there  is  sort  of  understood  to  cover  all  political  outrages, 
all  these  political  disorders.  They  are  sort  of  called  Ka*Kluz  wheth^  men  are  in  ais^ 
gnieoor  wA 
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By  Mr.  Vaw  TnmsPt 

Quertion,  Is  there  not  something  going  on  in  this  city  now  oaUed  Kn-Elnxf 
Afuwer,  I  have  seen  something  about  it  in  the  pa^rs ;  I  saw  the  heading  <*Ka-Elnx'' 
in  the  paper  this  morming. 

By  Mr.  Stevknsok  : 

QutBtion,  I  want  to  know  if  that  term  is  mentioned  there  f 

Anmoer,  It  is  common  among  the  colored  people  there  to  say  they  are  afraid  of  the 
Kn-Klnx.  Bat  I  do  not  think  there  have  been  but  few  bands  of  men  in  disguise  going 
through  there  committing  outrages. 

Question,  There  has  be^  but  very  little  regular  Eu-Eluxing  f 

Answer.  If  that  is  what  you  call  Kn-Kluxing. 

Queeiion,  That  is  what  is  nnderstood  by  the  term  "  Kn-Eluz;  '^  secret  societies  of  men 
going  about  in  disguise ;  that  is  a  part  of  the  proper  definition  of  '^  Ku-Klux."  Yon 
say  the  term  was  commonly  used  there,  and  thi%  there  was  a  general  apprehension  of 
tliem  among  the  colored  people. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 


Washington,  D.  C,  Jme  9, 1871. 
LEWIS  E.  ROCSONS  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Please  st^te  to  the  committee  whether  you  reside  in  the  State  of  Alabama 
and  if  so,  in  what  part  of  the  State. 

Answm;  1  reside  at  Talladega,  Alabama.  * 

QuesUon,  How  long  have  you  resided  there  f 

Answer,  Since  1839 ;  and  I  have  resided  where  I  now  live  since  April,  1840. 

QueBtian,  What  public  positions,  if  any,  have  you  held  in  Alabama  sluce  the  close  of 
the  war? 

Answer,  1  have  held  none  except  that  of  provisional  governor. 

Question,  Please  go  on,  and  state  whether  you  have  been  called  upon  in  any  capacity 
to  make  inquiry  into  any  disturbances  or  murders  alleged  to  have  occurred  m  the 
State;  if  so,  to  what  extent  did  yon  make  inquiry,  and  what  was  the  result  of  that 
incjuiry  T 

Answer,  The  governor  of  the  State  employed  my  firm  to  prosecute  on  behalf  of  the 
State  certain  persons  charged  with  the  murder  of  William  C.  Luke,  a  white  man  and 
a  school  teacher,  and  four  colored  men  named  Tony  Cliffy  Berry  Harris,  Caesar  Frederick, 
and  William  Hall.  In  the  course  of  the  investigation  it  was  proven  that  on  the  same 
night,  and  by  the  same  band  of  disguised  men,  another  colored  man  by  the  name  of 
Essex  Hendricks  was  put  to  death  oy  hanging  and  shooting,  for  he  was  both  hanginl 
said  shot,  about  four  miles  from  where  these  others  wore  put  to  death. 

Question,  Please  give  the  date  of  those  occurrences,  and  the  date  of  the  investigation. 

Answer.  The  murders  were  perpetrated  on  Monday  night,  the  11th  of  July,  1870,  near 
a  little  village  called  Cross  Plains,  in  the  county  of  Calhoun. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  you  proceed  to  make  this  investigation  f 

Answer.  The  governor  convened  a  court,  or  requested  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court, 
who,  under  our  constitution,  has  jurisdiction  coextensive  with  the  State,  as  a  conserv- 
ator of  the  peace,  to  go  to  that  county  and  hold  a  court  of  investigation  under  our 
State  law.  He  went  there  on  the  8th  of  August,  1870,  about  a  month  after  the  murders, 
Tlie  governor  also  attended ;  General  Crawford  came  also,  at  the  request  of  the  gov- 
ernor. When  we  got  there  we  found  tbat  it  was  necessary  to  make  an  investigation 
in  the  best  manner  we  could  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  who  were  probably  con- 
cerned in  the  murder.  For  some  reason,  the  white  inhabitants,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, neither  came  and  offered  any  information,  nor,  when  called  upon,  expressed  any 
willingness  to  develop  anything  that  they  did  know.  Snch  information  as  could  be 
obtained  led  to  the  arrest  of  nine  persons,  upon  warrants  daly  issued,  on  affidavit,  by 
Judge  Peters.    Do  you  wish  the  names  of  the  parties  arrested  T 

Question,  You  will  please  give  them. 

Answer.  Their  names  were  William  Estes,  Thomas  L  Estos,  Samuel  Slaton,  John 
Parmer,  Shields  Keith,  Patrick  Craig,  John  W.  Neighbors,  George  Dempsey,  and  one 
other  whose  name  I  do  not  now  call  to  mind.  These  men  were  arrested  upon  warrants 
charging  them  with  having  been  concerned  in  the  murder  of  these  five  men,  Luke 
and  others.  The  five  men,  to  wit,  William  C.  Luke,  and  the  four  colorea  men 
whose  names  I  gave,  were  in  the  custody  of  the  sheriff;  Luke  and  three  of  the 
coloired  men  upon  the  charge  of  bavins  been  concerned  in  shooting  at  some  people 
returning  from  church,  ladies  and  gent^men,  perhaps  some  children,  on  Sunday  uignt, 
the  10th  of  July,  the  Sunday  night  previous  to  their  murder.  William  Hall  was  not 
charged  with  any  fault,  except  that  on  Monday  night,  after  dark,  he  was  taken  from 
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his  home,  -while  sitting  upon  his  door-step,  and  while  his  wife  was  encaged  in  prepar- 
ing sapper,  by  a  body  of  armed  men,  who  carried  him  off,  becaose,  as  they  said,  he  nad 
eiven  information  to  some  other  colored  men  they  wanted  to  arrest,  on  the  ground 
that  they  had  also  been  engaged  in  the  shooting  the  night  previons,  and  that  informal 
tion  had  enabled  those  men  to  get  away.  His  wife  testified  on  the  trial  that  she  begged 
them  not  to  take  him  away,  and  when  they  told  her  that  she  must  go  back,  and  if 
she  did  not,  they  would  "  shoot  her  head  off,"  her  husband  said  to  her,  "  Good  bye, 
wife.;  if  I  never  see  you  again,  take  good  care  of  our  child."  She  said  she  never  saw 
her  husband  again.  He  was  carried  to  and  put  on  the  platform  where  these  others 
were  in  the  keeping  of  the  sheriff  and  his  deputy,  and  was  taken  off  hy  the  crowd  of 
disguised  men,  and  put  to  death  along  with  the  others,  and  at  the  same  time.  William 
C.  Luke,  Tony  Cliff,  Berry  Harris,  and  Caesar  Frederick  were  arrested  on  Monday  during 
the  day  by  virtue  of  a  warrant,  issued  by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  mused  Neighbors.  Ho 
and  another  justice,  named  Steele,  held  an  investigation  a  little  before  sundown  on 
Monday  evening,  and  they  decided  to  commit  those  persons  to  the  custody  of  tho 
sheriff  for  safe^ceeping,  until  the  next  morning  at  9  o'clock,  when  the  court  would 
again  assemble.  The  justice  said  that  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  defense  had 
been  closed,  but  that  there  was  other  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  State.  For  that  reason 
he  a<yourned  the  court,  and  directed  the  sheriff  to  summon  a  strong  guard,  and  to 
keep  the  prisoners  safely  until  the  next  morning.  During  the  day  of  Monday,  early  in 
th6  morning,  in  making  the  arrests  of  these  persons,  a  negro  named  Jacob  Moore  v^aa 
arrested,  but  he  attempts  to  escape.  They  had  not  taken  out  any  warrant  for  him 
at  that  time ;  did  not  obtain  it  until  later  in  the  day.  When  he  was  attempting  to 
escape  they  ordered  him  to  stop,  and  he  not  obeying  the  order,  one  of  the  crowd  sSiot 
him  in  the  rear,  and  he  was  wounded  so  badly  that  the  physician  said  on  Monday 
evening,  when  the  other  prisoners  were  committed  to  the  sheriff's  keeping,  that  be 
would  probably  dil  before  morning.  They  accordingly  left  him  in  the  school-house, 
where  the  examination  had  been  had,  without  any  guard,  except  that  a  couple  of  negro 
men  were  detailed  to  watch  him  and  wait  upon  him. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Queaiion.  The  negro  was  arrested  and  shot  by  the  State  authorities  f 

Answer,  No,  sir }  the  arrest  was  made  in  the  morning  before  the  warrant  was  ob- 
tained. 

Question,  It  was  done  by  authorities  representing  the  law  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir;  it  was  simply  a  voluntary  arrest  on  the  part  of  the  citizens.  They 
said  they  thought  there  was  danger  of  the  negroes  getting  off  on  the  train  going  south, 
so  that  they  could  not  be  arrested  when  the  warrant  should  be  obtained.  They  obtained 
a  warrant  for  this  man  and  the  others  at  as  early  an  hour  as  they  could  get  the  justice, 
Mr.  Neighbors,  to  come  into  town  and  issue  it.  This  negro,  Jacob  Moore,  was  examined 
as  a  witness  on  the  trial.  He  testified  that  during  the  night,  while  he  remained  in  the 
school-house,  various  persons  who  were  unknown  to  him  came  to  the  house,  and  also 
one  who  was  known  to  him,  to  wit,  Patrick  Craig ;  that  he  did  not  himself  think  that 
he  should  die,  but  that  he  mode  out  that  he  was  very  badly  off,  because  he  was  afraid 
that,  if  he  did  not,  they  might  take  him  off  with  the  others,  and  he  thought  h6  was 
safer  to  remain  where  be  was,  under  the  impression  that  he  would  die  befoi'e  morning 
any  way.  This  man  identified  the  man  who  shot  him ;  my  recollection  is  that  he  saia 
Shields  Keith  was  the  man  who  shot  him  when  he  attempted  to  run. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  At  the  time  of  his  original  arrest  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  when  he  was  arrested  in  the  morning  about  daylight,  by  a  party 
of  men  who  at  that  time  had  no  warrant,  but  subsequently,  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done, 
got  a  warrant  and  had  him  duly  arrested.  He  was  returned  as  arrested  under  the  war- 
rant, (bough  up  to  that  time  they  had  no  warrant. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  These  are  the  facts,  as  disclosed  upon  the  examination  f 
Answer.  Tes,  sir.  The  court  commenced  this  investigation  on  the  8th  day  of  August, 
but  arrests  could  not  be  made  for  a  number  of  davs,  in  consequence  of  not  having  tho 
necessary  information  upon  which  to  base  affidavits.  But  finally  tho  information  was 
obtained,  affidavits  were  made,  the  arrests  were  made,  and  the  tnal  proceeded,  the  evi- 
dence, as  required  by  our  statute  law,  being  taken  down  in  writing.  Some  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  or  one  hundred  and  forty  witnesses  were  examined,  and  the  investiga- 
tion finally  closed  in  October,  about  the  12th  or  13th.  This  was  an  investigating  court 
for  the  purpose  of  deciding  whether  there  was  probable  cause  for  believing,  first,  that 
an  offense  had  been  committed,  and,  secondly,  whether  there  was  probable  cause  for 
believing  that  these  parties  were  guilty,  and  ought  to  be  held  for  trial.  When  tlio 
court  adjourned  in  October,  the  grand  jury  of  Calhoun  County  was  in  session,  and, 
as  the  law  requires,  the  testimony  was  sent  to  the  clerk  oi  the  circnit  court,  to  belaid 
before  the  grand  jury,  and  the  witnesses  were  all  recognized  to  appear  there  to 
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testify.  Bat  the  grand  juiy  of  Calhoun  Connty  declined  to  find  any  bill  against  any 
of  tbese  partiesi  but  they  did  find  a  bill  against  Jacob  Moore,  for  assault  with  intent 
to  kill. 

Queaiion.  Was  Jacob  Moore  the  man  who  was  shot  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  early  in  the  morning  of  Monday,  by  a  party  of  men  who  came 
down  from  Cross  Plains  to  Peytona,  to  make  arrests,  because,  they  said,  they  feared  the 
negroes  would  go  off  on  the  train  that  morning,  before  warrants  could  bo  obtained. 

QuestUm,  Please  state  whether  that  investigation  disclosed  the  existeuce,  in  that . 
coonty,  of  any  organization  known  as  the  Ku-Klux ;  if  so,  to  what  extent  did  it  dis- 
close the  organization  and  the  manner  of  their  operations  f 

Answer,  The  State  examined  a  witness  named  Lewis  M.  Force,  who  proved  that  he 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan.  He  stated  that  the  organization  in  Alabama 
numbered  from  eight  to  ten  thousand  members,  and  that  it  had  from  ten  to  twelve 
thousand  members  in  Georgia,  'where  he  was  initiated,  with  headquarters  at  Atlanta ; 
that  the  olj^ect  of  the  organization  was  to  control  the  negro  vote,  and  to  defeat  the 
republican  party  in  obtaining  offices. 

By  Hr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  What  has  become  of  Force  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  where  he  is  now ;  I  suppose  he  is  in  that  section  of  the 
eoimtry.  I  asked  him  how  he  came  to  join  that  order,  and,  having  joined  it,  why  he 
withdrew  from  it.  He  said  that  he  joined  it  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  aid  from  the 
organization  to  procure  the  arrest  of  a  man  who  had  committed  a  rape  on  his  little 
dj^ghter,  about  eleven  or  twelve  years  old,  if  I  remember  correctly ;  that  he  succee&ed 
in  arresting  the  man,  after  a  very  long  and  tedious  pursuit  of  him. 

By  Mr.  BiAm : 

(Intestion.  Was  he  a  black  man  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  was  a  white  man.  He  had  him  arrested  and  lodged  in  the  jail  of 
Cherokee  County,  Alabama.  The  witness  further  testified  that  shortly  after  this  man 
was  put  in  jail — I  am  gfiving  what  he  testified,  not  what  I  know  myself,  except 
as  he  stated  it — ^he  was  called  on  by  the  klan  to  aid  in  liberating  this  man ;  that  the 
reason  given  for  it  was  that  the  man  and  his  friends  had,  during  the  previous  year,  I 
think  it  was,  aided  in  liberating  from  jail  the  head  man  of  the  order,  who  was  in  jail 
in  Chattooga  County,  Georgia ;  Summerville  is  the  county  seat,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  he  tell  the  name  of  the  man  f 

Anmcer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  it  has  escaped  my  memory.  I  can  ascertain  it,  if  desired,  by 
referring  to  the  notes  of  the  evidence ;  I  think  I  have  it.  That  circumstance  beiuff  of 
such  a  character  as  to  be  of  publicity,  I  learned  from  the  United  States  officers,  then 
present,  that  the  thing  had  occurred ;  that  the  liberation  of  that  man  had  occurred  at 
Summerville,  in  Chattooga  County,  as  the  man  Force  said,  and  the  very  man  that  he 
said.  Mr.  Force  was  not  known  prior  to  that  time,  and  I  did  not  know  how  much 
weight  pnght  to  be  accorded  to  his  evidence. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Did  he  disclose  the  manner  of  their  proceeding  when  he  was  initiated,  ^d 
how  they  proceeded  on  their  raid  t 

Anstcer.  He  described  it  very  much  as  it  is  generaUy  understood ;  that  he  took  an 
obligation,  of  which  he  gave  the  substance ;  that  he  went  out  the  same  night  be  was 
initiated^  and  was  present  when  a  negro  man  was  called  out  of  his  house  and  whipped 
by  the  gang  then  present ;  that  they  whipped  him  after  having  made  him  dance  some 
time,  and  admonished  him  to  behave  himself  better  in  the  future. 

^testkm.  Were  the  defendants  represented  by  counsel  at  that  examination  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  firm  of  very  able  gentlemen.  General  William  Henry  Forney  and 
Chancellor  Foster,  who  were  then  practicing  law  in  partnership,  represented  them. 

QuesUon,  Did  tins  man  disclose  the  names  of  other  persons  who  were  members  of  that 
organization  f 

Ansicer,  He  gave  the  names  of  those  known  to  him,  but  they  were  residing  just  across 
the  line  in  Georgia,  not  within  the  reach  of  the  subpcenas  of  the  court ;  onl^  a  few 
milea  distant,  however,  compared  with  the  distance  m>m  which  some  of  the  witnesses 
weie  summoned. 

QueeUan,  Were  any  of  them  produced  to  contradict  or  corroborate  his  testimony  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  we  did  not  obtain  any  of  them,  and  the  defense  did  not  offer  any 
evidence  in  re^ud  to  the  existence  of  the  klan,  pro  or  con,  I  believe  they  did  not  even 
cniao  cixnmine  Force ;  I  think  they  declined  to  ask  him  any  questions. 

Oration.  Did  he  go  on  and  state  whether  he  had  released  that  man  from  prison  who 
waa  eharged  with  the  rape  of  his  daughter  t 

A$metr,  l^o,  sir ;  he  came  down  to  this  court  to  obtain  the  necessary  ibrce  for  the  bs^ 
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keeping  of  tbe  man,  and  he  was  taken  from  that  Jail  by  ordet,  and  placed  in  the  jail 
of  Jackflonville  for  safe-keeping,  is  my  recollection. 

Question.  He  declined  tu  assist  them  iu  lilterating  himt 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  and  he  said  that  he  told  them  that  if  that  was  their  pnrpose,  to 
release  men  charged  with  sncU  offenses  as  that,  he  wonld  have  nothing  foither  to  do 
wi|ih  the  organization.  The  man  was  sobseqnently  indicted  at  the  &11  court  in  Chero- 
kee County  for  the  rape  ;  he  obtained  a  continuance  of  the  trial  of  liis  cause  until  Uie 
last  spring  term.    I  have  never  learned  what  was  done  with  him. 

QuesUan.  Did  Force  state  the  strength  of  the  order  in  the  county  in  which  these  mur- 
ders took  phice  of  which  you  have  spoken? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  he  did. 

Qtnestion.  What  is  the  political  character  of  that  county  T 

Answer.  The  county  of  Calhoun  f 

Question.  Yes ;  the  county  in  which  yon  say  the  grand  Jury  declined  to  act  T 

Answer.  In  1H60  the  county  voted,  I  think,  by  two  thousand  votes,  or  two  thousand 
majority,  for  Breckinridge  and  Lane.  It  has  always  been  a  very  decided  democratic 
county,  and  I  suppose  is  more  so  of  late,  aside  from  the  colored  vote. 

Question.  What  is  the  proportion  of  white  and  colored  population  in  the  county  T 

Answer.  The  white  population  outnumbers  the  colored;  the  exact  proportion,  how- 
ever, I  am  unable  to  state ;  but  it  outnumbers  it  largely. 

Question.  Does  your  statement  embody  the  result  of  the  examination,  so  far  as  thia 
question  of  organization  and  crime  is  concerned,  in  that  county  1 

Answer.  What  I  have  already  stated  is  all  the  information  we  had  of  the  fl^eral 
organization  of  the  Eu-Klux  Klsai.  But  the  proof  in  the  progress  of  that  tria^  in  re- 
gard to  the  operations  of  that  klan,  or  of  p^:sons  who  were  wearing  the  di^uises, 
which  it  is  understood  the  klan  generally  wears,  showed  that  they  hiuTbeen  operating 
all  through  that  county  and  Cherokee  County,  at  various  points,  and  some  up  in  North- 
ern Alabama,  ever  since  the  year  1868.  During  the  election  in  1868,  there  tras  some 
manifestation  by  the  klan  in  Huntsville,  where  a  man  was  killed  while  standing  on  his 
door-step ;  not  the  man,  however,  that  they  intended  to  kill,  as  was  subsequently  shown. 
But  in  regard  to  this  immediate  vicinity  of  Calhoun  County  and  its  surroundings,  the 
proof  shows  that  in  repeated  instances  colored  men  had  been  taken  out  and  whipped 
with  hickory  withes ;  sometimes  beaten  very  severely  with  canes— not  a  fair  whip— and 
with  other  instruments ;  that  they  had  been  shot,  in  some  Instances  seriously  wounded, 
in  others  killed ;  and  some  had  been  otherwise  outraged.  In  one  instance  there  was 
proof  of  rape  by  a  party  of  these  fellows,  who  went  into  a  negro  man's  house,  drove 
him  out,  and  raped  his  wife,  threatening  to  kill  lier  if  she  did  not  submit  to  their 
demands. 

Question.  How  recently  had  any  of  these  occurrences  taken  place  T 

Answer.  They  covered  a  period  commencing  some  time  in  December,  1868,  running 
through  1869,  and  down  to  the  time  when  Mr.  Luke  and  the  four  colored  men  wore  put 
to  death  in  July,  1870.  The  proof  showed  that  no  raiding  of  the  klan,  that  was  known, 
had  taken  place  since  that  time  and  up  to  the  time  when  the  court  was  sitting,  which 
was  in  August,  September,  and  October,  1870. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  there  having  been  any  occurrences  of  a  simi- 
lar character  in  the  county  since  that  court  was  held  t 

Answer.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  of  these  things^  except  as  developed  on  that 
examination. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge,  derived  from  your  observation  and  intercourse 
with  the  people  of  that  region,  of  any  occurrence  since  October  last,  the  time  when 
your  court  of  examination  closed  there  ? 

Answer,  A  copy  of  two  letters,  or  of  notices,  warning  certain  witnesses — white  men — 
on  behalf  of  the  State  in  the  trial  to  leave  the  country,  or  they  would  be  whipped  until 
their  backs  were  "cut  as  fine  as  dogs'  hair,"  were  sent  to  me. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  that  notice  was  actually  served  on  the  witnesses  t 

Answer.  Not  of  my  personal  knowledge. 

Question.  Have  tllere  been  any  whippings  and  scourgings  that  have  been  reported  to 
you  upon  credible  information,  as  occurring  in  that  region  of  the  State,  or  in  any  other 
region,  since  that  timef 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  a  political  meeting  held  in  Eutaw  in  October  of  last 
year  f 

Answer.  I  was  present  at  one  when  Oeneral  Warner  spoke. 

Question.  We  have  had  the  statements  of  General  Warner  and  Mr.  Hays,  who  were 
present  at  that  meeting. 

Answer,  They  were  both  there. 

Qu^tion.  Without  desiring  any  repetition  of  general  facts,  will  you  state  as  briefly  as 
you  can  your  recollection  of  what  occurred  there  t 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  substantially  this:  that  notice  had  been  given  that  Gov- 
ernor Smith  and  General  Warner  would  speak  there.    They  invited  me  to  go  there  and 
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• 
speak  also,  as  they  said,  at  the  request  of  a  number  of  old  whigs  in  that  section  of 
country.  We  were  to  speak  first  in  Livingston,  in  Sumter  County,  and  then  at  flu  taw 
on  the  following  day.  At  Livingston  we  were  interrupted  by  a  number  of  persons, 
and  no  opportunity  was  given  for  a  fair  or  connected  speech.  Governor  Smith  was 
interrupted  from  the  moment  he  rose  to  speak.  A  young  man  came  and  stood  beside 
him  with  a  knife  drawn,  open  in  his  hand,  and  brandished  it  about  in  a  very  threaten- 
ing manner,  striking  his  lett  hand  on  his  breast,  brandishing  his  knife,  and  standing 
up  close  beside  the  ffovemor  as  he  commenced  to  address  the  crowd,  which  was  com- 
posed, so  far  as  I  could  judge,  of  about  five-sixths  colored  men  and  a  body  of  white 
men  standing  off  by  themselves  a  little  on  the  right.  From  what  was  said  by  numbers 
of  them  I  supposed  they  were  opposed  to  the  discussion  being  had. 

Question.  This  was  in  Livingston  T 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir.  A  portion  of  the  men  who  interrupted  the  meeting  went  up  that 
night  on  the  same  train  with  us  to  Eutaw ;  others  that  I  did  not  see  on  the  train  I 
saw  at  Eutaw  tjie  nexti  day ;  they  were  present  and  took  a  part  in  the  violence  which 
occurred  there.  Just  after  I  had  finisned  m^  speech,  or  rathei*  got  down  from  the 
stondy  for  I  did  not  have  an  opportunity  of  making  anything  like  a  speech,  as  I  stepped 
down  ixom  the  stand  at  Eutaw,  Mr.  Hays  got  up,  as  he  said  subsequently,  to  adjourn 
the  meeting,  not  intending  to  make  any  speech.  A  gentleman  approached  me  fVom 
the  lefL  who  knew  me,  and  called  me  by  name,  and  said  that  he  thought  it  best  Mr. 
Hays  should  not  speaJt  there  or  attempt  to  speak :  that  he  was  very  unpopular,  and 
the  people  were  very  much  incensed,  and  it  might  lead  to  disturbance.  He  requests 
me  to  tell  him  so,  but  not  to  use  his  name  in  connection  with  it.  I  had  never  seen  Mr. 
Hays  to  know  him  personally  until  that  morning.  I  turned  around  and  whispered  to. 
General  Warner  what  had  been  said  to  me,  and  suggested  that  he  should  speak  to 
Kr.  Hays.  Just  as  I  rose  up  from  conferring  with  him  Ifir.  Hays  struck  the  ground 
near  the  table  he  was  standing  on.  I  did  not  see  anybody  jerk  him  off  the  table,  but 
I  heard  his  feet  strike  the  ground,  and  saw  him  standing  there  apparently  somewhat 
excited.  Mr.  Hays  said  nothing,  but  in  an  instant  a  pistol  was  tired — a  single  shot — 
cither  from  the  room  of  the  clenc  of  the  circuit,  which  was  just  back  of  us,  or  from  the 
door  of  the  main  entrance  to  the  court-house  just  beyond ;  I  cannot  tell  certainly  which. 
Then,  about  as  quick  as  men  could  draw  their  weapons  and  commence  firing,  a  general 
shooting  commenced  at  the  crowd  of  negroes  that  were  in  front.  There  was  a  very 
large  concourse  there,  I  suppose  somewhere  between  two  and  three  thousand.  I  ought, 
perhaps,  to  state  that,  as  Mr.  Hays  was  pulled  from  the  stand,  or  as  he  struck  the 
ground,  I  saw  several  negro  men  start  and  move  up  toward  him,  and  I  saw  one  or  two 
of  them  commence  getting  out  their  knives  and  about  to  open  them.  I  put  out  my 
hand  and  said,  *' Don't  do  that;  put  up  your  knives;  there  must  be  no  disturbance 
here."    Just  then  the  pistol  shot  was  fired,  of  which  I  have  spoken. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  **Just  then,"  you  say;  did  you  see  the  knives  before  you  heard  the  shot  t 
Answer,  I  think  I  did ;  out  the  negroes  put  up  their  knives,  as  I  requested  them  to 

do,  arud  did  not  make  any  demonstration  with  them.    They  were  moving  up  as  if  to 

protect  Mr.  Hays. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QtieaUan.  From  what  direction  did  the  shot  come  f 

Au8i0€r,  Out  of  the  court-house,  either  from  the  door  of  the  main  entrance  or  from 
one  of  the  windows.    I  do  not  know  that  any  one  saw  the  attempt  to  draw  the  knives 
exoept  myself. 
,    Question,  Had  Mr.  Hays  any  weapon  t 

Ansica:  Not  that  I  saw,  and  I  had  pretty  good  reason  for  noticing.  He  may  have  had 
some  small  pistol,  but  he  certainly  had  none  of  the  weapons  which  were  had  by  the 
great  bo^y  of  men  around  me. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  have  any  ? 

Ansicer,  I  did  not :  but  ho  has  told  me  since  that  ho  had  a  small  pocket  derringer 
in  his  pocket,  but  I  did  not  see  any  signs  of  it.  My  reason  for  looking  at  him  was,  that 
I  had  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  danger  Mr.  Hays  was  in,  and  I  further  understood  that 
he  would  not  be  able  to  come  there  that  day.  When  he  did  come,  I  saw  him  dressed  in 
the  ordinary  diess  of  a  gentleman,  and  I  took  particnlar  c^re  to  look  over  his  x>er8on 
Mid  see  if  he  was  armed.  I  supposed  he  woula  be  ftnned^;  but  I  could  not  see  any 
g^gns  of  it.  He  says,  however,  that  he  had  a  small  pocket  derringer.  He  did  not  use 
any  weapon  that  I  saw,  or  make  any  attempt  to  use  any. 

Question,  Did  you  take  any  part  m  the  preliminary  Attempt  to  have  a  joint  discus- 
lion  there  T 

Answer,  1  think  I  did ;  at  least  I  knew  of  it ;  I  do  not  remember  whether  or  not  I  signed 
%t|ie  paper.    There  was  a  proposition  of  that  sort  made,  but  the  answer  returned  was 
that  tUey  would  not  recognize  either  the  speakers  or  the  cause;  I  think  that  was  the 
nibetance  of  their  answer. 
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QitestUm.  Was  that  effort  made  for  the  purpose,  if  possible,  of  preventing  a  collision  ? 

Anewer,  So  far  as  I  knew  it  was  with  a  view  to  have  a  peaceable  meeting  there ;  it 
was  in  tte interest  of  peace  and  order. 

Question,  From  what  you  saw  there  that  day,  and  iVom  your  observation  at  that 
time,  in  traveling  through  other  counties,  were  people  free  to  utter  their  political  senti- 
ments without  incurring  tlanger  ? 

Ansieer,  No,  sir ;  I  think  not.  In  fact,  I  am  very  certain  they  wore  not.  Nothing  was 
said  there  that  day  that  could  be  just  ground  of  offense ;  nothing  was  said  by  Senator 
Warner  or  by  myself,  so  far  as  I  am  conscious  of  what  I  said ;  and  I  think  I  know  pretty 
well  what  he  said  and  what  I  said.  My  whole  effort  was  tp  conciliate  the  old  Union 
sentiment  of  the  State ;  to  conciliate  all,  in  fact,  but  I  hoped  to  obtain  a  more  candid 
hearing  from  the  old  Union  sentiment  of  that  community,  which,  in  old  times,  was 
largely  whig ;  and  of  course  my  speech,  as  far  as  I  could  make  any  there,  was  shaped 
in  that  way.  But  I  was  constantly  interrupted,  in  the  most  offensive  manner ;  I  will 
not  say  constantly,  but  repeatedly,  so  much  so  as  to  prevent  anything  like  a  continuous 
and  connected  presentation  of  any  one  feature  of  a  political  question.* 

Question.  Had  you  frequently  spoken  in  Eutaw  in  former  times  ? 

Anmver.  No,  sir ;  I  had  never  spoken  in  the  town  before.  But  I  had  been  a  whig 
elector  in  the  State,  and  had  held  various  other  positions,  "^hich  made  nie  known  to 
the  people  of  the  State. 

Quwtion.  Were  you  well  known  there  f 

Anetcer.  I  supposed  I  was;  at  least  I  knew  a  great  many  persons  there. 

Question,  How  many  persons  were  wounded  there,  according  to  your  observation  f 

Answer,  I  never  saw  any  scene  of  that  kind  before.  I  saw  a  great  many  fall  as  the 
'  shots  were  fired,  and  at  the  time  I  suppose  they  had  stumbled  and  fallen,  because  they 
got  up  a^ain  and  went  away.  But  I  have  understiOod,  from  those  who  have  had  ex- 
perience m  such  scenes,  that  unless  a  man  is  so  severely  wounded  as  to  render  him 
unable  to  rise  when  he  is  hit,  the  effect  of  the  bullet  frequently  is  to  cause  him  to  fall, 
and  he  rises  again.  The  papers  reported  that  there  were  some  fifty-four  persons 
wounded  there,  and  that  four  of  them  died  from  their  wounds.  Whether  that  is  true 
or  not  I  am  not  able  to  say. 

Question,  Were  any  white  persons  wounded  there  ? 

Answe)'.  Not  that  I  heard  of;  I  certainly  saw  none.  I  saw  one  colored  man  lying  on 
a  dray  that  night  about  sundown.  His  tnigh  was  broken ;  it  had  been  splintered  and 
set,  and  he  was  lying  on  a  dray  in  the  street  of  the  town.  He  told  me  that  he  was  up 
there  at  the  meeting  and  had  been  wounded  there. 

Question.  Judging  from  the  facts  that  came  under  your  notice,  from  the  fact  of  per- 
sons coming  from  the  one  county  to  the  other,  what  was.  the  conclusiom  at  which  you 
arrived  as  to  whether  that  attack  was  premeditated,  preconcerted  ? 

Answei:  My  conviction,  from  what  I  saw  in  the  morning  before  the  speaking  began, 
was  that  there  would  be  trouble  1  here  that  day,  and  I  so  advised  Governor  Smith  and 
General  Crawford.  And  I  advised  General  Crawford  to  brin^  his  entire  force  up  to  the 
town  and  have  them  in  readiness  for  immediate  action,  believing  that  by  so  doing  he 
w^ould  overawe  the  disposition  to  make  trouble ;  that  the  presence  of  the  troops  wouM 
prevent  any  trouble.  I  told  General  Crawford  that  I  knew  the  people  well  enough  to 
uuderstand  the  signs.  The  general  did  not  seem  to  coincide  with  mo.  At  all  events, 
he  di*d  liot  bring  his  troops  up.  He  had  h  small  detachment  stationed  about  two 
squares  away,  so  that  when  the  firing  did  commence  they  were  not  at  hand  to  i>rotecfc 
the  colored  people,  and  could  not  be  got  there  in  time  to  do  any  good  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Was  this  squad  of  troops  within  sight  of  the  meeting? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  were  two  squares  away.  The  rest  of  his  troops  were  out  about 
half  a  mile  distant.  My  conviction  is  that  if  the  Government  had  shown,  by  the 
presence  of  its  troops,  a  determination  to  prevent  violence,  there  would  have  been 
none.  * 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  problem  whether  their  presence  would  prevent  or  irritate  T 

Answer.  That  is  a  problem,  it  is  true.  But  my  conviction  is  that 'men  will  not  resort 
to  force  when  they  know  there  is  an  equal  or  superior  force  to  meet  them.  When  the 
troops  came  up,  as  the  detachment  did,  the  whole  thmg  was  at  an  end ;  and  for  them 
to  commence  faring  then  would  simply  have  been  to  make  an  assault  in  turn.  If  they 
had  been  there,  and  these  men  had  attempted  to  fire  just  as  they  did,  then  force  could 
have  been  repelled  by  force. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Is  there  anything  fiirther  you  would  state  as  evidencing  the  state  of  public 
sentiment  there  in  reference  to  offenses  of  this  character,  these  disturbances  ? 

Answer.  There  is  one  other  fact  I  should  state  in  connection  with  this  matter.  We  wen^ 
down  the  next  morning,  on  the  train,  to  York  station  ;  in  fact  we  went  do^vn  to  Meri- 
dian, governor  Smith,  General  Warner,  and  myself.    General  Warner,  however,  turned 
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back  after  we  had  gone  8omo  dis&uce ;  I  do  not  romeinber  how  far.     Ho  mot  a  train 

foiiig  up  on  which  were  some  Mends,  and  he  concluded  that  he  would  go  back  and 
eep  an  appointment  at  Tuscaloosa.  On  the  train  with  us  was  a  portion  of  those  men 
who  had  been  at  Sumter  on  the  day  of  the  speaking  there,  and  who  were  at  Eutaw 
the  day  before.  As  they  went  down,  whenever  the  train  stopped  people  came  up  to 
them  and  asked  them  the  news.  Replies  were  made  iudicatiug  what  had  happened, 
and  in  one  instance  the  expression  was  made,  so  loud  as  to  be  h^ard  by  numbers  of 
prsons,  to  this  effect :  "  We  have  cleaned  out  the  damned  radicals,  and  are  going 
home/'    I  heard  that  expression  myself 

Quesiion.  Did  you  direct  your  attention  to  the  subject  so  as  to  ascertain  whether  the 
public  sentiment  of  the  town  of  Eutaw  disapproved  or  upheld  this  lawlessness  ? 

Ansxrer.  I  cannot  doubt  but  that  it  is  disapproved  by  some  of  the  people,  by  a  veiy 
cousiderable  number,  knowing  as  I  do  the  general  character  of  the  population  there. 
But,  so  far  as  I  know,  no  manifestation  of  that  disapproval  was  made,  and  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  it  dare  manifest  itself  ^ust  now. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  manifestation  in  favor  of  upholding  such  lawlessness  T 

Av87cer.  Not  to  my  personal  knowledge.  I  have  understood  that  there  have  been 
manifestations  of  a  very  decided  character,  in  defending  these  men  who  were  subse- 
quently indicted  at  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  at  Mobile,  and  whose  trial 
wa.s  set  for  last  May ;  I  think  it  was  May ;  at  all  events  it  was  during  the  late  spring 
court. 

Question.  Were  those  demonstrations  of  a  public  character  f  * 

Answer.  I  understood  that  they  were ;  I  understood  that  there  was  a  fair  held  in  the 
town  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  men  who  were  in- 
dictetl  there ;  that,  however,  is  merely  upon  information. 

Question.'  You  do  not  know  that  personally  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir :  because  I  do  not  live  in  that  county. 

Question.  Are  there  any  more  recent  events  than  those  of  which  you  have  spoken, 
which  indicate  the  extent  to  which  the  laws  can  bo  executed  in  the  State,  or  life  and 
person  be  made  secure  f 

Answer.  The  question  is  somewhat  changed,  I  think,  since  the  recent  legislation  of 
Congress.  The  manifestations  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government,  as  shown  by 
the  recent  enactment  of  Congress,  and  the  action  of  the  United  States  courts  in  giving 
force  and  effect  to  that  enactment,  and  to  the  act  of  the  31st  of  May,  1870,  have,  it 
seems  to  mo,  from  what  I  see  and  hear,  produced  an  effect  on  the  public  mind.  What 
will  be  tbe  final  result  I  cannot  say  ;  but  I  think  the  tendency  has  been  to  give  them 
pause.  Heretofore  I  have  known  of  no  instance  in  which  jf  man  charged  with  having 
killed  a  negro  Jias  been  brought  to  trial  and  convicted,  scarcely  ever  to  trial  liven.  On 
the  other  hand,  whenever  a  negro  commits  any  offense  there  is  no  trouble  in  ootaining  a 
conviction  upon  reasonable  proof,  and  sometimes  when  the  proof  is  not  so  clear.  That 
sentiment,  however,  has  been,  according  to  my  observations,  always  the  case,  more  or 
less,  iu  the  South,  with  reference  to  any  white  man.  If  popular  prejudice  sets  in 
strongly  against  a  man,  I  have  found  in  luv  practice  as  a  lawyer  that  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  offer  evidence  enough  to  acquit  him.  Il"  popular  prejudice  sets  in  his  favor, 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  secure  the  conviction  of  a  man,  no  matter  what  his  color  may 
be.    It  is,  as  my  experience  shows,  one  of  the  weaknesses  of  our  system  of  trials. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Qiiestion.  Do  you  mean  the  system  of  trial  in  the  South,  or  generally  ? 

Answef'.  Generally ;  I  see  by  your  papers  in  the  North  that  if  a  man  is  a  popular  man, 
there  is  always  a  strong  inffuence  made,  if  he  is  convicted,  to  obtain  a  respite  or  com- 
mntatiou  of  sentence. 

By  the  Chairman  :  '  ' 

Qu^Hon.  Were  these  acts  of  violence  calculated  to  have,  and  did  they  have,  any 
effect  upon  the  result  of  your  elections,  by  deterring  men  from  voting,  and  thereby 
producing  the  contest  which  subsequently  ensued  in  your  legislature  ? 

Answer.  In  my  judgment  they  di(l.  After  a  careful  examination,  as  one  of  the  counsel 
of  Governor  Smith,  the  then  governor  of  the  State,  he  became  satisfied,  as  did  also  his 
counsel,  that  a  great  many  men  had  been  prevented  from  voting  who  would  have  voted 
for  him,  and  also  for  other  republican  candidates,  had  it  not  been  for  the  fear  of  con- 
sequences to  them  personiilly ;  also  that  a  gi*eat  many  votes  had  been  thrown  out 
which  ought  to  have  been  received.  In  that  way  he  was  reported  to  have  lost  the 
eleetion  by  some  1,329  votes,  if  I  am  not  mistaken  ;  1  may  be  wrong  in  regard  to  the 
exact  number.  We  adviseu  him  to  file  a  bill.  However,  I  will  state  that  ever  since 
1319,  when  the  State  was  first  organized,  the  constitution  of  the  State  has  provided 
that  an  election  to  the  office  of  governor  may  be  contested  before  the  jreneral  assembly 
in  suck  manner  as  may  be  provided  for  by  law.  The  legislature  of  Alabama  has  never 
macle  provision  of  law  for  any  such  contests,  either  prior  to  the  war  or  subsequent  to 
it.    Tne  existing  constitution  adopted  in  1^,  put  in  operation  in  186b  rather^  was  in 
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that  reepect  the  same  as  the  constitution  of  1819,  with  this  additioD,  that  this  right  of 
contest  is  made  to  extend  to  other  State  oflQcers,  secretary  of  state,  treasurer,  comp- 
troller, attorney  generaJ,  &c.  Upon  an  examination  of  the  facts,  and  ascertaining  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner  what  he  could  prove,  the  governor  determined,  under  the 
advice  of  his  counsel,  to  file  a  hill  and  ohtain  an  injunction  staying  the  declaration  of 
the  result  of  the  election  as  to  governor  until  the  legislature  could  provide  by  law 
the  mode  of  contesting  that  election  as  secured  to  him  under  the  constitution.  He 
believed  that,  as  he  was  the  incumbent  of  the  office,  if  he  had  received  a  ma^jority  of 
the  legal  votes  cast,  he  was  not  bound  to  give  up  that  office  to  a  man  who  had  not 
received  a  majority  of  the  legal  votes,  and  permit  him  to  bo  inaugurated,  and  then 
resort  to  some  remedy  by  which  to  turn  him  out,  such  as  a  quo  toarranto,  or  anythiuic  of 
that  sort.  He  made  out  a  case  in  the  estimation  of  his  counsel  and  in  the  opiuiou  of 
the  judge  to  whom  it  was  presented,  duly  certified  to  by  affidavits,  amply  sufficient  to 
authorize  the  injunction  which  was  prayed  for ;  a  temporary  injunction  until,  as  the 
constitution  required,  legislation  could  be  provided,  and  which,  under  the  constitution, 
it  became  the  sworn  duty  of  the  legislature  to  provide ;  for  it  was  as  much  their  duty  to 
carry  out  the  constitution  as  it  was  the  duty  of  any  one  else. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Were  you  the  counsel  who  advised  that  f 

Anatcer.  1  was  one  of  the  counsijl ;  there  were  two  others.  Judge  Rice,  formerly  chief 
justice  of  the  State  for  many  years,  and  Mr.  Alexander  White,"  both  of  whom  are  very 
prominent  lawyers  in  our  State. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  such  an  injunction  issued  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  iiy unction  was  praye<l  for  against  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
eenat-e,  whose  dnty,  in  the  language  of  our  constitution,  it  is  to  open,  count,  and  declare 
the  vote  for  governor  ;  I  think  that  is  the  language.  The  then  presiding  officer  of  the 
senate  respected  the  injunction,  and  declined  to  declare  that  vote.  The  incumbent  of 
the  office  of  lieutenant  governor  having  died,  the  office  of  lieutenant  governor  wa8 
not  contested,  and  the  person  elected  being  clearly  entitled  to-  have  his  seat,  and  if 
not  properly  elected  it  could  only  be  inquired  into  by  a  quo  warranto j  the  vo^e  as  to 
him  was  declared  by  the  presiding  officer. of  the  senate,  and  he  was  sworn  into  office,  I 
think.  Thereupon  the  lieutenant  governor  said  he  would  pay  no  attention  to  the  in- 
junction. 

Question,  Under  your  constitution  he  became  then  the  presiding  officer  of  the  senate  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  by  virtue  of  being  inaugurated  lieutenant  governor  of  the  State, 
he  became  presiding  officer  of  the  senate  ex-officio.  '  • 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Have  you  ever  seen  or  heard  of  any  precedents  authorizing  an  injunction 
against  the  supreme  legislative  authority  of  any  State  government  t 

Answer.  This  was  not  against  the  supreme  legislative  authority,  but  against  a  presid- 
ing officer  performing  a  mere  ministerial  duty,  without  any  discretion  being  vested 
in  him.  We  examined  that  question  very  carefully,  and  or  course  with  reference  to 
that  particular  phase  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  find  any  authority  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  we  found  a  great  many,  and  according  to  the  authorities,  if  the 
functions  were  of  a  judicial  character,  or  if  there  was  to  be  in  the  premises  any  ex«»r- 
cise  of  any  discretion,  tUen  an  injunction  will  not  issue,  for  the  authorities  say  the 
court  will  not  undertake  to  control  the  discretion  of  an  officer.  But  when  the  dutie*^ 
of  an  officer  are  clearly  ministerial,  as  the  counting  of  vot-es  and  declaring  the  ixisult  of 
an  election,  the  authorities  are  numerous  going  to  show  that  the  court  will  interfere  • 
that  wliere  the  right  to  office  and  the  right  to  contest  it  are  united  in  the  same  inctim- 
bent,  and  the  legislature  have  not  provided  the  means  whereby  he  can  do  so,  the  oox:rt 
would  ^ant  a  temporary  injunction  until  that  legislation  was  funiished. 

Question.  1  do  not  wish  to  make  any  argument,  merely  to  obtain  the  facts. 

Ansioer.  I  merely  wish  to  state  the  ground  on  which  we  advised  our  client.  The 
lieutfenant  governor  having  been  inaugurated,  sent  to  the  office  of  tlie  secretary  of 
state  for  the  returns  of  the  votes,  opened  the  seals,  and  declared  the  result.  From  that 
lime  Governor  Lindsay  claimed  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  office,  and  demanded  it  of 
Governor  Smith.  A  public  meeting  was  called  by  the  friends  of  Governor  Lindsay, 
and  speeches  were  made  in  which  the  people  were  advised  to  disregard  the  injunction 
of  the  supreme  court  jud^e,  and  to  disregard  the  whole  proceeding,  but  to  do  it  with 
as  little  violence  as  possible.  The  popular  mind  became  very  much  exercised,  very 
*jauch  disturbed.  A  great  many  people  came  in  from  a  distance ;  they  were  seen  to 
have  arms  on  their  persons :  nearly  everj-  one  was  armed  with  a  revolver,  a  belt  aroniid 
him,  and  in  a  sheath  suspended  to  the  belt  the  revolver  was  carried,  or  it  was  carried  in  a 
pocket  so  as  to  be  plainly  visible.  I  saw  a  great  many  persons  wt-aring  them  in  th^t 
way.    We  have  a  provision  in  our  code  in  Alabama  by  which  a  man,  who,  as  an  officer. 
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claimp  that  ho  has  a  right  to  certain  books  and  papers,  may  take  a  summary  proceed- 
ing for  the  pnrpose  of  obtaining  the  books  and  papers  that  belong  to  the  omce.  Gov- 
ernor Lindsay",  under  a  process  issued  at  his  instance  and  in  his  name,  I  believe  by  one 
James  ,Q.  Sm^th,  who  is  an  acting  circuit  court  judge  in  our  State,  required  William  H. 
Smith  to  deliver  up  certain  books  and  papers  and  furniture  in  the  two  rooms  occupied 
by  the  executive  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  also  the  two  rooms  in  one  of  the  wings 
01  the  capitol. 

By  the  Ohaibman  :  • 

(Question,  The  executive  chamber  and  its  furniture  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  two  rooms.  The  governor  was  required  to  appear  in  person  before 
this  indge  at  the  court-house  in  Montgomery  County  and  make  answer,  \yithin  a  very 
brief  space  of  time,  a  few  hours  only.  Judge  Rice  appeared  for  him,  but  the  presiding 
judge  said  he  would  not  hear  him,  unless  his  client  appeared.  His  client  accordingly 
went  down  there.  The  court-house  was  densely  packed.  The  trial  proceeded,  but  no 
dicisioD  was  arrived  at  at  that  time.  It  was  then  late  in  the  afternoon.  The  case  came 
up  again  the  next  day,  and  the  result  was  that  Governor  Smith,  as  he  said  in  a  card 
wnich  he  caused  to  bo  published,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  the  peace  of  the  community 
and  avoiding  serious  troubles,  abandoned  the  oflBce  of  governor,  withdrew  from  the 
contest  and  permitted  Robert  Bums  Lindsay  to  take  possession  of  the  ofiQcc,  which  he 
did  immediately.  The  card  of  Governor  Smith  was  published  at  the  time  in  the 
newspapers. 

QifestioN.  What  was  there,  so  far  as  you  know  yourself,  to  give  rise  to  any  apprehen- 
aion  of  violence  t 

Answer,  I  was  not  in  the  court-room  myself,  and  therefore  cannot  speak  from  per- 
sonal knowledge.  But  I  understood  from  Governor  Smith  and  from  others  that  the 
court-room,  patrticularly  in  the  rear  of  Governor  Smith's  seat,  was  densely  pa<;ked  by 
a  body  of  men  who  were  strangers  in  the  communitv,  and  who  had  arms  on  their  per- 
Bons,  as  I  have  described,  revolvers,  who  quietly  took  their  seats  on  each  day  when  tho 
coort  met.  The  Governor  felt  that  if  he  persisted  in  asserting  his  right  before  the 
courts  to  the  office,  there  was  great  danger  that  there  would  bo  a  popular  outbreak  of 
some  kind :  the  extent  of  which,  and  the  character  of  the  violence  which  mi^ht  result 
he  did  not  know.  But  ho  wished,  at  all  events,  to  avoid  violence  and  bloodsned ;  that 
is  the  reason  why  ho  actually  gave  up  the  contest. 
Question.  Did  ^ou  yourself  see  persons  in  town  armed  as  you  have  described  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  many  persons.  ^ 

Question,  Did  the  proceeding  end  there  t 

An^^'.  Yes  sir,  so  far  as  I  know ;  my  functions  in  connection  with  it  were  at  an  end. 
Question,  Has  there  since  been  made  in  the  legislature  of  Alabama  any  provision  to 
enable  him  to  contest  the  election  ? 
Answer.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of.        ' 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  session  of  the  legislature  gince  T  » 
Answer,  The  legislature  was  in  session  at  that  time,  and  remained  in  session  for  a\«;ng 
time  s^erward.  The  treasurer  of  the  State  was  also  a  candidate  for  reelection  at  the 
last  fall  election  )  he  had  also  filed  a  bill  and  obtained  an  injunction.  When  Governor 
Smith  decided  to  abandon  his  case  tho  treasurer  also  abandoned  his  case,  and  his  oppo- 
nent took  possession  of  the  office,  notwithstanding  there  was  a  similar  injunction 
against  the  counting  of  the  vote  for  treasurer. 

Q^estion.  Then,  with  tho  allegation  made,  whether  well  founded  or  not,  that  an  elec- 
tion has  been  carried  by  means  of  violence  and  fraud,  you  have  no  means  provided  of 
pterin inin^  whether  that  allegation  is  true  or  untrue  ? 

Ansiwer,  Wot  in  the  case  of  the  office  of  governor  or  any  other  officer  elected  by  a 
general  vote  of  the  State  \  no  provision  has  yet  been  made.  These  injunctions  were 
obtained  for  a  temporary  purpose,  in  order  to  enable  the  provision  to  be  made  which 
the  constitution  required. 

Qttesiifin,  Was  any  motion  made  in  -the  legislature  to  provide  a  mode'  for  contesting 
the  election  in  that  case  f 
Amswer,  I  am  not  able  to  say  how  that  was. 

Question,  What  effect  has  this  had  upon  the  sense  of  security  enjoyed  by  the  people 
of  the  State? 

Answer.  I  think  the  democrats  profess  to  feel  very  much  more  secure ;  I  think  the 
republicans  feel  decidcdlv  less  secure.    If  it  had  not  been  for  the  legislation  of  Con. 
^t&m  to  which  I  have  reierrc»d,  I  think  their  insecurity  would  have  been  clearly  man 
'liested  before  this  time. 

Question.  From  your  own  knowledge  of  that  case,  derived  from  your  examination  of 
it  as  counsel  for  the  governor,  will  you  state  here  as  a  witness,  without  regard  to  your 
pro&s&ionsU  opinion,  whether  it  is  your  belief  that  good  ground  existed  for  making 
sucn  a  contest  on  his  part  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  there  was  good  ground  for  it ;  I  believe  the  violence  that 
w«a  ptacticed  in  the  counties  of  Greene,  Sumter,  and  Marengo  was  sufficient  alone  to 
change  the  result  of  the  election  in  that  State. 
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Question.  The  result  as  to  governor  f 
Anstoer.  As  to  governor  and  others. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

QuesHan.  What  was  the  nominal  msgority  for  Lindsay  as  governor  ? 

Anstcer.  1  think,  as  reported,  it  was  about  1,329;  I  may  be  mistaken  as  to  the  exact 
number.  In  the  county  of  Russell,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  State,  there  was  a  ma- 
jority of  thirteen  or  fourteen  hundred  votes  in  favor  of  the  republican  ticket.  That 
vote,  however,  was  thrown  out  entirely ;  that  is  to  say,  it  was  thiown  out  in  this  way  : 
the  sheriff  and  clerk  were  democrats  ;  and  the  judge  of  probate  court  was  a  repub- 
lican ;  those  three  officers  constituted  the  certifying  or  supervising  board,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  certify  the  vote.  The  judge  of  probate  certified  the  votes,  or  was  wiUiug  U> 
do  so,  but,  as  I  understand,  the  other  two  officers  declined  to  do  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  So  that  there  was  no  return  at  all  from  that  county? 

Answer.  None,  in  making  up  the  vote.  The  rejection  of  that  vote,  its  being  left  out 
entirely,  was  one  of  the  allegations  in  the  bill,  if  I  am  not  mistaken.  Then  in  auother 
county,  at  one  poll,  where  several  hundred  republicans  attended  to  vote,  freedmcn,  the 
poll  was  not  opened. 

QuesUbn.  Without  going  into  details^  I  will  ask  jron  to  state  if  you  believe,  from  your 
examination,  that  sufficient  ground  existed  to  entitle  Governor  Smith  to  claiui  that  the 
subject  should  be  investigated  and  a  contest  madef 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  1  state  here  as  a  witness^  not  merely  as  counsel,  that  I  believe  there 
was  full  ground  for  investigating  that  election,  and  that  it  should  be  done. 

Question.  If  the  ground  taken  by  you  had  been  sustained,  what  effect  would  it  have 
had  upon  the  majority  in  the  legislature  f 

Answer.  It  would  have  changeid  that  as  a  matter  of  course. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Outside  of  any  provision  of  your  constitution,  for  I  do  not  know  what  that  is, 
is  not  the  ordinary  way  of  contesting  an  election  of  governor  upon  the  question  of 
counting  out  before  the  legislative  body,  of  the  State  ? 

Answer,  We  have  no  mc3e  of  contesting  an  election  to  the  office  of  governor  at  all. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  in  Alabama,  or  m  other  States  ? 

Answer.  In  Alabama. ,  Ij/ho  provision  of  our  State  is  that  an  election  to  the  office  of 
governor  shall  be  or  may  be,  I  do  not  recollect  which  word  is  used,  contested 
before  the  general  assembly  in  the  manner  provided  by  law.  ) 

Question.  That  is  in  your  constitution  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  has  been  since  1819,  The  only'difference  in  that  respect,  between 
the  existing  constitution  and  the  first  one.  is  that  the  right  to  contest  is  extended  t-o 
the  secretarj'  of  state,  treasurer,  comptroller,  &c.,  because  they  are  now  elected  by  a 
general  ticket  system,  whereas  heretofore  they  were  always  elected  by  the  legislature. 

Question.  Now,  having  made  that  statement,  and  that  is  in  accordance  with  my 
recollection,  I  would  ask,  as  a  matter  of  curiosity  merely,  where  you  find  authority, 
under  such  a  constitutional  provision  as  that,  to  go  to  the  courts  for  an  injunction  to 
set  aside  the  proceedings  of  a  legislative  examination  and  declaration  of  the  vote  for 
governor  ? 

Answer,  Where  did  we  find  the  authority  f 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  I  sjieak  now  from  memory  :  if  I  had  my  brief  I  could  give  my  authoiities  to 
you  in  detail.  One  case  will  be  found  in  Barr^s  Irennsylvania  Reports,  on  the  power 
of  the  courts  to  protect  every  citizen  in  his  rights,  whether  he  be  a  natural  or  an  arti- 
ficial one. 

By  the  CHAiitkAN :  .        . 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  name  of  that  case  f 

Ansu^er.  I  cannot  i-ecollect  the  name  of  that  case,  but  it  was  in  47  Barr*s  Reports. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Did  it  apply  to  this  case  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  did  in  principle ;  I  will  state  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Question.  I  do  not  wish  to  consume  the  time  of  the  committee  by  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  the  case. 

Answer,  We  found  cases  of  this  sort,  authorities  in  various  States  of  the  Union  ;  if 
you  will  permit  me  to  state  the  references  as  I  recollect  from  memory,  tbey  will  be 
found  in  some  work  on  constitutional  limitations ;  I  cannot  recollect  now  the  name  oC 
the  author,  but  the  work  is  in  the  library  of  the  Supreme  Court  here.  The  authoritiea 
on  the  subject  are  pretty  well  collated  in  that  work. 

Question,  Did  you  find  any  case  where  the  Supremo  Court  undertook  to  stay  tte 
action  of  the  supreme  legislative  power  of  the  Government  f 
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An6wer.  If  you  mean  by  that  whether  we  fonnd  a  case  in  which  the  courts  claimed 
the  right  to  stay  the  action  of  a  party  claiming  the  office  until  the  party  in  possession 
can  have  the  benefit  of  legislation,  such  as  the  law  contemplates,  to  enable  him  to 
contest  it,  the  nearest  we  came  to  it  is  a  case  in  which  a  corporation  was  required  to 
do  certain  things;  and  the  supreme  court  of  one  of  the  Northwestern  States  held  that 
the  court  had  that  power. 

Qitesthn,  I  have  no  doubt  they  have  in  regard  to  corporate  bodies  or  local  authorities ; 
bnt  I  would  like  to  see  the  authority,  the  eoustitntjon  providing  a  mode  of  contesting 
fl  governor's  election  by  the  supreme  legislative  authority,  where  you  find  the  power 
given  to  a  court  to  interfere  by  an  injunction,  so  far  as  the  supreme  sovereign  legisla- 
tive authority  of  ♦he  State  is  concerned. 

Anmcer,  The  language  of  our  constitution  is  to  the  effect  that  it  is  made  the  duty  of 
the  presiding  officer  of  the  senate  to  opeh,  count,  and  declare  the  votes  for  the  election 
of  governor  in  the  presence  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  two  houses  of  the  legis- 
lature ;  that  is  the  ver^'  language  used ;  the  legislature,  as  a  legislature,  has  nothing 
in  the  world  to  do  with  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qiteation,  Taking  into  consideration  the  tone  of  public  sentiment  as  prevailing  in  the 
%thte  of  Alabama,  or  in  portions  of  that  State,  I  will  ask  you  if  persons  are  free  to  go 
into  those  portions  of  the  State  and  express  their  political  opinions  and  advocate  them 
fiwly,  or  is  there  proscription  f 

Answer.  They  are  free  to  do  so  if  they  are  willing  to  risk  the  consequences. 

Qufstion,  What  I  mean  is,  may  they  do  it  with  personal  security  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

QuesUan,  To  what  portions  of  the  State  would  you  apply  that  remark  ? 

Answer,  I  eould  not  undertake  to  designate  any  particular  locality  in  the  State  of 
Alabama  in  which  a  man  would  be  safe  to  get  up  and  give  notice  that  he  wished  to 
advocate  republican  prindplea,  and  where  he  would  be  safe  from  insult  and  perhaps 
violence.  K  it  was  known  that  a  distinguished  man  from  abroad  was  about  to  visit 
tiie  State  for  the  purpose  of  speaking  in  behalf  of  the  re{)ublican  cause,  it  is  probable 
tiiat  he  would  be  unmolested  now.  I  do  not  know  certainly  that  any  man  would  be 
molested,  bnt  I  do  not  think  a  man  could  announce  a  speech  at  Mobile,  Montgomery, 
Tuscaloosa,  or  even  in  my  own  town,  in  behalf  of  republican  principles,  without  its 
producing  very  great  excitement.    I  think  there  is  very  little  freedom  of  discussion. 

Question,  Can  a  man,  cither  a  native  of  the  State,  a  long  resident,  or  one  who  has 
remo\'ed  from  the  North  and  settled  there,  publicly  advocate  the  right  of  the  negro  to 
suffrage  and  to  protection  in  his  civil  rights,  and  still  preserve  in  the  State  his  social 
and  political  status  f 

Anstcer.  His  doing  that  would  affect  him  to  some  extent,  b<it  how  far  I  cannot  say. 
There  are  a  great  many  men  who  would  feel,  such  is  their  detestation  of  negro 
suffrage,  especially  of  negro  suffrage  and  the  right  of  the  negro  to  sit  in  the  jury-box, 
and  to  hold  offices,  and  even  seats  on  the  judges'  bench,  that  they  cannot  have  any 
t<^eration  for  a  man  who  entertains  those  views,  whether  he  advocated  them  in  the 
beginning  or  not ;  if  he  acquiesces  in  them  now,  and  proposes  to  advocate  acquiescence 
in  them  aa  a  republican,  in  my  judgment  he  is  bound  to  feel  the  effect  of  that  upon 
himself,  more  or  less,  in  his  person^  and  social  relations. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  How  about  his  business  relations  1 

Answer,  To  some  extent  tt  would  have  its  effect  upon  them  also,  just  in  proportion 
to  men's  necessities.  SOTbetimes  it  is  more  marked  than  at  othei-a.  I  have  heard 
several  gentlemen  in  my  State  say  that  it  has  affecte<l  them  very  seriously. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

QuestUm,  Does  this  arise  from  a  conviction  that  the  institutions  of  the  country  are 
unsafe  m  the  hands  of  an  ignorant  class  of  people,  easily  led  by  a  few  demagogues  ? 

Answer,  I  think  that  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  The  people  there  see  that  this  class  of  persons  who  have  been  enfranchised 
by  act  of  Congress,  affirmed  by  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  are  really  unfitted 
by  their  condition  of  life,  their  want  of  information  and  knowledge,  to  exercise  those 
minchiaes  ? 

Anstoer.  They  think  all  that. 

Question.  Do  they  not  have  good  reason  to  think  so  t 

Answer,  I  think  so :  I  thought  it  was  unwise  to  make  the  negroes  voters,  particularly 
in  mass.  My  own  conviction  waa  that  in  a  popular  government  where  two  races  exist 
who  ai«  so  different,  from  any  cause,  that  they  cannot  mingle  in  marriage  and  become 
one,  the  exercise  of  political  power  must  bo  confined  to  one  or  the  other  of  those  races, 
if  wo  wisb  to  have  peace  and  Kecurity;  that  when  political  power  is  placed  iu  the 
bandit  of  races  who  cannot  in  that  way  become  one,  sill  history  shows  that  the  dividing 
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line  is  very  apt  to  continue  in  snch  a  marked  way  as  to  render  it  difficnlt  to  preserve 
the  peace,  and  have  anything  like  a  systematic  policy  of  government. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Now  if  you  add  to  that  clear,  philosophic,  political  statement  the  faot,  if  it 
is  a  fact,  that  the  right  of  suffrage  has  been  forced  upon  the  people,  would  not  that 
tend  still  more  to  as^ravation ;  forced  upon  them  by  some  superior  power  like  the 
Federal  Government  T 

Answer.  If,  for  instance,  the  people  of  Alabama  had  themselves  conferred  su€Bra|;e  oa 
the  ne^o  they  would  have  had  no  right  to  complain,  except  of  their  folly  in  doing 
so,  if  they  found  it  did  not  work  well.  The  fact  that  negro  suffrage  was  made,  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  a  condition  of  political  reconstruction,  has  cer- 
tainly not  tended  to  reconcile  the  people  to  thart  state  of  things. 

Question,  Would  you  not  be  better  satisfied  with  the  converse  of  the  proposition :  that 
it  has  really  provoked  and  irritated  the  people! 

Answer.  My  own  judgment  is  that  it  has.  But  the  thing  has  been  done,  and  the 
question  is  now,  how  shall  we  get  along  with  it  ?  How  it  may  bo  in  other  States  I  will 
not  undertake  to  say.  But  with  reference  to  our  pwn  State,  so  far  as  I  understand  it, 
we  think  that  as  it  is  settled  that  the  negro  is  to  he  a  voter,  and  is  free,  and  free  cer- 
tainly by  our  own  act,  for  in  Alabama  we  indorsed  his  freedom  in  the  convention  of 
1865,'which  was  a  white  man's  convention,  entirely  based  upon  white  man's  suffra^, 
no  negro  voting  in  the  election,  nor  was  he  invited  to  vote 

Question.  We  are  not  hero  to  enter  into  an  argument  as  to  what  would  be  the  better 
pohcy,  but  to  find  out  the  cause  for  tlie  existing  state  of  thin^  in  the  country. 

Ansicer.  The  negro  was  made  a  voter  in  Alabama  against  tiie  consent  and  views  of 
what  is  best  of  the  great  body  of  the  white  people  of  the  State.  Now  that  he  is  made 
a  voter,  the  republican  party  wish  to  educate  the  negro  as  well  as  the  white  child,  imd 
fit  him  for  the  duties  of  his  new  position.  As  I  understand  it,  the  d«;mocratic  party  is 
bitterly  opposed,  not  only  to  the  negro's  voting,  but  to  his  education.  T^ere  are  some 
reasons  why  they  might  oppose  education  on  such  a  Mberal  basis  of  expenditure  grow- 
ing out  of  our  poverty,  which  reasons  are  peculiar  to  our  present  condition.  But  the 
great  difference  between  the  two  parties,  as  I  understand  it,  is  this:  The  one  proi)ose8 
to  educate  the  negro  and  make  the  best  of  his  capacity,  whatever  it  may  be;  the  other 
is  not  in  favor  of  doing  so. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

QtiesUon.  In  addition  to  the  facts  you  have  stated  in  reference  to  the  hostility  of  the 
white  race  as  a  general  thing,  in  your  State,  to  negro  suffrage,  is  it  not  true  that  tbeee 
negroes  have  been  banded  together  in  leagues  by  men,  as  a  general  thing,  of  very  little 
character,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  office  for  themselves  f  Is  that  not  another  rea- 
son for  the  hostility  felt  by  the  white  people  at  large  against  negro  suffrage  as  it  is  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  know  personally,  the  negroes  have  not  been,  so  organized.  I  have 
understood  that  there  were  Union  leagues,  and  that  colored  men  were  members  of 
them ;  but  I  only  know  it  from  hearsay.'  I  am  not  a  member  of  one,  and  never  have 
been. 

Question.  You  know  it  upon  evidence  that  is  quite  as  good  as  that  upon  which  yon 
stated  the  existence  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  because  that  was  the  sworn  testimony  of  a  ivitness,  who,  as  I  ha-ve 
since  learned,  was  very  fully  corroborated  by  other  witnesses  in  what  he  said ;  other 
witnesses  who  were  then  being  examined  before  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of 
North  Carolina,  which  court  was  then  investigating  the  murder  of  a  man  by  this  or- 
ganizatioif.  At  the  time  this  witness,  Force,  cave  his  testimmiy,  I  did  not  know  how- 
much  weight  and  credence  to  give  it ;  but  I  nave  since  become  satisfied  that  he  told 
the  truth  m  respect  to  that  organization. 

Question.  Do  you  believe,  from  what  you  have  heard  and  what  you  yourself  have 
observed,  that  there  is  such  an  organization  as  the  loyal  league  among  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  Vrom  what  I  have  heara  \  do. 

Question.  You  do  believe  it  f  • 

Answer.  I  believe  it,  simply  because  I  have  heard  it  so  stated ;  that  is,  the  Union 
league,  not  the  loyal  league.  The  Union  league  is  the  one  1  refer  to ;  I  never  heard 
particularly  about  a  loyal  league.    I  have  understood  there  was  a  Union  league. 

Question.  Do  the  negroes,  as  a  general  thing,  act  together  compactly  upon  political 
matters,  as  men  would  who  had  been  organized  for  the  purpose  ? 

Answer,  Well,  when  they  are  not  intimidated,  so  far  as  I  know,  they  generally  vote 
the  republican  ticket,  notwithstanding  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  telling  them — 
when  I  say  "we"  I  mean  the  white  people  of  the  State — that  they  ought  to  consider 
their  old  masters  their  best  friends.  According  to  my  observation,  the  negroes  will" 
trust  their  old  masters,  with  regard  to  any  matters  oi  business,  just  as  implicitly  aa 
one  man  can  trust  another ;  but  when  they  come  to  politics  they  generally  seem  not  to 
have  much  faith  in  us ;  they  think  we  did  not  set  them  free  or  give  them  the  right  to 
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\ote,  but  did  all  we  could  to  prevent  them  from  being  free  and  having  the  right  to 
vote.  I  certainly  opposed  their  having  the  right  to  vote,  not  for  the  purpose  of  crush- 
ing  tbem,  but  to  prevent  them  from  crushing  us.  They  do  not  thinK  we  are  sincere, 
an<l  we  have  never  been  able  to  convince  them  that  we  are  sincere  in  our  professions 
of  friendship  for  them  in  regard  to  political  matters ;  they  have  the  idea  that  they  are 
free,  and  voters,  in  spite  of  all  we  could  do  to  prevent  it.  Naturally,  if  leQ;  alone,  they 
will  vote  with  the  republicans.  If  they  are  told,  "  Yon  shall  not  have  this  land  unless 
you  vote  the  way  I  want  you  to  vote,"  or,  "If  you  do  vote  that  way  the  Ku-Klux  will 
grt  after  you,"  it  will  influence  some  of  them.  Some  of  them,  too,  are  influenced  by 
9ie  kindness  of  their  former  masters  and  present  friends ;'  for  I  do  not  pretend  to  say, 
and  I  do  not  say,  that  there  are  not  as  many  evidences  of  kiuc^iesH  on  the  part  of  the 
former  master  toward  the  man  now  free,  who  was  his  former  slave,  as  you  could 
reasonably. expect,  when  you  take  into  consideration  his  impoverished  condition  and 
theirs  also.  I  think  we  have  had  bad  white  men ;  I  do  not  know  any  community  iu 
which  there  are  not  bad  white  men ;  and  bad  white  men  in  both  x>olitical  parties.  But 
I  «n  glad  to  believe  that  there  are  good  men  iu  both  political  x)arties.  I  think  the 
geneial  reason  why  the  negro  chooses  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  is  because  he  knows 
tliat  the  republican  party  set  him  free,  gave  him  the  right  to  vote,  and  wishes  to  edu- 
cate his  children  in  order  to  fit  them  for  the  duties  of  their  new  condition.  General 
Grant,  in  bis  proclamation  declaring  the  adoption  of  the  fifteenth  amendment,  quoted 
from  Washington's  Farewell  Address  on  the  imx)ortance  of  educating  the  children  of  the 
land. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Do  vou  suppose  that  General  Washington  had  in  view  particularly  the  black 
children  when  ne  wrote  that  part  of  his  address,  or  that  Hamilton  had  when  he  wrote 
it  for  him  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  but  if  it  is  necessary  to  ediicate  white  children,  with  all  the 
advantages  they  have  of  family  descent  and  surroundings,  it  certainly  is  necessary  to 
educate  tho  negro  child,  if  you  wish  him  to  be  a  good  and  industrious  citizen. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

(Question,  You  suppose  that  Washington  had  refereuce  to  all  voters  T 
Answer,  I  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Blair  :  / 

QuesUon,  You  made  the  remark  in  your  testimon^^  that  if  this  decision  iu  reference  to 
the  governor's  election  had  been  obtained,  and  was  such  as  you  contended  for,  it  would 
have  changed  the  m^jority  in  the  legislature  ? 

Answer.  It  is  jiroper  that  I  should  explain  what  I  meant  in  this  way ;  as  the  returns 
show,  it  waa  a  little  doubtful  which  party  had  the  majority  in  the  legislature.  The  senate 
was  largely  republican ;  there  were  no  senators  elected  at  that  election ;  the  only  mem- 
bers of  tne  legislature  then  elecij^d  were  members  of  the  house.  It  was  exceedingly'doubt- 
ftil  which  party  had  the  majority.  The  democrats,  however,  when  they  got  the  organ- 
ization, proceeded  at  once  to  contest  out  two  republicans  from  Talladega,  and  a  dem- 
oecatic  member  was  permitted  to  take  his  seat  from  Bondolph,  I  think  it  was;  at  any 
rate  they  got  the  majority.  But  if  the  returns  had  come  in  from  all  the  counties,  I 
think  that  instead  of  democratic  members  from  several  counties  there  would  have  been 
lepoblican  members  returned ;  provided  all  tho  legal  voters  in  the  county  who  wanted 
to  vot^,  and  who  attended  with  a  view  to  v(rte,  had  been  permitted  to  vo^e,  and  their 
Votes  had  been  certified  according  to  law. 

*  Q,HestiQti.  Does  not  your  constitution  provide  that  each  house  shall  be  the  judge  of  the 
ejection,  returns,  and  qualification  of  its  own  members  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  If  Governor  Smith  had  been  declared  by  the  legislature  entitled  to  the  office 
of  governor  had  there  been  a  law  in  reference  to  it,  by  throwing  out  certain  votes  and 
counting  othef  votes,  how  could  that  possibly  have  affected  the  result  in  reference  to  the 
election  of  members  of  the  legislature,  except,  perhaps,  by  producing  evidence  which 
would  have  been  acted  upon  by  the  legislature  Itself,  each  branch  of  it  for  itself? 

4»«irer.  My  understanding  is  this,  that  the  allegations  of  the  bill  being  proven,  it 
would  have  shown  a  state  or  the  polls  which  woula  have  entitled  several  republicans 
to  seats  in  that  body,  who  did  not  get  seats  there,  but  in  w^ose  places  democrats  did 
obtain  seats.  Whether  they  would  nave  obtained  them  or  not  is  another  thing.  That 
ia  the  idea  which  the  facts  of  that  bill  present  very  fully. 

Question.  You  say  that  there  were  no  elections  of  senators  in  that  election.  What  was 
tjio  reason  for  that?  Does  not  your  constitution  provide  that  senators  shall  be  classi- 
fied and  a  certain  number  go  out  every  year?  And  was  that  constitutional  provision 
observed  iu  the  senate? 

Answer.  The  senate  say  they  did  observe  the  constitution. 

Question,  You  say  there  were  no  elections  for  senators? 
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Ansiver.  The  senate  is  the  jud^e  of  the  election,  retnniB,  and  qnaUfications  of  its  own 
members.  ' 

Question.  In  the  same  sense,  the  honsewasthe  jadgeof  the  election  and  qnaliiication 
of  its  own  members? 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questiati,  And  yet  yon  undertake  here,  as  a  witness,  to  say  Xhat  there  were  seTcral 
republicans  who  ought  to -have  been  seated  in  the  house,  and  who  were  not  allowed 
to  take  their  seats  T 

Ansicer.  I  say  that  if  the  allegations  of  that  bill  had  been  proven,  that  evideuco 
would  have  showTi  that  several  Tepublican  members  were  entitled  to  seats  who  did 
not  obtain  them,  and  ia  whose  place  democrats  did  obtain  seats. 

Question.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  house,  which  was  the  judge  of  the  elec-> 
tion,  returns,  and  qualification  of  its  own  members,  determined  otherwise  T  • 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  judgment. 

Question,  Now,  what  was  the  provision  of  your  constitution  in  reference  to  the  elec- 
tion of  senators? 

Answer,  I  cannot  give  the  exact  language ;  but  my  recollection  is  that  the  senators 
were  to  be  classified  after  the  apportionment ;  that  then  a  certain  uumber  were  to  go 
out  every  two  years,  I  think  ;  I  am  not  now  very  clear  as  to  the  time  they  were  to  go 
out ;  but  the  classification  was  to  take  place  under  the  next  apportionment.  Those 
who  held  that  the  senate  ought  to  have  made  this  classification  so  as  to  have  brought 
on  an  election  for  a  certain  portion  of  the  senators  at  the  last  election 

QuestUm.  One-half  of  them? 

Answer.  One-hidf  of  them^  I  believe.  Those  who  held  that,  say  that  the  ap|)ortio]i- 
ment  referred  to  in  the  provision  of  the  constitution  i^as  the  apportionment  which  was 
then  made;  those  who  took  the  other  view, •as  I  understand  it,  held  that  the  appor- 
tionment referred  to  was  an  apportionment  to  be  made  under  the  census,  which  was  to  be 
taken  in  the  State,  as  provided  for  by  the  State  constitution,  and  which  is  to  be  taken, 
I  think,  every  ten  years. 

Question,  Did  not  the  constitution  of  the  State  provide  that  the  term  of  a  senator 
should  be  four  years  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so. 

Question,  If  the  apportionment  and  the  classification  do  not  take  place  until  the  tiiue 
contended  for  by  those  who  refuse  to  make  the  classification,  will  there  not  be  certain 
senators  who  will  hold  their  seats  for  six  years  ? 

Answer,  1  think  so. 

Q^uesthn,  Is  not  that  a  palpable  violation  of  the  constitution,  one  which  will  enable 
one-half  of  these  senators  to  hold  their  seats  for  six  instead  of  four  years  ? 

Ansicer.  Ordinarily  it  would  be,  but  the  constitution  of  Alabama  did  not  go  into 
operation  immediately,  on  the  election  by  the  p^plo  of  Alabama,  even  if  the  people  of 
Bahama  had  voted  in  favor  of  it  by  a  m^ority. 

Question.  Which  they  did  not  do  I 

Answer.  They  did  not  do  that.  In  any  event  that  cofistitution  was  to  be  submitted 
to  Concress,  and  the  vote  in  regard  to  it  also  was  to  be  submitted  to  Congress.  And 
wh6n  Congress  decided,  and  not  until  Congress  did  decide,  was  that  constitution  to  go 
into  operation.  Congress  did  no't  make  that  decision  until  some  time  in  May,  I  think, 
some  time  prior  to  the  20th  of  July,  1868.  The  military  authorities  under  whose  auspices 
and  authority,  or  rather  protection  and  supervision,  the  election  under  that  constitution 
was  held,  reported  a  vote  of  some  thousands  less  than  a  mtgority  of  the  registered 
voters  in  the  State.  The  act  of  Congress  provided  that  a  majority  of  the  registered^ 
voters  of  the  State  should  vote  at  that  election ;  the  military  authorities  reported  that 
a  majority  of  registered  voters  had  not  voted  at  that  election.  During  all  this  time,' 
the  constitution  and  the  oflScers  elected  under  it  were  in  abeyance,  or  at  least  not  in 
active  operation.  There  is  an  ordinance  of  the  convention  of  Alabama  which  framed 
this  constitution  which  went  on  to  provide  how  the  officers  should  hold  their  offices, 
and  at  what  time  the  terms  should  begin  to  run.  That  ordinance  was  of  equal  dignity 
with  the  constitution  itself,  so  far  as  the  authority  from  which  it  emanated  was  con- 
cerned. If  I  recollect  it  correctly,  that  ordinance  provides  that  the  terms  of  office  of 
most  of  the  officers  therein  named  should  commence  to  run  from  the  next  general 
election. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  The  next  general  election  provided  in  the  constitution  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  the  provision  in  respect  to  senators,  it  is  contended,  does  not  jfiall 
within  that  classification,  because  in  that  ordinance  certain  officers  are  named ;  and 
in  the  inclusion  of  some  and  the  exclusion  of  others  that  rule  is  held  to  api)ly. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  uncertainty  about  the  majority  in  the  legislature :  and 
you  said  that  the  majority  in  the  house  depended  upon  certain  districts.  Did  you  not 
intend  to  be  understood  as  meaning  that  it  required  the  addition  of  those  members 
♦o  give  a  m^ority  of  the  legislature  on  joint  ballot ;  that  is  to  say,  to  enable  the  ma- 
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jority  which  the  democrats  had  in  the  house  to  overcome  the  entire  body  of  the  senate, 
which  I  nnderotand  is  republican  f 

Answfr.  The  senate  is  not  entirely  republican,  there  are  some  few  democrats. 

Question.  Was  that  not  the  understanding  which  you  intended  to  convey  f 

Answer.  I  meant  to  say  simply  what  1  have  said  ;  that  if  t|ie  allegations  of  Governor 
Smith's  bill  were  proven,  as  we  had  reason  to  believe  we  could  prove  them,  it  would 
show  such  a  vote  in  several  counties  in  various  portions  of  the  State  as  would  entitle 
.  repnblicans  instead  of  democrats  to  scats  in  the  legislature. 

Question.  A  certain  number  of  them  T 

Jnmcer.  I  cannot  say>he  number,  but  several  of  them. 

Question.  The  fact  is  that  the  democrat  majority  in  the  lower  house  was  lav^o  enough 
to  overcome  the  republican  majority  in  the  senate  on  joint  ballot,  that  the  entire  senate 
held  over  and  there  was  no  election  for  the  senate. 

Answer.  It  is  the  fact  that  the  entire  senate  held  over,  and  there  was  no  election  for 
senators. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Quetiion.  Did  the  prayer  of  the  bill  require  a  reorganization  of  the  legislature  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  that  as  evidence. 

Answer.  Showing  that  in  regard  to  the  election  of  governor,  would  necessarily  show 
if  violence  and  intimidation  were  exercised  to  such  an  extent  as  the  bill  charged,  and 
men  were  deterred  from  voting  for  him  as  governor;  showing  that  would  necessarily 
show  til  at  a  number  of  thousands  of  votes  were  lost  to  the  State  for  the  republican 
party.    Whether  that  could  hav^been  proven  is,  of  course,  a  question. 

Question.  Was  there  any  contest  in  the  house  of  representatives  as  to  those  members 
who  have  been  affected  by  these  votes  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  was  no  chance  for  it,  and  two  members  from  Talladega  who 
were  in  conld  not  retain  their  seats.  • 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  In  giving  an  account  of  this  contest  for  governor,  I  think  you  omitted  to 
meutioD,  what  I  have  seen  stated  as  a  fEbct,  that  Governor  Smith  attempted  to  maintain 
himself  in  office  by  the  use  of  troops,  ana  that  he  occupied  the  capitol  building  with 
troops.    Is  that  the  fact  f 

Anstcer.  What  I  know  about  it  is  this:  Governor  Smith  received  a  notice  from  Gov- 
ernor Lindsay,  through  Colonel  J.  J.  Jolly,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  calling  on  him 
for  the  ofiBce  and  claiming  it  as  his  right.  Governor  Smith,  as  he  said,  saw  a  gathering 
there  toward  night,  the  object  of  which  he  could  only  surmise.  He  and  his  private 
eecretarj',  and  one  or  two  others,  perhaps,  were  there  alone.  He  called  on  the  sheriff 
of  Montgomery  County  to  take  such  steps  as  might  be  necessary  to  prevent  any  dis- 
tnbance  there.  I  think  his  bill,  to  which  I  have  referred,  had  already  been  lUed.  The 
sheriff  of  Montgomery  called  on  the  military  who  were  there  to  aid  him  as  a  posse  in 
that  behalf;  and  such  soldiers  as  were  there  were  there  in  obedience  to  that  call  by 
the  sheriff',  and  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  peace  and  preventing  any  violence  of  any 
kind. 

Question.  Did  they  occupy  the  capitol  building  1 

Anstcer.  They  were  in  the  basement  of  the  capitol,  or  in  that  portion  of  it  where  the 
executive  oflSce  is. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Were  they  Federal  or  State  t4>oopsf 

Answer.  They  wore  Federal  troops,  not  State  troops.  Governor  Smith  has  persistently 
xefosed  to  organize  Siate  troops. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  W^as  there  not  an  order  from  Washington  for  those  troops  to  withdraw  from 
the  building  f 

Anstcer.  ido  not  know :  I  heard  that  there  was  such  an  order. 

Qu4ffition.  The  troops  retired  ? 

Answer.  They  retired ;  they  were  there  as  a  posse.  At  all  events^  there  never  has 
been  any  revocation  of  the  general  order,  so  far  as  I  have  heard,  which  authorizes  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  to  call  upon  a  military  officer  for  the  aid  of  his  troops  as  a  posse. 
At  the  same  time  that  I  heard  this  order  had  been  sent  to  the  troops  to  remove  from 
the  capitol,  I  heard  that  it  had  been  sent  under  the  impression  that  the  military  com- 
mander had  acted  without  any  request  or  authority  from  the  sheriff;  but  I  do  not 
know  that  from  auy  knowledge  of  my  own. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Qtiestion.  You  soy  there  were  strangers  in  the  court-room  when  Governor  Smith  was 
rcquiied  to  go  there? 
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Armcer,  I  did  not  go  in  the  court-house  at  all,  but  I  was  so  informed. 

Question.  Speaking  about  the  mivjority  in  the  lower  house,  if  the  allegations  in  tha 
bill  had  been  proven,  would  it  not  have  shown  enough  republicans  entitled  to  seats  in 
the  lower  house  to  have  given  a  republican  majority  i 

Answer.  That  was  the  opinion  I  had  upon  the  evidence ;  I  may  have  been  mistaken 
about  it. 

Question.  Yon  say  you  think  the  allegations  of  the  bill  conld  have  been  proven  T 

Answer.  If  they  had  been  proven  and  the  men  permitted  to  take  their  seats 

Question.  It  would  have  given  a  majority  in  the  lower  house  t 

Answer,  Such  a  vote  in  the  lower  house  as  to  have  secured  a  minority  on  joint  ballot. 

QusslAon.  Not  a  majority  in  the  lower  house  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  Union  Leagues  in  Alabama  lately  t 

Answer,  I  dont  think  I  have  heard  anything  about  the  le)oigue  even  as  late  as  1868  ; 
it  was  along  the  last  of  1867  or  the  first  of  18&.     • 

Qu^tion.  You  have  not  heard  of  any  Union  Leagues  since  1868  ? 

Answer.  Not  in  operation ;  I  have  heard  them  spoken  of  as  things  that  had  been.  There 
may  be  Union  Leagues  there  now,  but  I  do  not  know  anything  upon  the  subject,  pro 
or  can,  from  my  own  knowledge. 

Question,  Judge  Van  Trump  asked  you  if  the  fact  that,  negro  suffi-ago,  the  right  of 
negroes  to  sit  m  the  jury  box,  and  other  privileges  which  they  enjoy,  having  been 
forced  upon  the  people  of  Alabama  by  the  Federal  Government,  was  not  a  source  of 
irritation,  and  one  of  the  causes  of  this  resistance;  and  you  said  you  thought  it  was  t 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  one  of  the  causes. 

Question,  You  said  that  those  rights  had  been  con/errcd  without  the  consent  of  the 
white  population  of  Alabama. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  this  Ku-Klux  organization,  in  your  judgment,  intended  \6  resist  by 
intimidation  the  free  exercise  or  those  rights  ou  the  part  of  the  colored  people  f 

Answer,  That  is  the  conclusion  I  have  formed,  from  what  I  have  seen  and  heard. 
The  testimony  of  the  witness  Force  was  direct  that  it  was  intended  to  control  the  vot- 
ing of  the  negroes. 

QuestUni,  To  prevent  the  free  exercise  on  their  part  of  the  rights  which  the  Federal 
Government  had  conferred  upon  them  f 

Ansicer,  That  was  the  idea  his  testimony  stated  with  distinctness. 

Question.  You  stated  that  was  your  opinion  f 

Answer.  What  I  have  seen  has  tended  to  confirm  mo  in  the  conviction  that  he  told 
the  truth  about  it.    ■ 

Question,  That  is,  that  this  organization  of  Ku-Klux  was  for  the  purpose  of  resisting 
the  legitimate  consequences  of  the  conferring  of  those  rights  on  the  colored  people  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  answer  on  that  point.  The  idea  was  that  they 
wanted  to  control  by  this  means  the  negro  vote,  and  xilso  to  control  his  labor. 

Question.  To  control  his  labor? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  afud  I  intended  to  state  so  before,  if  X  did  not. 

Question,  Without  wages  f 

Answer,  They  meant  mat  he  should  work  only  for  such  persons  and  upon  such  terms 
as  they  sanctioned. 

Question.  You  then  look  upon  it  as  simply  a  resistance  to  the  fi^e  enjoyment  of  equal 
rights  on  the  part  of  the  colored  people  f 

Answer.  I  can  come  to  i»o  other  conclusion  than  that,  upon  the  evidence  which  ho 
gave  and  upon  evidence  I  have  obtained  in  various  other  ways. 

Question,  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  majority  of  those  who  voted  upon  the  adoption  or 
rejection  of  the  constitution  of  Alabama  voted  for  its  adoption  ? 

Answer,  The  act  of  Congress  provided  that  at  least  a  magority  of  the  registered  voters 
of  the  State  must  appear  to  have  voted  in  the  election.  In  Alabama  the  entire  vote  in 
the  election  did  not  make  a  mmority  by  several  thousands  of  the  registered  voters  of 
the  State.  The  great  body  of  the  white  people,  I  cannot  state  the  exact  number,  but 
the  great  body  of  the  white  people,  nine-tenths  of  them  certainly,  I  reckon,  were 
utterly  opposed  to  making  the  negro  a  voter  in  his  then  condition. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  known  any  one  convicted  of  iany  of  these  outrages  Vhich 
are  attributed  to^  or  done  by  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  indictments  by  the  grand  juries? 

^  Ansicer,  There  was  a  prosecution,  at  the  last  spring  term,  in  the  county  in  which  I 
live;  but  the  parties  were  acquitted,  notwithstanding  the  direct  testimony  of  the  man 
and  his  wife.  I  was  not  concerned  in  the  trial,  but  I  was  informed  that  the  testimony 
of  the  colored  man  and  his  wife  was  positive  as  to  the  identity  of  at  least  one  of  the 
parties. 

Question.  Upon  what  testimony  did  they  get  clear  ? 
Anmcer,'  Upon  testimony  that  was  satisfactory  to  the  jury. 
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QuestUm.  Did  it  go  tb  prove  an  cUiM  f 

Angwer,  Yes,  sir;  the  alibi  is  the-grea^  resort  in  cases  of  violence,  and  insanity  in 
cases  of  murder,  I  believe,  as  a  general  rule.  That  was  the  defense  in  the  trials  in  Cal- 
boon  County,  an  aUH. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Were  the  juries  mixed  juries? 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  whether  the  jury  was  a  mixed  jury  that  tried  those 
alleged  Eu-Elux  who  were  tried  last  spring  in  our  court ;  but  we  have  had  mixed  juries 
there.  , 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  rule  that  persons  of  color  are  equally  entitled  to  sit  on  the 
jury  with  whites  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  have  to  sit  there,  though  incompetent.  Many  times  the  poor 
cieatores  feel  they  are  utterly  unlit  for  the  duties  of  the  place^  and,  as  I  am  told,  they 
say  to  the  white  jurors :  "  You  fix  up  this  verdict,  and  we  will  agree  to  it."  That  is 
not  because  they  are  corrupt,  but  because  they  do  not  feel  capable  of  doing  anything 
in  the  premises. 

Q^estioH.  It  is  not  their  fault  then  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  politics  has  been  forced  into  the  question,  but  we  never  would  have 
had  it  forced  on  ns  if  we  had  done  right  in  1665.  Wo  had,  in  1865,  a  white  man's  gov- 
ernment in  Alabama,  as  there  was  in  every  other  Southern  State,  but  we  lost  it  because 
certain  men  in  the  South  were  dissatisfied. 

Question.  Was  it  not  rather  because  certain  men  in  the  North  insisted  that  negroes 
gbouldbe  allowed  to  vote  because  they  would  vote  the  republican  ticket? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  that ;  but  I  felt  very  well  persuaded  that  the  true  pol- 
icy for  us  was  to  have  at  once  taken  the  negro  right  under  the  protection  of  the  laws, 
as  we  do  oar  wives  and  children.  When  they  became  free  they  had  no  master  to  take 
np  their  defense,  and  if  the  law  did  not  protect  them  there  was  no  protection  for  them. 
We  did  not  do  tliat,  however,  but  undertook  to  make  negro  codes,  and  while  admitting 
that  they  were  free,  practically  undertook  to  so  reconstruct  them  as  to  make  their 
freedom  a  curse  rather  than  a  blessing.    That  is  the  great  blunder  we  made. 

QucMion.  Is  it  not  more  of  a  curse  now,  where  the  power  of  the  State  is  put  in  their 
hands? 

Answer.  It  is  a  great  evil;  but  when  the  thing  is  done  and  made  a  part  of  tl^e  law  of 
the  laud,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  to  educate  their  children  so  as 
to  fit  them  for  the  new  sphere  of  life  to  which  they  are  called.  In  old  times  the  moral 
persuasion  of  the  negro  was  the  whip.  Wo  said,  "  If  you  do  this,  I  will  wh«j)  you ;"  or, 
"If  you  do  not  do  that^ou  will  be  punished."  The  law  as  it  then  stood  did  not  per- 
mit the  cnltivation  of  the  moral  sense  of  the  negro  child,  and  the  grown-up  negro 
man  was  only  educated  morally  as  he  obtained  it  by  contact  with  the  superior  race 
with  which  he  mingled.  The  negro  child  did  not  receive  tlie  training  which  we  ^ive 
our  own  children,  and  which  we  find  it  necessary  to  give  our  own  children,  and  with- 
out which  they  would  fall  into  vice  and  crime,  and  even  with  which  it  is  not  always 
certain  that  they  will  not  do  so.  But  the  certainty  is  far  greater  when  they  do  not 
have  that  training  The  negro  was  controlled  by  means  of  the  whip  and  the  lash  in 
slavery  times,  when  slavery  was  abolished  the  negro  was  not  thereby  transformed 
into  an  angel  of  light.  Thaf  negro  who  was  a  good  servant  while  in  slavery,  as  a  gen- 
eral rule,  was  a  good  man  when  he  became  a  freedman;  and  the  negro  who  was  idle 
and  vicious  before,  stUl  remained  so.  You  must  make  allowances  for  them  now.  I  was 
bom  and  raised  in  New  York,  but  I  went  to  live  in  Alabama  immediately  on  coming  of 
age,  and  have  lived  there  all  my  life  since.  I  think  I  know  something  of  the  southern 
people  ;  they  are  a  warm,  generous-hearted,  and  impulsive  people ;  but  they  were  ac- 
customed to  having  their  own  way,  and  to  be  obeyed  when  they  gave  an  order.  This 
sodden  transition  of  the  negro  race  from  slavery  to  freedom,  without  the  consent  of 
the  white  population  there,  and  without  preparation  on  the  part  of  the  negro  race, 
gave  a  great  shock  to  the  people,  as  you  may  well  understand.  The  consequence  was 
uiat  men  naturally  fell  back  into  their  old  way  of  dealing  with  the  negro  with  the 
lash.  It  was  not  safe  to  do  it  openly,  but  this  secret  organization  furnished  a  way  to 
do  so.  It  was  not  organized  in  the  first  instance  for  this  purpose,  as  I  learn,  but  K>r  a 
very  ^iflferent  purpose ;  I  do  not  know  what  it  was ;  but  it  came  to  be  understood  that 
in  this  way  negroes  might  bo  made  to  too  the  mark  again,  to  do  the  bidding  of  the  em- 
ployer, to  come  up  to  time  a  little  more  promptly,  and  do  more  work  than  they  would 
otherwise  do.  It  also  soon  became  apparent  that  in  this  way  the  negroes  could  be  de- 
terred from  voting,  as  they  naturally  would  be.  As  I  said  awhile  ago,  the  negroes  will 
trust  their  old  employers  about  any  matters  of  business  just  as  implicitly  as  one  man 
can  trust  another,  but  they  will  not  trust  them  in  politics.  They  have  no  faith  in  our 
.  speeches  unless  they  see  that  we  act  with  the  republican  party. 

Question.  Have  they  now  full  faith  in  those  fellows  who  promised  them  forty  acres  of 
laud  and  a  mule  each  in  order  to  get  their  votes  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  tf^ink  they  have.    Although  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  said  about 
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that,  I  haTe  never  distinctly  known  it  to  be  proved  that  any  sach  promise  has  ever 
been  made  to  them.  Still,  I  have  heard  so  much  said  about  it  that  I  ha^'o  always 
thought  there  was  some  foundation  for  the  statement.  But,  after  all,  the  great  under- 
lying sentiment  in  our  Southern  States,  so  far  as  I  comprehend  it,  grows  out  of  the  dif- 
ference of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  Federal  Government. 
Men  have  been  educated,  and  have  grown  up  in  the  belief,  which  they  entertain  as 
honestly  as  men  can  entertain  any  sentiment,  that  the  States  had  a  right  to  secede, 
and  that  in  the  last  resort  they  ^ere  the  sole  judges  as  to  when  and  how  to  exerciso 
tnat  right.  They  honestly  believed  that,  and  it  is  not  worth  while  for  us  to  shut  our 
eyes  to  that  co.iviction.  In  the  next  place,  they  believed  that  before  the  wax  the 
Union  operated  prejudicially  upon  the  interests  of  the  South;  that  if  the  South  was 
out  of  the  Union,  she,  by  means  of  her  staple  productions,  especially  cotton,  could  form 
relations  with  other  governments  much  more  advantageous  than  her  relations  with 
the  Federal  Government,  and  that  it  was  better  for  them  to  go  out  of  the  Union.  That 
was  their  creed,  and  they  honestly  believed  it ;  and  in  the  effort  to  put  it  in  practice 
they  periled  everything  men  hold  dear — life,  fortune,  the  institution  of  slavery  itself 
and  ail  else  were  put  upon  the  issue.  There  was  another  lar^e  class  of  our  people  who 
entertained  different  views.  They  did  not  believe  in  the  right  of  a  State  to  secede ; 
they  had  still  less  faith  in  it  bein^  wise  and  politic  to  attempt  it.  They  believed  that 
so  long  as  the  Union  could  be  maintained  it  would  save  us  from  great  standing  armies 
and  navies,  and  from  the  taxes  which  inevitably  follow  in  the  train  of  such  establish* 
ments ;  that  it  would  save  us  from  the  condicts  which  for  the  last  hundred  years  have 
deluged  Europe  with  blood,  and  of  which  we  now  see  a  terrible  example.  The  area  of 
the  United  States  is  not  larger  than  that  of  Europe.  Yet  prior  to  the  war  we  had  only 
thirteen  thousand  men  as  a  standing  army,  while  in  Europe,  in  consequence  of  their 
many  separate  nationalities,  there  were  standing  armies  of  from  five  to  seven  millions 
of  men.  While  we  preser-ved  the  Union  we  were  relieved  from  these  establishments 
and  from  taxes  to  support  those  establishments.  Under  the  Union  we  had  a  uniforia. 
standard  of  weights  and  measures ;  our  commercial  intercourse  was  free  and  unre- 
stricted; we  had  a  uniformity  of  post-roads  and  a  uniform  currency.  In  the  opinion 
of  this  class  of  our  people,  in  the  language  of  Washington  in  his  farewell  address,  the 
Union  was  the  palladium  of  liberty.  But  in  the  opinion  of  men  educated  in  the  other 
school,  the  Union,  even  before  the  war,  and  of  course  it  is  much  more  objectionable 
now,  was  the  means  of  sapping  our  very  life-blood,  drawing  our  resources  from  us,  and 
giving  nothing  in  return.  These .  men  entertained  their  opinions  with  honesty ;  and 
so  far  as  that  is  concerned  matters  stand  now  as  they  stood  then.  With  individual 
exceptions  here  and  there,  men  who  then  believed  that  the  States  had  a  right  fo 
secede  believe  it  still ;  men  who  were  not  in  favor  of  the  Uni^  then  only  roOTet  now ' 
that  they  did  not  make  their  movement  a  success ;  the  advantages  of  the  Union  do 
not,  in  their  opinion,  afford  any  sort  of  compensation  for  the  losses  entailed  upon  U8« 
The  state  of  things  now  is  to  them  beyond  expression  horrible  and  distasteful.  In  my 
judgment  these  men  are  not  enraged  against  this  Government  because  they  are  dis- 
franchised, but  because  they  have  not  been  permitted,  since  the  war  at  least,  to  man- 
age their  own  affairs.  They  feel,  therefore,  that  they  have  a  continual  ground  of 
grievance  against  the  Grovemment. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Do  they  not  feel  the  immense  pressure  of  this  fact,  the  parallel  to  which  I 
believe  docs  not  exist  in  all  history,  that  those  who  were  formerly  their  slaves  are  now 
really  placed  over  them  as  their  superiors  1 

Ansicer.  Of  course  they  feel  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Taking  this  view  of  it  which  you  have  given  us,  are  not  these  acts  of  out* 
rage  and  cruelty  upon  the  negro  race  and  upon  those  who  support  their  rights,  simply 
war  upon  the  part  of  people  who  hold  one  set  of  opinions  against  those  who  uphold 
another  set  ? 

Answer.  There  are  acta  of  violence.  n 

Qtieslion.  War  carried  on  with  armsf 

Answar.  If  the  circumstances  are  such  as  to  make  it  amount  to  war,  the  committee 
can  judge.  There  is  an  organization,  but  it  does  not  come  in  the  daytime  with  music 
and  banuers,  but  in  the  night-time,  in  silence  and  in  disguise,  as  I  am  told  by  those 
who  have  seen  them^  and  as  was  shown  by  the  proof  in  the  trial.  They  have  often 
been  seen  in  that  section  of  country.  It  is  a  spectacle  calculated  to  make  men's  >lood 
run  cold  when  they  see  what  they  do.  It  is  an  organization  of  the  most  dangerous 
cnaracter  in  any  country,  and  especially  in  a  country  where  the  causes  of  dissatisfac- 
tion, whether  real  or  imaginary,  are  as  numerous  as  the  people  of  the  South  tliink  they 
are.  If  tho  Government  permits  that  organization  to  go  on,  it  is  in  effect  surrendering 
the  peace  and  goo<l  order  of  the  community,  and  everything  wiiich  men  hold  dear,  into 
the  hands  of  a  lawless,  irresponsible,  and  violent  set  of  men. 
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Question,  If  these  sentiments  of  which  yon  have  spoken  are  at  the  bottom  of  these 
■proceedings,  is  it  possible  to  control  the  community  in  which  these  things  occur  by  the 
force  of  civil  proceedings  in  the  courts  ? 

Answer,  I  hoi)e  it  is ;  1  hope  and  trust  we  shall  have  a  sober  second  thon^ht  in  regard 
to  what  course  to  take^  and  not  have  to  fall  under  military  discipline  beiore  we  come 
to  onr  senses.  What  I  have  said  in  regard  to  the  division  of  sentiment  among  the  peo- 
ple is  for  the  purpose  of  showing,  so  tar  as  my  opinion  and  the  re^Mons  for  it  may  be  of 
any  value,  first,  in  what  way  and  to  what  quartef  the  Govemmem;  must  look  for  a 
movement  in  behalf  of  law  and  order ;  and  then,  in  the  next  place,  that  the  Oovern- 
ment  may  know  how  to  judge  of  the  real  sentiment  of  these  people.  They  ought  not 
to  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  great  criminals — that  is,  men  who  have  a  malicious  pur- 
pose toward  everybody.  They  are  men  who  feel,  and  no  doubt  honestly  feel,  that  their 
rights  have  been  trampled  under  foot,  as  they  regard  it.  They  may  claim  rights  they 
are  not  entitled  to  as  a  free  people ;  but  notwithstanding  that,  they  feel  just  as  mucn 
outraged  as  if  those  rights  were  ever  so  clearly  theirs.  The  facts  are  there ;  they  are 
dissatisfied. 

QHtslion,  In  the  returns  for  1868  it  is  stated  that  the  vote  cast  for  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution  was  80,318 ;  the  vote  for  the  Grant  electoral  ticket  was  76,366,  and  for  the 
8eymour  electoral  ticket,  72,086.  I  find  no  vote  stated  as  having  been  cast  against  the 
adopti(»i  of  the  constitution ;  but  finding  about  4,000  more  votes  cast  for  the  consti- 
tution than  is  cast  for  the  Grant  electoral  ticket,  I  wish  to  ask  yon  what  vote  among 
these  returns  would  fairly  represent  that  part  of  the  vote  of  the  State  which  declined 
to  express  itself  upon  the  question  of  the  adoption  or  r^ection  of  the  constitution  ? 

Ansicer,  The  vote  of  the  entire  body  of  the  white  people  of  the  State,  if  it  had  been 
registered,  would  have  amounted  to  something  between  90/)00  and  100,000  j  but  the 
great  mass  of  the  white  people  of  the  State  refused  to  vote  at  all  upon  the  question  of 
tpe  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  constitution,  myself  among  the  numher.  And  in  regard 
to  the  election  for  President,  they  became  satisfied  before  the  election  was  over  that 
General  Grant  would  be  elected,  and  a  great  many  did  not  go  to  the  poUs  and  vot«  who 
would  have  gone  otherwise,  probably. 

Question,  Was  the  refusal  to  vote  upon  the  constitution  largely  upon  the  ground^hat 
the  whole  reconstniction  policy  was  void  and  worthless  ? 

Ansicer.  Yea,  sir,  so  far  as  I  Know.  I  did  what  I  could  to  prevent  that  constitution 
"being  adopted,  or  any  action  being  taken  upon  it ;  I  ui*gcd  the  people  of  the  State  to 
take  no  action  in  the  election  at  fdl.  But  in  the  presidential  election  I  urged  them  to 
▼ote,  for  I  thongUt  that  was  our  only  salvation  to  get  clear  of  negro  suffrage ;  I  thought 
if  the  democratic  party  succeeded  that  we  should  oe  able  to  get  clear  of  it.  I  thought  • 
then  we  wonld  be  enabled  to  inaugurate  in  Alabama  a  system,  as  I  trusted  they  would 
in  other  ^tat^s,  by  which  the  whito  and  the  colored  race  would  be  able  to  get  along  to- 
gether as  peaceably  and  properly  as  in  the  nature  of  things  we  could  expect. 

By  Mr.  Coburx  : 

Questian,  You  acted  with  the  democratic  party  in  1868 1 

Ansicer,  I  did  then;  but  when  the  election  was  over  I  came  out  and  said  that,  having 
Toted  against  the  republican  party  as  long  as  it  was  worth  while,  it  would  be  better 
to  make  terms  with  them,  work  along  with  it,  and  in  that  way  acquire  their  con- 
fidence. As  long  as  we  opposed  them  they  were  suspicious  of  our  intentions  in  regard 
to  the  negro  and  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union.  I  think  now,  looking  back  over  the 
past,  that  I  committed  a  great  error  in  not  urging  ujpon  the  first  convention  of  1865 
the  addition  of  a  qualifiednegro  suffirajje.  I  believe  if^we  had  done  that  wo  should  have 
been  accorded  a  recognition  as  a  State  in  1865  and  1866,  and  that  Alabama  would  have 
been  admitted  to  representation  in  Congress,  no  matter  who  were  to  take  seats  as 
Bepresentatives  and  Senators. 

By  the  Chairalvn  : 

Question.  While  on  the  subject,  I  will  ask  you  if  it  is  not  your  opinion  that  had  the 
Southern  States  accepted  the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  they  would 
not  have  retained  this  question  of  sufi&age  in  their  own  hands  ? 

Answer.  At  that  time  I  was  entitled  to  ^im  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
having  been  unanimously  elected  to  that  office;  although  I  could  not  take  the  iron-clad 
oath,  I  endeavored  to  ascertain  whether  we  would  be  admitted  if  we  accepted  the 
iborteenth  amendment. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  In  other  words,  as  a  supplement  to  the  question  of  the  Chairman,  if  the 
wbolo  southern  people  had.  turned  republicans  at  that  time,  it  would  have  been  all 
lightT 

Answer.  I  did  not  understand  them  to  make  that  condition.  They  did  not  feel  oei- 
tain  that  we  could  be  relied  upon  in  regard  to  two  things :  first,  in  regard  to  the  negro, 
who  must  be  in  a  great  degree  committed  to  onr  charge :  and,  second,  they  did  not 
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• 

have  en^re  confidence  in  regard  to  our  implied  snbmission  to  the  Union.  But  thov 
feared  that  second  less,  because  they  knew  they  had  the  physical  power  to  put  us  down 
if  the  issue  should  ever  again  come.  But  they  feared  that  we  would  not  deal  fairly 
with  the  negro,  if  the  question  waa  put  Ijeyond  the  control  of  Congress.  Let  me  add 
one  word  about  the  fonrteenth  amendment.  I  could  not  ascertain  that  Alabama  would 
be  admitted  and  recognized  as  a  State,  even  if  we  did  adopt  that  amendment.  On  the 
contrary — I  did  nat  get  it  from  Mr.  Sumner  himself,  but  I  got  it  in  such  a  way  as  to 
lead  me  to  believ^t — I  was  led  to  believe  that  Mr.  Sumner  and  Mr.  Stevens  had  still 
further  purposes,  which  were  not  communicated,  as  to  us.  Therefore,  we  could  not 
see  anything  to  be  gained  by  adopting  an  amendment  which  was  only  to  be  made  a 
stepping-stone  to  some  other  x^roposition. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

QuesUon.  Was  there  anybody  really  who  had  authority  to  make  a  bargain  T 
Anatvcr,  I  suppose  if  the  leaders  of  the  party  had  said  so  it  would  have  been  all  right. 
Mr.  Wade  himself  would  not  say  for  a  long  time  what  they  would  do.  I  think  he  said 
in  New  Orleans,  in  a  speech  he  made  there,  that  if  the  fourteenth  amendment  was 
adopted  by  any  State  he  should  feel  bound  to  vote  for  the  admission  of  that  State. 
But  it  was  then  too  late ;  most  of  the  States  had  acted  on  the  amendment. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  character  or  standing  of  this  man  Force, 
whose  testimony  you  have  referred  to  T 

Answer.  Only  from  an  inquiry  I  instituted  w^ith  reference  to  him  after  he  appeared 
there,  asking  that  the  m&n  who  had  outraged  his  daughter  should  be  secured.  He  then 
communicated  to  me  that  he  knew  something  about  the  Ku-Klux.  Before  I  put  bim 
on  the  stand,  I  made  some  inquiry  about  him,  but  the  result  was  not  very  satisfactory. 
I  did  not  get  an  opportunity  of  satisfy iuff  myself  until  I  met  with  Judge  Haroldson, 
the  jndge  of  the  circuit  court  in  which  Cherokee  County  is  included.  From  him  I 
learned  that  Force  ^as  a  man  who  could  be  relied  upon  for  the  truth  of  what  he  might 
state. 

Question,  Does  this  Force  still  live  there  T 

Anstoer.  He  stated  that  he  had  been  compelled  to  go  armed  ever  since  he  made  the 
issue  with  the  men  of  the  organization ;  that  in  fact  he  had  had  a  fight  with  them 
right  on  the  spot,  when  he  told  them  that  he  would  go  with  them  no  longer ;  and  that 
he  had  wouncfed  one  of  them. 

Question.  One  question  in  regard  to  the  Eutaw  meeting  j  you  said  there  was  a  large 
meeting  T  ^  '  * 

Ansu}€r.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  relative  proportion  between  the  whites  and  the  blacks  T 

An8U)€i'.  The  preponderance  was  very  largely  on  the  side  of  the  blacks. 

Question.  Were  there  more  than  one  or  two  hundred  white  men  there  f 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  state  what  number  wore  there ;  they  were  there  in  considerable 
numbers ;  the  town  itself  is  a  pretty  large  town. 

Question.  What  is  your  impression  about  the  negroes  being  armed  T 

Answer.  I  saw  only  two  or  three  armed,  with  an  ordinary  pocket-knife,  such  as  men 
generally  carry ;  I  saw  none  armed  with  arms  of  any  other  kind ;  their  conduct  was  as  ^ 
peaceable  and  orderly  as  ever  was  seen  at  a  meeting,  until  the  fuss  with  Mr.  Haya,  ' 
when  two  or  three  stepped  forward  from  ray  right,  but  immediately  desisted  when  I 
spoke  to  them. 

Q,uestion.  Do  you  remember  al)out  the  negroes  forming  a  line  across  the  street  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  did  not  see  it ;  they  got  away  as  quickly  as  they  could. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  them  fire  from  across  the  street  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  did  not.  As  soon  as  I  could  get  away,  after  the  firing,  I  went  across 
to  the  hotel,  apd  went  up  to  the  room  of  Governor  Smith.  It  was  his  chill  day ;  he 
Had  not  spoken  that  day,  though  he  spoke  the  day  before. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  The  right  to  vote,  to  sit  upon  the  jury,  &c.,  conferred  upon  the  colored 
man,  are  all  embraced  in  the  general  expression^  "  reconstruction  policy  of  Congress." 
Do  you  consider  this  Ku-Klux  movement  a  resistance  to  that  reconstruction  pobcy  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  any  definite  opinion  on  that  point — that  is, 
one  which  is  satisfactory  to  myself ;  the  inclination  of  my  mind  is  that  it  is  a  resistance 
to  that  policy.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  there  is  a  general  dissatisfaction.  If  you 
include  in  the  "  reconstruction  policy"  the  making  of  the  negro  a  voter,  then  I  think  it 
is.    It  is  his  being  made  a'  voter  that  has  given  point  ande&ct  to  this  whole  business. 

Question.  If  the  Government  of  the  United  States  should  reverse  that  policy,  should 
abolish  the  reconstruction  laws,  should  rescind  the  constitutional  amendment,  do  you 
think  it  would  have  any  tendency  to  restore  quiet  and  peace  there  T 

Answer.  It  would  make  those  who  are  dissatisfied  on  that  ground  better  satisfied, 
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but  it  would  make  a  dissatisfaction  on  the  other  side.  For  one,  I  am  opposed  to  any 
-rescision,  for  I  think  now  that  it  is  adopted^  we  had  better  do  the  best  wo  can  with'it„ 
In  a  few  years  the?e  things  will  pass  away,  and  the  Government  is  of  far  more  inii)ort- 
ance  than  these  temporary  things. 

Question,  If  the  Government  will  not  retrace  its  steps,  then  what  policy  should  the 
Government  pursue  ? 

Jp^wer.  I  am  certain  of  one  thing,  that  we  cannot  do  anything  without  having  law 
and  order ;  there  must  be  that  security  which  comes  from  the  maintenance  of  law  and 
order  by  means  of  the  courts,  before  there  can  b^  any  real  peace  and  prosperity  in  any 
conntry. 

Question,  What  can  the  General  Government  do  to  secure  that  ? 

Ansicer,  I  think  it  is  taking  the  right  course  by  adopting  the^  measures  which  were 
passed  last  winter.  If  our  people  will  only  learn  wistlom,  and  go  to  enforcing  the  law 
in  cor  State  by  the  State  courts  as  we  ought  to,  give  protection  to  the  people,  no 
matter  what  their  political  sentiments  may  be,  so  long  as  they  do  not  violate  the  law, 
it  will  be  all  right.  It  is  no  crime  for  a  man  tc^ think  the  republican  party  is  entitled 
to  his  confidence  and  support ;  when  it  becomes  a  crime  let  him  be  punished  for  it. 
These  men  are  emboldened  to  go  on  in  their  course,  from  the  fact  that  they  believe 
that  such  is  the  general  sentiment  no  jury  would  indict  them,  or  if  an  indictment 
was  found,  none  would  convict  them.  Since  the  Congress  enacted  these  laws  it  has 
riven  them  very  decided  pause,  especially  when  they  read  the  proclamation  of  the 
President,  warning  the  people  that  if  it  becomes  necessary,  he  will  exert  all  the  powers 
with  which  Congress  has  clothed  him ;  that  has  set  them  thinking. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  How  much  does  this  repressive  policy  of  Congress  differ  from  the  iwlicy 
which  exists  in  Ireland  ? 

Aimver.  This  is  no  such  repressive  policy  a«  that,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  cases 
are  not  similar.  The  repressive  policy  in  Ireland  is  a  very  different  affair.  In  the 
first  place,  the  Irish  were  conquered  by  invasion,  and  they  have  been  settledj  as  they 
term  it  there,  about  three  times. 

Question,  How  were  those  people  down  south  conquered  ? 

Answer.  You  ought  to  know,  for  you  helped  to  do  it,  and  I  was  mighty  glad  to  see 
you  when  you  were  doing  it. 

Question,  Was  it  not  by  invasion  T 

Answer.  By  putting  down  armed  rebellion. 

Qttesiion.  Was  not  that  the  same  thing  in  Ireland  f 

Answer.  Noj  sir ;  Ireland  was  free  and  independent. 

Question.  Were  they  not  conquered  by  invasion  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  they  were  a  free  people  when  their  country  was  invaded,  and 
they  owed  no  allegiance  to  the  government  of  Great  Britain. 

Question.  Were  not  the  people  of  the  South  a  free  people  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir,  but  they  owed  allegiance  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.^ 

Question.  They  owed  allegiance  to  their  Government. 

Answer.  Thev  owed  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States ;  there  is  no 
denying  that,  for  if  they  did  not,  then  the  Government  of  tho*United  States  is  a  mere 
myth. 

Question.  I  will  not  go  into  that  matter  with  you,  for  we  may  not  differ  much  on  that 
bead.  What  I  want  to  know  is,  in  what  do  the  repressive  measures  adopted  by  Con- 
gress toward  the  South,  differ  from  the  repression  which  for  three  centuries  has  been 
adopted  by  England  toward  Ireland  ? 

Answer.  It  differs  in  this :  in  Ireland  there  was  no  race  of  people  to  be  set  free  and 
to  be  provided  for ;  all  were  free. 

Question,  Does  not  that  make  it  more  difficult  in  the  South  T 

Answer.  Our  difficulties  are  very  great ;  I  have  not  gainsaid  ox  denied  that ;  I  admit 
it.  But  Kn-Kluxism  only  aggravates  them ;  it  aggravates  the  evils  and  does  not  mod- 
ify or  improve  anything. 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  outcropping,  rather,  of  oppression  and  tyranny,  exactly  like 
the  outbursts  in  Ireland  ? 

Amtwer.  In  the  first  place,  the  Irish  people  were  a  separate  and  independent  nation ; 
they  were  under  no  obligation  whatever  to  the  British  government.  They  were  sim- 
ply invaded  and  subjugated,  and  naturally  they  resisted  it.  That  was  not  the  case  in 
the  Sonth.  Our  forefathers  formed  this  Union  of  their  own  accord ;  in  the  convention 
Httle  Delaware  and  Rhode  Island  had  equal  power  with  Virffinia,  Pennsylvania,  and 
New  York.  Those  men  had  never  fought  each  other ;  they  had  never  shed  each  other's 
blood,  nor  had  their  forefathers  done  so.  They  met  as  equals ;  thev  formed  the  Con- 
stitntioD,  and  said  they  did  so,  among  other  things,  "  to  preserve  the  blessings  of  lib- 
erty to  themselves  and  their  posterity."  The  sword  of  Brennus  was  not  thrown  into- 
thai  scale.  They  met  as  equals ;  they  made  the  flag  upon  which  each  star  was  equal. 
They  were  bound  by  the  Constitution  they  formed  j  their  children  were  bound  by  it 
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It  was  our  duty  to  stand  by  it,  in  view  of  the  immense  benefits  which  it  conferred,  and 
of  the  evils  that  would  resr.lt  from  destroying  it.  I  bless  God  that  it  was  supporLc<l — 
that  others  did  stand  by  it ;  I  could  not  dc  it ;  I  would  have  done  it  if  1  could.  I  in- 
tend never  a-jain  to  be  placed  where  I  cannot  stand  by  it,  and,  if  need  be,  die  for  it. 

By  Mr.  Yas  Trump  : 

Question.  V\'o  will  not  differ  on  those  propositions.  I  admit  the  p^eat  error,  and  political 
crime,  perhaps,  which  tho  Southern  States  committed  in  seceding;  they  had  no  consti- 
tutional right  to  st'ctnle.  But  when  wo  look  at  it  in  the  general  aspect ;  when  we  come 
to  consider  that  the  dilBculties  that  now  surround  us  surrounded  tho  men  that  formed 
that  Constitution ;  that  tho  battles  which  were  fought  between  the  confederate  soldier 
and  the  Federal  soldier  were  fought  in  these  very  halls ;  that  at  last  tho  battles  that 
were  fought  in  these  halls  culminated  in  an  appeal  to  arms  by  men  on  both  sides,  with 
honest  convictions — taking  all  these  things  into  consideration,  do  you  not  think  that 
the  true  policy  of  tho  Government  is  amnesty,  mercy,  and  the  equal  administration  of 
the  law  f 

Anmver.  For  jiolitical  offenses,  for  all  connected  with  tho  past,  I  think  it  is.  I  say 
amnesty  for  the  past  with  resi)ect  to  political  offenses ;  but  I  say  the  laW  and  its  pen- 
alties, where  a  proper  case  is  made  out,  for  assassins  and  murdererai' 

Question.  Right  there  we  do  not  differ  again.  The  purpose  of  this  investigation  is  to 
ascertain  whether  there  is  a  band  of. lawless  men  organized  gcuerallj'  in  thti  South. 

^n*M'er.  I  am  aware  that  is  the  object  of  the  investigation,  and  I  am  clad  it  is  in  the 
liands  of  men  who  intend  to  discharge  their  duty  impartially,  as  I  can  plainly  see  from 
what  has  transpired  here  this  morning,  as  well  as  from  reports  of  what  lias  heretofore 
been  done,  so  far  as  they  have  come  to  my  knowledge.  I  trust  I  am  really  grateful 
that  this  is  to  be  investigated.  K  these  things  are.all  false,  let  it  bo  known,  and  let 
those  of  us  who  have  been  under  this  impression,  and  willfully  so,  be  held  up  to  pub- 
lic execration  as  we  deserve.  On  tho  other  hand,  if  these  things  are  true,  in  tho  name 
of  good  government,  law,  and  order,  let  us  by  every  just  and  proper  means  maintain 
the  supremacy  of  the  law. 

Question.  Is  it  3'our  opinion  that  in  any  of  the»se  southern  States,  with,  perhaps,  tho 
exception  of  South  Carolina,  this  organization,  if  it  exists  at  all,  as  a  general  proposi- 
tion, is  so  strong  that  the  State  courts  and  the  State  authorities  cannot  control  it  with- 
out the  aid  of  the  military  power  of  the  Federal  Government  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  speak  with  regard  to  South  Carolina,  or  any  other  State,  so  well  as 
of  my  own.  My  opinion  is  that  in  the  heavy  negro  counties,  as  wo  call  them  in  our 
State,  there  is  a  state  of  public  opinion  which  completely  oven-ides  tho  law,  which  re- 
fuses to  enforce  it  with  respect  to  aH;ertain  class  oi  offenders  and  a  certain  description 
of  offenses. 

(>uestion.  How  many  counties  of  that  kind  arc  there  in  Alabama  f 

Answer.  In  my  opinion,  a  ^reat  many  of  these  negro  counties.  I  say  so  because  I 
have  no  information  of  all  the  murders  that  have  been  perpetrated,  but  they  are  nu- 
merous, and  I  have  never  known  an  instance  in  which  a  man  haa  been  convicted  of 
killing  a  negro. 

Question.  Has  it  not  been  impossible  to  find  out  the  iierpetrators  f 

Anstrer.  In  some  instances  it  has*,  in  others  it  has  not.  There  is  this  to  be  said  for 
our  people :  They  have  always  been  disposed  to  make  allowances  for  killing  and  shoot- 
ing each  other  in  what  they  call  a  fair  fight ;  juries  would  always  go  as  far  as  they 
cuuld  to  excuse  a  man  for  that,  and  when  they  had  to  convict  him  would  punish  as 
lightly  as  possible.  But  if  a  man  lay  in  wait  for  another,  stood  l)ehind  a  troo  and  shot 
him,  or  laid  poison  for  him,  resorted  to  any  of  those  secret  modes  of  assassination,  I 
have  never  known  of  any  country  where  they  would  punish  a  man  more  readily  for 
such  a  thing  than  in  tho  South.  But  in  regaid  to  a  '*  fair  stand-up  tight,"  as  they  call 
it,  thev  would  make  all  the  allowances  they  could,  because  they  did  not  know  how 
soon  they  might  get  into  one  themselves.  In  regard  to  punishing  otlier  crim^es,  such 
iis  theft,  burglary,  arson,  &c.,  in  old  times  our  courts  and  juries  were  as  fair  and  impar- 
tial and  fiiithful  as  tho  courts  of  any  other  States,  and  1  think  our  records  wiU  prove 
it.  But  since  the  war,  since  this  state  of  "tilings  has  occurred,  a  different  sentiment 
has  prevailed.  Men  have  gone  in  numbers  and  whipped  and  beateu  and  outraged  col- 
ored people,  taken  their  arms  away  from  them,  and  in  other  ways  havo  done  thorn 
wrong,  not  to  speak  of  the  murders  that  have  been  committed.  But  yet  no  one  of 
them  has  heeu  punished  that  I  know  of.  I  think  there  is  a  sentiment  in  our  State 
which  only  needs  to  feel  that  there  is  a  power  that,  in  the  last  resort,  can  bo  relie<l  on 
to  uphold  law  and  order,  which  will  come  up  and  perform  its  duty ;  because  we  have 
wives  and  children,  homes  and  firesides,  and  we  belong  to  tho  English-speaking  race, 
at  lea.st  to  a  civilized  race,  and  we  want  the  protection  of  tho  law  and  order,  peace 
and  quiet,  around  our  homes,  and  security  there.  I  think  it  is  only  necessarj'  for  the 
Government  to  show  that  it  is  determined  to  put  this  thing  down,  and  tho  work  will 
at  once  be  lar^rely  accomplished.  It  is  only  upon  the  idea  that  they  can  go  scot-free 
that  men  are  disposed  to  commit  crimes.    If  a  man  knows  that  ho  will  certainly  bo 


ALABAMA.  99 

overbauled  and  punished,  that  the  chances  will  he  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred  that 
ho  will  bo,  he  will  hesitate  long  hefore  he  commits  a  crime. 

Qttestion,  All  your  ideas  about  the  extent  of  the  offenses  committed  arc  mere  opin- 
ions 1 

Jnsver.  I  never  saw  one  of  them  committed. 

Quettion.  In  the  state  of  feeling  in  the  South  is  it  not  prohahle  that  very  exaggerated 
accounts  of  these  things  will  get  into  the  newspapers,  and  bo  circulated  in  that,  way  ? 

Anstc^r.  Yes ;  and  it  is  very  natural  that  men  should  feel  dissatisfied.  Our  great 
mistake  is  that  wo  have  allowed  our  feelings  of  dissatisfaction  to  take  a  wroug  direc- 
tion. It  certainly  is  not  right  for  men  to  shoot  and  whip  and  kill  in  the  manner  they 
have  been  doing  there  for  some  time  past. 

By  Blr.  Coburn  : 

Quaiion.  Something  was  said  in  relation  to  the  invasion  of  the  South  and  the  con- 
quest of  that  region.  Do  you  regard  the  marching  of  the  Union  armies  through  the 
South,  during  the  war,  as  an  invasion,  or  the  restoration  of  law  and  order  there  a  con- 
quest of  the  South  f 

Answer,  In  one  sense  the  marching  of  an  army  anywhere  is  an  invasion ;  hut  in  a 
political  sense  I  do  not  regard  the  marching  of  the  Army  in  the  South  as  an  invasion 
of  the  South  ;  neither  do  I  r^ard  the  restoration  of  law  and  order  there  a  conquest, 
except  over  crime  and  violence.  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I  am  heartily  in  favor 
of  tiiat  sort  of  conquest. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  I  did  not  catch  your  answer  to  Judge  Van  Trump^s  question  in  regard  to 
the  power  of  the  Stato  courts  to  deal  with  these  Ku-Klux  crimes. 

Answer,  I  think  this:  That  in  the  present  condition  of  things  an  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  State,  right  at  this  time,  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  law,  would,  perhaps, 
lead  to  conflicts.  It  might  not  in  Alabama,  if  the  governor  organized  companies  of 
white  men.  But  I  do  not  think  our  people  would  submit  quietly  to  have  companies  of 
D^;roes  organized  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  them  and  enforcing  the  law.  I  think 
they  woqjd  fight  them.  On  tne  other  hand,  1  think  if  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  will  furnish  its  troops  to  aid  the  civil  authorities  to  uphold  the  law.  they  will 
not  fight  the  United  States  troops.  I  think  in  that  way  we  could  avoid  collision  and 
bloodshed.  I  have  been  all  the  time  opx)osed,  and  so  was  our  late  governor,  to  the  or- 
ganization of  colored  troops,  because  I  thought  it  would  only  aggravate  our  condi- 
tion. 

Qucslion,  Could  you  find  white  men  upon  whom  you  could  rely  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  we  could. 

Question,  Yon  were  asked  if  the  accounts  of  these  outrages  in  the  newspapers  were 
exaggerated.  State  whether  there  has  been  exaggeration,  or  whether  the  truth  has 
been  entirely  told. 

Answer,  I  would  not  like  to  indorse  all  tlie  newspaper  reports,  nor  would  I  like  to 
condemn  them.  So  far  as  any  transactions  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  from  the  infor- 
mation I  have  received,  I  know  of  no  exaggeration  in  regard  to  the  afl'airs  of  our  State.  I 
think  affairs  there  have  equalled,  and  m6re  than  equalled,  all  that  has  been  represent^ 
of  them. 

By  Mr.  Steven80n  ; 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  divide  the  white  population  of  your  State  into  two 
classes — those  who  were  originally  and  who  are  still  of  opinion  tiat  the  State  had  a 
right  to  secede  from  the  Union  ;  and  those  who  adhered  to  the  Union. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  If  the  original  Union  element,  which  I  understand  to  have  been  the  old 
^hig  party 

Answer,  A  great  many  democrats  were  Union  men. 

Question,  So  much  the  better. 

Answer.  And  General  Jackson  was  a  mighty  popular  man  down  in  our  part  of  the 
State.  ' 

QuesHon,  If  the  original  Union  element  be  added  to  the  negro  vote,  is  there  not  in 
Alabama  a  msgority  of  adherents  to  the  Union? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  if  the  whole  Union  element  could  be  got  to  act  with  the  whole 
colored  vote,  there  is  a  very  large  maiority  for  the  Union. 

Question,  Is  not  that  a  very  hopeful  circumstance  T 

Answer,  That  is  my  foundation  to  build  upon. 

(htestian.  That  distinguishes  your  case  from  that  of  Ireland  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  indeed,- 1  do  not  think  the  two^cases  are  analogous ;  we  are  a  part 
of  this  Government ;  Ireland  was  not  part  of  England. 

Q^iesiion,  And  a  minority  of  the  actual  voters  In  Alabama  now  prefer  the  Union  and 
Una  Government,  if  they  could  be  brought  to  act  together  7 
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Answer.  1  tliink  so ;  I  think  if  we  could  hare  a  fair  canvass  upon  the  issue  of  Union 
and  disunion  now,  wo  should  vote  now  against  secession.  I  know  that  in  1860  we  would 
have  voted  ii^ainst  it  overwhelmingly,  if  the  issue  had  been  fairly  made.  But  they 
denied  then  that  wo  were  in  any  danger  of  disunion ;  they  said  they  only  wanted  to 
get  things  fixed  up  a  little  better. 

Question,  Your  idea  is  that  the  friends  of  the  Government  should  be  got  to  cooperate 
together  ? 

Atistcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  in  order  to  do  that  the  authority  of  the  United  States  should  be  exerted 
to  preserve  the  peace  ?  . 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  any  man  can  object  to  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  for  the  preservation  of  law  and  order,  when  the  condition  of  things  is  as  it  is  in 
'Alabama  and  some  other  States.    That  authority  does  not  trample  down  our  rights, 
but  puts  us  in  a  condition  where  wo  can  uphold  them. 

Question,  You  say  this  witness  Force  spoke  of  a  purpose  on  the  part  of  the  Ku-Khix 
Klan  to  restrain  the  freedmen  as  to  their  labor  ? 

Anstcer.  That  is  my  recollection  of  what  he  said. 

Question.  Was  it  a  part  of  their  plan  to  require  hira,  so  far  as  it  was  practicable  and 
•where  his  old  mast/or  wanted  him,  to  work  for  his  old  master  t 

Anmver.  I  do  not  think  he  said  that ;  I  have  no  recollection  of  his  saying  that. 

Question,  Did  he  describe  to  you  how  the  whipping  was  done  when  men  were 
w^hipped  ? 

Ansive);  He  described  the  manner  in  which  the  particular  person  was  whipped  that 
they  dealt  with  the  night  he  was  admitted  into  the  organization. 

Question.  How  was  that  t 

Answer,  Just  in  the  ordinary  way ;  he  was  called  out  from  the  house  and  compelled 
to  dance  a  while  for  their  amusement,  and  then  they  whipped  him  with  hickories. 

Question.  Did  he  si)eak  of  any  orders  being  given,  or  of  any  formalities  observed  on 
that  occasion  ? 

Ansicer,  I  do  not  think  he  did. 

Question.  Did  you  preserve  notes  of  his  testimony  T  ^ 

Answer,  The  testimony  was  all  taken  down  in  writing  by  a  clerk  appointed  for  tiiat 
purpose. 

Question,  And  became  ofiScial  T 

Answer,  It  was  filed  in  the  office  of  the  circuit  court  clerk  of  Calhoun  County. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  J.  J.  Jolly  as  seizing  a  notice 

Answer.  Delivering  a  note  from  Governor  Lindsay. 

Question.  Demanding  of  Governor  Smith  the  office  of  governor  ? 

Answer.  That  was  my  understanding;  I  did  not  see  the  note. 

Question,  That  was  aiter  the  iiig unction  had  been  issued  and  served  f 

Anstcer,  That  is  my  recollection. 

Question.  Is  that  the  same  Mr.  Jolly  who  resides  at  Eutaw  f 

Answer,  Yes,"  sir. 

Question,  A  leading  lawyer  there  T 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

"Question.-  A  prominent  democrat  t 

Answer.  He  is  said  to  be. 

Question,  Is  there  any  other  man  of  that  name  there  f 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  of;  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  having  seen  this  man, 

ough  I  may  have  done  so,  nevertheless. 

Question,  There  is  no  other  man  of  that  name  at  Eutaw  7 

Anstcer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  the  fact  of  violence  in  the  counties  of  Greene,  Sumter,  and 
Marengo.  Do  you  know  what  the  effect  of  that  violence  was  on  the  vote  of  Greene 
County? 

Anstcer.  The  riot  and  shooting  occurred  some  short  time  before  the  election  in  No> 
vember.  not  many  days.  The  election  was  on  the  8th  of  November,  I  think ;  and  I 
think  tie  shooting  occurred  about  the  middle  of  October,  as  near  as  I  can  now  i*ecol- 
lect.  While  I  cannot  say  that  men  did  not  go  to  the  polls  and  vote,  or  when  they  did 
go  and  voted  for  the  democratic  ticket  that  they  did  not  do  it  of  their  own  accord,  I 
can  say  that  this  occurred  there :  there  were  some  twenty-five  hundred  to  three  thou- 
sand colored  people  there,  and  when  I  closed  my  frequently  interrupted  remarks  to 
them,  I  ctdled  ui>on  them  to  hold  up  their  hands  and  signify  how  many  would  attend 
the  polls  and  vote,  not  the  republican  ticket,  but  vote  at  the  next  election  day : 
there  was  a  general  response,  so  far  as  I  could  see ;  every  colored  man  in  the  crowd 
raised  his  hand,  and  most  of  them  put  up  both  hands. 

Question,  I  see  by  the  returns  in  1869  that  Greene  County  gave  for  Mr.  Hays  for  Con- 
gress 2,725  votes,  and  for  his  opponent,  Mr.  Read,  275  votes.    In  1870  Greene  County 
gave  for  Mr.  Hays  only  1,790  votes,  while  it  gave  for  Mr.  Hays's  opponent  1,825  votes 
making  a  change  from  one  side  to  the  other  of  about  a  thousand  votes. 
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Aimcer,  If  that  was  the  voluntary  action  on  their  part,  then  why  the  necessity  of 
firing  into  that  crowd  of  negroes  and  putting  them  through  such  a  course  of  discipline 
88  that  shootfng  must  have  been  f  If  they-  were  going  to  vote  for  the  democratic 
ticket  anyhow,  why  should  they  be  facilitated  in  that  manner  T  That  is  the  '.vay  the 
thing  presenta  it«elf  to  my  mind. 

Question.  In  other  words,  why  should  they  shoot  their  friends  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Ques/ion.  By  the  returns,  Mr.  Hays,  in  1869,  in  Sumter  County,  received  2,360  votes ; 
his  opponent,  3Ir.  Read,  received  479  votes.  In  1870,  in  Sumter  County,  Mr.  Hays 
seceivod  but  1,437  votes,  while  his  opponent  received  2,055  votes,  making  a  change 
there  of  about  900  votes  from  one  side  to  the  other.  Then,  assuming  that  this  change 
was  brought  about  by  violence,  those  two  counties  alone  would  have  been  sufficient  to 
change  the  result  in  the  State. 

.^ii^trer.  That,  I  think,  is  very  clear;  but  there  were  also  other  parts  of  the  State  in 
which  there  were  changes. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  You  say  you  advocated  the  democratic  ticket  in  1868 1 

AnsvDtr.  Yes,  sir. 

QuaUon.  You  are  now  a  thorough  republican,  as  I  understand  it  t 

Answer,  I  act  with  the  republican  party  for  the  reason  stated :  that  I  see  no  use  In 
any  further  opposition  to  the  reconstruction  policy  which  the  Government  has 
adopted. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  You  understand  that  the  democratic  party  is  opposing  reconstruction  t 
Anfwer,  Yes,  sir|  and  especially  opposine;  the  education  of  the  colored  child,  which, 

in  my  judgment,  is  the  only  way  in  which  we  can  remedy  the  evils,  or,  in  short,  fit 

any  one  for  the  exercise  of  political  duties. 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  10, 1871. 
LUTHER  R.  SMITH  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  what  portion  of  Alabama  do  you  live  t 

AnsvDtr.  In  Choctaw  County,  in  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  State. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  resided  there  ? 

Answer.  Since  November,  1865;  permanently  since  December,  1865. 

Question.  What  official  positions  have  you  held  from  that  time  to  the  present,  and 
what  opportunities  have  you  had  of  knowing  the  existing  condition  of  things  there  as 
affecting  the  execution  of  the  law  and  the  security  of  liie  and  property  in  the  part  of 
the  State  in  which  you  live  ? 

Ansicer.  1  was  appointed  registrar  of  thoctaw  and  Washington  Counties  by  Gen- 
eral Pope  in  1867 ;  tnat  was  the  tirst  office  I  held  there.  After  registering  those  two 
counties  I  was  elected  judge  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  seventh  judicial  circuit,  com- 
posed of  Choctaw,  Greene,  Marengo,  Sumter,  and  Pickens  Counties,  and  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  the  office  at  the  time  the  State  government  was  formed  under  the  recon- 
struction act  of  1868,  and  have  been  performing  those  duties  since  that  time.  If  you 
will  designate  what  particular  line  of  inquiry  you  wish  me  to  embrace  in  my  testi- 
mony, I  will  endeavor  to  do  so.  ^ 

Question,  The  duty  imposed  upon  us  by  the  legislation  of  Congress  is  to  ascertain 
the  extent  to  which  the  laws  are  executed,  and  life,  person,  and  property  are  secure  in 
the  lat«  insurrectionary  States. 

Answer.  The  manner  in  which  the  laws  have  been  executed  T 

Question,  Both  have  been  and  are  being  now  executed. 

Answer.  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  my  office  on  the  13th  of  July,  1868, 1  think, 
at  the  time  the  State  government  was  organized  there.  No  term  of  the  c^jurt  was 
held  that  fall  on  account  of  the  political  excitement  there,  and  in  one  county  on  ac- 
count of  my  personal  sickness,  so  that  I  was  unable  to  attend.  In  the  springof  1869 
the  courts  wore  held  regularly  without  any  obstacle  or  obstruction  at  all ;  also  in  the 
fan  of  1869.  In  the  spring  of  1870,  the  first  organized  opposition  to  the  law  that  mani- 
fested itself  was  the  taking  from  his  room  at  tne  hot«l  in  Eutaw  the  solicitor  of  one  of 
the  counties  composing  my  circuit,  by  a  band  of  sixty  men,  as  was  reported,  and  the 
diootin^  him  in  the  hotel. 

^i\usw>n.  In  what  county  was  that  T 

Answer.  In  Greene  County.    I  charged  the  grand  jury  especially  in  reference  to  that 
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iact,  urging  upon  them  the  importance  of  investigating  the  matter  and  pnnishiug  tlie 

rarties,  and  stating  to  them  that  they  owed  it  to  the  citizens  of  that  county  to  <£>  so. 
appointed  from  outside  of  the  circuit  an  able  lawyer,  Mr.  F.  P.  Snedicof ,  who  was  in 
attendance  upon  the  grand  jury  all  the  time.  The  grand  jury  was  in  session  two 
weeks,  the  time  fixed  by  law.  They  reported  that  they  were  unable  to  find  out  aay 
parties  connected  with  the  murder,  but  from  the  evidence  they  had  obtained  they  hail 
traced  the  band  as  coming  from  Pickens  County,  an  adjoining  county ;  that  they  came 
from  and  returned  in  the  same  direction. 

Question,  From  your  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  that  case,  is  it 
your  opinion  that  his  murder  was  in  any  way  connected  with  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duties  f 

Answer,  It  was:  at  least  it  was  so  reported.  The  reason  why  he  was  killed,  as  statcnl, 
was  this :  There  had  been  three  negroes  murdered  some  time  before,  and  the  solicitor 
stated  that  he  thought  he  was  on  the  track  of  the  murderers  and  intended  to  indict 
them,  if  he  had  to  keep  the  grand  jury  in  session  for  six  months.  I  think  that  was  the 
charge  made  against  him. 

Question.  Proceed  with  what  you  were  going  to  say  in  reference  to  Pickens  County. 

Answer,  1  went  to  the  next  county,  and  during  the  term  of  the  court  a  party  of  some 
forty  men,  I  think,  in  disguise,  waited  upon  the  solicitor  there  and  told  him  that  they 
understood  he  was  anxious  to  see  a  party  of  these  men,  and  they  came  there  for  tho 
piirpose  of  showing  themselves  to  mm,  and  they  advised  him  not  to  be  too  anxious 
about  seeing  them.  I  charged  the  grand  jury  particularly  in  reference  to  this  organ- 
ization, and  also  called  their  attention  to  the  report  of  the  grand  jury  of  Greene  County, 
which  traced  the  party  to  Pickens  County.  I  urged  upon  them  tho  importance  of 
investigating  that  matter,  in  order  that  they  might  clear  the  skirts  of  their  county  from 
•L:iving  an>~thing  to  do  with  the  matter,  That  grand  jury,  after  a  session  of  nearly  two 
weeks,  reported  that  they  were  unable  to  find  any  trace  of  any  party  of  men  from  that 
county— Pickens  County.  I  did  not  hold  the  last  court  in  Greene  County,  but  exchanged 
with  another  judge ;  but,  so  far  as  I  know,  there  has  not  been  any  investigation  or  any 
indictment  against  the  murderers  of  that  solicitor. 

Question. — That  solicitor  was  named  Mr.  Boyd  f  • 

Atiswer.  Yes,  sir.  Several  outrages  were  rejwrted  in  Pickens  County  hymen  in  dis- 
guise, such  as  whipping  various  parties,  but  from  lack  of  testimony  they  were  unable 
to  ever  find  out  or  to  indict  the  pai'ties  connected  with  them.  That  was  in  the  spring 
of  1869.  There  was  no  difficulty  during  the  fall  term  of  18G9.  Indeed,  there  never  had 
been  any  difficulty  in  the  county  in  which  I  reside;  evei^thing  had  been  very  quiet. 
I  do  not  know  that  a  felony  had  been  committed  there  in  the  two  years  I  presided  in 
the  county  until  the  fall  before  the  last  election  there.  Then  there  was  an  old  man, 
Nathaniel  Edwards,  a  negro  man,  who  was  murdered  by  some  men — I  do  not  know  how 
many  there  were.  The  grand  jury  could  not  find  and  did  not  indict  the  murderers, 
although  they,  the  grand  jury,  were  particularly  charged  with  reference  to  that  case. 

Question.  Was  that  murder  committed  by  persons  who  were  armed  and  disguised  ? 

Answer,  They  were  armed,  but  I  could  not  find  out,  nor  did  the  graud  jury  find  out, 
that  they  were  disguised  at  all.  In  Smnter  County,  last  fall,  there  were  some  reports 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  hold  court  there.  Reports  of  that  character  capio 
to  me.  I  placed  no  reliance  ui)on  them,  because  they  could  not  be  traced  to  any  relia- 
ble source.  I  went  to  Sumter  County,  and  was  told  by  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  there 
that  he  did  not  know  whether  the  court  could  be  held ;  that  there  was  great  political 
excitement  there.  But  I  went  on  and  held  the  court  there  without  any  particular  dif- 
ficulty, except  certain  manifestations  of  resistance  to  the  orders  of  the  court  by  certain 
young  men,  and  the  frequent  expression  that  there  was  no  law  there  any  way  but  the 
law  of  nature. 

Question,  You  speak  of  opposition  to  the  orders  of  the  court.  In  what  manner  was 
that  opposition  manifestedi 

Ansteer.  I  saw  several  men  the  first  day  bringing  into  tho  court-room  their  pistols 
buckled  aronndthem,  audi  could  hear  their  pistols  strike  the  benches  as  they  sat  down. 
I  called  the  sheriflf  and  told  him  that,  while  the  court  recognized  the  constitutional  right 
of  every  person  to  bear  arms  in  self-defense,  it  did  not  recognize  the  necessity  of  any 
man  defending  himself  with  arms  before  a  court  of  justice.  I  told  him  that  persons  must 
not  bnng  their  pistols  into  court;  that  he  would  so  notify  them;  that  the  court  was 
warning  and  thought  it  was  able  to  protect  every  man  who  had  business  before  it ;  and 
that  il,  after  he  had  notified  the  persons,  they  still  attempted  to  bring  their  pistols  into 
court  he  would  arrest  them  and  bring  them  before  the  court.  In  the  afternoon  some  par- 
ties  brought  their  pistols  into  court.  I  furthermore  told  the  sherift  that  I  would  hold 
him  personally  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  tho  order.  I  received  a  note  from  one 
of  the  lawyers  stating  that,  if  I  would  pass  over  that  occurrence  in  the  afternoon,  they 
would  take  measures  to  have  tho  order  carried  out.  There  was  considerable  excitement 
manifested.  Articles  were  published  in  the  paper  there  intimating  that  it  was  a  trick 
of  the  court  to  bring  about  a  conflict  between  the  court  and  citizens  there,  and  claim- 
ing that  the  citizens  had  a  constitutional  right  to  bring  their  pistols  into  the  court* 
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honse.    But  the  bar  held  a  meeting,  although  I  did  not  know  it  at  the  time,  and  used 
their  inflnence  to  prevent  it,  anil  everything  passed  off  quietly  there. 

Qneiition,  Was  the  order  of  the  conrt  obeyed  after  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  except  in  ono  case ;  and  then,  as  soon  as  the  party  was  made  ac- 

2iiainted  with  the  order  he  obeyed  it.    I  forgot  to  state  that  in  that  countj',  in  Sumter 
Joimty,  in  the  spring  a  house  had  been  attacked.    An  oUl  man  by  the  name  of  Chot- 
teau  had  been  notified  to  leave.    An  Irishman  was  at  his  house  guarding  it ;  I  do  not 
recollect  the  name  of  the  Irishman.    A  party  came  there  that  night  disguised,  and 
fired  into  his  house;  this  man  fired  back  at  them  and  ono  of  them  was  killed.    At  the 
spring  term  of  the  court  one  or  two  parties,  I  do  not  now  recollect  which,  but  one  party  I 
Know  was  indicted  for  the  crime  of  arson.    I  learned  from  the  solicitor  at  the  next  temi 
of  the  court  that  every  one  of  the  witnesses  except  this  man,  Chotteau,  who  had  left  the 
county,  had  been  killed  in  the  county  within  six  months  atter  the  indictment  was 
fonnd.    The  sheriff  resigned  just  before  the  fall  term  of  1869,  and  there  was  no  court 
held  there  at  that  time.    Under  the  law  the  court  has  no  authority  to  appoint  a  coro- 
ner or  a  sherifi^  the'  appointing  power  resting  with  the  jj^overnor.    There  was  no  trou- 
ble at  any  time  in  executing  t3ie  laws  there  until  the  spring  of  1871.    Reports  came  to 
my  ears,  about  a  week  before  holding  court  in  my  own  county,  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  me  to  hold  court  there;  that  a  body  of  armed  men  from  Mississippi  would 
come  there  and  break  up  the  court;  that  they  did  not  intend  that  any  one  holding  office 
under  the  reconstruction  acts  should  continue  longer  in  office.    I  went  to  the  court- 
house alone;  that  is,  on  horseback,  (I  lived  about  8  miles  from  the  court-house,)  and 
opened  court  as  usual.    I  had  no  difficulty  at  all ;  I  charged  the  grand  jury,  and  the  court 
passed  off  very  quietly  the  first  week,  and  business  was  dispatched  as  satisfactorily  as 
ever.    That  w^as  also  the  case  on  Monday  of  the  second  week.    On  Tuesday  of  the  second 
week  there  was  some  noise  outside  and  some  drunkenness.   I  directed  the  sherili'to  send 
the  bailiff  out  and  to  put  a  stop  to  that  noise  or  bring  the  parties  into  court.    He  went 
out  and  quieted  the  disturbance.    It  being  nearly  four  o'clock,  the  hour  for  adjourning,  I 
adjourned  the  court.  I  afterward  heard  several  pistols  fired;  and  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  drunkenness  in  town.    Previous  to  this,  that  is,  during  the  first  week  of  the  court,  the 
sheriff  had  informed  me  that  he  had  information  it  would  bo  impossible  to  hold  court  iii 
that  county;  that  he'conld  not  maintain  order,  and  could  not  cany  out  the  orders  of  the 
court,  and  therefore  he  would  resign.    The  probate  judge,  Judge  IliU,  and  myself  urged 
him  not  to  resign,  and  told  him  if  he  resigned  it  would  be  imi)ossible  to  get  another  sheriff 
appointod,  and  the  court  would  have  to  give  up  that  term.    He  concluded  not  to  resign. 
The  probate  judge  of  that  county,  Judge  Hill,  had  previously  received  letters,  which  I- 
have  seen — I  do  not  recollect  their  dates — purporting  to  have  been  written  by  the  Ku- 
Klux,  (so  signed,)  ordeiing  him  to  vacate  liis  office,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  a  re- 
publican.   To  those  letters  he  paid  no  attention.    He  has  a  plantation  some  eight  miles 
from  the  county  seat.    Ono  day  as  he  was  riding  along,  about  3  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  Mount  Sterlmg,  a  nourishing  little  viUag«\  a  man 
lying  in  the  comer  of  the  fence,  twenty-five  yards  away,  I  should  think,  fired  at  him 
as  he  was  going  through  a  little  piece  of  woods.    The  judge  is  a  very  large  man,  and 
was  holding  the  reins  in  one  hand,  and  the  ball  passed  through  his  arm.    He  was  un- 
armed, and  did  not  stop  at  all,  but  drove  on  for  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  to  the  house 
of  a  physician,  where  he  had  his  arm  dressed.    The  physician  said  he  had  heard  the 
report  of  the  gun  or  rifle,  whichever  it  was.    About  a  week  after  that,  I  should  think 
it  TVS,  he  received  still  another  notice,  ordering  him  to  vacate  his  oflice,  stating  that 
he  had  been  wame<l  twice,  that  he  had  been  fired  at  once,  and  the  next  time  his  life 
would  bo  taken.    He  did  not  resign  then.    The  day  the  sheritT  handed  in  his  resi^a- 
tion,  on  the  Wednesday  morning  of  the  second  week,  the  people  there  held  a  meeting. 
A  part  of  them  were  in  favor  of  calling  upon  all  the  officers — the  republican  or  radical 
officers — to  resign.    Another  portion,  whose  counsels  prevailed,  were  in  favor  of  post- 
poning such  a  call  until  the  whole  county  could  be  heard  from.    The  next  convention 
was  to  meet  on  the  first  Saturday  of  May,  I  think,  and  the  meeting  adjourned  until 
that  time.    Before  that  time,  however,  the  sheriff  resigned,  and  stopped  the  court ;  and 
the  probate  judge  resigned  before  the  last  meeting.    This  meeting  came  t^)gother  and 
reaffirmed  some  resolutions  passed  at  a  previous  meeting,  held  in  Sumter  County,  call- 
iij^on  tho  circuit  judge  and  all  the  radical  officers  of  the  county  to  resign. 

l^uestion.  Were  those  meetings  called  as  pai*ty  meetings,  or  were  they  meetings  of 
citizens  without  respect  to  party  ? 

Answer.  They  purported  to  have  been  called  by  tho  people.  The  democratic  party 
held  a  meeting  tho  same  day  for  the  purpose  of  putting  out  nominations  for  those 
offices.  The  first  meeting  in  Sumter  County  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  nominating 
aconnty  superintendent — a  party  meeting  called  by  previous  notice — the  meeting  that 
passed  the  first  resolutions  in  reference  to  the  circuit  judge.  Those  resolutions  stated 
the  reasons  why  they  called  on  the  circuit  judge  to  resign.  The  first  resolution  stated 
that  they  were  in  favor  of  law  and  order  and  the  enforcement  of  the  laws,  and  i)ro- 
t^ed  against  any  violation  of  the  same.  The  second  resolution  stated  that  they  be- 
lieved that  the  Hon.  Luther  R.  Smith  coiUd  not  enforce  the  laws  in  that  circuit,  first, 
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on  account  of  his  general  disqualification  for  the  office ;  and,  secondly,  on  account-  of 
his  general  unpopularity.  The  third  I'esolution  stated  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  a 
mau  of  talent,  firnmtjss,  and  decision  in  the  office,  and  therefore  they  respectfully  re- 
quested the  circuit  judge  to  resign.  The  meeting  in  Choctaw  reaffirmed  those  resolu- 
tions, and,  furthermore,  stated  that  the  indications  at  the  recent  election  were  that  a 
large  majority  of  the  voters  in  his  circuit  would  not  have  been  in  favor  of  his  being 
circuit  judge,  and  on  that  ground  they  asked  him  to  resign.  The  reasons  stated  for 
asking  the  probate  jud<je  to  resign,  in  this  last  meeting,  were  that  he  was  incompetent, 
and  that  the  people  looked  upon  him  as  well  as  the  circuit  clerk  with  contempt ;  and 
on  that  account  they  asked  tnem  to  resign.  The  probate  judge  resigned;  indeed,  all 
the  republican  officers  in  tliat  county  have  resigned.  In  Pickens  County  the  probate 
judge  and  the  circuit  clerk  last  summer  received  notices  ordering  them  to  vacate  their 
offices.  They  immediately  shut  up  their  offices,  but  a  meeting  of  some  citizens  was 
called  there,  and  they  took  ground  on  the  side  of  the  officers  and  told  them  to  go  ahead. 
When  1  held  the  court  in  Greene  County  last  fall,  there  were  troops  sent  there ;  that 
was  after  the  affray  known  as  the  Eutaw  riot.  There  was  no  disturbance  at  all  during 
the  holdiug  of  the  court  there.  When  I  arrived  in  Pickens  County,  ITound  the  circuit 
clerk  in  the  ban-acks,  or  rather  with  the  troops.  He  had  gone  to  the  command  for 
safety. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Troops  were  stationed  in  Pickens  County  also  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  during  the  election.  I  did  not  see  the  clerk  l>efoTe  I  held  court ; 
and  I  inquired  of  the  sheriff  if  the  deputy  clerk  was  there,  and  he  said  he  was.  I  sent 
for  him  and  asked  hhn  if  he  was  still  deputy  clerk,  and  he  said  he  was.  I  said,  "  Wo 
will  open  court."  I  then  opened  the  court.  The  clerk  afterwards  came  in.  He  told 
mo  that  he  had  been  afraid  to  stay  in  his  house ;  that  he  ha<l  been  warned  that  his  life 
would  be  taken  if  he  did  not  give  up  the  office ;  and  that  he  really  thought  of  going 
away  with  the  troops  who  were  about  to  remove.  The  troops  moved  away  on  the 
third  day  of  the  first  week  of  the  session  of  the  court.  The  court  was  in  session  two 
weeks.  I  persuaded  the  clerk  to  remain  and  take  charge  of  the  duties  of  his  office.  I 
said  that  I  thought  the  sheriff*  would  be  able  to  protect  him ;  that  I  thought  there 
would  bo  no  trouble  about  it.  The  charge  against  him  was  that  during  the  election 
he  had  distributed  republican  tickets,  and  thereby  had  made  himself  obnoxious  in  that 
county.  There  was  another  case  in  that  county  which  was  brought  to  my  att-cutiou. 
A  mau  by  the  name  of  Latham,  I  think,  a  minister,  was  taken  out  and  whipped. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  he  white  or  colored  t 

Ansxcer.  He  was  a  white  man.  Ho  was  taken  out  and  whipped,  and  his  money  t^ken 
from  him  at  the  same  time.  The  charge  against  him  was,  that  in  his  locality  the  ne- 
groes had  received  republican  tickets,  and  he  was  suspected  of  having  furnisher!  them, 
although  he  did  not  vote,  and  was  in  Columbus  at  the  time  of  the  election.  I  do  not 
know  that  there  is  auv  other  instance  in  that  countv  that  I  can  relate  now. 

Question.  Does  that  embrace  all  the  counties  in  your  circuit  f 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir.  I  did  not  hold  the  court  in  Sumter  County  after  the  breaking  up  of 
the  court  in  Choctaw  County,  by  reason  of  the  resignation  of  the  sheriff*.  I  called  in 
the  juries  and  grand  jury  and  told  them  that  the  sheriff  having  resigned,  and  the^burt 
having  no  i)owcr  to  appoint  an  executive  officer,  it  would  bo  impossible  to  continue 
the  court  longer ;  that  while  their  duties  as  jurors  would  cease,  yet  their  duties  as  citi- 
zens would  not.  I  told  them  of  the  importance  of  obeying  the  laws,  of  the  ovil  effects 
of  anarchy,  and  then  dismissed  them.  I  then  got  on  my  horse  and  immediately  rode 
home  to  my  plantation,  about  eight  miles  from  Butler,  the  county  seat  of  Choctaw. 
As  I  was  riding  home,  when  I  was  about  a  mile  from  Butler,  I  met  eight  negroes  from 
mjr  place  with  their  double-barreled  guns  on  their  shoulders.  They  were  coming  down 
with  a  man  by  the  name  of  Seymour,  J*  think,  who  had  been  beaten  the  day  before  at 
Mount  Sterling.  I  asked  them  what  they  were  doing,  and  they  said  they  were  going 
to  take  him  before  the  grand  jury.  I  told  them  they  wore  doing  wrong ;  that  they 
ought  not  to  go  along  the  public  highways  with  their  guns  in  that  way ;  t-hat  the  man, 
if  he  had  been  assaulted,  could  have  gone  before  the  grand  jury  and  made  his  report ; 
but  that  they  were  doing  wrong  in  their  excitement  to  act  in  that  way.  I  directed 
them  to  go  back  home.  Ono  of  the  number,  the  leader,  who  was  formerly  the  foreman 
on  the  place,  stated  to  me  that  they  had  no  intention  of  going  into  tovnx  with  their 
guns,  but  as  the  man  had  been  badly  beaten  the  day  before,  they  wei-e  coming  down 
merely  to  protect  him  until  he  could  get  near  the  town  to  go  before  the  grand  jory. 
The  day  belbre,  this  boy,  who  was  a  witness  in  a  case,  had  taken  some  whisky,  I 
learned*  It  was  customary  for  me  to  send  for  my  mail  as  he  went  to  Mount  Sterling. 
While  there  a  young  mau,  a  white  man,  who  was  somewhat  intoxicated,  l>eat  him,  and, 
as  the  boy  stated,  said  to  him  that  he  was  anxious  to  find  the  man  who  had  been  car- 
rying Judge  Smith's  mail.    The  boy  got  away  from  him,  and  going  off  a  little  diistance 
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used  some  profane  language  against  parties  who  lived  in  Monnt  Sterling.  Upon  that, 
some  yonng  men,  school-lwys,  I  think,  (there  is  a  school  there,)  set  upon  him  and  heat 
him  very  severely  ;  cut  him'hadly.  He  came  up  to  the  plantation  and  reported  to  the 
freedmen  there  that  he  had  been  beaten  because  he  wanted  to  get  my  mail.  That  was 
his  story,  and  one  reason  that  exasperated  the  freedmen  somewhat.  Aft<?r  the  court  I 
was  unwell,  threatened  with  pneumonia,  and  physically  unable  to  go  to  Sumter  county, 
where  the  next  court  was  to  be  held.  And  I  was  told  by  parties  that  I  could  not  go 
to  Sumter  County ;  that  if  I  attempted  to  go  there  I  would  be  assassinated  on  the  way. 
Being  sick  I  did  not  attempt  to  go  there. 

QuesHcn.  When  was  that  f 

Answer,  That  was  this  last  spring.  I  left  on  a  Wednesday,  with  my  brother,  for  Mobile. 
Ibave  been  engaged  in  planting  there  ever  since  1865;  commencing  in  18G6.  I  had  built  a 
steam  mill  for  the  purpose  of  gnnding,  and  for  ginning  cotton,  not  only  for  the  plantation 
but  for  the  neighbors.  On  Thursday  night  after  I  left,  a  party  of  men  came  in  there, 
set  fire  to  the  mill,  to  the  bridge,  and  to  about  two  miles  of  fence  inclosing  my  crops. 
That  was  while  I  was  away.  1  went  to  Mobile,  to  Montgomery,  and  to  Talladega,  and 
then  went  back  to  Mobile  on  Monday,  where  I  learned  what  had  taken  place  on  my 
plantation.  The  court  in  Marengo  County  came  on  the  next  Monday.  I  met  a  man  in  . 
Mobile  named  Crcet,  I  think,  an  old  citizen  of  Demopolis,  who  told  me  that  he  thought 
I  ought  not  to  go  to  Marengo  County  and  hold  court  there ;  that  while  there  might  not 
be  any  disturbance  by  the  people  in  Marengo,  he  was  satisfied  that  there  would  be  a 
hand  of  men  who  would  come  in  there  to  break  up  the  court ;  and  it  would  reflect  very 
severely  upon  the  people  of  Marengo  County.  I  told  him  that  under  the  law  the  only 
excuse  I  had  for  not  holding  court  was  the  sickness  of  myself,  or  of  my  family,  or  the 
existence  of  an  epidemic;  that  nothing  of  that  sort  then  existed;  that  I  had  over 
been  treated  kindly  in  Marengo  County,  and  considere<l  the  members  of  the  bar  there 
my  personal  friends,  and  that  I  would* not  put  them  in  the  position  of  not  being  able 
to  have  the  civil  courts  held  until  I  went  there.  He  urged  that  if  I  did  go,  instead  of 
getting  off  at  the  nearest  point,  to  go  to  Demopolis  and  he  would  take  his  horse  and 
go  witii  me  to  the  county  seat.  Linden,  some  twenty  miles.  I  went  to  Demopolis,  but 
when  I  got  there  this  man  was  si^k,  and  his  son  went  down  with  me.  I  held  the.court ; 
had  no  difficulty  at  all ;  everything  passed  off  as  pleasantly  as  ever,  and  there  was 
nothing  to  mar  the  pleasure  of  the  court  or  to  interrupt  the  dispatch  of  business. 
After  that  I  went  to  Clay  County,  exchanging  with  Judge  Pelham,  of  the  ninth  judi- 
cial circuit,  and  he  went  to  Greene  County.  I  first  went  to  Randolph  County ;  the 
Randolph  court  was  only  one  week :  everything  passed  off  pleasantly,  and  there  was 
no  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  laws  there.  As  I  learned  there,  there  ha(l  previously  bopu 
a  raid,  by  what  is  known  as  the  Ku-Klux  organization,  upon  some  negroes  who  had  left 
one  part  of  the  county  and  been  employed  in  another  portion  known  as  Corn  House 
Creek,  I  think;  that  after  the  raid  met.  a  man  by  the  name  of  Lawrence, from  another 
county,  who  ha<l  been  brought  np  there,  as  they  said,  to  regulate  the  labor— after 
he  had  come  there  a  band  of  men  had  come  in  and  run  off  a  freedmau  from  a  ])lanta- 
tion  owned  by  a  lady,  I  think ;  I  do  not  remember  her  name.  Soon  alter  that  this  timn. 
Lawrence  was  sitting  in  the  house  of  a  minister  by  the  name  of  Toles,  and  ho  was  shot 
at,  the  load  passing  just  over  his  forehead.  There  had  not,  at  that  time,  beeu  any  fur- 
ther demonstrations  in  that  county.  I  chargetl  the  grand  jury  in  reference  to  those 
matters,  and  said  to  them  especially,  that  if  they  knew  of  any  violations  of  the  law 
and  failed  to  discharge  their  duty,  if  the  ovideuce  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  them  who 
were  the  persons  who  had  perpetrate<l  the  offense,  then  they  themselves  would  be  lia- 
ble, in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  to  indictment  under  the  enlorc^nient  bill  of  Congress. 
The  grand  jniy  worked  faithfully,  and,  I  think,  they  found  indictments  against  cer- 
tain offenders  in  that  county.  I  was  told  by  prominent  citizens  there  that  so  far  as 
these  outrages  were  concerned  the  people  did  not  need  any  protection,  either  from  the 
8tato  or  from  the  United  States. 

Question,  That  was  in  Randolph  County  f 

Aimcer,  Yes,  sir.  They  said  they  had  told  these  parties  that  if  they  commenced  their 
work  again  they  would  consider  it  an  act  of  war;  that  they  would  take  measures,  and 
they  did  take  measures,  to  form  companies  of  the  besi  citizens  there  to  defend  them- 
selves. That  is  in  the  county  which  furnished  the  most  soldiers  for  the  First  Alabama 
Regiment,  I  think,  in  the  Federal  service.  In  Clay  County,  which  was  the  next  county, 
there  was  no  difficulty  in  holding  the  court.  I  was  told  that  there  had  been,  and  I 
think  the  records  so  show,  some  eight  murders  in  that  county,  of  white  men,  within 
the  last  twelve  or  fouiteen  months.  Some  of  the  parties  charged  with  the  ofieuses 
were  under  indictment,  and  some  had  escaped.  I  know  of  no  difficulty  in  enforcing 
the  laws  in  that  county.  The  paper  published  in  my  county,  in  speaking  of  the  burn- 
ing of  my  mill,  said  that  from  the  best  information  they  had  it  was  insnretl  for  double 
ihh  amount  of  its  value.  The  fact  is,  that  it  was  not  insured  for  a  dollar.  Statements 
were  made  in  that  paper,  in  one  issue  that  I  saw,  that  republicans,  that  radicals  could 
not  hold  office  there;  that  the  i>eople  would  not  tolerate  them.  When  I  was  a^rpointed 
registrar  of  my  county,  and  chairman  of  the  board  of  registration,  betbre  I  took  tho 
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position  of  circuit  judge,  I  Went  to  one  of  my  neighbors,  who  bad  been  a  member  of 
the  secession  convention,  and  who  was  a  physician  and  a  very  talented  man,  and  stated 
to  bim  that  I  did  not  want  to  take  tbo  position  of  re«fi8trar ;  that  I  came  there  to  raise 
cotton,  and  not  to  take  any  official  position.  He  told  me  that  he  thought  I  had  better 
take  it;  that  I  had  been  there  planting  and  knew  the  negro  better  than  strangers 
would  know  him,  and  that  if  I  did  not  take  it  some  stranger  wouUl  come  in  and  take 
it.  I  did  so,  and  then  it  was  necessary  to  appoint  some  colored  man  on  the  board; 
that  was  the  law,  or  rather  the  order  of  General  Pope.  I  went  to  the  probate  judge 
of  the  county,  Judge  Bailey,  told  him  what  the  order  was,  and  askeil  him  to  recom- 
mend some  good  colored  man  to  me.  He  recommended  Daniel  Wibon,  wh(},  he  said, 
was  as  good  a  negro  as  there  was  in  the  county.  He  stated  further,  as  a  reconmienda- 
tion  of  the  negro,  that  he  had  for  some  twenty  years  been  a  member  of  the  same 
church  with  him.  In  going  over  the  county  and  registering,  I  always  told  the  people 
the  object  of  the  registration,  and  I  always  urged  upon  the  frewlmcn  to  become  good 
citizens,  and  to  be  iaithful  to  their  contracts.  1  also  told  them,  both  in  public  and  iu 
private,  that  they  could  never  expect  to  get  homes  for  themselves  until  they  had 
worked  and  earned  money  to  pay  lor  them.  We  had  no  difficulty  in  registering  the 
.  coimties,  going  over  both  count ie*  After  the  registration  I  sent  this  man  Wilson,  under 
orders  from  the  superintendent,  with  the  notice  for  the  election.  He  went  up  to  a  little 
town  called  Pelham,  about  nine  miles  from  where  I  live.  There  were  some  parties 
there,  whito  niou,  who  persuaded  him  to  drink  with  them,  as  he  afterwards  said  ;  I 
know  not  the  truth  of  it.  He  thinks  they  tlruggetl  the  liquor,  for  when  ho  had  got 
about  a  mile  from  theru  iwo  men  accosted  him,  a  white  man  and  a  colored  man,  and 
one  of  them  tired  at  him  ami  wounded  him,  the  bullet  just  passing  through  his  coat. 
He  fell  and  then  they  attempted  to  cut  his  throat,  and  he  was  saved  only  by  a  very 
heavy  beard  that  he  bail.  I  sent  for  him  and  took  him  on  my  place.  I  kept  him  there 
at  work.  There  was  intense  bitterness  of  feeling  against  the  constitution  in  the  elec- 
tion for  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  constitution.  I  held  the  election  in  Choctaw 
County.  There  was  a  sergeant  with  seven  soldiers  there.  I  then  thought,  and  I  still 
think,  that  there  would  have  been  an  attempt  to  break  up  the  election  there  if  there 
had  not  been  an  arrival  of  a  reenforcement  of  United  States  troops,  consisting  of  a 
lieutenant  and  some  seventeen  men.  There  was  some  drunkenness  there,  although  it 
was  contrary  to  onlers,  and  one  old  man  attemirted  to  go  into  the  office  with  his  knife 
drawn,  stating  that  if  there  was  to  be  a  difficulty  he  wanted  to  have  a  fair  fight. 
That  bitterness,  however,  wore  away  very  much.  During  the  first  two  years  I  held 
court  there,  there  was  no  bitterness  manifested  there,  none  at  all  so  far  as  I  was  per- 
sonally concerned.  • 

Question,  In  your  judgment  and  belief,  out  of  what  has  grown  this  bitterness  and  op- 
position to  the  ex^cise  of  the  official  duties  of  the  persons  iu  those  counties  ?  What 
IS  your  belief  on  that  subject  f 

Answer,  I  think  the  bitterness  has  grown  out  of  the  fact  that  wo  were  republicans, 
and  in  favor  of  the  reconstruction  acts  of  Congress. 

Qttesiion,  Ui>on  what  do  you  base  that  beliei^ 

Answer,  I  base  it  upon  the  fact  that  in  conversation  with  those  men,  prominent  men 
of  my  own  comity,  in  speaking  of  those  reconstruction  acts — when  the  constitution 
was  formed  there  was  an  oath  in  which  it  was  required  that  everj^  man  should  swear 
that  he  would  accept  the  political  and  .civil  equality  of  all  men  ;  aud  that  he  would 
not  injure  or  attempt  to  iiyure  any  person  in  his  affiiation  with  any  i)olitical  party — 
one  man,  whom  I  now  have  in  my  mind  pai'ticularly,  asked  me  if  1  thought  any  whito 
man  could  take  such  an  oath  ?  I  remarked  to  him  tijat  I  not  only  thouglit  so,  but  be- 
lieved that  in  less  than  one  year  they  would  do  so;  and  in  less  than  one  year  every  one 
did  take  that  oath.  I  had  heard  men,  when  speaking  of  certain  persons  against  whom 
there  was  great  bitterness  manifested,  say  that  they  had  no  objection  to  them  except 
on  account  of  their  political  principles.  And  I  have  noticeil  furthermore  that  this  hos- 
tility has  not  been  conhned  to  men  of  bad  character :  but  it  has  been  against  men  no 
matter  what  their  character — generally  the  better  the  character  the  more  bitter  the 
hostility. 

Question,  You  have  spoken  of  some  resolutions  passed  in  Choctaw  County  ixsquestiug 
you  to  resign,  and  giving  the  reasons  for  that  request. 

Ansicer,  First  iu  Sumter  County. 

Question,  Will  you  state  whether  the  democratic  members  of  the  bar  there  had  givea 
you  any  private  expression  of  their  belief  in  your  qualilications  for  the  discharge  of 
your  duties. 

Answer.  A  former  judge  of  the  court,  Judge  Cobbs,  who  was  appoiijt<'d  by  Governor 
Parsons  under  the  provisional  government,  and  afterwards  elected,  in  the  uill  of  IciGd, 
after  I  liad  qualified,  published,  in  the  Eutaw  Whig,  a  notice,  which  I  have  in  this  city, 
stating  that  he  no  louger  considered  the  order,  Ko.  100,  (I  think  that  was  the  order,) 
binding  upon  bim,  aud  that  ho  should  ^o  on  to  hold  court  there  as  usual. 

Question,  What  was  the  order  you  reter  to  f 

Answer,  An  order  installing  officers. 
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By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  A  miKtary  order  T 
Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

By  tho  Chairman  : 

Question.  Issaed  by  the  military  commauder,  after  the  adoption  of  the  coustitutiouT 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  under  that  order  1  ho  State  government  ^vcnt  into  operation. 
The  election  occurred  in  March,  and  it  was  not  until  Jnly  that  tho  State  government 
'went  into  operation.  When  I  held  the  court  there  in  tho  spring  I  had  a  conversation 
Tvith  tho  judge ;  he  was  very  friendly  with  me ;  indeed  every  member  of  tho  bar  was. 
I  stated  to  the  judge,  jocularly,  that  the  i-easou  why  I  did  not  hold  the  courts  the  fall 
before  was,  that  I  saw  the  notice  in  the  papers  that  ho  was  going  to  hold  tliem,  and  I 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  have  two  judges  to  hold  the  same  court.  He  then  re- 
marked that  in  case  tho  democratic  ticket  had  been  elected  he  proposed  to  try  the  con- 
stitutionality of  those  acts,  and  it  was  with  that  view  he  had  given  notice  that  ho 
would  hold  the  courts.  1  ought  to  state  that  last  fall,  when  I  went  to  Greene  County, 
I  bad  a  note  handed  me,  signed  by  three  members  of  the  bar,  Chancellor  Clark,  Mr. 
Morgan,  I  think,  and  Mr.  Coleman,  stating  that  they  wished  to  meet  mo  in  Chancellor 
Clark^s  ofBce.  1  went  there  immediately  and  met  them.  They  said  they  had  had  a 
meeting  before,  in  the  morning,  and  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  not  best 
to  have  the  court  held  that  fall.  I  asked  them  why,  and  they  said  that  a  white  man's 
house,  Flem.  Cross,  I  think  tho  name  was,  had  recently  been  fired  into,  and  there  was 
great  -excitement.  One  gentleman  stated  that  ho  doubted  whether  parties  and  wit- 
nesses would  leave  their  homos.  I  stated  to  them  frankly  that  the  law  gave  me  only 
three  excuses  for  not  holding  court :  one  was,  sickness  of  myself;  another,  tho  sickness 
of  my  family,  and  the  third,  an  epidemic,  and  that  neither  of  those  causes  existed.  I 
furthermore  stated  to  them  that  I  would  hold  the  court  from  10  o'clock  in  tho  morn- 
ing till  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  :  and  that  then  if  parties  would  go  homo  and  stay 
there  I  thought  there  would  be  no  disturbance  ;  that  if  there  was  violence  and  crime 
in  tho  county,  that  was  only  an  additional  reason  why  the  court  should  be  held,  and 
grand  juries  should  be  organized*;  but  that  if  they,  representing  the  members  of  the 
bar,  would  put  their  names  to  a  paper  stating  that  the  condition  of  Greene  County 
was  such  that  the  court,  could  not  be  held  there,  so  that  I  could  forwanl  it  to  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  or  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I  would  then  act  upon  it. 
The  chancellor  said,  *'We  will  do  no  such  thing."  He  then  agreed  with  me  that  the 
court  had  better  be  held.  We  went  on  and  held  the  court,  and  there  was  no  difficulty 
at  all,  and  no  manifestation  of  an  otltbreak. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  in  the  character  of  the  cases  to  be  tried  at  the  ap- 
proaching term  of  that  court  calculated  to  give  rise  to  any  such  feeling  in  the  commu- 
nity? 

Answer.  There  was  only  this  occurrence  that  had  happened  before,  in  reference  to  tho 
speaking  at  a  jtolitical  meeting  at  Eutaw ;  that  had  occnrred  before  the  court. 

Question.  That  had  happened  before  this  interview  you  are  now  speaking  of  with 
C!hanceilor  Clark  and  others  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  1  am  speaking  ^nerally  of  your  district.  Was  there  anything  in  the  cases 
that  were  expected  to  bo  tned,  or  that  were  tried  in  your  courts,  calculated  to  call  forth 
Buch  frelings  ? 

Anstcer.  1  do  not  think  there  was ;  I  do  not  know  that  there  was. 

Question.  Have  you  known  of  instances  in  your  district  in  which  there  have  been 
convictions  of  persons  charged  with  the  offense  of  whipping  or  shooting  persons,  when 
they  were  disguised  f 

Answer.  No  convictions  that  I  know  of;  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  case. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  trials  T 

Ansicer.  No  trials,  and  I  think  no  indictments  in  my  courts.  This  indictment,  to 
which  I  have  already  referred,  in  the  case  of  arson  in  Sumter  County ;  there  has  been 
no  trial  in  that  case  yet  in  that  county. 

Question.  Were  there  any  trials  in  either  Clay  or  Handolph  County  when  you  were 
holding  court  there  as  the  judge  of  that  circuit  f 

Ansicer,  There  was  one  trial  there,  where  two  parties  pleaded  guilty ;  but  in  that 
case  it  a£)peared  that  they  were  not  disguised.  It  was  a  case  of  lynching,  where  one 
man  persuaded  four  other  young  men  to  go  with  him  and  whip  a  negro  woman,  for  the 
purpose  of  driving  her  out  of  the  county.  It  was  stated  that  she  had  had  a  white  child, 
and  had  stated  that  the  uncle  of  this  young  man  was  the  ^ther  of  tho  child.  That 
apjwai-ed  in  the  testimony.  The  young  man  who  plead  guilty  statod  that  after  ho  was 
mside  nearly  dninlc  this  young  man  told  him  ho  wordd  give  him  ^  if  he  would  whip 
that  negro  woman,  and  ho  did  so. 

Question.  In  either  of  your  circuits  were  there  jury  trials. for  crimes  ordinarily  occur- 
ing  in  a  community  ? 

AuTtcer.  There  were. 
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Question.  Was  there  auy  difficulty  in  administering  justice  in  those  cases  f 

Answer.  No  difficulty  at  all. 

Question,  Was  there  any  difficulty  in  identifying,  apprehending,  and  bringing  to  jus- 
tice in  yonr  district  persons  charged  with  such  offenses  f 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  think  there  was  where  there  was  no  political  bearing. 

Questioti.  So  far  as  you  have  been  informed,  what  number  of  offenses  have  occurred 
throughout  your  circuit,  of  the  character  to  which  I  have  referred ;  offenses  committed 
by  men  armed  and  in  disguise,  who  rode  at  night  f  Have  you  had  occasion  to  look  into 
that  matter  ! 

Anstcer,  I  have  nofe  had  occasion  to  do  so;  I  could  not  state  from  ray  personal  knowl- 
edge. 

By  Mr.  Van  Tkump  : 

Question,  Do  you  mean  that  no  crime  committed  in  that  region,  growing  out  of  polit- 
ical matters,  committed  by  bands  of  men,  has  been  prosecut^  and  pimished  T 
Answer,  I  do  not  mean  that. 
Question,  Well,  committed  by  men  in  disguise  f 
Ansicer.  I  do  not  mean  that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  the  administration  of  justice,  then,  is  there  practically  any  obstacle  in 
any  cases  other  than  those  of  offenses  committed  by  armed  bands  of  disguised  men  f 

Answer,  I  think  not. 

Question.  Have  they  been,  or  can  they  be,  brought  to  justice  ? 

Answer,  They  have  not  been ;  I  doubt  very  much  whether  they  can  be  now.  Although 
I  can  say  that  in  the  county  of  Pickens,  when  I  last  held  court,  there  had  been  a  very 
marked  improvement  in  the  sentiment  of  the  community  in  reference  to  the  enforce- 
ment of  law  and  order. 

Question.  To  what  do  yon  attribute  that  improvement  f 

Answer.  To  the  fact  that  men  in  disguise  have  gone  outside  of  the  political  scope  of 
offenses,  have  gone  to  parties  who  had  affiliated  with  themselves  in  politics,  and  have 
endeavored,  for  mercenary  motives,  to  drive  them  out  of  the  country.  One  case  that  I 
have  in  my  mind  particularly  is  that  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Moore,  in  Pickens 
County.  He  had  advanced  money  largely,  and  taken  mortgages ;  he  received  a  no- 
tice ordering  him  to  leave  the  county  within  h\G  days;  he  consulted  a  lawyer,  and 
published  a  card  stating  that  he  would  not  leave,  and  that  they  could  fiud  liim.  lie 
told  me  himself  that  for  some  time  after  that  lie  had  twelve  men  with  shot-guns 
guarding  him.  Another  case  that  occurred  in  Marengo  County  was  the  case  of  a  man 
from  Ohio,  who  was  engaged  in  teaching  a  school  upon  a  plantation  owned  by  a  prom- 
inent citizen  there — Mr.  Glover.  Mr.  Glover  was  opposed  to  the  republican  party,  and 
always  had  been ;  he  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  county,  and  had  hired  this  man  to 
teacli  there,  and  had  -him  to  assist  him  in  keeping  his  books.  Not  long  since  a  party 
of  ten  men  came  and  took  him  out,  stripped  him,  beat  him,  and  onlered  him  to  leave. 
Mr.  Glover  published  a  card  in  the  paper  denouncing  the  thing,  and  told  the  young 
man  to  stay  with  him,  and  he  would  protect  him. 

Question,  Has  the  legislation  of  Congress  in  reference  to  this  class  of  offenses  had  any 
effect  on  public  sentiment,  or  public  action  in  reference  to  them? 

Anstccr.  I  think  it  has  had  a  very  favorable  effect.  In  conversation  with  certain 
gentlemen  in  the  different  counties  they  have  stated  to  me  that  while  there  was  a 
^eat  deal  of  clamor  against  it  outside,  yet  really  very  large  numbers  of  people  were 
m  favor  of  it,  for  the  reason  that  if  the  State  government  could  not  reach  such  char- 
acters, then  they  wanted  the  United  States  Government  to  do  it.  In  regard  to  this 
convention,  I  omitted  to  state 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Which  convention  T 

Anstcer,  The  convention  in  Sumter  County,  which  passed  some  resolntions  to  which 
the  chairman  referred  a  few  minutes  since.  Those  resolntions  were  sprung  upon  the 
meeting  without  any  previous  notice.  One  of  the  members  of  the  convention  pub- 
lished a  note  stating  that  the  meeting  was  not  called  for  that  purpose,  and  that  h©  was 
opposed  to  it.  At  the  time  I  went  to  Mobile  a  rumor  was  startecl  that  I  hud  resigned 
and  had  gone  to  Washington ;  a  former  judge  immediately  had  a  petition  signed  for 
his  apiM>intment,  fend  sent  it  to  three  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  his  own  county, 
one  of  whom.  Judge  Reavis,  had  been  foi-merly  judge  of  the  court,  and  is  the  author 
of  a  digest;  those  men  refused  to  sign  it;  and  there  were  members  of  the  bar,  in  the 
other  counties,  who  stated  that  no  amount  of  partisan  feeling  would  permit  them,  or 
would  force  them,  to  consent  to  the  change. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Do  yon  believe  that,  upon  the  whole,  there  is  an  improvement  in  the  dla- 
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podtion  of  the  people  to  sabmit  to  the  law,  both  State  and  national,  and  to  assist  iu  its 
proper  administration  ? 

Ansicer,  I  think  there  is. 

Question,  Ton  think  there  is  a  better  state  of  feeling  now  than  there  was  some  months 
agot 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Do  yon  mean  In  all  the  counties  f 
Answer,  In  the  counties  in  which  I  have  been« 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  In  the  counties  of  your  circuit  ?  ' 

Answer,  In  the  counties  of  my  circuit.  I  cannot  speak  particularly  of  Greene  County, 
for  I  have  not  been  there  lately.  In  my  county  there  are  divisions  among  the  parties 
who  have  been  using  these  illegal  means  of  getting  oflScers  out  of  office,  which  tend  to 
disconcert  them.  For  instance,  at  this  meeting  in  which  they  resolved  that  all  the 
republican  officers  should  resign,  one  of  their  number  got  up  a  petition  to  obtain  the 
appointment  of  probate  judge.  There  were  several  other  candidates,  and  they  were 
incensed  because  he  did  not  submit  his  claims  to  the  convention ;  and  to-  day  they 
prox>ose  to  have  a  convention  to  pass  resolutions  tliat  he  shall  resign.  On  the  day  the 
court  adjourned  for  the  reason  that  the  sheriff  resigned,  it  was  stated  in  Choctaw 
county  titiat  if  the  radical  officers  did  not  resign  by  the  first  day  of  May  they  would  be 
murdered. 

By  IMr.  Pool: 

Question,  Last  May  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qu^tion.  Is  that  improvement  in  public  sentiment  to  which  you  have  referred  such 
that  a  man  may  now  express  and  advocate  his  political  sentiments  through  that  dis- 
trict  without  incurring  personal  danger  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  thiuk  he  can  do  it  now. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  by  that  that  no  man  of  either  party  can  do  so  t 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  mean  that  no  man  of  either  party  can  do  so.  I  mean  that  a 
republican  cannot  do  it  with  safety  at'  the  present  time. 

Question,  1  am  speaking  of  the  present  time. 

Answer.  And  yet  I  would  not  say  that  a  majority  of  the  people  would  be  in  favor  of 
any  of  those  violent  measures.    I  do  not  think  they  are. 

Question.  Do  they  assist  in  repressing  them,  either  by  the  force  of  their  influence,  or 
in  compelling  legal  measures  against  them  t 

Answer.  They  nave  not  taken  any  active  part  thus  far,  except  in  the  one  county  I 
have  mentioned.  I  only  judge  of  the  effect  of  their  influence  by  the  results,  basing  my 
inference  upon  the  supposition  that  the  grand  juries  reflect  the  public  sentiment. 

Question.  Does  this  condition  of  political  feeUn^  to  which  you  have  referred  inter- 
fere with  the  civil  rights  of  parties  in  the  administration  of  justice,  for  instance,  in 
cases  arising  upon  contracts,  or  where  there  is  a  contested  title  to  land,  or  anything  of 
that  sort  ? 

Ansiver,  I  do  not  think  it  does. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Suppose  a  colored  man  is  a  party  in  such  a  case  t 
Anstcer,  I  think  that  would  make  a  difference. 

By  the  Chairbhan  : 

Question.  What  would  be  the  difference  t 

Answer.  The  difference  would  be  in  favor  of  the  white  man.  The  same  degree  of 
evidence  would  not  seeure  a  verdict  for  a  colored  man  that  would  for  a  white  man ; 
nor  would  it  take  the  same  amount  to  convict  a  colored  man  that  it  would  to  convict 
a  white  man. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Do  you  mean  the  same  degree  of  white  testimony  or  of  colored  testimony  T 
Answer.  White  testimony. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Has  there  been,  or  is  there  now,  any  attempt  at  violence  to  interfere  with 
the  due  administration  of  justice  in  cases  other  than  those  to  which  you  have  referred, 
requiring  the  officers  themselves  to  resign  f 

Ansuser,  I  do  not  think  there  is. 
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Queetion,  Has  there  boeu  anythiDg  done  bearing  upon  individaal  cases  to  prevent  the 
trial  of  particular  cases  ? 

Answer,  There  was  one  case  in  Pickens  County,  where  a  man  came  to  have  a  cofn- 
test-etl.iudginent  set  aside  which  had  been  rendefed  at  the  last  teim  of  the  court  lor 
his  i'ailing  to  bo  there.  Ho  stated  that  the  reason  he  had  not  been  there  was  becaosc 
an  armed  baud  of  disguised  men  came  to  him  and  told  him  that  if  he  came  there  his 
life  woidd  be  in  danger. 

Question,  Was  that  because  of  anything  connected  with  the  case,  or  from  its  rela- 
tion to  other  events  f 

Jmtcer,  I  tliiuk  it  was  from  something  connected  with  the  case. 

Qitestian,  How  far  is  your  residence  from  the  town  of  Meridian,  in  Mississippi? 

An8W€i\  About  thirty-eight  miles. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Qua^lion,  You  said  there  was  something  connected  with  the  case  to  which  you  have 
just  referred  which  affected  the  presence  of  the  party.    What  was  it  ? 

Answer,  I  think  this  party  was  a  defendant  in  the  case.  A  man  had  been  prosecutor 
and  had  secui'ed  an  indictment  against  that  party  and  another.  From  the  statement 
made  to  me  at  the  last  court,  I  judged  this  party  did  not  want  that  defendant  to  come 
there;  and  I  judged  so  also,  not  only  from  his  own  testimoily,  but  from  the  fact  that 
the  proseoutor  was  not  there  himself,  and  the  case  was  dismissed  as  to  this  party,  and  the 
prosecutor  was  taxed  wiih  the  costs.  I  do  not  know  that  in  that  case  there  was  any 
political  significance,  of  my  own  knowledge. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Recurring  now  to  the  question  I  put  to  you,  as  to  the  distance  you  live 
from  the  town  of  Meridian :  have  any  of  the  parties  who  took  part  in  the  proceedings 
there,  from  your  county,  or  from  any  of  the  counties  in  your  district,  been  identified 
as  persons  who  went  over  into  Mississippi  and  participated  in  the  riot  at  Meridian  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  that  any  parties  in  mv  county  have  been  identified,  nor  do  I 
know,  of  my  own  knowledge,  that  any  have  been  identified  from  any  of  the  other 
counties  in  ray  circuit. 

Question,  Did  a  man  by  the  name  of  Renfro  take  part  in  any  of  the  proceedings 
there  ? 

Answer,  1  was  approached  by  this  man,  Renfro,  during  the  last  fall  term  of  the  court 
in  Siuuter  County.  I  was  approached  by  him  (ind  another  party.  I  learned  before  I 
went  there  that  I  would  be  approached  by  somebody,  I  did  not  know  the  name  then, 
and  required  to  make  an  explanation  of  certain  statements  that  had  been  made  to  me. 
The  previous  summer  the  circuit  clerk  had  been  forced  to  resign  in  that  county ;  at 
least  he  sent  me  his  letter  of  resionation,  in  which  ho  stated  that  it  was  necessary  for 
him  to  resign  in  order  to  save  his  life.  His  name  was  Price.  I  was  a  delegate  to  the 
State  convention.  When  I  went  there  I  had  a  conversation  with  Colonel  Hemdon ; 
I  do  not  recollect  the  particulars  of  the  conversation,  but  it  was  in  reference  to  the  re- 
publican meeting  held  in  Livingston  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  pre- 
Tented.  He  made  a  statement  that  some  person  had  placed  a  pistol  at  Bob  Reed*s 
breast — Reed  was  a  prominent  negro  and  connected  with  the  convention — and  had 
driven  him  out  of  4he  town. 

Question,  1  only  wished  to  get  at  the  fact  whether  this  man  Renfro  had  taken  part  in 
any  of  the  violent  proceedings  at  Meridian. 

Answer,  I  have  been  informed  that  he  was  connected  with  the  proceedings  at  Merid- 
ian ;  but  I  do  not  know  that. 

Question,  What  is  his  first  name  f 

Answer,  1  cannot  tell ;  I  might  remember  it  if  it  was  suggested  to  me,  but  I  canoot 
call  it  to  mind  now. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  In  order  to  get  at  a  correct  and  full  statement  of  the  condition  of  afiairs  in 
these  difierent  portions  of  the  South,  what,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  the  best  means, 
both  as  regards  the  getting  of  information  and  the  cneapest  mode  of  doing  it — to  go 
down  to  those  places,  or  to  sit  here,  as  a  committee,  and  examine  witnesses  summoned 
from  the  South  f 

Answer.  So  far  as  the  expense  is  concerned,  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  answer. 

Question.  Well,  so  far  as  getting  at  the  tnith  is  concerned  ? 

Answer.  1  think  you  womd  be  quite  as  likely  to  get  at  the  truth  to  have  the  witnesses 
come  here ;  I  judge  so  from  the  fact  that  in  cer^iu  localities  witnesses  who  know 
would  be  afraid  to  testify. 

Question.  Why  would  they  be  more  afraid  to  testify  there  than  here  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  unless  because  the  danger  there  would  be  more  inunediate. 
I  know  that  in  tho  investigations  there  there  were  witnesses  who  had  previously  made 
ceitain  statements,  and  when  they  came  before  the  grand  juries  they  did  not  make  the 
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nuae  statements ;  and  they  afterward  stated  that  the  reason  was  that  they  were  afraid 
to  do  so.    I  do  not  know,  though,  that  that  would  bo  the  case  now. 

^etfum.  Ton  think,  then,  the  only  difiterenco  would  bo  that  whatever  danger  there 
might  be  wonld  bo  moro  immediate  there.  If  the  fact  was  known  to  the  witnesses 
that  whatever  testimony  they  gave  hero  would  be  published,  would  it  make  any  dif- 
&feneo? 

Angwar.  I  think  at  that  time  it  would;  if  tho  testimony  was  to  be  published  imme- 
diately, perhaps  it  would  not  make  much  difference. 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  12, 1871. 
LEWIS  E.  PARSONS  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qnesthn,  Judge  Luther  R.  Smith,  in  his  testimony,  made  the  statement  that  some 
pnbKc  meetings  held  in  his  district  had  adopted  resolutions  requesting  him  to  resign, 
giving  as  one  of  the  reasons  for  making  that  request  that  he  was  incompetent.  Will 
Tou  state  whether  you  arc  acquainted  with  Judge  Smith,  and  with  the  reputation  he 
bears  in  the  profession  and  in  the  community  where  he  resides  T 

AntwiT.  I  never  saw  Judge  Smith  on  the  bench  until  our  courts  just  passed ;  he  held 
a  court  in  Clay  County,  in  our  State.  That  is  a  county  in  which  I  practice  regularly. 
1  »w  him  during  the  entire  week,  and  had  an  opportunity  to  observe  closely  his  bear- 
li^  as  a  judge,  aud  the  manner  in  which  he  transacted  the  business  of  the  court ;  and 
I  had  a  pretty  fair  opportunity,  from  the  character  of  tho  cases  before  him,  to  iudge 
something  of  his  knowledge  as'a  lawyer  and  as  a  judge,  and  I  state,  with  no  small  de- 
gree of  confidence,  that  he  is  a  very  able  man  as  a  judge,  and,  I  think,  impressed  every 
one  at  the  bar  with  that  fact,  and  with  his  impartiality  and  promptness  in  his  decisions, 
as  \rell  as  with  bis  general  accuracy.  Of  course,  the  counsel  that  loses  takes  exceptions, 
bat  the  general  sentiment  was  that  he  was  a  fair  and  impartial  judge,  as  well  as  an 
able  one. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  his  reputation  is  in  the  profession  in  the  district  where 
he  resides  f 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know  personally,  because  I  do  not  practice  in  that  part  of  tho 
State,  but  I  have  heard  it  said  that  it  was  very  good.  I  have  seen  the  proceedings  of 
pnblic  meetings  requesting  him  to  resign,  because  of  his  incompetency  and  general 
unpopularity. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Judge  Smith,  while  on  the  bench,  has  mingled  pretty 
lircely  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  S^te  there  f 

Answer.  Not  of  my  nersonal  knowledge.  I  understood,  in  fact  I  heard  him  admit, 
that  he  presided  as  chairman  of  the  State  republican  convention,  at  Selma,  in  1870. 

'Question.  While  he  was  on  the  bench  ? 

Answer.  While  he  held  the  office  of  circuit  judge. 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  13, 1871. 
Bev.  A.  S.  LAKIN  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QueaUon.  In  what  part  of  Alabama  do  yon  reside,  and  how  long  have  you  resided 
fheref 

Answer.  I  reside  in  Huntsville,  in  the  northern  part  of  Alabama  J  I  have  resided 
tiicre  five  years  and  about  eight  months. 

Qwrtfon.  What  is  your  profession  T 

Answer.  I  am  a  minister  of  the  gospel. 

QuesHon.  Of  what  denomination  f 

Answer,  Of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Question.  Will  you  now  proceed  to  give  us  your  knowledge  and  observation  of  the 
organization  and  operations  of  what  is  Imown  as  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  in  Alabama  during 
yonr  residence  there  I  Give  us  as  succinct  a  statement  as  you  can  of  such  occurrences 
M  have  fallen  under  yonr  own  observation. 

Answer,  In  the  fall  of  1867  I  was  appointed  to  the  Montgomery  district. 

Q^tesHon.  As  a  preacher  or  as  presiding  elder  f 

j^^Bwer,  As  presiding  elder.    We  were  then  a  missionary  conference ;  hut  our  reports 
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were  obstructed,  our  drafts  were  abstracted,  and  our  preachers  were  in  suffering  cir- 
cumstances. I  was  ordered  by  Bishop  Clark  to  go  out  on  a  roving  commission,  with 
the  names  and  amounts  due  each  presidinjc  elder  and  each  preacher  in  each  of  the 
presiding  elder  districts.  The  drafts  were  Ibrwarde-d  to  me  and  I  cashed  them,  and,  in 
mjr  saddle,  I  traveled  six  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  through  the  mountains  and  valleys, 
permeating  almost  every  portion  of  Northern  Alabama.  In  my  travels  I  put  up  with 
some  of  the  leading  men  of  the  State,  and  learned  from  them  this  fact :  that  they  never 
would  submit ;  that  they  never  would  yield ;  they  had  lost  their  property,  their  repu- 
tation ;  and,  last  and  worst  of  all  their  sufferings,  their  slaves  were  made  their  equals, 
or  were  likely  to  be,  and  perhaps  their  superiors,  to  rule  over  them.  In  extended  con- 
versations with  them  I  inquired  how  we  would  help  ourselves.  They  said  there  was 
an  organization  already  very  extensive,  and  that  would  spread  over  the  Southern 
States,  that  would  rid  them  of  this  terrible  calamity.  I  stated  that  wo  would  be 
arrested  and  punished ;  that  the  Grovemment  would  visit  ui)on  us  probably  heavier 
judgments  t^ian  any  we  had  experienced.  They  said  they  could  rule  that  and  control 
it.  I  asked  how,  and  they  replied,  "  Why,  suppose  a  man  drops  out  here'' — meaning 
that  they  would  kill  him—"  while  that  is  being  investigated,  another  will  drop  out 
here  and  there  and  yonder,  until  the  cases  are  so  frequent  and  numerous  that  we  will 
overwhelm  the  courts,  and  nothing  can  withstand  the  omnipotence  of  popular  senti- 
ment and  public  opinion.'^  I  gathered  these  facts  from  various  sources ;  they  seem^ 
to  be  patent.  On  my  arrival  at  Huntsville,  after  this  long  and  tedious  tour,  I  learned 
of  the  organization  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klau.  It  answered  precisely  the  description,  and 
seemed  to  answer  precisely  the  design  expressed  by  these  leading  men.  In  the  autumu 
or  in  the  summer  of  the  year  1B68  I  was  elected  president  of  the  State  University. 
Early  in  the  month  of  September  myself  and  Dr.  N.  B.  Cloud,  State  superintendent  of 
public  instruction  in  Alabama,  went  to  Tuscaloosa  to  take  charge  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity, which  had  been  in  a  condition  of  controversy  and  very  much  disconcerted. 
On  the  following  day  I  saw  notices — Ku-Klux  notices,  several  of  them — warning  cer- 
tain men  living  in  the  town  to  leave  the  country.  As  we  passed  along  the  streets  we 
heard  unearthly  sounds. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  In  the  day-time  f 

Aimoer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  day-time;  men  screaming,  and  groaning,  and  grunting,  evi- 
dently intended  as  flings  and  insults  to  the  doctor  and  myself.  Professor  Wymaii,  the 
acting  president,  refused  to  surrender  the  keys  of  the  university.  Everything  indicated 
to  me  that  it  was  not  safe  to  remain  in  the  town.  I  ordered  my  horse  and  drove  rapidly 
eight  miles  toward  Huntsville,  and  reached  my  quarters  after  night,  the  same  place 
where  I  had  stopped  three  nights  before.  My  horse  was  placed  in  a  new  position  and 
my  buggy  moved  out  of  si^ht.  While  seated  on  the  veranda;  about  9  o'clock,  I  heard 
the  footsteps  of  numerous  horses ;  my  host  said  tome  "  Sit  still ;"  and  they  swept  past, 
probably  twenty-five  horsemen,  the  men  disguised,  and  a  rope  around  the  neck  ol  one 
of  the  horses. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Did  the  men  carry  arms  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  seemed  to  have  pistols  belted  around  them.  In  the  morning 
the  gentleman  directed 'mo  by  a  by-road  around  this  point  of  danger  j  they  supposed  I 
would  stop  at  a  public  house  f(Mk  miles  further  on. 

By  Mr.  Van  TifCMP : 

Question,  Who  do  you  mean  by  "  they  ?"  You  say  "they  supposed"  you  would  stop 
at  a  public  house. 

Anstver,  The  band  that  was  pursuing,  and  I  was  sent  around.  In  the  morning  this 
gentleman  and  another  man  told  me  that  they  saw  and  heard  enough  in  the  town  to 
know  that  I  was  to  be  Ku-Kluxed  that  night,  to  be  hung.  And  in  the  morning  there 
were  three  colored  men  in  the  back  veranda,  with  pistols  and  guns,  for  ray  protection. 
A  day  or  two  aft-er  there  was  an  issue  of  the  Tuscaloosa  Monitor  that  will  illustrate  the 
facts  to  which  I  refer.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  copy  of  the  Cincinnati  Commercial,  of  Sep- 
tember 19, 1868,  in  which  is  copied  the  article  from  the  Tuscaloosa  Monitor,  which  I 
sent  to  them.  It  contains  a  fac  simile  of  the  cut,  which  was  published  broadcast  with 
the  reading  matter  of  the  issue. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  say  that  cut  and  that  article  appeared  in  the  Tuscaloosa  paper  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  two  days  after  I  left  that  city. 

Question,  Do  you  desire  to  have  that  incorporated  into  your  testimony  ? 

Ansiccr  Yes,  sir ;  I  do.  The  person  represented  in  the  cut,  hanging  from  the  limb  of 
a  tree,  with  a  carpet-bag  in  his  nand,  on  which  is  the  word  **  Ohio,"  is  intended  to  rep- 
resent myself.     A  mule,  with  the  letters  ^*  K.  K.  K.''  on  its  side,  is  walking  away  fjrom 
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iDd«r  me.    The  tall  man  Kpresented  as  hati^Dg  there  irith  n 

Clond.    And  there  in  apace  or  "■  "— *■  ' — "        "■'-  "■-  ' 

By  Mr.  Vam  Trump  : 
Qiiaticm.  How  do  jon  know  that  is  intended  fgr  you  t 
Jiuwa:  The  reading  so  reproaeuts. 
[The  foUowiag  are  the  extracts  refeired  to  by  the  witness  : 

[From  the  Izidepeiidant  Monitor,  Timaloim,  AlftbuBB,  Sopttnnber  1,  IB68.] 
A  PBOSPECnVE  SCENE  IN  THE  MTY  OF  OAKS,  4TH  OF  MABCH,  Xe69. 


CUa.  to  Oair  bangiag! 

The  above  cat  represents  the  fate  in  store  for  those  great  p 
"  '  ■  '       '  1  found  in  Dixie's  land  att 

^  ,  „„  1  with  a  lank  head  of  dry  hair,  a  lank  stomach,  and 

loDK  legs,  club  knees,  and  splay  feet,  dried  legs,  and  lank  jaws,  with  eyes  like  a  fish  and 
month  like  a  shark.     '■''-'■        ■    ■  ■■     -   -      ■  -  .  ■    >   ■       .,...■.       ...... 

rl.-ient, habiting  nit] 
aaell  of  a  polecat. 

Words  are  wanting  to  ilo  foil  justicB  to  the  gmui  scalawag.  Ho  is  a  cur  with  a  con- 
tracl«d  head,  downward  look,  slinking  and  uneasy  gait ;  sleeps  in  the  woods,  like  old 
Crosstaad,  at  the  bare  id^a  of  a  Eu-Klii!i  raid. 

Onr  scalftwag  is  the  local  leper  of  the  coninimiity.  Unlike  the  carpet'baraer,  he  ibl 
native,  which  is  so  mneh  the  worso.  Once  he  wns  respected  in  his  circle,  his  bead  was. 
ievel,  ami  he  wonld  look  his  neighbor  in  the  face.  Now,  possessed  of  the  ilch  of  office 
and  the  anlt  rhenui  of  radicalism,  ho  is  n  mangy  do^,  slinking  throngh  the  alleys,  hnnt~ 
ing  the  governor's  office,  dcBliug  with  tobacco  juice  the  steps  of  the  capitol,  stretching 
his  lazy  carcass  in  the  snn  on  the  square  or  the  benches  of  the  mayor's  conrt. 

He  waitcth  for  the  tronbliug  of  the  political  watcru,  to  the  end  that  be  may  step-  in 
uid  be  healed  of  the  Itch  by  the  ointment  of  office,  For  office  he  "  buniH,"  as  a  topee 
'bnms"  for  (he  satisfying  dram.  For  office,  yet  in  prospective,  he  bath  bartered  respect- 
ability ;  halh  abandoned  business  and  ceased  to  lalior  with  liis  bands,  but  employs  bis. 
feot  kicking  out  boot-beels  against  lamp-post  and  corner-curb  while  discussing  the 
qne«tion  ofoffice. 

It  T«qnires  no  seer  to  foretell  the  inevitable  events  that  ar«  to  result  from  the  OMninp. 
fall  election  throughout  the  Sonthem  States. 

The  nnpn^cedented  reaction  is  moving  onward  with  the  BWiilness  of  a  velocipede, 
with  the  violence  of  a  tornado,  and  with  the  crash  of  an  avalanche,  swei-ping  negrvism 
from  the  face  of  the  earlb. 

Woe,  woe,  woo  to  the  inhabitants  of  Alabama  who  have  recently  become  squatter* 
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sovereigns,  carpet-bags  in  hand,  and  they  filled  with  dirty  electioneering  documents! 
And  twenty  times  woe  to  those  so-called  southrons  who  have  turned  their  narrow 
heads,  infinitessimal  hearts,  and  filthy  hands  against  the  land  of  their  Dativity ! 

Hereafter,'  when  future  generations  shall  contemplate  the  fate  that  these  white- 
skinned  wretches  had  in  store  for  us  they  will  wonder  at  the  extraordinary  degree  of 
forbearance  manifested  by  us  of  the  present  dark  day.    * 

But  the  happy  day  of  reckoning  with  these  white-cuticle  scoundrels  approachcth 
rapidly.  Each  and  every  one  who  has  so  unblushingly  essayed  to  lower  the  Caucasian 
to  a  decree  even  beneath  the  African  race  will  be  regarded  as  hoHis  mti  generiSf  and  be 
dealt  with  accordingly  if  found  hereabout  when  the  time  is  ripo  for  action. 

The  carpet-bagger  already  be^ns  to  snuff  the  coming  ill-wind,  and  is  sneaking  out  of 
the  country,  a  la  Harrington,  or  Mobile.  But  we  hope  some  boreal  stragglers  may  be 
left  far  from  their  "  hams,''  to  swing  alongside  of  their  meridional  coadjutors  in  infamy. 

We  candidly  believe  that  the  picture,  given  to  our  readers  ut  supra,  correctly  repre- 
sents the  attitude  and  altitude  of  all  foreign  and  domestic  foes  of  our  land  who  shall 
have  the  folly  to  remain  "  down  South  "  after  the  ides  of  March.  The  contract  for  hang- 
ing will  be  gjven  to  the  negro,  who,  having  mounted  the  carpet-bagger  and  scalawag 
on  the  nrale  that  he  didnH  dv&w  at  the  elections,  will  tie  them  to  a  limb,  and,  leading 
the  said  mule  from  under  them,  over  the  /orty  acres  of  ground  that  he  also  didn't  get, 
will  leave  the  vagalK>nd8  high  in  mid-air,  a  feast  for  anthropophagous  vermin. 

P.  S. — It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  room  left  on  the  limb  for  the  susj^ension  of  any 
bad  Grant  negro  who  may  be  found  at  the  propitious  moment. 

[From  the  Independent  Monitor,  Tnaoaloosa,  Alabama,  September  1,  1868.] 

Scalawag  Cloud,  of  Montgomery,  and  Carpet-bagger  Lakin,  of  Nowhere,  arrived  here 
Thursday.  Cloud,  the  radical  jocky,  comes  as  trainer  of  Lakin,  the  negro-loving  Jack- 
ass. The  one  is  a  long,  slim  creature  of  the  natrio}  kind ;  the  other  is  a  stout,  pursy 
reptile  of  the  genus  &atrac/tui.  Both  would  make  first-rate  hemp-stretchers.  For  fur- 
ther information,  they  may  regard  the  wood-cut  elsewhere.  Next  week  we  will  give  a 
more  elaborate  description  of  the  varmints.  We  would  not  take  a  good  deal  for  this 
fresh  game.  '  • 

Later. — On  Friday  afternoon  Lakin  incontinently  departed,  by  way  of  the  Honts- 
ville  road.  On  Saturday  morning  Cloud  also  "  made  tracks,"  in  direction  of  Mont- 
gomery. It  seems  that  these  fellows  had  come  here  to  take  formal  possession  of  the 
university  premises.  Proii^ssor  Wyman,  however,  who  is  the  real  president  of  t|ie  insti- 
tntion,  BO  far  objected  to  then*  proposed  impudent  procedure  as  to  positively  refaae  to 
give  up  the  keys.  The  two  pretenders  then  opened  theirpeepers  as  big  as  aaacers,  in 
wonder,  and  were  sorely  perplexed.  We  think  Professor'Wyman  did  exactly  right  in 
pursuing  this  bold  course ;  for  he  has  thus  saved  the  university  from  the  everlasting 
stigma  of  having  once  been  polluted  by  the  obnoxious  presence  of  a  nigger-worshiping 
faculty,  and  of  black  and  white  spotted  alnmni.] 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  What  was  the  ground  for  refusing  to  surrender  the  university  to  you  f 

Jiw«rer.  Professor  Wyman  was  elected  by  Sie  board  of  regents  president  of  the  uni- 
versity ;  he  refused  to  accept  the  position  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  radical,  negro- 
loving  concern,  and  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  I  was  elected  to  take  charge 
of  the  university  and  put  it  upon  its  feet  again,  and  upon  that  Professor  Wyman  re- 
fnsed  to  give  up  the  keys. 

Question.  How  was  he  in  possession  I    By  virtue  of  that  previous  election  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  by  virtue  of  the  former  faculty.  The  president  had  left,  and  he 
came  into  possession  nominally,  and  then  usurped  the  keys,  and  held  on  to  the  {oop- 
erty  and  refused  to  surrender  it. 

QuesiUm,  Was  this  university  a  State  institution,  under  control  of  State  regents  ? 

Answer.  A  State  institution  exclusively,  and  under  the  auspices  of  regents  elected  by 
the  State. 

Question,  Had  he  been  a  professor  previous  to  his  election  to  the  presidency  by  the 
board  of  State  regents  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  acting  president.  They  elected  him  president,  and  he  peremp- 
torily refused  to  accept,  and  then  he  refused  to  surrender  the  keys. 

Question.  Go  on  now  with  your  narration  of  facts  after  you  left  the  house  at  which 
you  stopped  that  night. 

Answer.  About  two  weeks  before  the  presidential  election  a  band  of  Ku-Klux,  nine- 
ty-five in  number,  passed  my  house,  blowing  their  whistles ;  they  made  no  hostile 
demonstration. 

Question.  Was  that  in  Huntsville  f 

Answer.  That  was  in  Huntsville ;  I  had  reached  home  then.  On  the  Saturday  night 
precediDg  the  presidential  election  there  was  a  republican  mass  meeting  in  tiie  court- 
house at  Huntsville;  distinguished  speakers,  our  Senator  and  Congressman,  were 
present. 
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By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

QuesHoH,  What  Senator  f 

Answer,  Senator  Spencer.  At  about  10  o'clock  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  disguised 
men  rode  into  the  public  square,  from  the  southeast  comer,  and  made  a  circle  around 
the  square.  They  were  followed  by  numerous  persons  on  foot,  undisguised.  The 
disguised  men  had  each  a  double-barreled  gun  or  a  carbine,  lashed  to  his  saddle, 
and  each  had  two  navy  revolvers,  carrying  one  in  the  right  hand,  as  they  passed 
around  the  square.  The  four  gates  were  picketed  by  very  stroup  forces  of  undisguised 
men.  There  is  a  tall  iron  fence  there,  with  sharp  pickets  on  the  top.  As  the  column 
passed  around  to  the  point  of  entrance,  firing  commenced  at  the  north  gat-e.  I  should 
jndge,  from  where  I  stood,  that  there  were  probably  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred 
or  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  pistols  discharged.  The  Ku-Rlux,  by  order  of  the 
Cyclops,  wheeled  into  line  of  battle  with  the  adroitness  of  veteran  cavalry,  and  stood 
80  for  a  few  minutes,  until  the  man  who  commenced  the  firing,  who  was  undisguised 
and  on  foot,  was  wounded  iu  the  head,  when  he  ordej^d  the  firing  stopped ;  and  in  a 
few  minutes  after  the  Ku-Klux  wheeled  into  line  or  into  column  and  rode  off".  It  was  re- 
ported that  there  were  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  reserve  at  the  railroad  foundery,  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty  at  the  Pinhook  bridge.  The  foundery  is  about  a  quarter  and  a 
half  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  square,  and  Pinhook  bridge  about  half  a  mile,  prob- 
ably a  trifle  over.  Judge  Silas  Thurlow,  judge  of  probate  of  the  adjoining  county  of 
Limestone,  was  wounded  in  the  lM>wels,  and  died  three  days  after.  A  colored  man  was 
killed  instantly,  and  two  others  very  severely  wounded  in  the  mSlSe.  The  military 
were  ordered  out  for  the  protection  of  the  people.  Four  Ku-Kluxes,  or  persons,  were 
arrested  with  their  disguises  in  their  saddle-bags,  and  with  all  their  amis.  General 
Roger  diaarmed  them,  and  handed  them  over  to  the  civil  authorities,  taking  charge  of 
tbeir  disguises  and  arms.  The  civil  authorities  let  them  loose :  they  were  rearm^  by 
persons  unknown  to  mo,  and  went  to  the  livery  stables  and  forced  the  men  there  to 
give  up  their  horses,  and  then  they  disappeared. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  Judge  Thurlow  in  attendance  at  that  meeting  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

QuestUm,  Was  a  public  meeting  being  held  in  the  park  at  the  time  f 

Amwer,  In  the  court-house. 

Questiom,  Is  the  court-house  adjoining  the  square  f 

Aitswer.  The  court-house  is  in  the  center  of  a  square ;  it  occupies  a  whole  block, 
with  streets  and  rows  of  houses  all  around  it. 

QvesHon,  Did  the  Ku-Klux  fire  upon  the  people  there  in  the  court-house  f 

Answer,  The  Ku-Klux  did  not  fire  at  all ;  the  persons  undisguised  on  the  streets 
did  the  firing,  and  the  Ku-Klux  were  there  as  a  reserve  or  a  defense.  It  was  rumored 
through  the  streets  and  all  over  the  city,  and  it  seemed  to  be  the  general  opinion,  that 
they  intended  a  general  massacre.    All  the  leading  men  went  to  the  military  head- 

?Qarter8  for  protection,  and  remained  there  while  they  were  in  town.  As  one  instance 
will  state  that  after  the  wounding  of  Judge  Thurlow — he  was  a  member  of  my 
ehnroh  and  a  very  near  and  dear  friend — ^he  sent  a  messenger  to  my  door  requesting 
me  to  go  and  see  him.  I  hastened  to  the  street.  My  next-door  neighbor  and  a  neigh- 
bor across  the  street,  and  a  young  lawyer,  were  standing  on  the  sidewalk.  My  neigh- 
bor said,  **  Mr.  Lakin,  where  are  yon  going  f'  I  rephed,  "  I  am  going  to  see  Judge 
Thurlow.''  Said  he,  **  Don't  you  oo  any  such  thing ;  go  back  into  the  house ;  you 
wiU  be  nordered  if  yon  go  on  the  streets.^'  He  was  seconded  by  another,  and  by  a  third 
party,  and  I  returned  and  remained  in  my  room. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Did  you  yourself  take  any  public  part  in  politics  there  f 
Answer,  Not  a  word ;  never  opened  my  head  on  politics :  and  I  had  never  been  in  the 
meeting  at  all,  for  I  was  notified  that  there  would  be  trouole. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

QnesUon,  Then,  all  this  description  you  have  given  of  the  firing  there  has  been  from 
hearsay  t 

Answer*  No,  sir ;  I  walked  up  to  the  square.  I  lived  within  about  a  block  of  the 
sqiuyre,  and  when  I  heanl  the  cry  of  ''  Ku-Klnx,"  I  walked  up  on  the  square  and  saw 
the  whole  thing. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

QuesHon,  Could  you  see  against  whom  the  firing  was  directed  f 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  from  my  stand-xK>int  I  could  not  see.    I  have  a  document  here  that 
will  describe  minutely  the  parties  who  were  present. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  document  is  that  f 

Answer,  It  is  an  investigation  by  the  Stftte  senate  of  the  outrages  in  Alabama. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  By  the  senate  separately,  or  by  a  joint  committee  of  the  two  houses  f 
Answer.  By  a  joint  committee  of  the  two  houses,  I  think.  The  evidence  I  referred 
to  is  that  of  Senator  Sibley,  and  also  of  the  lieutenant  governor  of  the  State,  Mr. 
Applegate,  who  is  now  deceased.  That  is  a  full  description  of  it  by  persons  who  wert 
rignt  by  and  saw  the  firing  and  the  man  who  commenced  the  firing.  I  only  give  what 
I  saw.  On  Sunday  I  determined  that  I  would  go  and  see  my  friend.  Judge  Thorlow,' 
who  had  sent  a  second  messenger  for  me,  and  it  was  reported  that  he  was  dying.  Oii 
my  return  home  three  men  were  standing  on  the  comer,  facing  me,  and  as  I  passed 
them  one  of  them  exclaimed,  calling  my  name,  "  God  damn  him,  ne  ought  to  have  had 
his  old  radical  heart  shot  out  of  him  last  nights"  They  were  quite  jocular  over  the 
expression,  and  seemed  to  eujojMt.  I  passed  on.  On  the  10th  of  the  same  mouth  I 
had  been  seated  by  a  front  window  during  the  evening,  writing  all  the  evening..  It 
was  a  large  bay-window,  the  only  one  in  that  part  of  the  house.  At  7  o'clock  we  were 
called  to  supper ;  I  left  my  lamp  sitting  in  the  same  position,  and  my  wife  drew  the 
curtains,  which  were  very  thin ;  the  shutters  were  a  little  defective,  so  that  the  light 
could  be  seen  from  the  street.  Aft^*r  supper,  at  about  8  o'clock,  after  snapping  three 
caps,  a  gun,  loaded  to  excess,  exploded,  aud  sixteen  buck-shot  passed  through  the  shut- 
ters, the  window,  and  the  curtains,  and  struck  on  the  wall  immediately  over  the  heada 
of  myself  and  my  family,  between  the  coiling  and  our  heads.  After  a  few  minntes 
lull  the  colored  people  came  in  from  the  quarters  and  said  there  were  two  men  in  tlw 
rear  with  guns  at  present  arms.  Tliere  were  two  passages  out,  the  house  standing  on 
the  corner.  The  men  jumped  over  the  fence  and  ran  oil  in  the  direction  of  the  parties 
that  did  the  firing.  Within  thirty  minutes  it*  was  announced  in  the  northwest  part  of 
the  city  that  "  old  Parson  Lakiu  was  killed,"  and  the  report  went  quite  extwisively' 
over  the  country  that  I  had  been  shot. 

By  the  Chaikman  : 

Question.  Were  those  men  disguised  whom  the  negroes  saw  ? 

Answer.  The  parties  who  were  inside  of  the  yard  were  not. 

Question.  They  were  not  disguised  f 

Ansicei'.  No.  sir ;  the  colored  people  stated  that  they  were  not. 

Question.  Was  that  the  direction  you  would  havo  gone  to  have  escaped  from  the 
house,  and  away  from  the  direction  the  firing  came  from  J 

Answei:  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  only  way  of  escape,  except  in  the  direction  of  the 
firing.  About  the  I4th  of  the  same  month  I  was  notified  by  a  personal  friend  of  mine 
that  my  life  was  in  danger,  and  that  I  must  leave  the  town  ;  that  he  had  been  notified 
by  moderate  friends  of  the  opposite  party  that  I  would  be  assassinated,  and  as  they 
did  not  want  the  thing  to  occur,  they  nad  come  to  him  to  notify  me  to  leave  the  place. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  reliable  men  in  the  State,  and  one  of  my  best  friends. 

Question.  Perhaps  you  had  better  give  us^iis  name  T 

Anstver.  Hon.  Joseph  0.  Bradley.  I  fled  to  the  mountains  and  was  a  refugee  for  two 
months.  My  family  kept  me  posted  about  the  state  of  affaii-s.  The  second  night  after 
I  left,  about  12  o'clock  at  night,  there  was  a  company  f&rnied  on  each  side  of  my  house,, 
supposed  by  the  family  and  others  to  consist  of  about  fifty  disguised  men ;  they  drew 
up  in  line  on  each  side  of  the,  house.  After  they  saw  the  lights  passing  the  windows 
autl  some  stir  in  the  house,  sliowing  that  they  were  discovered,  they  ordered  a  retreat 
and  left.  While  in  Winston  County,  during  my  refugeeing,  I  held  a  quarterly  meetiug 
at  the  cross-roads.  On  Sunday,  at  the  close  of  the  service,  two  men,  known  to  be 
among  the  worst  bushwhackers  of  the  country  in  the  time  of  the  war,  and  tMii  sai^ 
to  be  among  the  leaders  of  the  Ku-Klux,  and  desperate  men,  each  with  two  navy 
revolvers  lashed  around  him,  inquired  if  Parson  Lakin  was  about  the  yard* 

Question.  Can  you  give  their  names  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  1  canno|i  give  their  names  now. 

Question.  Do  you  know  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  1  do  not. 

By  Mr,  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Then  how  do  you  know  they  were  the  most  noted  bushwhackers  T 

Answer.  I  said  that  was  the  report  in  the  neighborhood ;  they  knew  them  there. 

Question.  People  about  there  knew  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QueJttion.  You  never  ascertained  their  names  notwithstanding  that  fact? 

Ansicer.  I  ascertained  their  names  then ;  I  did  make  a  minute  of  them  at  the  time, 
but  I  do  not  remember  them  now. 

Question.  Yon  considered  it  important  enough  to  make  a  minute  of  themt 

Anmcer.  I  did;  but  since  then  my  house  has  been  burned,  and  many  of  my  most 
valuable  books  and  papers  have  been  lost,  and  it  has  not  been  convenient  for  me  since 
then  to  secure  their  names. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesiUm.  Go  on  with  yoar  statement. 

Aruwer,  They  inquired  who  that  man  was  getting  into  the  bnggy ;  they  were  in- 
forme<l  hy  persons  standing  around  that  it  was  Parson  Lakin.  They  inquired  if  I  wa« 
going  to  hold  a  meeting  in  the  afternoon  or  evening  anywhere  in  the  place,  and  thoy 
were  told  no.  They  inquired  where  I  was  going  to  spend  the  night,  and  were  told 
that  I  would  stop  at  Mr.  May  bury 's.  The  men  took  a  short  cut  down  the  road  off  the 
monntain.  Before  dark  a  special  messenger  came  to  me  and  informed  me  that  those 
men  stated  tbey  would  get  me  as  I  lefb  tne  place.  Mr.  May  bury  and  his  three  sons 
^ere  in  the  Union  army  ;  they  were  each  armed  with  rifles  and  pistols,  and  their  house 
was  weU  provided  for  defense.  The  impression  was  that  I  was  the  object  of  their 
search.  In  fact  that  was  stated  to  others,  though  I  did  not  hear  it ;  but  the  indications 
urere  very  threatening.  In  the  autumn  of  1870  I  was  stopping  at  one  of  my  Mends* 
for  a  day  or  two,  to  get  a  little  repairing  done  to  my  buggy. 

QuaUon,  Where  was  that  f 

Answer,  In  Bloutit  County,  thirty-two  miles  south  of  Huntsville.  About  11  o'clock 
a  man- called  upon  my  host,  wishing  him  to  go  to  the  gate,  and  he  declined. 

By  Mr.  PooLi 

Question.  Do  you  mean  11  o'clock  at  night  ? 

Answer.  Eleven  o'clock  at  night.  There  was  a  ^tir  from  the  cabinet  shop  on  the 
opposite  comer.  Three  wagons  had  hauled  up  there  to  sjiend  the  night :  it  looked 
Ukd  it  would  be  a  rainy  night,  and  my  host  had  admitted  them  into  tlie  cabinet 
shop.  They  made  a  stir,  and  the  persons  went  out  into  the  road.  They  rep6rted 
about  twenty-five  dist^ised  men  in  the  road .  near  the  house,  who  consulted  some 
hitle  time  whether  they  should  make  an  attack  or  not.  But,  I  suppose,  fearing 
these  men  stopping  there,  supposing  they  would  l^e  friendly  to  their  host,  they  rode 
<C  There  had  never  been  any  Ku-Klux  there  'before,  and  there  has  never  been 
any  there  since  that  I  know  of.  That  was  on  the  Sand  Mountain.  In  the 
fall,  in  the  month  of  September,  I  traveled  from  De  Kalb  County  to  Guntersville,  in 
Marshall  County ;  left  my  horse  on  the  bank,  and  went  on  board  of  the  boat  to  take 
passage  down  the  river  in  the  morning.  About  9  o'clock  there  were  two  volleys  of 
pistols  fired  within  about  two  hundred  yards  of  the  boat.  The  captain  and  myself 
were  siting  on  the  deck  chatting.  In  a  few  minutes,  the  deck  hands,  the  mail  boy  and 
his  son  came  running  to  the  boat  out  of  breath,  gieatly  alarmed,  and  said  they  had 
been  attacked  by  the  Ku-Klnx.  In  the  morning  I  found  my  horse  sheared,  and  word 
left  with  two  or  three  parties  there  that  old  Parson  Lakin  ought  to  be  very  thankful 
that  he  had  lost  nothing  but  his  horse's  mane  and  tail,  for  if  he  had  not  been  upon 
Captain  Spiller's  boat  he  would  have  had  his  damned  old  radical  neck  broken.  The  fol- 
Idwing  da^,  as  Captain  Spiller  felt  very  much  chagrined  and  that  the  reputation  of  his 
boat  was  impaired  or  might  suffer,  he  mvestigateu  the  matter  and  reported  to  me,  and 
two  gentlemen  who  were  present,  that .  forty  disguised  m^u  had  crossed  the  bridge  a 
little  above  Guntersville  and  come  down  in  the  direction  of  the  boat,  about  11  o'clock. 
I  did  not  see  them.  I  knew  nothing  of  it  till  morning,  only  that  I  was  minus  a  horse's 
tail  and  mane,  and  the  word  left  for  me,  and  the  report  give&me  by  Captain*Spiller  of 
the  forty  Ku-Klux,  or  disguised  men,  who  crossed  the  bridge  in  the  direction  of  the 
boat. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qnestian,  How  was  that  word  left  for  you  T 

Jnmter.  With  some  ferry-men,  who  were  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  They  were  up  at 
a  late  honr,  ferrying  across  the  river ;  it  is  quite  an  extensive  ferry.  About  the  middle 
of  October  I  held  a  camp  meeting  in  Blount  County,  about  three  miles  southwest  of 
^nomrt. 

Question.  Last  October? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  last  October.  On  Saturday  night  three  men  searched  the  congre- 
gation while  they  were  singing,  and  while  the  seekers  were  coming  forward.  The 
congregation  were  in  a  great  state  of  excitement.  Those  men  searched  the  congrega- 
tion for  me,  and  inquired  of  my  host  where  I  was.  They  had  their  bowie-knives  in 
their  hands,  and  said  they  would  cut  out  my  damned  old  radical  heart — would  cut  my 
damned  old  radical  throat. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  desk  of  the  church  at  that  time  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  had  been  preaching,  and  being  very  warm  and  very  much  worn 
out  with  my  previous  labors,  after  calling  the  seekers  forward  and  the  singing  had 
coinmenced  I  stepped  out  and  went  to  my  quarters. 

QuesHon.  You  mean  by  "quarters"  the  house  of  the  person  with  whom  you  were 
stopping  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  private  house,  about  a  hundred  yards  distant.    On  Monday  even- 
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ing  I  was  notified  by  a  personal  friend  of  mine  that  an  attack  would  be  made  upon  mo 
that  nigbt.  I  called  a  council  of  my  preachers,  and  selected  one  of  the  preachers  to 
conduct  the  services,  and  I  staid  in  my  private  quarters.  About  miaway  of  the 
sermon  thirty-five  or  forty  men^  armed  with  guns  and  pistols,  simultaneously  sur- 
rounded the  arbor  and  stood  sentinel  around  the  arbor  while  three  men,  with  revolvers 
in  hajid,  searched  the  congregation  for  me  and  inquired  where  I  was,  calling  my  name  ; 
and  then  they  searched  the  ladies'  side  of  the  congregation.  Atter  diligent  search, 
finding  that  I  was  not  there,  they  fired  some  three  or  four  heavy  guns,  a  volley  of 
pistols,  blew  their  whistles,  gave  a  most  terrible  yell,  and  went  oflf,  i*eque8ting  that  old 
Parson  Lakin  would  preach  for  them  to-morrow  night,  for  they  wanted  him  to  pra^ 
for  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Were  those  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  with  this  exception,  they  were  all  dressed  in  white  pantaloons. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  It  was  in  the  summer  season,  and  you  were  holding  a  meeting  out  of  doors  t 

Answer,  It  was  about  the  middle  of  October. 

Question,  It  was  warm  weather  in  that  country  f 

Anmver,  It  was  comfortable  there. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  an  arbor  ^  I  should  infer  from  that  that  the  meeting  was  held 
out  of  doors,  and  not  in  any  building. 

Answer,  It  was  a  building  all  open  underneath,  and  would  probably  seat  six  hundred 
persons.  It  was  built  up  very  strongly,  had  a  bam  roof,  and  was  a  very  comfortable 
place  for  a  meeting. 

Question,  You  say  these  men  were  not  disguised.  Were  there  any  persons  there  who 
knew  any  of  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  knew  them  well,  a  great  many  of  them.  They  were  all  dressed 
in  white  pantaloons,  and  it  was  reported  (I  did  not  see  them)  that  there  was  quite  a 
large  reserve,  some  fifteen,  twenty,  or  twenty-five  outside  of  the  encampment.  There 
may  have  been  an  exciting  cause  for  a  part  of  this. 

Question,  You  mean  on  tliat  day  f 

Answer,  On  that  night. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  was  it  t 

Answer,  It  is  rather  a  delicate  matter ;  but  I  might  give  it  as  a  palliation,  if  it  would 
bear  that  construction. 

Question,  Give  us  all  the  facts  that  bear  on  this. 
Answer.  Well 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Do  you  have  any  hesitation  in  giving  any  explanatory  fa/otl 
Answer,  Not  at  all,  though  it  is  a  little  delicate. 

By  ihe  Chairman  : 

Question,  If  it  will  throw  any  light  on  this  investigation,  go  on  and  give  it. 
Answer,  A  lady,  whose  father,  mother,  brothers,  and  sisters  were  attending  on  the 
ground,  the  father  a  local  preacher,  and  all  of  them  members  of  oar  church 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question,  White  persons  f 

Anmver,  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  all  white;  there  were  no  colored  persons  on  thejgnNind 
at  all;  were  not  during  the  meeting,  that  I  now  remember  of.  This  lady,  on  Monday 
morning,  gave  birth  to  a  child  that  was  a  perfect  representation  and  fiEbc-sunUe  of  a  dis- 
guised Ku-Elux. 

Question,    In  a  tent  on  the  ground  f 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  at  her  home,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  firom  the  ground.  The  bead  of 
the  child  was  about  three  times  the  size  of  an  ordinary  child's  head,  with  a  soft,  spongy, 
fungous  growth  over  the  skull. 

Question,  Are  you  describing  now  from  your  own  observation  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  examined  the  child  very  carefully  and  very  minutely.  The  fore- 
head was  flat  and  square,  and  about  perpendicular,  about  three  times  the  height  of  the 
forehead  of  an  ordinary  child.  In  a  straight  line  from  the  crown  of  the  head  to  the 
front  of  the  forehead,  commencing  at  each  cheek  bone,  there  was  a  sort  of  fringe, 
flaring  very  little  to  near  the  top,  and  then  full  around  the  top.  It  was  about  an  inch 
wide  and  about  half  an  inch  thick  at  the  base ;  a  gristly  fringe,  of  a  dark  purple  color. 
At  two  points  near  the  temples  were  two  gristly  horns  of  the  same  oonsistenoy,  aboat  au 
inch  and  a  half  or  an  Inch  and  three-quarters  long,  projecting  out  from  the  forehead. 

Question,  Fleshy  horns  f 
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Angwer,  Gristly.  The  eyes  and  month  were  about  one-third  smaller  than  those  of  an 
ordinary  child.  The  face  was  nearly  flat,  with  bnt  little  nose.  The  eyes  and  month 
were  of  a  scarlet  red.  The  chin  sloped  off  on  a  plane  with  its  body.  Aronnd  the  neck 
was  a  scarlet  red  band ;  and  from  the  point  of  each  shoulder,  extending  down  each  side 
t4>  about  the  center  of  the  abdomen,  was  all  a  scarlet  red.  The  child  was  brought  on 
the  camp  ground  and  exhibited  to  ^m  a  thousand  to  fifteen  hundred  persons. 

Question.  By  the  mother  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  by  the  friends  of  the  family.  It  was  demanded  by  the  people ;  they 
seemed  to  clamor  for  it  to  be  seen. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  it  living  t  ^ 

Answer.  No;  dead. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Dead  then  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  mother  was  a  member  of  our  cbureh,  a  yery  delicate,  pious 
Jady,  of  very  strong  sensibilities.  Her  husband  was  an  outspoken  man,  and  the  Ku- 
Klux  had  visited  them.  They  had  forced  her  husband  into  the  Eu-Klnx  ranks,  and 
they  had  stopped  there  at  an  impn^^^er  time.  And  she  fearing  for  the  safety  of  her 
father,  the  child  was  marked  in  thiat  way.  They  seemed  to  be  perfectly  wild  and  exas- 
poBated  m%  the  exhibition. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QitmsUan.  Whof  • 

Answer.  I  suppose  the  persons  who  had  made  the  demonstration  on  Saturday  night, 
and  who  also  made  it  on  Monday  night. 

Question.  Was  it  after  this  exhihition  of  the  child  that  the  occurrences  which  you 
have  described  took  place  in  the  camp  meeting  f 

Answer.  The  child  was  bom  on  Sundav  morning,  and  exhibited  on  Sunday  on  the  ' 
gronnd.    And  it  was  on  Monday  night  tnat  they  made  an  attack  on  me.    Since  then — 
I  learned  this  from  competent  authoritv  on  both  sides — since  then  they  have  whipped 
the  man,  Mr.  Horton,  the  husband,  within  an  inch  of  his  life  twice;  once  for -exhibiting 
the  child,  and  once  for  abandoning  the  Ku-Klux  Elan. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Do  you  say  you  consider  that  state  of  facts  a  palliation  f  I  understood 
you  to  say  that  you  had  a  statement  of  facts  to  relate,  although  of  a  delicate  nature, 
that  was  palliative  of  this  attack. 

Answer.  It  may  be  considered  so. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  it  so?    Ton  said  so. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  say  it  is.  They  regarded  it  as  a  palliation ;  I  do  not  my- 
self regard  it  as  a  palliation,  but  they  did. 

Question.  You  stated  that  it  was  a  palliation.  You  seemed  to  feel  yourself  bound — 
I  should  iudge  from  the  expression  you  made  use  of,  and  yoilr manner — to  state  facts 
on  the  other  side  as  a  palliation  for  this  attack,  this  searchmg  for  you  f 

Anstcer.  They  offered  it  as  a  palliation. 

Question.  That  is  the  form  jrou  put  it  in  now,  is  it  f 

Answer.  I  meant  to  put  it  in  that  form ;  they  urged  it  as  a  palliation,  that  they  hod 
been  outraged  and  insulted. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  It  tends  to  meet  the  charge,  if  made,  that  they  visited  your  camp  meeting 
fr(mi  mere  political  motives? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesUon.  Does  this  description  you  have  giv^i  of  the  appearance  of  that  child  cor- 
respond to  the  disguise  or  uniform  ordinarily  worn  by  the  Ku-Klux  there  as  you 
saw  themf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  perfectly. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Has  there  ever  been  any  report  in  the  medical  books  of  that  extraordinary 
easet 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  No  physicians  were  there,  and  heard  of  it,  and  saw  it  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  one  physician  there  heard  of  it  and  examined  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Who  was  he  f 


120   CONDITION-  OF  AFFAIRS  IN  THE  SOUTHERN  STATES. 

Answer*  I  will  tell  yon  his  name  in  a  few  moments ;  I  know  bim  very  well,  but  I 
cannot  recollect  his  name  just  at  this  moment.  I  wrote  a  description  of  it,  and  it  was 
published  in  the  Methodist  Advocate  at  Atlanta. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

QuesiUm.  How  long  was  the  body  of  the  child  kept  from  .the  time  of  its  birth  t 
Answer.  It  was  buried  the  same  day. 
QueaUan.  The  day  of  its  birth  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  it  was  bom  about  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  buried  th«t 
night. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesHan.  At  whose  instance  was  it  brought  on  the  camp  ground,  where  yon  saw  itf 

Anstoer,  It  was  brought  from  the  place  of  their  residence,  and  where  it  was  bom,  a 
distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half  or  two  miles  to  the  camp  ground.  It  was  in  a  coffin  on 
the  camp  ground,  and  everybody  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  it. 

Question,  You  have  stated  in  general  terms  that  the  appearance  of  that  child  aa  you 
have  described  it,  corresponded  to  the  uniform  of  the  Ku-Klux.  Did  they  wear  a 
scarlet  band  in  their  uniform  at  the  time  you  speak  off 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  on  some  portion  of  the  person.  They  sometimes  diflfer;  a  klan  will 
put  on  one  garb  at  one  time,  and  then  they  will  change  it,  and  put  on  another.  The 
klans  do  not  all  wear  the  same  uniforms  at  all  times  and  in  all  places ;  it  is  not  always 
exactly  the  same. 

Qu€8ti<m,  You  say  you  have  yourself  seen  the  klan  riding  on  several  occasions.  Was 
their  appearance  calculated  to  inspire  terror  f 

Answer,  Yes,  ^ir ;  they  were  very  bideous.  They  generally  wear  very  high  caps  of  a 
conical  form,  very  tall  and  running  up  to  a  point,  and  without  brim ;  with  eye  and 
mouth  holes,  heavy  mustaches  and  long  beards  painted ;  gendrally  with  long  black 
Kowns.  Their  signals  are  given  by  means  of  whistles,  common  hunting  whistles,  simi- 
lar to  those  you  will  hear  lor  starting  street  oars. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  You  believe,  do  yon,  in  these  extraordinary  di^ensations  of  the  Creator  in 
regard  to  innocent,  unborn  human  beings  t 
Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  any  particular  opinion  upon  that  subject. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  the  child  bom  living  or  dead,  according  to  your  Information  f 

Anstper.  It  was  born  dead. 

Quesii^m,  Was  that  the  only  instance  of  the  kind  occurring  within  your  knowledge 
there  T 

Answer,  It  was  within  the  knowledge  of  parties  present  from  the  various  counties, 
as  was  stated  and  current  on  the  ground,  that  there  were  six  other  oases ;  one  I  saw, 
the  child  living.    ' 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  That  is,  each  county  produced  such  an  afiGair  as  that? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  say  that  there  were  persons  present  from  different  counties ;  and 
within  the  knowledge  of  persons  on  the  camp  ground,  there  were  other  cases,  as  they 
represented.  They  spoke  of  some  six  or  seven,  some  seven  instances  of  such  marking. 
They  were  nearly  all  living,  but  not  marked  to  the  extent  of  this  one.  This  was  the 
most  marked  of  any  that  had  been  bom. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Marked  so  that  the  resemblance  to  the  uniform  or  disguise  of  the  Ku*Klnx 
could  be  recognized  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  one  child,  a  negro  child,  that  had  a  fierce,  wild  look,  with  a 
head  somewhat  in  the  form  of  the  Ku-Rmx  caps,  and  a  very  unnatural  chin. 

By  to.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  How  unnatural  f 

Answer.  Thick  aud  heavy  underneath,  as  though  something  had  been  thrown  over  it. 
Question.  That  was  your  supposition,  from  the  shape  of  the  chin  and  &ce,  that  it 
represented  something  that  was  ordinarity  thrown  over  their  faces  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  had  that  appearance. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  the  mother  give  that  account  of  itt  Do  you  know  anything  ahoat 
thatT 

Answer.  I  did  not  inquire;  I  was  simply  passing  by  and  they  told  me  there  was  a  Ku- 
Klux  child  there,  and  I  called  and  saw  it. 
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QuesHon,  Had  the  parents  been  visited  by  the  Kn-Klax  f 
Answer,  Not  that  I  know  of.   • 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Ton  may  give  all  your  infonnatioQ  on  that  subject. 
Answer.  I  will. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Go  on  and  state  any  other  actual  facts  that  have  come  within  yonr  knowl- 
edge as  to  the  operation  of  the  Kn-Klux  Klan  in  that  State. 

Answer,  In  the  month  of  Febmary  last,  late  in  the  month,  I  started  oat  on  a  six 
weeks'  circuit  or  tour  of  quarterly  pieetings. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  A  moment,  before  you  go  on  with  that.  I  do  not  recollect  the  loeati<m  of 
this  camp^meeting  at  which  this  child  was  exposed.    Where  was  it  t 

Answer,  I  think  I  stated  that  it  was  in  Blount  County,  near  the  towns  of  Summit 
and  Brookville. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

QtM»<i(m.  What  was  the  name  of  the  church  there  f 
Answer,  It  is  called  Gum  Camp-ground. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  When  was  it  f 

Answer,  About  the  middle  of  October. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Tou  say  yon  published  an  account  of  the  appearance  of  that  child  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  a  copy  of  your  publication  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not. 

Question,  Do  you  remember  the  date  of  the  paper  f 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  but  it  was  about  that  time  or  a  few  days  after. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Tou  say  this  band  of  men  who  came  to  the  ground  were  recognized.  They 
were  not  disguised,  then  f 

Answer.  Quite  a  nnmber  of  them  were  recognized. 

QuesUon.  Do  you  know  the  names  of  any  of  them,  the  most  prominent  among  them  f 

AnMoer.  I  comd  not  give  them  now ;  but  after  a  little  time,  if  it  is  needed,  I  can  fur- 
nish the  committee  with  several  of  the  names.  We  have  been  so  hemmed  in  and 
crushed  down,  the  least  information  given  would  so  peril  a  man's  life,  that  we  have  been 
compelled  to  be  exceedingly  and  extremely  cautious  in  all  that  we  have  done  or  said. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  were  proceeding  to  statf*  what  occurred  in  February. 

Answer,  I  attended  a  qnart-erly  meeting  in  Blount  County,  in  the  Marshall  circuit. 
During  the  service,  on  Sabbath,  there  were  indications  of  hostile  movements.  On  Sat- 
urday night  I  was  sent  to  stay  with  a  man  whose  house  was  barricaded  and  armed,  as 
a  point  of  safety.  On  Sunday  those  indications  alarmed  the  people,  and  I  was  guided 
by  four  men  some  six  miles  and  put  on  a  road,  when  I  had  reached  what  they 
considered  a  point  of  safety.  The  second  Sabbath  in  March  nothing  occurred  that  was 
unfavorable.  The  third  Sabbath  I  was  notified  of  danger — great  danger,  great  peril. 
I  was  notified  on  Friday  night.  From  that  point  I  traveled  five  miles  away  in  the  knobs 
between  two  valleys,  and  held  quarterly  meetings.  The  people  became  alarmed ;  mes- 
sengers were  runnmg  in  different  directions.  I^turday  night  I  was  sent  away  out  to 
a  private  house,  some  four  miles  from  the  site  of  my  quarterly  meeting.  My  horse 
was  hid ;  my  saddle  was  hid,  and  I  was  put  in  a  loft  to  sleep.  On  Sunday  night  the 
alarm  was  increased.  I  stopped  at  a  house  on  the  main  road ;  a  little  after  night  some 
ten  men  came  in — some  from  one  part  and  some  from  another— with  their  guns  and 
pistols  and  axes,  and  barricaded  the  doors.  I  wa£  placed  in  the  'loft,  and  the  men  lay 
down  in  the  room.  There  was  a  fierce  thunder-storm  of  some  four  hours,  and  it  raised 
the  stream  over  which  the  attack  was  expected  to  be  made,  so  that  there  was  no  in 
jury  done  me.    There  was  no  alarm  that  night. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Do  not  these  frequent  deliverances,  so  many  of  them,  look  a  little  like  you 
had  been  miraculously  preserved  t 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  by  practice,  as  well  to  by  theory,  reached  the  conclusion  that 
man  is  immortal  until  his  work  is  done. 


122        CONDITION   OF   AFFAIES  IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

« 

Qiwstion,  Well,  go  on. 

Answer.  I  was  notified  that  a  large  force  of  disguised  men  came  to  the  stream,  and, 
failing  to  get  across,  they  returned.  I  was  sent  a  different  road  from  the  cue  I  had 
traveled  through  the  mountains.  I  swam  two  streams  that  I  could  not  head,  and 
which  were  not  hridged,  and  after  a  wet,  tedious  ride  of  forty  miles  in  the  day^  late  at 
night  I  reached  quarters  that  were  considered  safe. 

Qttestian.  I  did  not  catch  the  time  when  this  was. 

Anatcer,  This  was  the  third  Sunday  in  March. 

Questian.  March  last  t 

Angiver,  Yes,  sir.  From  thence  I  went  to  De  Kalb  County.  There  was  a  mistake  in 
one  of  my  quarterly  meetings,  or  the  streams  were  in  such  condition  that  I  could  not 
ford  them,  and  I  passed  over  and  went  on  to  my  quarterly  meeting  in  De  Kalb  County. 
I  put  up  at  the  nouse  of  Judge  Haroldson,  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court,  which  was 
then  in  session  in  Lebanon.  Cnmediately  on  arriving  I  was  notified  by  lus  wife  that 
I  was  in  danger ;  that  the  Eu-Kiux  were  threatening  me. 

QueaUon,  How  far  was  that  from  your  home  f 

Answer,  About  eighty  miles. 

Question,  Could  they  possibly  know  you  were  to  be  there  at  that  time  f 

Answer,  They  had  opportunities  of  knowing,  because  the  meetings  had  been  published 
for  four  weeks.  All  the  quarterly  meetings  all  over  the  circuit  were  published  for  four 
weeks  preceding.  , 

Question,  HoW  did  this  lady  know  that  you  were  threatened  on  that  occasion  T 

Answer,  She  said  she  heard  it  from  competent  authority  in  the  neighborhood.  Her 
relatives  had  been  in  the  rebel  army,  but  they  were  very  much  devoted  to  their  sister. 

Question,  And  consequently  to  you  ? 

Answer,  Not  particularly  to  mo,  I  do  not  think.  But  she  thought  I  would  be  safer 
there  than  at  any  other  point. 

Question,  I  inferred  from  what  you  said  that  her  confederate  relatives  had  informed 
her  of  the  danger  to  you. 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  I  think  she  had  gathered  it  from  the  current  reports  of  the 
neighborhood.  On  Saturday  night  the  judge  came  home.  The  meeting  was  on  top  of 
Lookout  Mountain,  about  one  a^d  a  quarter  miles  from  the  judge's  house ;  he  lived  in 
the  valley. 

Question,  The  scene  of  the  battle  of  Lookout  Mountain  T 

Answer.  It  was  on  that  range  of  mountains,  about  fifty  miles  from  that  x>oint.  On 
Saturday  we  returned  to  Judge  Haroldson's,  and  on  Saturday  night  he  came  home. 
About  11  o'clock  we  heard  a  very  great  outcry  of  the  dogs,  right  across  at  Holloman's 
Station,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  on  the  line  of  the  Chuttanooga  and  Alabama 
road,  and  the  firing  of  several  pistols.  We  went  out  and  watched  and  looked  and  waited 
for  a  while.  Matters  became  quiet  and  we  retired,  but  every  time  the  dogs  barked  J[ 
beared  the  judge's  door  open,  as  though  he  was  in  fear  and  alarm.  The  next  morning 
one  of  my  preachers,  who  staid  at  the  Widow  HoUoman's,  informed  me  that  some  ei^ht 
or  ten  men  came  into  the  room  where  he  was  sleeping  and  passed  around,  talked  with 
others  outside,  and  went  up  on  the  side  of  the  mountain  and  whipped  a  white  man 
dreadfully.    When  I  arrived  there  he  was  said  to  be  in  his  bed,  unable  to  get  out. 

3y  the  Chairman  : 

QuesUon,  Eight  or  ten  disguised  persons  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  came  into  the  room  where  he  was  sleeping — one  of  my  preach- 
ers, who  went  there  at  night  and  stayed  during  the  quarterly  meeting. 

■ 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  What  was  their  object,  as  manifested  in  any  way,  in  going  into  the  room 
of  the  preacher  f 

Anstver,  He  said  they  did  not  disturb  him  or  interrupt  him. 

Question,  Did  they  inquire  for  you  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  They  went  into  the  room  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  walked  around  luid  went  out  again  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  inference  of  the  whole  thing  was  that  they  were  after  me,  bat 
found  I  was  at  Judge  Haroldson's.  He  is  one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  Alabama. 
He  is  mining  the  Lookout  Mountain  for  coal,  and  has  agreat  many  men  in  his  employ- 
ment, and  his  friends  are  in  the  ascendency  there.  His  wife's  friends,  on  the  other 
side,  are  greatly  devoted  to  her,  and  would  be  likely  to  resent  any  insult  made  upon 
any  of  her  guests.    Finding  that  I  was  there 

Question,  That  is  an  inference ;  you  do  not  know  ? 

Answ^,  Yes,  sir :  that  was  the  inference  there.  I  state  the  fact  that  it  Was  1ii6  cur 
Tent  inference ;  I  do  not  know  that  to  be  the  case. 
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By  tlie  Ohairhan  : 

Que&ium.  HaTe  yoa  anything  farther  to  state  of  your  own  knowledge  f 
Anmver.  Tes,  air. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Queatum.  Yon  say  that  was  in  Lebanon  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  tiie  ooanty  seat  of  DeEalb  County. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  statement. 

Amawer.  I  have  designedly  passed  over  one  case,  the  case  of  Moses  B.  SnIMvan,  a 
white  man,  who  was  appointed  to  what  is  called  Big  Cove  circuit.  All  valleys  in  our 
country  are  called  *^  coves,"  and  this  is  called  Big  Cove,  in  contradistinction  to  all  the 
others,  because  it  includes  the  valley  of  the  Flint  and  the  Paint  Rock  Rivers.  On  the 
night  of  the  lOtb  of  May,  1H68,  he  was  sleeping  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Henry  Stevens. 
He  was  taken  out  of  his  bed  at  about  11  o'cIock  by  disguised  men,  beaten  with  rods, 
his  skull  fractured,  and  struck  across  the  breast  with  a  whip  or  a  bludgeon,  so  that  he 
was  felled  by  the  blow.  He  has  never  recovered  from  his  wounds  and  injuries ;  he  is 
DOW  an  invalid  and  will  probably  remain  so  during  his  life. 

Question,  You  say  he  was  appointed  to  that  station ;  was  he  a  preacher  of  your 
denomination  ? 

Answer,  He  was  a  preacher,  one  of  those  in  my  district,  and  appointed  to  the  Big 
Cave  circuit,  and  was  t-nen  in  the  prosecution  of  his  ministerial  avocations.  His  quarterly 
meeting  was  to  cone  off  on  the  following  Saturday  and  Sunday,  ou  the  Feeren  planta- 
tion, on  tke  bank  of  the  Tennessee  River.  I  was  to  have  met  him  at  Paint  Rock ;  fail- 
ing to  meet  him,  I  went  to  a  friend  of  mine,  Dr.  Parker.  As  I  rode  up,  said  the  Doctor : 
"  Have  you  heard  the  fate  of  Sullivan  f  I  said  I  had  not.  Said  he :  '*  He  has  been 
whipped  by  the  Eu-Klux,  and  Tthink  they  have  killed  him."  He  said :  **  I  live  within 
four  miles  of  the  place,  and  I  was  at  the  house  the  next  morning,  and  have  been  there 
two  mornings  since  visiting  a  sick  patient  in  the  house;  I  think  they  have  killed  him." 
And  he  also  said:  "  Your  me  is  in  danger;  they  threaten  to  kill  you."  After  a  hurried 
sapper  he  told  me  he  would  convey  me  to  a  pomt  of  safety  on  a  bluff.  Some  four  fam- 
ilies, among  them  the  brother  and  the  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Stevens,  at  whose  house 
M  .  Sullivan  was  whipped,  lived  there.  We  turned  through  the  woods,  and  he  con- 
V  I'ved  me  to  Mr.  Stevens,  reaching  there  late  in  the  night.  A  council  was  held  as  to 
w^nether  I  should  proceed  with  my  quarterly  meeting.  It  was  decided  that  if  I  could 
stand  it  they  could,  and  that  we  would  proceed.  On  Saturday  night  three  colored  men 
were  whipped,  within  three  miles  of  me.  On  Sunday  I  sent  my  messenger  on  my 
horse  in  search  of  my  preacher.  We  had  been  to  several  fords  and  could  not  find  that 
he  had  crossed.  The  report  of  the  Doctor  alarmed  me,  and  I  put  a  messenger  upon 
my  horse  and  hurried  him  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  ia  Marshall  County,  across  the 
river,  about  thirty  miles  distant. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Was  that  another  Sullivan  t 

Answers  No,  sir ;  the  same. 

Quatiion,  I  thought  the  Sullivan  who  was  whipped  lived  within  four  miles  of  Dr 
Parker's  f 

Answer,  He  was  stopping  four  miles  from  there,  at  Mr.  Stevens,  when  he  was  whipped. 
On  Tuesday,  another  class  of  colored  persons  were  whipped  and  disarmed.  The  Feerrec 
plantation  is  a  very  large  plantation.  On  Wednesday,  the  church  where  I  held  the 
quarteidy  meeting  was  burned.    And  on  Thursday  I  was  notified  that  I  would  go  up. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson: 

Question,  You  say  **  another  class  of  colored  persons  were  whipped.'' 

Answer,  Another  number. 

Qnes^on,  Another  set  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  do  not  mean  an  association  in  the  church,  known  as  a  class  t 

Answer.  No»  sir ;  I  mean  some  three  or  four  more  negroes  were  whipped. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Let  us  understand  you  as  you  go  along ;  you  say  the  church  was  burned  on 
Thursday  night? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queetion.  When  did  the  quarterly  meeting  commence  f 

Answer.  On  the  Saturdav  and  Sunday  previous. 

Question.  And  you  preached  every  day  i 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  preached  Saturday  and  Sunday,  and  closed  out  the  meeting.  I 
laid  out  two  nights  under  the  trees  and  under  the  rocks,  feai'ing  that  they  would  make 
VOL  attack  upon  me.    I  was  notified  by  my  friend,  Dr.  Parker,  through  a  special  mes- 
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Benger,  not  to  return  to  Hontsville  by  any  road  leading  ont  &am  that  point.  The 
nieissenger  and  my  horse  had  bee9  recognized,  and  the  ro^s  were  picketed  behind  him. 
He  was  sent  around  through  the  coun^,  and  was  detained,  so  that  I  could  not  leave. 
Finally  my  bug^y  was  taken  down  the  mountain,  and  also  my  horse  after  he  arrived. 
I  found  Mr.  Sullivan  was  alive,  that  he  was  not  killed,  and  that  he  had  crossed  at  a 
private  ferry  above.  I  took  passage  upon  the  boat,  went  down  the  river  to  Whites- 
burg,  a  point  of  siufety,  and  returned  home.  I  have  Mr.  Sullivan's  aflidavit,  stating 
the  facts  in  the  case  as  1  have  given  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QueaiUm.  Have  you  a  knowledge  of  other  facts  showing  the  condition  of  society 
there  f 

Answer.  It  appears  from  this  affidavit  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  that  when  they  were  whipping 
him  they  said  thev  would  kill  his  presiding  elder:  that  he  must  preach  for  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South :  that  there  should  be  no  church  south  of  Mason 
and  Dixon's  line,  except  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South. 

Question.  By  whose  direction  did  you  go  to  Alabama  to  organize  the  church  there  t 

Answer.  By  direction  of  Bishop  Clark. 

By  Mr.  Van  Tbump  : 

QuesUon.  Of  what  State  f  - 

Answer.  The  State  of  Ohio.    I  was  sent  from  the  Cincinnati  conference,  as  that  waa 
in  session.    I  was  transferred  from  Indiana ;  my  home  was  in  Indiana. 
Question.  Was  the  Methodist  Church  South  represented  in  that  Cincinnati  conference  f 
Answer.  Not  at  all.  , 

Question.  Altogether  northern  preachers  and  bishops  f 
Answer,  There  are  two  separate  organizations. 

Question.  And  have  been  ever  since  the  suit  in  the  supreme  court,  before  the  war  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr,  Stevenson  : 

Question.  There  is  no  Methodist  Church  North  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

« 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  You  are  not  disposed  to  call -yourselves  by  that  uamef 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  were  sent  there  to  organize  a  church  in  Alabama? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  these  persons  represented  that  there  should  be  in  that  State  none  bnt 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South  f 

Answer,  None  but  tnat  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line.  The  church  divided  in 
1844,  and  the  southern  wing  that  split  off  assumed  the  ecclesiastical  title  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has  never 
changed  its  name. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  What  is  the  number  of  members  in  Alabama  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  proper  t 

Answer.  Wo  have  there  now  about  15,000  members,  a  fraction  over  three-fonrtiis  of 
whom  are  white ;  we  have  six  nresiding-elder  districts,  seventy  circuits  and  stations^ 
seventy  traveling  ministers,  ana  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  local  preachers. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Let  me  ask  you,  in  what  character  were  you  sent  there ;  as  a  missionaay 
to  the  South,  or  were  you  sent  there  by  the  Cincinnati  conference  to  take  charge  of 
that  church  south  f 

Answer,  We  had  no  orij^anization  there. 

Question.  Did  the  Cincinnati  conference  claim  that  they  had  a  right  to  go  there  and 
organize  a  church  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  As  against  the  Southern  Methodist  church  f 

Answer.  Not  against  the  Southern  Methodist  church ;  we  regarded  the  wh<^  world 
our  parish. 

Question.  Having  no  orgtmized  church  there  yon  went  in  the  character  of  a  miaaioa- 
ary  to  found  a  church  there  f 

Answer.  I  was  sent  there  to  organize  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chnroh,  and  bnild  np 
her  interests,  and  in  that  capacity  I  have  labored  there  for  years,  and  have  raised  that 
«howing  which  you  see  there  in  five  years  and  eight  months. 
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Quesihn.  Are  we  to  understand  that  all  this  concatenation  of  attacks  upon  yoi^has 
•ome  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South  T 

Answer,  I  have  said  no  such  thing. 

Qmeitiom.  What  is  your  belief?  Does  it  spring  from  a  difference  in  regard  to  reli* 
gioos  matters  f 

AMW€r,  I  think  there  is  a  bitter  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Chnroh  Soath  against  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  thd  afi^ities  of  that 
obnroh  are  with  the  party  that  is  opposed  to  our  organization. 

Questiom,  Just  as  the  affinities  of  the  northern  members  are  with  the  northern  church  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  there  any  difference  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  is  a  Tery  similar  state  of  things ;  I  regard  it  as  a  politico-religions 
feeling  and  bitterness.  We  drew  out  the  loyal  element  and  concentrated  it,  and  it 
seemed  to  assume  proportions  and  dimensions  that  were  a  little  alarming. 

Question,  What  do  you  mean  by  drawing  out  the  loyal  element  f  Do  you  mean  that 
yomr  efforts  were  directed  to  that  portion  of  the  Southern  people  and  not  to  the  others  f 

Answer,  Not  in  the  least.  I  never  advanced  a  political  idea  in  the  pulpit,  North  or 
South. 

QuestUm.  Then  what  do  you  mean  by  drawing  out  the  loyal  element  of  the  South  f 

Answer.  I  mean  by  that  that  as  I  commenced  and  contmued  preaching  there,  and 
they  understood  the  antecedents  and  general  principles  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  from  which  they  had  formerly  been  severed,  they  decided  to  return  ;  and  as  a 
natural  consequence  the  loyal  element  gravitated  toward  us. 

QuesUon.  Did  you  not  gt)  t*here  to  organize  the  loyal  element  in  the  Methodist  Church  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  had  no  such  purpose  and  no  such  design.  My  orders  were  per- 
emptory not  to  mingle  in  the  x>olitical  arena  at  all  j  my  charge  to  my  preachers  was 
peremptory 

Question.  From  what  part  of  Ohio  did  you  go  T 

Anncer.  I  resided  in  Peru,  Indiana ;  but  was  transferred  over  to  the  Cincinnati  con- 
fereoce,  that  being  in  session  at  Troy. 

Qusstion.  Troy,  in  Miami  County  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  You  never  lived  in  Ohio  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  been  a  pretty  strong  politician  in  your  timet 

Answer.'  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  taken  no  part  in  politics  t 

Answer.  I  would  not  say  that. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  preach  what  is  called  a  political  sermon  f 

Answer.  Never  in  my  life ;  I  never  introduced,  North  or  South,  a  political  idea  in  my 
sermons  ;  never  have  and  ^never  expect  to. 

Question.  Are  you  not  somewhat  of  an  exception  in  that  respect  to  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  preachers  generally  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  am. 

Question,  Do  you  not  know  a  great  many  that  are  of  that  class  f 

Answer.  1  know  a  great  many  who  are  warm  in  their  political  feelings. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  a  political  sermon  ?    . 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  I  ever  have. 

Question.  Where  were  you  during  the  wart  • 

Answer.  1  was  chaplain  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Indiantf  Regiment. 

Question.  You  were  in  the  conflict  then? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  for  four  years  I  shared  the  fortunes  of  that  regiment  in  all  their 
bloody  battles  and  terrible  marches,  and  with  Sherman  went  around  to  the  sea. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

QnesHon.  You  were  stating  something  about  the  charge  you  gave  to  your  preachers ;  I 
wish  you  would  continue  what  you  were  going  to  say.  What  was  your  charge  to 
themf 

Answer.  My  orders  from  the  bishop,  and  through  me  to  the  preachers,  were  not  to 
mingle  in  the  political  arena,  but  to  devote  themselves  entirely  and  exclusively 
to  &e  work  of  the  Christian  ministry ;  and  as  a  class,  I  do  not  believe  there  is 
an  equal  number  to  be  found  in  the  United  States  that  have  adliered  more  closely  to 
the  duties  of  the  ministry  than  the  pi  eachers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
the  State  of  Alabama.  I  will  say  further,  with  permission,  that  we  have  had  some 
very  severe  and  some  very  hard  conflicts.  I  may  be  compelled  to  look  at  my  list,  in 
order  to  give  all  the  facts. 

QneeiHon.  In  reference  to  the  particular  point  yon  were  on  a  moment  ago,  I  wish  you 
would  state  whether  this  opposition  to  your  work  is  organized,  or  is  it  incidental  in  its 
manifestations,  as  you  nnderatand  it  t 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  whether  it  is  a  systematic  organized  opposition ;  I  do  not  know 
that. 
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QilesiUm.  What  wonld  the  manifestations  lead  yon  to  suppose  t 
Answer,  The  manifestations  indicate  such  a  state  of  feeling. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question.  A  moment  before  yon  leave  that  subject ;  yon  have  stated  in  rofeirenoe  to 
the  character  of  the  membership  that  came  to  your  chnrch  in  Alabama,  that  it  vraa 
principally  from  the  loyal  element. 

Anstcer.  yes,  sir. 

Questifm.  Did  yon,  when  yon  went  there,  find  t^at  element  ready  to  be  organized 
into  your  church :  and  did  yon  find  it  existing  there  to  any  great  extent  f 

Answer.  I  found  it  to  a  very  great  extent.  We  did  not  create  the  necessity  or  the 
demand ;  we  simply  supplied  it.  By  their  feelings  and  views,  and  their  knowledge  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopsd  Church,  they  naturally  came  to  her  as  their  choice. 

Question,  That  being  the  case,  do  you  attribute  the  hostility  of  those  disguised  per- 
sons, of  those  bands  who  attacked  yon,  in  any  degree  to  the  fact  that  there  were  so 
many  loyal  men  in  your  branch  of  tne  Methodist  church  in  Alabama? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  loyal  men  in  the  State  of  Alabama  as  a  general  thing,  or  the 
minority  of  them^  are  not  among  the  leading  men  of  the  country ;  they  are  what  we 
would  call  t^e  middle  classes,  the  working  classes,  poor  men  who  had  no  intereBt  in 
maintaining  slavery. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump-: 

Question,  Has  anybody  any  interest  in  maintainisff  that  institntion  now  f 
Answer,  I  think  Mr.  Davis  has  an  interest  in  ''the Tost  cause;''  he  seems  to  have. 

By  the  Chatrmax  : 

Qtiestion,  In  traveling  through  the  State  of  Alabama  and  supervising  the  interests 
of  your  church  there,  liave  you  made  any  examination  into  the  number  of  your 
preachers  who  have  been  visited  by  these  bands  of  disgnised  men,  and  the  number 
of  persons  who  have  been  whipped  and  outraged  in  the  different  counties  thitmgh 
which  you  have  passed?  If  you  have,  state  what  was  the  result  of  that  examina- 
tion. 

Answer,  (Referring  to  memorandum-book.)  Rev.  Mr.  Hill,  of  Eutaw,  was  whipped 
and  driven  from  the  State  in  1867,  and  is  now  in  Illinois. 

4 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Di4  you  commence  making  that  record  in  1867  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  When  did  you  commence  that  memorandum-book  T 

Answer,  I  drew  up  this  from  a  former  scrap-book. 

Question,  You  kept  a  scrap-book,  then  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QTtesUon.  Did  you  commence  it  in  1867  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Who  was  Mr.  Hill,  and  where  was  he  from  t 

Answer,  He  was  a  native  Alabamian.  We  have  not  had  a  northern  preacher  there 
except  one  to  assist  me,  for  about  three  months.  I  have  raised  all  these  men  on  the 
ground — native  Alabamians.        ^ 

Question,  Was  the  Mr.  Sullivan  to  whom  yon  have  referred  a  southern  man  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Qu^tion,  How  many  preachers  have  you  under  your  charge  t 

Answer,  In  the  conference  T 

Question,  In  your  Alabama  organization ;  do  yon  not  preside  over  the  Alabama  or- 
ganization f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  preside  over  only  one  district ;  we  have  six  districts. 

Question,  You  are  a  presiding  elder,  as  known  in  the  Methodist  Church  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  have  had  the  supervision  of  the  whole  work. 

Question,  Then,  when  you  speak  of  all  your  preachers  but  one  being  native 
Alabamians,  do  you  mean  that  remark  to  apply  to  your  district  only  or  to  the  entire 
State? 

Amewer,  I  mean  that  to  apply  to  the  whole  conference  in  the  State. 

Question,  How  many  preachers  are  there  of  that  sortt 

Answer,  Who  have  been  maltreated  t 

QuesUon,  No ;  who  are  native  Alabamians. 

Anstcer,  They  are  all  native  Alabamians. 

Question,  How  many  are  there  ? 

Answer,  Seventy. 
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By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

QuestUm.  Native  Alabamians  or  resident  Alabamians  f 

Anmcer.  Resident  Alabamians,  and  I  suppose  all  native  Alabamians ;  and  there  are 
one  liandred  and  fifty  local  preachers.  The  first  I  named^  who  was  maltreated,  was 
a  Mr.  Hill ;  he  has  some  three  initials  to  his  name,  F.  B.  L.,  I  think,  but  I  do  not  now 
remember  exactly  what  they  are.  The  parties  who  whippefl  him  were  arrested  and 
tried  by  General  Shepperd,  by  military  commission,  adjud^^ed  to  have  their  heads 
shaved  and  sent  to  the  Dry  Tortngas,  one  class  for  one  year  and  the  other  class  for  two 
years,  at  hard  labor.  Mr.  President  Johnson  pardoned  them  all.  J.  A.  McCntcheon, 
presiding  elder,  was  driven  from  the  Demopolis  district  in  1868. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Who  was  he  t 

Afmcer.  A  native  Alabamian,  and  subsequently  chaplain  of  the  senate;  he  was 
chaplain  for  two  years.  James  Buchanan  was  driven  from  the  Tuscaloosa  circuit;  he 
was  fired  upon  in  his  house  and  upon  the  highway,  and  notified  to  leave  on  pain  of 
death.    He  has  gone  to  Texas. 

Question,  Who  was  he  f 

Anmcer,  He  was  a  native  Alabamian — ^born  and  raised  in  Blount  County,  Alabama. 
John  W.  Talley,  a  native  Alabamian,  an  old  traveling  minister  in  fhe  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Chnrch  before  the  division,  fell  into  the  southern  division ;  but  when  the  Meth- 
odist Church  came  there  he  came  to  her.  Ho  was  the  presiding  elder  of  the  Talladega 
district,  but  is  now  in  Missouri.  Moses  B-  Sullivan,  as  I  have  already  stated,  was 
whipped,  and  is  now  in  Florida,  sent  out  of  the  State. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

QuestUyti,  Who  is  Moses  B.  Snllivaii  t 

Anmcer,  The  man  who  was  whipped,  whom  I  named  before,  and  whose  affidavit  I 
preaeDted. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuestAom  At  what  place  was  Mr.  Sullivan  whipped  t 

Answer,  In  Madison  County,  twenty-two  miles  from  Huntsville. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Queetian,  Do  yon  desire  this  affidavit  of  Mr.  Sullivan's  case  to  be  incorporated  with 
your  testimony  f 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir;  with  one  exception.  There  are  two  names  I  wish  to  strike  from 
that  affidavit,  for  I  am  convinced  that  Mr.  Sullivan  was  in  error  in  regard  to  two 
names  of  persons  whom  he  attempts  to  identify  as  among  his  punishers. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  By  what  authority  do  you  assume  to  strike  out  anything  from  an  affidavit 
made  by  another  person  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  will  record  it  as  a  note ;  for  since  then  these  men,  who  are  personal 
friends  of  mine,  have  given  me  reason  to  believe  that  they  were  not  the  guilty  parties. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  State  who  they  are,  if  you  wish  that  statement  to  accompany  the  affidavit. 

Anstoer.  Colonel  James  Sheffield  and  Mr.  Ferguson — James  Ferguson,  I  think. 

Question,  You  think  the  reference  to  them  in  the  affidavit  is  erroneous? 

Answer,  Yes^  sir. 

Question,  With  that  exception  yon  desire  the  affidavit  incorporated  in  your  testimony  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  [See  *^A,''  attached  to  testimony  of  this  witness,  page  14H.]  Dean 
Reynolds,  colored  man,  local  preacher,  beaten  and  left  for  dead,  with  both  arma 
broken,  one  of  them  in  two  places. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Was  he  a  native  Alabamian  f 

Answer,  A  native  Alabamian,  and  a  colored  man. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Where  was  that? 

Answer,  In  Morgan  County,  on  the  Tennessee  River ;  right  on  the  line  between  Mar- 
shall and  Morgan. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  When  was  that  f 

Answer,  It  was  in  1868.  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  time.  I  sent  him  over  the 
river  to  take  charge  of  the  colored  people  on  those  lar^e  Tennessee  bottom  plantations. 
JesBo  Knight,  local  preacher,  shot  in  his  own  house,  in  Morgan  County,  in  1869,  and 
died  in  a  few  days  after. 
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« 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Who  was  het 

Answer.  A  native  Alftbamian ;  had  lived  all  bis  life  in  that  place,  and  owned  a  grist- 
mill and  a  saw-mill  there.  He  was  a  steady,  sedate,  virtuous,  intelligent  maa«  I  held 
a  quarterly  meeting  in  his  neighborhood,  and  stopped  at  his  house. 

ByMr.  Coburn: 

Question,  How  long  was  it  after  yon  held  a  quarterly  meeting  there  and  stopped  at 
his  house,  that  that  outrage  was  committed  t 

Answer,  About  fifteen  months.  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson,  local  preacher,  of  Fayetteville, 
shot  dead  in  the  pulpit  while  preaching,  in  1869. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Who  was  he? 

Answer,  A  native  Alabamian,  living  in  the  place  |  a  local  preacher. 
Question,  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  circumstances  of  that  caset 
Answer,  Not  particularly ;  only  that  a  man  from  the  congregation  shot  him  while  he 
was  preaching. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question,  A  single  man  t 
Anstoer,  No,  sir;  he  was  a  man  of  family. 

Question,  I  mean  the  roan  who  shot  him  was  not  supported  by  others  around  him. 
Yon  say  a  man  arose  in  the  congregation  and  shot  him. 
Answer,  Ho  was  sitting  in  the  congregation  and  drew  his  pistol  and  shot  him. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Was  there  any  punishment  for  that  that  you  have  heard  oft 
Answer,  I  have  never  heard  of  a  man  in  Alabama  l>eing  punished  for  any  outrage  of 
the  kind. 
Question,  Were  the  military  there  then  t 
Answer,  They  were  in  Huntsville. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  When  was  that  T 

Answer,  In  1869. 

Question.  The  State  government  was  organized  then  T  • 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  At  what  time  in  1869  ? 

Anstcer.  In  the  summer  of  1869.  James  Dorman,  a  member  of  the  conference,  at  We- 
tumpka,  was  brutally  whipped  on  Sunday  after  service,  and  run  from  the  circuit  in  1870. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Who  was  he  t 

Answer,  A  native  Alabamian ;  a  nephew  of  the  celebrated  and  distinguished  Dr. 
Dorman,  of  the  Georgia  conference;  the  presiding  elder  of  that  conference.  I  failed  to 
look  over  the  minutes:  I  was  secretary  of  the  conference,  and  have  not  here  the  name 
of  a  man  who  joined  tne  conSurence  last  fall  at  our  session  ;  and  in  a  few  weeks  after 
he  and  his  son  were  shot  dead  on  the  line  of  the  West  I^oint  and  Montgomery  road. 

Question,  Was  he  a  preacher  t 

Ansicer,  He  was  a  member  of  the  conference ;  a  colored  man.  He  joined  the  con- 
ference, went  to  his  circuit,  and  a  few  days  after  reaching  the  place  he  was  shot.  It 
was  between  West  Point  and  Opelika,  on  the  Ime  of  that  rood.  His  presiding  elder, 
Dr.  Franklin,  wrote  me  the  facts  of  the  case.  George  Taylor,  local  preacher  in  1869, 
in  the  county  that  was  taken  off  of  Florence  and  Lawrence.  If  you  have  the  map  here 
I  can  recall  the  name. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  When  was  it  taken  off  f    Perhaps  the  map  here  will  not  show  it. 

Ansiver,  I  think  it  will;  it  was  in  Tuscnmbia,  Colbert  County.  I  have  an  affidavit 
here  which  I  will  present  to  be  incorporated  with  my  testimony.  (See  "  B  "  attached 
to  this  testimony,  page  148.)  I  was  in  the  neighborhood,  and  know  the  facts.  He 
was  taken  from  his  bed  by  a  band  of  disguised  men  and  whipped ;  laid  upon  his  face, 
with  men  upon  his  arms  and  legs,  and  whipped  till  his  back  was  scaritied ;  he  was 
punched  in  the  head  with  their  pistols  until  his  hair  was  clotted  with  coagulated  blood ; 
and  then,  with  a  knife,  his  body  and  legs  and  thighs  were  punctured  all  over,  and  then 
they  would  slit  them  out  with  the  knife.  They  ordered  him  to  leave ;  his  wife  carried 
him  out  and  fed  him;  he  was  taken  to  one  of  my  traveling  preachers  there. 
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QuesHan,  Did  jron  see  him  t 

Anmcer.  Yee,  air ;  at  Old  Uncle  George  Merrill's ;  he  was  kept  concealed  in  their  loft 
for  about  three  months,  and  then  he  was  able  to  travel,  when  he  left. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Questbm.  Was  he  stripped  when  they  whipped  him  f 

Answer,  I  did  not  ascertain;  he  had  nothmg  but  his  night-clothes  on  when  they 
whipped  him.' 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

QuestUm,  Who  was  he  f 

Answer.  A  colored  man ;  bom  and  raised  in  ^hat  neighborhood ;  one  of  the  most 
meek,  hnmble,  devoted  boys  I  have  ever  known  among  the  colored  people.  About  the 
same  time  they  hung  three  men  from  the  bridge. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Three  colored  men  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  from  the  bridge  across  a  large  creek.  The  leading  man's  name  was 
Johnson,  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Two  others  were  hung  with  him  from 
the  bridge  by  disguised  men. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Ques/iaii.  WasthatatTuscnmbiaf 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  I  have  another  case  that  I  wish  to  present,  and  then  I  will  submit 
the  whole  of  their  affidavits. 

By  Mr.  CoBURN : 

Question.  In  reganl  to  the  men  hung  from  a  bridge,  do  you  mean  that  they  were  hung 
mitil  theyflRrere  deadf 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  they  were  taken  down  and  buried  by  the  colored  people. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

QuesUon.  Was  any  notice  pinned  upon  their  bodies  t 
Answer.  Not  that  I  know  o£ 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Does  that  complete  the  list  of  clergymen  you  have  referred  to'as  having 
beoi  subject^  to  outrages  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  all  these  men  you  have  mentioned  men  of  good  character  and  stand- 
ing in  your  church  f 

Anstcer.  I  was  personally  acquainted  with  every  man  of  them  but  Johnson,  and  he  is 
reported  to  have  been  a  man  of  excellent  character.  All.  the  rest  I  can  vouch  for  as 
bemg  men  of  sterling  integrity  and  piety — quiet,  peaceable,  and  unobtrusive. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  What  has  become  of  Taylor  f 

Answer.  He  is  in  HuntsviUe,  worMng  on  a  plantation  within  about  three  miles  of  the 
town. 
Question.  Has  he  quit  preaching  f 
Answer.  He  is  a  local  preacher. 
Question.  He  is  still  preaching  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  has  never  been  a  traveling  minister. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

^     Question.  Have  you  any  information  of  the  arrest,  trial,  and  punishment  of  any 
persons  who  perpetrated  these  outrases  upon  these  preachers  f 

Answer.  I  have  of  but  one;  and  tnat  was  the  punishment  in  the  Dorman  case.  I 
have  this  item  of  information  that  I  will  give  to  you.  I  see  now  the  importance  of 
things  that  I  did  not  think  of  at  the  time. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  that  Dorman  the  man  who  was  killed  in  the  pulpit  f 
Ansicer.  Ko,  sir;  that  was  Mi.  Johnson.  Mr.  Franklin,  the  preeidiuff  elder  of  Mr. 
Dorman — by  the  way,  he  was  under  me  for  oneyear ;  and  I  have  known  him  ever  since 
'^e  have  organized  our  conference  there.  Mr.  franklin  wrote  me  that  at  the  investiga- 
tipn  a  lawyer  of  Watumpka  denounced  him  as  a  renegade,  thief,  liar,  and  heaped  every 
epithet  upon  him  that  could  be  thought  of,  and  it  seemed  to  meet  with  a  very  general 
and  hearty  response  from  the  great  crowd  that  had  assembled  to  hear  the  investigation. 
The  whole  matter  was  laid  over,  or  quashed,  or  broke  down.  *  There  was  nothing  done — 
the  whole  thing  passed  away. 
Question,  You  say  the  lawyer  denoimced  Dormant 

9 
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Answer.  Yes,  air ;  in  the  iDvestieaticNi  a  lawyer  from  Wetampka  was  employed. 
Question,  Who  was  that  lawyer  i 
Anstcer,  I  do  not  remember  his  name.  • 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuestioTt,  How  many  were  arrested  at  the  time  that  investigation  took  plaoef 
Answer,  1  do  not  know ;  he  did  not  state. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  They  were  tried  and  released  t 

Answer,  That  is  the  report ;  that  the  proceeding  flashed  ont. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Is  that  the  only  case  in  which  you  know  of  an  arrest  being  made  f 
Anstcer,  The  only  instance  of  arrest  that  I  know.    I  have  one  case  iwish  to  preeent, 

and  here  is  the  affidavit.    I  will  state  the  facts :  .a  yoon^^  man  by  the  name  of  Blair,  a 

colored  man, 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Is  that  case  connected  with  the  church  f 

Answer.  No^  sir;  it  is  not. 

Question.  Before  you  go  on  with  that  case,  I  wish  to  ask  yon  some  questions ;  was  there 
any  evidence  brought  to  your  knowledge  that  the  people  who  gathered  around  you  in 
organizing  the  Meuiodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Alabama  were  people  who  had  been  con- 
strained into  the  separation;  was  there  any  extensive  feeling  of  that  sort  that  yon 
observed  T 

Answer,  On  the  part  of  old  men  there  were  men  who  had  lived  under  the  old 
church  and  had  been  taken  ont  without  their  knowledge  or  consent.  They  felt  a 
longing  to  return  to  the  old  church  and  became  centers  of  influeuce ;  and  fflo  people, 
as  a  general  thin^,  the  loyal  people,  were  very  much  displeased  and  dissatisfied  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South.  Some  of  their  best  ministers  were  expelled  for 
disloyalty,  or  because  they  were  suspected  9f  disloyalty  to  the  Confederate  States,  and 
they  were  very  much  oppressed,  ana  they  liailed  the  opportunity  of  going  to  the  old 
church  when  she  went  there. 

Question,  I  notice  that  Mr.  Sullivan  in  his  affidavit  states  that  on  one  occasion  he 
was  told  that  the  people  at  the  church  where  he  was  preaching  did  not  want  to  hear 
him ;  that  he  took  a  vote  of  the  con  negation  and  all  but  three  voted  that  they  wanted 
to  hear  him,  and  three  voted  that  they  did  not,  and  that  the  cix)wd  who  was  outside 
cursing  and  swearing  agreed  with  the  three ;  did  you  hear  of  that  circumstance  t 

Ansu>er,  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  it  talked  of. 

Question,  Currently  spoken  oft 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  It  was  also  charged  against  him  by  the  crowd  who  were  whipping  him  that 
he  had  not  been  true  to  the  South.    Had  he  been  an  old  preacher  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  have  any  communication  with  Methodist  Episcopal  preachers  in 
other  Southern  States — any  general  knowledge  of  how  they  were  getting  onT  Was 
the  work  going  on  in  other  &uthem  States  also  T 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  pretty  general,  for  this  reason  :  the  last  general  conference  es- 
tablished a  paper  located  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  called  the  Methodist  Advocate.  It  has 
become  the  organ  of  the  South,  aiid  I  am  one  of  its  corresponding  editors ;  I  have  had 
a  pretty  extensive  correspondence  with  the  preachers  and  leading  men  of  the  Church, 
and  especially  with  the  editor  of  that  paper. 

Question,  I  do  not  want  to  go  into  details,  but  I  want  to  ask  you  the  general  ques- 
tion, whether  ftom  your  knowledge  of  the  aflairs  and  proceedings  of  the  Church  in  other 
Southern  States,  engaged  in  work  similar  to  that  yon  were  engaged  in,  t^ere  was  any 
general  or  violent  opposition  ? 

Answer,  1  think  there  is  very  general. 

Question,  Do  yon  mean  to  incliide  the  past  in  that ;  to  say  that  there  has  been,  and 
"that  there  is,  very  general  opposition  t 

Anstcer.  I  mean  to  say  there  has  been  and  is. 

Question.  Has  it  been  manifested  more  or  less  in  the  same  way  by  acts  of  violence  f 

Anstcer,  To  some  considerable  extent. 

By  Mr.  Cobubn  : 

Question,  Is  there  any  radical  difference,  and  if  so,  what  is  it,  between  the  disci- 
pline and  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South  and  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  t 

Answer,  There  is  no  difference  in  the  doctrines  and  in  the  general  economy  of  the 
church ;  there  may  be  some  little  changes  adapted  to  the  different  sections  of  the  coon- 
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try.    The  Methodist  Episeopal  Church  retained  the  opposition  to  shivery ;  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Ohnrch  South  obliterated  it  from  the  discipline. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  They  differed  merely  on  the  question  of  slavery  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  ground  of  the  split. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  Is  there  any  difference  now  that  slavery  has  been  abolished  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  The  doctrines  and  discipline,  and  very  generally  the  usage  and 
economy,  are  the  same — some  verbal  differences. 

Question.  Have  they  restored  the  old  article  in  relation  to  slavery  f 

Answer.  The  Southern  Church  t 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  is,  then,  the  difference  between  the  churches  now;  is  it  a  question 
of  loyalty  or  dislovalty,  or  democracy  or  republicanism  ?  Is  it  political,  or  is  it  relig- 
ious, in  other  words ;  that  is  what  I  want  to  bring  your  mind  to  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  both ;  it  is  a  mixed  question.  At  the  general  conference;  after 
tiie  surrender,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  general  conference  requested 
the  bench  of  bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cnurch  to  confer  with  the  bishops  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  and  propose  terms  of  union.  The  bishops  of 
the  Methodist  Church  South  threw  themselves  upon  the  old  issues  and  rejected  the 
OTertnre.  At  the  last  session  of  the  general  coiuerenoe  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  a  commission  was  appointed  to  meet  the  general  conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South,  and  again  propose  formal  terms  of  union.  Bishop  Jaynes  and 
Dr.  Harris  were  the  commissioners.  They  met  the  general  conference  in  Memphis;  they 
were  received  very  cordially,  but  the  announcement  was  made  and  concurred  in  by  the 
gea^ral  conference  that  it  was  essential  for  the  existence  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South  to  have  two  separate  organizations.    • 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  That  was  in  the  conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Had  they  not,  before  the  war,  had  a  very  great  and  excited  controversy  in 
the  courts,  and  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  the  division  of 
the  property  between  the  two  organizations  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  As  soon  as  the  general  conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South  was  organized  they  instituted  proceedings  in  the  courts  for  their  por- 
tion of  the  funds  of  the  church,  and  they  had  to  prosecute  in  the  Stat<^  where  the 
prOT)erty  was  held. 

Question.  I  merely  want  to  show  that  there  was  a  controversy  between  the  two 
churches  before  there  were  any  political  troubles.  Was  that  not  really  the  first  blow 
against  the  arch  of  the  union  that  occurred  in  the  whole  history  of  the  matter  T 

Answer.  It  was  a  very  heavy  blow. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  You  were  coin^  on  to  make  a  statement  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Blair. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Here  is  the  affidavit  in  that  case.  (See  "  C,"  attached  to  this  testi- 
mony', page  148.)  Ho  was  taken  from  his  house — ^from  liis  father,  mother,  brother,  and 
sisters — and  whipped ;  his  legs  were  slit  open  on  three  sides  on  his  thighs ;  the  calves 
of  his  legs  were  slit  open  on  two  sides ;  the  bottoms  of  his  feet  were  slit  open ;  and 
then  there  were  cuts  made  across  both  legs. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Cuts  with  a  knife  f 

Answer.  With  some  sharp-cutting  instrument. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  did  he  live  f 

Answer.  In  Madison  County,  near  the  little  town  of  Vienna,  on  the  Tennessee  River. 
It  was  done  by  disguised  men.  . 

Question.  Was  he  a  preacher  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  was  a  laboring  man.  He  was  thrown  hito  spasms.  He  was 
brought  into  Huntsvilleon  a  stretcher,  carried  into  the  grand-Jury  room,  and  exhibited 
to  the  grand  jury.  He  was  subject  to  violent  spasms,  and  about  three  months  after 
he  died  in  one  of  those  spasms. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Had  he  been  subject  to  spasms  before  f 
Answer.  Ko,  sir ;  he  was  a  healthy  boy. 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  What  was  he  whipped  for  t 

Anetoer,  I  do  not  know ;  there  was  nothing  alleged  a^inst  him.  *  Tho  parties  \rere 
all  identified  hy  the  flEunily,  and  they  were  aU  sworn  to  oefore  the  grand  jury. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

QuesUan,  Did  they  indict  them  T 

Anatoer,  It  was  r^>ort6d  that  they  were  all  indicted.  It  was  before  the  United  States 
coorti  nnder  the  civil-rights  bilL  . 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Queatum,  Have  they  been  tried  yet  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.  There  never  has  been  one  of  them  tried  in  that  court.  I  think 
there  were  some  thirty-three  indictments,  as  I  learned  from  the  foreman  of  the  grand 
jury,  and  from  one  of  his  colleagues ;  and  seven  of  those  indictments  were  fpr  man- 
slaughter and  murder  in  the  first  degree.  Judge  Charlton,  the  foreman  of  the  grand 
jury,  came  to  Hunt-sville  to  investigate,  and  told  me  he  would  go  t/O  the  bottom  of  the 
afiai)*,  as  but  two  had  been  arrested,  and  they  were  illicit  distillers.  Before  Judge 
Charlton  reached  his  home  in  Summerville  he  was  clandestinely  murdered,  in  Decatur, 
in  the  night,  seven  buck-shot  entering  his  body. 

By  Mr.  Van  TRuafP : 

Question,  Did  you  say  that  difficulty  arose  out  of  some  illicit  transactions  in  distil- 
lingtf 

Anstoer.  No,  sir.  I  said  but  two  of  the  party  had  been  arrested,  and  they  were  illicit 
distillers. 

"By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Two  of  those  against  whom  indictments  were  found  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir,  of  the  t£irty-odd. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Have  any  of  those  parties  who  were  indicted  at  that  time  been  arrested  at 
allt 

Anstoer,  No,  sir.  Their  names  are  not  on  the  marshal's  books  at  alL  There  have 
been  no  capiases  issued,  and  consequently  no  arrests  and  no  trial. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  This  was  in  the  United  States  court  7 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  How  long  ago  f 

An8U}er,  A  year  ago  last  falL 

Question,  Do  you  Know  the  reason  why  they  have  not  been  prosecuted  T 

Answer.  I  think  our  courts  in  Alabama  are  a  farce;  not  only  a  farce,  but  a  mockery. 

Question,  The  United  States  courts  7 

Answer.  I  think  all  of  them  put  together  are. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Was  it  in  the  district  or  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  or  do  you 
know  t    What  judge  was  on  the  bench  7 

Answer,  Judge  Busteed. 

Question,  Was  any  other  judge  sitting  with  him  7 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Then  it  was  the  district  court  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  think  there  are  three  judicial  districts,  Mobile,  Montgomery, 
and  Huntsville. 

Question,  You  mean  three  places  of  holding  the  United  States  court  7 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    I  hold  in  my  hands  written  statements  of  outrages  sworn  to. 

By  Mr. Blair: 

Question,  Do  you  know  the  parties  7 
Answer,  I  know  a  large  number  of  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  State  what  cases  you  know. 

Answer.  Hero  is  the  affidavit  of  Mary  Campbel  (see  '^  D, "  attached  to  this  testifiionyi 
pace  149,)  in  the  case  of  William  Campbell,  her  husband. 
Questimi,  Do  you  know  the  facts  of  the  occurrence  there  set  forth  7 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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Quettion,  State  them. 

Answer.  He  resided  in  this  Big  CoTe  that  I  hare  referred  to,  in  Madison  Coanty.  He 
was  shot  in  the  night,  five  times,  by  disgnised  men ;  once  in  the  presence  of  his  wife,  and 
onoe  the  pistol  was  reached  aroond  her  to  shoot  Mm. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

QueatUm.  Let  ns  understand.  Yon  say  you  know  all  these  facts.  Of  oonrse  you  cao 
give  the  information  you  have  got.    How  do  you  know  of  this  transaction  f 

Anmoer.  I  was  in  the  neighborhood,  and  pa»ed  through. 

Qwation,  You  were  not  present  at  the  shooting  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  know  what  yon  have  heard  others  sayf 

Answer.  I  was  not  an  eye-witness  of  it. 

Question.  What  you  know  about  it  is  fVom  iuformation  from  others  f 

Answer.  I  was  in  the  neighborhood ;  I  saw  the  widow  of  the  murdered  man ;  I  was 
in  the  neighborhood,  and  I  heard  the  people  who  buried  him  talk  of  the  occurrence. 

QuesHon.  As  you  proceed  with  each  case  consecutively,  it  will  save  time  if  you  will 
state  what  you  are  testifying  to  of  your  own  knowledge,  and  what  on  informatioo 
from  others. 

Answer.  This  num  Campbell  was  shot  and  murdered. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Who  was  he  t 

Answer.  A  colored  man ;  an  industrious,  hard-working  man,  living  on  a  plantation. 

Question.  Was  he  prominent  in  any  way  ? 

Answer,  Quite  so ;  he  was  killed  just  before  the  election. 

Question.  Was  he  prominent  as  a  republican  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  as  a  republican  among  the  colored  men.  Prior  Turner,  of  Hunts- 
ville,  was  shot.  I  did  not  see  the  shooting  ;  I  saw  the  man,  and  saw  his  wounds,  and 
I  saw  the  case  as  it  was  brought  before  the  grand  jury. 

Question.  Who  was  he  T 

Answer.  A  citizen  of  Huutsville ;  a  very  hard-working,  industrious  colored  man. 

Question.  Had  he  any  prominence  t 

AjfMoer.  Quite  considerable. 

Question.  As  a  republican  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  a  republican  and  as  a  man. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  When  did  that  occur  t  ^ 

Answer.  The  date  is  in  this  paper.    (See  "  £,"  attached  to  this  testimony,  page  150.) 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  You  do  not  yourself  recollect  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  recollect  the  year ;  it  was  in  1868. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  regard  to  all  those  cases  in  reference  to  which  you  have  submitted 
affidavits,  have  you  made  such  in vestigatlon  as  to  satisfy  you  that  the  statements  made 
ate  substantially  correct  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  perfectly  sanguine  of  that. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  In  whose  handwriting  are  these  affidavits  t  I  notice  that  they  are  all  in 
one  hand  writing.  , 

Answer.  They,  are  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Wager,  the  Bureau  agent  at  Huuts- 
ville. Here  are  two  cases  that  occurred  on  one  plantation.  (See  "F/^  attached  to  this 
testimony,  page  151.)  I  had  the  statement  from  the  gentleman  himself,  ttvo  morn- 
ings after  tney  were  whipped,  and  I  saw  one  of  the  men.  Seven  were  whipped  in  one 
night  on  the  plantation  of  Mr.  David  Bush ;  seven  were  whipped,  three  were  shot,  and 
one  was  murdered.  I  was  taken  to  see  him :  he  was  lacerated  all  over,  and  his  body 
punctured  with  some  four  or  five  bullets.  He  was  living  when  I  saw  him,  but  died  a 
WW  days  after. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  Did  he  make  any  statement  to  you  while  in  this  dying  condition? 

Answer.  I  talked  with  him. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  t 

Answer.  He  eiaid  there  were  some  thirty  or  forty  disguised  men  who  came  into  his 
hoQse,  took  his  gun  and  broke  it,  took  him  out  one  side  and  beat  him,  and  then  shot 
him,  and  persons  on  the  plantation  carried  him  in. 

QusBtion.  At  the  time  he  made  this  statement  was  he  in  the  prospect  of  death  ? 
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Answer.  Yrs,  sir ;  right  in  the  jaws  of  death. 

Question,  Ue  made  that  statement  with  the  nnderstanding  that  his  woanda  were 
mortal  t 

Answer .  Yes,  sir ;  and  it  was  concarred  in  by  Mr.  Bush,  who  saw  some  of  the  parties 
whippe'^.    They  were  all  on  his  plantation  and  they  scattered  in  every  direction. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  How  many  do  yon  say  were  whipped  at  the  same  timet 

Answer,  There  were  seven  whipped^  three  shot,  and  one  killed,  named  Williams. 

Question,  Did  Williams  identify  any  of  the  men  who  did  it  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  know  any  of  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Does  this  embrace  the  number  of  persons  whose  affidavits  you  are  in  pos- 
session of,  and  which  oases  you  have  examined  so  as  to  be  satisfied  that  these  state- 
ments are  correct? 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  State  whether  your  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  number  of  persons 
in  various  counties  who  have  been  subjected  to  these  outrages,  and  if  you  have  made 
a  summary  of  how  many  they  are,  including  those  you  have  mentioned  in  your 
testimony.       » 

Answer,  It  would  be  very  difficult  for  me  to  tell,  as  I  have  traveled  over  nearly  every 
county  north  of  Montgomery,  in  my  saddle ;  with  the  cares  of  my  church  resting  on  my 
mind,  it  would  have  been  very  difficult  for  me  to  have  recorded  all  the  numerous  in- 
stances that  came  to  my  knowledge.  I  was  careful  to  keep  a  record  in  my  diary  of  what 
I  regarded  as  authentic,  and  to  put  down  none  that  I  regarded  as  doubtful. 

Question,  Taking  the  various  counties,  give  us  a  summary  of  what  you  have  so  re- 
corded ;  you  need  not  give  the  names. 

Answer,  I  have  taken  down  Madison,  Jackson,  Limestone,  Morgan,  Blount,  aud 
Marshall  Counties. 

Qu^tion,  Give  a  summary  of  the  result  of  your  examination,  beginning  first  with 
Madison  County. 

Answer,  At  the  time  I  was  getting  out  of  the  way  I  got  into  the  creek  and  got  my 
book  wet,  so  that  the  entries  are  somewhat  blurred ;  in  Madison  County  there  n^ro 
sixty-one  cases. 

Question,  Between  what  dates? 

Answer,  From  1868  to  1871. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  Do  you  mean  including  1871  up  to  this  time? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool:  ' 

Question.  Ha^ve  there  been  any  in  1871  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  going  on  now,  or  were  when  I  left  home.  They  were 
raiding  constantly.    In  Jack^n  County  were  forty  cases. 

By  the  Chaibmak  : 

Question,  Between  the  same  dates  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  seven  killed  in  Madison  amone  the  sixty-one  cases.    In 
Limestone  County  were  thirty-six  cases,  of  whom  six  were  killed. 
Question,  The  six  are  included  in  the  thirty-six  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.        * 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  How  about  Jackson  f 

Answer.  There  were  thirty-one  punished  and  six  killed  there.  In  Blount  County 
seventy-one  were  punished;  six  killed;  in  Marsliall  County  there  were  seventy-«ix 
punished  and  seven  killed;  in  Morgan  County  fiilty-seven  were  punished  and  eight 
killed.  J 

By  Mr.  Blajh  : 

Question.  Have  you  the  names  in  that  memorandum-borok 

Answer,  Not  all  in  all  the  counties;  some  have  been  blurred  or  obliterated  so  that  I 
have  been  compelled  to  transfer  them. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  How  came  you  to  state  awhile  ago  that  there  were  forty  cases  in  Jackson 
County  t 
Answer,  I  made  a  mistake. 
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By  Mr.  Cobubn  : 

Question,  Were  these  more  violent  cases  of  outrage  perpetrated  by  what  are  called 
Eu-Klux  or  disgnised  men  ? 

Aitswer,  In  every  instance  I  have  recorded  ihei^  it  has  been  by  disguised  men ;  I  have 
recorded  no  other  instances. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump 

QHesiion.  Is  this  your  original  memorandum-book  or  a  transcript  t 

Answer.  I  have  had  some  of  my  manuscripts  burned,  when  my  house  was  burned,  and 
1  had  to  take  some  of  these  from  scraps  as  I  gathered  them  or  had  them  in  my  possession. 

QuestUm,  Then  this  is  but  a  transcript  from  the  original  memorandum  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  some  additions  made  here. 

Question,  How  does  it  happen  that  this  all  appears  to  be  written  at  one  time  t 

Answer,  I  stated  that  I  drew  it  from  rough  memoranda  and  manuscript. 

QvesHan.  Then  there  is  no  part  of  this  b'>ok  which  is  original  memoranda? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  but  I  assert  that  it  is  a  true  copy  of  what  I  gathered  as  I  traveled 
through  the  country. 

QuesUon,  Did  you  take  down  the  first  case  of  all  that  you  heard  of  when  you  went 
to  Alabama? 

Answer,  I  did  not  take  them  down  for  some  little  time. 

Question,  After  how  long  a  time :  how  many  coses  had  occurred  and  oome  to  your 
knowledge  before  yon  began  to  make  a  record  of  them  f 

Answer,  On  my  return  from  my  refogeeing  in  the  mountains ;  I  then  began  to  keep 
a  memorandum  in  regard  to  certain  localities. 

Question.  In  what  year  did  this  refngeeing  condition  of  things  occur  f 

Answer.  It  was  a  few  days  after  the  presidential  election. 

Question,  When  did  you  go  to  Alabama? 

Answer,  In  the  autumn  after  the  surrender ;  but  there  was  no  Ku-Klux  then. 

Question,  There  was  no  disturbance  of  any  kind  ? 

Answer,  Not  at  all. 

Question,  Ton  went  there  as  a  gospel  minister  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  from  1865  to  when  was  there  entire  harmony  and  peace  ? 

Answer.  Up  to  near  the  presidential  election,  or  during  tne  sprmg  and  the  summer 
preceding. 

Question.  Aud  it  was  at  that  period  that  you  were  a  refagee  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  after  the  presidential  election  I  was  two  months  in  the  mountains, 
and  after  that  I  commenced  making  a  record,  and  then  I  recorded  the  facts. 

Question,  How  long  prior  to  that  presidential  election  did  these  things  begin  to 
occur! 

AnstDiBT,  They  commenced  about  March  and  April. 

Question,  Seven  or  eight  months  prior  to  the  presidential  election,  then  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  you  did  not  commence  to  make  memoranda  or  to  keep  any  record  of 
these  things  until  two  or  three  months  after  the  election? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Nearly  a  year  passed,  then,  before  yon  began  to  think  it  was  your  duty  to 
keep  a  record  of  the  state  of  things  in  Alabama? 

Ansioer.  Not  that  length  of  time. 

Question.  Well,  some  nine  months  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  these  things  occur-  frequently  prior  to  the  presidential  election  ? 

Answer,  Qnite  frequently. 

Qu^tion,  Why  did  it  not  strike  you  that  you  ought  to  keep  a  memorandum  of  tl^ose 
things? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  of  any  particular  reason  ;  men  do  some  things  without  any 

Particular  reason  for  them ;  but  it  began  to  occur  to  me  that  they  were  so  frequent  that 
would  look  after  them  and  keep  a  memorandum  of  them. 

Question,  That  is,  two  or  three  moaths  after  the  presidential  election,  and  after  all  the 
excitement  which  that  election  would  naturaUy  produce  everywhere  in  the  country 
had  begun  to  pass  away,  you  then  began  to  think  it  was  time  to  make  a  memorandum 
of  these  things  ? 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  will  say  this:  that  I  regard  that  as  a  very  moderate  estimate  for 
the  State. 
Question.  It  does  not  come  up  to  the  facts,  then  ? 

Answer,  I  think  it  a  very  moderate  estimate  for  these  reasons :  I  heard  of  whippings 
and  hangings  in  different  places,  many  that  I  have  not  recorded  there. 
Question.  In  these  special  counties  ? 
Answer.  O,  yes,  air. 
*  Question.  Mu^ers  which  you  have  not  recorded  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  one  man  hang  by  the  name  of  Smith. 

Question.  How  many  more  muraers  t 

Anstcer.  There  was  a  Mr.  Francis,  a  school-teacher,  and  a  blacksmith,  and  several 
others. 

QuestUm,  Why  did  yon  not  pnt  them  down  in  this  record  t 

Answer.  1  could  not  testify  to  them,  and  by  some  means  or  other  they  escaped  me, 
and  I  would  not  make  any  fresh  entry. 

Question.  You  cannot  testify  positively  to  the  facts  in  most  of  the  cases  on  the  list 
heref 

'  Answer.  No,  sir,  I  cannot  positively;  bnt  they  are  well-attested  cases  that  occurre<i 
in  neighborhoods  through  whjch  I  have  traveled,  and  of  which  I  have  no  earthly  doubt;. 
Then  there  is  this  fact :  there  is  such  terror  on  tne  people  that  many  are  whipped  and 
dare  not  name  it ;  they  are  threatened  to  be  murdered,,to  be  burned  up,  to  be  outraged, 
if  they  mention  it. 

Question,  That  is  the  reason  why  you  think  this  list  i^  a  moderate  one  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  often  have  you  held  church  services  in  Alabama,  religious  services  t 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you.  ' 

Question.  Is  the  number  almost  beyond  your  recollection,  Innumerable  f 

Answer.  Where  I  have  held  churches  f 

Question,  Yes,  religious  services,  publicly  t 

Anstcer.  I  have  been  a  very  industrious  laborer. 

Question.  Has  it  been  as  often  as  once  a  week  T 

Answer.  1  should  think  so. 

Question,  During  these  five  years  and  eight  months  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  any  of  your  services,  your  public  meetings,  ever  broken  up  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  in  several  instances  I  have  been  notified  that  it  would  not  be  safe, 
and  I  have  not  gone  to  my  appointments. 

Question.  1  know  you  have  testified  so ;  now,  if  these  men  were  so  persistent  and  delib- 
erate in  seeking  your  life,  haviBki^hey  not  had  a  number  of  opportunities  to  accomplish 
that  result  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  the  times  they  have  come  to  your  meetings  there  has  always  been  some 
interposition  of  Providence,  or  something  else,  at  least  a  remarkable  array  of  circum- 
stances by  which  you  have  escaped  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  are  holding  meetings  there  yet,  are  you  not  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  since  you  ceased. 

Answer.  On  my  return  from  the  March  and  April  tour  I  determined  never  to  make 
another  tour  on  the  circuit ;  my  presence  in  the  neighborhood  was  a  matter  of  tenor 
and  alarm. 

Question.  Then,  if  I  understand  you,  there  is  more  terror  and  a  more  desj>er&te  state 
of  things  in  Alabama  at  this  moment  than  there  has  been  at  any  previous  time  during 
the  five  years  and  eight  months  you  have  been  in  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  say  that.  At  the  time  I  ceased  my  labors,  when  I  made  my  last 
tour  around  my  district,  I  was  in  more  peril  than  in  any  other  I  have  ever  made  there. 

Question.  That  was  how  long  ago  t 

Answer.  I  closed  out  in  Apru.  I  wish  to  name  three  other  circumstances  that  escaped 
me.  I  have  been  very  ill.  I  have  not  been  so  ill  before  for  twenty  years  as  1  have  been 
since  I  have  been  here,  and  my  memory  does  not  serve  me  as  readily  as  It  would  under 
other  circumstances.  I  mav  get  things  a  little  out  of  place.  In  the  month  of  August, 
1869, 1  was  traveling  through  a  long  piece  of  woods  when  a  rifle-buUet  passed  by  my  ear, 
cutting  through  my  whiskers,  which  were  a  little  longer  then  than  they  are  now.  I 
saw  the  smoke  of  a  gun  from  behind  a  large  oak  tree.  I  wheeled  my  horse  and  lode 
up,  and  found  a  man  there  who  was  trembhng  and  shaking. 

Question.  Were  you  alone  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Unarmed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  came  rapidly  on  him  as  he  was  trying  to  reload  his  gun.  He 
thought  he  was  going  to  be  killed.  He  knew  that  he  deserved  it,  and  begged  piteously 
for  life.    I  made  him  ^o  down  to  the  road. 

Question,  You  had  him  completely  under  your  control  t 

Ansu>er.  Yes,  sir.  I  carried  him  with  pae  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  until  I  came  into 
an  open  lot  so  tliat  I  knew  he  could  not  hurt  me,  and  then  let  him  go.  He  gave  me 
his  name,  bnt  it  was  a  fictitious  one. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  that  ? 

Ansu^er.  I  described  the  man  to  people  who  knew  him,  and  a  week  after  that  he  left 
he  country. 
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QuesHan.  Was  he  disgoiaed  then  t 

Answer,  No^sir. 

Q»U9tion.  Had  he  any  pistol  or  bowie-knife  aboat  him  t 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  oil 

By  Mi".  Stbvbnson  : 
Question,  He  was  disguised  by  the  tree  when  he  fired  t 
Awncar.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Why  did  you  not  take  him  before  an  officer  of  justice  f 
Answer,  I  did  not  know  that  I  should  ever  live  to  get  there  with  a  prisoner,  and  I 
have  no  confidence  in  the  courts  of  justice  there.    I  would  not  prosecute  a  man ;  I 
would  not  complain  of  a  man  to  a  grand  jury,  whatever  he  might  do. 

Question,  Ton  say  you  have  several  other  cases.  Before  I  go  to  another  point  you 
can  state  them. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Before  you  leave  this  case,  what  did  that  man's  real  name  turn  out  to  be  t 
Answer.  I  do  not  remember  his  name  now. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Did  you  know  him  before  that  f 

Answer,  I  had  never  seen  him  before. 

Question,  Could  he  possibly  have  known  you  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  he  did ;  he  had  been  to  my  meetings. 

Bv  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Was  he  a  white  man  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  was  a  white  man ;  a  slim,  long-haired,  hollow-eyed,  sallow-look- 
ing fellow.    He  was  said  to  have  been  a  very  bad  man  through  the  war. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  How  far  from  there  had  you  preached  t 
Answer,  About  five  miles. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  What  reason  did  he  give  for  shooting  at  you  f 

Answer.  He  said  he  shot  at  a  squirrel,  did  not  snoot  at  me.  But  that  was  a  very  open 
piece,  and  you  could  see  a  man  for  two  hundred  yards.  I  was  in  sight  at  least  two 
hundred  yiurds. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  was  that  f 

Answer.  In  Blount  County.  In  the  month  of  November  following  I  was  riding 
through  a  piece  of  woods,  and  a  man  fired  on  me  from  a  point  of  rocks,  at  an  angle  of 
about  four  degrees :  the  ball  Just  clipped  over  my  shoulde^  zip  I  I  saw  him  get  up 
from  behind  the  nxsk  and  go  over  across  the  ridge  and  run  on. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Did  you  not  be^  to  think  that  if  there  was  any  time  when  it  was  prudent 
to  stop  your  travels  it  was  just  about  that  time,  two  years  ago  7 

Answer,  I  thought  it  was  time  to  say  my  prayers. 

Question,  Still  jrou  kept  on  two  years  longer,  or  a  year  longer  t  • 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  In  the  month  of  December,  1868,  on  a  Friday,  it  was  intensely 
rainy,  and  I  was  unable  to  traveL  I  had  twenty  miles  to  go  to  reach  my  quarterly 
meeting.  I  started  the  next  morning,  a  little  before  day.  The  moon  was  shining. 
About  a  mile  from  the  house,  at  a  causeway  in  the  pike,  a  cap  was  snapped  within  five 
paces  of  me,  and  a  man  ran  off  like  a  deer  through  the  woods  with  his  gun  in  his 
nands. 

Question,  These  are  the  three  instances  you  want^  to  state  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Now^  to  go  back  for  a  few  moments  to  where  you  started.  You  say  quite  a 
number  of  leadmg  men  told  you  that  they  would  never  submit  to  the  Government, 
because  their  slaves  had  been  made  their  rulers.  That  is  about  the  substance  of  what 
you  said,  I  believe.    When  was  that  ? 

Answer,  That  was  in  the  last  of  winter  and  in  the  spring  of  1867. 

Question,  Were  those  gentlemen  republicans  or  democrats  t 

Answer.  I  judged  from  the  general  tone  of  their  conversation  that  they  were  demo- 
crats. 

Question,  Were  you  not  acquainted  with  them  f 
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Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  had  never  seen  them  before. 

Question,  How  many  gentlemen  of  that  sort,  prominent  leading  men,  spoke  to  yon  in 
that  way  t 

Anstver,  I  should  suppose,  scattered  over  the  distance  I  traveled,  a  dozen. 

Queaiion,  Was  it  on  any  particular  trip  that  yon  were  making  in  yoilr  reLigious 
vocations,  or  was  it  on  several  trips  f 

Answer,  It  was  on  a  trip  for  oye  single  purpose,  to  distribute  the  moneys  belonging 
t9  iixe  di£ferent  presiding  elders  and  the  preachers  under  them. 

Question,  Then  it  was  on  that  trip,  for  that  purpose,  that  these  men  told  you  thesa 
things  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quesium,  In  what  county  or  counties  did  it  occur  f 

Answer,  I  should  suppose,  as  I  was  traveling  through  the  country,  (I  made  no  par- 
ticular record  of  it,)  that  it  was  in  Calhoun,  Tallapoosa^  Talladega,  and  various  other 
counties.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  name  them  all,  for  I  was  traveling  zigzag  over 
the  country. 

Question,  These  men  were  strangers  to  you  as  you  were  passing  through  there  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  total  strangers. 

Question,  How  did  you  happeu  to  stop  and  get  into  conversation  with  them  t 

Answer,  I  was  traveling  and  put  up  with  them  over  night ;  introduced  myself  as  a 
Methodist  preacher,  and  during  the  conversations  we  ha^  these  matters  were  spoken  of 
very  freely,  as  they  were  uppermost  in  their  minds. 

Question,  Do  yon  say  that  you  do  not  know  the  name  of  a  single  man  of  all  those 
who  made  that  declaration  to  you  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  now  know  the  name  of  one  of  them ;  I  made  no  record  of 
their  names.' 

Question,  Did  it  not  strike  yon  with  surprise  that  they  should  make  such  declarations  t 

Answer,  Somewhat  so. 

Question,  Why  did  you  not  keep  a  record  of  that  state  of  facts  as  you  did  of  theeo 
others  t    You  had  your  book  with  youT 

Answer,  I  had  a  diary. 

Question,  You  did  not  mskke  that  record  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  did  not  know  their  names  f 

Answer,  I  knew  their  names  at  the  time,  but  in  the  crowd  of  matters  that  have  come 
np  in  the  years  since  then  their  names  have  been  crowded  out  of  my  memory. 

Question,  You  knew  their  names  at  the  time  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  .How  many  instances  of  that  sort  occurred  t  ' 

Answer,  I  should  suppose  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  dozen. 

Question,  And  not  a  single  name  can  you  recall  now  t 

Answer,  There  is  this  to  be  said:  I  should  hesitate  some  time  before  I  would  give  a 
name  under  the  circumstances,  though  I  state  positively  that  I  do  not  remember  a 
name.  But  if  I  did  I  should  hesitate  a  little,  because  I  might  embarrass  the  position 
of  those  men  if  this  evidence  should  come  out. 

Question,  You  would  fear  for  those  men  f 

Anstcer,  I  would  fear  for  those  men. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  You  do  not  expect  to  go  back  there  t 

Answer,  I  have  virtuallv  resigned  my  relation  to  that  district,  and  so  notified  my 
bishop,  and  he  has  virtually  released  me,  though  I  still  hold  the  relation  to  my  confer- 
ence and  district. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question,  I  understood  you  to  say  that,  notwithstanding  those  gentlemen  were  stran- 
gers to  you  and  you  to  them,  they  said  there  was  ai^  organization  that  would  regulate 
this  whole  matter? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  that  yon  asked  how  it  was  to  be  done,  and  theV  said  that  a  man  would 
drop  dead  here  and  another  there,  and  so  numerous  would  be  the  cases  of  that  sort 
that  it  would  overwhelm  and  overawe  the  Judiciary  of  the  country.  That  was  about 
the  substance  of  what  you  said  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  that  is  about  the  substance. 

Question,  And  when  you  got  back  to  Hnntsville  from  that  same  trip,  you  first  heard 
of  the  Ku-Klnx  organization  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  heard  with  amazement  of  an  organization  that  corresponded  ex- 
Actly  with  what  those  men  said  was  to  be  f 

Auswer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  long  were  you  on  that  trip  f 

Anstcer,  I  traveled  six  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  my  saddle,  over  bad  roads. 
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Ques^an,  Ton  were  not  on  a  preaching  tour,  bat  stopped  to  distribute  documents  t 
Anmter.  To  'distribute  funds. 

Quation,  Did  you  get  back  in  the  course  of  five  or  six  weeks  T 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  the  time.    I  was  busy  during  the  whole  time.    I  do -not  re- 
member the  exact  time,    I  was  very  active. 
Question.  Have  you  any  idea  of  about  what  time  it  was  t 
Answer.  No,  sk. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Can  you  give  us  the  date  when  you  started  on  that  trip  f 
Anmcer.  It  was  about  the  middle  of  February,  1867. 
Question,  You  are  distinct  in  your  recollection  about  that  f 
Answer.  I  am  pretty  distinct  about  that. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Qfusiion.  How  was  your  house  burned  f 
Answer.  It  was  burned  with  fire,  and  very  rapidly,  too. 
QuesUofn.  Who  burned  it  f    State  tbe  circumstances. 

Answer.  I  was  not  at  home  at  the  time.  It  was  reported  to  have  taken  fire  by  acci- 
dent, and  yet  it  was  very  mysterious. 

By  Mr.^  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  In  the  city  of  Huntsville  ? 

ifMtcer.  Tea,  sir ;  no  assistance  was  rendered,  and  my  family  reported  to  me.  and  so  did 
the  teachers.  I  obtained  assistance  from  the  church,  and  some  aid  from  tne  bureau, 
and  built  a  very  fine  seminary  of  learning,  which  cost  about  $10,000,  for  the  education 
of  teachers ;  a  normal  school  in  Huntsville.  My  house  had  been  the  house  of  the 
teachers,  and  they  informed  me,  when  I  got  home,  that  the  people  would  laugh  and 
jeer,  and  not  lift  a  finger  to  help,  and  said  that  all  they  regretted  was  that  the  whole 
damn  nest  of  nigger  preachers  and  teachers  was  not  burned  up  with  the  house. 

Question.  This  is  the  Information  you  got  after  you  got  back  t 

Angwer,  Tes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Who  said  that  f 

Answer.  The  crowd  that  came  around 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

QuesHofi,  What  time  of  da^f 

Answer.  Early  in  the  morning. 

Question.  After  the  people  hi^  all  arisen  from  their  siumbers  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bijiir  : 

Question.  Your  family  were  at  home? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

(Question.  Was  it  the  seminary  that  was  burned  t 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  a  private  house. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trubip  : 

Question.  Was  there  any  fire-engine  in  HuntsviUe  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  they  did  not  get  there  in  time. 

Question.  They  did  come  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  the  building  was  too  far  gone. 

Question.  You  thought  they  were  rather  slow  coming  f  That  is  your  general  impres- 
sion? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  impression.  I  will  state  one  fact  more.  There  have  been 
six  churches  burned  in  my  district  by  incendiaries,  and  four  of  them—three  colored  and 
one  white — within  the  space  of  four  weeks  preceding  the  congressional  election  last 
summer.  Here  is  a  description  of  the  shooting  into  my  house,  of  which  I  spoke.  [See 
^G,"  attached  to  this  testimony,  page  153.]  And  here  is  a  notice  of  the  action  of 
Governor  Lindsay.    I  merely  name  it. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Does  that  relate  to  the  shooting  into  your  house  f 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Tbe  paragraph  is  as  follows : 

"  From  tho  Himtsvflle  Advocate,  May  S7, 1871. 
"The  governor  at  last  has  offered  $200  reward  each  for  Howell  Jones  and  Geo.  Blan- 
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cett,  charged,  as  disguised  men,  with  whipping  Wm.  Harper  in  Jackson  Connty  about 
one  month  ago.  Al^  $200  each  for  James  ana  Preston  Lewellen,  H.  C.  La^yles8,  Geo. 
Wann,  and  Bum  Barher,  charged  (as  disguised  men)  with  killing  Sam'l  Gates  on  25th 
January."] 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  How  does  that  relate  to  the  testimony  you  have  given  f 
An8tcet\  I  only  showed  it  to  you,  as  I  thought  we  were  about  closing  out  toy  test-i- 
mony,  to  show  bow  matters  are  going  on  in  Alabama. 

Queaiion,  If  you  want  to  have  it  in  your  testimony 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Ton  know  nothing  about  it  f 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  You  do  not  admire  Governor  Lindsay  very  much. 

Ansu^er,  He  is  a  very  gentlemanly,  fair-minded  man.  I  showed  that  to  show  that 
Gk)vernor  Lindsay  is  making  some  efforts  to  stop  these  things. 

Question,  I  understood  you  to  offer  it  in  a  very  different  light. 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  said  you  handed  it  to  me  to  show  how  things  were  done.  I  supposed 
it  was  a  sort  of  criticism  on  Governor  Lindsay's  acts. 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  intended  it  the  other  way  entirely. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson: 

Question,  What  is  this  paper,  the  Huntsville  Advocate? 

Answer.  It  is  a  republican  paper,  and  a  very  prudent,  cautious  sheet.  I  introduced 
this  to  show  that  Governor  Lindsay  was  taking  some  pains  and  making  some  efforts  to 
ferret  out  and  arrest  this  state  of  lUffairs. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question,  1  merely  misapprehended  your  object. 
Answer,  That  was  my  object. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  What  knowledge  have  you  from  genend  information  as  to  whether  any 
school-houses  have  been  destroyed  or  attacked  in  Alabama  during  the  time  covered  by 
your  testimony  f 

Answer,  I  have  passed  the  ruins  of  probably  a  half  dozen  colored  sohool-honsee  that 
have  been  burned. 

Question.  In  your  district? 

Answer.  In  my  district ;  yes^  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  others  being  burned ;  I  mean  have  yon  been  credibly 
hiformed  so  by  persons  in  the  neighborhood  f 

Answer.  I  think  that  has  occuired  in  almost  every  portion  of  North  Alabama ;  I  am 
not  so  well  acquainted  in  South  Alabama,  but  I  think  it  has  occurred  pretty  generally 
throughout  North  Alabama. 

Question.  How  was  it  understood  that  these  school-houses  had  been  burned  f 

Answer.  By  incendiaries ;  by  persons  opposed  to  the  education  of  the  colored  jieople. 

Question,  Did  it  appear  whether  any  of  the  persons  who  burned  them  were  in  ois- 
guise  f 

AnsiDer,  It  was  not  known ;  they  were  burned  in  the  night  clandestinely. 

Question.  Was  that  the  case  with  the  churches  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  any  marked  hostility  exhibited  toward  school-teachers  f 

Answer.  Very  ereat  hostility. 

Question.  In  an  the  cases  you  have  mentioned,  I  believe  you  have  specified  one  or  two 
instances  of  outrages  committed  upon  school-teachers ;  were  any  of  the  others  school- 
teachers, so  far  as  you  know  f 

Answer,  None  of  those  I  have  named.  A  white  man  in  Morgan  County  was  beaten 
and  driven  off. 

Question.  When  was  that  f 

Anstpcr.  That  was  in  the  fall  of  1868.  I  think  there  has  been  a  very  deep-settled 
opposition  and  hostility  to  the  education  of  the  colored  people :  but  I  think  we  are 
improving  in  that  respect ;  I  think  that  opposition  is  greatly  weaKened,  and  that  there 
ie»  a  better  feeling  on  that  subject. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  of  other  portions  of  the  State  in  regard  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  churches  t  I  believe  you  have  spoken  upon  that  point  exclusively  in  regiHd  to 
your  own  district. 
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Aiuwer,  I  have  heard  of  a  ereat  many  others;  I  have  no  evidence  of  it  except  from 
newspapers  and  from  general  report. 

Question,  From  yonr  commnnications  with  the  chnrch  f 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  were  those  churches  generally  bnilt  f 

Answer,  Some  of  them  were  built  preceding  the  division,  and  belonged  to  the  old 
Methodist  Episcopal  Chnrch,  and  by  tne  division  fell  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chnrch 
South. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  How  did  you  get  possession  of  them  f 

Anmcer,  In  many  instances  the  whole  congregation  came  over  to  us,  and  as  they  were 
not  occupied  by  anybody  else,  we  occupied  them. 

QuestUm,  Was  there  any  conflict  between  different  congregations  in  regard  to  getting 
possession  of  churches  f 

Answer,  Not  one  of  those  which  has  been  burned  in  my  district  The  white  church 
I  referred  to,  as  one  of  the  four  burned  last  summer,  was  built  by  the  citizens  within 
the  last  three  years. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

QnestUyn,  By  the  congregation  after  it  was  organized  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  and  so  with  regard  to  all  the  colored  school-houses.  Ton  will  have 
to  make  a  little  allowance;  onr  churches  there  are  sometimes  very  crude  affairs. 
They  are  built  up  of  rude,  erode  logs ;  and  what  they  wonld  call  boards  we  would  call 
staves. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Qu/estion,  Clap-boards,  we  call  them  in  Ohio  f 

Anawer,  Yes,  sir :  and  fit>m  $40  and  $50  to  $75  would  build  one  of  them.  And  the 
eolored  people  woold  put  up  very  crude  lo^-pens  for  school-houses,  that  would  be 
worth  $25  or  $30 ;  but  tney  would  answer  their  purpose. 

Question,  The  colored  people  put  them  up  themselves  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  All  the  houses  down  there,  as  a  general  rule,  are  not  very  substantial  ? 

Answer.  They  are  very  crude. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Does  it  not  happen  occasionally  in  that  wild  country  that  these  ohnrohes 
are  used  at  night  by  travelers  passing  through  f 

Answer,  Not  there ;  they  are  not  on  the  roads  traveled.  What  you  have  said  is  the 
case  to  a  very  great  extent,  but  not  in  regard  to  the  colored  churches ;  I  have  never 
known  travelers  to  put  up  in  them.  In  the  South  they  have  no  pnblic  houses  in  the 
country,  and  those  engaged  in  teaming^  generally  go  prepared  to  oamp  out,  carrying 
their  own  provisions,  which  they  prefer,  and  stop  nownere  at  private  houses,  unless  it 
IB  a  stormy  night,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Quehtion.  In  such  cases,  I  suppose,  they  frequently  avail  themselves  of  the  shelter  of 
tbe  chnrches  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  if  in  the  neighborhood  of  them. 

Question,  And  in  that  way  theur  destruction  occasionally  occurs  f 

Answer,  That  was  not  the  case  in  either  of  these  instances,  because  they  were  not  on 
roads  where  they  traveled. 

Question.  There  must  be  travelers  all  through  the  country  f 

Answer,  There  were  no  travelers  there  when  they  were  burned. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  tiieir  destruction,  in  any  case,  attributed  to  that  cause 
by  anybody  f 
.    Answer.  Never. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Were  any  churches  burned  of  any  other  denomination  f 

Answer,  "So,  sir.  , 

« 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  While  on  the  subject  of  burning,  let  me  inquire  of  you  with  regard  to  the 
burning  of  your  own  house.    You  said  the  £fe  in  your  house  occurred  in  the  morning  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
Question,  About  what  time  f 

Answer.  I  am  not  positive  whether  it  was  at  12  o'clock  or  soon  after  breakfast ;  it 
as  either  soon  after  dinner  or  soon  after  breakfast. 
Question.  After  people  were  all  up  and  at  their  business  f 


142        CONDITION   OP   AFFAIRS  IN  THE  SOUTHERN  STATES. 

Afmcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quention.  What  members  of  yonr  family  were  there  f 

Anower.  I  think  but  two  members,  my  wife  and  only  daughter,  and  the  teaches; 
probably  four  teachers  were  stopping  at  the  house. 

Question.  Where  did  the  fire  occur  j  in  what  part  of  the  building  f  Some  of  the 
members  of  the  family  must  have  noticed. 

Ansicei'.  It  was  first  seen  breaking  out  of  a  window ;  the  fire  had  extended  so  £ar 
they  could  not  tell  exactly  where  it  began. 

Question,  It  was  a  very  rapid  conflagration  from  the  first  moment  it  was  discoYored  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qtieslion,  Was  it  a  wood  or  a  brick  house  f 

Answer,  All  of  our  buildings  there  are  principally  of  this  fat  pine ;  there  was  a  wind 
blowing,  and  it  went  like  tinder. 

Question,  Will  you  state  here  as  a  witness  that  you  have  any  idea  that  house  was 
fired  by  an  incendiary  ?  | 

Answer.  1  have  no  settled  opinion  myself  upon  that  subject.  There  were  snspicionsy 
.    but  I  give  the  best  construction ;  I  dq,not  believe  it  was. 

Question.  Huntsville  is  quite  a  large  town  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  live  in  a  thickly-populatea  part  of  the  town  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  near  the  square,  where  there  were  but  few  buildings:  there 
were  vacant  lots  around  me. 

^estion.  Nobody  could  have  got  up  into  the  upper  story  of  that  building  and  set  fire 
to  it  that  morning  without  some  member  of  the  lamily  -knowing  it  f 

Answer.  They  might  have  come  in  from  the  rear,  but  I  do  not  regard  it  probable, 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  g^ive  it  as  your  opinion  that  it  was  not  burned  by  an  incendiary  f 
Answer.  I  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  it  was  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  1  notice  in  this  account  in  the  paper  [^*  G,''  attached  to  this  testimony, 
page  153,]  of  the  shot  fired  into  your  house,  that  ^*  one  of  the  upper  panes  of  the  upper 
saSi  of  the  bow  window  was  broken  "  by  the  shot ;  was  that  so  T 

Answer.  The  window  was  on  a  line  with  the  street,  and  the  firing  was  in  a  direct 
line  with  the  fireplace  in  the  room.  The  shot  struck  over  the  center  of  the  window, 
covering  the  whole  window  down  to  the  center. 

Question,  None  of  the  shot  were  lower  down  f 

Answer,  I  think  there  was  one  about  six  inches  below  the  center,  and  then  from  that 
ranging  up  to  the  top  of  the  window. 

Question.  That  would  all  be  above  the  head  of  a  person  standing,  would  it  not  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  would  have  struck  me  standing. 

Question,  If  you  had  been  directly  at  the  wifidow  f 

Anstoer,  If  I  had  been  directly  at  the  window,  and  standing,  it  might  have  struck  me. 

Question.  They  ranged  up,  did  they  f 

Ans%Der.  Yes,  sir ;  they  rather  ranged  ud  and  struck  in  the  wall  rather  high ;  I  think 
but  one  struck  the  ceiling  above  the  wall. 

Question,  The  shot  ranging  upward  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  house  was  a  little  up  above  the  level  of  the  street. 

Question.  The  statement  in  the  paper  goes  on  to  say  that  this  shot  evidently  was  not 
iutended  to  kill,  because  of  its  being  fired  at  such  an  elevation. 

Anstcer.  You  will  have  ta  take  that  description  with  some  grains  of  allowance. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 
Question.  Whyt 

By  Mr  Blair  : 

^-Question.  What  I  want  to  fet  at  are  the  actual  facts  of  the  case,  because  those  facts 
fell  under  your  own  observation,  as  you  were  there  in  the  room,  ana  saw  wtmre  the  shot 
struck,  and  the  course  and  direction  they  took.  It  was  impossible  to  have  struck  a  per- 
son with  that  shot,  unless  he  was  standing  directly  at  the  window,  because  they  strack 
high  on  the  window  and  ranged  upward! 

Ansv>er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  in  arguing  frt>m  that  fact,  this  newspaper  says  that  it  was  either  fired 
by  a  very  bad  marksman 

Answer.  Yes ;  or  that  he  did  not  intend  to  kill.  There  is  another  paper,  I  think,  that 
has  an  account  of  it. 


Question.  That  is  a  fact  to  which  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention.    You  say  there 

a  light  in  the  window,  and  from  the  description  which  you  gav^  of  it,  it  is  evident 
that  a  person  could  be  seen  through  the  window  although  the  blinds  were  closed.  Did 
you  not  say  that?  • 
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Answer,  No,  sir ;  you  coald  not  see  a  person ;  you  conld  see  the  light. 

Question.  What  I  wanted  to  get  at  was  whether  it  was  a  natural  inference^  to  be 
drawn  from  all  the,8nrrounding  circumstances,  that  the  shot  was  calculated  rather  to 
alarm  you  than  to  hyure  you. 

Answer,  The  fad;  that  persons  were  in  the  rear  with  guns  at  "  present  arms,"  the 
aim  of  the  gun  fired,  and  the  report  they  circulated  subsequently  that  I  was  killed,  all 
forced  the  conclusion  upon  my  mind  that  the  intention  was  to  kill  me.  It  is  a  well- 
known  fact  with  all  marksmen — ^perhaps  you  are  not  so  well  acquainted  with  hunting 
as  some  are — that  in  shooting  in  the  night,  all  men,  unless  they  are  experts,  always 
shoot  over.  In  shooting  at  a  deer  in  the  night,  or  at  a  turkey,  or  at  anything  of  that 
sort,  a  marksman  is  pretty  sure  to  shoot  over  unless  he  is  an  expert,  and  allows  for  the 
darkness  of  the  night.    I  account  for  the  shooting  over  in  that  way. 

QuestUm,  Ton  think  it  was  intended  to  take  your  life? 

Aneiwer.  I  believe  it  was  intended  to  take  my  life ;  and  from  the  subsequent  fact  that 
I  was  notified  to  leave  the  place.  ! 

QneaHan.  Now,  do  you  thmk  it  is  a  rational  thing  in  a  man  who  really  had  any  designi 
to  take  your  life,  to  shoot  simply  where  he  saw  a  light,  and  where  he  could  not  see! 
your  x>er8on  f 

Answer,  1  had  been  seated  there  until  7  o'clock — until  after  night-fall. 

Question,  The  shot  could  not  have  hit  you  where  you  had  been  seated  ? 

Anstcer,  The  marksman  shot  over. 

Question,  You  assume  that  a  man  who.  really  designed  to  take  your  life  would  shoot 
where  he  had  seen  yon  some  honr^reviously,  simply  because  he  saw  a  light  there  ? 

Answer,  Not  some  hours. 

Question,  How  Ions  before  f 

Answer,  Not  exceeding  sixty  minutes. 

Question,  That  is  an  hour  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questi<m,  Do  you  think  that  a  person,  who  had  any  serious  design  to  take  a  man's 
life,  would  act  in  that  way  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  wish  to  ar^e  the  subject;  but,  as  yon  argue  the  question,  I  will  say 
that  the  fact  that  I  had  been  seated  there  until  after  dark,  that  my  light  remained 
there  the  same  after  the  curtains  were  drawn,  they  could  not  see  me,  but  they  could 
see  the  light ;  the  firing  of  the  gun  after  those  fruitless  attempts,  and  snapping  three 
€^ps,  the  position  of  the  men  in  the  yard  with  guns  at  **  present  arms,"  the  only  points  of 
egress  from  the  honse  being  guarded,  the  announcement  made  that  I  had  <*  gone  up,"  all 
that  to  me  was  evidence  that  they  were  making  an  attempt  (fa  my  life. 

Question.  I  simply  want  to  get  your  opinion  of  the  matter  under  the  circumstances  t 

Answer.  One  remark ;  that  statement  m  the  paper  is  not  a  faithful  statement  of  the 
facts.  Mr.  Clay,  the  editor  of  that  paper,  is  a  very  heated,  strong  partisan ;  remarkably 
so.  You  see  he  makes  a  remark  there  not  favorable  to  me.  He  has  been  a  most  mortal 
and  bitter  enemy  of  me  and  mv  friends,  and  several  very  scurrilous  and  low-down 
articles  in  regard  to  me  and  my  lamily  have  appeared  in  his  paper. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Yon  stiU  say  he  does  state  the  facts  f 

Answer,  He  states  facts,  but  he  throws  in  the  remark  that  the  man  who  fired  the 
shot  was  a  bad  marksman,  or  had  no  design  to  kill  me. 

By  Mr.  Stevensok  :      . 

Question.  How  wide  was  the  street  there  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  the  space  between  the  house  and  the  street  is  three  feet,  and  from 
the  appearance  and  position  of  the  man  who  fired  the  shot,  he  was  about  the  middle 
of  the  street^.  The  soiled  wadding  of  the  gun  was  found  at  a  point  that  indicated  that 
he  was  in  the  middle  of  the  street. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Did  you  hear  the  caps  snapped? 
Answer,  Distinctly. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Suppose  you  had  been  seated  at  the  window,  where  you  had  before  been 
sitting,  judging  from  the  position  where  the  man  was,  and  where  the  shot  struck,  how 
high  above  your  head  would  the  shot  have  passed  f 

Answer,  About  three  feet  f 

Question.  He  would  have  Wssed  you,  then,  by  about  three  feet  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Is  it  very  rational  to  suppose  that  a  man  would  continue  to  sit  at  the  win- 
dow when  he  heard  three  caps  exploded  in  the  street,  in  that  way  f 
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Answer,  I  was  not  sitting  at  the  window. 

Qttestion,  Well,  arguing  from  the  real  occurrences  as  you  sujtpose  them  io  be; 
here  is  a  man  deliberating  murder ;  he  snaps  three  caps  at  a  dosed  window.  Is  it  na- 
tural to  suppose  that  the  man  would  believe  that  his  victim  would,  remain  seated  or 
standing  at  a  window  at  which  he  was  attempting  to  fire  Ms  gun  f 

Anmoer,  I  do  not  know  how  that  is.    The  first  cap  startled  me. 

QucsUon,  What  did  you  dot 

Answer,  I  hesitated ;  I  was  conversingi  an^  I  did  not  wish  to  show  any  alarm  to  my 
family.  The  second  cap  snapped,  a  very  short  space  of  time  afterwards,  as  soon  as  a 
man  could  re-cap  a  gun.  I  remarked,  *'  That  is  the  crack  of  a  whip ;  ^  boys  very  fre- 
quently crack  whips  on  a  street  they  are  traveling  upon.  Not  hearing  any  footulls  or 
any  wagons  passing,  my  mind  was  agitated.  The  third  explosion  was  a  faint  one ;  the 
cap  seemed  to  be  a  little  defective.  "  O!''  said  I,  '4t  is  nothiug  but  the  crack  of  a 
whip."  The  family  was  all  anxious,  looking  at  me ;  there  were  several  peisonB  pre- 
sent; and  then  the  gun  exploded. 

By  the  Chaibmam  : 

QueBiion,  Upon  the  supposition  that  the  shot  discharged  at  your  house  would  not 
have  effect,  was  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  you  would  go  either  to  the  front 
door  or  to  the  back  door  of  the  house? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  it  would  be  very  reasonable  to  suppose  so. 

QuesHon,  You  say  there  were  two  persons  at  the  back  door,  with  guns.  Had  the  per- 
son in  firont  any  confederate  wijh  .him,  did  you  learn  f 

Answer,  Nothing  more  than  vague  report ;  it  was  reported  that  there  was  quite  a 
little  crowd  of  them,  and  they  ran  off  up  the  street.  But  I  have  no  knowledge  of  those 
facts,  for  I  did  not  go  to  the  front  or  to  the  rear. 

Question.  Had  you  appeared  at  the  front  door,  you  would  have  been  in  range  of  a  gnn 
in  the  street  f 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Qu/esUan,  Did  it  never  occur  to  you  that  the  purpose  of  popping  those  caps  was  to 
draw  you  out  of  the  house  f 
Answer,  They  reported,  with  an  oath,  "  that  the  damned  old  fUsee  would'nt  go  oft.  ^ 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Qu£siion,  Would  a  man*know  befbrehand  whether  the  thing  wonld  go  off  or  not  f 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Questi<m,  Did  it  never  occur  to  you  that  the  popping  of  those  caps  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  you  to  go  to  the  door,  or  to  the  wmdow,  to  draw  aside  the  curtains  and 
disclose  yours^f 

Answer,  I  think  they  intended  to  fire  the  first  time,  but  they  missed  every  time  until 
the  fourth  cap. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson: 

Qiiestum,  Is  it  not  true  in  re^^ard  to  shootinff ,  that  if  a  man  makes  two  or  three  fiul- 
nres,  it  affects  his  nerves,  and  is  apt  to  make  him  shoot  wild  f 

Answer,  Always. 

Question,  How  did  the  ground  lie  outside  t 

Answei\  Perfectly  level  from  the  house  to  the  street,  and  the  street  was  on  a  level 
with  the  sidewalk. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  You  could  tell  pretty  accurately  where  the  man  stood  by  tracing  the  line 
and  ranse  of  the  shot ;  that  is,  an  ordinary  sized  person  f  In  fact,  that  would  brin^ 
you  to  the  exact  spot,  would  it  not! 

Ansxcer,  I  think  1  ascertained  the  exact  ^ot  where  he  stood  when  he  fired. 

Questum,  How  far  from  the  window  was  itt 

Answer,  About  twenty  paces. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  very  proper,  and  I  am  not  very  willing  to  ask  a  wit- 
ness his  own  opinion  of  his  own  mental  or  moral  organization )  but  ri^'ht  here  I  will 
ask,  do  you  not  think  that  yon  are  a  man  of  very  hasty  and  strong  suspicions  f 

Answer,  i^o,  sir ;  I  think  I  am  the  very  opposite. 

Question,  You  say  you  think  the  intention  was  to  kill  you,  because  directly  afterward 
it  was  bruited  through  the  town  that  yon  had  been  shot  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  these  men  ran  ont  and  said  they  had  killed  you  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  who  told  it. 

Question.  From  yonr  position  in  the  community,  from  the  very  fact  that  it  was  known 
that  yon  had  been  shot  at  in  yonr  honse,  it  would  be  said  that  you  had  been  killed  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  who  reported  it. 

Question,  Yon  say  that  the  reason  why  you  believe  it  was  intended  to  kill  you  waA 
that  it  was  reported  that  yon  had  been  Killed. 

Answer.  I  merely  referred  to  that  as  only  one  circumstance. 

Quegtian.  Do  you  mean  by  that  to  infer  that  these  men  said  they  had  killed  you  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  intended  such  an  inference  as  that. 

Question,  Then  what  connection  has  that  report  with  the  matter! 

Answer,  Tb^  probabilities  are  that  there  were  no  other  reporters  there  than  t)ie  par- 
ties who  fired  the  thot  and  their  coadjutors. 

Question,  I  see  that  Is  your  impression — ^that  they  went  out  and  reported  that  they 
had  killed  yon ;  is  that  natural  for  criminals  to  do  f 

Answer,  Agreat  many  thin^  are  natural  in  Alabama  that  would  not  be  elsewhere. 

Question.  These  were  not  dis^ised  men  f 

Anewer,  I  do  not  know ;  I  did  not  see  them. 

Question,  Somebody  saw  two  men  f 

Answer,  They  were  not  disenised ;  I  stated  that. 

Question,  The  inference  is  that  those  two  were  companions  of  these  other  menf 

Answer,  I  should  suppose  they  were  accomplices. 

Question,  And  if  it  was  so,  it  was  as  necessary  for  them  to  be  disenised  as  for  the  men 
who  fired.  Then  your  mind  does  run  in  this  suspicious  line,  that  tnese  men  announced 
tiiat  yon  were  killed,  and,  therefore,  you  thought  it  was  intended  by  them  to  kill  you. 
Is  not  that  the  current  of  yom*  mind  on  this  subject  f 

Anewer.  1  stated  this :  that  in  view  of  all  the  facts,  what  occurred  then  and  what 
followed  afterward,  my  being  warned  to  leave  tho,  place,  all  led  me  to  believe  that  an 
attempt  was  made  on  my  life.  That  was  the  light  1  put  it  in ;  and  I  do  not  know  that 
I  have  any  reason  to  change  it. 

Question,  I  do  not  know  that  you  are  unreasonable  in  supposing  that  they  intended 
to  tJike  your  life. 

Answer,  That  is  my  view  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson: 

Question.  I  see  by  the  account  in  the  paper  that  tiiis  occurred  November  10^  1868« 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  that  the  ni^ht  of  the  political  meeting  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  the  meetmg  occurred  the  30th  of  October,  I  think. 

Question.  Did  they  fire  on  your  house  on  the  day  of  election  t 

Anewer,  A  little  after  the  election. 

Question,  While  the  excitement  of  the  election  still  prevailed  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  From  the  state  of  feeling  in  the  community  at  that  time,  is  it  your  judgment 
that  if  the  Ku-Klux  had  succeeded  m  killing  you,  they  would  have  considered  it  a  mer- 
itorious act  or  otherwise:  would  they  have  oeen  likely  to  brag  about  itf 

Answer.  I  think  it  would  have  been  an  event  of  exultation  and  pleasure  to  them. 

QuesHon.  A  question  on  another  subject:  I  want  to  know  whether  it  is  your  im- 
preesion  that  these  acts  of  hostility  toward  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Alabama 
have  been  committed  by  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South  f  Your 
testimony  here  might  possibly  be  subject  to  that  inference,  and  I  want  to  know 
whether  you  inteno  that.  ' 

Answer,  I  have  made  no  such  statement. 

Question,  I  know  you  have  not ;  but  I  want  to  know  if  you  intend  to  convey  that 
inqNcession. 

Answer  No,  sir;  I  say  this,  and  I  mean  it.  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South  is  intensely  bitter  and  hostile  toward  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churoh. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

QjsesHon.  A  little  unchristian  feeling  on  both  sides  f 
Answer,  I  do  not  think  there  is  on  our  side. 
Question,  It  is  perfectly  right  on  yonr  side  ? 
Answer^  So  far  as  I  know. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  :  , 

Ques^Mm.  Have  there  been,  so  far  as  you  know,  any  such  acts  committed  upon  their 
houses  or  persons  f 
Answer.  I^ot  an  instance  that  I  know  of  or  ever  heard  of. 
Question.  By  nobody  there  t 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

10 
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State  of  Alabama,  County  qf  Madi$an  : 

Ou  this  18th  day  of  August,  1869,  personally  appeared  before  me,  Lewis  K.  Douglass, 
jndge  of  probate  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  M»  B.  SuUivau,  miniaterof 
Methodist  E.  Church,  resident  of  Marahall  County,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says  that,  on  or  about  the  23d  da^  of  February,  1869,  while  attoiMl- 
ing  to  the  dnties*  of  my  office  or  ministration,  in  traveling  from  Mr.  Cooper's,  uear 
Deposit,  in  Marshall  County,  State  of  Alabama,  to  Mr.  WiUis  Steph^is's^  in  the  same 
county,  on  road  from  Mr.  Cooper's  to  Fearen^s  Ferry,  I  was  met  by  a  man  who  waa 
walkinff ,  a  fitranser  to  me  then  and  since,  who  spoke  to  me,  saying,  "  Are  yon  the  min- 
ister \^o  preaches  in  this  settlement  ?''  I  replied, "  I  am.''  He  then  stated  to  me 
he  was  in  search  of  me,  to  tell  me  that  my  life  was  in  danger ;  that  on  the  third  Sunday 
in  the  month  the  Ku-£lux  had  watched  uie  road  leading  from  X^earen's  Ferry  to  McHar- 
den's  for  me ;  also,  that  Rash  Fur^erson  had  watched  the  road  leading  from  the  church 
to  the  ferry  to  see  which  way  I  did  ^o,  to  inform  theKu-Klux  of  it.  He  would  not  tell 
his  name ;  said  he  was  a  Mend  of  mine,  and  if  it  was  known  that  he  had  warned  me 
his  life  would  be  in  danger.  He  left  me  then.  After  going  about  one  mile  and  over,  I 
met  a  colored  man  who  said  his  name  was  Burton,  and  he  ^ave  me  the  same  warning 
that  the  unknown  white  man  had.  When  I  reaohed  Mr.  Willis  Stephens's  house,  I  there 
repeated  that  which  the  two  men  had  told  me,  and  Mr.  Stephens  said  that  the  colored 
man  was  believed  to  be  truthful,  and  that  they  could  not  tell  certainly  who  the  white 
man  was,  but  that  I  must  be  careful  of  myself.  Mr.  Stephens  said  he  had  seea  the 
man  Rash  Furgersou  riding  by  his  house,  going  and  coming  to  and  from  the  direction 
of  the  church  on  that  Sundav ;  that  he  had  stopped  and  ta&ed  with  him. 

About  Friday,  9th  of  April,  1869,  while  traveling  on  the  Warrenton  and  Gadsden 

road,  near  Warrenton,  in  Marshall  County,  Alabama,  I  heard  the  explosion  of  a  gun* 

eap,  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  road,  in  the  bottom,  which  was  a  marshy  thicket.    X 

tried  to  see  who  was  there,  but  could  not  get  in  there,  the  ground  was  so  marshy ;  I 

'  could  not  see  who  the  party  was. 

I  further  swear  that  on  May  the  9th.  1869,  the  second  Sabbath  of  the  month,  I  was 
keeping  my  regular  appointment  at  tne  church  in  the  settlement  of  Wright's,  near 
Flint  River.  I  was  in  the  church  a  few  minutes  before  the  services  commenced. 
'  Three  men  came  to  me,  saying  they  wanted  to  speak  privately  to  me.  We  walked  oat 
from  the  church  about  thirty  yards.  Mr.  Giles,  Wm.  S.  SUnger,  and  I  think  the  other 
one's  name  is  Mr.  Moon.  Mr.  Giles  said,  '^  We  are  your  friends,"  and  that  they  had 
•  come  there  to  tell  me  it  was  dangerous  for  me  to  preach  there  that  da^  or  at  any  other 
time.  If  I  did  preach,  it  would  cause  blood  to  be  shed;  that  the  white  citizens  wei::e 
opposed  to  my  preaching  there ;  and  Mr.  Wm.  S.  Slinger  said  that  if  he  was  to  have  me 
to  go  home  with  him,  before  he  was  a  week  older  the  Ku-Klux  would  visit  him  and 
drag  him  through  the  ponds  and  whip  him.  I  told  them  that  I  would  fill  tbis  appoint- 
ment, and  leave  it  to  the  people  to  say  whether  I  should  return  again.  We  ail  then 
went  into  the  church,  and  I  commenced  services.  During  the  services  there  was  quite 
a  crowd  of  men  and  boys  outside,  who,  by  their  loud  tones  of  conversation  and  prouuie 
language,  ^eatly  annoyed  and  disturbed  myself  and  my  fellow- worshippers.  At  ttie  doee 
of  the  services  I  told  the  congregation  that  I  had  been  informed  thatthey  wereoppoaed 
to  my  preaching  in  the  church,  and  desired  to  know  their  feelings  about  the  matt^.  I 
took  my  seat.  The  congregation  then  took  a  vote  upon  the  matter.  The  result  waa 
-communicated  to  me  that  the  greater  number  wished  me  to  continue  my  I'egular  ap- 
pointments with  them.  Then  they  took  a  vote  to  see  who  was  opposed  to  my  pre^obr 
mg  there,  and  three  (one  youiig  man  and  two  young  ladies)  voted  that  I  should  not 
preach  there,  after  which  Mr.  Giles  said  in  a  speech  that  ho  was  opposed  to  my  preach- 
ing there,  as  the  church  I  was  a  minister  of  had  caused  the  war,  and  that  if  I  didi  it 
would  cause  bad  times  and  bloodshed  in  the  country.  The  crowd  outside  cheered  hiniy 
some  saving,  '^  Thait  is  right,"  ^*  God  damn  him,  do  not  let  him  come  here." 

I  fuither  swear  that  on  Tuesday  night  following,  the  10th  of  May,  1869,  while  I  wa» 
at  Henry  Stephens's,  four  miles  from  Vienna,  Madison  County,  State  of  Alabama,!  was 
.aroused  from  sleep  by  Henry  Stephens,  who  called  my  name.  When  I  raised  up  in  bed, 
J  saw  it  was  surrounded  by  men  in  disguise,  faces  masked,  and  persons  covered  with 
black  gowns,  having  pistols  in  their  hands  pointed  towards  my  body.  Three  were 
there  at  first  and  two  more  came  in  my  room.  One  of  them  said  they  had  come  to  eee 
me,  speaking  evidently  in  an  unnatural  tone  of  voice.  One  tokl  Mr.  Henry  Stephens 
to  get  my  saddle-bags,  when  Mr.  Stephens  told  one  of  his  daughters  to  get  them. 
Whereupon  one  of  the  disguised  men  followed  after  her,  pointing  his  pistol  at  her, 
which,  she  seeing,  turned  back,  and  refused  to  go.  Henry  Stephens  tJien  went  for  them, 
followed  by  the  man,  who  pointed  a  pistol  at  him.  When  Mr.  Henry  Stephens  re- 
turucd,  his  daughter,  Miss  Nancy,  caught  one  of  the  men  by  the  arm,  saying,  "Father, 
this  one  is  Mr.  John,  I  think,  but  Van  1  am  sure."  Thereupon  two  of  the  mon  pointed 
their  pistols  at  her,  saying,  "  Hush;  John  Van  is  not  in  the  crowd."    One  had  left  the 
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room  in  tiie  mean  time,  while  two  were  examininin^  my  saddle-ba^.  They  took  out 
of  my  saddle-b^B  two  pistols  and  some  papers,  and  tn^se  two  men  said  to  Mr*  Heury  Ste- 
phens they  woiud  hold  him  responsible  for  anything  that  was  said  by  him  or  his  family. 
Another  one  had  gone  out,  leaving  three  in  the  room.  During  all  this  time  one  of  them 
kept  a  pistol  pointed  at  me.  They  then  came  all  toward  me,  saying,  **  Yoa  mast  go 
with  OS,"  pointing  their  pistols  at  me.  Mr.  Stephens  said,  "  Do  not  hurt  him.  I  have 
Ibmod  ont,  on  inquirT,  that  he  is  a  gentleman ;  if  it  had  not  been  so  I  would  not  have 
enterte^ned  him.''  One  of  them  said,  **  We  will  bring  him  back  to  stay  all  night  with 
you."  They  drove  me  out  beftwre  them,  threatening  to  shoot  me  if  I  did  not  go  along 
qoietly.  When  we  go*  to  the  gate,  they  led  out  seven  horses,  covered  wiSi  white 
covers,  to  the  road  by  me.  Five  got  on  their  horses,  two  walking  in  fVont  and  makine 
me  go  before  them.  When  we  had  gone  about  two  hundred  yards  or  more,  they  bad 
what  they  cidled  a  trial,  charging  me  with  being  in  favor  of  negro  equality,  oT  being 
Mred  by  the  United  Stfttee  Government  to  preach  to  the  negroes,  and  that  I  had  not 
been  loyal  to  the  Sonthem  States  during  the  war ;  that  my  conneotions  were*  tories  to 
the  South.  Then  they  held  a  consultation,  and  one  said,  ''He  is  head  leader  of  the 
Northern  Methodist  Church ;"  he  had  known  me  for  sixteen  or  seventeen  years ;  I  had 
a  great  deal  of  influence  where  I  lived.  He  thought  it  best  to  kill  me,  and  get  me  out 
of  the  way.  Another  said,  "  Colonel,  if  you  think  it  best,  wo  will  do  it."  I  think  that 
the  one  called  colonel,  to  be  Colonel  James  Sheffield,  as  I  reco^zed  him  by  his  voice, 
size,  and  from  the  statements  he  had  made  there.  After  leaving  Mr.  Henry  Stephens, 
they  spoke  in  their  natural  tones  of  voice.  One  then  said,  "  You  are  a  man  under  bad 
character.''  I  replied,  "My  neighbors  would  not  say  that."  One  said, "  Who  are  your 
neighlxnrsf"  I  called  over  the  names  of  several,  when  one  said  to  another  in  a  low 
tone,  "  God  damn  him,  they  are  the  very  ones  who  first  reported  him  to  us."  Then  one 
said,  "  Sir,  one  of  your  neighbors  is  here ;  we  will  call  him  up,  and  let  him  tell  3ronr 
character."  One  then  left,  returning  with  another  disguised  man,  and  the  man  said  I 
iras  a  traitor.  When  he  came  i^,  these  men  said,  "  There  is  your  neighbor,"  but  did 
not  mention  his  name.  I  think  M8  name  is  Dr.  Dean.  I  knew  him  by  his  size,  voice, 
and  shape,  he  being  hump-shouldered,  as  he  had  been  practicing  in  my  family.  Then 
(me  of  them  said,  '*  Sir,  if  ryou  had  taken  the  advice  we  gave  yon  last  Sabbath,  you 
would  have  saved  your  life."  They  snapped  their  pistols  at  me.  One  said,  "  Ho  may 
be  a  good  man ;  do  not  kill  him ;  whip  hmL"  One  cut  a  stick,  a  hickory,  and  ordered 
me  to  take  my  coat  off,  which  I  refused  to  da  He  then  struck  me  twice  with  the 
stick,  and  caught  me,  pulling  off  my  coat.  One  said  I  was  so  stubborn,  "  we  ooght  to 
beat  him  to  death."  Another  said,  "  Go  and  bring  Parson  Phelps."  On  the  parson 
coming,  they  said,  "  Parson,  we  decided  upon  killing  this  man,"  but  that  as  they  con- 
cluded I  was  a  good  man,  it  would  be  wrong  to  kill  me,  but  I  should  be  whipped.  The 
parson  said  for  them  to  give  me  forty  licks  with  a  club.  They  replied,  "  If  you  say  so 
we  will  do  it."  The  parson  said,  "  Go  ahead,  I  will  count  the  licks."  Then  they  com- 
menced hittinff  me  with  the  stick.  I  defended  my  head  by  throwing  up  my  arms.  I 
do  not  know  how  many  times  they  hit  me.  The  parson  at  last  told  them  to  stop,  and 
the  one  who  had  beat  me  said,  "I  ffave  him  that  for  you ;  now  this  one  for  m^,"  hitting 
me  over  the  shoulders.  One  of  the  strokes  with  the  stick  hit  me  on  the  right  side, 
above  the  forehead,  breaking  the  bone  and  knocking  me  down  on  m^  knees.    Then 

another  man  said  to  one  who  was  on  a  horse  to  gi  ve  him the  name  I  did  not  hear.  He 

received  it,  and  struck  at  me  with  it.  I  grasped  at  it  with  my  right  hand,  but  the  blow 
was  given  with  such  force  I  could  not  resist  it.  It  struck  me  on  the  breast  and  stom- 
ach, knocking  me  backward  some  distance,  and  from  the  blow  I  am  iiijured  internally 
very  seriously.  They  then  said  if  I  did  not  start  home  at  daylight*  if  what  they  had 
given  me  did  not  kill  me,  they  would  then  kill  me,  and  that  my  quarterly  meeting  should 
not  be  held,  for  they  intended  to  kill  my  elder,  Kov.  A.  B.  Lakin,  so  he  could  not  hold 
it :  that  I  must  preach  for  the  Methodist  Church  South ;  work  for  my  family  weeks ; 
(that  they  lived  afi  close  to  my  home  as  they  did  here,  and  that  they  inhabited  the 
moon;)  they  woulil  kill  me.  They  then  started  as  if  to  leave  me,  but  returned  and 
told  me  they  wanted  me  to  understand  that  no  Methodist  church  could  exist  south  of 
Mason  and  Dixon's  line  but  the  Methodist  Church  South.  They  asked  if  I  wanted  them 
to  go  with  me  back  to  the  house  with  me ;  I  replied,  "  You  can  do  as  you  please."  They  , 
then  said,  "  We  will  kill  you  if  you  do  not  acknowledge  that  what  we  have  done  is  per- 
fectly right."  I  replied, "  Christ  has  decided  that  offenses  must  needs  come,  but  woe  unto 
them  by  whom  they  come."  They  left  cursing,  saying,  "  You  have  preached  your  last 
sermon."  I  got  back  to  the  house  with  much  difficulty  and  great  pain,  suffering  from 
the  treatment  and  whipping  they  gave  me,  reaching  there  ten  minutes  of  1  o'clock,*  a 
fine  rain  falling  all  the  time.  I  len^  the  family  next  morning  for  my  home,  about  sun- 
rise, and,  after  riding  about  seven  or  eight  miles  on  the  road  to  Guntersville,  I  saw  a 
man  walking  ahead  of  me ;  before  I  got  to  him,  he  turned  to  the  lefk,  and  went  to  the 
woods.  After  I  had  passed  him  I  heard  the  report  of  a  gun  or  a  pistol  on  that  side  of 
the  road,  and  another  one  on  the  same  side ;  then  a  shot  on  the  right — ^the  bullets  of  the 
two  latter  passing  close  by  me. 
I  teoohed  home  that  day,  and  suffered  so  much  from  the  maltreatment  I  had  received 
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I  was  compelled  to  remain  in  bed  on  Thorsday  and  Friday.  On  Friday  night  I  beard 
the  steps  of  horses  and  men  walking ;  it  was  so  dark  I  could  not  see  them.  They  were 
there  abont  Ibalf  an  hour,  around  my  house.  I  left  my  home  on  Saturday  morning, 
though  suffering  intensely,  for  I  was  afraid  to  stay  there  any  longer.  I  was  ffone  firom 
home  three  days,  compelled  to  lay  down  nearly  all  the  time.  On  my  arrival  my  wife 
told  me  that  the  men  nad  been  tnere  one  night  while  I  was  absent. 

I  further  swear  that  Mr.  Samuel  Wallace  came  to  my  house  and  told  me  that  Colonel 
James  Sheffield  and  Rash  Furgerson  had  sent  him  to  tell  me  that  they  wanted  me  to 
go  to  Colonel  Sheffield's,  aud  that  they  would  satLs^  me  if  I  would  not  do  anything 
more  in  this  case,  and  would  not  cross  the  river  again.  I  did  not  go,  fearii^  it  might 
be  a  trap  to  catch  me,  and  do  me  more  ii]gury. 

.1  have  been  told  r^eatedly  by  my  friends  that  it  would  oot  be  safe  lor  me  to  remain 
there,  and  I  have  not  been  back  since  the^  beat  me.    I  have  not  been  able  to  attend 
to  my  duties,  as  I  have  not  recovered  sufficiently  from  injuries  received  on  the  11th  of 
'Hay,  1869,  even  if  my  life  was  not  in  danger  there, 
i  MOSES  a  SULLIVAN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me.  this  18th  day  of  August,  1869,  and  I  certify  that 
the  foregoing  declaration  was  carefully  read  to  him  before  siguing. 

7  LEWfe  M.  DOUGLASS, 

Judge  of  Prolate, 


R 

State  of  Alabama,  Madison  County ,  ss : 

On  this  29th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1871,  personally  appeared  before  me,  James  H.  Bone, 
clerk  of  the  oironft  court  in  and  for  the  connty  and  State  aforesaid,  Geor^  Taylor, 
resident  of  Madison  County,  late  of  Colbert  Connty,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  in  January,  1869,  he  was  living  with  Mr.  George  Dnncan, 
near  Cherokee,  Colbert  County,  Alabama,  where  he  had  lived  ten  years  berore  ;  about 
the  middle  of  the  month,  about  2  o'clock  at  night,  he  was  aroused  from  sleep  by  some 
pNersons  breaking  down  the  door  of  his  house ;  after  the  door  was  broken  down  some 
six  men,  dressed  in  disguise,  their  heads  covered  with  a  white-cloth  sack,  and  their 
bodies  with  black  gowns ;  these  men  came  to  my  bed  where  I  was,  and  took  me  up  and 
carried  me  out  of  the  house  from  my  wife ;  they  took  me  about  fifty  or  sixty  yards,  and 
laid  me  down  on  my  back,  but  I  fought  them  so  they  turned  me  on  thy  face  and 
stretched  my  arms  and  legs  out,  a  man  holding  each.  When  I  came  out  or  the  house 
I  saw  some  more  of  these  men.  I  counted  twelve  in  all.  While  in  this  position  these 
men  whipped  me,  first  one  and  then  another,  relieving  each  other.  They  hit  me  abont 
five  hundred  times.  They  also  struck  me  on  the  head  with  a  pistol  two  or  three  times. 
They  told  me  not  to  move  or  grunt  or  halloo :  and  I  held  my  breath,  and  did  not  move 
when  they  hit  me.  When  they  shook  me  ana  I  did  not  move,  they  stuck  me  with  8om« 
sharp  instrument  in  back,  legs,  and  rump ;  all  over  these  nnrts  they  stuck  t^eir  knives. 
Then  they  raised  me  up,  and  one  said, "  Ho  is  dead."  He  then  rubbed  his  hands  over  my 
face.  I  could  not  hold  my  breath  any  longer.  And  then  they  all  pointed  their  pistofs 
at  my  head,  and  said, "  Yon  must  leave  this  county  by  Monday  night."  One  of  them  asdd 
he  could  not  get  away ;  he  cannot  get  ready  by  Monday  night.  Then  they  said  they 
would  give  me  until  Tuesday.  This  occurred  on  a  Saturday  night,  and  if  I  was  ibnnd 
there  after  that  I  would  go  up.  On  Tuesday  night  I  left,  leaving  everything,  and  lost 
my  labor. 

his 

GEORGE  -f  TAYLOR. 

mark. 

Witness: 

John  H.  Waoer. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  day  of  May,  1871 ;  and  I  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  affidavit  was  carefully  read  over  by  me  to  the  affiant  before  he 
signed  and  made  oath  to  the  same. 

JAMES  H.  BONE.  CUsrk. 


C. 

State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison,  ss : 

On  this  97th  of  October,  1869,  personidly  appeared- before  me,  a  clerk  of  the  oinrait 
court,  Eliza  Jane  Blair,  late  resident  on  Mr.  John  Floyd's  p]antati<m,  Limestone  Coiuity, 
State  of  Alabama,  but  now  resident  of  Madison  County,  State  of  Alabama^  who,  h^stg 
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fiQiy  sworn,  depoees  and  says  she  was  asleep  in  the  same  house  with  her  brother,  William 
Blair,  on  the  night  of  —  December,  1866 ;  was  aroosed  from  sleep  by  some  one  break- 
ing open  the  door,  and  I  saw  two  men,  who  came  into  the  hoase :  they  went  to  her 
brother's  bed,  caught  him  by  the  arm,  and  toldiiim  to  come  along  with  them.  I  know 
these  men  to  be  Dick  Hines  and  Buff  Wray ;  he  not  moving,  Rim  Wray  hit  him  over 
the  head  with  a  pistol,  saying,  ^<  Get  np,  God  damn  yon."  They  pulled  him  out  of  the 
house ;  I  followea  him  out  of  the  house,  and  saw  him  surrounded  by  Poney  and  Burt 
Hines,  Bell  Northen,  Dave  Triend  Hugh,  George  Cute  and  Sim  Hudson,  Jim  Henry 
Cos ;  these  men  all  bad  over  their  persons  white  gowns,  but  their  faces  were  not 
masked,  and  I  was  able  to  recognize  them  all ;  they  beat  him  with  their  pistols,  and 
dragged  him  off  some  distance  Srom  the  house ;  I  did  not  see  them  after  they  went  over 
the  hiU.  I  fhrther  swear  that,  about  an  hour  afterward,  I  heard  a  noise,  and  my  sister 
went  otit  of  the  house  to  see  what  caused  it ;  she  came  back,  carrying  in  her  arms  my 
brother,  William  Blair ;  I  saw  his  clothes  were  covered  with  blood,  and  I  examined  and 
found  bis  back*  arms,  and  legs  were  all  cut  open,  first  one  way  and  then  across ;  the 
bottom  of  his  feet  were  cut  open,  his  thighes,  and  calves  of  his  legs  were  split  open, 
and  deep  gashes  cut  across  tnem  again.  Since  then  he  has  not  been  able  to  do  any 
work,  being  almost  constantly  in  b^,  and  under  the  care  of  the  doctor.  These  men 
came  back  to  the  house  before  my  brother  had  returned,  and  said  that  if  Gus  Blair  and 
his  family  did  not  leave,  they  would  kill  all  his  family,  and  burn  every  house  up  on  the 

place. 

^  her 

•  ELIZA  JANE  -f  BLAIR. 

mark. 
Witnesses: 

Justin  Rouohe. 
John  H.  Wager. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  October  1869 :  and  I  hereby 
certify  that  the  foregoing  was  carefully  read  to  the  affiant  before  she  signed  her  name 
by  making  her  mack.  * 

JAS.  H.  BONE, 

Clerk  CircMit  dmrt. 


D. 

State  of  AlabanMy  County  of  MadiaoUf  as: 

On  this  4th  day  of  August,  1869,  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  olerk  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  In  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Mary  CampbeU,  of  tlie  county  of 
Madison,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  on  Saturday 
night,  the  24th  day  of  July,  1869,  while  she  and  her  husband,  William  Campbell,  were 
Bue&p  in  their  bed  in  ajiouse  on  the  plantation  of  Mr.  James  Sanford,  we  were  aroused 
^m  sleep  by  the  report  of  a  pistol-snot,  and  I  saw  that  my  husband  had  been  shot  in 
th/6  left  side ;  I  saw  the  blood  running  out  of  his  side ;  it  ran  on  my  clothes ;  he  cried 
out^  ^*  O  Ltordl"  and  I  saw  six  or  seven  men  in  the  room  around  our  bed,  which  was  on 
the  floor ;  tiiey  had  their  faces  covered  over  with  black  masks,  and  their  bodies  were 
covered  with  olaok  gowns:  these  men  said,  '*  You  are  the  damn  rascal  who  has  been 
keeping  np  all  the  fnss  in  tne  cove,'*  and  one  of  them  reached  around  me  and  shot  my 
husband  in  the  side  of  the  head  with  a  pistol-ball ;  they  told  my  husband  to  go  out  of 
the  room,  saying,  *'  Go  out  of  this  room,  God  damn  you :  you  are  the  one  that  has  been 
keeping  up  all  the  fnss  in  the  cove ; "  he  went  out  with  tnem,  and  leaned  np  against  the 
fence,  and  I  saw  and  heard  some  three  or  four  of  them  shoot  at  him ;  he  was  hit  in  the  small 
of  kia  back  by  one  of  the  shots ;  he  fell  on  the  ground,  and  the  men  shot  at  him  again 
while  he  was  lying  on  the  ground ;  I  saw  some  others  outside  of  the  yard,  about  three 
or  four  that  I  could  see ;  aSter  they  fired  the  last  shot,  one  of  them  said,  "  Come,  let's 
go,"  and  they  left^  I  helped  to  carry  my  husband  into  the  house,  and  found  that  he  had 
been  shot  some  six  times ;  he  died  in  about  an  hour  after  he  was  shot;  I  am  about 
seven  months  with  child ;  I  could  not  tell  any  of  the  men. 

I  further  swear  that  about  three  weeks  before  that,  on  a  Sunday  morning,  Bir..  James 
Sanford  oame  down  to  our  house ;  I  was  not  there  when  he  ^t  came  in ;  was  at  my 
brother's,  below  it,  and  I  saw  he  had  a  pistol  in  his  hand ;  then  I  went  to  my  house ; 
my  husband  was  sitting  in  a  chair,  but  sat  leaning  against  the  house  near  the  door ; 
Mr.  James  Sanford  was  leaning  against  the  fence  around  the  grounds  on  which  our 
house  is  situated ;  he  had  in  his  hands  a  pistol,  resting  on  the  fence  pointed  toward 
my  husband;  be  accused  my  husband  of^ stealing  his  chickens, whicn  my  husband 
denied  doing ;  Mr.  James  Sanford  wanted  him  to  pay  for  the  chickens :  my  husband 
refused  to  do  so ;  then  Mr.  James  Sanford  said  if  he  did  not  he  would  shoot  his  black 
infernal  heart  out  of  him ;  he  continued  to  curse  and  abuse  my  husband.  When  I  got 
to  my  house  I  sat  down  in  the  doorway,  and  my  child  was  by  my  side ;  Mr  James  San- 
ftvdiold  me  to  take  my  child  away  from  there ;  that  he  did  not  want  to  shoot  the  child ; 
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I  took  my  child  in  the  house ;  then  my  husband  told  him  he  would  come  to  town,  aad 
report  him  for  saying  he  would  take  his  life,  and  for  drawing  his  pistol  over  him ;  Mr. 
James  Sanford  said  if  he  did  come  here  and  report  it,  he  would  have  to  leave  the 
county ;  Mr.  Sanford  left  for  his  house ;  my  husband  left  our  house  Sunday  evening 
for  town  ta  report  what  Mr.  SanfcHrd  said. 

her 
MARY  -f  CAMPBELL. 
mark. 
Witness: 

John  Lee  Rogers. 

John  H.  Wager. 

* 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1869. 

JAS.  H.  BONE, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court, 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  affidavit  was  carefully  read  to  the  aifiant  before 
she  signed  her  name  by  making  her  mark. 

JAS.  H.  BONE, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court 


State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison  :  * 

On  the  13th  day  of  September,  1869,  personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Lee  Eogers 
notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Prior  Turner,  resident  of  Giles 
County,  Tennessee,  formerlv  of  Huntsville,  Madison  Coimty,  Alabama,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  on  the  night  of  13tb  daj'  of  March,  1869,  while  I  was 
resting  and  waiting  for  my  supper  in  the  bouse  of  Rufus  White,  at  Madison  Station,  on 
the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  in  Madison  County,  State  of  Alabama,  I  was 
aroused  irom  sleep  by  two  men,  who,  pointing  their  pistols  at  me,  ordered  me  to  go 
with  them  out  of  the  house,  which  I  did ;  as  soon  as  I  reached  the  door  I  ran  away 
from  them;  whereupon  they  fired  four  shots  at  me,  one  hitting  me  in  my  right  shoulder, 
causing  a  severe  wound,  and  another  hitting  my  coat  on  the  right  side  above  the  hip- 
bone. I  have  had  two  men  arrested,  but  could  not  make  my  case  good  -against  them. 
Since  then  I  have  called  on  the  solicitor  (Mr.  William  Weeden)  ot  Madison  County, 
State  of  Alabama,  five  times,  to  bring  suit  against  the  said  county,  as  the  law  requires. 
On  each  and  every  application  he  has  refused  point-blank  to  do  so,  saying,  the  first 
time,  it  was  the  law,  but  the  law  was  not  worth  a  damn,  and  I  could  not  recover  any- 
thing. The  second  time  he  said  he  would  not  do  it,  and  bear  the  responsibility  of  col- 
lecting money  from  the  county  for  acts  done  by  disguised  men ;  that  I  must  get  some 
one  or  two  lawyers  to  bring  the  suit ;  that  they  must  write  the  papers ;  he  would 
neither  write  them  nor  plead  the  case :  the  same  the  third  and  fourth  time  ;  and  again, 
on  this  13th  day  of  September,  1868, 1  called  on  him,  asking  whether  he  would  bring 
the  suit ;  he  replied  he  would  not  do  it ;  the  law  did  not  require  him  to  do  it ;  tliat  if  I 
had  been  killed,  the  law  required  him  to  bring  it  for  my  widow,  but  not  for  me. 

his 

PRIOR  +  TURNER, 
•  mark. 

Witness: 

Justin  Rouaghb. 
H.  N.  Roberts. 
John  H.  Wager. 

At  the  same  time  and  place  personally  appeared  before  me,  this  13th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 18^,  Calvin  East,  resident  of  Madison  County,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  beins  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  accompanied  Prior  Turner  to  the  office  of  the  soueitor 
of  Madison  County,  Alabama,  Mr.  William  Weeden.  When  we  reached  there  Prior 
Turner  a^ed  Mr.  Weeden  whether  he  was  going  to  bring  suit  against  the  county  for 
him  for  what  the  disguised  men  had  done  to  him.  Mr.  Weeden  said  he  would  not  do 
it ;  that  Prior  Turner  must  get  one  or  two  lawyers  to  write  the  impers  and  plead  the 
case,  then  he  would  go  ou ;  that  the  law  did  not  require  him  to  do  it;  only,  if  Prior  hiid 
been  killed,  it  required  him  to  bring  suit  for  his  widow.    This  was  bmo.  on  the  13th 

September,  1869. 

hiA 
CALVIN  +  EAST. 
mark. 
Witness: 

Justin  Roaugue. 
H.  N.  Roberts. 
John  H.  Wagbr. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  tliis  13th  day  of  September,  1869 ;  and  I  boreby 
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certify  that  Uie  foref^ing  affidaYits  were  oarefblly  read  to  the  affiants  before  they  tigfied 
their  names  by  making  their  marks. 

JOHN  LEE  ROGERS, 
Notary  Public  and  ex  officio  Justice  of  the  Peace, 


F. 
State  of  Alabama,  Ckntnty  of  Madiaon : 

On  this  16th  day  of  May,  1870,  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Simon  Bush,  late  a  resident  on  Mr. 
James  Gardner's  plantation,  two  miles  southeast  from  Whitesburg  Ferry,  Morgan 
Connty,  State  of  Alabama,  wno,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  That  on  the  night 
of  the  13th  of  May,  1870,  (which  was  Friday  night,)  I  was  aroused  from  sleep  by  hear- 
ing the  dogs  bark.  I  ^ot  np  to  the  door,  opened  it,  and  saw  eleven  ipen  at  the  fence ; 
some  of  tbem  pulling  it  down.  I  saw  they  were  disguised,  with  white  sheets  on  their 
horses  and  masks  on  their  faces,  and  gowns  on  their  bodies,  different  colors.  I  shut 
the  door,  and  looked  through  the  holes  oetween  the  logs.  I  saw  five  of  these  men  going 
down  to  the  honse  in  which  Hezekiah  Bush  lived ;  then  some  one  hit  on  my  door,  and 
a  voice  said,  ^'  Make  np  a  light."  I  did  so.  They  said,  **  Make  it  up  damn  quick." 
They  said,  "  Open  the  door."  I  said,  "  Who  is  there  f"  They  said,  "  God  damn  iron, 
open  the  door."  I  then  opened  it,  and  throe  of  these  men  came  in  the  honse,  two  of 
them  punching  me  in  the  breast  and  stomach  with  guns  in  their  hands.  They  told  me 
"to  get  my  gun."  I  said,  "  I  did  not  have  any."  They  said,  "  I  was  a  damn  liar."  I 
said-I  had  sold  mine  to  brother  John.  They  said,  "  What  did  you  do  with  the  one 
Mr.  Waris  sold  to  you  f '  I  said,  "  That  is  the  one  I  sold  to  John."  They  told  me  to  ^et 
my  pistol,  and  I  replied  I  did  not  have  any ;  then  one  of  them  ran  to  my  bed,  pulling 
the  covers  off  my  wife  and  child,  saying,  "  Who  is  here?  0,  it  is  only  a  damn  wo- 
man and  child."  Then  they  made  me  go  out  of  the  house  with  them,  and  np  the  road 
south  from  the  honse  to  where  the  other  of  these  men  wore.  One  of  these  men  who 
came  into  my  honse  said,  "  We  came  from  hell  before  to  make  you  behave,  and  you 
did  tolerably  well  after  we  went  back,  but  now  you  have  ^ot  to  behaving  bad.  vTo 
have  come  back  again  to  make  yon  behave  right."  One  said,  "  Who  are  you  working 
fort"  I  said,  "  I  am  working  Reed  Bell's  land."  He  said,  "  God  damn  you,  that  is  not 
what  I  asked  you  j  are  you  not  working  for  yourself  f  Then  they  told  riie  to  go  down 
the  road  to  the  end  of  this  lane.  I  started.  One  said,  "  We  are  going  on  the  road  to 
hell  with  you."  One  of  these  men  was  hitting  me  all  the  time  with  rod  out  of  his  gun, 
and  when  we  got  to  the  end  of  the  lane,  he  said,  "  Say  your  prayers,  or  I  will  shoot  you ; 
say  tbem  loud,  so  I  can  hear  them."  I  said,  *'  Lord,  have  mercy  on  me."  He  hit  me 
with  his  gun-rod,  saying,  "  Do  you  believe  in  the  Lord  f"  I  said,  "  Yes,  sir."  Then  the 
others  came  up,  and  two  with  sticks  they  had  lust  cut  from  the  bushes.  The  man 
who  had  been  bbating  me  with  the  gun-rod  told  me  lay  down  on  the  ground,  on  my 
face.  I  laid  down,  and  he  stood  on  my  feet,  and  one  of  those  who  had  the  horses  sat 
on  my  head,  and  two  began  to  beat  me  with  sticks.  I  struggled  and  tried  to  get  away. 
The  man  who  was  sitting  on  my  head  said,  "  Keep  still."  I  tried  to  detend  myself  from 
the  blows  with  my  left  hand.  One  of  them  caught  hold  of  it,  and  I  got  loose.  Then 
th&  man  who  had  been  sitting  on  my  heid  said,  ''•God  damn  him,  I  can  keep  him  still." 
He  kicked  me  then  on  my  stomach,  and  one  of  them  said,  "  Yon  kick  him  too  hard." 
He  said.  "  No ;  get  np  from  there,  God  damn  yon."  He  told  me  to  get  up.  I  said,  "  I 
cannot."  He  asked  one  of  the  others  to  give  Fkim  a  gun,  which  he  took  and  pointed  at 
me ;  then  said,  "Get  up.  Or  I  will  shoot  you."  I  got  up  on  my  feet.  He  said,  **  Take  the 
road  and  go  to  the  house,  andMxuit  saucing  wmte  people."  I  said  I  had  not  sauced 
white  people.  One  of  those  who  had  the  sticks  ran  up  to  me,  hitting  me  two  licks, 
taving,  "  Yon  are  a  damn  liar ;  do  not  say  it  any  more,  or  I  will  kill  you,  dead,"  and 
told  me  to  take  the  road  and  go  to  the  house ;  "  run  every  step  there,  and  stay  until 
noming,  and  go  to  your  work,  and  when  yon  hear  us  coming,  do  not  get  np  and  open 
your  door  until  yon  hear  us  call." 

I  do  not  know  any  of  these  persons  to  a  certainty,  but  fix)m  what  they  said  I  believe 
they  are  the  people  from  the  neighborhood.  There  are  some  white  men  working  on 
this  plantation,  who  come  there  on  Monday  morning  and  leat^o  Saturday  nights. 
Thxme  men  left  Friday  evening  on  the  same  road  these  disguised  came  ou  to  my  house, 
»Qd  on  Saturday  morning  I  heard  a  crowd  of  horses  going  the  same  road.  This  was 
before  day,  and  after  daylight  I  saw  these  white  men  come  down  the  same  road  to 

tiieir  work. 

hia 

SIMON  -I-  BUSH. 

Witness: 

J.  H.  Gill. 
Jas.  H.  Warb. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  16th  day  of  May,  1870,  and  I  hereby  certiiy' 
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that  I  have  read  over  this  affidavit  to  the  affiant  before  he  signed  the  same  by  making 
his  mark  to  the  same. 

JAMES  H.  BONE, 
Cirodit  Court  Clerk. 

Statk  of  AiJOiAMA,  Madison  Cmmiy : 

On  this  16th  daj  of  May,  1870,  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Hezekiah  Bush,  late  a  resident  on  the 

Plantation  owned  by  Mr.  James  Gardner,  two  miles  southeast  from  the  WhitesUurg 
'eny,  Morgan  Counly,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  between  the  hours 
of  12  and  and  1  o'clock  on  Friday  night,  the  13th  of  May,  I  was  asleep  in  my  house  on  the 
said  plantation ;  I  was  aroused  from  sleep  by  hearing  my  dog  barking  furiously ;  then  I 
heard  a  voice  csdlin^  me  by  name ;  I  asked  who  was  there ;  the  voice  replied  Nelson,  whom 
I  knew  to  be  a  neighbor.  I  got  out  of  bed  and  opened  the  door,  and  saw  this  man 
Nelson  standing  at  tne  left-hand  side  of  the  door  of  my  house ;  also  five  other  persons 


are  your  guns  and  pistols  t"  I  replied  that  my  gun  was  in  the  house  and  pistol  was  in 
Huntsvilte.  He  replied,  "  Fetch  your  ffun  out."  I  got  it,  and  gave  it  to  him.  He  said, 
"  What  do  you  do  with  this  ?"  I  replied  I  only  shoot  squirrels  once  in  a  while.  He  turned 
to  the  others,  saying  had  not  this  gun  better  be  shot  off  f  They  replied,  yes.  He  said 
to  ifte,  "  Come  out  here  and  shoot  it  off."  I  tried,  but  could  not  get  it  to  go  off.  He  then 
said  ffive  it  to  him,  which  I  did ;  he  then  stepped  back,  and  taking  it  in  both  hands 
struck  me  over  the  head  with  it,  which  blow  knocked  me  up  against  the  house,  when 
he  said  something  to  one  of  these  other  disguised  men  which  I  could  not  hear.  The 
man  he  spoke  to  took  out  from  under  his  gown  a  cow-hide  whip,  with  which  he  hit  me 
on  mv  shoulders  and  back  some  ten  times  .or  more,  when  he  gave  it  to  another  ooe, 
who  hit  me  as  many  more  licks,  and  each  one  of  the  others  hit  me  one  after  the  other ; 
in  all,  the  five  men  whipped  me.  The  one  who  hit  me  with  the  gun  was  the  first  one 
to  hit  me  with  the  whip.  When  they  all  had  whipped  me,  they  told  me  to  go  into  my 
house  and  sleep  and  rest,  and  asked  me  if  I  ever  would  go  hunting  after  squirrels  again. 
I  said  no.  They  left  me,  carrying  off  my  gun.  I  also  saw  five  other  men  dressed  in  dis- 
guise on  horses  in  a  field  close  to  the  house,  who  I  believe  belonged  with  these  men 
who  beat  me.  I  did  not  recognize  any  of  these  men,  but  think  they  are  from  the  neigh- 
borhood. The  man  I  live  with,  Mr.  Gardner,  and  John  Reed  Bell,  left  the  plaiitation 
that  day,  Mr.  Gardner  saying  he  was  going  to  see  his  mother,  who  lived  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Tennessee  Eivor.  On  my  getting  into  the  house  I  found  there  this  man 
Nelson.  He  had  on  only  his  shirt  and  &awers.  He  said  these  men  had  made  him  go 
with  them ;  that  he  was  nearly  frozen,  and  wanted  me  to  give  him  a  pair  of  pants. 
Both  of  us  were  so  worried  and  frightened  we  did  not  talk  any  about  the  doings  of 
bhese  men.    I  gave  him  the  pants,  and  he  left  at  once  for  his  home. 

his 
HEZEKIAH  -f  BUSH. 
nuurk. 
Witness: 

J.  H.  Gnx, 

John  H.  Wager. 

t 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  16th  day  of  May,  1871,  and  I  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  affidavit  was  carefuUy  read  over  to  the  affiant  before  he  signed  the 
same  by  making  his  mark. 

JAMES  H.  BONE, 

Clerk  CiicuU  Court 

I,  Hezekiah  Bush,  further  state  that  about  the  middle  of  April  Mr.  James  Gardner 
came  to  my  house  in  the  evening,  and  said  I  had  taken  more  cotton  seed  than  belonged 
to  me,  and  turning  to  my  wife,  Adeline,  he  said,  ^*  I  want  you  to  send  those  clothes  of 
mine  back  to  the  house."  She  said,  *'  They  are  all  wet,  and  out  on  the  line.''  "  It  makes  no 
difference:  you  send  them."  She  said,  ^*A11 1  want  is  you  to  square  up  for  what  I  have 
done. "  Ho  said,  *'  If  you  talk  about  squaring  up,  I  will  kill  you."  She  replied  that  she 
expected  he  would  have  to  kill  her.  Then  he  went  into  the  house.  I  heard  him  say^ 
"Yon  can  take  your  choice  either  to  shut  up,  or  I  will  kill  you."  I  was  on  the  fence  at 
this  time.  H&  then  came  out  of  the  house.  I  went  in  the  house,  ttud  found  her  sittiuK 
down  with  her  head  in  her  hands  and  the  blood  running  f^om  two  wounds  on  her  head, 
one  on  the  left  side  of  the  forehead  over  the  eye,  the  other  side  of  the  head  behind 
right  ear.  She  said  that  James  Gardner  had  hit  her  with  a  pistol.  We  were  afraid  to 
have  him  arrested^  for  I  heard  he  said  any  negro  who  had  him  arrested  he  would  kilL 

his 
HEZEKIAH  -h  BUSH. 

Witness : 

John  H.  Waqbr. 
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[Fnmi  HmntsTiUe  Daily  Democrat,  Thnnday,  Koyember  10, 186a] 

Shooting  into  a  Dweeling.— On  Tuesday  night,  about  8i  o'clock,  some  twelve  or 
fifteen  buckshot  were  fired  from  a  double-barreled  shot-gun,  or  a  musket,  into  the  dwel- 
ling (known  as  the  Saronl  honso)  occupied  by  Probate  Judge  Douglass  and  £[imily,  Cir- 
cnit  Clerk  Bone  and  fomily,  A.  S.  Lakin,  appointed  president  of  the  State  University, 
A.  W.  Smith,  justice  and  notary,  and  possibly  some  others  of  the  radical  "  new-comera" 
or  carpet-baggers.  The  shot  were  fired  into  the  bedrroom  of  Parson  Lakin,  where  he, 
Ms  wife  and  daughter,  and  Rains,  a  clerk  of  the  Freedman's  Bureau,  were  sitting.  One 
of  the  upper  panes  of  the  upper  sash  of  the  bow-window  was  broken,  and  tne  shot 
passed  through  the  window-curtain  and  over  the  heads  of  the  occupants,  and  struck 
the  ceiling  and  two  walls  of  the  room.  It  is  believed  the  person  who  shot  was  stand- 
ing near  tne  middle  of  the  street  fronting  the  house,  as  the  paper  wadding,  blackened 
with  powder,  was  found  between  the  middle  of  the  street  and  the  pavement  fronting 
the  lot.  The  shooter  must  have  been  a  very  bad  marksman,  or  he  only  intended  to 
fiighten  and  not  to  kill;  otherwise  he  would  have  shot  thnfugh  the  lower  snsh. 
Again,  if  his  object  was  to  kill,  he  showed  bad  judgment  or  cowardice  in  not  getting 
nearer  the  house.  He  exploded  two  or  three  caps  before  his  gun  went  off,  which  were 
heard  by  inmates  of  the  house  and  oqe  or  more  of  the  neighbors. 

Mr.  likkin  says  a  negro  boy,  who  was  in  the  back  yStd,  stated  that  after  the  gun 
fired  he  saw  a  man  run  irom  the  southern  side  of  the  house  and  hand  something  (a  ^un, 
the  boy  thought)  to  a  man  standing  in  the  street^  and  then  jump  over  the  fence  mto 
tbe  street,  and  both  run  off. 

The  fact  that  the  occupants  of  the  house  ^^  obnoxious  to  the  community  iumishes 
no  excuse  for  such  outrageous,  lawless  conduct.  All  good  citizens  must  condemn  it, 
and  all  should  endeavor  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  it.  The  whole  community  suffers  in 
reputation,  and  in  all  its  moral  and  material  interests,  when  such  violations  of  human 
and  divine  law  occur,  and  human  life  is  apparently  regarded  as  a  cheap  thing,  and 
taken  or  threatened  with  impunity. 


Washington,  June  14, 1871. 
Bev.  A.  S.  LAKIN  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuestUm.  You  have  expressed  a  wish  to  me  to  m&e  an  explanation  of  a  statement 
which  you  gave  in  your  testimony  yesterday  regarding  the  courta  of  Alabama.  You 
may  now  go  on  and  make  whatever  explanation  you  wish  ou  that  subject. 

Answer.  J  wish  to  say  this :  I  intended,  in.  what  I  said,  no  reflection  upon  the  judges 
of  the  courts.  I  am  not  a  lawyer ;  but  on  mature  reflection  I  am  of  the  opinion  that, 
in  legal  parlance,  what  is  meant  by  tbe  term  *^  court "  is  the  presiding  Judge.  I  hod 
no  intention  of  casting  any  reflection  upon  the  judges  of  the  courts.  1  Know  most  of 
the  judges  in  Alabama,  and  am  very  intimate  with  some  of  them.  I  regard  them  as 
above  suspicion,  men  of  fine  legal  abilities,  and  I  know  the  earnest  and  persevering 
efforts  they  have  made  to  bring  criminals  to  justice.  My  remark  was  based  upon  this 
fiact :  That  in  regard  to  all  of  the  murders  and  outrages  that  I  have  known  in  Northern 
Alabama  I  have  not  known  of  one  person  brought  to  justice  and  punished.  The  judges 
have  delivered  very  able  and  pointed  charges  to  the  ffrand  juries,  but  somehow  crimi- 
nals have  slipped  through  the  courts  un whipped  of  justice.  When  I  said  that  our 
courts  were  a  farce  I  ha3  no  reference  whatever  to  the  judges;  I  simply  meant  that 
there  was  a  system  of  influences,  or  something  of  that  sort,  which  has  enabled  crimi- 
nals to  escape  unwhipped  of  justice ;  that  is  my  meauiug  exactly. 

(Question.  That  is  the  explanation  you  wish  to  make? 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

(fuesUan.  How  many  cases  do  you  know  where  crimes  have  been  openly  committed, 
where  tbe  perpetrators  of  those  crimes  are  known,  and  they  have  failed  to  be  prosecnted 
in  Alabama ;  m  other  words,  do  not  your  remarks  in  regard  to  the  inefficiency  of  the 
courts  there  relate  to  the  fact  that  the  perpetrators  of  these  crimes  and  abuses  of  the 
law  cannot  be  ascertained  f  -      ^ ' 

Answer.  Many  of  them  have  been  arrested  and  brought  before  the  courts ;  but  they 
have  been  bailed  and  have  slipped  out. 

QmsUon,  Please  mention  the  instances  and  the  localities  in  Alabama  where  that  state 
of  things  haa  occurred. 

Answer,  There  is  no  exception  to  the  general  rule. 

Qmestkm,  Is  that  your  answer  f 


154        CONDITION   OF  AFFAIB8  IH   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES.  • 

Anmoer.  That  is  my  answer. 

Question,  Well,  then,  please  state  the  cases  of  the  character  I  have  indicated  to  Jron 
where  the  courts  have  failed  to  proeeoute.  You  say  th6re  is  no  exception ;  name  the 
cases  and  the  counties  in  which  they  occurred. 

Answer,  So  far  as  I  know,  they  have  all  failed. 

Question.  1  want  to  see  what  particular  instaocee  yon  rec<^lect  where  they  have  fiiiled. 
Tou  say  they  have  all  failed.  I  do  not  expect  that  there  are  a  very  large  number  of 
cases  which  you  will  be  able  to  state ;  but  state  some  of  them. 

Answer,  1  have  not  charged  my  mind  with  names  and  with  dates. 

Question.  Name  the  counties,  then.    That  is  more  accessible  as  a  general  proposition. 

Answer.  I  reside  in  Madison  County. 

Question.  Well,  how  many  of  that  sort  do  you  know  in  Madison  f 

An^iDcr.  I  know  of  frequent  murders  there. 

Question.  Secret  murders  or  public,  known  m'urdeie  f 

Answer.  Generally  known  as  murders  committed  by  disguised  men. 

Question.  Those  disguised  men  were  unknown,  I  suppose? 

Answer,  lu  some  instances,  and  in  other  counties,  many  of  them  have  been  arrested 
and  brought  before  the  courts. 

Question.  Name  any  of  the  parties  in  your  own  county  of  Madison  who  have  been 
arrested. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  give  you  tlie  names. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Madison  County  t 

Answer.  1  have  lived  there  five  years  and  eight  months,  with  the  exception— 

Question.  All  the  time  you  have  been  in  Alabama  you  have  lived  in  Madison  Connty  f 

Answer.  With  the  exception  of  about  nine  or  teu  months,  when  I  was  absent  and 
stopping  at  Montgomery.  But  my  family  has  resided  in  the  city  of  Huntsville  ever 
since  I  located  in  the  State. 

Question.  Now,  in  all  the  long  period  of  time  during  which  you  have  resided  in  Madi- 
son County,  with  the  exception  stated,  you  cannot  name  a  single  person  who  faae  been 
arrested  for  a  murder  who  has  escaped  in  consequence  of  failure  of  the  authoritiee  to 
prosecute  him.    Do  I  understand  you  correctly  to  say  that  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  of  some  whose  names  were  brought  before  the  grand  Jury, 
and  who  were  reported  to  have  been  indicted,  and  bail  ffiven. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  it«that  they  w;ere  indicted  and  bail  given  t 

Answer.  Some  two  years  ago, 

Question.  Who  was  the  prosecutor  of  that  county! 

Answer.  Mr.  Day. 

Question.  A  democrat  or  a  republican  f 

Answer'.  1  do  not  know  what  his  political  status  is. 

Question.  Who  is  the  judge! 

Answer.  Judge  Haroldson. 

Question.  Is  ho  a  democrat  or  republican  f 

Answer.  He  is  a  republican. 

Question.  Were  the  witnesses  recognized  by  the  court  to  appear  after  the  grand  jmiy 
indicted  those  parties? 

Answer.  I  have  not  been  very  conversant  with  the  courts;  I  have  Seldom  ever 
attended  them.  I  hear  what  is  goin^  on  when  I  am  in  the  neighborhood^  and  in  the 
place ;  but  it  has  never  been  my  business  to  follow  up  the  courts.  I  know  m)m  gen^ml 
information  the  jreneral  fact — iiie  single  fact  that  I  have  stated — that  numerous  mnrd^rs 
have  been  committed. 

Question.  In  Madison  County  f 

Answer.  In  North  Alabama ;  several  in  Madison  County ;  and  I  have  never  known  or 
heard  of  an  instance  of  conviction  and  punishment. 

Question.  That  being  the  general  fact,  as  you  state,  that  you  have  heard  of  several 
murders  in  Madison  County,  and  never  have  known  a  prosecution  successfully  carried 
on  to  conviction  or  acquittal,  you  therefore  infer  that  there  is  some  inefficiency  in  the 
administration  of  the  law  there ;  is  that  the  state  of  your  mindf 

Ansu)er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  cannot  recollect  a  single  instance  of  a  murder  committed  theore, 
either  secret  or  public,  where  the  parties  were  arrested,  and  there  has  been  a  Cftllme  to 
prosecute  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  any  such  instance;  I  have  no  personal  knowledge. 

Question.  I  am  asking  you  now  about  your  oninion  f 

Answer.  The  general  opinion  is  that  no  man  has  been  convicted  and  pmusbed. 

Question.  That  is  the  general  idea  you  have  got  f 

Ansu^er.  That  is  the  general  idea. 

Ques^n.  You  have  had  a  night's  rest,  and  probably  have  been  thinking  over  tbe  tes- 
timony you  gave  yesterday ;  have  you  been  trying  to  tax  your  memory  in  order  to 
recollect  some  of  those  prominent  men — democrats — ^you  met  in  traveling  your  circuit 
there,  who  told  you  of  the  existence,  or  the  proposed  formation;  of  the  Ku-Klnx  Klan  T 
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Amwer.  Thev  did  not  name  tbe  Ea-Klox  Elan. 

Question.  Well,  they  described  it  as  yon  stated ;  they  did  not  gire  it  a  name,  hut  they 
ddSCTibed  what  yon  understood  afterwaid  to  be  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Annoer.  I  have  not  taxed  my  mind  in  that  direction. 

Queaiion.  Will  you  please  do  so  now  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  give  you  a  name. 

QueHUm.  You  say  these  men  knew  you  were  a  nortiiem  Methodist  preacher  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  did  not  know  that. 

Question,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  they  understood  you  were  a  traveling  preadier  t 

Answer.  Yes ;  but  I  did  not  name  <^  what  denomination ;  I  said  that  I  was  a  Method- 
ist preacher. 

Question.  You  stated  that  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  not  ask  you  whether  you  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Church  Bouth 
or  North  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  made  no  inquiry  of  that  sort  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuesHmi.  Did  yon  not  know  that  they  knew,  some  way  or  other,  that  you  were  a 
northern  man,  and  a  preacher  of  the.  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  f 

Answer.  They  may  nave  detected  it  from  my  conversation. 

Question.  At  any  rate,  you  informed  them  that  you  were  a  Methodist  Episcopal 
preacher  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  did  not  inquire  whether  yon  belonged  to  their  side  or  the  northern 
side? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  of  these  dozen  prominent  democrats  you  do  not  now  recollect. the  name 
of  one  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  met  them  sinoe  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  traveled  in  the  same  neigbboriiood  since? 

Answer.  No,  sir  j  not  in  the  direction  of  those  persons  with  whom  I  put  up  at  that 
time.  That  was  in  a  section  of  the  State  not  included  in  my  district  since,  and  I  have 
not  traveled  through  that  part  of  it. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  beard  of  those  men  sinee  ? 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  You  never  heard  their  names  mentioned  by  anybody  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  kno^p  that  I  have. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  James  Dorman,  who  was  from  We- 
tampka,  who  was  whipped  and  run  off  in  1870  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  preaeherf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  a  member  of  the  Alabama  oonjforence,  and  has  been  for  sev- 
eral years. 

Question,  Did  you  know  him  personally? 

AfUfwer.  I  knew  him  personally  and  intimately. 

Question.  What  is  the  character  of  the  man  ? 

Answer.  He  is  a  very  quiet^  i>atient,  peaceable  man,  so  far  as  ever  I  have  known. 
He  traveled  under  me  one  year.  He  is  a  man  of  irreproachable  character,  and  of  a 
very  mild,  quiet  disposition. 

Question.  He  is  a  man  of  good  character,  you  say  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  badly  beaten  ? 

Answer.  From  his  own  statement  in  the  paper,  and  from  the  report  of  his  presiding 
elder  in  a  private  letter  to  me,  I  learned  that  he  was  badly  beaten. 

QpesUon.  By  disguised  men  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  disffuised  or  not. 

Question.  Was  there  a  number  of  men  eugs^ed  in  tbe  oatraffe? 

Anewer.  I  think  there  were  about  nine ;  1  think  he  so  stated  in  his  publication  of  it. 

Question.  Where  did  that  occur  ? 

Answer.  It  occurred  in  Tallapoosa  Cotmty,  on  the  Tallapoosa  River,  near  the  factory 
of  Tallacy. 

Question.  Did  he  know  any  of  the  parties  who  were  engaged  in  oommitting  the  out- 
rage upon  him  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  seen  him  sinee  that. 
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Question,  Ton  say  yon  had  an  ac<^ant  of  it  in  some  way  from  his  pretddiug  elder  t^ 

An»wer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  he  not  state  by  whom  it  was  done  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  but  I  judged  from  the  letter  which  I  received  from  his  presiding 
elder  that  the  parties  were  recognized  by  him  from  the  fact  that  they  were  arrested 
and  had  an  examination,  and  the  presiding  elder  was  present  at  that  examination.  I 
presume  the  parties  were  recognized  and  arrested. 

Question,  Did  the  presiding  elder  give  yon  any  account  of  the  result  of  that  inqui- 
sition ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  left  the  trial  before  any  verdict  was  rendered^  and  I  have  not 
since  heard  what  the  result  was. 

Question.  H6w  many  persons  were  arrested ;  did  he  tell  you  f 

Anstver.  He  did  not*say. 

QtiestUm,  Tou  spoke  yesterday  of  three  negroes  who  were  hung  on  the  bridge  at 
Tuscumbia,  among  whom  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Johnson,  a  leading  colored  man 
there. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  the  crime  for  which  they  were  hung ;  what  was  the  allege 
tiou;  if  any,  against  them  ? 

Anstcer.  They  were  suspected,  so  it  was  reported,  of  a  conspiracy  to  bum  the  town ; 
that  statement  was  made  in  palliation. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  the  burning  actually  took  place,  or  whether  any 
part  of  the  town  was  burned  ? 

Answer.  No  part  of  the  town  was  burned  or  fired,  and  no  eflfort  that  was  known  by 
any  one  was  made  on  their  part  to  fire  the  town. 

<^uestion.  Do  you  not  know  the&ct  to  be  that  they  were  hung  for  burning  the  female 
school  building  f 

Answer,  In  Tuscnmbia  ? 

Question,  Yes. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  fsict, 

Question,  Do  you  not  know  the  fact  to  be  that  the  large  school  building  there  was 
burned  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know  tiie  &ct  that  it  was  homed  at  that  time ;  if  it  was 
burned  at  any  time,  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  How  long  do  you  say  you  have  lived  in  Madison  County  f 

Answer.  Five  years  and  eight  months ;  that  is,  my  family  have  lived  there  all  that 
time ;  part  of  one  year  I  was  absent  in  Montgomery,  but  my  family  have  resided  in 
HuntsviUe  ever  since  I  entered  the  State. 

Question*  How  long  have  you  resided  there  yourself? 

Answer,  All  of  th&t  time,  with  the  exception  of  some  eight  or  nine  months. 

Question-,  Have  there  been  any  murders  committed  in  the  country  other  than  those 
committed  by  disguised  men  or  bands  of  men ;  any  such  murders  as  ore  ordinarily  com- 
mitted in  other  communities  in  the  North  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  of  an  instance ;  I  do  not  remember  an  instance. 

Question.  You  do  not  remember  an  instance  of  a  murder  committed  in  that  eoooty 
during  that  time  except  by  disguised  men,  or  men  in  bands  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Then,  of  course,  there  could  have  been  no  conviction  for  such  a  murder. 
You  stated  that  there  was  no  conviction  for  such  murders ;  and  if  they  have  not 
occurred,  there  could  have  been  no  conviction.  Has  there  been  any  laxness  in  prose- 
cuting men  for  ordinary  crimes,  such  as  thefts,  assault  and  batteries,  &c.,  in  the 
courts  of  the  county  ? 

Answer.  1  should  think  there  has  been ;  I  think  the  ordinary  amount  of  arrests  fund 
convictions  and  punishments 

Question.  Have  occurred  for  ordinary  crimes  ? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  you  did  not  understand  my  question.  What  I  meant  was,  has  there 
been  any  remissness  in  the  courts  in  punishing  ordinary  crimes  outside  of  the  political 
crimes  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  has  been ;  I  have  not  heard  of  any  complaint  in 
that  regaitl. 

Question,  Then,  when  you  say  that  the  courts  have  been  remiss  in  enforcing  the 
laws,  you  mean  to  be  understood  as  applying  that  remark  to  that  class  of  crimes  com- 
monly known  as  Ku-Klux  offenses  f 

Anstoer,  That  is  my  meaning. 

Question.  Not  as  to  others  ? 

Anstver,  No,  sir,  not  as  to  others,  nor  as  to  civil  suits. 

Question,  Are  colored  men  prosecuted  for  crimes  which  they  commit  f 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  large  number  of  inBtancea.  of  proaecation  against 
them? 

Answer.  I  shonld  think  theBe  had  been  quite  a  number. 

Qnestion,  Are  ordinary  offenses  agaiust  colored  men,  such  as  assault  and  battery  upon 
them,  and  ofieuses  a^inst  their  property,  prosecuted  in  the  courts  with  any  vigor  ? 

Anstcer.  I  should  think  so,  about  ordinarily. 

J  Question,  Ton  mean  then  to  apply  your  remark  only  to  the  class  of  crimes  commonly 
ed  Ku-KIux  crimes. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir! 

QuesUon,  Do  you  know  whether  it  is  the  habit  of  these  Ku-Klux—- denominating 
them  by  that  general  name — to  allege  crimes  against  men  whom  they  mean  to  attack ; 
to  put  out  false  reports  against  them  T 

Answer,  The  colored  people  claim  that,  but  whether  it  is  true  or  f^se  I  do  not  know. 

QMestion,  You  hear  that  sentiment  expressed  by  the  colored  people  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  pretext. 

Question,  That  when  they  mean  to  attack  a  man  they  first  begin  to  accuse  him  of 
something  fiEilsely  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  Have  any  of  your  preachers  been  thus  accused  and  slandered  ?    • 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  have  known  ot' 

Question.  You  have  not  heard  of  them  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Qiustion.  In  regard  to  this  ezt^isive  Journey  of  which  you  spoke,  which  yon  made  in 
1867, 1  believe  you  did  not  state  fhlly  why  you  made  it  or  how  you  made  it.  Why  was 
not  that  business  done  by  the  ordinary  communications  through  the  mails  ? 

Answer.  It  was  a  time  of  great  excitement  and  great  confhsion,  about  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  State  constitution.  The  mails  were  obstructed,  and  it  was  next  to  im- 
possible to  set  any  communication  through  the  mails  to  our  preachers.  If  drafts  were 
lorwarded  m  many  instances,  or  in  several  instances,  they  were  abstracted,  and  the 
money  lost,  or  our  pi  eachors  were  subjected  to  great  trouble.  No  money  could  be 
received  by  them  without  a  tabular  report  from  each  presiding  elder  in  regard  to  his 
district.  I  was  sent  out  on  a  roving  commission,  with  the  moneys  of  the  conference,  to 
distribute  it  to  the  presiding  elders  if  they  could  be  found,  or  to  the  preachers  if  the 

S residing  elders  could  not  be  fi>nnd.f  Henoe  I  traveled  widespread,  zigzag,  over  the 
tato.  • 

Question,  How  did  you  go  f 

Answer.  I  dressed  in  very  plain  costume — the  costume  of  the  countiy — and  rode  a  mule. 
My  appearance  was  not  very  prepossessing  as  I  traveled  through  the  country. 

Question.  You  did  not  travel  then  openly,  except  to  those  you  had  business  with :  that 
is,  not  openly  in  your  capacity  as  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  f 

Answer.  1  traveled  only  to  those  points  where  duty  called  me,  and  did  not  appear  in 
the  character  of  a  minister,  except  that,  where  I  staid  at  night,  I  represented  myself  as 
a  minister  of  the  gospel. 

i^^tesOon,  What  was  your  dress  f 

Answer.  Common  jeans. 

Question.  The  domestic  Jeans  of  the  country  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  rode  a  mule  f 

Anower.  Yes,  sir.  * 

Question.  What  kind  of  a  hat  did  you  wear  f 

Anstcer,  A  soft  slouch  hat. 

QuesiHon,  With  a  wide  brim  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  an  apprehension,  on  the  part  of  persons,  of  danger  in 
informing  against  the  Ku-Klux.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  where  persons  have 
been  ponished  by  the  Ku-Klux  for  any  information  they  have  given  them  f 

Aniwor.  There  was  a  case ;  it  must  have  been  one  of  credibility,  though  I  did  not  know 
it  myself;  I  did  not  see  the  parties ;  I  did  not  know  anything  about  it ;  but  traveliUfip 
through  the  country  I  heard  it  from  various  points  that  ]>ersons  were  in  danger,  and 
that  in  the  case  of  almost  every  whipping  they  were  threatened  with  summary  punish- 
ment or  hanging,  if  they  repoited  their  t^ing  whipped. 

Quetiion,  You  say  there  was  one  case;  what  was  that  case  t 

Answer.  A  lady  in  Blount  County  was  whipped  very  severely,  and  the  cause  reported 
was,  that  she  had  informed  of  persons  whom  sue  saw  dresBing  in  Ku-Klux  disguise,  had 
ftamed  the  parties,  and  they  beat  her  on  that  account. 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Questum,  What  was  her  namet 
Answer.  I  thiuk  her  name  was  Mrs.  Riddle. 
Qaest\(m.  In  what  part  of  Blount  County  did  she  reside  f 

Anstoer,  On  Sand  Mountain,  in  Blount  County,  not  far  from  the  line  of  Mawhall 
County.    That  is  my  information. 

By  Mr,  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Was  she  badly  beaten ;  what  was  the  effect  of  the  whipping  f 

Answer.  My  information  was  this :  She  was  thinly  dressed,  and  they  whipped  her 
with  hickory  withes,  and  the  gashes  cut  through  the  abdominal  wall;  and  she  was 
thrown  in  a  ravine  in  a  helpless  condition. 

Question.  Did  she  diet 

Answer.  That  is  the  report,  that  she  died  of  her  injuries 

Question.  When  was  thatf 

Anstver.  I  think' that  was  in  the  fall  of  1868. 

Queslion.  Has  there  been,  to  your  knowledge,  any  retaliation,  or  any  attempt  at 
retaliation,  against  the  Ku-Klux  in  Alabama,  especially  on  the  t  part  of  the  colored 
people  T 

Answer.  Nothing  that  I  have  known  personally.  I  learned,  from  what  I  suppose  to 
be  competent  authority,  that  in  one  instance  they  did  retaliate,  and  drove  a  man  fiom 
his  premises ;  probably  burned  his  out-houses,  or  some  portion  of  his  buildinga. 

Question.  Was  that  at  the  time  when  they  were  attacked  or  afterward  t 

Anstoer.  Afterward. 

By"  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Why  do  you  say  '^  probably  they  bamed ;''  do  you  not  know  the  £EU3t  whether 
they  burned  or  not  ? 
Answer.  I  say  probably  they  burned ;  that  was  the  report. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Burned  some  of  his  out-houses  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  say  **probably"  because  it  is  a  report ;  I  do  not  know  it  personally. 

Qwistwn.  Are  not  the  colored  people  in  the  majority  in  some  of  the  counties  in  Ala- 
bama? 

Answer.  I  think  not;  in  the  town  of  Hantsville,  I  believe  the  census  gave  7,000  as 
the  number  of  inhabitants,  and  there  is  a  fraction,  of  a  white  majority. 

Question.  In  Northern  Alabama  I  suppose  it  may  not  be  th%case  f 

Answer.  Did  you  say  Southern  Alabama  T 

Question.  I  spoke  of  Alabama  generally. 

Answer.  I  believe  there  is  qaite  an  excess  of  colored  population  in  some  of  the  soutL- 
em  counties,  and  in  the  middle  belt  of  Alabama. 

Question.  Do  you  know  why  they  have  not  attempted  retaliation,  or  made  some  effort 
at  general  resistance  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  do.  The  friends  of  the  colored  people,  in  every  instance  where 
they  have  had  any  intimation  of  their  design  or  purpose  or  threat  to  retaliate,  have 
hela  them  in  check  and  advised  them  otherwise.  > 

Question.  Has  that  been  the  course  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  ministers  there  f 

Ansicer.  In  all  cases.  I  have  myself  in  all  instances  urged  them  to  industry,  economy, 
fidelity,  and  especially  (and  that  I  have  enforced  with  all  my  power)  to  courtesy  ana 
kind  treatment  of  their  old  masters. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Have  you  never  heard  of  any  inflammatory  or  incendiary  speeches  being 
made^to  negroes  in  Alabama  by  white  men  from  the  North ;  have  you  never  heafd  of 
such  things  f 

Answer.  I  have ;  but  1  have  always  repudiated  such  things,  and  every  honest,  true 
man  has  done  so,  and  they  have  predominated  and  held  them  in  check. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  negro  outrages  in  Alabama  within  the  tim^  about 
which  you  have  been  testifying  T 

Anstcer.  I  have  not  known  of  any.  Oh  !  I  have  known  of  petty  thieving,  and  that 
class  of  misdemeanors,  common  to  the  colored  people,  but  no  outrage. 

Questum.  Nothing  more  than  that  ? 

Ansicer.  Nothing  more  than  that. 

Question.  When  jou  say  you  returned  to  Huntsville  after  this  journey  in  which  you 
had  the  conversation  with  these  prominent  democrats,  you  ascertained  that  theie  bod 
been  formed  a  society  that  corresponded  with  the  remarks  made  by  these  men  f 

Ansu}er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  heard  of  any  outrages  committed  by' them  at  that  jtime  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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QuesUon,  Well,  it  stnick  yoa  as  renMrkable,  did  it  not— I  think  I  nnderstood  yon  to 
ny  so— the  ooincidenoe  between  the  remarks  made  by  these  men  and  the  form  of  the 
Kn-Klnx-Klan,  which  yon  heard  of  when  yon  ret«med  home— stmok  you  as  sometliing 
remarkable ;  was  not  that  a  subject  of  remark  between  y<m  and  your  friends  there  ? 

Amwer.  At  the  time  ? 

Quevtian,  Tes,  si^. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  eyer  gave  utterance  to  the  sentiment  until  a  number 
of  years  afterward. 

Question.  Never  mentioned  the  flMst  f  * 

Anstctr.  From  the  fact  that  I  kept  myself  very  close  and  careful. 

Question.  Yon  had  private  and  confideutittl  friends  there— republicans,  ministers,  &,c., 
had  you  not  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  named  the  fact  or  communicated  it. 

Question.  Why,  you  were  not  afraid  to  communicate  that  fact  to  those  men  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  if  it  had  occurred  to  mo,  and  if  it  had  been  the  subject  of  conver- 
sation, I  do  not  Imow  that  I  should  have  hesitated. 

Question.  You  are  certain  now  that  you  never  talked  with  any  body  about  it  at  that 
timef 

Answer.  Not  at  that  time,  that  I  have  any  recollection  of. 

Question.  You  have  since  that  time  T 

Answer.  I  may  have  named  it  to  a  few  individuals. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  you  did  or  not  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  now  that  I  have. 

Question,  How  long  ago  was  it  that  it  took  place  f 

Ansufer.  In  1867. 

Question.  If  I  understood  your  description  of  the  general  state  of  afifaiiB  in  Alabama, 
there  would  be  as  much  danger  in  communicating  these  facts  now  as  there  would  have 
been  then  ? 

Answer.  When  I  left  home  the  state  of  feeling  was  no  better  t^an  it  has  been  at  any 
time  since  I  have  been  there. 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  16, 1871, 
Governor  ROBEKT  B.  LINDSAY  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  are  at  present  governor  of  Alabama? 

Answer.  I  am. 

.  Question.  Please  state  the  knowledge  which  you  have,  as  acting  executive  of  that 
State  and  also  as  a  citizen  of  the  State^  of  its  condition,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the'  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  and  the  security  of  life  and  property  there.  , 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  my  information  as  a  citizen  is  somewhat  extensive.  Prior  to  my 
election  as  governor  I  was  a  practicing  attorney  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  my  circuit  extending  over  tivo  ox  more  counties.  I  have  thus  been  enabled 
to  ascertain  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  true  condition  of  that  section  of  the  State, 
particularly. 

Question.  What  are  those  counties  f 

Answer,  They  are  the  northern  tier  of  counties,  comprising  Lauderdale,  Colbert, 
Franklin,  Lawrence,  Morgan,  Limestone,  and  also  Madison,  where  I  have  practiced  in 
the  Federal  court.  As  the  executive  of  tne  State  of  Alabama  my  information  I  conceive 
to  be  very  considerable,  derived  from  all*portions  of  the  State,  not  only  voluntary  in- 
fbrmation,  but  information  solicited  by  myself  from  leading  citizens  in  the  different 
sections  of  the  State.  The  peculiar  condition  of  the  country,  its  political  condition, 
prompted  me  to  make  my  inquiries  very  thorough  and  very  general.  Ui)on  that  in- 
formation I  am  prepared  to  say  that  in  regard  to  the  security  of  life,  person,  and  prop- 
erty, the  Stiite  of  Alabama  to-day  will  compare  favorably  with  its  condition  in  any 
year  or  any  x)eriod  since  its  formation  as  a  government. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  ; 

Question.  Which  government  ? 

Answer.  The  government  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Quesiion.  Under  the  late  constitution  of  the  State? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  since  1819.    I  have  ma<le  inquiries  of  the  leading  members  of  the^ 
bar,  and  of  the  oldest  citizens  of  the  State  from  various  portions  of  the  State,  men  emi- 
nent in  their  profession  and  of  large  and  extensive  practice ;  and  they  have  invariably 
©oncurred  with  me  in  that  regard.    I  will  not  say  that  the  peace  and  good  order  of 
Alabama  is  Utopian,  at  all ;  that  I  do  not  mean  to  say.    There  are  violations  of  the  law 
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there ;  crimes  of  the  most  agsravated  character  have  been  committed  within  the  limlitB 
of  the  State.  Human  wickeojiees  is  there  jost  as  it  is  everyivhere,  firom  the  highest  to 
the  li>weBt  graded  of  civilization.  But  when  I  speak  as  1  do,  I  speak  with  regard  to  the 
entire  State  and  the  aggregate  amount  of  crime  within  the  State.  In  the  portion  of 
the  State  in  which  I  uve,  our  criminal  docket  will  show  not  only  fewer  crimes,  but 
marvelously  few,  within  the  last  two  or  three  years.  The  people  of  what  we  call  the 
white  regions  of  North  Alabama  have  been  less  addicted  to  the  use  of  liquor  than  they 
were  prior  to  the  late  war.  There  have  been  fewer  personal  feuds;  there  have  been 
fewer  fights;  fewer  assaults  and  battery;  fewer  murders,  killings,  homicides,  than  at 
any  time  before  during  the  eighteen  years  I  have  practiced  at  the  bar  there. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  part  of  Alabama  do  you  embrace  within  the  "  white  remons  f ' 

Answer.  We  have  three  belts  of  Alabama.  Wliat  is  called  the  northern  belt,  bounded 
on  the  north  by  the  State  of  Teuuessee,  and  of  a  width  oi  one  hundred  miles,  perhaps 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  to  the  southern  slope  of  the  Cumberland  Mountains ; 
that  we  call  the  mountain,  or  white,  re^on  of  Alabama.  Subsequent  to  the  war,  when 
the  armies  were  disbanded,  there  were  in  the  mountain  regions  of  North  Alabama  many 
men  wiUiout  occupation,  to  a  great  extent  lawless  and — well,  I  do  not  know  precisely 
how  to  express  it — without  any  object  whatever  in  view.  And  although  not  per- 
sonally cognizant  of  auy  of  the  facts,  yet  from  hearsay  I  have  no  doubt  that  at  that 
time  there  were  many  outrages  committed.  In  other  words,  thev  took  the  law  in  their 
own  hands.  When  they  had  a  personal  quarrel  or  a  {personal  difiiculty  in  regard  to 
property  or  anything  else,  they  took  the  law  into  their  own  hands  and  sought  their 
revenges  in  that  way.  That  condition  of  things  has  passed  away,  I  think ;  happily  so 
for  the  State  of  Alabama. .  I  think  that  peace  and  good  will  to  a  great  extent  prevail 
in  Alabama.  I  think  it  has  greatly  improved,  from  a  variety  of  circumstances  that 
perhaps  it  would  take  too  long  to  enumerate. 

Question.  Whatever  general  statement  you  wish  to  make  in  answer  to  the  general 
question  which  I  have  put,  I  would  prefer,  and  so  doubtless  would  the  other  members 
of  the  committee,  that  ^ovl  would  go  on  and^  complete  it  before  any  other  questions 
are  put  to  you. 

Answer.  I  can  only  speak  in  general  terms.  I  think  that  for  the  last  two  or  three 
years  the  supremacy  of  the  law  nas  been  gradually  growing  upon  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
pie ;  that  lawlessness,  in  whatever  form  it  now  appears,  is  very  promptly  condemned  hy 
the  leading  and  influential  citizens  of  the  country.  That,  I  think,  has  had  a  very  happy 
efiect  upon  these  wild,  reckless,  wicked  men  who  had  neither  the  fear  of  God  nor  man 
in  their  hea];]ts ;  such  men  as  appear  in  all  countries.  They  were  few,  comparatively 
few,  in  Alabama,  but  still  they  existed  there.  I  would  say  tnat  no  man  who  is  an  hon- 
est man  need  have  any  fear  but  he  will  have  protection  tnere,  not  only  the  protection 
of  the  law,  but  the  moral  and  social  protection  of  the  people  of  Alabama.  I  will  aiiy 
further,  that  I  care  not  where  he  may  come  from,  I  care  not  what  political  creed  he  may 
entertain,  his  industry  and  his  energy  will  receive  encouragement  from  the  people  w 
Alabama;  he  will  be  welcomed  in  their  midst,  and  they  wilT  defend  him  as  readily  as 
\hey  will  defend  one  of  the  oldest  citizens  of  the  State.  But  on  the  other  hand,  neither 
a  man  who  is  a  native,  nor  a  man  who  is  an  immigrant  into  the  State,  who  is  there  as 
a  disturber  of  the  peace,  neither  of  them  can  be  welcomed  socially  or  in  auy  other 
way  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  Alabama.  I  am  not  now  speakiug  from  mere  theorv ; 
I  ain  speaking  m>m  personal  observation  upon  this  subject.  We  nave  settlers  in  toe 
northern  section  of  Alabsuna  of  all  political  parties  and  from  every  State  in  the  Union ; 
we  have  active  republicans,  and  we  have  active  democrats;  they  are  men  of  industry ; 
they  brought  means  with  tnem,  they  are  men  of  families,  and  I  have  never  hew^  of 
a  hair  of  uie  head  of  one  of  them,  although  a  republican,  being  touched.  I  have  seen 
them  come  into  court,  at  my  request,  and  go  the  bail  of  colored  men  who  were  working 
for  them ;  there  was  no  objection  to  it ;  they  were  rather  commended  for  it.  There  are 
men,  however,  who  have  come  there,  and  the  very  moment  they  set  their  feet  upon  the 
soil  they  became  disturbers  of  the  peace.  Those  men  received  no  countenance  what- 
^  ever ;  they  were  men  without  fortune,  some  of  them  without  families,  and  they  seemed 
to  have  no  object  in  view  but  an  expectation  of  being  able  to  live  upon  the  political 
changes  that  were  going  on  in  the  country.  While  I  say  that  thero  have  been — ^not  to 
my  personal  knowledge,  but  I  have  heard  of  them  —occasional  insults  and  aasaalts 
made  by  men  upon  new  comers,  I  cannot  deny  them,  for  I  have  heard  them,  tiiongh 
I  have  never  seen  one  personally,  yet  they  have  never,  to  my  knowledge,  received  (be 
sauction  of  the  good  part  of  the  community,  but  have  always  receiv43  their  condem- 
nation. Those  assaults  and  insults  have  been  peipetrated  by  young  men,  regardless 
of  consequences  to  themselves,  and  entirely  regardless  of  the  welfare  of  the  oommn- 
nities  in  which  thej  live.  That  condition  of  afifairs,  however,  has  to  a  great  degree 
passed  away ;  I  may  say  has  almost  entirely  passed  away.  I  think  the  committee  are 
as  well  aware  as  I  am  of  the  condition  of  deling  among  the  people  immediately  after 
the  war;  they  were  afloat  to  a  certain  extent.    The  committee  are  also  aware  of  the 
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ftelkig  that  Tras  sromed  ftt  ibe  time  ^  the  passage  by  Congress  of  the  reeonstraotion 
meaMne.  But  that  has  all  passed  away,  aod  the  people  are  now,  both  yonng  and  .old, 
begiuiiiig  to  recognifle  a  Btai>le  oonditioii  of  affairs. 

Qua^on,  Does  uiat  complete  the  general  statement  yoa  desire  to  make  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  nnless  questions  are  pnt  to  me  npon  particular  points. 

Question.  Yon  think,  then,  that  in  the  courts  of  the  State  of  Alabama  the  civil  rights 
of  iXk  penons,  without  regard  to  race  or  color,  can  be  adeqnibtely  protected  and  secure  f 

Answer,  I  do,  sir. 

Qmeetisn^  You  think  that  in  all  oases  of  prosecution  fcfr  crime  Justice  can  be  admin- 
ifltered  against  all  offiBuders? 

Answer.  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that  the  juries  of  that  State  will  render  ver- 
dicts according  to  the  law  and  the  evidence  with  as  much  honesty  and  fidelity  to-day 
as  they  wtmld  have  done  at  any  time  in  the  history  of  the  State.  And  I  may  add  here 
that  in  my  section  of  the  State  the  colored  man  has  been  especially  the  recipient  of 
oaie  and  watchftilness  on  the  part  of  the  circuit  judges  in  that  country. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  existence,  either  heretofore  or  at  the  pres- 
enk  time,  of  the  organization  popularly  known  as  the  Kn-Klux  Klan;  and  of  the  offenses 
alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  that  organization  f 

Answer.  I  hove  no  i>er8onal  knowledge  of  any  organization  of  Ku-Klux ;  I  have  no 
necBonal  knowledge  either  of  that  order  or  any  other  organization  of  that  character, 
nurther  than  the  mmors  that  prevail  with  regard  to  them.  I  saw  but  once  five  dis* 
guised  men ;  I  saw  them  on  the  streets  of  my  home.. 

QueeHon.  What  town  was  that  ? 

Atuwer.  Tuscumbia.  They  passed  through  the  town  one  night ;  they  were  on  horses, 
and  they  rode  through  the  streets  without  stopping ;  and  that  was  the  first  and  last  I 
ever  saw  in  disguise.  That  was,  I  think,  some  time  in  1868 ;  I  wi^  not  be  positive  with 
reffard  to  the  year.  Beyond  that,  personally,  I  have  no  knowledge  of  them.  All  that 
I  know  with  regard  to  the  Eu-Klux  organization  has  been  from  hearsay. 

QnesHon.  As  you  saw  those  men,  please  describe  what  was  the  appearance  of  their 
di^aise  f 

Answer.  Beally  I  paid  very  little  attention  to  them  ;  I  cared  very  little  about  them. 
I  think  they  had  on  black  gowns  of  some  kind ;  it  was  in  the  night ;  I  could  not  really 
describe  them  with  any  acouracj^,    I  do  not  remember  whether  they  had  white  masks  • 
or  black  ones.    My  recollection  is  that  they  were  dressed  in  some  black  stuff. 

Question.  Were  their  faces  masked  f 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  they  were ;  but  I  paid  very  little  attention  to  them. 

Questiom.  And  they  had  loose  gowns  on  their  persons  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QmsiUn.  Were  they  on  horseback  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHoH.  Were  they  armed? 

Atmwer.  Not  that  I  saw ;  they  were  at  some  diertance  from  me,  some  thirty  or  forty 
yards.    I  repeat  that  I  paid  very  little  attention  to  them. 

QnesHon.  Were  their  horses  also  covered  with  a  covering  f 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

QnesHon.  At  what  time  in  the  nicht  did  they  appear  t 

Answer.  About  an  hour  afl>er  dai^,  7  or  8  o'clock.    Really  we  thought  it  was  a  lot  of ' 
wild  boys  of  the  town,  who  had  got  themselves  up  in  this  way,  and  nence  I  paid  very 
little  attention  to  them. 

Qnestiofi.  Did  ^ou  hear  of  any  violence  committed  at  that  time  by  persons  in  disgmse-f ' 

Answer.  No.  sir. 

Question.  That  is  the  only  instance  in  which  you  have  seen  any  persons  in  disguise  f ' 

Amwer.  That  is  the  only  instance. 

Qneitian.  Is  your  information  such  as  to  satisfy  you  that  there  was  an  organization 
of  that  character,  in  that  part  of  the  State,  or  in  any  other,  which  did  iimlot  chas- 
tisement or  injury  upon  persons  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  that  they  existed  as  an  organization. 

Qmestion.  Did  you  make  such  inquiry  as  to  satisfy  yourself  whether  they  did  or  not  f ' 

Answer.  Well,  no ;  no  special  inquiry,  farther  than  general  conversations  on  the 
streets.  I  never  inquired  of  any  one,  I  will  say  that  I  never  knew  any  one,  that  I 
eonld  identify  as  belonging  to  the  organization.  No  one  ever  comnmnicated  to  me  ^e 
fact  that  he  belonged  to  it. 

Question.  What  was  the  result  of  such  examination  as  you  made,  or  such  informa- 
tioD  as  yon  had ;  did  it  satisfy  you  of  the  existence  of  such  an  organization  f 

Answer.  My  impression  at  the  time  was  that  there  was  an  organization  of  some  kind ; 
what  it  was  I  did  not  know. 

Question.  What  was  the  mode  of  operations  oi  that  organization,  so  far  as  your  in- 
mootfon  wentf 

Answer.  1  am  entirely  ignorant  of  that.  I  will  state  here  as  explanatory  of  that,  per- 
haps, that  at  a  very  early  day,  when  the  reports  got  out  that  there  was  such  an  orgaa- 
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izatioD}  I  took  strong  grooud  of  opposition  to  it,  pablidy  expreeaed  myself  against  Mif> 
thing  like  a  politick  organization.  I  conceived  that  I  had  to  fight  the  same  kind  of 
fight  against  that  organization  that  I  had  fought  against  Know-Nothingism  in  the 
olden  times.    Hence  they  never  communicated  any  facts  to  me. 

Qrmtion.  I  am  not  speaking  of  facts  communicated  to  you  by  members  of  tho  orgmor 
ization,  but  of  information  derived  by  you  in  your  official  capacity,  or  as  a  citozed , 
which  led  to  a  conclusion  in  your  own  mind  as  to  whether  offenses  were  committed  by 
an  organization  of  that  kind. 

Answer.  The  general  report  was  that  the  Ku-Klux  of  that  time  committed  outrages. 

Question,  Of  what  character,  and  upon  whom  were  they  committed  f 

Answer.  As  I  say,  I  do  not  know  anything  further  about  them  than  by  general  report. 
It  was  sometimes  reported  that  they  had  whipped  a  negro ;  sometimes  that  they  had 
whipped  a  white  man.  I  think,  according  to  the  information,  it  was  s^nt  equal  as  to 
the  two  races.  I  remember  that  there  was  a  report  that  they  had  taken  out  a  white 
man  an^  whipped  him.  I  do  not  know  what  his  name  was ;  and  then  there  waa  a 
report  that\hey  had  taken  out  a  colored  men  and  whipped  him. 

Question.  How  early,  or  at  what  time,  did  you  hear  reports  of  that  character? 

Ansy}er.  That  was  back  in  1867  and  1868 ;  I  think  it  was  in  1867. 

QuesUan.  How  recently  have  you  heard  of  any  offenses  of  that  character  being  oom- 
mitted? 

Answer.  The  last  offense — I  believe  that  was  the  last — that  I  heard  of  in  my  section,  I 
defended  them. 

Question.  When  was  that  f 

Answer.  That  was  about  two  years  ago.    There  were  four  colored  men  who  disguised 
themselves  and  whipped  one  of  their  own  race  nearly  to  death.    I  defended  them  and 
got  them  off  on  the  plea  that  the^  were  ip;norant  of  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Alabama  , 
with  regard  to  Ku-Kliixism,  or  going  in  disguise ;  I  got  them  off  with  a  small  fine. 

Question.  You  refer  to  the  district  in  whidi  you  practice  professionally  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  all  my  personal  knowledge  of  that  case,  that  I  defended 
them. 

Question.  What  is  the  last  case  of  that  character,  in  point  of  time,  of  which  you  have 
heard  as  occumng  in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  The  last  case  I  think  was  in  Elmore  or  Coosa  County. 

Question.  How  recent  was  that  ? 

Answer.  About  two  or  three  mouths  ago. 

Question.  In  the  intermediate  time  between  1867  and  the  occurrence  of  that  case  ic 
Elmore  or  Coosa  County,  whichever  it  was,  were  there  frequent  reports  of  tl^  oocnr- 
rence  of  similar  cases  f 

AnsuHsr.  If  you  please,  I  would  prefer  to  make  a  statement  in  regard  to  that  ease 

Question.  Certainly;  proceed. 

Answer.  Because  I  took  official  cognizance  of  it.  That  was  the  case  of  Isaac  Donnan 
As  governor  of  the  State  I  received  a  notification  that  an  outrage  had  been  committed 
by  Ku-Klux,  or  disguised  men,  upon  this  Dorman,  in  Elmore  County.  Whenever  I  re- 
ceived any  reports  of  that  kind,  and  I  was  satisfied  that  such  things  had  taken  plaoe, 
I  sent  my  recording  secretary  to  investigate  the  matter.  I  sent  mm  in  this  instance 
for  the  purpose  of  instituting  an  inquiry  as  to  the  real  facts  of  the  case.  Ab  the  ac- 
count had  reached  me  it  was  somewhat  horrifying,  and  much  to  be  lamented  by  the 
executive  of  the  State  as  by  every  other  citizen.  I  have  with  me  the  report  of  my  re- 
cording secretary  upon  that  case ;  I  will  cither  state  the  substance  of  it  to  the  oommit- 
tee  or  I  will  submit  it  to  the  committee  for  their  examination. 

Question.  You  may  as  well  give  us  the  substance  of  it,  as  you  remember  it,  and  we 
can  take  that  report  also. 

Answer.  The  report  states  that  Mr.  Howe,  an  old  citizen  and  planter,  and  a  member 
of  the  dmrch,  had  learned  from  one  of  his  employ^  that  this  man  Dorman  was  in  the 
habit  of  coming  to  his  plantation  at  night,  stopping  at  the  cabins  of  the  negroes^  and 
instilling  into  their  minds  all  sorts  of  erroneous  ideas  with  regitfd  to  their  rights,  their 
superiority,  dx.  Mr.  Howe  went  to  Dorman  and  requested  him,  when  he  visited  hifi 
plantation,  to  come  to  his  house  and  he  would  treat  him  as  a  gentleman  ought  to  l*e 
treated.  Dorman  agreed  to  do  so.  Some  two  weeks  subsquent  to  that,  however,  Dor- 
man again  came  on  the  plantation.  While  he  was  eating  supper  with  one  of  tJie  ne- 
groes, one  of  the  employ^Sj  a  negro  man,  went  to  Mr.  Howe  and  told  him  that  Doroiaii 
was  there,  and  said  that  if  he  did  not  come  down  he  would  not  have  an  empk>yi6  on 
his  place.  The  old  gentleman  went  down,  with  his  two  sons,  the  oldest  about  elev^i 
years  old,  and  found  Dorman  at  the  table.  Dorman  got  up,  with  a  knife  in  his  haoid, 
and  moved  towards  Mr.  Howe,  who  was  at  the  door.  Mr.  Howe,  with  his  walldnff 
cane,  struck  the  knife  from  his  hand,  and  {hen  turned  in  and  gave  him  a  very  gpod 
thrashing.  Dorman  the  next  morning  repaired  to  the  town  of  Wetnmpka,  made  an 
affidavit  before  a  Justice  of  the  P^e^  which  is  our  court  of  inquiry  there,  that- he  had 
been  assailed  by  Mr.  Howe,  and  Ku-Eluxed  by  disguised  men ;  and  charged  Mr.  Howe 
and  his  sons  with  assault  and  battery,  and  also  charged  other  citizens  with  being  ac- 
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000001168)  and  demanded  a  poBse  comitatns  of  forty  men  to  go  with  the  constable  to  make 
the  arrests.  The  constable  absolntely  refhsed  to  take  a  posse,  stating  that  he  could 
take  all  the  parties  named  in  the  warrant.  But,  no ;  he  must  take  a  posse  and  go  by 
a  circaitous  rente  to  make  the  arrests.  Mr.  Howe  came  down  there  and  an  examina- 
tion was  instituted.  It  was  proposed  to  abandon  it  if  Mr.  Howe  would  pay  the  costs. 
That  he  would  not  do,  and  msisted  npon  an  examination.  But  instead  of  being  Kn- 
Kittxism  the  conrt  of  inquiry  determined  it  to  be  just  as  I  have  stated.  He  was  bound 
oyer  in  the  sum  of  $1,000.  This  man  Dorman  was  a  very  infamous  character.  It  was 
stated  m  the  eoort  that  he  was  the  son  of  a  Methodist  mipister,  and  a  fugitive  from 
justice  for  attempting  to  commit  a  rape  npon  his  own  cousin.  I  mention  that,  not 
only  npon  the  rep(»rt  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  but  upon  information  generally  known  all 
o^r  that  ooantry. 

QumHon.  Was  Dorman  a  preacher  f 

Answer.  Yee,  air ;  he  professed  to  be  a  preacher. 

QuesHon,  Did  your  secretary  make  any  examination  of  the  parties,  under  oath  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  had  no  authority  to  do  so.  The  case  was  tried,  however,  before 
a  court.  I  have  another  case  that  was  sent  to  me  by  General  Crawford,  the  command- 
ing general  of  the  United  States  forces  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  at  Huntsville.  Imme- 
diately on  receiving  information  of  that  case,  as  was  my  wont,  I  sent  my  recording  sec- 
'  retary  to  inquire  into  it. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

i^uertion.  Give  us  the  date  of  that  case. 

Answer,  It  is  dated  the  27th  day  of  March  last,  and  indorsed  "  respectfully  forwarded 
for  the  information  of  the  governor."  This  is  such  a  curious  document  that,  with  the 
petmission  of  the  committee,  I  will  read  it.  It  is  one  of  the  last  cases  of  which  I  re- 
ceived any  information. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Before  you  proceed  with  that,  yon  say  there  was  a  trial  in  the  case  of  Dor* 
nan.  Do  yon  mean  that  the  case  went  into  court  against  Mr.  Howe,  and  that  he  was 
triedT 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Howe  was  tried. 

Question,  What  was  the  result  of  that  trial  f 

Answer.  I  think  the  case  was  dismissed,  but  I  am  not  positive  in  regard  to  that ;  it 
^d  not  amount  to  anything,  however. 

Question,  Was  there  any  verdict  in  the  case  f 

Answer.  Perhaps  there  was  a  verdict  for  simple  assault  and  battery. 

Question,  A  verdict  of  guilty  f 

Anstoer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  he  did  not  deny  it ;  he  confessed  that  he  had  whipped  him. 
There  was  no  ^sgnise  about  it ;  it  was  on  his  own  plantation ;  the  old  man  and  his  little 
son. 

Question.  Did  the  evidence  as  taken  disclose  the  fact  Dorman  had  been  making  nse 
of  any  ineendiary  influences  with  the  negroes  f 

Auwer.  That  is  my  understanding. 

Question.  What  had  he  done  f 

Ansujer.  This  paper  will  give  it  more  in  detail  than  I  have  done ;  I  endeavored  to 
spetJs.  sQccinotly  in  regard  to  the  matter.    I  can  read  yon  what  the  report  is. 

Question.  I  only  wish  the  general  facts. 

Answer,  This  is  the  report :  "  The  said  Isaac  W.  Dorman  is  employed  by  the  Northern 
Methodist  Church  to  preach  to  the  freed  men,  and  in  compliance  with  his  engagements 
went  to  the  plantation  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Howe,  without  first  consulting  him,  harangued  the 
neeroes — ^not  upon  religions  topics,  but  aa vising  them  to  arm  and  assert  their  political 
aad  sooiid  equality  with '  the  whites,  stating  that  he  was  ready  and  willing  to  assist 
tbem.^ 

Question,  To  arm  and  assert  their  social  and  iK>litical  equality  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  any  allegation  that  he  had  incited  them  to  commit  any  aggres* 
tAofOB  irpon  the  whites  f 

Answer.  All  my  information  is  from  this. 

QuesUon,  What  is  the  inference  t  #  . 

Answer,  This  is  all  my  information ;  I  know  nothing  further  about  it  than  as  I  got  it 
from  the  report  of  my  recording  secretary. 

Question.  And  Mr.  Howe  denied  his  right  to  go  npon  his  plantation  and  speak  to  the 
negroes  upon  these  subjects  f 

Answer,  fie  asked  him  to  go  to  liis  own  house,  and  he  would  treat  him  like  a  gentle- 
man, and  he  could  preach  to  the  negroes. 

Question,  He  refused  him  the  right  to  speak  with  them  upon  other  subjects  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell ;  I  only  know  from  this. 
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By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Qu4»Hon.  Perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  read  the  whole  report 
A7i8wer,  It  is  as  follows : 

"State  of  Alabama,  ExEcutiVE  DepartmkjTt, 

^'' Montgomery f  Febrmary  17, 1871. 

"  DBfAR  Sir  :  Pursuant  to  instructious  received  from  yodr  excellency  on  the  15th  in- 
stant, I  proceeded  to  Elmore  County,  to  inquire  into  an  alleged  "  ontratfeout  attack,  by 
a  band  of  outlaws,  upon  the  person  of  Isaac  W.  Donnan,  on  Sunday,  the  29tb  nltimo." 
From  the  testimony  of  many  prominent  citizens,  comprising  members  of  the  bar,  i»Dd 
others,  the  first  citizens  of  the  county,  I  find  the  following  to  be  the  fiMtB  in  the  oaae  : 

"  The  said  Isaac  W.  Dorman  is  employed  by  the  Northern  Methodist  Choroh  to 
preach  to  the  freedmen,  and  in  compliance  with  his  engagement  he  went  to  the  plan- 
tation of  Mr.  J.  W.  Howe,  without  £rst  consulting  him,  harangued  the  negroes — not 
upon  religious  topics,  but  advising  them  to  aim  and  assert  their  political  and  Boeial 
equality  with  the  whites,  stating  that  he  was  ready  and  willing  to  assist  them. 

"  These  facts  were  rOT>orted  to  Mr.  Howe  by  his  freedmen,  who  thereupon  weot  t* 
said  Dorman  and  told  him  that  when  he  came  to  preach  on  his  place  to  e«iBe  to 
his  house,  and  he  should  be  entertained  as  a  gentleman,  but  that  he  should  positively 
object  to  his  proceeding  in  the  manner  above  stated,  and,  furthermore,  would  not  allow 
it.  Dorman  promised  to  comply ;  but  on  a  subsequent  visit  again  fraternised  with  the 
negroes,  ignoring  the  kind  invitation  of  Mr.  H.  Mr.  Howe,  being  apprieed  ot  tiiis, 
went  to  the  house  of  the  negro  with  whom  Dorman  was  stopping,  and  Kmiid  him  eat- 
ing at  the  table  with  the  negro  family. 

^^  Upon  Mr..  Howe's  entrance  into  the  room  Dorman  rose  from  the  table,  knife  in  hand, 
accosting  Mr.  Howe  in  very  insulting  language,  and,  fearing  an  assault,  Mr.  How«, 
with  his  walking-cane,  struck  the  knife  irom  Dorinan's  hand  and  gave  him  a  thmsh- 
ing.  All  this  occurred  in  day-light,  and  Mr.  Howe  was  the  only  person  engaged  m  th^ 
assault. 

*'  Dorman  immediately  went  to  Wetumpka  and  swore  out  a  warrant  of  arrest 
against  Mr.  Howe,  his  two  sons,  the  eldest  of  whom  is  only  eleven  years  old,  and  «ev- 
eral  other  gentlemen  in  the  neighborhood,  as  instigators  and  accessories.  When  the 
order  of  arrest  was  handed  the  constable,  with  instructions  to  summons  a  posse  of 
twenty  men,  and  not  to  disclose  the  names  of  the  parties  to  be  arrested,  he  offered  lo 
go  alone,  pledging  himself  to  bring  all  the  parties  named  in  the  warrant,  bnt  his 
orders  were  peremptory  to  take  the  posse  and  go  by  a  circuitous  route  to  Mr.  Howe's 
home.  The  gentlemen  who  accompanied  the  officer  were  not  aware  who  were  the. par- 
ties to  be  arrested,  until  they  were  halted  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Howe,  who,  upon  learn- 
ing their  object,  immediately  surrendered  himself  without  resistance,  as  did  aii  the 
parties  named  in  thewarrant,  and  proceeded  with  them  to  Wetumpka,  whete  they  were 
bound  over  to  appear  at  the  next  term  of  the  county  court,  in  the  sum  of  $1,000  each,  tiie 
most  substantia  merchants  of  the  place  voluntarily  placing  their  names  on  the  bond. 
The  case  will  be  tried  on  Monday  next,  if  the  prosecutor  appears,  which,  I  am  assured,  te 
unlikely,  as  the  county  solicitor,  Mr.  Delong,  proj^osed  to  Mr.  Howe's  attorney  to  com- 
promise the  matter,  agreeing  to  dismiss  the  suit  it  Mr.  Howe  would  pay  the  costs. 

'^  Numbers  of  the  best  citizens  proffered  to  make  affidavit  that  Mr.  Howe  was  a  most 
worthy  Christian  gentleman,  a  prominent  member  of  the  church,  and  one  of  the  most 
substantial  citizens  of  Alabama ;  and  at  the  same  time  asserted  that  it  could  betfob- 
stantiated  by  good  radical  authority  that  Isaac  W.  Dorman  was  a  man  of  no^stmding 
in  society,  and  that,  fhrthermore,  he  was  a  fugitive  from  justice,  an  indictment  being 
now  pending  in  Qeorgia  against  him  for  attempted  rape  on  his  own  ocmsin;  his 
father,  a  worthy  ihinister  of  the  gospel,  positively  refusing  to  recognize  him  i^ter  tho 
offense  above  stated.  Dorman  is  notorious  among  the  negroes  as- being  a  lewd,  lioea- 
tious  man ;  and  Mr.  Brogden,  when  called  on  by  Mr.  Delong  to  avouch  his  charaeter 
(though  belonging  to  the  same  party)  refused,  stating  that  every  one  knew  D«nBaii  to 
be  an  unprincipled  rascal. 

^^  Mr.  Delong,  the  solicitor  was  selected  by  many  with  whom  I  consulted  as  being 
the  probable  author  of  the  letter  to  Senator  Spencer,  giving  an  aooount  of  the '  oat- 
rage,'  and  he  was  known  to  be  drunk  on  the  dith  ultimo,  the  day  and  date  of  said  lei^r. 

*'I  am,  very  respectfully ^our  obedient  servant, 

"  W.  V.  CHABDAVOYNB. 
.    "  His  Excellency  Robt.  B.  Lindsay, 

"  Governor  of  AlabamaJ^ 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Que$Hon,  Please  give  us  any  information  you  have  as  to  wh#  Dorman  stat^  in  his 
affidavit  in  regard  to  his  assailants  being  disguised  f 
Anstpfr.  I  caunot  speak  with  any  accuracy  upon  that. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

QuestioH,  Had  any  of  these  charges  against  Dorman's  character  been  made  known  in 
that  commnnity  before  this  transaction  occurred  ? 

Answer,  My  impression  is,  from  information  I  received  subsequent  to  this,  that  he 
was  known  to  be  one  of  these  disturbers  of  the  peace. 

QMeefian,  I  am  speaking  of  the  charge  made  tnere  about  his  conduct  before  leaving 
Georgia.  Were  those  charges,  aboufc  his  offense  there,  and  the  indi(5tment  pending 
against  him,  known  to  Mr.  Howe  when  he  invited  him  into  his  house  7 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mi.  Van  Trump  : 

^tiesHoit,  Did  Mr.  Howe  belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chnroh  South  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QnesUon.  Having  stopped  to  sive  the  details  of  that  case,  if  yon  have  other  cases  to 
which  yoa  wish  to  refer  we  will  hear  them.  I  will  again  aak  you  whether,  from  1867 
down  to  the  time  of  the  last  case  brought  to  your  notice,  have  there  been  frequent 
occvrrences  of  this  chaiacter  reported  as  having  taken  place  in  the  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  of  ffequent  occurrences. 

QnesHon.  I  refer  to  offenses  committed  by  persons  in  disguise. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  it  was  only  by  report. 

Quesium*  Having  stated  that,  if  there  are  other  cases  to  which  you  wish  to  refer — I 
mderstood  you  to  say  that  there  were  some—yon  can  now  go  on  and  st«te  them. 

Answer.  I  will  qualify  my  statement,  however,  by  saying  that  up  to  the  present  time, 
and  until  these  oases  were  brought  to  my  knowledge,  reported  outrages  by  Kn-Klux  or 
disgnised  persons  had  ceased  for  the  last  two  years.  Occasionally,  during  that  time, 
it  was  reported  that  men  had  disguised  themselves.  I  will  refer  to  some  particularly. 
I  staled  uiat  I  had  heard,  and  from  hearsay  had  reason  to  believe,  that  there  was  an 
organization  known  as  the  Ru-Klux  organization  ;  I  only  speak  of  that  from  hearsay. 
Bat  I  also  beard,  and  had  as  much  reason  to  believe,  that  that  organization  was  dis- 
banded in  t-he  State  of  Alabama  upward*  of  two  years  ago.  And  in  this  connection  I 
May  as  well  say  that  it  is  my  solemn  belief  that  there  is  no  snob  thing  'to-day  as  a  Ku* 
KIbx  oi:)gani2ation  within  the  limits  of  l^e  State  of  Alabama.  That  occasional  infrac- 
tions of  the  law  occur  by  men  in  disguise,  I  have  been  informed,  and  have  no  reason 
to  doubt.  But  upon  every  inquiry  I  have  made,  from  igivestigations  I  have  insti- 
tuted, I  have  invariably  mnnd  that  the  disguise  was  not  of  an  organization,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  perpetrators  of  the  crime  to  escajpe  the  vigilance  of  the 
law  officers.  In  every  instance  to  which  my  attention  has  been  called,  not  only  as  a 
citizen  for  the  past  two  years,  but  as  the  executive  of  Alabama  for  the  last  six  months, 
I  have  invariably  found  that  to  be  the  case ;  that  the  disguise  was  not  a  part  of  a  per- 
B«nent  Ku-Elux,  but  a  temporary  expedient  to  enable  the  villains  to  escape.  It  would 
be  impossible  for  me  to  refer  to  each  and  every  case  that  I  have  heard  of;  I  can  only 
instance  those  1  have  investigated.  Among  them  is  the  one  I  hold  in  my  hand,  re- 
ported to  me  by  General  Crawford. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question*  Where  was  he  stationed  when  you  got  that,  at  Eutaw  f 

Answer.  At  Hnntsville. 

Question.  He  had  been  at  Eutaw  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  This  is  the  case  of  George  W.  Hollowell,  who,  in  his  affidavit, 
states  that  he  wae  a  southern  slave,  and  got  into  the  Northwest  in  company  with  Mor- 
gan's command. 

QnesUon,  Morgan,  of  Kentucky  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the eoniederate  General  Morgan;  suadthat  he  escaped  there.  The 
lacto  are  stated  here. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Is  that  the  report  of  the  case  to  you  f 
Answer.  /Ibis  is  the  affidavit  of  the  pafb^  himself. 

Questian.  If  you  wish  to  submit  it  in  connection  with  y^nr  testimony  it  had  better 
be  read. 
Answer.  It  is  as  fpUows : 

**  State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison,  ss : 

''  On  this  27th  day  of  March,  1871,  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  clerk  of  the  cir 
enit  court  in  and  for  tfie  county  and  State  aibresaid,  George  W.  Hollowell,  resident 
Mar^baD,  Calhoun  County,  Michigan,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he 
was  carried  into  the  rebel  army  by  his  former  owner,  W.  D.  H.  Hollowell,  m^or,  from 
Panola  County,  Mississippi  j  was  with  General  Morgan's  raiders,  captured  near  Ciuciu- 
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nati,  Obio,  by  the  Federal  forces,  and  sent  to  Camp  Dooglas,  Chicago ;  th^re  released, 
and  went  to  Calhoan  Connty,  Michigan ;  while  there  I  was  drafted  and  attached  to  the 
one  hundred  and  second  United  States  colored  infantry,  company  *K;*  after  mus- 
ter-out of  command  I  returned  to  Calhoun  County,  Michigan,  and  i  left  home  on  Feb- 
ruary 1, 1871,  to  see  my  mother  and  sisters,  who  were  livingm  Morgan  County,  Alabama. 
I  arrived  there,  and  while  staying  with  them  on  the  plantation  of  Robert  Adkerson,  try- 
ing to  help  them  and  better  their  condition,  on  Saturday  night,  25th  of  March,  1H71. 
I  was  aroused  from  sleep  by  hearing  some  persons  calling  '  Wash/  I  said,  *  Who  is  ^ere  V 
The  voic«3S  replied,  *  It  does  not  make  any  diflference ;  come  out ;  we  want  to  have  a  civil 
talk  wi  th  you.  As  I  was  getting  out  of  bed  1  said,  'Gentlemen,  if  you  want  to  have  a  civil 
talk  with  me  come  in  and  sit  by  the  lire  so  I  can  see  who  you  are.'*  One  said,  *  You  strike 
a  light  and  I  will  blow  your  damned  brains  out.'  I  went  to  the  door  and  put  myself 
against  it ;  they  pushed  with  such  force  against  the  door  that  it  came  open ;  I  stepped 
back;  the  door  was  opened  wide;  a  man  dressed  in  disguise  came  pointing  a  double- 
barreled  gun  at  me ;  he  had  on  an  India-rubber  coat  belted  around  him ;  on  his  head 
he  had  on  an  old  cap,  over  his  face  a  piece  of  red  flannel,  reaching  from  his  head  to  his 
knees.  I  saw  about  seven  men  there,  all  disguised,  some  in  white  gowns ;  one  of  these 
other  men  came  in ;  they  told  me  to  come,  there  was  no  use  in  staying  back,  they  wtTe 
going  to  have  me ;  *  You  have  been  fighting  in  the  United  States  sers- ice  j  you  are  a  Yan- 
kee, you  black  son  of  a  bitch,  and  we  are  going  to  cut  out  your  stones  and  skin  yon 
alive.'    I  saw  that  I  could  not  resist  or  defend  myself  with  any  success,  so  I  said  I  would 

go  out,  and  did  so.  As  I  reached  the  door  one  of  the  men  grabbed  my  right  arm ;  I  kicked 
im  on  the  side  of  the  head  and  knocked  him  down.  While  this  was  occurring  another 
caught  me  by  the  right  leg;  I  struck  him  with  my  left  list,  and  over  he  fell.  1  then  ran 
aed  they  after  me,  for  about  one  hundred  yards,  but  I  got  away  from  them.  I  ran  up 
into  Mr.  Adkerson's  yard,  and  then  went  over  into  a  little  thicket  near  the  house,  and 
there  got  into  an  old  seed-  house,  near  the  kitchen .  While  I  was  there  these  men  came  up 
to  Mr.  Adkerson's  house,  and  there  were  about  sixteen  men  then  in  the  yard ;  they  called  to 
him,  but  I  could  not  tell  what  they  said.  They  stayed  about  half  an  hour  and  left,  and 
then  returned  to  the  house  I  had  l>cen  staying  in  and  watched  it  until  daylight.  They 
then  told  my  mother  and  sisters,  who  were  there,  that  they  wanted  all  my  clothes  and 
satchel  and  all  my  sister  Maria- s  clothes.  I  had  just  returned  from  Valamossa  Spiings, 
where  I  had  purchased  some  clothing  for  her ;  tliese  things  were  given  to  them,  and  they 
carried  them  away,  also  $25  in  greenbacks.  They  said  they  would  be  back  there  at  10 
o'olock  Sunday  morning,  and  then  give  me  twelve  minutes  to  get  out  of  the  Stato.  I 
returned,  and  my  mother  ^nd  sisters  told  mo  that  they  said  they  would  return,  and  I 
left,  after  gathering  the  t Lings  they  had  left  me.  They  threatened  to  beat  my  sist-er 
Maria  on  Monday  next,  so  we  both  left  there  and  came  to  Huntsville,  Alabama. 

"GEORGE  W.  HOLLOWELL." 

"  Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  2^h  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1871. 

"JAMES  H.  BONE, 
"  Clark  Circuit  Court*" 

"A  true  copy: 

"M.  FRANK  GALLAGHER, 
"Second  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Sewnd Infantry ^  Post  Adjutant.^ 

On  receiving  that  I  immediately  sent,  from  a  distant  part  of  the  State,  from  Mont- 
gomery, my  recording  secretary  to  investigate  it.    His  report  is  as  follows : 

"  To  his  Excellency  R.  B.  Lindsay,  Governor,  ^-c  ; 

"  Dear  Sir  :  Pursuant  to  instructions  received  from  your  excellency,  I  proceeded  to 
Morgan  County,  in  this  State,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  an  alleged  assault  oq 
one  Greorge  W.  Hollowell,  colored,  by  disguised  men,  on  the  night  of  the  25th  March 
last,  near  Draper's  Ferry,  on  the  Tennessee  River.  After  due  inquiry,  I  learned  from 
iesT>onsible  gentlemen  that  the  following  were  the  facts  in  the  case,  as  near  as  could 
be  known  by  those  not  personally  engaged  in  the  matter  : 

"  The  said  George  W.  Hollowell,  colored,  is,  or  was,  as  he  stated,  a  resident  of  Michi- 

fan,  and  came  on  a  visit  to  his  relatives  in  Morgan  County.  As  soon  'as  he  reached 
lorgan  County  he  began  to  assume  ofiensiv#airs  toward  the  white  persons  ho  met, 
and  uoasted  loudly  and  oft«n  of  having  married  a  wealthy  white  lady  in  Michigan, 
with  whom  he  was  then  living,  asserting  his  equality  with  any  white  man,  and  utter 
contempt  for  them  generally,  at  the  same  time  giving  it  as  his  mission  to  convert  the 
colore<l  people  of  Alabama  to  the  same  belief.  Ho  was  remonstrated  with  frequently, 
and  told  that  ho  would  not  be  allowed  to  remain  in  the  community  so  long  as  ho  con- 
ducted himself  in  that  manner.  His  brother-in-law,  a  respectable  and  intelligent 
colored  man,  told  him  that  he  should  not  stay  at  his  house  unless  lie  behaved  more  i>rop- 
erly.  In  spit^  of  the  remonstrances  of  the  whites,  and  advice  of  his  own  kin  and  color, 
ho  continued  to  render  himself  oti'eusive  to  the  community,  until  waited  on,  the  ni^t 
a^pve-meutioned,  by  several  gentlemen,  who  ordered  him  i>eromptorily  to  leave,  and  at 
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once.  It  is  needlese  for  me  to  assare  your  excellency  that  the  iFonderfnl  feats  related 
hy  the  said  Hollowell,  as  performed  by  himself  in  his  escape,  as  well  as  the  charge  that 
he  was  robbed,  and  that  the  party  was  disguised,  are  utterly  and  positively  false,  as 
set  forth  In  his  affidavit  to  the  circuit  clerk  of  Madison  County.  I  am  assured  by  gea- 
tleraeu  whose  veracity  I  will  indorse  that  there  is  not  a  more  orderly,  quiet,  and  i)eaco- 
able  community  of  men,  both  white  and  black,  in  this  or  any  other  State,  than  the  one 
in  which  this  occurred,  and  that  this  was  resorted  to  simply  as  a  peaceful  method  ot 
dii^posing  of  a  noisy,  turbulent,  disturber  of  the  public  peai'e,  with  no  desire  or  iutea- 
tion  to  do  the  negro  bodily  harm. 

*^  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant,  &c., 

"  W.  V.  CHARDAVOYNE, 

"  Recording  Seoretury. 

"April  20th,  1871.'* 

Question.  Did  your  secretary  examine  the  negro  himself  T 

4H8wtT.  No,  sir ;  he  had  left  there,  and  had  gone  to  HnntsviUe.  I  was  in  Huntsville  my- 
self afterward  and  made  inquiry  for  him,  for  I  wanted  to  have  an  interview  with  him 
myself;  but  he  was  not  to  be  found. 

Question.  Has  anybody  been  identified  as  being  with  the  party  charged  with  this 
oficHse? 

Anawa:    I  know  nothing  further  than  is  reported  by  ray  secretary. 

Queetion.  Have  you  any  lino wledge,  then,  that  the  very  persons  charged  with  the 
offense  were  not  those  from  whom  your  secretary  got  his  information  t 

Answer,  I  have  no  knowledge  fnrtiier  than  this :  I  live  in  that  section  of  the  State ; 
my  family  have  been  in  Hnntoville  for  some  time  ;  but  this  was  unknown  to  the  peo- 
ple at  large  ;  it  was  not  considered  an  aggravated  affair  at  all.  It  simply  appeared  iu 
the  form  I  have  it  here.  I  received  reports  from  the  county  of  Jackson  that  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Cates  had  been  killed,  and  that  a  man  by  the  name  of  Harper  had  been 
whipped.  Upon  that  information  I  offered  rewards  for  the  discovery  and  arrest  of  the 
perpetrators  of  the  crime.  They  were  known,  and  were  indicted  for  the  murder  of 
Gates ;  but  they  fled  to  another  State.  I  learned  that  Cates  had  been  killed  aoeideut- 
ally,  altbongh  the  parties  were  upon  a  criminal  mission. 

Question,  The  parties  who  killed  him  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  some  difficulty  had  arisen  in  that  locality  in  regard  to  a  married 
woman,  and  these  parties  had  gone  there  for  the  purpose  of  whipping,  or  doing  some- 
thing to  a  man  whose  name  was  associated  with  this  woman  scrape,  as  I  may  call  it ; 
I  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  man.  Mr.  Cates  was  absent  at  the  time,  but  he  came 
up  to  the  house  with  a  torch  in  his  hand  at  the  time  these  outlaws  were  about  the 
house ;  I  call  them  outlaws.    They  sent  a  young  lad  to  halt  Mr.  Cates. 

Question,  Is  that  the  usual  mode  of  travel  in  the  night  by  the  people  in  the  country, 
with  a  torch  t 

Anstoer,  I  think  it  is  a  very  common  thing  with  people,  when  passing  ft'om  house  to 
house  in  a  dark  night,  to  cai'ry  a  torch  or  pine-knot.  Mr.  Cates  would  not  halt,  but 
was  shot  and  killed.  The  young  man  sent  to  halt  him  has  escaped ;  three  or  four  per- 
sons have  been  indicted  and  have  giv6n  bail ;  but  they  say  the  gun  was  fired,  but  how 
they  do  not  know.    At  all  events;  Cates  was  killed. 

Question.  Were  the  parties  in  disguise  ? 

Anstter.  That  I  do  not  know ;  I  think  that  I  heard  they  were  j  I  am  almost  pos- 
itive that  I  was  informed  they  were  in  disguise.'  Harjjer  was  whipped.  I  offered  a 
reward  for  the  perpetrators  of  that  crime ;  they  fled,  however.  He  was  whipped  be- 
cause he  had  given  testimony  against  one  or  two  outlaws  that  frequent  that  portion  of 
the  State  of  Alabama.  The  county  of  Jackson  is  a  mountainous  region,  and  lies  iu  a 
comer  between  the  States  of  G^rgia  and  Tennessee.  It  is  the  resort  of  almost  every 
villain  that  flies  from  Justice  in  the  three  States  of  Tennessee,  Georgia,  and  Alabama, 
for  the  mountains  on  -both  sides  of  the  Tennessee  River  are  almost  inaccessible.  It 
seems  that  Harper  had  given  testimony  before  a  grand  jury  whioh  led  to  their  indict- 
ment, and  they  whipped  him  for  that :  that  is  the  information  reported  to  me. 
Question,  You  say  he  was  whipped  for  giving  testimony  against  som^  outlaws  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  about  setting  fire  to  a  house. 

Question.  Were  they  persons  who  haJ^been  charged  with  having  conmiitted  offenses 
while  ill  disguise  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  had  burned  a  house.  When  I  use  the  term  "outlaw "  I  do  not 
use  it  in  a  technical  sense,  but  I  mean  a  man  regardless  of  both  human  and  divine  laws. 

Question.  I  put  the  question  because  yon  had  termed  outlaws  the  other  persons  who 
had  killed  Cates. 

Answer.  My  recording  secretary,  whom  I  had  reqnested  to  go  and  ascertain  any  fur- 
ther information  on  the  snbject,  telegraphs  me,  under  date  of  June  12, 1871,  as  follows : 
''Saw  solicitor  of  Jackson.  Harper  and  Cates  both  democrats ;  private  feud,  not  poli% 
tics,  cause  of  assaults." 
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By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  What  are  the  politics  of  the  solicitor  f 

Answer.  He  was  appointed  by  my  predecessor ;  I  do  not  know  what  his  politics  really 
are — how  he  affiliates  now. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QuesHon.  What  was  yonr  predecessor's  politics  f 

Answer.  He  was  a  republican.  I  would  not  like  tq  locate  a  man  in  politics  without 
knowing. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Was  it  the  habit  of  yonr  predecessor,  Govemor  Smith,  to  i^ppoint  dem- 
ocrats? 
Answer.  Not  much. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuestUm.  Those  two  cases,  Cates  and  Harper,  were  the  two-cases  in  Jaokson  Ommtj 
tKunplained  of  to  yonf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  the  offenders  been  arrested  f 

Answer.  Those  who  whipped  Harper  have  not  been  arrested ;  those  who  are  ehstged 
with  the  killing  of  Cates  nave  been  arrested,  and  indictments  have  been  found  against 
them  for  murder.  They  have  been  prosecuted  for  four  weeks  in  succession,  the  resi- 
dent lawyers  aiding  in  the  prosecution.  The  solicitor  telegraphed  to  me  to  allow  bim 
a  detective,  because  he  thought  that  with  the  aid  of  a  detective  he  could  discover  the 
offenders.  That  was  before  he  did  discover  the  parties ;  however,  I  bad  no  power  im 
allow  him  a  detective. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Which  party  has  the  majority  in  Jackson  County  f 
Answer.  The  democrats  are  largely  in  the  m%|ority. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  By  '^ prosecution''  do  yon  mean  a  preliminary  inquiry,  or  a  trial  beloiia 
ajury? 

Answer.  There  was  first  an  examiuation  by  a  court  of  inquiry,  and  then  an  indicts 
ment  found  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  county. 

Question.  They  have  not  been  tried  before  a  traverse  jury  T 

Answer.  1  believe  the^  have  not  been  tried  before  the  circuit  court. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Are  they  in  prison  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  As  I  stated  before,  the  prosecutor  is  a  man  of  great  energy  and  de- 
termination, and  he  is  sustained  by  the  editor  of  the  newspaper  in  that  county,  a  man 
•f  moderate  politics. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Is  Stevenson  the  county  town  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Stevenson  is  in  the  county,  but  Scottsboro  is  the  county  town. 
The  next  case  Uiat  was  brought  to  my  official  notice  was  a  case  in  Limestone  County. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Please  ^ve  the  date  if  you  can. 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  within  the  last  three  weeks.  I  do  not  remember  the  date. 
I  was  in  the  town  of  Hunts  ville  when  my  attention  was  called,  by  the  probate  judge 
of  Madison  County,  in  the  presence  of  Joseph  C.  Bradley,  to  what  was  termed  a  Ku- 
Klux  outrage  in  Limestone  County. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question.  Huntsville  is  in  Madison  County  f 

Answer.  It  is.  On  invitation  of  the  judge  of  nrobate  I  called  at  the  probate  office  the 
Best  morning,  to  get  more  accurate  information  from  an  assistant  of  nis  in  that  office, 
who  had  heard  the  statement  made  of  the  outrage.  A  man  by  the  name  of  McGregor 
was  said  to  have  been  the  victim. 

Question.  White  or  colored  f 

Answer.  White.  I  learned  from  the  assistant  of  the  probate  judge  these  f&ctA :  This 
man,  McQregor,  had  bought  a  horse  from  another  citizen  of  Limestone  County,  for 
which  he  paid  him,  perhaps,  a  hundred  dollars.  After  the  trade  they  repaired  to  a 
still-house,  as  they  call  it  there,  a  place  where  they  make  whisky,  and  there  they  cot 
drunk.  McGregor  was  chained  with  stealing  the  hundred  dollars,  and  getting  the 
horse  too.  That  night  some  four  or  five  men  went  to  McGregor's  house,  took  him  out| 
and  threatened  to  hang  him  if  he  did  not  give  up  the  hundred  dollars. 
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QuegUatu  Were  those  men  disffidfledt 

Junrw.  I  do  not  know  whetner  they  were  or  not,  and  I  mnBt  confess  that  I  do  not 
remember  whether  that  was  stated  or  not. 

Qnegtion,  The  reason  I  ask  is  that  yon  characterized  the  transaciion  as  a  En-EInx 
oatnge. 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir;  the  reason  why  I  am  not  certain  in  my  recollection  will  be  ex* 
l^ned.  Not  content  with  that  information,  however^  I  ordered  my  recording  secre- 
tiury  to  repair  to  Limestone  County  for  the  purpose  of  investigatiDg  the  facts  and  send- 
ing forward  a  detailed  report.  He  telegraphs  me.  nnder  date  of  the  13th  instant,  as 
folA>W8 :  "  Investigated  I  ally  Limestone  case.  All  democrats ;  dninken  spree ;  no  poli- 
tica." 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qmmtkm,  Have  tou  any  other  cases  to  which  yon  wish  to  refer  f 
Anmoer,  Some  tnree  or  four  weeks  ago  I  addressed  a  commnnication,  in  the  form  ot 
a  circular,  to  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  States,  at  Mont^omeir ;  also  to  the 
Balicitor  of  Mon^mery  County,  Robert  Knox ;  to  a  gentleman  ot  the  lame  of  Speed, 
who  is  a  man  of  intelligence,  and  the  school  superintendent  of  Perry  County,  one  of 
the  largest  negro  ^counties  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  to  several  other  gentlemen, 
whose  names  I  now  forget,  requesting  them  to  furnish  me  with  a  statement  of  any 
oatrages  or  crimes  committed  within  their  knowledge  or  information.  I  received  no 
reply  from  any  one  of  them,  except  from  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  States, 
who  expressed  some  surprise  that  I  should  have  asked  him.  I  stated  in  my  commuui- 
ra4ion  that  I  wished  to  investigate  the  matter  so  as  to  ascertain  the  facts  as  they 
leally  existed.  He  stated  that  there  was  a  case  which  liad  occurred  the  day  before  in 
Montgomery  County. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Is  that  the  county  in  which  the  capital  of  the  State  is  situated  f 
Anmeer,  jiTes,  sir.  I  have  his  letter  at  my  room,  but  I  have  it  not  here.  I  forget  now 
the  names  of  the  parties  or  the  facts ;  at  least  I  could  not  undertake  to  make  an  accu- 
rate statement  of  them.  But  it  was  charged  that  disguised  persons  had  whipped  a 
negro  man.  AU  of  them  were  arrested  and  brought  before  the  United  States  commis- 
■kmer.  The  palliation  that  they  gave  was  that  this  negro  man  had  committed  an 
outrage  upon  the  person  of  an  idiot  white  girl,  and  that  the  idiot  girl  was  discovered 
to  be  pregnant ;  that  was  the  palliation  that  they  alleged.  That  is  stated  in  the  letter 
of  the  district  attorney  himself.  I  had  not  time — it  was  the  day  before  I  left — to  insti- 
tate  any  inquiry;  but  the  parties  were  bound  over  belbre  the  United  States  commis- 
sioner in  the  sum  of  $1,000  each.  That  is  the  most  recent  case  that  I  know  of;  there 
may  be  others,  but  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  remember  them  alL 

By  the  Chairbcan  : 

^mttknu  These  are  all  you  remember  at  present  f 

Anmeer,  Yes,  sir ;  these  are  cases  I  have  endeavored  to  ferret  out.  If  there  is  any 
particular  case  to  which  you  desire  me  to  direct  my  attention,  I  might  be  reminded  of 
it  by  reference  to  it. 

Quettion.  You  havd  spoken  of  Jackson  County ;  was  there  a  case  in  the  county  in 
wmeh  a  man  named  Larkin  was  involved ;  a  colored  man,  who  was  taken  out  and  shot 
on  a  stnmp,  or  alleged  to  have  been  T 

Answer,  What  time  was  that  7  * 

Qmmtion,  About  the  1st  of  January,  I  think. 

Mr.  Blair.    At  Fayetteville,  it  is  said. 

The  Witness.    Yes;  I  think  I  heard  of  the  case  of  some  negro  at  LarkinsvUie. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

ihutiUm.  The  negro  was  named  Larkin,  was  he  not  f 

Anmeer.  I  think  1  heard  of  that  case,  but  I  do  not  know  the  particulars. 

Question.  Was  it  called  to  your  attention  ? 

Anmoer.  No,  sir,  not  officially ;  it  was  only  by  rumor  that  I  heard  it.  I  remember  to 
have  seen  some,  account  of  it  m  the  newspaper  published  at  Scottsboro,  a  paper  which 
I  receive  at  my  office. 

Question.  Have  yon  a  recollection  whether  it  alleged  that  the  offense  in  that  case 
was  committed  by  persons  in  disguise  f  , 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  ;  my  memory  is  indistinct  in  regard  to  that.  If  I  were  required 
to  state  my  best  impi-ession,  I  should  say  that  they  were  disguised. 

Question,  That  the  persons  who  committed  the  offense  were  in  disguise  f 

Anmoer.  Yes ;  that  is  the  best  impression  I  have  in  the  matter,  but  my  attention  was 
not  called  to  it  officially. 

Question.  Was  this  Larkin  a  colored  man  ? 

Anmoer.  My  recollection  is  that  there  was  an  outrage  of  that  kind  committed ;  but  I 
have  no  personal  knowledge  whatever  of  the  matter. 

Question.  Instead  of  directing  your  attention  at  present  to  particular  offense  which 
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have  been  ooDimitted,  there  are  one  or  two  other  questions  I  wish  to  aak  yon.  Yaa 
have  already  given  it  to  as  as  yoor  belief  that  there  was  an  organization  of  pevsoiiB  in 
the  State  of  Alabama  publioly  known  as  Ku-Klnx,  which  organisation  oeased  aome 
two  years  a^o. 

Answer.  Tes ;  my  information  was  that  there  was  snch  an  organization,  bat  I  had  no 
personal  knowledge  of  its  existence  or  of  its  operations. 

Question.  Had  yon  that  information  from  any  persons  who  professed  to  know  the 
form  and  the  purposes  of  the  organization  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  from  those  who  had  seen  them  in  dissaise. 

QuesUon.  Were  they  uniformly  represented  as  pommitting  tneir  offenses  at  night  in 
disguise,  in  military  order  f 

Anstver.  My  inibrraation  was  that  they  went  in  bands ;  but  as  to  military  order,  or 
the  particulars  of  their  organization,  I  never  had  any  accurate  information. 

Question.  Your  information  is  that  these  offenses  were  committed  at  night  by  men  in 
disguise,  and  in  organized  bands  f 

Answer.  Tbi^  was  my  information. 

Question.  Ha^e  there  not  been  offenses  committed  in  the  same  manner,  and  generally 
upon  republicans,  within  the  last  two  years  f 

Ansiver.  Well,  no,  sir.  I  will  here  state  as  my  belief  that  I  do  not  think  the  Ko-Klax 
ever  selected  a  victim  because  he  belonged  to  any  political  party. 

Question,  1  do  not  wish  to  get  at  that  point  yet,  if  yon  please,  but  to  another  point. 

Answer.  1  understood  you  to  use  the  word  repnblicans. 

Question.  Perhaps  I  put  more  in  my  question  than  I  ought  to  have  done.  Have  there 
not  been  offenses,  without  regard  to  whom  they  have  been  committed  upon,  committed 
within  the  last  two  years,  at  night,  by  persons  in  disguise  and  in  organized  bands  f 

Answer.  1  have  not  heard  of  any. 

Question.  Have  none  been  reported  to  yon  within  the  last  two  years  f 

Answer.  >Jone ;  unless  those  I  have  mentioned  in  Jackson  County  ;  the  Gates  case. 
I  may  have  heard  of  others,  and  if  I  were  to  reflect  a  little  perhaps  I  might  think  of 
them. 

Question.  Ton  give  it,  then,  as  your  testimony  that,  according  to  the  best  of  year 
infonnation,  there  have  been  no  offenses  within  the  last  two  years  committed  in  Ala- 
bama at  night  by  men  in  disguise  and  in  bands  t 

Answer.  Oh !  no ;  I  do  not  ^ve  that  testimony. 

Question.  What  is  your  testimony,  then ;  that  there  have  been  snch  offenses  committed 
within  the  last  two  years? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  offenses  have  been  committed  at  night  within  the  last  two 
years. 

Question.  By  men  in  disguised  bands  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  that ;  I  have  understood  that  they  were.  I  beUere 
that  those  bands  were  got  up  for  temporary  purposes ;  but  I  state  my  belief  that,  ao 
far  as  this  Ku-Klux  organizatio  n  is  concerned,  it  has  been  disbanded  over  two  years 

Question.  The  Ku-Klux  organization  having  pursued  its  operations  in  this  way,  a 
night  and  in  disguise,  jou  say  there  have  been  offenses  committed  within  the  last  two 
years  by  men  in  disguise  at  night  and  in  organized  bands.  I  want  you  to  give  yoor 
reasons  for  believing  that  the  Ku-Klnx,  as  such,  have  been  disbanded. 

Answer.  1  can  give  no  other  reason,  except  the  very  same  reason  which  I  ^ve  for  its 
existence ;  general  information,  and  the  factthat  they  have  never  been  seen  in  anything 
like  orj:auized  bands. 

QHcsiion.  What  was  your  information  {»  to  the  difference  between  the  pnrpeees  of 
these  organized  bands  during  their  existence  and  the  purposes  of  those  combinations 
that  have  committed  these  offenses  within  the  last  two  years ;  what  is  the  distinguish- 
ing difference  between  them  t 

Ansiver.  I  will  give  you  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  difference.  The  origin,  as  it  is 
generally  understood,  the  prime  moving  cause  of  the  existence  of  the  Kn-Klos,  was 
the  result  of  Union  Leagues.  Union  Leagues  were  organized  in  every  little  village  and 
hamlet  and  town  throughout  North  Alabama,  composed  principally  of  colored  meni 
with  a  sprinkling  of  whites.  Those  Union  Leagues  were  supposed — i  am  speaking  now 
only  from  general  information  upon  this  subject  as  upon  the  other — these  Union 
Leagues  were  supposed  to  have  not  only  a  political  object,  but  to  a  certain  extent  an 
object  of  crime;  that  they  were  banded  together  for  the  purpose  of  committing  depre> 
dations  upon  the  whites.  I  say  that  was  the  impression;  I  do  not  say  that  it  was  the 
fact,  because  I  was  never  in  one.  During  the  process  of  reconstruction  there  were  no 
courts  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  either  competent  or  active  in  the  administration  of  the 
laws.  Everything  to  a  certain  extent  was  chaotic,  every  man  and  every  part  of  sooiety 
were  entirely  at  sea.  And  this  band  of  Ku-Klux  was  said  to  have  been  organized  to 
counteract  the  objects  and  acts  of  the  Union  Leagues,  and  to  ponish  crime  where  the 
laws  failed  to  administer  justice.  I  am  speaking  now  of  what  was  the  general  impres- 
sion of  the  country  at  that  time.  As  soon  as  the  reconstruction  measures  became  4>p<^ 
rative,  and  the  government  was  organized  under  those  measures,  and  the  coorts  of 
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jnstice  were  reopened,  that  org»ONs»tion  was  disbAQded,  or  certainly  it  ceased  to  exist, 
so  far  as  the  general  information  of  the  country  \?ent.  Unfortunately,  under  the  re- 
eonstmotion  measorea  in  Alabama,  we  had  placed  in  power  a  great  many  incompetent 
officers,  men  who  were  not  capable  of  discharging  the  functions  either  of  judge  or 
proseeating  attorney;  men  who  were  totally  unlit  either  by  their  moral  or  their  mental 
character  to  administer  the  laws.  I  am  speaking  now  what  my  experience  as  a  lawyer 
bids  me  to  speak.  The  old  system  of  prosecuting  attorneys  was  abolished;  that  is, 
what  we  called  the  district  system,  where  a  prosecuting  attorney  bad  a  jurisdiction, 
if  I  may  use  that  exprefleion,  of  five  or  six  counties,  or  rather  coextensive  with  a  judi- 
cial circuit ;  that  office  of  prosecuting  attorney  was  abolished,  and  in  its  stead  was 
established  a  multiplicity  of  solicitorships,  one  for  every  county ;  thus  reducing  the 
dignity  of  the  office  and  the  emoluments  of  the  office  to  such  an  extent  as  to  forbid 
the  poiBsibility  of  obtaining  talented  men  to  fill  them.  A  few  boys,  who  had  just  come 
to  the  bar,  striplings  who  nad  no  experience,  and  who,  perhaps,  had  never  read  a  law 
book  through,  were  the  only  ones  who  ran  for  such  offices,  and  filled  them.  They 
were  not  only  incompetent,  but  were  living  in  the  very  midst  of  the  infiuences  they 
ought  to  have  put  down.  They  thus  became  timid  in  the  administration  of  the  laws ; 
they  were  too  young  and  timid.  Fortunately  that  is  now  somewhat  passing  away ; 
they  are  getting  more  experience,  and  t-o  a  certain  extent  are  becoming  more  capable 
of  (iischarging  their  duties,  and  are  now  bringing  men  to  justice  that  otherwise  escaped 
formerly,  partly  from  ignorance  and  partly  from  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  prose- 
cuting officers.  When  that  unfortunate  condition  of  afiaii-s  passed  away,  it  was  gen- 
erally understood  that  tdie  Ku-Klux  organization  had  disbanded ;  and  i  repeat  that  I 
atn  satisfied  that  for  two  years  past,  since  the  presidential  election  which  elected 
General  Orant,  there  has  been  no  such  thin^  as  any  organized  bands  of  depredators  or 
of  Kn-Klnx  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  I  think  that  I  am  in  a  position  to  gain  general 
information  on  that  subject.  I  repeat,  however,  that  small  organized  bodies  of  men 
have  i)erx>elrated  crimes,  but  not  pursuant  to  anj  rules  or  laws  of  an  organization,  but 
simply  to  cover  np  theur  villanies. 
Queaiian.  That  is  the  answer  you  make  to  ^he  Inquiry  I  put  f 
Anawer.  Tes,  sir. 

i^ueatiom,  I  do  not  wish  to  hiterrupt  you  if  you  are  not  through.    Is  that  the  full 
answer  you  desire  to  make  f 
Anstcf}'.  That  is  all  1  desire  to  say  now  that  is  pertinent. 
QtuatUm.  I  do  not  wish  t-o  intei-rupt  you  unless  you  are  through. 
Anstcer.  I  believe  I  am  through. 

^^UiSstUm.  I  desire  to  follow  that  by  this  inquiry ;  I  will,  however,  premise  with  an- 
other inquiry.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  Union  Leagues  were  first  established 
there  as  a  political  organization  ;  and  that,  as  you  understood  it  and  as  yon  believe  it 
was  understood  by  others,  some  arrangements  were  made  for  committing  depredations 
*«ipoD  tbo  white  population  ? 

Answer,  That  was  the  impression  of  the  country. 

QvesUon.  And  that  the  Ku-Klux  organization  followed  it  for  the  purpose  of  counter- 
acting its  political  operations,  and  also  to  counteract  its  depredations  by  violence 
alsof 

Answer.  No ;  I  have  never  understood  that  the  Eu-Klux  organization  had  any  politi- 
cal significance  whatever. 

QueaUon.  Did  I  understand  you  correctly,  then,  if  I  understand  you  to  say  that  it 
was  organi£:ed  in  opposition  to  the  Union  Leagues  for  both  purposes,  or  was  it  only  for 
the  purpose  of  counteracting  violence  f 

Answer.  To  counteract  violence,  and  to  administer  that  ju§|tice  which  the  laws  failed 
to  administer.  I  will  not  say  admintstering  justice,  but  to  punish  crimes  which  the 
laws  failed  to  punish. 

QueaHon.  Whether  intended  or  not,  did  it  follow  that  persons  who  entered  that  Ku- 
KIux  organization  were  opposed  to  the  republican  party — that  they  were  of  the  demo- 
cratic party  f 
Answer.  I  could  only  give  my  impression. 
Question.  What  is  that  ? 

Answer.  In  my  section  of  the  country  the  whites  are  nearly  all  democrats. 
QueaHon.  Then,  whether  intended  as  a  political  organization  or  not,  did  it  result  as  a 
matter  of  fact  tbat  those  who  composedjlt  were  of  the  democratic  party  f 

An$w€}:  I  could  not  answer  that,  fix^m  the  simple  fact  that  I  do  not  know  one  man 
who  belonged  to  it. 

Queation.  60  far  as  your  information  ji^oes,  did  yon  ever  hear  anybody  charged  with 
helungiug  to  it  who  was  not  of  that  pohtical  organization  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have. 

Qunlion.  Tliese  questions  have  been  preliminary  to  the  one  which  I  deem  of  the 
most  imjMirtance.  That  question  is,  let  these  offenses,  committed  by  these  disguised 
l^awls,  have  be^n  coniniitt^?d  for  a  political  purpose  or  not,  have  the  depredators  been 
Vi'uuglit  to  justice  and  punished,  as  a  rule,  or  have  the  laws  failed  to  reach  them,  be- 
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cause  of  the  difficulty  of  identifying  the  offenders  or  proving  the  offienses  against 
themt 

An9wer,  I  do  not  think  that  I  know  of  any^-yes,  I  tliink  there  irere  some  in  Lan- 
derdale  County,  perhaps,  who  were  discovered  and  prosecuted ;  that  is  iny  present! 
recollection,  hut  that  is  the  only  instance  I  have  known  of  any  discovery  of  the  Kn- 
IQux,  with  the  exception  of  the  four  disguised  negro  men  who  whipped  one  of  their 
own  race.  That  was  ahont  two  years  ago ;  and  I  will  say  in  connection  with  that-, 
that  there  were  some  disguised  men  who  took  out  the  negroes  who  had  been  disguised, 
and  whipped  them  for  whipping  the  negro.  As  I  stat^  before,  those  disgui^d  ne- 
groes were  dismissed  at  my  earnest  solicitation,  because  of  their  ignorance  of  the  laws 
of  Alabama  and  of  the  heavy  penalties  attached  to  Ku-Kluxism. 

Question.  Then  that  case  and  the  case  in  Lauderdale  County  are  the  only  ones 
wluch  you  remember  of  disguised  men  having  been  brought  into  court  and  prosecuted 
for  their  offenses  t 

Answer,  I  think  a6;  that  is  my  recollection.  I  will  state,  in  this  connection,  (it 
would  perhaps  be  pertinent,)  that  the  statute  law  of  Alabama  in  regard  to  disguised 
men  is,  I  will  not  call  it  severe,  but  is  very  peculiar,  and  exceedingly  strict  and  exact- 
ing in  its  provisions.  If  a  party  is  whipped  or  killed  by  men  in  disguise,  the  county 
may  be  sued  for  a  penalty  ranging  from  $1,000  to  $5,000 ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  pros- 
ecuting attorney  of  the  county  to  institute  suit  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  victim  or  the 
relatives  of  the  family.  I  think  that  in  Lauderdale  County  several  suits,  or  one  or  two 
suits,  have  been  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  recovering  the  penalty ;  in  one  instance 
for  whipping^  man  by  the  name  of  Rogers,  and  in  that  case  I  think  he  himself  is  the 
witness. 

By  Mr'.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  What  is  the  fact  as  to  whether  these  kinds  of  suits  are  or  are  not  brought 
in  other  parts  of  the  State  f 

Answer,  They  are :  it  is  the  duty  of  the  solicitor  to  bring  them. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  case  of  tb|e  kind  f 

Ansu)er,  1  cannot  specify,  but  I  know  it  is  generally  understood  that  the  solicitor 
will  do  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Has  there  been  i^y  recovery,  that  you  are  aware  of,  against  any  county 
under  that  law  f 

Answer,  Not  yet :  I  do  not  know  of  any  recovery.  There  was  a  case  carried  to  the 
supreme  court  of  Alabama  the  other  day,  under  which  there  had  been  a  recovery  in 
the  court  below,  but  the  supreme  court  decided  against  the  recovery. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  On  a  question  of  law  f 

Answer.  It  turned  out  that  the  parties  were  not  disguised,  but  they  were  hid  behind 
some  bushes.  The  county,  however,  was  at  first  successful  in  the  soit ;  the  penalty 
was  inflicted  upon  the  county  in  the  court  below,  but  in  the  supreme  court  it  was  re* 
versed.    That  is  the  only  case  that  I  know  which  has  come  to  a  termination. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  have  no  knowledge  of  any  case  in  which  there  has  been  any  recovery 
against  the  county  f 

Answer,  I  do  not,  unless  it  is  that  one.  That  case  was  from  the  city  of  Mobile,  I  be- 
lieve; I  will  not  speak  positively  on  that  point. 

Question,  Have  you  any  recollection  of  a  case  occurring  in  Lawrence  County  in  1869, 
in  which  a  man  of  the  name  of  Sapp  was  hanged  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  the  name  is  unfamiliar  to  me.  If  I  were  to  hear  anything  about 
the  circumstances  I  might  recall  it. 

Question,  I  am  endeavoring  to  recall  cases  which  have  fallen  under  my  observation 
in  reading.  My  recollection  of  the  case  is  that  Sapp  was  haDgcd  in  Lawrence  County 
in  1869,  and  that  an  officer  named  Garrett  arrestea  a  number  of  prisoners  who  were 
rescued.    You  have  no  recollection  of  that  caset 

Answer,  I  have  not. 

Question.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  a  case  in  which  a  man  named  Collins  was  ar- 
rested and  imprisoned,  and  then  escaped  f 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  recollect  that. 

Question,  How  recent  was  that  case  f 

Answer.  How  long  since  f 

Question,  Yes. 

Anstver.  It  was  some  twelve  months  ago.  I  think  Collins  settled  in  my  county,  the 
county  of  Colbert:  engaged  in  planting,  and  engaged  in  politics.  Where  he  came  from 
I  do  not  know ;  he  was  a  stranger  to  us ;  he  came  from  some  Northern  State.  H© 
failed  at  planting,  however,  and  got  into  the  courts,  which  enabled  me  to  become 
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pretty  well  acqnaitited  with  his  history.  He  was  elected  one  of  the  board  of  education 
for  that  congressional  district,  the  district  represented  now  by  M^jor  Sloss.  Before 
that,  however^  or  abont  that  time,  he  was  insulted  by  a  man  of  the  name  of  Kemahan, 
at  the  hotel  table  in  the  town  of  Tnscumbia.  They  got  into  'an  altercation,  knd  the 
resalt  was  that  Collins  killed  KAmahan..  Kemahan  was  a  native  of  Alabama,  I  be* 
lieve ;  a  drinking  man,  a^d  exceeoingly  offensive.  Collins  and  he  in  the  altercation, 
however,  both  fired  at  the  same  time,  and  Collins  killed  him,  at  the  hotel  table.  Col- 
lins was  tried,  proeecnted  with  a  great  deal  of  zeal  oil  the  part  of  the  family  of  Kema- 
hau,  which  was  a  wealthy  family,  but  the  Jury  acquitted  Collins. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trumps 

QueBtion.  Was  it  a  mixed  JuryT 

Ansioer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  not  a  mixed  Jury.  A  Jury  of  the  best  citizens  of  that  country 
acquitted  Collins.  And  I  must  confess  that  there  is  perhaps  no  instance  that  would  be 
more  illnstrative  of  the  fairness  of  an  Alabama  Jury  than  that  case,  because  there  was 
no  man  iu  that  section  of  the  country,  drinking  man  though  he  was,  who  had  a  higher 
character  for  generous  impulses  than  Kemahan.  He  was  beloved  through  all  that 
region  of  country.  Collins  was  a  man  who  was,  I  may  say,  most  odious,  so  far  as  his 
p<Hitical  movements  with  the  colored  race  were  concerned.  He  was  chief  in  the 
organization  of  Union  Leagueisra ;  he  was  a  speaker  on  ev^rv  stump,  to  colored  men, 
where  politics  was  concerned.  Yet  that  man  was  triumphantly  acquitted  by  the  jury, 
without  five  minutes'  consideration.  A  year  or  more  elapsed,  when  there  was  a  conteat 
for  Congress.  Hau^hey,  who  was  a  representative  in  the  Fortieth  Congress,  I  believe, 
was  a  candidate  and  very  obnoxious  to  Collins,  who  espoused  the  cause  of  Hinds.  In 
the  town  of  Courtland,  Collins  and  Haughey  got  into  an  idtercation  and  Haughey  was 
killed. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Haughey  was  a  republican,  was  he  not  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Haughey  was  killed  by  Collins,  vtho  was  arrested,  brought  before 
a  court  of  inquiry,  and  committed  to  stand  his  trial  in  the  circuit  court.  During  the 
time  of  bis  imprisonment  he  was  taken  out  of  Jail,  it  was  said,  I  believe,  by  some  dis- 
guised men. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

QuenUoH,  Can  you  state  right  there  whether  Haughey  was  a  favorite  among  the 
nesroes,  or  not,  as  a  republican  candidate  f 
Answer.  Haughey  was  most  decidedly  the  favorite  candidate  with  the  negroes. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesUoH.  That  is  your  recollection  of  that  case  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Collins  escaped,  and  it  is  said  that  he  has  gone  to  New  Mexico, 
with  his  father-in-law,  General  Smith,  who  was  appointed  revenue  collector  or  revenue 
assessor  in  New  Mexico. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Was  he  bailed  out  t 

Answer.  No,  sir :  he  escaped.  He  was  tcommitted  for  murder  in  the  first  degree,  which 
is  not  bailable.  There  are  various  impressions  in  regard  to  his  guilt;  I  have  my  own 
impression. 

ByMr.  BtAiR: 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  he  was  taken  out  of  Jail  by  disguised  men* 
Do  you  mean  rescued  by  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  My  law  partner,  Mi^or  Sloss,  was  hisMtomey,  and  received  letters 
from  him  after  he  escaped  and  went  out  of  the  country.  There  is  no  question  about  it 
that  he  was  taken  out  by  his  fiiends. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Out  of  the  Jailf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qfiertion.  Is  it  your  impression  that  they  were  disguised  when  they  took  him  out,  oi 
met  him  after  they  got  him  out  t 

Answer.  I  am  not  positive.  The  reason  why  I  think  they  were  disguised  is  that  it 
"Was  reported  all  over  the  country  that  the  Kn-Klux  had  taken  Colluis  out  and  hung 
him. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

QusUom.  He  has  been  heard  of  since  t 

Answer.  My  law  partner  was  his  attorney ;  we  have  dissolved  partnership  now ;  but 
M^tir  Sloaa  told  me  that  he  had  received  communications  from  Collins,  ana  everybody 
kntira  that  he  is  with  his  father-in-law  in  New  Mexico. 
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By  the  Chairman: 

QnesHon.  Statements  have  been  made,  and  I  want  to  inqnire  of  yoor  knowledge  of 
their  truth,  of  railroad  drains  having  been  stopped  by  men  in  disguise,  taken  control 
of,  and  run  from  one  point  to  another,  while  thev  inflicted  whippings  upon  some 
aegroes  in  your  State.    State  if  you  have  any  information  upon  that  subject. 

Anstaer,  I  have  never  received  any  official  information  upon  that  subject.  I  have 
heard  of  it,  and  upon  hearing  of  it  I  attempted  to  institute  an  investigation ;  but  diffi- 
culties with  regard  to  the  railroad,  the  stoppage  of  the  trains,  has  prevented  me  froia 
accomplishing  my  object.  I  suppose  you  allude  to  the  occurrence  upon  the  Alabaiua 
and  Chattanooga  Railroad,  at  some  iron- works  at  Attala. 

Quesium.  I  do  not  wish  to  allude  to  any  case  in  particular.  Statements  have  beeu 
made  generally,  and  I  wish  your  general  information  upon  the  subject. 

Answer,  That  is  the  only  case  I  know  of,  the  one  on  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga 
Railroad.  My  information  was  general,  that  a  railroad  train,  or  an  engine,  waa  fired 
up  and  carried  down  from  a  station  on  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad,  by  a 
party,  to  a  little  town  called  Attala,  and  therd  they  whipped  some  negroes.  But  I  un- 
derstood that  it  was  by  some  employds  of  the  road  wuo  had  taken  offense  at  some 
neeroes  who  bad  been  working  with  them. 

Question.  How  lonp;  a^go  was  that  f 

Ansicer,  It  was  within  the  last  five  or  six  weeks,  I  think;  but  am  not  positive 
Bbout  it. 

QHetiUm.  Did  yon  institnte  any  investigation  as  to  that  t 

Answer,  1  gave  orders  to  have  it  investigated,  but  the  railroad  has  ^ne  into 
bankruptcy,  and  the  trains  have  stopped,  and  there  was  no  easy  way  of  getting  at  the 
foots. 

QuesHott.  Was  it  your  information  that  a  teacher  of  a  colored  school  was  whipped  at 
that  time  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  did  not  hear  that. 

Question,  Was  it  your  Informaition  that  the  whipping  was  confibaed  to  the  negroes 
working  on  the  road  f 

Answer,  That  is  my  recollection,  and  the  only  reoollection  I  have  on  the  matter.  No- 
body communicated  the  facts  to  me  at  all.  It  has  often  been  my  request  to  citizena  to 
correspond  vrith  me,  and  advise  me  with  re^rd  to  these  matters.  But  I  have  received 
no  communication  upon  that  subject  from  Mr.  Stanton,  or  from  any  other  party  con- 
nected with  the  roaa.  My  understanding  was  that  it  was  an  outrage  committed  by 
one  part  of  the  employ^  of  the  road  upon  another  part  of  them. 

QuesUon,  Have  youinformation  of  a  case  occurring  in  De  Kalb  County,  in  whieh  a 
man  named  Henry  Smith  was  handed  at  Hickory  Bark  f 

Answer,  I  have  not ;  this  is  the  hrst  time  I  have  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Allegations  have  been  made  before  the  committee  that  in  certain  portlona 
of  the  Stat-e  of  Alabama,  republicans  were  not  at  liberty  to  freely  express  thoir  political 
sentiments  without  danger  of  personal  violence ;  that  has  been  said  with  regard  to 
Greene  County,  Marengo  County,  and  other  counties.  If  you  have  any  knowledge  of 
the  public  sentiment  tnere,  as  bearing  upon  that  question,  please  give  it  to  the  eom- 
mittee. 

Answer,  I  am  entirely  ignorant,  personally,  of  it.  I  have  never  been  in  Greene 
County  but  once,  and  that  was  during  the  war ;  I  have  not  been  there  since.  I  have 
spoken  freely  with  leading  citizens  of  Greene  Connty,  and  they  all  seem  to  think  that 
tue  disposition  of  the  people  is  not  only  peaceable,  but  exceedingly  tolerant.  I  believe 
that  any  man  can  go  into  the  countv  of  Greene  and  express  his  political  seutimente* 
Judging  from  my  experience  in  the  late  canvass  in  other  counties,  and  my  kuowled^ 
of  the  people  generally,  I  would  say  that,  as  a  general  thin^,  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty encountered  by  any  mt^n  of  any  politioal  party  expressing  his  sentiments. 

Question,  You  canvassed  the  State  at  the  last  election  r 

Answer,  I  canvassed  some  thirty  or  forty  counties  of  the  State. 

Question.  Were  you  interfered  with  or  interrupted  at  any  of  your  meetings  by  any 
person  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  not  at  all. 

Question,  No  obstacle  was  presented  to  the  free  expression  of  yonr  sent^BntsI 

Answer.  1  would  have  to  take  a  general  view  of  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  the  State 
of  Alabama.  I  think  that  I  know,  if  any  man  has  a  right  to  know,  the  peculiar  cfaor- 
acteristios  of  the  people  of  Alabama.  My  political  oareer  has  been  a  long  and  peetiiiar 
one  in  Alabama.  I  am  not  a  native  of  the  South,  uor  am  I  a  native  of  the  United 
States. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  What  is  your  nativity  t 

Answer,  I  am  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  went  into  the  State  of  Alabama  in  1849.  In 
1853 1  was  elected  to  the  legislature  of  Alabama,  after  a  short  residence  there  of  fear 
years.    I  went  to  Alabama  m)m  the  good  old  State  of  North  Carolina    Senator  Pool 
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eomraenced  his  manbood  with  me,  in  his  old  connty.  I  went  fipom  a  good  old  whig 
county  into  a  democratic  one.  In  four  years  I  was  elected  by  one  of  the  largest  nityor- 
ities  given  to  any  one.  I  was  a  foreigner ;  I  was  a  .stranger.  Again,  in  1857, 1  wa« 
elect«l  to  the  State  senate.  I  mention  these  things  in  order  to  come  to  the  point.  In 
IWO I  was  an  elector  on  the  democratic  ticket.  After  the  Charleston  convention  I  re- 
signed my  electorship,  and,  in  my  letter  of  resignation  in  the  public  prints,  declared 
that  I  could  have  no  afUliation  with  any  party  that  aimed  at  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union.  I  was  then  placed  upon  the  Douglas  ticket  as  an  elector ;  I  canvassed  the 
State,  at  least  the  northern  part  of  the  State.  I  met  Mr.  Yancey,  and  denounced  soces- 
sion.  The  feeling  then  was  ten  times  warmer  than  it  has  been  at  any  time  since  the 
war.  But  I  never  received  an  insult,  because  the  people  are  a  generous  people  ;  I  have 
8  right  to  say  so.  I  opposed  secession  on  every  hill  and  in  every  valley  in  North  Ala- 
bama. In  May,  1861, 1  came  out  in  the  same  panel*  that  published  a  speech  delivered 
on  the  occasion  of  the  presentation  of  the  iirst  nag  to  the  first  company  that  went  to 
Fort  Morgan:  and  in  a  parallel  column  with  the  speech  upon  the  occasion  of  the  de- 
hvery  of  that  flag  appeared  my  letter,  stating  that  I  had  opposed  secession  ;  that  I 
bad  not  changed  my  mind,  and  that  I  did  not  tnink,  from  the  action  of  the  confederate 
congress,  there  was  any  good  reason  why  I  should  change  it.  Yet  I  was  tolerated,  and 
no  man  ever  attempted  to  insult  me,  or  thought  of  insulting  me.  I  mention  this  to 
show  the  freedom  of  opinion  permitted  and  recognized  in  Alabama.  I  say  what  took 
place  in  1861  is  as  prevalent  to-day  in  Alabama.  There  is  no  man,  I  care  not  how  ob- 
noxious be  may  be  in  the  political  history  of  the  country,  if  he  will  go  into  the  Stat« 
of  Alabama  and  express  his  opinions,  not  attempt  to  arouse  ill-feeling  between  the 
races,  but  can  express  his  opinions  anywhere  he  ple^ises.  But,  as  a  matter  of  self-pro- 
tection, the  people  of  Alabama  require  that  there  shall  be  peace  and  harmony  and  con- 
cord existing  between  the  two  races  ;  that  is  all  we  want.  In  that  connection  I  will 
say  that  I  know  of  no  feeling  in  Alabama  against  the  colored  race  or  against  republi- 
cans, more  than  existed  in  olden  times  between  whigs  and  democrats.  In  olden  times 
1  have  met  with  more  opposition  and  more  insulting  flings  than  republicans  to-day 
get  in  Alabama.  In  old  election  canvasses,  when  men  got  on  their  sprees,  they  would 
sav,  **You  know  you  lie;"  *'That  is  a  lie.''  That  was  a  common  thing  back  in  the 
hills  and  mountains  in  the  olden  ti  mes.  But  we  knew  how  to  take  that ;  perhaps  the  fel* 
low  who  did  it  would  turn  around  and  vote  for  us  the  next  day  ;  I  have  known  them 
to  do  it.  The  same  thing,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  the  St^ate  of  Alabama  prevails  now, 
and  always  will  prevail  in  this  country.  But  as  for  opposition  to  a  man  merely  because 
be  is  a  republican — there  may  be  instances;  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  there  aro 
not. 

Question.  In  the  case  where  a  public  meeting  is  composed  largely  of  the  negroes  them- 
selves, do  you  give  it  cs  your  belief  and  opinion  that  there  is  no  disposition  to  inter- 
fere with  the  fi*ee  expression  of  opinion  in  instructing  the  negroes  as  to  what  their 
civil  and  political  rights  arc  in  the  new  relations  which  they  now  sustain  f 

Amncer,  I  say  there  may  be  an  isolated  case ;  but  as  a  general  thing  there  is  not. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

-  Question,  Are  you  aware  of  any  such  isolated  cases  or  not  f  if  so,  you  can  state  them. 
Do  they  not  frequently  occur  in\he  North  t 

Aiufwer.  I  never  lived  in  the  North,  but  I  take  it  for  granted  they  occur  everywhere 
Boder  a  reirablican  government.  I  will  say  here,  in  this  connection,  that  the  feelings 
of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Alalfama  are  advancing.  You  are  aware,  as  well  as  I  am, 
that  the  reconstruction  measures  were  not  by  any  means  acceptable  to  the  people  of  the 
Sooth ;  that  is  too  patent  a  fact  to  be  controverted.  But  that  has  passed  away,  and 
w©  are  beginning  to  recognize  not  only  the  fact  of  right  and  the  practical  workings  of 
.  the  right,  uut  the  democrats  are  beginning  to  electioneer  with  the  colored  men  just 
like  old  times,  and  we  are  trying  to  get  all  the  votes  we  can  down  there. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Qufsftoir.  Do  you  believe  that  the  whippings  of  the  negroes,  of  which  you  have  heard, 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  efibrt  to  nullify  the  reconstruction  laws  in  Alabama,  and 
to  deter  them  from  the  exercise  of  their  political  rights  ? 

Ansicer,  I  put  it  upon  record,  without  any  hesitancy  whatever,  that  I  do  not  believe 
there  has  been  a  man  whipx)ed  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  during  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  if  ever,  certainly  not  in  the  last  two  or  three  years,  on  account  of  his  political 
prineiplea ;  not  a  man,  black  or  white. 

QlMesfuHi.  Or  with  the  purpose  of  deterring  the  negro  from  the  exercise  of  his  political 
ri^tsf 

Answer.  Or  with  that  purpose  ;  personally  I  know  nothing  of  that  sort.  In  my 
countv  we  have  nine  hundred  negro  voters,  and  they  are  divided  into  parties  just  as 
the  whites  are. 

Question.  I  desired  to  call  your  attention  to  these  points  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
yoor  views  upon  them.    It  has  been  alleged  that  in  many  instances  republican  oMcera 
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in  the  saxue  portioD  of  the  State  to  which  I  have  referred  have  heem  threatened,  and 
compelled  to  resign  their  offices  for  fear  of  encoantering  this  personal  violence.  Give 
to  the  comiDlttee  yonr  knowledge  and  belief  upon  that  allegation. 

Anmcer.  Since  I  have  been  in  tbegovemnient  of  Alabama^  there  have  been  one  or  two 
instances  in  which  parties  themselves  conmiunicated  that  fact  to  me.  One  of  thmn 
was  a  Mr.  Blackford,  of  the  county  of  Hale.  He  said  that  he  was  compelled  to  resign 
from  fear  of  bodily  consequence. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 

Question,  What  office  t 
Amtcer,  Judge  of  probate. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  In  what  part  of  the  State  is  Hale  County  t 

Answer,  It  was  a  part  of  Greene  County.  Mr.  Blackford  came  to  me  at  Montgomery, 
and  in  conversation  said  that  he  felt  that  his  personal  safety  required  that  he  shoula 
resign.  I  replied  to  him  that  I  would  not  accept  his  resignation  for  that  reason ;  that 
I  did  not  think  he  was  in  danger ;  and  that  I  would  not  be  a  party  to  encourage  the 
resignation  of  any  officer  on  account  of  such  apprehensions,  or  on  account  of  threats. 
He  returned.  I  heard  no  more  of  him  for  two  or  three  weeks,  when  he  came  to  Mont- 
gomery in  company  with  a  gentleman  from  that  county,  tendered  his  resignation,  and 
at  the  same  time  presented  a  letter  recommending  a  party  to  succeed  him.  I  accepted 
his  resignation,  with  the  belief  that  he  had  entered  into  an  agreement  with  his  suc- 
cessor^ a  man  of  very  ^ood  standing,  a  democrat,  but  of  moderate  views.  About  the 
time  I  accepted  his  resignation,  another  party  came  up  and  pressed  upon  me  to  give 
the  appointment  to  him. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  The  same  man  he  had  recommended  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  his  own  appointmentj  recommended  by  the  leading  citizens  of  Hale 
County  of  both  parties.  Upon  inquiry,  I  discovered  that  the  appointment  of  either  of 
them  would  not  restore  harmony  to  thex>eople,  and  I  therefore  refused  to  appoint  eitlier 
of  them,  and  selected  and  appointed  another  man ;  I  tendered  the  office  to  him ;  he  did 
not  know  I  was  going  to  appoint  him.  He  is  the  son  of  Judge  Pearson,  of  North  Carolina ; 
I  tendered  the  appointment  to  him ;  he  was  not  aware  of  it  until  I  sent  it  to  him.  I 
gave  offense  to  the  other  parties,  but  I  received  the  approbation  of  the  best  citizens  of 
the  county  for  my  selection.  He  was  a  man  who  perhaps  did  not  participate  in  XK>Iltic« 
at  all.  I  apppoint«d  him  because  it  was  a  republican  county ;  and  although  I  appointed 
a  democrat,  I  wanted  one  as  nearly  acceptable  to  all  parties  as  I  could  get.  That  is  one 
case.  I  wUl  say,  however,  that  nobody  ever  hurt  Blackford.  He  kept  his  fine  race- 
horses, his  fine  stud,  and  did  everything  in  the  world  any  citizen  could  do,  and  no  one 
ever  hurt  a  hair  of  his  head. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  there  not  a  communication  in  the  papers  that  a  party  had  written  to 
him  requesting  him  to  resign  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  heaid  it  from  him ;  all  1  know  about  the  matter  I  obtained  from 
Mr.  Blackford  himself. 

Question^  HoW  many  other  counties  were  there  in  which  officers  tendered  their  remg- 
nations  to  you  t 

Answer,  well,  sir,  a  gentleman  came  up  from  Choctaw  County  a  few  weeks  ago  with 
the  resignation  of  the  judge  of  probate ;  in  tendering  that  resignation,  of  which\e  was 
the  bearer,  he  solicited  the  appointment  for.  himself,  and  I  gave  it  to  him. 

Question.  Ha'd  the  officer  who  resigned  been  threatened  f 

Answer,  That  is  what  I  understood ;  but  it  is  only  hearsay. 

Question,  Are  those  the  only  instances  of  which  you  have  heard — ^the  instances  froni 
Hal©  -pounty  and  Choctaw  County  t 

Anst^,  I  think  there  was  a  public  meeting  held  in  Sumter  County^  requesting 
Luther  Sinith,  who  is  a  citizen  of  Choctaw  Cotmty,  to  resign. 

Question.  He  is  the  judge  of  the  circuit  t 
'   Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  This  county  of  Greene  is  also  in  his  circuit  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  have  been  some  resignations,  but  they  are  few. 
Question.  What  is  Judge  Smith's  standing  there  as  a  lawyer  f 

Answer.  Really  I  do  not  know  his  standing ;  I  never  saw  him  but  once ;  he  seems  to 
be  a  man  of  energy. 

Question,  Was  there  any  other  reason  given  for  his  resignation  than  the  fiict  of  bis 
■  party  relations  t 

Answer.  1  do  not  really  know  what  the  cause  of  it  was ;  I  really  do  not  know ;  I 
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ooald  not  speak  with  any  accnraoy  at  all  upon  tliat  subject.  I  will  say  that  I  know 
nothing  at  all  against  his  personal  character ;  I  never  heard  it  oUegedthat  he  was*guilty 
of  ttiy  crime. 

Qu^Hon,  Orthat  he  was  incompetent  y 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  I  have  heard  about  his  incompetency  or  not. 

QueeHon,  Were  you  thrown  in  contact  with  him  in  the  circuit  T 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  will  say  that  I  think  I  have  heard,  perhaps,  that  he  was  incom- 
petent, or  something  like  that.  I  paid  very  little  attention  to  it,  because  the  question 
of  competeucy  is  a  matter  of  opinion  among  men. 

Q^e9Han,  In  how  many  counties  have  you  been  called  ni>on  to  render  protection 
against  outrages  and  violence  t 

Answer,  I  think  I  was  called  upon  from  the  county  of  CooMa. 

Question.  Please  name  the  counties,  and  afterward  give  the  details  in  regard  to  each 
county.    Was  there  any  call  from  Hale  County  t 

^nsicer.  Well,  no,  sir  j  there  was  no  direct  call.  There  never  was  a  direct  call  at  all 
upoo  me  but  once,  and  that  was  from  Coosa  County.  Blackford  wrote  me  oue  or  two 
ieltcrs  stating  the  condition  of  things  in  Hale  County,  and  I  think  the  sheriff  of  Hale 
wiote  to  me. 

Question.  Have  you  taken  any  steps,  or  are  you  about  to  take  any,  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  Stat^  militia  for  protection  T 

Answer,  Yes^  sir ;  I  issued  a  circular  to  Greene  County,  asking  them  to  organize  a 
company,  subject  to  my  orders,  to  aid  the  civil  authorities.  I  also  addressed  a  circular 
to  Jackson  County,  asKing  them  to  organize  a  company.  The  laws  with  regard  to  the 
militia  were  very  imperfect.  There  is  a  provision  made  for  volunteer  militia,  a  provi- 
sion as  lengthy  as  those  for  the  armies  of  the  United  States.  It  was  impracticable  to  or- 
ganize the  entire  militia  of  the  State.  I  received  replies  from  the  different  counties, 
stating  that  they  did  not  think  there  was  any  necessity  for  the  organization  of  the  mi- 
litia ;  that  the  public  sentiment  against  lawlessness  was  becoming  so  strong  that  they 
thought  in  a  short  time  it  would  be  entirely  overcome. 

Q^esHon.  What  have  been  the  facts  laid  before  you,  or  of  which  you  have  infonna- 
iiony  which  induced  you  to  take  the  initiatory  steps  for  organizing  the  militia  in  those 
counties  ? 

Answer,  Blackford's  letter  and  a  communication  from  the  solicitor  in  regard  to  the 
klTling  of  Cates,  iu  Jackson  County.  I  never  had  any  necessity  presented  to  me  with 
regard  to  any  otner  county  iu  the  State,  from  any  party,  to  organize  any  body  of  men 
to  aid  them. 

Question,  Were  the  facts  such  as  to  induce  you  to  suppose  that  such  a  step  was  ad< 
visable  t 

Answer.  I  thought  that  an  organization  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  respective 
counties  would  have  a  tendency  to  overawe  those  who  were  disposed  to  lawlessness.  I 
was  exceedingly  anxious  to  signalize  my  administration  by  the  overthrow  of  crime 
and  lawlessness  everywhere  through  the  State.  I  thought  if  I  could  get  such  an  or- 
ganization as  I  speak  of  it  would  have  a  good  influence. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

iluestion.  In  those  counties  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  a  judicial  officer  resign  in  Perry  County  f 

Answer,  Tee,  sir.    He  sold  out,  I  presume. 

Question.  He  resigned. 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  any  cause  given  for  it  t 

Answer.  None  at  oU,  but  the  $5,000  which  his  successor  gave  him.  He  came  up  with 
a  Mr.  Howe  to  my  office,  and  tendered  his  resignation. 

Qusstion.  Is  that  a  cose  to  which  you  have  a&eady  referred  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  referred  to  that  case.  Mr.  Howe  succeeded  him,  and  no 
cause  whatever  was  assigned  for  it ;  nor  have  I  heard  of  any  except  that  one.  I  do  not 
know  that  he  gof^yOOO,  but  spbsequent  to  the  appointment  I  neard  that  Mr.  Howe 
paid  him  $5,000  for  the  office.    It  is  a  very  profitable  office,  worth  $10,000  a  year. 

(Question,  Did  you  know  of  any  threats  against  those  officers  who  handed  in  their 
resignations  t 

Answer,  The  probate  judge  of  Perry  stated  none.  Mr.  Blackford  in  his  letter  says 
that  the  good  citizens  of  his  county  always  treated  him  weU,  and  that  bethought  that 
oparty  who  desired  the  office  was  the  cause  of  the  offenses  to  which  he  was  BUbjected. 
The  party  that  he  charged  was  one  of  the  applicants  for  the  office ;  I  withheld  the  ap* 
pointment  for  a  week  or  teh  days,  and  then  learned  that  that  chai^ge  was  entirely 
groundless ;  that  the  party  he  had  charged  with  the  offense  was  a  high-toned  Christiaa' 
gentleniaii,  entirdy  fr^  from  suspicion  of  a  disposition  to  iojore  any  man.    Inasmuch^ 
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however*  as  the  charfco  was  so  made,  I  refused  to  give  him  the  appointment,  i^tiiong^ 
he  was  the  one  tomod  out  under  the  reconstruction  acts. 

Question,  Have  you  any  information  of  threats  used  against  the  officers  of  Choctaw 
County,  either  ajgainst  the  sheriff  or  the  prohate  judge  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  understood  that  they  had  been  threatened— only  from  them, 
however. 

Question,  Were  they  threatened  on  account  of  their  political  opinions  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  kuow  anything  about  it  further  than  what  they  told  me. 

Question,  Was  that  the  information  you  had  f 

Answer,  From  them,  yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  any  attempt  made  against  the  judge  of  the  seventh  judicial  cir- 
cuit— one  of  the  circuit  judges  of  the  Stat-e  f 

Answer,  Who  is  the  judge  of  that  circuit  ? 

Question,  What  is  the  number  of  Judge  Smithes  circuit  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  myself  remember ;  &ey  have  been  so  recently  made. 

Question,  In  connection  with  that  subject,  was  complaint  made  to  you  in  any  in- 
stance, or  had  you  information  which  led  you  to  believe  that  there  was  any  attempt 
being  made  to  prevent  holding  the  court  ? 

Answer,  None, 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question.  Right  there  we  may  as  well  know  how  long  the  governor  has  been  in  office. 
How  long  have  you  been  governor  of  the  Stato  of  Alabama  ? 
Ansicer,  Six  months ;  I  went  into  office  the  latter  part  of  November. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  When  the  probate  judge  of  Chocttaw  County  resigned,  do  you  remember 
what  reason  he  gave  f 

Answer,  He  did  not  give  any  reason ;  simply  sent  in  his  resignation  through  Jadge 
Houston,  whom  I  appointed.  I  did  not  wait  a  moment,  but  appointed  him,  although 
I  had  a  communication  asking  that  the  appointment  should  not  be  made  until  other 
applications  could  be  made. 

Question,  Was  it  not  Judge  Glover  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  was. 

(Question,  It  was  he  who  brought  the  resignation  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  was  thinking  of  another  judge. 

Question.  Did  he  give  any  reason  for  the  resignation  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  recollect. 

Question,  Was  any  step  ever  taken,  either  before  your  term  or  since,  to  investigate 
the  murder  of  Mr.  &oyd,  the  solicitor  of  Greene  County  ? 

Answer,  I  know  very  little  about  that  case ;  in  fact,  nothing  but  hearsay. 

Question,  That  occurred  before  the  commencement  of  your  term  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  time  before ;  I  was  at  home  when  I  heard  of  the  murder. 

Question,  How  far  do  you  reside  from  Greene  County,  where  that  murder  was  oom- 
mittedf 

Answer.  About  one  hnudred  and  fifty  miles. 

Question.  Was  any  political  motive  attributed  for  that  murder  t 

Answer.  The  only  thing  I  overheard  about  it,  that  I  now  remember,  was  that  he  was 
prosecuting  some  parties,  and  they  thought  the  parties  prosecuted  were  implicated  in 
the  murder. 

QuesUfin,  Was  not  that  murder,  according  to  your  information,  committed  by  men  in 
disguise  in  the  night  f 

Answer.  ReaUy  I  do  not  remember  any  particulars  about  it. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  reading  the  accounts  of  it  t 

Answer.  I  suppose  I  read  the  accounts  of  it,  but  I  do  not  remember  the  particulars. 

Question.  The  account  given  was  that  some  75  or  80  men  in  disguise,  or  a  large  num- 
ber of  them,  rode  into  a  large  town  during  the  session  of  the  court  and  murdered  a 
man  in  the  hotel.  How  do  yon  distinguish  that  case  from  offenses  committed  by  the 
Ku-Klux,  before  the  time  when  yon  say  they  disbanded  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.  I  think  a  special  case  may  be  distinguished  firom  an  organi- 
zation; they  might  disguise  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  committing  a  special  crime^ 
aud  not  be  pursuing  any  regulations  or  orders  of  any  organized  body.  I  have  no  doubt, 
OS  I  have  stated  before,  that  men  in  disguise  have  perpetrated  crimes ;  I  have  no 
doubt,  £rom  my  information,  that  such  has  been  the  case.  But  when  I  say  that,  I  am 
satisfied  from  my  information,  and  I  believe  that,  within  the  last  two  or  two  and  a 
half  years,  or  since  the  presidential  election,  there  nave  been  no  crimes  committed  by 
preconcerted  action— I  will  not  say  preconcerted— but  by  a  permanently  organised 
body. 

QuMtion,  Now,  having  taken  you  over  the  ground  indicated  by  previous  examinar 
tions  here,  as  far  as  I  can,  and  our  object  being  to  ascertain  all  tho  information  with 
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regard  to  yonr  State  in  relation  to  the  execntion  of  the  laws  and  the  safety  of  life  and 
property,  if  there  are  any  other  facts  bearing  upon  that  subject  which  you  have  not 
Btatied,  give  them  fully  to  the  conunittee. 

Annoer.  In  justice  somewhat  to  myself,  I  would  say  that,  in  regard  to  particular  in- 
stances, unless  they  have  occurred  during  my  administration,  I  am  not  able  to  speak 
with  any  accuracy,  for  my  information  of  them  was  obtained  through  the  medium  of 
floating  rumors  and  newspaper  accounts ;  accounts  sometimes  in  one  newspaper,  some^ 
times  in  another,  of  different  political  complexion  ;  and  my  mind  was  not  riveted  to 
them  as  it  has  been  since  I  have  been  in  office.  I  can  only  speak  with  regard  to  the 
general  cliaracter  and  condition  of  the  country. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Your  residence  is  in  Tiiscumbia  ? 

Ansirer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  was  a  colored  man  by  the  name  of  George  Taylor,  said  t-o  have  been 
whipped  in  your  town  in  1869.    Did  you  ever  hear  of  such  a  person  1 

Answer.  Never  heard  of  his  name,  nor  of  his  being  whipped ;  it  may  have  occurred, 
but  I  do  not  recollect  it. 

Question.  And,  about  the  same  time,  it  was  reported  that  three  colored  men  were 
hung  from  a  bridge  at  Tuscnmbia,  a  leading  colored  man  of  the  name  of  Johnson  said 
to  have  been  one  of  them.    Do  you  recollect  the  circumstances  of  these  men  having 
"  been  hung  from  the  bridge  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  fact,  but  I  have  no  doubt  of 
the  three  men  having  been  hnng. 

Question.  For  what  offense? 

Ansicer.  I  was  not  in  Tuscnmbia  at  the  time ;  I  had  my  family  at  the  springs  in  the 
mountains. 

Question.  What  was  the  offense  charged  against  them  f 

Answer.  They  were  hnng,  as  allet^ed — in  fact,  I  am  not  only  satisfied,  bnt  may  say 
that  I  know  that  they  were  hung — for  burning  the  female  academy  of  the  town  of  Tus- 
cnmbia. They  were  considered  to  bo  the  leaders  of  the  con#piracy.  Five  others  were 
prosecuted  Under  indictments  for  arson,  for  the  same  burning.  I  was  the  volunteer 
attorney,  with  one  of  the  oldest  attorneys  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  to  defend  the  five. 
One  of  them  was  the  husband  of  a  negro  girl  that  belonged  to  me  while  slavery  existed, 
a  girl  whom  I  raised.  They  were  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  for  five 
or  seven  year^ — I  forget  now  which.  We  took  an  appeal  to  the  supreme  court 
from  the  ruling  of  the  judge,  and  the  supreme  court  decided  the  appeal  well  taken. 
Their  sentence  was  suspended  in  the  interim.  Before  the  appeal  was  decided 
in  the  supreme  court  they  escaped,  and  the  news  was  circulated  all  over  the  country 
among  the  colored  people  that  those  five  had  been  taken  out  of  iail  and  hung.  That, 
however,  was  not  the  fact ;  they  escaped,  by  the  aid  of  some  of  their  own  race,  and  got 
into  the  States  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  I  speak  now  of  what  I  know,  because 
the  wife  of  one  of  them  was  my  cook ;  she  received  a  letter  from  her  husband,  which 
I  read  to  her ;  and  she  went  on  to  the  State  of  Kentucky,  where  she  now  is,  and  cor- 
responds now  with  my  little  girls.  She  is  a  yellow  girl,  and  a  very  faithful  servant. 
They  all  escaped,  and  the  general  sentiment  of  the  community  was  that  it  was  a  very 
^ocm  thing  that  they  did  escape,  the  three  leaders  having  been  punished.  I  will  state 
mrther  that  those  negroes  were  the  body  and  life  of  a  Union  League  in  the  town  of 
Tnscumbia.  I  had  the  whole  confessions  of  the  defendants.  By  some  chance  they 
received  advice  from  a  negro  man  fit)m  Memphis  to  use  the  torch ;  that  they  were  at 
war  with  the  white  race,  and  they  should  use  the  torch  upon  them.  That  was  over- 
beard  in  the  town  of  l^scumbia.  This  negro  man  from  Memphis  was  a  porter  upon 
the  sleeping-car  of  the  Mem]p»his  and  Charleston  Railroad.  They  met  together  upon 
the  night  of  the  burning,  divided  themselves  into  squads,  three  lor  an  advance  guard, 
three  to  carry  the  coal-oil  and  matches,  and  the  balance  to  remain  behind  while  the 
bailding  was  set  on  fire.  They  first  agreed  that  they  would  set  fire  to  the  whole  town : 
but  this  colored  man  suggested  that  this  one  was  a  good  man,  and  another  suggested 
that  that  one  was  a  good  man,  and  they  finally  burned  only  the  female  asylum.  These 
three  negroes  were  taken  out  by  disgmsed  men  and  hung  on  the  public  bridge  at 
Tnscumbia,  so  I  was  informed.  It  was  considered,  however,  by  the  community  as  a 
great  violation  of  law ;  notwithstanding  their  crime  was  great,  still  the  best  part  of 
the  community  was  very  denunciatory  of  the  proceedings. 

Question.  Was  the  academy  occupiea  at  the  time  t 

Answer.  It  had  just  been  repainted  and  re-covered.  This  was  on  a  Thursday  evening, 
and,  I  think,  the  school  was  to  be  reopened  on  the  Monday  following. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Was  it  a  mere  local  village  school  or  an  academy  f 
Answer.  An  academy.  ^ 

Question.  Wasit  a  valuable  building? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir,  as  valuable  as  most  any  in  oar  connt^.  It  was  the  only  one  we  had^ 
and  we  have  had  none  since.    It  ^as  bomed,  I  think,  in  1868. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Do  you  know  a  Methodist  preacher  who  has  been  living  in  Huntsville  for 
some  time  by  the  name  of  Lakin  T 

Answer,  1  only  knew  him  by  repntation. 

Question,  What  is  his  reputation  f 

Answer,  He  is  a  very  shrewd,  sagacious,  cunning  man,  a  man  of  strong  mind  and' 
strong  will. 

Question,  What  is  his  reputation  as  to  veracity  t  , 

Answer,  1  cann6t  speak  with  regard  to  his  veracity,  except  from  general  information ; 
I  know  nothing  about  him  myselfl  As  for  his  veracity,  I  can  only  judge  from  what 
I  have  heard  about  his  romancing  and  wonderful  tales  of  one  thing  and  another.  I 
know  nothing  about  the  person:  at  all.  If  I  were  caUed  in  a  court  of  justice  and  were 
asked  if  I  Imew  his  character  for  veracity  and  truth  in  the  neighborhod  whero  he 
lives 

Question,  You  say  he  has  a  repution  for  romancinc  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  exactly  how  to  desi^ate  it.  It  is  my  understand- 
ing of  the  man  that  he  looks  at  everything  through  a  jaundiced  eye,  with  a  ma^odfy- 
ing  eye ;  small  events  that  would  not  be  noticed  by  other  men  his  imagination  and 
fancy  work  into  terrorism. 

Q;uestion.  Is  he  an  enthusiast  in  his  character  as  to  religion  f 

Answer,  That  has  been  his  reputation.  I  knew  his  reputation  long  before  I  saw  the 
inan.  He  is  considered  to  be  a  zealot  in  his  cause,  the  establishment  of  tilie  Northern 
Church  in  the  South.  He  and  others  came  down  there  to  work  upon  the  colored  popu- 
lation in  order  to  get  them  to  abandon  their  connection  with  the  Methodist  church 
conference  South,  and  unite  themselves  with  the  Methodist  conference  North,  assign- 
ing a  variety  of  reasons  why  they  should  do  so.  I  have  been  an  eye-witness  in  our 
town  to  the  feuds  and  disturbances  that  have  arisen  fh>m  these  efforts.  There  are  two 
chiurches  there,  and  there#8  a  very  bitter  feeling  existing  between  the  two  sections  of 
the  church — the  Northern  Church  and  the  Southern  Church. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Both  colored? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  There  are  distinct  colored  churches  there.  The  colored  people 
since  their  emancipation  are  all  forming  themselves  into  separate  and^dlstinct  colored 
congregations ;  before  that,  while  slavery  existed,  they  attended  the  churches  of  their 
masters. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Do  the  colored  people  some  of  them  belong  to  the  Methodist  Church  Sonth, 
and  some  of  them  belong  to  the  Methodist  Church  North,  and  do  they  have  separate 
congregations  f 

Answer,  They  have  separate  congregations. 

Question,  And  you  say  there  is  a  great  deal  of  bitterness  of  feeling  between  the  two 
churches  ? 

Answer,  YeiB,  sir;  so  much  so  that  it  has  taken  a  political  turn.  In  my  county  the 
Northern  Church  belongs  to  the  republican  party,  and  the  Southern  Church  to  the 
democratic  party.  There  were  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  voters  in  my  precinct  who 
belonged  to  the  Northern  Church. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  You  sa^  there  is  a  o*eat  bitterness  of  feeling  between  these  two  churohee — 
North  and  South ;  it  is  mutua^  is  it  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  If  anybody '  should  say  that  that  bitterness  of  feeling  was  all  upon  the 
democratic  side  and  none  on  the  other,  that  would  not  be  the  truth  t 

Answer,  No,  sir.  The  fEtct  is  that  in  our  town.it  is  about  equaL  They  hftve  separate 
public  meeting  to  get  up  subscriptions  to  advance  their  interests ;  they  have  two 
separate  churches ;  the  Northern  church  is  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  my 
residence,  and  one  of  our  oldest  colored  men  is  the  minister  of  it ;  I  think  it  was  thu» 
man  Lakin  who  converted  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Do  any  of  the  white  people  in  that  region  of  country  belong  to  this  North- 
em  division  of  the  church  f 

Amwer,  None  in  my  immediate  section.  I  understood  that  on  the  line  between 
Winston  and  Walker,  or  Winston  and  Blount  Counties,  there  were  some  two  or  three 
churches  composed  principally  of  whites  who,  through  Lakin,  had  associated  them- 
selves with  the  Northern  conference.    When  I  was  in  the  canvass  Lakhi  preceded  me 
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a  few  days  through  a  pait  of  the  mountain  rc^on  of  North  Alahama.  But  I  have 
understood  that  those  churches  have  ahandoned  their  connection  with  the  Northern 
conference ;  whether  it  is  so  or  not  I  do  not  know ;  I  have  heard  that  ^ey  are  what 
they  call  broken  up. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  the  destruction  of  any  of  those  churches,  the  burn- 
ing of  any  churches  and  school-houses  of  colored  people,  belonging  to  this  Northern 
conference  ? 

Anmrer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have;  I  cannot  specify  the  burning  of  any  church  on 
either  side ;  there  may  have  been  instances  of  that  kind,  and  I  may  have  heard  of 
them,  but  I  cannot  k)cate  them  now. 

Question.  A  i>erson  by  the  name  of  James  Dorman  has  bee^  spoken  of  here,  who  was 
whipped  and  run  off  in  Wetumpka.  Is  that  probably  the  same  man  to  whom  you 
have  referred  t 

Anncer.  That  is  the  same  man. 

Question.  You  called  him  Isaac  Dorman  f 

Austrer.  That  is  what  I  called  him. 

Question.  There  could  not  have  been  two  instances  of  that  kind,  of  persons  of  the 
same  name  7 

Answer.  No,  sir;  this  is  the  same  one — Isaac  W.  Dorman. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  anything  of  a  man  named  Jesse  K^iight,  a  preacher, 
who  was  shot  in  Morgan  County  in  1869  f 

Anmcer.  1  do  not  recollect  such  a  name.  I  may  say  that  there  was  a  very  ill  feeling 
existing  about  that  time  in  Morgan  County.  There  were  several  homicides  and  assas- 
sinations in  Morgan  County :  they  were  the  result  of  personal  feuds.  The  first  killing 
was  that  of  a  young  man  of  the  name  of  Ragland,  a  lawyer.  He  was  shot  while  sit- 
ting by  the  side  of  his  wife  in  his  own  house.  It  was  charged  that  a  man  of  the  name 
of  Charlton,  who  was  a  probate  judge  there,  was  the  ringleader  of  a  party  opposed  to 
Ragland.  Several  other  assassinations  and  killines  took  place,  but  I  do  not  remember 
the  names  of  the  parties.  Finally  Charlton  himself  was  killed  as  he  was  stepping  off 
the  cars  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad.  Ragland  and  Charlton  bom  l^ing 
killed,  the  feud  terminated,  and  there  has  been  peace  and  (fdet  in  the  conmiunity  ever* 
since.  Ragland  was  an  impulsive  man ;  what  lus  offense  was  I  do  not  know.  Charl- 
ton I  knew,  and  he  always  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  very  decent  and  well-behaved  man. 
Ragland  was  a  democrat,  and  Charlton  was  a  republican. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  in  legard  to  a  man  by  the  name  .of  Blair  being 
taken  from  his  house  in  Vienna,  in  Madison  County,  and  beaten  and  mutilated  f  I  think  it 
was  stated  that  the  parties  who  were  identified  were  indicted  under  the  civil  rights 
bill. 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  afay thing  about  that  case,    When  did  it  happen  ? 

Question.  It  was  under  the  civil-rights  biU ;  I  do  not  know  exactly  when  it  occurred. 

Ansicer.  1  do  not  recollect  anything  about  such  a  case. 

Question.  It  has  been  stated  in  evidence  here,  that  there  were  thirty-three  indict- 
ments, seven  for  murder  and  manslaughter,  pending  in  the  United  States  court  at 
Hunts viUe  in  the  fall  of  1870 ;  and  that  of  all  these  parties  under  indictment,  only  two 
were  arrested,  the  others  being  at  large.  Were  you  a  practitioner  at  that  time  in  the 
United  States  court  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  know  nothing  about  the  number  of  indictments,  nor  have  I  ever 
heard  anything  about  the  failure  to  arrest  the  parties. 

Question.  As  you  are  a  practitioner  in  the  court,  would  not  such  a  condition  of  affairs 
probably  have  been  brought  to  your  knowledge,  and  have  arrested  your  attention  t 
The  statement  is  that  there  were  thirty-three  mdictments,  seven  of  them  for  murder 
and  numslaughter,  and  only  two  arrests  were  made. 

Answer.  1  Uiink  I  should  have  known  of'them,  because  the  civil-rights  bill  and  the 
powers  of  the  court  under  it  were  matters  of  general  discussion  among  the  members 
of  the  bar,  and  I  think  I  would  have  heard  of  such  enormities  had  they  existed. 

Question.  Of  course  that  was  an  assumption  of  jurisdiction  which  had  never  previously 
belonged  to  the  Feilcral  courts,  and  such  a  state  of  things  would  have  attracted  the 
attention  of  any  lawjer  practicing  at  that  bar  f 

Answer.  I  am  very  intimate  with  all  the  members  of  the  profession  there. 

QuealioH.  You  never  heard  of  the  circumstance  t 

AntiWir.  I  never  heaid  of  it,  or  anything  connected  with  it.  The  record,  however, 
would  show  ;  it  might  have  escaped  me. 

Queation.  Was  there  opposition  made  to  your  assuming  your  duties  as  governor  after 
you  were  declared  elected  f 

Ausiver.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  bitter  and  persistent  opposition. 

Question.  In  what  form  and  in  what  shape  did  the  opposition  exhibit  itself;  I  sup- 
pose it  was  generally  known  that  you  had  a  majority  returned  for  you  as  governor 
of  the  State  F 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.* 
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Question,  I  believe  your  conBtitution  requires  that  the  presiding  officer  of  the  8enat€ 
shall  declare  the  result  of  the  election  f 

Anstcer,  The  returns  of  the  election  are  made  from  each  county  to  the  presiding  offi- 
cer of  the  senate.  The  presiding  officer  of  the  senate  is  required  to  count  them  out 
during  the  first  week  of  the  session  of  the  legislature^  in  the  presence  of  the  two  houses. 
With  regard  to  myself  and  my  election,  it  was  determined  to  defeat  this  provision  of  onr 
constitution ;  and  a  bill  was  filed,  praying  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  presiding  offi- 
cer of  the  senate  from  counting  out  the  vote  for  governor  and  treasurer. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  :  • 

Question,  Were  other  State  officers  elected  at  the  same  time  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  will  come  to  that.  No  opposition  was  raised  against  the  lieu- 
tenant governor,  the  secretary  of  state,  or  the  attorney  general ;  .it  was  confined  to  the 
governor  and  the  treasurer.  Before  the  election  the  lieutenant  governor,  Mr.  Apple- 
gate,  had  died ;  and  the  presiding  officer  of  the  senate  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Barr. 
The  injunction  was  served  upon  him|^d  he  obeyed  the  ii^unction.  He  counted  the 
votes  for  lieutenant  governor  and  declared  the  one  receiving  a  msgority  of  votes  as  re- 
turned, duly  elected  lieutenant  governor ;  but  he  would  not  count  tne  votes  for  the 
governor  or  for  the  treasurer.  He  had  not,  however,  made  his  calculation  sufficiently 
strong  and  accurate,  for  the  very  moment  that  the  lieutentant  governor  was  declared  duly 
elected,  he  qualified,  according  to  the  constitution,  and  counted  the  votes  for  governor  and 
for  treasurer,  right  there  and  tnen,  in  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  constitution. 
It  was  alleged,  or  rather  it  has  been  alleged,  that  I  had  not  a  majority  of  the  legal 
votes  cast ;  but  at  that  time  it  certainly  was  not  contended  that  I  had  not.  Governor 
Smith  himself,  on  the  day  after  I  reached  Montgomery  to  take  my  seat,  entered  into  a 
conversation  with  me,  and  sympathized  with  me  upon  the  responsibility  and  annoy- 
ances to  which  I  would  be  subjected  in  that  office,  and  said  that  he  had  no  doubt  that 
I  had  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  State ;  those  were  his  words.  I  remarked  to  him, 
"Governor,  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  you  say  so,  because  it  is  rumored  that  you  intended 
to  resist  my  inauguration."  He  went  on,  however,  in  a  sort  of  equivocal  way,  stating 
that  he  had  a  right  of  course  to  contest  any  election  if  ho  thought  fit  to  do  so ;  but  lie 
l^ft  me  with  the  impression,  and  I  so  told  my  friends,  that  he  would  raise  no  opposition 
to  my  inauguration.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  this  injunction  was  being  prepared. 
It  was  charged  that  there  was  fraud  in  the  election.  If  there  was  fraud  I  certainly 
had  no  knowledge  of  it  directly  or  indirectly.  No  friend  and  partisan  of  mine  eveV 
intimated  in  the  remotest  manner  that  there  had  been  any  unfair  dealing,  or  that  a 
single  vote  had  been  counted  to  me  to  which  I  was  not  legally  entitled.  They  charged, 
however,  that  on  a  fair  count  they  would  have  a  majority,  assigning  as  a  reason  mar 
the  bok  from  Russell  County  had  not  been  counted,  which  gave  Governor  Smith  1,125 
migority.  That,  however^was  a  mere  ruse,  for  the  purpose  of  predicating  an  applica- 
tion for  an  injunction.  The  1,125  niJ^jority  claimed  from  Russell  County  were  the 
votes  of  1,125  colored  men  from  the  State  of  Georgia.  At  Girard,  in  the  county  of 
Russell,  there  were  two  boxes  opened ;  one  a  box  pursuant  to  the  statutory  provisions 
of  the  law ;  the  other  box  was  opened  by  a  man  named  Hook,  on  a  bridge  that  runs 
from  Columbus,  Georgia,  to  Girard.  At  2  o'clock  in  the  day  the  sheriff,  a  republican, 
went  to  Hook  and  told  him  that  he  must  close  that  box  or  he  would  put  him  in  jaiL 
He  closed  the  box  and  carried  it  immediat^'ly  to  the  county  seat  and  took  a  receipt  for 
it  from  the  probate  judge.  About  midnight  the  legal  box,  which  really  had  225 
majority  for  Smith,  was  taken  up  there,  and  the  probate  judge  refused  to  receive  it, 
stating  that  he  had  already  given  a  receipt  for  a  box. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Were  there  any  votes /or  you  in  the  box  which  was  on  the  bridge  ? 
Ansiver,  There  was  not  supiwsed  to  be  one.  On  the  next  day  the  judge  of  probate, 
the  circuit  clerk,  and  the  sheriff,  whose  duty  it  was  made  to  compare  the  poll-list  vfith. 
the  registration  lists  and  count  the  ballots,  met  there.  They  were  all  three  repub- 
licans, faithful  republicans ;  but  two  of  them  happened  to  be  honest  men,  and  they  re- 
fused to  count  the  spurious  box.  The  sheriff  and  circuit  clerk  would  not  count  that 
box,  statiug  that  it  was  a  perfect  outrage.  I  am  speaking  of  what  I  know,  because 
some  of  the  parties  themselves  told  me.  We  were  in  this  dilemma :  the  box  could  not 
be  certified  to  the  officer  at  Montgomery.  They  sent  immediately  for  the  other  box, 
the  one  with  the  225  m^ority,  but  it  was  not  to  be  found ;  this  was  about  the  second 
or  third  day  perhaps.  Of  course  the  box  upon  which  they  claimed  1,125  minority  was 
not  to  be  counted;  though  upon  that  they  calculated  to  out-count  my  vote.  There  was 
another  reason  upon  which  they  based  a  hope ;  the  county  of  Washington  sent  a  ma- 
jority of  600  for  mo.  Instead  of  addressing  the  return  to  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
'  senate,  they  addressed  it  to  Lieutenant  Governor  Applegate.  Lieutenant  Governor 
Applegate  was  then  in  his  grave ;  but  the  letter  came  into  his  widow's  hands,  and  she 
carried  the  itturn  to  a  leading  republican  of  Montgomery,  asking  him  to  carry  it  to 
the  capital.    But  instea<l  of  carrying  it  to  the  capital  he  told  her  three  days  afterward 
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that  he  had  sent  back  the  return  to  Washington  County.    So  600  majority  for  me  was 
gone  there. 


i»  • 


By  Mr.  Van  Trump 

Question.  That  was  not  counted  ? 

Answer,  They  were  counted  afterwards. 

QuesHon.  I  mean  at  the  time  of  the  declaration  of  the  vote  in  the  legislature. 

Annoer.  No,  sir.  •  The  return  from  Covington  County  was  mailed,  but  it  never  reached 
Montgomery.  I  sent  a  young  man  to  ^et  a  duplicate,  which  he  brought,  and  that 
showed  500  and  odd  msgority.  A  return  Irom  another  county  was  not  fortncomiiig,  and 
it  is  not  known  whatever  became  of  it ;  that  was  200  and  oad  majority. 

Question.  A  m^ority  for  whom  f 

Answer,  For  the  democratic  ticket.    My  m^ority,  as  counted,  was  about  2,500. 

QMestion,  As  counted  in  the  legislature! 

Answer,  I  mean  the  count  including  Washington,  Covington,  and  the  other  county. 

By  ]Mr.  Stevenson  :  % 

Question.  You  mean  if  all  had  been  in  that  should  have  been  in  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  In  that  election  there  were  925  illegal  votes  given  upon  the  Alaba- 
ma and  Chattanooga  Railroad ;  votes  by  transient  hands  working  upon  tliat  road,  from 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Tennessee.  The  superintendent  of  the  road  marched  them 
up  to  the  registration  office,  had  tbem  registered,  and  had  them  pass  before  them,  and  he 
handed  them  tickets  to  votej  they  voted  for  William  H.  Smith  for  governor,  and  for  the 
lieutenant  governor  on  the  democratic  ticket.  There  were  925  of  them  who  had  no  more 
right  to  vote  there  than  a  man  in  Africa ;  they  were  transient  workmen  there.  These 
votes  were  counted  ajgainst  me,  and  not  against  the  balance  of  the  ticket.  That  is  th^ 
road  in  regard  to  which  there  has  been  so  much  difficulty  in  relation  to  bonds.  Then  it 
was  charged  with  regard  to  Sumter  County  that  men  were  intimidated  there,  and  that 
Greene  County  had  gone  democratic  because  of  the  riot  at  Eutaw.  Now  I  am  pos- 
itively informed,  and  so  believe,  that  the  riot  at  Eutaw  injured  us  in  Greene  Coujity  not 
fewer  than  500  votes ;  I  am  satisfied  that  the  majority  for  the  democratic  ticket  in 
Greene  County  would  have  been  500  more  had  the  riot  not  occurred.  The  question 
then  occurs  why,  in  a  colored  county,  should  this  democratic  msgority  exist  f  The 
answer  is  simple :  Hays,  the  present  member  in  Congress,  had  become  exceedingly  un- 
pcmular,  and  we  calculated  to  carry  that  district  in  the  congressional  race.  It  was  our 
calculation  for  weeks,  yes,  for  months,  that  we  would  carry  that  district  over  Havs. 
And  I  haVe  no  doubt  that  when  the  race  is  run  again  by  any  democrat  that  Charles 
Hays  will  l)e  beaten  in  that  diHtrict. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Is  Hays  unpopular  with  the  white  or  with  the  colored  voters  ? 
Anstcer.  With  the  colored  v6tci*8.  In  Sumter  County,  where  the  great  change  took 
place,  I  expectetl  a  change.  By  marriage,  I  am  related  to  nearly  every  large  planter  in 
the  county ;  andttbe  negroes  1  had  owned  had  relations  in  Sumter  County.  For  two 
years  aft«*r  the  war  I  had  control  of  three  hundred  negroes  in  Sumter  County,  every 
one  of  whom  would  have  traveled  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  Tennessee  line  to  do 
me  a  favor.  I  had  control  of  one  of  the  largest  plantations  in  Sumter  County ;  I 
allowed  them  to  occuj)y  three  thousand  acres  of  land  for  three  years,  without  charg- 
ing tbem  a  cent.  I  expected  to  carry  Sumter  County ;  I  would  do  it  to-morrow.  In. 
those  two  counties  is  where  they  charged  we  were  disappointed;  that  is  a  mistake; 
to-da^  I  would  carry  the  county  of  Greene  by  2,500  mi^jority ;  I  am  perfectly  willinoj 
that  it  should  go  upon  record  here  that  I  believe  so.  In  Greene  County  there  could 
not  have  been  any  terror  or  intimidation.  The  military  forces  of  the  United  States 
were  there,  at  every  leading  precinct  in  the  county,  protecting  them.  I  will  tell  you 
that  the  colored  population  in  Alabama  are  not  so  easily  deterred  from  the  exercise 
of  their  franchises  j  they  are  not  very  easily  deterred;  you  may  persuade  one,  but  you 
cannot  deter  them  in  bodies.  *  Strange,  that  in  Dallas  County,  with  a  large  city  in  its 
center,  and  men  of  powerful  influence  there,  the  same  reasons  should  not  exist  that 
did  in  Greene  County,  or  in  Sumter.  Butler  is  a  large  negro  county ;  Madison  has  800 
negro  voters,  but  I  carried  it  by  600  majority.  We  have  850  voters  in  my  county,  and 
I  md  not  lose  but  125  of  them,  and  was  perfectly  astounded  at  losing  one  of  them.  I 
never  in  my  life  asked  a  ne^ro  to  vote  for  any  one.  The  negroes  of  Alabama,  as  well 
•  as  anywhere  else,  know  their  political  rights,  and  will  exercise  them.  They  will  bo 
like  the  whites  in  that  rc«pect ;  they  will  get  discontented  and  change,  vote  for  A. 
to-day,  and  B.  to-morrow. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Change  more  on  men  than  on  measures  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Then  there  is  another  reason;  I  have  intimated  it  before.    The 
democratic  party  now  is  beginning  to  electioneer  pretty  strongly  with  the  colored. 
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people ;  we  are  beginning  to  meet  tbem  at  least  half  way ;  and  it  is  a  fact,  nndeniable 
m  regard  to  tbe  election  in  Alabama,  tbat  I  got  8,000  more  votes  than  Mr.  Seymonr  got, 
and  William  H.  Smith  got  2,000  more  than  General  Grant.  How  terror  could  exist  in 
Alabama,  under  such  circumstances,  I  must  confess  I  do  not  know.  William  H.  Smith 
got  2,000  votes  more  than  General  Grant,  and  I  got  8,000  more  than  Seymour  and  Blair. 

By 'Mr.  Blair:  • 

QtiesHan,  That  shows  that  there  was  a  larger  vote  than  in  the  presidential  election  f 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  that  this  bill  in  chancery  was  filed,  enjoining  the  presiding  officer 
of  the  senate  from  counting  the  vote ;  were  any  other  means  taken  by  the  incumbent 
of  the  office  to  prevent  your  inauguration ;  was  there  any  use  of  troops  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  asked  the  commanding  officer  at  that  time  to  iumish  him  with 
a  guard  at  the  capital,  which  he  did. 

Question,  Was  there  any  unusual  concourse  of  people  at  Montgomery,  the  capital,  of 
your  adherents,  armed,  at  the  time  of  the  contest  7  .'^ 

Answer,  I  never  saw  an  armed  man  during  the  whole  contest.  >  myself  was  not 
armed.  We  did  not  propose  to  use  any  arms ;  we  intended  to  pursue  the  law,  which 
we  did  ultimately. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  You  had  some  sort  of  a  trial  ? 

AnsU}er,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there,  at  that  trial,  any  unusual  number  of  strangers? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  therp  were  a  great  many  strangers  in  Montgomery,  from  the  simple 
fact  that  the  grand  lod^e  of  masons  held  a  meeting  there  at  the  time,  and  there  was  a 
conference  of  the  churcm  there  at  the  time;  but  everything  was  quiet  and  peaceable. 
I  went  up  and  had  an  interview  with  Governor  Smith  when  he  resigned  his  office,  and 
no  unkind  feeling  or  bad  feeling  existed,  further  than  I  intended  to  have  the  office  and 
he  intended  to  hold  on. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  You  instituted  legal  proceedings  before  one  of  the  judges  in  order  to  obtain 
possession  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  executive  office,  and  the  decision  was  in 
your  favor,  as  I  understand  f 

Ansxcer,  Well,  the  governor  did  not  wait  for  a  decision,  he  gave  it  up. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  In  regard  to  this  conversation  with  governor  Smith,  of  which  you  have 
spoken,  was  it  aM>ut  that  time  when  he  surrendered  f 

Answer,  An  hour  after  he  surrendered  he  sent  the  key  down  to  me. 

Question,  Did  he  state  that  the  reason  he  surrendered  was  in  order  to  preserve  the 
peace  t 

Answer,  No,  sir  j  he  did  not  say  anything  about  it ;  but  be  afterward  wrote  a  letter, 
which  was  a  surprise  to  tbe  parties  who  were  the  intermediates  in  the  matter,  assign* 
ing  that  as  a  reason. 

Question,  He  did  not  assign  it  in  the  conversation  with  you  f 

Answer,  No.  sir ;  the  only  conversation  before  he  left  was  one  in  which  he  asked  me 
to  appoint  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  his  town,  which  I  did.  That  is  the  only  time  that 
I  did  not  inquire  whether  tne  one  to  be  appointed  was  a  democract  or  republican* 
And  he  also  asked  to  take  some  records  with  him. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  It  has  been  stated  before  the  committee  that  the  clerk  and  sheriff  of  Rus- 
sell County  were  democrats.  You  stated  that  they  were  republicans.  What  reason 
have  you  for  believing  that  they  were  republicans? 

Answer,  I  never  understood  them  to  bo  anything  else  ;•  all  my  information  has  been 
to  that  effect. 


By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Do  you  know  them  personally  t 
Ansicer,  I  do  not. 


By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  By  whom  were  they  appointed,  or  how  did  they  get  into  their  offices  t 

Ansxver,  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  appointed  or  elected  at  the  time  the  con- 
stitution was  submitted  to  the  people.    Hussell  County  is  a  republican  county. 

Question,  How  are  the  officers  appointed,  or  elected,  who  had  control  of  the  election 
between  you  and  your  predecessor ;  and  what  was  the  political  complexion  of  the  ma- 
jority of  those  officers,  so  far  as  you  understood? 

Ansxcer,  The  officers  of  the  election  precincts  are  appointed  by  the  probate  Jud^e, 
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the  sberiiT,  aud  the  circuit  clerk  of  the  respective  counties.  Those  three  election  offi- 
cers and  the  returning  officer  for  each  precinct  have,  I  believe,  the  right  to  select  a 
clerk. 

Question.  How  were  those  judges  of  probate  elected  ? 

^fwirer.  They  were  elected,  I  suppose,  if  not  all,  nearly  all  of  them,  at  the  time  the 
constitation  was  submitted  for  ratiiication. 

Question.  Is  it  or  not  the  fact,  that  at  the  time  of  the  ratification  very  few  democrats 
voted  at  all  f 

Anstver.  There  was  an  almost  universal  abstinence  from  voting  on  their  part. 

Question.  Was  it  or  not  the  x>olicy  of  the  democrats  at  that  time  to  defeat  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  constitution  of  Alabama  by .  abstaining  from  voting,  because  tho  act  of 
Congress  required  that  an  actual  migority  of  the  registered  voters  of  the  State  should 
vote  at  that  election  f 

Answer.  That  was  the  policy  promulgated  from  the  central  committee. 

QuesVum.^  Aud  it  was  so  defeated  ? 

Answer.  It  was  so  defeated. 

QuesUon.  So  that  the  men  who  are  judges  of  probate  are  men  who  were  elected  by 
the  republicans,  in  opposition  to  the  democratic  policy  of  staying  away  f 

Answer.  I  know  of  but  one  or  two  exceptions ;  one  was  in  my  own  county. 

Question.  What  I  want  to  get  at  is  this :  in  a  very  large  majority  of  cases,  the  officers 
controlling  the  election  were  men  who  had  been  elected^  at  least;  as  republicans  ? 

Answer.  Yfes,  sir;  nineteen  out  of  twenty. 

Question,  Have  you,  in  Alabama,  any  power  or  right,  under  your  laws,  to  challenge 
the  right  of  a  man  to  register  or  to  vote ;  if  so,  how  do  you  ur^e  itf 

Answer,  We  are  absolutely  prohibited  from  challenffinff  at  either  the  place  of  regis- 
tration or  the  place  of  voting.  And  if  a  foreigner,  wno  nad  arrived  on  the  shores  of 
America  only  yesterday,  should  present  himseu  at  the  ballot-box  to  cast  his  vote^  no 
man  can  challenge  his  right  to  vote. 

Qjnestion.  H  you,  a  citizen  of  the  State,  knew  the  fsKit  to  be  that  he  was  a  foreigner 
who  had  arrived  only  a  day  or  two  before,  or  was  just  from  Georgia,  Virginia,  or  Ten- 
nessee, you  would  lay  jrourself  subject  to  arrest  if  you  should  ch^enge  his  votef 

Answer.  1  would,  for  it  is  made  a  penal  offense. 

Question.  So  you  have  absolutely  no  means,  under  your  election  laws,  of  preventing 
ill^al  votes  from  being  cast,  if  men  choose  to  cast  them  f 

Answer,  That  is  the  Taw ;  there  is  no  law  on  the  statute-book  to  punish  illegal  vot- 
ing. 

QuesUon.  Have  your  lawyers  investigated  that  question  and  determined  that  you 
cannot  reach  illegal  voting  ? 

Answer.  They  have. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 

Question.  Yon  have  no  law  against  illegal  voting? 

Answer.  It  is  tbe  general  opinion  of  the  profession,  upon  an  examination  of  the  crim- 
inal law,  that  there  is  no  law  on  the  statute-books  of  Alabama  to  punish  illegsd  votiuj^. 
We  did  think  that  under  the  broad,  comprehensive  character  oi  the  conmion  law  it 
might  be  made  a  misdemeanor. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  And  you  are  liable  to  punishment  if  you  attempt  to  challenge  an  illegal 
votef 
Answer.  I  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 

Question,  To  challenge  a  man^s  right  to  vote  who  has  not  a  vote  ? 

Answer*  Ton  cannot  challenge  at  all.  A  boy  of  sixteen  might  oome  up  to  the  ballot- 
box  and  deposit  his  vote,  and  no  man  can  challenge  him. 

QuestUm.  And  you  say  there  is  a  punishment  provided  for  a  man  who  objects  to  such 
a  votef 

Answer,  1  think  it  is  made  a  misdemeanor.  ' 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  What  is  the  public  impression  in  Alabama  as  to  the  object  of  that  law  ^ 
was  it  ty  prevent  anv  ohallenguig  of  illegal  votes  f 
Answer,  We  thou^t  so;  I  i3luded  to  it  in  my  message,  and  asked  its  repeal. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Has  it  been  repealed  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  asked  the  repeal  of  it  in  my  message  in  January  last. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  So  there  is  no  law  against  illegal  voting,  but  there  is  a  law  making  it  a 
criminal  offense  for  a  man  to  cmulenge  a  vote  f 
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Anmcer.  My  impression  and  belief  is  that  it  is  made  a  misdemeanor.  I  woold  rather 
see  tbo  law.    I  know  that  you  cannot  prevent  a  man  from  voting. 

By  Mr.  Pqland  : 

Question,  Have  you  no  triers,  no  officers  to  determine  a  question  of  that  sort  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  at  all.  I  make  the  broad  statement,  which  I  know  to  be  the 
fact,  that  in  the  case  of  a  boy  whom  you  might  know  to  be  but  sixteen  years  old,  or  a 
man  whom  you  might  know  to  be  a  foreigner,  you  cannot  prevent  either  of  them  from 
casting  his  vote. 

Q^uesthn.  You  have  a  registration  law  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Are  your  registration  officers  obliged  to  register  everybody  that  offers  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  to  swear  them. 

Question,  Have  they  no  discretion  or  judgment  in  determining  who  has  a  right  to 
register  f 

Answer,  My  understanding  is  that  they  have  none.  It  is  a  marvelous  law,  so  much 
so  that  I  called  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  the  fact  in  my  message,  and  asked 
them  to  repeal  the  law. 

Question,  Do  you  understand  that  provision  is  in  the  constitution  or  in  the  statute  f 

AnsiDer.  In  the  statute  f 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Here  are  the  acts  of  the  legislature  of  Alabama  for  1868.  Will  you  turn  to 
the  act  to  which  you  refer  f 

Answer.  It  is  the  act  of  October  8,  1668.  Section  34  of  that  act  provides:  ^'Thtt 
there  shall  be  no  challen^ng  of  electors  offering  to  vote  at  any  election  hereafter  held 
in  this  State,  and  any  registered  voter  offering  to  vote  at  any  election  in  this  State  shall 
be  allowed  to  do  so  without  question,  challenge,  or  objection  by  any  persoa:  and  any 
person  who  questions,  challenges,  or  objects,  or  who  unlawfully  hinders  or  aelays  uiy 
person  offering  to  vote  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  shall  be 
nned  five  hundred  dollars,  and  on  failure  to  pay  the  same  shall  be  imprisoned  in  the 
county  jail  for  six  months." 

Question,  Is  there  a  provision  against  any  citizen  challenging  the  right  of  a  voter  to 
be  registered  t  May  any  citizen  go  before  the  registrar,  and  contest  the  right  there, 
when  a  voter  offers  to  register  f 

Answer,  My  impression  is,  that  he  has  no  right  there,  but  I  would  prefer  to  refer  to 
the  law.  I  see  by  reference  to  section  4.  of  the  ^^Act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of 
electors,"  that  it  is  provided  "  that  it  snail  be  their  (the  registrars')  duty  to  enter,  or 
cause  to  be  entered,  in  a  book,  the  name  of  every  person  qualified  to  vote  under  the 
constitution  of  this  State  and  the  acts  of  the  legislature  thereof;  and  before  entering, 
or  causing  to  be  entered,  such  name,  they  shall  require  the  person  applying  to  be  regii- 
tered  to  subscribe  to  the  oath  prescribed  in  section  4,  article  7,  of  tne  constitution  of 
this  State."    That  is  the  only  provision  that  I  see,  directory  as  to  the  registration. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  The  oath  referred  to  covers  the  qualifications  ? 

Answer,  I  believe  so ;  I  do  not  remember  the  language  of  the  oath. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Under  the  law  of  Alabama,  have  not  the  registrars  the  right  to  keep  opeu 
the  registration  of  voters  up  to  and  during  the  day  of  election  T 

Answer,  That  is  my  recollection. 

Question.  Have  they  the  right,  or  do  they  exercise  the  right,  of  keeping  the  registra- 
tion open  near  the  same  place  where  the  voting  is  going  on,  so  that  a  man  could  regis- 
ter his  name,  and  in  a  mmute,  or  by  going  twenty  steps,  give  his  vote  if  he  sees  fit! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  seen  that  done. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  You  say  the  bar  of  the  State  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  law  under 
wluch  they  believe  they  can  punish  a  man  for  illegal  voting.  Is  there  not  a  law  under 
which  he  can  be  punished  for  illegal  registration  1 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  a  very  heavy  penalty  for  that. 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  17,  1871. 
Governor  ROBERT  B.  LINDSAY,  examination  continued. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Will  you  state  whether  the  legislature  that  passed  the  election  laws  now  in 
Tistence  in  Alabama  was  the  legislature  that  was  elected  at  the  time  the  constitution 
-«  declared  adopted  f 
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Antwer.  It  was  the  same  Icgiblatare,  composed  of  tbe  same  members. 

^estion.  State  how  many  in  that  legislatnre,  if  any,  were  democrats,  or  c!.£mied  to 
be  democrats. 

AnBvcer.  In  the  senate,  composed  of  thirty- three  members,  there  was  one  democrat ; 
in  the  house,  composed  of  one  hundred  members,  I  think  there  were  perhaps  ten  or 
twelve  who  claimed  to  be  democrats.  I  was  thinking  that  perhaps  I  could  name  them, 
bnt  I  do  not  think  I  can. 

Qifestiim.  All  except  ten  or  twelve  of  the  house  of  representatives  were  republicaoQ  T 

AntuDer,  That  is  my  recollection ;  I  may  be  mistaken  about  the  number,  but  that  is 
about  the  proportion.  « 

Qweation,  What  was  the  provision  of  law  or  of  the  constitution  with  regard  to  the. 
senators  elected  under  that  constitution  holding  their  seats  f  And  please  state,  with- 
out any  further  questions,  how  that  senate  have  acted  with  regard  to  holding  or  giv- 
ing up  their  seats,  in  reference  to  the  constitutional  provisions  upon  that  subject. 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  the  precise  language  of  the  constitution.  But  my  recol- 
lection is  that  it  provided  that  the  representatives  should  be  elected  for  two  years,  and 
the  senators  for  four  years ;  that  one- half  of  the  seats  of  the  senators  first  elected  should 
be  declared  vacant  at  the  end  of  two  years ;  thus  providing,  just  as  in  the  United  States 
Senate,  for  a  continuation  of  a  certain  number  of  members  of  the  senate ;  in  other 
words,  providing  that  one-half  only  of  the  members  of  the  senate  should  be  newly 
elected  at  any  one  session  of  the  senate.  An  election  was  ordered  for  representatives 
last  November. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Quesiion.  In  accordance  with  the  constitution  ? 

Ansiver,  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution.  At  tho  legislative 
session  before  the  last,  or  prior  to  tne  election  of  November  last,  the  question  was  pre- 
sented, discussed,  and  voted  upon  as  to  whether  the  senators  should  draw  for  the  long 
and  the  short  terms;  according  to  the  spirit,  if  not  in  accordance  with  the  letter  of  the 
constitution.  The  senate  decided  not  to  draw,  but  to  hold  over,  which  they  did.  In 
accordance  ^ith  that  conclusion,  the  senate  remained  and  acted  as  a  senate  at  the  last 
seHsion  of  tho  legislature,  and  will  do  so  at  the  next  session. 

Question.  That  wyi  give  a  portion  of  the  senate  six  years  for  their  term  ? 

Anmrer,  No,  sir,  not  six  years — yes,  I  believe  about  six  years ;  in  fact,  all  of  them. 

Question,  If  they  draw  now,  those  who  draw  the  short  term  will  go  out  at  the  end  of 
fonr  years,  and  the  other  half  will  hold  over  for  a  term  of  six  years ;  and  if  they  do 
not  draw  for  seats  now  all  of  them  will  hold  overf 

Anncer.  The  senate  hold,  under  their  peculiar  construction  of  the  constitution,  and  I 
think  that  the  letter  of  the  constitution  is  susceptible  of  that  construction.  I  have  no 
hesitancy  of  saying  that  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  and  the  other  provisions  of  tho 
constitution  are  all  adverse  to  that  decision.  If  I  had  the  constitution  here  I  could 
point  out  the  peculiar  phraseology  of  it.  K  their  constr notion  of  the  constitution  was 
correct,  which  we  practically  now  have  to  admit,  they  having  held  over  under  it,  tho 
entire  senate  goes  out  in  1875.  Their  construction  and  that  construction  must  stand  or 
fall  together. 

Question.  That  is  to  say,  the  prohibition  of  a  limitation  of  the  term  of  fonr  years  must 
control  their  construction  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  the  drawing  of  the  senate  shall  only  take  place  after  the  next 
election  of  the  entire  senate.  It  was  upon  that  construction  that  they  held,  for  the 
constitution  says,  as  I  remember,  that  an  election  for  senators  shall  take  place  in  1872 ; 
hence  that  construction  they  put  ux)on  it. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

QuesUon,  They  held  that  all  of  the  first  senate  hold  for  four  years  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  and  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that  the  letter  of  the  constitution 
is  clearly  susceptible,  to  my  mind,  of  that  construction ;  and  that  all  go  out  in  1872,  if 
that  construction  is  correct. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Will  or  not  the  fact  whether  they  will  to  out  or  not  be  detenuiued  upon 
their  own  decision,  hereafter  to  be  made,  whether  they  wUl  go  or  not  f 

Answer.  It  has  been  intimated  that  they  are  determined  to  draw  at  the  next  session 
of  the  legislature. 

(luesHon.  Have  they  not  the  power,  as  a  matter  of  fact — I  do  not  speak  of  the  right, 
but  the  power — to  adopt  that  course  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  much  power  usurpation  of  that  character  would  be ;  but 
it  certainly  would  be  contrarji  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  constitution  for  the  senate 
to  hold  over,  some  of  them,  for  nearly  seven  years,  when  they  were  elected  only  for 
foiir  years,  according  to  the  strict  letter  of  the  constitution.  1  must  say  that  I  do  not 
apprehend  anything  of  the  kind.    I  believe  all  the  senators  wiU  be  elected,  and  all  the 
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members  of  the  honse  will  be  elected  at  the  next  election.    I  will  not  anticipate  one  of 
those  usurpations  until  it  comes. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Among  the  members  of  the  senate,  who  was  the  presiding  officer  before  the 
new  lieutenant-governor  was  inaugurated  f 

Answer.  Immediately  preceding  that  the  presiding  of&cer  was  a  Doctor  Barr,  a  sen- 
ator from  Wilcox  County. 
^Question.  Are  any  of  the  present  senators  holding  office  under  the  United  States  f 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir,  several.  The  senator  fix)m  Washington  and  Choctaw  Counties  is  a 
district  revenue  assessor  or  collector^  I  do  not  know  which ;  but  he  is  a  revenue  officer 
of  the  United  States  Government,  with  his  headquarters  at  Mobile.  Ithink  a^the  last 
session  of  the  legislature,  near  its  commencement,  he  appeared  in  the  senate  lor  a  day 
or  two,  but  his  official  duties  kept  him  away  for  the  balance  of  the  session. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Is  there  not  a  Mr.  French  a  senator  and  a  federal  officer  also  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Mr.  Yordey,  the  senator  from  Sumter  County,  is  also  an  officer  in 

the  custom-house  at  Mobile,  and,  as  I  understand,  his  home  is  in  Mobile.    I  asked  some 

of  the  citizens  of  Sumter  County  if  they  knew  Senator  Yordey,  and  they  said  that  they 

had  never  seen  him  in  the  county,  and  did  not  know  whether  he  had  over  been  in  it 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  How  many  counties  does  ho  represent  f 

Answer.  Sumter  alone.  Sumter  is  a  larce  county.  There  is  another  senator— however, 
he  is  not  an  officer  of  the  Government ;  he  is  a  mail  contractor,  which  is  recognized  by 
our  laws.    Our  constitution  posit i%'ely  prohibits 

By  Mr.  Blair  :  ^  • 

Question.  The  holding  of  xmv  office  of  profit  and  trust  under  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  by  a  member  oi  the  legislature  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  with  the  exception  of  mail  contractor,  and,  I  think,  postmaster. 

Question.  Are  there  senators  who  are  disqualified  by  reason  of  non-residence  within 
their  districts  f 

Answer.  The  senator  fix)m  Jackson  County  is  not  a  resident  of  the  State  at  all. 

Question.  Who  is  he  T 

Answer.  His  name  is  Whitney.  He  resided  in  Jackson  County  for  a  short  time,  at  or 
about  the  time  when  the  election  took  place.  Since  then  he  has  been  a  resident  of 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee.  That  I  know,  for  I  intimated  that  I  would  issue  an  order  for 
an  election  to  supply  the  vacancy,  and  he  came  to  see  me  about  it.  I  would  have  done 
so,  but  I  was  satisfied  that  the  senile  was  the  jud^e  of  the  qnalifioations  of  their  own 
members.  His  business  is  all  in  Tennessee ;  he  is  building  a  little  town  of  bis  own 
there,  on  the  line  of  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad.  • 

By  ^Ir.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Is  he  a  Northern  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  a  very  sharp,  energetic  follow.  I  think  that  he  was  a  telegraph 
operator  once. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Does  he  represent  the  county  by  telegraph  f 

Ansu^er.  He  represents  Jackson  County.  Some  of  the  citizens  of  the  county  spoke  to 
me  in  regard  to  it,  and  asked  me  what  could  be  done.  I  told  them  I  did  not  know 
anything  that  could  be  done,  that  the  senate  was  the  judge  of  the  qualifications  of  its 
members,  and  that  I  had  no  power  over  it. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Are  these  all  you  think  off    If  so,  I  will  ask  you  another  question. 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  any  others  that  1  can  name  at  present ;  these  are  within 
my  knowledge. 

Question.  Did  or  not  the  people  of  Alabama,  after  having  defeated  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  reconstruction  acts  of  Congress,  and 
after  Congress  had  on  application  refused  to  impose  it  upon  them,  feel,  when  it  was 
imposed  upon  them  subsequently,  by  the  passage  of  the  omnibus  bill,  that  they  had  been 
more  harshly  treated  than  any  other  State  in  the  South ;  and  did  or  not  that  aggravate 
your  people  more  than  the  people  of  any  other  State  ? 

Answer.  Well,  as  to  the  comparison  between  the  people  of  Alabama  and  other  South- 
em  States,  that  I  am  not  prepared  to  answer.  But  with  respect  to  the  simple  fact  of 
the  people  of  Alabama  feeliug  aggrieved,  I  can  say  that  they  were.  They  believed  that 
they  had  quietly  and  peaceably  complied  with  the  strict  letter  and  spirit  of  the  recon- 
struction measures.    The  constitution  was  obnoxious*  to  them  in  many  respects,  but 
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especially  the  disfranchlsiDg  portions  of  the  constitutiou.  They  believed  that  the 
policy  to  be  adopted^  in  order  to  secure  its  defeat,  was  to  keep  away  from  the  polls  on 
the  day  of  election.  There  was  a  ^eat  deal  of  sorrowful  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  Alabama  when  that  constitution,  with  its  disfranchising  and  other  obnoxious 
clauses,  was  imposed  upon  them  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  It  was  a  silent, 
but  none  the  less  a  deep  feeling,  I  might  say  almost  of  sorrow,  not  of  revenge. 

Quesiion,  You  remember  that  that  constitution  was  first  rejected  by  Congress,  upon 
motion  of  Mr.  Stevens  himself,  because  it  had  been  defeated  by  the  people  of  Alabama, 
and  it  was  recommitted  to  his  committee  ? 

Afuwer,  Now  that  you  speak  of  it,  I  think  I  do ;  I  cannot  speak  accurately. 

The  Chaikmcan,  (Mr.  Poland.)    I  believe  it  was  recommitted  on  my  motion. 

Mr.  Beck.  I  believe  it  was ;  but  you  made  that  motion  after  Mr.  Steveus  had  said 
that  upon  that  expose  he  would  not  support  the  constitution. 

The  Chaikjian,  (Mr.  Poland.)  It  was  on  my  motion,  in  concurrence  with  Mr. 
Stevens. 

Mr.  Beck.    I  believe  it  was. 

Question.  What  I  want  to  get  at  is,  whether  after  defeating  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution in  strict  accordance  with  the  reconstruction  acts,  the  people  of  Alabama  did 
not  feel  seriously  aggrieved  that  the  members  of  the  first  State  legislature  and  other 
State  officers  should  be  imposed  upon  them  afterwards,  as  they  were  by  the  omnibus 
billT 

Answer,  That  last  fact  which  you  state  was  the  cause  of  the  greatest  annoyance  and 
feeling  to  the  people  of  Alabama.  If  they  had  anticipated  such  action  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  they  would  have  pursued  a  dilferent  policy ;  would  have  run  their  candidates 
for  office,  thereby  softening  the  obnoxious  part  of  the  constitution  through  the  admin- 
istration of  the  laws  and  the  constitution.  But  they  entirely  abstained,  with  one  or 
.  two  exceptions,  firom  running  candidates ;  and  the  offices  were  filled  by  default,  by 
every  Tom,  Dick,  and  Harry  who  saw  fit  to  announce  himself  as  a  candidate. 

(^ftesHon.  Is  it  the  fact  that  many  of  the  State  officers,  members  of  the  legislature 
and  senators,  would  and  could  have  been  defeated,  if  it  had  not  been  believed  that 
under  the  reconstruction  acts  they  would  be  defeated  by  staying  away  from  the  polls  ? 

Answer,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  house  of  representatives  would  have  Jihen  been  demo- 
cratic ;  the  senate  might  not  Lave  been,  from  the  simple  fact  that  the  senatorial  dis- 
tricts were  set  forth  in  the  constitution  in  a  manner  which  we  understand  by  the  term 
gerrymandering.  They  would  give  one  county  a  senator,  and  to  four  other  counties, 
with  nearly  thred  times  the  population,  only  one  senator. 

QuesUan,  Do  you  remember  whether  or  not,  to  give  you  a  special  case,  that  at  least 
one  member  who  came  to  Congress  from  Alabama,  General  John  B.  Callis,  after  the 
constitution  of  Alabama  was  rejected  in  the  spring,  went  on  to  Jackson,  Mississippi, 
with  his  command,  and  was  there  serving  as  an  officer  of  the  Army  when  the  omnibus 
bill  was  passed,  and  he  then  came  here  and  took  his  seat  as  a  member  of  Congress 
firom  Alabama  f    In  other  words,  he  was  not  a  citizen  of  the  State  at  all  f 

Answer,  I  know  nothing  about  the  movement  of  Callis  to  Mississippi ;  but  I  do  know 
that  he  was  in  command  at  HuntsviUe,  Alabama,  subsequent  to  that  time,  because  I 
was  in  correspondence  with  him  relative  to  a  difficulty  that  arose  in  conneiction  with 
the  Freedmens  Bureau. 

Mr.  Beck.  I  do  not  know  how  far  this  is  competent ;  here  is  Callis's  own  testimony 
in  the  Mississii)pi  case,  in  which  he  swears  that  \n.  the  June  succeeding  the  February 
when  the  constitution  was  voted  upon,  he  was  in  command  at  Jackson,  Mississippi.  I 
may  perhaps  be  permitted  to  show  it  to  ^ou. 

The  Witness.  What  is  the  object  of  submitting  this  to  met 

Mr.  Beck.  My  object  is  to  ask  what  you  know  as  to  whether  General  John  B.  Callis, 
member  of  Congress  from  Alabama  in  the  Fortieth  Congress,  who  took  his  seat  because 
of  his  election  at  the  time  of  the  vote  upon  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  was  in 
fact  not  a  citizen  of  Alabama  at  all,  but  an  officer  in  the  Federal  Army,  and  as  such 
under  the  command  of  General  Gillem.  The  witness  can  say  that  G^eral  CaUis  has 
himself  so  sworn,  as  he  sees  by  reference  to  this  document. 

Mr.  Pool.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  ^  objecting,  but  I  simply  make  the  point 
as  to  how  much  testimony  taken  before  coinmittees  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
ahall  be  IncoipOrated  into  our  report. 

Mr.  Beck.  If  this  is  to  be  the  effect  of  it,  I  do  not  wish  to  do  so. 

The  Chairman  (Mr.  Poland.)  I  understand  that  Mr.  Beck  desires  only  to  show  this 
to  the  witness  for  the  purpose  oi  refreshing  hs  memory^  so  that  he  may  be  able  to  state 
whether  such  is  the  fact. 
Mr.  Beck.  That  is  what  I  desire. 

Mr.  Pool.  I  understood  Mr.  Beck  to  say  that  he  wanted  the  witness  to  testify  that 
Qeneral  Callis  had  sworn  so  and  so. 
Mr.  Beck.  That  is  what  I  want. 

Mr.  Pool.  That  certainly  opens  up  the  question  to  which  I  refer. 
Mr.  Van  Trump.  This  is  a  legal  document,  and  as  such  is  as  competent  as  any  legal 

document  would  be  offered  in  evidence  in  court.* 
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The  Chairman  (Mi,  Poland.)  To  the  extent  that  Mr.  B^^  offers  it  now  I  do  not 
think  there  can  be  any  objection  to  it,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  refreshing  the  recol- 
lection of  the  witness. 

Mr.  CoBURN.  I  understand  that  Mr.  Beck  disavows  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Beck.  I  stated  that  I  wanted  to  go  a  step  further  than  to  refresh  his  memory ; 
however,  I  will  withdraw  it. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Do  yon  know  whether  several  persons  who  took  offices,  because  of  the  so- 
called  election  at  the  time  the  constitution  was  voted  upon,  were  in  fact  non-reeidents 
of  the  State  at  the  time  Congress,  in  the  June  following,  passed  what  was  known  u 
the  '^  omnibus  bill,."  adpittiug  the  State  of  Alabama  along  with  others  f  And  dc  yon 
know  whether,  after  the  vote  upon  the  constitution,  they  actually  left  the  State,  and 
returned  to  it  when  they  found  that  the  omnibus  bill  had  passed,  and  then  claimed  their 
offices  t 

Ansicer.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  locality  of  any  one  of  them  ;  but  I  have 
heard  it  again  and  again  charged  that  many  of  them  returned  from  their  homes  in  the 
Kortli  to  take  offices  after  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  Alabama  by  the  C<m- 
gress  of  the*  United  States. 

Questum,  After  the  passage  of  the  omnibus* bill? 

Ajiswer,  Yes,  sir,  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  Will  you  state  whether  or  not  that  state  Of  things  produced  a  gteat  deal  of 
feeling,  and  an  impression  of  bad  treatment,  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Alabama  f 

Answer,  Well,  the  people  of  Alabama  did  not  approve  of  it,  by  any  means ;  and  the 
feeling  toward  those  parties  was  certainly  not  of  a  very  kind  character.  Hence  the  term 
that  was  applied  to  them,  especially  at  that  time,  of  "  carpet-baggers."  They  came 
down  there  just  merely  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  offices,  and  for  no  other  pur- 
pose. 

Question,  In  that  conneetiou  state  to  what  class  of  persons  the  term  "  carpet-bag- 
gers "  is  applied. 

Answer,  Just  precisely  to  that  class  I  speak  of ;  and  hence  I  used  it  in  that  connec- 
tion. It  was  applied  to  those  men  who  returned  to  take  possession  of  the  offices; 
men  without  ai^  interest  in  the  State  of  AlaJbama,  mere  adventurers  who  had  no  in- 
terest and  no  feeling  with  the  people  of  the  State.  It  did  not  apply  to  the  genuine 
settlers  in  the  country. 

Question.  No  matter  where  they  came  from  f 

Answer,  No  matter  where  they  came  from ;  whether  from  the  shores  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior, the  shores  of  Lake  Michigan,  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  or  the  State  of  Vermont 
We  have  such  settlers  scattered  all  over  my  section  of  the  State,  and  they  are  treated 
kindly ;  and,  by  the  by,  they  seem  to  have  taken  very  kindly  to  us,  a  great  many  of 
them.  On  the  other  hand,  we  had  men  who  came  there,  as  is  well  and  significantly 
stated,. with  nothing  but  a  small  carpet-bag  in  hand,  to  hunt  office,  which  they  got  by 
the  non-action  of  the  people  of  Alabama.  To  that  class  the  term  "carpet-bagger"  is 
confined. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question.  I  wish  to  submit  this  proposition  to  you,  governor,  for  your  consideration : 
While  this  committee  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  and  reporting 
upon  the  disorders  which  are  supposed  to  exist,  and  the  unpunished  crimes  which  are 
alleged  to  have  been  perpetrated  in  the  Southern  States,  as  a  correlative  of  the  dn^ 
imposed  upon  us,  we  are,  as  I  think,  also  authorized  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which 
have  produced  this  state  of  things,  if  such  is  the  fact.  Now  I  wish  to  know  your 
opinion,  frt>m  your  long  residence  among  and  intimate  connection  with  the  Southon 
people,  and  as  the  chief  executive  magistrate  of  one  of  those  States,  whether  or  not, 
after  the  Southern  people  in  arms  submitted  to  the  supremacy  of  the  Federal  power,  if 
the  spirit  of  the  terms  of  capitulation  between  Sherman  and  Johnston  and  Grant  and 
Lee  had  been  observed  in  the  subsequent  Federal  legislation,  the  Southern  people,  as  a 
general  thing,  would  not  have  cheerfully,  or  at  least  quietly  and  honestly,  assumed 
their  old  status  in  the  Union,  even  with  slavery  abolished ;  aud  outside  of  the  social 
and  inevitable  demoralization  which  belongs  to  civil  war,  common  to  the  North  as  well 
as  to  the  South,  would  not  law  and  order  have  been  the  rule,  and  individual  crime  the 
exception  as  in  all  civil  comm  anities  f  This  is  a  long  and,  perhaps,  theoretical  question ; 
but  I  want  your  full  and  deliberate  views  in  answer  to  it. 

Answer,  The  question  is  a  lengthy  one,  and  a  very  pertinent  one.  I  will  answer  it  as 
briefly  as  possible,  and  give  my  views,  based  upon  my  experience,  both  as  a  citizen  and 
as  an  office-holder  in  the  State  of  ^abama.  My  opportunities  of  knowing  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  of  Alabama  I  xonceive  to  have  been  exceedingly  good.  I  was 
elected,  immediately  after  the  war,  to  represent  a  portion  of  North  Alabama,  in  the 
State  senate,  and  there  had  an  opFk>rtunity  to  ascertain  the  feelings  and  sentiments  of 
ttie  people,  not  only  of  the  section  I  represented,  but  of  the  various  sections  of  the 
State.    And  I  may  say  now,  what  I  thought  then,  that  the  readiness  and  willingness 
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of  the  people  of  Alabama,  as  well  as  of  the  other  Southern  States,  to  submit  to  the  order 
of  thioffs  that  ensued  subsequent  to  the  war  was  marvelous  beyond  conception,  and 
certain^  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  any  nation  I  ever  read  of.  t  looked  upoa 
it  not  only  as  a  submission,  a  forced  submission,  to  the  power  of  arms,  but  I  absolutely 
thought  that  a  spirit  of  willing  gladness  to  return  to  the  Union  prevailed  among  the 
people  of  the  State,  especially  among  the  people  of  my  section  of  the  State.  There 
were  a  few  exceptions,  1  will  not  deny,  a  few  Hotspurs  who  were  reluctant  to  acknowl- 
edge defeat,  a  few  men  wild  and  crazy  enough  to  think  that  something  might  turn  up 
that  would  yet  bring  them  victory ;  but  the^  were  few  and  isolated  exceptions.  The 
body  of  the  people,  according  to  m^  conception — I  am  speaking  especially  with  regard 
to  North  Alabama ;  I  speak  also  with  regard  to  South  Alabama,  but  especially  with 
regard  to  North  Alabama,  my  own  section — ^the  body  of  the  j^eople  readily  realized  the 
condition  of  tbings  and  willingly  submitted  to  it.  And  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
now,  what  I  have  said  upon  the  stump,  that  at  the  end  of  two  years  the  Union  feeling 
of  the  country  had  become  strong.  I  was  in  the  legislature  for  two  sessions  and  knew 
what  that  sentiment  was.  The  constitutional  amendments  came  upon  the  legislature, 
and  first  aroused  opposition  subsequent  to  the  war ;  especially  that  amendment,  and 
in  fact  that  only,  tnat  imposed  disabilities  upon  and  disfrancnised  a  large  portion  of 
our  citizens ;  the  fourteenth  amendment  I  believe  it  was  called.  I  was  in  the  legisla- 
ture at  the  time  that  amendment  was  submitted.  That  legislature  comprised  a  ma- 
jority who  had  been  anti-secessionists.  Of  the  senate,  of  whjch  I  was  a  member,  prob- 
ably one-th'ird  of  the  members  were  those  who  had  supported  the  Bell  and  Everett 
ticket  before  the  war^  one-third  had  supported  the  Douglas  ticket,  and  perhaps  one- 
third  had  supported  the  Breckinridge  ticket.  Fully  two-thirds  of  the  senate  had  been 
anti-secessionists.  That  amendment  was  not  only  objectionable  to,  but  it  waspromptly 
rejected  by  the  senate,  because  it  imposed  disabilities  upon  two-thirds  of  the  senate, 
and  that  two-thirds  persons  who  had  opposed  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  It  was  the 
general  sentiment,  I  know  it  was  my  own,  that  we  would  never  be  instrumental  in  im- 
posing upon  ourselves  political  degradation.  I  remember  an  expression  that  was  used, 
that  "we  would  not  commit  political  suicide  to  save  others  from  committing  political 
murder : "  that  was  the  expression.  I  mention  that  to  show  the  feeling  that  animated 
those  wiio  rejected  the  fourteenth  amendment.  I  do  it  to  show,  that  it  was  not  a  feel- 
ing of 'Opposition  to  the^overnment  of  the  United  States,  nor  to  the  Union,  nor  to  the 
Constitution,  -but  simply  because  it  was  an  odious  measure  of  degradation  upon  the 
very  parties  who  had  striven  against  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  Nine  out  of  ten  there 
who  had  opposed  secession  had  been  office-holders  under  the  old  democratic  govern- 
ment of  Alabama,  while  the  leading  secessionists  were  new  men,  who  had  never  held 
office,  or  who,  to  a  great  extent,  ha^  never  held  office  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  Mr. 
Yancey,  their  leader,  had  been  elected  to  Congress  only  once,  and  could  not  gain  that 
position  the  second  time.  He  and  his  followers  had  not  been  office-holders,  and  conse- 
quently did  not  come  within  the  purview  of  the  disqualifying  clauses  of  the  amend- 
ment. Hence  the  odium,  I  shy,  that  attached  to  it  among  the  very  men  who  had  tried 
to  be  faithful  to  the  Government  and  Constitution. of  the  United  States  prior  to  the 
war.  A  feeling  friendly  toward  the  Union  was  gradually  growing  up ;  the  recollections 
and  asperities  of  the  war  were  rapidly  passing  away,  when  that  amendment,  and  then, 
the  reconstruction  measures  which  rapidly  followed,  came  upon  us.  I  think  those 
measures  had  a  very  unhappy  and  unfortunate  effect  at  the  time  upon  the  people  of  the 
South. 

(fuesiion.  Now,  superadded  to  this  general  legislation  of  Couotcss,  commonly  known 
as  the  reconstruction  policy,  and,  indeed,  as  a  prominent  part  or  it,  was  not  the  manner 
in  which  negro  suffrage  and  negro  equality  was  forced  upon  the  Southern  people  one 
of  the  most  torturing  instruments  of  degradation  which  could  have  been  inflicted  upon 
than  by  a  conquering  power,  actually  placing  them  under  the  political  control  of  an- 
other race,  their  former  slaves,  in  numerous  localities  of  the  Sout-h :  and  looking  at  this 
unparalleled  condition  of  things,  as  far  as  we  can,  from  their  social  and  politick  stand- 

eunt,  is  it  not  a  marvelous  fact,  outside  of  these  enumerated  cases  of  lo^  outrage  «nd 
wlessness,  that  the  southern  people,  as  a  proud-spirited  and  even  haughty  political 
body,  have  been  so  patient  and  enduring  f 

Answer.  The  investing  of  the  negroes  with  the  political  franchise  and  the  right  to 
hold  office,  all  this  to  a  people  whose  slaves  those  negroes  had  been,  was  necessarily  a 
measure  firaught  with  very  unpleasant  consequences,  to  say  the  least;  but  when  taken 
in  connection  with  the  fact  that  while  the  negro  obtained  the  right  of  voting  and  of 
holding  office,  hundreds  and  thousands  of  the  leading  men,  of  the  trusted  citizens  of  the 
State,  were  disfranchised  and  disabled  from  holding  office— the  two  taken  together,  I 
Bay,  were  well  calculated  to  arouse  the.  feelings  of  the  Southern  people  and  cause 
them  to  attribute  to  the  Government  of  the  Ui^^  States  a  design  to  degrade  them, 
instead  of  elevating  the  negro. 
(luesHon.  Whether  that  was  the  intention  or  not,  was  not  that  the  result  f 
Answer.  That  was  the  result.  For  example^  notwithstanding  my  political  antece- 
dents, at  the  first  election  after  the  adoption  oi  the  reconstruction  measures  four  negro 
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men  whom  I  had  in  my  employ  walked  out  of  my  yard  and  spent  the  day  in  a  ])olitical 
carnival  and^iad  the  right  to  vote,  while  I  had  to  remain  at  home  powerless  to  aid  or 
to  defeat  hy  my  vote  any  man  or  any  measure  that  waa  to  be  decided  upon  by  that 
election.  That  was  not  well  calculated,  I  say,  to  harmonize  my  feelings  to  the  meas- 
ures that  deprived  me  of  the  right  of  voting ;  and  it  was  with  others  as  with  me. 

Question.  One  other  question ;  even  now,  would  not  general  amnesty  and  an  equal 
participation  in  the  blessings,  as  well  as  the  obligations,  of  civil  government  vouch- 
safed to  the  Southern  people  have  a  strong  and  happy  tendency  in  restoring  fraternal 
relations  between  th6  North  and  the  South  ? 

Answer,  The  people  of  the  South  are  an  impulsive  people ;  they  are  an  exceedingly 
generous  people.  They  are  quick  to  be  offended,  but  they  are  as  readv  to  forgive.  My 
experience  has  been  that^rarely  do  the  people  of  the  South,  and  the  farther  south  the 
less  so,  cherish  implacable  hate  or  obstinate  animosities.  They  will  strike  and  forgive 
in  almost  the  very  same  instant  of  time.  Hence  every  kind  act,  every  generous  and 
benignant  act  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  has  never  failed  to 
meet  a  quick  and  reaay  and  thankful  response  from  the  beople,  within  my  knowledge. 
The  very,  fact  that  it  has  been  retained  long  from  them  absomtely  increases  the  enthu- 
siasm which  which  it  is  received  when  given.  Hence  I  believe  that  universal  amnesty, 
placing  all  the  white  men  of  the  South  upon  an  equality  with  all  the  white  men  oi 
the  North,  would  be  not  only  the  most  gracious  measures  that  Congress  could  adopt, 
but  I  believe  it  would  go  further  in  recementing  the  old  ties  of  Unionism  in  this  coun- 
try than  anything  else  I  could  imagine.  Ton  cannot  get  human  nature  to  hu^  its  own 
chains.  I  know  myself  that  when  my  disabilities  were  removed,  through  the  influence 
of  Senator  Spencer,  I  felt  a  new  man.  I  know  what  I  felt — I  felt  new  ties  binding  me 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States :  I  felt  that  I  had  an  interest  at  stake;  I  felt 
that  I  could  walk  into  any  State  of  the  Union  as  a  citizen,  rehabilitated  with  all  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  a  citizen.  But  until  then,  I  must  confess,  I  did  not  see 
what  special  interest  I  had  in  a  Government  that  did  not  allow  mo  to  have  a  voice 
in  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  :  • 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  source  of  dissatisfaction  to  all  the  peopl^ 

Amwer,  Allow  me ;  in  that  connection,  for  it  is  a  very  important  one,  I  would  like 
to  say  one  thing.  I  mentioned  the  readiness  with  which  the  people  of  the  South  for- 
get and  forgive.  As  an  instance  of  their  readiness  to  accept  the  condition  of  things, 
as  imposed  upon  them  by  Congress,  I  may  mention  that  in  December,  1868, 1  wrote  a 
letter,  which  was  ^^iven  to  the  public,  reviewing  the  entire  situation — that,  I  think, 
was  in  December,  1868 — reviewing  the  entire  situation,  referring  particularly  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  had  been  aaopted,  and  the  re- 
construction measures  passed ;  but  at  the  same  time  ur^ng  upon  the  people  of  Ala- 
bama to  accept  the  situation,  to  honestly  accept  the  situation,  and  go  to  work,  and 
w^ork  out  both  their  material  and  political  salvation  under  the  Constitution  as  it  was. 
In  that  letter  I  urged  upon  them  the  absolute  necessity,  not  only  on  their  own  acoonnt, 
but  on  fuxiount  of  the  colored  race,  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to  educate  and 
elevate  their  minds.  That  letter  appeared  in  December,  1868,  or  in  the  beginning  of 
1869 ,  and  it  was  canvassed  and  discussed  throughout  the  entire  State  of^UabamSy 
and  upon  that  letter  I  received  my  nomination  for  governor  of  that  State.  The  people 
of  Alabama  are  willing  now  to  take  things  as  they  are  ;  reclothe  us  with  full-fledged 
citizenship,  and  there  will  be  no  difficulty.  No  doubt  there  will  be  crimes  commixed 
there  as  everywhere ;  however,  I  do  not  think  that  is  i^cessary. 

Question,  Those  disabilities  attach  to  prominent  citizens,  whose  prominence  is  due  to 
the  confidence  that  their  fellow-citizens  had  in  them  prior  to  the  war  and  during  the 
wart 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  source  of  dissatisfaction  to  the  entire  community  that  the  men  in 
whdm  they  have  placed  their  confidence,  and  who  still  have  their  confidence,  should  be 
under  dis&ilities  T  Is  not  that  sentiment  a  common  sentiment,  and  one  that  extends 
to  the  entire  white  population  of  the  State  ? 

Anstcer.  There  is  no  question  of  it. 

Question.  This  feeling  of  discontent  on  this  ground  is  not  confined  to  those  who  are 
themselves  under  disabilities,  but  it  extends  to  their  fellow-citizens,  who  dislike  to  see 
men,  and  all  the  men,  who  have  had  their  confidence,  placed  under  disabilities  f 

Anstcer.  It  extends  to  all  the  citizens,  especially  when  they  come  to  select  men  to  fill 
o^ces.  In  a  great  many  instances  they  have  to  take  inferior  men,  because  of  the  im- 
I>os6ibility  of  finding  men  capable  of  holding  office  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  country.  w 

Question.  In  your  testimony  yesterday,  in  speaking  of  the  contest  made  for  governor 
at  the  time  of  your  own  election,  you  alluded  to  a  number  of  men  along  some  line  of 
railroad  who  were  not  residents  of  the  State  at  all ;  I  believe  you  said  some  nine  hun- 
dred were  taken  up  and  voted  by  the  contractors  on  the  road.   What  road  was  tiiat  f 
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Answer.  The  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad. 

Question,  You  mentioned  that  there  had  heen  some  difficulty  in  regard  to^some  bonds 
to  be  given  to  that  road,  which  induced  this  action  on  the  part  of  the  contractors.  I 
want  you  to  explain  what  was  that  bond  matter  which  induced  those  contractors  to  be 
BO  active  in  their  efforts  to  reelect  Grovernor  Smith  f 

Anmver,  During  the  canvass  we  suspected  that  there  was  some  collusion  between  Gov- 
ernor Smith  and  J.  C.  Stanton,  the  superintendent  of  that  roail,  to  secure  Smith's  re- 
election at  all  hazards  and  at  any  expense.  It  was  believed  that  the  special  effort  of 
Stanton  was  to  cover  up  the  malpractice  of  Smith  in  the  issuance  of  bonds ;  that  was  firmly 
believed  by  myself  and  by  the  citizens  generally.  Since  my  election  that  bel^f  has 
been  entirely  confirmed. 

Question.  What  was  that  malpractice  f 

Answer.  Under  our  railroad  system,  all  railroad  companies  in  the  State  are  en  tithed 
to  $16,000  a  mile  of  tlieir  bonds  indorsed  by  the  State ;  or  rather  to  have  their  bonds 
indorsed  by  the  State  to  the  amount  of  |l(;.000  a  mile. 

Question.  For  the  construction  of  new  railroads  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  After  the  first  twenty  miles  are  finished,  and  not  before,  they  are 
entitled  to  a  State  indorsement  of  $320,000  of  their  bouds,  and  then  to  the  indorse- 
ment of  $80,000  of  their  bonds  upon  the  completion  of  every  five  miles  thereafter, 
nntil  the  roaid  is  finished. 

'Question.  Are  the  roads  entitled  to  this  benefit  designated  in  the  law  f 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  it  is  a  general  law. 

Question.  Applicable  to  all  railroads  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  The  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad,  I  have  since  discovered, 
when  completed,  would  be  entitled  to  the  indorsement  of  $4,720,000  of  their  bonds,  but 
only  when  completed ;  it  is  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  njiles  long.  At  the  time  tbat 
Governor  Smith  went  out  of  office  they  did  not  profess  to  have  finished  but  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles,  forty-five  miles  being  still  unfinished.  I  know  that  they  had  not 
finished  that  number  of  miles.  Yet,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  by  their  own  ac- 
knowledgment forty-five  miles  of  their  roa<l  were  unfinished,  Governor  Smith  had  in- 
dorsed the  entire  $4,720,000  of  their  bonds,  and  also  $500,000  of  bonds  the  indorsement 
of  which  they  never  would  be  entitled  to. 

Question.  And  had  delivered  those  bonds  to  the  contractors  f 

Answer.  Had  delivered  them  to  the  contractors,  signed  by  his  name  and  with  the 
great  seal  of  the  State  attached  thereto.    I  have  seen  some  of  the  bonds. 

Question.  Hence  the  activity  of  the  parties  in  interest  to  secure  the  reelection  of 
Governor  Smith? 

Answer.  That  is  what  we  thought. 

Question.  And  hence  they  resorted  to  this  large  number  of  illegal  votes  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  we  believed.  Stanton  was  said  to  have  furnished  the  means 
for  election  purposes. 

Question.  Has  the  road  been  completed  since  ? 

Answer.  It  has  not. 

Question.  It  is  not  finished  now  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  State  indorsed  bonds  are  all  issued  f 

Answer.  They  are  all  issued. 

Qu^tion.  Are  there  any  other  instances  in  your  State  of  similar  transactions  by  the 
officials  in  illegally  indorsing  railroad  bonds  f 

Anstcer.  That  we  do  not  know,  from  the  simple  fact  that  no  other  railroad  has  made 
defaiilt  in  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  bonds. 

Queftion.  No  other  road  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir.  It  was  only  through  the  default  of  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga 
Railroad  Company  that  we  were  enabled  to  discover  it  in  that  case. 

Question.  Is  there  not  kept  a  record  of  the  bonds  in  the  proper  State  offices  f 

Answer.  No  record ;  not  a  line  of  a  record  has  been  kept. 

Questioti.  Does  not  the  law  require  that  such  a  record  should  be  kept  t 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  it  doe«.  The  law  was  all  penned  for  the  benefit  of  the 
railroad  companies,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  State. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  When  was  that  law  passed  f 

Answer.  A  law  was  first  passed  in  1867,  while  I  was  in  the  legislature,  with  very 
strict  provisions,  providing  for  the  indorsement  of  $12,000  a  mile.  At  the  subsequent 
session  of  the  legislature,  in  1808,  the  amount  was  increased  to  $16,000  a  mile,  and  in 
the  case  of  one  road  to  $22,000  a  mile. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  the  law  of  1867  allowed  the  indorsement  of  these  bonds,  birt  under 
Teiy  strict  provisions  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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• 

Question,  Were  those  provisions  done  away  with  hy  the  snbseqnent  legislation  T 

Anewer,  It  would  be  hard  to  tell  what  were  the  subsequent  amendments ;  they  were 
so  mixed  and  so  susceptible  of  this  and  that  construction  that  it  would  be  hard  to  tell 
what  they  were  without  reading  the  law  just  as  the  occasion  required  one  to  investi- 
gate it. 

Question,  1  understand  you  to  say  that  there  were  at  first  strict  provisions  in  refer- 
ence to  the  issuance  of  these  bonds ;  and  you  also  say  that  the  law  as  it  now  standsi 
does  not  require  even  a  record  or  register  of  the  number  of  bonds  that  have  been 
issued? 

Anmmr.  I  do  not  think  it  is  required  in  regard  to  the  indorsed  bonds. 

Question,  Was  it  ever  required  T 

Anmcer,  I  do  not  know  whether  the  law  of  1867  required  it  or  not ;  I  do  not  t^ink  it 
did.  I  do  not  think  such  a  requirement  is  necessary  ;  I  think  it  was  a  part  of  the  ex- 
ecutive's duties  to  keep  a  record  of  his  own  ofi&cial  acts. 

Question.  It  is  impossible,  then,  for  you,  as  the  chief  executive  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, to  ascertain  now  the  actual  liability  of  the  State  on  bonds  that  have  been  thus 
indorsed  f 

Answer,  I  can  only  approximate  their  number  from  the  number  of  miles  of  road  built. 
But  that  would  not  be  a  certain  guide,  from  the  simple  fact  that  Governor  Smith,  in 
his  message,  upon  his  retirement  from  the  oflBce  of  governor  of  the  State,  positively  and 
unequivocally  declared  that  he  had  indorsed  only  $4,000,000  for  the  Alabama  and  Chat- 
tanooga Railroad.    That  was  on  the  last,  or  nearly  the  last,  day  of  his  official  life. 

Question,  And  you  have  since  ascertained  that  he  had  indoreed  $1,300,000  more  for 
that  one  railroad  than  he  stated  in  his  message  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  no  question  of  that ;  that  is  certain. 

Question.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  State  indebt»edne88  at  the  end  of  the  warf 

Answer.  It  was  between  three  and  four  millions,  exclusive  of  accumulated  interest 
That  accumulated  interest  was  ftmded,  by  the  issuance  on  the  part  of  the  State  and 
the  acceptance  on  the  part  of  the  bondholders  of  new  bonds  for  the  unpaid  interest 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  How  much  did  that  funded  interest  amount  tof 

Anstcer,  All  the  indebtedness  incurred  up  to  the  time  of  reconstruction— I  use  that 
limit  of  time  because  money  had  to  be  borrowed  to  carry  on  the  government  immedi- 
ately after  the  war — the  whole  amount  of  what  we  call  the  direct  indebtedness  of  the 
State  of  Alabama  was  $5,300,000,  or  thereabout. 

Question.  Including  the  funded  interest  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  principal  and  funded  interest. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  What  is  the  debt  now,  as  near  as  you  can  approximate  to  itf 
Anstcer,  The  direct  debt  of  Alabama  has  been  increased  by  only  about  $3,000,000, 
making  between  eight  and  nine  millions  of  dollars. 
Question.  And  the  liabilities  f 
Answer,  The  ^abilities,  I  suppose,  will  amount  to  about  $12,000,000  more. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

•  Question,  What  do  you  mean  by  liabilities  f 

Answer.  Liabilities  by  indorsements.  Under  the  present  indorsement  laws  of  the 
State,  the  liabilities,  by  the  time  the  roads  are  finished  and  they  become  entitled  to 
the  State  indorsement  under  the  law,  will  amount  to  $30,000,000 ;  the  completion  of 
the  roads  now  entitled  to  indorsements  will  increase  the  liabilities  of  the  State  to  aome- 
where  in  the  neighborhood  of  $30,000,000. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  You. mean  when  the  roads  are  finished? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  entitled  to  it  and  gettiug  it  every  day. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Is  there  any  security  given  to  the  State  for  these  liabilities  ? 

Arisu^er.  Under  a  general  law  the  State  is  entitled  to  a  statutory  lien,  or  a  statutory 
first  mortgage,  I  may  designate  it ;  in  some  instances,  upon  default  by  the  railroad  . 
companies  in  the  payment  of  the  interest  or  the  principal  of  the  bonds,  it  would  have 
the  right  to  seize  the  roads. 

Question,  Is  that  the  case  in  regard  to  Stanton's  road  f 

Ansiper:  That  is  the  case  with  regard  to  Stanton's  road ;  but  it  may  be  mentioned 
that  Stanton's  road  extends  into  four  States,  commencing  in  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
and  terminating  in  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Our  statutory  lien  is  certainly  valid  to 
the  extent  to  which  the  road  runs  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 
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By  Mr.  Pool  : 

.  Quegthn,  What  extent  is  that,  in  number  of  miles  f 

Anatcer.  Really  I  could  not  speak  positively  with  regard  to  the  exact  nnmber  of  miles ; 
I  should  suppose  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles ;  that  is  my  impression. 

By  the  Chaibman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  This  $16,000  a  mile  is  not  guaranteed  for  any  part  out  of  the  State  f 
An$wer,  Yes,  sir ;  for  twenty  miles  outside,  at  their  terminus.    With  regard  to  thn 

Alabama  Railroad  there  is  an  additional  security,  and  that  is  a  deed  of  trust  made 

directly  to  the  bondholders. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Queetian,  To  the  holders  of  the  bonds  indorsed  by  the  State  T 

An$wer.  Yes,  sir;  a  deed  of  trust  conveying  to  trustees  all  the  property  in  the  road 
from  Chattanooga  to  Meridian.  That  deed  reco^pizes  the  priority  of  the  lien  of  the 
State  of  Alabama.  I  think  that  if  the  property  is  there  the  security  of  the  State  is 
▼•lid.   ^ 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

(^aeeiiotu  But  inasmuch  as  many  of  those  bonds  were  indorsed  for  which  there  was 
no  road  built,  and  there  has  been  none  built,  the  property  is  not  there  f 

Anstoer,  It  is  not  there.  I  wiU  further  state  that,  in  addition  to  this  $16,000  a  mile  of 
indorsements,  the  legislature  of  Alabama  authorized  the  issue  of  two  millions  of  the 
direct  bonds  of  the  State  and  gave  them  to  this  road. 

Questian,  Without  any  security  f 

Avsioer,  None  upon  the  road,  but  upon  the  lands.  That  law,  authorizing  the  issue  of 
$2,000,000  of  the  direct  bonds  of  the  State,  required  the  governor  of  Alabama  to 
issue  them  "  flx)m  time  to  time  " — that  in  the  language  of  the  law — "  from  time  to  time, 
as  the  road  was  completed.'' 

Quegtion,  Completed  by  sections  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  word  '*  sections''  was  not  used;  ''from  time  to  time,  as  the  road 
was  completed."  I  have  no  doubt  that  '*  sections"  was  contemplated,  because  it  pro- 
vided that  the  issuance  and  delivery  of  the  bonds  should  oease  in  the  event  that  the 
road  was  not  completed  by  a  certain  time.  Governor  Smith,  however,  regardless  of 
that  provision,  issued  all  of  those  bonds  upon  one  day,  the  entire  $2,000,000  of  bonds, 
and  maced  them  in  the  hands  of  the  company  in  the  latter  part  of  March,  1870.  The 
result  has  been  nothing  but  disast-er  to  the  road  and  to  the  State.  There  are  a  thousand 
men  to-day  on  that  road  in  a  starving  condition,  without  a  mouthful  to  eat,  the 
road  in  bankmpt<^,  and  in  the  han£  of  the  custodian  of  the  district  court ;  all 
from  the  fact  that  these  bonds  were  issued  prior  to  the  time  when  they  should  have 
been  issued.  If  they  had  been  issued  as  the  road  was  completed  there  would  now  be 
means  in  the  hands  of  the  parties  to  pay  their  employ^. 

Question,  Then,  as  I  understand  it,  you  conceive  that  those  bonds  were  not  applied  to 
the  construction  of  the  road  f 

Answer,  No.  sir ;  not  at  all;  the  party  built  a  fine  hotel  in  Chattanooga,  and  laid  the 
foundation  or  an  opera  house. 

QuestioTi,  Like  Fisk,  of  the  Erie  f 

Answer,  Precisely,  upon  a  similar  scale.  He  is  a  man  of  wonderful  energy,  that 
Stanton. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  What  is  the  security  for  that  $2,000,000? 

Answer,  A  first  mortgage  upon  all  the  lands  granted  to  that  road  by  the  United 
States. 
Question,  Is  it  ample  t 
Annoer.  I  think  it  is,  if  we  can  ever  realize  on  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

QuesHon,  Are  the  lands  contiguous  to  the  roadf 

Answer.  They  are  confined  within  a  limit  of  ten  miles  on  either  side  of  the  road. 

QuestiaH,  And  if  the  road  had  been  completed  the  bonds  would  have  been  of  much 
more  value  than  nowf 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then,  if  I  understand  you,  had  the  bonds  been  issued  in  accordance  with 
the  law,  and  the  road  had  been  completed,  the  security  to  the  State  would,  have  been 
much  better  T 

Answer.  Certainly.  If  the  bonds  had  been  issued  according  to  law,  the  road  would 
have  been  completed  to-day,  and  been  one  of  the  finest  enterprises  on  the  continent 
As  it  isy  it  is  in  ruins,  and  may  prove  disastrous  to  the  State  of  Alabama. 
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By  Mr.  STEVEXSOJf : 

Question,  How  mauy  of  those  bonds  would  be  now  issued  if  they  had  been  issued  as 
you  claim  they  should  have  been,  only  as  the  road  was  completeil  f 

An^tPer.  From  my  information,  I  think  there  are  fifty  miles  of  the  road  uncompleted, 
according  to  the  requirement-s  of  the  law. 

Question.  About  one-sixth  of  its  entire  length! 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  running  over  it,  but  there  is  only  a  temporary  track. 

Question.  Then  about  five-sixths  miles  of  the  roa<l,  two  hundred  and  fifty  out  of  two 
hundred  and  ninety-five  miles,  have  been  completed  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  proportion  of  the  bonds  would  now  be  issued  if  the  issue  of  them  had 
been  made  strictly  according  to  the  law  T 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  paid  the  interest  on  the  bonds. 

By  the  Chairm.vn,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

.Question.  The  other  portion  is  so  far  built  that  they  are  running  trains  over  it? 
Afisicer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  governor  of  Alabama  I  have  recognized  bonds  for  two  hundred 
and  fifty  miles. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  When  you  say  "  temporary  track,**  do  you  mean  that  the  track  is  not  laid 
as  it  should  be  ? 

Answer.  A  part  of  it  is  only  temporaiy,  carried  around  the  cuts,  &c. 

Question.  The  fifty  miles  which  you  say  is  unfinished  is  well  finished,  except  ia 
regard  to  the  diflicult  parts,  the  cuts,  t&c.T 

Anstver.  No,  sir,  it  is  not.  About  fifty  miles  is  not  finished  at  all  permanently ;  that 
is  what  I  understand,  for  I  have  not  been  on  the  road. 

Question,  Is  that  fifty  miles  on  the-  direct  rdute  of  the  road,  except  in  regard  to  the 
cuts  and  filling  f 

Ansiver.  I  think  it  is. 

Question.  The  road  has  not  been  fully  ballasted  on  that  part  f 

Anstoer,  I  think  it  has  not. 

By  Mr.  Van  Tbump: 

Question,  Is  Governor  Smith  a  native  of  Alabama? 
Answer.  I  understand  that  he  is  a  native  of  Georgia. 
Question.  He  is  not  a  carpet-bagger,  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term  t 
Answer.  He  is  not.    I  sat  in  the  legislature  of  Alabama  with  him  eighteen  years  ago, 
I  think. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  You  do  not  call  a  man  a  carpet-bagger  if  he  goes  from  Georgia  to  Alabama? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  we  do  not  call  a  man  a  carpet-bagger  if  he  comes  from  Massachu- 
setts to  Alabama.  I  would  be  a  carpet-bagger  myself  under  such  a  rule.  The  term 
'^  carpet-bagger^'  is  not  applied  to  a  citizen  who  makes  his  permanent  residence  in  the 
State.  ^ 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  You  spoke  of  your  inability  to  find  out  the  number  of  those  bonds  that  had 
been  issued.  You  mean,  I  suppose,  that  you  cannot  find  out  from  the  records.  !Might 
you  not  find  out  by  calling  the  officers  before  you.  Governor  Smith  and  others,  and 
having  an  investigation,  putting  them  upon  oath  f 

Ansuyer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why? 

Ansxeer.  Because  no  officer  in  the  present  government  knows  anything  about  them. 
On  discovering  that  there  was  no  record  of  the  number  of  tae  bonds,  or  of  their 'char- 
acter, indorsed  and  signed  by  Governor  Smith,  I  telegraphed  to  his  private  secretary, 
who  went  out  of  office  with  him,  asking  if  there  was  any  record  of  said  bonds.  *  His 
reply  was,  "  None  other  than  the  certificates  of  the  railroad  presidents  on  tile."  Upon 
examination  of  the  files  I  discovered  that  the  certificates  of  the  presidents  afforded  no 
information.  I  found  one  in  somewhat  of  this  style :  *'  This  is  to  certify  that  five 
more  miles  [of  the  road  named]  has  been  finished."  That  was  the  certificate  on  tile,  and 
it  afibrded  me  no  information.  I  do  not  believe  that  Governor  Smith  really  did  know 
the  exact  number  of  bonds  he  signed. 

Question.  Suppose  you  were  to  summon,  before  an  investigatiug  committee  or  any 
other  tribunal.  Governor  Smith,  the  railroad  presidents,  and  all  others  likely  t^*know, 
and  put  them  upon  oath,  would  you  not  be  able  in  that  way  to  approximate  the 
amount  f 

Answer.  There  was  an  investigating  committee  appointed  by  the  last  legislature. 
Question.  For  that  pr.rpose  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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^uesHon.  Have  they  reported  f 

An^er.  Governor  Smith  was  not  before  them,  nor  was  Stanton ;  neither  of  them  was 
in  the  State  of  Alabama  at  the  time. 

Question.  Was  any  effort  made  to  secnre  their  attendance  T 

AnmBer.  I  really  do  not  know  what  effort  was  made. 

Question.  Has  that  law  been  repealed  authorizing  the  issuing  of  bonds  ? 

Ansvcer.  It  has  not ;  it  expires  by  its  own  limitation  in  November  next,  I  think. 

QuG^ion.  Ton  say  the  law  was  passed  in  1867  f 

Ansucer.  The  first  railroad  law  was  passed  in  18C7. 

Question.  Yon  are  not  aware  that  any  of  the  restrictions  contained  in  the  first  law 
were  repealed  by  any  subsequent  law  f 

Answer.  I  think  the  first  law  was  modified,  but  not  materially,  and  it  was  enlarged. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  of  any  other  malpractice  in  the  issuance  of  bonds,  except 
to  this  road  of  which  Stanton  has  control  f 

Answer.  Not  positively ;  I  have  my  suspicions  that  there  were  more  bonds  issued  to 
the  South  and  North  road,  a  road  contemplated  from  Montgomery  to  the  Tenness^ 
River  at  Decatur.  I  have  so  charged  it  upon  the  president  of  that  road.  He  denies, 
however,  that  he  has  received  more.  I  discovered  that  he  had  got  bonds  numbered  up 
to  2100  and  odd,  while  I  was  satisfied  that  he  was  only  entitled  to  bonds  up  to  No.  1900, ' 
I  gave  bim  notice  that  he  must  have  the  intermediate  bonds  forthcoming  before  I 
would  sign  any  more  bonds  for  him.  He  h^s  not  come  to  me  for  my  signature.  That 
is  only  my  suspicion,  however ;  I  could  not  swear  to  it  positively.  I  will  say  further 
that  the  commissioners  appointed  by  myself  to  examine  and  report  upou  the  character 
of  the  road  before  indorsements  were  given — I  instituted  a  commission  for  that  pur- 
pose— reported  that  the  road  known  as  Goneral  Forrest's  road  had  on  hand  |80,00d  of 
bonds  for  the  five  miles  of  road  that  they  examined.  I  have  not  had  a  personal  inter- 
view with  the  commissioners,  and  scarcely  know  what  that  means ;  whether  they  have 
examined  five  miles  of  the  road  that  Smith  issued  bonds  for,  or  not,  I  do  not  know.  I 
suppose,  however,  the  fact  is  that  General  Forrest  has  got  |80,000  of  bonds  for  five 
miles  of  the  road  that  really  were  not  completed  according  to  what  I  conceive  to  be 
the  requirements  of  the  law,  but  what  Governor  Smith  assumed  to  be  according  to  the 
requirements  of  the  law,  for  he  never  appointed  a  single  man  to  examine  a  single  mile 
of  road  for  which  he  issued  bonds. 

Question.  You  mean  so  far  as  you  know  f 

Answer,  I  instituted  inquiries  whether  commissioners  had  been  appointed  according 
to  law,  and  I  ascertained  that  they  had  not  been. 

Question.  Governor  Smith  had  issued  the  entire  amount  of  bonds  for  Stanton's  road 
before  the  election  T 
Anstoer.  So  we  supposed ;  before  he  went  out,  or  afterward. 

QuesHon.  Could  he  have  done  it  afterward  ? 

Ansicer.  He  could  have  signed  them  afterward.  The  $500,000  of  bonds  were  not  put 
upon  the  market,  I  understand,  until  January  of  this  year. 

Question.  They  might  have  been  signed  by  Governor  Smith  even  after  he  went  out  of 
office? 
Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  not  those  bonds  require  the  great  seal  of  the  State  ? 
Ansiper.  No,  sir ;  the  direct  bonds  require  the  great  seal  of  the  State,  but  not  the  in- 
dorsed bonds.    The  indorsed  bonds  are  the  bon£  of  the  company,  not  of  the  State. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Question.  Do  you  recognize  the  indorsement  of  that  $500,000  of  bonds  f 
Ansiper.  No,  sir ;  I  have  positively  repudiated  it. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  nine  hundred  men  voting  on  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga 
road  for  Governor  Smith,  at  the  Instance  of  Stanton.    Were  they  registered  f 

Anstcer.  My  information  is,  from  the  member  who  represents  the  county,  that  Stanton, 
on  the  morning  of  election,  carried  up  those  men  in  a  body,  walked  tliem  before  him 
to  the  registration  office,  had  them  re^tered,  and  then  as  each  announced  his  name 
he  took  out  a  ticket  and  placed  it  in  his  hand,  and  they  passed  on  in  regular  line  to  the 
poUs  and  voted ;  that  is  my  information. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Do. you  mean  to  say,  or  to  have  us  understand,  that  by  any  provision  of  law 
a  governor  of  Alabama  out  of  office  could  legally  have  indorsed  those  bonds  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir.  I  was  aske<l  the  question  whether  he  signed  them  before  he  went  out 
of  office,  and  my  reply  was  that  I  could  not  say  whether  he  did  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  thought  Governor  Smith  did  not  know 
of  this  over-issue,  or  did  not  know  how  many  he  had  signed  ? 
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Answer,  You  misapprehended  me  if  yon  nuderstood  me  to  say  tbat  he  did  not  know 
of  the  over-issue. 

Question,  Yon  said  that  you  supx>osod  he  did  not  know  the  exact  number  be  had 
signed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  am  satisfied  he  knew  of  this  over-issue. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Are  those  bonds  numbered  f 

Afistcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  that  if  there  has  been  an  oyer-issue  it  is  easy  to  determine  where  the 
rightful  issue  should  have  stopped  ? 

Answer.  Certainly. 

Question.  And  what  would  be  the  illegal  excess  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  By.  that  means  I  ascertained  the  number  of  bonds  that  the  State 
is  legally  liable  for  from  No.  1  to  No.  5300  indusive. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  :  *  • 

Question.  I  would  like  to  ask  one  question  further  in  regard  to  these  railroad  bonds. 
You  say  the  law  fixed  the  limit  of  time  within  which  these  roads  must  be  all  finished  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Well,  within  which  they  are  legally  entitled  to  State  indorsement  of  tiieir 
bonds  f 

Answer.  The  law  is  that  no  road  can  obtain  the  benefit  of  State  indorsement  after  its 
expiration  in  1871. 

Question.  The  force  of  the  law  expires  in  1871  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  the  roads  who  are  the  present  recipients  of  this  benefit  can  ^ 
on,  under  the  law,  and  build  for  years ;  but  no  new  road  can  come  in  and  claim  this 
benefit. 

Question.  Then  in  making  your  estimate  of  the  limit  of  the  liability  of  the  State  on 
these  indorsementSjvyou  took  into  account  the  probable  number  of  miles  to  be  con- 
structed by  the  roads  up  to  that  time  f 

Answer.  For  instance,  a  road  has  received  an  indorsement  of  |320,000  of  its  bonds, 
representing  twenty  miles  of  ruad.  It  is  a  road  of  a  length  of  two  hundred  miles;  thai 
would  make  the  amount  of  total  indorsement  about  $.3,200,000. 

Question.  What  was  the  political  character  of  the  legislature  that  passed  the  original 
bill,  establishing  the  railroad  policy  of  the  State! 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  politics  in  it ;  they  were  all  Alabamians ;  that 
is  the  most  of  politics  1  know  about  it. 

Question.  You  have  already  spoken  of  the  senate  as  having  been  composed  one-third 
of  old  whigs,  one-third  of  Douglas  democrats,  and  one-third  of  Breckinridge  democrats. 
Were  there  any  colored  men  in  the  senate  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  there  any  carpet-baggers  in  the  sense  in  which  you  used  that  term  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  had  not  come  there  then  j  they  did  not  swarm  down  there 
untU  reconstruction. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

QuiSstum.  You  say  that  you  certified  to  a  certain  amount  of  bonds  in  order  that  the 
interest  might  be  paid  on  them.  Were  any  other  bonds  presented  to  you  in  order  to 
obtain  your  certificate  besides  the  amount  you  certified  to  f 

Answer.  Perhaps  I  will  meet  your  question  by  stating  the  factau 

Question,  That  is  what  I  want,  in  relation  to  any  other  outstanding  bonds,  the  inter- 
est upon  which  has  not  been  paid. 

Answer.  I  authorized  Duncan,  Sherman  &  Co.  to  pay  the  interest  upon  four  thousand 
bonds,  the  number  Governor  Smith  stated  in  his  message  had  been  signed  by  him ;  tbat 
was  the  number  I  conceived  the  road  to  be  legally  entitled  to  at  that  time. 

Question.  What  length  of  road  did  that  cover  f 

Answer,  It  covered  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  there 
were  other. bonds  in  excess  of  the  four  thousand ;  and  in  my  advertisement,  published 
in  the  New  York  Herald  and  other  papers,  I  required  that  such  bonds  in  excess  should 
be  presented  at  the  counting-house  ot  Duncan,  Sherman  &  Co.  for  inspection  and  lor 
registratiou.  After  that  announcement  I  received  information  from  different  parties 
that  there  were  bonds  in  excess  of  the  four  thousand,  and  up  to  fifty-three  hundred. 
None  of  them  were  presented  to  me  at  all,  because  I  had  nothing  to  d6  with  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest ;  Duncan,  Sherman  &  Co.  are  the  financial  agents  of  the  State.  I 
asked  for  one  of  the  bonds  in  excess,  which  was  submitted  to  me  for  inspection  by  a 
gentleman  from  Boston. 

Question.  What  are  the  number  of  those  bonds  upon  which  the  interest  has  not  been 
paid? 

Answer.  From  No,  4000  to  the  end  of  the  list. 
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By  Mr.  Biair  : 

Question,  From  No.  4000  to  No.  53001 

Answer.  Tea,  sir,  if  that  is  the  terminus  of  the  indorsement. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

QueBiitm,  What  evidenoe  hav&  you  that  No.  5300  is  the  end  of  the  list  f 
Answer.  After  I  had  discovered  it  by  a  very  diligent  investigation,  William  H.  Smita 
called  upon  me  at  the  St.  Nicholas  Hotel,  and  half  acknowledged  it  himself;  and  th^ 
next  day'D.  N.  Stanton  himself  acknowle<lged  it  in  toto. 
Question.  Who  holds  those  bonds,  so  far  as  you  have  ascertained  t 
Answer.  I  think  that  from  No.  4000  to  No.  4720  are  in  the  hands  of  European  houses, 
partly  in  the  hands  of  Erlanger  &,  Co. ;  |80.000  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  first 
trustees  under  the  deed  of  trust,  held  and  retained  by  them  because  they  believed  the 
road  was  entitled  to  but  $4,720,000,  while  $4,800,000  had  been  issued ;  that  $80,000  has 
not  been  sold  at  all.    Between  $300,000  aud  $400,000  are  in  the  hands  of  a  house  in 
Philadelphia,  and  $30,000  are  in  the  hands ^of  a  house  in  Boston.    I  do  not  know 
whether  the  balance  has  or  has  not  been  disposed  of  by  the  railroad  company.    I  think 
the  $300,000  is  in  the  hands  of  Drexel  Sl  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  if  that  is  the  name  of 
the  house. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Being  in  the  legislature  when  this  law  was  passed,  do  you  recollect  how  yon 
voted  on  it  f 

Answer,  I  was  not  present  at  the  final  vote;  I  was  called  home  on  account  of  sick- 
ness in  my  family.    If  I  had  been  present  I  should  have  voted  for  it. 

Qusstion.  You  do  not  object  to  the  policy  of  the  law,  then,  but  to  its  admiuistration  ? 

Answer.  I  object  to  the  policy  of  $16,000  a  mile,  because  I  thihk  that  is  too  much ; 
but  I  did  not,  at  the  time  the  bill  was  up,  object  to  $12,000  a  mile.  The  State  is  rich 
in  mineral  resources ;  the  people  had  become  impoverished ;  and  I  voted  for  the  bill 
notwithstanding  my  democratic  prejudices  against  internal  improvements  by  the 
Government,  because  I  thought  it  would  tend  greatly  to  develop  the  resources  of  the 
State. 

Question,  When,  and  by  what  legislature,  was  the  amount  increased  f 

Answer.  The  law  was  changed  variously  fi'om  the  time  tlie  reconstruction  me-asures 
placed  the  now  government  in  power. 

Question.  The  increase  was  made  under  the  reconstruction  government  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  a  party  question  under  the  reconstructed  government  in  the  legis- 
lature! • 

Answer,  I  believe  aU  the  democrats  who  were  in  the  legislature  vot«d  against  it ; 
there  was  only  one  in  the  senate,  and  he  had  np  power.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any 
party  question  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Van  Tkump  :      , 

Question.  The  party  in  power  carried  it  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Did  the  democrats  make  any  opposition  to  it  f 

Answer.  They  voted  against  it. 

Question.  In  both  houses  f 

Answer.  I  think  so.    I  was  present  and  witnessed  the  scene ;  I  remember  very  well 
I  was  there  as  a  spectator,  and  did  not  leave  the  senate  until  3  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
trying  to  defeat  the  $2,000,000  clause. 
.    Question.  That  was  the  land  proposition  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  now  of  the  increase  to  $16,000  a  mile. 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  the  position  of  any  particular  member. 

Question,  It  is  your  general  impression  that  the  democrats  opposed  it  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  the  feeling  of  the  State  generally  is  opposed  to  it. 

QuesHon.  You  referred  to  one  road  as  General  Forrest's  road ;  is  that  N.  B.  Forrest  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  , 

QuesHon.  He  is  the  president  of  that  road? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Of  course  if  there  is  apy  over-issue  or  any  improper  practice  in  regard  to 
that  road,  he  would  have  known  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  suppose  so. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 
Question,  Was  there  not  a  general  feeling  among  the  people  of  Alabama  that  there 
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ongbt  to  be  general  internal  improvements  undertaken  in  order  to  get  them  out  of 
their  generally  impoverished  situation  T 

Jnstper.  I  think  that  was  the  general  feeling. 

QuesUon.  That  it  was  the  best  means  to  encourage  immigration  and  capital  f 

Answer.  It  certainly  was. 

(luestion.  It  was  because  of  that  general  feeling  among  the  people  that  these  rail- 
road projects  were  undertaken  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  not  even  the  colored  people  of  Alabama  in  favor  of  the  general  re- 
moval of  political  disabilities  by  Congress  f 

Anstcer.  Yes  sir.  I  will  say  here  that  the  colored  people  of  Alabama^  as  a  general 
thing,  are  not  desirous  at  all  that  the  white  people  there  should  be  their  inferiors  in 
anything.  They  are  ready  and  willing,  and  if  they  had  a  direct  vote  upon  the  question 
at  the  ballot-box,  would  vote  for  general  amnesty  to-morrow. 

Queslion,  Is  that  the  case  with  most  of  the  white  republicans  f 

Anstrer,  I  do  not  think  it  is. 

Qiuistion.  You  do  not  think  it  is  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  it  is.  I  will  state  the  fact  that  during  the  pendency  of  the 
reconstruction  measures  I  once  addressed  a  colored  audieuce ;  I  told  them  that  we 
could  not  support  this  constitution,  and  we  did  not  want  them  to  support  it,  from  the 
simple  fact  that  it  was  disfranchising  some  of  their  best  friends,  and  amongst  them 
myself,  for  example.  There  was  a  single  shout  that  they  did  not  want  any  man  to  be 
disfranchised.  I  will  say  that  the  colored  people  of  the  State  of  Alabama  have  acted, 
with  some  exceptions,  ot  course,  admirably  in  this  matter ;  they  are  not  to  blarae  if 
they  could  bo  let  alone. 

Question.  You  think  the  fact  that  disabilities  have  not  been  remove<l  has  led  to  dis- 
satisfaction, and  that  ff  they  shouh^  be  removed  there  would  be  less  disorder? 

Ansicer,  1  think  there  would  be  a  great  deal  more  satisfaction.  But,  as  I  said  beftire, 
the  disorders  of  the  State  of  Alabama  are  now  passing  away ;  they  have  been  fr<fwu«l 
dowii  by  the  very  men  whose  disabilities  are  still  resting  upon  tliem.  I  do  not  think 
the  removal  of  disabilities  would  otFect  much  change  in  that  regard. 

Question.  You  would  not  say,  then,  that  any  of  the  outrages,  such  as  scourgings  snd 
outrages  of  a  more  heinous  character,  committed  by  organized  bands  of  disguised  men 
upon  colored  people,  was  the  result  of  the  policy  of  imposing  political  disabilities  upon 
the  people  t 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  that  had  anything  to  do  with  any  outrage  that  nas  been 
committed  upon  a  colored  man.  And  I  will  further  say,  that  I  do  not  think  there  ever 
was  a  political  motive  in  any  outrage  committed  upon  a  colored  man ;  of  my  own 
personal  knowledge  I  know  of  none.  9 

QttesUon,  Have  you  ever  canvassed  the  southern  portion  of  the  State  of  Alabama  f 

Answer.  1  have  spoken  in  some  of  the  counties  of  South  Alabama,  but  in  comparatively 
few  of  them.  During  the  last  canvass  I  did  not  imnetrate  the  southern  portion  of 
Alabama,  what  we  call  the  Black  Belt,  and  for  this  simple  reason :  We  tried  to  avoid 
political  discussion  as  much  as  possible;  we  did  not  think  it  was  necessary,  and  we 
wanted  as  much  hanuony  and  peace  to  prevail  during  the  canvass  as  could  be 
obtained.  We  wante<l  to  leave  the  people  to  their  own  free  will  to  vote  just  ns  they 
thought  proper.  Hence,  on  the  day  of  this  Eutaw  aflfair,  I  had  been  invited  to  speak 
there  ;  the  invitation  did  not  reach  me,  however,  but  I  would  not  have  been  there  had 
it  reached  me.  We  were  determined  that  in  the  election  it  should  be  proved  to  the 
country  that  every  man  in  Alabama  could  have  the  right  to  vote  and  think  on  poli- 
cal  matters  just  as  he  pleased,  and  we  wanted  to  test  the  resuU  upon  that  principle. 
I  never  met  Governor  Smith  in  the  canvass. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  superior  opportunities  of  knowing  the  sentiments  of  the 
people  of  Alabama  other  than  that  of  having  been  a  State  senator  f 

Answer.  Well,  as  the  executive  of  the  State,  and  as  a  citizen,  I  have  been  in  various 
portions  of  the  State,  time  and  again,  from  Mobile  to  the  Tennessee)  line  ;  I  have  had 
a  great  many  business  transactions  in  Mobile,  and  in  Sumter  County  in  West  Ala- 
bama ;  I  have  been  in  Montgomery ;  and  my  opportunities  have  l>een  rather  extensive 
than  otherwise ;  more  extensive  than  most  gentlemen  have  had  in  the  South. 

Question.  W^ere  your  opportunities  any  more  extensive  than  those  of  Governor  Par- 
sons T 

Ansxccr,  I  should  think  they  were ;  I  think  that  Governor  Parsons's  movements  were 
confined  rather  to  his  own  localities  than  to  the  State  at  large.  I  met  Governor  Par- 
sons in  Mobile  in  1868,  when  ho  made  a  celebrated  speech  there.  I  never  knew  him  in 
our  section  of  the  State,  in  Noi*th  Alabama,  at  all.  ,  During  the  last  canvass  he  was 
confined  to  a  trial  at  Paytona,  and  did  not  speak  at  all. 

Question.  Is  he  in  the  middle  belt  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  is  in  the  mountain  belt. 

Qu^tion.  I  thought  you  were  in  the  northern  belt  of  the  State. 

Answer.  I  am. 
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*    Question.  And  that  he  lived  in  a  different  section. 

Answer.  He  does ;  bat  the  northern  belt  extends  from  one  hnudred  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles,  and  he  lives  on  one  side  of  it  and' I  on  the  opposite  side. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  in  the  county  of  Greene  t  * 

Answer.  Only  once;  during  the  war. 

Question.  Have  you  been  in  any  of  the  adjacent  counties  T 

Answer.  Sumter  is  one  of  the  adjacent  counties ;  I  know  that  very  well. 

Question.  Tou  say  that,  in  your  opinion,  when  the  war  closed,  there  was  a  general 
disposition  on  the  |^rt  of  the  people  of  Alabama  to  accept  the  situation  upon  the  terms 
of  the  capitulation  f 

Answer.  I  think  there  was.  ■ 

Question.  What  did  they  understand  those  terms  to  be,  and  how  different  from  the 
reconstructiou  policy  of  Congress  f  • 

Answer.  They  understood  those  terms  to  be  that  the  State  governments  should  move 
on  and  be  conducted  in  their  operations  precisely  as  they  were  prior  to  the  war ;  that 
the  States  would  have  the  right,  the  same  aer  prior  to  the  war,  to  regulate  their  own 
political  aiffairs ;  that  the  electors  of  the  States  should  have  their  character  given  to 
them  by  the  State  legislature,  saving  and  excepting  those  included  in  President  John- 
son's proclamation,  in  which,  I  believe,  there  were  eleven  classes  of  exceptions.  They 
were  willing  to  accept  that  condition  of  affairs,  hoping  that  time  would  change  and 
remove  the  disabilities  imposed  upon  those  exceptionaiclasses.  The  legislatures  met, 
and,  afi  .1  can  say,  legislated  entirely  in  accordaiifce  with  the  spirit  of  freedom  to  the 
negroes,  at  least,  so  far  as  Alabama  was  coucemed.  lu  the  Alabama  legislature  we 
endeavored  to  establish  such  an  order  of  things  as  would  harmonize  with  that  freedom. 
Of  course,  there  were  many  provisions  of  our  laws  which  were  crude :  those,  time  cer- 
tainly would  have  changetf.  But  I  believe  that  the  spirit  which  animated  the  legisla- 
ture was  a  desire  to  give  to  the  negro  race  all  the  rights  and  privileges  that  they  be- 
lieved the  negro  at  that  time  was  capable  of  exercising.  Of  course,  the  negro  race 
having  just  come  out  of  a  system  of  slavery,  the  views  of  the  white  race  were  ueces- 
sarily  narrowed  upon  that  question.  But  it  was  astonishing  how  great  an  advance- 
ment was  made  in  that  regard  during  the  brief  session  of  three  months.  Men  who,  in 
December^  went  into  the  legislature,  in  J'ebruary  came  out  with  views  greatly  ad- 
vanced with  regard  to  the  proper  legislation  in  reference  to  the  negro  race. 

Question.  Give  us  some  of  the  items  of  that  legislation  in  reference  to  the  police  reg- 
ulations of  the  negro,  their  labor  upon  plantations,  &c.,  adopted  by  that  legislature. 

Answer.  It  is  almost  impossible  for  me  to  speak  upon  that  point  with  any  accuracy, 
£rom  the  simple  fact  that  a  great  many  laws  were  changed  by  subsequent  legislatures, 
which  chan^es^ave  never  been  called  to  my  attention. 

(Question.  The  laws  have  since  been  made  more  liberal  to  the  negroes  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  because,  in  the  first  place,  under  our  legislation  the  negro  has  no 
vote.  I  may  say  here  that  I  do  remember  one  law  that  wa«  enacted;  we  gave' 
them  the  right  to  testify  in  courts.  That  was  a  subject  of  long  and  earnest  discussion, 
and  it  was  in  connection  with  that  law  that  the  change  manifested  itself,  to  which  I 
have  alluded.  There  was  great  opposition  to  allowing  them  to  testify ;  but  finally  it 
went  on  until  there  was  no  opposition  at  all.  That  was  one  law.  Then  there  was  a 
restraining  law,  called  the  vagrant  law. 

Question.  Tell  us  about  that. 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  the  provisions  of  that  law ;  however,  they  were  very 
stringent. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Qut^tion.  Was  the  law  which  you  passed  allowing  the  negroes  to  testify  a  law  giv- 
ing him  an  unrestricted  and  general  right  to  testify  in  all  cases,  the  same  as  white  men 
hadf 

Answer.  More  so,  it  allowed  them  to  testify  in  their  own  cases. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Qt^tion.  Tou  passed  the  recent  English  provision  upon  that  subject  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  an  advancement  upon  the  rights  which  the  whites  had  pos 
sessed.    The  vagrant  law  was  a  strict  vagrant  law,  and  applicable  to  both  white  and 
blacks. 

Question.  State  some  of  the  provisions  of  that  law. 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  think  I  could  state  any  of  its  provisions;  I  only  remember  the  gen- 
eral tenor  of  the  law ;  I  have  never  examined  it  since  the  day  it  was  passed. 

Question.'  Is  it  in  the  statutes  of  Alabama  f 

Ansirer.  1  think  it  is  in  the  code  of  Alabama ;  it  was  incorporated  in  the  code  adopted 
at  that  session  of  the  legislature. 

Question.  As  the  people  of  Alabama  understood  the  terms  of  capitulation,  was  any 
one  disfranchised  from  holding  office  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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• 

Question,  They  considered  that  feature  of  the  recoDstniction  acts  a  violation  of  th% 
terms  of  capitulation  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  that  I  have  ever  heard  that  provision  mentioned  in  connec- 
•tion  with  a  violation  of  the  terms  of  capitulation ;  they  considered  it  a  violation  of  the 
constitutional  rights  guaranteed  under  that  capitulation. 

Question.  Then  1  imderstand  you  to  express  the  opinion  that  it  was  the  reconstruc- 
tion policy  of  Congress,  emhracmg  the  constitutional  amendments  as  well  as  the  re- 
construction acts,  that  gave  the  general  dissatisfaction  that  was  manifested  in  the 
State? 

Answer.  I  think  the  fourteenth  amendment  and  the  reconstmcti(A  measures  t^ogethei 
gave  universal  dissatisfaction.  The  ameudmelit  to  the  constitution  emancipating  the 
negroes  gave  no  dissatisfaction,  for  the  simple  fact  that  by  the  convention  that  met 
in  1865,  under  the  proclamation  of  President  Johnson,  emancipation  was  incorporated 
into  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Question,  You  think  it  was  the  Tourteenth  amendment,  together  with  the  reconstruc- 
tion acts  of  Congress,  what  is  generally  embraced  in  the  term  reconstruction  policy  of 
Congress,  that  gave  dissatisfaction. 

Answer,  It  gave  great  dissatisfaction. 

Question,  Would  the  white  people  of  Alabama  ever  have  consented  by  their  suffrages 
to  have  accepted  the  reconstruction  policy  of  Congress  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  would  have  taken  considerable  time  to  have  got  them  to  do  so. 

Question,  Could  Congress  have  putats  reconstruction  policy  into  operation  without 
the  negro  vote  t 

Answer,  If  Congress  had  passed  the  law,  I  believe  there  would  have  been  no  resist* 
ance  to  it,  but  there  would  have  beeh  a  very  dogged  submission. 

Question,  A  part  of  the  reconstruction  policy  was  to  submit  it  to  the  people  for  their 
adoption  f 

Answer.  If  it  had  been  submitted  to  the  white  people  of  Alabama,  the  reconstruction 
measures  would  have  been  defeated  beyond  all  question. 

Question.  By  a  large  majority  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  tnink  they  would  have  voted  iii  its  favor  5,000  votes. 

Question,  So  the  only  mode  Congress  had  of  putting  that  reconstruction  policy  into 
operation,  under  the  forms  of  elections  and  laws,  was  by  admitting  the  colored  people 
to  the  ballot-box  T 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  that,  from  the  simple  fact  that  they  wxre  admitted  to  the  ballot- 
box,  and  it  was  then  defeated. 

Question.  It  could  not  have  been  put  into  operation  by  the  white  people  of  the  State. 

Anstoer,  No,  sir ;  the  whito  vote  was  almost  a  unit  against  it. 

Question,  Whatever  the  opposition  then  was,  whatever  is  the  oppositton  now,  or  has 
been,  it  has  been  on  account  of  the  reconstruction  policy  of  Congress,  directed  to  that 
and  not  the  Government  itself. 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  h^tility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Stat«a 
on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Alabama ;  when  I  say  that  I  speak  in  general  terms.  I 
think  tnere  is  rather  a  desire  that  the  legislation  of  Congress  sl^oiud  be  such  as  to 
remove  the  causes  of  uukindly  feeling  on  their  part  towards  the  Government.  And,  as 
I  said  before,  whenever  a  measure  of  a  kindly  character  has  been  passed  by  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  it  seems  to  have  lifted  a  load  from  the  people,  to  have 
brought  them  towards  the  Government  of  the  United  States  with  more  affection  for  it. 
That  nas  been  my  feeling,  and  it  has  been  the  feeling  of  those  immediately  around  me, 
so  far  as  I  have  observexT,  and  the  feeling  generally  of  the  people  of  the  State.  I  think 
that,  take  the  week  before  the  reconstruction  measures  became  the  laws  of  the  country, 
and  the  week  after,  there  was  a  very  decided  difference  in  the  feelings  of  the  p€K>p1e. 
I  really  believed,  at  the  time  the  reconstruction  me^ures  came  upon  us,  and  I  so  stated, 
that  in  two  years  the  Union  feeling  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  in  all  the  Southern 
States,  would  be  greater  than  in  Massachusetts,  such  was  the  growth  of  it  then 
going  on. 

Question,  Is  not  ^he  negro  suf&age  feature  of  the  reconstruction  policy  the  main 
thing  which  they  dislike  T  • 

Answer,  I  must  confess  that  there  is  a  great  change  in  that  regard.  We  are  getting 
to  think  that  perhaps  our  representation  in  Congress  needs  that  sort>  of  thing :  we 
are  beginning  to  think  that  negro  voting  will  not  be  such  a  bad  thing  after  all;  we 
may  get  one  or  two  members  of  Congress  in  Alabama  by  it,  and  thus  offset  Massa- 
chusetts. Allow  me  to  make  a  remark  here:  there  is  the  very  kindliest  feeling 
existing  between  the  two  races ;  I  am  glad  to  bear  testimony  to  that  fact. ,  There  la 
occasionally  a  disturbance  got  up,  but  the  negro  race  are  not  to  bl^^me  for  it-,  and  the 
white  people  of  Alabama  know  it.  I  know  of  no  man  in- the  Stiite  of  Alabama  to-day 
who  has  not  a  kindly  feeling  toward  the  negro.  They  do  not  charge  these  disturb- 
ances against  them. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 
Question,  Against  whom  do  they  charge  them  f 
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•  Answer,  Against  designing  men  who  have  oome  among  them  for  the  purpose  of 
manipulatinff  the  negro  vote  for  their  own  aggrandizement,  and  that  alone.  I  believe 
that  if  a  half  a  dozen  men  would  take  a  notion  to  leave  the  State  of  Alabama,  there 
would  not  be  a  hard  feeling,  nor  the  report  of  one  in  the  State.  I  believe  that  the 
negro  race  would  just  vote  as  they  pleased ;  and  I  believe  they  would  vote  the  repub- 
lican ticket  to  a  great  extent. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Could  you  name  that  half  a  doasen  menf 
Answer,  I  would  rather  not  name  them. 
QuesHon,  I  will  not  insist  upon  it. 
Answer.  I  do  not  desire 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

QuesUon.  To  make  more  difficulty  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  wish  to  make  special  cases  at  all,  because  there  is  not  a  man  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,  that  I  know  of,  toward  whom  I  have  an  unkindly  feeling. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Do  those  half  a  dozen  of  men  belong  all  to  one  party,  the  same  party  f 

Answer.  Well,  the  half  a  dozen  that  I  refer  to,  do. 

Question,  Would  it  not  do  the  State  some  good  if  some  men  of  the  other  party  should 
leave  also  t 

Answer,  I  think  it  likely  that  both  parties  could  spare  some.  But  when  I  spoke  of 
those  half  a  dozen  men,  I  spoke  iu  connection  with  the  question  of  raising  feuds  be- 
tween  negroes  and  white  men. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  When  colored  men  in  the  various  localities  of  tbfe  State  are  whipped  and 
outraged  by  these  disguised  parties,  do  the  white  people  rise  up  and  ferret  out  the 
offenders  f 

Answer.  Well,  as  to  ferreting  them  out  by  the  people  at  large,  I  cannot  say  that  they 
do.  That  matter  is  always  intrusted  to  our  courts  of  justice ;  we  have  a  justice  of  the 
peace  in  every  precinct,  and  constables,  and,  as  courts  of  inquiry  and  conservators  -of 
the  peace,  it  is  their  duty  b^  the  statutes  to  bring  offenders  to  justice.  But,  in  regard 
to  my  immediate  home,  I  wiU  say  that  I  have  never  known  an  injury  done  to  a  negro 
man,  I  have  never  known  an  ipjustice  done  to  a  negro  man,  that  was  not  condemned 
by  the  people.  And  I  have  never  known  a  negro  man  nor  a  negro  woman  to  fail  to 
receive  strict  and  exact  justice  in  the  courts. 

Question,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  had  never  known  one  of  these  disguised 
men  to  be  convicted  in  the  courts. 

Answer.  Did  I  not  say  with  the  exception  of  Lauderdale  County  t 

Question.  You  spoke  of  some  disguised  negroes  in  Lauderdale  county. 

Answer.  No;  they  were  in  my  own  county. 

Question.  What  was  that  case  in  Lauderdale  County  t 

Answer.  I  could  not  name  the  parties ;  but  there  were  some  parties  prosecuted  in 
Liuiderdale  County  and  bound  over.  I  think  I  mentioned  Lauderdale  County  yes- 
terday. 

Question,  With  that  exception,  then,  you  have  not  known  the  courts  to  take  up  and 
bind  over  these  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer,  I  have  no  recollection  now  of  any  Ku-Elox  or  disguised  men  being  con- 
victed. 

Question,  The  courts,  then,  do  not  interfere  and  protect  the  negro  people  against  such 
outrages;  they  have  not  done  so;  and  you  have  not  known  of  any  general  uprising  of 
the  white  peox)le  to  protect  them  against  such  outrages t 

Answer,  The  popular  sentiment  is  very  strong  against  them.  And  our  judge  of  the 
circuit  court  is  not  only  very  severe  in  his  charges,  and  in  his  denunciations  of  them^ 
hut  l)e  is  absolutely  bittor ;  he  is  neither  sparing  in  his  language  nor  in  his  instruc- 
tions to  the  jury  to  ferret  them  out  and  bring  them  to  justice.  •* 

Question,  Notwithstanding  which  they  have  not  been  ferreted  out  t 

Answer.  I  have  said  that  Ihave  known  none  of  them  convicted. 

Question.  It  would  require  a  public  sentiment  to  enable  the  courts  to  discharge  their 
duties  efficiently  in.  that  regard,  would  it  nott 

Answer.  I  uelieve  that  public  sestiment  is  the  great  administrator  of  justice. 

Question.  And  notwithstanding  the  stringency  of  your  judge's  charges,  that  public 
seutimeut  has  been  wanting  to  such  an  extent  that  not  a  man  of  them  has  yet  been 
convicted  f 

Answer.  The  public  sentiment  against  disguised  men  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  so  far 
as  I  know,  and  I  think  I  know  the  sentiment  of  the  entire  State,  is  not  only  earnest, 
but  openly  and  publicly  avowed  by  the  leading  and  substantial  citizens  of  every  sec- 
tion.   Our  newspapers  are  at  this  time,  and  I  think  generally  have  been,  unequivocal  * 
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in  their  denunciationB  of  oatrages  by  disgnised  men,  or  by  any  other  lawless  body  of 
men. 

Question.  If  a  band  of  negroes  should  go  to  the  honse  of  a  white  man,  a  member  of 
the  democratic  party,  at  night,  and  take  nim  from  his  bed,  and  strip  him  and  scourge 
him,  would  there  or  would  there  not  be  a  general  outcry  and  rising  up  of  the  com- 
munity to  bring  the  offenders  to  justice  f 

Answer.  It  depends  entirely  upon  the  character  of  the  white  man.  If  ho  was  a  bad 
man,  or  charged  with  crime  of  an  aggravated  character,  I  do  not  think  they  would  put 
themselves  to  any  trouble  about  it.  I  think  that  the  same  effort  would  be  made  as 
with  regard  to  a  colored  man.  I  say  this  from  the  simple  fact  that  I  have  myself  seen 
a  difficulty  between  a  white  man  and  a  colored  man  ;  the  colored  man  was  the  more 
honorable  man  of  the  two ;  and  there  was  not  a  man  in  the  crowd  of  fifty  but  what 
was  on  the  side  of  the  colored  man. 

Question.  Then  I  understand  you  to  mean  to  say  that  if  the  white  man  was  charged 
with  crime,  and  a  body  of  colored  men  should  go  to  his  house  at  night,  t-uke  him  from 
his  bed,  scourge  him  with  whips,  after  stripping  him,  it  would  not  produce  any  great 
rising  up  of  the  community,  and  an  endeavor  to  ferret  out  the  offenders t 

Answer.  I  have  said  it  would  depend  entirely  upon  the  character  of  the  nmn. 

Question*  I  have  said  "  charged  with  crime.''  xou  think  that  a  man  in  Alabama 
charged  with  crime  might  be  subjected  to  such  an  outrage  without  any  general  rising 
up  of  the  community  in  his  defense  f 

Ansiver.  Understand  me,  the  people  are  not  in  the  habit,  as  a  body,  of  taking  the 
laws  into  their  own  hands,  neither  when  a  man  commits  a  crime,  nor  where  he  is  offens- 
ive ;  they  intrust  that  to  the  of&cers  of  the  law.  And  I  do  not  think  they  would  do 
anything  more  in  regard  to  good  white  men  than  they  would  in  regard  to  good  colored 
men ;  that  is  my  belief.  I  have  a  colored  man  who  has  lived  with  me  for  years ;  I  be- 
lieve there  are  some  men  in  the  town  of  Tuscumbia  who  would  protect  him,  as  many 
men  who  would  protect  him  in  his  rights  to-day  as  would  protect  any  whit«  man 
within  the  limits  of  the  comionnity,  simply  because  he  is  a  high-toned,  honorable 
colored  man,  and  a  good  man,  as  I  have  known  him  to  be  for  twenty  years.  It  is  troe 
that  a  lawless  white  man  might  rise  up  and  seek  revenge. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  body  of  colored  men  going  to  the  house  of  a 
wihite  man,  taking  him  from  his  bed  at  night,  stripping  and  scourging  him,  because  he 
was  accused  of  crime  and  generally  supposed  to  be  gufity  of  it  f  , 

Answer.  I  never  knew  ot  such  a  case. 

Question.  You  never  knew  that  to  occur  in  Alabama  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  as  a  general  thins  the  colored  men  have  behaved  pretty  well. 

Question,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  first  legislature  that  assembled  after  the 
war,  under  what  is  called  President  Johnson's  policy,  refused  to  accept  the  fourteenth 
amendment? 

Answer.  They  refused  to  accept  it. 

Question.  By  how  large  a  vote  f 

^nswer.  I  do  not  believe  it  ever  reached  a  vote  in  the  house ;  I  think  we  rejected  it  in 
the  senate,  with  about  five,  perhaps,  voting  for  it ;  I  cannot  speak  precisely  as  to  the 
number. 

Questum.  You  gave  the  complexion  of  the  legislature  approximately  as  one-third  old 
Bell  and  Everett  men,  one-third  Douglas  democrats,  and  one-third  Breckinridge  dem- 
ocrats t 

Answer.  That  was  about  the  proportion,  I  think. 

QwMon,  Was  it  understood  that  the  Breckinridge  democrats  were  original  seces- 
sionists, and  the  others  not  f 

Answer.  No,  I  cannot  say  that  they  were  original  secession ists,  because  during  the 
contest  in  the  election  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  President  Lincoln,  the  ques- 
tion of  secession  was  not  the  main  question  in  the  canvass.  Many  voted  for  Mr. 
Breckinridge  who  afterward  were  opposed  to  secession.  But  I  was  speaking  in  i*egard 
to  the  complexion  of  the  senate  when  I  stated  that. 

Question.  Then  you  mean  to  say  that  all  the  Breckinridge  democrats  in  the  legiskir 
tnre  were  not  in  favor  of  the  secession  movementt 

Anmoer.  I  could  not  speak  accurately  upon  that  subject ;  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  Douglas  democrats  who  were  in  the  legislature  in  favor 
of  secession  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  were. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  Bell  and  Everett  division  in  favor  of  secession  t 

Answer.  My  impression  is  there  were  none. 

Question.  Then,  under  that  showing,  how  did  the  State  secede  f 
,    Answer.  How  did  it  secede!    We  had  various  reasons  at  the  time  how  it  seceded. 

Question.  Were  the  majority  of  the  people  of  Alabama  in  favor  of  secession  f 

Answer.  We  did  not  think  so ;  the  anti-secessionistS  charged  that  a  intyority  were 
not  in  favor  of  secession ;  but  tiiere  were  two  or  three  counties  counted  out.  At  all 
events,  the  State  seceded. 
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Question,  Now  tell  me  how  many  Douglas  democratic  members  of  the  legislature 
went  heartily  into  the  rebellion  after  it  commenced;  upon  the  idea  that  they  must  go 
with  their  State,  or  upon  any  other  idea? 

Answer,  I  expect  that  all  pretended  they  went  ip. 

Question,  Were  there  any  who  did  notf 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  of  any  in  the  legislature  who  did  not  go  into  the  rebel- 
lion ;  how  about  the  Bell  and  Everett  portion  ? 

Answer,  I  exi>ect  they  all  sided  with  Alabama  in  that  contest.' 

Question,  You  think  all  went  into  the  rebellion  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  all  went  in ;  a  great  many  of  us  did  not  go 
far  in. 

Question,  Were  a  great  many  of  them  active  and  earnest  during  the  progress  of  the 
rebellion,  taking  prominent  parts,  holding  prominent  positions  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  none  in  the  legislature  occupied  any  prominent  position  during  the 
rebellion,  except  there  was  a  C(uonel  Jackson,  and  a  Colonel  Powell ;  I  believe  they 
were  secessionists. 

Question,  Could  you  in  1864  perceive  any  difference  between  the  earnestness  of  the 
Breckinridge  men  and  the  earnestness  of  the  ^eat  body  of  the  Douglas  men  and  the 
Bell  and  £verett  men  in  their  aid  to  the  rebellion  f 

Answer,  Well,  really,  I  cannot  speak  as  to  that,  because  we  were  in  an  excited  state 
at  that  time,  and  I  do  not  think  we  thought  anything  much  about  Bell  and  Everett 
men  or  Douglas  men,  or  Breckinridge  men,  at  that  time.  Some  of  the  leading  Donglas 
men  were  charged  at  Montgomery  with  entering  into  a  combination  to  put  au  end  to 
the  war  an4  to  get  back  into  the  Union. 

Question.  Then  I  understand  you  to  me^in  that  the  three  classifications  given  by  you 
indicated  the  degree  of  earnestness  in  the  participation  of  the  respective  members  of 
those  classifications  during  the  progress  of  the  rebellion  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  mean  to  indicate  that. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  four  of  your  negroes  going  to  vote  on  an  occasion  when  you 
ooiiid  not  vote  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  that  you  felt  bad  about  it  ? 

Answer,  Well,  nbt  so  very  bad ;  I  felt  a  little  sore. 

Question,  Why  could  you  not  vote  T 

Answer,  The  reconstruction  measures  prohibited  me  from  voting. 

Question,  Why? 

Answer.  Because  prior  to  the  war  I  had  been  a  member  of  the  legislature,  and  I  took 
a  slight  part  in  the  rebellion. 

Question,  What  part  did  you  take  ? 

Answer,  Not  much ;  I  was  never  much  of  a  soldier ;  it  did  not  suit  me. 

Question,  You  were  prohibited  from  voting  because  you  took  part  in  the  rebellion  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  considered  that  I  had  done  enough  in  the  rebellion  to  come  within 
the  purview  of  the  reconstruction  ii^easures,  and  of  course  I  could  not  take  the  oath. 

Question,  You  say  that  at  one  time  you  wrote  a  letter  giVing  a  general  review  of  the 
condition  of  things  in  Alabama,  and  advising  the  people  to  accept  the  situation.  At 
what  time  was  that  ? 

Anstcer,  It  was  in  the  beginning  of  1869. 

QuesHon,  You  said  that  letter  was  generally  discussed  all  over  the  State  t 

Answer.  It  is  discussed  to  this  day. 

Question.  And  you  think  it  was  because  of  that  letter  that  you  were  selected  from 
among  the  great  number  of  democrats  in  Alabama  as  their  candidate  for  governor  f 

Answer.  1  will  not  say  that  was  the  cause  of  it ;  but  I  will  say  that  that  letter  was 
discussed  by  the  democracy  at  the  time  of  the  nomination ;  and  although  at  one  time 
it  had  been  assailed,  yet  upon  general  examination  they  believed  that  it  expressed  the 
sentiments  of  the  people  of  Alabama ;  they  believed  that  upon  doctrines  Huch  as  were 
contained  in  that  letter  I  could  run  the  race  successfully. 

Question,  They  thought  that  letter  gave  you  perhaps  a  better  chance  of  election  than 
other  democrats  had  T 

Answer,  I  think  it  hai^l  sopie  influence  in  that  respect. 

Question.  Was  it  because  it  was  supposed  that  it  would  bring  to  you  republican  votes, 
or  the  votes  of  moderate  men  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it,  was  because  they  did  not  think  that  a  man  who  had  been  iden- 
tified with  extreme  opinions  could  receive  the  votes  of  the  democratic  party  in  Alabama. 

Question,  You  were  somewhat  distinguished  above  others  in  1869  by  the  publication 
of  such  sentiments  ? 

Answer,  That  was  the  first  letter  upon  that  subject  from  any  man  who  had  been  in 
public  life. 

Question,  And  some  denunciation  was  heaped  upon  you  at  that  time  on  account  of  it  t 

Answer,  One  or  two  newspapers  assailed  me  because  I  had  written  it,  and  because  of 
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the  mau  to  whom  I  wrote  it,  who  was  rather  obnoxious.  I  addressed  it  to  »  repol))!- 
can,  and  they  began  to  think  that  I  was  going  over  to  the  repnbiicans.  That  was  tb^ 
reason  that  1  was  somewhat  assailed ;  but  I  did  not  go. 

Question.  When  you  spoke  of  the  people  of  Alabama  being  opposed  to  the  reoonstmc- 
tion  policy  of  Congress,  and  having  been  indignant  at  it,  yon  used  the  phrase  *^  people 
of  Alabama."  What  do  you  mean  by  people  of  Alabama ;  do  yon  mean  tho  colored 
people  f 

Aimcer.  No,  sir :  I  mean  the  white  i>eople ;  I  mean  the  electors  of  tho  State  nnder  tiis 
laws  existing  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  reconstruction  measures,  the  voters 
under  the  old  system. 

Qneatum.  You  spoke  of  the  disfranchising  clause  in  the  constitution  of  Alabama  as 
being  obnoxious ;  what  is  it  f 

Armcer,  It  was  an  embodiment  of  the  reconstruction  measures;  nnder  it  I  oould  not 
hold  office. 

Question*  Was  it  anything  more  than  that  f 

Anaiter.  I  think  not,  but  1  forget  now  the  particulars;  it  was  an  embodiment  of  ibo 
reconstruction  measures. 

Question.  It  imposed  no  disabilities  beyond  what  the  reconstniotion  measures  imposed  f 

Answer.  That,  and  the  fourteenth  amendment. 

Question.  The  fourteenth  amendment  is  a  part  of  the  reconstruction  policy  t 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  disfranchisement  in  your  constitution  outside  of  and  beyond 
that  imposed  by  the  reconstruction  policy  of  Congress  f 

Ansiner,  1  do  not  remember  all  the  provisions ;  1  would  have  to  examine  them  before 
I  could  speak  accurately  upon  that  subject. 

Question*  You  do  not  remember  any  of  them  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  them. 

Question.  If  there  had  been  any  beyond  that,  would  it  not  probably  have  specially 
attracted  your  attention. 

Anstver,  1  think  it  would;  they  were  afterward  removed  by  legislation. 

Question.  What  is  the  senate  basis  of  representation  in  your  State  f  Is  it  taxation  or 
population  f 

Answer.  It  is  population.  The  constitution  limits  the  number  of  members  of  the 
senate  to  thirty-three,  each  one  representing  a  certain  number  of  population. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  in  districting  the  State  they  gave  one  of  those 
thirty-three  senators  to  a  less  number  of  population  than  was  entitled  to  a  ^nator  t 

Anstcer.  The  distribution  was  unequal.     . 

Question,  To  a  less  number  of  population  than  one- thirty-third  part  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  State  t  « 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Including  the  colored  population  also  f 

Answer.  Including  everything. 

Question.  That  was  a  clear  violation  of  your  constitution,  was  it  not  t 

Answer.  It  is  sometimes  impossible  to  distnbnte  them  precisely  equally,  on  account 
of  the  counties  ;   but  it  was  a  clear  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  constitution. 

Question,  It  being  impossible  to  make  an  exactly'equal  distribution,  was  there  not  A 
provision  of  your  constitution  to  carry  over  the  excess  from  one  district  to  another  t 

Answer.  The  constitution  provided  what  should  be  a  senatorial  district.  For  exam- 
ple, tho  county  of  Madison  was  to  be  a  senatorial  district ;  the  counties  of  Fntoklin 
and  Lawrence  constituted  a  senatorial  district ;  the  counties  of  Lauderdale  and  Liibie- 
stone  constituted  a  senatorial  district ;  the  county  of  Sumter  was  a  senatorial  district. 
That  is  provided  in  the  constitution  until  a  new  apportionment  is  niaile. 

Question.  That  runs  through  all  the  counties  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  the  districts  were  designated  by  the  constitution  itself  until 
future  legislation,  based  upon  an  enumeration  of  the  people. 

Question.  I  thought  it  was  by  legislative  enactment,  as  in  my  own  State. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  yet. 

Question,  I  now  come  more  particularly  to  the  subject  of  our  general  inquiry.  I  un- 
derstood you  to  say  that  the  dockets  of  your  State,  so  far  as  you  have  seen  them,  show 
a  marvelously  small  number  of  crimes  at  this  time. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  accounted  for  that  because  you  thought  the  people  were  less  ad- 
dicted to  liquor ;  you  gave  that  as  one  reason  that  there  were  fewer  fends  and  fewer 
personal  difficulties. 

Answer.  1  stated,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  that  during  the  last  twelve  months  there  were 
fewer  crimes  committed  in  the  State  of  Alabama  than  during*  any  twelve  months  sinoe 
the  formation  of  the  State  government  in  1819.  That  conclusion  is  the  result  of  my 
own  observation,  as  well  as  of  information  derived  from  other  sources.  I  hAve  called 
the  attention  to  that  fact  of  many  leading  lawyers  and  citizens  of  the  State,  who  hav^e 
invariably  agreed  with  me.    I  think  I  stated  that  a  reference  to  our  criminal  docketa 
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wooJd  show  that  to  be  the  ^t.  In  my  particular  section,  of  which  I  have  a  more 
sccnrate  knowledge  than  any  other,  I  know  that  to  be  the  fact.  I  may  say  that  I  have 
never  known  a  section  of  any  country  so  entirely  exempt  from  crime,  and  especially 
cnmes  of  a  higher  natore,  than  my  own  section.  I  think  there  are  various  reasons 
which  have  produced  this  good  effect.  Among  other  things,  the  people  are  better  off 
in  our  mountain  regions  tlum  they  ever  were  at  any  time  before.  Their  labor  has  been 
more  remunerative;  they  perforp  their  own  work  in  the  fields;  they  do  not  employ 
labor.  Cotton  selling  at  m>m  $100  to  $150  a  bale  remunerates  the  manavv^ho  does  his 
own  labor  to  the  amount  of  three  times.  While  it  is  advancing  the  comforts  of  the 
white  laborer  who  cultivates  his  own  lands,  it  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  impoverishing  the 
man  who  employs  labor,  simply  because  the  expense  of  provisions,  of  implements,  and 
of  mules  has  all  increased  in  a  greater  ratio  than  the  increased  price  of  cotton.  For 
example,  before  the  war  you  could  buy  bacon  at  10  cents  a  pound ;  now  yon  have  to  pay 
22  cents;  and  the  white  man  who  labors  in  our  section  of  the  country  raises  his  own 
meat,  ia  other  words,  bis  expenses  are  increased,  while  the  increase  of  the  price  of  his 
products  of  labor  are  trebled. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson:    » 

Question,  And  the  result  is  a  tendency  to  equalize  the  fortunes  of  the  people  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Hence  the  p'eople  ore  more  industrious,  because  their  industry  is 
better  compensated.  Being  more  industrious,  there  is  more  sobriety,  more  pride  oi 
character,  more  disposition  to  be  kindly  toward  each  other.  Instead  of  those  old- 
fashioned  southwestern  feuds  and  personal  rencounters  that  took  place  before  the  war, 
yon  rarely  ever  hear  of  them  now. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Before  the  war  all  petty  .crimes  committed  by  the  slaves  were  punished  by 
the  master  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  all  crimes  below  a  felony.  , 

Question,  Now  all  that  class  of  crimen  come  into  the  courts  f 

Ansxcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  you  still  say  that,  notwithstanding  that  addition  to  the  criminal  dock- 
ets of  the  State,  those  dockets  in  the  aggregate  show  a  less  amount  of  crime  than 
when  onlj^  the  white  men  were  indicted,  as  before  the  war  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Does  not  that  speak  volumes  for  the  colored  roan  f 

Answer,  It  speaks  volumes  for  the  white  man,  too;  for  I  believe  there  have  been  fewer 
colored  men  whipped  by  white  men  during  the  last  two  years  than  in  any  two  years 
during  slavery,  unless  by  their  masters.  I  believe  that  what  I  may  call  outsiders  have 
whipped  fewer  colored  men  within  the  last  two  years  than  were  whipped  during  that 
same  length  of  time  while  they  wore  slaves  and  uuder  the  protection  of  masters.  I 
have  known  very  few  colored  men  whipped.  There  is  the  kindliest  feeling  existing 
between  the  races.  It  does  seem  to  me  tnat  those  prominent  cases  that  are  brought 
before  the  public  eye  are  only  indications  of  the  non-existence  of  others.    They  are  iso- 


tween  the  white  race  and  the  black  race.  It  is  very  rarely  that  you  will  hear  of  a 
disturbance  between  a  white  man  and  a  black  man.  But,  I  repeat,  an  isolated  case  will 
occur,  and  particularly  when  it  can  have  giv«n  to  it  a  political  tendency  and  influence 
it  is  made  so  much  the  more  i)romvueiit ;  especialty  when  you  go  away  from  home  it 
becomes  more  prominent. 

Question,  That  question  was  preliminary  to  one  which  I  now  desire  to  ask.  Is  there 
anything  in  the  conduct  of  the  colored  people  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  any  misbehavior 
or  turbmence,  that  would  invite  such  outrages  as  are  charged  against  the  Ku-Klux,  or 
these  organizations  of  disguised  men,  or  that  would  make  sach  things  necessary  for  the 
well-being  of  society  f 

Answer.  There  have  been  some  very  bad  and  turbulent  negroes,  who  have  undertaken 
to  assume  social  rights  and  privileges  which  the  whites  would  not  accord  to  them ; 
nor  could  it  be  expected  that  they  should  accord  them  to  thum.  But  take  the  colored 
population  of  the  State  of  Alabama  generally,  they  have  been  exceedingly  well- 
benaved,  and  are  at  this  day  exceedingly  well-behaved.  The  turbulent  negroes,  just 
'  like  turbulent  white  men,  will  bring  disrepute  upon  communities  and  ui)on  races. 
But  I  am  very  glad  that  I  have  an  opportimity  of  saying  that,  so  far  as  my  information 
and  knowledge  and  personal  experience  go,  for  the  last  two  years  especially,  the  con- 
duct of  the  colored  people,  as  a  whole,  has  been  excellent.  During  the  pendency  of 
the  reconstruction  measures,  at  the  time  they  were  about  to  be  clothed  with  political 
rights  and  political  equality  with  the  white  man,  and  under  the  intlueuce  of  men  who 
wanted  to  convert  them  into  instruments  for  their  own  advancement,  the  negro  popu- 
lation in  towns  was  disposed  to  be  exceedingly  insolent.    They  had  been  told  that  the 
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white  man  of  the  Sonth  was  naturally  their  enemy;  this  I  know  to  be  the  fact.  They 
were  told  that  having  been  the  property  of  the  white  peojde  of  the  South,  and  haying 
been  freed  out  of  their  hands  throneh  the  x>ower  of  the  United  States  GoverBment, 
they  were  natnrally  their  enemies;  that  antagonism  to  the  white  race  ^as  their  only 
salvation,  and  especially  was  it  the  only  security  of  their  political  equality.  Uader 
influences  of  that  character  the  negro  race  at  that  time  became  exceedingly  inaoleut. 
They  banded  together  in  Union  £eagne8;  I  have  seen  them  in  their  marche*  and 

Sarades.  They  were  disposed  to  be  insolent :  they  were  disposed  to  get  into  a  drunken 
isposition — I  use  that  expression  not  in  its  literal  sense — to  assert  their  rights,  think- 
ing  that  such  assertion  was  necessarv  to  their  maintenance.  But  that  all  passed  away 
in  a  short  time,  and  they  now  go  to  the  polls  and  vote  there,  and  get  into  their  politieal 
squabbles  and  frolics  just  as  the  whites  do.  I  can  say  that  the  negro  race  of  Alabama 
are  at  this  moment,  as  a  body,  a  well-behaved  people. 

QueBUan>.  What  were  those  social  rights  which  you  say  these  few  turbulent  negroes 
propose  to  assert,  the  right  to  do  what  f 

Answer,  Really  it  would  be  hard  to  tell;  there  is  as  much  in  the  manner  as  in  the 
fact.  For  example,  I  have  known  instances  where  they  would  rush  right  into  a  chnreb, 
without  any  change  having  taken  place,  where  the  white  people  were  sitting ;  not 
that  they  had  no  place  to  sit  in.  but  simply  to  show  their  equality.  They  would  curse 
the  poor  white  trash,  and  one  thing  and  another.  It  is  a  very  hard  question  to  .answer 
in  detail.  But  I  have  known  such  instances  as  this :  A  negro  woman  would  go  into 
the  body  of  a  white  church,  take  a  seat  in  a  pew  that  did  not  belong  to  her,  and  she 
was  allowed  to  sit  there  and  not  be  turned  out.  They  would  curse  the  white  children ; 
they  would  assume  rights  about  the  house  they  had  not  been  accustomed  to.  Bat,  as. 
I  have  said,  that  has  all  passed  away,  and  to-day  the  feelings  between  the  racee  I 
think  are  very  good. 

Question,  When  you  spoke  of  northern  men,  some  of  them  being  disturbers  of  the  pub- 
lic peace,  what  did  you  mean  by  that  f 
*    Answer,  My  last  answer  would  indicate  somewhat  what  I  meant. 

Q%iesUon,  That  is  the  reason  I  asked  yon  the  question  in  this  connection. 

Answer,  Prior  to  the  war,  it  is  my  recollection  that  the  Methodist  Church  had  estab- 
lished a  system  of  colored  churches  in  the  Sonth,  and  had  licensed  colored  preacl^rs, 
although  slaves.  Missionaries  from  the  northern  church,  professedly  so,  came  to  the 
South,  and  used  their  influence  and  persuasion  to  divide  the  southern  colored  church. 

By  Mr.  Van  Tkump: 

Question,  Came  since  the  war  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  under  leconstraction. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  You  mean  during  the  time  of  reconstruction  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  came  there  and  endeavored  to  induce  the  colored  people  to 
separate  from  the  southern  conference,  and  to  unite  with  the  Methodist  Church  North. 
As  I  stated  on  yesterday,  I  believe,  there  was  a  very  signal  instance  of  that  in  my  own 
town.  There  are  to-day  two  churches  there,  one  belonging  to  the  Methodist  Churoh  ^ 
North  and  the  other  to  the  Methodist  Church  Sonth.  Ana  the  feud  is  still  existing 
among  them ;  not  a  violent  feud  leading  to  any  violation  of  the  peace,  or  any  personal 
conflicts,  but  still  a  feud.  As  I  understand,  and  as  it  was  generally  understood,  these 
missionaries,  in  order  to  seduce  them  fiom  their  allegiance  to  the  southern  church, 
inspired  them  with  a  hate  towan^  the  people  of  the  South,  or  endeavored  to  do  so, 
alleging,  as  I  have  already  said,  that  the  people  of  the  South  were  their  natural  ene- 
mies. They  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  whenever  the  time  should  arrive  that  the  dem- 
ocratic party  would  come  into  power  they  would  put  them  back  into  slavery.  They 
told  them  that  they  had  better  unite  themselves  with  the  northern  church  aa  a  meas- 
ure of  safety,  not  only  for  their  religious,  but  for  their  physical  freedom.  We  consider 
them  disturbcf^  of  the  peace,  as  pei'sons  endeavoring  to  get  up  antagonisms  between 
the  races  which  would  result  in  great  injury  both  to  the  social  and  the  material  inter- 
ests of  the  country.  Whenever  such  a  man  came  among  us  we  endeavored  to  frown 
him  down.  I  never  knew,  however,  of  one  being  physically  maltreated  j  personally 
I  know  of  no  instance  of  that  kind.  In  fact,  they  nave  baa  wonderful  hl>erties,  and 
the  people  bore  with  them,  I  think,  to  a  marvelous  d^ree ;  to  so  A  a  degree  that  I 
have  no  idea  that  a  single  community  in  the  Northern  States  would  for  one  moment 
permit  a  southern  man  to  go  there  and  express  such  opinions  as  they  expressed  in  our 
midst  and  endeavor  to  get  up  a  hostility  between  two  classes  of  people.  Hence,  if 
there  is  a  dislike  to  carpet-baggers,  it  has  its  origin  in  that. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Whether  political  or  religious  1 
Answer,  Whether  politioal  or  religious. 
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By  Mr.  Pool: 

Qitmlitn.  Yon  have  spoken  of  the  election  laws  of  the  State,  nnder  which  this  uni- 
versal  franchise  is  exercised,  requiring  the  registration  of  all  voters  prior  to  their  de- 
positing their  ballots.    Is  there  any  penalty  against  registering  contrary  to  law  f 

Anmcer,  I  think  there  is  a  very  heavy  penalty ;  there  is  a  n^avy  penalty  for  false 
swearing. 

QmrnHoH.  That  embraoee  the  proposition  that  he  is  qualified  under  the  law  to  regis- 
tert 
Answer.  I  think  so. 

Que&Hon,  There  is  a  heavy  penalty  attached  to  t^at  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  made  a  penitentiary  offense.  He  is  required  before  legisfcerini^, 
and  that  is  ih^  only  c^nalification,  to  subscribe  to  an  oath.  If  he  swears  falsely  he  is 
subject  to  a  criminal  indictment  as  for  a  felony,  I  think. 

QuesHtm.  But  when  he  is  registered,  he  then  has  a  right  to  vote  without  being  chal- 
lenged f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ' 

Question,  No  man  can  challenge  him,  because  the  only  question  at  the  ballot-box  is, 
has  he  registered  t    Have  there  been  any  prosecutions  for  illegal  registering  f 
Ansu}«r.  I  know  of  none. 

QnmHon,  Has  that  proviekm  of  the  law  in  regard  to  registering  and  yoting  been  re- 
pealedf 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qnes^mi.  Has  there  been  a  bill  introduced  into  your  legMatare  to  repeal  it  f 
insnter.  I  cannot  say  whether  there  has  or  not ;  my  impression  is  that  one  was  intro- 
duced into  the  house  of  repreeentatiTee. 
Qnestum.  Was  it  ever  voted  on  f 
Anmoer.  I  do  not  know  what  its  condition  was. 
Question,  Has  your  legislature  adjourned  ? 
Answer.  It  has  a4|onmed. 

QnesH^n,  I  understand,  then,  that  the  distinguishing  feature  of  the  eleetion  law  of 
Alabama  is,  that  a  man  is  punished  ioft  illegal  registenng,  but  having  registered,  he  is 
not  punished  for  ille^l  voting,  and  cannot  be  challenged  t 
Answer.  He  is  punished  for  swearing  falsely  that  ho  is  entitled  to  register. 
Quesrum.  If  every  voter  might  be  challenged,  and  his  right  to  vote  not  be  settled  by 
the  &et  of  his  registration,  but  had  to  be  inquired  into  upon  the  spot,  while  the  elec- 
tioa  was  going  on,  might  it  not  delay  other  voters  who  desired  to  deposit  their  ballots 
while  the  investigation  was  going  on  in  the  case  ? 

Answer.  That  would  dei)end  greatly  upon  the  Bkode  prescribed  by  law  for  contesting 
the  diallenge. 
(^iestissi.  Who  decides  the  challenge,  the  judges  of  election  f 
Answer.  There  is  no  challenge  in  our  Btaite. 
Qmestion.  Who  did  before  the  war? 
Anmoer.  The  Judges  ot  eleetion. 

QmsHon,  Conid  ^y  receive  balieis  while  deciding  upon  a  challenge  and  bearing  the 
eirtdenoef 

Amswer.  I  do  not  remember  how  they  used  to  do ;  I  remember  there  used  to  be  chal- 
lenging before  the  war,  but  I  never  knew  any  serious  ii\Jury  to  resiilt  from  the  power 
of  ^aiVenging  at  the  bkllot-box. 
QmesHcn.  How  long  does  your  election  continue  T 
Answer.  One  day. 

Quettton.  How  long  does  the  registration  continue  ? 
Amswer.  Yon  can  register  at  any  time,  before  the  probate  eourt 
Qnestion.  At  any  timie^ 
Amwer,  That  is  my  reoolleetion  of  the  law. 

QnaMem^  Suppose  that  in  an  ordinary  precinct  in  your  State  one  hundred  men  were 
cbaUoiged  upon  the  same  day,  and  the  old  law  waeiu  open^ion,  by  which  the  iudgea 
of  election  who  received  the  ballots  hiul  to  stop  sknd  inquire  into  those  challenges^ 
would  it  not  break  up  the  election  f 
Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  interfere  very  seriously  with  it. 
QnasHon.  It  wouf^revent  other  men  fram  voting  who  had  a  right  to  votef 
Answer.  I  think  tff  challenge,  of  one  hundred  men  would  be  a  very  serious  impedi- 
ment. 

Qmmtiam.  Tenems  iiavlng  the  physical  fturee  at  a  pceoiaet  might,  by  challenges,  break 
up  an  election  under  cover  of  law  f 
Answer,  That  is  a' possibility. 

Qnestitm,  There  has  been  no  effort  to  rq^eail  that  law  t 
Answer.  In  my  xnesaajge  to  the  legislatare  I  recommendsd  its  repeaJ. 
QnesUon.  But  the  legislature  did  not  follow  yon  r  recommendation  f 
Answer.  They  did  not  pass  any  law  pursuant  to  the  recommendation,  from  the  simple 

14 
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reason,  as  I  andcrstood  at  the  time,  that  the  senate  -which  passed  the  law  w^  the 
senate  to  which  my  recommendation  was  sent. 

Question.  I  understand  yon  to  say,  then,  that  in  Alabama  there  is  a  rery  stnngetit 
law  against  regist-ering  falsely  f 

Answer,  My  recollection  is  that  it  is  made  a  felony. 
^Question.  And  a  penitentiary  offense  t 

AnsH'er.  Felony  linder  our  statute  law  is  confined  to  penitentiary  offenses. 

Question,  So  that  a  man  who  would  illegally  register  and  illegally  vote  in  AlabaiOA 
would  be  liable  to  very  severe  punishment  T 

Jnswer,  If  ho  registered  illegally. 

Question,  Whether  he  voted  or  not  t 
.  Answer.  He  might  vote  without  registration. 

Question.  Would  he  do  it  f 

Answer.  Ho  might. 

"  By  Mr.  STE^'TaJ80K : 

Question.  And  ihere  is  nothing  to  prevent  him  fix>m  doing  eo  t 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Yon  cannot  chaUenge  a  man  who  is  not  registered  t 

Answer.  You  cannot  challenge  at  all.  The  language  of  the  law  is  this :  "  That  then 
shall  be  no  challenging  of  electors  offering  to  vote  at  any  election  hereafter  held  in 
this  State,  and  any  roistered  voter  offering  to  vote  at  any  election  in  this  State  shall 
be  allowed  to  do  so  without  question,  chafienge,  or  objection  by  any  person;  and*  any 
person  who  questions,  challenges,  or  objects,  or  who  unlawfully  hinders  or  delays  a&j. 
person  offering  to  vote  shall  bo  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  ahaU  be 
fined  five  hundred  dollars,  and  on  failure  to  pay  the  same  shall  be  imprisoned  in  the 
county  jail  for  six  months." 

Question.  The  term  **  registered  vot<;r"  is  used  in  a  portion  of  that  sent^ice. 

Anstcer.  Our  nnderstanmng  of  the  law  is,  and  the  practiee  is,  that  no  man  dare  chal- 
lenge another  at  the  polls  under  any  circumstances. 

Q^uestion.  Is  a  man  an  elector  unless  he  is  registered  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  he  is. 

Question.  This  section  provides  against  the  challenge  of  electors. 
.  Answer.  It  says  in  one  place  **  any  person  attempting  to  vote.**  The  praotioe  is,  that 
no  man  is  challenged.  In  my  message  to  the  leopslature,  I  stated  that  a  foreigner  or  a 
minor  could  vote  at  the  polls  without  being  chaUenged.  And,  as  an  evidence  of  what 
that  law  is,  I  will  say  farther  that  a  man  is  not  allowed  to  go  within  a  certain  number 
of  feet  of  the  polls,  unless  when  he  goes  up  to  deposit  his  ballot;  I  think  it  is  wSthia 
thirty  feet  of  the  polls.  The  practice  is,  that  no  man,  whoever  he  may  be,  minor,  for- 
eigner, alien,  or  non-resident,  can  be  challenged  at  the  poUs  in  Alabama,  without  sub- 
jecting the  challenger  to  the  penalty  of  the  law. 

Que8ti4m.  Suppose  you  were  to  challenge  an  unregistered  man,  and  give  as  a  reason 
for  your  challenge  that  hd  was  not  registered— do  you  believe  yon  would  be  liable  to' 
an  indictment  for  misdemeanor  under  this  act  of  the  legislature  T 

Answar.  That  is  a  legal  question. 

Question.  Well,  that  Is  the  question  we  are  now  examining. 

Anstcer.  I  think,  under  the  letter  of  the  statute,  I  clearly  would  be  liable  to  indict 
ment. 

Question,  Whether  the  man  was  an  elector  or  not  T 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  care  who  he  is. 

Question.  Do  yon  suppose  that  that  law  will  be  repealed  f  You  say  that  you  bare 
recommended  in  your  message  that  the  legislature  should  repeal  it. 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  it  will  be  repealed  at  the  next  session  of  the  legislature. 

Question,  Are  the  nine  hundred  men  who  are  said  to  have  voted  npon  Stantbn'a  road 
upon  an  illegal  registration  liable  to  be  indicted,  assuming  that  their  registration  was 
illegal  t 

Anstcer  I  think  they  are. 

Question.  Have  they  been  prosecuted  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Quee^ion.  None  of  them  f  * 

Anstcer.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

QuestUnu  Suppose  they  were  convicted,  would  the  penalty  be  imprisonment  in  the 
penitentiary  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  for  two- vears.  Here  is  the  law :  section  11  of  the  law  in  regard 
to  registration  provides:  "  That  any  person  who  shall  knowingly  and  corruptly  take 
tile  oaih  required  in  section  foor  of  this  act  shall  be  deemed  guilty  ai  a  felony,  and 
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upon  conviction  be  imprisoned  in  tbe  penitentiary  ibr  not  less  than  two  nor  more  tban 
t«n  years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court." 

Question.  Would  Mr.  Stanton  be  held  liable  as  an  accessory  to  that  felony  ? 

Awnoer.  It  is  a  statutory  election  crime ;  I  do  not  know  to  what  extent  the  law  in 
regard  to  accessories  would  apply ;  I  do  not  know  whether  the  law  would  apply  to 
bim  or  not.    The  section  I  have  read  is  confined  to  those  who  take  a  false  oath.    He  ' 
might  be  held  guilty  of  misdemeanor. 

QuesiiOH,  I  think  that  a  man^  who  procures  another  to  commit  a  felony  would  be 
indSctable  under  the  common  law. 

Answer.  If  it  had  been  made  the  crime  of  perjury,  then  I  think  he  would  legally  have 
been  held  an  accessory ;  but  the  simple  fact  that  the  statute  designates  the  crime  and 
prescribee  tbe  punishment  I  think  makes  it  doubtful. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  an  instance  in  whicli  you  defended  some  colored  men  who 
went  in  disguise  and  whipped  one  of  their  own  race.  Did  you  suppose  them  to  be 
members  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  thej?  were  just  simply  in  disguise.  I  do  not  think  there  wa8  any 
Kn-Klux  organization  at  that  time. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  idea  that  the  Dorman  case  was  an  act  perpetrated  by  the 
Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  I'be  report  from  my  recording  secretary  states  that  tbe  parties  in  the  ca«e 
were  not  in  disgiuse. 

Qtbeaiioa.  You  do  not  consider  that  a  Kn-Elux  case  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Waa  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Dorman  in  writing? 

Answer.  By  our  statute  it  was  required  to  be  in  writmg. 

Question^  Did  you  not  say  that  he  stated  in  that  affidavit  that  they  were  in 
disguise  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  what  he  stated  in  the  affidavit.  I  think  I  stated  that  all  I 
knew  was  what  I  obtained  from  my  recording  secretary. 

Question.  It  was  stated  in  the  report  of  your  recording  secretary  that  leading  n^em- 
bers  of  the  bar  and  leading  citizens  came  forward  and  testified  in  regard  to  the  Dor- 
man case. 

Answer,  They  testified  only  as  to  tbe  Christian  character  and  respect4ibility  of  Mr. 
Howe ;  I  understand  that  to  be  the  statement  of  the  recording  secretary. 

Questiait.  1  understand  it  much  more  broadly  ;  but  it  wiU  show  for  itself. 

Answer.  That  is  my  recolleetiou.    I  do  not  know  who  testified  in  the  court ;  I  think'' 
I  was  absent  from  Montgomery  at  the  time  the  trial  took  place. 

(^esiion.  In  the  case  of  IloUowell  it  waa>stated  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  th.at 
Mveml  witnesses  said  that  Mr.  HoUowell  was  not  robbed ;  were  any  persons  identified 
who  were  present  at  the  time  the  outrage  was  committed  upon  HoUowell  f   . 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  of  the  matter  further  than  is  stated  in  the  report  of  the  re- 
cording secretary. 

Qfiesiion.  How  are  yon  able  to  understand  that  men  can  testify  that  HoUowell  was 
not  robbed,  when  they  were  not  there  to  know  f 

Answer.  1  can  give  no  explanation  further  than  by  reference  to  the  report  of  the  sec- 
retary. 

Question.  Yon  stated  that  when  you  sent  that  circular  of  yours  to  the  district  attor- 
ney he  ejcpressed  aome  soiprise  upon  receiving  it.  I  would  like  to  know  the  ground 
of  his  surprise.  •  * 

Answer.  He  was  the  district  attorney ;  his  office  was  within  a  couple  of  squares  of  the' 
capitol.  My  private  secretary,  who  copied  the  circular,  transmitted  it  to  him  through 
tbe  post  ofifice.  In  his  reply  to  me  he  al laded  to  that  fact.  I  do  not  know  of  any  other 
reason  why  he  was  surprised ;  I  cannot  search  all  the  windings  and  sinuosities  of  his 
imagination.  I  will  state  why  I  addressed  the  letter  to  him.  I  regret  verj^  nuich  that. 
I  have  not  a  copy  of  my  letter  here ;  I  thought  I  had.  I  was  desirous  of  bringing  all 
tbe  facts  before  this  committee  that  I  could  obtain;  I  was  desirous  of  getting  at  the 
truth  in  connection  with  any  outrages  that  hiul  been  committed  within  the  knowledge 
of  the  persons  to  whom  I  addressed  that  circular.  I  believed  that  the  district  attoruev,- 
tbe  solicitor  of  Montgomery  County,  and  other  met^  whose  ntuues  I  now  forget,  would 
be  able  to  furnish  me  with  a  statement  of  the  facts  in  regard  to  any  instances  within 
their  knowledge.  And  I  also  said  that  I  would  immediately  send  my  recording  secre- 
tary, who  has  not  much  other  work  to  perform,  to  inveatigate  and  report  in  regard  to 
tbeiactsy  just  as  I  did  in  the  Dorman  case. 

Question.  What  is  the  name  of  that  district  attorney  t 

Answer.  I  think  his  name  is  Judge  John  Minnis. 

Question.  What  is  his  address  If 

Answer.  Montgomery. 

(Question.  Do  you  recollect  whether  he  assigns  as  a  reason  for  his  surprise  that  yoa 
should  have  been  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  such  outrages  in  great  numbeis  in  the 
Statet 
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Ansvttr.  I  do  not  think  be  expressed  any  surprise  of  that  kind.  The  fiiot  is,  I  wat 
surprised  at  bis  expression  of  surprise.  I  neglected  to  bring  the  letter  with  me ;  I  ha^o 
it  put  on  record^  and  I  shall  be  clad  to  famish  it  to  the  committee. 

Question,  You  said  that  the  Harper  case  was  the  result  of  a  private  feud.  Do  y»u 
consider  that  a  Ru-Klnx  crime  t 

Answer  No,  sir ;  it  is  not  so  considered. 

Question.  Did  you  consider  the  McGregor  case  a  Ku-Klnx  eriuie  f 

Answer,  Ko,  sir ;  the  Ku-Klux  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  so  far  as  I  am  informed. 

Question.  You  have  not,  then,  named  any  c^ase  to  us  that  was  properly  a  Ko-Klax 
case? 

Answer.  There  was  one  case  I  was  asked  about  j  that  was  the  hanging  of  the  three 
negroes  in  Tuscumbia ;  they  were  hung  ]>y  disguised  men. 

QuestioH,  For  burning  a  school  building  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  my  information ;  I  did  not  see  them  either  before  or  after 
they  were  hung. 

Que8ti4>n.  That  is  the  only  Ku-Klux  case  you  know  oft 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  others,  but  I  cannot  locate  them  now.  That  ease  oecnrred 
in  my  own  county. 

Question.  You  say  there  is  a  strinj^ent  law  on  the  statute-book  of  Alabama^  now, 
against  this  parading  of  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir ;  very  stringent. 

Question.  Has  that  law  been  repealed  t 

Ansiper.  No,  sir;  it  is  on  the  statute-book  still. 

Question,  lias  there  ever  been  a  conviction  under  it  t 

Answer.  I  mentioned  one  case,  from  some  of  the  lower  eountiea  of  Alabaaaa,  whieh 
was  carried  up  to  the  supreme  court  and  the  decision  reversed. 

Question.  The  decision  was  reversed  because  the  men  were  not  disguised  f 

Answer.  Because  the  men  were  not  disguised. 

Questioti.  In  that  law  there  is  a  provision  for  a  recovery  against  the  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  . 

Question.  Has  any  such  recovery  yet  been  obtained  f 

Answer.  None,  with  this  exception.  I  know  of  one  or  two  cases  prosecuted  by  the 
solicitor  of  Lauderdale  County ;  he  is  prosecuting  them  with  a  very  great  deal  of 
energy ;  a  confederate  soldier,  and  a  hot-headed  democrat  at  that ;  he  says  he  will  re- 
cover ;  I  heard  him  say  so  myself. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  talk  with  N.  B.  Forrest  upon  the  subject  of  these  Ku-Klnx 
outrages? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  I  ever  had  a  conversation  with  General  Forrest  with 
regard  to  Ku-Kluxism.  He  was  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  up  to  within  the 
last  eighteen  months,  when  he  removed  to  Alabama  to  sup^ntend  the  building  of  his 
road.  I  have  spoken  frequently  to  General  Forrest  upon  the  subject  of  lawlesaiMSft, 
and  he  has  universally  condemned  it.  ^ 

QuestUm,  Have  there  been  any  cases  of  the  kind  upon  the  line  of  his  road  ? 

Answer.  None  unless  the  difficulties  in  Greene  County ;  that  is  upon  the  line  of  his 
road. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  of  work  on  his  road  being  disturbed  by  bands  of  diagniBed 
men  attacking  his  woskmen  t 

Answer.  I  tnink  not ;  I  do  not  think  they  would  venture  upon  that  sort  of  field. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear,  before  the  war,  of  crimes  committed  in  Alabama,  «t  night, 
by  disguised  men,  such  as  are  now  alleged  to  have  been  c(mimitted  by  Ku-Klux  organ- 
isations f  ^ 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  I  remember  any. 

Question.  Y'on  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  before  the  war  of  men  goii^  in  dis- 
guise to  people's  houses,  and  takim;^  them  out  and  maltreating  themt 

Answer.  1  nave  no  recollection  ofit. 

Question.  It  is  something  that  has  sprung  up  since  the  reconstruction  acts  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  when  it  sprung  up ;  I  cannot  fix  the  time  when  I  first  heard 
of  it.    It  has  been  since  the  war. 
Question,  Then  it  is  not  an  old  mode  of  proceeding  with  Alabamians  t 
Answer.  I  think  not ;  I  am  positive  not. 

QnmUon.  Do  you  know  anything  of  a  district  attorney  who  was  murdeted,  Mr. 
Boydt 
AnsHter.  A  county  solicitor ;  I  know  nothing  about  him. 
Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  he  was  a  man  of  good  or  bad  character  t 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  his  character. 

Question.  Yon  stated  that  you  did  not  believe  the  disguise  now  used  was  a  part  of 
the  Ku-Klux  organization.    What  did  you  mean  by  that  f 

Answtr.  I  meant  simply  this:  As  I  underatand  the  chaise  with  regard  to  Ku-'Klaxitoi 
\t  is  that  it  is  a  regularly  oi^ganized  body  of  men,  operating  over  a  Surge  extent  of  btm 
tory,  under  rules  and  leaders  and  officers;  that  has  b^n  alleged  generally  as  t<he  charaolor 
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of  the  organization;  and  that  their  acts  were  pnrsaant  to  orders  from  headquarters,  or 
head-centers,  or  cyclops,  wbat^rer  tliey  called  them :  that  I  understand  to  be  alleged 
as  the  character  of  the  organization.  I  stated  that  these  dis^ised  bands,  or  bodies,  oi 
nmnbers  oi  men,  who  have  committed  outrages  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  have 
Dot  been  actuated  at  all  by  any  rules  of  any  orffanization,  but  that  they  were  got  up 
for  a  speoial  and  immediate  purpose ;  for  personal  revenge,  or  the  commlssiou  of  crime  ; 
I  might  say  extemporized  for  that  purpose,  in  order  that  they  might  be  more  secure 
from  the  penalties  of  the  law.  I  stated  that  they  adopted  that  means  because  there 
was  no  other  means  at  their  disposal  for  the  commission  of  crime  s*  safe  as  that  of  a 
disguise ;  they  adopted  the  disguise  simply  to  evade  the  law  officers. 

Question.  You.  mean,  then,  that  the  Ru-Klux  organization  did  adopt  a  disguise? 

Anmcer.  It  is  charged  that  they  adopted  a  disguise ;  I  know  nothing  about  it  further 
than  that.  As  i  said  before,  I  never  saw  but  four  or  five  men  in  disguise  in  my  life ; 
they  passed  along  the  streets  of  my  town ;  I  did  not  know  where  they  came  from,  nor 
do  I  know  where  they  went ;  but  there  was  no  crime  committed  at  that  time. 

QueHion.  Then  do  I  understand  you  as  expressing  the  belief  that  the  introduction  of 
this  disg;aiee  as  a  cloak  f<^  crime  is  attributable  to  the  Ku-Klux  organization ;  that  it 
did  not  exist  before  f 

Answer,  I  should  say  it  was  an  offlspring  of  the  original  adoption  of  the  disguise. 

QuesUon,  I  understand  you  to  say  they  were  the  first  who  did  adopt  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  it  is  now  sbdopted  by  very  bad  men  who  have  at  stake  neither 
the  interest  of  communities  nor  of  individuals,  nor  of  themselves.  There  is  today  not 
a  man  in  Alabama  who  does  not  rejoice  when  one  of  them  is  shot,  not  a  resp(*etable 
citizen.  I  know  that  from  occurrences  said  to  have  taken  place  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
lij^i.  One  or  two  of  them  were  shot  who  went  over  there  in  disguise  and  committed 
cnmes,  and  the  general  expression  was, ''  We  are  glad  of  it ;  if  one  or  two  more  were 
ehot  it  might  pot  a  stop  to  if 

(^uesHan,  Do  you  know  anything  of  a  party  of  men  having  gone  from  Alabama  over 
to  Meridian,  Mississippi,  to  take  part  in  the  riot  there  t 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  Investigation  of  that  matter  f 

Answer.  None ;  further  than  what  I  understood  Governor  Alcorn  instituted 

Question.  I  mean  in  your  State. 

Answer.  Meridian  is  twenty  miles  irom  our  State. 

Question.  Are  you  aware  that  it  is  charged  that  a  deputy  sheriff  fh)m  Alabama  went 
ever  there  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  that  before. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  the  colored  people  and  whi^  people  of  Greene  County  as 
being  om  terms  of  kindly  feeling  f 

Answer.  I  really  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  matter  inquired  of.  I  have  heard 
that  the  feeling  existing  there  between  the  races  was  very  good  now,  much  better  than 
it  had  been. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  the  assassination  of  Mr.  Boyd,  the  county  solicitor? 

Answen  I  have  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Have  you  investigated  that  case  ? 

Ansseer.  No,  sir;  it  occurred  before  I  came  into  the  office  of  governor. 

Question.  Did  all  those  cases  which  you  have  ordered  your  recording  secretary  to  in- 
vestigate occnr  since  you  eame  into  office  ? 

Answer.  Yee.  sir,  and  my  attention  was  drawn  to  them.  Whenever  I  received  any 
netifleatiea  of  an  ooeofvenee  of  the  kind  alleged,  I  have  invariably  sought  to  iuvesti- 
gate  it  where  it  was  practicable.  There  are  one  or  two  instances  that  1  have  oulv  in- 
directly received  information  of  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  investigate;.  I  allude  to 
that  mentioned  by  Jndge  MSnnis  in  his  communication.  I  was  sick  iu  bed  for  two 
weeks  under  medical  treatment  before  I  left  for  Washington ;  but  I  shall  investigate 
that  case  when  I  return.  And  in  this  connection  I  may  say,  that  the  administration 
of  the  criminal  laws  of  Alabama  is  intrusted  entirely  to  the  judiciary,  from  the  court 
of  inquiry  up  to  J;he  supreme  court.  The  power  of  the  executive  to  enforce  the  laws 
is  only  where  there  is  a  combination  to  resist  the  government  and  the  laws.  The  mere 
bringiDg  of  criminals  to  justice  is  entirely  beyond  the  duties  of  the  executive ;  it  is 
intrusted  to  the  sheriff  and  the  constables  of  the  county,  and  to  the  coifV'ts.  Still,  as 
agencn^  sapervisor  of  the  entire  affairs  of  the  State,  I  feci  it  to  be  my  dutj-  ou  every 
occasion  to  ferret  out  crime  where  there  is  any  dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  tfie 
officers.  1  have  addressed  a  very  peremptory  letter  to  some  of  the  solicitors.  I  have 
recommended  in  my  message  to  the  legislature  a  return  to  the  ohl  system  of  circuit 
attorneys,  with  a  view  of  iSing  able  to  command  the  services  of  men  not  only  of  respect- 
able talent,  but  of  weight  and  standing  in  the  community ;  so  that  by  the  influence  of 
their  talents  and  their  social  respectability  they  would  overawe  the  dcsi>eradoes  and 
lawleeemen  of  the  cotintry. .  The  legislature,  however,  did  not  a<lopt  that  recommend- 
atien,  simply  becamse  there  was  an  antagonism  between  the  senate,  which  held  over 
and  tbe  heose  of  Kpresentatives,  upon  those  matters  pertaining  to  legislation  which 
had  occurred  in  a  former  legislature  when  that  senate  was  a  part  of  it. 
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'      ByMr.  Cobubn: 

Question.  Do  jon  know  how  many  of  these  young  ftnd  inferior  attorneys  there  are  in 
your  Stat«  f 

Answer,  One  in  every  county. 

Question,  They  are  all  yonng  and  inferior  f 

Answer,  There  are  exceptions ;  hut  as  a  rale  they  are  yonng  men ;  liie  fees  of  the 
office  would  not  pay  their  noard. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  them  f 

Answer,  I  am  acquainted  with  a  great  many  of  them.  The  one  in  Franklin  County 
I  do  not  suppose  knew  the  first  principle  of  law;  howerer,  I  helieve  he  has  resigned. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Would  you  not  consider  it  your  doty  as  ffovemor,  where  the  local  autiiori- 
ties  were  remiss,  or  supposed  to  he  in  complicity  with  lawlessness,  to  send  some  judge 
or  other  officer  there  to  make  an  investigation  f 

Answer,  The  law  divides  our  State  into  circuits,  and  assies  a  judge  to  each*  circuit ; 
that  judge  is  only  cognizant  of  the  criminal  cases  within  his  circuit ;  his  jurisdiction  is 
limited  to  his  circuit. 

Question,  Cannot  a  district  judge  in  Alahama  issue  a  warrant  against  a  criminid,  to 
'  run  in  any  county  of  the  State  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  any  judge  can  issue  a  warrant. 

Question,  To  run  in  any  county  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  sappose  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court  oonld  also  do  so. 

Question,  A  local  magistrate  could  not  do  it  t 

Anstver,  1  helieve  his  jurisdiction  is  coi^ned  to  his  own  county.  As  soon  as  an  affi- 
davit is  made  of  the  commission  of  a  crime  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  magistrate  he 
can  issue  his  warrant,  and  that  warrant  can  go  to  any  part  of  the  State. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  And  the  party  can  be  arrested  anywhere  on  that  warrant  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr,  Pool  : 

Question,  Upon  the  warrant  of  a  magistrate  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  if  the  offense  has  Been  committed  within  his  jurisdiction ;  that  is 
my  recollection  of  the  law ;  the  warrant  is  addressed  to  any  sheriff  in  the  State. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  You  were  asked  hy  Senator  Pool  if  the  disqualifications  imposed  hy  the 
constitution  of  the  State  of  Alabama  upon  white  men  in  Alabama  were  not  linitod  to 
those  imposed  by  the  fourteenth  article  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  I  will  ask  you  whether  or  not  those  men  were  prevented  by  the  con- 
stitution of  Alabama  not  only  from  holding  an  office^  but  also  from  voting ;  I  mean  thoea 
men  who  were  disqualified  from  holding  office  alone  by  the  fourteenth  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  f  Does  not  your  constitution  disqualify  them 
from  voting,  as  well  as  from  holding  office,  and  thereby  does  it  not  go  further  than  tba 
fourteenth  amendment  f  I 

Answer,  1  understood  Senator  Pool's  question  to  be  whether  the  disqualifying  clauses 
of  the  constitution  of  Alabama  were  similar  to  those  contained  in  the  amendmeot  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  reoonstruotion  measuresy  and  my  aosvor 
was  that  I  thought  so. 

Question,  Now  I  ask  you  whether  or  not  the  disqualifications  in  your  constitution  do 
not  go  beyond  the  disqualifications  imposed  by  the  fourteenth  article  of  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  go  beyond  the  fourteenth  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

Question.  By  disfranchising  men  from  voting,  as  well  as  by  preventing  them  fiova 
holding  office  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  that  was  the  fact  under  the  reoonstruotion  measures. 

Question,  Let  me  read  from  the  constitution  of  Alabama  the  qualification  of  panons  for 
voting  and  holding  office :  "  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  general  assembly  to  provide,  fiom 
time  to  time,  for  the  registration  of  all  electors ;  bnt  the  following  class  of  persons  shtll 
not  be  permitted  t-o  register,  vote,  or  hold  offioe :  1st.  Those  who,  during  the  late  rebelMon, 
inflicted,  or  caused  to  be  inflicted,  any  cruel  or  unusual  punishment  noon  any  soldier, 
sailor,  marine,  employ^  or  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  who  in  any  other  way  vicAa^ 
the  rules  of  civilized  warfare.  2d.  Those  who  may  be  disq^ualified  from  holding  cftBca by 
the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the.  United  States  known  as '  Article 
XIV,  and  those  who  have  been  disqualifled  from  registering  to  vote  for  delegate*  *** 
the  convention  to  frame  a  constitution  for  the  State  of  Alabama,  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress *  to  provide  for  the  moro  efficient  government  of  the  rebel  States,'  passed  by  C^ 
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nesB  March  2, 1BG7,  and  the  act  snppleinentaiy  thereto,  except  such  persoDS  as  aided  in 
the  reeonstniction  proposed  hy  Cong««88,  and  accept  the  political  equality  of  all  meD 
before  the  law :  Provided,  That  the  general  assembly  shall  have  power  to  remove  the 
disabilities  incurred  under  this  clause/'  6lc, 

Ansher,  Let  me  read  also,  a  portion  of  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  constitution  of  Ala- 
bama. It  is  as  follows:  *^  That  I  will  never  cooutenanoe  or  aid  iu  the  secession  of  this 
State  from  the  United  States ;  that  I  accept  the  civil  and  political  e^juality  of  all  men, 
and  agree  not  to  attempt  to  deprive  any  person  or  persons,  on  account  of  race,  color^ 
or  previous  condition,  of  any  political  or  civil  right,  privilege  or  immunity  enjoyed  by 
any  other  class  of  men ;  and  furthermore  that  I  will  not  in  any  way  injure,  or  counte- 
nance in  others  any  attempt  to  injure,  any  person  or  persons  on  account  of  past  or 
present  support  of  the  Govemmout  of  the  United  States,  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
or  tlie  principle  of  the  political  and  civil  equality  of  all  men,  or  for  affiliation  with  any 
political  party." 

Question.  What  I  want  to  get  at  is  this :  Did  not  the  i>eople  of  Alabama  seriously  ob- 
ject to  and  protest  against  having  a  constitution  that  they  had  rejected  forced  upon 
them  by  Congress  in  spite  of  that  rejection  ?  That  constitution  went  even  beyond  the 
proposed  fourteenth  amendment,  and  ma<le  those  who  took  that  oath  agree  forever  af- 
terward not  to  attempt  to  doj^rive  any  person  or  persons,  ou  account  of  their  race, 
color,  or  previous  condition,  ol  any  political  or  civil  right,  privilege,  or  immunity  en- 
joyed by  any  other  class  of  men.  Was  not  that  a  serious  5bj[ection  they  made  to  it,  at 
a  time  when  political  rights  had  hot  been  conferred  upon  colore<l  men  * 

Answer,  That  article  and  section  embraced  the  chief  and  almost  the  only  ground  of 
objection  to  the  constitution  as  proposed  by  the  convention-that  framed  it ;  the  people 
ef  Alabama  were  very  bitterly  oppoee<l  to  it  on  that  account. 

.  Umatiou.  I  wiU  ask  you  whether  or  not  that  Tery  clause  that  bound  them  to  agree 
never  afterward  to  attempt  to  deprive  any  person  on  account  of  his  race,  color,  or  pix5- 
vious  condition,  of  any  political  right  enjoyed  by  any  other  class  of  men,  was  not 

Xr^(kd  as  especially  obnoxious,  as  binding  them  to  do  things  in  the  fiitnre  that  no 
r  State  was  bound  to  do? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  dwelt  especially  upon  that  or  any  other  clause  of 
that  article.  But  I  may  say  that  as  a  whole  I  knew  of  no  white  man  of  intelligence  in 
the  State  of  Alabama  that  did  not  object  to  that  clause  of  the  constitution  in  aU  its 
features,  and  that  upon  that  clause  in  all  its  features  they  made  the  contest. 

QuesHon.  Did  or  not  the  State  of  Alabama  immediately  after  the  war,  when  the  thir- 
teenth amendment  was  submitted  to  hefr,  repeal  her  ordinance  of  secession,  and  also 
vote  for  the  ratification  of  the  thirteenth  amendment  f    • 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

(QuesHon,  And  was  not  the  State  of  Alabama  counted  as  one  of  the  States  voting  for 
tiie  thirteenth  amendment  when  its  ratification  was  proclaimed  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  was  on  the  committee  of  federal  relations  that  reported  that 
amendment. 

QnesHoti.  That  was  before  any  negro  vote  f 

Answer,  Yee,  sir. 

Question,  Has  not  your  lecislature  so  changed  the  laws  as  to  allow  those  under  politi- 
cal disabilities  now  to  vote  in  Alabama? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  all  men  are  now  allowed  to  vote. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Qnestkm,  The  I^datuie  put  that  matter  right  about  voting  f 
Answer.  They  did. 

By  Mr.  Beck:  * 

Question.  You  were  asked  as  to  the  comparative  knowledge  of  yourself  and  Gk>vemor 
Parsons  in  regard  to  the  state  of  feeling  in  Alabama;  I  will  ask  you  whether  or  not 
Governor  Parsons — Lewis  £.  Parsons,  I  mean— would  not  himself  be  more  likely  to  have 
the  oold-shoulder  turned  towards  him  than  any  other  political  man  in  Alabama  to-day 
in  consequence  of  his  past  course?  or  I  will  put  it  in  this  form:  is  he  not  specially 
odious  to  the  people  of  Alabama  7  you  can  answer  the  question  in  that  form. 

Answer.  I  can  answer  it  in  any  form. 

Question,  Well,  answer  the  question. 

Answer.  I  think  that  Lewis  E.  Parsons  is  the  most  unpopular  man  to-day  in  the  State 
of  Alabama. 

Question.  Begardless  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  t 
^  Answer,  I  do  not  confine  his  unpopularity  to  the  democralic  party  or  to  the  repub- 
lican party,  but  I  take  the  State  at  large.    Perhaps  I  may  be  pennitted  to  give  a  reason, 
J»  XhiA  is  to  go  on  record. 

Question,  Before  you  give  your  reason  I  will  ask  you  whether  or  not  Lewis  £.  Parsons, 
waa  not  one  of  the  most  bitter ^ud  denunciatory  m^n  in  the  State  againat  the  repnb- 
licaa  par^  and  all  its  measures  until  Andrew  Johnson  went  out  of  power  and  General 
Qnmt  was  inaugurated  t 
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Aniwer*  The  demooratie  party  to-dny  ooaeider  that  Lewie  E.  Parsons  irafl  one  oC  the 
chief  ageuts  in  leadiog  them  into  difficulties  by  hist^ODseliug  nou^aetion  and  the  with* 
holding  of  candidates  in  the  contest  when  the  constitution  was  voted  upon ;  that  he 
was  a  zealot  in  his  opposition,  and  par  excellence  a  leader  of  the  democratic  party  in 
opposition  to  the  reconstruction  measures ;  that  he  was  one  of  the  strongest  adrocates 
of  the  democratic  ticket  in  the  presidential  contest ;  that  he  counseled  by  tele;^tiph 
from  Washington  the  rejection  of  the  fourteenth  constitutional  amendment,  as  I  under- 
stand ;  and  did  many  other  things  that  the  democratic  party  at  that  time,  as  I  con- 
ceived, unfortunately  accepted.  When  he  had  got  them  into  that  condition  he  suddenly 
turned  around  and  became  one  of  their  most  hitter  adversanes. 

QueatioiL  Was  he  not  the  chairman  of  the  Alabama  delegation  in  the  New  York  demo- 
cratic convention  in  1868 1 

Amncer,  He  was ;  I  was  not  present,  but  that  is  my  understanding. 

Question,  Was  he  not  as  denunciatory  of  the  acts  of  the  republican  party  up  to  the 
time  of  Grenoral  Grant's  election  as  any  man  yon  heard  of  In  the  State  of  Alabama  f 

Answer.  He  was ;  I  heard  him  make  a  speech  in  Mobile  to  that  effect. 

QueaUan,  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  he  remained  here  in  Washington  during  the 
time  of  the  attempted  enforcement  by  Congress  of  the  eonstitution  of  Alabama  upon 
the  people,  as  one  who  was  urging  and  leading  the  of^tosition  to  it  in  every  form  he 
could  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  remember  anything  with  regard  to  his  movements  at  that  time. 

Question.  Is  it  not  generally  believed  by  the  people  of  Alabama  (I  do  not  ask  yon  for 
your  own  opinion)  that  his  oonversion  to  republicanism,  after  General  Grant  came  into 
power,  was  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  put  money  into  his  own  pocket  f  I  do 
not  want  your  own  opinion,  but  what  is  the  belief  of  the  people  of  Alabama  f 

Answer.  The  belief  of  the  people  of  Alabama  is  that  he  was  actuated  by  interested 
and  selfish  motives. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  :  •        • 

Question.  Can  you  give  ns  a  few  points  of  his  Mobile  speech  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  the  points  of  his  speech ;  the  general  point  was  denuncia- 
tion of  the  action  of  the  republican  party  toward  the  South. 

QuesUou.  What  was  the  date  of  that  speech  ?. 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  it  was  in  February,  1868,  but  I  will  not  speidc  with 
poeitiveness  about  that ;  it  was  in  February  or  the  be^nning  of  March,  1868.  I  am 
guided  by  another  recollection  which  satisfies  me  that  it  was  prior  to  the  presidential 
election,  from  the  simple  fact  that  I  dined  with  Mr.  Forsythe,  himself,  and  others.  I 
said  something  laudatory  of  Andrew  Johnson,  and  I  remember  he  got  up  with  a  great 
dea}  of  enthusiasm,  caught  me  by  the  hand,  and  thanked  me  for  the  expression  of  my 
sentiments ;  and  I  do  not  think  he  would  have  done  that  when  Johnson  was  out  ai 
power. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  trial  which  was  brought  for  the  recovery  of  the 
hooks  and  papers  of  the  executive  office  in  Montgomery  f 

Answer.  1  was. 

Qmatwn,  Governor  Parsons  says  here  that  he  was  not  present,  but  he  nnderstood 
from  Grovernor  Smith  that  during  that  trial  from  day  to  day,  immeiliately  in  the  rsar 
of  Smith's  seat,  was  densely  packed  a  body  of  men,  strangers  in  the  community,  and  who 
had  arms  on  their  persons. 

Ansuter.  There  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  that. 

Question.  If  I  understood  your  examination  yesterday,  yon  said  that  at  that  time 
there  were  certain  meetings  in  Montgomery  that  brought  an  unusual  crowd  of  stran- 
gers theift. 

Answer.  A  meeting  of  the  grand  lodge  and  the  Methodist  conference. 

Question.  Was  the  legislature  in  session  also  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

i^uestion.  Ordinarily  therb  would  have  been  a  large  collection  of  strangers  t 

Ansuter.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  there  was  an  armed  man ;  none  in  the  court-house. 
There  was  very  little  excitement ;  the  court-house  was  not  crowded.  I  know  of  no 
arms  being  seen  or  used,  or  threatened  te  be  used,  during  that  cont<^;3t,  with  one  excep- 
tion, and  that  was  by  an  ally  of  Governor  Smith,  who  walked  with  his  pistol  under  hlslittle 
cloak  behind  General  Clan  ton.  General  Clan  ton  suspected  him  because  of  his  former 
reputation,  and  went  up  to  him  in  the  secretary  of  state's  office,  took  hold  of  his  cloak, 
threw  it  off,  and  took  his  pistol  from  under  his  arm,  and  then  curse<l  him ;  ho  then 
handed  his  loaded  pistol  back  to  him,  telling  him  that  he  was  too  cowardly  to  shoot 
anybody.  That  was  the  only  thing  of  the  kind  that  occurred  during  the  wholo  excite- 
ment, as  they  called  it,  in  Montgomery.  • 

By  Mr.  Cobukn  :  • 

Question.  Are  you  on  good  terms  with  Governor  Parsons  ! 

Answer.  1  have  not  seen  Governor  Parsons  to  speak  to  him  since  this  aflDur. 
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Questian.  Was  be  the  priAoipal  oooneejl  ia  that  lawsuit  to  prevent  70a  firom  taking 
the  office  of  govemor  f 

Answrr,  No,  sir. 

QucstwiL  Was  he  not  one  of  the  connsel? 

2n8wer.  He  was  one  of  the  ooonsel ;  but  he  was  off  at  Washington  trying  to  get  an 
injunction.  « 

Question.  At  Washington  f 

dnsicer.  It  was  reported  he  was  at  Washington ;  he  may  have  been  in  Savannah. 

Qmstiofi.  Ton  have  had  no  i>er8onal  altercation  witb  himt 

Answer,  Not  in  my  life. 

Questiou,  Are  you  on  good  terms  with  him  ? 

Answer,  No  mere  than  to-day. 

QtiestioTu  Havl  you  been  on  terms  of  friendship  with  himff 

Answer,  Never  met  him  to  speak  to  him  since  the  contest. 

Quesiiotu  How  near  to  him  do  you  live  f 

Answer,  Montgomery  is  one  handred  and  twenty  miles  from  my  hooae. 

Question^  Have  you  ever  met  himf 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  met  him.  But  to  settle  the  matter  I  will  say  that  I 
would  not  speak  to  him  if  I  did  meet  him. 

Question,  Have  you  any  feeling  against  him  f 

Answer.  Not  a  bit. 

Questum,  Why  not  speak  to  him  f 

Answer.  Because  I  do  not  think  he  is  worthy  of  being  spoken  to. 

Question.  Somethiuff  has  been  said  about  the  repeal  of  the  law  disqualifying  certaia 
persons  from  voting  f 

Answer.  If  you  wul  allow  me— I  regret  to  speak  of  these  Uungs,'  bat  the  question  has 
been  put  to  me — if  you  will  allow  me  to  explain. my  reasons. 

Question,  If  you  desire,  certainly. 

Answer,  I  desire  to  say  that  Lewis  £.  Parsons  was  the  chief  counsel  in  all  this  oppo- 
Bition  on  the  part  of  Governor  Smith  to  my  admission  to  office.  I  believe  if  it  had  not 
been  for  him  William  IL  Smith  would  not  have  Ivesitated  for  one  moment  to  acknow- 
ledge my  election.  Therefore,  as  a  public  man,  and  representing  78,000  votes,  I  do  not 
consider  that  I  ought  to  speak  to  Lewis  £.  ParsonSi  or  reoognize  him  as  being  worthy 
of  being  epoken  to. 

QuesUoH.  You  testified  as  to  the  repeal  of  certain  provisions,  disqualifying  persons 
Som  voting  T 

Answer.  The  legislature  repealed  that  disquali^catioo. 

Question,  What  was  that  legislature  f 

Answer,  It  was  a  republican  legislature ;  the  same  that  was  elected  when  the  con- 
stitution was  adopted. 

Question,  How  loifg  ago  was  that  repeal  f 

Answer,  1  think  it  was  in  1869;  I. do  not  remember  the  date.  At  all  events,  it  was 
before  the  last  election,  and  we  were  very  glad  of  it,  and  thanked  the  legislatare  for 
doing  it. 

Question.  Yon  say  that  the  people  of  the  South,  of  Alabama,  are  a  very  ffenerooa, 
impulsive,  and  forgiving  i>eople.  Do  you  think  they  have  ever  forgiven  t&e  Union 
people  of  this  country  for  defeating  them  in  the  rebellion  ? 

Answer,  Entirely. 

Question,  They  nave  got  over  all  that  ? 

Answer.  Pretty  well. 

Question.  You  say  they  are  a  very  grateful  people.  Do  you  consider  they  have  been 
TeiT  grateful  because  they  were  not  punished  when  the  war  was  over  f 

Answer.  That  is  a  very  Aristidean  qnestion. 

Question,  I  want  to  know  what  they  are  grateful  for,  whetiier  it  is  for  that  or  for 
tbdr  having  got  exactly  all  they  wanted. 

Answer,  I  spoke  of  them  in  that  connection  — — 

By  Mt.  Van  Trump  : 

QuestUm,  You  spoke  of  that  as  their  general  characteristic  f 

Answer,  I  said  they  would  bo  grateSil  to  you  for  a  kindly  act.  What  I  meant  was 
this,  that  whenever  the  Government  of  the  United  States  removed  the  disabilities  of 
the  people  of  Alabama,  they  would  feel  a  gratitude  that  would  bind  them  still  stronger 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  If  you  will  remember,  that  was  the  connec- 
tion in  which  I  used  the  phrase. 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 

QnestUm,  80  much  was  said  that  I  do  not  recollect  all  of  it.  My  recollection  is,  that 
you  testified  that  they  were  grateful  for  what  had  been  done,  or  what  would  be  done. 
1  wanted  to  know  what  they  were  grateful  for  so  far ;  whether  they  were  grateful  for 
anything  so  far  in  connection  with  their  treatment  by  the  Government. 
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Anwoffr.  I  will  illnstrate :  When  Andrew  Johnson  iamied  his  last  proolamation  of. 
amnesty,  we  were  grateful  and  welcomed  it.  If  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales 
would  to-morrow  pass  a  law  removing  all  disabilities,  and  plaee  all  the  citizens  of  the 
South  upon  an  equal  footing  with  all  the  citizens  of  other  sections  of  the  Union,  they 
would  be  exceedinjfly  grateful.  And  I  now  repeat,  that  not  only  would  they  be 
grateful,  but  that  gratitude  would  have  |b  tendency  to  bring  us  all  closer  together.  I 
believe  it  would  remove  any  remaining  harriers  to  that  harmony  and  concord  of 
feeling  that  should  hind  together  the  people,  not  of  one  section,  hut  of  all  sectiona  of 
the  United  States. 

Qwe^Hon,  How  many  people  in  Alabama  do  you  suppose  are  disqualified  by  reason  of 
the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  could  approximate  the  number ;  the  numj^r  is  very  large 
in  Alabama,  for  the  edmple  reason  that  the  tenure  of  office  there  was  tnooh  shorter 
than  in  most  of  the  Southern  States. 

By  Mr.  Van  Tbump  : 

Question,  The  tenu^  of  office  before  the  war  ? 

Ansioer,  Tes,  sir.  For  example,  the  governor  is  elected  for  only  two  yean  in  tbat 
State,  while  in  some  of  the  other  States  he  is  elected  for  four  years. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  How  long  is  the  term^of  yonr  justices  of  Hie  peace  t 

Answer,  It  has  vaned ;  I  think  it  is  now  for  one  year.  Our  circuit  Judges  are  elected 
for  six  years,  and  onr  members  of  the  legislature  before  the  war  were  ^ected  for  only 
one  session. 

Question.  How  many  justices  of  the  peace  have  you  in  Alabama  t 

Answer,  1  cannot  approximate ;  I  reckon  there  are  1,500  or  2,000 ;  I  should  Bay  2,000 
was  an  underestimate. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Ton  have  spoken  in  reference  to  the  legislation  of  your  State  conoeming 
railroads,  and  also  in  regard  to  some  alleged  misconduct  of  Governor  Smith  under  that 
legislation.  Has  either  that  legislation  or  the  action  of  the  governor  under  it  ever 
been  made  the  occasion,  or  ever  l^n  made  the  pretext,  for  any  lawless  acts  in  your  State, 
to  your  knowledge  ?  Have  there  been  any  acts  of  violence  or  disorder  growing  out  of 
those  things  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  know  of  no  act  of  violence  arising  out  of  the  bond  questioii. 

Question,  Nor  in  i^alation  to  the  legislation  on  that  subject  f 

Answer,  I  know  of  no  act  of  violence  growing  out  of  legislation  in  regard  to  railroads. 

Question,  So  that  whatever  acts  of  violence  or  disorder  may  havf  been  committed  in 
your  State,  they  are  not  traceable  to  that? 

Anstoer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  in  relation  to  this  Methodist  phase  of  the  snbject ;  yon  are  aware 
that  a  consideraole  number  of  years  ago  that  portion  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  the 
South  went  off  into  a  separate  organization,  and  called  itself  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South  f  t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  that  division  of  the  church  grow  out  of  any  difference  at  all  in  refer- 
ence to  religious  questions ;  was  it  any  theological  difference  t 

Answer,  I  am  not  conversant  with  that  subject. 

Question,  What  was  the  subject  th*at  divided  the  Methodist  Church  into  two  parts  at 
that  time  ? 

Answer,  I  must  confess  m^  ignorance  upon  that  subject.  The  only  diffictilty  thit 
ever  I  knew  connected  with  it  was  through  the  law,  and  that  was  in  regard  to  the  Book 
Concern. 

QuesUon,  Do  von  not  know,  as  a  matter  of  general  history  of  the  time,  that  it  was 
in  reference  to  tne  subject  of  slavery  t 

Answer,  Oh,  yes,  sir ;  I  know  that  that  was  a  cause  of  intention  and  disagreemeiit. 

Question,  And  it  was  upon  that  matter  that  the  church  divided  into  two  organiza- 
tions f  Tou  have  never  .understood,  have  you,  that  there  was  any  difference  between 
the  Methodist  Church  North  and  the  Methodist  Church  South  as  to  their  theology,  or 
religious  doctrines  and  opinions  ? 

Answer,  I  confess  my  ignorance  upon  that  point. 

Question,  Tou  have  never  understood  that  there  was  any  difference  between  them 
except  growing  out  of  slavery  f 

Answer,  1  know,  being  reminded  of  it  now,  that  slavery  was  a  oaose  of  dsAsrenee, 
and  in  all  likelihood  the  caose  of  their  separation* 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 
QuesUon,  Was  it  not  the  fact  that  in  the  general  conference  a  resolution  or  ordiuanoe 
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WW  adopted  by  the  Methodist  northern  members  ostracizing  aBonthem  bishop  for 
owning  slayest 
Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  that. 

By  the  Chaikman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Qu€9Uim.  Since  the  war,  the  Methodist  Chorch  North,  or  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churchy  as  tJiey  eaU  themselves,  have  undertaken  to  set  up  their  organization  in  your 
State? 

Answer,  That  is  my  understanding. 

Question,  And  to  induce  Methodists  in  your  State  to  connect  themselves  with  the 
northern  organization,  or  the  general  organization,  as  they  call  it ;  and  this  Mr.  Lakin, 
of  whom  you  liave  spoken,  and  who  has  been  a  witness  here,  went  down  there  to  super- 
intend the  movement  in  your  State  on  the  part  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  f 

Answer,  He  came  there,  as  I  understand  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  Northern 
Methodist  Church,  but  whether  to  superintend  it  or  not  I  am  not  able  to  say. 

Question,  Did  you  not  understimd  that  he  was  the  leading  man  in  that  movement  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  anything  about  his  position.  I  Know  he  was  considered  a 
leading  man  in  his  activity  in  furthering  that  object. 

Qnesticni  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  ever  heard,  anything  against  the  character  of 
Mr.  Lakin  as  an  earnest  Christian- man? 

Ans%aer,  Well,  I  have  heard  somany  things  about  him  that  sounded  so  unchristian . 

Question,  What  have  you  ever  heiuxL  about  him  that  was  derogatory  to  his  Christian 
churacter  ?  ^ 

Answer.  So  &r  as  his  peorsontU.  character  is  concerned — ^his  freedom  firom  the  oommis- 
sion  of  crime— I  have  no  reason  to  make  an^  charge. 

Question,  What  have  you  ever  heard  of  ms  saymg  or  doing  in  your  State  that  was 
derogatoiy  to  him  as  a  Christian  minister  ? 

Answer.  In  the  communities  in  which  I  have  been,  and  heard  him  spoken  of^  I  have 
generally  heard  the  expression  that  he  was  a  very  bad  and  dangerous  itkan :  that  he 
was  fomenting  disturbances  between  the  races  in  his  efforts  to  establish  this  Nosthem 
Methodist  Church.  That  is  about  the  extent  and  substance  of  what  I  have  hetad  about 
him. 

Question,  Can  you  give  anything  more  specific  than  that  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  at  all,  further  than  general  hearsay.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the 
man  further  than  a  passing  introduction. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  anything  more  said  in  reference  to  him  and  his  efforts 
than  this :  that  he  was  assiduous  and  earnest  in  endeavoring  to  get  Methodists  in  your 
State  and  Methodist  churches  also,  to  attach  tiiemaelves  to  the  northern  organization  ? 

Answer,  That  is  alleged  to  be  his  chief  object. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  hefu^  anything  about  his  ^orts  there  beyond  thatr? 

Answa\  Not  separated  fix>m  that. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  his  saying  or  doing  anything  in  fhrtheranoe  of  that 
o1]()ect'  that  was  derogatoiy  to  his  Christian  character,  unless  the  object  itself  was 
derogatory? 

Answer.  Well,  Christian  character  is  a  conventional  term.  The  manner  in  which  you 
put  your  question  requires  that  I  should  be  a  little  more  lengthy  in  my  reply. 

Question,  Take  all  the  time  you  want. 

Answer,  We  consider  it  derogatory  to  a  Christian  character,  even  for  the  advanoe- 
ment  of  the  church,  to  raise  antagonism  in  communities;  to  advance  the  church  at  the 
expense  of  social  peace ;  to  advance  Christianity  at  the  expense  of  harmony  between 
the  two  races  that  existed  in  the  South.  We  consider  that  entirely  contrary  to  Chris- 
tian character,  no  matter  what  the  object,  even  the  advancement  of  the  Cross.  We 
consider  Mr.  Lakin  was  an  unchristian  man,  because  he  used  his  zeal  and  all  his  efforts 
to  advance  his  church  by  persuading  the  negroes  of  the  South  that  the  white  men  of 
the  South  were  their  adversaries. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  heard,  of  his  trying  to  foment  any  differences 
between  the  races  ?  Were  his  efforts  any  more  to  get  colored  men  to  attach  themselves 
to  the  Methodist  Church  North  than  to  get  white  men  to  do  so  ? 

Answer,  I  cannot  speak  specially  upon  that  subject. 

Question*  Was  it  not  a  general  effort  to  attach  Methodist  churches  and  Methodist  peo- 
ple of  your  State  to  the  northern  organizati<m  instead  of  to  the  southern  ? 

Answer,  Judging  from  his  success  I  should  conclude  that  Ids  efforts  were  directed 
not  only  prinupally,  but  almost  exclusively,  to  the  colored  race.  I  must  confess  that  I 
luiow  of  no  white  congregation,  nor  of  any  white  person,  in  the  entire  valley  of  the 
Tennessee — and  there  is  a  lar^e  population  there — that  belongs  to  the  Northern  Metho 
dist  Cfaoxoh.  There  may  be  in  Huntsville ;  if  there  is,  I  am  not  aware  of  it.  I  stated 
yesterday  that  I  understood  that  he  had  established  three  chnrchea  in  the  monntaiu 
regions  of  North  Alabama,  somewhere  between  Blount  and  Winston  Counties,  but  that 
those  organizations  had  subsequently  dissolved,  within  the  last  six  months ;  but  that 
is  only  hearaay* 
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Question,  I  think  Mr.'Lakin  stated  here  that  there  were  seventy  oircait  preachers  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty  local  preachers  nnder  him. 

Answer,  Tn  that  State  ? 

Question,  Yes ;  and  that  many  of  the  local  preachers  were  colored  men  f 

Answer,  I  have  no  doubt  of  that;  one  of  the  best  colored  Mends  I  have  in  the  State 
of  Alabama  il  a  local  preacher  of  uie  Northern  Methodist  Church. 

Question,  Have  yon  ever  heard  of  any  Methodist  ministers  who  had  attached  them- 
selves to  this  northern  organization,  or  were  preaching  for  that  organization,  being 
subject  to  any  acts  of  violence,  except  the  Mr.  borman  to  whom  you  referred  f 

Answer.  I  know  of  no  others. 

Question.  If  there  were  any  acts  of  violence  coounitted  upon  any  others  than  this  Dor- 
man,  so  far  as  you  know,  it  was  not  on  account  of  any  bad  character  of  theirs  f 

Answer,  1  know  of  none  having  been  mistreated  at  all ;  there  may  have  been,  bmt  I 
do  not  recollect  them. 

Question,  This  Mr.  Lakin  represented  to  us  that  several  attacks,  or  severed  attempta, 
and  persistent  attempts,  had  been  made  to  take  his  life.  Do  yoa  believe  that,  becaoM 
Of  an  effort  to  establish  this  Methodist  organization  in  the  oouth  in  connection  with 
the  Methodist  Church  North,  the  people  or. Alabama,  to  any  extent,  or  anybody  there, 
would  undertake  to  kill  him  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not.  I  live  in  Mr.  Lakius's  section,  and  I  never  heard,  until  I  read  it 
in  print  here  in  the  papers,  that  siaj  effort  had  ever  been  made  to  take  lus  Ufa 

Question,  Where  is  the  State  University  located  ? 

Answfir,  At  Tuscumbia.  • 

(^uestum,  Mr.  Lakin  was  at  one  time  elected  president  of  that  university  f 

Answer,  I  understand  he  was, 

QuesHon.  Do  you  know  that  he  went  there  to  undertake  the  duties  of  president  of 
that  university  f 

Anstoer,  My  understanding  is  that  instead  of  undertaking  to  assume  t^oso  duties^  he 
refused  to  accept  the  position.    I  cannot  state  positively  about  that. 

Question,  Did  you  never  hear  that  he  went  there  to  undertake  to  assmme  the  duties 
of  that  position,  and  was  driven  away  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  anything  of  the  kind. 

Question,  You  never  saw  an  account  of  anything  of  the  kind  in  the  newspapers  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  never  saw  a  newspaper  with  a  cut  representing  him  hanging  on  atresy 
yfiih  a  rope  around  his  neck  f 

Answer,  I  never  saw  it. 

Question.  You  say  that  a  men  ftom  any  other  State  who  goes  into  Alabama  and  eet- 

'  ties  tiiere  and  behaves  himself,  no  matter  what  his  politics  is,  is  received  with  iavor 

and  well  treated  by  your  people  in  every  part  of  the  State ;  and  that  unless  he  d^ 

something  to  disturb  the  peace,  no  objection  is  made  to  him  on  the  score  of  his  politics. 

Is  that  substantially  the  statement  yon  made? 

Answer.  My  belief,  based  upon  m^  experience  and  knowledge,  is  that  a  miua  may 
come  from  any  portion  of  this  continent  to  settle  in  the  State  of  Alabama  with  t)ie 
utmost  impunity ;  and  that  his  honesty,  his  energy,  his  industry,  will  be  the  meas- 
ure of  his  respect,  and  not  his  politics.  • 

Question,  And  you  believe  that  a  republican  may  make  a  republican  speech  there  in 
entire  saft^f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  hundreds  of  them  of  the  worst  sort,  and  not  a  man 
raised  an  oMection. 

Question,  Let  me  put  a  case.  Suppose  that  a  repnbltcan,  and  especially  a  republican 
fh>m  the  nortli,  before  a  general  congregation  of  people  of  all  colors  and  all  XK>litic8  in 
your  State,  should  go  on  and  argue  to  the  colored  people  that  the  democrats  had  always 
been  in  favor  of  slavery  and  the  republicans  opposed  to  it :  that  the  democrats  were 
opposed  to  the  negroes  voting,  and  the  republicans  had  always  favored  it ;  and  that 
they  owed  their  medom  firom  slavery  and  their  right  to  vote  to  the  efforts  <ff  the  re- 
publicans, and  that,  therefore,  they  ouffht  to  be  the  friends  and  supporters  of  the  re^ 
publican  party,  do  yon  believe  he  could  do  it  with  perfect  safety  and  impcmity  in  any 
portion  of  your  State? 

Answer,  I  have  heard  it  done  with  imrmnity,  and  not  only  that,  but  I  have  heard  a 
speaker,  a  member  of  Confess,  Mr.  Haughey,  say  that  he  was  there  to  address  the 
colored  men,  and  to  ask  their  votes,  and  that  he  did  not  want  the  votes  of  the  whites. 
He  spoke  in  great  deal  harder  terms  than  you  seem  to  signify.  • 

Question,  I  am  merely  putting  a  case. 

Answer.  You  are  putting  words  in  the  mouth  of  some  other  person ;  I  am  aware  of 
that.  But  I  put  it  in  stronger  terms  than  you  presented.  You  would  be  astonished  if 
you  could  listen  to  speeches  I  have  listened  to,  and  yon  would  conclude  as  readily  as  I 
do  that  any  man  can  go  there  and  express  his  opinions  upon  any  political  subject  and 
not  be  interfered  with. 

QuestUm.  Do  you  think  that  has  been  the  case  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  T 
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Answer.  I  have  never  known  it  otherwise.  I  hftve  seen  leas  distarbaoee  at  political 
meetiogs  when  such  speeches  as  yon  are  imagining  were  made  than  I  nsed  to  see  in 
the  old  times  of  whigs  and  democrats.  Nearly  twenty  years  ago  I  was  prevented  from 
speaking  in  Alabama  by  dmnken  men,  simply  because  I  was  a  democrat  and  they  were 
whigs.    I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  chanee  at  all  nnless  it  is  for  the  better. 

QucsHoH.  Did  yon  hear  of  some  riot  or  cQstnrbance  at  a  political  meeting  in  £ntaw 
last  October? 

Answer,  Tes,  sir.    I  did  not  hear  of  anything  else  Ibr  a  lone  time. 

QmwHan,  Did  yon  understand  that,  dnring  a  {Mlitical  meeting  there,  a  ^arge  number 
of  pistoKshots  were  fired  into  a  crowd,  and  a  great  many  persons  iujured? 

An9w^,  O,  yes,  sir.    I  have  heard  of  the  Entaw  riot  in  all  its  phases. 

Questio^u  What  were  the  circumstances  attending  that  riot,  as  you  understood 
them  f 

Answer,  I  was  not  present.  I  have  hedfrd  it  described  again  and  a^ain,  and  of  course 
with  variations.  Do  you  wish  that  I  should  tell  all  that  I  have  heard^or  only  the 
general  result  f 

QneBtion.  State,  from  aU  the  information  you  have  about  it,  what,  in  your  Judgment, 
was  the  cause  of  it. 

Antwet.  I  understand  that  there  were  two  political  meetings  held  there  upon  that  day, 
one  by  the  democratic  party,  and  the  other  by  the  republican  party,  on  opposite  sides 
of  the  conrt-house  perhaps ;  and  that  at  the  republican  meeting  the  difficurty  ensued : 
that  it  arose  at  the  time  that  General  Warner  and  Mr.  Parsons  had  perhaps  addressed 
the  crowd,  and  Charles  Hays,  the  republican  member  of  Congress,  was  about  to  address 
them ;  that  somebody  interfered  with  him,  pullmg  him  or  shoving  him  from  the  table 
on  which  he  was  standing ;  and  that  at  that  time  the  firing  commenced.  There  are 
various  and  conflicting  accounts  as  to  who4)ommenced  the  firing.  A  gentleman  of  tiie 
name  of  Mr.  Pierce  was  present,  and  perhaps  in  conversation  with  Mr.  Parsons  at  the 
time  it  occurred.  Ue  was  shot  somewhere  about  thn  leg,  the  only  white  man  who  was 
shot  there.  The  firing  was  then  continued  by  both  parties,  as  I  understand — so  I  am 
informed — and  a  general  riot  took  place,  and  that  there  were  two  negro  men  wounded. 
Every  one  with  whom  I  have  conversed  have  all  been  certain  of  the  fact  that  in  the 
riot  tiiere  but  two  negro  men  were  wounded ;  that  none  were  killed,  and  none  have 
died.  It  is  generally  believed  that  the  negro  men  were  not  shot  by  white  men  at  all ; 
that  the  white  men  fired  into  the  air.  The  fact  is  geoferally  known  and  believed  in 
that  section,  and  everywhere  throughout  the  State,  that  there  were  but  two  negro  men 
wounded  in  the  riot,  and  that  neither  of  them  died. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

QuMitoa  And  the  supposition  is  that  they  were  shot  by  negroea  f 
Answer,  It  is  believea  oy  parties  that  they  were  shot  by  negroes  who  fired  upon  the 
white  men. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Qfustvm,  Unintentionally? 
•Answer.  Of  course. 

By  the  Cbaikman,  (Bfr.  Poland  :; 

QwesHon,  Was  anybody  else  wounded  besides  those  two  negroes  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  except  that  Mmor  Pierce  received  a  flesh  wound.  I  met  Major  Pierce 
some  six  or  eight  weeks  ago  jn  Montgomery',  and  asked  him  to  ffive  me  an  account  of 
that  difficulty.  I  understood  him  to  say  that  we  went  up  to  Mr.  Parsons  and  requested 
him  to  suggest  to  Mr.  Hays  not  to  speak :  that  they  wished  both  meetings  to  go  off 
without  any  disturbance ;  and  that  Mr.  Hays  had  some  personal  enemies  among  the 
^uuff  men  at  Eutaw,  and  u  disturbance  might  result  from  the  unkindly  personal  feel- 
mg  that  existed  between  the  parties ;  that  at  the  time  he  was  speaking  to  -Mr.  Parson» 
some  one  fired  and  shot  him  through  the  leg.  I  may  be  mistaken,  but,  as  I  understood 
him,  that  was  the  first  shot  fired. 

Question^  Of  what  politics  is  Mr.  Pierce  f 

Answer.  He  is  the  present  mayor  of  Eutaw,  and  a  democrat.  He  is  now  in  the  city  of 
Washington.  I  have  not  conversed  with  him  about  the  riot  at  this  time,  but  that  is 
my  information,  that  there  were  but  two  wounded  there.  Dming  the  canvass  it  wae 
reported  that  some  fiffcy-four  or  five  were  wounded  and  killed  there. 

Question.  Your  information  is  that  only  two  were  wounded  t 

Answer:  That  is  my  information. 

QuesUon.  And  that  is  your  belief? 

Answer.  I  have  only  that  information  upon  which  to  found  a  beliell  Tbece  was  a 
universal  regret  at  the  occurrence.  I  believed,  and  it  waa  generally  believed,  that  it 
had  a  very  detrimental  influence  upon  the  result  of  the  election. 

Question,  In  that  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  in  the  State.  We  believed  the  colored  population  would  hAve  voted 
much  more  largely  for  the  democratic  ticket  if  that  had  not  occurred.    It  was  repre* 
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sented  to  them  that  fifty-ibnr  of  their  race  had  been  killed  and  wounded,  so  that  in  the 
a^oining  counties  of  Perry,  Dallas,  Marengo,  and  other  counties  they  voted  against  vA 
on  that  accoont. 

QttesUon,  You  stated  in  your  teetimony  yesterday  that  yon  l)elierved  this  Ku-Klnx  or* 
ganization,  whatever  it  had  beeti,  was  now  at  an  end  as  an  organization- f 

Answer,  its  existence,  so  far  as  I  knew  it,  was  from  rumor  and  general  rcpntation; 
and  the  same  authority  justilies  me  in  saying  that  it  was  disbanded  years  aoo.  And  ia 
this  connection  I  may  be  permitted  to  sa^  that  when  I  said  hhad  learned  tSat  sneh  aa 
organization  had  existed  in  Alabama,  I  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  saying  that  it 
ha(l  existed  throughout  the  State  of  Alabama,  for  I  never  heard  at  any  thoe  of  the  Ku- 
Klux  organization  having  an  existence  in  South  Alabama ;  in  what  we  call  the  Black 
Belt  of  Alabama. 

Question,  It  was  in  North  Alabama  f 

Answer,  It  was  contned  by  ramor  to  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  a4Joining  t^ 
State  of  Tennessee. 

Question,  You  have  never  happened  to  hear  any  man,  who  professed  to  have  been  a 
member  of  it,  state  that  it  was  disbanded  or  disorganized  f 

Answer,  I  never  hoard  a  man  acknowledge  that  he  was  a  member  of  tdie  Kn-Kka 
oiganization. 

QuesWm.  Either  esusting  or  disbanded  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Stevknson  : 

Question.  I  understood  vou  to  say,  in  regard  to  the  county  of  Greene,  that  Mr.  Hayi 
had  become  very  unpopular  there,  and  for  that  reason  you  had  expected,  but  fortius 
Eutaw  riot,  to  have  carried  that  county  by  a  much  larger  vote  f 

Answer,  I  am  judging  from  information.  I  have  been  informed  by  a  gentlemae  wfae 
ought  to  know  that  we  would  have  carried  the  county  of  Greene  by  a  much  larger 
majority  had  this  riot  not  occurred.  Personally,  I  know  nothing  of  the  popularity  oi 
Mr.  Hays,  nor  of  the  political  condition  of  Greene  Connty. 

Qu^tion,  Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Hays  received  in  Greene  County  pre- 
cisely the  same  number  of  votes  that  Governor  Smith  did  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  it  was  about  the  same. 

QuestUm.  Each  i^eceived  exactly  1,790  votes  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  received  1,825  votes  j  and  Harris,  Hays's  antagonist,  received  1^ 
votes  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  So  that  tliere  is  no  indication  from  the  poll  there  of  any  unpopularity  on 
the  part  of  Mr,  Hays  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  But  let  me  state  here  that  I  am  well  aware,  as  yon  are  all  "^eH 
aware,  that  in  an  election  of  that  kind  one  candidate  may  give  character  and  expretsiim 
to  the  result  in  regard  to  the  entire  ticket,  and  that  by  working  upon  the  unpopularity 
of  one  of  the  candidates  you  may  drag  all  the  balance  associated  with  him  upon  the 
ticket  down  to  the  same  result. 

Question,  Greene  County  gave  Grant  over  2,000  minority,  while  you  carried  the  county 
last  year? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  total  vote  was  smaller  last  year  than  in  1868 1 

Anhicer,  1  do  not  know  whether  it  was  or  not. 

Question.  The  figures  show  that  the  total  vote  was  several  hundred  less  than  in  1868, 
and  yet  the  entire  vote  of  the  State  was  increased  f 

Anstcer.  I  question  very  much  whether  the  vote  was  very  much  smaller;  if  it  was 
any  it  was  but  a  trifle  smaller.  There  was  a  sreat  change  in  regard  to  the  negro  vote 
throughout  the  State,  with  the  exception  of  Montgomery  and  Dallas  Counties.  I  will 
refer  to  Madison  County,  where  there  was  no  disturbance  or  interference ;  it  has  a  ma- 
jority of  600  negro  voters.    Have  you  the  record  of  what  was  th^'  vote  for  Seymour  f 

Question,  It  went  for  Seymour  by  over  600  majority. 

Answer,  I  think  my  majority  there  was  £rom  800  to  900 ;  and  yet  there  is  a  in^jerity 
of  600  registered  negro  voters. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question,  M^ority  over  the  white  vote  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Stbybnson  : 

Qu^tion,  Are  you  aware  that  it  was  claimed  that  there  was  violence  there ;  not  riot- 
ing, but  Ku-Kluxingf 
Ansujer,  I -never  heard  of  it. 
Question',  I  observe  by  the  returns  that  last  year  Smith  carried  the  ooonty  of  Macon 
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hy  about  500  m^jonty,  while  in  1666  Macon  wm  cAiried  by  Giant  by  about  1,300  ma- 
jority ;  80  that  there  iras  a  £iQHng  off  there  t 

Anstper.  In  answer  to  that  I  may  say  that  the  last  election  was  the  Erst  since  the, 
pamage  of  the  reeonstmotion  acts  when  the  demodratic  party  entered  into  the  ooutest 
with  an  earnest  wish  to  work  andgain,  beoanse  they  believe<l  it  was  the  first  time  when 
they  oonld  trinmph^  and  triumph  upon  the  unpopularity  of  the  party  that  had  been  in 
power  during  the  past  two  or  three  years.  Therefore,  the  vote  of  1868  is  no  criterion 
by  which  to  judge  the  vote  of  1870. 

Quotum.  Were  there  more  voters  in  1868  than  then  voted  ? 

Awmcer^  About  10,000  voters  more. 

QH«9tioffi.  How  in*  Macon  Coonty  ? 

Anstcer.  I  cannot  speak  with  regard  to  that  county  particularly ;  but  I  say  that  in 
1870  wae  the  flrat  time  when  we  believed  we  could  carry  the  State,  and  therefore  we 
went  to  work  with  earnestness,  using  all  the  persuasion  in  our  power  to  get  boih  white 
and  colored  votes.  And  it  is  upon  the  files  of  the  War  Department  that  in  no  election 
that  ever  took  place  upon  the  oontinent  of  America  did  more  order  prevail  than  in  tliat 
election  in  Alabama ;  not  in  those  words,  perhaps,  but  that  is  the  substance  of  Gen-> 
eril  Crawford's  I'eport. 

Question,  You  say  that  in  Sumter  there  were  several  reasons  wby  you  should  get  a 
larger  vote  there  than  any  other  democrat  in  your  State  could  get ;  are  you  aware  of 
tiie  fact  that  in  Sumter  County  you  ran  precisely  with  Mr.  Harris  f 

Ansver.  Yes,  sir ;  or  about  toe  sJtee. 

QuesHon.  You  and  Mr.  Harris  each  received  2/)56  votes,  while  Mr*  Smith  received 
1,438  votes,  and  Mr.  Hays  received  1,437  votes. 

Jawwer.  1  think  Mr.  Harris's  influence,  he  being  a  citizen  of  Sumter  County,  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  regard  to  themfgority  in  that  county.  He  was  from  that  county, 
and  is  a  very  popular  man ;  and  up  to  the  day  of  election  wo  cei-tainly  expected  that 
if  he  did  not  beat  Mr.  Hays  in  the  district  he  Would  run  him  very  close. 

QuntUm.  Yet  there  was  a  falling  ofif  of  r)00  votes  in  the  county  of  Sumter  £rom  the; 
vote  of  1868,  as  the  figures  show  f 

Anmeer.  I  do  not  know  how  that  ia 

Quwtian.  The  aggregate  vote  of  that  county  in  1868  was  3,965,  while  in  1870  it  was 
3,493.  Can  you  accouut  for  the  falling  off  in  those  three  counties  of  Greene,  Macon, 
and  Sumter,  of  over  1,000  votes  in  1870,  as  compared  with  the  vote  of  1868,  while 
there  was,  in  1870,  an  increase  in  the  aggregate  vote  of  the  entire  State  f 

Answer.  I  canuot.  I  have  not  the  data  to  determine  what  wae  the  increase  or  the  de- 
crease in  any  county.  The  vote  in  some  of  the  counties  was  increased,  and  in  oUiers 
it  decreased. 

Question.  But  there  was  an  increase  in  the  aggregate  vot«  of  the  State  ? 

Anstccr,  Yes,  sir ;  my  county  gave  about  the  same  vote  last  year  that  it  did  in  the 
]Heeideutiial  election ;  it  g^ned,  perhaps,  some  150  votes ;  we  gave  Seymour  and  Blair 
idl  the  votes  in  the  county  but  45, 1  believe,  while  last  year  the  republicans  got  180. 

VMOS. 

Questian,  You  have  several  times  expressed  your  (pinion  that  the  Ku-Klux  Elan  has 
been  abandoned.  Have  you  examinea  the  testimony  taken  last  August  and  September 
in  Calhoun  County,  before  one  of  the  supreme  court  judges  of  your  State  ? 

Answer.  I  neVer  saw  it. 

Question,  It  was  an  investigation  of  some  acts  of  violence  there ;  are  you  not  aware 
of  the  fact  that  it  was  proven  there  by  a  number  of  witnesses,  perhaps  forty,  that  that 
county,  and  several  of  the  adjoining  counties,  had  been  the  scene  of  Ku-Klux  outraffes 
fiRNn  sonoe  time  in  1868  down  to  the  acts  of  violence  which  wore  then  investigated  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  it  was  proved  by  any  such  number  of  witnesses. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  it  was  proved  by  any  witnesses  f 

Answer.  P think  it  likely  it  was  proved  that  disguised  men  had  committed  crimes; 
bat  I  would  not  believe,  that  any  such  thing  ezist^  if  forty  thousand  witnesses  w«re 
to  swear  it,  for  Calhoun  County  is  remarkable  for  its  good  behavior.  It  lies  on  tne 
Georgia  line,  and  on  the  Coosa  River.  I  understood  at  the  time  that  this  man  Luke  re> 
lerred  to  was  killed  by  some  disguised  meu,  but  that  he  was  killed  by  Ku-Klux,  as 
Ku-Klox  are  graierally  understood,  I  do  not  believe  it. 

Question.  Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  that  it  was  testified  there  on  that  examination 
b^  a  man  who  professed  to  have  belonged  to  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Force,  that  the  organization  did  exist  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  also  in  the  State 
of  Georgia,  and  that  he  gave  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  the  organisation  in  each 
State  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  he  testified  to. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  such  h  man  did  testify,  and  also  that  he  testified  to  such 
fiKts? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  This  is  the  first  yon  have  heard  of  it  t  ■  < 

'^iwirer.  It^nkitis. 
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QumHan.  Tou  have  power  to  institiite  siieh  eTamiiiationa  younelf,  have  you  softf 
That  was  done  by  Governor  Smith,  reijaeetuig  a  judge  of  t<he  lupreiBe  eoorl  of  the  State 
to  ffo  there  and  inatitate  an  examination ;  Uuht  is  in  your  povrer  f 

Anttoer,  I  have  no  right  to  institute  any  legal  investijp^tion,  nor  to  swear  witnesses. 

Question.  Have  you  not  the  right  to  request  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court  to  institate 
an  investigation  ? 

Afmper,  I  have  just  such  a  right  as  any  man  in  the  State  of  Alabama  has. 

Question,  Have  you  made  any  such  request  t 

AnetDer.  I  have  not,  and  would  not  bo  likely  to  do  so,  because  we  could  find  a  justice 
of  the  peace  in  the  precinct  whose  duty  it  is  to  do  that,  and  there  are  circuit  c^urte 
there.  I  would  certainly  ask  the  circuit  judge,  who  has  the  same  power  as  a  judge  of 
the  supreme  court  in  that  respect,  to  sit  upou  such  cases.  That  was  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  I  believe,  when  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court  pre- 
sided over  a  court  of  inquiry ;  so  much  was  it  the  first  time  that  the  question  of  bis 
right  to  do  so  was  very  seriously  raised  by  the  legal  profession. 

QuetiUm,  You  spoke  of  an  act  under  which  prooieedings  are  now  being  Imd,  in  some 
of  the  counties,  to  recover  damages  for  Eu-Klux  outrages ;  that  is  an  act  approved  De- 
cember 26,  1868.  Has  that  act  had  a  good  effect,  a  good  tendency,  so  far  as  you  have 
observed  ? 

Answer*  I  think  that  in  some  x^pects  it  has  deterred — well,  it  has  had  but  very  little 
infiuence,  because  it  was  passed  at  a  time  when,  as  I  have  said,  but  very  few  of  these 
acts  had  occurred. 

Qnesiion,  There  was  no  great  occasion  for  it  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

QuMtum.  Bui  you  think  the  tendency  of  it  is  good  t 

Answer,  I  cannot  speak  about  the  provisions  of  the  act. 

Question,  But  the  general  provision  of  holding  the  counties  responsible  ? 

Answer,  I  think  the  holding  the  counties  ros^ionsiblo  is  a  pretty  good  stretch  of  l^is- 
lation  for  the  crime  of  an  individual. 

Question,  I  mean  the  effect  of  the  law  in  regard  to  deterring  acts  of  violence  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  whether  it  has  had  much  el|]ect. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  one  officer,  who  is  a  democrat-,  who  is  prosecuting  these  cases 
with  a  great  deal  of  vigor ;  may  it  not  be  that  the  fact  that  he  is  to  receive  ten  per 
eent.  on  the  amount  he  recovers  has  something  to  do  with  his  2oal  f 

Ansu^er,  I  know  the  person,  and  I  do  not  Ihink  there  is  a  man  on  this  continent  kss 
disposed  to  do  anything  for  money  than  he  is. 

QiMstioa.  He  is  ifond  of  spending  it  7 

Answer,  He  is  a  man  of  very  great  generosity,  but  as  for  men's  motives  I  cannot  say. 

Question,  1  do  not  ask  you  to  judge  him  specially.  There  is  such  a  provision  in  the 
actt 

Answer,  1  will  answer  yon  generally,  that  I  do  not  think  that  would  influence  any 
•olicitor. 

QuesUan,  The  title  of  the  act  is,  ^'  For  the  suppression  of  secret  organizations  of  men 
di^^ising  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  eommittiug  crimes  and  outrages  f  approved 
December  26, 1866.  Did  you  at  the  time,  as  a  citizen  of  the  State,  approve  of  the  pas- 
sage  of  that  act  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  approved  of  everything  that  was  calculated  to  put  down  dis- 
guised men. 

QuesUon.  You  think  it  was  justified  under  the  circumstances  T 

Answer,  1  think  it  is  justifiable,  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstiuiees,  to  pass  laws 
to  put  down  men  in  disguise.  I  do  not  think  any  law  could  be  too  severe  K>r  a  man 
who  would  put  on  a  disguise  and  perpetrate  a  crime. 

Question,  The  preamble  of  the  act  is  as  follows:  **  Whereas  there  is  in  the  possessioD 
of  this  general  assembly  ample  and  undoubted  evidence  of  a  secret  organization,  in 
many  parts  of  this  State,  of  men  who,  under  the  cover  of  mas^s  and  otheer  grotesqas 
disgiiises,  armed  with  knives,  revolvers,  and  other  deadly  weapons,  do  issue  from  the 
plaees  of  tJieir  rendezvous,  in  bandH  of  greater  or  less  number,  on  foot  or  mounted  on 
horses,  in  like  manner  disguised,  generally  in  the  late  iKiura  of  tlio  niglit,  to  commit 
violence  and  outrages  upou  peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizens,  robbing  and  murdering 
them  upon  the  highway,  ana  entering  their  houses,  ti.'aring  them  from  their  homes  and 
the  embrace  of  their  families,  and,  with  violent  threats  and  insults,  infiicting  on  them 
the  mwi  cmel  and  iBhaman  treatment ;  and  whereas  this  organization  has  becooie  a 
wide-fl^read  a»d  alarming  evil  in  tliis  commonwealth,  disturbtnx  the  public  peace, 
ruining  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  iH}oplc,  and  in  many  places  overriding  the 
civil  authorities,  defying  all  law  and  justice,  or  evading  detection  by  the  darkucss 
'of  the  night  and  with  their  hideous  eoatomes:  Therefore,  be  it  enacted,^'  &c,  Yoa 
were  nominated  for  governor  in  the  summer  of  last  year  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questiofi,  You  made  a  speech  at  Mtfbole  shortly  alter  your  nomination  ? 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 
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Qumiion.  And  that  speech  was  pablished  in  the  democratic  papers  in  Mobile  f 

An9wer,  What  pniported  to  be  m  j  speech  was  pablished. 

Questum,  Was  it  not  taken  down  in  short-hand  and  pablished  in  the  democratic 
p^>6nt 

Anmoer.  I  do  not  know  how  it  was  taken ;  I  heard  it  was  taken  down  and  reported 
by  the  republican  reporter  of  the  Louisiana  legislature. 

Question,  Do  yon  remember  saying  in  that  speech  something  in  substance  like  this : 
**  Only  fourteen  men  in  my  beat  voted  for  Grant,  and  they  voted  before  breakfast ;  but 
if  we  [meaning  the  democrats]  had  known  that  the  polls  were  to  be  opened  so  early 
tbtfe  would  not  have  been  an^  votes  for  Grant.''    Do  you  remember  that  t 

Answer.  I  remember  saying  in  that  speech  that  we  had  voted  forty -five  votes,  I  think, 
for  Grant. 

QumUon,  That  is  in  your  county  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  and  some  thirteen  or  fourteen  in  my  beat ;  that  the  polls  had  been 
opened  earlier  than  usual,  and  but  for  that  fact  those  men  who  had  been  misled  (I 
tamk  I  named  the  parties  who  misled  them)  would  not  have  voted  for  the  republican 
ticket. 

QuesHon,  These  fourteen  f 

Answer,  These  fourteen ;  ihat  is  about  the  substance  of  what  I  said,  and  I  do  not  believe 
they  would  have  voted  that  ticket  but  for  that.  There  was  an  effort  made  (it  is  not 
necessary  to  explain  it,  however)  by  one  or*  two  men  of  notorious  character  at  that 
time. 

Question,  Was  that  a  very  unusual  vote  for  your  county,  Colbert ;  was  forty-five  votes 
for  the  republican  ticket  an  unusual  republican  vote  there  ? 

Answer,  We  did  not  expect  to  give  any.  I  could  give  reasons  why  that  county  is  in 
that  political  condition,  but  it  is  not  necessary. 

Question,  Ton  were  mistaken  in  the  number  given  for  Grant ;  it  was  thirty-nine. 

Answer,  I  said  forty-five. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Was  there  any  intention  to  prevent  them  by  force  from  voting  t 

Anstocr,  None  whatever^  I  never  knew  a  man  in  the  county  of  Colbert  undertake  to 

prevent  a  colored  or  a  white  man  from  voting  as  he  pleased,  or  of  any  design  to  do  so. 

I  never  asked  a  colored  man  how  he  intend^  to  vote.    I  Imow  I  have  been  an  active 

politician  in  that  county,  and  I  never  asked  my  negro  men  to  vote  any  particular 

ticket. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson: 

Question,  You  live  in  that  county  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Grant  got  thirty-nine  votes  in  1868  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  votes  did  Smith  get  there  last  year  ? 

Answer,  I  think  he  got  one  hundred  and  sixty  or  one  himdred  and  seventy. 

Question,  The  returns  give  him  one  hundred  and  eighty-two ;  and  yet  you  claim  that 
your  party  gained  there  from  1868  to  1870  ? 

Ansufer,  n  you  will  look  at  that  county  von  wUl  find  that  my  vote  is  precisely  that 
of  Seymour  and  Blair,  or  nearly  so ;  and  the  increase  of  votes  for  Smitn  over  Grant 
were  the  votes  of  persons  who  did  not  appear  before. 

Question,  You  did,  then,  substantially,  make  this  remark'in  your  speech  about  the 
fourteen  voters,  in  your  heat  f 

Answer.  I  made  it  with  that  explanation. 

Question,  What  part  did  you  take  in  the  rebellion  ? 

Ansufer,  I  opposed  secession. 

Question.  You  have  already  spoken*of  that. 

Answer,  After  the  State  of  Alabama  went  out  I  published  a  letter  in  May,  1861, 
ntating  that  I  had  opposed  secession ;  that  I  had  seen  no  reason  why  1  should  chance ; 
but  that  as  the  State  of  Alabama  had  declared  her  independence  I  would  cast  my  for- 
tones  with  her. 

Question,  What  part  did  you  actually  take  in  the  rebellion  f 

Answer,  I  was  appointed  acUutuit  of  militia  for  North  Alabama,  bat  they  were  dis- 
banded, and  my  office  fell  to  the  gppound.  I  afterward  went  in,  sometimes  as  a  private 
and  sometimes  as  a.lieatenant.  But  I  would  rather  not  tell  my  military  hlstoiy,  for 
there  was  very  little  glory  about  it.  I  can  say  in  a  few  brief  words  that  the  military 
part  I  took  in  the  rebellion  was  by  no  means  a  distinguished  part 
Question,  You  did  perform  military  service  f 

Answer,  I  was  on  the  side  of  Ab^baraa. 

Quesiunu  Yon  did  your  duty  as  »  soldier  f 

Answer,  I  tried  to  do  it ;  I  do  aot  kasfw  th*t  I  caa  say  nmch  about  my  soldiering. 

15 
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Washington,  D.  C,  June  19, 1871- 
JAMES  H.  CLANTON  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Questum,  How  long  have  yon  lived  in  Alabama  f 

Answer,  Thirty-seven  years. 

QueeUon,  Are  yon  well  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  affairs  there  T 

Anstoer,  I  think  so. 

Question,  What  are  yonr  means  of  knowledge? 

Answer.  This  is  my  twenty-second  year  at  the  capital  of  the  Stat«,  where  not  oflly 
the  legislatnre  bnt  the  supreme  court  and  the  grand  lodges  meet,  and  coniereuces  of 
the  different  churches  are  held.  I  was  a  member  of  the  legislature  before  the  war.  I 
raised  sixty-four  companies  for  the  confederate  service  during  the  war,  from  every  part 
of  the  State.  For  four  years  since  the  war  I  have  been  chairman  of  the  democratic 
executive  committee  of  the  State..   I  practice  law  there. 

Question,  What  are  j-our  political  antecedents  t 

Answer.  I  was  a  Union  whig  until  after  the  war.  I  was  a  Bell  and  Everett  elector 
in  the  Yancey  district  in  18(>0.  Since  the  war  I  have  been  the. only  chairman  of  the 
democratic  executive  committee.    I  am  now  the  chairman. 

Qnediion.  Give  us  a  brief  summary  of  political  events  in  Alabama  sinc^  the  war. 

Answer.  When  the  war  closed  we  were  Very  much  disheartened  and  dispirited.  The 
people  saw  that  there  was  no  alternative  but  to  make  the  best  of  the  situation — to  p) 
to  work ;  and  they  supposed  they  would  get  back  to  just  where  they  were  in  18b0. 
except  with  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  tne  right  of  secession  surrendered  by  those 
who  believed  in  those  rights.  They  thought  that  the  rights  of  the  Stato  in  every  other 
respect  would  be  the  same.  They  accepted  the  situation  in  good  faith,  and  were  very 
much  disposed  to  forgive  and  forget.  They  electetl  delegates  to  the  State  convention- 
such  men  as  Ex-Govenior  Fitzpatrick,  who  was  president  of  the  first  State  convention 
held  after  the  war.  The  vote  to  make  the  abolition  of  slavery  constitutional  by  th»» 
State  was  almost  unanimous  j  I  know  of  but  one  member  who  opposed  it — Alexander 
Whit-e,  a  leading  republican  m  Alabama  to-day.  He  turned  over  since  Graft's  admin- 
istration. He  was  for  white  supremacy  until  lately,  when  he  has  told  the  i>eople,  in 
his  addresses,* that  in  his  opinion  they  committed  jin  error  in  abolishing  slavery,  and 
they  had  better  take  his  advice  for  the  future.  Now  he  is  a  republican.  He  lives  at 
Selma.  If  there  was  another  member  of  that  convention  that  opposed  the  abolition 
of  slavery  I  do  not  remember  it:  he  must  have  been  a  man  of  no  prominence.  I  my- 
self went  to  the  State-house  and  advocated  it  in  person.  Afterward  the  question  of 
the  status  of  the  negro  before  the  law  came  before  the  legislature,  and  I  went  there  in 
person  and  advocated  the  right  of  the  negro  to  be  placed  precisely  in  the  condition  of 
the  white  man  before  the  law ;  that  there  should  be  no  distinction  as  to  their  testimony 
in  the  courts. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Including  sufi&age  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  that  question  came  up  afterward.  When  the  thirteenth  and 
fourteenth  amendments  were  presented.  Governor  Patton,  elected  since  the  war. 
advised  the  legislature  to  accept  them.  Some  of  us,  claiming  to  be  representative  men 
to  a  limited  extent,  went  before  the  legi^ature  and  urged  uiem  to  reject  the  amend- 
ments. I  did  so  myself.  We  succeeded  in  having  the  fourteenth  amendment  rejected, 
on  two  grounds.  Congress  left  it  to  us  to  accept  or  reject  it,  and  in  the  exercise  of 
that  privilege  we  rejected  it.  What  influenced  us  mostly  to  do  so  was  this:  Wo 
knew  we  wore  powerless ;  the  Grovemment  could  do  what  it  pleased  with  us.  AVe  had 
ibllowed  the  lead  of  General  Lee,  who,  when  the  war  commenced,  declared  to  his  sister 
that  he  would  not  draw  his  sword  against  the  Government  nor  against  his  native 
State.  Many  of  us  were  opposed  to  secession,  and  were  not  responsible  for  the  war, 
and- Congress  called  upon  us  who  followed  General  Lee,  to  brand  him  as  a  traitor  by 
our  voluntary  act— -to  }»lace  upon  his  brow,  and  upon  the  brows  of  our  soldiers,  the 
brand  of  inferiority.  Therefore,  we  thought  that  self-respect  demanded  wo  should 
reject  the  amendment.  AVe  knew  that  Congress  could  do  it,  and  we  did  not  wish  to 
become  the  voluntary  instruments  of  doing  it  ourselves.  So  the  amendment  wa» 
rejected  by  the  legislature.  Then  came  the  question  of  negro  suffrage  before  our 
legislature.  It  was  an  exclusively  white  legislature.  Mr.  Brooks,  a  promment  member 
of  the  house,  and  a  cousin  of  the  late  Preston  Brooks,  of  South  Carolina,  advocated 
qualified  negro  suffrage.    He  had  a  respectable  minority  with  him. 

Question,  By  property,  or  what  t 

Answer.  By  education  or  property.  Jud^re  Qoldthwaite  advocated  it,  and  the 
governor  proclaimed  that  he  would  compromise  upon  it.  I  differed  with  some  of  my 
Iriends,  and  would  have  been  willing  to  take  almost  any  northern  laws  as  to  8affira|^T 
as  they  existed  before  the  war.  The  proposition,  however,  failed  to  receive  a  mti^nty 
in  any  shape  in  our  legislature.    After  that  the  question  of  the  adoption  or  r^ec- 
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tion  of  the  coostitation  under  which  we  now  live  came  np.  Congress  provided 
that  if  a  majority  of  the  registered  voters  voted  for  it  it  was  accepted ;  if  they 
failed  to  vote  for  it  it  was  rejected.  WeU,  the  last  democratic  State  convention  which 
met  lefb  the  qaestion  as  to  policy  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  executive  committee, 
of  which  I  was  president.  This  question  had  to  be  met,  and  it  was  a  grave  one, 
involving  more  responsibility  than  I  wished  to  take.  So  I  called  together  a  council 
of  about  one  hundred  leading  men  in  the  State,  embracing  every  ex-membor  of 
Congress  and  ex-judge  in  the  State.  Wo  met  and  deliberated,  and  we  concluded 
to  vote  against  tne  constitution;  with  the  hope  of  rejecting  it.  But  for  fear  it 
might  be  adopted,  we  were  at  the  same  time  to  take  care  of  ourselves  by  electing 
officers  under  it.  Having  agreed  upon  this,  we  were  about  to  adjourn,  when  we 
received  a  dispatch  from  Governor  Parsons,  who  was  the  accredited  agent  of  the  dem- 
ocratic party  here  in  Washington,  saying,  "  I  am  on  my  waj'  to  Montgomery ;  will  be 
there  to-night.  Don't  adjourn  your  convention ;  don't  act  till  I  get  there."  He  came. 
Some  few  of  our  men  had  left.  He  made  a  speech  in  which  he  used  this  language: 
"So  far  as  the  reconstruction  measures  are  concerned  and  this  constitution,  touch  not, 
taste  not,  handle  not,  the  unclean  thing,"  He  frequeutly  used  that  langua^jo  after- 
ward in  his  democratic  addresses  throughout  the  State,  bovemor  I Vifkous,  Alexander 
White,  then  a  leading  demoerat,  who  prepared  the  address  on  that  ocraMion,  but  now 
a  leading  radical,  and  Samuel  Uice,  a  man  who  lias  been  a  sec*  ssionist  lor  thiity  years, 
as  he  boasts,  and  with  whom  I  have  had  many  a  pa.ssa<;(i  at  arms — these  three  men 
caused  the  council  to  reverse  its  action.  They  are  now  three  leaders  on  the  otlier  side 
in  Alabama.  At  this  time  the  negroes  were  very  much  excited.  The  right  of  Buffrage 
had  been  forced  on  them  by  Congrfss.  They  were  all  anned.  Tlwy  had  half  a  dozen 
league  rooms,  1  suppose,  in  our  city — several  at  least — and  they  were  under  the  control 
of  very  bad  men — adventuvers.  A  great  many  had  got  hold  of  munkets,  and  hatl  organ- 
ized in  companies  and  battalions.  This  was  another  reason  urged  lor  not  going  to  the 
polls,  that  it  might  lead  to  a  war  of  races.  The  election  came  on.  The  white  people  did 
not  go  to  the  polls,  or  passed  resolutions  not  to  go.  The  consequence  was  there  was  but 
one  democratic  senator  electctl  in  the  State,  and  he  ran  contrary  to  our  policy.  There 
is  but  one  now  in  the  State  senate.  AVo  knew  we  could  defeat  the  constitution  without 
voting,  and  we  thought  if  we  defeated  the  constitution  Congress  would  not  go  back  on 
itself  and  force  it  on  us.  Hence  the  intimidation  was  all  a  myth.  The  democratic 
party  resolved  not  to  go  to  the  polls,  and  wo  did  not  go.  But  the  negroes  marched  to 
the  poUs  by  battalions,  armed  with  muskets  and  stepping  to  the  beat  of  drums.  They 
stacked,  their  arms  around  the  polls,  some  standing  guard.  There  was  great  confusion, 
and  in  the  evening,  in  Montgomery,  they  got  on  the  rampage  and  commenced  firing 
their  guns,  the  bam  whistling  through  the  houses  and  lots.  They  continued  it  in  the 
night  until  Colonel  Crittenden,  the  Federal  commander,  being  afraid  of  the  results,  dis- 
anned  them  as  far  as  he  could  reach  them.  But  many  remained  in  the  outskirts 
of  the  town  firing  their  guns.  The  balls  flew  around  my  house  pretty  thickly. 
General  Meade  appointed  the  managers  of  the  ele  tion.  They  were  all  radicals  or 
nearly  so.  He  received  their  returns  and  counted  the  vote.  He  reported  that  the 
constitution,  according  to  the  form  of  law  prescribe<l  by  Congress,  hail  fallen  short  a 
good  many  thousand  votes  of  the  migority  of  the  registered  vote.  We  thought  then 
that  we  would  continue  on  tmder  our  own  officers  elected  by  the  people.  In  that  wo 
were  mistaken.  Every  one  of  those  officers,  so  far  as  I  know,  was  removed,  and  the 
men  who  ha«l  been  voted  for  by  the  negroes  under  the  constitution  which  General 
Mea<le  said  was  rejected  were  installed  in  the  places  of  those  elected  bylaw — installed 
by  the  bayonet.  They  are  in  office  to-day,  with  few  exceptions,  having  held  over  six 
years  instead  of  four  as  prescribed  by  the  constitution.  We  have  been  ever  since  under 
officers  that  we  never  voted  for,  except  those  we  elected  at  the  last  election  and 
where  there  have  been  removals.  It  has  been  very  galling,  but  we  have  Iwrne  it. 
The  first  legislature  after  the  war  imposed  a  tax  on  our  people  of  one-fourth  of  one 
per  cent,  for  State  jiurposes,  which  was  sullieient.  The  very  next  legislature,  w^hieh 
was  radical  and  came  in  under  the  present  constitution — a  legLslature  composed  of  men 
elected  from  districts  where  they  never  lived — trebled  the  taxes,  raising  the  rate  from 
one-fourth  to  three-foui-ths  of  one  i>er  cent.;  and  now  the  funds  are  insufficient  for  the 
State  government.  The  school-fund  is  in  arrears  about  Je=1-)0,0(M»  and  the  i>ublic  sehools 
are  in  danger  of  stopping  for  want  of  money,  as  I  am  informed  by  the  su})erintendent. 

By  Mr.  Blaiu  :  * 

Question.  Notwithstanding  these  circumstances  what  is  the  animus  of  the  wlute 
people  toward  the  Government  of  the  Ui^ted  States  f 

Ansicer.  It  is  very  friendly.  It  is  the  mal-administratiou  of  the  Government  of 
which  they  complain.  I  can  give  you  no  better  evidence  of  the  attachment  of  our 
people  to  this  republican  form  of  government  than  to  say,  that  however  henious  the 
ofiense  of  secession  may  have  been  in  the  eyes  of  you,  gentlemen,  when  we  formed  a 
government  for  ourselves  we  made  it  almost  afac  simile  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment.   We  are  strict  constructionists  and  State-rights  men,  whether  whigs  or  demo- 
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craU.  The  old  Alabama  State  Joamaly  the  organ  of  the  Whig  party  for  twenty  years, 
edited  by  a  Connecticut  man,  a  son  of  the  late  president  Batee  of  one  of  the  New  Eng- 
land colleges,  had  flaring  at  the  masthead  *^  Organ  of  the  State-rights  Whig  party." 
Thon^h  we  were  Union  men  we  were  strict  constructionists  and  belonged  to  tne  Jef- 
fersonian  school  of  poliUcs,  and  we  established  a  government  as  nearly  uke  that  of  the 
United  States  as  we  could  when  we  seceded. 

Ques/ton.  Is  there  freedom  of  speech  in  your  State  at  present  to  x>er8on8  of  all  polit- 
ical parties  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  there  is  freedom  of  speech  for  republicans,  white  and  black,  and  for 
white  democrats ;  but  there  is  none  for  colored  democrats. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Whyt 

Answer,  They  are  mobbed. 

Question,  By  whom  ? 

Answer,  By  the  republican  party. 

Question,  By  colored  or  white  menf 

Answer,  By  colored  men  set  on  by  white  men  who  would  not  be  recognized  North  or 
South  by  yourselves.  I  have  seen  it  done.  Colonel  Crittenden  saw  it  done  and  with 
his  federal  cavalry  dispersed  them. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 

Question,  On  what  occasion  T 

Answer,  A  colored  speaker  by  the  name  of  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  was  making  a 
democratic  speech  to  the  colored  people. 

Question,  When  was  that  ? 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  in  1867  or  '68. 

Question.  Was  it  after  the  constitution  was  adopted  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  it  was.  He  commenced  by  telling  them  he  was  a  captain  in 
the  Federal  Army  and  had  fought  for  their  liberation ;  that  he  was  a  democrat  imd  they 
had  most  to  expect  by  making  friends  of  their  late  masters ;  when  a  negro  by  the  name 
of  Abe  Breck  raised  a  disturbance  to  keep  Williams  from  speaking— liooted  and  hal- 
looed. When  Williams  came  down  from  the  stand  they  made  a  rush  at  him  and  bis 
traveling  companion,  also  a  colored  man,  to  mob  him.  Some  ten  or  twelve  of  ns  white 
xnen  held  them  at  bay  and  got  Williams  in  the  house  imtil  the  a4jutant  of  the  post, 
who  witnessed  it,  got  his  cavalry  up  and  they  dispersed  the  mob.  That  is  only.one  of 
many  instances.  There  is  a  body  servant  of  Governor  Shorter,  named  Cesar,  who  has 
been  in  danger  of  his  life  for  ^ears — a  very  sober,  quiet,  industrious  man,  but  a  democrat. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  f 

Answer,  He  is  now  a  porter  about  the  State-house  at  Montgomery. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Does  he  vote  with  the  democratic  party  ? 

Answer.  Votes  with  it  every  time ;  but  he  has  to  be  mighty  shy  about  it,  he  telU  me. 
They  chased  him  one  night  into  his  yard  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket — so  he  told 
me.  Bob  Barrington,  another  negro  I  know,  was  waylaid  a  month  or  so  ago,  and  they 
tried  to  kill  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Is  he  a  public  speaker  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  neither  of  them. 

Question,  They  not  only  will  not  allow  them  to  speak  for  the  democratic  party,  but 
will  not  let  them  vote  T 

Answer,  No,  sir;  and  when  one  of  them  tells  yon  he  is  a  democrat,  he  asks  you  to  say 
nothing  about  it.  At  the  last  election  they  waylaid  a  negro  coming  from  the  polls,  and 
nearly  heat  him  to  death  :  it  was  published  in  the  Evergreen  Observer.  These  out- 
rages are  very  common.  On  the  night  of  this  row  at  Montgomery,  they  not  only  went 
for  these  negroes,  but  knocked  white  men  down.  A  man  by  the  name  of  McKay  lay 
insensible  in  a  ditch  all  night.  There  is  constant  intimidation  at  the  polls.  They  go 
there  very  early  and  form  a  solid  mass,  so  that  yon  can  scarcely  get  in  to  vote.  They 
form  a  line,  and  put  their  sentries  at  the  gate  to  examine  every  negro's  ticket  as  be 
comes  in.  At  the  last  election  I  saw  the  captain  of  a  negro  volunteer  company  in  Mont- 
gomery stand  at  the  steps  of  the  court-house  and  look  at  every  ticket  as  it  passed  him ; 
we  all  saw  it,  and  conla  not  challenge  him.  It  is  IISOO  fine  and  imprisonment  to  inter- 
fere with  voting.  They  vote  as  ofton  as  they  .please,  and  bras  of  it.  There  are  three 
negroes  to  one  white  among  ns :  thej  all  look  alike,  and  it  would  be  like  hunting  for  a 
needle  in  a  hay-stack  to  identi^  tbcon.  Thev  had  to  run  the  gauntlet  as  they  went  to 
vote;  as  they  parsed  by  this  colored  oaptain  he  took  their  tickets  and  examined  thco; 
if  it  was  a  demooratac  ticket  lie  would  take  it  and  give  them  a  republican  ticket  for  it 
He  would  not  ask  a  question  but  take  their  tioketo  and  open  them.  The  man  in  tVe 
line  would  have  to  pass  on. or  be  stamped  to  death.    I  called  the  attention  of  General 

« 
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Allen^  the  sheriff,  to  it.  Major  Randolph  told  me  he  saw  a  negro  start  to  vote  the  dem- 
ocratio  ticket,  and  they  gathered  around  him  and  told  him  they  would  take  his  life : 
they  said  he  belonged  to  their  party,  their  color,  and  they  had  a  right  to  kill  him.  I 
saw  boys  vote ;  you  cannot  challenge  them  Ai  to  age  or  residence. 

Question,  Is  tbiis  intimidation  earned  on  by  any  on^anization  f 

Atmoer,  I  cannot  say  ;  I  never  belonged  to  the  Union  League,  but  common  rumor 
charges  it  to  the  machinations  of  the  Union  League. 

QuesHan,  Did  you  hear  any  one  of  the  negroes  themselves  state  this  to  be  the  fact;, 
those  who  desired  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer,  Numbers  have  told  me  they  would  like  to  vote  with  us,  but  were  afraid^ 
and  if  they  did  vote  they  did.  not  want  anything  said  about  it. 

Question,  Why ;  did  they  know  there  was  an  organization  to  prevent  it  ? 

Answer,  They  spoke  in  that  way ;  that  their  party  would  get  hold  of  them  and  they 
would  be  in  danger. 

Question,  Is  there  now,  or  has  there  been  heretofore,  an  organization  in  your  State 
known  as  the  Ku-Khix  organization  ?  i 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  there  ever  has  been.  There  have  been  some  outrages  by 
bodies  of  disguised  men  in  two  or  three  localities.  All  I  have  ever  heard  of,  or  can  call 
to  mind,  are  three.  Governor  Lindsay  told  me  he  saw  some  disguised  men  one  ni^ht 
in  Tuscumbia,  who  hung  some  negroes  for  burning  a  female  academy,  or  threatemng 
to  bum  it.  He  is  the  only  man  who  ever  told  me  he  saw  any.  I  have  heard  of  dis- 
guised men  killing  a  fellow  in  Greene  County,  I  tl\ink  by  the  name  of  Boyd ;  and  I  have 
beard  of  some  outrages — I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  by  Ku-Klux  or  not — in  Jack- 
son County.  I  have  also  heard  of  the  affair  at  Patona.  I  did  not  hear  of  the  men 
being  disguised  in  Jackson  or  Patona.  I  have  heard  of  other  outrages,  but  mostly  by- 
negroes.  I  can  give  names  and  places.  In  the  county  of  Macon,  where  I  wa«  raisea, 
Jim  Allston,  a  colored  republican  member  of  the  legislature,  was  shot  in  his  bed  as  he 
and  his  wife  were  retiring,  just  after  a  league  meeting  in  a  church  called  Old  Zion,  iu 
the  town  of  Tuskegee.  He  charged  a  colored  rival  in  the  legislature  and  two  accom- 
plices with  shooting  him.  He  had  them  arrested  and  put  in  jail.  I  think  they  were 
acquitted.  He  was  so  certain  it  was  these  negroes  that  he  sent  for  white  citizens  to 
come  and  stand  guard  over  him,  and  they  did  so  all  that  night,  old  citizens  of  Tusk- 
egee, and  democrats.  1  was  up  there  the  next  day,  and  Governor  Smith  was  there. 
The  negroes  commeitced  coming  iuto  town.  The  x>ostmaster,  named  Armstrong,  had 
sent  word  to  them  to  come  to  town  anued,  and  they  came  pouring  iu.  They  did  not, 
know  who  shot  Allston,  and  were  threatening  to  burn  the  town.        , 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Was  it  understood  that  they  shot  him  in  disguise  ? 

Answer,  Oh,  no,  sir.  They  came  pouring  into  town  perhaps  under  the  belief  that 
8ome  white  man  had  done  it,  and  tliey  threatened  to  bum  the  town.  Many  women 
and  children  ran  off  to  Montgomery.  As  I  was  going  Ho  the  place  I  overtook  this 
volunteer  negro  company  on  the  pike  going  also  to  the  scene  of  excitement.  I  knew 
it  would  not  do— it  would  perhaps  lead  to  a  war  of  races.  I  jumped  out  of  the  hack 
and  drew  my  pistol  on  the  first  lieutenant ;  some  of  them  cocked  their  muskets  and 
one  drew  a  pistol,  but  I  stood  there  and  said,  "  You  cannot  go  to  Tuskegee."  By  that 
time  the  sheriff  came  up.  I  asked  him  if  he  was  responsible  for  this,  and  he  said  '^  No.'' 
I  asked  if  Governor  Smith  was,  and  he  said  ''No."  I  then  told  the  men  to  go  back  or 
they  would  get  hurt.  They  did  so.  The  military  went  up  on  tho  train.  When  I  got 
to  Tuskegee 

Question.  What  was  the  distance  ? 

Answer,  About  forty  miles.  When  I  got  there,  I  found  a  great  many  negroes  armed ; 
houses  were  surrounded,  and  it  was  reported  that  every  road  leading  to  9ie  town  was 
guarded.  I  found  one  hundred  and  fifty  white  men  under  arms  to  protect  the  place. 
The  three  negroes  were  arrested,  and  the  postmaster  had  run  away  that  night  to  Mont- 
gomery. The  officers  of  the  county  were  all  republicans/  and  are  so  now.  They  are  can- 
didates for  reelection.  Governor  Smith  made  tne  negroes  a  speech,  and  I  made  a  speech. 
He  came  up  and  indorsed  what  I  had  said  to  the  negro  company.  All  the  negroes 
in  the  company  had  come  there  with  arms.  A  few  nights  bewre  they  had  shot  two 
white  men — one  by  mistake  for  another  man.  A  few  weeks  before  they  shot  a  man  in 
his  house.  Governor  Smith  made  a  speech  and  counseled  moderation.  I  did  the  same. 
I  reminded  them  that  all  the  judges  and  nearly  all  the  legislature  were  of  their  pol- 
itics, and  they  ought  not  to  resort  to  arms,  but  to  the  law.  I  told  them  if  any  were 
too  poor  to  prosecute  a  man  for  an  outrage  upon  them  I  would  volunteer  my  servieee. 
Well,  wo  induced  them  to  disperse,  and  then,  as  soon  as  the  danger  was  over,  the 
white  men  dispersed  and  the  women  and  children  who  had  fled  to  Montgomery  returned. 

Question,  What  became  of  the  case  of  tho  men  who  were  arrested  ! 

Answer,  They  could  not  make  the  proof,  and  they  were  acquitted.  Allston  left  there 
for  Montgomery  and  is  now  living  there. 
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By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Qvestion.  When  was  this  ? 
Ansicer.  Last  year — 1870. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  What  Congressiooal  district  is  that  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Norris's  district. 

Question.  How  aboat  the  affair  in  Coosa  County  ? 

Answer.  In  Ehnore  County,  formerly  Coosa,  all  the  county  officers  are  republicans. 
A  few  months  ago  it  was  reported  at  Slontgomery  that  a  Northern  Alethodist  preacher 
had  been  "whipped  up  there.  The  governor,  I  believe,  sent  up  and  had  an  old  man 
charged  with  it  arrested. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  f 

•Answer.  I  cannot  call  it.  It  is  the  only  case  of  the  kind  in  Coosa  County  that  I  ever 
heard  of.  This  old  citizen  gave  bonds  tor  his  appearance,  was  tried  before  Judge  El- 
liott, a  republican,  at  the  last  term  of  the  circuit  court,  by  a  mixed  jury,  white  and 
black ;  subpoenaed  by  a  republican  clerk  and  sheriff,  the  prosecuting  attorney  being 
also  a  republican,  and  he  was  acquitted  of  any  offense  whatever. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson: 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  prosecuting  witness  was  present  at  the  trial  f 
Anstcer,  He  was  on  the  stand,  the  man  himself.  The  facts  were  about  t^ese,  as  stated 
to  me  by  the  sheriff :  This  preacher  went  there  holding  negro  meetings  and  eating  and 
Bleeping  with  the  negroes  on  this  old  gentleman's  premises.  The  old  man  heard  that 
they  were  holding  meetings.  The  negroes  had  come  to  church  with  their  guns,  hold- 
ing religions  or  political  meetings — one  or  both,  I  do  not  know  which.  The  old  man 
hearing  what  this  man  was  doing  reprimanded  him  for  his  conduct,  and  told  him  to 
cease.  He  said,  "  If  you  want  to  do  the-  negroes  any  good  I  shaU  be  happy  to  enter- 
tain you :  I  own  the  place,  but  I  do  not  like  to  have  the  negroes  assemblea  with  arms 
to  worship  God  on  Sunday.  Come  to  me  and  I  will  treat  you  well."  But  they  got 
into  a  quarrel.  The  old  man's  witnesses  say  the  preacher  jumped  up  with  a  carving-- 
knife from  the  table,  whereupon  the  man  knocked  him  down  with  a  stick  and  dis- 
armed him. 

By  ^r.  Pool  : 

Question.  What  was  the  preacher'**  namo  f 
Answer.  I  cannot  give  it. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Was  it  the  cai>e  of  Howe  and  Dorman  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  How  about  the  case  in  Winston  Coimty  ?  ' 

Anstcer.  My  best  information  about  that  is  that  it  is  the  only  white  county  in  the 
State  that  voted  for  General  Grant,  and  that  it  is  the  only  county  where  the  white 
men  have  met  andpassed  resolutions  that  no  negro  shall  settle  in  the  county. 

Question.  What  majority  did  it  civo  for  General  Grant  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  It  is  the  heaviest  republican  county  among  the  hills ;  there 
are  no  negro6s  in  it  and  they  don't  want  any.  There  is  more  prejudice  against  the 
negroes  in  those  regions  than  elsewhere.  I  heard  about  a  reported  embezzlement  in 
Jefferson  County.  Just  before  I  left  the  superintendent  of  education  said  that  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Lovell  ran  away  from  that  county  with  the  school  funds,  and  his  secor- 
ities,  who  were  republicans,  had  been  down  to  Montgomery  to  try  to  compromise  their 
liabilities  with  the  State.  He  told  mo  if  it  was  necessary  ho  would  furnish  a  certifi- 
cate to  that  effect. 

Question.  Did  ho  report  that  ho  had  been  run  away  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  he  had  been  driven  away  by  the  democrats. 

Question.  What  raee  or  party  is  it  in  your  State  which  famishes  the  greatest  number 
of  criminals  relatively  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  say,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  what  the  proportion  is,  bnt 
taking  the  town  of  Montgomery,  I  think  the  average  in  our  Jail  is  about  forty  blacks 
to  three  or  five  wliites.  Our  law  firm  does  almost  all  the  criminal  practice  there ;  there 
are  three  of  us  in  1  lie  firm.  I  am  satisfied  that  in  the  State  of  Alabama  there  have 
been  two  white  men  shot  by  negroes  where  there  has  been  one  negro  shot  by  a  white 
man.  I  give  thai  n^s  my  opinion ;  I  may  be  wrong.  At  least  I  could  safely  say  that 
there  are  two  outrages  by  the  blacks  to  one  by  the  whites.  We  cannot  raise  a  turkey, 
chicken,  or  a  hog.  i*;anters  of  Montgomery,  who  before  the  war  used  to  raise  bac<»i 
at  5  cents  a  i>ouud,  liavo  actually  had  to  kill  tlieir  shoats,  and  in  some  instances,  evety 
sow  they  1^,  in  consequence  of  the  stealing  by  the  negroes ;  and  wo  now  liavo  w 
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ay  25  cents  for  bacon.    We  dare  not  turn  stock  out  at  all.    One  man,  within  a  mile  of 
ontgomery,  had  either  three  out  of  five  or  five  out  of  seven  cows  killed.  / 

QueatUm.  Are  you  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  radical  leaders  in  your  State,  black 
and  white  t 
Answer.  I  reckon  I  have  the  best  knowledge :  it  is  impossible  to  know  most  of  them. 
QuesltoH.  What  is  your  information  in  regard  to  them  ? 

Answer,  As  a  general  rule  they  are  very  bad  stock.  Lieutenant  Governor  Apple<;ate, 
I  beheve,  was  m>m  Ohio.  He  held  a  position  in  the  custom-house  at  Mobile.  He  is 
dead,  and  it  is  generally  understood  that  his  last  request  was  to  be  taken  home  to  be 
buried.  He  was  taken  home.  The  speaker  of  the  last  house  of  representatives  of  Ala- 
bama, Mr.  Harrington,  came  to  Mobile  very  poor,  from  the  Northwest  somewhere.  He 
was  never  a  soldier  that  we  know  of.    He  is  now  very  rich. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  How  long  ago  since  he  went  to  Mobile  ? 

Answer,  Since  the  war.  Just  after  the  war  he  was  charged  with  running  free  negroes 
into  Cuba.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  true  or  not.  The  present  sheriff  of  Mont- 
gomery County  showed  me  a  reward  offered  for  him,  from  what  purported  to  be  a 
northwestern  paper,  on  a  charge  of  bank  robbery. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

QuesH&n.  What  are  Ms  initials  ? 
Anstcer,  I  cannot  call  them. 

By  Mr.  Stevensok  : 

Question,  What  is  the  sheriff's  name  f 

Answer,  Barber.  He  requested  me  to  say  nothing  about  it  lest  Harrington  should  get 
away.  He  said  he  was  going  for  him  that  night ;  that  he  had  his  accomplice  in  jail 
and  the  accomplice  said  Harrington  was  the  *man.  The  description  he  showed  me  was 
life-like. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 

Question,  Could  not  be  mistaken  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  a  man  of  marked  physique.  I  did  not  give  this  iDformation  at  the 
time  to  any  of  my  law  partners,  but  they  smiled  when  I  told  them  that  Harrington 
would  pay  more  reward  to  Barber,  and  we  would  never  hear  of  it  again.  And  we  never 
did  hear  of  it  till  we  published  it  in  the  last  campaign,  to  which  Harrington,  who  still 
lives  there,  made  no  response  whatever.  I  have  published  a  good  deal  about  him  and 
I  am  confident  that  was  included  in  it.  Colonel  Thomas  H.  Hemdon,  a  prominent  law- 
yer of  Mobile^  said  to  me  that  a  friend  of  his,  a  reliable  mau,  told  him  tbat 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  His  name  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  call  his  name  now ;  he  will  give  it.  He  says  his  friend  saw  Har- 
rington,  during  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  at  which  he  presided,  take  a  crowd 
off  to  drink  champagne  at  a  bar-room  known  as  the  Rialto,  in  Montgomery,  and  when 
remonstrated  with  for  his  extravagance  he  ran  his  hand  in  his  pocket  and  pulled  oat 
seventeen  $100  bills,  with  the  remark  that  he  could  afford  it  as  he  had  made  that  much 
in  one  day  in  engineering  a  bill  through  the  house. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Did  you  make  that  charge. in  your  paper  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  I  think  it  is  all  there.  I  will  send  the  committee  the  papers.  ^Ir. 
Eogene  Beebe,  of  Montgomery,  whose  father  is  a  Methodist  preacher  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  stated  to  me  that  he  paid  Harrington  either  ^00  or  $600—1  believe  it  was 
$600 — ^to  advocate  a  lottery  charter  before  the  house  of  which  he  was  speaker.  He  said, 
fhrthermore,  that  he  approached  a  ^eat  many,  if  not  every  republican  in  the  house, 
and  there  was  but  one  man  that  hesitated  about  a  bribe  in  that  same  measure!  and  he 
waa  a  ne^o  from  Mobile,  now  dead,  but  that  he  finally  took  $50.  But  he  said  there 
was  one  <ud  white  fellow  who,  when  he  took  the  $50,  said :  "  I  will  pay  you  this  back,  this 
is  borrowed  money ;"  but  he  never  paid  it  back.  That  is  the  nearest  approach  ho  found 
to  honesty  in  any  member  of  that  legislature. 

Question.  Did  the  bill  pass  ? 

Answer,  Oh,  yes ;  and  they  have  made  a  great  deal  of  money  under  it — grown  rich* 
Mr.  Beebe  has  lived  there  over  twenty  years.  Well,  that  is  the  speaker  of  the  house. 
A  large  mjgority  of  the  entire  body  arc  as  destitute  of  moral  character  and  social  posi- 
tion. 

By  Mr.  Bl.ur  : 

Question,  Were  many  measures  of  that  description  passed  f 

Answe)',  Yes,  sir.    There  was  one  huge  swindle  which  has  been  published  to  the  world 
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Ex-Governor  Patton,  a  Douglas  man,  whose  disabilitiee  I  believe  have  been  removed, 

Snblished,  jost  before  the  last  election;  that  while  in  Boston  some  of  the  pilrties  to  tlie 
Jabama  and  Chattanooga  Bailroad,  known  as  the  Stanton  road,  upbraided  him  for 
allowing  tiieir  charter  to  cost  the  company  |200;000. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

QuestUm.  Beproached  him  for  allowini^  it  while  he  was  governor  ? 
Annoer,  No ;  I  am  not  sore  that  Smith  was  governor.    But  they  made  Patton  a 
director  and  vice-president,  I  believe,  but  he  being  an  honorable  man  quit  them. 
QueetUm.  At  any  rate  thoy  claimed  that  that  is  what  the  charter  cost  them  t 
Amicer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QucitUm,  Through  what  legislature  ? 

Answer,  The  radical  legislature,  before  the  last.  George  Holmes,  banker  of  the  firm 
of  Holmes  <&  Goldtwaite,  says  that  the  night  either  the  charter  or  the  appropriation  of 
bonds  for  the  Stanton  road  was  pending,  the  president  of  the  North  and  South  road 
^m  Montgomery  to  Decatur  called  on  him  for  $10,000,  saying  that  John  Hardy,  a 
republican  senator  from  Dallas  County,  formerly  Marshall  of  the  United  States  for  Al- 
abama, since  the  war,  had  agreed  to  put  his  bill  through,  or  to  let  his  road  off  with 
$25,000.  It  was  a  sort  of  omnibus  bill,  and  the  rascal  now  demanded  $10,000  more 
that  he  would  have  to  pay  out,  and  he  loaned  him  the  money.  •This  feet  was  also  pub- 
lished by  me  in  the  last  campaign  between  Lindsay  and  Smith.  J.  P.  Stowe,  pre- 
sent republican  senator  from  Montgomery,  says — and  this  has  also  been  published— 
that  from  his  best  information  John  Hardy  carried  off,  the  night  the  legislature  ad- 
journed, $150,000,  but  that  it  was  not  all  his;  that  he  had  collected  some  for  the  men 
which  had  not  been  paid  over. 

Question,  The  judges  of  all  your  courts,  I  believe,  were  elected  at  the  time  the  present 
constitution  was  voted  down  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  very  generally;  the  circuit  judges  were  elected  and  every  one  of 
them  is  a  republican.    The  supreme  judges  are  elected  by  the  legislature. 

QutsUon,  These  judges  were  elected  at  the  time  the  miyority  of  the  people  refrained 
fjrom  voting! 

Answer,  Well,  I  cannot  say  all  of  them  were ;  the  supreme  judges  and  chancellors 
were  chosen  since  by  the  legislature. 

Question,  By  the  legislature  chosen  at  that  election  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Hence  they  are  all  republicans? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  all  that  I  know.  Where  vacaucies  have  occurred  in  the  counties 
they  have  put  in  democrats. 

Question,  In  all  cases  f 

Answer,  Where  they  have  had  the  majority.  There  are  very  few  democratic  oflScers 
of  any  kind  in  Alabama,  except  the  lieutenant  governor,  secretary  of  state,  and  treas- 
urer. 

Question,  How  are  the  probate  judges  and  county  clerks  elected  t 

Answer,  By  the  people,  when  they  voted  on  the  constitution. 

Question,  The  probate  judge,  sheriff,  and  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  in  each  county, 
had  the  appointment  of  the  election  officers  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  All  these  officers  were  elected  in  1868,  at  the  time  the  constitution  was 
rejected? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  all  the  county  officers  were  elected  at  that  time,  I  believe. 

Question,  So  that  the  officers  who  appointed  your  judges  of  election,  at  the  last  elec- 
tion, were  generally  republicans? 

Answer,  Kearly  eveiy  one  of  them. 

Question,  Who  appoints  the  re^strar  of  the  votes  f 

Answer,  The  judge  of  probate  I,  believe.  The  republican  party  appointed  all  at  the 
last  election. 

Question,  So  that  the  machinery  of  the  election  was  all  in  the  hands  of  the  repabUoan 
party  at  the  last  election  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  the  machinery  of  the  counties  is  now ;  the  chancellors,  oironit 
Judges,  sheriffs,  judges  of  probate,  county  commissioners,  are  nearly  all  now  repnbU- 
can,  notwithstanding  we  have  a  democratic  majority.    Their  terms  have  not  expired. 

Question,  Have  the  school  superintendents  power  to  assess  taxes  for  school  purposes  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  How  is  the  school  fund  raised? 

Answer,  There  is,  I  believe,  a  three  per  cent,  fund,  that  the  schools  got  before  the 
war.  Then  the  constitution  provides  that  one-fifth  of  the  entire  revenue  shall  go  to 
the  school  fund.  But  the  late  superintendents  of  education  have,  in  many  cases,  em- 
bezzled it,  and  some  have  run  off— both  sons  of  the  former  superintendent  of  education 
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at  Montgoipery  (Dr.  Cloud)  havo  mn  away.  Colonel  Hodgson^  present  snperintend- 
ent,  Bays  there  are  $50,000  ot  $60,000  in  the  hands  of  the  repiri}bc£»i  sapenntendents 
that  have  been  embezzled  or  not  accounted  for,  and  he  spoke  to  our  firm  about  suing 
for  it.  A  school-teacher  in  Montgomery  came  to  me  and  said  that  a  former  superin- 
tendent in  Moiftcomery  had  his  money,  and  would  not  pay  it  over.  Then,  Mr.  Lovell 
has  run  away  witn  the  funds,  and  his  bondsmen  have  been  trying  to  compromise  their 
liabilities. 

QuesHon,  Is  there  any  plan  by  which  the  negro  vote  is  controlled  by  the  repub- 
licans f 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  the  Loyal  Leagues  and  their  counselors  resort  to  all  sorts  of  de- 
vices, according  to  circumstances.  For  instance,  they  have  commenced  the  campaign 
in  Montgomery  for  the  election  of  sheriff  and  tax  collector  in  November  next.  Last 
week  I  was  informed  that  Sheriff  Barber  and  Mr.  Cofi&n — both  republicans — ^went  out 
to  a  negro-baptizing  about  five  miles  from  town,  took  a  bottle  of  whisky,  lot  the  ne- 
groes drink  first,  and  then  they  drank.  They  go  around  to  all  the  negro  picnics  culti- 
vating the  negro.  They  havia  them  at  their  houses,  and  they  have  music— so  it  is  re- 
ported and  not  contradicted.  The  wife  of  one  of  them  performs  on  the  piano  for  politi- 
cal effect,  it  is  said.  The  prospective  candidate  dines  them  at  his  house,  and  they  re- 
sort to  secret  councils.  t 

QueetUm,  Is  there  any  sentiment  in  your  State  among  the  white  people  against  set- 
tlers from  other  parts  of  the  country  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  are  very  much  in  need  of  good  men  from  all  parts  of  the  world ; 
we  offer  every  inducement  to  get  them,  and  when  one  comes  in  we  take  him  by  the 
hand  and  encourage  him— treat  him  well.  I  have  never  heard  of  one  in  the  county  of 
Montgomery  being  interfered  with  by  a  neighbor.  We  need  population  and*  capital, 
and  our  people  are  trying  to  form  copartnerships  with  people  at  the  North  who  have 
capital.    Instead  of  being  prejudiced  against  their  coming  we  are  in  favor  of  it. 

Question.  How  is  the  epithet  carpet-bagger,  which  is  so  odious,  applied,  and  to  whom 
do  you  apply  it  ? 

Answer.  If  a  man  should  come  there  and  invest  $100,000,  and  in  the  next  year  should 
seek  the  hiffhest  oCBces,  by  appealing  to  the  basest  prejudices  of  an  ignorant  race,  we 
would  call  him  a  political  carpet-bagger.  But  if  he  followed  his  legitimate  business, 
took  his  chances  with  the  I'est,  behaved  himself,  and  did  not  stir  up  strife,  we  would  call 
Mm  a  gentleman.  General  Warner  bought  land  ;  I  fixed  some  titles  for  him,  and  I  as- 
sured him  that  when  men  came  there  to  take  their  chances  with  us  for  life,  we 
would  take  them  by  the  hand.  But  we  found'out  his  designs.  Before  his  seat  in  Ohia 
had  got  cold,  he  was  running  the  negro  machine  among  us  to  put  himself  in  office. 
Hence  we  call  that  carpet-bagging,  where  a  person  comes  among  us  and  tries  to  do 
something  which  he  could  not  do  in  the  North  before  the  war.  If  I  had  gone  to  the 
North  and  set  myself  up  as  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator,  I  would  have  been 
ridiculed.  I  could  not  have  attained  that  position  in  twenty  years.  It  is  worth  the  effort 
of  twenty  years  to  attain.  But  he  came  just  after,  if  not  before,  lus  senatorial  term  in 
Ohio  expired,  and,  by  ringing  in  with  the  negroes,  attained  that  position.  Our  present 
governor,  Lindsay,  is  from  Scotland,  and  has  been  among  us  about  twenty  years.  He 
married  Qovemor  Winston's  sister.  Judge  Goldthwaite  was  born  in  Boston,  and  his 
wife  is  a  nefir  relative  of  Mr.  Wallach,  of  this  city ;  his  mother  was  English,  and  his 
brothers  and  sisters  are  Northerners.  We  long  ago  made  him  supreme  court  judge,  and 
now  we  have  made  him  senator. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

QuesiUm.  How  long  has  Miv  Goldthwaite  been  there  ? 

Answer.  Thirty-five  years,  I  reckon. 

Question.  Before  the  war  there  was  no  such  term  as  carpet-bagger  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  such  character  before  the  war.  We  were  States  with  equal 
rights  and  privileges,  regulating  our  own  institutions,  and  nobody  could  have  carpet- 
bagged  over  us  in  that  way. 

Question.  You  are  not  a  native  of  Alabama  ?   . 

Answer.  I  am  a  native  of  Georgia. 

Question.  Does  the  term  carpet-bagger  apply  to  a  man  coming  from  Georgia  to  Ala- 
bama? 

Answer.  Yes,  ho  would  be  a  Georgia  carpet-bagger,  if  he  came  in  the  same  way.  We 
set  down  our  own  people  who  act  that  way  as  the  meanest. 

Question.  You  call  them  scalawags  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  wo  have  less  confidence  in  them  than  in  carpet-baggers. 

Quesiion.  If  a  man  should  come  from  Georgia  and  act  badly,  would  you  call  him  a 
scalawag  or  carpet-bagger  t 

Answer.  Scalawag ;  southern  men  we  call  scalawags.  The  name  originated  in  a  fel- 
low being  kicked  by  a  sheep  so  that  he  died.  He  said  he  didn't  mind  being  killed,  but 
he  hated  the  idea  of  being  kicked  to  death  by  the  meanest  wether  in  the  whole  fiock — 
the  scaly  sheep.    Wo  mean  by  scalawag  a  meaner  man  than  a  carpet-bagger. 
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QuesiUm.  The  superlative  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.     # 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qttestion,  You  know  Governor  Parsons  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  at  one  time  acting  with  the  conservative  party  ? 

Answer.  He  was  an  old-line  whig  up  to  Buchanan's  election,  when  he  joined  the  demo- 
crats, giving  as  his  reason  that  as  the  whigs  could  not  elect  their  candidates  tbey 
4>ught  to  help  defeat  the  black  republican  party.  I  believe  he  voted  for  Buchwian.  In 
the  next  race  he  voted  for  Douglas.  Ho  was  in  the  Alabama  legislature,  and  either 
introduced  or  voted  for  resolutions,  the  substance  of  which  was  this:  Invoking  the 
blessings  of  Heaven  on  the  head  of  Jefferson  Davis,  and  praying  that  God  would  spare 
him  to  consummate  his  holy  purposes.  Both  of  his  sons  were  in  the  confederate  army- 
one  before  he  was  liable  to  conscription,  if  not  both.  Jabez  L.  Curry  charged  Panons 
with  being  a  reconstructionist  or  disloyal  to  the  Government  toward  the  close  of  the 
war.  Young  Parsons,  who  is  a  spirited  boy,  was  so  indignant  at  the  charge  that  be 
shot  Curry  and  wounded  him.  Afterward  Dr.  Ware,  of  Montgomery,  an  old  mao, 
said  he  believed  Parsons  was  a  reconstructionist ;  that  was  the  last  year  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Poland,  (Chairman.)  Is  there  any  necessity  of  ffoine  into  thlsf 

Witness.  I  can  close  in  a  minute  by  saying  that  vfhen  Mr.  Norris  was  in  Congress, 
Governor  Parsons  told  Mr.  Barnes,  of  Alabama,  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  go 
over  to  the  other  side ;  that  he  had  heavy  claims  against  the  Department,  and  it  Tsas 
necessary  to  go  over  to  the  party  in  power  to  get  them  through. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QuesiUm.  Did  he  give  that  as  a  reason  for  becoming  a  republican ! 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  what  Mr.  Barnes  told  me. 
Question.  Is  it  not  generally  understood  to  be  the  fact  in  Alabama  ? 
Answer.  I  have  heard  it  spoken  of. 

Question.  Is  there  not  great  prejudice  against  him,  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  believe 
he  has  changed  his  politics  for  mercenary  purposes  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  What  is  the  position  of  the  democratic  party  in  your  State  on  the  subject 
of  the  education  of  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  They  are  most  decidedly  in  favor  of  it.  The  superintendent  of  education, 
Colonel  Hodgson  at  this  time,  is  a  democrat,  and  he  is  lanbring  with  a  great  deal  of 
zeal.  We  have  separate  schools,  but  he  gives  to  every  child  in  Alabama  aUke,  making 
no  distinction.  Just  as  I  was  leaving  he  sent  me  a  programme  of  the  State  edaca- 
tional  convention,  which  I  here  submit  to  the  committee,  in  which  I  am  announced  as 
^ne  of  the  speakers  on  the  occasion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Trump,  the  programme  was  ordered  to  be  incorporated  in  the 
testimony  as  follows : 

^*  Alabama  State  educational  conventiony  to  be  held  in  Montgomery,  Alabama,  July  18, 19,  and 

20. 1871. 

"  The  committee  of  arrangements  have  decided  upon  the  following  programmo  of 
exercises  for  the  Alabama  Staite  educational  convention,  which  convenes  Tuesday, 
July  18th : 

**  PROGRAMME. 

"  First  DXY—Tucsday,  July  18, 1871. 

"  10  a.  m. — Convention  assembles  at  the  hall  of  the  house  of  representatives,  Mont- 
gomery. Temporary  organization.  Committee  appointed  to  report  permanent  officers 
and  committees. 

"  10.30  a.  m. — Address  by  Rev.  B.  F.  Peters,  superintendent  of  Fayette  County.  Sub- 
ject :  *  The  public  school  system  of  Alabama.*  Debate :  ^  How  shall  our  system  of  public 
instruction  be  improved  V 

"afternoon  session. 

"  3  p.  m.— Report  of  committees  and  misceUaneous  business. 

"  4  p.  m. — Address  by  Rev.  Dr.  E.  Wadsworth,  of  Montgomery :  *  Education  of  morals.' 
Debate :  *  How  are  morals  best  taught  in  the  public  schools,  and  to  what  extent  should 
they  form  a  part  of  public  instruction  f  ^ 
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"evening  session. 

"  8.30  p.  m. — Address  by  Hon.  John  W.  A.  Sanford,  attorney  general.  Subject :  *  In- 
ilaence  of  literary  studies  upon  a  people.^  Debate :  *  What  should  bo  the  relative  scope 
of  classical  and  scientific  studies  f ' 

"Second  dav — Wednesday y  July  19. 

"  Convention  meets.  Address  by  Hon.  Jasmes  L.  Tait^  commissioner  of  industrial  re- 
sources :  '  The  necessity  of  technical  education  in  Alabama.'  Debate :  ^  How  far  should 
the  State  provide  for  edusation  in  the  applied  arts  and  sciences  f 

"11  a.  m. — ^Address  by  Gren.  James  H.  Clanton^  of  Montgomery:  ^The  education  of 
onr  colored  people.'  Debate :  *  What  is  our  duty  to  the  colored  race  in  the  matter  of 
tsdaeation  f ' 

"12^  .p.  m. — Miscellaneous  business. 

"afternoon  session. 

"  3  p.  m. — Reports  fh>m  committees  and  business. 

"  4  p.  m. — ^Address  by  Hon.  Martin  V.  Calvin,  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  commissioner  of 
jmblic  schools :  'Geography:  when  it  should  be  commenceid,  ana  how  taught.'  Dis- 
enssion  of  this  and  kmdred  subjects. 


(( 


evening  session. 


"  8.30  p.  m. — Address  by  General  John  B.  Gordon,  of  Georgia.  Subject :  *  Educa- 
tion at  the  South.'  Debate :  *  How  can  the  southern  people  be  aroused  to  the  necessity 
of  public  instruction  f 

"  Third  day— TAMraday,  July  20. 

"9  a.  m. — Report  of  committees  and  miscellaneous  business. 

"  10  a.  m. — ^Address  by  Jos.  Win.  Moses,  esq.,  of  Montgomery.  Subject :  *  The  Jew 
and  education.'  Debate :  ^  Should  the  public  school  fund  oe  apportioned  the  religious 
sects f 

"  12  m. — Address  by  Dr.  Jerome  Cochran,  of  Mobile,  professor  of  chemistry,  medical 
college  of  Alabama,  &c.,  &c.  Subject :  ^  The  medical  school  as  a  branch  of  onr  uni- 
versity.' ' 

"  1  p.  m. — Unfinished  business. 


It 
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"  3  p.  m. — Business.  Address  from  Captain  N.  C.  Cross,  Selma.  Subject :  *  The  public 
schools  of  Selma,  and  their  success.'  Debate :  *  How  can  the  school  fund  be  best  sup- 
plemented T' 


(( 
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"8.30  p.  m.— Address  from  Colonel  W*>  T.  Walthall,  Mobile :  '  Shall  we  follow  or  load.' 
Discussion  and  final  remarks  as  to  the  labors  of  the  convention. 

"  The  meetings  of  the  convention  will  be  held  at  the  hall  of  the  house  of  represent- 
atives, (capitol.) 

"  The  hospitalities  of  the  citizens  of  Montgomery  will  be  extended  to  the  members 
of  the  convention.  The  names  of  those  \Vho  propose  attending  should  bo  sent  in  ad- 
vance to  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  so  that  the  committee  upon  reception 
may  provide  for  their  accommodation. 

"  Ixee  return-tickets  over  all  the  railroads  will  be  furnished  as  usual  to  all  members 
by  the  secretary. 

"Not  more  than  ten  minutes  arc  expected  to  be  occupied  by  each  speaker  in  debate. 

"JOSEPH  HODGSON, 
'•  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Arrangements, 

"  J.  J.  Langiiam,  Sea^etary/' 

Question.  You  saj'  you  are  announced  to  speak  on  the  occasion? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  attended  the  first  examination  they  had  and  examined  the  classes 
in  person.  Since  then  I  have  received  no  invitation  to  examine  the  classes  publicly 
myself.  I  made  a  speech  in  reply  to  Senator  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  when  he  was 
there. 
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By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Who  gives  out  the  invitations  for  the  examinations  f 

Answer.  The  repablican  superintendent  invited  me  at  the  first  examination.  Since 
then  I  have  had  no  invitation,  thoueh  I  wanted  to  do  the  negroes  ffood ;  bat  they  have 
kept  as  shy  of  me  as  they  can.  I  have  subscribed  to  build  their  school-houses,  and 
other  democrats  generally  do  it. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  The  subscriptions  are  not  limited  to  you  t 

Anstcer,  Oh,  no,  sir;  subscriptions  for  churches  and  school-houses  are  eoing  around  all 
the  time.  I  helped  build  the  first  Baptist  church,  and  when  it  was  dedicated  to  be 
turned  over  to  tne  colored  people  a  white  minister  preached  the  sermon,  and  a  number 
of  white  ladies  went  to  attend  the  services.  Now  that  the  negro  is  a  voter  we  would 
rather  have  him  educated  and  intelligent.  We  do  not  think  he  will  steal  as  much. 
And  if  we  do  not  educate  him  he  will  go  back  to  barbarism.  In  the  interior  they  have 
got  snake  bones  and  such  things. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  These  are  olyects  of  worship  ? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir.  In  Lowndes  County  about  two  months  ago  they  killed  a  negro  boy 
about  twenty  years  old  for  bewitching  somebody  that  was  sick.  The  tendency  is  to 
go  back  to  barbarism,  and  but  for  contact  with  the  white  people  they  would  do  so  in 
any  country  in  the  world. 

Question.  Was  tbo  minister  who  preached  at  the  dedication  and  installation  of  hw 
negro  successor,  a  democrat  or  repubhcau  ? 

Anstcer.  A  democrat;  a  cbaplaiu  of  a  confederate  regiment. 

Question.    What  denomination  f 

Answer.  Bai)tist. 

By  Mr.  Blaih  . 

Question.  There  has  been  some  testimony  before  the  committee  in  reference  to  the 
burning  of  ne<^o  school-houses  and  churches ;  do  you  believe  there  are  any  respectable 
number  of  white  people  in  Alabama  who  would  countenance  such  things  f 

Answer.  There  is  not  a  gentleman  in  the  South,  or  lady,  who  would  do  it. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  such  occurrence  ? 

Answer.  I  can  call  to  mind  only  one.  Just  after  the  war'  two  men  were  charged  with 
burning  a  negro  school-house  in  Lowndes  County.  They  were  put  in  the  Montgomery 
jail  and  sent  for  me  to  defend  them.  I  recollect  expressing  myself  very  bitterly  against 
them,  if  guilty.  They  told  me  they  wei-e  innocent.  I  was  absent  at  the  trial,  but  they 
were  acquitted.  I  have  never  heard  of  any  negro  church  being  burned,' or  if  I  have  it 
has  escaped  my  memory.  We  have  bad  white  uoys  who,  as  in  old  time,  want  to  quit 
school,  and  would  burn  the  school-houses. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  public  opinion  in  any  county  in  your  State  would  tolerate 
such  a  thing  7 

Answer.  There  is  not  a  county  that  would  not  disgrace  a  man  who  would  own  or 
acknowledge  it. 

Question.  Would  not  the  act  be  punished  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  would  be  punished.  A  great  many  confederate  soldiers  are  teach- 
ing these  schools.  An  orderly  sergeant  of  mine  is  teaching ;  a  school-mate  of  mine 
also,  and  a  cousin  of  my  step-mother.  Th^  widow  of  a  soldier  who  fell  as  color-bearer 
caipe  to  me  to  know  what  to  do ;  she  was  weakly,  and  had  children  to  bring  up.  I  ad- 
vised her  to  take  a  negro  school.  She  consented^  and  I  got  a  scliool  for  her  to  teach. 
I  did  not  consult  anybody  as  to  the  propriety  of  it,  because  I  knew  it  was  right.  The 
next  day  I  met  twelve  prominent  men  and  stated  the  fact  to  them,  and  eleven  of  the 
twelve  said  I  had  dono  exactly  right ;  the  other  was  a  man  of  pretty  strong  prejudices. 
A  Catholic,  who  had  been  teaching  a  Catholic  school  in  Mobile,  came  to  mo  for  some- 
thing to  do.  Said  I,  '^  Go  and  teach  a  negro  school."  He  went  off,  and  the  next  time 
I  saw  him  he  had  a  negro  school.  The  teachers  are  resfKinsible  lor  what  prejjudices 
there  has  been  against  negro  schools.  For  instance,  there  is  a  negro  college  that  Isnh- 
scribed  money  to  help  inclose,  and  I  understand  Judge  Goldthwaite  gave  $500  worth 
of  land  for  it^  location.  I  told  the  mother  of  a  little  yellow  boy  living  on  mv  lot  to 
send  the  boy  to  the  school,  and  if  she  could  not  pay  I  would  pay  for  him  myself  I  at- 
tended the  examination.  I  was  told  by  people  tnat  they  had  aU  sorts  of  caricatures  to 
prejudice  the  negro  against  the  white  man — ^pictures  of  the  negro  as  a  slave  and  as  a 
freeman.  A  radical  delivered  an  address  reciting  the  wrongs  against  their  race.  Th^ 
school  was  under  radical  r<Sgime,  the  teachers  were  strangers  to  us,  and  it  was  a  politi- 
cal nursery  to  prejudice  the  race  against  us.  As  the  negroes  number  three  to  one 
white  person  among  us  it  is  a  very  serious  question.  What  prejudice  there  is  has  been 
created  in  that  way— creating  the  impression  that  we  are  their  enemies.  Every  effort  is 
made  to  prevent  our  harmonizing  with  them.    Just  after  the  war  there  was  a  large  bar- 
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becae  got  up  of  whites  and  blacks.  There  were  no  candidates  then ;  the  object  was  to 
harmonize  and  prevoit  a  war  of  races.  There  was  a  mean  Southern  white  man  who 
bad  turned  radical.  Before  that  I  had  had  as  a  military  officer  to  protect  the  negroes 
against  this  very  man.  He  told  the  negroes  that  the  whites  had  got  them  to  go  there 
to  poison  them.  We  had  two  lon^  tables ;  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  were  there,  and 
the  whites  were  going  to  march  in  to  one  table  and  the  negroes  the  otber.  But  the 
negroes  did  not  come,  and  I  had  to  go  back  up  town  among  them  and  make  a  speech, 
in  which  I  denouncea  this  fellow  for  getting  up  this  feeling.  After  awhile  we  got  one 
and  another  to  the  tables.  That  was  all  done  in  the  interest  of  peace.  This  worthless 
scamp  said  be  was  in  fayor  of  their  rights. 

QuesUon.  What  policy  would  be  best,  in  your  judgment,  to  be  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  benefit  both  races,  and  renew  the  good  feeling  of  the  Southern  people  toward 
the  Government  f 

Answer,  A  generous  policy.  If  we  felt  that  we  enjoyed  all  the  rights  and  immuni- 
ties of  Massachusetts  we  would  vie  with  that  State  in  devotion  to  tbe  Government. 
But  when  we  are  slaves  we  cannot  love  the  Government.  We  cannot  love  a  malad- 
ministration which  measures  a  man's  political  rights  by  his  political  opinions.  I 
beheve  this  is  the  only  Government  that  does  so.  For  instance.  Judge  Bice  has  been 
a  secessionist ;  I  have  fought  him  on  it  again  and  again.  Now  he  fincb  me  a  democrat 
and  I  find  him  a  radicaL  He  is  a  citizen ;  I  am  not.  He  did  all  he  could  to  break  up 
the  Government ;  I  to  save  it.  It  just  amounts  to  this.  It  is  the  only  country  in  the 
world  where  a  inan*s  rights  as  a  citizen  depend  upon  his  political  opinions.  If  I  say 
I  am  a  republican  my  shackles  fall  from  my  limbs  very  soon.  He  saia  he  was  a  repub- 
lican and  they  fell  from  his  limbs.  We  cannot  be  expected  to  love  an  administnsbtion 
that  treats  us  thus ;  that  puts  ignorant  negroes  over  us  and  tramples  under  foot  virtue, 
intellieenoe,  and  morality ;  that  forces  on  us  a  constitution  and  law-makers.  Very 
few  of  those  who  are  over  us  have  a  military  reputation,  but  thev  are  the  offscouring 
of  creation — political  and  military  squaws  from  all  parts  of  the  habitable  globe, 
including  the  Canadian  negroes. 

Qwsiion,  What  would.be  the  efiect  of  such  a  x>olicy  ? 

Antwer,  When  General  Grant  made  his  Southern  trip  both  parties  were  speakiug 
of  him  for  the  Presidency.  He  went  as  far  as  Memphis,  reported  all  quiet,  and  advisea 
mild  measures.  That  waked  a  very  cordial  response  in  our  hearts.  And  when  General 
Shaman  wrote  his  letter  the  other  day,  men  wnose  houses  had  been  burned  by  his  sol- 
diers said,  **  Let  us  go  for  Sherman ;  he  will  carry  the  Government  back  to  the  old  track, 
and  do  justice.''  If  a  generous  policy  was  pursued  these  foreign  intermeddlers  would 
leave  us,  and  the  two  races  would  get  along  very  well.  It  is  a  mistake  that  the  nefiro 
would  be  oppressed.  It  is  to  our  interest  to  keep  his  confidence.  We  have  no  other 
labor.  If  you  do  not  pay  him  this  year  for  his  work,  he  will  not  work  for  you  another 
year,  and  he  will  prcjuoice  every  other  negro  against  you.  Our  interest  is  mutual. 
They  need  our  superior  guidance  and  direction,  and  we  need  their  labor.  We  would  get 
along  well  if  we  were  let  alone.  But  there  are  a  few  men  who  sa^^to  him,  "Now 
you  watch  these  conservatives ;  they  will  put  you  back  into  slavery  it  they  can ;  they 
are  only  doing  you  kindnesses  to  get  your  votes."  That  influence  renders  us  power- 
lessj  exasperates  the  ne^ro,  keeps  up  strife,  and  perpetuates  antagonism,  which  is 
against  our  wishes  and  interest.  The  disabilities  are  very  galling  to  our  people.  Not 
that  our  leading  men  want  office  ;  very  few  of  them  do.  There  was  no  scramble  of  our 
leading  men  auer  the  war.  We  want  to  build  up  our  waste  places,  and  retrieve  our 
lost  fortunes.  But  the  people  demand  the  services  of  our  best  men,  and  cannot  get 
them.  It  not  only  makes  the  men  who  are  under  disabilities,  but  those  who  are  not, 
complain  and  chafe  that  they  cannot  send  good  men  to  the  le^slature  or  Congress. 

Quation,  You  lose  the  services  of  your  best  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  House  is  composed  almost  exclusively  of  young  men  without 
Ic^lative  experience.  There  was  not  one  old  leader,  not  one  experienced  directing 
mind  in  that  body,  though  there  were  some  very  promising  men.  Hence  the  interest  of 
the  State  suffers.  And  let  me  say  in  this  connection  that  it  there  should  be  a  foreign  war 
H  would  be  a  very  singular  proposition  to  call  upon  a  man  to  fight  for  his  country  while 
you  keep  him  in  chains  and  do  not  allow  him.the  privileges  oi  his  former  slaves.  It  is 
not  animosity  against  the  Government,  but  to  maKO  a  man  love  his  country  you  must 
^  7e  him  the  rights  of  every  other  citizen  of  the  country.  If  that  was  done  and  there 
should  be  a  foreign  war,  our  people  would  respond  with  alacrity ;  would  vie  with  the 
North  in  patriotism,  as  they  did  in  the  revolutionary  war,  the  war  of  1812,  and  the 
Mexican  war.  But  they  would  not  want  to  go  into  battle  as  inferiors.  This  is  a  con- 
stant source  of  irritation. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Qiceflioii.  I  will  ask  you  whether  or  not,  as  chairman  of  the  democratic  central  com- 
mittee of  Alabama,  it  was  either  required  or  was  the  habit  of  th^  pe<^]e,  to  send  to 
you  r^)orts  of  such  outnu^es  as  were  alleged  to  be  committed  in  dinerent  parts  of  the 
State,  so  as  to  get  at  the  racts  f 
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Answer.  Yes,  bIt;  they  did  not  do  so  in  all  cases^  but  that  was  the  role.  Sereraf 
times  we  were  written  to.  For  instance,  in  Elmore  Conntv  there  wonld  be  some  dan- 
der published,  and  they  would  write  to  me,  saying,  ^^  Tell  Governor  Smith  (or  Parsons) 
to  pay  no  attention*to  if 

Question.  The  habit  was  to  report  the  facts  t 

Answer.  Tee,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  you  are  as  fully  advised  in  regard  to  the  conditioD  of 
the  State  as  any  other  person  in  Alabama? 

Answer.  Without  arrogating  anything  to  myself,  I  think  I  know  more  about  it  t^iaa 
any  man  in  Alabama.  I  have  lived  there  thirty-seven  years,  and  have  berai  a  most 
active  man  ^elonged  to  the  old  whig  party,  and  belong  now  to  the  democratic. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  effect  or  the  action  taken  by  the  Northern  Methodist 
church  preachers  upon  your  population,  in  regard  to  the  church  or  church  govern- 
ment t 

Anstver.  Well,  sir^  I  could  not  go  into  particulars  further  than  I  have.  They  go  there 
in  a  twofold  capacity ;  they  profess  to  be  emissaries  of  Christ,  and  they  seem  to  be 
emiBsaries  also  of  the  radical  party ;  they  preach  their  religion  and  their  politics  at 
the  saine  time.  That  is  the  general  belief  there.  There  are  not  many  of  them,  how- 
ever. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Lakin  ;  if  so,  what  is  his  character  so 
far  as  you  liave  heard  it  spoken  oft 

Answer .  He  is  a  man  of  very  bad  character.  I  would  not  know  him  if  I  were  to  see 
him.    He  was  notorious  there  as  a  mischiei-maker  and  a  stirrer  up  of  strife. 

Question.  A  man  of  notoriously  bad  character  t 

Ansicer.  I  would  say  so.  1  never  knew  of  his  stealing  anything  or  killing  anybody, 
but  I  speak  of  his  geueral  reputiition  as  a  mischief  maker. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  effect  upon  the  negro  population  of  the  political  excite- 
ments— warnings,  threats,  and  promises,  made  to  them  f  What  has  been  the  effect 
upon  their  labor  and  their  advancement  as  a  people! 

Answer.  It  has  been,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  paralyze  their  labor.  There  are  great 
droves  of  them  in  every  city  and  villa^  attending  political  meetings.  It  is  a  wonder 
how  they  live.  But  they  are  now  losing  their  confidence  in  their  leaders  very  much ; 
gradually  their  leaders  are  losing  their  hold  on  them. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  promises  made  to  them  of  land,  mules,  and  other 
property,  if  they  voted  the  republican  ticket,  and  of  threats  to  be  put  back  into  slaveqr 
if  they  aid  not  f    How  far  have  they  been  influenced  by  such  promises  and  threats  f 

Ansvcer.  They  have  been  influenced  greatly  by  threats  and  promises.  The  general 
impression  among  them  unmistakably  was  that  if  the  democrats  g|et  into  tk>wot  they 
would  be  pat  back  into  slavery.  The  more  ignorant  believed  this,  but  they  all  be- 
lieved that  they  would  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  voting.  That  accounted  for  their 
voting  in  such  a  solid  body. 

Question.  Were  there  any  promises  made  to  them  of  land  f 

Answer.  Oh,  yes. 

Question.  What  was  the  general  character  of  that  promise  f 

Answer.  Forty  acres  and  a  mule.  A  man  went  to  a  big  meeting  with  a  lot  of  painted 
pegs  which  he  offered  for  sale  at  a  dollar  a  piece.  He  said  all  they  had  to  do  was  to 
stick  them  down  and  get  them  forty  acres  of  land. 

Question.  United  States  pegs  t 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  to  pay  $4  for  four  pegs,  select  their  land,  walk  so  many 
stops  cast,  west,  north,  and  south,  put  down  the  pegs  at  the  four  comers,  and  they  got 
a  title  from  the  United  States  Government  to  the  tforty  acres.  In  one  place  he  sold  two 
hundred  of  these  pecs.  We  heard  of  this  in  more  instances  than  one.  Major  Pierce 
told  uio  he  witnessed  it. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Questson.  Did  you  hear  the  politics  of  the  man  who  sold  the  pegs  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.    1  have  heard  of  their  getting  halters  to  take  their  mules  home. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  These  promises  of  course  x»roved  false ;  what  was  the  effect  upon  the  negro 
of  these  broken  promises  ? 

Ansujer.  Many  of  them  say  they  will  not  trust  them  any  longer,  and  when  they  want 
assistance  they  come  to  Southern  white  men.  In  Alabama  tnere  are  not  to-day  3,000 
republican  white  men  of  all  sorts,  in  my  opinion.  General  Grant  got  about  8,000  white 
votes,  but  I  do  not  think  Govemo.?  Smith  got  that  number.  There  is  a  great  change 
going  on.  The  democrats  own  999  acres  out  of  every  1,000.  They  are  the  only  men 
that  can  help  the  negro  much:  they  are  assisting  them,  and  when  the  negroes  come 
for  help  they  seem  gr^tlv  mortified. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  well-known  trait  of  the  negro  character  that  when  you  make 
promises  and  break  them,  he  will  not  trust  you  thereafter  ? 
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Answer,  Yes,  »r ;  be  learns  slowly  bat  sureiy,  and  wben  be  loees  confidence  in  you, 
yoQ  oMmo^  easily  restore  it. 

QMffkNi.  Sometbing  was  said  t^bont  tbe  falling  off  of  tbe  vote  of  the  negro  in  Entaw, 
for  Major  Hays  j  do  ^ron  know  of  any  reasons  why  tbat  should  be  otherwise  thui  by 
force,  miady  or  intimidation  f 

Anmcer,  I  can  tell  you  why  it  fell  off  in  several  cases :  Migor  Hays  was  known  in 
Alabama  as  the  most  cruel  master  that  over  lived  in  that  country  before  and  during 
the  war ;  and  it  is  common  reputation  that  he  gave  orders  to  the  negroes  for  their  ser- 
vices upon  men  who  never  paid  them. 

Question,  Did  not  this  account  sufficiently  for  their  refVisal  to  vote? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  these  things  were  known  and  our  party  circulated  them  over  the 
(HsMct.  And  another  thing,  the  radical  attorney-general,  Joshua  Mowers,  went  into 
the  jail  and  whipped  a  negro  on  suspicion  of  having  waylayed  and  whipped  his  wife's 
brother.  I  published  that  all  over  tne  State  last  campaign,  and  it  is  known  to  every- 
body. The  case  came  up  before  the  court,  and  it  was  proved  that  he  took  a  common 
handsaw  and  whipped  him,  and  then  salted  him  down.  When  he  ran  for  attorney- 
general  and  was  elected,  that  was  not  generally  known  among  the  negroes,  but  in  the 
last  election  he  was  beaten,  and  Hays's  mtgority  was  reduced.  The  radical  marshal  of 
Montgomery  was  professionally  a  negro  hunter — made  his  living  by  it.  The  present 
radical  chancelor  in  Montgomery  voted  for  a  bill  to  make  every  free  negio  in  Ala- 
bama, before  the  war,  a  slave  or  leave  the  State.  Negroes  that  I  tried  to  defend  were 
put  into  slavery,  and  had  to  choose  masters.  I  was  opposed  to  the  bill ;  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  voted  njion  it  or  not.  I  told  this  upon  him  in  a  speech  which  was  published. 
Here  are  these  cruel  men,  every  one  of  them  was  in  the  confederate  army,  and  after 
the  war  they  just  went  in  for  the  spoils  and  good  offices.  These  things  1  published ; 
the  negro  cannot  read,  but  as  far  as  I  could  get  his  ear  I  sought  to  make  them  known. 

Question,  These  are  the  causes  for  the  falling  off  of  the  vote  t 

Anstcer,  That  was  one  of  -the  prime  causes. 

Question,  Whatever  may  be  the  law  of  Alabama  as  to  the  right  of  a  man  to  challenge 
a  voter,  what  is  the  practical  effect  of  it  ?    Does  anybody  dare  to  challenge  a  man  f 

Ansu:er,  I  never  have  seen  one  challenged.  It  is  $500  tmo  and  imprisonment,  I  think, 
for  interfering  in  the  elections,  and  we  have  negro  juries,  radical  sheriffs  and  clerks. 
I  adilressed  one  jury  of  eleven  ignorant  negroes  and  one  white  man.  If  that  party 
could  get  any  hold  upon  a  man  for  violation  of  the  election  law,  they  would  certainly 
convict  him. 

Quotum,  The  practical  operation  of  the  law  is,  as  I  understand  it,  that  a  man 
dare  not  open  his  mouth,  and  the  vote  goes  unchallenged  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  does  go  unchallenged.  ' 

Question,  Have  you  any  security  at  all  in  your  elections  from  a  man  voting  just  as 
ollen  as  he  pleases  f 

Answer,  No^  sir  j  it  is  even  held  by  the  best  lawyers  of  our  State  that  if  you  catch  a 
man  voting  four  times  or  more  you  cannot  convict  him.  In  Mobile  they  stuck  fish- 
hooks in  tne  coat  of  every  negro  that  voted,  and  when  he  came  to  another  poll  witn 
the  fish-hook  in  his  clothes  there  was  a  fellow  to  recognize  lum  and  threaten  to  nab 
him.  The  ne^ro  would  see  that  he  was  known  and  expect  some  punishment.  But, 
after  an  exammation  of  the  law,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  best  lawyers  that  it  was  framed 
purposely  so  that  you  cannot  convict. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question,  You  were  in  Montgomery  at  the  time  legal  proceeding  was  instituted  on 
behalf  of  Governor  Lindsay  to  recover  the  books  and  papers  of  the  office  ? 

Answer,  I  was;  was  an  adviser  of  Governor  Lindsay  and  was  present  at  the  trial. 

Question,  The  trial  occupied  several  days  f 

Answer,  One  day  and  part  of  another. 

Question,  What  was  the  demonstration  at  the  court;  was  there  a  great  crowd  there  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  as  orderly  and  quiet  as  you  ever  saw.  U  be  crowd  was  not 
brought  there  for  violent  purposes,  for  every  good  man  counseled  moderation.  'J'here 
was  no  preparation  for  violence. 

Question,  It  was  a  matter  of  great  interest  f 

Answer,  It  was;  and  it  was  a  matter  of  surprise  that  they  should  cluim  the  office. 

Question,  Were  you  a  close  observer  of  the  proceedings  f 

Answer,  I  was. 

Question,  Did  you  observe  a  large  number  of  people  armed  t 

Answer,  No,  sir;  on  the  contrary,  I  saw  but  one  pistol  during  the  entire  proceeding, 
and  that,  in  my  opinion,  'was  to  assassinate  me  in  the  back.  Brainerd,  the  radical  cir- 
cuit clerk,  who  paid  me  $400  to  defend  him  for  killing  his  brother-in-law,  took  a  seat 
just  opposite  me  as  I  sat  on  the  steps,  while  the  lieutenant  governor  was  counting  the 
\vote  on  the  speaker's  stand.  I  noticed  that  as  I  changed  about  he  changed.  I  went 
down  into  the  secretary  of  State's  office ;  there  a  gentleman  came  to  me  and  said,  "  You 
watch  Brainerdf  heis  following  you  about  all  the  time.''    I  started  to  go  back;  as  I 
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did  60  I  met  him  again.  He  had  a  cloak  around  him.  From  the  way  hie  held  hU  haod 
and  arm  I  thought  he  had  a  pistol.  I  j  umped  and  j  erked  his  coat  open,  and  theiie  unto' 
his  arm  was  a  revolver,  in  fact,  outside  of  his  coat. 

Question.  If  there  was  an  unusual  crowd  of  strangers  on  that  occasion,  what  was  the 
cause  of  that  influx;  was  there  any  public  meeting  f 

Anttoer.  That  was  an  exciting  time,  but  there  was  no  demonstration  whatever  and 
no  disrespect  shown  to  Governor  Smith. 

Qic«9^fi.  Nobody  armed  f 

AMwer,  Nobody ;  if  there  were,  I  should  have  seen  them.  I  do  not  recollect  seeing 
but  this  one,  who  denied  it  when  I  took  the  pistol  ii-om  him.  I  told  him  if  I  caught 
him  following  me  again  I  would  shoot  him. 

Question,  What  would  be  the  be.0t  means  of  arriving  at  the  facts  in  this  wide-^sead 
examination;  for  this  committee  to  go  South  and  make  the  investigation  in  the  aevenu 
localities,  or  to  hold  their  sittings  here? 

Answer.  It  would  be  much  better  to  go  South,  because  there  you  could  take  up  charge 
after  charge  in  the  different  localities. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  You  say  your  taxes  were  increased  for  school  purposes  ? 

Ansioer.  Tes,  sir ;  in  part  for  schools,  but  not  for  schools  alone.  We  had  a  school 
fund  before,  but  it  was  increased  so  as  to  make  it  one-fifth  of  the  entire  revenue.  That 
would  treble  our  taxes. 

Q,uestion.  There  is  a  considerable  appropriation  for  railroads? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  did  not  do  anything  for  railroads  out  of  this  fund.  The  rail- 
road companies  pay  interest  on  the  bonds,  except  $250,000  paid  by  Governor  lanclsi^, 
and  I  thiuk  he  issued  newbonds  to  pay  that. 

Question.  Your  State  has  paid  nothing,  then,  for  railroads  up  to  this  time  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  she  has  paid  anything  out  of  the  taxes ;  she  has  in  bonds. 
Superintendent  Hodgson  told  me  the  school-fund  was  $150,000  behind,  and  he  was 
amiid  he  would  have  to  suspend  his  schools  if  he  could  not  arrange  to  raise  the  money. 

Question.  The  tax-bill  proper  is  much  less  in  amount  than  it  was  before  f 

Answer.  It  was  one-quarter  of  one  per  cent.,  now  it  is  three-quarters. 

Question.  What  was  the  tax  before  the  war  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  was  one-quart«r  of  one  per  cent. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  aggregate  amount  raised  now  T 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  You  had  a  provisionai  governor  after  the  war? 

Answer.  We  had  Provisional  Governor  Parsons ;  then  we  elected  Governor  PattoQ 
and  a  white  legislature.  That  legislature  made  the  tax  one-quarter  of  one  per  cent 
The  next  legislature  increased  it  to  three-quarters.  Our  county  tax  in  MontgoaMiy 
has  been  nearly  quadrupled  in  three  or  four  years. 

Quesftion.  Your  supreme  court  is  a  court  of  appeal,  is  it  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  sometimes  exercises  jurisdiction  in  hoheas  corpus  cases. 

Question.  What  is  the  character  of  it  for  capacity  ? 

Ansioer.  It  is  fair.  Chief  Justice  Peck  stood  high  as  a  lawyer ;  the  other  two  are 
men  of  good  personal  habits. 

Question.  Is  the  Union  league  in  existence  now  in  Alabama? 

Answer.  We  think  it  is ;  I  do  not  know.  I  heard  the  sheriff  of  our  county  ask  a 
negro,  who  was  being  tried  for  stealing,  if  he  had  given  the  Jury  the  sign,  and  he  told 
him  he  had. 

Question.  You  mean  league  sign? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  Is  there  any  counter  organization  opposed  to  this  league  ? 

Answer.  None  under  heaven  that  I  know  of.  I  have  heard  of  disguised  men^  but  I 
have  no  evidence  that  anything  like  a  league  exists.  To  the  best  of  my  information,  I 
swear  that  I  do  not  believe  there  has  ever  been  an  organization  in  the  State,  further 
than  perhaps  in  a  county,  with  direct  reference  to  some  particular  case,  that  woEoldaot 
in  dlG^uise.  But  I  do  not  think  they  had  any  connection  with  bodies  of  men  i&  other 
sections  of  the  State.  I  have  received  two  or  three  letters  from  strangers  who  wanted 
to  ksiow  if  there  were  any  Ku-Klux  Klans  in  the  State. 

QuesHon.  You  think  there  never  was  any  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  men  in  some  counties  have  banded  together  for  unlawfal 
purposes ;  but  that  they  were  organized  in  different  counties,  with  8ign8>  pas8-wocd0» 
&c.,  I  do  not  believe  it. 

QuesUon.  You  have  heard  of  negroes  being  whipped  by  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  heard  of  a  few  cases. 

Question,    Of  course,  you  think  such  prooeeding  is  wrong  ? 

Answer.  Certainly;  I  condemn  it.  Ih  the  longest  epeedi  I  ever  made  in  tbeixmr^ 
house  in  my  life,  I  took  over  two  hours  against  some  wlbite  men  who  weve  chMotd  wV^ 
whipping  another  white  man ;  and  the  men  were  blacked  or  in  disguiae.    Spr^t^tf^i 
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they  were  democrats,  and  the  man  who  was  whipped  was  a  republican,  tboagh  poli- 
tics had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Question,  Yon  have  neTcr  heard  the  fisust  of  the  legislature  taking  bribes,  &c,  given 
as  an  excuse  for  the  whipping  of  negroes  by  disguis^  men  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  never. 

Question,  The  fact  of  the  legislature  being  corrupt,  and  composed  of  carpet-baggers 
and  scalawag,  was  never  given  as  an  excuse  for  these  outrages  ? 

Answer,  Oh,  no,  sir;  the  men  who  do  thes^  things  would  not  let  it  be  known.  I  do 
not  know  who  they  are ;  I  have  never  known  one  who  was  concerned  in  it,  so  help  mo 
God ;  but  I  infer  tney  are  irresponsible,  reckless  characters. 

Question.  Never  heard  of  a  case  coming  before  the  courts  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  defended  five  myself  three  weeks  ago  charged  with  whipping  a 
colored  man ;  but  they  proved  by  colored  and  white  men  that  they  were  not  there. 

Question,  Whipped  by  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  Macon  County.  The  United  States  commissioner  discharged 
tbem  without  bonds.  The  negroes  who  testified  to  an  aUbi  have  been  since  run  oif  by 
their  own  color. 

Question,  Would  you  not  think  'the  frequent  recurrence  of  Ku-Klux  outrages  upon 
colored  men  would  be  a  very  serious  iigury  to  the  southern  people  in  the  present  state 
of  afiairs  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  men  who  perpetrate  them  are  the  worst  enemies  of  our  people 
on  (Sod's  earth,  and  every  decent  man  there  says  so.  These  outrages  are  not  very  fre- 
quent, but  whenever  they  occur  we  know  they  will  be  magnified  and  furnish  material 
for  our  enemies  to  keep  up  this  warfare  upon  us ;  and  we  would  punish  them  to  the 
extent  of  the  law  without  any  aid  from  the  United  States  if  we  could  get  hold  of  them, 
fiut  these  things  are  not  common,  and  they  occur  just  as  often  to  one  party  as  the 
other. 

Question.  It  would  be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  two  parties  and  to  the  good 
men  of  the  State  to  have  them  put  down  f 

Answer,  Well,  we  are  putting  them  down  as  far  and  as  fast  as  we  can — both  parties. 
It  is  some  private  prejudice;  it  is  not  often  political,  though  sometimes  it  is.  Onr 
governor  says  (and  we  have  so  advised  him)  he  will  put  them  down  and  go  to  any 
leng^th,  if  necessary,  in  doing  so.  When  the  word  of  the  outrage  in  Coosa  (or  Elmore) 
County  came,  Qovornor  Lindsay  dispatched  one  of  his  secretaries  to  see  about  it  and 
make  a  report. 

Question.  Your  people  well  understand  that  the  firequent  recurrence  of  such  thioj^ 
eodmigers  their  relations  with  the  Federal  Gk>veminent,  and  keeps  back  friendly  legis- 
latiouT  ' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  understand  it  perfectly  and  act  upon  it.  Every  press  in  the  State 
almost  takes  that  ground.  The  Advertiser,  the  organ  of  our  party  at  Montgomery, 
t^es  that  ground.  I  read  the  northern  papers.  Tnere.are  not  as  many  outrages  or 
mobs  among  us  as  there  are  in  the  Northwestern  States.*  That  is  my  opinion.  They 
have  women  mobs  and  men  mobs  at  the  North ;  they  take  men  from  jail.  I  see  just 
as  many  outrages  in  Massachusetts  as  in  other  States. 

Question.  The  reconstruction  policy  of  Congress  yon  understand  to  embrace  not  only 
colored  sufi&age  and  equality  before  the  law,  saoh  as  giving  testimony,  sitting  on 
juries,  &c,  but  also  the  disfranchisement  of  some  white  men ;  was  there  opposition 
to  the  feature  of  it  giving  colored  suf&ttge  among  your  people  ? 

Answer,  The  question  has  never  come  up  in  Alabama  in  that  shape — whether  there 
Bhonld-  be  colored  suffrage — since  just  lUfter  the  war.  Here  is  the  way  we  look  at  that 
question :  with  us  the  question  is.  Shall  Congress  prescribe  universal  suffrage,  or  shall 
Alabama  do  it  f  My  own  opinion  is,  if  that  question  had  been  left  to  Alabama,  she 
would  have  pursued  a  very  liberal  policy  towiurd  the  negro — given  him  every  right  ho 
had  the  intelligence  to  exercise. 

Question,  The  white  people  of  Alabama  would  not  have  accepted  voluntarily  the- 
zecoDstmotion  ^licy  of  Congress  as  a  whole  f 

Answer,  No.  sir. 

QueeHem,  They  would  have  voted  it  down  f 

Anmcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  There  was  no  way,  then,  for  the  Government  to  put  it  upon  the  people  of 
Al^Nuna  under  the  form  of  a  popular  election  wiUiout  permitting  the  negro  to  vote  f 

Anewer,  That  is  to  say,  so  far  as  universal  sof&Me  is  concerned.  Congress  could  not 
hare  done  it  in  any  other  way.  It  had  either  to  force  it  upon  us  or  leave  it  to  va ;  it 
cho0e  the  former.    It  had  the  power  to  put  upon  us  anything  it  pleased. 

Queetion,  I  said,  under  the  form  of  a  populiur  election— comd  not  have  done  it  in  any 
other  way  f 

Amswer,  Conjoress  could  nothave  done  it  in  any  other  way ;  Alabamaconld.  I  doaoi 
tUak  she  woum  have  done  it,  however. 

QntmHsm.  la  there  still  a  liMiing  i^gaiut  the  niMmer  in  which  reeoostmetiQii  waa  ]^ 
nfMB  Alabama? 

Iff 
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Annoer,  Tea,  sir. 

Question,  Is  the  feeling  general  f 

Anaioer,  Tes,  sir ;  and  tne  manner  in  which  it  was  done  will  always  be  regarded  as 
odious.  But  the  people  quietly  submit  to  it,  and  protect  the  negro  in  every  right  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  Congress. 

Qtteation.  Has  the  general  conduct  of  the  negroes  of  Alabama  been  good  or  bad  since 
reconstruction  f 

Ansicer.  Except  where  influenced  by  bad  white  men  and  a  few  bad  negroes,  it  baa 
been  good. 

Question.  Has  it  been  good  to  an  extraordinary  extent  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  where  removed  from  this  baneful  political  influence  tending  to 
array  them  against  the  white  race,  so  far  as  being  quiet  and  peaceable,  it  has  been  very 
good. 

QitestUm,  Have  these  influences  been  exerted  more  or  less  in  aU  parts  of  the  State  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  whole  State  has  been  thoroughly  canvassed  again  and  again  by 
radical  speakers ;  but  the  negroes  have  behaved  best  where  they  were  furthest  re- 
moved from  these  influences.  ^ 

Question.  You  said  the  proportion  of  the  criminals  was  about  forty  negroes  to  tivo 
white  men  f 

Answer.  In  our  jail  it  is  in  about  that  proportion. 

Question,  You  have  reference,  then,  simply  to  Montgomery  County  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Not  to  the  rest  of  the  State  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  will  add  that  I  think  that  would  be  a  pretty  fair  average  in  the 
State  at  larse. 

QuesUon,  What  is  the  character  of  the  bulk  of  tiie  offenses  charged,  against  the 
negroes  t 

Answer,  The  most  of  them  are  petty  offenses. 

Question,  Of  what  character  f 

Answer.  If  you  may  call  it  a  petty  offense,  adultery  is  very  common.  Petty  larceny  is 
frequent ;  next  comes  mule-stealing — not  so  many  ;  then  rape. 

Question,  Committed  on  white  women  f 

Answer.  I  defended  a  negro  in  Tuskegee  for  rape. 

Question,  Before  reconstruction  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questiotk,  Any  since  t 

Answer.  A  negro  was  tried  for  rape  on  a  young  girl  in  Montgomery  recently.  They 
also  attempted  a  rape  on  a  respectable  white  married  woman.  Then  comes  murder. 
They  kill  one  another  frequently.  There  have  been,  in  my  opinion,  more  white  men 
killed  by  negroes  than  negroes  by  whites — ^more  shot. 

Ouestioit.  Have  you  over  kpown  a  case  where  a  company  of  disguised  negroes  went  at 
ni|^t  to  a  white  man's  house,  took  him  from  his  bed,  stripped  and  scourg^  him  t 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  cases,  and  I  know  of  one  case  in  Macon  County  in  which  tiiey 
went  and  shot  a  man ;  he  jumped  out  of  the  window  and  got  away. 

Question,  Were  they  disguised  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  knc^w  j  it  was  dark.    They  were  put  in  jail,  but  afterward  escajied. 

Question,  My  question  is  whether  yon  know  of  negroes  domg  these  things  indisgnlBe. 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect.  The  deputy  sheriff  of  Macon  County  was  taken  by 
la^roes,  beaten,  and  left  for  dead. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  have  been  informed  that  the  only  Ku-Klux  killed  in 
■disguise  in  the  State  of  Alabama  proved  to  be  a  radical.  I  know  a  negro  was  arrested 
■  as  a  Ku-Klux,  and  brought  by  the  military  authorities  to  Montgomery  about  six  or 
eight  months  ago.  And  in  Tallapoosa  a  negro  was  charged  with  assaulting  a  white 
man,  and  depriving  him  of  his  rights  under  tne  fifteenth  amendment.  There  is  not  a 
respectable  white  woman  in  the  Negro  Belt  of  Alabama  who  will  trust  herself  hardly 
outside  of  her  house  without  some  protector. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  have  a  case  reported  to  you,  as  chairman  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee, of  a  colored  man  being  taken  from  his  house  at  night  by  a  disguised  parl^  and 
^whipped  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  case  I  referred  to,  of  five  white  men  charged  with  taking  a 
negro  fnmi  his  house  and  whipping  him.  But  it  was  ver^'  plain  they  had  nothing  to 
vdo  with  it. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  case  reported  to  you,  as  chairman  of  the  executive  com- 
tmittee  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  had  several  letters  from  £lmor6  County,  explaining  the 
«a6e,  to  which  I  referred,  about  the  Mothodist  preacher ;  also  from  Coosa  Coiinty>  in 
reference  to  the  same  affair ;  then  in  regard  to  tnose  five  men,  it  was  n^pcvied  to  me  in 
.person.  I  may  have  had,  in  the  course -of  four  or  five  years,  several  other  <M»Be8 ;  for 
mstance,  in  reference  to  the  affair  in  Eutaw. 
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QuaHon,  Ton  do  not  reooUeot  any  case  in  which  men  in  disgoise  have  gone  to  the 
bouses  of  colored  men,  and  stripped  and  wnipped  them  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  recollect  any  cases  of  that  kind.  There  may  have  been  some 
letters. 

(iuesUon,  Ton  say  the  negroes  believe  that  if  the  democrats  got  into  power,  they  would 
take  away  their  right  to  vote? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  all  believe  they  woald  be  deprived  of  suffrage ;  and  the  more 
ignorant,  that  they  would  be  put  back  into  slavery. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  the  white  people  wouM  be  in  favor  of  depriving  them  of  thei 
ngnt  of  sufi&a^ef 

Answer.  I  think  if  they  had  the  power,  as  far  as  they  would  go  would  be  to  qualify 
tiie  ri^ht  in  some  way.  The  exercise  of  the  right  of  negro  suffrage,  I  think,  will  always 
exist  m  Alabama  to  some  extent. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

QuesUon.  Would  the  qualification  be  extended  to  both  races  f 

Answer.  Well,  our  ooustitution,  as  it  stands,  is  imperative ;  we  had  to  take  an  oath, 
before  we  could  vote  under  the  constitution  forced  upon  us  b^  Congress,  that  we  would 
never  discriminate  in  future  in  regard  to  race,  color,  or  previous  condition.  We  could 
not  discriminate  uuder  these  circumstances. 

Question.  You  arQ  supposing  if  you  had  your  own  way  about  it  f 

Answer.  *'  Sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.^'  If  negro  suffrage  works  well 
in  the  South,  it  increases  our  representation,  and  we  are  all  going  democratic  next 
time.  Hence,  it  is  a  question  for  us  to  consider  whether  we  sh^  have  our  represen- 
tation decreased  or  not. 

Question.  Suppose  you  should  make  a  property  or  intelligence  qualification,  I  wish  to 
know  if  you  would  extend  it  to  both  races. 

Answer.  Under  the  present  constitution  it  would  have  to  be  so  extended ;  but  I  do 
not  know  what  the  people  would  do  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

QuesUon.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  the  Government  should  act  generously  ? 

Answer.  Why,  keep  the  Federal  hands  off  the  throat  of  Alabama,  as  she  does  off 
Massachusetts.  We  sprang  from  as  good  stock  as  any  other  State.  We  can  boast  of 
a  revolutionary  ancestry  as  good  as  that  of  any  other  State.  We  gave  this  country 
most  of  its  territory.  We  gave  it  Washington,  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Monroe ;  we  do 
not  feel  ourselves  inferior  to  anybody,  and  we  do  not  love  anybody  who  claims  that  we 
are. 

Question.  In  what  particular  has  the  Federal  hand  been  put  upon  you  since  the  re- 
constmction  acts  f 

Answer.  We  can  complain  of  what  the  colonies  did :  that  you  have  imposed  foreigners 
and  laws  upon  us,  and  taken  our  people  away  from  the  civil  courts  to  the  Dry 
Tortngas. 

Question.  Not  since  reconstruction  f 

Ansujer.  You  substitute  the  military  officer,  now,  for  the  justice  of  the  peace  and  the 
constable ;  you  send  the  militaiyto  arresr  men ;  you  do  not  allow  the  governor  nor  the 
civil  officer  to  call  for  a  ^sse.  We  would  all  respond,  ^  I  have  again  and  again  in- 
formed the  radical  sheriff,  with  a  posse  to  execute  any  law ;  but  in  the  contest  for 
governor,  yon  put  the  military  at  the  capital. 

Question.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  the  Government  now  substitutes  militaiy  force  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  whenever  it  suits  its  purpose  it  does. 

Question.  The  granting  of  general  amnesty,  you  think,  would  be  one  act  of  generosity  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  A  proclamation  to  the  people  of  Alabama  of  a  kind,  salutary  char- 
acter, appealing  to  them  to  observe  law  and  order,  would  not  affect  the  conduct  of  the 
better  portion  of  the  community,  for  they  are  all  right,  anyhow ;  but  it  would  have  a 
most  happy  effect— Just  as  if  it  was  issued  to  Massachusetts ;  it  would  be  worth  a 
thousana  force  bills. 

QuesUon.  Is  there  any  condition  of  things  in  Alabama  calling  for  such  a  proclamation 
nowT 

Answer.  None  at  all,  and  nothing  calling  for  additional  legislation  now.  The  evils 
complained  of  in  Alabama  are  such  as  every  other  State,  as  far  as  there  is  iust  such 
crime  in  any  other  State,  might  complain  of. 

fl^esHon.  Can  yon  in^cate  any  other  act  that  the  Government  ought  to  do  ? 

Answer.  All  we  ask  is  for  the  Government  to  trust  us  and  let  us  alone.  We  are  a 
State:  we  carry  the  mails  and  do  everything  else  which  pertains  to  the  province  of 
the  General  Government;  but  in  regard  to  our  local  State  afiairs,  we  ask  to  be  let 
idone. 

QuestUm.Moyi7  about  the  payment  of  losses  during  the  warf 

Answer,  v^  do  not  expect  a  cent;  never  have  asked  for  a  cent ;  I  have  never  done 
it,  and  I  do  not  know  anybody  else  who  does  ask  for  it,  unless  it  is  somebody  who  pre- 
taodB  to  have  been  loyal  daring  the  war— widows  send  orphans.  ' ' 
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QmesHan,  Ton  think,  then,  on  a'genecal  yiew  of  the  whole  condition  of  Alabama,  that, 
80  far  as  the  enforcement  of  law  and  order  is  concerned;  it  is  on  the  average  as  good  as 
that  of  any  other  State  f 
■    Jns^cer.  Yes,  sir;  as  good  as  any  other  State. 

Question.  And  as  good  as  before  the  war  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir:  jnst  as  good.  Judge  Bnsteed  has  held  two  or  three  Federal  ooorto, 
and  has  had  grand  Jaries  of  loyal  men.  At  the  last  term  they  found  but  one  tme  bill; 
that  was  against  a  boy  about  eighteen  years  old  for  counterfeiting — altering  a  onedoUar 
bill.  If  another  bill  of  indictment  Was  fonnd,  I  have  not  heanl  of  it.  And  the  term 
before  the  last  he  discharged  the  grand  jury  both  in  UnntsviUe  and  Montgomery,  I  be- 
lieve, as  they  had  nothing  to  do. 

Question,  Do  you  give  vour  judgment  from  your  acquaintance  among  the  people  or 
from  the  state  of  the  docket  f 

Answer.  Both. 

Question.  You  think  crimes  are  ferreted  out  and  pursued  as  promptly  as  before  the 
war? 

Answer.  Entirely  so ;  there  is  no  disposition  to  screen  a  man  unless  he  is  a  favorite 
of  one  of  the  radical  judges ;  then  they  will  throw  out  a  bill.  I  have  denounced  them, 
and  called  upon  the  court  to  discharge  the  grand  jury.  If  you  had  seen  them  yon 
would  take  them  for  jail  birds — the  most  vicious  .characters.  One  of  them  was  himself 
indicted  at  that  very  term  of  the  court  for  peijury. 

Question.  At  that  same  term  f 

Answer.  I  had  that  grand  jury  discharged,  and  I  think  he  was  indicted  for  peijury. 
He  had  a  son  in  jail  for  horse-stealing  at  that  very  term. 

Question.  You  were  a  general  in  the  confederate  service  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  part  of  Alabama  did  you  have  command? 

Answer.  I  fought  cavalry  under  Gtoeral  Bragg  at  Shiioh  and  Pensacola:  commanded 
a  brigade  of  cavalry  at  Boonville ;  afterward  commanded  the  eastern  department  of 
IJieGiilf,  South  Alabama  and  Florida;  afterward  North  Alabama ;  fought  Roussean; 
was  with  Johnston  at  Dalton  and  Marietta ;  I  crossed  that  gentleman's  [General  Blair's] 
track  several  times  with  cavalry. 

Answer.  Whatever  feeling  exists  in  Alabama  grows  out  of  the  reconstruction  policy  T 

Answer.  Not  that  alone,  but  the  maladministration  of  the  State  government  in  the 
hands  of  radicals.  If  we  had  had  the  soldiers  who  fought  us  to  deal  with,  we  would  never 
have  had  this  trouble.  If  the  two  armies  could  have  intermixed  when  Lee  snrrendeffied, 
and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  had  accepted  the  treaties,  there  would  have 
been  perpetual  peace. 

Qitestion.  You  think  the  Government  of  the  United  States  showed  bad  faith  in  not 
standing  up  to  the  capitulation  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  private  men  offered  us  generous  terms,  but  they  did  not  contn>l  the 
Government,  unfortunately  for  us.  So  far  as  our  State  governments  is  conoemed,  we 
are  in  the  hands  of  camp-followers,  horse-holders,  cooks,  bottle-washers,  and  tiiieves. 
There  are  some  exceptions. 

Question.  Yon  don't  except  Warner  and  Spencer? 

Answer.  1  make  some  exceptions.  I  presume  they  played  their  part  very  well,  bat 
they  were  not  great  soldiers.  We  have  passed  out  from  the  hands  of  the  brave  sol- 
diers who  overcame  us,  and  are  turned  over  to  the  tender  mercies  of  squaws  for  torture, 
as  is  sometimes  done  by  savages.  We  have  been  tortured  and  robbed  bv  men  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  world,  and  treated  in  a  way  that  brave  soldiers  of  the  North  would 
not  have  been  expected  to  treat  us. 

Question.  Did  you  not  conmiit  a  very  great  poetical  uptake  in  declining  to  vote 
upon  the  convention  question  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  now  we  would  better  have  elected  officers.  That  was  my 
policy  at  the  time,  and  I  had  a  telegram  fh>m  the  executive  committee  hero  to  vote, 
and  send  some  ^ood  men  to  Congress.  But  badlv  as  we  had  been  treated  by  Coogress, 
we  did  not  believe  that,  after  we  had  r^ected  the  constitution  according  to  the  tamu 
of  the  law,  Congress  woald  force  it  upon  us  any  way. 

QuesHcm,  Con^^ress  had  not  done  the  same  thing  to  any  other  Stat-e  ? 

Ansujer,  No,  sir.  Alabama  was  made  an  exception,  with  the  sanction  of  lluiddeaB 
Stevens.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  Northern  State  that  would  have  snbmitled  as 
quietly  as  we  have  to  these  usurpations  and  tyranny. 

Question,  Yon  t^ink  it  is  rather  remarkable  that  the  pe(^le  of  Alabama  should  be  as 
quiet  as  they  are  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  it  is  wonderfhl.  It  required  a  higher  degree  oT  courage  and  hen>- 
iam  than  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  confederacy.    I  know  it  luis  been  so  to  my  feeliuga 

Question,  That  is  the  general  feeling  among  the  white  people  f 

Answer,  Yes.  sir.  I  see  negro  police— great  black  fellowa— Jeading  white  giila  anMttd 
Um  streets  of  Montgomery,  and  lockipg  them  np  in  JaiL 

QuestUm,  They  don't  lock  up  respectable  white  giria  t 
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Answer.  They  look  np  any  that  fkll  into  their  hands^  I  have  never  known  them  to 
lock  np  any  of  high  character.  A  necro  policeman  brought  one  to  my  office — a  sewing 
girl — ^begging  me  to  pay  the  fine  for  her  for  throwing  some  slops  in  the  street. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

QmmHon,  Yon  sa^  at  the  close  of  the  war  all  the  people  expected,  as  the  basis  of  set- 
tlement the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  surrender  of  the  right  of  secession  f 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir. 

QueaiUm,  And  that  they  were  to  have  restored  to  them  all  other  rights  the  same  as  if 
^ey  had  not  fought  against  the  Government  f 

Answer.  Yea,  sir ;  such  was  Lincoln's  proclamation ;  and  Congress  had  often  gone 
fttrther,  and  said  it  would  guarantee  slavery  if  the  States  woiiud  come  back  to  the 
Union. 

Question.  But  you  did  not  accept  those  terms. 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuesiUm.  And  so  the  armies  had  to  settle  it  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  say  so :  but  how  mucdi  better  it  would  have  been  if  Con- 
gress bad  executed  the  behests  of  tne  two  armies. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  it  would  have  been  better  f 

Answer.  I  give  it  as  my  best  judgment.  The  majority  of  the  men  who  fought  us 
were  kindly  disposed  toward  us  aft^r  the  war. 

Question.  You  think  it  was  safe  to  trust  the  Government  in  the  hands  of  a  set  of  men 
who  bad  been  fighting  it  for  four  years  ? 

Answer.  Certainly;  when  they  were  done  fighting,  what  harm  would  they  have 
donef  .• 

Question.  You  would  give  all  the  political  power  into  their  hands  ? 

Answer.  Where  does  it  belong,  except  to  the  States? 

Question.  I  will  not  have  an  argument  with  yoo.  You  would  not  trust  Governor 
PiUBons  as  a  democrat  now  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Suppose  you  had  beaten  him  in  the  political  field ;  would  that  be  any  cause 
for  having  confidence  in  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  rebels  surrendered  only  when  they  were  defeated ;  is  that  any  reason 
why  we  should  trust  them  ? 

Answer.  Certainly,  every  reason  in  the  world.  You  can  trust  a  man  who  is  in  your 
power ;  he  cannot  harm  you.  But  we  never  have  deceived  you ;  we  fought  you  boldly, 
and  when  we  surrendered  we  meant  what  we  said.  We  are  too  brave  to  be  treach- 
erous. 

Question.  You  say  you  were  once  a  whig? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  turn  democrat  f 

Answer.  Not  tul  since  the  war. 

Question.  You  were  once  a  Union  man  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  then  turned  rebel  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

(Question*,  And  fought  the  Union  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  when  the  Government  undertook  to  ooeree  the  Sonthem  States. 

Question.  Don't  you  think  it  rather  hard  to  denounce  Gw^emor  Pansons  for  ohaoging 
his  party  f 

Anstver.  He  says  he  changed  his  to  make  money ;  I  did  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  he  said  that  f 

Answer.  I  haVe  given  you  as  responsible  ar  witness  as  I  know. 

Question.  Do  ^u  know  it  yourself? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuesHon.  Without  any  evidence  of  it  yourself^  don't  yon  think  you  are  treating  hdm 
with  a  great  deal  of  uncharitableness  in  denouncing  him  for  want  of  principle  f 

Answer.  I  never  said  he  wanted  principle ;  I  said  that  William  H.  Barnes  ifM  me 
that  Governor  Parsons  told  him  it  was  necessary  to  get  his  olaims  through. 

Question.  Is  he  personally  a  man  of  integrity  ? 

Answer.  1  have  always  found  him  so. 

i^uistism.  Do  you  beBeve  he  is  sinoere  now  in  his  su^Mxrt  of  the  x^ublican  party  t 

Answer.  No.  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Qusstiisn.  That  he  does  it  ^m  purely  mercenary  motives  f 

Answer,  I  do ;  I  did  not  want  this  question  put  to  me. 

Question.  You  said  that  about  the  close  of  the  war  you  advi^ted  the  prind^e  that 

»  negro  abould  be  on  an  equality  with  the  white  man  before  the  law  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

QuaAion,  What  do  yon  mean  by  that  t 
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Answer.  That  the  same  laws  and  same  mles  of  eyidence  shonld  govern  him,  and  that 
he  should  have  every  right  ander  the  law  as  the  white  man. 

Question,  What  law  do  you  refer  to  f 

Ansioer.  The  laws  of  the  land ;  that  the  law  should  be  so  changed  as  to  give  every 
man  in  the  South  the  same  right  in  courts  of  justice. 

Question,  The  same  protection  f 

Ansu^er,  The  same  protection. 

Que8ii4m.  Then  you  were  in  favor  of  every  right  except  that  of  suffiragef 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  except  that  I  was  not  in  favor  of  giving  them  the  right  to  many 
among  the  whites. 

Question,  Give  them  the  right  to  serve  on  juries  f    v 

Answer,  Where  they  have  the  intelligence. 

Question.  You  had  a  barbecue  that  you  alluded  to,  to  which  the  negroes  were  invited ; 
when  was  that  f 

Ansu>er.  I  think  it  was  in  1867. 

Q,uestion.  Did  you  make  a  speech  at  that  barbecne  t  ' 

Answer,  I  did ;  bht  not  till  I  went  out  and  told  the  negroes  it  was  a  fiilse  report  that 
they  were  to  be  poisoned. 

Question.  Did  the  white  men  and  negroes  both  eat  at  the  barbecue  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  not  at  the  same  table. 

Question,  You  epoke  about  Senator  Warner  running  the  negro  nftichine  and  electioneer- 
ing with  the  negroes ;  was  that  barbecue  for  electioneering  purposes  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  I  heard  politics  mentioned  at  all.  A  few  fellows  like 
Clarl^  who  had  killed  three  men  and  had  tried  to  shoot  another  in  the  dark,  had  goi 
up  a  mid  state  of  feeling,  and  the  moral  portion  of  the  community  wanted  reconciliation, 
so  they  got  up  this  barliecue.  My  best  recollection  is,  there  was  no  campaign  and  no 
political  speaKing. 

Question,  In  talking  about  the  attachment  of  the  people  of  Alabama  to  the  Govern- 
ment, you  say  the  best  evidence  of  it  was  the  fact  that  they  adopted  a  confederate  gov- 
ernment almost  precisely  like  that  of  the  United  States ;  is  that  the  best  evidence  t 

Answer,  I  did  not  say  that  was  an  evidence  of  their  attachment  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  but  to  a  republican  form  of  government.  They  were  very  much 
dissatisfied  with  the  United  States  Government. 

Question  Do  you  know  of  any  republican  that  is  proposing  a  monarchical  form  of  gov- 
ernment at  this  time  t 

Answer,  So  far  as  the  South  is  concerned,  this  is  like  the  Roman  republic ;  it  has  sur- 
vived constitutional  liberty  in  the  South. 

Question,  How  do  you  propose  to  get  along  with  that ;  do  you  propose  to  resist  itt 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  say  it  was  like  the  government  over  the  colonies;  do  you  propose  to 
use  the  same  means  the  colonies  used  to  redress  your  wrongs  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  do  you  propose  ? 

Answer,  Heroic  endurance  is  all  that  is  left.    * 

Question,  That  is  all  you  propose  to  do  T 

Armcer,  Except  to  change  it  according  to  the  forms  of  law ;  to  aid  the  national 
democracy  in  doing  it. 

Question,  You  say  there  is  no  freedom  of  speech  in  Alabama  fbr  colored  democrats  f 

Answer,  Not  much. 

Question.  How  many  colored  democrats  are  there  t 

Answer.  Not  a  great  many,  but  there  would  be  many  more  if  they  were  not  intim- 
idated. 

Question,  How  do  you  know  f 

Answer,  I  have  seen  them ;  they  have  talked  to  me. 

Question,  How  many  have  talked  to  you  on  the  subject  t 

Answer,  I  suppose,  in  the  last  five  years,  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred. 

Question.  How  many  colored  speaKers  are  there  in  your  State? 

Ansu^er,  Very  few. 

Qttestion.  Is  there  one  who  lives  in  your  State,  or  ever  did  live  there  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  we  have  had  several  make  democrtitic  speeches. 
Question,  Is  there  one  there  now  f 

Answer.  There  are  several ;  theyare  not  in  the  habit  of  going  around  speaking. 

Question.  Where  does  this  man  Williams  live  t 

Answer,  He  is  from  Tennessee.  I  met  him  in  New  York  during  the  democratic  con- 
vention. 

Question.  How  many  democratic  votes  do  you  think  you  can  get  among  the  negroes 
as  long  as  there  is  opposition  to  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  amendments  in  the  dem- 
ocratic party  t 

Answer,  With  opposition  to  negro  su£Erage  you  could  not  got  many. 
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Question.  Hare  yon  made  the  "new  departure"  in  Alabama,  and  gone  for  the  four- 
teenth and  fifteenth  amendments  ? 

Answer,  We  are  submitting  to  those  amendments,  but  have  never  approved  of  the 
manner  they  were  put  upon  us.    We  do  not  propose  to  resist  them. 

Questian,  Not  by  force  of  arms  t  ^ 

Answer.  9o,  sir ;  according  to  the  forms  of  law — ^the  ballot-box. 

Question,  Yon  propose  to  change  them  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  we  have  not  ^ot  the  power. 

Question.  It  is  not  now  a  question  of  power ;  but  what  do  you  propose  to  do  when 
you  get  the  power  ? 

Answer.  We  do  not  propose  to  do  it,  for  Alabama  would  not  have  the  power  to  do  it. 
If  the  national  democracy  should  be  successful,  we  propose  abiding  by  what  it  does. 
We  are  a  small  fragment  ef  the  national  democracy,  and  would  have  very  little  power. 

Question,  Ton  say  you  were  present  at  an  election  where  a  negro  captain  inspected  the 
tickets ;  how  was  that  ? 

Answer.  He  fixed  himself  in  a  position  where  everybody  had  to  .pass;  a  negro  conld 
not  slip  throu^  without  handing  him  his  ticket,  and  he  would  inspect  it,  and  if  it  was 
a  democratic  ticket  he  would  take  it  and  give  him  another. 

Question.  Did  he  make  the  negroes  give  him  their  tickets,  or  did  they  give  them 
willingly  f 

Answer.  He  did  not  ask  them— just  reached  out  and  took  them  without  ceremony. 

Question,  Did  a  single  negro  refuse  to  give  him  his  ticket  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  was  a  town  negro,  and  they  were  laborers  who  did  not  know  but 
he  was  governor. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  take  one  democratic  ticket  in  his  hands  f 

Answer.  I  saw  him  change  tickets. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  he  changed  a  democratic  for  a  republican  ticket  T 

Answer.  I  could  not  s^  that,  but  they  were  changed,  and  that  was  my  inference.  I 
saw  twenty  or  thirty  do  that. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  tickets  taken  by  force  f 

Ansicer,  No,  sir ;  the  negroes  did  not  resist  dt  all.  The  negro  was  led  up  like  a  child 
and  thought  he  had  to  do  whatever  was  to  be  done.  In  most  cases  they  were  republi- 
can tickets,  very  few  changes ;  it  was  a  very  rare  case  for  a  negro  to  vote  t^e  demo- 
cratic ticket. 

Question.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  there  was  any  considerable  number  of  negroes  that 
wanted  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  but  were  intimidated  t 

Ansufer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  cannot  know  it  positively,  but  I  believe  that  quite  a  number  were 
intimidated  in  that  way.  There  are  some  very  sensible  negroes,  very  favorable  to  the 
white  people  and  on  very  good  terms  with  them,  who  have  been  advised  by  their  old 
masters  and  friends  that  these  adventurers  were  misrepresenting  them,  voting  against 
their  interest,  and  increasing  the  taxes ;  and  I  believe  there  would  have  been  more  col- 
ored democratic  voted  if  they  had  been  let  alone  by  these  adventurers. 

Question.  In  Winston  County  something  was  said  about  resolutions  being  passed  to 
allow  no  negro  to  live  in  the  county ;  were  you*  there  at  the  time  the  resolutions  were 
passedt 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  fact  t 

Answer.  Nothing  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  You  say  pigs,  cows,  chickens,  &>c.j  are  stolen,  and  that  bacon  has  risen  from 
5  to  25  cents  a  pound  f 

Ansteer.  It  has  been  as  high  as  25 ;  it  is  now  from  20  to  22.  Last  year  I  paid  as  high 
as  28.  The  county  of  Montgomery  supplied  itself  pretty  well  -before  and  during  tne 
war. 

QuesHon.  You  say  that  you  published  something  about  Mr.  Harrington  in  the  news- 
papers and  he  made  no  response ;  therefore,  yon  say,  he  must  be  guilty  of  what  you 
accused  him  t 

Answer.  1  did  not  say  that  therefore  he  was  guilty.  It  is  possible  a  man  may  be 
innocent  in  such  a  case ;  but  the  inference,  I  should  say,  is,  that  it  is  a  strong  prima 
facie  case  of  guilt. 

Question.  You  take  the  position  that  a  man  is  bound  to  answer  what  any  one  pub- 
lishes about  him  t 

Answer  I  think,  occupying  the  position  of  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  this  charge  having  been  published  by  me,  he  ought  to  have  replied  to  it.  I  cer- 
tainly should. 

Question.  When  was  that  bank  robbery  of  which  you  charged  him  T 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  in  relation  to  it. 

Question.  When  did  it  purport  to  bet 

Answer.  Some  years  ago.  Sheriff  Barber  showed  me  what  purported  to  be  a  copy  of 
an  advertisement  from  a  Northwestern  paper,  and  said,  'That  answers  to  the  description 
of  Harrington ;  don't  say  anything  about  it." 
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Question,  That  is  what  yon  published  f 

Answer.  I  think  I  did. 

Qu4!8tUm,  Did  you  publish  the  fact  that  you  had  had  a  conversation  with  the  sheriflf, 
or  did  y  on  charge  him  directly  with  the  robbery  of  the  bankf 

Ansicer.  Oh,  no;  it  was  a  political  article,  and  my  best  recollection  is,  I  published  aH 
I  have  said  aljout  him  hero. 

Question,  Did  you  pu*  his  name  in  T 

An9io€i\  I  did  ;  and  many  others  like  him. 

Question,  Was  his  name  in  the  advertisement  T 

Anstoer,  I  will  not  bo  positive,  but  it  seems  to  me  it  was  a  different  name.  It  par- 
ported  to  be  a  description. 

Question,  It  did  not  call  for  the  name  of  Harrington  in  it  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  it  did,  but  the  sheriff  said  he  had  the  other  fellow  in  Jail,  and 
the  other  fellow  said  it  was  Harrington ;  and  it  was  very  like  him. 

Question,  So  you  ventured  to  put  that  in  print  t 

Ansicer,  1  did. 

Question,  Didn^t  you  consider  that  a  very  unfair  way  of  dealing  with  a  man's  chaiv 
acter  f 

Answer.  If  he  had  had  a  very  ^ood  character  I  would  have  had  much  doubt  abon^it, 
but  knowing  him  to  be  such  a  villain  I  had  no  hesitation. 

Question.  You  said  that  one  Cloud  embezzled  some  thousands  of  dollars? 

Answer.  1  said  that  Cloud  was  a  superintendent,  and  that  General  Hodgson  said  that 
the  superintendents  in  the  different  counties  had  embezzled  from  $40,000  to  $60,000.  I 
said,  furthermore,  that  the  Clouds,  sons  of  the  radical  superintendent,  had  fled  the 
State.  That  fact  I  have  seen  in  the  radical  paper  at  Montgomery.  I  have  stated 
that  one  of  the  Clouds  embezzled  money. 

Question,  How  do  you  know  that? 

Answer.  The  superintendent  of  education  and  officials  about^he  capital  informed  me 
of  it. 

Question.  How  ranch  did  the  superintendent  say  "Cloud  had  embezzled? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  about  §1.500.    I  don't  kniow  how  much  more. 

Question.  How  about  the  $60,000  ? 

Answem.  Superintendent  Hodgson  said  he  wanted  us  to  collect  of  these  different  super- 
intendents from  §40,000  to  $60,000  that  they  had  embezzled  or  not  accounted  for. 

Question.  Did  he  give  you  the  names  of  the  men  who  embezzled  the  money? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  one. 

Question.  How  did  ho  expect  you  to  bring  suit  ? 

Answer.  He  went,  afterward,  I  suppose,  to  my  partners.  I  think  he  has  made  a 
statement  to  them.    It  was  about  a  month  or  two  ago. 

Question,  Were  theso  unsettled  balances  of  these  officers,  or  was  there  positive  evi- 
dence of  embezzlement  f 

Answer^  It  was  money,  I  understood,  that  they  had  drawn  to  pav  the  teachers  wrfli ; 
the  superintendents  had  not  appropriated  it  in  that  way,  but  had  kept  it.  I  know  one 
colorea  teacher  in  Montgomery  come  to  me  to  sue  the  superintendent  for  money  be 
owed  him. 

Question,  Is  it  not  possible  that  these  were  merely  unsettled  accounts  with  the  Gov- 
ernment?    . 

Answer.  I  cannot  8,ay  what  the  evidence  would  disclose,  but  the  time  is  past  due  for 
their  settlements.  For  instance,  the' superintendent  of  Montgomery  has  gone  out  of 
office. 

Question.  Can  you  bring  an  action  for  embezzlement? 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  that  is  an  indictable  offense. 

Question.  Do  you  propose  to  indict? 

Afisw€7\  You  can  sue  them  on  their  securities  and  indict  them  at  the  same  time. 

Question.  Do  you  i)ropose  to  indict? 

Answer.  If  the  8U])erintendent  requests  it.    He  said  sue  for  the  money. 

Question,  Then  that  is  all  you  have  been  employed  to  do  ? 

Answer,  That  is  all  he  spoke  to  mo  about. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  This  State  superintendent  is  a  democrat  elected  last  fall  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.    Eight  of  the  regents  are  republicans  and  four  democrats. 
Question.  He  i^  tho  man  who  came  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  got  some  of  this  information — that  about  Snperintendeot 
Cloud — from  the  editor's  office  of  the  republican  paper. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Each  of  the  county  superintendents  has  to  give  bonds,  with  8iiretie8,for 
the  proper  appropriation  of  all  the  public  money  he  receives  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  that  is  my  understanding  of  the  law. 
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QuestUm.  And  yon  suppose  they  did  t 
Answer.  I  suppose  they  did. 

By  Mr.  Cobdrn  : 

QueaUon,  Is  the  democratic  partly  in  favor  of  educating  the  negro  the  same  as  the 
"white  man  f 
Answer,  They  are. 

Question.  The  same  length  of  time  during  the  year  t 
Answer,  I  have  not  heard  them  express  themselves  on  that  point. 
QuesHan,  How  long  do  you  educate  the  children  in  Ihe  free  schools  t 
Anstcer.  The  free  schools  are  a  new  thing.    They  go  from  six  to  nine  months  in  the 
year,  I  think. 

Question.  Is  that  a  general  system  pervading  the  State  ? 
A-nswer,  Tes^  sir ;  there  is  a  superintendent  in  every  county. 
Question.  Can  you  give  an  idea  of  the  numher  of  scholars  ? 
Answer.  I  cannot. 

Question.  You  take  some  interest  in  the  system? 
Answer.  I  do ;  a  great  interest. 

Question.  You  said  something  ahout  replying  to  Senator  Wilson  ;  what  was  that  7 
Answer.  He  passed  through  Montgomery  and  made  a  speech  to  a  large  assembly  of 
negroes ;  he  was  bitter  toward  southern  whites,  and  challenged  anybody  to  reply.  I 
replied ;  my  speech  was  published  not  only  in  the  South,  but  in  the  North,  and  that 
pairt  of  it  was  approved  by  the  Boston  papers  in  which  I' took  the  position  in  favor  of 
educating  the  negroes.  I  stated  that  I  hau  received  my  education  from  their  labor  and 
would  aid  to  educate  them. 

Question.  You  say  there  is  not  a  gentleman  in  the  State  that  Would  counsel  the  bnjQ- 
ing  of  school-houses  f 
Answer.  I  do. 

Question,  What  do  you  mean  by  a  '^gentleman?'' 
Answer.  An  honest  man. 

Question,  Do  you  suppose  any  man,  honest  or  dishonest,  would  counsel  it  7 
Answer.  He  would  be  a  bad  man  to  do  it. 

Question.  Speaking  about  labor,  you  say  you  have  no  other  labor  but  the.negro  T 
Answer.  I  mean  none  except  the  original  white  people,  in  contradistinction  from 
other  countries  that  bring  in  white  labor  from  abroad.    Our  people  in  the  hills  who 
are  accustomed  to  work  do  better  than  almost  anybody. 
Question.  Don't  aH  your  farmers  work  ■? 
Answer,  Yes  sir ;  some  old  fellows  do  not  work. 
Question,  Your  men  of  vigor  work  t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  a  man  is  not  respected  that  loafs,  unless  he  is  a  man  of  means  or 
devotes  himself  to  humanity. 
Question.  You  say  your  best  men  are  under  disabilities  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  many  of  our  best  men. 
Question.  Not  all  of  them  7 
Answer,  Oh,  no  j  certainly  not. 

Question.  Have  not  a  good  many  of  them  been  relieved  of  their  disabilities  t 
Answer.  There  have  been  a  few,  by  begging  for  it,  I  suppose. 
Question.  Has  every  man  been  relieved  who  has  asked  to  bet 
Answer.  1  do  not  know ;  I  do  not  think  so. 

Question.  Are  there  not  a  good. many  men  relieved  who  are  democrats  now  t 
Answer,  Not  many  ;  our  governor  is  one. 

Question,  Don't  you  know  a  great  many  have  been  relieved  who  are  democrats  t 
Ansu)er,  No,  sir,  I  do  not;  I  think  there  are  a  few. 
Question,  Are  you  acquainted  outside  of  Alabama  f 
Answer,  I  do  not  know  about  other  States ;  there  are  very  few  among  us. 
Question,  What  change  would  come  in  the  minds  of  those  men  who  are  under  disa- 
bilities if  they  were  relieved  ? 

Answer,  It  would  not  change  their  politics,  but  it  would  increase  theif  attachment  to 
tiie  Government  very  mtich. 

Question.  You  were  asked  if  you  had  any  security  in  Alabama  against  illegal  voting ; 
how  did  you  answer  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  think  we  have  any. 
Question.  Are  your  officers  not  sworn  T 

Amswer.  Yes,  sir ;  if  you  call  that  prc^tion.    I  say  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  of  our 
best  lawyers  that  there  is  no  redress  for  illegal  voting. 
Question.  Are  not  your  voters  required  to  be  registered  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  i  think  so. 

Question.  If  a  man  registers  illegally  is  he  not  liable  to  punishment  7 
Answer.  In  the  opinion  of  the  b^t  members  of  t>he  bar  a  man  cannot  be  puniahed  for 
voting  illegsdly. 
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QuesUon,  Does  not  every  man  who  is  registered  take  an  oath  as  to  his  qnalificatioii  f 

Answer,  I  did  not  hear  any  oath  prescri^d. 

Question.  But  ho  has  to  take  an  oath  7 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  so. 

Question,  Does  not  your  law  prescribe  that  if  a  man  swears  falsely  he  must  be 
punished  f 

Answer,  Our  statute  law  does. 

QuesHon.  So,  then,  he  is  liable  to  punishment  for  false  swearing  t 

Answer,  In  that  way  he  might  be  punished. 

Question,  You  say  it  is  not  safe  to  challenge  anybody  who  offers  to  vote  f 

Answer,  There  is  a  law  against  it. 

Question,  You  said,  in  answer  to  a  question,  that  a  man  could  vote  as  many  times  as 
he  pleased^and  nobody  could  object  t 

Answer.  Well,  they  do  not  object,  and  they  do  vote  often. 

Question,  Suppose  a  man  who  is  legally  registered  and  entitled  to  vote  comes  up  and 
votes  once ;  do  yon  mean  to  say  that  if  he  offers  to  vote  again  at  that  or  another  poll, 
and  a  man  objects  to  his  voting  on  the  ground  that  he  has  voted  once,  the  man  thus 
objecting  would  be,  by  your  law,  subject  to  punishment? 

Answer,  It  reads  that  way ;  and  our  people  are  so  much  afraid  of  it  that  they  do  not 
challenge. 

Qttestion,  Do  yon  mean  to  give  it  as  your  judgment,  as  a  lawyer,  that  he  could  legally 
be  convicted  T 

Answer.  I  believe  that  is  the  object  of  the  law. 

Question,  Do  you  say,  as  a  lawyer,  that  under  the  law  a  conviction  could  be  sustained 
by  your  courts  T 

Answer,  That  would  depend  very  much  upon  the  complexion  of  the  jury  who  tried 
the  case,  and  of  the  court. 

Question,  1  want  your  judgment  as  a  lawyer? 

Answer,  On  that  state  of  mcts  I  should  say  he  could  not  be  convicted ;  he  ought  not 
to  be  convicted. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Yet  you  do  say  such  is  the  influence  of  this  law  that  it  prevents  men  from 
challenging  ? 
Ansu>er.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  Did  Governor  Lindsay  recommend  the  repeal  of  this  election  law  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect ;  nor  do  I  recollect  whether  any  change  was  made  at  the 
last  session  of  the  legislature. 

Question.  I  know  it  to  be  the  fact  that  it  did  not  change  it. 

Answer,  I  did  not  say  it  did ;  it  could  not  have  well  done  it,  for  it  was  a  republican 
law  and  the  republican  senate  holds  over,  and  any  bill  that  passes  tlie  house  that  the 
senate  does  not  like  cannot  get  through. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Was  any  bill  introduced  to  modify  the  law  ? 
Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  Is  there  any  secret  political  organization  in  the  State  of  Alabama  ? 

Answer,  None  that  I  know  of;  I  do  not  belong  to  any  myself,  and  I  have  no  knowl- 
edge of  any,  except  that  the  negroes  say  they  belong  to  the  Loyal  League. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  take  any  obligation  upon  you  in  any  political  association  in 
secret? 

Answer,  Never  in  my  life. 

Question.  You  know  of  no  society— no  band  of  men— that  has  any  organisation  of 
ttiat  kind  ? 

Answer.  None ;  hence  I  have  doubted  the  existence  of  any  si^ch. 

Question.  Have  you  no  knowledge  of  any  plan  to  intimidate  negroes  or  republieaos 
from  voting  ? 

Answer.  None. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  On  the  question  of  the  election  lawj  I  find  it  reads  as  follows,  (Acts  of 
1868,  Alabama,  pp.  203  and  276 :) 

"  Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  their  [the  board  of  registniw^l 
duty  to  enter,  or  cause  to  be  entered,  in  a  book  the  name  of  every  person  qualified  to 
vote  under  the  constitution  of  this  State  and  the  acts  of  the  legislature  thereof;  and 
before  entering,  or  causing  to  be  entered,  such  names,  they  shml  require  the  person 
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applying  to  be  registered  to  snBecribe  to  the  oath  prescribed  in  section  4,  article  7,  of 
the  constitution  of  this  State.'' 

"  Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  any  person  who  shall  knowingly  and  cor- 
ruptly take  the  oath  required  in  section  four  of  this  act  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  felony, 
and  upon  conviction  be  imprisoned  in  the  penitentiary  for  not  less  than  two  nor  more 
than  ten  years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  coiui;.'' 

"  Sec.  jfe.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever  any  registered  voter  offers  to  vote, 
his  ballot  must  be  received,  and  one  of  the  inspectors  must  call  his  name  audibly  and 
distinctly ;  And  the  name  of  each  elector  whose  ballot  has  been  eo  received  must  im- 
mediately be  taken  down  b^  each  clerk  on  separate  lists,  which  are  headed  Names  of 
voters,  and  called  poll-lists  and  the  number  and  order  in  which  such  elector  votes 
must  at  the  same  time  be  entered  by  each  clerk  against  his  name,  the  first  elector 
voting  being  number  one,  the  second  number  two,  and  so  on  to  the  last  elector  voting." 

Don't  you  consider,  that  an  adequate  provision  against  unlawful  registration  t 

Answer.  For  perjury? 

Question.  The  person  registering  must  takd  the  oath,  and  if  he  takes  it  falsely  he 
most  be  punished  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  the^  ^o  and  register,  and  then  they  go  to  different  voting- 
places  and  repeat ;  and  I  said  m  the  ^utset  of  my  testimony  that  it  was  like  looking 
for  a  needle  in  a  hay-stack  to  hunt  these  negroes  up. 

Que8ti(m.  That  is  what  you  think  ought  to  be  provided  for — a  law  against  repeating  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chaikman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question.  In  your  code  I  see  it  is  provided  that  if  any  person  votes  more  than  once  at 
the  same  election  he  is  guilty  of  misdemeanor,  and  .upon  conviction  must  be  fined  not 
less  than  $200,  and  imprisoned  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  twelve  months  in 
the  county  Jail.    Is  that  now  the  law  of  your  State  f 

Answer,  It  may  bo ;  I  have  not  examined  it.  • 

Question.  Are  you  aware  that  this  article  405  of  the  code  of  Alabama  has  ever  been 
repealed  t 

^n^irer.  Of  the  late  code?    I  cannot  say  whether  it  has  or  not. 

Question.  Is  it  claimed  by  anybody  that  there  is  any  law  repealing  this  section  of  the 
code?   ^  4 

Answer.  I  recollect  none.  The  difficulty,  as  I  said  in  the  outset,  is  in  hunting  up 
these  men. 

By  Mr.  Van  TRUBfP : 

Question.  Is  not  voting  more  than  once  only  one  of  the  many  modes  of  illegal  voting? 
Answer.  Yes ;  sometimes  they  vote  duplicate  tickets. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  :  « 

Question.  In  what  year  was  the  election  to  adopt  or  reject  the  constitution  of  Ala- 
bama? 

Answer.  I  believe  it  was  in  1867. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  what  the  vote  was  for  the  constitution  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  80,31Q.  What  was  the  registered  vote  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know. 

Question.  The  vote  cast  was  not  half  the  registered  vote.  Do  you  itemember  what  the 
vote  for  Grant  was  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  It  was  76,000.  The  whole  vote  cast  at  the  election  last  year  was  154,005,  and 
flie  majority  for  Governor  Lindsay  was  1,400  j  adding  this  m^vjority  to  one  half  oi  the 
"Whole  vote  cast  makes  Governor  Lindsay's  majority  78,403.  So  that  the  vote  cast  for 
the  constitution  was  larger  than  any  vote  in  favor  of  any  political  party  since  re- 
coDstmction,  and  although  the  original  act  of  Congress  required  that  the  constitution 
should  receive  a  minority  of  the  registered  vote,  yet  the  vote  cast  for  it  was  practi- 
cally a  m%jori  tv  of  the  people  actn  ally  voting  in  Alabama.  I  do  not  mean  at  that  particular 
election,  bnt  the  80,000  votes  then  cast  would  have  carried  the  State  at  any  election 
you  have  held  since. 

Answer.  You  must  recollect  this,  that  the  constitution  contains  this  oath  which  is 

odious  to  our  people ;  pledging  ourselves  never  to  change  it  so  as  to  discriminate  in  the 

foture  on  account  of  race,  color,  &c.    Hence,  at  the  next  election  the  vote  was  not  so 
I  tern. 

Question.  But  at  the  last  election,  in  1870,  the  vote  was  154,000  ? 

Answer.  That  oath  kept  a  good  many  from  votiug  then. 

Question.  Did  it  keep  as  many  away  as  would  have  voted  originally  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

QuesUon.  This  Mr.  Harrin^n,  has  he  ever  been  interfered  with  by  violence  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  it. 
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Question,  Ton  spoke  of  having  advised  a  Widdw  to  teach  a  colored  school,  and  also 
a  Catholic  teacher  to  do  the  same ;  how  are  they  treated  by  the  community,  now  that 
they  are  teaching  these  schools  t 

Anstcer.  Treat^  as  well  as  they  alwavs  were,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Questwn.    They  are  not  banned  sociidly,  becaose  of  their  employment  f 

Ansiver.  Not  at  all. 

Question.  How  have  the  white  teachers  of  colored  schools  who  have  come  from  the 
North  been  treated  generally  by  the  white  people  of  Alabama  T 

Ansujer,  So  far  as  I  know  or  have  heard,  they  have  never  been  maltreated.  They 
have  not  been  taken  into  Southern  families,  and  there  has  been  some  little  prelndice 
against  them,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  understood  that  they  came  there  as  political 
emissaries ;  that  they  were  teaching  the  negro  children  to  look  with  distrust  upon  the 
white  people  of  the  South,  their  former  owners  and  masters.  It  is  understood  by  some  that 
the  whole  affair  was  calculated  to  excite  and  arouse  these  prejudices,  and  not  knowing 
who  these  teachers  were  at  home,  they  have  not  been  received  cordially.  But  they  have 
not  been  interfered  with  at  all,  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Question.  Before  this  state  of  things,  how  were  they  received  and  treated  T 

Answer.  Very  well,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  white  people  have  refused  to  receive  them  in  their 
families  to  1>oard,  so  that  they  have  had  to  board  in  negro  families  f 

Ansujer,  I  have  never  heard  of  such  a  case ;  it  may  be  the  case. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  many  ladies  who  went  South  to  teach  schools  were 
ladies  of  the  highest  accomplishments,  and  went  there  as  missionaries  f 

Anstcer.  It  may  be  so,  but  I  have  not  discovered 

Question.  You  have  not  discovered  the  fact  T 

Anstcer.  It  may  be  so.  • 

Qtiestion.  What  are  the  relations  generally  between  the  two  races,  other  than  politi- 
cal.   Are  they  friendly  or  otherwise  on  all  other  than  political  questions! 

Anstcer.  There  is  a  pretty  good  understanding  on  all  other  questions. 

Qtiestion.  Do  the  negroes  confide  in  their  masters  and  other  white  people  on  other 
questions  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  whenever  they  want  assistance,  or  are  in  trouble,  they  generally  go 
to  them. 

Question.  This  Mr.  Lakin,  I  understand  you  know  nothing  against  him,  except  that 
he  was  an  agitator  and  mischief-maker  T 

Answer.  Such  was  the*  common  report.  I  could  not  tell  the  particular  acts,  bnt  I 
have  heard  him  spoken  of,  and  know  the  repute  in  which  he  is  held  in  Huntsville  and 
North  Alabama. 

Question.  You  ^ot  that  report  ftom  the  white  men  you  saw  in  that  region  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Members  of  your  own  political  party  I 

Answer.  Almost  exclusively. 

Question.  You  don't  mean  to  say  he  had  such  a  reputation  among  the  repnblicAns 
of  the  State  of  either  color? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  say  so. 

Question.  In  speaking  of  the  falling  off  of  the  vote  in  Greene  County,  in  Mr.  Hays's 
district  you  gave  some  special  reasons  for  it ;  do  those  reasons  affect  him  uXovlq,  or 
the  others  on  the  ticket  as  well  f 

Anstcer.  All  others  that  were  vulnerable,  I  suspect,  would  bo  affected  somewhat  by 
running  such  a  man. 

Question.  Would  it  be  likely  to  affect  Governor  Smith  t^  some  extent? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  I  should  think  it  would  not  affect  Governor  Smith  much. 

Question,  How  does  it  happen,  then,  that  in  the  county  of  Greene  he  and  Goverttor 
Smith  ran  with  precisely  the  same  poll  ? 

Anstcer.  I  cannot  account  for  it.  The  cause  I  have  mentioned  may  account  for  it, 
and  may  not.  I  think  Hays's  treatment  of  his  negroes,  when  he  was  master,  pn^Judiced 
him  with  the  negroes,  and  as  that  information  was  disseminated,  I  think  it  lost  him 
votes. 

Question.  Was  not  that  known  all  through  his  district?  Didn't  you  take  great  pauM 
to  publish  it  ?    • 

Anstcer.  I  did  not  publish  that  at  all. 

Ques^n.  But  it  was  published  in  his  district  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Qtteation.  And  it  was  a  first-rate  point  on  him? 

Anstcer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  How  does  it  happen  that  his  vote  fell  off  only  in  one  or  two  C9vnti6S  f    . 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know ;  1  only  give  the  reason  why  it  did  fiill  off. 

Question.  His  vote  actually  increased  in  liis  district  at  the  second  electioa  ahpot 
2,000  or  more?  . 

Anstcer,  It  may  have  been  so ;  I  was  not  in  his  district. 
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QumUon,  He  got  negro  votes  t 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  suppose  he  got  100  white  votes. 

QuesiUm,  These  charges  woula  affect  him  among  the  negroes  particularly  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  , 

QuegHan.  Yet  he  got  in  his  district  more  than  he  got  before  7 

AMwer.  Yes,  sir ;  i  should  think  it  would  affect  the  nej^roes. 

QuesHan,  You  used  to  live  in  Macon  Coimty,  outside  of  Mr.  Hays's  district  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Would  the  charges  against  him  account  for  the  falling  off  in  Macon  County  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir;  I  should  think  not. 

Question.  And  yet  the  falling  off  in  Macon  county  was  greater  than  in  Greene.  How 
can  yon  account,  as  an  old-experienced  politician,  for  the  material  falling  off  in  Macon, 
Greene,  and  Sumter  Counties,  while  the  aggregate  vote  in  the  entire  State  was  largely 
increased,  by  some  eight  or  ten  thousand  f 

Anstcer.  I  know  of  no  cause  except  those  I  have  given,  unless  it  was  a  growing  want 
of  confidence. 

Question,  Why  should  this  want  of  confidence  apply  in  those  three  counties  only  T 

Answer.  Votes  varj'  in  different  counties.  I  do  not  know  any  special  reason,  unless 
the  negroes  were  more  influenced  by  the  whites  than  previously,  or  imless  the  whites 
electioneered  and  were  more  successfal  there. 

Question.  It  is  a  curious  fact,  is  it  not,  that  while  the  whole  State  increased  in  its 
aggre^te  vote,  and  while  the  republican  vote  was  larger  in  the  whole  State  thau  in 
lobS,  m  these  three  counties  the  republican  vot«  decreased  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  intimidation  in  Macon  County,  any  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Yet  in  that  county  the  republican  vote  in  1868  was  *J,tJ*J7,  and  in  1870  it  was 
only  1,711 ;  and  the  entire  vote  in  the  same  county  in  1868  was  3,402,  and  in  1B70  it  was 
2,945 ;  so  that  while  the  entire  vote  fell  off  the  democratic  vote  increased  from  1,075  in 
1868  to  1,234  in  1870, 

Answer.  There  may  have  been  negroes  who  got  tired  of  the  excitement  of  politics  in 
one  county,  and  the  same  influences  might  not  huve  been  brought  t.o  bear.  The  negro 
runs  into  religious  excit-enient,  and  then  loses  his  interest.  It  may  have  been  the  same 
with  political  excitement  in  that  county.  , 

Question.  They  are  afraid  of  the  Eu-Klux  too ;  curious  about  that,  are  they  not  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  Ku-Klux  in  my  part  of  the  State,  and  I  do  not  think 
the  negroes  in  Alabama  believe  there  are  any. 

Question.  Don't  you  ? 

Answer.  There  may  be  in  a  few  localities  men  banded  together,  but  I  do  not  think 
there  is  an  intelligent  negro  in  Montgomery  who  believes  it. 

Question.  Don't  you  believe  there  were  Ku-Klpx  in  1868  7 

Answer.  No,  not  throughout  the  State. 

Question.  Don't  you  know  that  in  1868  there  was  a  parade  of  Ku-Klux  on  horseback 
in  Hunteville — a  full  parade  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  not  that  calculated  to  make  the  negroes  believe  there  were  Ku-Klux 
intheStatet 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QmstUm,  Don't  yon  think  there  were  Eu-Klux  then  7 

Answer.  I  suppose  those  were  what  you  call  Kn-Kluz,  bat  I  do  not  believe  thej 
belonged  to  any  general  organization  in  Alabama. 

Question.  They  may  not  have  extended  over  the  State,  but  is  it  not  your  best  impres- 
sion that  they  did  exist  in  1868  f  ^ 

Answer.  They  might  have  existed  in  'a  few  localities. 

Question.  You  don't  know  how  far  they  existed ;  they  had  too  ipnoh- respect  for  yon  to 
let  you  know  it ;  but,  then,  such  demonstrations  as  that  are  certainly  calculated  to  make 
men  think 

Ansteer.  That  they  were  around  Huntsville.  If  I  had  been  there  that  day  I  should 
have  thought  they  were  there. 

QuuUon.  Don't  yon  know  that  in  the  upper  part  of  Alabama  there  were  parades  of 
Ku-Klnx,  and  men  were  attacked  by  bodies  of  disguised  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  call  to  mind  now  but  two  or  three  places  that  I  have  heard 
tfi  since  the  war  where  any  disguised  men  appeared.  One  was  at  Huntsville,  and 
Governor  Lindsay  told  me  lately  that  he  saw  some  in  Tuscumbia;  and  then  there  were 
the  bojrs  I  spoke  of.  The  only  other  case  I  can  think  of  was  a  boy  who  went  to  a  grave- 
yard one  niffht  to  scare  some  negroes. 

QMeiiiom.  He  went  to  play  Kn-kluxf 

Answer,  He  went  with  a  mask,  and  I  told  him  to  be  cautions. 

Queffum.  The  idea  was  that  the  Kn-Klox  eame  out  of  graveyaxda  Y 

Answer,  He  was  a  very  foolish  boy. 

QueetUm.  How  fu  is  Tasonmbia  from  Huntsville  f 

Anewer.  About  eigh^  miles. 
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QueaHon.  Which  way  f  ^ 

Answer,  Dne  west. 

Question,  How  far  is  Greene  Cocmty  from  HnntsviUet 

Answer,  It  is  soathwest  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles. 

QttGiUon,  Then  you  have  heard  and  are  satisfied  in  yonr  own  mind  iha^  disgntoed 
men  have  appeared  in  bodies  at  difierent  times  in  the  State  at  those  three  points  7 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  those  three  times. 

Question,  When  did  they  appear  at  Huntsvillet  about  the  time  of  the  preeideiitial 
election? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  when  it  was. 

Question,  When  did  they  appear  at  Tuscumbiat 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell. 

QmesUon,  I  think  it  was  in  1868.    When  did  they  appear  in  Greene  Comity  t 

Answer.  It  seems  to  me  it  was  one  or  two  years  ago. 

Question,  It  was  when  Boyd  was  killed? 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon,  Have  you  ever  taken  the  pains,  as  chairman  of  the  democratic  State  com- 
mittee, to  make  an  examination  into  the  facts  of  these  appearances  of  armed  bands  at 
these  different  points,  or  any  of  them  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir  f  nor  anywhere  else;  I  never  heard  of  their  apx»earing  anywhere elee. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  institute  close  inquiries  of  your  fellow^emocrats  as  to  what 
thev  knew  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klans  ? 

Answer,  Only  in  a  general  way ;  most  of  my  friends  denounced  these  things. 

Question,  Denied  tlu^t  they  belonged  to  them  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Don't  you  know  it  is  a  part  of  their  regulation  to  d^iy  it  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not:  but  I  believe  if  there  had  been  an  organization  an^  way  general  id 
Alabama,  I  would  nave  been  informed  of  the  fact.    I  am  confident  of  it. 

Question,  Yet  they  did  appear  at  these  three  places. 

Answer,  I  believe  they  did. 

Question,  How  does  it  happen  that  you  do  not  know  more  about  it  except  that  tiiey 
appeared  there  ? 

Answer,  Because  I  was  not  there,  and  nobody  communicated  to  me  anything  abent 
them. 

(Question,  Is  not  that  a  curious  circumstance  that  you,  who  have  such  confidential  re- 
lations toward  the  rebel  element,  and  such  a  position  in  the  democratic  patty,  ^bsM 
know  so  little  about  these  things  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  do  you  suppose  they  have  succeeded  in  keeping  it  away  &om  yon? 

Answer,  It  has  not  been  about  me. 

Question,  The  knowledge  of  it,  I  mean  ? 

Answer,  I  have  the  same  knowledge  you  have ;  I  have  read  about  it. 

Question.  It  does  seem  to  me,  if  I  had  been  in  your  position,  I  would  have  fbund  oat 
something. 

Answer,  That  is  what  satisfies  me  that  the  organiEaticm  never  existed.  I  would  hare 
found  it  out. 

Question,  If  it  existed  in  your  State,  they  must  have  kept  their  secret  marvebody 
well  to  prevent  you  from  finding  it  out  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  you  apprised  of  the  examination  in  Calhoun  County  into  the  prooMd- 
ings  of  disguised  bands  ?  .  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  spoke  of  it  as  the  Patoha  afiair;  but  these  men  were  not  ^• 

§uised.    I  understood  it  was  the  negroes  firing  upon  people  coming  fix>m  churofa^  and 
[iey  retaliated. 

Question,  Don't  you  know  the  investigation  extended  itself  into  general  aete  of  vi^ 
lenoe,  and  covered  Eu-Klux  operations  in  that  region  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  fact.  I  know  they  had  a  lengthy  ezaminatioi 
many  witnesses,  but  I  do  not  now  recall  the  testimony ;  only  I  recollect  one 
there  was  a  Ku-Elux  examined  from  Georgia. 

Question,  Did»he  not  say  also  Alabama? 

Answer.  I  believe  he  did ;  but  that  did  not  satisfy  me  there  was  one. 

QuesUon.  Didn't  that  put  you  on  inquiry? 

Answer.  1  did  not  make  any  particular  inquiries,  but  I  was  satisfied  then  and  am  now 
that  if  there  had  been  such  an  organization  in  Alabama  to  any  extent,  I  would  have 
known  it ;  that  if  any  of  my  friends  had  known  it,  they  would  have  commnnicateA  it 
to  me. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  make  any  effort  to  see  this  man  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Ever  see  his  testimony  i 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  extracts  from  it. 
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Queithft,  Did  yon  ever  make  any  effort  to  see  his  tesfiimoiiy  t 

Answer,  No^  sir. 

QuetHon,  It  is  a  matter  of  public  record  7 

Anwer.  It  is  in  the  county ;  but  it  is  not  customary  for  us  to  go  and  get  testimony 
•n  a  preliminary  examination. 

QitmUon,  You  have  seen  it  in  republican  papers  t 

Anmoer.  Seen  allusions  .to  it. 

Qii£9tkm,  Couldn't  you  have  got  a  transcript  of  it  t 

Anstcer,  Tes,  sir :  I  did  not  regard  it  as  Ku-Kluz,  only  an  ordinary  trial.  I  never  heard 
them  charged  with  being  Ku-Kiuz. 

QuOT^ion.  You  condemn  the  Ku-Eluxt 

Answer,  I- do. 

Question,  You  would  regard  it  as  a  great  calamity  if  they  should  get  up  any  genera) 
organization. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  If  they  should  undertake  to  control  the  State,  it  would  be  a 
calamity,  and  I  hope  pne  will  never  put  his  foot  on  the  soil  of  Alabama. 

QuesHon,  Still  they  have  done  it. 

Answer,  If  they  are  there,  I  hope  they  will  abandon  it.    In  my  speeches  I  have  de 
noonced  all  sorts  of  mob-law. 

Questwn,  Perhaps  that  is  the  reason  they  have  not  come  to  tell  you  about  it. 

Answer,  1  think  if  my  friends  had  any  knowledge  of  it,  they  would  b  ave  told  me  about  itt 

Question,  They  are  not  in  the  habit  of  consulting  those  who  are  opposed  to  them  7 

Ansujer.  No,  sir,  I  should  not  think  they  would;  bat  bodies  of  men  cannot  meet  with' 
out  our  observing  them.  How  could  a  body  of  men  carry  on  their  operations,  Avith 
their  uniforms  and  passwords,  and  not  be  seen  or  known  t 

Question,  You  have  not  been  all  over  the  State  t 

Answer,  I  have  been  over  most  of  it. 

Question,  At  night  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  generally  move  at  night  t 

Answer,  That  is  what  is  said  of  them. 

Question,  Have  yop  been  where  you  would  be  likely  to  see  them  parading  at  night  f 

Answer,  I  go  almost  all  over  the  State. 

Quesiion.  At  night  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  never  saw  them  parading,  nor  a  man  that  saw  them  parading.  I 
have  heard  men  speaking  of  the  occurrences  at  Hnntsville  and  Eutaw,  but  not  uiat 
they  saw  them. 

Question,  At  Hnntsville  they  paraded  in  presence  of  thousands  of  x>eople. 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  i>ervade  Alabama. 

Question.  You  believe  these  circumstances  on  the  testimony  of  intelligent  witnesses 
who  saw  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sii*.  ' 

QuesUan,  You  would  not  hesitate  to  believe  persons  who  saw  them  elsewhere  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  would  only  think  it  was  still  more  wonderful  that  you  had  not  known  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland :) 

Questum,  You  say  when  negro  suffrage  was  first  proposed  in  Alabama,  it  did  not  meet 
wiUi  £Etvor  f 

Answer.  No.  sir ;  not  with  the  muority. 

Question.  The  great  majority  of  the  white  people  were  opposed  to  it  t 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  there  any  change  in  sentiment  on  that  subject  now  f  Are  the  majority 
of  the  democratic  party  in  Alabama  now  in  favor  of  it  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  the  minority  are  in  favor  of  universal  negro  suff^ge.  The  ma- 
jority believe  the  negro,  as  he  exists  there  now,  is  not  qualified  for  the  ballot. 

QmeeUon.  You  say  you  do  not  propose  to  make  opposition  to  it  except  in  a  legal  and 
constitational  way  f 

Answer.  Certainly  not. 

QuesHon.'^o^,  suppose  the  demooratio  party  should  come  into  power  in  the  nation, 
and  bave  such  a  controlling  majority  in  Congress  as  to  submit  an  amendment  to  the 
States  Ibr  ratification,  stiiking  out  that  provision  that  hai  bec^  put  into  the  Constitu- 
tion, giving  snfi'rage  to  the  negro,  and  that  amendment  should  be. submitted  to  the 
State  «f  Alabama  to  vote  ux>on,  and  the  democrats  in  that  State  were  in  power,  how 
would  they  vote  upon  it  ? 

Answer,  Well,  if,  after  trying  negro  suffrage,  fhev  tbou^t  the  Ihcreflsed  refpteeenta- 
tioD,  by  virtue  of  the  negro  vote,  would  counterbalance  Uie  evil  of  such  an  ignoran^ 
mass  voting,  they  might  vote  to  continue  it;  but  I  do  not  think  the  temper  of  the  dem- 
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ocratic  party  now  in  Alabama,  ;if  the  qnestion  wero  to  be  left  to  tbem,  would  go  ftr- 
ther  tban  qualified  Buffrago  or  partial  suffrage. 

Question.  Suppose  Congress  should  be  so  constituted  as  to  propose  an  amendment  to 
strike  out  of  the  Constitution  the  extension  of  sulfrage  to  the  blacks,  leaving  it  jim  as 
it  was  before,  to  the  States,  and  that  amendment  should  be  submitted  to  iQabamft  to 
vote  upon. 

Ansmer,  Well,  sir,  they  would  vote  to  strike  it  out,  and  then,  I  think,  they  would  turn 
around  in  the  exercise  of  their  power  and  prerogative  as  a  State,  and  would  adopt  a 
liberal  policy  toward  the  negro.  To  what  extent  they  would  grant  suffrage,  I  camiot 
say ;  but  one  thin^  I  do  know,  they  would  confer  upon  him  every  right  he  has  the  in- 
telligence to  exercise. 

Question.  They  would  give  him  all  they  thought  he  ought  to  have  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  which  he  had  the  intelligence  to  exercise. 

Question.  Now,  suppose  vour  party  should  have  the  strength  to  elect  an  entire  con- 
gressional delegation  of  democrats,  and  the  question  were  to  come  up  in  -Congress 
whether  such  au  amendment  should  be  submitted  to  the  people,  how  would  that  dele- 
gation vote  upon  it  T 

Answer.  I  cannot  say ;  it  would  depend  upon  whom  they  sent  here. 

Question.  Suppose  they  sent  those  who  represented  the  opinion  of  the  minority  f 

Answer.  Then  my  opinion  is  that  they  would  vote  in  favor  of  the  amendment  to 
strike  out  njBgro  suffrage ;  and*  then,  I  believe,  the  State  would  be  as  liberal  as  the  con- 
dition of  the  negro  would  permit. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  That  is,  if  I  understood  you,  they  would  adopt  qualified  suflfragef 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  do  you  think  would  be  done,  then,  in  case  northern  men  should  get 
possession  of  pretty  much  all  the  property,  as  they  have  done  in  this  District  of  Co- 
lumbia t  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  danger  of  their  following  the  example  of 
Congress  in  taking  away  the  privilege  of  suffrage  fix)m  the  negro  jind  fix>m  the  whit« 
man,  too  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland :) 

Question.  In  regard  to  Mr.  Harrington,  when  was  it  that  the  sheriff  told  you  he  had 
that  advertisement  about  the  bank  robbery  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  after  the  first  session  at  which  Harrington  presided  w 
speaker — between  the  two  sessions  of  the  legislature. 

Quesiion.  That  legislature  was  not  elected  till  1868.  When  did  the  advertisement 
purport  to  say  the  robbery  happened  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  whether  I  i^sad  in  the  paper  where  the  robbery  happoied,  the 
whole  story^r  whether  it  was  iust  the  description  of  the  man. 

QiMstiem.  Was  it  a  robbery  which  had  just  taken  place  7 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir ;  some  time  before. 

Question.  Some  years  before  f 

Anvwer.  I  cannot  say ;  he  did  not  speak  of  it  as  a  recent  event.  My  reooUection  is, 
it  may  have  been  some  old  robbery  before  he  came  to  Alabama.  ^ 

Quesiionr  When  did  he  come  to  Alabama  7 

Answer.  1  think  just  after  the  Federal  army  landed  in  Mobile,  after  the  Biirreiidflr,in 
1865. 

Question.  What  was  the  idea  from  what  you  learned  about  it — ^that  the  Tobbeiy  ec- 
ourred  before  Harrington  came  to  Alabama,  or  that  he  wer.t  up  from  ^abaiM  to  the 
northwest  and  robbed  the  bank  ? 

Answer.  The  sheriff  g^ve  me  no  particulars.  The  court  was  in  seesioiiyaBd  Iwas 
going  up,  when  the  sheriff  stopped  me,  and  .<ihowed  this  thing  to  me. 

Queslum,  The  ailvertisement  described  somebo4y  as  having  something  to  do  with  itf 

Answer.  Described  two  men.  He  said^  ''I  have  got  one  of  the  fellows  in  jail;  aad 
he  says,  Harrington  is  the  other  man ;  did  you  ever  see  a  better  description  f '  1  ««• 
in  a  huiry,  and  f  did  not  believe  he  would  arrest  Harrington  anyhow ;  X  thooghi  Har- 
rington haid  too  much  money  for  him. 

Question.  Did  the  deacript^ou  api>ly  so  specially  and  peouUarly  to  him  aa  to  siog''^ 
him  out  from  all  the  men  in  the  IJnited  States  ? 

Answer,  It  was'very  much  like  him ;  but  I  do  not  know  if  I  had  read  it  I  should  ha^ 
thought  it  was  he. 

QwsHotL  Wat  be  marked  so  diaaimilariy  ftom  othenf 

Answer.  O,  no;  bat  he  is  a  man  with  rather  »  maiked  face;  yon  would  not  mvtaki 
him  for  another  man. 

Qussthn.  Your  opinion,  if  yon  had  any,  waa  more  inflnenced  by  the  £Mt  that  the 
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sheriff  told  yoa  that  the  other  man  in  jail  fudd  it  was  Harrington,  than  from  any  con- 
corrence  in  the  description  t 

Answer.  The  description  oonflrmed,  in  my  mind^  what  he  said. 

QueBtian.  The  description  wonld  have  been  a  good  one  of  Harrington  7 

Anstcer.  Tes,  sir. 

ifuestUm.  And  it  wonld  have  been  a  good  description  of  several  thousand  other  men  f 

An$wer.  Well,  I  do  not  think  i*  ever  saw  a  man  that  I  recollect  to  whom  it  wonld 
have  answered  so  well. 

QuetHon,  Was 'there  in  fact  a  man  in  prison  on  that  charge  t 

Answer.  I  suppose  so:  he  said  he  had  a  fellow. 

Question,  Do  yon  know  what  became  of  the  man  in  jail  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Never  heard  oi  him  afterward  f 

Answer.  Never.    I  do  not  think  I  saw  in  the  description  Harrington's  name  at  all.  « 

Question.  You  don't  remember  the  State  ? 

Answer,  A  western  State. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  bank  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  sheriff? 

Answer.  Barber ;  he  is  not  sheriff  now;   he  resigned  abont  two  months  ago 

QuesHon.  He  would  have  been  sheriff  if  he  had  not  reeigneil  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  got  into  some  pecuniary  troubles,  got  drinking,  and  then  resigned. 
He  spoke  of  leaving,  but  did  not.  I  wish  to  state  that  I  got  a  dispatch  on  Monday 
last,  (one  week  ago,)  at  11  o'clock,  to  appear  here,  and  left  the  following  morning  at  7 
o'dock  for  Washington,  and  have  been  too  busy  during  the  time  to  refresh  my  memory 
in  regard  to  facts.  I  may  have  been  inaccurate  .as  to  dates  and  details.  I  have  given 
the  substance  of  what  I  saw,  heard,  and  believe,  according  to  my  best  recollectioiis.- 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  20, 1871. 
JAMES  B.  CLARK  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  what  part  of  Alabama  do  you  reside  t 

Answer.  I  reside  in  Eutaw,  Greene  County,  Alabama. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  of  that  place  f 

Answer.  I  have  been  a  resident  there  for  thirty-two  years. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  the  State  T 

Answer.  I  have  resided  in  the  State  for  forty-nine  years,  lacking  two  or  three  moqths. 

Qu^on.  What  public  positions  have  you  held  in  the  State  f 

Answer.  I  have  been  a  member  of  tne  State  legi^atnre  several  times,  some  years 
since.  I  have  occupied  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  of  solicitor.  The  last 
office  I  occupied  was  that  of  chancellor  for  the  middle  division  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Question.  Will  you  please  state  wMfether  you  are  still  a  practicing  lawyer  at  the  bar, 
and  in  intercourse  with  the  people  of  that  section  of  the  State  in  which  you  live  f 

Answer.  I  am  a  practicing  lawyer ;  I  resigned  during  the  war  my  position  as  chan- 
cellor and  returned  to  the  bar. 

Question.  Do  you  practice  in  the  district,  or  circuit  aa  you  term  it  t 

Answer.  I  practice  in  a  few  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  State ;  I  have  never  practiced 
in  the  United  States  courts ;  I  have  practiced  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  State. 

Question.  State  to  the  committee  your  belief  in  regard  to  the  efficiency  of  the  ex6cu- 
tion  of  the  law  in  that  part  of  Alabama  with  which  you  are  acquainted,  and  in  the 
whole  State,  if  your  information  will  enable  you  to  do  so ;  and  also  in  regard  to  the 
secttrity  of  life,  person,  and  property. 

Answer.  1  think  that  at  this  time  the  law  can  be  administered  there  without  any 
difficulty  whatever.  Our  courts  are  held  regularly ;  our  circuits  and  the  courts  of 
oooinMn  law  ;  our  chancery  court,  as  a  matter  of  course,  is  a  court  of  peace,  and  is 
held  regularly.    The  juries,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  do  their  duty; 

Quemon.  The  purpose  of  our  inqtkiry,  as  set  forth  in  the  resolution  appointing  the 
committee,  is  to  ascertain  whether  the  laws  are  executed  in  the  late  insurrectionary 
Statee,  and  whether  Kfe,  person,  and  property  are  secure  in  those  States.  * 

Answer.  I  consider  that  at  this  time  li^,  and  person,  and  property  are  secnre.  There 
hav»baen  times  there  when  I  did  not  think  they  were  secure  J  but  I  think  they  are  at 
this  time. 

Question.  When  was  that  time,  and  fVom  what  causes  did  thftit  insecurity  arise  f 
•    afuftg***.  WeD,  after  the  war  everything  was  in  a  state  of  confbslon  in  our  counti^ ; 
but  that  has  gradaally  improved.    I  do  not  kno\^that  there  was  any  attempt  to  pre- 
vetft  JCbe  execution  of  t^o  laws )  but  'there  wer^excesses  by  personsj  sometimcB  by 

17 
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secret  combinations.    I  merely  say  there  were  excesses  by  secret  combinations;  I  do 
not  know  personally.    Bnt  I  think  that  has  all  passed  away ;  that  is  my  impression. 

Question,  At  what  time  did  those  secret  combinations  exist,  and  what  was  their  char- 
acter, to  the  extent  of  your  information  f 

Anstcer,  I  think  they  extended  down  to  within  the  last  eighteen  months.  Their 
character  was  that  whtch  is  generally  known  by  the  name  of  *'  Kn-Klox.'^  I  cannot 
say  that  I  ever  saw  a  Ka-Elux  in  my  life ;  I  only  speak  from  information  derived  fr^m 
others. 

Question,  What  was  the  mode  of  proceeding  by  that  organization,  as  yon  were 
■nformed  f 

J.    Anstoer,  Well,  sir,  as  I  have  understood,  they  collected  in  bodies  of  more  or  les^ 
rom  ten  to  twenty  and  thirty,  and  went  about  the  country  in  the  character  of  whut 
you  might  term  regulators ;  in  some  instances  there  were  great  excesses  committed,  as 
might  be  supposed. 

Question,  Did  they  go  in  disguises  and  armed? 

Answer.  O  yes,  sir;  disguised  and  armed,  and  on  horseback.' 

Question,  To  what  extent  did  those  excesses  go  in  the  county  in  which  you  reside, 
in  the  county  of  Greene  t 

Answer,  Some  time  since,  last  March  was  a  year,  there  was  a  body  of  these  men, 
amounting,  I  should  suppose  from  what  1  learned,  to  about  twenty-five ;  they  were 
variously  estimated  from  ten  to  fifty ;  but  according  to  the  best  information  I  could  get, 
they  were  about  twenty-five  in  number.  They  came  into  our  place  at  a  late  hour  of  tiie 
night  and  entered  the  room  of  a  young  man  at  the  hotel,  and  killed  him  in  the  most 
atrocious  manner.  That  is  the  greatest  excess  that  I  know  of  or  have  heard  of^  as 
having  been  committed  in  that  county. 

Question.  Was  that  young  man  Mr.  Boyd,  the  prosecuting  officer  of  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  Mr.  Boyd. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  town  at  that  time  T 

Answer.  I  was  in  my  residence,  in  the  town,  at  that  time. 

Question.  Did  it  occasion  any  alarm  or  excitement  in  the  town  ? 

Answer.  Not  much,  very  little.  So  far  as  I  could  learn,  from,  those  who  knew  most 
about  it,  it  took  place  about  11  or  12  o'clock  at  ni^ht,  and  the  parties  left  immediately 
after ;  there  was  not  much  alarm  and  very  little  excitement.  A  young  man  who 
boarded  at  my  house  came  up  in  the  morning  and  told  me  that  Mr.  Boyd  had  been 
murdered. 

Question.  Was  it  during  court  week  T 

Answer.  It  was*  during  a  large  meeting  of  the  presbytery  of  the  Pi"esbyterian  Church, 
which  was  in  session  in  the  place  at  the  time.  There  was  no  court  in  session  at  the 
time. 

Question,  At  that  time  of  year  would  the  people  of  your  town  generally  have  retired 
to  rest  at  the  hour  the  offence  was  committed  ? 

Answer.  1  think  so ;  as  far  as  I  could  learn  the  most  of  them  had  retired  to  rest  at 
that  hour.  There  were  a  few  young  men  about  the  hotel,  who  had  not ;  but  m6st  of 
the  people  of  the  town  had  fetired. 

Question.  Was  any  effort  jnade  to  alarm  the  town  that  night,  for  the  purpose  of  ar- 
resting the  perpetrators  of  the  act  T  • 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was ;  I  was  under  the  impression  that  there  was 
not.  I  have  understood  that  the  sheriff  was  called  on,  but  I  did  not  understand  that 
he  raised  any  body  of  men  to  pursue  them.  It  would  have  been  a  very  dangerous  effort 
to  have  done  so,  for  our  active  male  population  is  not  a  very  large  one;  the  whole  pop- 
ulation of  our  place,  white  and  black,  amounts  to  from  1,200  to  1,500, 1  suppose,  inclad- 
iug  men,  women,  and  children. 

Question.  Were  there  a  great  many  strangers  in  the  town  attending  the  sessions  of 
the  presbytery  f 

Anstve}\  There  were  many  ministers  and  elders  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  attendin£, 
but  they  were  all  off  at  private  houses,  not  about  the  public  house  at  all. 

Question.  Was  the  murder  of  Boyd  traceable  in  any  way  to  his  connection  with  the 
administration  of  justice  there f 

'Ansu^r,  It  was  thought  that  it  had  some  connection.  There  had  been  a  man  kille<i 
by  the  name  of  Snoddy,  a  short  time  previous,  in  a  most  atrocious  manner,  while  he 
was  going  from  the  village  to  his  house.  I  understood  that  his  horse  had  left  him  and 
he  was  walking  home.  He  was  found  the  next  morning  with  his  throat  cut  from  ear 
to  ear,  and  robbed  of  some  money.  Suspicion  rested  on  a  couple  of  negroes,  who  were 
taken  up  and  put  in  jail  after  an  examination.  They  subsequently  broke  jail,  as  I  un- 
derstood, and  were  pursued  and  taken,  and  some  persons  said  they  were  slain,  or  one 
of  them  was ;  I  know  nothing  about  it,  though.  As  I  learned,  Mr.  Boyd,  upon  the  ex- 
amination of  those  negroes,  showed  very  little  interest  to  have  them  committed,  and 
other  counsel  were  emiployed  and  had  them  committed.  When  they  got  out  of  jail  an 
old  man,  who  was  connected  with  one  of  them,  was  suspected  of  aiding  them  to  get 
away,  or  in  some  way  being  connlbted  with  them— I  cannot  speak  very  distinctly 
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about  that.  At  any  rate,  this  old  man  was  taken  and  hung^  and  Mr.  Boyd  showed  a 
great  deal  of  intereiBt  to  have  that  matter  inquired  into,  although  it  was  supposed  that 
he  Glowed  very  litUe  interest  in  the  investigation  into  Snoddy^s  death.  Mr.  Boyd,  as 
I  learned,  made  some  indiscreet  threats  that  he  knew  wlio  the  persons  were  who  had 
hong  the  old  man,  and  he  intended  to  keep  the  grand-jury  there  six  months  but  what 
he  would  have  the  matter  probed  to  the  oottom.  This  was  a  short  time  before  the 
court  wa^  to  sit,  and  I  suppose,  and  I  think  that  is  the  public  opinion,  that  Mr.  Boyd 
brought  himself  -to  his  death  by  his  indiscretion  in  telling  what  he  was  going  to  do. 
Those  persons  who  had  hung  tnis  old  man  did  not  intend  that  it  should  ever  be  Known 
who  they  were.  That  is  the  opinion  I  have  formed.  I  believe  that  is  the  public  opin- 
ion of  both  parties  in  my  place. 

Question,  Do  we  understand  you  to  say  that  it  is  the  public  opinion  there  that  the 
Bamo  persons  who  had  been  engaged  in  hanging  the  old  man  also  murdered  Boyd  f 

Answer,  The  same  persons  who  bad  been  engaged  in  hanging  this  old  black  man  were 
the  same  persons  who  murdered  Boyd.  That  is  the  impression.  That  is  mine,  so  far 
as  I  coula  learn  anything  about  it. 

Question,  Do  you  give  that  as  the  most  recent  instance  of  any  offense  of  that  charae- 
ter  committed  in  your  county  that  yon  have  heard  of? 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  killing  by  any  secret  body  of  men.  I  have 
heard  since  of  bodies  of  men  in  disguise  passing  through  the  county  and  causing  per- 
sons who  were  obnoxious  to  leave  the  country,  hut  that  is  the  only  certain  case  that  I 
could  state  distinctly — that  is,  a  well-defined  case  of  killing. 

Question.  How  recent  occurrences  of  that  kind  have  there  been,  which  you  were  sat- 
islied  did  occur  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  any  that  I  am  satisfied  fiilly  did  occur.  I  heard 
that  there  was  a  case  of  that  kind  during  last  March  or  February ;  but  I  do  not  think 
it  was  well  ascertained.  There  was  a  man  who,  by  his  conduct  in  many  ways,  was 
obnoxious  to  the  people ;  he  had  once  been  our  tax-assessor.  He  ci^ne  there  and  left 
suddenly  after  being  there  two  nights,  and  I  understeod  that  a  body  of  disguised  men 
had  come  about  his  place  at  night,  and  he  was  not  seen  afterward,  but  left.  Whether 
it  was  so  or  not,  I  do  not  know ;  I  do  not  pretend  to  advance  any  certain  statement 
about  it.  Those  reports  frequently  get  out  when  there  is  really  no  foundation  for 
them. 
•    Question,  Have  there  been  any  cases  of  that  character  tried  in  your  courts? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  no  cases  of  that  character.  When  Boyd  was  slain  the  grand  jury 
were  empanneled  at  the  next  term  of  the  court,  and  it  was  proposed  by  some  of  my 
friends  that  I  should  be  the  prosecutor,  as  he  had  been  the  solicitor ;  and  I  would  not 
have  refused,  but  the  circuit  judge  appointed  another  gentleman,  who,  I  think,  was 
much  better  qualified  than  I  was,  because  my  age  and  other  circumstances  would  have 
prevented  me  from  being  a  satisfactory  prosecutor.  The  grand-jury  were  kept  together 
for  two  weeks,  the  entire  term.  One  of  my  sons,  who  is  a  lawyer,  was  during  the  time 
associated  with  the  prosecutor  as  assistant.  The  grand-jury  were  kept  there  two 
weeks,  but  they  were  unable  to  get  any  evidence  to  prove  who  had  slain  Boyd.  I 
conversed  occasionally  with  the  prosecuting  ofiScers,  and  ]  earned  from  them  that  they 
could  get  no  evidence  on  that  point.  The  grand-jury  made  a  report  that  they  could 
get  no  evidence  of  who  the  parties  were,  but  that  from  the  best  information  they  could 
obtain  they  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  parties  came  from  an  acyoining  county.  That 
might  have  been  so,  or  it  might  not ;  I  was  satisfied  that  the  party  did  not  belong  to 
our  town. 
Question.  From  which  adjoining  county? 
Answer,  From  Pickens  County. 

QueitUon.  Have  there  been  in  Pickens  County  violations  of  the  law  of  a  similar  char- 
acter? 

Answer,  I  am  not  certain.  There  had  been  reports  that  bodies  of  disguised  men 
were  there^  and  that  they  had  threatened  the  solicitor,  but  I  do  not  know  that  fact. 
Still,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  was  so ;  that  there  had  been  bodies  of  disguised 
men  in  that  county. 

Question,  From  the  information  which  you  derived  in  the  practice  of  your  profes- 
sion, and  as  a  citizen,  from  your  intercourse  with  the  people  had  you  any  doubt  as  to 
the  e^dstence  of  that  organization  in,  those  counties? 

Anstcer.  I  have  no  doubt  myself  that  such  an  organization  has  existed  in  that  sec- 
tion of  Alabama:  but  other  gentlemen,  in  whom  I  have  confidence,  have  doubts,  and 
say  that  it  never  has  existed  there;  that  there  have  been  only  there  occa.sional  collec- 
tions of  men,  and  that  there  never  was  a  Ku-Klux  organization  there.  My  own  opin- 
ion has  been,  and  for  a  very  considerable  time,  that  there  was  such  an  organization. 

QuestioH,  From  your  information,  derived  in  that  manner,  please  state  to^the  com- 
mittee what  you  understand  to  have  been  the  i>ui^ose  of  that  organization,  and  its 
mode  of  operation. 

Answer.  I  think  the  first  purpose  of  the  organization  was  to  counteract  these  Loyal 
or  Union  Leagues,  as  some  call  them.    There  were  collections  in  our  section  of  conn- 
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try  (I  presume  the  committee  have  been  infonned  of  them)  night  afber  nighk,  or,  if 
not  night  after  night,  week  after  week,  of  large  bodies  of  negroes,  with  some  bod  white 
men .  among  them  to  control  and  manage  tnem.  I  think  this  Ku-Klux  organization 
was  set  on  foot  for  the  purpose  of  scaring  the  negroes,  as  its  members  went  in  dis- 
guise, and  their  appearance,  as  I  am  told,  was  not  very  prepossessing,  but  rather  cal- 
culated very  mucn  to  alarm.  The  obiect  was  to  scare  the  negroes,  and  prevent  tboee 
organizations  of  them.  But  I  think  they  went  further  than  that.  If  they  had  stopped 
at  that,  perhaps  it  might  have  been  well  enough ;  but  I  tiiink  they  went  further  than 
that. 

Question,  Did  they  go  so  far  ^  to  intimidate  negroes  by  violence,  by  whippings,  and 
in  some  instances  by  murder  ? 

Artaiver,  I  think  that  the  ne^oes  were  intimidated  by  that  organization ;  and  it  was 
said  that  some  negroes  were  slain ;  some  were  missing,  but  I  cannot  speak  with  any 
degree  of  certainty ;  only  I  know  that  in  regard  to  one  negro  he  was  missing.  He 
lived  near  me,  and  never  was  seen  afterward. 

Question.  Assuming  now  that  the  Ku-Klux  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  counter- 
acting the  political  organization  of  the  Union  League,  and  that  it  passed  from  that 
purpose  to  the  commission  of  acts  of  violence,  was  there  any  organist  effort,  or  any 
pronounced  public  sentiment  brought  to  bear  for  the  'purpose  of  preventing  that  kind 
of  violence  f 

Anewer,  You  say  ''organized  effort ;"  I  suppose  you  mean  public  expression  of  senti- 
ment. 

Question,  Tes,  sir. 
.  AnstDer.  1  do  not  think  that  there  was  any  public  expression  of  sentiment  on  the 
subject.    That  the  larger  portion  of  the  population  of  the  community  in  which  I  Uve 
was  decidedly  opposed 'to  everything  of  that  kind,  I  have  no  doubt.    But  there  never 
were  any  meetings,  or  anything  of  the  kind,  held  for  the  purpose  uf  putting  it  down. 

Question,  What  prevented  that  sentiment,  which  you  say  existed,  irom  finding  pob- 
lic  expression  f    Was  there  any  terror  on  the  subject  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  there  might  have  been  some  cause ;  these  men  traveled  in  the 
night ;  they  were  unknown  to  us ;  we  might  be  conversing  with  one  of  them  in  the 
street  and  not  know  it.  But  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  public,  the  orderly  men, 
did  not  like  to  come  into  any  contact  with  that  class  of  men,  for  they  wore  generally 
the  reckless  and  lawless  part  of  our  community. 

Question.  Did  not  that  understanding,  which  you  say  existed,  that  the  Ku-Klux  was 
organized  in  opposition  to  the  Union  League,  give  to  its  existence  a  political  char- 
acter f 

Answer.  Well,  it  did  to  some  extent. 

Question.  And  did  not  men  divide,  to  some  extent,  according  to  their  political  opin- 
ions, as  to  whether  they  condemned,  or  justilied.  or  excused  the  operations  of  the  Ka- 
Kluxf 

Answer.  No ;  there  was  no  such  division,  or,  I  might  say,  very  little.  There  was  no 
body  of  people  to  divide"  we  were  all  of  one  way  of  thinking ;  we  had  no  white  repnbli- 
oans  there,  or  only  three  or  four ;  not  half  a  dozen  in  the  counny. 

Question,  Was  it  understood  that  the  Ku-Klux  was  comx>osed  of  white  men  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  understood  that  it  was  composed  of  white  men. 

Question,  And  therefore,  whether  designed  or  not  as  a  political  organization,  all  its 
members  acted  with  the  democratic  party  f 

Answer.  Well,  whenever  the  democratic  party  acted  they  acted  with  us ;  when  I  say 
"  with  us,"  I  mean  that  I  belong  to  that  party. 

Question,  Has  that  feeling  rendered  it  difficult,  even  when  members  of  the  demo- 
cratic party  condemned  the  proceedings  of  that  organization,  to  bring  them  to  justice  f 

An8w&.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  nas  or  not.  I  can  only  tell  you  that  there  have 
been  parties  indicted  that  I  know  of,  and  that  vigilance  has  been  exercised  by  officers 
of  the  law  and  ^and  juries,  so  far  as  I  could  learn,  without  bringing  any  one  of  that 
organization  to  justice. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Because  they  could  not  discover  who  they  were  f 

Ansicer.  They  could  not  discover  them ;  that  was  it ;  they  could  not  find  oat  who 
they  were. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  continuailCe  of  that  organization ;  do  yon 
understand  that  it  still  exists  f 

Answer.  The  impression  is  that  it  does  not.  I  conversed  with  several  persons  before 
I  left  home,  and  the  impression  is  that  the  organization  does  not  exist,  and  could  not  in 
our  section  of  the  country  at  this  time. 

QuesUon.  What  led  to  its  disbanding  ? 

Answer,  I  dp  not  knew.    It  is  exceedingly  unpopular  with  the  respectable  white  men 
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of  that  seotion  of  conn  try,  and  those  men  belonging  to  that  organization  must  know 
that  fact.  Some  of  the  white  men  have  exprestied  tliemselves  publicly  in  the  streets 
against  it ;  I  have  myself  for  one.  And  I  am  satisfied  that  these  young  men— for  it  is 
principally  the  young  men  who  compose  this  organization — are  beginning  to  he  satis- 
fied that  it  ought  not  to  exist ;  and  consequently  we  have  had  no  appearance  of  that ' 
organization  for  a  considerable  time  now,  within  my  knowledge. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 

Question,  You  think  the  public  opinion  of  the  country  has  put  it  down  ? 

Anstper,  I  think  the  public  opinion  of  the  coyntr^  is  decidedly  opposed  t€»  it. 

Question,  And  yon  think  that  is  the  reason  why  it  has  ceased  to  exist  f 

An»ioer,  I  think  that  has  had  its  influence  upon  them.  I  suppose,  without  knowing 
it,  that  a  great  many  of  the  persons  belonging  to  this  organization  are  young  men  of 
respectable  families ;  and  of  course  they  have  heard  the  organization  denounced  in 
then*  own  houseSi  and  have  become  satisfied  that  our  situation  as  a  people  requires  that 
no  such  organization  shonld  exist. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Quegtien.  Is  it  your  belief  that  that  public  opinion  against  it  is  strengthening? 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir ;  streugthening  every  day. 

Question.  Are  yon  satisfied  that  that  public  opinion  brought  to  bear  upon  it  will  have 
the  effect  of  suppressing  the  orj^anization  f 

Answer.  Eventually  lam  satisfied  it  will,  if  it  exists  at  all  now.  Now  no  man  would 
have  it  understood — ^if  you  were  to  tell  a  man  now  that  he  belonged  to  the  Ku-Klux 
yon  wonld  insult  him — no  man  would  have  it  understood  that  he  ever  belonged  to  such 
an  organization. 

Q%ie9tion,  Are  we  to  understand,  then,  that  heretofore  public  opinion  has  been  rather 
in  syHipathy  with  it  than  against  it  ? 

Anstver,  No ;  I  do  not  want  you  to  understand  me  in  that  way. 

QuestUm,  Or  was  it  silent? 

Anstffer.  Rather  silent. 

Question,  Were  you  in  Eutaw  at  the  time  a  public  meeting  was  teld  there  ?  I  believe 
it  was  last  October. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  last  October. 

QuesH&n.  It  was  during  the  political  (Ampaign  of  last  year  ? 

Answer,  1  was  in  my  house  then  j  I  had  been  crippled  a  few  days  before,  and  was  not 
at  the  meeting. 

Question.  We  have  had  eome  statements  made  here  by  some  gentlemen  in  regard  to 
what  occurred  at  that  meetiug.  We  want  your  knowledge  of  that  occurrence,  if  you 
will  give  it  to  us. 

Anstver,  I  have  very  little  kn6wledge  about  it.  Certain  gentlemen  came  there  for 
the  purpose  of  making  speeches  to  the  colored  people,  because  their  party  had  no  oth- 
ers to  make  them  to,  or  at  least  but  very  few  others.  There  Vas  a  meeting  called  at 
the  same  time  on  the  part  of  the  democratic  party ;  I  was  absent  in  an  adjoining 
county  when  it  was  called.  I  had  heard  some  intimation  that  it  would  be  called,  but 
I  did  not  know  that  it  would  be  until  I  received  a  handbill  at  the  place  where  I  was 
attending  court,  advertising  a  meeting  on  the  part  of  the  democratic  party.  My  under- 
standing is  that  they  did  meet  on  one  side  oi  the  court-house  and  the  republicans  on 
the  other  side,  and  that  the  company  gradually  passed  from  the  democratic  side  over 
to  the  other  to  see  what  waft  going  on  there ;  that  in  that  manner  an  excitement  arose, 
and  there  was  some  shooting  and  some  few  negroes  wounded ;  that  ib  ray  understand- 
ing abont  it,  but  it  is  all  an  understanding,  because  I  could  not  be  present  at  all. 

Question.  You  were  not  there  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  get  out  of  my  own  house  at  that  time. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Qttestion.  How  many  negroes  did  you  understand  were  wounded  on  that  day  ? 

Anncer.  I  have  heard  it  represented  on  tbe  part  of  some  that  there  were  fifty-four 
wounded^  and  that  three  or  lour  were  killed.  I  have  satisfied  myself,  in  takiug  very 
great*  pains  to  ascertain  the  precise  number,  that  no  negro  was  killed  on  the  occa- 
sion. 

Question.  How  many  wounded  ? 

Anstver.  Not  more  than  three  or  four  at  the  furthest  were  wounded.  A  gentleman 
who  has  already  given  evidence  before  the  committee,  General  Warner,  says  that  the 
paper  in  my  town  stated  that  there  were  thirty  or  forty  who  were  wounded.  The  Gen- 
eral may  be  right,  but  the  paper  was  wrong;  there  never  were  thirty  or  forty  wounded 
at  that  time.  I  think  if  there  had  been  any  considerable  number  wounded  it 
would  have  been  known.  They  all  mention  one  old  man  who  had  his  thigh  broken, 
and,  as  I  told  General  Warner  yesterday,  we  would  hear  of  that  very  often. 
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By  the  Chairmax  : 

(Question,  Did  any  of  those  who  were  wounded  afterword  die  ? 
Anatver,  1  do  not  think  there  were  any  who  died. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Would  yon  not  have  heard  of  it,  in  such  a  small  community  as  that  f 
Answer,  1  think  if  any  had  died  I  should  have  heard  of  it.    This  old  man  who  had 
his  thigh  hroken,  and  whom  they  always  bring  up  on  every  occasion,  did  not  die;  ftud 
tiie  boy  that  had  belonged  to  me,  and  who  was  wounded,  I  know  did  not  die. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Were  anv  white  men  wounded  then  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  was.. 

Question,  What  is  the  name  of  the  democratic  paper  in  your  town ;  tj^e  Eutaw  Whigf 

Answer,  The  Eutaw  Whig  and  Observer. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Questimu  Was  there  not  one  white  man  wounded  in  the  knee?  What  is  your  recol- 
lection about  that  ? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  think  there  was  auy  white  man  wounded.  There  was  one  gentle- 
man who  I  understand  had  a  shot  through  his  pants ;  but  I  do  not  think  there  was  any 
white  man  wounded.  In  regard  to  the  boy  wno  had  once  belonged  to  me,  I  inquired 
of  a  respectable  young  man  who  was  present,  but  did  not  participate  in  it,  and  be  said, 
*'  I  saw  him  myself  draw  a  pistol  to  snoot,  and  some  one  shot  him  down." 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  I  have  an  article  here  taken  from  a  Meridian  newspaper  of  the  date  of  Oc- 
tober 27, 1870.  The  article  is  headed  thus :  "  The  Eutaw  Whig  will  to-day  publish  the 
following  full  and  particular  account  of  the  exciting  affair  of  Tuesday,  by  Colonel  Joe 
Taylor,  the  clear-headed  and  reliable  editor.  We  return  thanks  for  using  it  in  advance 
of  the  mails."    I  suppose  that  is  the  same  article  that  appeared  in  the  Whig  ? 

Anstoer.  I  remember  now  that  the  Meridian  pai)er  got  it  all  wrong. 

Question,  The  nart  of  the  article  to  which  you  refer,  I  suppose,  is  this ;  "Two  white 
men  were  wounded,  and  many  received  bullet  holes  through  their  clothes  during  the 
fight.  Many  narrow  escapes  from  brick-bats^istol  and  gun-shots  were  made,  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  negroes  were  woundeo^of  whom  two  have  since  died  of  their 
wounds."    That,  I  suppose,  is  the  mistake  to  which  you  refer  t 

Ansu}€r.  1  do  not  believe  a  word  of  it ;  I  do  not  believe  twenty-five  or  thirty  negroes 
were  wounded;  I  do  not  believe. a  single  negro  died  of  the  wounds  he  received.  I 
understood  that  the  negroes  rallied  and  turned  after  being  driven ;  starting  down  the 
street  they  rallied  and  then  they  shot,  and  threw  brick-bats  and  everything  of  the 
kind.    I  only  say  I  understood  that. 

Question,  I  suppose  this  occurrence  gave  rise,  as  it  naturally  would,  to  a  very 
excited  political  feeling  on  both  sides  in  your  town  ? 

Anstcer,  Some ;  not  a  great  deal,  no. 

Question.  Is  it  con-ect  that  a  fair  haa  been  held  in  your  town  to  raise  money  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  in  the  defense  of  the  men  who  are  indicted  for  that  riot  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  our  ladies,  some  two  months  ago,  did  have  a  tableau  for  the 

Eurpose  of  raising  .money  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  young  men  who  were  carried  to 
[obile.  Most  of  them  were  young  men  without  means,  and  the  ladies  did  have  a 
tableau  for  that  purpose,  and  while  some  of  lis.  did  not  exactly  approve  of  it,  still  it  was 
their  business,  and  we  did  not  interfere  with  it  in  any  way.  Others  of  us  famished 
the  money,  which  we  will  again  in  th^  fall,  when  they  are  carried  to  Mobile. 

Question.  Did  you  investigate  this  occurrence  sufficiently  to  satisfy  yourself  who 
commenced  the  shooting  there  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  investigate  it.  There  are  two  views  of  that ;  I  have  un- 
dei'stood.  from  others  that  it  will  be  shown,  or  attempted  to  be  shown,  that  the  negroes 
commenced  it '  But  I  did  not  investigate  it  myself. 

Question.  They  ran,  did  they  not  1  Was  it  not  your  information  that  they  ran  when 
the  firing  commenced  f 

Answer.  They  ran,  and  then  rallied  and  returned  the  fire,  is  the  information  I  have. 

Question.  Are  any  gentlemen  firom  Eutaw  present  in  this  city  who  were  at  that  meet- 
ing ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  are  two  gentlemen  in  my  company,  Colonel  Jolly  and  Migor 
Pierce ;  they  were  both  at  the  meeting. 

Qtiestion.  They  were  at  the  meeting  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  andean  give  much  better  information  in  regard  to  the  matter  than 
I  can. 

Question.  The  sympathy  of  the  town  itself  was  strongly  in  favor  with  the  white 
men  who  were  engaged  in  that  shooting,  was  it  not  ? 
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Answer.  I  think  the  sentiment  of  the  town  was  in  their  favor.  Wo  have  a  southern 
sentiment  that  pervades  the  "whole  coantry,  and  I  think  that  sentiment  was  in  their 
&vor.  Altbongh  T  disapprove  anything  of  the  kind,  and  of  any  attempt  to  set  the 
]aw8  at  defiance,  still  I  cannot  say  that  my  sympathies  were  not  on  the  side  of  the 
white  men,  and  opposed  to  the  radicals  and  the  carpet-baggers. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  :   • 

Question,    Is  it  not  claimed  by  men  who  were  there  that,  before  any  firing  was  done, 
there  was  a  rush  of  a  set  of  negroes  with  knives  brandished  f 
Answer.  No,  I  think  not ;  I  have  not  heard  of  that 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Has  not  that  sentiment  yon  spoke  of  been  so  strong  that  traveling  shows 
there  have  advertised  concerts  to  be  given  in  aid  of  the  men  who  were  indicted  for 
that  riot  7 

Ansu^.  I  have  heard  that  they  have.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  any ;  not  in 
aid  of  tne  riot,  bat  in  aid  of  the  men  who  were  indicted. 

Question.  I  have  here  a  paper  which  some  one  has  forwarded  to  me  by  mail,  and 
which  reached  me  this  morning.  It  is  a  copy  of  the  Eutaw  Whig  and  Observer  ;  will 
you  look  at  the  article  that  is  marked  there,  and  say  if  you  know  anything  about  such 
an  exhibition  of  *'■  The  Queen  Sisters,"  as  they  are  called  ? 

Answer.  I  attended  a  meeting  of  "  The  Queen  Sisters,"  but  I  do  not  think  it  was  on 
accoant.of  this  affair;  but  I  tnink  that  subsequently  they  did  have  such  a  meeting. 
[Beading  from  the  paper.]  "  The  company  (Queen  Sisters)  gave  one  of  their  concerts 
in  Gneensboro  for  the  benefit  of  those  citizens  of  ouifcounty  now  on  trial  in  Mobile 
before  the  United  States  court,  and  propose  to  give  one  in  this  place,  some  eight  or  ten 
days  hence,  for  the  benefit  of  our  Ladies'  Greene  County  Memorial  Association."  The 
Greene  County  Memorial  Association  is  of  a  different  character  entirely.  Upon  reflec- 
tion, I  do  not  think  they  ever  gave  any  concert  in  Greene  County  for  the  benefit  of 
those  men. '  They  did  give  one  for  the  benefit  of  the  Greene  County  Memorial  Asso- 
ciation, which  is  an  association  to  keep  in  remembrance  the  death  of  our  soldiers. 

Question.  The  statement  in  that  paper  in  reference  to  the  concert-  given  in  Gneens- 
boro for  the  benefit  of  the  young  men  of  your  county  on  trial  at  Mobile  relates  to  the 
men  indicted  for  the  riot  ? 

Angicer.  Yes.  sir ;  but  that  was  in  an  adjoining  county. 

Question.  Wno  is  the  present  judge  in  your  circuit  f 

Anstcer.  Luther  R.  Smith. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  complaints  in  your  county,  of  a  general  character,  of 
the  inefficiency  or  incapacity  of  Judge  Smith  as  a  presiding  judge. 

Ansufer.  1  do  not  think  there  have  been.    Judge  Smith  did  not  hold  our  last  term. 

Question.  What  is  your  own  belief  as  to  his  capacity  as  a  lawyer  and  as  a  jurist  ? 

Answer.  1  think  he  is  a  very  fair  ixxd^e ;  I  think  that  he  is  a  man  of  very  respecta- 
ble talents,  and  a  clear  and  discriminating  mind. 

Question.  Is  there  any  other  tact  within  your  knowledge,  or  that  you  would  desire  to 
commanicate  to  the  committee,  as  throwing  any  light  upon  the  subject  committed  to 
them  for  investigation  ?    If  there  is,  state  it  fully  to  the  committee. 

Answer.  I  do  not  wish  to  state  anything^  unless  questions  are  asked  me,  except  that 
if  there  is  any  impression  on  the  part  of  any  one  that  human  life  is  not  safe  there  now, 
and  ^ntlemen  cannot  travel  through  that  country  as  safely  as  they  could  do  so  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  I  wish  to  express  my  dissent  from  any  opinion  of  that  kind. 
I  believe  gentlemen  can  travel  through  the  county  of  Greene,  it  is  immaterial  where 
they  come  from,  with  as  much  safety  as  they  can  travel  through  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania or  any  other  part  of  the  United  States.  . 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Can  any  per  son  express  his  opinion  upon  political  subjects  there  with  im- 
punity f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  perhaps  an  open-mouth  man  who  should  go  there  might  get 
a  tight  on  his  hands,  if  he  commenced  to  express  his  opinions. .  I  think  it  very  likely 
some'of  those  open-mouth  men  might  get  their  mouths  slapped.  That  is  a  sort  of 
privilege  men  in  the  West  and  South  claim,  slapping  the  mouth  of  a  fellow  who  does 
not  please  them. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  To  what  extent  does  that  feeling  go,  in  regard  tathe  expression  of  political 
opinions  to  the  negroes,  instructing  them  as  to  their  rights,  and  the  right  to  the  exer- 
cise of  suffni^e  in  particular;  does  it  amount  to  absolute  hostility  or  violence  ? 

Answer.  T^ll,  I  do  not  know  whether  it  does.  I  think  myself  that  persons  would  not 
he  entirely  safe  to  go  there  and  call  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  addressing  the  colored 
people;  that  is  the  opinion  I  have;  others  differ  from  me,  and  say  it  would  be  perfectly 
safe  for  them  to  do  so.    We  are  a  sensitive  people ;  and  while  we  are  willing  to  ro6x>ect 
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other  people,  we  do  not  want  them  to  interfere  with  oar  matters.  The  negroes  and 
we  are  getting  along  remarkably  well  just  now ;  the  negroes  are  our  operatives  oc 
laborers ;  and  the  two  races  are  necessary  to  each  other.  There  never  was  a  kinder 
feeling  between  the  negro  and  the  wliite  man  in  om:  section  of  the  country  than  there 
is  at  this  moment. 

Questioiu  Take  the  case  of  negroes  who  have  been  whipped,  or  subjected  to  auy  other 
acts  of  violence  by  these  armed  bands  of  disguised  men  ;  if  a  white  man,  any  white 
man;  wore  to  say  to  them  publicly  that  they  had  the  same  right  as  white  men  liave  to 
the  promotion  of  their  persons  and  property,  and  that  they  ought  to  stand  up  for  tbeui 
and  defend  them,  would  that  be  considered  as  an  interference  with  the  rights  of.  the 
southern  people  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  not.  We  tell  the  negroes  about  their  rights.  I  have  told  those  n^roes 
who  once  belonged  to  me  that  they  were  free,  and  have  right-s  as  free  men  aodlree 
women,  and  I  have  no  doubt  others  have  said  the  same  thing  to  them.  I  never  tried 
to  influence  but  one  negro  to  vote  on  my  side  of  the  question,  and  he  would  not  do  it. 
I  said  to  him,  "  Why,  you  are  going  to  vote  for  a  man  who  is  a  drunkard,  a  trifliog 
scoundrel,  and  no  manner  of  man  ;  vou  are  a  Presbyterian  and  I  am  a  Presbyterian, 
and  why  will  you  vote  that  ticket  t"  "  O,*'  said  he,  "  I  must  vote  that  ticket,  beoaose 
my  party  votes  that  way ;"  not  that  the  ticket  he  was  going  to  vote  for  was  right,  but 
that  his  party  was  going  to  vote  that  way.  That  is  the  only  colored  man  I  ever  tried  to 
influence;  I  stopp^  at  that.  I  have  never  attempted  to  inflnence  those  I  have  had 
about  me.  Sometimes  I  have  asked  them,  *'  Are  you  going  to  vote  V*  and  the  reply  has 
been,  "  No,  I  don't  care  about  voting."  I  would  say  to  mem,  "  If  you  want  to-day  to 
go  and  vote,  why  go  and  vote."  .  I  have  never  asked  them  how  they  were  going  to  vote. 

Question,  Could  expressions  of  the  character  which  I  indicated  a  moment  ago  be  nsed 
w^th  safety  to  the  colored  people  in  public  meetings  f 

Answer.  If  public  meetings  were  allowed  to  be  held  at  all,  they  could. 

Qtiestion.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  dangerous  to  call  public  meeting  of  the  colored 
people  in  your  State  for  political  purposes,  in  the  present  state  of  feeling  there  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  speak  of  any  county  but  the  county  I  am  in,  because  I  do  not  knoif 
the  public  sentiment  in  other  counties. 

Qu^tion.  Well,  as  to  the  county  in  which  yon  live  ? 

Anstver.  1  am  inclined  to  think  it  would  not  be  entirely  safe.  Other  gentleosen,  I 
say,  think  diflerently  from  me ;  they  think  it  would  be  safe. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  What  is  your  age  f 

Ansicer.  I  shall  be  seventy-five  years  of  age  to-morrow  night. 
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By  the  Chairman  :  • 

Question,  Do  you  live  in  Alabama  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  part  ? 

Answer,  In  Greene  County,  in  Butaw. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  there  f 

Answer.  All  my  life. 

Question,  What  is  your  occupation  f 

Answer.  I  am  a  lawyer. 

Question,  Do  you  practice  in  the  circuit  there  f 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesH/on,  Have  you  such  information  of  the  existing  state  of  things  in  that  judicial 
circuit  as  will  enable  you  to  testify  iu  regard  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  the  se- 
curity of  person  and  property  within  those  limits  f 

Anewer.  I  think  I  have. 

Question,  Go  on  and  state  to  the  committee  your  views  upon  that  question  in  year 
own  manner. 

Answer,  The  condition  of  the  country  is  as  quiet  and  peaceable  now  as  I  have  ever 
known  it  to  be,  either  before  or  since  the  war.  The  laws  are  executed  without  trodble 
and  without  diflQculty.  The  condition  of  the  country  at  this  time  is  very  quiet  and 
peaceable,  and  the  laws  better  observed  and  better  enforced  than  they  have  been  at 
any  time  before  or  since  the  war. 

Question,  Is  that  so  in  all  clasdes  of  cases,  both  civil  and  criminal  t 

Answer,  I  think  so. 
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Oi9^0M.  Have  yoa  any  knowledge  of  the  existence  in  the  State  of  Alabama  of  any 
secret  organization,  commcHily  know  ae  Ku-Klox,  or  by  any  other  name  f 

Answer,  I  have  not.  I  will  state  that,  so  far  as  my  information  goes,  and  it  is  pretty 
general  throughout  that  section  of  the  country,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Ku-Klnx 
organization,  or  Anything  that  assimilates  to  the  character  given  to  that  organization, 
has  ever  existed  in  that  section  of  country,  or  does  now  exist  there. 

Questum,  Have  you  ever  understood  that  it  is  one  of  the  obligations  of  that  organiza- 
tion to  keep  its  existence  secret  t 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  anything  about  that*  ^ 

Question,  Is  that  the  general  reputation  in  that  region,  whore  it  is  alleged  to  exist  ? 

Answer,  1  have  heard  such  reports ;  I  have  understood  from  newspaper  accounte  thf^t 
they  did  keep  their  counsels  secret. 

QuestUm,  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  violations  of  the  law  having  been  com- 
mitted in  the  county  of  Greene  by  Cands  of  armed  men  in  disguise,  and  in  the  night  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  have  known  of  a  few ;  I  knew  of  the  killing  of  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Boyd ;  I  believe  it  was  in  March,  1870.  I  was  not  at  homo  at  that  time ;  I 
was  in  Mobile.  I  understood  he  was  killed  by  disguised  men ;  and  I  have  heard  of  one 
negro  being  killed  by  disguised  men;  though  of  tnese  matters  I  do  not  know  anything 
personally.  I  was  not  at  home  at  that  time ;  I  have  simply  heard  that  they  were 
killed  by  disguised  men.  I  think  it  was  rnmored  tliat  the  negro,  whose  name  was 
Sam  Colvin,  was  killed  by  disguised  men ;  and  so  was  Mr.  Boyd.  I  believe  I  know  of 
no  other  oases,  even  from  rumor^  of  persons  who  were  killed  by  disguised  men. 

Qnegt^on.  In  that  county  of  Greene  f 

Answer,  There  have  been  several  cases  of  killing  there  besides  those,  but  they  were 
not  killed  by  disguised  men  that  I  have  heard  of. 

Quotum,  You  referred  to  a  negro  man  who  was  killed  by  disguised  men ;  was  that 
the  case  of  Caldwell  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  was  Samuel  Colvin,  the  father  of  Samuel  Caldwell.  Sam  Cald- 
well and  Henry  Miller  were  accused  of  killing  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Snoddy. 
I  defended  those  two  negro  men ;  I  was  their  counsel.  On  the  preliminary  examina- 
tion it  was  concluded  by  the  magistrate  that  they  were  guilty,  and  they  were  put  in 
jail  to  await  an  investigation  bemre  the  grand  juiy.  Before  the  grand  jury  assembled, 
however,  some  month  or  two  after  they  were  put  in  jail  I  suppose,  they  escaped  from, 
fail.  We  heard  that  Henry  Miller  was  caught,  and  that  in  the  catching  of  him  he  was 
Killed  in  some  way ;  exactly  how  we  never  understood.  Sam  Caldwell,  we  under- 
stand, has  never  been  caught,  has  never  been  heard  of  since  he  got  out  of  Jail.  I  was 
present  during  that  investigation ;  I  defended  the  prisoners  by  all  means  in  my  power. 
The  evidence  was  pretty  clear ;  at  least  sufficient  cause  was  shown  to  put  them  in  Jail 
for  a  hearing  before  the  grand  jury. 

Question.  That  is  not  toe  other  case  to  which  you  refer  as  having  been  committed  by 
diwiised  men  t    That  is  not  one  of  the  other  cases  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  the  other  case  ? 

Answer,  The  case  of  Sam  Colvin;  the  father  of  Sam  Caldwell,  who  was  put  in  jail 
with  Henry  Miller,  for  the  killing  of  Snoddy. 

Question,  Was  Snoddy  killed  by  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  say  that. 

Question,  I  wish  to  get  an  understanding  of  the  other  case  besides  Boyd,  to  which 
you  refer. 

Answer,  It  was  the  case  of  Sam  Colvin,  the  father  of  Sam  Caldwell ;  Colvin  was  also 
charged  with  complicity  in  the  murder  of  Snoddy,  but  I  defended  him  on  the  exami- 
nation, and  he  was  discharged.  After  the  escape  of  Caldwell  and  Miller  fi:om  jail,  we 
understood  that  old  man  Sam  Colvin,  the  father  of  Caldwell,  was  caught  and  hung  by 
dimdsed  men. 

QuesHon,  The  father  of  Caldwell  was  called  Colvin  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  ;  they  ti^e  different  names  there  according  to  the  families  they  live 
with. 

Question,  These  are  the  only  two  cases  you  know  of  in  the  county  of  Greene  of  mur- 
ders being  committed  by  disguised  men  f 

Answer,  The  only  two  I  have  heard  of;  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

Question,  Was  the  appearance  of  those  men  who  murdered  Boyd  accounted  for  in  any 
other  way  than  on  the  supposition  that  they  belonged  to  that  organization  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  my  recollection  is  that  the  grand  jury  said  m  their  report  that  it 
wafi  a  batid  of  disguised  men,  and  from  the  evidence  that  was  before  them,  that  they 
reported  to  the  court  that  the  men  came  from,  or  at  least  were  traced  to,  an  adjoining 
county. 

QuesUon,  That  occurrence  took  place  in  the  town  in  which  you  reside  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  A  man  ha\ing  been  murdered  at  11  o'clock  at  night  in  the  puMio  hotels 
when  you  returned  did  yon  investigate  the  particulars  for  yoo^  own  satis&ction  f 
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Ansioer,  1  inquired  abont  it  as  any  citizen  wMdd  do. 

Question,  What  was  yoar  belief  as  to  whether  those  men  who  committed  that  act  in 
the  manner  in  which  yoa  aaoectained  it  had  been  committed,  were  members  of  an  or- 
ganization f 

AHtmer,  Members  of  an  or^nization  ?  *  . 

Queaiion,  Yes,  of  an  organized  body. 

Answer,  1  think  they  were  a  crowd  of  men  who  associated  themselves  together  for 
that  special  purpose.  I  have  no  reason  to  say,  and  indeed  I  do  not  believe,  that  they 
belonged  to  any  general  organization. 

Q^estMu.  Did  your  investigation  disclose  whether  they  came  in  military  order  ? 

Answer,  1  am  told  that  they  came  np  the  rood  two  and  two,  on  horseback. 

Question.  Did  it  disclose  the  fact  that  they  were  halted  in  front  of  the  hotel  by  com- 
mand? 

Answer,  Tbey  were  halted,  but  whether  by  command  or  not  I  do  not  remember. 

Qitestion,  Does  it  disclose  the  fact  also  that  a  certain  number  of  them  were  com- 
manded to  go  into  the  hotel  while  the  others  stood  guard  f 

Answer.  I  understood  they  did  go  in,  whether  by  command  or  not  I  do  not  remember. 

Question,.  A  certain  number  went  in,  while  the  others  stood  on  guard  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  those  who  went  in  murdered  Boyd  f 

Answer  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  so  stated. 

Question,  Now,  upon  the  examination  you  have  made,  is  it  your  belief  that  the  whole 
organization  was  gotten  together  simply  for  that  one  purpose,  and  never  had  an  y  pre- 
vious existence  ? 

Answer,  That  is  my  opinion.    I  can  say  further- 
By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question*  Give  roe  in  full  your  reasons  for  that  belief! 
Answer,  My  reasons  for  it  are  these 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  I  would  prefer  you  would  give  your  reasons  in  full. 

Answer.  About  fifteen  years  ago,  Mr.  Boyd,  who  was  killed,  killed  a  young  man  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Union,  about  ten  miles  above  Eutaw,  by  the  name  of  Brown.  He 
was  tried  and  convicted  of  murder  in  the  second  degree,  and  sentenced  to  the  peniten- 
tiary for  ten  years.  After  he  was  sentenced  an  application  was  made  for  his  pardon ;  or 
not  for  his  pardon,  but  an  application  was  made  for  executive  clemency.  The  governor, 
on  the  petition,  commuted  his  punishment  to  one  year  in  the  county  jail.  He  staid  in 
the  county  jail  until  his  time  expired,  and  he  then  went  off  to  another  State,  Lonift- 
iana  or  Arkansas,  I  do  not  remember. which.  After  the  war  closed  he  came  bac^  to 
Greene  County. 

By  Mr.  Yan  Trump  : 

Qties^ton.  Had  he  been  back  in  the  mean  time  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  had  ;  if  so,  I  do  not  know  it.  He  came  back  to  Greene 
County,  and  shortly  after  he  came  back  there  he  was  either  appointed  or  elected  to  the 
office  of  county  solicitor.  Those  people  who  were  related  to  the  young  man  Brown, 
who  was  killed  b^  Boyd,  disliked  Boyd  very  much,  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  were 
irritated  against  him  very  much  all  the  while.  He  was  very  obnoxious  to  that  class  of 
people,  and  to  the  people  of  that  community  particularly.  After  the  killing  of  Snoddy 
by  these  two  negroes,  ne  stated  on  the  street,  perhaps  to  one  or  two  dilTerent  persons, 
as  I  understood,  that  he  knew  the  parties,  and  I  think  he  gave  to  one  the  names  of 
some  parties  who  he  said  were  firuilty  of  the  hanging  of  old  man  Sam  Colviu.  The  rea- 
son given  for  the  killing  of  Boyd  was  that  he  gave  the  names  of  individuals  who  hung 
Sam  Colvin ;  that  is  generally  said  to  be  the  reason  in  our  community  why  he  was 
killed;  that  is  believed  t6  be  tlie  reason  why  he  was  killed;  that  is  what  1  believe, 
that  is  what  my  investigation  led  me  to  believe. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Had  this  occurrence  any  connection  with  the  killing  of  Brown  fifteen  years 
before  f 

Answer.  I  never  understood  positively  that  it  had ;  but  it  was  understood  that  cer- 
tain names  were  given. 

Question,  Had  the  killing  of  Brown,  then,  anything  to  do  with  the  kUling  of  Boydf 

Answer,  Only  as  it  connected  itself  in  this  way,  that  the  relatives  and  mends  oi 

Brown  were  very  hostile  toward  Mr.  Boyd,  and  it  was  supposed  by  us,  by  me  audotbers, 

without  knowing,  that  perhaps  some  of  those  names  he  mentionad  were  the  names  of 

some  of  the  other  parties. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  any  of  Brown's  relatives  upon  the 
subject  1  ■  ^  .  K 

Answer,  Since  the  killing  of  Boyd  f 
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Qwsium.  EithefT  iMiNPe  or  since. 

Answer.  Some  years  ago  I  heavd  the  &nlUy  speak  of  Boyd. 

Question^  1  mean  now  in  regard  to  1^  killiiiff  of  Bovd ;  had  yon  any  conversation 
with  any  of  Brown's  relatives  either  before  or  slniDe  ike  killix^  ofBoyd,  in  regard  to  it  ? 

Anmoer.  No,  sir. ' 

Queation,  Had  Boyd  left  there  immediately  after  his  respite  by  the  governor t 

Antwer.  That  is  my  impression,  bat  I  am  not  positive  on  that  point. 

QwBition.  That  wonld  be  about  1856  or  1857  ? 

Answer,  I  will  not  be  positive  on  that  subject ;  my  impression  is  that  he  left  yery  soon 
after  he  served  out  his  time. 

Question.  In  what  year  did  he  oome  back  t 

Answer,  The  latter  part  of  1867, 1  think. 

QHesiion.  And  he  lived  there  from  1867,  till  March,  1870  ? 

Answer.  Yes^  sir. 

QussUon,  Had  there  been  an^  attempt  upon  his  life,  or  to  do  him  any  injury,  by  any 
of  Brown's  relatives,  in  the  time  JBrom  1867  to  1870  f 

Anssoer.  None  that  I  ever  heard  ofl 

Question.  Is  it  your  belief,  then,  that  vengeance  f(Nr  j^nown's  death  was  any  part  of 
the  motive  that  led  to  the  killing  of  Boyd  f 

Answer.  That,  in  connection  with  the  charge  which  he  made  publicly  that  certain 
men  were  connected  with  the  hanging  of  Sam  Colvin ;  I  believe  that  was  the  cause. 

QuesHan.  Did  you  get  the  names  of  the  men  charged  with  that  ? 

Anstoer.  1  do  not  know  them. 

QvestUm.  How  do  you  connect  the  two  cases  ? 

Ansujer.  It  was  simply  a  matter  of  belief  on  the  part  of  the  people. 

Question.  Is  that  your  belief? 

Anstcer.  That  is  my  belief. 

Question.  That  the  threat  which  he  made  of  bringing  those  persons  to  justice  for  the 
killing^of  Colvin  was  the  cause  of  his  being  killed? 

Answer.  That  was  the  immediate  cause  of  bis  killing,  in  my  judgment.  I  will  state, 
however,  to  the  committee  that  Mr.  Boyd  was  very  obnoxious  generally ;  was  regarded 
by  our  people  more  in  the  light  of  a  persecutor  than  a  prosecutor  in  lus  office ;  he  was 
obnoxious  generally  to  our  people.. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  he  prosecuted  too  vigorously  t 

'Answer.  I  do  not  mean  that.  I  mean  that  he  prosecuted  with  more  of  venom  than  of 
firmness.  He  was  not  a  man  of  great  capacity ;  he  was  of  very  small  capacity,  but  of 
very  strong  feelings  and  prejudices.  ^ 

Question.  Were  any  means  tak^n  before  the  grand  jurj'  met  to  ascertain  who  were 
the  persons  eiieaged  iu  killing  Boyd  t  - 

Answer.  Well,  many  inquiries  were  made ;  no  legal  proceeding  were  instituted,  for 
the  reason,  I  presume,  that  no  one  knew  where  or  how  to  bc^m ;  there  was  no  such 
information,  so  far  as  I  know,  as  to  be  acted  upon  for  an  investigation. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  The  ^rand  jury  inquired  into  it  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question.  How  long  was  that  after  the  killing  T 

Answer.  It  was  about  a  month  or  so. 

Question.  Did  the  sheriff  offer  any  reward  for  the  arrest  of  the  persons  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  he  was  present  and  saw  the  persons  f 

Answer.  I  understood  the  sheriff  was  there,  at  least  very  soon  after  the  killing; 
indeed  he  told  me  so  himself,  when  I  was  conversing  with  him  upon  the  subject. 

Question,  Did  he  make  any  effort  to  raise  any  posse  and  to  pursue  them  f 

Answer,  He  told  me  that  he  did  not,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  at  too  late  an  hour  of 
the  night ;  there  were  very  few  persons  on  the  street ;  the  number  of  disguised  men 
were  said  to  be  about  twenty-five ;  and  with  the  few  who  were  on  the  street  he  could 
not  possibly  have  made  an  arrest,  if  he  had  made  an  effort,  and  therefore  he  did  not  try. 
Our  town  is  scattered  over  a  considerable  space  of  mround ;  the  people  live  some  dis- 
tance apart,  and  at  that  hour  of  the  night  it  would  nave  been  a  very  difficult  matter 
certainly  to  have  arrested  them  before  they  could  get  away ;  indeed  they  could  not 
have  done  it  at  all. 

Question.  Would  the  people  have  responded  to  a  call  of  the  sheriff  if  he  had  made  it  f 

Ansicer.  They  would. 

Question.  Was  any  effort  made  the  next  day  to  arrest  them  f 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of ;  and  for  the  very  good  reason  that  nobody  knew  where, 
or  when,  or  whom  to  arrest. 

Question.  And  no  effort  was  made  to  follow  the  offenders  f 
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Answer.  None  from  tho  town  of  Eutaw^  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Were  yoa  present  at  the  meeting  )n  October  last  at  which  tiie  riot  was  said 
to  have  occurred  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Please  go  t^n  and  give  to  the  committee  in  detail,  without  farther  questioiii 
your  history  of  that  occurrence  as  you  saw  it  t 

Answer.  Both  parties,  the  democratic  and  the  republican  parties,  had  announced 
meetings  for  that  day ;  their  notices  were  stuck  up,  mforming  the  public  of  that  fact 
On  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  October  some  gentlemen,  authorized  by  the  republican 
party,  addressed  a  note  to  the  president  of  the  democratic  council  of  that  county,  propos- 
ing a  joint  discussion.  Our  council  was  called  together  to  pass  upon  the  propriety  of  a 
jomt  discussion ;  and  we  agreed  not  to  hold  a  discussion,  and  so  notified  them,  for  the 
reason,  in  the  first  place,  that  we  did  not  consider  there  was  anything  to  be  discussed; 
and  in  the  next  place,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  even  the  probability  or  the  possibility 
of  a  difficulty,  ii  it  could  be  avoided ;  those  were  our  reasons.  I  was  one  of  the  commit- 
tee which'was  instructed  to  inform  the  committee  of  the  republican  party  of  that  tskctf 
and  the  note  is  in  their  hands.  We  addressed  them  just  such  a  note  as  we  were  in- 
structed to  address  them  by  the  democratic  council ;  Major  Pierce  and  myself.  After 
we  declined  the  discussion  the  democratic  party  immediately  assembled  their  meeting 
oh  the  north  side  of  the  court-house  square. 

Question.  The  discussion  was  declined  before  either  party  had  commenced  their 
meetings  7 

Ansicer,  The  democratic  meeting  was  called  together  just  about  the  time  that  ve 
declined  to  enter  into  a  joint  discussion.  The  meeting  on  our  side,  the  democratic 
side,  passed  over  very  quietly.    After  the  meeting  had  closed 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Eight  there  state  how  long  the  democratic  meeting  lasted,  and  how  many 
speeches  wore  made  ? 

Anstoer.  I  think  there  were  three  speeches  made,  and,  I  suppose,  it  lasted  about  two 
hours. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Did  you  go  right  on  with  your  meeting  after  the  council  resolved  not  to 
discuss ;  did  you  proceed  to  organize  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Simultaneously  with  sending  the  notice  f 

Ansicer.  cYes,  sir ;  and  when  we  returned,  our  meeting  had  assembled  and  one  of  the 
spesdkers  was  on  the  stand.  .  After  our  meeting  closed,  several  of  our  young  men, 
youuff  men  from  the  democratic  side  of  the  square,  went  around  to .  the  republican 
meeting.  Senator  Warner  and  Governor  Parsons  made  speeches.  During  Govenior 
Parsons's  speech  the  noise  became  a  little  louder  than  we  thought  it  ought  to  he. 
There  was  simply  a  fusillade  of  questions  going  on  ;  and  one  of  our  old  citizens  caaie 
to  my  office  and  asked  me  to  walk  around  with  him  and  see  if  there  was  any  prospect 
of  trouble,  and  to  aid  in  stopping  it.  The  sheriff  also  asked  me  to  do  so.  We  went 
around  there  and  saw  one  or  two  young  men  who  had  been  drinking.  We  took  them 
away  and  carried  them  to  ray  office,  (^vemor  Parsons  concluded  his  speech,  and  at 
the  conclusion  of  his  speech  M^jor  Hays  attempted  to  speak,  or  got  upon  the  stand ; 
whether  his  intention  was  to  speak  or  not,  I  do  not  know ;  I  have  understood  since 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  speak ;  but  he  got  up  on  the  sta^d.  Just  at  that  time  there 
was  a  colored  man  who  was  a  democrat  trying  to  get  up  on  the  stand  also  to  speak. 
He  was  among  his  colored  friends,  and,  I  suppose  he  thought  he  had  as  much  rignt  to 
speak  there  as  anybody  else.  During  the  rush  for  him  to  get  up  on  the  stand,  and 
immediately  after  M^jor  Hays  got  upon  the  stand,  there  was  a  rush  from  the  crowd  of 
colored  people  in  front,  (there  were  about  a  thousand  there,)  and  in  the  rush  he  was 
either  pulled  off  or  he  fell  off  the  stand ;  I  do  not  know  whicn  for  I  did  not  see  him. 

Question,  Who  was  pulled  ofi'f 

Answer.  It  was  said  that  Major  Hays  was  either  pulled  off  or  fell  off  the  stand.  I  did 
not  see  it,  and  I  do  not  know  it,  for  I  was  not  in  a  position  to  see  it.  Just  before  that 
occurred,  however,  M^jor  J.G.Pierce,  knowiujg^  that  Mi^or  Hays  was  extremely  ob- 
noxious to  our  people  there,  as  he  is,  and  we  think  deservedly  so,  went  up  to  Govemot 
Parsons  and  requested  him  to  try  and  persuade  Mr;  Hays  not  to  speak,  for  he  feared 
it  might  lead  to  trouble.  Just  at  that  time,  when  he  was  talking  to  Governor  Parsons 
on  the  subject,  and  M^jor  Hays  was  upon  the  stand,  Major  Pierce  was  shot  at  from  his 
rear  bv  a  negro  in  the  crowd  to  his  rear ;  he  was  shot  through  his  pants,  and  then  tiie 
firing  became  general. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Were  you  in  a  position  to  see  that  f  . 

Answer.  1  saw  the  smoke  from  the  pistol.    I  did  not  see  the  man  who  shot  it,  but  it 
^ae  in  the  crowd  of  colored  people  very  near  the  main  entrance,  or  door  which  goes 
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into  the  main  en  trance  of  the  oonrt-honse  hnllding,  Jnst  to  the  right  of  the  door. 
Then,  of  conise,  the  firing  hecame  general.  There  was  firing  from  onr  side,  and  after 
a  little,  after  the  immediate  stampede  was  over,  there  was  firmg  hack  from  the  colored 
side.  The  Federal  troops  were  then  called  on.  Thev  came  into  town,  and  being  seen 
by  the  negroes  and  the  white  people,  too,  the  difflcnlty  was  over,  soon  stopped,  almost 
instantly. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Qmeirium.  Was  the  smoke  from  this  pistol  yon  speak  of  from  that  part  of  the  crowd 
composed  entirely  of  negroes,  or  was  it  a  mixed  crowd,  white  and  black  f 

Anstcer,  There  wore  no  white  people  at  that  point  at  all ;  the  white  people  were  in  the 
door  of  the  coort-honse,  and  in  the  clerk^s  office.  The  clerk's  office  was  immediately 
behind  where  the  stand  was  placed. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QnesHon.  That  was  ihe  first  fire  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  were  you  at  that  time? 

Anstoa'.  I  was  in  the  clerk's  office.  I  had  gone  there  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Kirksey,  a 
good  citizen  of  the  place,  and  soon  after  I  got  in  the  office  the  pistol  was  fired. 

QnesHan.  You  say  it  was  fired  at  Ms^or  Pierce  when  he  was  in  the  act  of  speaking  to 
Governor  Parsons  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  with  a  view  to  persuading  Mr.  Hays  not  to  speak. 

Question.  Where  was  Hays  at  that  time  ? 
.    Ansicer.  Be  was  in  a  place  where  I  could  not  see  him  very  well.    I  understand  from 
Major  Pierce  that  he  was  on  the  stand,  had  just  got  on  it,  I  believe. 

Questioti.  Was  Hays  called  for  by  any  person  in  the  crowd  before  he  got  upon  the 
table  occupied  as  a  etand  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  remember. 

Question.  Were  you  there  at  the  close  of  Governor  Parson's  address  ? 

Answer.  I  got  there  just  as  he  closed. 

Question.  And  went  immediately  into  the  circuit  clerk's  office  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  quite  a  number  of  white  men  there.         • 

Question.  How  many  ? 

Answer.  Agood  many ;  I  suppose  there  were  ten  in  the  clerk's  office. 

Question.  Were  they  armed  f    . 

AnsiDer.  I  did  not  examine  them ;  I  suppose  some  of  them  were. 

Question.  Did  you  not  see  whether  they  were  or  not  f 

Answer.  I  think  I  saw  one  pistol.    . 

Question.  Were  those  white  men  in  the  clerk's  office  men  who  had  come  firom  the 
meeting  on  the  other  side  of  the  court-house  f  » 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  whether  they  were  at  the  other  meeting  or  not.  The  man 
I  saw  have  a  pistol  was  drinking,  and  was  just  exhibiting  the  weapon  there,  as  we  fre- 
quently see  drunken  men  do  on  public  occasions. 

Question.  Which  meeting  was  called  first  f 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  that  the  republican  meeting  was  called  first. 

Question.  And  the  democratic  meeting  was  called  for  the  same  day  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  at  the  same  place  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  wish  to  state,  however,  in  that  connection,  that  the  callinsr  of 
the  democratic  meeting  had  no  reference  to  the  republican  meeting.  We  desired  that 
Mr.  Lindsay,  who  was  then  our  candidate  for  governor.  General  Clauton,  and  others, 
should  address  our  people.  It  was  a  short  time  before  the  election,  and  in  a  meeting 
of  the  council,  or  of  the  executive  committee  and  other  advising  friends  of  the  party, 
we  agreed  upon  that  day  for  our  meeting.  I  was  a  member,  and  present  myself;  we 
agreed  upon  that  day  without  any  reference  to  the  other  meeting  at  all. 

Question.  With  a  Imowledge  that  that  meeting  had  been  called  for  that  day  f 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned  personally,  I  do  not  remember  whether  I  had  any 
faiowledge  of  it  or  not :  I  presume,  however,  we  did. 

Question.  The  handbills  announcing  the  meeting  were  up  in  the  court-house,  were 
they  not! 

Answer.  I  understand  they  were. 

Question,  Did  yon  not  see  them  ? 

Answer.  Not  prior  to  putting  up  ours ;  I  did  not  see  any. 

Question.  Yon  think  you  had  knowledge  of  the  factf 

Answer.  I  think  the  meeting  was  call^  before  ours. 

Question.  Did  not  a  large  number  of  people  come  there  armed  that  day? 

Ansu?er.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  is  your  impression? 
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Answer.  That  a  great  many  bad  pistols ;  and  I  will  state  anotber  fact,  tbat  I  know 
tbat  a  large  number  of  negroes  came  armed  with  doable-barreled  guns  and  pistols  on 
the  same  day* 

Question.  On  the  same  day  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  my  information  £rom  some  of  them  was,  that  they  were  or- 
dered to  go  there  armed. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Is  it  not  the  generied  onstom  of  people  in  that  coontry,  in  coming  to  the 
towns  from  the  country,  to  carry  arms  with  them  f 
^ustver.  They  very  frequently  do. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Is  it  your  belief  that  the  persons  at  both  meeting  who  were  armed  were 
there  merely  following  the  general  custom,  or  was  there  a  design  in  arming  f 

Ansicer.  So  far  as  the  democratic  party  was  concerned,  there  was  no  design  to  bring 
about  a  difficulty  ;  I  know  personally  there  was  not.  And  I  know  every  effort  was 
made  that  day  by  the  quiet  men  of  the  community,  and  by  the  leaders  of  the  dem- 
ocratic party  of  that  county,  to  prevent  any  disturbance  whatever. 

Question,  At  whose  instance  did  tde  colored  man  endeavor  to  get  on  the  stand,  of 
whom  you  spoke  f 

Ansiccr,  At  whose  instance? 

Question,  Was  he  called  for  by  anybody?/ 

Answer,  I  understand— I  do  not  know  that  it  is  the  fact — that  there  was  a  young  uum 
there,  I  think  he  was  a  C^rgian,  who  had  been  stopping  there,  and  who  had  been  on 
the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad ;  he  had  been  drinking  on  that  occasion,  and 
seemed  to  be  the  principal  man  managing  this  colored  man,  trying  to  get  him  npoi 
the  stand. 

Question.  Was  he  a  democrat  t 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that;  I  presume  he  is,  as  pretty  much  all  the  white  men  then 
are. 

Question,  Had  you  been  consulted  about  the  colored  man's  speaking? 

A  nsicer.  Had  I  been  consulted  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  1  h!bd  not ;  I  had  no  commnnioation  firoih  the  republican  party  bat  the  one 
about  the  meeting. 

Question,  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  a  colored  man  was  trying  to  g^t  upon  tbe 
stand  ?  , 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Had  you  been  consulted  upon  that  subject,  or  did  yon  receive  any  informa- 
tion about  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  only  advice  I  ever  gave  in  that  democratic  council,  of  which  I 
was  a  member,  was  that  our  people  should  stay  away  from  there,  and  not  interfere 
with  the  meeting  at  alL  We  need  every  eflfort  that  we  could  to  get  our  young  men 
away  from  there.    The  reason  I  was  there  was  to  prevent  any  ditficnlty. 

Question,  Do  you  locate  tlie  origin  of  the  difficulty  in  the  effort  of  this  colored  man  to 
get  upon  the  stand  ? 

Ansu^er,  1  state  the  fact ;  I  do  not  attribute  it  to  any  particular  cause.  At  that  time 
this  colored  man,  in  the  hands  of  Reynolds,  who  was  a  Georgian,  made  an  effort  to  get 
upon  the  stand  as  Mr.  Hsfya  was  trying  to  get  upon  it.  There  was  a  general  mshingor 
pressing  together  of  the  colored  people  in  front  to  get  toward  the  stand.  There  was 
coDsiderable  excitement  produced  at  that  time ;  Mr.  Hays  was  either  pnlled  ^m  or 
fell  from  the  stand. 

Question,  This  Reynolds  was  a  Georgian? 

Answer,  Yes,  sif ;  came  from  Georgia  down  to  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad, 
and  for  a  short  time  had  been  living  in  and  around  EutAw. 

Question.  Is  he  the  same  Reynolds  who  has  been  identitied  as  having  been  engaged  in 
the  troubles  at  Meridian  ? 

Answer,  The  same  man ;  an  irresponsible  man. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  How  long  has  he  been  about  Entaw  ? 

Aneteer,  About  three,  or  four,  or  five  months  altogether,  and  on  the  railroad. 

Question.  How  long  before  that  time  ? 

Ansicer.  Perhaps  two  months  before  the  difficulty ;  he  left  there  some  time  since. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question^  Were  any  colored  men  wounded  at  that  riot  % 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qutstion,  Any  white  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  * 
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QuwUon.  How  many  of  each  T 

Answer,  Two  white  men  were  wounded ;  I  do  not  know  how  many  colored  men  were 
woonded;  I  have  heard  of  as  many  as  ten,  but  I  do  not  know  how  many. 

Question,  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  the  preparation  of  the  account  that  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Eutaw  Whig  afterward  f 

Answer,  Nothing. 

Qu^U4m.  Did  you  read  it  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHan.  Does  that  give  a  correct  account  of  the  number  of  men  who  were  wounded 
on  that  day  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  think  it  is  exaggerated. 

QnesUon,  How  many  were  wounded  there,  or  did  you  make  such  investigation  as  to 
satisfy  you  on  that  point  f 

Answer,  I  inquired  of  physicians  who  generally  attended  them,  and  from  the  best 
knowledge  I  could  get,  I  am  satisfied  there  were  not  over  fifteen  or  twenty,  at  the  out 
side. 

Question.  Did  any  of  them  die  from  their  wounds  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  one. 

Question.  You  say,  then,  that  there  was  no  design  on  the  part  of  anybody  to  bring 
about  a  difficulty  on  that  day,*  but,  on  the  contrary,  your  design  was  to  avoid  one  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  the  design  expressed  and  felt  by  us  all  was  to  prevent  any  trouble 
whatever. 

Question.  Had  you  no  apprehension  of  trouble  from  calling  the  two  meetings  on  the 
same  day? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  we  had,  except  in  the  excited  state  of  the  pub- 
lic mind.  Our  impression  about  the  matter  was  that  the  best  way  to  prevent  a  diffl- 
eulty  was  to  have  our  meetine  in  a  different  part  of  the  town  and  apart  from  the 
republican  meeting,  and  we  endeavored  to  hold  all  of  the  democrats,  the  young  men 
particularly,  away  from  there,  and  keep  them  at  our  own  meeting  and  apart  from  the 
others.  Our  people,  the  white  people,  are  not  exactly  satisfied  with  the  condition  of 
things  there,  and  we  thought  it  was  best  to  keep  them  apart. 

Question.  Did  you  think  the  best  way  to  do  that  was  to  call  the  two  meetings  on  the 
same  day  7 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  more  reason  for  supposing — ^indeed,  I  do  not 
think  there  would  be  any  less  probability  of  a  difficulty  witii  a  republican  meeting 
called  in  Eutaw  alone  than  there  would  be  to  have  two  meetings  in  different  parts  (3 
the  town,  and  an  effort  made  to  keep  them  apart ;  I  think  there  would  bo  more  reason 
for  difficulty. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  keep  them  in  different  parts  of  the  town? 

Answer,  We  did ;  we  called  ours  together  first,  and  on  the  north  side  of  the  court- 
house ;  they  had  a  right  to  hold  their  meeting  where  they  pleased. 

Question.  The  two  meetings  were  held  with  only  the  court-house  between  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  advertise  for  that  meeting  as  speakers  gentlemen  who  you 
knew  could  not  be  there  on  that  day  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  we  did  not. 

Question.  Were  they  not  engaged  elsewhere  on  that  day  f 

Answer.  We  have  understo^  since  that  they  were. 

Question.  Did  you  not  advertise  them  without  knowing  that  they  could  be  there  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

(luestion.  You  did  not  know  whether  they  could  be  there  ? 

Answer.  We  knew  they  were  to  be  at  different  places  during  the  campaign. 

Question,  Did  you  not  advertise  them  before  you  knew  whether  they  could  be  there 
ornotf 

Answer^  We  did  as  is  sometimes  done :  we  advertised  the  meeting  without  knowing 
whether  we  could  get  all  the  sx>eakers  tnere. 

Question,  As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  one  you  did  advertise  was  there  ? 

Answer.  None  fh)m  abroad. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  whipping  of  Mr.  Cockrell,  a  member  of  the 
bar  of  your  town  f 

Anstoer.  From  hearsay  I  have. 

Question,  Had  that  any  connection  with  his  being  a  witness  in  the  case  at  Mobile  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  A  young  man  by  the  name  of  Waddell,  from  Marion,  Perry 
County,  Alabama,  and  this  same  youn^  man,  Reynolds,  I  have  been  speaking  of,  went 
upon  the  boat  as  he  came  up  from  Mobile,  as  we  are  informed,  and  whipped  him. 

Que$tion,  Have  you  any  information,  from  Reynolds  or  any  one  else,  as  to  whether  the 
whipping  was  inflicted  upon  him  because  of  his  having  ^oue  to  Mobile  as  a  witness  t 

Answer,  I  have  never  seen  Reynolds  since ;  he  was  indicted  for  the  offense,  and  has 
left  the  State. 

Question,  What  was  Mr.  Cockrell  whipped  for,  according  t6  your  information  T 
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Answer,  My  iQfoi;p[iation  is  that  they  went  upon  the  boat  and  inqcdied  for  Mr.  C<m^- 
roll,  this  young  man  from  Perry  Coanty. 

Question.  He  inquired  for  him  f 

Answer.  He  inquired  for  Mr.  Cockrell,  asked  where  he  was;  his  room  was  pointed 
out  by  some  one,  and  Waddell  went  there  and  commenced  beating  him,  and  alter  tbe 
difficulty  had  progressed  somewhat  Reynolds  struck  him  with  a  pistol  on  the  back  <^ 
the  head.  I  have  heard  since  the  difficulty  that  he  was  told  by  young  Waddell  that  it 
was  because  he  went  to  Mobile  as  a  witness.  But  I  wish  to  state  here  that  it  was  a 
matter  which  our  people  universally  regretted — a  -  thing  for  which  we  wsoited  the 
parties  indicted,  and  for  which  they  were  indicted.  We  all  discountenanced  it,  and 
regret  it  as  much  as  any  people  can.  It  was  not  done  by  the  consent,  approbatum,  or 
authority  of  anybody.  But  we  heartily  wish  to-day  that  they  both  may  l>e  punished, 
severely  punished,  for  the  act. 

Question.  What  connection  had  Waddell  with  that  case? 

Answer,  None  in  the  world.    He  had  gone  over  to  bring  the  corpse  of  a  young  man 
who  had  died  at  Marion. 
"  Question.  Where  was  he  from  t 

Answer.  Perry  County. 

Question,  He  was  in  company  with  Reynolds? 

Ansv?er.  Yes,  sir. 

Qiiestion.  Was  Reynolds  one  of  the  defendants  in  the  case  at  Mobile  ? 

Ansxoer.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  Is  he  the  same  ReynokUi  who  tried  to  get  the  colored  man  to  speak  on  the 
day  of  the  meeting  at  Eutaw  ? 

Answer.  He  was. 

Question,  And  the  same  Reynolds  who  was  Identified  as  having  been  at  Meridian? 

AnsiDer.  The  same. 

Question.  He  never  was  indicted  at  Mobile  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir :  he  is  not  a  defendant  in  the  case  at  Mobile,  but  he  is  indicted  fbr 
the  assault  upon  Mr.  Cockrell,  in  the  supreme  court  in  Greene  County. 

Question,  My  impression  is  that  some  one  has  stated  that  he  was  indicted  at  Mobile. 

Ansjcer.  That  is  a  mistake,  I  think ;  if  so,  I  have  never  been  informed  of  the  Hct, 

Question.  Has  any  other  reason  been  assigned  for  beating  Mr.  Cockrell  than  tiiat  he 
was  a  witness  in  that  trial  ? 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  no  other;  but  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge  th«t 
that  was  the  cause,  though  I  have  heard  it  stated  that  it  was  so  stated  by  this  yoofig 
Waddell. 

Question,  Is  Mr.  Cockrell  a  member  of  the  bar  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  respectable  member  of  the  bar? 

Anstoer.  Ho  has  not  a  veiy  high  standing  as  a  member  of  the  bar. 

Question,  Is  he  a  man  of  respectable  baDits  and  character  ? 

Answer.  He  has  been  ;  yes,  sir,  tolerably. 

Question,  Is  he  a  republican? 

An9tcer,  He  has  passed  for  a  moderate  republican  some  year  or  two. 

Qu&tion,  These  other  men  who  are  charged  with  whipping  him  are  democrats? 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  do  not  know  what  the  politics  of  Waddell  is,  or  of 
Reynolds.  One  thing  I  do  know,  that  Reynolds  is  a  man  our  people  would  be  very 
glad  to  get  rid  of,  and  we  neither  know  nor  care  what  are  his  politics. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  either  Waddell  or  Reynolds  is  a  republican  ? 

Ansteer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  what  they  are. 

Question,  Have  not  these  difficulties,  lamentable  as  the  fact  may  be,  assumed  alto- 
gether a  political  character  ? 

Answe7\  I  think  not.  I  have  no  doubt  that  excitement  in  politics  has  had  something 
to  do  with  trouble  there.  But  most  of  the  murders,  most  of  the  whippings,  most 
of  the  difficulties  that  have  happened  there,  have  grown  out  of  personal  matters,  not 
connected  with  politics  at  all.  For  instance,  there  was  a  man  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Union,  by  the  name  of  Wilson — no,  the  first  man  killed  in  Greene  County,  that  I 
remember,  was  a  negro  man,  who  was  castrated  and  hung  to  a  tree  by  some  men, 
because  he  committed  a  rape  upon  a  resj^ectable  white  lady  there. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Was  that  Nelson  Harris? 

Answer,  That  is  the  name ;  he  committed  a  rape  upon  a  lady  and  was  killed  for  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesUofi,  Was  there  any  investigation  to  show  that  he  was  guilty? 
Answer,  He  was  caught  in  the  act,  so  I  understood,  and  identified  by  the  lady 
afterward. 
Question,  Did  they  take  Tdm  and  hang  him  when  he  was  caught  in  the  aotf 
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Jiiawer.  Ko>  sir ;  he  was  not  flK  \ea ;  only  a  young  man,  or  boy^  who  was  not  able 
to  arrest  him,  saw  him,  and  notifioa  ne  of  the  neighbors  and  friends  of  that  lady,  and 
I  suppose  they  caaght  him. 

Qtt^tioji.  How  long  afterward  was  he  hnng  f 

Answer.  About  the  next  day;  he  made  an  effort  to  get  away,  and  was  pursued  and 
caught. 

Question.  That'is  one  case  you  refer  tot 

Answer.  That  is  one  case. 

Question.  In  what  county  f 

Answer.  In  Greene  County.  Then  there  is  the  case  of  Sam  Colvin,  to  which  I  haye 
referred. 

Question.  Those  were  not  disguised  men  who  hong  Harris  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Sam  Cald\vell  was  said  to  have  been  connected  with  the  murder  of 
Snoddy,  and  that  was  the  cause  of  his  being  huug. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  What  was  the  public  impression  and  the  fact  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
Boyd  in  being  very  active,  or  otherwise,  in  ferreting  out  the  persons  that  killed  Snoddy  f 

Answer.  He  was  not  very  active. 

Question.  Was  that  the  public  impression  there,  that  he  was  rather  laxf 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  indeed,  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  or  did  not  take  any  part  in  it ; 
counsel  were  employed ;  I  defended  the  negro  myself. 

Question.  When  Sam  Colvin  was  dealt  with,  was  Boyd  particularly  active  in  trying 
to  get  ap  a  prosecution  against  those  who  did  that  f 

Answer.  It  was  never  investigated,  for  the  reason  that  Mr.  Boyd  was  killed  yery 
shortly  after  Colvin # was  hung.  There  have  been  no  arrests,  and  no  investigation 
brought  about. 

Question.  Did  you  state  that  the  public  impression  and  public  idea  was  that  he  had 
made  some  indiscreet  declarations  in  regard  to  prosecuting  those  men  t 

Answer.  It  was  said  there  that  he  perhaps  stated  to  one  or  two  persons  that  he  knew 
the  parties ;  I  think  that  one  said  he  went  so  far  as  to  name  the  parties,  though  I  never 
heard  the  names.  He  said  he  knew  the  persons  who  had  hung  old  miin  Sam  Colyin, 
and  he  intended  to  keep  the  jury  in  session  six  months  but  he  would  get  them  indicted. 

Question.  So  the  people  contrasted  his  manifestation  of  interest  in  regard  to  that  as 
compared  with  his  laxity  in  regard  to  the  other  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  there  was  anything  of  that  kind ;  there  was  no  anger  against 
his  enei^.  But  the  particular  parties  whom  it  was  thought  he  accused  of  that  crime 
were  mad  with  him  because  he  made  that  accusation,  and  it  was  thought  that  was  the 
reason  he  was  killed. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

QuesUon.  Was  it  assumed  that  his  politics  had  anything  to  do  with  his  being  killed  f 
Answer.  None  in  the  world.    Mr.  Boyd  had  lived  there  irom  the  time  he  took  posses- 
sion of  the  office  up  to  that  day.    No  person  had  ever  interfered  with  him,  had  ever 
insulted  him  so  far  as  I  know.    His  politics  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  in  my  Judgment, 
and  in  the  Judgment  of  our  people  generally. 

By  the  Chatrmax; 

Question.  There  has  been  some  confusion  in  regard  to  the  time  that  the  murder  of 
Boyd  occurred.  My  recollection  is  that  some  witness  has  stated  that  it  was  during  the 
siltinf^  of  the  court,  but  Chancellor  Clark  says  to-day  that  it  was  during  the  sitting  of 
some  ecclesiastic  court  there,  or  some  ecclesiastic  body. 

Answer.  It  was  during  the  session  of  the  presbytery. 

Question.  1  think  that  some  witness  has  stated  that  it  was  during  i^e  session  of 
the  coart. 

Anstoer,  That  is  a  mistake ;  I  was  absent  at  the  time,  and  I  would  have  been  there 
had  the  court  been  in  session. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson: 

Questum.  Was  the  court  at)out  to  sit  f 

Answer.  This  was  about  the  Ist  of  April,  and  I  think  the  court  assembled  about  the 
last  week  of  April  or  the  first  week  of  May.  Our  court  assembles  the  fifth  Monday  after 
the  fourth  Monday  in  March  and  September.  Boyd  was  killed  about  the  1st  of  April, 
and  our  court  assembled  either  the  last  week  in  April,  or  the  first  week  in  May. 

Question.  It  was  about,  the  time  that  lawyers  begin  to  prepare  their  business  for  the 
approaching  court  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  a  man  named  Guilford  Coleman  iv^rod  in  that  county  t 
Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

18 
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iitteHUm.  Wm  that  tracealile  to  a  private  qnarrel,  or  was  it  done  by  a  band  of  di9- 
l^fled  men  ? 

Anmrer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  do  not  think  I  ever  did  know  how  Coleman  was  k^orcd. 

Question,  Was  he  murdered  ? 

Anncer,  It  was  supposed  he  was. 

Question,  Was  his  body  found  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  haye  ever  heard  of;  if  it  ever  has  been  I  do  not  know  it. 

QueaUon.  Was  it  the  impression  that  he  was  murdered  t 

Answer.  That  is  the  impression,  that  he  was  killed. 

^ue^^ton.  For  what  oausief 

Answer.  There  have  been  some  causes  stated ;  I  do  not  know  anything  of  their  relia- 
bility at  all ;  in  fact  I  do  not  know  what  the  cause  was ;  I  do  not  think  anybody  else 
does. 

Question.  Was  he  a  republican  ? 

Ansiver.  I  suppose  he  was;  I  think  so;  he  was  a  very  good  old  negro,  though,  and 
he  was  not  a  noisy  man  in  politics,  any  way. 

Question.  He  was  a  man  of  good  character  for  a  colored  man  t 

Answer.  A  man  of  very  good  character,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Hill,  a  preacher  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  happened  a  great  while  ago,  a  long  time  ago. 

Question.  Within  the  last  two  years  f 

Answer.  I-  think  it  was  about  the  first  of  1868. 

QteesUon.  Was  he  not  whipped  by  men  in  disguise  t 

Anstoer,  No,  sir ;  not  at  all. 

Question.  What  was  that  case  t 

Answer.  He  was  struck  in  the  head,  right  in  the  middle  of  the  street,  in  broad  day, 
open  day  time. 

Qtiestion.  Was  he  compelled  to  leave  the  county  and  the  State  f 

Answer.  Not  compelled,  but  he  did  leave. 

Question.  What  was  the  cause  of  the  attack  on  him  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question.  Was  he  teaching  colored  school  af  the  time  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  cause  than  that  for  it  ? 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  know  the  immediate  cause  of  the  difficulty.  He  had  been 
buying  some  wood  from  the  young  man  who  struck  him,  young  Pettigrew,  and  he 
Itf^uldnot  pay  him  for  it;  Pettigrew  told  him  if  be  did  not  pay  him  for  it  ho  would 
^hip  him ;  and  I  think  he  whipped  him  because  he  would  not  pav  him  for  liis  wood. 

ifiestion.  It  is  your  impression  that  that  was  the  origin  of  the  difficulty  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  what  I  have  heard,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  was  the  origin  of 
it.  Some  young  men  were  taken  up  amd  punished  and  sent  to  the  Dry  Xortngaa  for  a 
liot;  they  were  pardoned  afterwards,  however. 

Question.  That  was  during  the  time  the  State  was  under  military  government  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  ;  they  were  tried  before  a  military  commission. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say,  then,  that  you  do  not  believe  there  ever  was  an 
organization  of  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  There  never  was  in  my  section  of  the  State  that  I  know  of ;  I  do  not  think 
00.  I  think  that  young  men  Imve  sometimes  committed  outrages,  but  they  have  grown 
oot  of  immediate  circimmtances  around  them  ;  they  did  it  without  any  general  oigan- 
lEation,  and  with  reference  to  particular  offenses  and  particular  excitements ;  that  is  my 
impression. 

Question,  How  do  you  account  for  their  riding  in  disguise  and  having  the  same  dis- 
gi»9Cis  in  different  parts  of  the  oountry  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  Know  that  they  do ;  I  never  saw  a  disguised  man  in  all  my  life. 

Question.  Never  saw  any  of  them  T 

Answer,  No^sir. 

Question.  Have  ^ou  not  had  sufficient  information  from  the  public  press  to  state 
whether  they  do  nde  disguised  in  the  same  way  in  different  parts  of  the  country  f 

Answer.  I  have  information  from  the  prints  that  they  ride  In  disgnise  in  diffict^nt 
{Ntirts  of  the  country ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  information  that  they  ride  in  the 
MMe  disguises. 

QuesHon,  Have  you  any  information  on  that  subject  so  as  to  eKpress  an  (^iiiic* 
whether  they  are  of  the  same  organization  f 

AsiSwer,  My  opinion  is  tiiat  no  such  organization  exists  at  all. 

Question,  Nowhere  f 

Answer,  Nowhere  in  our  State,  and  particularly  in  our  section  of  the  State. 

Question,  Have  yon  ever  heard  their  disguises  described  T 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  I  have ;  I  have  sometimes  heard  of  their  riding  with  white 
gowns  and  sometimes  black  gowns ;  I  have  heard  that  as  a  matter  of  rumor. 


ALABAMA,  275 

Question,  Did  yon  bear  how  the  men  were  disguised  who  rode  into  £ataw  and  mnr- 
dered  Boyd  at  the  Cleveland  Honee  ? 

Answer,  Tea,  sir ;  I  have  heard  that  they  had  different  disffoifies.  Some  had  hats  of 
peculiar  shape.  Ab  to  the  particular  color  of  their  masks,  I  do  not  know  that  I  hoard 
especially.    Some  had  shorter  and  some  had  longer  gowns. 

Question,  Some  had  high  hats  on  their  heads  f 

Answer,  One  of  them. 

Question.  Any  horns  or  such  ornaments  on  their  hats  I 

Answer.  I  think  one  of  them  was  said  to  have  something  like  that. 

Question.  Any  masks  on  their  faces  so  as  to  conceal  them  f 

Anmoer.  Tes,sir. 

Question,  With  Vxme  gowns  over  their  persons  t 

Answer,  Tes,sir. 

Question.  That  was  the  way  the  disguise  was  described  to  you  f 

Answer.  YeS)  sir. 

Quegtion,  Have  you  seen  any  description  similar  to  that  of  Kn-Klux  in  different  por- 
tions of  the  country  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  have  seen  any  particular  description  of  Ku-Klux 
diATuise  at  all. 

QuesH&H.  Nowhere? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  seen  the  fact  stated  that  men  rode  around  in  disguise;  but 
as  to  the  peculiar  shape  and  style  of  their  olothing,  I  do  not  think  I  have  seen  any 
description ;  if  so,  I  do  not  remember  it. 

Question,  Have  you  never  asked  this  man  Reynolds  whether  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Ku-Klux  OTfl^anization  f 

Answer.  Jso,  sir ;  I  never  had  anything  to  do  with  fieynolds;  I  do  not  know  that  I 
ever  spoke  to  him  half  a  dozen  times  in  my  life. 

Question,  Is  it  the  impression  there  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  organization,  what- 
ever it  may  be  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  or  not.  The  impression  is  that  he  is  a  very  bad 
young  man :  that  he  is  one  we  want  to  set  rid  oil 

Question.  Have  you  never  heard  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  organization  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  did. 

Question.  You  never  had  any  conversation  with  any  one  you  suspected  of  belonging 
to  this  organization,  whaitevier  it  may  be  f 

Answer.  I  never  had  auy  conversation  with  any  man  in  my  life,  that  I  know  oi^  who 
could  give  me  any  information  of  this  organization. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  make  the  inquin^  I 

Answer.  I  suppose,  like  other  citizens,  I  have  inquired  of  people  if  they  knew  any 
Ku-Klux ;  had  ever  seen  any ;  I  suppose  I  have  made  those  genci^  inquiries  Ukc  other 
peof^have. 

Question.  Have  you  never  seen  one  who  was  charged  with  belonging  to  the  organiza- 
tion f 

Answer.  I  never  have. 

QuestUm.  You  never  talked  with  any  one  who  was  charged  with  belonging  to  the 
eiganization  f 

Answer.  I  never  have;  I  have  never  seen  any  man. charged  with  being  a  member  of 
this  organization,  that  I  know  of.  There  may  be  men  whom  I  have  talked  to  who  may 
be  charged  by  some  people  with  belonging  to  it ;  but  I  do  not  know  of  anybody  gen- 
erally cnarffed  with  belonging  to  the  organization. 

QuesUon,i)id  you  ever  read  any  account  of  the  proceedings  in  an  investigation  or- 
dered by  the  governor  at  Pay  tona  f 

Afwwer.  I  have  not ;  I  have  heard  statements  about  it,  but  I  have  never  read  it.  I 
think  I  have  a  paper  at  home  which  contains  the  account,  but  I  never  took  time  to 
readit. 

Question.  There  is  in  that  account  the  testimony  of  a  witness  who  professed  to  have 
belonged  to  the  organization  f 

Answer.  I  believe  so. 

Qtiestion,  Did  you  ever  read  that  article? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  only  heard  of  that  man's  testimony. 

Question,  Notwithstanding  that  testimony,  you  still  do  not  believe  the  oi^anization 
ever  existed  in  Alabama  I 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

(Question,  Are  causes  tried  in  your  eircoit  courts  generally  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
people! 

^iimcer.  Yes,  sir :  they  are  tried  as  they  always  have  been  tried  in  our  courts,  under 
the  same  rules  ana  in  the  same  way,  so  £Ar  as  I  know.  There  have  been  some  changes 
since  the  war  as  to  the  materials  of  the  courts  and  juries,  &c. ;  but  so  far  as  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law  is  concerned,  it  is  conducted  in  about  the  same  way  that  it 
^ways  has  been.  ^ 
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By  Mr.  PoLAin> : 

QuesHan,  Where  do  the  relatives  of  this  man  Brown  livei  the  man  whom  Boyd 
killed  some  fifteen  ^ears  ago  f 

Answer,  Near  Union,  Greene  County. 

Question.  How  fiar  fix)m  Eataw  t 

Answer.  About  ten  miles. 

Question.  In  which  direction  t 

Answer,  North.  / 

QueslUm.  Had  he  a  lar^  circle  of  relatives— a  great  many  of  them  t 

Ansicer,  No,  sir ;  I  think  not  a  great  many. 

Question,  You  do  not  know,  from  any  thing  you  have  ever  heard,  that  Boyd  claimed 
to  have  any  evidence  against  them  in  connection  with  the  death  m  Colvin  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge ;  that  was  a  ihere  matter  of 
general  supposition. 

Question.  You  say  that  you  understood  that  Boyd  claimed  and  stated,  so  that  it  was 
known,  that  he  haid  some  information  as  to  who  the  parties  were  who  hung  Colvin  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  did. 

Question.  Was  it  generally  known  who  it  was  that  Boyd  claimed  to  have  evidence 
against  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  known ;  it  was  not  generally  known ;  I  suppose  it  is 
not  known  except,  perhaps,  to  the  one  he  told  it  to. 

Question.  Then  there  was  no  general  information  as  to  whom  Boyd  had  evidence 
agaiust  ? 

Answer.  No  general  information ;  no,  sir. 

Question.  He  merely  let  it  be  known  that  he  had  evidence  against  somebody? 

Answer.  Let  it  be  known  to  two  persons,  so  I  understand. 

Question.  You  do  not  understand  that  there  was  any  general  rumor  in  the  commom^ 
as  to  whom  Boyd  had  evidence  against  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  But  your  idea  is  that  in  consequence  of  his  letting  it  be  known  that  be 
claimed  to  have  information  against  somebody,  that  it  was  ^at  which  led  to  his 
death  f 

Answer.  That  was  generally  believed. 

Question.  You  say  tne  grand  jury  reported  to  the  court  that  so  far  as  they  could  get 
any  information  about  it,  the  persons  who  killed  Boyd  came  from  another  county  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  their  report. 

QuestioTi.  Do  you  believe  that  to  be  true  f 

Answer.  At  least  that  they  traced  them  to  another  county. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  that  band  of  men  who  killed  Boyd  did  come  from  an- 
other county  t 

Answer.  1  have  no  reason  to  say  that  a  grand  jury,  performing  their  duties,  made  a 
report  of  facts  that  were  untrue. 

Question.  1  am  not  asking  this  question  with  any  view  to  impeach  the  action  of  the 
grand  jury.  But  is  it  your  own  belief  that  the  men  who  killed  Boyd  came  from  an- 
other county  f 

Answer.  From  the  information  which  I  have — and  all  I  have  is  the  rep<^  of  ^ 
grand  jury — I  am  compelled  to  accept  their  conclusion  as  the  true  state  of  the  case. 

Question.  You  say  you  took  some  pains  to  inquire  into  this  matter,  to  ascertain  yonr- 
self  what  the  facts  were  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  made  some  inquiries  about  it. 

Question.  Is  it  your  judgment,  from  all  you  could  ascertain  about  it,  that  the  men 
who  killed  Boyd  did  come  from  another  county  T 

Answer.  I  never  arrived  at  any  particular  result  in  my  individual  investigation ;  but 
looking  at  the  report  of  the  grand  jury — they  made  a  very  searching  examination j  we 
had  some  of  the  best  and  most  reliable  men  in  our  county  upon  the  grand  jury — i  be- 
lieve, from  their  statement,  that  their  conclusion  is  the  correct  one. 

Question.  So  that  really  your  own  opinion  is  that  the  men  who  killed  Boyd  oarae  firom 
another  county  f 

Answer,  My  opinion,  based  upon  the  report  of  the  grand  jury,  is  that  that  was  the 
fact ;  I  have  no  reason  to  come  to  any  other  conclusion. 

Questidn.  What  had  any  body  of  men  up  in  Pickens  County  against  Boyd  I 

Answer,  I  have  no  idea ;  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Could  any  body  of  men  in  Pickens  County,  to  your  knowledge,  have  had 
any  ill-will  against  Boyd,  growing  out  of  this  killing  of  Brown,  fifteen  years  ago,oirftT 
any  other  reason  f 

Ansioer.  Not  that  I  know  of;  they  may  have  had. 

Question.  Yon  say  you  had  Something  to  do  as  counsel  wii^  defending  the  itten 
charged  with  killing  Snoddy  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  had  occasion  to  look  into  the  case,  to  learn  something  about  the  ^tb 
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of  Colvin.  Now,  have  yon  any  reason  to  believe  that  any  body  of  men  up  in  Pickena 
Coonty  were  the  men  who  killed  Snoddy,  or  killed  Colyin,  or  had  anything  to  do 
withitt 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  two  negroes  I  defended  killed  Snoddy. 

QmnUon.  If  it  be  tme  that  Boyd  was  killed  by  a  nomber  of  men  from  Pickens  County, 
what  does  the  story  about  Brown  and  about  Colvin  have  to  do  with  it  f 

Answer,  It  has  just  this  to  do  with  it— do  you  mean  with  the  killing  of  Boyd  ? 

Question,  If  Boyd  was.  killed  by  a  body  of  men  who  came  from  Pickens  County,  what 
motive  could  they  have  had,  growing  out  of  the  killing  of  Brown,  a  great  many  years 
ago,  or  the  more  recent  killing  of  Colvin  t 

Answer,  No  connection  in  the  world  except  the  general  impression,  as  I  stated,  that 
the  kilHng  of  youn^  Brown,  years  before,  by  Boyd,  was  supposed  by  the  people,  gen- 
erallyy  to  be  the  mam  cause  that  led  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Boyd  f 

QuesiUm,  Had  Brown  any  relatives  up  in  Pickens  County  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  had  or  not ;  }  cannot  tell. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  any  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  that  he  had  or  had  not;  I  never  heard  anything  on  the  sub- 
ject 

Question.  Well,  all  the  relatives  you  know  anything  about  that  he  has  are  in  yonr 
county? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  all  the  relatives  he  has,  that  I  know,  live  in  Greene  County 

Question.  In  which  direction  is  Pickens  County  from  you  f 

Answer.  North. 

Question.  How  £Ekr  is  it  from  your  town  to  the  line  of  Pickens  County  f 

Answer.  1  suppose  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  miles ;  perhaps  more :  I  do  not  know  the 
exact  distance. 

Quet «ofi.  Have  yon  ever  made  any  calculation  yournelf  as  to  how  many  persons  have 
be^  Idlled  by  violence,  by  unlawful  violence,  within  the  last  three  years,  in  your 
county  I 

Answer.  I  presume  I  have  heard  of  every  death  that  has  occurred  there,  but  I  have 
not  kept  such  an  account  of  them  as  would  enable  me  to  give  you  correctly,  perhaps, 
the  number  of  deaths  that  have  occurred  in  that  time. 

Question.  Have  yon  such  an  idea  about  it  that  yon  can  state,  with  any  degree  of 
dennit'eness,  how  many  men  have  been  killed  in  your  county  by  unlawful  violence 
within  the  lost  three  years  I 

Answer.  1  will  give  the  names  of  all  that  I  now  remember,  if  you  wish  that.  Nelson 
Harris  was  the  first  one  that  I  know  of;  then  Samuel  Snoddy,  Henry  Miller,  Sam 
Colvin,  James  Carpenter,  John  Carpenter,  Guilford  Coleman,  and  Mr.  Boyd;  those  are 
all  that  I  can  remember  at  this  time. 

Question.  Has  anybody  ever  been  punished  for  killing  any  one  of  these  men  f 

Answer,  The  person  who  killed  John  Carpenter  has  been  indicted,  and  has  been  tried 
once,  but  there  was  a  mistrial;  the  case  is  now  pending.  A  brother  of  Mr.  Carpenter 
was  killed,  it  was  supposed,  for  his  money,  but  his  murderer  has  never  been  found 
out.    They  were  both  very  clever  gentlemen  and  good  men. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  was  suspoeed  to  have  killed  Carpenter  t 

Answer.  The  one  killed  for  his  money  t 

Question.  No,  sir ;  the  other. 

Answer.  The  other  was  killed  by  a  man  named  William  T.  Eatman.  The  other  Car- 
penter was  supposed  to  have  been  killed  by  a  colored  man,  who  has  left  the  country — 
the  one  killed  mr  bis  money. 

By  Mr.  Folajxd  : 

Question.  Snoddy  was  supposed  to  have  been  killed  for  his  money! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  understood  that  his  body  was  rified  of  some  money  that  he  had  in 
his  possession  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  this  man  who  was  indicted  for  killing  one  of  the  Carpenters  the  only  per- 
son who  has  been  indicted  for  any  killing  in  yonr  county? 

Answer.  1  was  thinking ;  the  two  negroes  who  killed  Snoddy  were  indicted ;  and 
they  are  all  that  I  now  remember  who  have  been  prosecuted  for  these  offenses.  The 
others,  however,  have  not  been  prosecuted  for  the  reason  that  they  have  not  been 
famd  oat. 

By  Mr.  ^jor: 

Question.  There  was  a  Mr.  Miller,  who  formerly  held  the  office  of  probate  judge  in 
yonr  county? 
Answer.  Yes.  sir. 
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Question.  It  seems  be  was  obstmeted  in  taking  bis  o(Bce ;  do  yon  know  aayOhi^ 
aboat  the  circumstances  of  that  case  I 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  know  all  about  it.  At  the  election  in  Febmary,  1888, 
Mr.  Miller  was  elected  probate  jodse,  at  least  he  received  a  minority  of  the  votes  cast 
at  that  election  in  Greene  Connty  fir  probate  judge.  Jndge  Oliver,  the  incambcnt  of 
the  probate  office,  contended*  that  be  was  the  legnu  ocenpaut  of  the  place,  aiod  desired 
to  contest  the  matter  legally  as  to  whether  Jndge  Miller  or  himself  was  the  pit)|Mr  in- 
cumbent of  that  office.  Jndge  (Hiver  came  to  ^vise  with  oar  Arm,  Morgan  and  JoUy, 
and  we  advised  him  that  while  we  thought  the  law  would  authorize  hinv  to  hold  on  to 
the  place,  yet  we  were  satisfied  he  would  be  compelled  to  give  it  up.  He  cootoaded. 
however,  that  he  ought  not  to  give  it  up,  and  he  informed  Judge  Miller  that  he  wMitd 
not,  unless  he  was  put  ont  of  his  office  by  legal  means.  He  did  not  propose  ftoy  vio- 
lent resistance  to  Jndge  Miller  taking  possession  of  the  office,  but  simply  «>  test  liM 
matter  in  the  courts,  as  to  who  was  the  proper  incumbent  of  that  office ;  at  least  tha( 
was  the  only  advice  we  gave  him,  and  I  presume  that  was  the  advice  he  act^  opon. 
A  few  days  after  Judge  Oliver  notified  me  of  that,  some  Federal  troops  came  down  from 
Tuscaloosa,  I  think  it  was,  or  some  other  locality,  and  tnmed  Judge  Oliver  €m%  and 
installed  Judge  Miller,  ^ving  possession  of  the  place  to  Jndge  Miller.  No  rcsistaneet 
was  made ;  it  was  done  m  that  way.  Judge  Oliver  held  on  to  the  place  simply  becaase 
he  desired  to  have  the  matter  legally  decided  as  to  whether  Judge  Miller  or  himself 
was  the  proper  occupant  of  the  office. 

Question.  Miller  says  that  he  was  told  by  Morgtui  and  Jolly  that  he  never  ocNild  get 
the  office  f 

Answer.  We  never  told  him  any  such  thing ;  at  least  I  did  not,  and  I  am  satisfied  my 
partner  did  not. 

Question.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  your  opinion  that  he  would  get  it? 

Answer.  It  was  our  opinion,  and  we  so  informed  Jndge  Oliver,  that  while  his  kcal 
right  was  to  hold  on  to  the  office,  we  were  satined  he  would  be  compelled  to  yield  it: 
that  was  our  advice  to  him.  No  resistance  whatever  was  made  to  Judge  Miller  taking 
possession  of  the  office ;  he  could  have  gone  in  without  troops  Just  as  weD  as  with  troops, 
and  taken  possession  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  office. 

Question.  Speaking  of  the  killing  of  Carpenter  by  Batman ;  what  was  supposed  to  be 
the  ground  of  that  homicide? 

Answer.  That  was  a  personal  difficulty  between  the  parties ;  they  were  both  detnocrato 
and  neighbors;  it  grew  out  of  some  sale  of  corn,  some  difficulty  between  them  as  to  the 
quanHty  of  corn. 

Question.  There  was  a  man  spoken  of  by  Jndge  Miller,  a  Mr.  Palmer  T 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  I  did  not  name  him,  for  it  escaped  my  memory ;  he  was  another 
person  killed.  There  was  a  young  man,  a  stranger  in  Entaw,  who  had  a  difflcnlty  with 
some  other  young  man,  and  threw  a  brick-bat  at  him.  It  missed  the  young  roan,  and 
struck  Mr  Palmer  and  killed  him ;  Mr.  Palmer  was  jnst  coming  ont  of  the  door,  and  the 
brick-bat  struck  him  in  the  head  and  killed  him.  That  was  a  x>er8onal  difficnhy;  it 
had  no  reference  to  politics  at  all,  but  was  a  mere  drunken  spree  or  frolic,  I  snppose. 

Question.  Was  that  case  examined  Judicially  in  any  way? 

Answer.  A  warrant  was  issued  for  the  young  man,  but  he  fled ;  he  was  never  over- 
taken, and  never  arrested. 

Question.  Judge  Miller  testified  to  his  having  been  assaulted  by  some  person  there; 
do  you  know  anything  of  that  f 

Answer.  I  only  know  from  hearsay,  for  I  was  not  at  home  on  that  occasion.  This 
same  man  Reynolds  assaulted  him,  it  was  stated,  and  I  have  been  informed  that  ft  was 
on  account  of  some  statement  that  Judge  Miller  nad  made  about  Reynolds  to  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Weaver.  Reynolds  attacked  him  in  consequence  of  that  statement  to 
Weaver ;  it  was  so  stated,  and  I  think  Judge  Miller  himscll'  told  me  so. 

Question,  Miller  says  that  he  is  afraid  to  go  to  Eutaw,  on  account  of  that  assault  and 
of  threats  that  have  been  made  against  him ;  do  you  know  of  the  fact  of  his  having 
been  there  recently  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  has  been  there  once  or  twice  during  the  present  year.  Ho  is  in 
business  in  Mobile,  and  occasionally  sees  up  there  on  busiuess.  Judge  Miller  expresses 
himself  very  freely  on  any  subject  wnenever  he  comes  there.  I  have  never  seen  lum 
manifest  any  alarm,  or  excitement,  or  fnght,  when  he  has  come  there,  and  that  is  the 
only  time  I  know  of  that  he  has  been  attacked  in  the  town.  I  know  of  no  reason  why 
he  should  be  alarmed,  and  I  am  satisfied  from  his  conduct  that  he  is  not  afraid  to  give 
free  expression  to  his  sentiments  there. 

Question.  You  say  he  expresses  himself  freely;  does  he  do  so  offensively t 

Answer.  He  is  a  very  extreme  partisan^  and  expresses  himself  excitedly,  and  to  some 
people  his  manner  is  ofiensive,  though  it  has  never  been  offensive  to  me^  it  ^  more 
excited  than  offensive  to  me. 

Question.  Smith,  who  was  the  circuit  clerk  there,  testified  before  the  committee,  amd 
said,  among  other  things,  that  at  the  riot  which  has  been  described  here  as  the  riotlat 
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Eutew.  %%  saw  yon  iu  the  orowtly  and  lieftvd  yoa  exokiiiii,  '^  Go  in,  ^qj^bow  is  71:109 
time  I  ^   Hiat  is,  aboot  the  time  the  fightinje  comiaeiiced. 


That  is  &lBe,  sir,  and  he  knew  it  to  be  false  when  ho  stilted  it    He  know^ 

better  than  any  man  in  the  woild  that  I  never  said  90.  He  was  ck^so  to  me,  aiud  he 
knows  my  effort  was  to  stop  any  difficulty ;  aud  he  knows  that  I  ui^ed  greatly  iu 
stopping  that  whole  diffioolty.  He  knew  when  he  stated  that  that  I  never  made  that 
dedacation ;  he  knows  it. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

QimHon,  It  is  but  fbir  to  state  that  Smith  says  he  did  not  see  you,  but  heard  a  voloe 
wtuch  he  was  satisfied  was  toot  voioe. 

Atnwcr,  He  saw  me,  and  ne  ooght  to  have  heard  everything  I  said ;  he  kuows  froim 
•MBf  me  and  hsanBg  me }  he  knows  that  I  did  not  say  it ;  he  knows  that  I  did  not 
s^it. 

By  Mr.  BiAin: 

Questiot^  But  on  the  contrary,  he  knows  that  ^ou  tried  to  stop  the  difficulty  ? 

Anawtr.  Yea,  sir;  and  that  so  for  as  that  portion  of  the  difficulty  is  conoeruetl,  I  did 
stop  it  on  the  part  of  the  whit^  people. 

Qamtion,  He  also  states  that  no  persons  have  ever  been  convicted  in  Greene  County 
for  whipping,  &c. 

ijinser.  That  is  untme.  . 

Qtmtiim^  Do  you  know  of  persons  who  have  been  convicted  there  ? 

AMtwr,  Yes,  si?;  I  know  of  a  number  of  inst^ces  iu  the  courts  of  that  county  of 
I  peraoDS  I  have  myself  got  convicted — persons  who  have  been  convicted  and  tiued 
I  for  aaeanlts  and  batteries,  and  whippings  of  negroes.  I, have  two  cases  pendiug  there 
for  lynching.  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  character  of  the  cases.  A  number  oi 
parties  have  been  convicted  in  the  criminal  court  there  for  whippings  and  scourgiugs;^ 
Ihsve defended  some  of  them  myself,  and  some  of  them  I  have  prosecuted;  they  have 
been  convicted,  Uned,  and  punished. 

Qumiion,  He  stated  that  the  sheriff  made  no  e^ort  to  arrest  the  parties  who  kille4 
Boyd;  how  is  thatf 

Answer,  The  sheriff  made  no  effort  that  night,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  so  late  at  night 
thst  persons  were  aU  off  at  their  different  homes,  and  he  could  not  get  together  a  posse  in 
time  to  make  the  arrest.  He  was  alone  when  be  went  to  the  hotel,  and  of  course  be  could 
not  undertake  to  arrest  them.  And  before  he  could  have  assembled  ^  posse  the  uion 
▼oold  have  been  gomS  for  they  were  there  but  a  few  minutes  after  tlio  killing.  He 
BUMie  DO  effort  to  arrest  them  without  a  posse,  for  it  would  have  been  folly  to  do  so ;  and 
be  bad  not  time  at  that  hour  of  the  night  to  summon  a  posse ;  at  least  tbat  is  wh^t 
tbe  sheriff  himself  stated  to  me.  He  is  a  prompt  and  good  officer,  and  discbarges  his 
duties  laithfnlly.  He  said  that  from  the  lact  that  they  left  immediately,  aud  persons 
^re  all  at  home  and  in  their  beds  and  asleep,  he  did  not  summon  sk  posse  and  did  noti 
DAke  any  arrests. 

Qtiation,  Could  they  have  been  arrested  if  it  had  been  possible  to  have  aroused  the 
P^e  in  time  f 

Auawer,  Yes,  sir ;  if  it  had  been  in  tbe  day-time  they  wonld  have  been  arrested. 

(ineUvm.  The  people  discountenance  these  outriiges  I 

Antiaer,  Yes. 
.  QHmHuu  How  is  it  iu  regard  to  the  jurors  iu  your  county ;  are  the  colored  men  wiU- 
ifig  to  serve  ou  juries  and  do  they  serve  on  juries! 

•Mincer.  Yes,  sir;  they  serve  willingly,  so  far  as  I  know;  I  never  have  heard  of  any 
^willingness  ou  Uieir  part;  indeed  there  is  rather  an  anxiety  and  desire  ou  their  por^ 
to  serve. 

Qi^liwn.  And  do  t)iey  serve  f 

Auwr,  Yes,  sir. 

Qne^i^n,  Are  all  your  juries  mixed  juries? 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  generally  the  case;  a  pretty  fair  proportion  of  white  and 
Dliek. 

Q*i€9tiQn.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  colored  man  summoned  to  serve  ou  a  jury  whQ 
leniaed  to  serve  on  account  of  intimidation  or  thieats  ? 

^^iwwtr.  No,  sir;  no  such  excuse  was  ever  made  in  the  county  in  any  court.  I  have 
bMn  present  at  all  the  courts,  aud  I  have  seeu  them  serve ;  I  have  known  them  to  b^ 
absent  a  few  times,  just  as  other  jurors  are,  aud  iu  those  cases  forfbitures  were  taken' 
But  as  to  rendering  any  excuse  of  tbat  sort,  no  such  excuse  was  ever  mode. 

tfMtti09.  Smith,  the  clerk,  has  resigned  his  office  f 

^9wcr,  Yes,  sir. 
I    *J^'*M*  He  allei^es  that  he  did  it  on  account  of  his  being  threatened  and  alarmed 
Do  yoa  kiioxv  any  tuing  in  regard  to  that  f 

'^^wer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  Mr.  Smith  being  threatened;  I  do  not  think  1 
ever  did.   At  all  events  he  staid  there  a  great  while  m  perfect  safeij'^,  and  no  effort 
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QumHon,  It  sedms  he  was  obstrncted  in  tiddng  bi«  o(Bc«;  <k>  yoa  know  anylbiiig 
aboat  the  eircnmstances  of  that  case  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  know  all  about  it.  At  the  election  in  Febmary,  1888, 
Mr.  Miller  was  elected  probate  Jndge,  at  least  be  received  a  minority  of  the  votes  cast 
at  that  election  in  Greene  Connty  wt  probate  judge.  Jnd^  Oliver,  the  incumboDt  of 
the  probate  office,  contended* that  he  was  the  legnu  occupant  of  the  place,  and  desved 
to  contest  the  matter  legally  as  to  whether  Judge  Miller  or  himself  was  the  proper  in- 
cnmbent  of  that  office.  Jnd^  Oliver  came  to  iravise  with  our  firm,  Morgan  and  Jolly, 
and  we  advised  him  that  while  we  thonsht  the  law  would  aul^rize  him  to  bold  od  to 
the  place,  yet  we  were  satisfied  he  would  be  compelled  to  nve  it  up.  He  conieBdeil. 
however,  tnat  he  ought  not  to  n ve  it  up,  and  he  informed  Jud|^  Btiller  that  he  ivoatd 
not,  unless  he  was  put  oat  of  his  office  by  legal  means.  He  did  not  propose  aoy  vio- 
lent resistance  to  Judge  l^filler  taking  possession  of  the  office,  but  simply  xo  tusk  tbt 
matter  in  the  courts,  as  to  who  was  the  proper  incumbent  of  that  office ;  at  least  that 
was  the  only  advice  we  gave  him,  and  1  presume  that  was  the  advice  he  acted  upon. 
A  few  days  after  Judge  Oliver  notified  me  of  that,  some  Federal  troops  came  <lown  from 
Tuscaloosa,  I  think  it  was,  or  some  other  locality,  and  turned  Judge  (Hiver  out,  tnd 
installed  Judge  Miller,  ^ving  possession  of  the  place  to  Judge  Miller.  No  resi8taoe6 
was  made ;  it  was  done  m  that  way.  Judge  Oliver  held  on  to  the  place  simply  beeanse 
he  desired  to  have  the  matter  legally  decided  as  to  whether  Judge  Miller  or  hazmeli 
was  the  proper  occupant  of  the  office. 

Question.  Miller  says  that  he  was  told  by  Morgan  and  Jolly  that  he  ne^ver  ooqM  pt 
the  office  f 

Ansicer.  We  never  told  him  any  such  thing ;  at  least  I  did  not,  and  I  am  satisfied  ny 
partner  did  not. 

Question,  On  the  contrary,  it  was  your  opinion  that  he  would  get  it? 

Anstver,  It  was  our  opinion,  and  we  so  informed  Judge  Oliver,  that  while  his  1«^ 
right  was  to  hold  on  to  the  office,  we  were  satined  he  would  be  compeDed  to  yield  it: 
that  was  our  advice  to  him.  No  resistance  whatever  was  made  to  Judpj  Miller  tAkin; 
possession  of  the  office ;  he  could  have  gone  in  without  troops  just  as  weU  as  with  troops 
and  taken  possession  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  office. 

Question,  Speaking  of  the  killing  of  Carpenter  by  Eatman ;  what  was  supposed  to  be 
the  ground  of  that  homicide  f 

Ansvcer.  That  was  a  personal  difficulty  between  the  parties ;  they  were  both  demoenti 
and  neighbors;  it  grew  out  of  some  sale  of  com,  some  difficulty  between  them  astotbe 
quanHty  of  corn. 

Question.  There  was  a  man  spoken  of  by  Judge  Miller,  a  Mr.  Palmer  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  did  not  name  him,  for  it  escaped  my  memory ;  he  was  aaotber 
person  killed.  There  was  a  young  man,  a  stranger  in  Eutaw,  who  had  a  difflcdlty  witb 
some  other  young  man,  and  threw  a  brick-bat  at  him.  It  missed  the  young  man,  and 
struck  Mr  Palmer  and  killed  him ;  Mr.  Palmer  was  just  coming  out  of  t  he  door,  and  1^ 
brick-bat  struck  him  in  the  head  and  killed  him.  That  was  a  x>ersonal  difficnhy;  it 
hftd  no  reference  to  politics  at  all,  but  was  a  mere  drunken  spree  or  frolic,  I  suppow. 

Question.  Was  that  case  examined  judicially  in  any  way  f 

Answer.  A  warrant  was  issued  for  the  young  man,  but  he  fled ;  he  was  never  over- 
taken, and  never  arrested. 

Question.  Judge  Miller  testified  to  his  having  been  assaulted  by  some  person  theft; 
do  you  know  anythmg  of  that  f 

Answer.  I  only  know  from  hearsay,  for  I  was  not  at  home  on  that  occasion.  TbB 
same  man  Reynolds  assaulted  him,  it  was  stated,  and  I  have  been  informed  that  it  ^» 
on  account  of  some  statement  that  Judge  Miller  nad  made  about  Reynolds  to  a  man  b; 
the  name  of  Weaver.  Reynolds  attacked  him  in  consequence  of  that  statement  to 
Weaver ;  it  was  so  stated,  and  I  think  Judge  Miller  himself  told  me  so. 

Question.  Miller  says  that  he  is  afraid  to  go  to  Eutaw,  on  account  of  that  assault  and 
of  threats  that  have  been  made  against  him ;  do  you  know  of  the  fact  of  his  baling 
been  there  recently  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  been  there  once  or  twice  during  the  present  year.  Ho  is  in 
business  in  Mobile,  and  occasionally  sees  up  there  on  business.  Judge  Miller  express*^ 
himself  verj^  freely  on  any  subject  whenever  he  comes  there.  I  have  never  seen  Wo 
manifest  any  alarm,  or  excitement,  or  fright,  when  be  has  come  there,  and  that  is  tli« 
only  time  I  know  of  that  he  has  been  attacked  in  the  town.  I  know  of  no  reason  vhy 
he  should  be  alarmed,  and  I  am  satisfied  from  his  conduct  thai  ho  is  not  afraid  to  gi^ 
free  expression  to  his  sentiments  there. 

Question.  You  say  he  expresses  himself  freely;  does  he  do  so  offensively? 

Answer.  He  is  a  very  extreme  partisan,  and  expresses  himself  excitedly,  and  to  some 
people  his  manner  is  offensive,  though  it  has  never  been  ofibnslve  to  me;  it  b  more 
excited  than  ofiTensive  to  me. 

Question.  Smith,  who  was  the  circuit  clerk  there,  testified  before  the  committee, 
said,  among  other  things,  that  at  the  riot  which  has  been  described  here  as  the  riotU 


-  Eutow,  Iw  saw  jou  iu  tbe  crowd,  and  lieaid  yoa  excl<^,  "  Go  ii)^  boiy^now  U  jo^ 

time !  ^    Hiat  is,  aboat  the  time  the  figbtinie  comiaenced. 
t     Jmimt.  That  is  folse,  sir,  and  he  kiiew  it  to  be  false  when  he  started  it.    He  know^ 

better  than  any  man  in  the  world  that  I  never  said  so.  He  was  cl<>30  to  me,  and  be 
^  knows  my  effort  was  to  stop  any  difficulty ;  and  he  knows  that  \  aided  greatly  in 
*  stopping  that  whole  difficulty.  He  knew  when  ho  stated  that  that  I  never  made  that 
V  deolacation ;  he  knows  it. 

By  Hr.  Steysnson  : 

^     QiMiHMi.  It  is  but  fair  to  state  that  Smith  says  he  did  not  see  you,  but  heard  a  Yoioo 
'  wbioh  he  was  satisfied  was  your  yoioe. 

J«MMr.  He  saw  me,  and  ne  ought  to  have  heard  eyorythiBg  I  said ;  he  knows  froiA 

sseiDf  me  and  hsariBg  me ;  he  knows  that  I  did  not  say  it  ,*  he  knows  tbat  I  did  not 

say  it 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Qsestion.  But  on  the  contrary,  he  knows  that  ^ou  tried  to  stop  the  difficulty  ? 

Amimt.  Yes,  sir;  and  that  so  far  as  that  portnin  of  the  difficulty  is  concerned,  I  did 
stop  it  OQ  the  part  of  the  white  people. 

fyustimu  He  also  states  that  no  persons  have  ever  been  convicted  iu  Greene  County 
for  whippinff,  Slc, 

Ajmmor,  That  is  untrue.  . 

QmtitmH^  Do  you  know  of  persons  who  have  been  convicted  there  ? 

Jjitteer.  Yes,  si?;  I  know  of  a  number  of  instances  iu  tbe  courts  of  that  county  of 
persons  I  have  myself  got  convicted — ^persons  who  have  been  convicted  and  tiued 
for  assanlts  and  batteries,  and  whippings  of  negroes.  I, have  two  cases  pendiug  thoro 
for  lyi^chiiig.  I  do  qot  remember  tbe  e^act  character  of  the  cases.  A  number  oi 
narties  have  been  convicted  in  the  criminal  court  tbere  for  whippings  and  scourgiugs; 
1  have  defended  some  of  them  myself,  aud  some  of  them  I  have  prosecuted;  they  h^ve 
been  convicted,  fine<L  and  punished. 

QuMtion,  He  stated  that  the  sheriff  made  no  effort  to  arrest  the  parties  who  kille4 
Boyd;  how  is  thatf 

Answer.  The  sheriff  made  no  effort  that  night,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  so  late  at  night 
that  persons  were  aU  off  at  their  different  homes,  and  he  could  not  get  together  a  posse  iu 
time  to  make  the  arrest.  He  was  alone  when  he  went  to  the  hotel,  and  of  course  bo  could 
not  undertake  to  arrest  them.  And  before  he  could  have  assembled  a  posse  the  men 
wouM  have  boon  gon^  ibr  they  were  there  but  a  few  minutes  after  the  killing.  He 
Blade  no  effort  to  arrest  them  without  a  posse,  for  it  would  have  been  folly  to  do  so ;  and 
he  had  not  time  at  that  hour  of  the  night  to  summon  a  posse ;  at  leant  that  is  what 
tbe  sheriff  himself  stated  to  me.  He  is  a  prompt  and  good  officer,  and  discharges  bis 
duties  Caithfully,  He  said  that  from  the  fact  that  they  left  immediately,  and  persons 
were  9^  at  home  and  in  their  beds  and  asleep,  he  did  not  summon  a  posse  and  did  uoti 
make  any  arrests. 

QsMiioii.  Could  they  have  been  arrested  if  it  had  been  possible  to  have  aroused  the 
people  in  time  f 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir;  if  it  had  been  in  tbe  day-time  they  woold  have  been  arrested. 

Onetliott.  The  people  discountenance  these  outrages  I 

A-Mtaer.  Yes. 

Qiies<to]».  How  is  it  iu  regard  to  the  jurors  in  your  county ;  are  tbe  colored  men  will- 
ing to  serve  on  juries  and  do  thejr  serve  on  J  urios  ? 

Amavjer.  Yea,  sir:  they  serve  willingly,  so  far  as  I  know;  I  never  have  heard  of  auy 
UD willingness  on  their  part;  indeed  there  is  rather  s^  auxiety  and  desire  on  their  part 
to  serve. 

Queslum.  And  do  ttiey  serve? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qseiiioit.  Are  all  your  juries  mixed  juries? 

Anawer.  Yee,  sir;  that  is  generally  the  case;  a  pretty  fair  proportion  of  white  and 
black. 

Qvke$tion,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  colored  man  summoned  to  serve  on  a  jury  whQ 
remsed  to  serve  on  account  of  intimidation  or  threats  f 

Anmffi^''  No,  sir;  no  such  excuse  was  ever  made  iu  the  county  in  any  court.  I  have 
been  present  at  all  the  courts,  and  I  have  seen  them  serve ;  I  have  known  them  to  be 
absent  a  few  times,  just  as  other  jurors  are,  aud  in  those  cases  foribitures  were  takeo. 
But  as  to  rendering  any  excuse  of  that  sort,  no  such  excuse  was  ever  made. 

Que$UoH.  Smith,  the  clerk,  has  resigned  his  office  ? 

Amswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queatitm,  He  alleges  tlmt  he  did  it  on  account  of  his  being  threatened  and  alarmed 
Do  yoa  know  auy  thing  in  regard  to  that? 

Arufioer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  Mr.  Smith  being  threatened;  I  do  not  think  1 
ever  did.    At  all  events  he  staid  there  a  great  while  m  perfect  safely,  and  no  effort 
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was  ever  raac^  to  hurt  him.  I  have  always  had  my  donbts  about  his  evcrbeiii^  ttnvat- 
ened  at  all.  I  have  never  seen  a  man  who  did  threaten  him,  and  I  never  heard  a  nan's 
name  mentioned  who  threatened  him  at  all.    I  do  not  believe  he  ever  was  thneateiied. 

QueBtion,  What  was  the  reason  of  his  resigning,  do  you  know  f 

Anstcfr.  In  my  judgment  the  reason  for  his  resigning  his  office a  ereat  deal 

was  said  at  the  time  he  went  to  Mobile  and  aiade  a  statement  similar  to  toot  wbldi 
you  have  given  here  in  regard  to  him.  There  was  a  very  general  expression  on  the 
|>art  of  our  people  of  discontent  at  that  testimony,  for  they  knew  it  was  not  true, 
those  that  were  there;  and  their  feelings  towards  him  were  not  pleasant  or  kind  at  all. 
He  was  informed  of  that  fact,  and  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  telhng  that  which  he 
knew  to  be  untrue^  which  everybody  in  the  town  knew  to  be  untrue.  That  fiict  was 
eommunicated  to  him,  and  he  never  came  back.  That  was  supposed  to  be  the  reason 
Why  he  left,  on  account  of  the  general  obnoxiousness  he  was  held  in  on  the  part  of  our 
people,  in  consequence  of  his  perjuring  himself. 

Question,  It  appears  that  at  the  last  election  in  your  State  the  vote  was  increased. 
Do  you  know  wnat  was  the  cause  of  the  general  increase  of  the  vote  at  the  last  elec- 
tion? 

Answer,  In  my  county  we  made  very  ^at  efforts  to  achieve  suoeess  for  the  demo- 
cratic party.  The  negroes  had  become  tired  of  their  former  leaders,  expressed  them- 
selves so,  quit  them  and  openly  voted  for  the  democratic  party,  and  desired  to  do  so. 
Mr.  Hays  has  been  the  leader  of  the  negroes  in  that  county,  indeed  in  the  district,  ever 
since  the  war.  He  was  before  the  war  and  duriug  the  war  a  very  cruel  master ;  and 
they  disliked  him  for  that,  in  the  first  place.  Since  the  war  he  had  hired  numbers  of 
them  and  has  generally  given  them  a  promise  to  pay,  and  has  never  paid  them  aov- 
thing.  They  were  tired  of  him  for  that.  And  they  got  tired  of  their  leaders  geoeraliy 
because  they  were  of  that  character  and  class  of  men  which  even  negroes  do  not  like 
to  associate  with ;  and  they  quitted  tbat  party  and  associated  themselves  with  re- 
spectable people,  and  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

Question.  Is  that  the  cause  of  Hays's  unpopularity  with  the  colored  population  T 

Ansxcer.  Yes,  sir ;  his  false  promises  to  them — his  promise  to  pay  them  lor  their  a^ 
vices  and  not  doing  it ;  that,  in  connection  with  his  former  cruelty  to  his  slaves,  which 
was  well  known  and  well  understood  by  all  the  colored  people. 

Question.  What  is  the  comparative  condition  of  the  country  before  and  since  the  last 
election  f  Give  the  difference,  if  there  is  any,  in  the  relations  of  kindness  and  fnend- 
ship  that  exist  between  the  two  races  now. 

Ansxcer.  The  condition  of  the  country  is  much  better  than  before  the  election.  The 
negroes  are  much  more  contented  and  happy ;  and  the  relations  between  the  two  races 
never  were  better  in  the  world  before.  The  utmost  kindness  and  good-feeHng  exist  on 
the  part  of  both  races  toward  each  other.  Indeed,  the  condition  is  very  greatly  im- 
proved in  every  respect. 

Question,  There  has  been  testimony  eiven  before  the  committee  to  the  effect  tbst  rad- 
icals, or  republicans,  cannot  express  tneir  opinion  safely  in  that  county.  What  ia  the 
fact  in  regard  to  that  matter  f 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  they  can ;  I  think  that  is  all  a  mistake.  A  trouble  or  two  has 
occurred  there,  but  it  has  grown  out  of  excitement  produced  on  the  occasion  by  aoao» 
man  who  Was  very  obnoxious.  But  people  have  gone  there  and  made  speeches;  tepab- 
licans  have  made  speeches  there  whenever  they  saw  fit.  John  C.  Keffer  lias  made 
speeches  there;  and  he  is  one  of  the  most  offensive  men  in  the  repul>lican  party  in  the 
State  to  our  people ;  I  think  he  made  two  speeches.  Mr. Warner  has  made  speeches  there ; 
Governor  Parson^  has  made  speeches  there ;  numbers  of  republicans  have  made  speeches 
there,  and  never  have  been  interfered  with.  Mr.  Hays,  though,  is  not  liked  by  our 
people  at  all.  While  I  think  he  can  go  there  to-day  and  make  a  speech  without  mi/et- 
Tuption,  he  is  disliked  to  such  an  extent  by  all  of  us,  by  all  of  the  people  th«!«,  that 
we  would  rather  he  would  not  speak  there.  But,  in  my  judgment,  he  or  any  other 
republicau.  or  any  man,  can  go  there  to-day  and  express  his  sentiments  freely. 

Question.  It  was  stated  that  Hays  declined  to  go  to  Mobile  as  a  witness  on  aoeosnt 
of  threats.    Do  you  know  anything  as  to  his  real  motive  in  not  going  f 

Answer,  I  know  the  reasons  he  gave  to  me  in  a  letter  irhich  I  now  have.  He  stated 
that  the  reason  he  did  not  go  was  that  he  did  not  desire  any  proeecntion  to  be  earned 
ou  against  those  gentlemen ;  he  thought  it  was  wrong,  and  he  did  not  desire  to  apfiaar 
as  a  witness  against  them,  and  would  not ;  tbat  he  never  intended  to  go  there,  becuHisB 
his  judgment  was  that  they  ought  not  to  be  prosecuted.  He  wrote  me  that  in  a  letter 
as  too  reason  why  he  did  not  go.  And  since  he  came  home  from  Washington,  and 
since  the  court  met  in  Mobile,  he  has  told  other  parties  that  that  was  the  reason — that 
he  did  not  see  any  good  to  come  of  that  prosecution,  and  never  intende<l  to  aid  in  il. 

Mr.  Stevenson.  That  was  the  general  view  which  Mr.  Hays  expressed  here. 

Mr.  Blair.  Smith  said  that  Hays  did  not  go  because  ho  had  boeu  threatened. 

The  W^iTNESS.  Mr.  Hays  is  at  home  now ;  he  is  not  in  any  fear. 

By  Mr.  Blaih  : 
Question.  Is  Mr.  Cockrell  at  home  t 
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Atmm.  Tas,  air. 

(juwtion.  Was  he  eever^y  ipjored  f 

Jrmmt.  I  think  be  was  ooimiied  to  his  room  for  a  day  or  two. 

Quntion.  Was  aoybody  engaged  in  the  attack  upon  him  except  the  two  persons  yon 
have  named  t 

Anawer,  No,  sir;  not  that  I  have  heard  of. 

Qumtun^  Both  of  them  have  left? 

Anmcer,  One  lives  in  Perry  County ;  I  do  not  know  what  has  become  of  him.  Rey- 
nolds, who  has  been  temporarily  living  in  our  county,  has  left  the  State.  He  was  in- 
dicted for  that,  and  in  this  other  case  besides ;  and,  very  mnch.  to  the  gratification  of 
us  all,  he  left.  * 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Quaiion,  Do  yon  know  anjr  person  in  yonr  region  of  coontrv  who  has  been  klEed  or 
whipped  because  of  his  political  opinions,  or  the  expression  of  them  f 

Antwer,  Ko,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  that  any  man  has^ever  been  killed  in  Greene  County 
for  the  expression  of  his  political  sentiments. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

^uettUm,  Or  whipped  t 

Jiwicer.  Or  whipped  for  his  political  sentiments. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Qweadon.  In  yonr  opinion,  can  any  man  who  behaves  himself  reasonably  well  express 
any  political  sentiments  he  may  entertain  anywhere  without  molestation  f 

Anstper.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it  in  the  world. 

QiugHon.  Why  did  yon  locate  your  meeting  at  the  particular  point  in  the  court-house 
yard  on  the  d^y  the  republican  meeting  was  also  held  at  Eutaw,  if  you  did  not  want 
the  two  meetings  held  together  I    Was  your  meeting  organized  first  f 

Amwer.  Yes,  sir ;  about  a  half  or  i)erhape  three-quarters  of  an  hour  first. 

QueBiUm.  Waa  there  any  necessity  for  the  other  gentlemen  to  have  located  their  meet- 
ing so  close  to  you,  or  were  there  any  other  places  in  the  town  where  they  could  have 
held  it  equally  well  t 

An$wer,  There  were  plenty  of  other  places,  and  we  had  been  informed  that  their 
meeting  would  be  held  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  court-house,  at  the 
depot. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

^utHon.  Who  told  you  so  t 

Answer.  It  was  rumor,  not  positive  information. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Quigtitm,  Was  their  meeting  organised  with  full  information  of  where  your  meeting 
was  going  on  f 

Amwer.  Tes,  sir. 

QnesHtm,  When  yon  organized  your  meeting,  did  you  know  where  they  were  going  to 
h<Jd  theirs? 

An$w6r.*}!f0j  sir;  I  did  not. 

QumHon,  The  question  of  proximity  of  the  two  meetings  depended  upon  their  action, 
not  upon  youiB  f 

Animpr.  Entirely  upon  theirs. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Quea/wm.  Which  party  first  gave  notice  of  their  meeting  t 

Annoer,  My  understanding  is  that  the  republican  party  first  put  up  their  posters  and 
gave  the  notice  in  the  paper  of  their  meeting. 
QumUan,  Where  were  public  meetings  generally  held  in  that  town  t 
Answer.  There  about  the  court-house  and  in  the  court-house  square. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Was  the  report  of  the  grand  jury,  in  regard  to  the  men  who  killed 
Boyd,  that  they  lived  in  Pickens  County,  or  that  they  went  in  that  direction  f 

Answer.  I  stated  awhile  ago  that  the  grand  iury  reported  that  they  were  traced  to 
that  county ;  they  did  not  state  whether  they  lived  there  or  not. 

Question.  They  did  not  undertake  to  say  where  they  lived  * 

Answer.  No.  but. 

Question.  Tney  said  they  were  traced  to  that  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,-sir. 

Question.  I  woold  ask  you  yonr  Judgment,  from  your  experience  of  men,  whether,  if 
a  Dody  of  men  who  lived  in  Union  hod  disguised  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
cealmeut — had  endeavored  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  continue  that  concealment — is 
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it  likely  they  would  hare  ridden  directly  to  their  own  doors,  from  the  place  of  a  mur- 
der committed  by  them?    Is  that  the  way  men  wonld  ordinnuly  actt 
An8tD&',  It  does  not  loolf:  reasonable. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson: 

QuesUan.  Is  it  likely  that  they  would  ride  toward  their  own  doors  f 

Anewer,  I  do  not  think  they  would. 

Q%ie8Hon,  Well,  would  they  not,  in  order  to  get  to  Pickens  County,  have  to  ride  to- 
ward their  own  doors  f 

Answer,  In  goiug  to  Pickens  County,  the  direct  road  is  through  the  town  of  Unioni 
where  the  friends  of  these  parties  lived. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Qtiestion.  The^  could  go  that  road  on  their  horses  and  get  to  Pickens  County  f 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Whoever  they  were,  they  were  traced  past  the  town  of  Union  to  the  tine  of 
the  county  of  Pickens  t 

Ansjver,  Yos,  sir ;  across  the  bridge  into  Pickens  County.* 

QuesUan,  Was  it  reported  to  you  tbat  Mr.  Bovd,  in  naming  the  men  to  the  one  oe  two 
friends  to  whom  he  had  spoken  of  the  matter,  had  implicated  some  of  the  ooQUMiteis 
of  Brown  t 

Answer,  That  has  been  a  matter  of  rumor— that  part  of  it. 

Question.  Has  that  been  reported  to  jrou  f 

Answer,  Yes^  sir ;  and  the  general  impression  of  the  eemHraaity  has  been  nniAxiB 

that  he  was  killed  for  that  reason. 

•» 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q^es^n.  Can  yon  give  us  the  names  of  those  fHencte  of  Brown,  so  reported  to  baTe 
been  implicated  by  feyd  f 

Ansfwer,  I  have  said  that  I  do  not  know ;  it  was  merely  stated  that  he  bad  giwn  Ihe 
names  of  the  parties  to  one  or  two  friends ;  no  names  were  ever  given  to  me. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QuestMm,  But  at  the  same  tinfe  that  the  names  were  given  to  you  it  was  also  taoM  to 
Tou  Idbat  the  persons  whose  names  he  had  given  to  those  friends  of  bis  were  relatives  of 
Brown? 

Answer.  That  was  supposed,  more  than  stated ;  I  do  not  kuow  that  it  was  ever  steted 
positively,  but  it  was  supposed  that  they  were  the  names  given.  Whether  the  intima- 
tions were  given  out  by  the  persons  whom  he  told  or  others,  I  do  not  know ;  I  suppose 
they  were.  And  upon  that  intimation,  from  whatever  source  it  came,  the  gener«  fan- 
pression  of  the  community  was  that  tbat  was  what  led  to  his  death. 

Questum,  Was  there  a  very  bad  state  of  feeling  existing  on  the  part  of  the  relatives 
of  Brown  against  Boyd  after  he  returned  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  always  after  the  death  of  young  Brown,  up  to  the  day  of  Boyd's 
death. 

Quesi^n.  Did  any  one  suppose  that  Boyd's  politics  caused  his  death,  either  direetly 
or  indirectly  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  no  one.  Boyd  was  not  a  noisy  man,  and  never  made  public  speeches ; 
never  expressed  nimself  very  often.  His  political  opinions  were  very  little  canvassed, 
very  little  thought  of.  We  are  all  satisfied  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  his 
death.  There  were  men  there  much  more  obnoxious  than  he,  who  have  lived  throuch 
it  all.  Judge  Miller  had  expressed  himself  very  loudly  and  very  oft^u  there,  up  to  the 
time  of  Mr.  Boyd's  death.  Mr.  Hays  has  also  expressed  himself  very  freely.  Mr.  Mc^ 
Intoab,  ^e  State  senator,  has  expressed  himself  vo^  freely ;  and  the  representative  to 
the  legislature  has  expressed  himself  very  freely.  Tbey  have  all  lived  tnrough  it — not 
been  hurt.  Mr.  Boyd  was  much  less  noisy  in  his  politics  than  any  of  those  men,  yet 
he  was  killed.  And  from  these  facts  we  are  all  perfectly  satisQed  that  politics  did  Bot 
enter  into  his  killing  at  all. 

Question.  You  have  stated  to  General  Blair  that  the  unpopularity  of  Mr.  Hi^  had 
much  to  do  with  the  falling  off  of  the  negro  vote. 

Answer,  A  great  deal. 

Question.  I  aesire  to  ask  this  further  question  :  whether  or  not  promises  had  been 
made  to  negroes  of  hmds  and  mules  and  other  thin^,  if  they  would  vote  the  republi- 
can ticket,  and  if  they  have  not  also  been  told  that  tuey  would  be  put  back  into  slavery 
if  they  voted  the  other  ticket;  and  whether  theihilure  to  keep  those  promises  to  them 
had  not  much  to  do  with  their  distrust  of  the  republican  party  in  the  last  election  f 

Ansujer,  Yes,  sir ;  those  statements  were  made,  and  in  my  judgment  tbat  has  bad  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  the  fact  of  their  abandoning  tbat  party  and  uniting  wHb  the 
democratic  party.  The  argument  that  they  would  be  put  back  into  slavery  if  they 
did  not  vote  for  the  republican  party,  was  pretty  generally  and  extensively  used  down 
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there ;  that  was  th^  strong  point  of  republican  speakers  and  wire-pollers ;  and  the 
Degrees  for  a  long  time  were  ])ersnaded  that  it  was  true ;  they  thought  it  was  trne.  In- 
deed, I  myself  luid  a  senspnt  to  whom  I  frequently  talkea,  and  m  whom  I  had  gr<^t 
fiut'h ;  he  stated  to  me  tbat  the  reason  why  he  and  a  number  of  others  did  not  vote 
with  our  people  there  was^  that  they  were  assured  that  they  would  be  killed  if  they 
did.  and  that  their  wives  and  children  would  be  put  back  again  into  slavery ;  and  he 
saia  tibst  whenever  they  could  be  eonvinoed  that  that  was  not  true,  they  woukl  unite 
with  and  support  the  white  people.  And  the  most  intelligent  colored  people  in  the 
ooontj  have  done  so. 

Quutwn.  They  have  also  had  promised  property  to  them  if  they  voted  the  other 
Bidet 

Antwer.  O,  yes ;  it  was  generally  understood  that  they  would  got  iioirty  acres  and 
a  mule. 

Qttmikm.  That  was  their  general  understanding  I 

Amgwer.  Yea,  sir ;  but  there  never  has  been  any  mule,  or  land  eitlier,  giten  into  their 
hands. 

Qii«t(s<m.  And  yon  think  the  failoie  to  get  what  was  promised  them  has  had  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  it  t 

Amwer.  Yes,  sir,  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it;  they  have  lost  faith  in  the  promises  of 
their  former  leaders. 

Que$ti&n,  Do  yon  know  whetheri  in  your  part  of  Alabama,  negroes  who  have  pro- 
posed to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  have  been  threi^tened  or  maltreated  by  negroes 
and  ottiera  b^oi^n^  to  loyal  leagues,  because  they  offered  to  do  so  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  a  matter  of  very  frequent,  e very-day  occurrence  in  that  dis* 
trict. 

Qumtkm,  Has  it  been  safe  fcHr  a  negro  to  avow  a  disposition  to  vote  the  democratic 
tiekst  among  a  orowd  of  his  own  color  T 

Anmoer.  They  have  always  thought  it  very  unsafe  to  do  so,  and  some  of  them  have 
been  whipped  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket. 

QueBtion,  Has  there  been  as  much  intimidation  practiced  upon  any  other  class  of 
men  as  has  been  practiced  upon  democratic  negroes  oy  republican  negroes  f 

Awnoer.  No,  sir. 

QuetUtm.  That  has  been  the  ^greatest  intimidation  exercised  in  your  State,  upon  the 
negroes  who  desired  to  vote  with  the  democratic  party  f 

Answer.  That  has  been  the  intimidation ;  that  is  what  it  was  aimed  at  in  a  great 
measure. 

By  Mr.  Bulir  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  organization  for  that  purpose  t 

Answer.  It  has  generally  been  operated  through  the  Union  leases,  so  it  is  supposed. 
I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  Union  League,  except  that  it  is  supposed  that  such 
organizations  have  exi^«d,  and' that  the  negro  people  had  been  very  severely  discip- 
lined and  controlled  by  that  means. 

By  Mr.  Van  Tbump  : 

Quesium.  Has  it  been  understood  that  they  have  been  sworn  in  those  associations  f 
Answer.' Thej  all  say  they  have  been  sworn ;  the  negroes  all  say  so. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

QuesUon.  You  have  given  your  opinion  in  regard  to  the  action  of  men  in  disguise ;  I 
want  to  ask  you  this  question :  whether  or  not  men  who  have  committed  outrages  in 
disguise  have  adopted  the  disguise  as  an  additional  means  of  preventing  their  per- 
sonal detection  for  the  particular  crime,  and  not  as  part  of  any  organization  systemat- 
ically carried  on  between  them  and  others  not  connected  with  the  particular  crime  t 

Answer.  That  has  always  been  my  belief,  my  view  of  it ;  that  they  disguised  them- 
s^ves  to  prevent  detection  in  the  commission  of  the  immediate  offense,  without  any 
relation  or  connection  with  any  general  organization.  Indeed,  I  will  again  state,  as  I 
have  stated  heretofore,  that  I  am  well  acquainted  throughout  that  district ;  there  are 
few  people  there  but  what  I  know ;  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  no  such  organiza- 
tion exists  in  the  county,  or  in  the  district. 

Question,  Do  you  or  not  believe  the  fact  tliat  disguised  persons  in  other  parts  of  the 
Statei,  or  in  other  States,  have  escaped  detection  because  of  their  disguise,  has  per- 
haps induced  men  who  had  private  grudges  of  their  own  to  assume  those  dismiises  ibr 
the  individual  act ;  instead  of  having  any  organization^  they  have  assumed  the  dis- 
guises because  of  tbe  additional  security  they  had  found  it  had  given  in  other  cases  f 

Answer.  Very  likely,  the  jprecedent  having  been  set,  that  has  been  the  cause  of  their 
aasunung  that  sort  of  disguise. 

Question.  Without  auv  sort  of  connection  with  the  others  fh>m  whom  they  perhaps 
boRowed  that  form  of  disguise  f 

Answer.  1  think  so. 
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Question,  That  is,  yoa  think,  the  extent  to  which  Kn-Klnxism,  or  whatever  name  it 
18  known  by,  has  prevailed  in  Alabama  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  that  ia  the  extent  of  any  organisation  of  that  deseription  I  know  o£ 

Question,  What  is  the  general  state  of  feeling  among  the  law-abtding  men  of  yoor 
community  in  regard  to  the  outrages  committed  in  that  way  I 

Answer.  They  are  very  mndi  opposed  to  it ;  very  much  opposed  to  it  indeed ;  all  of 
our  best  people — and  we  have  but  very  few  of  a  lawless  disposition  or  chaEaoter— -<m  an 
opposed  to  violations  of  law,  or  laii^eesness  of  any  description. 

Question.  Do  yon  believe  that  to-day  they  would  aid  the  courts  and  the  juries  in 

Eunisbiug  any  person  who  in  disguise  committed  an  outrage  upon  any  man,  white  or 
lack? 

Answer.  Un<]^nestionably,  yes,  sir. 

Question,  It  is  only  those  who  are  so  disguised,  and  so  manage  as  to  be  int)te6ted« 
either  by  their  disguise  or  cover  of  the  night,  who  evade  the  law ;  if  a  man  was  biooght 
up  for  that,  he  would  certainly  be  punished  f 

Anstoer.  That  is  all. 

Question.  And,  as  I  understand  you  to  say,  that  feeling  is  strengthefiing  aU  the 
timef 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  feelinc  against  lawlessness  and  violence  of  every  descxiptioa  is 
universally  entertained  by  all  our  people.  The  universal  desire  is  to  see  the  laws 
enforced,  and  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  assist  in  preventing  lawlessness  and  vi^eoce. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  any  interference  by  the  Fedefal  Gk>vemment,  thraiizh 
its  military  autnorities,.  would  aid  in  any  way  in  the  preservation  or  protection  of  life, 
liberty,  and  property  in  the  State  of  Alabama :  or  can  it  be  better  managed  through 
your  own  State  authorities  and  civil  tribunals  T 

Ansu^er.  1  do  not  think  the  United  States  troops  are  needed  at  all.  I  am  satisfied 
that  we  have  the  ability  to  ei^orce  the  law  and  protect  life,  and  liberty,  and  pEn^psrty 
in  our  own  courts  and  under  our  own  laws. 

QuestUm.  And  the  disposition  to  do  so  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

« 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  If  you  have  both  the  ability  and  disposition,  why  do  yon  not  do  itf 
Answer.  I  think  we  do. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  1  think  we  have  some  testimony  upon  a  point  in  regard  to  which  yoa  have 
not  very  distinctly  stated  your  information  to  us — in  regard  to  the  relative  numbers  of 
the  two  political  meetings  held  in  Eutaw  in  October  last. 

Answer.  I  suppose  that  the  democratic  party  numbered  from  two  to  three  hnodred 
persons ;  at  the  republican  meeting  there  were  from  one  thousand  to  twelve  hundred ; 
I  suppose  that  would  be  about  a  proper  estimate. 

Question.  Were  the  democrats  pretty  generally  aware,  or  did  not  some  of  tbem  at 
least  know,  that  the  republican  committee  had  called  into  their  counsel  General  daw- 
ford,  of  the  Federal  army,  in  command  of  the  troops  stationed  there  that  day  T 

Answer.  We  did  not  know  it  until  we  saw  Creneral  Crawford  there  that  momhig ; 
we  did  not  know  he  was  expect-ed  there  at  all. 
*   Question.  You  knew  there  was  a  military  force  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  near  there  f 

Answer.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  court-house. 

Question.  Did  you  know  that,  during  the  progress  of  the  meetings,  a  squad  of  tneps 
were  detached  from  the  main  force,  and  stationed  near  the  town  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  they  were  brought  down  toward  the  court-house,  abont 
half  way  from  the  quarters  they  occupied. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  could  observe,  did  the  negroes  seem  to  be  quite  as  well  armed 
as  the  whites? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  armed ;  I  saw  numbers  of  them  with  pistols,  and  I  saw 
them  shoot  fluently. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  in  regard  to  an  investigation  like  this  into  the  aoeiid 
and  political  condition  of  so  wide-spread  a  people  as  the  Southern  people,  and  the  diffi- 
culty we  have  here. of  knowing  an^  of  the  facts,  as  well  as  the  expense  of  getting  the 
witnesses  here ;  what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  best  mode  of  investigating  this  matter, 
whether  here  in  this  room,  or  by  committees  sent  South  to  the  different  localities  T 

Answer,  I  think  a  ^mmittee  sent  South,  right  to  the  spot  where  the  disturbanee  is 
said  to  have  happened,  is  the  best  way  to  get  at  the  truth  of  the  case. 

Question.  The  Southern  people  are  perfectly  willing  that  a  fhll  Inveotigatioa  ehoald 
be  had  there  t 

Answer.  They  are  not  only  willing,  but  anxious. 


ALABAMA.  285 

By  Mr.  Stk\tbnson  : 

Quegtion,  Do  you  think  we  could  aaoertain  who  killed  Boyd,  if  we  went  to  Entaw  f 

Jngwer.  I  do  not  know  whether  you  could  (ht  not ;  I  think  it  yecy  doubtful.  A 
thorough  inveetigiMfcion  of  the  matter  has  been  made  by  the  grand  jury,  who  I  appre- 
hend discharged  their  duty. 

QuestUm.  Tk>  you  suppose  we  could  ascertain  who  killed  the  old  negro  man  9 

Answer,  t  do  not  Imow;  you  might  do  so;  ioyestigations  frequently  develop  facts. 

QueBtUnu  Has  there  been  no  investigation  of  that  oasof 

Anmoer,  Inhere  was  a  coroner's  inquest  held  there,  I  think ;  that  is  about  all  tb< 
investi|ption  I  know  of£ 

QueBtum.  Was  the  matter  investigated  before  the  grand  jury  I 

Answer,  The  matter  was  investigated  by  the  grand  jury,  but  no  result  was  reached 
at  all ;  the  grand  jury  summoned  a  number  of  witnesses,  not  only  in  that  case,  but  in 
others. 

Questian,  They  have  never  ascertained  who  murdered  the  old  colored  man  f 

Answer,  There  has  been  no  result  yet,  as  we  understand. 

QnssiUn^  You  say  that  Qovemor  Parsons  and  General  Warner  qK>ke  in  Eutaw  I 

Answer,  When ;  on  the  25th  of  October  f 

Qnesiion.  Tes. 

Answer,  They  spoke  there  then. 

Question,  That  did  not  result  in  very  great  harmony,  did  it  f 

Answer,  Their  speeches  t 

Question,  The  meeting. 

Answer,  It  resulted  Just  as  has  been  described :  it  did  not  end  pleasantly. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  one  other  gentleman  who  made  speeches  there  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Keffer. 

Question.  When  was  that  f  • 

Answer,  In  1868. 

Question,  Was  it  in  the  day-time  or  at  night  f  • 

Answer,  It  was  in  the  day-time.  ' 

Question,  Was  it  at  a  county  meeting  or  a  local  meeting  f 

Answer,  A  general  meeting,  and  I  suppose  that  the  negroes  numbered  about  the  same 
that  they,  did  at  the  meeting  in  October. 

QuesHon,  At  what  time  in  1868? 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  time. 

Question.  At  which  election  I 

Answer,  I  think  the  presidential  election. 

Quesiiom,  Are  you  sure  it  was  the  presidential  election,  and  not  the  constitutional 
election  I 

Answer,  Perhaps  it  was  the  election  on  the  constitution  ;  I  will  not  be  positive  about 
that. 

Question,  Those  are  the  only  republican  speakers  you  now  remember  who  have  spoken 
ia  Entaw  f 

Answer,  Local  speakers  have  spoken  there ;  Cockrell  and  Brown  have  spoken  ^there 
frequently ;  they  live  in  town. 

Quevtion.  At  neighborhood  meetings  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  refer  to  general  county  meetings.  • 

Answer,  They  have  frequently  spoken  in  tne  county. 

Question.  Whenf 

Answer.  During  1868, 1869,  and  1870. 

QnesUon,  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  republicans  held  any  other  general  meetings 
in  Eutaw  in  1870  except  the  one  where  the  riot  occurred  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  so ;  I  say  that  at  general  meetings  during  those  years 
they  have  made  sneeches  throughout  the  county.  I  think  that  was  the  only  public 
meeting  at  Eutaw  neld  by  them  during  that  year. 

Questuin.  Eutaw  is  the  place  for  general  county  meetings  f 

Answer,  They  have  had  general  county  meethigs  ^t  Hays's  Mound,  down  near  where 
Ha^s  lives.  It  is  there  that  they  nominated  their  candidates  for  the  legislature  and  the 
various  offices  in  the  county.  They  have  had  Just  as  general  meetings  there  as  at 
Eutaw. 

Question,  They  do  not  take  their  conventions  and  county  meetings  away  from  Eutaw, 
do  they  f 

Answer,  They  have  held  them  there  and  at  Hays's  Mound,  too ;  they  have  held  meet- 
ings and  conferences  at  both  places. 

Question,  In  regard  to  the  promise  of  land  and  mules  to  the  negroes  ;  what  repub- 
lican leader  ever  made  such  promises  T 

Answer,  I  never  heard  one  make  it  in  ray  life. 

Question.  What  knowledge  have  you  that  such  promises  ever  were  made  f 

Answer,  Qeneral  rumor  and  the  statements  of  negroes. 
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QuesUan.  Made  to  you? 

Jjuwer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  some  of  them  say  so. 

QueaUdtL  Has  it  not  come  rather  through  demoeratio  ehacmela  as  a  joke  f 

Anmoer,  I  have  heard  it  from  negroes  and  throngh  democratio  channels ;  I  have  no 
question  that  it  was  a  promise  made. 

Questum.  I  want  to  get  yoor  information. 

Answer.  It  has  be^i  throngh  negroes ;  that  is  the  hiformati<m  I  rely  npon.  I  iuTe 
seen  it  stated  in  the  democratic  papers. 

Qiieati4m,  As  a  matter  of  joke  and  taunt  f 

Afutoer,  Not  so  much  a  Joke  in  our  section  as  you  might  suppose. 

Quesiiotu  What  is  it  f 

Answer,  A  very  serious  matter. 

Question.  A  matter  of  abuse  toward  the  republicans  f 

Answer.  It  has  been  a  very  great  instrument  in  their  canvasses  throughout  the  Sta^; 
the  promise  of  land  and  mules,  and  also  their  assertion  that  the  democratic  party 
would  put  them  back  into  slavery,  and  that  tb^  would  be  killed  if  they  did  not  vote 
the  republican  tidket;  all  these  tnings  were  used  with  powerful  effect. 

By  Mr.  Poland  :. 

QueeHan.  When  did  they  first  be^n  to  hold  out  these  promises? 
Answer.  Particularly  in  the  presidential  campMgn,  and  generally  in  State  electioDs 
since  that  time,  and  before  that,  too,  I  think,  in  the  constitutional  Section. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  any  r^ublican  speaker  hold  out  any  such  indnoemfints 
make  any  such  promise? 

Jiwiccr.  1  never  did  in  ray  life. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  hear  that  any  leading  republican  had  done  so? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  negroes  say  thatxepublicans  had  told  them  so 

Question.  That  who  had  told  them  so  ? 

Anstcer.  That  M^or  Hays  told  them  so. 

QuesUon.  What  negro? 

Ansujer.  A  negro  by  the  name  of  Jack  Jolly,  who  belonged  to  me,  said  so. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  ? 

Answer.  Just  that;  that  he  was  afraid  to  vote  our  ticket,  for  the  reason  that  be  had 
been  told  he  would  be  killed  if  he  did,  and  that  his  wife  and  children  would  be  pul 
back  into  slavery. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  about  the  promises? 

Answer.  That  he  would  have  forty  acres  of  land  and  a  mule. 

Question.  Did  he  say  that  Hays  had  made  such  a  promise  ? 

Answer,  I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Question.  When  did  he  say  so? 

Answer.  Who? 

Question.  Your  negro. 

Answer.  During  the  presidential  canvass,  inside  my  own  room. 

Question.  Were  yon  laboring  with  him  to  get  him  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  I  was  talking  with  him  upon  the  subject,  as  I  suppose  every  American  citizen 
has  a  right  to  do. 

Question.  Undoubtedly.  These  are  the  reasons  he  gave  for  not  acceding  to  your 
wishes  ? 

Answer.  These  are  the  reasons. 

Question,  You  say  you  do  not  believe  the  Eu-Elux  have  ever  existed'  in  Alabama! 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  their  appearance  at  Hunts ville,  Alabama  ? 

knsu)er.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  did. 

Qjuestion.  Did  you  not  hear  of  their  grand  parade  there  in  the  fall  of  1868,  about  the 
time  of  the  presidential  election  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember ;  I  may  have  heard  it ;  if  I  did,  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  You  have  no  recollection  of  having  heard  it  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  their  hanging  some  negroes  in  Tuscnmbia  on  a  bridge 
there? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  that  negroes  were  hung  in  Tuscnmbia. 

Questioin.  By  a  band  of  disguised  men  ? 

Anstcer.  I  tliink  I  heard  that  they  were  hung  by  disguised  men. 

Quetttion,  Where  is  Tuscnmbia  ? 

Atiswer.  In  the  northern  part  of  the  State  ? 

Question,  In  the  northwestern  part  of  the  State,  near  the  Mississippi  and  Tennseseo 
Ime? 

Anncer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  Have  ytm  heard  of  tbe  inveet^^ion  itt  Calhorm  Oonnty,  in  whltfe  it  wa« 
fifaown  that  Kn-Elax  operations  had  tjrerailed  for  several  years  jwrior  to  1870.  and  in 
portions  of  that  year,  in  Calhonn  and  Cherokee  Counties  t 

Aftmver,  The  investigation  at  the  town  of  Paytonat 

QuniioH.  Tes.' 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  that  investigation. 

Qitestkjn,  Did  you  hear  that  that  fiwst  appeared  in  the  ifivestigfttten  f 

Answer.  I  heard  that  there  was  a  statement  by  a  person  who  said  that  he  belonged 
to  that  oi^anization. 

Question.  Did  yon  not  hear  that  it  was  proven  that  t^ese  Kn-Klnx  operations  in  that 
region  extended  over  that  time  f 

Answer.  I  heard  that  this  witness  stated  that  he  had  belonged  to  the  organisation, 
and  that  it  had  existed  dnring  those  years. 

Qaestion.  Did  yon  not  hear  tnat  other  witnesses  were  examined  and  proved  t^e  same 
fiictT 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  heard  that  this  one  witness  did.         ^ 

Qwestion.  This  one  witness  swore  that  he  belonged  to  the  Vrganieation.  Did  net  other 
witnesses  testify  to  the  existence  of  the  organization  t 

Answer.  I  have  never  read  the  proceedings  in  the  case. 

Question.  Were  you  not  satisfied  in  your  own  mind,  from  the  information  yon  got 
from  that  investigation,  that  there  had  been  Kn-Klnx  operations  in  that  region  f 
'  Answer.  I  drew  the  inference  from  that  examination  that  bonds  of  disguised  men 
had  committed  offenses. 

Question.  In  the  form  of  Kn-Khixt 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  in  what  form ;  disguised  men.  I  do  not  know  what  tiie  form 
of  Ku-Klux  is;  I  am  satisfied  that  disguised  men  have  oommitted  offenses  there. 

Question.  Operating  somewhat  in  the  manner  of  Kn-Kluxt 

Answer.  They  operated  with  disguises,  so  far  as  I  know  from  that  investigation. 

Question.  Was  it  not  your  opinion  that  that  is  the  way  Kn^Klux  operated  T 

Answer.  That  is  the  statement  made  by  the  papers.  And  persons  who  commit  of- 
fenses at  night  in  disguise  are  generally  called  Ku-Rlux. 

Question.  Yon  do  not  believe  there  are  any  •such  thing  as  Ku*Klux  anywhere,  or  have 
been  such  at  any  time  f 

Answer,  I  have  stated  that  I  do  not  know  of  any  such  organization  in  o«ir  section  of 
country,  and  I  do  not  believe  th^re  is. 

Question.  Or  anywhere  else  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  state  that. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  opinion  on  that  subject. 

Question.  You  could  not  form  an  opinion  as  to  whether  Ku-Klux  have  existed  in  any* 
State? 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  from  what  I  have  seen  in  the  papers,  and  from  rumors  which 
I  have  heard,  that  bands  of  disguised  men  have  committed  offenses  in  various  parts  of 
the  country. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  the  organization  of  the  Ku-Klnx  f 

Answer.  I  say  I  know  nothing  of  the  organization  of  the  Ku-KIux  in  my  seetkm  or 
anywhere  else. 

Question.  My  question  is,  whether  it  is  or  is  not  your  opinion  that  there  is  anywhere, 
or  has  been  anywhere,  since  the  war,  in  any  of  the  Southern  States,  any  such  organi 
zation  as  the  Ku-Klux  as  an  organization  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  information  that  would  enable  me  to  gij^e  a  correct  opinion  upon 
the  subject,  so  far  as  the  Southern  States  generally  are  concerned.  Only  from  news- 
paper reports  would  I  know  anything. 

Question.  Is  there  any  association  of  planters  in  your  county,  or  in  any  adjoining 
eoonty  that  jrou  know  of  f 

Answer.  There  is  an  agricultural  association  in  our  county. 

Question.  In  what  form  f 

Answer.  In  the  ordinary  form  of  agricultural  associations ;  it  has  its  president,  its 
vice  presidents,  secretaries,  committees,  fair  ground,  &.c. 

Question.  Is  tiiere  any  other  association  of  planters  f 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of ;  I  think  not. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  other  association  of  planters  I 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  at  all  in  my  county. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  association  or  effort  on  the  part  of  planters  to  reg- 
ulate labor  ? 

Answer.  To  regulate  labor  f 

QMSstion.  Yes. 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  not ;  none  at  all. 

QuesUon.  Or  to  regulate  in  any  way,  or  to  affisct  in  any  way,  the  relations  between 
the  colored  tenantry  and  the  owners  of  land  I 
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Answer,  It  has  by  common  consent  among  our  planters  been  desired  and  acted  npon 
that  they  shoold  have  uniform  rates'  of  wa^es  for  laborers,  for  it  is  greatly  desired, 
TYhen  a  person  employs  hands  by  the  year,  tnat  his  neighbors  shall  not  indace  them 
to  leave  his  service  during  that  time ;  and  I  think  our  people  have  generally  conformed 
to  that. 

QueatUm,  How  did  they  reach  that  rule  T 

Anstoer,  By  common  consent ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  heard  of  a  meeting  for  the 
purpose. 

Question.  You  have  never  heard  of  any  meeting  for  that  purpose  T 

Answer,  I  think  none  has  ever  been  held  for  that  purpose ;  I  have  never  heard  of 
any. 

Question,  What  is  the  form  of  the  democratic  organization  in  the  county  T 

Answer,  We  have  what  we  call  a  democratic  council  for  the  county,  and  then  beat 
clubs  in  the  various  precincts.  The  democratic  council  is  supposed  to  be  the  head  of 
the  democratic  party  in  the  county,  the  regular  democratic  organization  that  exists 
throughout  the  country. 

Question,  You  have  a  council,  as  you  call  it,  for  the  county  f 

Answer,  Democratic  council ;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  there  are  sub-councils  for  the  different  beats  T 

Answer,  We  call  them  beat  clubs. 

Question,  When  was  this  organization  formed  f 

Answer.  It  has  always  been  our  form  in  Greene  County  ever  since  the  war,  and  be- 
fore the  war,  I  think.  We  have  a  democratie  executive  committee  or  council,  a  presi- 
dent of  the  council,  who  receives  public  documents  and  distributes  them  in  varibns 
f^arts  of  the  county,  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  elections,  as  all  political  parties  do. 
t  has  existed  there  ever  since  I  have  taken  any  notice  of  politics. 

QuesHon.  How  long  is  that  T    What  is  your  age  T 

Answer.  I  am  thirty-three  years  old. 

Question.  Were  you  there  during  the  war  T 

Answer.  I  had  my  home  there ;  my  family  was  there ;  I  was  in  the  army  my8el£ 

Question,  Were  you  in  the  rebel  army  T 

Answer.  I  was  in  the  confederate  army. 

Question.  As  colouel  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  never  in  politics  beforfe  the  war  f 

Answer.  Very  little. 

Question.  When  was  your  first  knowledge  of  this  organization  of  the  party  f 

Answer.  Especially  during  the  presidential  campaign. 

Question.  The  last  presidential  campaign  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  or  the  election  for  the  constitution ;  we  were  organized  then  not  to 
vote  at  all,  and  we  did  not  vote.  But  in  the  presidential  election  we  organized  in  tbis 
way,  and  our.  people  voted. 

Question.  You  organized  in  the  presidential  election  fully  throughout  the  county, 
and  had  these  clubs  all  over  the  county  T 

.Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  not  possible,  barely  possible,  of  course,  that  these  Ku-Klux  operatiana 
may  have  been  committed  by  these  clubs,  by  bad  boys  or  bad  young  men  who  were 
using  your  club  organization  for  that  purpose  T 

Answer.  I  think  that  is  a  stigma  upon  tne  organization  and  the  democratic  party  in 
our  section  of  the  country ;  I  do  not  think  they  did  it.  There  may  be  bad  men  in  the 
org^anization. 

Question.  Nobody  is  at^buting  it  to  them ;  I  asked  if  it  is  not  barely  possible  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  is-  barely  within  the  range  of  possibility  that  some  men  claim- 
ing to  be  a  democratic  club  may  have  committed  these  ofiEenses. 

Question.  May  they  not  have  associated  themselves  together  in  clubs  and  committed 
these  ofienses  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  never  was  done. 

Question.  Not  to  your  knowledge  T 

Answer.  It  never  was  done  at  all.  I  have  a  pretty  good  knowledge  of  the  opeiatioiiB 
of  the  democratic  clubs  in  my  county,  and  they  never  did  any  such  thing. 

QuesUon.  These  things  are  done  by  somebody  there  f 

Answer.  What  things  T 

Question.  These  operations  by  bands  in  disguise. 

Anstoer.  I  suppose  when  these  acts  are  committed  they  are  committed  by  somebodr; 
but  I  am  satisfaed  that  they  never  have  been  committed  by  any  organisation  <tf  the 
democratic  party. 

Question.  You  think  they  have  not  grown  out  of  it  in  any  way  T 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  I  am  satisfied  of  it.  The  democratic  party,  through  these  dubs, 
have  exerted  themselves  very  hard  to  overthrow  the  republican  party,  and  I  am  veiy 
glad  to  say  to  you  that  in  my  State  we  have  succeeded  in  doing  so. 
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QuetHon.  You  have  been  exceedingly  snccessfol  in  Greene  County  T 

Afmcer,  Tea,  sir ;  we  have  been  quite  succesHful  there. 

Question.  In  1668  the  republicans  of  Greene  County  had  a  majority  of  about  2,000 
over  you  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  last  y^  you  carried  the  county  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  want  to  state,  in  that  connection,  in  regard  to  threats  and  intim- 
idations, or  anything  of  that  description,  if  that  is  the  intimation 

Question.  I  have  not  stated  that  at  all. 

Anstoer,  The  Federal  troops  were  there ;  they  were  stationed  at  the  boxes  of  that 
county,  within  full  view  of  the  polls,  with  their  accouterments  on  and  their  arms 
stacked.  The  day  passed  off  like  a  Sunday ;  there  was  no  disturbance,  no  effort  to  pre- 
vent any  one  from  voting,  and  voting  went  on  quietly  in  full  view  of  the  Federal 
troops. 

Question,  When  was  that  T 

Answer,  On  the  day  of  the  election. 

Question,  What  ^ood  does  it  do  a  man  to  be  protected  on  the  day  of  election,  if  he 
mav  be  shot  the  night  after  the  election  by  bands  in  disguise  T 

Answer,  It  would  not  do  him  a  great  deal  of  good. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuesUon.  A  great  many  of  them  did  vote  who  were  not  killed  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  nobody  has  been  killed  for  voting  that  I  know  of. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Yon  do  not  know  what  they  are  killed  for  T 

Answer.  None  have  been  killed  in  my  county  since  that  election. 

Question,  You  have  no  need  to  kill  any  one  for  political  purposes,  if  yon  have  carried 
the  county  T  ^ 

Answer.  I  suppose  we  would  as  soon  kill  after  we  nad  carried  the  county  as  before,  if 
we  killed  them  for  politics. 

Question.  You  say  that  violent  and  lawless  men  who  killed  on  acconnt  of  politics 
would  be  as  likely  to  kill  when  they  had  won  an  election  as  when  they  had  lost  it  T 

Answer,  I  did  not  say  anything  about  violent  and  lawless  men ;   I  say  our  people 
would  be  Just  as  apt  to  do  so  after  an  election  they  had  carried  as  after  one  they  had* 
lost.    But  I  deny  that  we  would  do  it  at  all. 

Question,  You  say  the  relations  between  the  races  are  very  satisfactory  now  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  never  known  our  people  to  get  along  better  than  they  are 
doing  now  T 

Question,  Are  they  more  satisfactory  in  Greene  County  now  than  they  were  before 
the  war  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  about  the  same. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  mentioned  something  about  Judge  Oliver  claiming  the  right  to  retain 
his  place  as  against  Jud^e  Miller,  who  was  elected  at  the  election  in  1868.  By  what 
tenure  did  Judge  Oliver  hold  his  ofi^ce  as  probate  Judge  f  Had  he  been  elected  or  ap^ 
pointed  f 

Answer,  He  was  elected  by  the  people  to  the  office. 

Question.  At  what  time  ? 

Answer,  I  think  he  was  elected  in  1865,  or  in  the  fall  of  1864 ;  it  was  in  1864  or  1865. 

Question,  Was  he  elected  at  the  election  pursuant  to  the  proclamation  of  President 
Johnson  T  * 

Answer,  I  think  so. 

Question,  Are  you  certain  of  that  T 

Answer.  I  am  not  certain. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  elected  before  the  close  of  the  war  or  after  T 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  positively,  but  my  impression  is  that  he  was  elected  after  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  had  been  elected  before  the  war ;  but  I  think  ho  was  again 
elected  after  the  war.  I  may  be  mistaken  about  that ;  it  may  have  been  during  the 
war. 

Question,  When  Judge  Miller  was  elected  in  pursuance  of  an  election  under  the  recon- 
struction act  he  claimed  the  office ;  and  your  firm  gave  to  Mr.  Oliver  the  opinion  that 
he  was  entitled  to  continue  to  hold  the  office,  though  you  did  not  believe  he  would  be 
permitted  to  hold  it.    Now,  upon  wjiat  ground  did  you  give  that  opinion  f 

Answer.  Our  ground  was  this,that  according  to  law  a  majority  of  the  people  of  that  State, 
in  the  election  of  1868,  must  vote  in  order  to  carry  the  constitution  which  was  then  pro- 
posed to  them.  A  migority  of  thepeople  did  not  vote  at  that  election,and  we  therefore  held 
that  the  constitution  was  not  adopted.  At  the  same  time  that  the  vote  was  taken  upon 
that  oonstitntion  these  various  omcera  were  elected,  the  probate  judge  among  others. 
There  having  been,  in  our  opinion,  no  election  in  accordance  with  thelaw,  no  constitu- 
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tion  having  been  aclopted)  the  ofBcers  who  were  voted  for  could  not  hold  the  posi^ns 
to  which  they  had  been  elected  at  that  election ;  there  was  no  election  which  ib  any 
sense  could  be  considered  a  legal  one,  the  constitution  having  been  defeated.  We 
therefore  gave  to  Judge  Oliver  our  opinion  that  as  he  was  the  incumbent  of  the  offiice, 
the  judge  defactOy  if  not  the  judge  dejurCy  he  could,  according  to  the  law,  hold  over, 

Question.  That  was  the  view  you  expressfMl  to  him,  and  in  pursuance  of  that  he 
claimed  to  hold  the  office  t 

Anaioer.  Yes,  sir;  we  told  him  at  the  same  time,  hpwever,  that  we  had  no  qnestloii  of 
the  fact  that  he  would  be  compelled  to  give  up  his  office. 

Question.  Is  that  the  same  view  you  have  inculcated  before  your  people  in  reference 
to  the  existing  StAte  government  f 

Answer,  The  present  government  T 
•  Question,  Yes. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  at  all.    Our  people  are  obedient  to  the  law. 

Question.  I  understand  you  are  obeying  it  at  present ;  but  your  view  is  that  the  peo- 
ple obey  because  they  cannot  help  it  ?      * 

Answer,  No,  sir;  we  advise  our  people  to  submit  to  the  government  as  it  existed. 
Wo  have  never  believed  that,  according  to  law  and  fact,  the  present  State  gOTemmeBt 
was  properly  and  legally  organized. 

Question,  Yon  have  inculcated  that  opinion  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  inculcate  the  opinion  of  submission  to  it. 

Question,  You  iuculciited  obedience.  But  you  say  that  the  government  was  not 
legally  organized  f 

Answer.  We  did  not  inculcat'^  any  particular  view  on  that  subject ;  that  is  the  gen- 
eral opinion  of  the  bar. 

Question,  Judge  Miller,  then,  did  assume  the  office,  and  discharged  the  functioofl  of 
judge  of  probate  in  the  community  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

^^fton.  iJutil  when  T  * 

Answei'.  I  do  not  remember  exactly ;  I  think  until  the  beginning  of  1870. 

Q;uesiion,  Was  his  successor  elected,  or  did  Judge  Miller  resign,  and  his  sucoessoir  was 
appointed? 

Answer,  His  successor  was  appointed. 

Question,  How  did  Miller  go  out  f 

Antncer.  He  resi'^ned. 

Queotion.  Ou  .v..,.l  .^  or.tjd  ? 

Answer,  Ho  was  appointed  collector  of  the  port  of  Mobile. 

Question.  He  held  the  office  until  that  appointment  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Who  was  appointed  in  his  place  T 

Answer,  A.  R.  Davis. 

Qtusstion.  Is  he  the  judge  there  now  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  any  threats  been  made  against  him  t 

Anstver.  None  that  I  have  heard  of. 

Question,  Where  you  in  Eutaw  on  the  day  that  Mr.  Burton,  who  was  a  candidate  Car 
lieutenant  governor,  was  assaulted  there  ? 

Aiiswer,  No,  sir ;  that  was  the  same  day  that  Judge  Miller  was  assaulted ;  I  was  not 
there ;  I  was  attending  court  in  an  adjoining  county. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  trial  of  the  person  who  committed  that  assault  on  Mr. 
Burton? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Was  he  arrested  ? 

Anstver.  I  think  he  was  arrested ;  I  understood  he  was. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  term  of  the  court  since  then,  and  haa  there  been  any 
proceeding  against  him  ? 

Ansu^er,  The  court  has  met  since  that  time,  and  the  grand  jury  has  assembled.  The 
capias  had  not  been  issued  when  I  left  home;  I  do  not  know  whether  there  is  an  indict- 
ment against  him  or  not ;  I  think  there  is. 

Question.  You  made  a  remark  in  reference  to  Mr.  Hays,  that  even  the  negroes  were 
unwilling  to  associate  with  men  like  him,  and  were  leaving  the  republican  party  and 
associating  with  decent  people. 

Anmcer,  I  did  not  say  that  Mr.  Hays  was  not  a  decent  man.  But  the  white  people 
who  generally  belong  to  that  party  there  are  of  that  class  that  the  people  desire  to  be 
separated  from. 

Question.  Is  that  the  mode  in  which  the  republican  party  is  spoken  of  by  gentlemen 
of  the  democratic  party  (I  understand  you  are  one  of  them)  in  the  presence  of  their 
mlhereuts  there,  and  at  public  meetings ;  that  it  is  composed  entirely  of  men  who 
entitled  to  no  respect? 

Answer,  Unquestionably  the  class  of  men 
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Questunu  I  am  oot  speakiDg  of  the  fact,  but  whether  yoa  epeak  of  them  in  that  vrshj, 

Atmcer,  If  we  speak  of  them  at  all  we  speak  of  them  as  men  without  character,  as  a 
general  rule.  It  is  generally  trne  in  our  section  of  country  that  the  class  of  persons 
who  belong  to  the  republican  party — I  allude  to  the  leaders  there  and  the  white  people 
generally  who  belong  to  that  party  down  there — are  of  a  low  class  of  people,  and  not 
of  the  class  of  persons  generally  respected  by  our  citizens. 

Qu^tian,  Do  you  not  think  that  that  mode  of  expression  in  public,  before  men  of  the 
class  of  this  man  Reynolds,  for  instance,  is  calculated  to  encourage  violence  against  the 
republican  party  T  V 

Answer.  I  think  if  a  speaker  understands  his  business  he  ought  to  make  his  speech 
BO  as  to  attack  the  principles  of  the  party,  and  if  he  attempts  to  make  use  of  any  ex- 
pression as  an  illustration,  I  think  he  has  a  right  to  do  it. 

Question,  I  am  not  discussing  the  right  of  speech ;  but  the  effect  of  that  tone  of 
speaking  in  reference  to  the  whole  party. 

Answer,  The  effect  has  not  been  there  to  excite  them  against  the  republican  party 
any  more  than  was  done  by  the  fact  of  such  a  class  of  people  having  been  engaged  in 
carrying  it  on  in  our  county.  They  could  not  be  outraged  and  offended  to  any  greater 
extent  than  by  those  facts. 

Question.  You  have  stated  the  fact  that  Hays  is  a  decent,  respectable  man.  Is  there 
anything  urged  against  him  there  as  making  him  obnoxious  except  his  connection  with 
the  republican  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  While  Mr.  Hays  has  lived  in  respectable  society,  he  is  not  consid- 
ered a  man  who  has  a  very  great  regard,  a  very  high  regard,  for  veracity.  That  is  one 
thing.  It  is  thought  by  our  people  that  he  has  advised  the  negroes  there  to  do  things 
that  were  very  wrong  and  very  bad. 

QuestioH.  That  has  arisen  out  of  his  political  connection  with  the  negroes  T 

Answer.  He  has  used  his  political  position,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  ^ve  mem  bad  advice. 
All  our  people  generally  th'ink  he  has  given  them  very  bad  advice,  and  that  much  of 
the  trouble  that  has  come  upon  us,  in  the  way  of  labor,  has  grown  out  of  the  advice 
Mr.  Hays  has  given,  and  ho  has  become  very  unpopular  on  that  account. 

QHettion.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  any  white  man  associating  himself  with  the  repub- 
lican party,  and  advocating  their  doctrines  there,  is  spoken  of  in  just  the  tone  you 
used  here  in  characterizing  the  republican  party,  before  your  attention  was  called  to 
itt 

Answer.  We  do  not  like  them. 

Question.  And  you  take  that  mode  of  expressing  your  dislike  T 

Answer.  Wo  do  not  admire  them  ;  wo  think  our  own  people  who  go  into  that  matter 
go  into  it  for  office  or  plunder,  or  something  of  that  sort,  and  we  cannot  haye  any 
great  regard  for  them. 

Question.  You  have  never  been  a  member  of  the  Union  League  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  no  doubt  of  its  existence  T 

Answe/.  From  information,  I  think  it  existed.  I  did  not  have  any  knowledge  of  it 
at  alL  « 

Question.  On  what  facts  did  you  base  your  belief  of  its  existence  T 

Answer.  From  general  rumor  and  statements  made  by  colored  people  that  they  be- 
longed to  Union  Leagues. 

Q^uestion.  You  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  a  political  organization  f 

Answer.  I  think  so,  from  what  tl\ey  stated. 

Question.  What  evidence  have  you  to  satisfy  you  that  they  ever  countenanced  any 
violence,  as  an  organization  T 

Answer.  Only  one  instance  I  know  of  that  happened.  lean  give  one  instance;  I 
have  heard  of  them  frequently. 

Question.  What  was  that  instance  T 

Answer.  There  was  a  democratic  colored  man  in  the  neighborhood  of  Clinton,  Greene 
County,  who,  it  was  stated,  was  severely  whipped  by  some  of  his  colored  Mends  be- 
cause he  voted  the  democratic  ticket.    I  did  not  see  it  myself. 

Question.  Who  told  you  that ;  the  colored  man  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  "various  persons  told  me ;  white  people  told  me. 

Question.  You  have  it  upon  rumor  that  that  was  done  f 

Answer.  Upon  statements  of  other  persons. 

Question.  Then,  upon  that  one  fact  stated  to  you,  which  you  believe,  you  draw  the 
conclusion  tliat  the  Union  League,  as  an  organization,  countenanced  violence  f 

Answer.  I  say  I  am  satisfied  they  encouraged  it  frequently,  and  pretty  generally  prior 
to  elections,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  negroes  in  the  ranks. 

Question.  Now,  do  you  not  consider  the  sworn  testimony  of  this  one  man,  who  be- 
longed to  the  Ku-Klux  organization,  as  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  existence  of  an 
organization  of  that  character,  as  the  statements  and  rumors  you  have  heard  about 
the  existence  of  the  Union  leag&es? 

Answer.  The  one  statement  of  a  man  with  regard  to  the  Eu-Klux  is  not  bo  general  as 
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the  statements  and  mmors  I  have  been  speaking  of  in  regard  to  the  Union  Lea^e.  If 
I  believed  that  man's  testimony,  I  would  be  satisfied  there  is  a  Kn-Klnx  organizatioB. 
But  from  being  well  acquaint^  with  my  people,  and  in  my  section  of  the  State 

Question,  Do  yon  believe  his  testimony  7 

Answer,  So  far  as  relates  to  my  part  of  the  State,  I  do  not. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  read  it  f 

Answer,  1  have  not. 

Question.  You  say,  then,  that  yon  do  not  believe  it  to  be  tme  f 

Anstper,  I  8&^  that,  so  far  as  our  section  of  the  State  is  concerned,  I  do  not  believe 
such  an  organization  has  ever  existed,  or  does  now  exist. 

Question,  Were  you  ever  approached  and  asked  to  Join  any  secret,  political  organixir 
tiou  in  the  State  of  Alabama  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  w^s.  I  have  opposed  secret  organizations  of  eveiy  descrip- 
tion, except  the  Masonic  order. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  organization  known  as  the  White  Brotherhood  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  the  Invisible  Empire  T 

Anstver,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Or  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  that. 

Question.  Or  the  Knights  of  the  White  Camelia  f 

Answer,  I  have  heard  the  name  of  the  Knighte  of  the  White  Camelia. 

Question.  Did  any  one  ever  speak  to  you  on  the  subject  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Where  did  yon  hear  the  name  T 

Answer.  I  think  I  have  seen  it  in  the  newspapers. 

Question.  Was  there  such  an  organization  as  that  in  the  sonthem  "part  of  the  United 
States  T 

Ansxcer.  I  have  heard  throngh  newspapers  that  in  Louisiana  such  an  organizatioii 
existed ;  I  think  it  was  an  organization  of  that  name. 

Question.  Did  they  ride  in  the  same  manner  as  what  are  called  En-Elax  are  said  to 
ridet 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  did  or  not. 

Question.  You  did  not  follow  that  out  f 

Answer.  I  only  know  that  it  was  said  such  an' organization  did  exist  in  the  Stale  d 
Louisiana. 

Question.  Ton  have  no  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  any  secret,  political  orgaain* 
tion  whatever  in  the  State  of  Alabama  T 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Were  not  the  persons  who  composed  the  republican  meeting  in  Eutaw,  st 
least  a  minority  of  tbem,  assembled  in  the  court-house  before  yon  organized  your  meet- 
ing on  the  opposite  side  of  the  court-house  T 

Answer.  I  think  a  great  many  of  them  were  abont  the  conrt-honse  T 

Question.  Was  not  a  majority  of  them  there  waiting  for  the  organization  of  tbe 
meeting  f 

Answer.  There  were  a  great  many  there  listening  to  our  speakers  while  we  weo 
speaking.  They  were  about  town  generally,  and  perhaps  a  number  of  them  were  m 
the  court-house  yard. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  shooting  of  a  man  of  the  name  of  Pierce 

Answer.  He  was  shot  at. 

Question.  From  what  part  of  the  crowd  did  that  shot  come  f 

Ansirer.  Mr.  Pierce  was  speaking  to  Governor  Parsons  who  had  been  addressing  the 
republican  meeting  ;  he  was  shot  from  the  rear,  from  behind  him. 

Question.  Was  it  while  Parsons  was  speaking  T 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  Just  aft^r  he  had  concluded  and  about  the  time  Hays  had  got  npoo 
the  stand. 

Question.  How  near  was  he  to  Mr.  Parsons  f 

Anmcer.  Two  or  three  feet  off,  I  suppose ;  I  do  not  know  the  exact  distance. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  man  who  shot  at  him  T 

Answer.  I  saw  the  smoke  of  the  pistol;  I  did  not  see  the  man. 

Question.  How  close  was  he  to  wnere  Pierce  stood  T 

Anbtcer.  It  was  in  front  of  the  main  entrance  of  the  "court-house;  Mr.  Pierce  stood  it 
the  wiudow  of  the  ofiQce  of  the  circuit  clerk,  perhaps  some  eight  or  ten  feet  irom  tber& 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Pierce  at  the  window,  outside  T 

Ansu^er.  Right  at  the  window,  ontside. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 
Question.  Was  the  man  who  shot  close  to  the  court-house,  or  out  from  it  t 
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Arunoer,  Peipaps  the  same  distance  from  the  court-house  as  from  Mr.  Pierce,  eight  or 
ten  feet. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Questioti,  I  wish  to  ask  you  whether  or  not  prior  to  the  war,  when  there  were  con- 
tests between  the  whig  and  democratic  parties,  there  was  not  quite  as  much  violence 
and  disturbance  at  political  meetings  as  there  is  now  in  Alabama  T 

An8tver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  known  meeting  to  be  broken  up  before  the  war  by  excite- 
ments of  that  sort.  I  do  not  know  that  1  have  ever  known  any  fighting  or  shooting 
grow  out  of  the  meetings ;  but  I  have  known  meetings  to  be  broken  up  by  these  politi- 
cal excitements. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Qumti(m.  In  regard  to  Judge  Smith's  right  to  his  office,  was  he  elected  in  February, 
1868? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Some  three  months  before  Congress  even  recognized  the  constitution  of 
Alabama  as  valid  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  on j^ht  to  have  stated  that  additional  £Etct ;  it  was  before  Congress 
recognized  the  constitution  of  Alabama. 

Question,  Did  or  not  even  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  itself  refuse  to  ratify  that 
constitution,  upon  full  proof  being  made  that  a  migority  of  the  registered  votes  had 
not  been  cast  for  and  against  it  at  that  election  T 

Answer,  I  think  it  did. 

Question.  And  Congress  allowed  you  to  remain  under  military  government  from  Feb- 
mary  until  June,  until  you  were  admitted  by  the  passage  of  the  omnibus  bill  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  it  or  not  in  consequence  of  your  having  defeated  the  constitutioB,  and 
the  officers  elected  under  it  having  fallen,  in  strict  accordance  with  the  reconstruction 
law,  that  you  advised  the  incumtSnt  that  his  position  was  good  as  against  an  outsider  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  not  remember  the  fact  that  even  Mr.  Stevens  himself,  the  chairman 
of  the  Reconstruction  Committee,  or  Judge  Poland  here,  had  the  constitution  of  Ala- 
bama recommitted  to  that  committee  upon  the  ground  that  you  had  defeated  it,  and 
you  so  remained  for  three  months  T 

Answer,  I  recollect  it  was  so  recommitted  to  the  committee. 

Question,  Therefore,  was  it  not  the  opinion  of  all  you  lawyers,  as  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  legal  profession  generally  throughout  the  State,  that  that  was  Uie  correct  posi- 
tiouf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 

Question,  When  was  it  that  Miller  took  possession  of  the  office  t 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  in  June,  1868. 

Question,  Before  or  after  the  omnibus  bill  was  passed  T 

Anstcer,  I  think  it  was  before ;  I  do  not  remember  positively  about  it.  The  proposed 
contest  by  Judge  Oliver,  and  the  opinion  which  we  gave  him,  were  along  between  the 
election  and  the  time  when  Judge  Miller  took  his  office.  I  do  not  remember  the  exact 
date  of  his  takiug  possession  of  the  office. 

By  Mr.  Beck- 

Question,  Before  the  omnibus  bill  was  passed  t 

Aiiswer,  Yes,  sir ;  my  recollection  is  that  it  was. 

Question,  You  have  been  further  asked  whether  or  not  your  acquiescence  in  the  con- 
stitution imposed  upon  you  by  the  omnibus  bill  was  not  rather  an  acquiescence  than  a 
cordial  consent.  Has  it  not  been  the  opinion  of  all  the  men  of  Alabama  that  that  om- 
nibus bill,  by  which  the  constitution  was  imposed  upon  you  after  you  had  defeated  it — 
Congress  itself  having  admitted  that  you  had  defeated  it  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
reconstruction  laws — was  it  not  regarded  by  you  all  as  an  outrage  upon  the  part  of 
Congress  T 

Answer,  It  has  been ;  yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  anybody,  republican  or  democrat,  volunteer  the  opinion 
that  Congress  was  warranted,  even  under  its  own  reconstruction  acts,  in  imposing 
a  constitution  upon  Alabama  after  you  had  defeated  it  in  strict  accordance  with  their 
own  orders  t 

Answer,  I  have  never  heard  anybody  say  it  was  right. 

Question,  State  whether  or  not  the  effect  of  imposing  men  upon  vou  as  officers,  mem* 
hers  of  the  legislature,  county  officers,  &c.,  after  they  nad  been  defeated  at  the  polls  by 
the  refusal  of  the  democratic  party  to  vote  or  to  run  officers,  was  not  to  put  in,  in  a  great 
majority  of  cases,  men  unknown  to  you,  and  who  had  no  interest  with  you,  except  to 
obtain  office  t 
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Ansicer,  Yes,  sir;  mostly  incompetent  men. 

Qnesiion.  Is  not  that  the  class  of  men  T^ho  have  held  office  until  the  late  election  f 

Aneirer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  not  those  men  hold  all  the  offices  in  very  many  of  the  coanties,  whore, 
if  a  vote  had  been  taken,  democrats  certainly  would  have  been  elected? 

Aimrer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  satisfied  that  is  the  fact. 

Question,  And  therefore  the  imposition  npon  you  of  that  constitution,  and  of  officers 
who  tvere  fairly  defeated,  who  would  not  have  been  elected  if  the  full  vote  had  been 
cast,  create<l  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  and  feeling  against  the  action  of  Congress  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  great  deal  of  discontent  and  dissatisfaction. 

Question.  And  you  say  that  you  never  heard  a  republican  say  that  that  constitatioa 
was  properly  imposed  upon  you  f 

An8wei\  I  never  heard  any  one  contend  for  one  moment  that  it  was  properly  inipoeed 
tlpon  us.  • 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  cLaimed  the  right,  by  staying  away  from  the  polls,  to  prevent  tho 
organization  of  any  State  government,  as  long  as  the  government  was  not  what  yoa 
wished  f 

Anstcer.  We  claimed  the  right  to  do  so  then,  and  we  did  so. 

Question.  You  claimed  the  right  to  defeat  any  organization  of  a  State  govammentf 

Anstcer.  We  claimed  the  right  to  defeat  that  constitution  by  any  legal  means. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  And  you  thought  you  saw  the  legal  means  to  do  sot 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  :  / 

Question.  Do  you  believe  yon  could  have  defeated  it  by  going  fo  tfa^ polls  and  rotingf 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  that  would  have  been. 

Question.  Was  not  a  larger  vote  given  for  it  than  has  since  been  given  for  any  tieke^ 
run  by  either  party  in  Alabama  T 
Answer.  I  think  there  was. 

By  Mr.  CopuRN : 

Question.  Did  I  understand  yon  rightly  to  say  that  the  most  intelligent  negroes  have 
gone  over  to  the  democratic  party  T 

Ansirer,  A  large  number  of  them  have.   . 

Question.  How  many  T 

Ansicer.  I  cannot  tell,  except  from  the  vote  that  was  cast  in  the  last  election.  They 
seem  to  be  about  equally  divided  on  the  subject  in  our  county — not  so  much  as  that 
perhaps,  but  a  large  number  of  negroes  voted  with  us ;  I  cannot  t-ell  exactly  how  many. 

Question.  You  know  that  a  large  number  of  negroes  voted  the  democratic  ticket  t 
.  Answer.  As  a  matter  of  course  they  must  have  done  so,  or  the  election  could  not  hav* 
gone  democratic  in  the  county. 

Question.  How  mahy  have  you  heard  say  they  voted  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  remember  the  number ;  I  have  heard  a  great  many  say  so. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  this  was  occasioned  by  the  distmBt  of  the 
negroes  of  the  republicans,  on  account  of  certain  promises  f 

Answer.  They  lost  faith  in  their  leaders ;  I  thiuK  that  had  something  to  do  with  it. 

Question,  Do'you  think  the  negroes  believed  those  promises  which  you  say  were  ni^dtt 
to  them  f 

Answer.  I  think  many  of  them  did  for  a  great  while;  I  do  not  think  they  do  now. 

Question.  What  ne^oes  believed  these  tales  T 

Ansioer  A  large  majority  of  them. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  most  intelligent  nep-oes  believed  them  f 

Answer.  Well,  a  short  time  after  the  organization  of  these  leagues  I  am  satisfled  the 
negroes  began  to  learn  better  and  did  not  believe  them. 

Question.  You  are  willing  now  to  swear  that  a  large  majority  of  negroes  turned  over 
to  the  democratic  party  for  that  reason  T 

Answer.  I  am  willing  to  swear  that  the  county  of  Greene  went  democratic  at  the  last 
election,  and  it  could  not  have  done  so  without  a  great  number  of  negroes  voting  the 
dtMuocratic  ticket.  I  am  satisfied  they  voted  that  ticket,  and  am  willing  to  swear  that 
they  did.. 

Question.  Are  the  democrats  there  in  favor  of  negro  suffrage? 

Ansicer.  We  consider  that  a  settled  question  now. 

Question.  Do  they  tell  the  negroes  they  are  in  favor  of  negro  suffrage  t 

Answer.  They  tell  them  that  they  have  a  right  to  vote. 

Question.  They  know  that  without  being  told  by  the  democrats. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  been  Informed  of  that  some  time  ago. 
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Question.  I  want  to  know  if  yon  Bay  it  is  severe  discipline  and  terror  tliat  keeps  th« 
negroes  in  the  republican  party  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  did  np  to  a  yexir  or  two  ago ;  I  think  their  discipline  is  not  so  rigid 
now  and  the  negroes  are  becoming  more  divided  in  their  political  views  thah  they  were. 

Question.  Yon  think,  then,  that  the  negroes  would  naturally  go  with  the  democratic 
party,  except  for  terror  and  intimidation  t 

Answer.  I  think  if  the  negroes  were  let  alone  and  left  free  to  exercise  their  own 
choice  and  to  act  accordiug  to  their  interest  and  feeling  they  would  act  with  the  jvhite 
people  they  have  lived  with  ;  that  is  what  I  think.  I  thiuk  they  have  more  contidcnce 
ux  them  and  more  respect  for  them. 

QvsstUm.  Yon  think  the  negroes  have  more  confidence  in  the  democrats  than  in  the 
republicans  f 

Anstcer.  More  confidence  in  those  persons  with  whom  they  have  lived. 

Question.  Confidence  in  them  as  politicians? 

Answer.  I  mean  as  men,  and  I  think  they  are  Jrapidly  getting  to  have  confidence  in 
them  politically. 

Question.  I  would  like  to  have  another  opinion  from  you.  Do  you  believe  the  negroes 
have  any  idea  that  any  of  the  democrats  have  organized  as  Ku-lUux  for  the  purpose  of 
intimidating  them  and  to  keep  them  from  voting  the  republican  ticket? 

Ansicer.'  I  think  some  of  them  have. 

Question.  How  large  a  body  of  them  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  cannot  tell.  I  have  never  had  a  great  deal  of  conversa- 
tion with  them  on  that  subject.  I  think,  though,  they  have  some  idea  of  the  exidteuco 
of  such  things. 

Question.  You  think  a  few  of  them  have  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  how  many  ;  I  thiuk  the  negroes  have  an  idea  of  that  sort. 

Question.  A  wonl  or  t\vo  about  Mtyor  Hays.  You  say  the  democrats  have  a  great 
contempt  for  Major  Hays — men  who  have  been  in  the  rebellion  ;  do  they  know  that 
Major  Hays  hs^  advocjited  general  amnesty  for  them  here  on  the  floor  of  Congress  ? 

Attsirer.  They  have  understood  so ;  they  have  heard  that  he  did  so  during  the  last 
session  of  Congre.ss. 

Question.  But  still  they  entertain  these  feelings  of  bitter  hostility  toward  him? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  Hays  is  perfectly  safe  at  home;  our  people  do  not  wish  to  hurt 
him ;  I  mean  to  say  that  they  have  not  a  great  deal  of  respect  for  him  and  confidence 
in  him. 

Question.  I  want  to  know  if  I  understood  yon  correctly  as  saying  that  they  enter- 
tain bitter  hostility  toward  Major  Hays? 

Answi'r.  I  do  not  fhink  I  said  "bitter  hostility;"  they  have  a  great  contempt  for 
him,  I  think.  In  other  words,  they  consider  him  not  a  man  of  much  capacity  ;  a  man 
who  has  floated  to  the  surface  by  the  mere  force  of  circumstances,  and  a  man  iu  Avhora 
they  have  very  little  confidence,  as  a  general  thing.  That  is  the  way  our  people  regard 
him.  * 

Question.  Is  ho  not  a  respectable  planter  there  ? 

Ausiver.  He  is  a  planter  there;  ho  used  to  be  a  large  planter;  but  at  this  time  I  think 
he  owns  no  property  in  his  own  name  at  all.  • 

Question.  Hail  he  "a  respectable  standing  in  the  confederate  army  ? 

Ansictr.  I  do  not  know  really  that  he  had  much  standing  of  any  sort  in  the  confed- 
erate army ;  I  never  heard  of  Mfyor  Hays  in  the  confederate  army  except  about  Eutaw ; 
I  never  heard  of  his  doing  any  fighting. 

Question.  Did  he  •ot  lose  his  resiKJctability  in  your  community  just  about  the  time 
he joineti  the  republican  party? 

Answer.  He  never  had  any  very  decided  character  in  our  community  at  all ;  he  was 
of  respectable  parentage  and  moved  in  respectable  circles ;  he  was  considered  a  respect- 
able man  ;  but  his  conduct  in  reference  to  the  advice  he  has  given  to  the  negroes  has 
been  such  that  our  people  think  he  has  brought  *about  much  trouble  in  the  community, 
and  for  that  reason  he  has  lost  their  confidence  and  respect. 

Question.  Do  the  negroes  generally  go  to  him  for  advice  ? 

Answer.  They  used  to ;  they  have  quitted  it  to  a  great  extent  now. 

(luestiott.  To  whom  do  they  go  ? 

Ansicer.  They  l^ake  their  oWn  counsel  to  a  great  extent. 

Question.  Do  they  go  to  the  democrats  now  ? 

Answer.  Sometimes  they  do,  and  whenever  they  do  they  generally  get  good  advice. 

By  Mr.  Stevi-inson  : 

Question.  Did  not  Major  Hays  get  his  title  of  mi^jor  in  the  rebel  army  ? 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  that  M^or  Hays  never  received  a  commission  as  major  in  the 
ccmfederate  army. 

Question.  What  commission  had  he  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  had  any.  He  was  quartermaster  in  his  brother-in-law's 
regiment ;  I  do  not  thiuk  ho  ever  remained  there  long.    I  think  I  have  heard  M(yor 
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Hays  state  bimself  that  be  never  did  receive  a  commission  from  the  confederate  go'v- 
emmont.  I  think  that  statement  is  contained  in  the  application  which  he  mB&  to 
this  Government  for  i>ardon. 

Qttefition,  Do  you  not  think  that  the  Entaw  riot  had  some  effect  npon  the  election  f 

Ansirer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  did. 

Queation,  What  effect  t 

Anstcer,  To  lose  votes  for  the  democratic  party. 

Question.  Yon  think,  then,  that  the  firing  by  democrats  of  volleys  of  pistols  at  & 
crowd  of  negroes,  and  the  wounding  of  fifteen  or  twenty  of  them,  would  aid  the  repnb- 
lican  party  f 

Answer,  1  think  it  embittered  the  minds  of  many  colored  people  who  were  otberwiae 
inclined  to  vote  with  the  democratic  party ;  I  think  it  inclmed  them  to  hostility  and 
bitterness  against  the  democrats. 

Question,  Do  you  think  it  might  not  have  made  them  afraid  of  the  democrats  f 

Anstcer.  Possibly  it  might  have  done  so,  I  do  not  know ;  they  went  to  the  polls  pretty 
generally  and  voted. 

Question,  There  were  three  or  four  hundred  who  did  not  go  to  the  polls,  for  there  waa 
a  falling  off  in  the  aggregate  vote  of  the  county  f 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  There  were  several  hundreds  of  votes  less  than  in  1868  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  how  many. 

Qu^tion.  Whatever  falling  off  there  was,  do  you  think  it  was  traceable  in  any  degree 
to  that  riot  t 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Question.  You  think,  then,  the  only  effect  of  that  riot  was  to  injure  the  demooiatie 
party! 

Answer.  I  think  so.  I  have  so  stated  to  our  people,  and  have  spoken  of  it  regre^illy 
on  that  account. 

Question.  Suppose  that  instead  of  the  democrats  routing  the  negroes,  the  negroes  had 
routed  the  democrats;  suppose  the  riot  had  just  reversed  itsSf;.  what  would  have 
been  the  effect  then  t 

Answer.  It  would  have  outraged  the  white  people  to  a  very  great  extent. 

Question.  What  political  effect  would  it  have  had  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  it  would  have  changed  a  single  vote  atiy  way ;  the  white 
people  would  have  voted  together  just  as  they  did. 

Question.  How  many  pistols  were  fired  f 

Answer.  A  great  number.    I  do  not  know  how  many. 

Qtiestion .  How  many  do  you  suppose  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  several  shots,  I  could  not  state  how  many ;  I  have  no  idea  as  to  tba 
number. 

Question,  How  many  pistols  did  you  see  there  f 

Answer.  I  saw  numbers  of  persons  have  pistols. 

Question.  About  how  many  T 

Answer.  Eight,  or  ten,  or  fifteen  during  the  entire  mel^. 

Question.  Where  were  you  at  first  f 

Anstcer.  I  was  in  the  circuit  clerk's  office  in  the  court-house. 

Question.  Did  you  go  outside  f 

Answer.  I  went  back  through  the  court-house  and  went  out  as  far  as  the  west  q^iening 
of  the  court-house  square  with  Grovemor  Parsons  on  his  way  to  the  hotel. 

Question.  You  did  not  see  the  main  part  of  the  riot  f  # 

Anstcer.  I  did  not ;.  in  the  first  place  I  was  in  the  clerk's  office,  and  then  I  went  oat 
the  other  way,  and  came  out  at  the  west  opening  of  the  court-house  square,  to  which 
point  I  went  with  Qovemor  Parsons. 

Question,  You  were  not  in  as  gopd  a  i>osition  to  see  the  riot  as  Senator  Warner,  lor 
instance  f 

Answer.  He  left  there  about  the  same  time  I  did. 

Question,  He  was  outside  of  the  window  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  I  was  inside,  and  all  I  saw  of  it  I  saw  through  the  window. 

Question,  And  looking  through  the  window,  you  saw  ten  or  fifteen  pistols  fired  t 

Anstcer,  I  saw  eight  or  ten. 

Qtiestion,  What  were  they,  revolvers  T 

Anstcer,  They  seemed  to  be. 

Question,  Were  they  fired  more  than  once  T 

Anstcer,  I  could  not  tell  whether  any  one  pistol  was  fired  more  than  once  or  not. 

Question.  How  many  shots  did  you  &ear  fired  T 

Answer.  I  suppose  I  heard  twenty-five,  or  fifty,  or  sixty,  or  seventy,  perhaps;  I  can- 
not give  a  definite  idea  about  the  number,  for  pistols  were  popping  all  aroond  tbs 
house. 

Question,  They  were  popping  from  both  comers  of  the  court-house  t 

Answer,  From  that  neighborhood,  and  from  the  negroes — all  shooting  geneiallj. 
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Que^Um,  A  sort  of  ^neral  engagement  f 

Answer,  After  tbe  difficulty  commenced,  yes,  sir. 

QwiUfm,  You  think  you  may  have  heard  as  high  as  seventy  shots  t 

Anmoer,  I  think  so ;  1  cannot  telL 

Question,  What  effect  had  the  first  volley  by  the  whites  upon  the  negroes ;  what  did 
they  do  f 

Answer,  They  broke. 

Question,  They  rushed  over  the  fences — stampeded,  as  yon  call  it  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  they  stampeded  for  a  short  distance  and  then  rallied. 

Question,  When  they  came  to  the  soldiers  they  rallied  f 

Answer,  There  were  no  soldiers  there. 

Qtiestion,  Were  they  not  met  by  .the  soldiers  T 

Answer,  The  soldiers  had  not  come  over  there  from  the  place  where  they  were  sta* 
tioned. 

Question.  The  first  effect  of  the  firing  was  a  stampede  T 

Answer,  That  was  the  first  effect — the  immediate  effect. 


JOHN  G.  PIEBCE  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chajaman  : 
Question,  Where  do  yon  reside  t 
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Answer.  In  Entaw,  Greene  County,  Alabama. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  f 

Answer.  Ever  since  it  was  a  town ;  probably  about  twenty  years.    I  was  a  boy  there 

Question,  What  is  your  occupation  T 

Answer.  I  am  an  attorney  at  law,  a  practicing  lawyer,  there. 

Question,  Do  you  practice  in  that  county  alone,  or  m  the  circuit  T 

Anw^er.  I  do  not  practice  all  through  the  circuit ;  I  practice  in  Greene,  Tuscaloosa^ 
Pickens,  Bnmter,  and  sometimes  in  Marengo. 

Question,  From  your  observation  and  travel  on  the  circuit,  and  your  knowledge  as  a 
practicing  lawyer,  what  can  you  say  as  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  in  that  portion  of 
the  State  with  which  your  practice  may  have  made  you  familiar,  and  as  to  the  security 
of  life,  person,  and' property  there  T 

Answer.  From  what  I  know  about  it,  (and  I  think  I  have  enough  opportunity,  as  good 
an  opportunity  as  anybody  else,  of  knowing  the  condition  of  that  people,)  the  laws  at 
this  time  in  that  circuit  can  be  executed,  and  are  being  executed.  There  is  no  dis]^ 
sition  in  that  circuit  to  evade  the  law  in  any  way,  to  avoid  bringing  to  trial  culprits 
or  to  screen  culprits  in  any  way,  that  I  know  of. 

Qnestion.  Can  the  civil  rights  of  individualB  be  secured  through  the  medium  of  civil 
suits  in  the  courts  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  they  can.  Suits  are  bronght  there  constantly  in  all  that 
circuit.  The  courts  are  open;  the  jude<^  and  Jurors  all  seem  disposed  to  administer 
the  law  so  fiir  as  they  are  able :  and  I  tnink  they  are  able  to  do  it. 

Question,  Is  there  any  obstacle  in  your  courts,  so  £Gur  as  you  are  aware,  to  the  admin- 
istration of  justice  against  criminal  offenders  f 

Answer.  "NOf  sir ;  none.  Criminals  are  tried  at  every  court— convicted  or  cleared  at 
every  court. 

Question.  In  the  part  of  the  State  with  which  ^on  are  acquainted  are  there  any  or- 
ganizations,  of  which  you  have  any  knowledge,  either  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of 
persons  by  violence,  or  to  obstruct  the  administration  of  Justice  in  any  manner  f 

Answer.  "So,  sir ;  none  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  Have  yon  any  knowledge  of  any  organization  existing  in  that  State  which 
has  inflicted  violence  upon  citizens  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not.  I  know  of  no  organization  that  is  inflicting  any  vio- 
lence on  citizens. 

Question,  Were  yon  in  Entaw  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Boyd  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was. 

Question.  How  was  his  death  bronght  about  t 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  can  only  tell  what  I  understood.  Mr.  Boyd  was  murdered  on 
the  public  square,  at  t%e  tavern.  I  live  about  half  a  mile  from  the  public  square.  I 
saw  him  next  morning.  I  went  up  town  the  next  morning  after,  and  he  was  laid  oat. 
I  saw  shot-holes  in  his  forehead,  and  know  from  what  I  heard  that  he  was  killed  by  a 
band  of  disguised  men. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 
(iuesiion,  Shot-hoies  or  bnllet-holes  t 
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Answer.  Ballet-holefl.  They  had  the  appearance  of  being  made  by  pistol-bullets  or 
pistol-dhot. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  T 

Answer.  Well,  he  was  dressed  and  laid  oat  when  I  saw  him  in  the  morning.  I  think 
in  his  forehead  there  was  one  large  bullet-bole,  about  the  middle  or  center  of  his  fore- 
head, and  one  a  little  higher  up.  I  do  not  think  there  were  but  two,  as  I  remember 
now.  1  understood  there  were  several  others  through  his  body;  but  he  was  dressed, 
and  I  did  not  see  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  When  did  you  receive  the  first  knowledge  of  his  death  T 

Answer.  I  did  not  receive  it  until  I  got  up  town  that  morning.  I  was  down  towD« 
imd  went  up  town ;  I  do  not  recollect  tor  what  purpose ;  but  I  did  not  hear  of  it  uut:l 
the  morning.  It  was  on  the  Ist  of  April,  and  almost  everybody  thought  it  was  aa 
"April  fool,"  and  I  thought  that  somebody  was  trying  to  "  April-fool '^  me.  I  stayetl  la 
town  some  time  before  I  went  up  to  see  him ;  but  I  concluded  I  would  be  willing  to 
be  "April-fooled"  on  that  occasion,  and  run  the  risk  of  going  up;  so  I  did  go  up,  and 
looked  at  him. 

Question.  Was  the  matter  spoken  of  in  such  a  jesting  manner  as  to  lead  you  to  bdieye 
it  was  an  "  April-fool"  story  f 

Answer.  Not  by  those  who  really  knew  it ;  only  by  those  who  did  not  believe  it 
Thefo  are  tricks  like  that  played  on  the  Ist  day  of  April  in  every  community,  andtre 
all  supposed  if  was  a  trick.  It  was  not  spoken  of  in  that  way  when  the  fact  was  really 
known. 

Question.  Did  you  ascertain  whether  that  murder  was  committed  by  one  iudividnal, 
or  by  two,  or  a  dozen  f    Did  you  ascertain  the  manner  in  which  it  was  committed  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  understood  that  the  murder  was  committed  by  disguised  men  who 
came  to  town ;  some  estimate  them  at  from  twelve  to  fifteen^  some  say  twenty,  and 
some  say  even  more  than  that.  About  six  or  eight  of  them  weut  into  the  house,  which 
was  a  tavern,  closed  the  door,  made  the  clerk  show  them  the  way  to  his  room,  as  I 
heard  the  clerk  assert,  and  there  they  perpetrated  the  deed,  and  m  that  ^ay.  They 
got  on  their  horses  afterward  wIk^u  they  came  out,  and  made  their  escape.  They  left 
the  town  immediately,  going  in  the  direction,  as  report  says,  toward  Union,  in  Greene 
County — most  of  them  going  in  that  direction. 

Question.  Had  there  l^n  any  knowledge  or  intimation  in  the  town  previous  to  that 
time  of  any  intention  against  the  life  of  Mr.  Boyd  f 

Answer.  None  that  I  had  heard  of. 

Question.  None  whatever  ? 

Anmcer.  I  never  heard  of  any.  I  know  this  about  Mr.  Boyd :  that  he  was  considered 
there  a  very  disagreeable  man.  He  was  a  man  that  it  was  disagreeable  to  have  business 
with,  and  many  considered  him  a  murderer  himself.  Ho  had  killed  a  young  man  there 
by  the  name  of  Brown.  He  had  been  convicted  of  the  crime  and  sentenced  to  the 
penitentiary  for  ten  years,  and  his  sentence  was  commuted  to  imprisonment  for  twelve 
.months  in  the  county  jail.  I  know  that  he  was  overbearing;  I  know  that  he  was  aa 
incompetent  officer ;  and  I  know  that  he  was  a  very  offensive  man  in  every  way. 

Question.  When  had  he  been  convicted  of  killing  that  man  f 

Answer.  That  was  before  the  war. 

Question.  How  long  before  the  war  T 

Answer.  I  think  from  three  to  five  years  before  the  war. 

Qjuestion.  Had  he  remained  in  that  community  aft«r  his  release  from  prison  f 

AnBwer.  No,  sir ;  he  left  that  community  after  he  had  been  turned  out  of  jail  and 
went,  as  I  understood,  to  Arkansas.  He  remained  there  until  1868,  when  he  came  back 
Jo  our  community,  and  occupied,  by  some  means  or  other — I  do  not  know  how— the 
Offices  of  county  solicitor  and  register  in  chancery. 

Question.  Was  he  appointed  or  elected  to  those  offices  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect;  it  strikes  me  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  cooatj 
solicitor. 

Question.  Do  not  county  solicitors  obtain  their  offices  h^  election  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  elected  under  the  new  constitution. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  That  was  before  the  new  constitution  T 

Answer.  In  1863  f  I  reckon  not.  I  think  they  are  elected.  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  was  elected  or  appointed ;  I  am  not  certain  about  that ;  but  I  know  that  he  hew 
both  offices. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  was  his  age  at  the  time  of  his  death  f 

Answer.  He  looked  to  me  to  be  a  man  of  about  thirty-five  or  forty  years  of  age,  or 
somewhere  about  there. 
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QuestUm.  That  wonid  make  him,  then,  about  nineteen  or  twenty  at  the  time  of  the 
commiBsiou  of  the  offense  which  you  speak  of,  which  was  three  or  fonr  years  before 
the  wart 

Anstca\  Yes,  sir ;  he  may  have  been  older  than  that.  He  was  a  grown  man  when 
that  offense  was  committed. 

Question,  Had  he  been  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  time  of  his  conviction  f 

Ansicer,  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Question.  Was  he  admitted  after  his  return  to  Alabama  t 

Ansiver,  I  do  not  recollect  when  he  ever  was-  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  occupied  the 
office  of  solicitor  in  some  way  or  other — got  hold  of  it  I  don't  know  how. 

Question,  Yon  say  that  these  men  who  killed  Boyd  were  reported  to  have  ridden 
away  toward  Union  ;  were  they  reported  to  be  citizens  of  Greene  County  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  they  were  not  citizens  of  Greene  County,  so  far  as  report  goes. 
None  of  them  could  bo  found  to  be  citizens  of  Greene  County.  The  grand  jury  made 
a  very  searching  investigation  of  the  matter,  and  summoned  everybody  that  they 
thought  knew  anything  aoout  it,  and  never  could  find  out  anything  about  it. 

Question,  Are  your  solicitors  or  prosecuting  officers  elected  for  one  county  or  for  the 
whole  circuit  t 

Ansiccr.  I  think  for  one  county.    I  know  that  Mr.  Boyd  was  acting  for  one  county. 

Question,  Then  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties  as  solicitor  would  not  bring  hiiu 
into  contact  with  citizens  of  other  counties  T 

Answer,  No.  sir. 

Question.  Then  what  connection  had  his  murder  with  his  disagreeable  habits.in  con- 
dncting  his  business,  if  the  persons  who  did  it  came  from  another  county,  in  which  he 
did  not  discharge  the  duties  of  solicitor  T 

Anstrer.  I  do  not  know  where  the  persons  who  murdered  him  came  from  ;  I  have  no 
idea.  I  do  not  know  by  whom  he  was  murdered ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  he  was  mur- 
dered by  citizens  of  Greene  County,  from  the  fact  that  the  grand  jury  made  a  search- 
ing investigation  of  that  case,  and  could  find  no  citizen  of  Greene  County  to  bo  con- 
nected with  it.  As  they  rendered  in  their  report  they  traced  these  parties  to  a  place 
across  Sipsy  River ;  I  believe  the  name  of  the  place  is  Moore's  Bridge,  in  Pickens 
County. 

Question,  Then  you  give  it  as  your  belief  that  the  murder  had  no  connection  with 
the  discbarge  of  Mr. 'Boyd's  official  duties  in  Greene  County? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir  \  I  do  not  give  that  as  my  belief.  I  say  that  I  do  not  know  what  was 
the  cause  of  his  murder ;  that  he  was  a  very  disagreeable  man  to  transact  business 
with.  There  was  an  old  man  murdered  or  hung  up  there  some  time  before,  and  Mr. 
Boyd  had  made  a  good  many  threats  about  what  ho  intended  to  do  with  the  perpetra- 
tors of  it,  stating  that  he  knew  who  they  were ;  and,  among  other  things  of  public 
notoriety  there,  he  state4  that  he  intended  to  keep  the  grand  jury  in  session  for  six 
months,  if  necessary,  till  they  found  out  the  perpetrators  of  the  crime.  He  had  a  hat 
hanging  up  in  his  room  which  he  said  was  worn  by  one  of  the  marauders  on  a  certain 
occasion— I  do  not  know  whether  on  that  occasion  or  not.  He  said  he  knew  who  it 
belonged  to.    He  made  use  of  these  remarks  publicly. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  gave  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  the  hat 
belonged  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  he  gave  the  name. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  the  names  of  the  persons  connected  with  that  trans- 
action ? 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  have  heard. 

Question.  Do  you  know  from  any  reliable  source  the  name  of  anybody  connected 
with  it  ? 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  soul  connected  with  it.  I  know  it  waa 
an  act  which  was  disapproved  of  by  our  community. 

Question,  Taking,  then,  the  facts  as  yon  state  them,  that  Mr.  Boyd  was  a  disafpeeable 
man  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  and  had  made  threats  in  regard  to  prosecutions  for 
that  offense,  and  taking  also  the  fact  which  you  state  here  as  your  belief,  that  his 
murder  was  not  committed  by  citizens  of  Greene  County,  give  us  your  own  belief  as  to 
the  cause  of  his  murder  in  that  manner  by  the  citizens  of  another  county  ? 

Anstcer,  Well,  I  do  not  know.  My  belief  in  regard  to  that  is  this  :  that  on  account 
of  these  various  threats  that  he  had  made  of  what  he  intended  to  do  with  certain 
parties,  and  that  he  was  cognizant  of  certain  deeds  that  parties  had  done,  I  do  not 
know  but  what  that  had  something  to  do  with  his  murder :  but  as  to  having  any  fixed 
opinion  as  to  the  cause  of  liis  murder,  I  cannot  say  that  I  nave. 

Question,  If  your  belief  is  correct,  that  the  persons  who  did  murder  him  came  from 
another  county,  is  it  not  your  belief  that  they  belonged  to  an  organization  which  re- 
sponds in  one  county  to  the  call  of  the  members  of  that  organization  in  another  T 

Answer,  I  have  never  said  I  believed  they  oamefirom  another  county ;  1  do  not  know 
where  they  came  from. 
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QuetUoH.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  believed  the  murder  was  not  committed 
by  citizens  of  Greene  County  T 

Answer.  I  do  believe  that.  Nor  do  I  know  whether  it  was  committed  by  citizens  of 
the  State  of  Alabama.  I  will  state  this  further:  That  after  the  court  was  over  in 
Greene  County  I  went  to  Pickens  to  attend  court.  It  was  understood  there  that  the 
grand  jury  of  Greene  County  had  traced  these  parties  into  Pickens  County.  I  stayed 
with  the  foreman  of  the  j^rand  jury  at  the  same  house ;  saw  him  every  day ;  and  he 
told  me  that  he  had  examined  every  person  on  the  line  or  track  of  the  route*  so  £&r  as 
he  could  trace  them  through  Pickens  Connty,  and  that  the  last  they  could  find  of 
them  they  were  going  on  somewhere  toward  either  Tennessee  or  Arkansaa  That  was 
the  report^  I  had  from  him.  I  do  not  know  whether  to  say  they  came  firom  Pickens 
County  or  not.    I  am  only  telling  the  report  of  this  grand  Jury. 

Question.  Whether  they  came  from  the  county  of  Pickens  or  any  other  county  of 
Alabama,  or  whether  they  came  from  the  State  of  Tennessee  or  Arkansas,  having  oome 
as  you  stated;  in  an  organized  body,  do  you  not  believe  that  they  were  members  of  an 
organization  which  would  respond  to  the  call  of  members  of  a  similar  organization  in  the 
county  of  Greene  T 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  there  is  no  organization  of  that  sort  in  the  connty  of  Greene.  I 
do  not  know  that,  but  I  have  never  beard  of  it,  and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  one  sncb 
organization  in  our  section  of  the  country.  There  may  be  one  at  other  places,  but  there 
is  no  organization  of  disguised  men  that  I  have  ever  heard  of  in  the  county  of  Greene 
or  in  that  section  of  the  country. 

Question.  I  will  put  the  question  in  another  form.  You  have  stated  a  fact  which  I 
understood  you  to  give  as  tending  to  show  that  these  people  did  not  belong  to  the 
county  of  Greene.  If,  then,  they  belonged  to  a  more  remote  county  in  the  State, 
or  even  to  a  portion  of  Arkansas  or  Tennessee,  is  it  your  belief  that  they  went  there  to 
murder  Mr.  iBoyd,  after  having  been  informed  by  citizens  of  Greene  County  of  the 
reasons  why  he  should  be  murdered  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know.  My  opinion  about  that  is  this :  I  have  stated  what 
and  who  Mr.  Boyd  was.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  is  any  organization  there.  I 
have  never  seen  one,  or  any  member  of  one  of  them  in  my  life. 

Quesiion,  What  is  your  belief  about  it  T 

Ansicer,  My  belief  is  that  there  is  none  in  the  section  of  country  in  which  I  live. 

Question,  How,  then,  do  youaccountfor  the  appearance  of  these  men  in  Greene  County, 
their  going  to  a  hotel,  and  murdering  Boyd,  if,  as  you  state,  they  belonged  neither  to 
the  county  of  Greene  nor  Pickens  T 

Answer^  Well,  I  do  not  propose  to  account  for  that.  I  do  not  know  how.  It  may  be 
that  some  man  that  was  connected  with  them  may  have  lived  in  Greene  County,  and  it 
may  be  that  some  man  connected  with  it  lived  in  Pickens  or  somewhere  else. 

Question.  Have  you  any  theory  about  it  T 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  have  no  theory.  These  are  extraordinary  men.  They  appear  at 
different  places  and  at  different  times.  I  know  of  none,  and  I  have  seen  none  there, 
and  I  have  missed  no  young  men. 

Qmstion,  At  what  hour  of  the  night,  according  to  your  information,  was  this  marder 
committed  ? 

Answer.  About  11  or  12  o'clock. 

Question,  At  that  seaaon  of  the  year— -March— what  is  the  usual  hour  in  Eutaw  for 
people  to  go  to  bed  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  we  have  a  town  that  Is  very  much  scattered,  and  the  people  all 
start  home  soon,  and  very  few  of  the  citizens  ever  come  to  town  after  night.  It  is  very 
rarely  that  a  house  is  open  at  that  time  of  night,  according  to  my  experience. 

Question,  Was  any  enort  made  that  night  to  arouse  the  citizens  of  the  town  and 
pursue  the  murderers? 

Answer,  None  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  Was  any  such  effort  made  the  next  morning  f 

AnstDer,  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  Did  your  sheriff  offer  a  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  the  murderers  T 

Answer,  1  never  heard  that  he  did.    I  have  forgotten  it  if  he  did. 

Question.  How  soon  after  his  death  was  Mr.  Boyd  buried  T 

Anstoer,  I  think  he  was  buried  the  day  after. 

Question,  The  next  day  after  his  deatn  f 

Answer,  I  think  so. 

Qjuestion,  He  was  murdered  at  11  o'clock  at  night  and  buried  the  next  day  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect.  I  did  not  go  to  the  burial ;  and  I  do  not  recoUeot  wheft 
he  was  buried.    I  think  he  was  buried  a  short  time  after wtuxL 

Question.  Was  any  action  taken  by  the  hta  upon  his  death  T 

Answer,  No.  sir ;  none  at  all. 

Question,  Did  members  of  the  bar  attend  his  funeral  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir  j  I  did  not. 

Question,  Did  any  of  themf 

i 
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Answer,  None  that  I  know  of. 

QuestUm,  Was  there  not  an  impression  that  Mr.  Boyd  was  murdered  by  the  organiza- 
tion commonly  known  as  the  **  Kn-Kluz/'  whatever  may  be  its  real  name  ?  Was  not 
that  said  at  the  time  T 

Anmptr.  Oh,  yes,  sir ;  it  was  said  very  freqnentlyt  ^nd  it  is  the  common  impression 
that  Mr.  Boyd  was  killed  by  the  Ku-Klux.  That  is  engraved  on  his  tombstone,  "  mur- 
dered by  the  Eu-Klux.^  It  was  pnt  on  there  by  Judge  Miller,  who  had  the  tombstone 
erected  which  is  now  at  the  head  of  his  grave. 

Question,  Is  there  any  organization  known  by  that  name  existing  in  the  county  to 
your  knowledge  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  none  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  Is  there  in  that  county  any  organization  which  rides  at  night  in  disguise, 
let  its  name  be  what  it  may  f 

Anstocr,  None  that  I  have  ever  seen.  I  have  never  seen  a  man  in  disguise  in  our 
county,  either  on  horseback  or  ofif.  I  will  make  this  remark,  that  I  live  aliout  half  a 
mile  from  town,  and  stay  at  home  pretty  constantly,  hardly  ever  goiu^  on  the  streets  at 
night ;  I  generally  stay  at  home  at  night.  I  have  never  seen  men  m  disguise  in  my 
life  in  our  county. 

QhiesUon,  Have  yon  no  information  upon  which  you  can  rely  as  to  outrages  having 
been  committed  in  the  county  by  men  in  disguise  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  of  several  persons  there  who  think  so.  I  know  that  they 
say  that  Boyd  was  killed  by  men  in  disguise. 

Question,  Have  you  any  doubt  of  it  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  doubt  of  it  in  the  world.    I  believe  it  is  so. 

Question,  Is  there  any  other  case  in  which  you  believe,  as  you  do  in  the  case  of  Boyd, 
that  a  murder  was  committed  by  men  in  disguise? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  I  believe  that  old  man  Sam  Colvin  was  hung  by  men  in  disguise. 

Question,  Any  others  f 

Anstcer.  None  other  that  I  know  of.  I  defended  old  Sam  for  the  crime  that  he  com- 
mitted. 

Question,  Those  two  you  say  you  believe  to  have  been  murdered  T 

Answer,  I  believe  that  they  were  murdered,  and  that  they  were  murdered  by  disguised 
men  ;  1  believe  that  from  the  information  I  get. 

Question.  Have  any  persons  been  whipped  in  your  county  by  men  in  disguise  T 

Ansxcer,  None  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  convictions  in  the  court  of  your  county  for  the  whip- 
ping of  negroes  by  men  in  disguise  f  Have  there  been  any  such  convictions  in  that 
county  T 

^iwMw.  None  that  I  know  of  where  the  parties  were  in  disguise.  I  know  of  a  num- 
ber of  prosecutions  and  convictions  for  whipping  negroes. 

Question,  Cases  of  assault  and  battery  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  I  know  of  no  case  where  any  man  has  been  prosecuted  or  convicted 
for  whipping  a  negro,  in  disguise.  In  fact  I  know  of  no  man  who  has  committed  a 
deed  in  a  disguise  in  my  county  who  has  ever  been  brought  to  justice.  • 

Question.  Mention  has  been  made  here  of  your  presence  at  a  meeting  in  Eutaw,  where 
tl^e  riot  or  disturbance  occurred  in  October  last,  and  you  have  been  subpenaed  in 
consequence  of  your  name  having  been  connected  with  that  proceeding.  Give  to  the 
committee,  as  briefly  and  clearly  as  possible,  your  account  of  that  occurrence.  State  in 
the  first  place  the  date  of  it. 

Anstcer.  The  riot  at  Eutaw  occurred  in  October  last.  I  was  present  on  that  occasion, 
and  saw  what  was  going  on,  and  know  pretty  much  about  it.  I  do  not  know 
exactly  where  to  commence.  I  must  commence,  I  suppose,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
riot,  or  ^^rout,"  as  it  was  called.  General  Warner  had  about  finished  his  speech 
when  I  got  to  the  place  where  he  and  Gove^rnor  Parsons  and  Mr.  Hays  and  others  were 
to  speak.  I  wanted  to  hear  Governor  Parsons  speak.  I  knew  that  he  had  made  several 
good  democratic  speeches,  and  I  never  had  heard  him  speak  since  that  time ;  and  I  had 
a  curiosity  to  go  round  there  and  hear  him  speak.  I  went  round.  Just  about  the  time 
that  he  finish^  his  speech  I  walked  up  to  him.  I  knew  him,  as  I  thought,  very  well,  and 
I  thought  he  knew  me.  I  was  in  the  legislature  when  he  wjas  provisional  governor  of  Ala- 
bama. I  approached  him  and  told  him  there  were  several  drunken  men  about  there  and 
that  we  desired  there  should  be  no  disturbances ;  that  he  and  Warner  had  made  their 
speeches,  and  I  thought  it  was  nothing  but  due  that  if  he  had  any  control  over  Hays,  who 
was  very  obnoxious  to  the  people  of  that  county,  and  had  made  himself  so  deservedly, 
he  should  not  let  him  speak  if  he  had  any  influence  with  him,  or  else  break  up  the 
crowd  and  go  home.  He  then  turned  around,  without  answering  me  at  all,  to  speak  to 
General  Warner,  and  I  presume  upon  that  subject.  Just  about  uiat  time,  as  he  turned 
around,  Hays  came  upon  the  stand.  I  was  standing  with  my  back  to  him,  and  in 
front  of  Governor  Parsons.  Almost  in  half  a  second,  as  soon  as  Governor  Parsons 
turned  round  to  speak  to  General  Warner,  somebody  fired  a  pistol.  I  do  not  know 
who  it  was,  but  was  informed  afterward  who  it  was,  and  I  was  told  it  was  a  negro, 
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who  had  shot  at  me.  I  saw  three  witnesses  who  told  me  it  was  fired  directly  at  me. 
My  back  was  turned.  The  ball  went  throujjh  my  pants.  After  that  there  was  a  gen- 
eral firiuj5  in  the  air  by  yonug  men,  and  a  general  stampede  amonj;  the  negroes.  I  do 
not  know  wliat  became  of  Hays  or  Governor  Parsons  or  General  Warner.  They  went 
oft".  1  got  np  on  the  table  after  they  went  ofl'.  I  thought  it  was  all  fun ;  I  had  no  Wea 
anybody  was  shooting  at  anybody.  I  got  on  the  table,  and  laughed  extravagantly  at 
the  way  the  negroes  were  flying  and  running  about :  they  broke  down  the  court-boose 
palin«;s  jumping  over.  My  office,  from  the  position  I  was  occupying,  was  right  in  front. 
The  negroes  rallied  across  the  street,  and  tired  back  several  pistols,  right  toward  the 
court-house,  and  then  they  broke  and  ran  down  the  street. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QiiesUon.  You  were  not  aware  at  that  time  that  the  ball  bad  penetrated  your  panta- 
loons f 

Amwer,  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  aware  of  it  until  I  pot  across  the  street. 

Question.  What  part  of  your  pantaloons  was  pierced  by  the  ball  t 

Answer.  JuHt  about  the  thigh,  about  four  inches  from  the  crotch ;  it  entered  the  back 
part  and  went  through. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson: 

Question.  Were  you  standing  with  Governor  Parsons  at  that  time  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  1  had  just  iinished  telling  him  what  I  have  told  you.    He  bad  jnst 

stooped  down  or  bent  his  head  over  for  the  purpose,  as  I  supposed,  of  telling  General 

Warner  to  prevent  llays  from  speaking. 
Question.  Was  Warner  right  by  him  t 
^Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Warner  was  right  by  him,  sitting  in  a  chair,  leaning  against  the 

wall.    Then  the  tiring  commenced.    Hays  fell  or  was  Knocked  oil'  the  stand ;  I  do  not 

know  how  he  got  off". 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  So  far  as  your  actual  knowledge  goes,  you  do  not  know  who  fired  the  first 
shot  ?    You  an<l  General  Warner  and  Governor  Parsons  were  all  standing  together  f 

Anmcer.  So  far  iis  my  actual  knowledge  is  concerned,  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  direc- 
tion that  the  ball  came,  that  it  came  from  the  negroes;  it  must  have  come  from  them; 
there  were  no  white  men  in  that  direction.  I  do  not  t^lnk  that  a  negro  would  have 
fire<l  at  Governor  Parsons.    That  is  tbo  inference  I  drew  at  the  time. 

Question.  Was  tbcro  not  a  crowd  of  [^vJJoOus  in  the  same  vlciiilty  ? 

A/swer.  Oh,  yes;  there  were  a  great  many  around  me.  When  1  walked  out  there  to 
speak  to  Governor  Parsons  I  was  surrounded  by  negroes;  I  was  isolated  almost  from 
my  own  people. 

Question.  Were  there  any  white  men  around  the  outskirts  of  the  crowd  f 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  there  were  several  white  men  on  the  right  hand  of  me;  none  on  the 
left  that  I  saw. 

Question.  You  say  that  Major  Hays  was  obnoxious;  was  he  obnoxious  to  his  owd 
part^'  or  to  the  opposite  party  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  think  that  Major  Hays  has  got  any  party  at  all  in  Greene 
County  now.  ^ 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  political  parties. 

Ansiccr,  I  say  that  1  know  that  he  was  obnoxions  to  the  democratic  party  there,  and 
that  embraces  all  the  white  men  of  Greene  County  except  one  or  two. 

Question.  Did  anybody  at  the  meeting  call  for  him  to  speak f 

Ansicer.  I  never  heard  it.  I  believe  I  would  have  heard  it  if  it  had  been  said.  I  am 
satisfied  that  if  anybody  called  for  him  it  was  for  burlesque — ^I  mean  any  white  man. 
The  negroes  may  have  called  for  him. 

Question.  He  had  not  spoken  yet  T 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  he  mounted  the  stand  just  as  I  went  to  speak  to  Governor  Parsons; . 
and  before  I  could  consummate  what  I  intended  to  get  Governor  Parsons  to  help  me 
do,  this  whole  ftiss  commenced  right  there. 

Question.  Were  you,  or  was  anybody,  aware  of  the  fact  that  it  was  Mr.  Hay 8*3  inten- 
tion to  excuse  himself  from  speaking  and  adjourn  the  meeting  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  know  it,  and  I  do  not  think  anybody  know  it.  The  first 
time  I  had  any  intimation  of  it  was  when  I  heard  Mr.  Hays  say  so  last  Monday.  I 
inet  him  on  that  day  on  his  return  from  this  place,  and  he  then  said  that  he  never 
intended  to  speak  on  that  occasion. 

Question.  So  far  as  your  iniorniation  goes,  was  there  any  design  on  the  part  of  any 
one  there  to  create  or  cause  a  disturbance  on  that  day  ? 

4nswei'.  Well,  8ir,  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  anything  more  done  on  thatoccasicm 
than  \a  usually  done  at  elections,  until  that  firing  commenced.  I  asked  Governor 
Parsons  niyself  one  or  two  questions;  you  may  call  that  a  disturbance.  He  had  gone 
JJJ  ^^'it^»  1"«  speech  for  some  time,  and  got  to  where  he  was  attempting  to  juitiiy 
Cloud,  the  superintenilent  of  education.    I  was  standing  pretty  dose  to  him  and  very 
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mncb  interested  in  his  speech.  I  remarked  to  him,  "  Qovemor,  do  yoa  intend  to  Jns* 
tify  the  action  of  that  man  Clond  before  this  assemblage  f"  He  went  on  and  said, 
"  So  far  as  the  report  of  the  committee  is  concerned  that  was  appointed  to  examine  his 
casoj  I  do." 

Question,  It  is  the  practice  in  yonr  State  for  persons  of  the  opposite  party  in  a  crowd 
to  interrogate  a  speaker  on  the  stand  f 

Aiuwer.  That  is  a  very  nsnal  oBstom  in  onr  county. 

Question,  I  nnderstand  you  to  say,  then,  that  so  far  as  yon  know,  being  a  member  of 
the  democratic  party  there  and  acting  with  them,  there  was  no  preconcerted  design  or 
wish  to  bring  about  any  disturbance  T 

Ansicer,  None  that  I  know  of;  and  so  far  as  my  connection  with  this  transaction  is 
concerned,  I  know  there  was  no  preconcerted  design  or  wish  or  intention  to  bring 
about  a  disturbance  that  day. 

Question,  If  the  same  feeling  existed  on  the  part  of  those  who  controlled  the  other 
meeting,  is  the  disturbance  which  did  ensue  to  be  attributed  to  the  accidental  circum- 
stance of  some  individual  beginning  this  firing  t 

Anatcer,  What  other  meeting  f 

Question,  The  republican  meeting  f 

Anau^er,  1  do  not  understand. 

Question,  You,  acting  with  the  democratic  party,  say  that,  with  your  party,  so  far  as 
you  know,  there  was  no  preconcerted  wish  or  design  to  bring  about  a  collision  or  dis- 
turbance ? 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

Question,  If  the  same  feeling  actuated  those  who  were  conducting  the  republican 
meeting,  do  ^<>u  then  attribute  the  disturbance  which  did  arise  to  the  unauthorized 
act  of  some  individual  beginning  the  firing  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  what  feeling  existed  among  the  radicals  that  came  there 
that  day. 

Question.  Upon  the  assumption  that  the  same  feeling  animated  the  leaders  on  both 
aides  that  animated  yourself,  is  the  disturbance  to  be  attributed  to  the  unauthorized 
act  of  some  individual  in  commencing  the  firing? 

Answer.  K  wo  had  all  gone  there  with  a  peaceable  intention  and  had  not  done  any- 
thing to  disturb  the  peace,  I  presume  we  would  have  gone  home  without  having  any 
disturbance,  unless  it  had  been  started  by  some  unauthorized  individual. 

Question,  Wisliing  to  get  at  the  true  origin  of  the  diflSculty,  1  want  your  view  of  the 
matter. 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  the  difficulty  started  from  the  firing  of  a  pistol  by  a 
negro;  and  from  the  best  evidence  I  can  get,  it  was  iired  at  me,  under  the  conception, 
somehow  or  other,  that  I  was  too  close  to  the  stand,  or  probably  that  I  wanted  to  do 
something  improper ;  that  my  motives  were  not  such  as  they  really  were. 

Question,  Did  you  at  or  about  that  time  see  anything  ot  an  efibrt  to  get  upon  the 
stand  a  negro  man,  who  was  a  democrat,  to  speak  to  the  negroes  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  heard  this  negro  man  say  afterward  that  he  wanted  to  speak 
mighty  bad,  or  something  of  that  sort ;  but  I  saw  no  effort  of  anybody  to  put  him  Mp. 

Question,  Mr.  Jolly  stated  yesterday  that  a  man  named  Reynolds  was  endeavoring  to 
get  a  negro  man  upon  the  stand  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  republicans,  to  speak 
%o  the  negroes.    Did  you  see  anything  of  that  at  that  time  f 

Answer,  Ii'o,  sir;  1  did  not  see  a  negro  man  trying  to  get  on  the  stand  at  that  time. 

Question,  Before  the  time  of  the  firing,  had  any  disturbance  whatever  occurred  more 
than  that  which  wonld  be  incident  to  the  interruption  of  which  you  have  spoken  f 

Answer,  None  that  I  know  of.  What  induced  me  to  speak  in  the  way  that  I  did, 
and  to  go  up  to  Governor  Parsons  was,  that  I  saw  there  were  some  men  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  crowd  who  were  drunk,  who  did  not  know  what  they  were  doing ;  I  knew  and 
believed  that  those  men  knew  Hays,  and  did  not  want  to  bear  him  speak.  I  knew  a 
portion  of  the  crowd  was  drunk,  and  it  looked  to  me  like  it  was  getting  a  little  inflam- 
matory. These  other  two  men  had  spoken  their  speeches  through,  and  I  thought  we 
had  heard  Hays  enough,  and  I  therefore  went  to  Governor  Parsons  to  try  to  get  him 
down. 

Question,  Were  the  men  who  you  apprehended  might  create  violence  by  reason  of 
being  drunk,  citizens  of  Greene  County  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect ;  some  of  them  were,  of  course. 

Question,  Were  not  some  of  those  who  were  there  citizens  of  Mississippi  t 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  Were  they  all  citizens  of  Alabama  so  far  as  you  know  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  I  know,  they  were. 

Question,  W<;re  those  drunken  men  armed  t 

Answer.  1  do  not  know ;  I  did  not  see  their  arms ;  I  heard  them  cursing  and  swearing 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  crowd. 

Question,  Had  ^ou  anything  to  do  with  the  calling  of  the  democratic  meeting  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  , 
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Qumti&n.  Were  yon  aware  at  the  time  yon  called  it  that  y<m  wen  oaUing  ii  on  the 
same  day  that  the  repnblican  meeting  waa  called  fort 

Anstcear,  I  do  not  know  that  I  was ;  I  do  not  recollect  aa  to  that ;  bat  it  seema  to  me 
that  the  democratic  meeting  was  called  after  we  had  had  some  conference  in  the  demo- 
cratic council,  somehow  or  other :  I  do  not  know  how  that  was ;  bat  I  know  one  thing 
for  certain,  whether  it  was  called  before  or  after,  or  at  whatever  time  it  was  called^  no 
consideration  was  taken  or  no  reference  made  to  the  previoos  call  for  the  radical 
meeting. 

Question.  Do  yon  not  know  that  the  democratic  meeting  was  called  after  the  adrer- 
tisements  for  the  republican  meeting  were  up  f 

Answer.  1  believe  it  was ;  I  learned  that  afterward ;  bat  at  that  time  I  do  not  bolieTe 
I  knew  it*    I  do  not  know  that  I  saw  the  advertisements  for  the  radical  meeting. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  For  what  day  of  the  week  was  it  called  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  do  not  recollect  that ;  but  I  recoUect  both  meetings  wece 
called  for  the  same  day. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Dare  men  whose  sentiments  are  obnoxions  to  the  m^ority  of  the  dtizena  of 
jButaw  express  those  sentiments  freely,  without  danger  of  personal  violence  f 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  they  have  done  it,  and  they  continue  to  do  it.  I  think  a  man 
can  do  it  with  great  safety  now. 

Question.  Then  what  was  the  reason  of  your  desire  for  having  Msgor  Hays  prevented 
from  speaking  that  day  f 

Answer.  Well,  my  object  was  this :  Major  Hays  was  i^articnlarly  obnoxions  to  the 
people  there.  I  do  not  know  bnt  he  could  have  spoken  on  that  day ;  I  did  not  know  it 
at  the  time,  but  I  thought  for  the  sake  of  harmony  and  peace  and  quiet  ho  had  better 
not.  I  was  afraid  of  some  trouble  from  those  drunken  men.  I  do  not  know  ^rhether 
they  were  citizens  of  Eutaw  or  not ;  some  of  them  may  have  been  ;  but  I  think  that 
Major  Hays  could  go  there  now  and  epeak,  and  probably  he  could  have  spoken  then, 
yet  I  did  not  like  to  risk  it. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  :  ' 

Question.  Yon  thoaght  that  there  would  be  more  danger  if  he  spoke  than  if  he  did 
not? 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  my  position  exactly. 

Question.  Is  not  the  state  of  feeling  there  such  that  the  sentiments  of  the  two  parties 
are  very  obnoxious  to  each  other  f  Is  there  not  a  high  state  of  political  excitement  on 
the  questions  that  divide  the  two  political  parties  there f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  are  no  parties  there  except  the  necro  party  and  the  wliite 
party.  I  do  not  think  there  are  more  than  two  or  three  radicals  in  the  county,  and  -we 
never  get  up  an  excitement ;  wo  never  have  anything  oflfensive  against  the  negrtk 
The  negroes  are  now  beginning  to  learn  who  and  what  we  are,  and  who  their  friends 
are ;  and  you  cannot  get  up  an  excitement  that  I  know  of  between  the  two  parties. 
Tou  may  set  up  an  excitement  with  some  man  who  is  offensive  to  some  other  particn- 
lar  individual — one  man  belonging  to  one  party  and  one  to  the  other ;  but  so  fai  as  the 
two  parties  are  concerned,  I  do  not  think  yon  can  get  np  an  excitement. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

fUfoHon*  Then  any  white  man  who  takes  the  side  of  the  negroes  and  advocate  polHi- 
opinions  which  are  supposed  to  be  acceptable  to  them,  is,  in  yonr  view,  obnoxtoos; 
is  he  not  f 

Ansxoer.  Well,  sir,  we  take  the  side  of  the  negro  now ;  they  belong  to  the  demoerotie 
party  now. 

Question.  Whof 

Answer.  The  negroes  in  Greene  County ;  we  take  their  side  now. 

Question.  When  a  white  man  undertakes  to  advocate  what  you  term  the  radical  nde 
in  politics,  is  there  not  a  concentrated  effort  to  make  him  obnoxious  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of;  not  if  he  does  it  in  a  decent,  respectable  way. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  reason  for  Major  Hays  being  obnoxions  than  bfa  iden- 
tification with  the  radical  party  there  f 

Answer.  Do  yon  desire  me  to  give  you  the  history  of  Hays,  and  show  why  he  ia  ob- 
noxious ?    I  prefer  not  to  do  it. 

Question.  I  ask  if  there  is  any  other  reason  for  his  being  obnoxions  l^ian  his  identifi- 
oation  with  the  republican  party  ? 

Answer.  There  are  a  great  many  reasons  why  he  has  become  particularly  citwwiioqs 
to  our  people — i>ersonaUy,  individually,  iM)litically,  and  every  other  way. 

Q^estion.  Then  there  are  other  reasons? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  bnt  nnless  you  press  me,  I  would  prefer  not  to  state  them. 

Question.  Was  not  the  sentiment  in  that  town  on  the  subject  of  this  partieolMr  riot ' 
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fx>  much  on  one  side  that  a  fair  or  exhibition  was  held  there  to  raise  funds  to  defend 
the  men  who  were  indicted  for  participation  in  the  riot  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  a  fair  held  there  by  the  ladies  of  the  town.  Some  of  the 
brothers  of  the  nice  young  ladies  of  the  town  were  indicted.  They  were  taken  down  to 
Mobile,  and  it  was  necessary  that  they  should  summon  several  witnesses  to  show  in 
what  way  they  were  connected  with  the  affair.  Through  the  instrumentality  of  young 
ladies  of  the  town  who  were  sisters  of  those  men,  a  fair  was  gotten  up,  and  the 
expenses  of  those  witnesses  were  defrayed  in  part  in  that  way. 

Question.  How  many  negroes  were  wounded  in  that  riot  f 

Answer.  I  only  saw  one. 

Question.  According  to  the  best  of  your  information,  how  many  were  there  t 

Answer.  I  know  of  one  that  I  saw*;  another  one  I  saw  the  blood  of.  I  think  there 
were  seven  or  eight ;  I  do  not  think  there  were  exceeding  that. 

QitesHon.  Was  there  any  public  movement  to  relieve  the  negroes  who  were  wounded  f 

Answer.  The  one  that  I  saw,  (and  this  was  the  first  intimation  I  had  that  anybody 
was  shooting  at  a  human  being)  was  lying  on  the  public  square,  with  his  thigh 
broken. 

Questum,  Was  there  any  movement  in  the  shape  of  a  public  meeting  or  fair  to  raise 
money  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  the  wounded  uegr«>es  ? 

Answer.  Well,  as  to  those  who  were  wounded  that  I  speak  of,  I  do  not  think,  with 
the  exception  of  the  one  who  had  his  thigh  broken,  that  they  had  need  of  anything 
except,  probably,  to  send  for  a  physician  to  cut  the  ball  out.  As  to  the  one  who  had 
bis  tbigh  broken,  I  went  to  him  and  told  some  negroes  to  take  him  up,  get  a  place  to 
pnt  him  in,  and  get  a  dray  to  carry  him  off,  and  send  for  a  physician.  I  told  the 
negroes  1  would  pay  the  physician  myself. 

Question.  There  was  no  public  expression  of  sentiment^  either  for  the  relief  of  tho 
negroes  or  of  regret  for  the  occurrence  f 

Answer.  No  public  expression  that  I  know  of  in  a  form  of  a  meeting.  Everybody 
regretted  it  though. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  the  existence  of  any  secret  political  organization  in  th« 
State  of  Alabama  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not,  except  one. 

^u«9(um.  What  is  that  f  ' 

Answer.  I  know  of  the  existence  of  the  Loyal  Leagne. 

Question.  That  is  a  secret  political  organization  f 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  understand,  it  is.    I  never  was  in  it. 

Quegdon.  When  was  that  organized  T 

Answer.  It  was  organized  soon  after  the  w^.  I  suppose  it  has  been  in  existence 
from  1865  up  to  the  present  time. 

QuestUm.  Does  its  organization  still  continue  t 

Answer.  I  think  it  continued  until  a  very  short  time  before  the  last  election  last 
November. 

Question.  What  is  its  purpose  t 

Answer.  Its  particular  purpose  is  to  fool  and  csgole  the  negroes,  and  make  them  vote 
the  radical  ticket. 

Question.  How  do  yon  derive  that  information  T 

Answer.  I  got  it  from  ne^oes.  We  know  it  exists  because  we  have  seen  negroes  who 
tell  us  they  go  to  the  meetings. 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  frota  any  quarter  of  the  existence  of  what  is 
popularly  known  as  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  The  only  information  I  have  received  in  regard  to  it  was  the  crowd  that 
came  in  to  mnrder  Boyd ;  that  is  the  only  evidence  I  have  ever  seen  or  heard  of  in 
regard  to  disguised  men  in  that  county. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  approached  by  anybody  with  the  request  to  become  a  mem- 
ber of  any  secret  political  organization  f 
.  Answer.  No,  sir. 

(iuestion.  The  White  Brotherhood  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Constitutional  Union  Guards  t 

Anmoer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Invisible  Empire  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Knights  of  the  White  Cameliat 

An$wer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Nor  any  other  similar  political  organization  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  know  of  no  secret  XH>litical  organization  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 
I  am  certain  there  is  none  existing  about  my  particular  section. 

Question.  You  are  a  member  of  the  bar  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  read  the  proceedings  of  the  investigation  at  Paytonat 
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Angwer,  No,  sir ;  I  think  I  have  heard  them  repeated  on  the  cars.  I  never  read 
them. 

Question,  Have  there  not  been  for  several  years  allegations  of  the  existence  of  the 
Kii-Klnx  organization  in  Alabama  t 

Answer.  I  Iniow  that  a  gre  at  many  people  there  believe  that  an  organization  of  that 
sort  exists. 

QuesUan.  Have  ^ou  never  felt  interest  enough  in  the  matter  to  investigate  the  alle^:d 
evidence  of  its  existence  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  made  inquiries  for.it ;  I  have  known  others  to  make  inquiries: 
and  I  never  could  find  it ;  I  never  saw  it,  and  never  saw  a  man  who  belonged  to  it.  1 
have  hod  as  much  curiosity  about  it  as  anybody  else. 

Question.  Having  made  that  inquiry,  do  yotr  ^ve  it  as  the  result  of  your  investip* 
tions  in  regard  to  secret  political  societies  of  all  kinds  in  Alabama,  that  you  are  sati?- 
fied  of  the  existence  of  the  Union  League,  and  that  there  is  no  evidence  to  satisfy  ;« 
that  this  organization  popularly  known  as  Ku-Klux  ever  existed  there  t 

Anmcer.  None  in  that  section  of  the  country. 

Question.  I  mean  in  the  Stat<e  at  large. 

Answer.  I  cannot  speak  for  the  other  parts  of  the  State. 

Question.  You  can  state  your  belief. 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  believe  that  it  has  existed  in  the  Stat«.  I  say  this  because  I  haT# 
conversed  with  men  from  different  sections  of  the  State.  There  may  have  been  mem- 
bers of  that  organization  from  other  States  who  came  into  ours ;  but  I  do  not  beliere 
there  ever  was  a  Kn-Klux  organization  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  That  is  my  hoD€«4 
belief. 

Question.  Or  a  secret  political  organization  known  by  any  name  which  is  respoDSihJe 
for  these  outrages  committed  by  men  in  disguise  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  or  a  secret  political  organization  of  any  kind.  I  know  of  no  p(^ 
ical  organization  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  outside  of  the  Loyal  League,  and  the  raidjcai 
party,  and  the  democratic  council. 

Question.  The  proceedings  of  the  democratic  council  are  public  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  conducts  the  business  of  the  publicly  recognized  democratic  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Poland: 

Question,  Who  was  this  negro  who  shot  at  you  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  have  tried  to  find  out  his  name.  I  think  it  was  a  ne^ 
who  formerly  belonged  to  Chancellor  Clark ;  but  I  do  not  know  what  his  niune  is.  I 
can  furnish  the  committee  with  his  name  at  any  time. 

Question.  You  say  three  men  told  you  they  saw  him  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  not  know  him  f 

Answer.  One  of  them  said  he  did,  and  the  other  two  did  not. 

Question,  One  of  them  professed  to  know  what  his  name  was  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  professed  to  know  his  name. 

Question.  And  the  others  could  identify  the  man  T 

Anstcer,  1  suppose  they,  could. 

Question.  From  the  information  you  obtained,  you  believe  he  intended  to  ^oot  yoo^ 

Answer.  Well,  he  may  have  intended  it ;  I  do  not  know.  The  information  I  hnvepoi 
about  it  is  this :  one  of^  these  men  said  positively  that  he  shot  directly  at  me,  and  ^^ 
others  say  that  they  saw  him  sheet.  I  am  satisfied  that  he  shot  in  my  direction,  tod 
ahot  toward  me ;  but  I  know  of  no  cause  why  he  wanted  to  shoot  me;  unless,  probaWT, 
that  it  might  have  been  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  supposed  I  was  going  to  do  eonie- 
thing  to  the  crowd  that  was  speaking  on  that  occasion. 

Question.  You  understand  that  the  negro  who  shot  was  a  radical  or  republican  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  whether  he  was  or  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  attempt  to  have  him  prosecuted  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

<iuestion.  Why  not  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  he  was  arrested  and  put  in  jail. 

Question,  For  shooting  at  you  T 

Answer.  For  engaging  in  the  riot,  I  believe,  or  something  of  that  sort.  He  wM*'' 
rested  anyhow,  and  put  in  jail  by  a  man  named  Cockerell. 

Question,  Why  did  you  not  prosecute  him  for  shooting  at  you  f 

Answer.  Because  I  was  not  perfectly  satisfied  as  to  the  identity  of  the  negro.  I  ttSkto 
to  the  negro  myself,  and  was  not  satisfied  as  to  his  identity. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 
.    QuMtion,  He  denied  it  f 
Answer,  Of  course  he  dtid. 
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By  Mr.  Poland  : 

Qttestion.  The  reason  ^oa  did  not  kave  him  proeeented  was  the  difflonlty  of  determin- 
ing  the  identity  of  the  individual  T 

Anstoer.  I  am  satisfied  a  negro  from  that  place  did  it,  bnt  I  was  not  satisfied  as  to 
tiie  identity  of  thai  particular  negro. 

Question.  How  could  there  have  been  any  difficnlty  in  determining  his  identity  if 
three  men  saw  him  do  it  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  he  was  the  one.  I  was  not  satisfied  in  my  own 
mind  about  it. 

Questunt.  If  the  negro  who  shot  was  the  one  yon  suppose — the  one  who  had  belonged 
to  Chancellor  Clark— did  not  everybody  in  your  town,  black  and  white,  know  him  f 

Anewer,  I  do  not  know ;  he  was  not  known  to  me ;  I  did  not  know  him. 

QuestUm,  Ton  did  not  take  any  measures  to  prosecute  him  f 

Amwet,  No,  sir,  I  did  not  prosecute  him :  his  case  was  presented  to  the  grand  jury. 
I  did  not  appear  before  the  ^rand  jury,  and  they  ignored  the  prosecution. 

Question,  Did  you  bring  his  case  before  the  grand  jury  t 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  did  not ;  it  was  brought  before  the  grand  jury  by  other  parfcies. 

Question.  Was  a  complaint  m^e  against  him  before  the  grand  jury  for  shooting  at 
you? 

Answer.  I  understood  there  was. 

Question.  Who  made  the  complaint  T 

Answer.  A  man  named  Luther  D.  Cockerell. 

Question.  To  which  party  did  he  belong  f 

Answer.  He  had  belonged  to  the  radical  party,  bnt  at  that  particular  time  he  belonged 
to  tlie  democratic  party. 

Question.  He  was  the  man  who  you  understood  made  complaint  before  the  grand  jury 
against  this  negro  for  shooting  at  you  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  complainf  was  made  in  this  way :  in  our  county  parties  are 
put  in  jail  on  complaint  made  before  a  magistrate,  and  are  kept  there  to  await  the  de- 
cision of  thegrand jury. 

Question.  What  was  the  complaint  against  this  ne^oT 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  was  assault  and  attempt  to  kill,  or  attempt  to  murder.  I  never 
'  saw  the  complaint  in  my  life ;  I  never  paid  any  attention  to  it.  I  went  to  see  the  ne^px> 
and  talk  to  him  about  it.  I  asked  him  if  he  did  it,  and  he  denied  having  any  desire 
to  do  anything  of  the  sort.    He  said  he  was  not  the  man.        ' 

Question.  He  said  he  did  not  shoot  at  all  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  said  he  did  not  have  any  pistol  to  shoot  with. 

Question.  Were  you  satisfied  that  that  was  so,  ipr^d  you  think  he  was  lying  about  it  t 

Ansicer.  Well,  I  was  satisfied  of  this,  and  notlimg  more :  I  was  satisfied  that  I  was 
fired  upon  by  a  negro,  and  I  was  uncertain  as  to  the  identity  of  this  one ;  I  was  uncer- 
tain as  to  his  being  the  man  who  did  it.  That  was  the  position  I  occupied,  and  I  did 
not  care  to  prosecute  the  thing  any  further. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Whatever  difficulty  existed  in  your  mind  at  that  time  as  to  the  identity  of 
the  particular  negro  who  fired  the  shot,  you  were  satisfied  it  came  from  the  negro 
crowd  f 

Answer.  I  know,  sir,  that  it  came  from  the  negro  crowd,  and  I  know  that  my  pants 
were  shot ;  I  know,  also,  that  it  was  the  first  pistol  that  was  fired. 

QvesHon.  Are  yon  satisfied  that  was  the  firsi  pistol  that  was  fired  t 

Answer.  It  was  the  first  I  heard. 

Question.  That  tvas  just  at  the  moment  when  you  and  Governor  Parsons  and  General 
Warner  were  standing  together,  and  at  the  very  moment  when  Hays  either  jumped  off 
the  table  or  was  thrown  off? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  just  about  that  time.  General  Warner  was  not  standing; 
he  was  sittiug  in  a  chair. 

Question.  If  Mr.  Hays  or  any  other  person  has  sworn  that  just  at  that  moment  some 
persons  who  were  stationed  in  the  clerk's  office  commenced  a  volley  of  firing  from  the 
windows  of  the  office  at  the  negroes,  over  your  and  Parsons's  and  Hays's  head,  he  is  mis- 
taken, is  he  not  t 

Anstoer.  K  he  says  that  the  firing  there  was  commenced  before  this  negro  fired,  he  is 
mistaken. 

Question.  If  he  says  that  the  commencement  of  the  firing  was  out  oi  the  window  of 
the  court-house,  he  is  mistaken  T 

Answer.  That  is  a  very  clear  mistake. 

Question.  I  understand  yon  to  have  said  that  during  Gk>vemor  Paraons's  speech  yon 
put  certain  questions  to  him  t 

Answer.  Yes,  I  did. 

Question.  Were  vou  there  most  of  the  time  that  he  spoke  t 

Auwer.  I  waa  there  nearly  all  the  time  he  was  speaking. 
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QueetUm,  Were  your  questions  to  the  govesnor  pat  in  a  respoctfiil  way  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  Goyemor  ParsoQs  called  my  name  at  the  time. 

Queaiion,  He  replied  to  you  respectfully  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  asked  him  if  be  indorsed  this  man  Cloud,  and  he  said,  90  Hi  u 
the  report  of  the  committee  was  concerned,  he  did.  I  said,  *^  Tha#  is  not  the  qnestioii 
I  asked  yon  ;  you  are  going  around  speaking  and  advocating  thet;anse  of  yoor  pstfty; 
say  whether  you  indorse  the  course  of  Cloud  or  not.''  He  replied  to  me  respectfully. 
To  ask  questions  in  tiiat  way  is  usual  with  us  down  there,  and  is  not  considered  to  be 
discourteous. 

Question,  Is  it  a  fact  or  not  that  at  that  time,  or  about  the  close  of  Governor  ParaoDs's 
speaking,  there  was  a  general  disturbance  and  hooting  at  him  t 

Answer,  Well,  I  saw  noboily  there  that  had  a  disposition  to  treat  OoTemor  ParMOi 
in  any  other  way  than  kindly ;  certainly  not  while  I  was  in  front  of  him,  and  soi 
while  I  was  in  X  his  presence.  After  he  went  round  the  court-house  and  away  from 
where  I  was,  I  do  not  know  what  happened ;  but  I  never  even  heard  that  he  wai 
treated  discourteously  while  he  was  in  town. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  How  many  men  were  killed  f 

Answer.  None  that  I  have  ever  heard  of  yet. 

Question.  How  many  died  from  wounds  received  on  that  occasion  T 

Answer.  None.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  one  was  seriously  wounded,  except  the  maa 
who  had  his  thish  broken.  I  saw  him  about  in  four  or  five  weeks  after  he  was  hurt 
The  physician  that  I  caused  to  be  sent  for  attended  him. 

Question,  Whence  came  the  report  that  fifty-four  men  were  wounded  and  tiiree  <ff 
four  men  died  frt>m  wounds  received  on  that  occasion  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  that  came  about;  I  suppose  it  came  from  the  imagina- 
tiou  of  some  people  ;  I  don't  know  where  it  came  from ;  I  never  could  learn  of  that 
many ;  I  am  satisfied  that  none  of  them  died,  and  there  were  none  killed ;  I  kstaw  I 
would  have  heard  it  if  it  had  been  the  case. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Did  not  the  acconnt  published  in  the  democratic  paper  give  twenty-five  or 
thirty  as  the  number  who  were  wounded  T 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know.  I  hardly  ever  read  that  paper.  I  was  not  then  a  snbscribei 
to  it,  though  I  am  now. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Did  Mr.  Hays  fire  the  first  shot  t 

Ansujsr.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  did  or  not ;  I  do  not  think  he  did ;  I  am  pretty 
certain  he  did  not.    I  think  the  first  shot  was  fired  by  a  negro  fh>m  behind. 
,     Question,  Did  Mr.  Hays  order  the  negroes  to  fire  t 

Anstoer.  I  never  heard  him. 

Question,  Were  you  not  standing  close  by  himf 

Anstver,  I  was  nght  close  by  him. 

Question.  Would  yon  have  heard  him  if  he  had  given  such  an  order  f 

Answer,  I  was  standing  close  by  him.  It  does  seem  to  me  I  have  heard  that  Hayi 
did  order  the  negroes  to  fire. 

Question,  Whence  came  the  report  so  generally  circulated  that  in  the  first  place  Hay* 
fired  the  first  shot,  and  in  the  second  place,  that  he  ordered  the  negroes  to  fire  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Was  not  that  published  in  the  democratic  paper  of  that  place  at  the  time* 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  or  not.  I  know  I  have  heard  it  said  sereral 
times  that  Hays  fired  the  first  shot,  and  that  he  told  the  negroes  to  commence  firiDe. 
I  have  heard  adl  those  sort  of  things.  Hays  was  on  a  little  table.  I  do  not  think  I 
was  more  than  about  two  feet  from  the  table,  talking  to  Governor  Parsons,  and  I  never 
saw  Hays  fire  a  pistol,  nor  did  I  heat  him  make  use  of  any  such  remarks. 

Question,  There  may  be  some  reasons  why  Mr.  Hays  might  be  unpopular  with  the 
negroes ;  but  do  you  know  of  anything,  totally  disconnected  with  pohtics,  or  with  the 
present  relations  of  parties  in  the  State,  that  should  make  Mr.  Hays  particularly  ob- 
noxious to  the  democrats  T 

Answer,  1  know  that  Mr.  Hays  is  not  a  man  to  be  trusted  by  friend  nor  foe.  I  know 
that  he  has  deceived  his  most  intimate  friends.  I  do  not  think  that  Hays  is  a  tratb- 
fhl  man  on  hardly  any  occasion.  I  do  not  say  this  for  the  purposes  of  this  trial ;  bat 
I  know  him;  I  knew  him  when  we  were  young  men  together,  and  I  knew  the  degree 
of  confidence  the  young  men  had  in  him  then.  He  is  a  man  of  no  mark — a  man  01  do 
special  force  of  character — no  marked  character  at  all. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  of  the  shot  that  was  fired  from  the  window  of  the  cinniit 
clerk's  room  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  heard  several  shots  fired :  they  were  fired  from  the  door. 

Question,  You  know  where  the  circuit  clerk's  window  wasf 
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Answer,  Yee,  sir ;  I  know  exactly.    I  was  eittiug  on  tbe 
those  men  left.    When  the  firing  had  commenced,  and  after  Bome  holding  np  of  pistols 
an<l  firing  generally  abont  in  the  air,  I  jamped  up  and  sat  on  the  table  just  to  see  the 
stampede  generally.    I  was  amusing  myself  looking  at  the  stampede. 

Qumum.  Did  yon  hear  a  shot  fired  from  the  window  of  the  cirouit  clerk  T 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  did  not.    I  suppose  you  mean  just  at  that  time  T 

Qn^fHon,  Just  at  the  commencement  of  the  afi&ay  f 

Answer,  No,  sir :  I  did  not. 

Question,  Was  the  circnit  clerk's  window  in  front  of  you  or  behind  you  t 

Answer,  Behind  me.  Here  is  the  circuit  clerks  window — two  windows  (illustrating.) 
The  table  was  in  between  the  two  windows,  and  was  I  sitting  on  the  table  with  my 
face  toward  the  street. 

QuesiUm,  When  the  shot  was  fired  t 

Answer,  Oh,  no;  when  the  first  shot  was  fired  I  was  standing  right  by  Governor  Par- 
sons. 

Question.  At  that  moment,  when  the  first  shot  was  tired,  was  the  circuit  clerk's  win- 
dow in  front  of  you  or  behind  you  f 

Ansiper.  One  of  the  windows  was  to  my  right ;  the  other  window  was,  you  might 
call  it,  diagonally  behind  nie. 

Question,  Were  yon  facing  the  crowd  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  my  left  side  was  toward  the  crowd  of  negroes. 

Qu^tion.  The  court-house  was  to  your  right  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  the  crowd  of  negroes  to  your  left  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  stand  was  to  your  front  f 

Answer,  No ;  the  stand  where  Hays  was  was  abont  two  feet  from  me,  and  my  back 
was  to  it ;  and  the  negroes  were  around  behind,  extending  np  to  the  door  of  the  court- 
house. 

Question,  Then  the  stand  was  at  your  back,  and  distant  about  two  feet  from  yon  f 

Answer,  You  call  the  table,  the  stand  f  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  right  at  my  back.  I  was  a 
little  in  advance  Of  the  stand  toward  the  negro  crowd. 

Question.  But  your  back  was  to  the  stand  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  my  back  was  to  the  stand,  and  my  back  to  Hays  when  he  was  on 
the  stand. 

Question,  You  were  about  two  feet  from  the  stand  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  about  two  feet  from  the  table  they  were  speaking  from. 

Question,  You  heard  distinctly  the  report  of  the  pistol ;  do  you  know  from  what  di- 
rection it  cameT 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  except  that  I  knew  it  came  from  behind,  and  I  knew  very  well  that 
it  did  not  come  out  of  the  court-house.  I  knew  it  came  from  the  crowd  of  negroes  who 
were  collected  in  a  row  close  by  the  door— just  this  side  of  the  door  of  the  court-house. 
They  were  thick  all  around  there.  I  was  satisfied  that  it  came  from  there,  not  out  of 
the  court-house.    I  speak  of  the  first  shot. 

Question,  Did  the  first  shot  come  from  beyond  the  table  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  came  from  beyond  the  table  from  me. 

Question,  In  your  rear  T 

Anstver,  Yes.  sir.  ^ 

Question,  Where  did  it  strike  T 

Answer,  It  struck  just  about  two  inches  below  the  crotch  of  my  breeches ;  I  suppose 
about  three  inches. 

Question,  Between  your  legs  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  went  between  roy  legs. 

Question,  Then  it  must  have  come  directly  from  behind  ? 

Answer.  It  came  from  behind ;  the  bullet  hole  showed  so  in  the  pants  so  far  as  we 
could  ascertain;  and  I  know  it  came  &'om  behind  because  I  was  in  no  other  position 
that  4av  when  I  could  have  received  a  shot. 

Question.  Then  it  must  have  passed  under  the  table,  or  over  the  table  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  need  not  have  done  either.  I  was  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  table, 
abont  two  feet  from  the  table,  a  little  beyond  it,  between  the  table  and  the  crowd  of 
negroes,  two  feet  in  advance  of  the  table  toward  Governor  Parsons,  and  abont  a  foot  and 
a  half  or  two  feet  to  the  left  of  the  table,  toward  the  crowd. 

Question,  1  understood  you  to  say  that  the  table  was  directly  behind  yon  f 

Answer,  It  was  behind  me,  but  not  directly  behind  me ;  it  was  behind  me  so  far  as 
seeing  Hays's  maneuvers  was  concerned. 

Question.  The  fact  that  you  were  struck  became  known  to  you  after  tbe  matter  was 
all  over  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  did  not  know  that  I  was  struck  until  I  had  walked  across  the 
street  and  gotten  over  near  my  office. 

Question,  now  do  you  know,  then,  that  you  were  struck  on  the  first  firet 
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Answer.  That  was  the  only  firiDg  that  I  was  in  range  of;  and  the  only  one  that  ocndd 
possibly  haye  done  it  was  the  first  fire.  I  do  not  know  of  any  other  that  conld  bftTe 
done  it.  I  was  in  no  position  where  I  could  have  been  hit  afterward,  or  at  any  time 
before. 

QitesHon.  As  soon  as  this  firing  was  made  was  there  a  rush  into  the  oonrt-home  on 
the  part  of  a  company  of  white  men  who  were  there  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  hear  of  it.  There  were  a  good  many  people  in  the  court- 
house door ;  and  a  good  many  came  to  the  door  soon  alter  this  firing  was  oommeneed. 
The  negroes  were  all  round  the  court-house  door,  very  thick. 

Question,  How  lonz  a  time  was  there  between  the  firing  of  the  first  s^t,  and  the 
general  firing  from  the  court-house  windows  t 

Answer.  Not  long. 

Question.  Was  there  general  firing  from  the  court-house  windows  f 

Answer.  There  was  firing  from  the  court-house  door;  I  did  not  notice  any  ham  tli« 
windows. 

Question.  How  many  shots  were  fired  from  the  court-house  door  t 

Answer.  A  good  many — I  reckon  eighteen  or  twenty.  I  saw  men  holding  up  thfir 
hands  and  firing  into  the  air.  They  were  shooting  over  the  heads  of  the  negroes,  and 
hooting  and  hallooiug  as  I  thought,  just  to  see  the  stampede.  I  had  no  idea  aaybodj 
was  being  shot. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  There  was  hallooing  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  negroes  fall  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  at  every  firing  that  was  made  about  a  dozen  fell ;  I  knew  that  all 
of  them  could  not  be  stnick ;  the  yard  was  full  of  them. 

Question.  How  many  shots  were  fired  altogether  f 

Anmver.  I  cannot  make  any  estimate.  I  reckon  about  fifty  or  sixty  right  tliere  at 
that  time.  The  negroes  went  down  town  afterward,  and  there  was  shooting  at  tbe 
railroad  depot,  or  at  least  coming  up  the  street  from  the  railroad. 

Question.  Shooting  by  whom  T 

Answer.  Well,  the  negroes,  after  they  had  fired  back,  left  and  went  on  down  to  1^ 
depot. 

Question.  How  far  from  the  court-house  f 

Anmoer.  About  half  a  mile.  When  they  got  down  there,  they  rallied  and  they  came 
back  under  the  charge  of  a  yellow  boy  riding  on  horseback.  Down  there  I  heard  some 
more  firing  ;  I  heard  a  great  deal  of  firing  down  there.  Just  about  tiiat  time  the  Fede- 
ral troops  arrived ;  and  they  went  down  Prairie  street. 

Question.  Was  anybodjt  hurt  down  at  the  depot  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nobody  that  I  know  of.  I  heard  several  pistols  fired  down  there. 
The  negroes  rallied  to  the  number  of  about  two  hundred,  and  came  up  the  street. 

Question.  Is  there  among  the  white  men  in  Greene  County  any  effort  or  understand- 
ing by  any  means  to  intimidate  the  negroes  and  keep  them  from  voting  the  repnblitmn 
ticket  ?  * 

Answer.  None  in  the  wo^  that  I  know  of;  and  I  do  not  think  there  is  any.  I  have 
not  seen  anything  of  it. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  any  arrangements  of  that  sort  talked  oft 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  heard  of  such  arrangements.  I  know  that  it  is  not  so 
so  far  as  the  last  election  is  concerned. 

Question.  In  any  election  f 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  it  in  any  other  election,  because  we  have  never  taktti 
any  active  part  in  any  election  until  the  last ;  scarcely  any. 

Question.  Then  you  do  not  know  of  any  purpose  or  understAnding  oil  the  part  of 
anybody  to  intimidate  negroes,  and  prevent  them  from  voting  the  republican  tid^t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  known  persons  to  persuade  them,  and  beg  them  not  to  do  it— 
talking  to  them  reasonably. 

Question.  How  many  cases  of  whippings  of  negroes  have  you  heard  of  within  the  last 
few  years  f 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  cannot  answer  that  question.  I  have  heard  of  them,  bat 
I  do  not  recollect  a  single  one.    I  have  heard  of  several  being  whipp^. 

Question.  As  many  as  ten  T 

Answer.  1  do  not  know ;  I  have  heard  of  several  being  whipped.  I  thought  I  could 
eall  the  names  of  several,  but  I  cannot. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  negroes  being  whipped  by  men  in  disguise  at  night? 

Answer.  No,  sir:  I  never  heard  of  but  two  disguised  operations  in  the  conntv  in  my 
hfe ;  those  were  the  hanging  of  a  man  named  Sam  Colvin,  and  the  killing  o?  Bojd. 
Ihere  may  have  been  other  cases.    I  have  heard  of  several  cases  of  parties  coming  to 
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iiooses  and  whipping  negroes.    I  thonght  I  coold  mention  some  of  the  names,  but  I 
cannot. 

QM^ti4m,  Yon  say  the  negroes  in  Greene  County  now  belong  to  the  democratic 
party  T 

Atuwer.  I  say  they  voted  the  democratic  ticket  the  last  time,  and  I  believe  they  will 
again  ;  for  I  have  heard  a  great  many  of  them  express  themselves. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  they  will  vote  the  democratic  ticket  freely  T 

Jntwer.  Certainly. 

Question,  Of  their  own  will  and  accord  t 

Answer.  I  know  they  do ;  I  know  tbey  did  at  the  last  election  we  held  there.  The 
Federal  troops  were  within  about  forty  yards  of  the  p<dls,  with  their  arms  buckled  on, 
and  with  stacked  bayonets.  The  officer  was  there,  and,  according  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  our  election  laws,  no  one  was  allowed  to  go  within  twenty  feet  of  tbe 
pculs  except  the  men  who  voted  and  the  guard.  The  negroes  walked  up  and  put  their 
tickets  in,  and  they  were  counted;  and  the  vot^  of  the  county  was  counted  out 
democratic.  I  know  of  another  little  incident :  About  three  months  after  that.  I  heard 
it  rang  about  in  the  papers,  that  Greene  and  Sumter  Counties  had  been  carried  by 
fraud,  violeuce,  intimidation,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing.  I  was  persuaded  by  my  friends 
to  come  out  for  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  town  of  Eutaw.  I  am  looked  upon  as  a  pretty 
extreme  democrat  there.  I  did  so.  About  twenty-five  or  thirty  of  my  best  friends  were 
then  absent  in  Mobile.  I  used  no  undue  influence ;  in  fact  I  bad  nobody  to  electioneer 
for  me ;  and  that  office  had  gone  for  the  radical  party  by  over  three  hundred.  I  ran 
against  Mr.  Samuel  W.  Cockerell,  the  best  and  most  respectable  member  of  his  party 
in  that  county — a  good  man  so  far  as  I  know — and  I  beat  him  three  to  one.  My  object 
in  running  was  simply  to  convince  the  people  that  the  negroes  there  had  actually 
turned  democratic*  -Wo  ran  on  party  measures  and  party  issues.  That  is  a  little  cir- 
cumstance I  mention  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  I  believe  the  negroes  there  have 
been  truly  convinced  that  the  democratic  party  is  the  party  that  they  ought  to  be 
attached  to.    There  are  divers  reasons  I  could  give  for  it. 

Question,  Do  you  speak  of  the  counties  of  Greene  and  Sumter  T 

Answer,  I  cannot  speak  so  much  for  Sumter  as  I  can  for  Greene ;  but  I  believe  it  is 
the  same  in  Sumter. 

Question.  Is  the  case  generally  the  same  all  over  the  State  of  Alabama  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  it  is  all  over  the  State,  wherever  the  democratic  party  is  organized 
and  gets  proper  men  to  take  charge  of  them.  ^ 

Question.  You  mean  take  charge  of  the  negroes  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  by  *'  taking  charge,^'  1  mean  persuading  them  and  asking  them  to 
vote  properly,  and  telling  them  what  they  ought  to  do.  Tbey  have  received  advice  from 
divers  parties  for  a  long  time,  until  they  have  found  out  that  they  have  been  deceived  : 
they  tell  me  so ;  and  that  they  are  going  hereafter  with  their  old  masters — their  old 
friends  and  old  playmates.  That  is  the  sentiment  that  pervades  tbe  negroes  in  Greene 
County.    I  have  talked  to  all  of  them  ;  I  have  made  speeches  to  them. 

Question,  What  do  you  white  men  of  Greene  County  thmk  of  the  reconstruction 
policy  of  Congress ;  do  you  favor  it  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  say  that  we  favor  it.  We  have  no  opposition  to  it.  The 
people  of  Greene  County,  so  far  as  the  democrats  are  concerned,  accept  almost  every- 
thing. They  do  not  objeq^  to  it.  They  swear  by  the  constitution  that  was  imposed 
upon  them  by  Confess  some  time  ago ;  they  take  all  the  kkws  as  they  are  passed,  and 
there  is  no  disposition  on  their  part'  to  violate  any  of  them  ;  I  cannot  say  that  they 
favor  them.  They  abide  bv  them,  and  tbey  are  willing  to  adhere  to  them ;  and  so 
far  as  they  are  concerned,  tney  enfoi-ce  them  as  laws  of  the  country. 

Question.  Is  it  not  your  purpose  to  do  all  that  you  can  to  have  some  features  of  the 
congressional  policy  changed  :  for  instance,  the  provision  allowing  ne^oes  to  sit  upon 
juries,  the  universal  voting  of  the  negroes,  and  their  holding  office ;  I  mean  by  legal 
means? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  is  not  the  sentiment  of  the  democratic  party  of  Greene  County 
to  ever  disturb  the  political  franchise  that  is  allowed  to  negroes ;  I  mean  the  right  of 
voting  that  is  given  to  them,  or  their  right  to  sit  upon  juries,  or  to  binder  them  in  any 
way  from  being  regular  citizens  of  the  United  Stutes.  Nobody  there,  that  I  know  of, 
is  disposed  to  change  any  feature  of  the  laws  in  that  respect.  It  has  been  said  (and  it 
has  had  a  great  deal  of  influence  upon  tbe  negroes)  that  the  object  and  purpose  of  the 
democratic  party  was  to  put  the  negroes  back  into  slavery,  and  all  that.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  there  is  a  man  m  that  section  of  the  country  who  would  do  it  if  he  had  the 
power  to  do  it  to-day.  That  is  not  the  object  of  the  democratic  party  of  that  section 
of  the  country  ;  it  is  not  understood  to  bo. 

Question.  You  said  that  Mr.  Boyd  had  been  active  in  prosecuting  some  offenders,  and 
had  said  that  he  knew  the  names  of  parties  who  had  committed  outrages;  were  those 
outrages  committed  by  men  in  disguise  T 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of,  except  this :  in  the  case  of  Sam  Colvin,  that  I  spoke  of, 
Mr.  Boyd  said,  as  I  understood— I  never  heard  him  say 
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• 

Question.  I  want  to  know  more  particniarly  the  nature  of  tttt  oases.  What  weretbe 
charges  against  the  parties  whom  he  was  prosecating  f 

Answer.  He  was  not  prosecuting  any  one.  He  intended  to  proeeente.  He  said  be 
wonid  keep  the  grand  jury  in  session  six  months  unless  he  got  a  hill  against  them. 

0iestion.  What  were  those  parties' charged  with  f 

Anmoer.  They  were  charged  with  the  murder  of  a  man  named  Sam  Colvin. 

Questiati.  A  colored  man  T 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  alleged  to  he  in  disguise  f 

Anstoer  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  alleged  to  he  in  disguise  when  they  hung  him. 

Question.  There  was  anothcr^ase  in  which  there  was  a  hat  found.  What  was  the 
charge  against  the  party  to  whom  the  hat  was  supposed  to  have  belonged  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  saw  the  hat  myself;  but  I  heard  Boyd  say,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  half  a  dozen  persons,  *'  I  have  a  hat  that  belongs  to  one  of  the  marauders ;  and 
he  thinks  I  do  not  know  whose  hat  it  is.'' 

Question.  Were  they  in  disc nise  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know.  He  made  no  charge  as  to  who  they  were.  That  is  all  he 
said.    I  do  not  know  whose  hat  it  was  or  where  it  came  firom. 

Question,  Was  not  the  activity  of  Mr.  Boyd  directed  against  these  raids  by  masked 
men  f  Was  not  that  what  he  had  set  his  face  against,  and  what  he  had  avowed  his 
determination  to  prosecute  and  expose  t 

Anstcer.  Well,  sir,  he  was  the  attorney  of  the  county,  and  it  was  his  business  to  pros- 
ecute these  men,  and  he  ought  to  have  done  it  if  he  did  not.  I  only  give  these  in- 
stances of  his  having  used  these  expressions  in  public  as  tending  to  show  what  might 
or  might  not  have  caused  his  death. 

Question.  I  do  not  ask  about  tendencies ;  I  ask  whether  the  fact  Vas  not  that  he  was 
Ihen  actively  engaged,  and  avowed  his  purpose  to  continue  engaged,  in  the  work  of 
exposing  these  disguised  men  who  had  been  committing  depredations  in  the  vicinity  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  he  made  these  remarks  I  state;  you  can  draw  your  own  inferences 
as  to  the  parties  he  was  after.  I  do  not  know  particularly  that  they  were  disguised  men 
any  more  than  any  other  men.  He  was  affcer  other  parties,  I  suppose ;  at  least  he  ought 
to  have  been.  I  cannot  say  that  his  attention  was  called  particularly  to  disguised  men 
or  to  other  parties. 

Question.  1  understood  you  to  attribute  his  killing  to  those  open  expressions  of  his 
and  to  his  activity  against  offenses  committed  by  disgnised  men  f 

Answer.  I  did  not  attribute  it  to  anything ;  I  only  stated  what  facts  I  knew  in  re^rd 
to  iti  in  order  that  you  might  draw  your  inferences.  I  do  not  know  what  Boyd's  oil- 
ing arose  from.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  arose  from  the  fact  that  he  had  been  the 
murderer  of  young  Brown,  and  that  some  of  young  Brown's  friends  did  it :  or  I  do  not 
know  that  it  arose  from  the  fact  that  he  was  active  in  the  prosecution  or  these  men; 
I  do  not  know  what  causes  it  arose  from.  I  state  all  these  facts  in  order  that  yon  may 
draw  your  own  inference?. 

Question.  Was  it  not  a  fkct  that  the  court  was  in  session  at  the  time  he  was  killed  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  believe  it  was. 

Question.  Was  it  not  court  week  f 

Anstcer.  Oh,  no ;  I  reckon  not.    He  was  killed  on  the  31st  day  of  March. 

Question.  Was  your  court  in  session  at  that  time  f  « 

Afutoer.  No«  sir,  I  do  not  think  it  was.    I  am  satisfied  it  was  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qtiestion.  When  does  your  court  sit  f 
Answer.  Our  court  sits  in  May. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Was  any  grand  jury  in  session  at  that  timet 

Ansteer.  Oh,  no,  sir ;  the  grand  jury  only  sits  when  the  court  is  in  session. 

Question.  What  did  Boyd  mean  by  talking  about  keeping  the  grand  jury  in  session 
six  months  f 

Anstcer.  He  could  not  do  that.  We  only  have  a  term  of  the  circuit  court  there  inonr 
county  for  two  weeks  at  a  time,  and  he  could  uot  keep  the  grand  jury  in  session  any 
more  than  two  weekn.    That  was  an  ad  captandum  expression  of  his. 

Question.  I  supposed  you  might  have  some  peculiar  law  on  the  subject. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  nave  none. 

Question.  Then  his  threat  was  that,  at  the  next  succeeding  term  of  the  court,  he  meant 
to  do  all  these  things  f 

Anstcer.  Well,  sir,  he  meant  to  ferret  them  out,  I  suppose.  I  never  heard  tboM 
threats  myself. 

Question.  At  the  next  succeeding  term  of  the  court  there  was  to  be  a  grand  jury  T 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir ;  at  every  term  of  the  court  there  is  a  grand  jury. 
Question.  Boyd  was  killed  then  about  a  month  before  your  regular  session  t 
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Answer.  Tea,  sir ;  be  wm  killed  aboat  the  Int  of  April,  and  onr  oonrt  sits  in  May.   . 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  Boyd  had  brought  many  wituesses  before  him,  re- 
duced their  statements  to  writing,  and  gone  into  an  investigation,  preparatory  to  a 
prosecution  at  the  succeeding  term  T 

Answer,  No,  sir :  I  do  not.  I  do  not  see  how  he  could  have  done  it.  He  may  have 
snromooed  them  before  the  grand  jury.  He  had  no  right  to  call  witnesses,  unless  be 
called  them  as  prosecuting  attorney  before  the  grand  jury. 

QtiesHoH,  Might  he  not  nave  brought  them  before  him  in  his  office  and  privately 
taken  their  statements  t 

Anmoer,  I  know  nothing  in  the  world  about  that ;  he  may  have  done  it. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  You  have  been  asked  why  the  exaggerated  report  that  at  the  Eutaw  riot 
three  men  were  killed  and  fifty-four  wounded  was  circulated  afterward  over  the  coun- 
try. I  will  ask  you  whether  or  not  it  was  understood  by  the  democratic  party  gener- 
rally  that  the  report  was  circulated  in  an  exaggerated  form  for  the  purpose  of  exciting 
the  negroes  against  the  democratic  party  and  getting  their  votes  against  that  party  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  for  what  reason  that  report  was  circulated.  I  have  hcMurd 
that  something  to  that  effect  was  published  in  a  democratic  paper ;  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  or  not. 

Question,  I  am  not  asking  for  your  oWn  knoiyledge.  I  ask  whether  you  understood 
that  such  was  the  fact  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  generally  understood  about  there  that  it  was  a  fact  that  a 
number  of  them  were  killea  and  great  numbers  of  them  wounded ;  and  that  report 
was  put  out  there  and  circulated  largely. 
Question,  For  what  purpose,  as  you  understood,  was  it  so  circulated  t 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  for  what  purpose ;  but  we  understood  it  was  published  in  all 
the  radical  papers  in  the  State,  and  a  big  fuss  made  over  it.  I  do  not  know  what  was 
the  cause  of  it ;  but  I  suppose  it  was  to  have  some  effect  on  some  of  their  doings. 

Question,  Que  word  about  Boyd's  activity  in  carrying  on  prosecutions :  Sncxldy  had 
been  killed  before  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Snoddy  was  a  white  man  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Some  negroes  had  been  tried  and  sent  to  Jail  as  the  parties  who  had  killed 
himt 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  made  their  escape  t 
Anstioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  or  had  not  Boyd  failed  to  prosecute  the  negroes  who  had  killed 
Snoddy  T 
Answer.  He  had  failed.    He  did  not  do  it. 

Q^estion.  But  when  Colvin,  the  man  who  was  supposed  to  have  been  implicated  in 
killing  Snoddy,  was  killed,  Boyd  was  very  active  and  made  these  declarations  in  respect 
to  arrf3sting  parties  f 
Ansteer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  generallj  believed  in  your  community  that,  because  of  Boyd's  failure 
to  prosecute  the  murderers  of  Snoddy,  and  his  extreme  activity  to  implicate  parties  in 
the  killing  of  Colvin,  some  parties,  either  kinsmen  of  Brown,  or  implicated  in  the  kill- 
ing of  Snoddy,  killed  Boyd  from  private  motives? 
Answer,  I  believe,  myself,  that  that  probably  might  have  been  the  case. 
Question,  Was  Boyd  killed  because  of  his  politics  in  any  way  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  he  was,  because  he  had  no  particular  politics  that  I 
knew  of.    He  was  not  by  any  means  a  dangerous  man  in  politics. 

Question.  Inquiry  has  been  made  about  intimidation.  Have  negroes  seeking  to  vote 
the  democratic  ticket  ever  been  intimidated  by  the  loyal  leagues  or  by  other  negroes  f 
State  what  you  know  on  that  subject. 

Anmcer.  During  the  time  when  we  were  voting  on  our  constitution  we  tried  on  several 
occasions  to  prevent  the  negroes  from  voting,  and  we  tried  to  get  those  who  did  vote  to 
vote  against  the  adoption  of  the  constitution ;  and  the  Loyaf  League  and  those  con-^ 
nected  with  it  did  intimidate  those  who  were  desirious  to  vote  with  the  democratic 
party  at  that  time.  They  were  threatened;  they  were  fined;  they  were  supposed  to 
nave  been  taken  off  privately  and  sometimes  whipped  by  their  comrades,  for  voting 
the  democratic  ticket. 

Question.  According  to  your  knowledge  or  information,  was  it  generally  the  practice 
for  the  negroes  and  the  loyal  leagues  to  intimidate,  threaten,  and  even  punish  demo- 
cratic negroes? 

Answer.  I  am  perfectiy  satisfied  that  the  Loyal  League  maintained  its  ascendency 
down  there  for  so  long  a  time,  from  the  simple  reason  of  its  intimidation  and  threats 
over  negroes  who  were  at  first  induced  to  join  them.    As  soon  as  they  could  get  out  of 
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it-^as  soon  as  they  learned  that  tiiey  oonld  violate  the  oath  they  took  in  joining  it, 
without  being  thrashed,  or  fined  by  their  comrades — they  broke  up  the  league. 

Question,  Were  inducements  held  out  to  negro^  to  vote  the  repnblican  ticket,  by 
promises  of  land,  mules,  and  other  things  f    State  what  you  know  on  that  subject  t 

A7i9tB€r,  I  know  that  all  sorts  of  inducements  were  brought  to  bear  upon  the  negroes 
to  compel  them  to  join  the  radical  party.  t 

Question,  State  anything  you  know  in  regard  to  promises  of  land  and  mules. 

Answer,  I  can  tell  yon  from  what  I  know  and  have  seen  myself,  and  also  from  what 
negroes  have  told  me,  that  they  have  been  promised  lands  and  mules — forty  acres  of 
land  and  a  mule— on  divers  occasions.  Many  an  old  ne^ro  has  come  to  me  and  asked 
me  about  that  thing.  I  can  illustrate  it  by  one  little  thing  that  I  saw  on  a  visit  once 
to  Gainesville,  Sumter  County.  At  a  barbacue  there  I  saw  a  man  who  was  making  a 
speech  to  the  negroes,  telling  them  what  good  he  had  done  for  them ;  that  he  £ul 
been  to  Washington  City  and  had  procured  n'om  one  of  the  Departments  here  oertaiu 
pegs.  I  saw  the  pegs.  He  had  about  two  dossen  on  his  arm ;  they  were  painted  red  aod 
blue.  He  said  that  those  pegs  he  had  obtained  from  here  at  a  great  expense  to  himself: 
that  they  had  been  made  by  the  Government  for  the  purpose  of  staking  out  the  negroes' 
forty  acres.  He  told  the  negroes  that  all  he  wanted  was  to  have  the  expenses  paid  to 
him,  which  was  about  a  dollar  a  peg.  He  told  them  that  they  could  stick  one  peg  down 
at  a  comer,  then  walk  so  far  one  way  and  stick  another  down,  then  walk  so  far  another 
way  and  stick  another  down,  till  they  had  got  the  four  pegs  down  j  and  that,  when  the 
four  pegs  were  down,  the  negroes'  forty  acres  would  be  included  in  that  area ;  and  all 
he  had  to  say  to  them  was,  that  they  could  stick  those  pegs  anywhere  they  pleased— 
on  anybody's  land  they  wanted  to,  but  not  to  interfere  with  each  other;  and  he  would 
advise  them,  in  selecting  the  forty  acres,  to  take  half  woodland  and  half  clear ;  that 
nobody  would  dare  to  interfere  with  those  pegs. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  was  the  man's  name  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  his  name.  This  was  some  time  ago.  It  has  not  been  within 
the  last  two  years.  He  was  there  when  the  Government  was  collecting  the  couiede^ 
ate  cotton  in  Gainesville.    He  was  not  a  citizen  of  our  county. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  What  effect  would  that  have  on  the  negroes  T 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  the  negroes  bought  the  pegs,  and  he  made  about  two  or  three  hon- 
dred  dollars,  I  suppose,  in  less  than  two  hours.  I  am  satisfied  of  this,  for  I  saw  the 
negroes  buying  from  him ;  and  the  negroes  were  seen  afterward  knocking  about  there 
with  these  pegs. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  Did  any  of  them  set  up  their  pegs? 
Answer,  I  do  notknow  whether  they  dia  or  not. 
Question,  Did  you  hear  whether  that  peg  business  was  kept  up  long  t 
Anstcer,  They  did  not  keep  it  up  long.    I  just  give  that  as  one  little  infitanoa  Hot  the 
purpose  of  showing  how  easily  the  negroes  were  duped. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  that  a  political  meeting  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  a  barbecue ;  it  was  not  a  political  meeting.  This  man  TO 
showing  off  on  his  own  responsibility,  I  suppose. 

By  Mr.  Begk  : 

Question,  He  was  not  an  Alabama  man  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  was  a  man  from  up  here  somewhere.  I  cite  that  case  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  the  means  that  were  resorted  to  to  seduce  and  cigole  that  class  of 
people. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  the  fact  stated  by  quite  a  number  of  negroes  that  the  ne- 
gny^s  did  vote  the  republican  ticket  with  that  sort  of  promises  made  to  them  as  iudac«' 
ments  to  do  it  T 

Answer,  Well,  I  am  satisfied  that  they  voted  the  republican  ticket  from  no  other  rea- 
son than  because  they  could  not  understand  the  political  issues  of  the  day  at  that  ime. 
Men  would  take  them  in  their  loyal  leagues,  and  would  poison  their  minds  against 
their  old  masters  and  their  old  friends  by  telling  them  all  sorts  of  tales. 

QtiefUon,  My  question  is  simply  whether  you  nave  heard  negroes  say  that  they  wen 
promised  lands  and  mules  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have. 

Question,  Have  vou  ever  been  present  at  any  speaking  where  you  have  heard  white 
men  tell  them  sot 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  we  are  not  in  the  habit  of  going  to  their  sj^eakings.    I  do  not  le- 
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heye  that  I  ever  was  at  anv  speaking  where  that  direot  statement  has  been  made. 
Most  of  their  speakiu^  was  done  formerly  at  night  in  their  Leagues. 

Quettum,  The  disgnises  which  on  two  occasions,  as  yon  onderstand,  were  assumed  in 

'  the  county  of  Greene  for  the  purpose  of  doing  wrong,  have  been  assumed,  as  you  un- 

derstand)  not  as  a  part  of  any  organization  extending  beyond  that  particular  act,  but 

for  the  purpose  of  disguising  the  perpetrators  of  that  inaiyidual  outrage ;  is  that  the 

way  you  understand  it  f 

Answer,  That  is  the  way  I  understand  it;  to  be.  I  do  not  understand  it  to  be  any 
organization  of  that  sort.  It  must  be  in  that  way. 

Question,  Those  disguises  have  been  assumed  by  parties  as  the  means  (^  concealing 
themselves  from  detection  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  that,  if  those  men  could  be  caught,  they  could  escape 
punishment  by  reason  of  any  public  sentiment  favoring  such  proceedings? 

Answer,  If  they  could  be  caught  they  would  be  punished ;  I  know  they  would. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  understood  from  you  that  a  number  of  jiersons  charged  with  participation 
in  the  riot  at  En  taw  are  imder  indictment  in  the  United  States  court  at  Mobile  f 

Jfwrirer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  any  indictments  or  cljargcs  been  made  against  any  negroes,  either  in 
the  State  courts  or  United  States  courts,  for  taking  part  in  the  riot  on  that  occasionf 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  there  have ;  I  do  not  know  that  there  have. 

Question.  Throwing  out  of  consideration  the  question  who  is  responsible  for  that  riot 
or  who  ought  to  be  convicted,  do  you  believe  that,  if  the  negroes  are  responsible,  there 
can  be  a  fair  trial  against  them,  either  in  the  State  courts  or  the  United  States  courts  f 
On  the  supposition  that  they  are  indicted  in  either  the  State  or  United  States  courts, 
can  they  be  tried  there,  and  if  guilty  convicted,  or  if  innocent  acquitted? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  certainly  they  can.  I  know  that,  if  anything,  our  courts  there  are 
more  lenient  .toward  negroes  than  they  are  toward  white  men*  I  never  have  seen  the 
time  yet  that  they  did  not  have  a  perfectly  fair  trial. 

Question.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  persons  are  indicted  in  the  Uifited  States  courts, 
do  you  believe  that  the  law  can  be  executed — that  they  can  be  convicted  if  guilty,  and 
acquitted  if  innocent  f 

Answer.  The  United  States  court  sits  in  Mobile ;  and  the  law  is  bound  to  be  carried 
out. 

Question.  Then,  in  any  point  of  view,  whichever  side  may  be  in  the  wrong,  you  be- 
lieve the  laws  now  in  existence  a£ford  adequate  means  for  convicting  the  gollty  and 
acquitting  the  innocent  t 

Answer.  I  do:  that  is  exactly  what  I  mean. 

Question.  Ana  you  do  not  think  that  any  further  legislation  is  necessary  to  secure 
that  end  as  against  offenses  of  this  sort  T 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  that  no  further  congressional  legislation  is  ilecessary  to  carry 
out  those  ends. 

Question.  You  say  that  the  negroes  do  not  or  cannot  understand  the  issues  which  are 
presented  in  the  political  canvass  now  f 

Answer.  1  did  not  say  now ;  I  said  at  the  time  I  spoke  of.  Probably  now  they  may 
understand  the  issues,  not  perfectly,  but  better  than  they  did  formerly. 

Question.  You, said  they  did  not  understand  them  at  the  time  you  spoke  off 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  the  dupes  of  everybody  who  undertook  to  deceive  and 
cajole  them. 

Question.  Did  not  the  nesro  understand  that  in  the  contest  of  the  last  few  years  with 
reference  to  his  freedom,  the  republican  party  had  advocated  his  emancipation  and  his 
freedom,  and  that  the  democratic  party  nad  opposed  it  f 

Answer.  That  is  exactly  what  they  understood — that  they  were  freed  by  the  radical 
party. 

Question.  They  understood  that  T 

Answer.  That  was  the  only  idea  they  had  in  the  world. 

Question.  Then,  when  it  came  to  the  question  of  securing  them  their  civil  rights  in 
the  courts  to  the  same  extent  they  are  eiHoyed  by  white  persons,  did  they  not  under- 
stand that  their  enjoyment  of  civil  rights  had  been  advocated  by  the  radical  party  and 
opposed  by  the  democratic  party  ? 

Answer.  Their  rights  before  the  courts  t 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  No,  sir,  the  negro  has  always  had,  even  when  a  slave— 

Question,  I  am  not  asking  as  to  the  fact  whether  they  had  any  civil  rights  or  not : 
bnt  did  they  not  understand  that,  with  reference  to  conferring  upon  them  additional 
civil  rights  in  the  courts,  the  democratic  party  had  opposed  the  conferring  of  those 
rights,  and  the  radical  party  had  favored  it  T 

Answer,  They  were  taught  to  believe  that  the  radical  party  had  conferred  upon  them 
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the  right  of  voting  and  the  right  to  be  educated  like  other  people,  and  they  were  aim 
taught  that  the  democratic  party  was  inimical  to  those  things.  They  were  fsMy 
tanght  that  the  object  and  purpose  of  the  democratic  party  was  to  pat  them  back  into 
slavery. 

Question,  Did  they  not  understand  the  fact  that  the  radical  party  had  advocated  the 
conferring  of  civil  rights  upon  them,  and  that  the  democratic  party  had  opposed  itf 

Afunoer,  Yes,  sir:  they  understood  that;  those  were  about  the  only  propositions  tiiej 
did  understand ;  tnat  is,  they  were  taught  to  believe  them,  but  they  did  not  understand 
how  or  in  what  manner  it  had  been  done. 

Queaiian.  Did  they  not  understand  that  when  the  fourteenth  amendment  was  pro- 
posed, the  republican  party  advocated  a  restriction  uj^on  representation  unless  sufGrage 
was  conferred  upon  the  ne^ro,  and  that  the  democratic  party  for  that  reason  opposed 
the  adoption  of  that  amenmnent  f 

AnstDcr.  I  do  not  believe  they  ever  went  further  than  I  have  said.  I  am  satisfied 
that  they  do  not  now  understand  what  is  the  fourteenth  amendment,  and  what  is  the 
fifteenth.    They  may  have  heard  of  the  matter,  but  they  do  not  know  what  it  means. 

Question,  You  think,  then,  that  as  to  the  fifteenth  amendment  they  do  not  understand 
that  the  democratic  party  opposed  it,  and  the  republican  party  advocated  it  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  understood  those  amendments.  They  had  a  general  ide* 
that  the  radical  party  freed  them,  gave  them  the  right  to  acquire  an  education,  and  the 
right  to  vote ;  and  that  is  just  about  as  f ar  a&  they  could  comprehend  the  politics  of 
the  day. 

Question,  Is  their  change  from  one  party  to  another  in  Sumter  and  Greene  Counties, 
because  they  have  become  convinced  that  that  was  a  mistake  t 

Answer,  They  have  changed  because  they  have  been  convinced  that  there  were 
promises  and  other  things  which  have  not  been  carried  out,  and  that  the  democratic 
party  does  not  deny  them  any  of  those  rights.  They  are  satisfied  that  the  democratic 
party  does  not  deny  any  of  those  rights  to  them  now,  nor  desire  to  cut  short  any  of 
those  rights. 

Question.  Yon  think  that  they  remain  of  the  opinion  that  the  democratic  party  as  a 
party  was  in  fav^  of  continuing  them  in  slavery,  and  the  republican  party  took  the 
opposite  ground,  and  yet,  notwithstanding  this,  they  have  gone  over  to  the  democratic 
party  on  account  of  these  promises  which  you  say  have  not  been  carried  out  f 

Ansv>er,  No,  sir ;  my  bebef  is  that  they  are  satisfied  they  were  mistaken  in  the  repre- 
sentations that  were  made  to  them  that  the  democratic  party  intended  to  reenslave 
them.  We  have  sworn  to  them  hundreds  of  times  that  we  never  intended  any  such 
thing,  and  that  the  democratic  party  advocates  now,  and  desires,  that  they  shall  be 
educated,  and  does  not  desire  to  take  from  them,  the  right  of  voting. 

Question,  1  understood  you  to  say  that  you  have  never  heard  any  republican  on  the 
stand,  at  a  political  meeting  there,  make  promises  of  the  kind  to  which  you  have 
referred. 

Ansu^er.  No,  sir ',  I  never  have ;  I  never  have  heard  one  on  the  stand,  except  this  fel- 
low with  the  pegs ;  and  I  mention  him  simply  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  idea. 

Question.  He,  you  understood,  was  a  man  who  was  makmg  money  out  of  a  side  show 
at  a  barbecue  t  • 

Answer,  Not  a  show,  it  was  a  set  speech. 

Question,  There  was  nothing  political  connected  with  it  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 

Question,  When  was  that  barbecue  T 

Answer.  About  the  first  part  of  1866,  or  the  latter  part  of  1865.  As  nearly  as  I  can 
make  it  out,  it  was  when  the  Government  was  collecting  the  confederate  cotton. 

Question.  If  it  was  in  1866,  it  was  under  the  [government  established  by  President 
Johnson,  was  it  not  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  You  had  no  government  under  the  reconstruction  acts  until  1868  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  in  lBo8. 

Question.  Then  it  was  before  the  reconstruction  acts  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  believe  it  was. 

By  Mr.  Van  TRUkp  : 

Question,  You  have  stated,  in  reply  to  a  question  of  the  chairman,  that  while  a  nnm- 
ber  of  white  men  have  been  indicted  for  this  riot  at  Eutaw,  no  negro  has  been  indicted. 

Answer,  None  that  I  know  o^ 

Question.  Does  not  that  arise  from  the  fact  that  it  is  impossible  to  identify  indiridn- 
ally  the  ne^proes  who  were  concerned  in  that  affair  f 

Answer.  1  think  it  does. 

Questi/m,  You  found  it  impossible  to  identify  the  negro  who  shot  at  you  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  those  who  have  mixed  in  crowds  with  negroes  know  that  it  is  the 
hardest  thing  in  the  world  to  identify  negroes. 
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QueaiUm,  In  a  mixed  erowd  of  forioas  negroee,  firing,  it  would  be  impossible  to  iden- 
tify the  individaal  who  fired  any  particalar  shot  f 
Jnmcer.  It  would  be  very  hard  to  do  it. 

Qtiestion,  Is  that  the  reason  why  no  indictments  have  been  found  against  negroes  t 
Autwer,  1  do  not  know  that  that  is  the  reason. 
Question,  Would  not  that  be  a  sufficient  reason  T 
Afuwer.  That  would  be  a  sufficient  reason. 

By  Mr.  Biair  : 

QuesUan,  Who  moved  in  this  affair  to  procure  the  indictments  against  the  white 
rioters? 

Amwer,  Well,  we  knew  nothing  in  the  world  about  it — at  least  I  did  not— until  the 
United  States  marshal  came  up  there  to  arrest  certain  parties.  The  indictmente  were 
found  by  the  United  States  grand  jury,  which  sat  in  Mobile,  some  two  hundred  miles 
from  us;  and  the  first  intimation  we  had  of  it  was  when  these  indictments  came  up 
there,  except  in  this  one  particular :  this  man  Sam  Brown,  who  was  there,  swore  to  a 
warrant,  and  had  the  parties  taken  down,  in  the  first  Instance,  to  Demopolis,  and  there 
tried  before  a  United  States  commissioner. 

"Queation,  Is  it  not  understood  that  the  indictments  were  procured  by  radicals  ? 

Anaxcer.  Yes,  sir  j  there  is  no  doubt  about  that.  I  will  tell  you  the  way  some  of  them 
started.  This  man,  Sam  Brown,  a  radical,  made  an  affidavit  before  the  United  Sf<ates 
commissioner  at  Demopolis,  about  twenty-eight  miles  from  Eutaw,  and  had  the  parties 
carried  down  there.  Brown  left,  and  the  cause  was  continued  before  the  United  States 
commissioner  on  account  of  the  absence  of  witnesses.  These  parties  were  then  put 
under  a  bond  of  $2,000  to  appear  at  Mobile  on  a  certain  da^  to  be  tried. 

Question,  Does  not  the  fact  that  this  prosecution  was  instigated  by  that  party  ac- 
count sufficiently  for  the  arrest  of  the  white  men  f 

Anatcer.  Yes,  sir :  that  accounts  for  the  arrest  of  the  white  men.  I  am  an  attorney 
in  the  defense,  and  I  know  what  the  defense  is ;  and  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  the 
parties  should  be  indicted. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  How  many  white  men  were  engaged  in  that  riot  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.  There  were  probably  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  white 
men  in  town  that  day  j  there  were  three  or  four  drunk.  I  do  not  know  how  many 
were  engaged  in  the  riot. 

Queetian.  How  many  did  you  see  firing  t 

Answer,  Well,  I  ^idn't  see  any  particular  man  firing.  I  heard,  as  I  stated  before, 
about  forty  or  fifty  shots. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question.  How  many  negroes  were  there  t 
Answer,  Between  1,000  and  1,500. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Qusstian.  How  many  white  men  did  you  see  engaged  in  the  riot  T 

Answer,  Well,  I  did  not  see  any  white  men  engaged  in  it — not  one. 

Question,  Did  yon  not  see  any  white  man  fire  a  pistol  t 

Answer,  I  saw  white  men  standing  in  the  court-house  door  shooting  up ;  but  I  never 
saw  any  white  man  shoot  at  a  negro ;  and  I  did  not  suppose  any  of  them  were  doing 
it  till  after  the  thing  was  all  over. 

Question,  Whom  did  you  see  shooting  pistols  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  recollect  any  one.  I  was  sitting  on  the  table ;  and  I  do  not  recol- 
lect seeing  a  single  man  shoot  or  fire  a  pistol  that  day. 

Qvestion,  You  do  not  recollect  seeing  anybody  shoot  a  pistol  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  recollect  seeing  a  single  man  shoot  a  pistol  that  day. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  did  not  see  anybody  shoot  a  pistol  that  day  f 

Answer,  I  saw,  sometimes,  arms  sticking  out  of  the  door  and  tiring  from  the  door. 

Question,  Whom  did  you  see  standing  in  the  door  when  you  saw  pistols  fired  from 
there  ? 

Answer,  I  only  saw  arms  sticking  out.  I  was  sitting  on  a  table  looking  sideways. 
While  the  shooting  was  going  on,  my  attention  was  most  particularly  directed  to  see- 
ing the  negroes  run.  • 

Question,  And  in  the  whole  of  that  affair  you  cannot  say  you  saw  a  single  man  fire  t 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  cannot. 

Question,  Did  you  say  you  were  president  of  the  democratic  meeting  held  on  the 
other  side  of  the  (^rt-honse  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  J[  said  I  was  present  at  that  meeting. 

Question,  What  was  your  position  in  the  democratic  party  f 

Answer,  I  am  secretary  oi  the  central  council  of  the  democratic  party  oS  that  county 

Question,  You  had  been  present  at  the  democratic  meeting  f 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  had  been  at  the  democratic  meetiiig,  and  some  gentleman  was 
speaking  at  the  time. 

Question,  You  had  noticed  the  crowd  of  democrats  present  f 

Aftmoer,  Yes,  air. 

Question.  I  nnderstood  yon  to  say  that,  so  £ftr  as  you  observed,  no  strangers  were 
there  from  other  counties  or  States  7 

Answer.  There  may  have  been  straDgers  there,  bnt  I  did  not  see  them ;  I  did  sot 
notice  them j  there  may  have  been  several  there,  bnt  I  did  not  see  them. 

Question.  I  understood  yon  to  say  that  most  of  the  murderers  of  Boyd,  the  body  of 
the  crowd,  were  traced  to  Pickens  County ;  did  yon  say  that  T 

Anstoer.  No,  sir ;  I  said  that  the  grand  jury  of  Greene  County  made  a  report  to  that 
•ffect. 

Question,  What  did  the  grand  jury  find  as  to  the  remainder  of  the  crowd  T 

Answer.  The  report  of  the  grand  Jury  was  published  ;  I  say  the  grand  Jury  traced 
them 

Question.  Ailf 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  all,  or  half,  or  one-third ;  bnt  the  report  of 
the  grand  jury  was  that  they  traced  them  to  Moore's  Bridge,  which  crosses  the  Sipsy 
Ej-ver,  leading  into  Pickens  Coun|y.  f  • 

Question.  Did  the  report  of  the  grand  jury  convey  the  Impression  that  they  all  went 
there,  or  only  a  part  of  them  T 

Ansu?er.  My  impression  from  the  report  of  the  grand  jury  was,  that  they  all  went 
there ;  that  none  of  them  belonged  to  Greene  Countjr. 

Question.  You  say  that  yon  defended  old  Sam  Colvin  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir,  I  defended  him  in  regard  to  his  complicity  in  killing  young 
Snoddy. 

Question.  What  is  your  impression  as  to  where  the  men  who  hung  old  man  Colvlii 
came  from  f 

Ansujer.  I  do  not  know  where  they  came  from. 

Question.  Is  there  any  impression  that  they  came  from  Pickens  County  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of;  I  never  have  heard  where  they  came  from  j  I  only 
heard  the  old  man  waA  killed  by  disguised  men. 

Question.  And  Boyd  was  threatening  to  prosecute  those  men,  and  said  he  knew  some 
oftiiem. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  I  understood,  Boyd  said  he  had  no  doubt  who  some  of  them  were, 
and  that  he  intenaed  to  hold  the  grand  jury  in  session  six  months,  unless  he  had  some 
of  them  indicted. 

Question.  And  it  was  while  he  was  talking  in  that  way  that  he  waa  visited  and  killed  t 

Answer.  Not  while  he  was  talking. 

Question.  I  mean  about  that  time  f 

Answer.  These  things  are  attributed  as  causes  of  his  having  come  to  his  death. 

Question.  It  was  during  the  time  he  was  generally  talking  in  this  way,  or  shortly 
afterward,  that  he  was  killed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  supposed  that  those  declarations  made  in  public  had  something 
to  do  with  it. 

Question,  Was  it  soon  after  he  had  made  them  t 

Answer,  It  was  afterward. 

QuesUon,  Soon  after? 

Answer.  It  was  a  short  time  after ;  that  is,  it  was^jreported  to  be  a  short  time.  I 
never  heard  till  after  he  was  killed,  when  they  were  all  assigning  causes  for  it,  that  be 
had  made  them. 

Qwistion,  Do  you  not  think  it  probable  that  the  same  men  who  hung  Colvin  killed 
Boydf 

Answer.  I  have  no  idea  who  killed  Boyd,  and  I  have  no  idea  who  killed  Sam  Colvin. 

Question,  Do  you  not  think  it  probable  that  the  sa^ne  outlaws  who  killed  Colvin  kiHed 
Boyd  T 

Answer,  I  have  no  opinion  on  that  subject. 

Qu^tion,  Have  you  no  impression  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  no  impression.  K  I  knew  who  killed  Boyd,  I  could  probably  driw 
some  conclusion  as  to  who  killed  Colvin,  or  rather  whether  tiiey  were  the  same  parties. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q^etiion.  How  long  after  the  riot  at  Eutaw  did  Brown  make  this  affidavit  at  Demop- 
olisf 

Anmoer,  It  was  during  the  term  of  court — the  Ist  of  May,  or  a  short  time  afterward; 
no,  it  was  the  latter  part  of  the  term  of  court.  I  recollect  that  tl^se  parties  were  ca^ 
rieid  down  to  l>emopolis  during  ^e  session  of  court.  It  was  Saturaay  of  the  last  week 
of  the  court. 

Questi4m,  You  mean  in  May  last  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.   I  am  not  sure  as  to  the  time. 
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Que^Uon,  Was  not  that  the  time  they  were  at  Mobile,  before  the  ffrand  jury  t 

Angioer,  Tea,  sir ;  May  last  was  the  time  thev  were  at  Mobile,  and  the  making  of  the 
affidavit  was  about  five  or  six  months  before  that. 

Question,  Then  it  would  be  in  November  last  f 

Atmcer,  When  was  the  riot  t 

Question,  In  October ;  and  I  want  to  ascertain  how  long  after  the  riot  Brown  made 
the  affidavit  before  the  commissioner  at  Demopolist 

Answer.  A  short  time  afterward,  I  think. 

Question.  You  made  the  remark  that  after  that  firing  from  which,  you  snppose,  the 
hall  passed  tiirough  your  pantaloons,  you  got  on  the  table,  and  were  sitting  there 
amused  at  the  efforts  of  the  negroes  to  get  away  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  firing  of  whifh  you  have  spoken,  as  coming  from  the  door  of  the 
court-house^oing  on  at  ^at  time  f 

Answer.  Well,  a  part  of  the  time ;  they  had  started  it  and  stopped ;  about  twelve  or 
fifteen  shots  had  been  fired. 

Question.  You  did  not  consider  that  there  was  any  very  serious  riot  on  the  part  of  the 
negroes  to  indict  them  for,  if  yon  looked  upon  the  firing  as  an  amiisementf 

Anstcer.  Well,  sir,  I  had  no  idea  that  there  was  anything  like  a  riot.  I  just  thought 
that  it  was  a  general  stampede ;  that  some  drunken  fellows  had  got  up  a  fuss  for  the 
purpose  of  scaring  the  negroes  and  seeing  them  run.  I  had  no  idea  that  any  negro 
was  hurt,  till  afterward. 

Question.  Was  it  an  amusing  spectacle  to  you  to  see  half  a  dozen  men  firing  out  of 
the  door  toward  that  crowd  f 

Answer.  They  were  not  firing  toward  the  crowd ;  I  never  saw  a  man  shoot  toward 
the  crowd :  the  shots  were  fired  up  above;  they  were  firing  up  in  the  air ;  I  saw  thes« 
men's  hands  raised. 

Question.  What  was  the  shooting  for  t 

Answer.  Just  to  make  the  negroes  run,  and  to  scare  them;  I  had  no  idea  that  the 
object  was  anything  but  to  get  up  a  general  stampede. 

Question.  Did  yon  see  none  of  the  negroes  fall  as  if  wounded  t 

Ansicer.  I  saw  several  of  them  fall.  Nearly  every  firing  some«eight  or  t-en  or  twelve 
would  fall  and  roll  up  against  the  side  of  the  fence,  until  they  got  the  fence  piled  so 
deep  that  it  gave  way  and  felL 

Question.  Had  you  then  discovered  that  this  ball  had  passed  through  your  panta- 
loons? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  had  not  discovered  that,  and  I  had  not  discovered  that  the  negro 
of  whom  I  have  spoken  was  shot. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Did  not  the  legislature  of  Alabama  in  1866,  when  composed  of  men  who 
have  since  become  democrats — before  any  negroes  were  in  it,  and  before  any  carpet- 
baggers had  gone  there,  ratify  tlie  thirteenth  amendment,  declaring  slavery  abolished  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  that  amendment  was  ratified,  and  .the  negro  was  really  freed  in  Ala- 
bama by  a  democratic  legislature  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  not  that  legislature  granted  to  negroes  all  the  rights  that  white  men 
had,  including  the  right  to  testify  in  the  courts  f 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir.  they  had. 

QuesUon.  Was  tnat  a  democratic  legislature? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Tliat  was  before  you  had  any  republican  organization,  or  any  negro  voting, 
or  any  carpet-baggers  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  such  is  now  the  law  of  the  State. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesUon.  That  was  after  the  disjpatch  sent  by  President  Johnson  to  the  legislature 
of  North  Carolina  and  Florida,  statmg  that  they  could  not  be  admitted  under  his  policy, 
unless  they  ratified  the  thirteenth  amendment  ? 

Anstoer.  I  do  not  know  what  induced  the  legislature  to  do  it. 

Question.  I  aitf  not  speaking  of  the  inducement ;  was  it  not  after  that  dispatch  had 
been  made  public  that  the  thirteenth  amendment  was  ratified  by  the  Alabama  legisla- 
ture in  1866? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was.  I  do  not  know  what  induced  or  influenced  the  minds  of 
renresentatives.  I  was  a  member  of  the  legislature  at  that  time,  and  I  know  the 
thirteenth  amendment  was  adopted  unanimously,  with  the  exception  of  about  seven- 
teen votes  in  the  house. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  June  23>  187L 
Hon.  RICHARD  BUSTEED,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  You  are  the  United  States  district  Judge  in  Alabama  t 

Answer.  1  am. 

Question.  Does  your  district  comprise  the  whole  State  f 

Answer.  There  are  three  districts  iu  the  State )  I  am  the  Judge  of  each  of  the  dis- 
tricts. 

QuesiUm.  Please  state  the  knowledge  derived  by  yon  f^om  your  official  position  and 
your  residence  there  as  a  citizen,  as  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  the  security  of 
property,  person,  and  life  in  that  State. 

Ans:icer.  Do  you  mean  the  laws  of  the  nation  or  th#laws  of  the  State  f 

Question.  Either,  so  far  as  they  affect  the  security  of  person,  propei-ty,  and  life. 

Answer.  Of  my  own  personal  knowledge,  I  know  of  no  interruption  to  the  execution 
of  the  laws  of  the  State  or  nation  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

QuestUm.  Has  there  been  anything  to  prevent  the  full  and  Just  administration  of  the 
laws  in  the  Federal  courts  in  which  you  preside,  either  in  civil  or  criminal  cases. 

Answer.  Never,  except  in  one  ii^stance,  since  I  have  been  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Question.  WHat  was  thatf 

Answer.  The  attempt  of  the  State  auditor  to  disobey  an  injunction  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  in  the  middle  district,  issued  to  restrain  the  collection  of « 
tax. 

Question.  He  refused  to  obey  your  itgunction  t 

Answer.  He  disobeyed  the  injunction  under  the  direction  and  advice,  as  appeared 
subsequently,  of  William  H.  Smith,  who  was  then  governor. 

Question.  Did  you  attach  him  f 

Answer.  He  was  attached. 

Question.  Did  you  compel  obedience  to  that  order  t 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Then  the  law  was  executed  t 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  combinations  of  any  character  in  ^t 
State  which  either  prevent  the  execution  of  the  laws  or  interfere  with  the  persoual 
rightg  of  any  individual  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  whatever  on  the  subject. 

Question.  What  knowledge  have  you,  derived  from  your  position  as  a  public  officer, 
npon  which  you  can  place  reliance  sufficient  to  report  the  knowledge  to  this  committee  t 

Answer.  A  year  or  more  ago,  at  Huntsville,  in  the  northern  cUstiict  of  the  State,  an 
indictment  was  found  in  the  district  court  of  the  United  Stat-es  against  a  number  of 
persons  (I  forget  the  exact  number)  for  an  outrage  npon  a  colored  man.  That  indict- 
ment is  untried.  At  a  recent  term  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  St4ite6  in  the 
middle  district  of  Alabama,  two  indictments  were  found  under  the  enforcement  act 
of  1870,  for  alleged  combination  of  persons  to  harm  individuals.  In  relation  to  those 
two  last  cases  I  wish  to  say  thart  the  district  attorney  informed  me  that  one  of  them 
was  very  apparently  not  npon  political  grounds  in  the  least.  It  was  the  case  of  a 
very  outrageous  libel  published  by  one  man  against  another,  the  person  who  was  ao 
libeled  meeting  the  person  who  bad  libeled  him,  together  with  another  person,  a  negroi 
and  beating  him.  Those  are  the  only  official  cases  I  know  of.  Those  two  cases  are 
also  untried. 

Question.  In  what  county  did  that  case  happen  for  which  the  indictment  was  foood 
at  Huntsville  T 

Answer.  I  forget  whether  it  was  in  Madison  County  or  in  some  other  county  of  the 
northern  district. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  offense  charged  f 

Answer.  It  was  a  very  grave  one.  The  ill  usage  of  the  negro  was  of  a  very  aggra- 
vated character — exceedingly  aggravated. 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  treatment  inflicted  npon  him  f 

Answer.  Beating  him  and  assaulting  him  with  knives.  It  was  a  very  aggravated 
case  apparently. 

Question.  Was  it  a  case  arising  out  of  an  altercation,  or  was  it  conmutted  by  perBons 
in  disguise  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  which  it  was.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  case  except  as 
judge  of  the  district  court,  and  from  the  communications  made  to  me  by  the  then  dis- 
trict attorney  of  that  district. 

Question.  Does  your  information  enable  you  to  say  how  that  was  ? 

Answer.  It  does  not  now ;  I  have  no  such  recollection  as  enables  me  to  speak  of  it  at 
this  time. 

Question.  Have  you  such  information  as  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  Northern  Alabama 
as  will  enable  you  to  say  whether  there  has  been  any  interference  with  the  rights  oi 
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persons  or  property,  or  whether  life  has  been  taken,  by  combinatloDS  of  individuAls 
going  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  such  personal  information  as  enables  me  to  state. 

Question.  Have  you  any  such  official  information  T 

Ansiecr.  None. 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  that  you  can  give  to  the  committee  as  bearing 
on  the  subject  which  they  have  under  investigation — the  execution  of  the  laws  in  that^ 
State,  and  the  security  of  person,  property,  and  life  ? 

Answer.  I  have  nothing  but  an  opinion,  based  on  my  judicial  action  in  the  State,  and 
my  experience  during  my  residence  there. 

Question.  In  what  part  of  the  State  do  you  reside  ? 

Answer.  In  three  parts ;  at  Mobile,  at  Montgomery,  and  at  Huntsville 

Question.  Yon  preside  in  those  places  t 

Ansicer.  I  reside  there  as  well  as  preside. 

Question.  Have  you  three  residences  in  tlie  State  f 

Answer.  I  have  not  any  fixed  residence ;  I  have  never  been  able  to  satisfy  myself 
that  I  reside  in  any  one  part  of  the  State  as  against  any  other  part. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  either  witnesses  or  jurors  are  interfered  with  or  threat- 
ened in  any  manner  for  attendance  on  your  court,  or  for  the  discharge  of  their  duties 
there  ? 

^nswer.  Most  certainly  not. 

Question,  Have  you  recenily  held  a  court  at  Montgomery  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  was  the  foreman  of  the  grand  jury  there  f 

Answer.  A  Mr.  Perkins. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  him  f 

Answer.  Slightly. 

Question.  Is  Me  a  man  of  intelligence  and  respectability  f 

Ansicer,  He  is  a  man  of  apparent  intelligence ;  I  know  nothing  of  his  character. 

Question.  You  saw  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  at  court  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  make  any  presentment  as  to  the  occurrence  of  these  outrages  com- 
mitted by  persons  in  disguise  t 

Answer.  When  the  grand  jury  was  discharged  for  the  term  they  presented  their 
report ;  it  is  hardly  to  be  called  a  presentment,  I  think. 

Question.  It  is  not  a  presentment  naming  anybedy  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  it  find  the  general  fact  that  outrages  ha<l  been  committed  by  persons 
in  disguise  in  tho  northern  portion  of  the  State,  or  any  part  of  it? 

Ansicer.  I  think  that  upon  reading  it,  you  will  find  that  they  hardly  found  that  as  a 
foot ;  it  was  arrived  at  rather  inferentially  than  as  a  fact,  I  think. 

Question.  Did  you  charge  the  grand  jury  at  the  commencement  of  that  term  ? 

Answer,  I  did. 

(Question.  Did  j'ou  charge  that  they  were  required  to  find  any  information  of  this 
kind,  even  although  the  law  was  distasteful  to  the  people  f 

Ansicer.  I  did.  1  charged  them  that  the  action  of  Congress  in  respect  to  the  enforce- 
ment law  and  the  Ku-Klux  legislation  was  within  the  power  of  Congress,  and  that 
however  distasteful  laws  may  be  to  people,  they  must  be  obeyed. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  indication  m  the  public  press  of  the  State,  that  for  the 
discharge  of  his  duty  as  foreman  of  the  grand  jury  under  your  charge,  Perkins  ought  to 
be  the  subject  of  a  Ku-Klux  outrage  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  report  the  grand  jury  niade  was  not  warranted  by  the  circum- 
stances as  they  existed. 

Question.  That  is  not  .the  question.  After  the  discharge  by  Perkins  of  his  duty  as 
foreman  of  the  grand  jury  under  your  charge,  and  the  making  of  his  re^rt,  did  you  see 
any  indication  in  any  of  the  newspapers  of  the  State  that  he  would  be  a  fit  subject  for 
a  Kn-Klux  visitation  T 

Ansiver.  No,  sir.  There  were  proceedings  taken  before  me  by  the  district  attome/, 
Mr.  Minnis,  growing  but  of  an  article  in  tho  Selma  Times ;  and  an  application  was 
made  for  a  bench  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Sappold,  the  editor  of  the  Times. 

Question.  Is  tho  article  of  which  you  speak  the  one  in  which  these  sentences  occnr,  . 
referring  to  Mr.  Perkins  and  his  associates  f 

**Our  opinion  was  then,  and  is  now,  that,  if  any  hanging  is  ever  to  be  done  in  this 
section  by  Kn-Kluxes,  that  the  men  whose  names  were  attached  to  that  circular  would 
be  a  judicious  selection,  and  one  eminently  fit  to  be  made.  But  Mr.  Perkins,  esti., 
thongh  he  did  not  sign  that  card,  goes  to  Montgomery,  and  in  his  official  capacity  as 
foreman  of  the  grand  jury  of  a  United  States  district  court,  says  that  *in  this  district 
there  have  been  frequent  and  outrageous  violations  of  law,'  and  by  thus  speaking,  calls 
for  the  enforcement  of  the  infamous  Ku-Klux  billt " 

Answer,  I  think  that  is  tho  article. 
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Question,  The  article  from  which  I  have  just  read  appeared  in  the  paper  dated  H»i 
30,  1871.    Was  that  about  the  time  f 
Answer,  I  thiuk  it  was..    If  I  had  my  scrap-book  here,  I  could  tell  yon  accnrately. 
.Question,  Did  you  look  upon  that  as  an  incitement  to  outrage  aj^ainst  the  foreman  o 
the  grand  Jury  because  of  the  discharge  of  what  he  deemed  nis  duty,  whether  he  wa 
mistaken  in  lus  view  or  notf 

Answer,  My  recollection  of  the  article  is,  that  the  reference  to  the  hanging  by  Kn 
Klux  waii  referable  to  some  other  paper  which  Mr.  Perkins  ha<}  Signed  whue  a  reeideni 
of  Selma. 

Question,  State  whether  the  article  which  I  now  hand  yon  is  the  article  to  which  yo« 
refer.    If  so,  it  will  be  appended  to  your  testimony  T 
Answer.  (After  examinmg  the  article.)    That  is  the  article.    [See  pages  329,  330.] 
Question,  That  appeared  after  Mr.  Perkins  had  )Etcted  as  foreman  of  tne  grand  jury  in 
your  court  T  ^ 

Answer,  I  believe  it  did. 

Question,  Did  you  look  upon  that  as  having  no  tendency  to  interfere  with  the  admin- 
istration of  justice  in  that  court,  or  to  incite  to  the  commission  of  violence  upon  tha 
foreman  of  the  grand  jury  for  having  discharged  his  duty  f 
Answer,  I  did  not  so  regard  it. 

Question,  What  was  the  party  politics  of  Mr.  Perkins;  was  he  a  democrat  or  a 
republican  f 
Ansu^er,  1  really  do  not  know.  • 

Question,  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  party  character  of  the  paper  in  which  the 
article  referred  to  was  published  f 

Answer,  1  believe  it  to  be  a  democratic  paper ;  and  that  part  of  the  article  which 
speaks  about  the  hanging  by  Ku-KIux,  refers  to  an  act  of  Mr.  Perkins  which  had 
reference  to  the  Selma  people — some  document  or  other  which  had  been  pubhshed  op 
there.  * 

Question.  Is  there  any  state  of  public  sentiment  in  .that  part  of  Alabama  which  is 
calculated  to  interfere  with  the  execution  of  either  of  the  acts  of  Congress  you  have 
referred  to— the. enforcement  act  of  1870,  or  the  Ku-Klux  law  of  1871.T 

Answer,  I  think  there  is  a  very  decided  public  sentiment  against  them  both.  I  do 
not  think  that  public  sentiment  goes  to  the  extent  of  any  desire  or  attempt  to  inter- 
fere with  the  execution  of  those  mws. 

Question.  Have  you  yet  tried  any  cases  under  either  of  them  T 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  gave  a  construction  to  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  1870  upon 
an  application  to  me  as  a  committing  magistrate  in  the  middle  district.  I  gave  such  a 
construction  as  gave  effect  to  the  law  of  Congress.  I  held  that  the  law  was  intendefl 
to  embrace  every  combination  of  two  or  more  persons  to  do  any  iiyury  to  any  citizen 
in  any  respect  touching  his  life,  his  property,  or  his  happiness.  Subsequently,  when  1 
was  holding  the  circuit  court  with  Mr.  Justice  Woods,  at  Mobile,  the  same  question  in 
substance  arose  upon  a  motion  to  quash  iho  indictments,  if  I  recollecrt  aright.  Mr. 
Justice  Woods  concurred  with  me  in  the  view  which  I  had  previously  taken  of  the 
enforcement  act ;  and  he  wrote  and  read  the  opinion  of  the  couru  on  that  subject.  In 
charging  the  grand  jury  in  the  middle  district  at  Montgomery  within  a  short  time,  I  | 
reaffirmed  the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  this  legislation,  but  there  have  been  no  trials* 
of  indictments  found  either  under  the  enforcement  act  or  under  the  Ku-Klux  legisla- 
tion. 

Question,  We  understood  you  as  exp^^essin^  the  opinion  that  the  facta  did  not  justify 
the  finding  of  the  grand  jury  of  which  Perkins  was  foreman  f 
Answer,  The  presentment  you  mean ;  I  did  think  so. 

Question.  That  presentment  was  that  there  were  numerous  outrages  committed  Irr 

persons  in  disuse  against  citizens  in  the  northern  district  of  the  State  1 

Answer,  1  think  not.    I  have  the  presentment  at  my  hotel.  . 

Question.  There  is  a  qnotiition  from  that  presentment  in  the  article  already  refenned  j 

to?  j 

Ansu^er,  Well,  the  article  written  editorially  and  the  quotations  will  give  yoH  no 
idea  of  the  presentment  itself. 

Question.  What  was  the  general  effect  of  the  report  or  presentment,  whichever  you 
call  it! 

Anstcer.  It  was  rather  an  argument  derived  inferentially  from  what  did  not  appear 
before  the  grand  jury  than  from  what  did  appear  before  it.    It  was  rather  an  arga- 
ment  by  inference  than  a  statement  of  fact. 
Question,  Were  you  acquainted  with  the  testimony  given  before  the  grand  Jmy  f 
Ansu?er,  1  could  not  be,  of  course. 
Question,  That  testimony  was  known  only  to  them  ? 
Answer.  I  presume  so. 

Question.  Your  opinion  is  based  upon  your  want  of  information  ? 
Answer,  Upon  this  report. 
Qyestion.  I  speak  of  the  existing  state  of  affairs  in  that  portion  of  the  State.   You 
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s&icl  yon  had  not  information  which  wonld  enable  yon  to  speak  of  the  condition  of 
tbings  there  ? 

Anmeer,  I  have  no  information  that  enables  me  to  state  whether  there  have  been  any 
violations  of  law  other  than  those  which  have  been  presented  in  the  form  of  indict- 
ments in  my  own  court. 

Questwn.  The  grand  jury  spoke  from  testimony  with  which  you  were  not  acquainted  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  knuw  about  that. 

Question,  Yon  do  not  know  iipon  what  evidence  they  made  their  report  f 

Ansicer.  My  recollection  of  the  report  and  its  weakness  is  that  it  rather  arj^es  iufer- 
entially  from  the  absence  of  witnesses  than  makes  positive  statements  from  the  pres- 
trnce  of  witnesses ;  that^is  my  recollection. 

Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Was  that  patent  on  the  face  of  the  i>aper? 
A  nswer.  That  is  my  idea. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  Taking  that  view,  to  what  motive  do  you  attribute  this  article  suggesting 
that  these  persons  would  he  the  proper  subjects  of  a  Ku-Klux  visitation  ?  What  efiect 
do  yon  think  that  would  be  likely  to  have  upon  a  community  in  which  it  is  alleged 
there  are  bands  of  Ku-Klux? 

AwsiPcr.  For  my  own  part  I  pay  very  little  respect  to  tlie  vaporous  and  rabid  writings 
of  political  editors ;  I  have  very  great  contempt  for  them  myself;  they  have  no  influ- 
ence upon  me ;  I  cannot  snpjaose  they  intluence  other  people  very  greatly. 

Question.  I  am  not  asking  tor  their  influence  upon  you. 

Anstt^tr.  I  suppose  they  do  not  influence  others,  I  judge  others  by  myself.  I  snp- 
pose  that  gentlemen  of  education,  intelligence,  and  courage  disregard  with  great  con- 
tcmptuousness  such  publications ;  I  know  I  do. 

Question,  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  who  compose  the  class  called  Kn-Klnx, 
in  that  State,  if  such  exist ;  are  they  gentlemen  of  education  and  intelligence  f 

Aitittcer.  I  think  they  were,  sir ;  I  think  that  as  a  general  thing  they  were ;  those 
who  did  compose  such  organizations  I  have  no  doubt  were  gentlemen  of  education 
and  intelligence. 

Question,  To  what  extent  did  those  or^janizations  exist,  in  your  belief? 

Amu-er,  Well,  my  opinion  on  that  pomt  is  the  merest  matter  of  belief;  I  ifeliove 
that  they  did  exist  to  a  very  considerable  extent  in  the  northern  district  of  the  State 
at  one  time. 

Question.  How  long  since? 

Ansiccr,  Perhaps  a  year  and  a  half  ago. 

Question,  To  what  part  of  the  State  do  you  wish  yonr  remarks  to  apply ;  can  you  name 
th«  counties  which  comjwse  the  northern  district? 

Atistrer.  You  have  me  at  a  disadvantage;  I  cannot  do  it. 

Question.  You  could  with  the  map  before  you? 

Anwer,  Yes,  sir.  (Witness  examines  map.)  I  should  name  Landerdale,  Jackson, 
Franklin,  Lawrence,  Morgan,  Marion,  Winstor..  Blount,  Madison,  Calhoun,  and  there 
may  be  others.    I  do  not  speak  very  familiarly  about  it. 

Question,  Those  are  the  counties  in  which,  according  to  your  belief,  the  organization 
did  exist  a  year  and  a  half  ago? 

Ansioer,  <)n  the  assumption  that  they  are  within  the  northern  judicial  district,  I 
refer  to  those  counties. 

'     Question.  Did  the  organization  commit  any  violations  of  law  in  that  portion  of  the 
State? 

Ansicer.  Not  to  my  personal  knowledge. 

Question.  For  what  purpose  did  the  organization  exist,  so  far  as  your  information 
goes? 

An9v>er,  I  do  not  think  I  can  give  a  very  accurate  answer.    I  do  not  know. 

Question,  What  were  the  facts  which  impressed  npon  you  the  belief  that  the  Ku-Klux 
organization  did  exist? 

Answer.  The  fact  that  I  was  so  informed. 

Question,  And  was  composed  of  men  of  intelligence  ? 

Jnstcei\  The  fact  that  I  was  so  informed. 

Question,  From  whom  did  you  derive  that  information? 

Answer,  From  a  gentleman  resident  in  Madtsou  County,  at  HuntsviUe. 

(hiestion.  Who  was  he? 

Ansicer,  I  prefer  not  to  give  his  name.  I  have  no  doubt  he  was  entirely  eancoro  in 
giving  me  the  information. 

Question.  Did  he  speak  of  it  as  information  that  was  positive  ? 

Answer.  He  did. 

QHtsiion,  He  had  positive  information  of  the  existence  of  Kn-Klnx  f  • 

Answer.  He  had. 
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.  QuesiUm,  Unless  tbere  is -some  reason  of  pablie  policy  why  his  name  dumld  bd 
held,  he  is  the  very  geDtleman  whose  name  we  would  Uke  to  have. 

Answer.  I  caonot  give  his  name  nnless  I  am  eomp^ed ;  and  I  imst  I  shall  not  be 
compelled. 

Queslion,  Do  yon  decline  to  give  his  name  t 

Answer,  I  hope  yon  will  not  put  me  in  that  attitnde.  I  think  tbe  mformation  was 
confided  to  me  confidentially,  and  unless  there  be  some  reason  of  public  policy  re<|iiar- 
ing  it,  I  trust  you  will  not  compel  me  to  answer.    I  believe  what  he  said  to  be  trae. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  he  was  a  member  of  the  organization  hims^f 

Anstcer,  I  do  not ;  I  know  he  waa  not  i  but  he  was  a  southern  gentleman,  and  a  wma 
whose  opportunities  of  knowledge  were  very  good. 

QuesHoru  Have  you  any  objectuMis  to  stating  what  he  said  f 

Ansioer.  Not  the  slightest.  He  merely  stated  that  the  Ku-Klux  did  exist  in  tha 
northern  district  of  the  State,  and  that  he  had  seen  them. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Did  he  state  the  purpose  of  the  organization  t 
AnsvHT,  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Question,  That  was  the  extent  of  the  Information  he  gave  you  T 

Answer,  That  was  the  extent  of  it ;  and  aside  from  tnat  I  have  no  personal  knowl- 
edge on  the  subject  of  the  existence  of  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question,  Did  he  say  how  extensive  the  organization  was  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  he  state  whether  it  existed  in  each  of  those  coontieaT 

Answer,  No,  sir,  he  did  not  state. 

Question.  Did  he  state  how  many  members  were  in  it  t 

Ansicer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Unless  you  have  some  other  fiiet  bearing  upon  the  general  subject  of  inqniry, 
which  you  deem  it  proper  to  communicate  to  the  committee,  I  have  nb  further  ques- 
tions to  ask. 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  of  anything  that  I  can  on  my  own  motion  sug^pest  to  you, 
which  would  be  desirable  or  usefuL 

By  Mr.  Blau(  : 

Question,  When  were  you  appointed  jud^t 

Answer.  In  1863. 

Question.  By  whom  ? 

Answer.  By  President  lineoln. 

Question.  You  have  not  been  in  the  State  of  Alabama  aQ  the  time  since  yorcr  i^p^oint- 
mentf 

Answer.  I  have  not.  I  first  held  court  in  Alabama  in  November,  1865.  I  first  went 
into  the  State  in  July,  1865. 

Question,  Have  you  had  any  difficulty  in  executing  the  lawa  or  the  orders  of  tho 
court  f 

Answer,  Not  the  slightest,  except  in  the  case  to  which  I  have  referred. 

Question,  What  is  the  demeanor  of  the  lawyers,  jurors,  and  suitors  in  the  court  f 

Answer.  Always  respectfal — utterly  so  to  the  court.  I  choose  to  make  a  distinction 
between  the  court  and  the  person  who  fills  the  office  of  judge. 

Question.  Is  it  necessary  to  employ  the  United  States  troops  to  enforce  any  of  th»  or- 
ders of  the  court  f 

Answer,  Not  in  the  least. 

Question,  What,  in  your  opinion,  is>  tbe  condition  of  Alabama  as  respects  obedience  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  T 

Answer,  I  think  that  the  people  of  that  State  are  resolved  upon  obeying  the  laws  of 
the  country.    I  think  they  are  not  disposed  to  approve  any  violations  of  public  law. 

Question,  Do  ^ou  know  anything  in  regard  to  the  riot  at  Eutaw,  except  as  it  eomes 
before  you  officially  T 

Answer.  Not  except  as  it  comes  before  me  in  my  capacity  as  judge  of  the  circuit  eouii 
at  Mobile,  and  as  I  read  it  in  the  newspapers  of  the  State. 

Question.  There  had  been  no  trial  yet  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  those  cases  were  adjourned  upon  motion  of  the  Government  lor  the 
term.  The  Government  was  not  ready  to  try  them  when  wo  held  circuit  court  last  at 
lilpbile.    That  was,  I  think,  in  April  of  this  year. 

Question.  What  is  the'  character  of  persons  holding  office  in  the  State  ^  Alabama 
under  the  constitution  of  1868  f 

Answer.  Their  general  character  for  intelligence  is  not  good,  and  their  general  ohar- 
aoter  for  hqnesty  is  not  good. 

Q«««»*i<m.  Do  they  command  the  respect  of  the  people  of  the  State  f 

An»wer,  They  most  certainly  do  not. 
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QhcsSHoiu  Which  class  of  persoiiMn  the  State  suppliet  the  grea4;e6t  nmnber  of  criim- 
xuds,  the  -whites  or  the  bhicks  f 

Answer.  The  bhick  people.  They  are  the  most  ignorant;  and  ignorance  is  apt  to 
furnish  more  criminals  than  knowledge. 

Qiiettum.  Do  yon  know  anything  of  the  finandaf  condition  of  the  State  f 

AjunctT,  I  do  not,  except  as  I  read  it  in  the  newspapers  and  ia  the  reports  of  the 
niooey-market. 

Que8H9n.  Bow  d#e8  it  appear  from  the  report*  of  tbe  m«ney-markct  f 

Ait8uxt\  The  financial  condition  cf  the  State  of  Alahainais  rerygood  indeed,  mnch 
better  tbaa  it  was. 

Quesimn.  Better  than  it  was  at  what  lime  f 

Anstver,  It  is  better  to  day  than  it  Tvasdarijig  the  administration  of  William  H.  Smith 
as  its  governor,  a  great  deal  better. 

^ufstion.  Do  yon  know  anything  of  the  character  of  a  man  named  Eev.  Mr.  Lakiu  f 

Answer.  I  know  Mr.  Lakiii. 

i^uestien.  What  do  you  know  of  him  I 

Answer.  He  has  called  tipon  me  when  I  have  g<me  to  Huntsville  to  hold  court;  and 
thB.t  is  .about  all  I  know  of  him. 

Question.  He  made  a  ertatcment  here  rn  reference  to  yonr  conrt.  He  was  speaking  of 
parties  who  had  been  identified  and  indicted  befiore  the  United  Btates  conrt  at  Hunts- 
ville  under  the  civil-rigbte  bilL    I  will  read  a  jiiart  of  his  cxaminatiou  : 

"  By  Mr.  SxEVENeox : 

"  QuestUm.  Have  they  been  tried  yet  T 

"  Attsfver.  No,  eit.  There  never  has  been  one  of  them  tried  in  that  conrt.  I  think 
there  were  some  thirty-three  iiKlictments,  as  1  learned  fsom  the  foreman  of  the  grand 
jury,  .and  fmsn  one  of  his  oolleaci^uos ;  .and  seven  of  those  indictments  were  for  man- 
filaugiiter  iU3d  mnrder  in  the  first  degree." 

"Were  there  thirty-three  indictments  in  jour  couit,  a,nd  ser^n  of  them  for  man- 
slaughter and  murder  f 

Ajtewe)'.  Oh,  ao,  sir;  aothing  of  the  kind.  , 

'Question.  Then  that  atatement  is  iaise  ? 

Anstcer,  Well,  it  ia  not  the  fact. 

i^uestion^  He  says  tliat  of  all  thoee  thirty-throe  persons  indktod,  but  two  had  been  ar- 
rested, altiiouj^h  seven  of  them  were  murderers,  And  that  the  two  arrested  were  ai'- 
rested  for  illicit  diKtilling.    Is  that  statement  true  ? 

Answer.  I  «boald  think  not.  I  Am  not  the  district  attorney,  and  I  jam  iiot  the  mar- 
«ihaL  I  can  only  speak  from  such  knowledge  as  ivould  uauirally  come  to  me  as  judge ; 
I  do  oot  know  anything  ab«ut  it^  bat  £  do  not  think  it  can  be  true. 

By  tko  CHAiRMAXi 

Question,  The  question  which  has  been  asked  is  whetlner  the  facts  stated  are  trao : 
not  whether  it  is  true  that  Charlton  stated  them  to  Lakin. 

Answer.  i4o  iM>t  think  the  facts  can  poftsihly  be  as  stated.;  I  think  if  so  they  would 
C4?rtainly  have  come  to  my  knowledge. 

By  Mr.  Blair  t 

Question.  If  there  had  been  thirty-three  indictments  lound  in  your  court  nmk-r  the 
•civil-rights  bill,  and  .seven  for  maualau&;hter  ikud  murder,  is  it  not  a.  very  striking  fact^ 
which  would  come  to  your  knowledge  i 

A)i*wcr.  I  think  it  cert;xiuly  would  have  come  to  my  kiwwledgo ;  it  would  have  been 
V  ery  extraordinary  if  i t  had  npt.  The  thtm  district  attorney  waaA  zealous,  fiiithf ul  offi- 
<;er,  and  my  relations  with  him  were  those  of  persopal  kindjae»s  and  ixee  iutcrcourKe. 

Question.  As  this  is  an  entirely  new  class  of  cnses^  in  which  the  court  betbre  had  no 
Jarisdiction,  the  finding  of  so  large  a  nnmber  of  indictmentiS,  and  for  crimes  so  grave 
xi8  m^LDslaughter  and  murder,  could  not,  under  the  ciioumstanoes,  have  escaped  your 
.attention? 

Ansiotr.  I  think  not;  I  think  it  would  liave  been  impossible. 

Question.  I  read  also  from  the  testiauony  of  Mr.  L^ukiu,  the  following: ''  Before  Judge 
Charlton  reache<l  his  Iiomc  in  Summerville  he  was  clandestinely  mnrdercdf  in  Decatur, 
in  the  night,  seven  buckshot  entering  his  body."    Do  you  kno-w  anything  about  that  ? 

AJISW&:  1  ki>ow  that  he  was  murdered  ;  but  as  I  nmlerstand  the  tJact,  it  was  rot  on 
iiis  retum  from  doing  duty  as  a  grand  jUBor.  The  court  had  adjourned.  Judge  Charl- 
-ton  iiad  been  into  auotlM^r  «Statc ;  ho  took  the  train  d'  cars  for  Decatur,  and  was  going, 
jas  I  am  inibrmed,  to  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Hinds  in  Decatur,  when  he  was  murdered  in 
the  way  describwL 

Question.  Is  it  known  for  what  he  was  mnrdeicdf 

Anstver.  There  are  two  theories  upon  that  sabject.  He  was  a  very  csoellent  foreman 
of  a  ^and  jury,  and  appeared  to  bo  a  very  desirable,  good  citizen.  There  are  .two 
tJaeyics  as  to  the  nxanner  of  his  death,    lliere  is  a  theory  that  his  acting  upon  the 
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grand  Jury  made  bim  obDOxiotis  to  some  persons  ;^nd  there  is  a  theory  that  be  was 
one  of  two  clans  in  the  neighborhood  that  were  constantly  at  war  one  with  another. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Q^uestion.  What  sort  of  clans  f 

Answer.  I  mean  arising  out  of  private  family  fends. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

QiiestUm.  Was  he  foreman  of  the  grand  jury  of  the  United  Statescourt  at  Huntsville  ? 
Angwer.  He  was. 

By  Mr.  Blajr  : 

Question.  The  statement  is :  "  Before  Judge  Charlton  reached  his  home  in  Sammer- 
ville  he  was  clandestinely  murdered  in  Decatur,  in  the  night." 

Answer.  If  that  statement  is  intended  to  convey  the  impression  that  his  murder  took 
place  upon  his  return  from  executing  his  duties  as  foreman  of  the  grand  jury,  it  is  an 
error,  as  I  am  informed  and  believe.    I  have  no  personal  knowledge  on  the  subject. 

Queslion.  I  read  further  fi*om  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Lakiu : 

"  By  Mr.  Pool  : 

"  Qnestion.  Have  any  of  those  parties  who  were  indicted  at  that  time  been  arrested  at 
allT 

^'  Answer.  No,  sir.  Their  names  are  not  on  the  marshaPs  books  at  all.  There  have 
been  no  capiases  issued,  and  consequently  no  arrests  and  no  triad. 

*•  By  Mr.  Blair  : 

"  QiiestUm.  This  was  in  the  United  States  court  t 
^^  Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

*'  By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

"  Question.  How  long  ago  T 

"  Anstver.  A  year  ago  last  fall. 

"  Question.  Do  you  know  the  reason  why  they  have  not  been  prosecuted  f 

**  Answer.  I  think  our  courts  in  Alabama  are  a  farce ;  not  only  a  farce,  but  a  mockery- 

**  Question.  The  Unite<l  States  courts  f 

"  Answer.  I  think  all  of  them  put  together  are." 

The  Chairman.  It  is  proper  to  remark  that  Mr.  Lakiu  appeared  afterward  and  made 
an  explanation  of  that  part  of  the  testimony. 

Mr.  Hlaui.  What  was  his  explanation  f 

The  Chairman.  It  is  on  page  103  of  the  testimony.    I  will  read  it: 

**  Question.  You  have  expressed  a  wish  to  me  to  make  an  explanation  of  a  statemenl 
which  you  gave  in  your  testimony  yesterday  regarding  the  courts  of  Alabama.  You 
may  now  go  on  and  make  whatever  explanation  yon  wish  on  that  subject. 

*'  Answer..  I  wish  to  say  this  :  I  in  tended,  in  what  1  said,  no  reflection  upon  the  judges 
of  the  coui'ts.  I  am  not  a  lawyer ;  but  on  mature  reflection  I  am  of  the  opinion  that, 
in  legal  parlance,  what  is  meant  by  the  t^^rm  ^  court '  is  the  presiding  judge.  I  had 
no  intention  of  casting  any  reflection  upon  the  judges  of  the  courts.  I  know  most  of 
the  judges  in  Alabama,  and  am  very  intimate  with  some  of  them.  I  regard  tliem  as 
above  suspicion,  meu'of  finele^al  abilities,  and  I  know  the  earnest  and  persevering  efforts 
they  have  made  to  bring  criminals  to  justic*'.  My  remark  was  based  upon  this  fact : 
That  in  regard  to  all  of  the  murders  and  outrages  that  1  have  known  in  Northern  Ala- 
bama 1  have  not  known  of  one  person  brought  to  justice  and  punished.  The  judges 
have  delivered  very  able  and  pointed  charges  to  the  grand  juries,  but  somehow  crimi- 
nals have  slipped  through  the  courts  unwhipped  of  justice.  When  I  said  that  our 
courts  weit?  a  farce  I  had  no  reference  whatever  to  the  judges ;  I  simply  meant  that 
there  was  a  system  of  influences,  or  something  of  that  sort,  which  has  enabled  crimi- 
nals to  escape  unwhipped  of  justice  ;  that  is  my  meaning  exaetly.** 

Mr.  BL.MR.  I  was  not  present  when  he  made  that  explanation.  I  was  struck  by  hi* 
first  statement  on  the  subject,  and  also  by  the  statement  to  which  I  have  drawn  the 
attention  of  Judge  Busteed,  in  reference  to  the  number  of  indictments  in  the  United 
8tates  courts.  I  knew  it  was  impossible  that  indictments  to  that  number  under  that 
law  and  for  such  grave  oftenses  could  have  been  found  without  the  judge  knowing  it- 

Ansiccr.  The  indictment  in  the  northern  district  to  which  I  have  referred  as  nntrkd 
was  )>oHti>onod,  by  consent  of  the  district  attorney,  at  the  last  session  of  the  court  in 
Huntsville,  which  was  also  in  April  of  this  year.  The  court  has  always  been  ready  to 
try  the  indictments. 

By^Mr.  Blair  : 

Q,u€8ti6n.  Do  you  know  Senator  Warner  T 

Answer.  I  do,  slightly. 

(lucBtion.  Was  he  ever  summoned  to  serve  as  a  juror  in  your  oourt  t  0 
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Annen,  He  was. 

Qwestion,  Did  he  excnso  himself  from  service  t 

Answer,  Ho  did. 

Question.  What  was  the  ground  of  his  excuse  t 

Ansiver.  That  he. was  a  member  of  the  senate  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

QuGftUm,  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  My  recollection  of  dates  is  exceedingly-  poor.  I  think  it  was  in  18j57 ; 
although  I  would  bo  unwilling  to  state  it  with  any  degree  of  positiveness. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  indictments  in  the  district  courts  of  Alabama  for  the 
violation  of  the  election  law  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  any  such  indictment  exists  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
there.  The  only  cases  I  recollect  are  those  I  have  already  referred  to,  the  case  at 
Hnntsville,  the  two  cases  in  which  indictments  were  recently  found  by  the  grand  jury 
at  Montgomery,  and  the  cases  grbwing  out  of  the  disturbance  at  Eutaw,  which  were 
postpoDod  at  the  circuit  court  in  Mobile. 

Question.  At  whose  instance  were  those  cases  postponed  T 

Answer.  At  the  instance  of  the  defendants,  but  upon  the  necessities  of  the  Government. 
The  Government  was  not  ready  to  try  them,  and  the  court  was  of  the  opinion  that 
the  defendants  ought  not  to  be  longer  held;  that  they  .were  entitled  to  either  post- 
X>02iement  or  a  triaL 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Qttestlon.  You  have  a  law  in  Alabama  to  that  eflfcot  f 

Anstver.  I  do  not  know  about  the  State  law.  At  all  events,  the  coirrt  was  clearly  of 
the  opinion  that  they  must  either  bo  tried  or  their  cases  be  postponed,  for  it  was  un- 
willing to  h<dd  the  defendants  there  at  the  mere  will  of  the  Government  for  any  pur- 
pose. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qitestion.  To  what  time  were  these  postponed? 
Answer.  Till  the  fall  term  of  the  circuit  court  at  Mobile. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  The  Government  wanted  a  postponement  till  a  later  day  in  the  term  T 

Ansiver.  It  asked  that. 

Question.  At  the  t<jrm  spoken  of,  about  a  year  ago,  do  you  know  how  many  informa- 
tions or  presentments  to  the  grand  jury  were  made  out  t  I  do  not  mean  bills  actually 
found,  but  cases  presented  to  the  grand  jury. 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  were  more  than  two;  that  is  my  recollection- 

Question.  I  mean  of  all  criminal  cases. 

Answer.  I  speak  of  criminal  cases  arising  under  the  enforcement  act. 

Question.  I  speak  of  all  cases. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  ^ 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuesiioT*.  There  could  not  be  any  other  criminal  cases  except  for  violation  of  the 
revenue  la-vVst 
Answer.  Only  violations  of  the  revenue  laws. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

^     Question.  I  speak  of  all  cases. 

Answer.  There  were  not  many ;  I  do  not  recollect  the  number. 

By  Mr.  15lair  : 

Question.  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  a  statement  of  Mr.  LaLin,  referring  dis- 
tinctly to  this  class  of  cases :  "  Answer.  It  was  reported  that  they  were  all  indicted. 
It  was  before  the  United  States  court  under  the  civil-rights  bUl." 

Answer.  That  statement  is  exceedingly  wild — ^nothing  could  be  much  wilder. 

QuJbsiion.  What  in  your  judgment  is  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Alabama,  as  to  the 
execution  of  the  laws  generally,  and  as  to  the  protection  of  life,  liberty,  and  property 
in  the  State  f 

Ansuxr.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  life  and  property  are  just  ns  safe  to-day  in  Alabama 
as  they  are  iu  any  of  the  other  States  of  the  Union.  I  think  there  has  been  a  very 
marked  change  in  these  respects  since  the  inauguration  of  the  present  governor  of  the 
State.  While  William  IL  Smith  was  governor  of  the  State,  I  complained  with  a  great 
deal  of  bitterness,  in  a  long  letter  which  I  wrote*to  Seqfktor  Spencer,  as  to  the  want  of 
protection  to  life  and  person ;  but  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  life  and  property  are  as  safe 
m  Alabama  to-day  as  they  are  anywhere. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
•  Question,  Mr.  Lakin  in  his  testimony  says  that  he  is  not  a  lawyer.    He  says,  '*  It  was 
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reported  that  they  were  all  iDdicted.'^  Ho  also  says,  **  I  think  there  were  some  t^rtj- 
three  indictments,  as  I  learned  from  the  foreman  of  the  grand  jary  and  from  one  of  lus 
colleagues."  Do  yon  know  whether  the  grand  jury  had  as  many  as  thirty-three  of 
this  class  of  cases  under  investieation  f 

Ansioer,  I  have  no  idea  that  they  had. 

Question.  Did  they  have  any  under  investigation  T 

Answer.  They  must  have  had,  hecause  there  was  one  indictment  found. 

Question,  Is  it  not  possible  that  Mr.  Lakin,  being  as  he  states,  no  lawyer,  may  have 
mistaken  an  investigation  before  the  grand  jury  for  an  indictment  t 

Anstcer,  I  think  not.  Mr.  Lakin  is  a  preacher,  and  he  is  a  man  apparently  of  cer- 
tainly ordinary  intelligence  and  capacity. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 

Quettion.  What  is  Mr.  Lakin's  general  character  in  the  community  T 

An8W€t\  I  do  not  know,  sir.    I  concern  myself  very  little  with  the  general  repotstioB 

of  any  person ;  very  little  indeed ;  not  at  all.    I  resist  with  very  great  industry  any 

scandal.    I  have  done  so  all  my  life,  and  propose  to  do  so. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Is  he  not  understood  to  be  pretty  wild  in  his  imagination  in  regard  to  laets  T 

Anstcer,  Those  statements  read  to  me  by  ]^Ir.  Senator  Blair  are  exceedingly  wild.  Mr. 
Lakin  has  been  before  yon,  and  you  are  all  judges  of  humaa  character.  He  is  a  man 
that  talks  a  great  deal. 

Mr.  Blaih.  We  want  this  testimony,  not  simply  for  our  own  information,  but  for  the 
information  of  others. 

Answer,  He  is  possibly  a  man  who  makes  statements  without  as  much  attention  to  a 
basis  for  them  as  mi^ht  sometimes  be  desired.  I  should  judge  that  from  the  conver- 
sations he  has  had  with  me  when  he  has  called  upon  me  at  Huntsville. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Why  have  not  those  indictments  other  than  for  tl^e  Eutaw  riot  been  tried'T 

Answer.  You  refer  to  the  one  at  Huntsville,  and  the  other  two  at  Montgomery  f 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  The  one  at  Huntsville  has  not  been  k*iod,  because  it  was  postponed  by  eon- 
sent  of  the  United  States  district  attorney  and  the  persons  appearing  for  the  defensa 
The  two  cases  at  Montgomery  have  not  been  tried  •  because  the  indictments  have  just 
been  found ;  they  are  not  two  months  old.  These  indictments  were  found  under  the 
construction  I  gave  to  the  enforcement  act  of  Congress. 

Question.  Did  the  grand  jury  in  the  publication"  to  which  you  have  referred— that 
report  made  to  the  court  or  whatever  it  may  be  called — complain  that  they  could  not 
get  witnesses  before  them  T 

Anstcer,  1  prefer  to  speak  of  that  report  with  a  copy  of  it  before  mo.  I  do  not  think 
my  memory  of  its  contents  sufficiently  accurate  to  enable  me  to  speak  of  it. 

Question,  Yon  have  that  report  at  your  hotel  t 

Aliswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  any  objections  to  furnishing  it  to  the  committee  T 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  could  also  furnish,  if  desired,  the  proceedings  upon  the' application 
of  the  district  attorney  for  a  bench  warrant  against  the  editor  of  the  Selma  newspaper 
and  the  answer  which  was  tiled  to  a  rule  nisij  which  I  granted  instead  of  a  bench  war- 
rant, and  the  opinion  of  the  court  which  I  delivered  upon  the  application  itself. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  Is  the  rei)ort  of  the  grand  jury  a  part  of  those  proceedings  or  is  it  a  sepa- 
rate paper  f 
Ansu^er,  1  have  it  separately  and  can  furnish  it  if  you  desire  it. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
I  desire  that  the  rex>ort  should  accompany  this  evidence.    [See  page  330.] 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Have  any  of  these  Ku-Elux  outrac:es,  so  far  as  you  havo  heard,  been  com- 
plained of  since  the  change  of  administration  in  the  State  j^ovemment  f . 

AKSicer,  My  impressions  are  that  there  have  been  some  smce.  That  is  my  geneial 
recollection  of  the  newspaper  reports. 

Question.  Havo  the  perpetrators  of  any  of  them  been  brought  to  justice! 

An8U?er,  I  do  not  know,  sir.  ^ 

Question.  Had  any  been  befolo  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  So  far  as  regards  that  class  of  outrages,  has  there  not  existed  under  aH 
administrations  the  difficulty  of  tinding  out  the  guilty  parties  and  identifying  thcmf 

Anstccr,  1  think  that  difficulty  has  existed. 
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^u/isHwi,  Haa  it  be«n  removed  l>y  any  change  of  administration  ? 

AnstDcr,  I  think  the  only  remedy  that  has  been  found  is  the  legislation  of  Congress 
and  the  iuvesting  of  the  national  courts  ^ith  jurisdiction  of  the  ciinics  committed  by 
combinations  of  persons. 

Question.  Up  to  this  time  has  there  been,  so  far  as  you  know,  any  conviction  in  cither 
the  State  or  the  Federal  courts  for  what  is  jwpularly  known  there  as  a  Ku-Klux 
outrage  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  State  courts  at  all.  There  have  been 
none  in  the  Federal  courts. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Questum,  Have  you  a  copy  of  your  charge  to  the  grand  jury  at  Huntsvillo  t 
Answer.  I  have  it  at  my  hotel. 

Question.  Please  send  us  a  copy  that  it  may  bo  made  a  part  of  your  testimony.  [Wit- 
ness did  not  furnish  the  document.] 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Has  the  passage  of  the  recent  acts  of  Congress  had  a  good  effect  in  the 
State  of  Alabama  in  suppressing  this  kind  of  lawlessness  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  think  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  to  dct^TUiinc  that 
question.  My  impressions  are  that  the  leg^lation  of  Congress  in  that  respect  is  des- 
tined to  effect  a  public  good.  I  think  it  is  destined  to  repress  violence  at  tlic  bauds  of 
rirsons  who  might  otherwise  hope  to  escape  by  the  leniency  of  a  State  admiiiistralio:i. 
think  it  will  nave  a  good  public  effect  so  far  as  that  violence  aud  disorder  are  cou- 
cemed.    I  do  not  mean  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  its  political  character  or  effect  at  all. 

By  Mp.  Stevenson: 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  many  persons  were  included  in  the  indictment  found  at 
Huntevillef 

Answer.  I  think  some  four  or  five;  that  is  my  recollection,  although  about  that  I 
am  not  positive. 

By  the  Chairman  :     ' 

Question.  You  do  not  refer  to  the  whole  number  of  persons  against  whom  indictments 
were  sent  before  the  grand  jury? 
Answer.  I  refer  to  the  number  of  persons  who  were  indicted  by  the  grand  jury. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  I  mean  indictments  und^  the  civil-rights  bill 

Answer.  That  is  the  only  indictment  pending  nnder  the  civil-rights  bill ;  and  1  think 
it  is  the  only  one  existing  under  that  bill  in  the  district. 

By  the  Chmrman  ; 

Question.  How  many  indictments  altogether,  of  all  classes,  were  before  the  grand 
jury  at  that  term  T 
Answet^.  There  were  very  few ;  perhaps  not  half  a  dozen  of  all  classes. 
Question.  I  mean  at  the  term  during  which  Judge  Charlton  was  foreman. 
Answer.  At  that  term  there  were  not  half  a  dozen. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  many  persons  those  half  dozen  indictments  involved? 

Ansu^er.  The  mdictment  under  the  civil-rights  bill  involved  say  half  a  dozen ;  and  I 
shonld  think  there  was  not  more  than  one  person  embraced  in  each  of  the  oth^r 
indictments ;  they  were  indictments  for  violations  of  the  revenue  laws. 


[From  tho  Solma  Times,  May  30, 1871.] 

J.  Li.  Perkins,  Esq. — The  above  gentleman,  a  resident  of  this  county,  and  treasurer 
of  it,  an  ex-mayor  of  this  city,  has,  by  the  grace  of  God  and  his  general  good  luck, 
been  acting  in  the  distinguished  position  of  foreman  of  the  United  States  district  court, 
now  iu  se^on  at  Montgomery. 

Wo  have  always  felt  disposed  to  consider  the  above-named  Perkins,  esq.,  as  rather  an 
amiable  gentleman,  who  uad  been  improperly  inHueuced  by  older  heads,  or  rather 
longer  ones,  and  in  many  instances  his  proverbial  amiability  had  been  imposed  upon 
by  men  less  scrupulous  and  leSs  honest  than  he,  and  who  were  using  the  aforesaid  Per- 
kins, esq.,  as  a  "cat's-paw"  to  pull  their  own  chestnuts  from  tho  lire.  In  the  incen- 
diary document  which  was  disseminated  here  just  prior  to  oar  election,  and  to  which 
lii$  naaie  was  attached,  we  took  occasion,  as  soon  as  wo  saw  tho  circular,  to  say  tha 
wo  did  not  believe  that  he  had  ever  signed  it,  and  that  his  name  had  been  used  with- 
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out  his  loiowledge  or  consent.  Perkins,  esq.,  come  out  in  a  card  and  denonnced  fiie 
document ;  and  we  published  it  for  him.  Our  opinion  was  then,  and  is  now,  that  if 
any  hanging  is  ever  to  be  done  in  this  section  by  Ku-Kluxes,  that  the  men  whose  naines 
were  attached  to  that  circular  would  be  a  judicious  selection,  and  one  eminently  fit  to 
be  made.  But  Perkins,  esq.,  though  he  didn't  si^  that  card,  goes  to  Montgomei^,  and, 
in  his  oflScial  capacity  as  foreman  of  the  grand  jury  of  a  United  States  district  court, 
says  that  in  "  this  district  there  have  been  frequent  and  outnigeous  violations  of  the 
law,"  and  by  thus  speaking,  calls  for  the  enforcement  of  the  infamous  Ku-Klux  bill. 
If  Perkins,  esq.,  thought,  and  had  the  evidence,  that  these  outrageous  violations  ol 
law  had  been,  or  were,  transpiring  in  this  district,  why  did  he  not,  as  foreman  of  the 
grand  jury,  with  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  back  him,  force  the  attendance  of 
witnesses  and  make  out  a  case  against  the  offenders  f  Why  act  the  skulker  and  ask  to 
be  discharged  from  the  duties  devolving  upon  him  as  a  grand  juror,  and  say  in  the 
same  breatli  in  which  ho  charges  these  violations  of  law  and  order,  that,  '*  believing 
that  ourselves  are  no  longer  required  in  the  interest  of  the  Government,  we  ask  to  be 
discharged  T" 

In  Northern  Alabama  Judce  Busteed,  from  the  bench,  commended  the  people  for  their 
general  good  behavior  and  obedience  even  to  distasteful  statutes ;  but  here  in  the  mid- 
dle district,  where  order  has  been  almost  universal,  it  remains  for  an  ex-mayor  of  the 
"central  city,"  the  treasurer  of  the  county,  to  traduce  us  as  a  people,  and  to  report 
such  violations  of  "  law  and  order  "  as  would  justify  a  declaration  of  martial  la'w,  and 
a  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  under  the  enforcement  bill.  In  the  name  of 
the  people,  both  white  and  black,  of  this  county  and  district,  we  denounce  the  report 
of  the  grand  jury  of  which  Perkins,  esq.,  was  foreman,  as  a  vile  slander  which  cannot 
be  substantiated  by  the  facts,  as  is  evidenced  by  his  asking  to  be  discharged  withont 
doing  a  single  thing  to  prove  tho  truth  of  the  presentments  offered.  Perkins,  esq.,  yon 
made  a  mistake. 


Hepori  of  grand  Jurors  of  middle  district  of  Alabama, 

To  the  Hon.  Richard  Busteed  : 

The  grand  jurors  of  the  middle  district  of  Alabama  beg  leave  to  make  their  report. 

We  regret  to  be  compelled,  from  the  evidence  brought  before  us,  to  say  we  are  forced 
to  the  conclusion  that  in  some  parts  of  this  district  there  have  been  frequent  and  out- 
i-ageous  violations  of  law.  Without  provocation,  both  white  and  colored  persons  have 
been  beaten,  whipped,  shot  at,  wounded,  and  some)  killed,  while  in  the  pf'aiCeable  jpnr- 
suits  of  the  rights  secured  to  them  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States^ 
by  persons  in  most  instances  disguised,  and  whom  it  has  not  been  possible,  from  the 
evidence  before  us,  to  identify,  except  in  the  cases  reported  by  us.  We  deplore  this 
state  of  things,  and  wish  thus  publicly  and  officially  to  express  our  disapprobation  and 
to  denounce  all  who  are  engaged  in  them,  and  pledge  ourselves  to  put  a  stop  to  them, 
BO  far  as  in  oui*  power,  and  call  upon  all  good  citizens  throughout  tho  State  to  aid  the 
authorities  to  bring  these  criminals  to  justice.  We  owe  it  to  ourselves,  our  citizens, 
and  to  the  fair  fame  of  our  State  to  do  this. 

We  are  happy,  however,  to  state  that  we  find  nothing  in  the  evidence  before  ns  to 
implicate  the  great  body  of  tho  people  in  these  outrages,  or  to  show  that  there  is  any  or- 
ganized band  of  Kn-Klux  (so  called)  throughout  the  district,  but  believe  that  thepn^at 
mass  of  tho  people  are  opposed  to  such  an  organization,  which  exists  only  in  certain 
localities  in  the  counties  of  Macon,  Coosa,  and  Tallapoosa,  and  these  confined  to  a  few 
persons.* 

With  these  views,  and  believing  that  our  services  are  no  longer  required  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  Government,  we  ask  to  be  discharged. 

J.  L.  PERKINS, 

Foreman  Grand  Jury, 

Wo  object  to  the  report  on  account  of  its  generalities,  preferring  to  specify  the  iMirtic- 
ular  occurrences. 

benj.  f.  noble, 
wm.  h.  smith. 

Bcsolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  grand  jury  are  due,  and  hereby  tendered  to  the  Hon. 
Richard  Busteed,  for  his  able,  dignified,  and  impartial  charge  to  us,  and  for  his  gentle- 
manly bearing  toward  ns,  while  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  our  dnties ;  and  also  U> 
the  Hon.  J.  A.  Minnis,  district  attorney,  for  his  ability  ana  courtesy  while  assisting  and 
advising  us  as  to  the  cases  before  us,  and  also  to  Hon.  R.  W.  Healy,  United  States  mar- 
shal, and  other  officers,  for  their  politeness  and  care  for  our  comfort. 

J.  L.  PERKINS, 

Foreman  Grand  Jury, 
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Washington,  D.  C,  June  23, 1871. 
TURNER  REAVIS,  swom  and  examined. 

■ 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuestUm.  In  what  part  of  Alabama  do  yon  reside  ? 

An»wer,  In  Sumter  County,  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  the  line  between  the 
Stjites  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  there  t 

Ansicer.  Since  July,  1838. 

Question.  What  is  your  occnpation  t 

Anstver,  An  attorney — a  practicing  .lawyer. 

Question.  Have  you  held  any  public  position  in  that  county  or  State  T 

Anstoer,  I  was  a  circuit  judge  before  the  war. 

Question,  Do  you  hold  any  public  position  now,  or  are  you  practicing  yonr  profession  f 

Ansicer.  I  am  practicing  my  profession ;  I  hold  no  public  position.  I  resigned  the 
office  of  circuit  judge,  and  have  held  no  public  position  since,  except  that  I  waS/  a 
State  senator  during  four  years  of  the  war. 

Question.  Do  you  practice  your  profession  throughout  the  circuit  t 

Answe)\  Yes,  sir;  I  practice  it  in  every  court  in  the  circuit  which  is  presided  over  by 
Judge  Smith ;  and  I  nractice  in  several  counties  aloDg  the  line  in  East  Mississippi ; 
also  in  Mobile  and  in  Montgomery. 

Question.  Give  to  the  committee  your  view  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  that  portion 
of  the  State  so  far  as  regards  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  the  safety  of  life,  person, 
and  property. 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  I  have  been  very  well  acquainted,  for  a  good  many  years  past,  in 
the  counties  of  Choctaw,  Ringgold,  Snmter,  Greene,  and  Pickens.  They  compose  the 
judicial  circuit  now,  and  I  am  at  this  time  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  state 
of  things  there,  and  with  the  state  of  public  feeling.  My  impression  is  that  there  is 
more  respect  for  law  and  there  is  les^  crime  committed  now,  and  more  peace  and  quiet 
among  the  people,  both  white  and  black,  than  there  has  been  at  any  time  since  the 
close  of  thei  war.  But  there  are  occasional  crimes  committed  yet,  though  they  are  not 
so  frequent  as  formerly. 

Question.  Is  there  any  obstacle  in  your  courts  to  the  administration  of  justice  between 
man  and  man  as  affecting  civil  rights  f 

Anstcer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Is  there  anything  which  prevents  the  trial,  conviction,  and  punishment  of 
criminal  offenders  t 

Answei'.  I  think  not.  We  have  mixed  juries,  white  and  black,  and  the  bar  practice 
before  them  as  if  they  were  all  white,  and  the  verdicts  are  about  as  correct,  generally, 
as  they  were  at  any  time  before  the  war,  both  in  civil  and  criminal  case^  The  state 
of  feeling  toward  the  judge  of  that  circuit  was  very  strong  against  him  at  first,  but 
I  think  now — in  fact  I  know — he  is  treated  both  by  the  bar  and  me  law-abiding  citizens 

Generally,  who  compose  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  with  the  respect,  courtesy,  and 
indness,  which  are  not  only  due  to  him  as  a  man,  but  to  the  station  that  he  occupies. 
In  one  «ounty  I  have  heard  that  he  was  not  on  one  occasion  treated  with  that  c<mrtesy 
he  was  entitled  to,  though  he  was  treated  with  perfect  respect  while  on  the  bench.  I 
lieard  too  that  ho  was  so  unpopular  with  a  small  portion  of  the  people  of  Choctaw 
County  that  some  desperate,  lawless  men  had  burned  his  mill  and  his  gin-house  during 
this  last  spring.  On  one  occasion  I  saw  an  attempt  of  some  drunken,  desperate  young 
men  to  commit  violence  upon  him.  He  was  very  calm  and  self-possessed.  He  was 
unarmed  and  they  were  armed — openly  armed.  1  was  with  him ;  we  were  walking 
from  the  court-house.  He  told  them  that  they  were  taking  advantage  of  him ;  that 
he  was  not  armed  and  they  were ;  and  he  would  not  make  any  explanation ;  he  wonld 
,not  talk  to  them  under  those  circumstances.  They  wanted  him  to  make  some  expla- 
nation of  some  remark  he  had  made  on  the  public  highway.  He  was  perfectly  calm 
and  self-possessed,  and  he  declined  to  do  it.  Through  my  own  personal  influence  I 
induced  those  young  men  to  go  away  and  let  him.  alone.  That  was  the  last  of  it. 
That  is  the  only  personal  disrespect  that  I  ever  saw  manifested  toward  him,  and  I 
know  of  no  effort  on  any  occasion  to  prevent  him  from  holding  court  except  the  latter 
part  of  April  last,  when  he  should  have  held  a  court  in  Sumter,  and  could  not  on 
account  of  his  being  sick.  I  understood  that  while  he  was  sick  he  received  an  anony- 
mons  letter  warning  him  not  to  cross  the  Choctaw  line.  He  had  to  cross  that  line  to 
come  to  Sumter.  I,  myself,  wrote  to  Judge  Smith  that  I  did  not  think  there  was  any- 
thing in  that ;  that  that  was  from  some  criminal  who  did  not' want  to  be  tried,  and 
that  he  (the  judge)  could  go  there  and  hold  court  with  perfect  safety,  and  that  I  would 
guarantee  for  myself  and  the  bar,  and  the  people  generally,  that  he  should  be  treated 
with  perfect  kindness  and  respect ;  but  unfortunately  he  was  too  ill  to  hold  court. 
Those  are  the  only  occurrences  since  Judge  Smith  has  been  on  the  bench  that  indicate 
any  difliculty  in  the  administration  of  justice  there.  I  do  not  think  there  is  an}'  difi^- 
culty. 
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Q«€8iwiu  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  proceedings  in  either  of  those  counties  caUing 
upon  him  to  resign  his  office  f 

Anstcor.  I  have  no  i^ersonal  knowledge  of  it.  I  saw  resolutions  printed  in  the  oounty 
paper  requesting  him  to  resign.  I  was  not  present  at  the  meeting,  and  I  had  uothiog 
to  do  with  it.  If  I  had  been  there  those  resolutions  would  not  nave  been  passed,  I 
think. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  That  was  in  your  own  county  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  live  at  the  county  seat,  but  seventeen  miles  north  of  jt 
Those  resohitions  were  very  decidedly  condemned  by  at  least  95  per  cent,  of  the  white 
people  of  the  county ;  and  it  was  well  understood,  I  tliiuk,  both  by  Judge  Smith  and  the 
people,  that  those  resolutions  were  passed  in  the  interest  of  a  man  who  wanted  the 
place  himself  in  case  Judge  Smith  could  be  forced  out  of  it.  There  was  nothing  thrsBt- 
ening  in  the  resolutions.  They  merely  stated  that  he  was  in  possession  of  an  office 
which  belonged  to  another ;  that  the  result  of  the  elections  had  condemned,  the  office- 
holders of  the  republican  party,  and  that  he  ought  to  resign ;  and  the  resolutions  eon- 
eluded  by  requesting  him  to  do  so.  I  received  a  letter  from  Jud^e  Smith  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  I  advised  him  not  to  resign.  I  think  he  would  have  resigned  if  those  resolu- 
tions had  not  been  passed.  I  advised  him  not  to  resign ;  and  the  members  of  the  bar 
unanimously  concurred  in  a  letter  which  I  wrote  him  requesting  him  not  to  resHpi, 
and  assuring  him  of  perfect  safety  if  he  should  come  and  hold  court,  and  of  pedeet 
respect  to  him  both  on  and  off  the  bench.  It  has  not  been  long  since  I  saw  him  at  one 
of  his  courts  in  the  cihiuit— in  Pickens  County.  During  the  term  Judge  Smith  wa» 
treated  with  perfect  kindness  and  perfect  respect  both  on  the  bench  and  off.  He  was 
invited  out  to  dine  and  sup  with  the  best  citizens  of  the  place,  and  was  treated  in  all 
respects  as  a  native  southerner,  and  indeed  he  is  so  treated  wherever  he  ^oea.  Bat 
there  are  a  few  desperate,  bad  men  who  write  threatening  letters  and  try  to  mtimidatd 
the  Judge,  because  they  are  personally  interested  in  the  criminal  docket,  and  pei^apt 
would  act  in  the  same  way  toward  any  other  judge. 

Question,  In  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  have  yon  seen  anything  either  witJi 
regard  to  his  capacity,  fidelity,  or  integrity  which  would  justify  a  proceeding  of  that 
kind  asking  him  to  resign  f 

Anstcer,  None  whatever.  When  those  resolutions  were  offered^  some  of  the  members 
of  the  bar  came  to  me  and  proposed  that  we  should  write  a  letter  to  Judge  Smith  con- 
demning, so  far  as  we  were  concerned,  and  so  far  as  the  law-abiding  men  of  onr  part  of 
the  county  were  concerned,  those  resolutions,  and  desiring  to  be  understood  as  repro- 
bating them  in  every  respect.  We  finally  concluded,  however,  that  it  would  be  better 
to  call  upon  Judge  Smith,  when  he  came  to  our  county  to  hold  court,  and  in  a  puUio 
manner  express  our  disapprobation  of  those  resolutions,  and  our  approbation  of  his 
conduct  as  a  judge.  I  have  practiced  before  Judge  Smith  ever  since  he  has  been  on 
the  bench,  and  he  has  been,  I  think,  as  good  a  judge,  for  the  experience  he  has  had  as 
a  judge,  as  I  ever  knew.  I  think  he  is  strictly  impartial  and  honest ;  he  is  perfectly 
gentlemanly  and  courteous ;  and  not  a  man  has  ever  said  a  word  about  him  to  hk 
prejudice  in  my  presence,  except  that  they  call  him  a  **  carpet-bagger."  That  is  the 
only  thing  that  can  be  alleged  against  him — that  they  regard  him  as  an  intruder. 

Question,  So  far,  then,  as  the  constitution  of  the  court  in  that  circuit  is  concerned, 
does  it  present  in  itself  any  obstacle  to  every  man  having  his  rights  projierly  adljodi- 
catedf 

Ansu^er,  1  think  that  Judge  Smith  is  as  impartial  and  judicious  in  the  administra- 
tion of  his  duty  as  a  judge  as  any  man  I  ever  knew.  I  have  a  very  kind  regard  for 
him  myself.  •  When  he  first  came  there  to  hol4  court,  the  political  feeling  was  very 
strong  against  all  that  class  of  citizens  who  are  commonly  called  '*  carpet-baggers"  and 
*^  scalawags.''  I  had  never  seen  Judge  Smith  myself.  I  went  round  to  members  of  the 
bar  on  the  day  that  court  was  to  convene,  and  told  them  I  thought  it  was  our  duty  to 
treat  Judge  Smith  with  proper  respect,  and  we  ought  to  go  and  call  upon  him  and 
assure  him  he  would  be  treated  with  the  respect  that  was  due  to  the  place  he  occupied. 
Being  one  of  the  older  members  myself,  I  proposed  we  should  all  call  upon  Judge 
Smith  and  assui-e  him  of  the  treatment  that  was  due  to  him  as  a  judge.  I  led  the  way 
and  all  the  members  of  the  bar  followed  my  example.  There  has  never  been  the 
slightest  difficulty  between  him  and  any  member  of  the  bar,  nor  between  him  and  any 
suitor  in  court,  except  this  unauthorized  attempted  assault  which  I  mentioned  awhile 
ago. 

Question,  Probably  that  is  the  case  of  which  he  gave  us  an  account  himself,  where 
young  men  came  into  the  court-house  armed. 

Answer,  That  is  the  same  gang. 

Question,  There  is  a  class  of  cases  alleged  to  have  occurred  through  that  region  of 
the  State,  commonly  known  as  Ku-Elux  crimes  and  ofienses.  If  you  have  aov  knowl- 
edge of  them,  state  where  they  have  been  commi(/}ed,  and  whether  they  havo'been  the 
subject  of  judicial  investigation  in  any  case. 

Answer,  I  know  that  great  crimes  have  been  committed  secretly  and  bj  disgoiBed 
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« 
men.  I  mean  I  know  it  by  common  report.  I  have  no  i>er8onal  knowledge  of  any 
Kn-Klux  organization,  or  any  other  secret  organization  in  violation  of  law  or  for 
politie4il  purposes.  I  do,  however,  know'  that  great  crimes  have  been  committed ; 
and  when  I  heard  that  they  had  been  committed  I  was  told,  at  the  same  time,  tliat 
they  were  committed  by  Ku-Klux.  I  know  that  whenever  one  of  these  crimes  has 
been  conmiitted  in  the  circuit  in  which  I  practice.  Judge  Smith  has  taken  the  matter 
in  hand,  and  in  his  charges  to  the  grand  jury  and  otherwise  has  done  and  said  every- 
thing that  he  could  do  to  bring  the  offenders  to  justice — \o  ferret  them  out.  But  I  am 
not  aware  that  any  person  concerned  in  any  one  of  those  crimes,  so  far  as  I  have  heard, 
has  ever  been  found  out  by  the  investigation  of  a  grand  jury,  or  in  any  other  manner ; 
and  I  am  pretty  sure  none  of  them  have  ever  been  brought  to  trial  or  to  punishment. 
Those  crimes,  however,  have  almost  entirely  ceased  since  the  State  election  last  year. 

Quesium,  When  you  ^ak  of  criminals  being  effectually  brought  to  justice,  you  speak 
of  those  oases  which  have  actually  been  brought  to  trial  Y 
Ansiiter,  Yes,  sir. 

QMesUon,  In  this  class  of  cases  the  difficulty  exists  in  ascertaining  who  are  the  offend- 
ers and  arresting  them  Y 

Anmter,  Yes,  sir,  that  is  it.  I  can  give  you  a  case  in  point :  Last  year,  or  year  before, 
a  yoQDg  man  by  the  name  of  Boyd  was  assassinated,  in  Greene  County,  by  a  band  of 
armed  men.  He  was  the  register  in  chancery,  and  was  county  attorney  for  Greene 
County.  At  the  next  term  of  the  circuit  court  of  that  county.  Judge  Smith  gave  the 
grand  jury  a  very  energetic  and  vigorous  charge,  and  appointed  a  very  energetic,  vig- 
orous, and  competent  attorney  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Boyd.  They  had  ns  go^  a  grand 
jury — mixed  grand  jury — as  1  ever  saw  sit  in  tbat  county.  We  had  the  most  iutelU- 
geut  negroes  tbat  there  were  in  the  county,  and  the  most  intelligent  white  men.  The 
grand  jury  remained  in  session  during  the  whole  term  of  the  court — ^two  weeks — and 
the  prosecuting  attorney^  who  was  a  friend  of  mine,  told  me  that  ho  had  witnesses 
summoned  Irom  the  vicinity  of  every  bridge  and  ferry  in  the  county ;  that  ho  thought 
he  must  have  had  nearly  five  hundred  witnesses  examined  and  cross-examined ;  that 
the  grand  jury  and  he  did  their  utmost  to  get  on  the  track  of  the  perpetrators,  and  that 
they  could  not  get  the  slightest  hint  or  clew  toward  finding  out  any  one  man. 

Question.  Were  you  in  attendance  at  the  Greene  Countv  court  during  that  term  f 
Anstver,  I  was.  There  was  a  ^ntleman  by  the  name  of  Minnis  sent  down  there,  by 
the  governor,  I  think,  to  assist  m  the  prosecution.  Mr.  Minnis  staid  in  my  room  ono 
or  two  nights,  and  he  told  me  he  was  satisfied  nothing  could  be  found  out.  I  think  I 
know  the  secret  of  that  murder.  It  was  not  for  political  considerations.  A  short  time 
before  some  negroes  in  that  county  had  murdered  and  robbed  a  white  man  in  a  very 
barbarous  manner.  They  were  arrested  and  confined  in  jail.  By  some  means  they 
made  their  escape.  They  were  arrested  by  some  white  men  in  the  neighborhood  in 
which  they  had  committed  this  crime,  and  they  were  immediately  killed,  either  by 
hai]g:iiig  or  shooting.  Mr.  Boyd,  being  the  prosecuting  attorney,  indiscreetly,  so  far 
as  his  own  personal  safety  was  concerned,  remarked  publicly,  on  the  streets  of 
Eutaw,  one  day,  that  he  knew  the  men  who  were  concerned  in  the  murder  of  those 
negroes,  and  that  he  intended  to  indict  them,  and  have  them  brought  to  justice,  if  he 
had  to  summon  every  man  in  the  county  to  accomplish  that  purpose ;  that  he  intended 
to  see  that  they  were  punished  for  the  crime.  It  is  supposed,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it 
is  ttue,  that  what  Boyd  said  was  communicated  to  the  men  concerned  in  the  murder  of 
the  negroes,  and  that  they  took  his  life  for  their  own  self-protection. 

Question.  From  the  inv^tigation-  which  you  made  of  that  case  during  the  time  you 
were  in  attendanco  at  the  court,  have  yon  any  doubt  of  Boyd's  murder  having  been 
conjniitted  in  pursuance  of  an  organized  conspiracy  ? 

Answer.  That  is  not  my  opinion.  My  opinion  about  the  Ku-Klux  is,  that  there  is  no 
organized  clan  or  society.  I  think  that  there  are  bad  men,  lawless  men,  dissipated 
men,  "who  on  particular  occasions,  either  to  avengd  real  or  supposed  iiyuries  to  them- 
selves or  real  or  supposed  crimes  against  society,  undertake  to  band  themselves  to- 
getlier  (only  a  few  of  them)  to  administer  lynch  law.  When  they  accomplish  that  pur- 
pose that  IS  the  last  of  it  until  a  new  occasion  arises  for  a  similar  administration  of 
their  code. 

Question.  That  is  your  view  of  the  general  question.  As  to  this  particular  instance, 
was  it  not  you;"  impression  that,  whether  for  temporary  or  for  permanent  purposes, 
this  particular  murder  was  the  result  of  an  organized  conspiracy  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  organized,  I  think,  for  the  particular  occasion.  I  do  not  think  it 
was  'tbo  result  of  a  general  organization,  but  of  a  conspiraoy  to  accomplish  that  par- 
'ticolar  crime.    I  haVe  no  doubt  about  that. 

QuestUm.  From  what  you  learn,  were  the  i)eTSons  who  committed  that-crime  disguised 
in  the  same  manner  as  persons  who  committed  other  secret  crimes,  whether  for  the 
purpose  of  administering  lynch  law  or  not  T 

Aitswer.  I  do  not  believe  I  have  ever  heard  of  a  crime  being  committed  by  disguised 
men,  except  t^at  and  one  other  case.  I  have  heard  of  crimes.  One  was  committed 
near  my  house ;  but  my  servants  told  me  the  men  were  not  disguised  on  that  occasioiu 
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I  uever  understood,  and  never  inquired,  the  particular  disguise  these  men  appeared 
in  who  murdered  Boyd. 

Question,  Living  in  that  community,  and  having  the  opportunities  which  your  pro- 
fession gives  you  to  learn .  of  alleged  occurrences  of  lawlessness,  give  us  briefly  yonr 
view  of  that  organization  or  association,  or  whatever  it  may  be,  which  is  ordinarily 
known  there  by  the  name  of  Kn-Klux. 

Anetcer,  I  have  stated  all  that  I  can  say  on  that  subject,  an4  that  is,  that  there  an, 
in  perhaps  all  the  counties  I  have  named,  a  few  bad,  desperate,  dissipated  men,  irho 
baud  themselves  together,  either  to  avenge  real  or  supposed  wrongs  to  themselves  or 
real  or  supposed  crimes  committed  agaiu£>t  society ;  and  they  accomplish  what  they 
propose  to  do,  either  disguised  or  undisguised ;  and  there  the  matter  stops  until  a  new 
occasion  arises,  when  perhaps  an  entirely  different  set  of  people,  in  a  different  neigh- 
borhood, will  do  precisely  the  same  thing  without  any  concert  of  action  with  any  por- 
tion of  the  people  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  I  mean  by  this  that  these  men  band 
themselves  together  just  as  they  used  to  do  in  old  times  to  administer  lynch  law,  and 
that  the  band  exists  lor  the  time  being  only,  not  as  a  permanent  organization.  That 
is  my  opinion. 

Qttcstmu  To  what  extent  have  offenses  been  committed  in  that  manner  through  tb« 
counties  you  have  named  f  How  many  persons  have  been  victims  of  such  proceed- 
ings? 

Anrnver.  I  know  of  but  one  person  who  has  been  assassinated  in  our  county.  He 
was  a  negro  who  was  formerly  my  slave.  Ho  was  a  favorite  with  me.  He  was  a  Baptist 
preacher,  and  was  greatly  indulged ;  ho  had  his  own  way.    He  was  quite  an  old  man. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question.  Give  us  his  name 

Answer.  His  name  was  Richard  Burke.  A  short  time  previous  to  his  death  I  was  at 
Livingston,  the  county  seat,  attending  to  business  in  the  probate  court.  While  I  was 
there  the  day  arrived  which  had  been  appointed  for  the  republicans  to  meet  andniake 
their  county  nominations.  On  the  evening* before  this  day,  my  local  law  partner  in 
Livingston  received  a  dispatch  from  my  town,  stating  that  a  hundred  armed  negroce 
had  passed  through  Gainesville  and  were  on  the  way  to  Livingston ;  that  they  had 
stopped  at  Gainesville  and  obtained  quantities  of  ammunition.  That  took  us  all  by  snr- 

Srifto ;  at  least  it  took  me  by  surprise.  I  had  no  idea  that  there  was  to  be  any  aesein- 
ling  with  arms.  The  white  people  did  not  meet  there  with  arms,  and  I  did  not  sap- 
pose  the  colored  people  would  do  so  either.  Very  soon  after  that  a  dispateh  was  re- 
ceived from  Captain  Johnson^  1  think,  who  commanded  a  steamboat  on  tne  Tombigbee, 
that  in  passing  up  the  river  to  Demopolis  ho  had  seen  ^oups  of  negroes  on  tho  banks 
of  the  river — all  with  guns — who  said  they  w(»re  gomg  to  Livingston  to  attend  tbe 
meeting  next  day  ;  that  they  had  been  ordered  to  attena  with  their  arms.  Very  soon 
after  that  a  dispatch  was  received  there  from  Eutaw  tliat  Ma^ior  Hays  had  engaged  pas- 
sage for  one  hundred  negroes  to  Livingston  the  next  day.  Well  that  produceclag^tai 
deal  of  excitement  there ;  dud  the  citizens  sent  out  messengers  through  the  county  vo 
notify  the  white  people  that  there  was  likely  to  bo  trouble  tlic  next  day  ;  they  seotont 
the  information  tnat  had  been  received  by  these  telegrams.  The  result  was  that  tiw 
next  morning  the  white  people,,  old  and  young,  came  in  with  their  pistols  and  double- 
barreled  guns ;  and  the  negroes  came  in  from  every  direction  with  their  guns  andfiis- 
tols.  This  old  negro  of  whom  I  spoke  was  a  leader ;  he  was  a  member  of  the  legisla- 
ture ;  and  this  meeting  was  for  tbe  purpose  of  nominating  candidates  for  the  county. 
Knowing  him  to  be  a  man  of  influence  I  went  to  him  and  told  him,  ''Richard,  Uus 
thing  will  never  do.  You  see  how  these  peoi)lo  are  excited.  If  the  colored  people  come 
here  with  arms,  as  the  white  men  are  here  with  arms,  we  shall  have  a  difficulty.  lam 
authorized  to  assure  you  that  you  may  hold  your  meeting  here  and  make  as  many 
speeches  as  you  please ;  and  you  will  not  only  be  penuit^d  to  do  it,  but  you  will  be 
protected  in  doing  it. "  I  said  to  him,  "  Go  and  tell  your  friends  to  go  around  town  and 
call  a  meeting. "  I  went  to  several  of  the  prominent  republicans  and  colored  men,  and 
advised  them  to  do  the  same  thing.  Some  of  them  were  ignorant  people,  and  said  Uiey 
had  been  ordered  to  do  this  by  some  white  men  ;  that  they  had  received  orders  that 
they  were  to  go  there  with  arms.  What  those  negroes  stated  about  being  ordered  to 
go  there  with  arms  excited  the  white  people  a  good  deal. 

By  the  Chaiiuian  : 

Question.  Did  they  name  the  white  men  who  had  directed  them  to  come  with  amsf 
Anmcer.  No,  sir ;  I  asked  that ;  and  they  did  not  know  or  would  not  tell.  The  negroes 
however,  did  begin  to  go  out  and  leave  their  arms :  but  in  the  mean  time  information 
got  there^  I  do  not  know  how,  that  Major  Hays  would  not  be  there,  and  there  would  be 
no  sx>eaking.  The  negroes  then  began  to  disperse.  I  went  to  tne  prominent  white 
republicans  there  who  were  personal  friends  of  mine,  and  told  them  I  regretted  they 
should  have  had  their  meeting  broken  up ;  that  that  was  not  the  design  ;  that  these 
people  only  wanted  to  prevent  the  nc^oes  from  committing  any  outrage  with  their 


ALABAMA.  335 

anns ;  and  that  if  they  wished  to  hold  their  meeting  we  wonld  see  that  they  should  he 
protected,  and  should  have  perfect  peace  and  quietness.    Bnt  in  the  mean  time  the 
white  republicans  there  became  very  much  irritated  and  provoked,  and  they  declined 
to  hold  the  meeting  at  all.    When  these  negroes  were  advised  to  go  and  leave  their 
arms  outside  of  the  town,  it  was  reported  that  this  old  negro  who  formerly  belonged  to 
me,  (£ichard  Burke,)  advised  them  not  to  do  it;  saying  that  '^the  white  people  were 
there  with  arms,  and  that  they  (the  negroes)  had  as  much  right  to  stay  there  with  their 
arms  as  the  white  people;  that  they  roust  not  give  up  their  arms,  nor  leave  them  out 
of  town.''    I  do  not  know  that  the  old  man  ever  said  any  such  thing ;  but  that  was 
the  report    A  few  nieht^  after  that,  when  I  was  home,  I  heard  rapid  firing  which  ap- 
peared to  be  about  a  nundred  yards  ofif,  and  I  supposed  there  was  some  trouble  on 
hand.    My  wife  was  very  much  frightened.    I  rose,  and  called  up  my  servants  to  as- 
certain what  the  matter  was,  what  the  firing  was  about ;  and  they  said  it  was  over  at 
Richard  Burke's  who  lived  about  one  hundred  yards  from  me.    There  was  a  path  lead- 
ing from  my  house  to  his.    I  asked  them  what  the  firing  was  for.    They  said  a  party 
of  men  had  gone  there  after  another  negro,  who  formerly  belonged  to  me,  whose  name 
was  Hayne  Richardson,  and  who  had  refused  to  give  up  his  arms  at  Livingston,  and  in 
the  scrimmage  was  shot  by  some  persons  whom  I  do  not  know — not  killed  but  wounded 
pretty  badly  in  the  head.    He  said  they  were  after  Richardson,  and  that  the  firing  was 
at  him ;  that  he  jumped  out  of  the  window  and  ran  away.    I  asked  if  anybody  was 
hurt,  and  was  informed  by  the  servants  that  there  was  not.    I  sent  for  Richardson's 
wife  and  asked  if  any  damage  had  been  done ;  she  said  "  no."    I  was  very  much  grati- 
fied and  went  back  to  bed.    Next  rooming  when  my  servant  came  in,  he  informed  me 
that  the  old  man,  Richard  Burke,  was  dead ;  had  been  killed  about  half  way  between 
his  house  and  mine,  and  that  he  was  l3ring  on  the  patli  leading  between  roy  house  and 
his.    1 1*080  and  went  over  as  soon  as  I  could,  and  was  informed,  that  he  was  lyin^  there, 
shot  very  badly  in  the  head  and  elsewhere — shot  all  to  pieces ;  some  colored  fhend  of 
his  had  been  there  before  me  and  spread  a  cloth  over  him.    I  then  called  up  one  of  my 
servants  who  was  in  the  habit  of  staying  over  at'  Richardson's  house,  and  asked  him 
what  he  knew  about  it.    He  said  he  was  there  when  these  men  came;  that  he  thought 
there  were  about  twenty  men  on  horseback;  that  they  came  and  hallooed  j  that  he 
went  to  the  door,  and  they  directed  him  to  open  it  and  raise  a  light.    They  asked  him 
if  he  had  a  lantern.    He  said  he  had;  and  he  raised  a  light.    They  carried  him  out  to 
the  gat*e,  and  put  him  under  guard  with  his  lauteiii,  and  they  went  in  search  of  Hayne 
Riclmrdson,  and  old  man  BurKe. 
Question,  Whom  had  they  carried  out  to  the  gate  ?  • 

Answer,  My  servant,  who  was  holding  the  lantern.    Only  two  or  three  got  down  to 
go  in  search  of  the  men  they  were  after ;  and  while  he  was  there  he  raise<f  his  lantern, 
so  that  he  saw  the  face  of  every  man  distinctly ;  and  he  said  not  one  of  them  was  dis- 
guised, and  that,  although  he  was  very  well  acquainted  in  that  part  of  the  country,  he 
had  never  seen  one  of  those  men  before.    The  citizens  were  very  much  excited.    The 
mayor  of  the  town  had  an  inquest  called  to  examine,  everybody,  white  and  black,  that 
was -likely  to  know  anything  about  it,  except  this  roan,  Hayne  Richardson,  who  harl 
concealed  himself  or  fled  from  the  State.    He  has  never  been  there  since.    He  was  the 
only  person  likely  to  know  anything  about  it  who  was  not  examined  as  a  witness;  and 
they  got  no  clue  whatever.    I  heard  that  about  daylight  the  next  morning  a  party  of 
three  or  four  or  five  men  were  seen  going  in  one  direction,  and  as  many  in  another 
direction,  and  as  many  in  another — not  as  many  as  ten  in  any  one  company— all  going 
in  the  direction  of  the  Mississippi  State  line.    That  is  all  we  bave  ever  been  able  to 
find  out  about  that. 
Queaium.  How  long  was  that  after  the  meeting  ? 
Answer,  I  do  not  think  it  was  more  than  a  week,  if  that  rouch. 
QnesHon.  Were  they  white  men  whom  your  servant  saw  ? 
Answer,  He  said  they  were  all  white  men. 

Qnestum,  Had  there  been  any  act  of  violence  committed  or  threatened  against  the 
colored  people  before  the  time  of  that  meeting,  when  they  came  there  with  their 
armsf 

Answer,  None  whatever  that  I  heard  of.  The  state  of  feeling  between  the  colored 
people  and  the  whites  was  entirely  kind  and  friendly  in  that  part  of  the  county ;  and 
that  circumstance  made  the  fiskct  tnat  the  negroes  were  assembling  \o  hold  their  meet- 
ing with  arms  and  ammunition  the  more  surprising  to  the  white  people. 

Qu£Btiim,  When  asked  about  bringing  their  arms,  did  they  give  any  other  reason  for 
it  than  the  one  you  have  already  suggested — that  they  had  been  ordered  to  bring 
themf 

Answer,  The  only  reason  they  gave  me,  and  the  only  reason  I  heard  of,  was  that  they 
were  ordered  to  do  it  by  white  men. 

iju^estion.  Did  they  say  anything  about  how  they  proposed  to  use  their  arms,  or 
whether  they  propcised  to  used  them  at  all  7 

Answer,  They  said  they  did  not  know  anything  about  it ;  that  they  were  ordered  to 
come  there.    Their  language  was,  "  I  was  ordered  to  bring  my  arms  to-day,  and  was 
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ordered  by  a  white  mar ;"  and  they  said  that  rnnners  had  been  stet  to  tbem.  Those 
that  came  from  about  my  town  told  me  that  they  received  their  meesa^  at  church  ob 
the  Sunday  berore  at  a  colored  meeting. 

Question,  Was  it  pablicly  announced  to  them  in  the  church  7 

Armoer,  It  was  a  negro  meeting ;  they  had  a  chnrch  of  their  own  np  tikere.  Tliej 
said  that  at  that  meeting  they  received  the  messageto  come  down. 

Question,  Did  yon  understand  whether  it  was  announced  in  the  church  publicly  or 
not! 

Ansvoer.  I  did  not  understand  whether  it  was  publicly  announced  or  not.  The  im- 
pression left  on  my  mind  was  that  the  announcement  was  not  made  to  them  ac  their 
church  publicl> . 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Questioh,  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  a  white  or  a  negro  preacher  who  preached 
that  day  to  that  congregation  Y 
Ansirer.  It  was  a  colored  man. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  They  said  that  while  they  were  there  they  got  the  notice  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  actually  make  any  attempt  at  violence  on  anybody  with  their 
arms  on  that  day  f 

Answer,  Not  that  I  am  aware  of,  unless  t^is  man,  Havne  Richardson,  attempted 
\-iolence  at  the  time  he  was  ordered  to  leave  his  arms  in  the  country  and  when  he  re- 
fused to  give  them  up.  I  think  I  understood  that  he  undertook  to  use  arms,  and  that 
brought  about  a  shot  which  struck  him  on  the  head  and  inJartMl  him  seriously. 

Qumiion,  Who  directed  him  to  leave  his  arms  outside  the  town  t 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  a  general  understanding  among  the  negroes  themselves,  a&er 
the  persuasion  of  the  white  people, 'that  it  was  best  for  thorn  to  do  so.  I  think  they 
yielded  to  white  men  whom  they  regarded  as  their  friends,  and  who  advised  them  to 
leave  their  arms  in  the  country. 

QuestUm,  Was  it  colored  men  or  white  men  whom  Richardson  resisted  when  thej 
wished  him  to  leave  his  aims  outside  t 

Answtr.  I  ran  only  tell  what  I  was  infbrmed. 

Question,  We  understand  that  you  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  matter. 

Answer,  Alter  thfe  negroes  commenced  leaving  lown,  either  to  go  home  or  to  leave 
their  anus  in  the  country,  I  heard  one  or  two  shots,  and  as  soon  as  I  heard  those  shotd 
I  observed  five  or  six  young  men  on  horseback,  appiu^ntly  very  much  excit-c^  going 
in  the  direction  of  these  snots  at  fhll  si)eod.  It  turned  out,  as  I  afterward  heard, 
that  these  shots  were  the  mere  discharge  of  the  guns  of  some  of  the  negroes  for  the 
linrpose  of  nnloading ;  and  I  think  it  was  these  young  men  who  brought  on  the  diffi- 
culty with  this  man,  Hayne  Richardson.  Who  they  were  I  do  not  know.  I  did  not 
know  them  when  I  saw  them,  and  I  do  not  know  them  now. 

Question,  Had  there  been  any  attempt  at  violence  by  the  negroes  agiunst  the  whites 
betore  that  f 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question,  Was  there  any  on  that  day  f 

Answer.  None  whatever.  The  only  violence  I  heard  of  during  the  day  was  that 
which  occuned  with  *his  man,  Hayne  Richardson. 

Question.  The  meeting  then  passed  off  with  entire  quiet  on  both  sides,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  that  one  little  occurrence  in  connection  with  this  one  man  T 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  there  any  local  regulations  of  the  town  which  prohibited  the  negroes 
from  bringing  their  arms  into  it,  and  which  they  disobeyed  by  doing  so  ? 

Answer,  I  think  not. 

Question,  Is  it  the  practice  of  that  country  for  men  to  go  armed  when  they  see  proper 
to  do  so  f 

Answer,  It  is  the  practice  of  the  country  now  for  both  whites  and  blacks  to  cany 
side  arms ;  but  it  is  very  rarely  the  case  (in  fact  I  never  know  a  case  before)  to  go  to  a 
political  meeting,  or  any  other  public  meeting,  except  for  military  purposes,  with,  guas 
and  muskets  and  rifles.  This  is  the  only  time  I  ever  knew  of  it ;  and  the  excuse  Utese 
negroes*  gave  was  that  they  were  ordereid  to  do  it.  • 

Question.  What  was  the  date  of  that  meeting ;  was  it  last  fall  T 

Ansujer,  I  cannot  say. 

^w<»(tow.  Was  it  during  the  i)olitical  campaign  of  last  year  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  some  time  previous  to  the  election  last  year.  I  cannot  re- 
member the  month. 

Question,  Was  it  before  or  after  the  meeting  at  Entaw  t 

Answer,  Before. 

Question,  How  long  before  T 
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Answer.  I  think  it  must  have  been  a  month  or  more  before. 

QuestUm.  Was  M%jor  Hays  the  only  person  announced  to  speak  at  that  meeting  ? 

Anstoer.  No  ;  I  understood  that  Mr.  Jones,  of  Marengo,  was  to  meet  him  there. 

Question.  There  was  really  no  meeting  held — no  speeches  made  f 

Answer,  No  ;  there  were  no  speakers.  I  think,  though,  that  the  meeting  would  have 
been  held  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  excitement  produced  by  both  parties  being  there 
with  arms. 

Question,  Ton  have  given  this  statement  as  the  reason  for  Burke  being  visited  and 
murdered.  Is  that  the  connection  that  the  circumstances  hold  to  each  other  in  your 
mlndf 

Answer,  That  is  the  only  reason  I  know  of  or  have  any  suspicion  of;  that  is  the 
reason  I  have  heard  assigned.  Richard  Burke  was  a  quiet  man.  To  be  sure,  he  had 
made  himself  obnoxious  to  a  certain  class  of  young  men  by  having  been  a  leader  in  the 
Loyal  League  and  by  having  acquired  a  ^eat  innuence  over  people  of  his  color. 

Question.  Was  he  a  man  of  respectability  and  decency  in  his  behavior  as  a  colored 
manf 

Answer.  Very. 

Quesiion.  As  I  ^ther  from  your  statement  he  was  firm  in  standing  up  for  the  rights 
of  himself  and  his  colored  associates? 

Answer.  Yee,  sir ;  I  think  he  was.  He  was  not  extreme  though.  He  was  a  moderate 
man  and  would  do  almost  anything  that  I  advised  him  to  do.  He  even  consulted  me 
after  he  became  a  member  of  the  legislature,  as  to  what  course  he  ousht  to  pursue, 
what  measures  he  ought  to  support,  and  what  oppose;  and  I  gave  him  tne  best  advice 
I  knew  how — assist^  him  all  I  could.  He  was  very  much  attached  to  me.  I  had 
owned  him  thirty  years. 

Question.  Was  the  murder  of  Burke  looked  upon  as  having  had  any  effect  upon  the 
colored  people  in  intimidating  them  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  it  had  in  his  immediate  neighborhood ;  that 
is,  in  the  town  of  Gainesville  and  the  surrounding  country,  where  he  was  well  known. 
1  know  that  the  negroes  seemed  to  be  profoundly  dejected,  some  time  after  his  death ; 
and  some  of  the  best  of  them  came  to  consult  me  as  to  whether  they'ought  not  to  emigrate 
and  go  to  Texas.  They  felt  insecure.  I  advised  them  not  to  go.  I  said  that  those  who 
were  doing  well  had  better  stay  where  they  were ;  that  if  tney  conducted  themselves 
with  propriety  they  would  not  be  troubled.  They  took  my  advice  and  remain  there 
still. 

Question.  Had  that  fear  any  effect  in  preventing  the  presence  of  the  negroes  at  the 
election  Y 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  You  think  they  went  to  the  election. not  withstanding  this  f 

Anstrer.  Well,  I  do  not  ti^iink  there  was  a  full  turn  out  of  the  colored  vote ;  but  I  do 
not  think  the  failure  to  turn  out  fully  was  the  result  of  fear  or  intimidation.  The 
democrats  in  my  county,  and  indeed  in  all  those  western  counties,  exerted  themselves 
tremendously  to  get  the  colored  people  to  vote  their  ticket.  They  gate  them  barbecues 
and  made  speeches,  and  got  colored  men  who  were  democrats  to  go  around  with  them 
and  make  speeches.  The  hatchet  seemed  to  be  buried  between  the  two  races  during 
that  canvass,  and  has  remained  buried  ever  since.  The  colored  men  argued  this  way, 
in  their  public  speeches:  *' Well,  my  colored  friends,  we  have  supported  the  republican 
ticket  tne  last  nve  years,  and  we  are  no  better  off  now  than  we  were  before.  In  the 
mean  time  we  have  been  employed  and  taken  care  of  by  our  old  southern  friends ;  they 
arc  the  only  friends  we  have  had  during  these  five  years,  although  we  have  been  sup- 
porting the  other  party.  I  propose  now  that  we  snail  support  the  democrats  for  live 
years,  and  see  what  they  will  do  for  us."  Well,  these  people,  swayed  to  and  fix)  by  the 
impnlso  of  the  moment,  (they  are  nothing  but  grown-up  children,  a  great  many  of 
them,)  would  say,  "I  will  go  and  vote  the  democratic  ticket."  Others  would  say, 
"  Well,  I  don't  want  to  vote  against  my  principles,  but  I  don't  want  to  vote  against 
my  soathem  fi:*iends  neither.  I  will  stay  at  home."  In  that  way  a  great  many  failed 
to  come  out.  I  made  a  little  speech  on  the  democratic  side  myself  at  one  precinct 
where  there  were  about  thirty  white  votes.  I  did  not  go  there  for  that  purpose ;  I 
happened  to  be  delayed  at  a  railroad  station.  I  was  called  upon  by  the  colored  people 
themselves,  and  I  made  them  a  little  address.  About  thirty  white  votes  were  cast  at 
that  precinct  and  about  one  hundred  and  forty  colored ;  every  colored  vote  was  for  the 
democratic  ticket,  and  every  white  vot«  too.  A  similar  result  occurred  at  several  other 
precincts  in  the  county ;  every  colored  man  voted  the  democr^die  ticket. 

Quesiion,  What  you  have  just  stated  is  the  only  reason  you  know  for  the  colored 
people  staying  awav  from  the  polls  ? 

Answer,  1  am  perfectly  sure  that  in  my  county  there  was  no  attempt  at  intimidation 
by  threats  or  anything  else.  The  negroes  were  treated  during  the  canvass,  and  indeed 
have  been  ever  since,  with  i)erfect  kindness  and  justice,  I  think.  A  good  many  negroes 
had  become  very  much  disgusted  with  what  they  call  tne  "  radicals.  Some  bad  men 
from  the  North  and  West  had  gone  in  and  undertaken  to  make  cotton  and  carry  on 

22 
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farms.  They  had  employed  these  negroes,  nnder  a  promise  of  big  wages  and  dohtg  t 
great  many  good  things  for  them ;  but  instead  of  paying  the  negroes  their  wages  ti^ 
&ft  without  paying  them  one  cent.  The  negroes  sometimes  lost  as  mach  as  two  yean' 
wages  or  a  large  pnortion  of  it.  Those  who  were  the  sufferers  in  that  way  became  mj 
much  disgnsteid  with  what  they  called  the  radical  party ;  and  then  their  inflneneeoi 
others  who  had  not  been  thns  employed  was  very  considerable.  In  that  way  tbe 
republican  party  lost  votes.  In  my  county  the  republican  majority  would  not  be  kn 
than  1,500  if  the  negroes  were  all  to  vote  for  the  republicans,  yet  the  county  wbs 
carried  for  the  democrats  by  625. 

Question,  Do  you  attribute  that  result  in  any  manner  to  intimidation  caused  by  tins 
occurrence  or  to  actual  threats  made  by  anybody  at  the  election ;  or  do  you  attribute 
it  to  the  persuasive  means  to  which  you  have  adverted  as  being  addressed  to  t^ 
negro  voters  f 

Answer.  I  attribute  it  to  persuasion  and  kindness  entirely,  and  to  disgust  with  the 
treatment  some  of  the  negroes  had  received  firom  men  who  were  republicans.  I  sm 
sure  that  if  any  intimidation  or  improper  means  had  been  used  to  keep  negroes  frem 
the  polls,  I  should  certainly  have  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Is  there  in  that  section  any  such  ostracism  or  terrorism  resoirted  to  ss  is 
caioulated  to  prevent,  or  has  actually  prevented,  the  free  expression  of  political  senti- 
ments by  men  of  all  classes  of  politics  T 

Answer.  1  think  there  is  not  now. 

Question.  Has  there  l>een  T 

Answer.  There  has  been,  as  was  illustrated  at  that  Ent^iw  riot.  There  was  ui  appm^ 
ent  determination  that  Major  Hays  should  not  address  the  people  at  that  place.  Bnt 
I  certainly  do  not  know  of  any  opposition  to  any  person,  white  or  black,  expressing  bis 
views  on  any  subject,  publicly  or  privately,  except  in  that  instance ;  I  mean  since  the 
presidential  canvass.  There  was  some  opposition  made  in  my  town  to  Major  Hays  sod 
General  Warner  making  public  speeches  there.  There  seemed  to  be  a  great  deal  of 
excitement  against  what  were  called  **  carpet-baggers''  and  *^  scalawags/'  and  wbes 
these  gentlemen  went  there,  there  seemed  to  be  a  determination  that  they  should  not 
speak.  I  used  what  little  influence  I  had,  however,  to  see  that  they  got  a  peaceful  and 
quiet  hearinff ;  and  everything  went  off  smoothly  and  satisfactorily. 

Question,  On  that  occasion,  m  the  presidential  campaign,  how  was  the  detennination 
manifested  f 

Answer.  Just  by  words. 

Question.  By  words  only  f  ^ 

Answer,  Violent  men  on  the  street  would  say,  "These  men  shan't  speak  here  to-day." 
I  got  up  and  addressed  the  crowd  and  told  them  those  gentlemen  had  a  right  to  speak 
and  must  be  heard  if  they  wished  to  be,  and  should  be  heard ;  that  this  was  a  6«« 
country,  and  they  had  as  much  right  to  speak  as  anybody ;  but  if  ihey  would  not  ^ 
any  other  reason,  I  asked  them  as  a  personsd  favor  to  me  to  listen  to  those  geutlcmeo 
patiently,  quietly,  and  respectfully ;  and  they  did. 

Question.  That  was  in  your  county  in  1868  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  opposition  on  that  occasion  (I  think  it  was  in  1866)  and  the 
opposition  to  Msgor  Hays's  speaking  in  Entaw  are  the  only  instances  I  have  beard  of 
oppos'iuion  being  made  to  any  repuolican  making  a  speech ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
any  man,  whether  republican  or  otherwise,  can  go  throngh  any  county  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,  and  speak  without  the  slightest  danger  to  himself  personally,  and,  I  thiuk, 
also  without  any  disagreeable  interruption. 

Qnestion.  Is  it  your  oelief  now,  taking  the  counties  with  which  you  are  most  con- 
versant— Greene  County  and  Sumter — tnat  a  republican  meeting  can  be  called,  com- 
posed of  colored  men  and  any  white  republicans  who  may  see  proper  to  attend  f - 

Ansfwer.  Just  as  freely  as  a  democratic  meeting. 

Question.  And  be  addressed  without  personal  Ganger  ? 

Ansicer.  Just  as  much  as  a  democratic  meeting.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it.  There  ii  a 
marked  change  in  the  feelings  of  the  people  during  the  last  iive  years.  They  are  be- 
coming more  kindly  disposed,  and  more  content  with  things  as  they  are  ;  and  then  is 
more  disposition  to  acquiesce  in  the  present  state  of  things  than  there  has  ever  beoi 
before ;  and  I  think  the  bitterness  toward  republicans,  whether  natives  of  the  State  or 
otherwise,  is  ^eatly  diminished.  To  be  sure,  thera  are  a  few  violent  i)oliticians  who 
hate  a  repubhcan,  no  matter  where  he  comes  from — who  have  no  tolerance  atall  fer 
men  of  that  party.  But  in  everything  I  now  say  about  the  public  feeling  in  my  part 
of  the  country,  I  speak  of  the  great  mass  of  the  white  men ;  there  are  exceptional  case, 
of  course,  but  tiiose  oxceptionul  cases  cannot  control  public  sentiment  or  public  ectiffii 
so  as  to  prevent  any  public  meeting  or  public  demonstration  that  any  repabiieao. 
white  or  black,  may  wish  to  make  in  a  peaceful  and  (juiet  manner. 

Question.  Has  this  Impression  with  reference  to  the  insecurity  of  r^nblicaas  in  that 
region  grown  in  any  manner  out  of  the  alleged  fact  (and  wo  desire  to  Imow  whether  it 
IB  a  fact)  that  these  outrages  committed  in  secret  have  genenilly,  if  not  univ^rsaHy, 
been  committed  upon  the  negroes  and  upon  republicans  ? 


*  ALABAMA.  339 

• 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  tbere  is  any  insecnrity  for  repnblioans  iu  my  part  of  the  State, 
any  fnrther  than  this :  There  are,  as. I  have  Aated,  extremely  bitter  politicians,  and 
there  are  desperate,  bad  men,  a  few — ^they  are  comparatively  few — and  those  few  hate 
repeblioans,  whether  natives  of  the  State  <^  otherwise.  Bnt  I  do  not  think  that  the 
personal  safety  of  any  republican  is,  or  is  likely  to  be,  imperiled  in  Alabama  on  ac- 
count of  his  politics.  The  feeling  of  the  white  people  toward  republican  office-holders, 
whether  natives  or  not,  is  pretty  strong  still,  but  far  less  bitter  than  it  has  b^n — ^very 
far.  The  peoide  seem  to  consider  that  the  native  republicans  are  treacherous  to  their 
KectioD,  and  tnat  those  republicans  who  have  emigrated  there  are  intruders — ^I  mean 
those  who  are  holding  offices.  The  impression  is,  that  they  are  intruders  into  theso 
offices,  and  taking  what  they  ought  not  to  have.  But  while  the  people  feel  they  ore  intnid- 
era,  and  do  not  deserve  to  occupy  these  places,  I  think  that  fully  95  per  cent,  of  the 
people  treat  these  office-holders  with  the  respect  and  courtesy  that  is  due  to  the  stations 
they  occupy,  without  re^suxl  to  the  individual ;  and  in  many  cases  they  treat  them  cor- 
disUy  in  a  social  point  of  view.  I  do  not  know  any  judge  who  has  over  presided  in  the 
circuit  in  which  I  live  who  has  been  treated  with  more  cordiality,  in  a  social  point  of 
view,  than  Judge  Smith  ;  and  yet  there  are  bad  men  there  who  denounce  him  as  a 
"  carpet-baggeir  and  intruder,  and  would  be  glad  to  get  him  out  of  the  office. 

Quisatum,  Is  it  the  fact  that  where  men  have  been  murdered  in  secret,  and  by  persons 
in  disguise,  or  where  they  have  been  whipped,  the  victims  have  been  republicans? 

Ansvoer.  I  think  that  as  to  the  m^ority  of  crimes  that  I  have  heard  of  being  com- 
mitted, either  upon  white  or  black,  the  subjects  of  the  crimes  were  republicans,  but 
not  in  all  cases. 

(^uestiom,  ^Si^j  that  fact  have  given  rise  to  the  apprehension  of  insecurity  which  many 
persons  say  they  have ;  you  think  the  feeling  is  not  well  founded ;  but  may  not  that 
fact  account  for  it  f 

Answer,  I  think  so.  If  any  republican  in  my  part  of  the  State  feels  anv  insecurity 
of  person  or  property,  it  is  very  natural  he  should  attribute  the  feeling  to  tlie  fact  that 
outrages  have  been  committed  upon  people  of  his  politics  more  than  upon  anybody 
else.  But,  as  I  obseryed  befdre^  the  class  of  crimes  which  have  been  conimitteil  in 
secret  has  greatly  diminished,  if  not  ceased  to  exist.  I  have  heard  of  no  outrage  com- 
mitted in  secret  for  a  long  time. 

Questkm.  Is  there  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  your  people  to  assist  iu  enforcing  the 
law  of  Confess  intended  to  suppress  this  class  of  outrages  and  wrongs  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  that  law  has  been  but  recently  passed,  and  I  am  not  able  to  state 
what  public  opinion  is  upon  that  subject.  I  think,  though,  that  a  jury  either  in  the 
SGate  coorts  or  the  Federal  courts,  selected  fcbirly  and  impartially,  would  convict,  it 
the  evidence  and  the  charge  of  the  court  should  require  it,  however  much  it  might  go 
against  the  srain  to  do  it.  That  is  my  opinion.  It  is  my  opinion  also,  that  it  is  not 
the  policy  of  the  Qovemment  to  prosecute  that  class  of  cases  now. 

By  Mr.  Cobxjrn  : 

Question,  Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  you  think  it  is  not,  or  it  ought  not  to  be,  the  policy 
of  the  Government  f 

Answer,  I  think  that  the  people  think  it  is  not  the  policy;  and  my  own  opinion 
is  — 

QuesHan,  Yon  do  not  understand  the  question.  Do  the  people  think  that  it  is  not, 
or  that  it  ought  not  to  be,  the  policy? 

Answer,  I  mean  that  it  is  impolitic  to  prosecute  that  class  of  oases. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  For  what  reason  ? 

Answer,  In  the  first  place,  while  the  gi'eat  mass  of  the  southern  people  are  loyal  to 
the  Government,  and  feel  determined  to  obey  the  laws  of  the  (ibvemroent  to  the 
utmost  of  their  ability,  they  do  not  feel  affectionate  toward  the  Government.  They 
act  tunder  a  sense  of  dutv  more  than  a  sense  of  love.  They  feel  that  they  laid  down 
th^r  arms  at  the  dose  of  the  war  in  good  faith  and  with  a  determination  to  be  good 
citizens  afterward,  if  permitted ;  and  they  feel  that,  notwithstanding  that,  the  Gov- 
eniDient  has  treated  them  as  rebels  still  and  as  enemies ;  and  they  regard  this  legisla- 
tion that  yon  allude  to  as  one  of  the  evidences  of  unfriendliness  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  towiurd  the  southern  people.  When  I  say  it  is  impolitic  in  the  Government 
to  enforce  those  laws  even  in  a  proper  case  I  mean  this :  That  I  think  it  is  the  policy  of 
the  Government  to  act  toward  the  southern  people  in  such  a  way  as  not  only  to  secure  ^ 
their  reepect  and  obedience  and  loyalty  to  the  Government,  bnt  their  affection.  That 
can  only  be  done  by  the  Government  acting  toward  them  with  magnanimity,  gener- 
osity, and  kindn^.  To  undert<ake  to  prosecute  these  offenses  under  these  **  Ku-Klux 
lanrs/^  I  believe  they  call  them,  makes  tue  i)eople  think  it  is  an  indication  of  unfriend- 
liness on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  it  keeps  the  southern  x>eople  irritated  with 
the  idea  that  they  are  still  treated  as  enemies  and  rebels,  although  they  have  ceased 
to  be  so  in  fact,  and  ceased  to  have  any  purpose  or  desire  ever  to  be  so  again.    The 
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heart  of  the  southern  people  cannot  he  restored  to  the  Government  withont  semr- 
odity  and  kindness,  and  an  ahandonment  of  those  extreme  measnres  whiolh  some  people 
desire  to  see  enforced  against  them. 

Question.  Is  it  the  sentiment  of  the  large  majority  of  the  people  in  your  State  that  th« 
effort  of  the  General  Government  to  prosecute  and  punish  offenders  is  the  evidence  of 
nnfriendly  feeling  toward  the  whole  southern  people  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  look  at  the  matter  in  this  light :  Congress  makes  these  hsm, 
and  makes  obtain  acts  crimes,  and  then  deprives  the  otate  courts  of  the  inrisdietkHi  of 
those  crimes,  and  drags  citizens  a  long  distance  from  home  to  a  Federad  court,  where 
they  are  perfect  stangers,  at  heavy  expense^  and  to  the  great  neelect  of  their  busioees. 
It  keeps  the  southern  people  irritated.  The  United  States  is  ahle  to  he  generous  and 
magnanimous  to  these  southern,  people,  and  the  way  to  put  down  these  Crimes  is  not  to 
prosecute  them,  but  it  is  to  forgive  them. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  the  Ku-Klux  outrages  Y 

Anaxcer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  very  fact  that  you  undertake  to  prosecute  and  persecute  these 
men,  if  there  are  any  Ku-Kiuxes,  will  make  two  where  there  is  but  one. 

Question.  Is  your  remedy,  and  the  remedy  of  your  people,  to  let  them  go  on,  fotglvhig 
every  offense  they  conmiit  f 

An8U)er.  O  no,  sir ;  I  think  that  every  great  crime  ought  to  be  punished  by  some  coort 
or  other.  But  I  think,  as  I  stated  before,  that  the  legislation  of  Congress  on  this  Ku-Klni 
question  is,  so  far  as  the  southern  people  are  concerned,  impolitic.  I  do  not  think  that 
tne  hearts  of  the  southern  people  can  ever  be  brought  back  to  the  Government  as  long 
as  such  legislation  stands  on  the  statute-book  and  is  enforced  with  the  rigor  with  which 
it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Government  to  enforce  it.  I  think  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  nave  the  heart  of  the  entire  people — hot  only  loyalty  upon  principle,  bat 
loyalty  from  love. 

Question.  Conceding,  as  I  understand  you  do,  that  there  are  no  cases  in  which  meo 
have  been  brought  to  justice  in  the  State  courts  for  these  secret  crimes,  what  remedy 
would  you  suggest  for  themf 

Ans^cer.  I  have  already  stated  all  I  can  on  that  subject.  In  the  circuit  in  whidi  I 
practice,  I  know  as  a  fact  that  the  officers  of  the  court  and  the  grand  iuries  have  used 
their  utmost  exertions  to  ferret  out  these  offenders  without  success.  Whether  jj^nry  i* 
committed  by  witnesses  before  the  grand  jury,  I  cannot  tell.  I  suppose,  if  any  perjmies 
are  committecl,  the  same  peijuries  would  be  committed  in  the  Federal  courts  that  are  com- 
mitted in  the  state  courts ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  the  Federal  courts  would  be  likely  lo 
ferret  out  these  secret  crimes  more  successfully  than  the  State  courts  could.  I  think  tt» 
State  courts  more  likely  to  ferret  them  out  than  the  Federal  eourts,  because,  in  fbe 
State  courts,  the  investigation  takes  place  in  the  county  in  which  the  offense  was  com- 
mitted, and  in  which  it  is  to  be  presumed  there  is  some  evidence  to  be  fouxtd.  There 
are  some  prosecutions  now  pending  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  at  Mobilv 
for  the  Eutaw  riot.  I  am  defending  one  of  those  accused  parties :  and  I  know  iha  state 
of  feeling  in  Greene  County  in  reference  to  those  prosecutions.  I  was  not  at  Eutaw  on 
the  day  of  this  unfortunate,  occurrence ;  but  I  am  very  well  informed  what  did  occtn 
to  General  Warner,  and  Governor  Parsons,  and  others  who  were  present ;  and,  from  my 
knowledge  of  public  sentiment  in  Greene  County,  I  think  that  the  Government  wooJd 
make  friends,  1  think  that  the  republican  party  would  make  friends  in  the  South,  by 
dropping  those  prosecutions.  I  think  that  the  Government  will  make  enemies  by  par- 
suing  them. 

Question.  In  saying  that,  do  you  mean  to  convey  the  idea  that  those  men  are  not 
guilty  of  any  offense  against  the  peace  and  security  of  the  community  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  what  the  truth  is  about  the  facts.  One  aide  nq^resent^ 
the  facts  in  one  way,  and  the  other  in  another.  These  men  who  are  prosecuted,  and  their 
friends,  say,  and  declare  that  they  will  abundantly  prove  it,  that  this  difficnl]^  was 
brought  on  by  Major  Hays  and  his  friends.  The  other ^ide  say  that  it  was  bxouf^t  on 
by  the  democrats. 

Question.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  any  man,  or  any  party;  hot 
taking  it  for  granted  that  the  peace  was  disturbed,  that  a  public  meeting  was  broken 
up,  and  that  men  were  wounded,  do  you  think  that  the  policy  of  the  Goverskment- 
eitner  State  or  Federal,  ought  to  be  to  permit  such  an  occurrence  to  pass  with  impo- 
uity,  and  not  punish  those  who  are  guilty,  whether  democrats  or  republicMia,  whits  o^ 
black  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  it  is  the  poh'cy  of  the  Government  not  to  prosoeute  thfse 
cases.  In  the  first  place,  this  is  a  new  offense,  created  by  Congress  not  long  agio.  This 
is  the  first  prosecution  I  have  heard  of  under  that  act  of  Congress ;  and  I  think  that 
really  everything  hta  been  accomplished  now  that  the  Government  ought  to  desire  t« 
accomplish.  Jt  was  not  known  before  to  any  general  extent  that. such  a  law  existed- 
It  was  no  offense  before  this  act  of  Congress ;  this  prosecution  has  already  made  tin? 
fiict  generally  known  that  it  is  an  offense ;  and  I  think  the  prosecution  thus  iw,  i» 
stopped  now,  will  be  just  as  effectual  in  preventing  a  recurrence  of  a  similar  (i£&lt  »s 
if  these  men  were  convicted.    I  think  the  moral  effect  of  the  prosecution  would  be  jus: 
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(18  good  for  the  (Government  if  it  were  stopped  where  it  is  as  if  these  men  were  con- 
viewed.  I  think  the  moral  effect  in  favor  of  the  Government  wonld  be  far  greater  to 
stop  the  proeecntion  than  to  succeed  in  conviction  or  be  defeated  on  a  trial. 

Question.  The  object  of  this  investigation  being  to  ascertain  as  nearly  as  we  can  the 
ac^al  condition  of  things  in  your  State  as  affecting  personal  safety  and  the  execution 
ofthe  laws,  if  you  have  Knowledge  of  any  other  general  feet  which  will  aid  the  com- 
mittee in  their  investigations,  state  it  fully. 

Answer*  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  state  anything  important  except  what  I  have  al- 
ready stated,  and  what  is  fairly  to  be  deduced  &om  what  I  have  said. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

QjueeUon.  Im  giving  your  deliberate  opinion  that  it  would  be  politic  and  wise  in  the 
Government  not  to  prosecute  under  this  Ku-Klux  law,  I  understand  that  your  main 
underlying  reason  is  that  the  State  courts  can  exe:  ate  the  law  better  than  the  Federal 
courts? 

Answer,  That  is  one  reason ;  and  then  I  think  that  it  would  show  a  kindness  and 
{generosity  on  the  part  of  the  Government  that  would  be  properly  appreciated.  I  think 
it  would  make  friends  for  the  Government.  I  am  a  friend  of  the  Government  myself, 
althongh  I  do  not  belong  to  the  party  which  now  controls  it.  That  is  my  opinion  as  a 
lawyer  and  a  citizen. 

Qtiestion.  What,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  the  best  and  most  effective  mode  for  this 
committee  to  ascertain  the  true  condition  of  affairs  in  the  southern  county — by  sitting 
here  as  a  committee,  or  by  ^uing  there  in  person  and  looking  into  the  matter  ? 

Ansvcer.  Well,  I  should  think  that  personal  observation  would  be  more  satisfactory 
than  the  examination  of  witnesses,  whose  opinions  are  probably  very  different.  The 
difficulty  is,  that  if  a  committee  similar  to  this,  or  this  committee  itself,  were  to  go  there, 
it  would  hardly  be  able  to  stay  long  enough  in  any  one  x)lace  to  form  a  correct  judg- 
ment. I  feel  very  sure  that  if  this  committee  or  any  other  committee  were  to  remain 
a  sufficient  leugtn  of  time  in  my  part  of  the  State,  they  would  certainly  arrive  at  con- 
clusions similar  to  those  that  I  have  expressed  hero  tK>-day. 

QueeUon.  Would  not  the  committee  have  just  as  much  time  to  examine  respecting 
that  particular  locality  there  as  here,  except  the  time  consumed  in  traveling  back  and 
forth  ? 

Answer,  I  allude  now  to  personal  ob8erva4ion ;  I  do  not  allude  to  the  examination  of 
witnesses!  I  think  yon  can  examine  witne^^  with  as  much  facility  and  effect  here  as 
there.  When  I  say  that  you  could  arrive  at  a  more  siatisfactory  conclusion  there  than 
here,  I  refer  to  information  obtained  £rom  your  personal  observation  rather  than  the 
examination  of  witnesses. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Why  is  Judge  Smith  obnoxious  in  Choctaw  County  f 

Answer.  For  no  other  reason  in  the  world  than  that  I  have  stated,  that  he  is  regarded 
as  an  interloper  and  an  intruder  into  an  office  that  rightfully  belongs  to  a  native  south- 
erner. They  find  no  fault  with  him  as  a  man,  or  as  a  jud^e.  I  never  heard  an  un- 
kind word  said  about  him  in  his  judicial  capacity,  or  as  a  citizen,  further  than  that  he 
is  a  radical,  and  is  an  intruder  into  an  office  that  a  native  southerner  ought  to  till.  That 
is  everything. 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 

QuesiUm.  How  long  4o  your  people  regard  it  as  necessary  for  a  man  to  live  in  your 
State  before  he  has  a  right  to  hold  an  ofnce  or  ought  to  hold  an  office  f 

Answer.  In  speaking  of  the  people  of  Choctaw  Co«nty,  I  wish  to  be  understood  as 
speaking  only  in  reference  to  a  small  portion.  Judge  Smith  has  a  great  many  warm 
tfiends  in  Choctaw  County,  and  is  very  much  respected  there.  He  owns  a  very  large 
estate  there. 

Question.  Is  it  or  is  it  not  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  your  county  that  men  from 
other  States  have  no  right  to  hold  offices,  or  ought  not  to  hold  them  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  the  feeling  is  or  has  been  (it  is  not  so  strong  now  as  it  has  been 
by  a  eood  deal)  that  our  conquerors  floated  over  upon  us,  and  absorbed  all  our  offices 
and  fQl  our  means  to  the  extent  they  were  capable  of  doing ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  won 
dered  at  that  the  feeling  I  have  expressed  should  exist  to  some  extent. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Quesiion.  The  only  surprise  is  that  it  does  not  exist  to  a  greater  extent  Y 
Answer.  I  think  so. 

By  Mr.  BEffK : 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  imposition  of  a  constitution  upon  you  aft«r  you 
had  defeated  it,  and  the  imposition  of  officers  upon  you  who  had  been  feirly  defeated 
under  the  reconstruction  act  of  Congress  by  your  feilure  to  vote,  was  one  of  the  most 
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serious  complaints  yon  had  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  thoae  men  got  their 
officer  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  certiunly. 

Question,  Did  not  your  people  regard  those  who  held  those  c^oes  as  men  whom  they 
had  defeated  in  strict  accordance  with  the  law  of  Conmss  itself  f 

Answer,  That  was  the  feeling  then.  It  has  subsided  to  a  great  extent  now.  We 
have  made  up  our  minds  to  stand  anything. 

Question,  And  did  not  the  fact  that  those  officers  and  that  constitution  were  so  hn- 
posed  upon  you  by  Congress  in  violation  of  its  own  legislation  produce  bitterness  botb 
against  the  constitution  and  the  officers  more  than  any  other  cause  f 

Anstoer,  That  was  the  feeling  at  one  time.  I  do  not  know  the  extent  to  which  that 
feeling  is  prevalent  now.  * 

Question,  I  am  speaking  of  the  time  at  which  this  feeling  existed  against  those  oft- 
cersf 

Answer.  The  people  of  Alabama  felt  greatljr  outraged  by  the  course  that  Congress 
pursued  in  forcing  that  bogus  State  constitution  upon  us  under  which  we  are  Uvmg 
now? 

Question,  And  also  the  officers? 

Answer.  And  the  officers  elected  under  it. 

Question.  Both  legislative  aud  county  officers  ? 

Ansufer,  The  officers  elected  under  it.  I  believe  all  the  judicial  officers  now  in  the 
^tate,  except  those  who  are  holding  offices  by  execntive  appointment,  were  elected 
under  that  constitution. 

Question,  And  the  democratic  party  failed  to  vote  altogether,  assuming  that  they  bad 
a  right  to  abstain  and  thereby  defeat  those  officers,  aud  did  so  defeat  them  ?  Was  not 
that  the  fact  f 

Anstcer.  That  was  the  idea  then. 

Question.  Therefore,  were  not  those  men  who  occupied  those  positions  both  in  the 
legislature  and  in  the  coimties — judges  and  others— elected  by  Congress  and  not  by  the 
people  of  Alabama  f    Was  not  that  the  feeling  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Aud  did  not  that  cause  them  to  be  regarded  as  interlopers,  so  far  as  the 
people  were  coucemed  f 

Answer,  That  had  something  to  do  with  it. 

Questioit,  They  considered  the  constitution  illegal  and  all  the  offices  under  it  improp- 
erly lilled  f 

Ansicer.  That  was  the  feeling  then ;  but,  as  I  stated  before,  the  feeling  toward  tbe#e 
office-holders  under  that  constitution  is  far  less  violent,  very  far  less  violent,  than  it 
has  been  heretofore.  We  have  got  used  to  it  and  have  determined  to  take  things  as 
we  fiud  them,  and  do  the  best  we  can.  We  are  prostrated  in  a  pecuuiary  point  of  view, 
and  are  trying  more  to  restore  our  prosperity  to  some  extent  than  we  are  to  succeed  in 
politics.  In  answer  to  a  question  by  the  chairman  as  to  cases  of  outrage  in  my  county, 
I  omitted  to  state  one  case.    If  it  be  desired,  I  will  state  it  now. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Yon  can  state  it  at  the  close  of  your  examination.  I  wish  now  to  ptxt  a 
question  in  connection  with  the  point  of  which  you  have  just  been  sjieaking.  Was  it 
the  view  of  your  people  that,  having  defeated  the  constitution  once  by  abstaining  firom 
voting  aud  preventing  it  from  obtaining  a  majority  of  the  registered  voters,  they  still 
had  the  right  to  go  on  preventing  the  organization  of  a  State  government  under  the 
law  of  Coiigress  by  abstaining  from  voting  ? 

Answer.  O  no,  by  no  means.  We  suj^posed  Congress  had  the  right  to  let  the  State 
back  into  the  Union  on  such  terms  as  it  pleased.  But  we  considered  that  that  cou* 
stitntion  was  fairly  defeated  on  the  very  basis  of  the  congressional  action  in  reference 
to  it,  and  that,  having  been  defeated,  it  was  a  great  wrong  on  the  people  for  Congre&> 
to  force  it  upon  them. 

Question.  Was  not  the  very  ground  of  abstaining  from  voting  the  opinion  that  Con- 
gress had  no  right  to  submit  it  at  all  ? 

Anstver.  I  do  not  know  about  that.  • 

Question.  Was  or  was  not  that  your  view  f 

Anstcer.  I  thiuk  not.  I  think  that,  so  far  as  my  information  wei^t  then,  the  idea  wa^ 
that  if  the  conservatives  would  absent  tJiemselves  from  the  polls,  there  woull  not  be 
a  sufficient  vote  cast  to  secure  the  adoption  of  the  constitution. 

Question,  There  would  not  bo  a  m^ority  of  the  registered  voters  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Another  thing  was  that  a  great  many  people,  I  believe,  were  not 
qualified  to  vote  theu/who  have  become  qualified  since. 

Question,  Tbey  were  not  registered,  then,  of  course  f  ' 

Answer.  Of  course  not. 

Question,  Was  it  your  idea  then  that  if  another  constitution  was  submitted,  the  peo- 
ple would  still  abstain  from  voting  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Blair. 

Queatian.  Was  it  your  objection  to  the  constitution  which  was  actoally  submitted 
that  influenced  your  people  in  abstaining  £rom  Toting,  not  any  objection  to  the  power 
of  Congress  in  submitting  it  Y 

Answer,  That  was  my  idea. 

By  Mr.  Van  Tbump  : 

Qvet^um.  Had  not  the  people  of  Alabama  a  very  strong  recollection  that  the  policy 
of  the  republican  par^  before  that  time  had  been  very  different  under  a  letter  of  Mr. 
Lincoln  ordering  an  election  in  Arkansas  under  the  old  constitution  f  Was  not  that  a 
fact  in  the  contemplation  of  the  people  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  what  the  expression  of  public  sentiment  then  was.  I  had 
made  up  my  own  mind  to  submit  to  anything  that  happened ;  and  I  did  not  take  as 
much'  interest  in  it  as  a  good  many  other  people ;  and  my  information,  therefore,  is 
not  so  good  as  that  of  some  others. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Afler  yon  had  defeated  the  State  constitution  ai\&  the  officers  nominated  under 
it,  in  strict  conformity  with  the  acts  of  Congress,  as  I  believe,  and  as  I  think  nobody 
denies,  was  it  not  supposed  by  you  that  Congress  would  take  some  steps  to  re-submit 
that  constitution  to  a  convention  or  some  other  body  of  men,  so  as  to  get  it  into  some 
modified  form  with  the  objectionable  features  stricken  out? 

Answer.  Of  course. 

Question,  Did  not  Congress,  in  June,  three  or  four  months  after  yon  had  defeated 
that  constitution  and  those  officers,  impose  it  and  all  the  defeated  officers  upon  yon, 
without  giving  you  a  chance  to  make  any  modification  in  the  constitution  or  to  defeat 
those  persons  at  the  polls  7 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  the  date ;  I  know  that  we  got  the  constitution. 

QuesUon,  Do  you  not  recollect  that  it  was  defeated  in  February  and  imposed  upou 
you  in  June  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect. 

Quesiunu  Your  State  came  in  under  the  omnibus  bill  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  Without  having  any  chance  to  vote  upon  your  constitution  at  all^  except 
the  vote  by  which  you  had  dcdfeated  it,  and  without  any  chance  to  vote  agamst  tne 
officers  so  imposed  ? 

Answer,  Tes,  sir.    We  have  ceased  to  grumble  about  that,  though. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

QuesUon,  Do  you  recollect  what  was  the  vote  for  the  constitution  t  Was  it  not 
about  80,0001 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  somewhere  between  80,000  and  90,000. 

Question,  Do  you  not  recollect  that  there  was  a  larger  vote  than  any  State  or  national 
ticket  has  since  received  on  either  side  7 

Answer,  I  cannot  remember. 

Questi4m,  How  was  it  in  your  own  judicial  district  and  county  7  Did  not  Judge 
Smith,  for  instance,  receive  a  large  majority  of  the  regestered  vote  of  the  district  7 

Ansnoer,  Of  course. 

Question,  Did  not  your  county  officers  in  iSumter^  and  the  oount;^  officers  in  Greene, 
and  generally  in  those  counties  you  have  spoken  of,  receive  a  minority  of  the  registerea 
vote! 

Answer,  I  think  so ;  that  is  my  reooUection. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  In  your  reply  to  Mr.  Book,  a  few  moments  ago,  did  yon  mean  to  say  that 
Congress  elected  Judge  Sm^th  7 

Answer,  I  did  not. 

Question,  Did  you  mean  to  say  that  Congress  elected  the  officers  who  are  now  holding 
office  in  Alabama  7 

Answer.  I  did  not,  except  indirectly.  Congress  required  the  people  to  accept  a  con- 
stitution that  they  had  repudiated,  and  to  accept  officers  under  it  who  were  neces- 
sarily repudiated  with  the  constitution.  Congress  is  responsible  to  that  extent.  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  Congress  is  responsible  any  further. 

Question,  You  do  not  mean  to  be  understood  to  say  ihaX  Congress  reaUy  elected  those 
officers  7 

Answer,  Of  course  not. 

Question,  Did  you  not  say  that  you  thought  Congress  had  a  right  to  re-admit  the 
Sti^  upon  such  terms  as  it  pleased  7 

Answer,  That  was  my  opinion.  I  looked  upon  ourselves  as  a  conquered  people,  at 
the  mercy  of  Congress  and  the  General  Government,  and  we  had  to  submit  to  what- 
ever they  required  of  us. 
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Question,  You  looked  on  the  proposition  upon  which  yoa  were  about  to  vote  as  the 
teiins  proposed  by  Congress  for  your  acceptaace  ? 

Anewer.  Yes,  sir. 
.  Question,  And  you  declined  to  vote  nx>on  it  at  all  Y 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  thought  it  a  very  objectionable  constitution  in  many  respects, 
and  we  took  it  for  granted  it  that  was  rejected,  Congress  would  give  us  another  chance. 

Question,  That  proposition  being  rejected  by  you,  you  supposed  Congress  had  the 
right  to  make  other  terms  in  their  discretion  t 

Answer,  That  was  my  opinion ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  a  correct  ephiion  or 
not. 

Question.  Then  do  you  deny  the  richt  of  Congress  to  impose  that  constitution  upon 
you,  notwithstanding  the  rejection  of  it  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  think  they  bad  the  right  by  force  of  the  power  they  possessed ; 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  they  put  terms  upon  us  that  they  did  not  propose  to  do  in  the 
first  instance.    They  had  the  right  because  they  had  the  power. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Do  yon  think  the  power  gave  them  the  right  t 
Answer,  It  is  the  same  thing  to  us. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

QiiestioH,  Did  you  think  it  improper  for  Congress  to  impose  any  terms  that  were  not 
entirely  satisfactory  to  you  f 

Answer,  Our  idea  was  that  Congress  had  no  right  to  impose  terms  upon  us  that 
would  put  us  in  a  worse  predicament  than  any  other  State  in  the  Union.  We  sap- 
posed  we  had  the  right,  it  we  were  permitted  to  return  to  the  Union  at  all,  to  retsm 
on  an  equality  with  the  other  States.  That  was  our  idea,^nd  I  think  that  is  our  idoa 
still. 

Question,  Then  you  mean  to  say  that  Congress,  under  the  right  which  you  acknowl- 
edged it  had,  treated  the  people  of  Alabama  worse  than  it  did  the  people  of  the  olher 
States? 

Answer.  That  was  the  feeling,  I  think,  of  the  southern  people. 

Question.  That  is  all  yon  mean  to  say  T 

Answer,  That  is  all. 

Question,  Would  you  think  that  circumstance  any  reason  whyi^eaoeable  citizefnsin 
Alabauia  should  be  taken  from  their  homes  and  whipped  by  disguised  men  T 

Answer,  By  no  means. 

Question.  Would  you  think  that  any  palliation  of  the  offense  ? 

Answer,  By  no  means ,'  and  such  is  not  the  sense  of  5  per  cent,  of  the  peoplei  of  Ala- 
bama. I  can  truly  say  that  95  per  cent,  of  the  white  men  of  Alabama  are  law  abiding, 
peaceable,  loyal  men,  and  all  they  want  is  just  to  be  let  alone,  and  have  a  fair  chance 
to  recover  from  the  disasters  of  the  war.  They,  hate  crime,  and  will  do  as  much  in 
their  power  to  put  down  crime  as  Congress  itself.  I  think  the  great  error  tiie  north- 
em  people*  and  probably  the  republican  party  in  general,  commit,  is  to  hold  the  mass 
of  the  southern  people  responsible  for  the  outrages  conmutted  by  a  few  deeperate, 
drunken,  obscure  individuals. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  class  of  offenses  known  as  Ku-Klux  offenses 
in  your  State  are  committed  b^  a  few  bad  men  t 

#  Answer.  That  is  my  supposition ;  and  I  will  tell  you  why  I  suppose  so ;  and  I  will  in 
this  connection  make  the  statement  I  omitted  to  make  awhile  ago.  I  think  it  was  the 
year  before  last  that  a  party  of  dis^ised  men  went  to  the  town  of  Livingston  for 
the  purpose  of  lynching,  perhaps  of  killing  a  man  named  Dr.  Chotteau,  who  had  ren- 
dered himself  exceedingly  obnoxious  by  efforts  to  incite  the  negroes  to  insurrection 
against  the  whites.  They  failed  to  find  him.  He  was  anticipating  an  attack,  and  ha5 
gotten  a  friend,  named  Coblenz,  to  stay  with  him  and  guard  him.  When  these  dis- 
guised men  went  to  the  house,  they  broke  open  the  door,  and  one  of  them  stmck  a 
match.  As  he  did  so,  while  in  the  door^  he  was  shot  down  by  a  man  standing  opposite. 
Thereupon  the  disguised  men  rushed  in  and  shot  Coblenz  to  death.  This  ilisguieed 
man  shot  by  Coblenz  was  killed.  It  never  was  ascertained  who  the  other  disgnised 
men  were ;  I  mean  those  other  than  the  man  who  was  killed.  They  carried  Ss  the 
dead  body,  and  it  was  afterward  ascertained  who  the  slain  man  was.  He  was  one  of 
the  most  desperate  and  dissipated  voung  men  in  that  section  of  the  country.  And  I 
infer  from  that  fact  that  his  comrades  and  those  engaged  in  those  enterprises  are  of  a 
similar  character.  That  is  the  reason  I  say  that  I  think  these  crimes  are  committed  by 
desperate  and  drunken  young  men.  This  young  man  when  shot  was  drunk,  as  was 
reported. 

Question,  That  is  the  statelnent  which  you  wanted  to  make  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  Chairman  told  me  to  state  all  crimes  I  had  heard  of  as  com- 
emitted  by  men  in  disguise.    I  had  heard  of  that,  but  omitted  to  stat^  it. 

Question,  Were  any  of  those  men  punished  for  coming  to  that  house  and  toeiikiog 
into  it  f 
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Answer,  Not  by  any  judicial  proceeding.  They  never  were  fonnd  out.  There  wan  a 
colored  man  who  was  also  shot  at  by  this  crowd,  and  who  wounded  another  of  this 
party.  He  was  before  the  grand  jury ;  and  neither  he  nor  anybody  else  could  inve 
any  account  of  the  men,  because  they  were  disguised,  and  they  could  not  tell  who  uiey 
were. 

Question,  Was  there  any  rising  up  of  the  community  to  ferret  them  out  or  to  track 
themf 

Answer,  There  was  an  attempt  to  track  them.  They  were  tracked  to  the  bank  of  the 
Tombigbee  River,  to  a  landing  leading  from  Sumter  to  Marengo  County,  and  there  they 
were  lost  sight  of. 

Question,  Was  that  in  the  direction  of  the  Mississippi  lineT 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  the  opposite  direction. 

Question,  Over  into  another  county  t 

Ansvoer.  Another  county  in  Alabama. 

Question,  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  those  men.  and  one  or  two  other 
gangs  of  a  similar  character,  seem  to  have  come  from  either  Mississippi  or  soine  distant 
county,  when  these  outrages  were  committed  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  account  for  it. 

Question,  In  the  case  of  Boyd,  the  men  seem  to  have  been  tracked  out  of  your  county, 
were  they  not  f 

Ans\cer,  I  think,  myself,  that  the  men  who  killed  Boyd  were  well  acquainted  with 
every  locality  in  Eutaw — with,  every  room  in  the  hotel  in  which  Boyd  was  slain. 
I  think  that  some  Alabamian  must  have  been  concerned  in  it.  Otherwise  I  do  not  see 
how  they  could  have  understood  so  well  the  topography  of  the  location.  According 
to  my  information,  they  guarded  every  sate  and  door ;  they  knew  precisely  the  room 
Boyd  was  in ;  they  extended  a  gun  to  the  landlord  and  his  clerk,  and  threatened  to 
shoot  them  down  unless  they  carried  them  straight  to  Boyd's  room.  The  landlord  and 
clerk  were  frightened  almost  to  death.    Thev  tmd  me  about  this  themselves. 

QuesUou.  Without  going  into  the  details  oi  that  particular  case,  is  it  not  your  opinion 
that  parties  of  this  character  mark  their  victims,  and  then  send  for  friends  from  another 
county  or  State  to  come  and  ejxecnte  their  wishes  T 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  would  (K>me  to  that  conclusion  from  circumstances.  I  do  not  see 
how  it  can  well  turn  out  that  these  crimes  can  be  committed  by  citizens  of  the  county 
in  which  the  crime  is  committed,  without  there  being  some  clue  found  out  to  detect 
tbeau.  There  is  but  one  way  to  account  for  it ;  and  that  is  that  these  men  who  know 
the. facts  in  regard  to  the  crime  deliberately  swear  falsely. 

Question.  In  court  you  mean  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  before  the  grand  jury.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  a  man  who  would 
oonnnit  midni;;ht  murder  would  swear  to  a  lie  to  avoid  £)tection. 

Question,  Is  it  not  your  opinion  that  when  these  bands  from  another  county  are  sent 
for,  some  men  from  fche  county  where  the  crime  is  to  be  committed  go  with  them  as 
guides  Y  ■ 

Answer,  I  have  no  information  upon  that  subject.  These  men  of  course  use  every 
means  that  they  can  .to  keep  themselves  concealed.  A  short  time  ago  some  men  who 
had  committed  a  homicide  lu  Mississippi,  and  were  imprisoned  in  the  jail  at  Columbus, 
Mississippi,  were  rescued  by  a  party  ot  masked  men  who  passed  through  my  town. 
I  was  absent  attending  court.  The  information  I  had  was  that  they  acted  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  make  it  be  believed  that  they  were  Alabamians.  They  really,  however, 
were  men  who  came  from  the  neighborhood  where  the  homicide  was  committed. 
They  traveled  all  the  way  through  Alabama  till  they  got  to  Columbus,  which  is  near 
the  Alabama  line.  They  rescued  their  prisoners,  took  them  out  of  jail,  took  them  back 
through  Alabama,  and  disappeared.  I  mention  this  to  show  that  these  men  act  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  throw  the  public  officers  and  the  people  in  general  off  their  guard.  It 
is  obvious  that  these  men  took  that  course  to  make  it  appear  that  Alabamians,  not 
Mississippians,  rescued  those  men.  I  presume  that  they  take  all  the  necessary  pre- 
cautions to  keep  themselves  concealed,  if  they  re^y  go  firom  one  county  to  another 
to  coomiit  a  crime. 

Question,  Is  justice  evaded  by  that  expedient  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  at  any  rate  I  do  not  know  of  any  of  these  criminals  being  pun- 
ished. I  never  heard  of  one  being  found  out.  The  only  one  I  ever  heard  of  being 
foond  out  was  the  one  who  was  kmed ;  and  he  probably  would  not  have  been  founa 
oat  if  he  had  not  been  kiUed. 

Question,  Is  the  &ct  that  they  send  for  confederates  from  different  counties  and  even 
different  States,  to  come  and  execute  their  wishes,  calculated  to  prevent  exposure  and 
detection  f 

.    Answer,  If  it  is  a  fact,  it  would  be  calculated  to  do  it.    I  do  not  know  whether  it  is 
a  fact  or  not. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  whippings,  in  Sumter  County,  of  colored  men  or 
others,  by  disguised  men  ? 

Answer,  I  brieve  not;  at  least  I  have  no  information  of  it. 
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Question,  Have  there  been  in  Greene  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  whippings.  I  have  told  you  of  tbe  murder  of  Boyd.  I 
have  not  heard  of  any  whippings  in  any  of  those  counties  I  named  as  my  jqdicial  cir- 
cuit. 

Question.  No  colored  men  f 

Answer.  Not  by  disgnised  men.  I  hare  heard  of  their  being  whipped  by  tlieir  em- 
ployers ;  but  that  was  in  broad  daylight. 

Question.  Yon  have  known  colored  men  to  be  whipped  by  their  employers! 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir,  for  disobedience. 

Question.  In  what  way  f 

Ansicei\  Just  by  knocking  theni  down. 

Question.  Have  you  known  many  instances  of  that? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  they  are  very  rare.  I  have  not  heard  of  anything  of  the  kind  since 
last  summer. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  prosecutions  for  that  t 

Answer ,  I  do  not  know  as  to  that  particular  case.  I  .have  seen  proeecntiona  before 
inferior  magistrates— justices  of  the  peace,  &c. — ^for  assaults  and  batteries  committed 
by  white  men  and  women  on  negroes ;  but  they  were  slight  offenses — nothing  aerious. 

Question.  You  said  that  perjury  in  the  courts  was,  you  thou^t,  one  reascm  why 
those  men  have  not  been  brought  to  justice  f 

Anstcer,  I  did  not  say  that ;  I  said  that  I  could  not  see  how  these  offenses  could  be 
committed  by  citizens  of  the  counties  in  which  they  were  committed  and  nobody  know 
anything  about  it ;  and  that  therefore  the  parties  concerned  in  it  must  commit  peijary 
to  Keep  It  concealed. 

Question.  Is  there  a  feeling  of  safety  on  the  part  of  witnesses  who  would  testify  iu 
the  courts  about  such  things  ? 

Ansicer.  1  have  no  means  of  answering  that  question,  because  I  don't  know.  I  was 
examined  myself  in  relation  to  the  case  of  Richard  Burke.  I  felt  no  apprehension  in 
telling  all  I  knew  about  it.  I  have  never  heard  any  witness  express  any  apprehension ; 
but  if  there  is  a  band  of  desperadoes  called  Ku-Klux,  it  is  very  natural  to  suppose  that 
a  man  would  feel  reluctant  to  testify  against  them.  I  don't  know  of  any  case  in  which 
anybody  has  refrained  from  telling  what  he  knew  on  that  account,  or  any  other. 

Question.  I  will  put  the  question  more  directly :  If  you  had  inadvertently  become 
cognizant  of  the  iuentity  of  any  parties  who  had  committed  an  outrage  of  this  eort  in 
dieguise— the  Boyd  case  or  any  other — would  you  feel  safe  iu  coming  into  coart  aad 
telling  the  whole  thing  f 

Anstcer,  1  do  not  think  I  would  feel  safe;  but  I  would  tell  the  truth  about  it. 

Question.  Of  course  you  would  tell  the  truth;  but  would  you  feel  safef 

Answer.  I  would  naturally  feel  that  I  was  iu  dan^r,  provided  there  was  a  ckm  of 
this  sort  organized  for  the  purpose  of  committing  crime. 

Question.  Suppose  you  had  seen  and  known  some  of  the  men  who  murdeted 
Boyd,  would  you  have  felt  safe  in  disclosing  the  fact,  and  going  into  court  and  testify- 
ing to  it  t 

Answer.  I  think  I  should  have  had  some  apprehension  of  personal  danger. 

Ques^on.  I  will  put  the  question  still  more  pointedly :  If  you  had  by  any  means 
known  any  of  the  parties  who  committed  the  murder  of  Boyd,  would  yon  have  felt 
your  duty  as  a  citizen  strong  enough  to  have  overcome  your  fear,  so  as  tio  make  yoa 
disclose  the  facts,  and  volunteer  as  a  witness! 

Answer.  I  believe  I  should,  unless  some  very  near  personal  friend  had  been  ocmoemed. 

Question.  You  think,  though,  you  would  have  done  such  a  thing  at  youp- peril  f 

Answer,  I  do,  provided  there  is  any  such  organized  clan  as  that.  I  do  not  know  but 
that  I  would  have  felt  in  peril  if  the  party  was  formed  for  that  purpose,  and  that  idevc, 
without  a  view  to  the  commission  of  any  other  offense  thereafter;  becaoao  Boyd  lost 
his  life  for  saying  that  he  knew  the  men  who  committed  one  murder. 

Question.  Docs  not  the  fact  that  there  is  a  successful  evasion  of  these  proeecQtioot 
indicate  to  you  that  there  must  be  some  organization — that  the  parties  have  aocomphcee^ 
and  are  well  organized  ? 

Anmcei^  Well,  sir,  I  have  never  heard  of  any  party  of  organized  men  exceeding  sixty 
in  number.  I  heard  last  summer  that  on  a  certain  occasion  sixty  armed  men  m  dis- 
guise, and  with  theii  horses  disguised,  appeared  openly  and  nublicly  in  a  village  of 
Greene  County  called  Pleasant  Kidge,  and  that  they,  went  through  various  cavalry 
evolutions  iu  perfect  silence,  and  nxlc  off  in  the  direction  of  Missiasippl.  They  did  not 
speak  a  word  or  do  a  thing.  That  is  the  largest  number  I  have  ever  known  or  ev^r 
heard  of,  and  I  know  no  reason  to  believe  that  there  are  as  many  as  that  in  any  comrty 
that  I  am  acquainted  with  in  Alabama,  unless  it  be  in  Greene,  and  unless  tLe  men  I 
have  just  alluded  to  belonged  to  Greene.  I  do  not  think,  as  I  stated  before,  tbat  there 
is  any  permanent  organization  for  political  or  other  purposes  called  Ku-Klnx,  or  any- 
thing else.  I  think  tnat  these  men  band  themselves  together  as  occasion  requires)  to 
resent  their  own  supposed  or  real  wrongs,  or  to  punish  by  lynch  law  some  person  vrbo 
has  done  something  that  they  do  not  like. 
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By  Mr.  Coburn  : 


Que&Uon,  State  how  many  of  sncb  meetiogs  yon  have  heard  ofl 
Answer.  I  never  heard  of  but  that  one. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

(fmesHim.  State  whether,  before  the  war.  repeated  murders  and  other  orimes  were  com- 
mitted, and  the  offenders  evaded  the  law  as  they  now  dof 

Answer.  A  great  many  crimes  were  committed  by  disguised  men  before  the  war. 
Lynch-law  had  been  in  force  in  an  aggravated^  form,  and  the  parties,  some  of  them, 
never  brought  to  justice;  to  be  sure  some  were ;  it  was  very  difficult  though  to  do  it 
then — almost  as  difficult  as  it  is  now.  When  you  thought  you  had  the  man  who  com- 
mitted the  offense,  persons  would  generally  swear  him  out  of  it,  and  get  him  clear. 

QuseUon.  Is  the  resort  to  alibi  commom  in  such  cases  ? 

Answer.  Well,  there  have  been  no  trials  since  the  war  to  test  that  question. 

Question.  I  mean  in  the  few  investigations  there  have  been  t  ,  g 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell ;  these  investigations  take  place  before  grand  juries,  and  I  can- 
not tell  what  occurs  there,  as  their  investigations  are  all  secret. 

QueeHon,  The  State  courts,  you  say,  have  failed  to  bring  to  justice  any  of  the  perpe- 
trators <^  these  acts  ? 

Answer.  They  have  in  my  own  part  of  the  State,  so  feur  as  I  know ;  but  I  know  that 
vigorons  efforts  have  been  used  by  the  officers  of  the  court  and  by  the  grand  juries, 
though,  so  far  as  my  information  goes,  unsuccessfully. 

Question.  And  yon  think  the  Federal  courts  would' be  as  likely  to  fail? 

Answer.  I  do,  for  the  same  reasons. 

Question.  You  think  the  State  courts  better  than  the  Federal  courts,  because  they  sit 
in  the  county  where  the  act  was  committed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  there  would  be  more  likelihood  of  the  State  court  succeed- 
ing in  ferreting  out  the  offenders,  because  it  is  at  the  spot  where  the  crime  was  com- 
mitted, while  tne  Federal  court  may  be  several  hundred  miles  distant. 

Quezon.  Are  not  the  grand  juries  in  the  State  courts  taken  fh)m  every  county  T 

Answer.  Of  course. 

Question,  In  that  way  would  it  not  be  probable  that  some  of  the  accomplices  of  the 
offenders  might  be  upon  the  grand  jury  ?  *    • 

Answer,  Of  course  they  are  just  as  likely  to  be  as  not. 

Question.  Is  there  the  same  danger  of  accomplices  being  on  the  grand  jury  of  the  Fed- 
eral court  which  sits  elsewhere  t 

Ansiver.  There  is  not  the  same  danger  in  that  respect,  because  I  believe  that  ordina- 
rily the  grand  juries  of  the  Federal  courts  are  picked  up  in  the  vicinity  of  the  court. 

Question.  Then,  in  the  Federal  courts  that  danger  would  be  escaped  f 

Answer.  It  seems  to  me  so. 

Question.  Would  that  apply  in  regard  to  the  petit  jury  Y 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  would  apply  m  the  State  court,  and  in  the  Federal  court  also. 

Question.  Would  the  witnesses  feel  more  or  less  reluctance  or  intimidation  in  testify- 
ing in  the  county  where  the  crime  was  committed,  or  at  a  distance  ^^here  the  Federal 
ce«rt  was  sitting  Y 

Answer.  If  they  felt  intimidated  at  all,  I  think  they  would  feel  less  intimidated  in 
the  county  of  their  residence  than  anywhere  else,  because  they  would  have  the  pro- 
tection of  their  friends  and  relatives,  which*  they  would  not  have  at  a  court  several 
Iiondred  miles  away. 

Question.  You  say  yon  think  there  ought  not  to  be  any  further  prosecution  of  those 
who  committed  the  violence  at  Eutaw  f 

Answer.  I  stated  that  I  thought  it  would  be  good  policy  for  the  Government  to  drop 
those  prosecutions,  and  for  the  reasons  I  gave. 

Qnestion.  Have  the  State  courts  taken  that  matter  in  hand  Y  Have  they  prosecuted 
anybody  for  connection  with  that  affair  f 

Answer.  The  State  courts  have  no  jurisdiction;  they  are  precluded  from  jurisdiction 
by  the  act  of  Congress  itself. 

Question.  That  is  a  mistake. 

Answer,  No,  sir^  the  State  courts  are  precluded;  entire  Jurisdiction  is  conferred  on 
the  district  and  circuit  courts.  _. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  That  is  not  the  vtdw  which  has  been  taken  of  that  act. 

Answer,  I  know  that  is  the  case,  because  I  argued  a  demurrer  to  the  indictment  in 
Mol^ile ;  and  that  was  one  point  that  I  made;  that  the  act  was  unconstitutional,  because 
it  absorbed  the  entire  jurisdiction  of  crime  in  the  Federal  Qovemment,  and  deprived 
the  States  of  jurisdiction. 

Question.  Did  the  judge  sustain  the  point  you  made  Y 

Answer.  O,  no ;  he  overruled  the  demurrer ;  the  case  stands  for  trial  on  a  plea  of 
"notguUty.^' 


348    CONDITION  OF  AFFAIE8  IN  THE  SOUTHERN  STATES. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  I  understood  yon  to  say  that  the  bare  fact  tbat  the  prosecntion  of  these 
Eutaw  rioters  has  been  undertaken  in  the  Federal  courts  would  nave  a  good  effect  in 
the  community  f 

Answer.  I  stated  that  I  thought  the  Government  had  already  accomplished  by  the 

frosecution  as  much  as  it  would  accomplish  by  a  trial  and  conviction,  or  an  acquittal 
vnll  say  now,  in  addition,  that  if  the  Government  should  fail  in  the  prosecution,  as  I 
think  it  will  fail  upon  the  merits,  the  moral  effect  will  be  not  very  favorable  to  the 
Government ;  it  will  not  be  favorable  to  the  administration  of  law. 

Question.  Has  the  fact  that  this  prosecution  has  been  undertaken  made  it  more  quiet 
in  that  county  ? 

Ansic^.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  what  effect  the  prosecution  has  had  In  that  county ; 
but  I  do  not  know  of  any  secret  or  political  cf  imo  having  been  committed  in  .any'^of 
the  counties  I  have  spoken  of  since  the  riot  at  Eutaw. 

*  Question.  State  your  opinion  as  to  whether  the  fear  of  being  carried  to  Mobile  for 
trial  before  the  Federal  court  is  likely  to  produce  a  repressing  effect  upon  the  disposi- 
tion to  commit  these  outrages. 

Ansvoer.  I  hardly  know  how  to  answer  that  question.  These  ontrases,  when  they 
occur>  are  ordinarily  carried  out  by  men  of  no  note  or  influence,  either  political  or  other- 
wise— ^men  who  have  very  little  to  lose,  if  anything.  I  do  not  know  that  that  fear 
would  have  any  restraining  effect  upon  them. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  that  tney  are  men  of  no  note  or  influence  f  You  cannot 
tell  who  they  are. 

Answer.  I  know  the  men  who  are  indicted  at  Mobile.  Only  one  of  the  men  indicted 
there  is  a  man  of  note  and  influence,  and  he  is  Colonel  Jolly.  The  rest  are  all  ob- 
scure young  men. 

By  the  Chairbiak  : 

Question.  Is  Colonel  Jolly  a  defendant  in  that  indictment  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  You  mean  J.  J.  Jolly,  of  Eutaw  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Qjuestion.  How  many  were  wounded  in  the  Eutaw  riot  f 

Answer.  I  was  not  there ;  I  do  not  know ;  I  have  tried  my  best  to  find  out ;  I  have 
inquired  of  Gkivemor  Parsons  and  General  Warner  and  citizens  of  Eutaw,  and  I  Dever 
have  certainly  found  out  more  than  two  men — one  white  and  one  black.  I  am  not 
able  to  answer  the  question.  Colonel  Jolly  and  Chancellor  Clark  and  Major  Pierce, 
who  were  here  the  other  day,  ought  to  be  able  to  answer  the  question.  They  were 
present. 

Question.  From  the  best  of  your  information,  do  you  think  that  as  many  aa  twenty 
were  wounded  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  so  miuiy  reports  about  it  that  my  opinion  is  worth  nothing.  I 
have  heard  as  l(fw  down  as  two,  and  as  high  as  fofty. 

QuMtion.  Have  you  heard  names  given  f 

Answer.  K  I  did,  I  do  not  remember  any  of  them. 

Question.  Were  any  killed  f 

Answer.  My  information  is  that  there  was  not  a  man  killed.  I  have  heard  tliat  no 
ma&  was  killed,  and  no  man  di^  from  wounds  received. 

Question.  Do  you  reside  in  that  town  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  twenty  miles  distant. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  remarkable  thing  that  there  should  be  such  a  difference  of 
opinion  and  uncertainty  as  to  whether,  on  a  public  occasion  like  that)  there  were  two 
men  wounded  or  forty  or  fifty  wounded  ? 

Answer.  Well,  yes ;  it  ought  to  be  known,  it  seems  to  me.  I  saw  what  I  am  told  was 
a  correct  account  of  everything  that  occurred  there  in  a  newspaper  published  a  week 
after  the  unfortunate  occurrence. 

Quicstion.  Was  it  a  democratic  paper  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  What  did  it  state  f  ^     * 

•Answer.  I  do  not  remember  now.  I  tried  to  get  a  copy  to  bring  with  ne ;  I  lost  my 
copy.  I  understood,  though,  that  some  of  the  gentlemen  fh>m  Imtaw  brought  i^<m9T 
with  them. 

Question.  How  many  did  that  paper  say  were  wounded  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember. 

Question,  As  many  as  twenty  f 

Awnoer.  I  do  not  remember  what  the  paper  said  about  that.     I  saw  Governor  Ptar- 
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sous  at  Meridian  the  'next  day.  I  was  in  Meridian  when  the  nnfortnnate  affair  occur- 
red. He  could  not  tell  ine  how  many  were  wounded,  Qeneral  Warner  could  not  tell 
lue.  He  said  he  saw  one  man  fall.  I  have  not  seen  any  two  persons  who  agreed  as  to 
the  number  wounded ;  nor  did  all  agree  that  there  was  nobody  killed.  I  think  the 
opinion  of  General  Warner  and  (xovemor  Parsons  is  that  there  were  one  or  two  killed, 
though  citizens  of  Eutaw  say  it  is  not  true.  If  any  of  the  negroes  had  been  killed,  I 
thiuk  it  would  certainly  have  been  known.  The  negroes  themselves,  a  great  many 
of  them,  would  have  told  it.  MigOr  Hays  Would  know  ;  he  was  there.  My  opinion 
about  that  is  not  worth  a  cent,  because  I  do  not  know  anything  but  what  other  people 
told  me ;  and  they  have  not  at  all  concurred  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  remarkable  fact  that  there  should  be  doubt  as  to  whether  forty 
or  only  two  were  wounded  on  a  particular  occasion  by  gunshot  wounds  ? 

Answer.  You  must  remember  that  there  were  a  great  many  negroes  there  that  day — 
probably  a  thousand;  and  they  were  from  all  parts  of  the  county ;  and  it  was  a  venr 
oKciting  occasion.  The  whites  were  excited,  and  the  blacks  were  excited,  and  botn 
sides  were  frightened.  There  was  a  general  stampede.  •  It  is  said  there  was  nobody 
left  on  the  ground  so  badly  wounded  that  he  could  not  get  away,  and  none  was  left 
there  dead.  I  think  there  are  honest  men  enough  in  Eutaw  to  tell  the  truth  about  it. 
I  thiuk  they  would  teU  if  they  knew  any  to  have  been  killed.  I  think  they  would  tell 
me  how  many  were  wounded.  It  is  not  unnatural  that  there  should  be  a  disagreement 
as  to  the  number  wounded,  when  the  negroes  carried  odf  their  wounded— leit  nobody 
on  the  field. 

Question,  Did  not  the  authorities  make  any  investigations  f 

JM9tcer.  1  am  not  able  to  answer  about  that.  I  do  not  reside  in  that  county,  and  I 
never  inqujlred  about  that.    I  take  it  for  granted  though  that  they  did. 

Question,  Did  you  mean  to  say  that  the  act  of  Congress  prevents  the  State  authorities 
from  taking  cognizance  of  an  assault  and  battery  or  a  murder  of  that  sort  committed 
within  their  borders  f 

Answer.  I  say  that  the  act  of  Congress  gives  the  United  States  courts  exclusive  juris- 
diction  of  all  offenses  committed  under  that  act,  by  which  a  political  meeting  is  in- 
terrupted or  broken  up  or  any  crime  committed  during  the  continuance  of  the  attempt 
to  break  it  up. 

Question,  Yon  say,  then,  that  if  a  murder  was  committed  at  a  political  meeting,  the 
State  courte  cannot  take  co^izance  of  itf 

Answer.  I  think  not,  if  it  is  committed  in  the  execution  of  an  attempt  to  break  up  a 
political  meeting. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  not  the  indictment  in  the  case  in  which  you  were  counsel  drawn  under 
the  act  of  1870,  called  the  enfoj'cement  act — not  under  the  Ku-Klux  act  ? 

Afistoer,  Of  course  it  was  under  the  previous  act.  The  Ku-Klux  act  has  just  been 
passed.  This  Ku-Klux  bill  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  case  pending  in  Mobile,  and 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Eutaw  riot.    That  was  prosecuted  under  the  act  of  1870. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Have  you  ever  known  any  democrat  to  be  subjected  to  an  outrage  by  a 
baud  of  disguised  men  at  night  f 

Anstcer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  If,  then,  these  offenses  are  committed  upon  republicans  only,  why  do  you 
think  they  have  no  political  significance  and  are  only  sporadic  ? 

Answer.  1  have  no  information  except  what  I  have  told  you  on  this  Ku-Klnx  question. 
I  know  of  no  such  organization  except  to  the  extent  I  have  mentioned.  The  entitles 
committed  all  seem  to  have  been  committed,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  ^oes,  either  from 
private  revenge,  or  to  punish  some  public  offense  by  a  proceeding  m  the  nature  of 
lynch  law.  I  cannot  say  that  there  have  not  been  offenses  committed  on  democrats. 
I  only  aay  that  I  don't  know  of  any.  I  believe  I  have  only  mentioned  three  cases  in 
which  crime  has  been  committed  upon  republicans. 

Questioti.  You  say  these  outrages  are  frequently  committed  by  men  who  are  not  in 
disguise  f 

Answer,  i  suppose  so,  because  my  servant  told  me,  the  night  that  old  man  Burke  was 
killed,  that  those  men  were  not  in  disguise. 

Question.  If  they  are  not  in  disguise,  how  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  there  is 
not  some  identification  of  thein  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell,  except  upon  the  idea  that  the  parties  come  from  a  distance, 
and  are  not  known  in  the  community  where  the  crime  is  committed.  After  the  murder 
of  Hicbard  Burke,  I  saw  a  friend,  residing  at  a  distance  of  ten  miles  from  the  scene  of 
the  homicide.  He  told  me  that  he  had  that  morning  met  a  party  of  men  in  disguise, 
armed  with  double-barreled  guns,  and  that  he  did  not  know  one  of  them ;  that  they 
were  going  in  the  direction  of  Mississippi. 

QucoHon.  If  these  acts  are  committed  for  some  private  grudge  or  against  some  obnos 
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ions  indiTidQals,  how  do  yoa  account  for  tbe  ikct  that  they  are  committed  by  men  wno 
are  not  acquainted  with  the  individualB,  and  who  do  not  reside  in  that  locality,  bat 
come  from  a  distance  ?    ^ 

Answer,  Well,  I  suppose  if  they  do  come  from  a  distance,  they  are  induced  to  come 
by  those  who  want  the  crime  committed,  without  the  probability  of  being  detected  as 
being  tiiemselvee  concerned  in  it. 

QuesUon,  Does  not  that  impress  your  mind  with  the  idea  that  there  is  an  organizi- 
tion  extendiuff  through  several  counties  f ' 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  would  look  that  way.  But  it  is  impossible,  it  seems  to  mc,  that 
it  can  amount  to  more  than  a  handful  of  desperadoes. 

Question.  Why  is  it  that  a  community  of  good  men  do  not  rise  up  and  put  down  a 
handful  of  desperadoes  who  are  not  eyen  disguised  f 

Answer,  If  the  nrand  Jury,  with  all  the  means  at  hand,  and  the  court,  with  all  its 
machinery  and  all  the  energy  of  its  officers,  cannot  ferret  out  f^ese  men,  what  can 
private  citizens  do  t 

^Questuw.  You  are  a  lawyer  of  a  great  deal  of  experience  and  knowledge  of  the  com- 
mon law.  Has  not  every  private  citizen  a  right  to  make  hue-and-cry,  and  to  pursae 
and  even  arrest  the  perpetrator  of  a  capital  felony  f 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Questkm.  If  a  oommunil^  were  intent  upon  putting  down  these  crimes,  could  not  the 
whole  of  them  rise  up,  and  any  man,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had  a  warrant,  arrest 
the  oiSender,  and  have  right  and  law  upon  his  side  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  these  men,  so  far  as  my  information  goes,  act  with  great  celeritj-. 
They  accomplish  what  they  imdertake  to  do  suddenly,  disappear  suddenly,  and  are  ont 
.  of  reach  of  pursuit  suddenly,  and,  if  pursued,  according  to  my  information  as  to  thow 
who  have  been  seen  publicly,  they  are  well  armed  and  desperate  men ;  and  law- 
abiding,  peaceful  citizens  are  not  going  to  pursue  that  class  of  men,  unless  they  are 
reqnir^  to  do  so  by  some  public  officer,  authorised  to  summon  them.  I  would  not 
do  it  myself. 

^>tie9ftoii.  Suppose  those  outrages  had  been  committed  upon  white  democrats,  wonld 
it  be  otherwise  as  to  the  pursuit  and  effort  to  put  them  down  f 

Ansicer,  1  do  not  believe  it  would,  if  committed  by  that  class  of  people.  If  com- 
mitted by  what  they  call  Ku-Klux,  there  would  be  no  more  attempt  to  arrest  them  for 
the  murder  of  a  democrat  than  the  murder  of  a  republican,  because  the  personal  daugt:r 
from  those  desperadoes  would  be  just  the  same. 

Question,  How  is  it  that  anxiety  for  personal  security  does  not  induce  the  community 
to  rise  up  and  put  down  a  roving  band  of  assassins  and  outlaws  t 

Ansicer.  You  have  to  tind  them  out  before  putting  them  down,  and  while  you  are 
trying  to  find  them  out,  you  may  become  a  victim  yourself. 

Question.  Then  the  reason  is  the  fear  and  dread  that  they  have  created  in  the  com- 
munity f 

Answer,  As  I  said  awhile  ago,  there  is  an  apprehension.  I  was  asked,  if  I  should 
see  a  murder  committed,  whether  I  would  not  feel  some  apprehension  in  going  before 
the  grand  jury  or  any  public  officer,  and  disclosing  the  fact.  I  answered,  yes.  The 
same  sort  of  feeling  exists  in  respect  to  any  other  attempt  to  bring  these  men  to  justice, 
or  ferret  them  out*.  You  cannot  bring  them  to  justice  till  you  ferret  them  out,  and 
how  are  yon  to  ferret  them  out  f  K,  as  I  have  sain,  a  grand  jury  cannot  do  it,  the  pri- 
vate citizen  cannot  do  it.  The  wh<rfe  community  may  rise  up ;  but  the  very  men  "who 
committed  the  crime  may  be  part  of  that  community  rising  up ;  they  may  be  the  first  to 
cry,  "  Stop  thief." 

QuesUon,  Then  you  mean  to  say  that  those  men  have  inspired  such  dread  in  the  com- 
munity that  citizens  will  not,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  as  private  citizens,  rise  up 
and  put  them  down,  without  the  interference  of  an  officer? 

Answer.  I  do  not  say  that.  I  cannot  say  more  on  the  question  of  personal  apprehen- 
sion than  I  have  stated  already.  I  am  satisfied  that  if  the  citizens  knew  that  any 
person  had  been  ooncemed  in  a  homicide,  or  an v  other  secret  crime  in  violation  of  Isw, 
tbey  would  take  prompt  and  necessary  steps  to  liave  the  offender  arrested  and  brought 
to  justice.  But  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  a  man  will  be  striking  for  an  enemy  in 
the  dark,  when  that  enemy  sees  him,  and  he  does  not  see  the  enemy. 

Quesiion.  You  say,  then,  that  the  community  generally  decline  to  go  in  pursuit  of  cap- 
ital felons  f 

Answer,  No ;  they  simply  do  nothing,  because  they  cannot  do  anything. 

Question,  And  they  make  no  effort  f 

Anstcer.  They  go  along  as  usual,  and  expect  the  law  to  take  its  course. 

Question,  You  say  the  State  courts  and  officers  have  failed  to  bring  the  offenders  to 
justice  t 

Anstcer,  Thus  for. 

Question.  Is  it  not  time  that  some  other  authority  should  intervene  to  try  its  hand  ? 

Anstcer.  Well,  it  seems  to  me  that  if  anything  ever  could  have  been  accomplished,  it 
is  too  late  to  do  it  now.    I  do  not  know  of  any  ofi:*ense  committed  secretly  or  dandes- 
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« 
tinely  since  the  last  election  in  Alabama;  and  now  that  the  thing  has  subsided,  and 
this  band  dispersed,  if  they  were  ever  congregated  together,  I  cannot  see  the  wisdom 
of  trying  to  rake  np  the  past.  If  there  were  any  crimes  being  committed  in  that  way 
now,  there  would  be  more  reason  for  taking  active  steps  to  suppress  them. .  I  have 
not  heard  of  an  offense  of  that  kind  being  committed  in  Alabama  since  the  last  elec- 
tion ,*  and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  likely  to  be  any  unless  it  is  in  pursuit  of  private 
revenge. 

QuesUim,  Have  these  offenses  been  directed  principally  against  colored  persons? 

Amwer,  I  do  not  know  of  any  colored  person  havmg  been  secretly  murdered,  except 
old  man  Bichard  Burke,  and  those  two  murderers  who  escaped  from  jail  in  Greene 
County.  I  do  not  know  of  any  white  republican  having  been  murdered  or  injured  in 
his  person  or  property  except  Boyd,  who  lost  his  life,  and  Judge  Smith,  who  lost  his 
mill  and  his  cotton-gin. 

Question,  Bo  you  Know  of  a  probate  jud^e  being  fired  at! 

Answer,  I  heard  that  the  probate  judge  of  Choctaw  County  was  fired  at  from  behind 
a  pine  tree,  in  broad  daylight,  and  wounded  in  the  arm.  That  is  all  I  know  about  it. 
I  Know  the  judge  very  weU. 

QuestioTi.  1)0  you  know  of  an  editor  of  a  republican  paper  being  attacked  in  the 
streets  of  Eutaw  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  heard  of  that.  I  know  him  verv  well,  and  know  he  was  very 
badly  beaten.     So  I  heard ;  I  have  not  seen  him  since  tiie  occurrenoe. 

Qnestion,  Has  any  one  been  prosecuted  for  that  act  f 

Answer,  I  think  the  person  who  beat  him  is  under  indictment  in  Greene  circuit  court. 
There  has  been  but  one  court  held  since  the  occurrence,  and  that  was  a  month  or  two 
ago.    I  think  the  man  was  indicted. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  threats  being  made  against,  the  circuit  dork  of  Greene 
County  f 

Antwer.  I  know  him  very  well.  I  heard  that  he  received  an  anonymous  letter  warn- 
ing him  to  leave  the  oounfy,  but  he  did  not  go  in  pursuance  Of  that  warning,  and  he 
was  not  hurt.  Some  months  afterward  he  voluntarily  resigned.  1  do  not  think  he 
resigned  through  fear  of  personal  injury.  He  did  not  give  me  to  understand  that,  and 
I  do  not  think  ne  was  in  any  personal  danger. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  Senator  Pool  has  asked  you  whether,  you  intended  to  state  that  Congress 
elected  all  the  officers  in  Alabama.  You  answered  in  the  negative.  Now,  was  not 
that  practically  the  fivct  f 

Anstcer,  I  Stated  that  Congress  did  not  do  that  directly,  but  incidentally,  in  forcing 
a  constitution  upon  the  people  of  Alabama  which  they  had  rejected,  and  along  with 
that  constitution  public  officers  who  were  elected  under  it,  and  who  uaturallv  fell 
with  the  constitution  when  it  was  rejected  by  the  people.  Those  officers  are  still  hold- 
ing under  that  constitution  and  under  that  election. 

Question,  Then,  practically,  or  in  effect,  the  officers  who  were  placed  over  you  in  Ala- 
bama were  elected  by  Congress  f 

Answer,  That  is  the  practical  result  to  us.    I  stated  that  before. 

Question,  That,  as  a  matter  of  course,  was  a  cause  of  great  irritation  to  the  people  of 
the  State,  was  it  not  ? 

Anstcer,  It  was  at  the  time  a  cause  of  very  great  irritation.  We  thought  we  were 
greatly  wronged. 

Question,  The  people  of  the  State  generally  knew  the  fact  to  be  that  this  constitu- 
tion, having  been  rc^jected  according  to  the  law  of  Congress,  had  come  l)ack  here,  and 
Congress  in  the  first  instance  defeated  the  effort  to  impose  it  upon  the  people,  but  some 
three  or  four  months  afterward  adopted  it.  You  knew  those  facts  in  the  State  i)retty 
wellf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  presume  that  the  action  of  Mr.  Stevens  in  moving  to  recommit  this  con- 
stitution was  very  well  understood  t ' 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  all  those  things  are  a  matter  of  public  history,  which  intelligent 
people  of  the  State  very  well  understood. 

Question,  Mr.  Stevens's  action,  and  the  action  of  Congress  itself  subsequently,  in 
imposing  this  constitution  upon  your  people,  and  with  it  this  whole  batch  of  officers, 
was  regarde<l  by  the  people  of  the  State,  as  I  understand  you,  as  a  great  outrage  f 

Answer,  We  felt  that  way  at  the  time ;  but,  as  I  have  already  stated,  wo  do  not  feel 
that  irritation  about  it  now,  by  a  great  deal,  that  we  did  at  first,  because  we  havts 
determined  to  submit  to  whatever  happens,  and  do  the  best  we  can  to  build  up  our 
material  prosperity. 

Question,  The  question  was  asked  you  whether  the  people  believed  Congress  had  the 
right  to  impose  a  constitution  ui>on  them  in  that  way  f 

Anstcer,  Well,  the  best-informed  politicians  in  my  part  of  the  country  did  not  think 
Congress  had  the  constitutional  right.    I  never  gave  myself  much  concern  about  it 
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In  the  then  state  of  things,  I  considered  the  power  to  do  it  the  same  as  the  right  to  do 
it — practically  the  same  to  the  sonthern  people;  and  therefore  there  wafi  no  use  of 
drawing  any  distinctions  between  them. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Yon  §poke  of  a  band  of  about  sixty  disgnised  men  who  appeAred  at  Pleas- 
ant Ridge,  Greene  County. 

An8we}\  I  only  spoke  of  them  from  rumor. 

Question.  I  know  that.    Were  those  men  spoken  of  as  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ansiver,  I  will  stat'O  the  way  my  information  came.  I  met  with  some  friend  from 
Greene  Coxmty,  who  said  to  me,  "  iHd  yon  hear  about  those  Ku-Klux t"  Said  I,  "What 
Ku-Kluxf"  "Why,"  said  he,  "sixty  Ku-Klux  appeared  in  Pleasant  Ridge  the  other 
day  about  12  o'clock ;  and  they  went  through  various  cavalry  evolutions  in  very  hand- 
some style.  They  were  disguised,  and  their  horses  painted,  so  that  it  was  impossible 
to  recognize  any  of  them.  They  never  spoke  a  word  either  to  themselves  or  any  one 
else;  and  after  going  through  their  evolutions,  they  went  off  in  the  direction  of  Mis- 
sissippi." 

QHe8ti0n.  Did  they  maneuver  by  signs  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Did  your  informant  say  he  saw  themf 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  When  was  that  f 

Anatoer.  I  think  about  a  year  ago.  I  cannot  recollect  whether  it  was  a  year  ago  or 
two  years  ago.  I  think,  though,  that  it  was  a  year  ago,  about  this  time.  I  never 
heard  of  a  disguised  man  in  the  county  since. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  circumstauoe  spoken  of  since  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  was  the  only  time  I  ever  heard  of  it ;  and  I  have  never  heard 

of  any  demonstration  similar  to  that,  or  any  other  disguised  men  in  Greene  County. 

either  in  the  day  or  night* 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  You  did  not  live  in  that  county  T 

Answer,  No,  sir;  1  live  fifteen  or  sixteen  miles  off,  in  another  county. 

Question.  Who  was  it  that  spoke  to  you  about  it  f 

Answer.  1  cannot  remember. 

Question.  You  said  it  was  a  friend  of  yours  f 

Anstcer.  1  know  it  was  a  friend^  but  I  cannot  remember  his  name. 

Question.  A  white  man  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  had  no  doubt  of  the  circumstance  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not  speak  as  though  he  had  any. 

Question.  Supposing  tliat  those  men  appeared  and  maneuvered  in  that  way,  how  do 
vou  account  for  their  drill  and  maneuvers,  unless  they  were  a  body  of  men  who  had 
been  some  time  together,  and  who  had  trained  together  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  is  only  one  way  to  account  for  it  besides  that,  and  that  is 
this :  there  were  in  Greene  County  a  large  number  of  soldiers  from  the  confederate 
army,  both  cavalry  and  Infantry,  a  very  large  number,  and  it  is  not  at  all  improbable 
that  the  capacity  to  perform  these  military  evolutions  was  obtained  while  in  the  con- 
federate army.  If  it  was  not,  then  of  course  they  must  have  had  some  practice.  Bnt 
it  seems  to  me  altogether  incredible  that  they  should  have  had  practice  anywhere  in 
Alabama,  either  in  daylight  or  night-time,  for  a  sufficient  time  to  have  become  as 
expert  as  they  were  represented  to  be  on  that  day,  without  being  seen  before  or  since. 

Question.  Their  maneuvers  were  admirably  done,  as  you  understood  t 

Anmver.  Well,  that  is  not  the  exact  idea;  but  they  were  well  done. 

Question.  Then  you  can  only  account  for  them  by  supposing  that  that  number  of  well- 
drilled  cavalry  soldiers  with  well-drilled  cavalry  horses,  had  got  together  speedily ;  you 
think  that  that  must  have  been  the  cpe,  or  else  they  must  have  been  drilled  together? 

Answer,  Yes ;  I  think  they  must  nave  known  something  about  it.  I  cannot  tell, 
though,  the  correctness  of  the  judgment  of  my  informant  as  to  whether  they  performtd 
well  or  not. 

Question.  Did  you  not  hear  of  the  parade  of  Ku-Klnx  in  Hnntsville,  Alabama,  in 
1868? 

Answer.  I  did  not ;  I  heard  of  it  for  the  first  time  since  I  have  been  here. 

Q'iestion.  You  speak  of  two  elements  of  discord.    You  say  that  the  great  mass  of  the 


people  in  your  regiun  of  Alabama  are  quiet  and  well  dispoied;  hot  tiiare  are  a  few 
wild  yonofl  mea  in  each  coHoty  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  they  are  such  yoahg  men  from  the  circumstance  I  mentioned  « 
while  ogoy  that  the  only  one  ever  diacovered  (and  he  was  killed)  was  a  desperate,  dis 
sipated  young  man. 

Quattian,  And  the  other  discordant  element  you  named  as  being  a  few  violent  poll 
ticiansf 

Answer,  Tes,^;  extreme  politiciaBS. 

QufsUan,  Now,  whether  these  men  are  the  men  who  oonstituto  these  Ku-Klox  or  aot,. 
you  know  that  such  chaxaoteis do  exist  gsneiaUy  there! 

Atuver.  Yes,  sir ;  of  course  theiv  are  extreme  politioians  in  every  p%rt  <^  the  oonatry. 

Question,  Is  it  not  possible  for  those  two  elements  combining  to  cause  trouble  at  any 
time— to  cause  any  porominent  Bspublican  to  be  in  danger  of  being  ir^jured  f 

Answer,  I  think  not. 

Question.  Is  it  not  possible  for  those  two  elements  combining  to  disturb  any  poUtioal 
meeting  at  xuov  time,  whenever  they  will! 

Asistoer.  To  be  sure.  There  is  no  necessity  of  a  combination  of  that  sort  in  order  to 
break  up  or  disturb  a  publio  meeting.  That  oan  be  done  by  an  instantaaeons  anaage- 
mont  among  persons  determined  to  accomplish  it  for  mere  deviltry  «r  political  par- 
poseo. 

Questiau,  Is  not  the  state  of  society  between  the  two  raoes  more  or  less  i^ammable 
there  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  that,  if  a  coniStict  occurs  between  a  white  man  and  a  black  man,  there  is 
a  tendency  at  once  on  the  part  of  the  white  people  to  take  the  white  man's  side,  and 
perhaps  on  the  side  of  the  colored  people  to  take  the  colored  man's  side  f 

Answer,  I  think  that  would  depeod  o^n  which  was  in  tbib  right.  I  mean  that  is  the 
state  of  feeliuff  now.  The  state  Qi  feeling  between  the  whites  and  the  blacks  is  one  of 
entire  friendship  and  kindness.  They  are  more  friendly  and  kind  toward  each  other, 
and  have  more  coi^denee  in  each  other  now,  and  have  had  for  the  last  six  or  eight 
mouths,  than  they  have  had  at  any  time  since  the  close  of  the  war.  The  employers 
deal  kindly  and  honorably  With  the  employed,  and  the  old  attachments  that  existed 
between  master  and  slave  seem  to  some  extent  renewed.  And  I  attribute  that  fiM^  to 
this  circumstance;  that  the  .bad  men  who  floated  over  among  Uie  negroes  for  selfish 
pnrprtses  have  been  found  out  by  the  negroes,  and  have  been  driven  out  of  the  country 
either  by  the  force  of  public  sentiment,  or  by  having  -failed  to  accomplish  in  a  pecuni- 
ar>-  point  of  view  what  they  desired.  That  element  which  disturbed  the  negroes,  and 
prodiieed  alienation  between  the  whites  and  the  blades,  has  pretty  nearly  ceased  to 
exist. 

Question.  You  think  that  in  the  state  of  society  existlDg  there  bow,  these  two  ele- 
ments of  which  yon  spoke  would  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  cause  general  mpprehen.- 
sionf 

Anewer.  Do  you  mean  these  deapesate  young  men  and  violent  politioiaas  t 

Quesiien.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  They  are  not  numerous  enough. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Your  informant  didfiot  biaiself  see  this  parade  of  six^  Ku^Klux  f 

Answer.  I  did  not  nnderetand  him  to  say  so ;  and  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heaed 
any  person  say  that  he  himself  ever  saw  it. 

^et^ioB.  You  do  not  kjsow  whether  the  person  who  told  you  had  seen  it  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  and  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  true.  I  pass  through  Pleasant  Bidge 
very  frequently  going  io  court,  and  I  am  vwy  well  acquainted  thore ;  know  some  of 
the  citizens  there,  and  they  never  told  me  anything  about  it;  bvt  it  never  oceumed  to 
mo  U>  inquire. 

Quesiion,  You  do  not  know  whether. the  statemont  oame  originally  from  a  white  or  a 
black  man  f 

Anstcer.  My  informant  was  a  white  man. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  persons  who  pretended  to  have  seen  it  ever 
did  see  it ;  in  other  words,  you  do  not  know  whether  it  was  not  the  story  of  the  ''  three 
black  en»w8  "  over  again  f 

AnstDer.  My  informant  may  himself  have  been  mistnfonned.  Pleasant  Bidge  is  only 
about  twenty  miles  from  Entaw,  the  county  seat  of  Greene  Cotmty ;  and  although  I 
never  made  any  inquiry  on  the  subject,  I  never  heard  anything  said  about  it  iu  Gre<^ue 
County.  When  my  inlbrmant  told  me,  I  took  it  for  granted  that  it  was  tme ;  and  I 
inqnir^  what  the  men  turned  out  for.  He  said  he  dicf  not  know  :  that  they  appeared 
to  go  through  these  evolutions  just  for  display,  and  went  off.  Nobody  was  disturbed 
either  hefo^  or  at  the  time,  or  after  they  were  reported  to  have  appeared  there. 

Qu0Btiom.  You  do  not  know  whether  these  cavalry  men  were  a  myth  or  a  realitv  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know.  It  ma^  have  been  a  mere  frolic  on  the  part  of  seme 
young  men,  to  temporarily  frighten  the  citizens. 

23 
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By  Mr.  Stsvemson  : 

Qtiestion.  When  your  informant  told  yon,  was  it  yonr  impression  Ihat  he  had  seen 
them  or  not  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  told  me  fhat  he  had  been  told  so.  I  think  he  told  meiliat  he  wu 
told  that  this  demonstration  was  made  on  the  day  before  he  was  speaking. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Quesiion.  As  to  the  conflicting  reports  made  aboot  the  Entaw  riot,  was  it  or  was  it 
iiot  the  evident  interest  of  the  repnblicaii'  party,  during  the  eanvass.  to  magnlff  that 
affair  into  as  great  an  outrage  as  possible,  by  exaggerating  the  nnmber  of  killra  and 
wonndedy  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  the  negroes  against  the  whites  because  of  that 
alleged  wrong  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  knOw  about  that.  I  do  not  know  that  any  misrepresenta^on  of  the 
facts  could  have  changed  the  result  of  the  election  in  the  slightest  degree,  to  either 
pa^. 

Question,  Is  it  your  understanding,  that  combinations,  wherever  they  iiave  existed  in 
your  region  of  country,  to  do  a  particular  wrong,  have  been  begun  and  ended  by 
the  perpetrators  for  that  special  case,  without  c<»nection  with  any  m>dy  else  exeept  the 
men  taking  part  in  it  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  all  I  can  say  about  that  is  this :  I  would  hear  of  a  crime  beii^ 
^committed  secrefly.  The  question  would  be  asked,  '^  Did  you  hear  that  the  Kii-Klnx 
did  so-and-so f"  I  would, reply,  " No,  what  is  the  matter?"  They  then  would  say, 
^'  Certain  men  did  so-and-so  at  a  certain  time,  and  then  disappeared,  and  there  was  no 
telling  where  t*iey  came  firom  or  where  they  went."  That  is  the  way  I  cot  my  infor- 
mation. I  gather  from  this,  that  the  organisation  was  for  the  purpose  or  the  particii- 
lar  occasion,  and  when  that  was  aeoomplished,  that  was  the  end  of  it  until  a  new 
occasion  arose  for  the  commission  of  a  new  offense. 

QmsiMn,  It  is  your  idea  that  disguises  wme  worn  by  t^eee  men  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  detection  t 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  offenses  b^itig  eommitted  in  disguise,  and  without  disguise. 

QwssHan,  When  a  disguise  was  worn,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  ^e  detect- 
ion of  the  perpetrators  of  the  act  t 

Answer,  Of  course. 

■Quesitkm,  To  give  them  greater  security  and  means  of  esoape  ? 

Answer,  Of  course. 

By  Mr.  Cobdun  : 

'QuasHon,  You  said  that  in  your  opinion  it  would  be  the  best  policy  not  to  proeeeute 
these  criminals.  Now,  who  would  become  more  friendly  to  the  Government  by  reason 
•of  these  prosecutions  not  being  made  f 

Answer,  Among  others,  the  very  men  prosecuted.  I  think  tliat  generosity  on  the 
part  of  the  Qovemment  toward  those  who  may  in  reality  be  criminals  would  have  a 
mollifying  eflect,  not  only  upon  the  accused  themselves,  but  upon  their  friends.  Mv 
idea  lis,  that  you  may  break  a  man's  heart  with  kindness,  when  you  cannot  do  it  with 
a  sledge-hammer. 

QuesUon,  Why  should  the  Government  be  more  generous  to  men  committing  th«e 
crimes  than  to  men  who  commit  ordinary  crimes — larceny,  peijury,  murder,  &c.  t 

Answer,  Because  these  prosecutions  I  am  alluding  to  are  for  political  crimes,  and  not 
strictly  crimes  against  morality.  I  think  there  is  a  ditforence  between  a'meiely  polit- 
ical crime  and  one  which  involves  moral  turpitude.  The  Government  can  forgive  a 
political  crime,  when  it  might  not  be  proper  to  forgive  a  crime  involving  moral  turpi- 
tude. 

QuestUm,  Do  you  rc^rd  these  outrages  upon  citizens  which  are  pointed  out  in  this 
Ku-Klux  law  as  political  crimes  f  • 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  thought  you  alluded  to  the  prosecution  of  these  young  men  in 
Mobile,  and  the  other  prosecutions  of  that  kind. 

By  Mr. Blair: 

^tuislum.  Is  it  not  regarded  as  a  great  stretch  of  power  for  the  Federal  Goveniment 
to  assume  Jurisdiction  of  those  oases  T 

Answer,  That  is  the  opinion  ainong  lawyers.  I  do  not  know,  what  the  general  opin- 
ion pi*  the  masses  of  the  people  is. 

Question,  Is  not  that  one  ground  of  irritation  f 

Answer,  That  is  the  opinion  among  lawyers,  but  I  do  not  know  what  the  sentiment 
of  the  people  at  large  is. 

By  Mr.  Gobubn  : 

QMe«(i<m.  Have  you  not  in  your  testanumy  referred  to  this  Ku-Klux  law  as  being  pe- 
culiarly odious — much  more  sa  than  the  law  passed  to  enforce  the  fifteonth  lunend- 
mentt 
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Answer.  I  do  think  I  did.  I  stated  that  the  prosecutions  which  I  thought  it  would 
be  politic  for  the  Government  to  drop  wore  prosecutions  under  the  act  of  lfi70,  not 
under  the  last  act. 

Question*  Do  you  iiot  r«igard  the  last  act  as  odions,  and  as  creatinff  dissatisfaction  f 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  that  act  discussed  among  the  people  further  than  it  hae 
been  discussed  by  <^e  newspapers.  To  teU  you  the  truth,  I  nave  not  read  carefully  the 
whole  of  this  last  act.  I  have  read  enough  of  it,  thougn,  to  cOme  to  this  conolusion : 
that  it  is  impolitic,  for  the  reason  I  stiUed  awhile  ago^-^the  people  regard  it  as  an 
additional  evideBoa  that  the  Government  regards  the  southern  people  as  rebels  and 
enemies  still,  and  holds  them  responsible  for  uie  acts  of  a  few  desperate,  irresponsible 
men.  ' 

QuesUan.  Are  not  these  offenses  against  which  this  act  is  directed  the  offenses  of  in- 
dividuals and  not  of  the  eommunity  f 

Answer.  Certainly  they  are,  so  fiir  as  responsibility  for  them  is  concerned ;  but  in  a 
political  point  of  view,  the  whole  southern  people  are  held  responsible  for  these  crimes. 

QuestUm,  Do  you  mean  to  say  the  southern  people  are  responsible  in  a  politioal  point 
of  view  for  these  crimes  committed  in  violation  of  the  Eu-KIux  law  f 

Answer.  I  say  that  the  public  sentiment  of  the  northern  people,  and  perhaps  the 
sentiment  of  Congress,  is  that  the  southern  people  are  responsible  for  these  crimes, 
and  are  concernea  in  them ;  whereas,  in  point  of  fact,  the  men  who  commit  them,  if 
they  exist  at  all  as  an  organization,  are  a  mere  handfhl  of  men  of  probably  desperate 
character. 

(^^estion.  Ji  the  men  who  commit  these  outrages  are  a  mere  handful  of  desperate 
characters,  why  is  it  that  a  large  portion  of  that  community  are  opposed  to  their  prose- 
cution for  these  crimes,  or  to  the  punishment  of  these  offenses  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  evidence  that  a  large  portion  of  the  southern  people, 
or  of  any  community  in  the  South,  are  opposed  to  the  punishment  of  these  men.  I 
stated  awhile  a£0  that  in  my  part  of  the  country,  if  any  good  citizen  bad  the  means 
to  bring  any  of  those  men  to  justice  and  puuishment,  he  would  do  it,  even  although  he 
might  feel  that  he  was  imperiling  his  own  safety.  1  repeat  that  statement  now.  I  be- 
lieve it.  You  cannot  bring  these  men  to  justice  till  you  find  them  out ;  and  the  com- 
munity, while  going  to  hunt  for  these  secret  assassins,  may  be  assassinated  themselves 
without  any  hope  m  detecting  them  at  last.  The  people  aivne :  ''  If  the  public  oA- 
cials  cannot  ferret  out  these  men,  with  all  the  appliances  of  the  grand  jury  .and  the 
courts,  how  is  it  possible  for  us  citizens  to  do  it  f  ^  And  I  think  the  argument  is  very 
reasonable. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

QuesUon.  What  are  ybur  politics  f 

Answer.  In  old  times,  before  the  war,  I  was  a  whig ;  since  the  war  I  have  taken  very 
little  interest  in  politics.  When  I  have  acted  politically,  I  have  acted  with  what  is 
called  the  democratic  party.  I  undertake  to  be  a  moders^  man  in  my  oi>inions,  and  a 
man  who  has  all  proper  respect  for  the  opinions  of  my  adversaries. 
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P.  T.  8ATRE  sworn  and  exadiined. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  As  this  witness  has  been  summoned  at  the  instance 
of  the  gentlemen  composing  the  minority  of  the  committee,  I  will  permit  them  to  begin 
his  examination. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Quesiien.  Where  do  yon  live  at  this  timet 

Answer.  In  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

Questien,  How  long  have  you  lived  there  f 

Answer,  I  went  to  Montgomery  when  I  waa  a  meore  infimt,  and  I  have  lived  there 
ever  since,  with  the  exception  of  some  intervals  in  the  meantime.  I  have  been  living 
there  now  since  166^ 

Qnestion,  I  woald  like  to  hare  you  give  asnocfnct  statement  of  the  condition  of  liffiurs 
in  your  Btate,  with  particular  reference  to  the  execution  of  the  laws ;  statiqg  whether 
they  are  properly  executed  or  not,  and  the  condition  of  the  State  generally  in  regard  to 
its  tranqnilUty. 

Answer,  1  have  been  a  practicing  lawyer  in  Alabama  since  1843,  and  have  been  in 
regular  attimdance  upon  tne  courts  in  that  State  ever  since  that  period.  Within  what 
time  would  you  like  my  answer  to  your  question  to  be  confined  f 

Question.  vTe  want  to  inquire  more  especlaUy  in  regard  to  the  present  condition  of 
the  State. 
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ApHoer.  W«l],8ir,  H  ia  ae  qtii«l«aid  peotoftble  a  eonmiimtj-  m  I  ^mst  knew  in  my  Hfe. 

QuwiiojL  There  is  no  diffi<Nilty  in  ih»  exMmtkm  of  the  lawst 

An9wer,  Not  a  particle.  I  nevw  heard  of  a  caee  of  resistance  to  a  proeeas  of  ^he  nwii 
iu  that  part  of  the  State,  not  ibr  a  great  ttany  years.  Oeeasioimilyy  a  kmi^  whHe  ago, 
tbere  woold  be  some  dronken  nan  wtH»  wonM  etifor  some  lesistaDoe,  bnt  it  weud 
'amount  to  nothing.  I  am  satisfied  that  einee  the  war  I  hare  not  heard  of  anyliiing  of 
the  sort,  and  there  bas  been  ao  indiotraent  ftnmd  Ibr  any  offense  of  that  sort ;  in  met, 
St  is  an  offense  almost  unheard  of  in  timt  State. 

4ine$Wm,  Is  there  any  oiganised  band  tti  men  m  yonr  State  who  oommit  erimes  f 

Afwumr,  Not  to  my  loiowiedge,  and  so  fiur  as  my  opinion  is  ooneenwd,  I  do  not  belisw 
there  is.  I  have  read  in  the  newspapers  of  yiolenoe  being  oocasionally  done  by  men 
who  are  said  to  be  oi^ganiaed,  and  dtenised,  but  I  ha^e  n«T«r  seen  anything  of  the 
sort,  and  I  have  never  seen  anvbodv  who  did,  or  if  tdiey  liad  seen  it,  thcry  did  not  com- 
municate it  to  me.  I  am  satisfied  tnere  has  baen  no  pontleal  organisadon  of  that  sort, 
or  any  or|^ization  for  the  purpose  of  affecting  politics.  I  was  a  member  of  the  lart 
democratic  State  convention,  at  which  tiiere  was  an  attendance,  I  suppose,  of  tfai^eeor  ^nr 
hundred  delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  and  the'  plan  of  the  campaign  and  the 
prospects  of  the  party  were  thoroughly  discussed  by  the  in.drvidQal  members  of  the 
convention.  I  was  also  a^member  of  the  executive  committee  ^  the  State,  and  I 
never  heard  fhnu  any  member  of  the  convention,  and  I  never  heaord  from  any  member 
of  the  executive  committee,  I  have  never  seen  any  communication  to  ^e  executive 
committee  in  which  it  was  even  suegested,  that  the  election  was  to  be  affected  hi  any 
way  by  violence  or  intimidation,  w  the  contrary,  that  committee  issued  an  address 
to  Uie  people  of  the  State  t<dling  them  and  beseeching  them  not  to  have  any  violence 
of  any  eort,  shape,  or  fashion,  sayiiB^  that  Mmt  was  what  we  supposed  our  enemies 
wanted,  and  that  onr  object  was  to  navo  peace  and  quiet  in  the  election,  for  we  were 
satisfted  that  we  could  beat  in  a  fiiir  vote,  and  did  not  want  to  have  any  excuse  for 
any  tronble.  I  am  satisfied  that  was  the  opinion  and  d^ire  of  the  people  en  the  Sta(e. 
And,  ibrtbemiore,  that  committee  ont^^ed  into  an  arrangement  with  the  executive 
committee  of  the  r^ublioan  party  by  which.  In  counties  where  the  democrats  had  a 
majority  of  managers,  a  republican,  or  two  republicans,  were  to  be  appointed  to  be 
present  at  the  x>ol!s,  and  to  be  present  when  tne  votes  were  counted ;  and  in  coanties 
where  the  repablicans  had  a  majority,  the  same  privilege  was  to  be  given  to  democnls. 
I  tbiuk  that  agreement  was  carried  out  faithfully  bv  l)oth  parties.  I  know  that  in 
regard  to  the  city  of  Wetumpka,  whidi  was  binder  the  control  of  i^e  republicans,  it 
was  telegraphed  to  Montgomery  that  the  republican  official  there  refused  to  carry  ont 
that  arrangement ;  and  the  chairman  of  the  republican  State  cemmitt»e  telegraphed 
to  him  that  such  an  arrangement  had  been  made  and  he  must  stand  up  to  it,  anid  he 
did  so. 

Question.  That  was  in  Wetumpka  f 

Ansiver,  Tes,  sir ;  about  fourteen  miles  firom  Montgomery.  I  never  heard  of  aoT 
didtnrbaiice  at  all  in  Alabama  during  the  last  election. 

Qtte8ii<m,  In  your  county  f 

Anewer.  In  my  county,  and  I  did  not  hear  of  any  disturbance  on  the  day  of  election 
in  the  State. 

Question.  What  is  the  state  of  feeling  between  the  whites  and  blacks  in  the  State  f 
^Answer.  I  live  in  b  very  laise  negro  county,  one  of  the  largest  slaveholding  conuties 
in  the  State  before  the  war.  I  never  saw  the  races  get  along  more  quietly  and  peace- 
ably. I  myself  plant  in  a  neighborhood  where  there  are  a  very  large  nunmer  of  freed- 
men  employed,  several  thousand,  I  reckon,  ia  a  radius  of  a  very  few  miles.  Tliere 
never  has  been  any  sort  of  difilealty  at  all  there  among  them ;  no  complaint  of  noo- 
payment  of  wages,  of  violence,  or  murder,  or  anything  of  the  sort.  Most  of  the  negroes 
who  ai*e  there  were  raised,  and  a  large  number  of  them  were  owned,  by  the  people  who 
are  now  employing  them ;  that  is  the  condition  of  that  whole  section  of  country. 

QuegtUm.  Do  you  practice  in  any  other  county  than  the  one  in  which  you  live  f 

Anmcer.  I  do  not  make  a  habit  of  goine  to  other  eowitlto,  but  within  the  last  year  I 
have  been  in  other  counties ;  as  a  general  nde,  I  oonfine  my  praetioe  to  my  own  city. 
I  hiavo  been  in  Bullook,  £httore,«nd  DaUas  Counties. 

^estfon.  As  a  ffenofml  tbiuff  llie  laws  aio  rsepeeted  tbere  by  both  races! 

Avstcer.  By  boui  races.  I  know  verv  few  white  men  in  Alabama,  in  my  section  of 
tiie  country,  who  bolong  to  the  nadieal  party,  the  rspuWieha  pMty,  except  thooo  who 
hold  oflftoes. 

Qu98tkm.  And  there  are  very  iipw  negroeo 

Anincer.  There  are  very  few  nesroes  who  belouff  to  the  democratic  party. 

Qmestion,  How  does  it  happen  tiiat  the  parties  divide  upon  that  line  t 

Anmo^.  My  opinion  a^ut  tim*  iatbat  4t  oommeoeed  wiih  the  establlshmont  of  the 
Freedmen's  Bureau ;  I  do  not  think  there  would  ever  have  been  any  dlviaion  of  that 
sort  but  for  that. 

QueBUon.  Qive  us,  as  briefly  aUd  succinctly  as  you  can,  the  process  and  mamageme&t 
of  that  Bureau. 
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Jnmoer,  Well,  when  the  adepts  first  came  there,  after  the  ocoapadion  of  the  oenntry 
by  Genera  t  Smith's  army,  I  uiink  it  waa,  th^  eetabliahed  aFreedmen's  Bureau.  They 
DotiBed  everybody  that  they  must  employ  their  freedmen,  and  tlmt  all  their  contracts 
most  be  sahmitted  to  the  iiispectioii  or  the  Freedmen's  Boreaa ;  that  no  man  would  bo 
allowed  to  employ  freedmen  nnless  their  contracts  were  snbmiUed  to  and  anproved 
by  that  Bofeao.  Well,  they  Ifstened  to  every  sort  of  tale  that  any  dissatisfieu  negro 
miriit  choose  to  tell;  they  would  send  out  and  arrest  white  men.  brins  them  in 
nnaer  g[nard,  try  them  und  put  them  in  JaiL  They  sot  hold  of  plantations  £ere,  what 
they  c^  refuges  far  freedmen.  It  was  announced  that  if  the  freedmen  got  dissatisfied 
they  conld  enter  there,  and  be  fed  and  clothed,  and  taken  care  oil  In  that  way  a  large 
number  of  negroes  were  enticed  away  fh>m  plantations  where  thev  had  been  living, 
and  they  flocked  to  these  places.  Hundreds  of  them  died  fVom  neglect.  The  Impres- 
sion was  produced  upon  tne  negro  that  the  white  man  who  had  been  his  master  was 
bis  enemy,  and  that  these  men  were  his  pecnliar  friends;  that  thevhad  nothing  to 
expect  from  and  through  their  old  masters.  They  then  commenced  the  establidmient 
of  these  Loyal  Leagues,  into  which  they  got  almost  every  negro  in  the  country.  They 
would  send  their  agents  all  throng  there,  from  plantation  to  plantation,  until  I  expect 
there  was  hardly  a  negro  in  the  whole  country  who  did  w^  belong  to  tne  League.  In 
that  way  a  want  of  confidence  was  produced  between  the  negro  and  the  white  man, 
and  a  feeling  of  confidence  between  the  negro  and  the  agents  of  this  Bureau.  It  has 
been  a  very  troublesome  thloff  to  counteract  that ;  but  it  has  been  so  for  counteracted 
now  that  ise  negro  has  confidence  in  the  white  man  in  everything  but  politics ;  I  do 
not  flunk  he  has  much  confidence  in  the  white  man  about  poliiKcs  yet,  but  I  think 
that  feeling  is  done  away  with  to  a  great  extent.  They  would  tell  all  sorts  of  tales 
before  elections ;  they  would  send  regular  orders  to  the  League  members  on  the  plan- 
tations to  go  and  vote.  I  have  been  told  that  order  extended  to  negroes  from  fifteen 
years  and  upwards.  Nesroes  themselves  have  told  me  that  they  voted  the  republican 
ticket  for  the  reason  that  they  were  infbrmed  by  these  men  that,  if  they  did  not  do  it, 
they  would  beimt  back  into  slavery,  and  their  wives  made  to  work  on  the  road.  It 
had' such  an  efiect  that  a  gentleman  in  Montgomery  told  me  that  some  of  his  own 
former  slaves  came  back  to^im  after  the  election  and  said, ''  Well,  massa,  what  house 
must  I  go  into  f  I  understand  that  the  democri^  have  succeeded,  and  that  we  are 
slaves  again." 

Queetian.  Give  us  an  acconnt  of  the  manner  in  which  this  organization  was  used  as 
an  instmment  to  electioneer  for  the  republican  party,  and  bring  it  into  power  f 

Aimtoer.  I  onoe  saw  a  copy  of  what  was  said  to  be  a  constituuon  of  the  organization 
of  the  Loyal  League.  There  was  in  that  an  oath  which  they  all  had  to  ti&e,  and  in 
which  tbey  swore  that  they  would  vote  fbr  the  nominees  of  the  League.  That  has  been 
the  cliief  instrnment  bj^  which  that  vote  has  been  controlled.  The  negro  has  got  the 
idea  into  his  head  that  if  he  does  not  vote  that  way  some  terrible  punisnment  will  be 
visited  upon  him. 

QnesHon,  Do  they  assume  to  impose  fines  and  other  punishments  upon  the  negro 
members  of  the  League,  who  vote  in  \iolation  of  the  decrees  of  the  League  f 

AumDer.  1  cannot  answer  that  question ;  I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  heard  anything 
upon  that  subject 

QuetH^ii.  From  the  negroes  themselves  f 

AM»wer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not  think  I  ever  heaid  them  say  anything  on  that  subject 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

(Imettiou,  Who  were  generally  put  forward  as  the  nominees  of  the  party  under  this 
orgauiization  for  the  most  important  offices;  citizens  of  yonr  State,  or  men  who  came 
there  to  get  those  ofilces ;  Bureau  agents  ? 

Amwcr,  In  the  county  in  which  I  live,  the  senator  fWnn  that  count}'  is  a  man  who 
has  lived  there  a  g^eat  many  years,  a  man  of  means  and  property,  and  a  man  of  good 
Hense.  One  of  the  representatives  is  a  man  by  the  name  of  Harmount ;  he  was  an 
agent  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau ;  I  do  not  know  where  he  came  fjMMB.  He  hos  been 
living  in  the  county  ever  since,  and  is  apparently  a  decent  man,  a  well-behaved  man. 
Another  is  a  man  who  came  from  Austria,  by  the  name  of  8trobaok.  I  understood 
that  he  was  a  sutler  or  something  of  that  sort  in  the  Federal  Army.  I  further  under- 
stood that  he  never  has  been  naturalized;  I  do  not  know  about  the  truth  of  that  Ho 
was  said  to  have  been  a  gentleman  in  his  own  country ;  I  do  not  faMw  about  that,  but 
he  certainly  is  not  one  in  Montgomery.  He  is  a  man  of  a  great  deal  of  sense,  and  I 
think  a  dangerous  man  in  any  community  situated  as  ours  is.  The  others  are  three 
negroes;  two  of  whom  I  knew  very  welL  One  of  them  is  named  Holland  Thompson  ; 
he  is  a  very  respectable  negro. 

QucMiion,  You  need  not  ffo  into  detail  in  regard  to  each  county^  Bow  was  it  gener- 
klly  tlironghout  the  StatoT 

Antxcer,  As  a  general  rule  throuffhoot  the  State,  that  was  the  olasaof  people  they 
nominated;  negroes  and  men  who  had  no  interest  in  tJle  country;  that  is  the  general 
statement  about  it 
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By  Mr.  Blaik  : 

QuesHmi.  Many  of  whom  were  associated  with  the  Bureau? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  large  number  of  them  were  creatures  of  that  Bureau,  made  by  It. 
Mr.  Buckley,  a  member  of  Congress  here,  was  au  agent  of  the  Freedmeu's  Bureau,  and 
that  is  the  way  ho  got  his  office. 

Queaiion.  In  reference  to  the  constitutional  convention  that  framed  your  coustito- 
tiou  which  was  afterwards  rejected,  I  would  ask  how  that  convention  was  composed  T 

Ansiver.  Largely  of  people  who  never  lived  in  the  State,  who  had  no  interest  in  the 
State.  Counties  were  represented  there  by  men  who  never  were  in  the  counties  at  all, 
and  I  do  not  expect  they  have  ever  been  in  them  to  this  day. 

Qu€»fi&n.  The  constitution  which  they  formed  was  not  acceptable  to  the  people  as  ap- 
peared by  their  vote  T 

AnstQer.  No,  sir;  it  was  very  unacceptable  to  them. 

Question,  In  what  respect  was  it  unacceptable  T 

AnetPer.  lu  several  respects ;  the  disability  part  of  the  constitution  was  very  objec- 
tionable to  them.  They  objected  to  it,  also,  for  the  reason  that  it  created  offices  which 
never  had  hnd  any  existence  in  the  State  before,  and  for  which  they  saw  no  occasion  or 
necessity.  We  uever  had  a  lieutenant-governor  in  the  State,  never  saw  any  use  for 
one.  They  al^o  made  an  officer  which  they  called,  I  think,  the  commissioner  of  indus- 
trial resources  ;  that  office  was  a  mere  sinecure,  The^  gave  him  a  salary'  of  $2^500  a 
year,  I  think,  with  clerk  hire,  and  the  man  had  nothmg  to  do  except  to  draw  his  sal- 
ary. He  cost  the  State  live  or  six  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  I  do  not  suppose  he 
ever  did  an  hour's  worth  of  work ;  there  was  really  nothing  for  him  to  do.  Another 
objection  to  the  constitution  was  that  It  made  the  whole  judiciary  of  the  Stj^  of  Ala- 
bama elective,  from  the  supreme  court  down  to  a  justice  of  the  peace,  the  attorney- 
general,  and  all  the  solicitors.  It  changed  the  character  of  the  solicitors  by  making 
them  elective  in  each  county,  instead  of  haviug  a  solicitor  in  each  circuit,  which  was 
the  old  plan,  and  one  which  worked  very  well.  It  abolished  entir^y  any  right  to  im- 
prison n>r  debt.  Under  the  old  law  we  had  no  such  thing  really  as  Imprisonment  for 
debt :  but  a  man  might  bo  arrested  upon  a  ca,  ao.,  and  upon  an  exhibit  of  property  he 
was  (lisoharged.  But  under  the  constitution  as  it  now  stands  a  man  may  be  worth  a 
million  of  dollars,  and,  unless  a  law  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  conld 
reach  him,  you  could  not  collect  a  dollar  from  him.  Another  objection  was  that  the 
governor  was  authorized  to  appoint  notaries  public;  I  do  not  recollect  the  number  of 
them,  but  a  very  large  nnniber,  who  had  the  same  jurisdiction  that  iustices  of  the 
peace  hnd.  In  our  State  justices  of  the  peace  have  jurisdiction  of  all  olaims  under 
one  hundred  dollars ;  and  suits  must  be  brought  against  the  parties  either  in  the  pre- 
cinct in  which  they  live,  or  in  the  precinct  in  which  the  contracts  were  made.  But 
notaries  public  have  jurisdiction  all  over  the  county,  and  they  can  briuff  a  man  forty 
miles,  away  down  from  one  comer  of  the  county  to  another  comer  of  the  county,  to 
answer  a  little  demand  of  $5.    All  these  objections  existed  against  the  constitution. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  on  the  subject  of  election  laws  embraced  in  this  con- 
stitution f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  election  laws  were  passed  by  the  legislature  of  1668.  Those 
laws  repealed  the  old  election  law,  which  existed  anterior  to  that  time^  and,  to  my 
mind,  left  it  in  a  veiy  singular  condition.  Under  the  registration  law  the  books  are 
kept  open  all  the  time,  and  a  man  can  go  into  the  judge  of  probate^s  office  at  any  time 
and  register ;  and  there  is  nobody  there  to  challenge  him  and  ask  him  whether  be  is  a 
legal  or  an  illej^al  voter,  or  anything  of  the  sort.  He  takes  a  certain  oath,  it  is  ime. 
That  registry  is  opeu  ou  the  day  of  election,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  officers  of  elec- 
tion to  keep  it  within  a  certain  distance  of  the  polls,  so  that  anvbody  can  register  who 
chooses ;  and  under  the  construction  given  to  that  law,  after  he  registers  there  is  no 
puuishnient  for  illegal  voting.  A  man  may  vote  forty  times,  and  there  is  no  law  in  the 
State  'whereby  he  may  be  punished. 

By  Mr.  BnOK : 

♦  QrtcsHon.  No  power  to  challen^  his  vote  ? 

Anstcrr.  No,  sir;  it  is  an  indictable  offense  to  challenge  a  vote  in  the  State  of 
Alabama. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  After  the  constitution  was  submitted  to  the  people  and  rejected  according 
to  the  act  of  Congress,  and  it  was  afterward  by  a  subsequent  act  of  Congress  put  in 
operation  in  the  State,  and  the  otteers  elected  under  it,  at  the  time  of  its  lailure 

Mr.  Beck.  Defeated  under  it. 

Mr.  Blaou  Defeated  under  it,  as  a  natter  of  course,  because  the  constitution  failed ; 
atter  tliat^  was  it  a  source  of  annoyance  and  irritation  to  the  entire  people  of  the  State 
that  they  should  have  had  officers  put  upon  them  in  that  way  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  has  done  more  to  produce  a  bad  feeling  than  anything 
^  else  that  has  occurred.    1  do  not  think  that  all  the  incidents  of  the  war  produced  as 


AJLAB^MA.  359 

batl  an  effect  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  as  the  impoaition  by  Conferees  of  that  con- 
rtitution  upon  the  people.  They  regarded  tbemselyes  as  baT^g  been  entrapped.  They 
luid  been  told  that  that  constitution  was  not  to  be  the  constitution  of  the  State,  unless 
it  received  a  majority  of  the  registered  votes  of  the  State.  The  people  of  the  State  did 
not  like  the  constitution,  and  uiqj  adopted  the  best  means  theylcnew  to  defeat  it,  and 
thott  was  by  staying  away  from  the  polls. 

QuesUon.  In  strict  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress  7 

Answer,  In  strict  accordance  with  the  act  of  Confess.  The  people  registered,  and  if 
the  constitution  had  not  contained  those  features  to  which  I  have  alluded,  the  people 
would  have  voted. 

Question.  It  was  a  constitution  made  by  the  agents  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau,  and 
other  aliens  to  the  State,  and  imposed  upon  them  in  violation  of  the  will  oCthe  people 
of  the  State  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  It  is  true  they  had  to  live  under  that  constitution  and  to  endure  it ; 
1)ut  they  have  never  regarded  it  as  a  conetitution  made  by  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Alabama. 

Question,  What  was  the  class  of  officers,  tU^  charaoter  of  the  men,  generally  brought 
into  office  by  the  action  of  Congress? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  reckon  a  more  ignorant  set  of  men,  and  lessqnalified  to  diecharge 
the  duties  of  fhelr  \  arious  offices,  were  never  put  upon  any  people  anywhere. 

Qitcittion,  What  was  the  character  of  the  legislation  that  followed  after  the  accession 
of  those  people  to  power  ! 

Answer.  Well«  there  were  a  great  many  laws  passed,  the  object  of  which  was  to  sus- 
tain the  party  in  power  there,  to  build  them  up  and  to  perpetuate  their  hold  on  power 
Thi3  election  law  was  one  of  them.  And  I  recollect  another  law  they  passed,  wnich  is 
ill  existence  now,  by  which  the  judges  of  probate — and  at  the  time  the  law  was  passed; 
I  think,  evgry  one  in  the  State  was  a  republican — had  the  right  to  designate  the  pa- 
pers in  whicli  legal  advertisements  should  be  made.  They  always  designated  republi- 
cuu  papers ;  and  if  there  did  not  happen  to  be  one  in  the  county  in  which  the  judge 
of  probate  lived,  he  would  select  one  three  or  four  counties  off.  Before  that  the 
law  was  that  the  panics  interested  in  the  advertisements  might  select  the. paper  in 
which  it  should  be  published ;  the  judge  had  nothing  to  dp  with  it.  • 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Are  most  of  the  advertisements  those  in  which  democrats  alone  are  inter- 
ested? 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  I  have  ever  seen  one  in  which  a  negro  was  interested  at  all. 

Question.  Thereby  yon  helped  to  support  their  press  ? 

Anszcer.  Certainly ;  the  people,  opposed  to  them  in  politics,  have  supported  their 
press  ever  since  they  existed,  *and  are  doing  it  now.  If  it  was  not  for  that,  not  one 
would  exist  in  the  State. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  A  number  of  bills  were  passed  by  the  legislature  in  aid  of  railroads.  Was 
it  the  belief  of  the  people  that  those  bills  were  corruptly  passed  ? 

Ans%cer.  Well,  I  do  not  suppose  that  many  people  entertained  any  doubt  about  the 
fact  that  bribery  was  used  to  a  very  considerable  extent  in  getting  several  bills  passed 
through  the  legislature.  The  bill  in  aid  of  the  Chattanoosa  Railroad,  one  in  aid  of  the 
South  and  North  road,  and  one  in  aid  of  the  Mobile  and  Montgomery  road,  I  have  very 
little  doubt  but  what  money  was  paid  in  each  case. 

Question.  Have  you  mentioned  the  bill  giving  two  millions  to  the  Alabama  and  Chat- 
t^mooga  Railroad? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  my  own  opinion  is  that  the  other  roads  are  just  as  guilty;  I  do 
not  think  there  is  a  particle  oi  difference  between  them.  There  was  a  singular  thing 
happened  in  reference  to  one  of  those  railroads ;  I  do  not  recollect  now  which  one  it 
wa«.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  to  which  the  bill  was  referred  repotted  one  day 
aijpuuat  its  possoge.  In  a  very  short  time  the  biH  was  recommitted,  and  the  very  next 
morning,  without  any  new  light  having  been  thrown  upon  the  subject,  without  any- 
tbin^;^  having  occurred  in  the  meantime  publicly  to  produce  a  change  in  thepnbtic 
seutiment,  that  same  chairman  of  the  same  committee  i*eported  the  bill  favorably . 

Question.  Did  the  action  of  Congress  in  imposing  upon  the  Slate  this  constitution, 
xind  these  bad  and  incompetent  officials,  have  any  effect  npon  the  political  sentiment 
of  the  State  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  had  a  very  great  effect  upon  the  political  sentiment  of  the  State. 
lu  1865,  after  the  war,  I  have  always  believed  that  if  tlie  people  of  the  South  had  been 
tiSeated  as  they  supposed  they  would  be,  and  as  in  their  opinion  they  ought  to  have 
been,  the  republican  party  oonld  have  controlled  all  of  those  States  without  any 
troulile.  The  people  there  cared  nothing  for  the  deraooratic  party ;  they  cared  noth- 
ing particularly  about  the  republican  part;y  ;  they  were  for  the  party  that  woujd  give 
them  peace  and  quiet ;  that  was  all  they  wanted.    And  they  would  have  gone  for 
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whatever  party  did  that  Even  as  late  as  the  eleoti6n  of  General  Gra&t^  in  1668,  thou- 
sands of  men  refrained  ftam  TOting,  for  the  reason  that  they  believed  he  would  be  some 
otstacloy  some  breakwater,  between  the  legisliition  of  Confljess  and  them.  He  had 
started  ont  with  the  motto,  "  Let  ns  have  peace ;  ^  and  they  thought  we  would  be 
mueh  more  likely  to  have  it  under  him  than  under  Mr.  Seymour.  I  know  of  my  ovn 
knowledge  that  a  great  many  men  entertained  that  opinion.  A  great  many  voted  for 
General  Grant  on  that  ground ;  a  great  many  abstained  from  voting  entirely  for  ^e 
reason  that  they  did  not  care  to  make  any  opposition  to  the  election  of  General  Grant ; 
and  a  large  number  of  gentlemen,  who  acted  with  the  republican  party  as  late  aa  18^ 
have  since  that  time  abandoned  it,  aud  now  act  with  the  democratic  party. 

QueBtkm,  By  reason  of  these  acts  of  Congress  f 

Aim$er»  Yes,  sir ;  notidng  else  in  the  world. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Qwetthn.  Can  yon  give  us  any  idea  about  ihe  strength  of  the  white  MpiMican  vote* 
in  Alabama  now  ? 

An$wer.  My  own  opinion  is  that  five  tlioiisand  would  cover  them  all. 

Question,  Was  there  at  any  time  more  than  that  f 

Anmoer*  Yes,  sir :  I  think  so.  I  merely  iudge  tcom  my  own  county ;  I  know  a  great 
many  gentlemen  tnere  who  used  to  act  with  the  repnUican  party,  but  who  do  not  now. 

By.  M^.  Blair  : 

QumtioH,  That  was  partioulariy  the  case  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  t 

An9wer.  In  the  mountain  regions,  yes. 

QucstUm,  There  were  a  great  many  persons  in  ihe  mountain  regions  incttned  to  act 
with  the  republicans,  were  there  not  T 

Antwer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

QHestUm,  In  reference  to  the  taxes  and  ezpenaea  of  your  State  government^  and  of 
;our  county  organizations,  how  do  they  compare  now  with  what  they  were  previoos 
to  the  adoption  of  tlie  constitution  f 

Answer,  Before  the  war,  my  veeoUeetion  is  that  the  tax  upon  real  estate  was  96  eents 
on  every  hundred  dollars'  worth,  or  one-quarter  of  one  per  oent; ;  and  upon  penonal 
property,  outside  of  slaves,  it  was  very  small.  Upon  slaves  it  was  very  small ;  they 
were  taxed  acconling  to  their  age,  so  much  between  ten  and  flffceen,  so  much  between 
fifteen  and  twenty,  so  mueh  b^ween  twenty  and  thirty,  and  so  on  up  to  sixty ;  they 
were  t-axed  up  to  the  age  of  sixty  years.  My  recollection  is  that  the  highest  Ua.  on 
any  of  them  was  not  more  thou  oO  cents.  Since  the  war  every  species  of  property  is 
taxed,  hogs,  sheep,  cattle,  everything.  I  believe  five  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  property 
is  exempt ;  t^iat  is  all.  The  State  tax  is  three^borths  of  one  per  cent.  The  tax  in 
Montgomery  County,  in  which  I  liv«-^^nd  H  is  a  oounty  that  ought  not  to  have  adidlar 
of  debt — is  three-fourths  of  one  per  cent. 

Question,  For  county  purposes  T 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir.  They  raised  in  the  county,  for  county  purposes,  between  190.000 
and  $100^000;  and*  for  State  purposes  something  over  9100,000.  Before  the  war  i  do 
not  suppose  the  expenses  of  Montgomery  County  ever  exceeded  |3O,O0O ;  but  now 
190,000  has  been  raised  fbr  several  years^  What  the^  do  with  it  I  do  not  know.  Theie 
have  been  no  pnblie  buildincs  put  up,  no  public  improvements  going  on,  except  an 
occasional  bridge  aoross  a  crecS:.    Where  it  goes  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Is  thei*e  acoountabili^  enforced  upon  these  persons  t 

Ansiver,  There  is  a  law  of  the  State  requiring  the  Judge  of  probate  there  to  publiidi 
so  many  times  every  year  the  receipts  and  expOTditures  of  the  county,  and  a  statement 
of  how  the  money  nas  been  expended.  But  I  have  never  seen  a  single  publicatiott  of 
that  sort. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QuesHom*  Has  any  been  oMde,  so  finr  as  jcm.  mo  advised  t 

Answer,  My  impression  is  that  none  has  eiwr  bees  made.  I  never  taw  smtybody  wbo 
had  seen  one,  and  I  have  made  inquiries  about  it,  because  I  had  a  great  eurionty  to 
know  what  t^oy  did  with  the  money. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Something  besides  curiosity,  had  you  not  t 

Answer.  I  had  some  interest,  but  still  curiosity  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it. 

Question,  As  to  the  indebtedness  of  the  State,  is  it  asoertainable ;  does  anybody  know 
what  it  is  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nobody  knows  exactly  what  the  State  debt  iSk  The  debt  existing 
anterior  to  the  war  can  be  ascertained  b^ond  all  question,  and  I  reckon  ia  asoertainedL 
As  to  the  debt  that  lias  accumulated  since  tiie  war,  I  reckon  it  is  very  difficult  to  find 
out  what  it  is.  In  the  first  place,  we  have  issued  a  large  number  of  notiefr  which  pass 
as  moucy ;  I  lio  not  know  how  many  of  them  have  been  put  out ;  it  is  poasiUo  thait  in- 
formation  can  be  obtained.    How  many  bonds  have  been  issued  I  cannot  tell ;  how 
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many  will  be  issned  nobody  can  UXL  I  onee  Hia^e  an  ettifattte  as  to  what  I  sn^poeed 
the  liability  of  the  State  might  be  nnder  existing  laws,  and  with,  tbeworlunow  iu 
progress,  and  for  which  charters  have  been  obtained,  and  upon  which  they  can  com- 
msfiioe  wofk-bufora  ^o  law  oaaasa  to  have  tffpat.  I  inade  an  estimate  that  it  might  be 
forty  uiiUions  of  dollars. 

Qmmtkn.  Dots  the  law  itsqnira  that  these  railpad  corporations  shall  have  a  certain 
amoani  of  1)^mtfiie  siook  befbfe  they  tan  avail  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  the  law  t 

Afmumn  That  has  alwa^  been  my  understanding  of  the  law.  I  think  our  whole  s^s- 
tem  of  chartering  corporations  is  exceedingly  def^tive.  It  is  very  difficult  to  tell  ex- 
aetly  what  it  does  mean.  It  was  evidently  the  object  of  the  law  that  stock  should  be 
subscribed.  Bnt  they  get  their  charters  through  and  subscribe  the  stock,  and  do  not 
pay  a  dollar  <tf  it  in.  &  rsferenoe  to  this  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Bailroad,  I  am  in- 
formod  that  not  one  dollar's  worth  €^  stoek  has  over  been  paid  into  that  road. 

Qwuiiom.  It  was  bwU  entirely  by  the  State  subscription  f 

Ammotr^  Sntliely. 

Qmmmn*  Thatis,aU  that  has  been  built  of  itt 

Ammott*  Ail  that-  has  bssn  bmilt.  I  was  told  the  other  day,  by  a  gentleman,  that 
there  was  about  a  hundred  miles  of  the  road — well,  you  maj^  tcarvel  over  it  with 
a  car,  but  it  woaid  not  bo  called  a  railroad  In  this  country. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

QuMMtn*  Haa  there  been  more  stock  issued  to  that  company  than  the  law  contem- 
plated or  allowed  T 

Annotr,  I  have  understood  that  several  hundred  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  bondsL 
have  been  issned  more  than  was  authoilfled  by  law. 

By  Us.  BiASR : 

Qmeithtt.  That  was  dons  by  tho  governor  f 

JuMMT.  That  was  done  by  GovemocSoiith. 
*  Qmeifi0m,  What  is  his  oeomp^tion  at  present  t 

Amm^er*  I  think  he  has  seme  eonneetion  with  thsft  road. 

Quettian,  He  is  in  the  employment  of  that  road  f 

Answer.  Yesy  sir ;  that  is  my  understanding  of  his  business  now.  His  private  seore- 
tary  also  is  in  the  empkiyment  of  that  road. 

(^uf9HmK  Are  any  other  of  the  former  oAeers  of  the  State  now  emidoyed  by  that 
roadf 

Anmnr.  Tes,  sir;  I  heard  that  tha  old  seeretaiy  of  state  is  also  in  the  employment  of 
that  road. 

QumH$n,  There  has-  been  a  great  deal  of  testimony  before  this  eommittee  in  regard 
to  Ku-Klux  outrages  tiiat  aio  ailesed  to  harve  ocourred  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  I 
believo  you  have  already  answereu  the  question  asked  yon,  whether  you  believed 
there  was  such  an  omnieation  within  the  State? 

Antwer.  I  do  not  brieve  there  is  any  sash  thing  as  an  organisation  there.  Men  may 
ooca8i<Mially  get  together  and  commit  depredations,  and  they  would  be  called  £u»Klux ; 
but  that  is  &e  wcteat  of  the  organisation,  an  orgaoiaatkm  in  the  looality^  and  for  a 
speoiaA  purpose ;  I  am  satisfied  that  is  all  there  is  of  it. 

Qmmii$n*  were  yon-  at  the  seat  of  government,  in  Montgomery,  at  the  time  of  the 
contest  about  the  office  of  governor  tmd  the  inang^iration  ^  Governor  Idndsay  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  was  there. 

QmetUon,  Was  there  any  unusual  collection  of  people  in  the  town  at  that  tinie*-*any- 
thing  more  than  usually  oeoors  on  soeh  occasions  f 

AmmMr.  The  legislature  was  in  session^  and  I  think  that  perhaps  the  grand  lodge  oi 
Masons  were  also  there  during  the  time  of  that  excitoment ;  and  I  am  not  gertaiu 
hot  what  there  was  a  Methodist  oonferenoe,  or  something  of  that  sort,  going  on. 

QuetiUm,  It  has  been  stated  in  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Parsons,  Qovemor  Paaons,  of 
vour  State,  tiiat  there  were  lai^o  hodieaof  men  from  difibasnt  ps^ta  of  tli»  State  col- 
lected in  Montgomery  at  the  time,  and  that  they  were  armed. 

Antwer,  That  is  not  so. 

QmesUon.  That  they  were  in  attendanee  upon  the  court  in  which  Governor  Xindsay 
brought  an  action  wt  tiie  exeentivo  apartments,  and  for  the  books  and  pa{>ers  of  tho 
ezocuttve  office;  that  ^e  oourt  before  which  ho  broa|i^  this  action  was  crowded 
with  men  from  distant  parts  of  the  State,  who  were  variously  armed. 

Ansiper,  I  was  in  the  court-hoiise  during  that  trial,  and  did  not  see  a  single,  solitary 
weapon  there.  There  was  a  very  good  crowd  in  the  eonrt-house ;  it  was  a  matter  in 
which  erverybody  folt  a  great  deal  of  interest.  The  bar  was  very  well  filled  with 
lawyers,  and  the  outside  of  the  bar  was  very  well  filled  by  citizens  of  Montgomery, 
and  by  strangers  also  it  might  have  been.  But  there  was  not  a  very  laive  crowd 
there;  there  was  no  difficulty  in  getting  into  the  court-house,  or  out  of  it.  There  was 
no  disturbance  of  any  sort,  Miape,  or  fashion.  And  I  never  saw  a  weapon  during  that 
whirie  eKCTteaient 
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(HiflNitHi.  Who  was  the  judge  \dio  piended  in  the  court  * 

An$wer,  James  Q.  Smiw. 

QuesUon,  What  waa  his  politics  f 

^fwii^.  He  beloiiged  to  the  xepablican  party,  and  obtained  his  offloe  under  the  eleo- 
tlon  held  upou  the  constitutioD. 

'Qu€$twn,  Do  yoa  know  that,  aay  intimidation  was  naed  by  the  negroes  of  these 
Leap^es  upon  the  other  negroes  to  prerent  them  from  voting  tbe  democratic  ticket  t 

An9¥>er.  Negroes  have  told  me  tnat  they  were  afraid  to  let  it  be  known  that  they 
voted  the  democratic  ticket.  One  negro  I  recollect  in  particular,  he  is  a  very  sensible 
man,  told  me  that  he  was  a  negro  and  had  to  associate  with  the  negroes ;  but  that  the 
white  people  had  always  been  his  Mends  and  were  now  his  friends ;  that  they  had 
given  him  employment,  and*  he  was  disposed  to  support  them,  fmr  he  thought  they 
could  make  laws  which  would  suit  him  and  them  better  than  those  who  were  strangers; 
that,  80  far  ns  he  was  concerned,  he  wanted  to  vote  the  democratio  ticket,  but  he  had 
to  conceal  his  political  views,  and  if  he  so  voted  he  had  to  keep  hia  vote  •  secret,  in 
order  to  avoid  social  ostracism ;  that  he  was  a  negro  and  had  to  aasodate  with  naoBoes, 
and  that  he  did  not  want  to  lose  tiiat  association.  I  have  hcftrd  of  negrocaoeing 
whipped  for  voting  the  demecratie  ticket. 

Que$tion.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  one  being  anested  fi>r  doing  that  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  of  hearing  of  any  one  being  arrested  for  it.  But  I  recoUect 
distinctly  of  hearing  of  a  negro  being  whipped  at  the  last  election. 

QfitttUm.  In  your  county  and  State  elections  was  there  any  systematie  plan  adopted 
by  the  Leagues  to  compel  the  negroes  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  f 

Aruwer.  I  stated  to  yon  a  litue  while  ago  that  I  beard  orders  were  sent  out  and 
arguments  were  used  to  induce  negroes  to  vote. 

Question,  Was  any  plan  adopted  to  ascertain  the  fact  of  how  they  did  vote  f 

Aimver,  My  office  is  not  very  far  from  the  court-house ;  and  standing  in  my  office 
door,  I  can  see  everything  that  'goes  on  there.  On  the  pavement  leading  to  the  coait- 
bouse,  and  within  iilby  steps  of  the  gate  throa^^  which  they  go  to  vote,  I  myself  saw 
a  negro  stop  every  negro  who  came  along  on  &e  paveonnt,  and  take  hia  ticket  kom 
bis  band.  Sometimes  he  would  give  it  back,  and  sometimes  he  would  tear  it  up  aod 
bund  him  another  ticket.  I  recollect  distinctly  that  General  Clanton  and  mys^  lotted 
at  it  together.  He  went  ever  and  asked  the  negro  what  he  was  doing,  and  I  think 
told  him  that  he  would  not  submit  to  that ;  that  his  must  go  away.;  that  if  tiie  negroes 
wanted  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  they  should  do  it.  The  nc^gro  left  that  plaoe,  and 
I  do  not  know  where  he  went  to  from  there.  •!  recollect  that  circumstance  disUnctlj. 

Quettidn.  Was  there  much  illegal  voting  in  Montgomery  County  at  the  last  elecUon  7 

Austoer,  That  is  a  mere  matter  of  opinion.  I  saw  a  great  many  negroes  vote  who 
it  struck  me  were  not  competent  voters,  who  were  too  young.  And  I  understand  that 
a  great  many  negroes  from  Liowndes  County  came  ap  there  and  voted.  It  ia  some- 
thing we  cannot  prevent  as  long  as  th'e  election  law  remains  as  it  is.  The  right  to 
challenge  I  do  not  think  would  meet  thediftteiilty.  The  only  way  to  meet  the  difficulty 
is  to  require  registered  voters  to  vote  in  the  precinct  in  which  they  Uve. 

Qtmiion,  Are  they  privileged  now  to  vote  anywhere  f 

Amwet*  To  vote  any^wbero  they  please  in  the  oounty ;  aad  the  officers  never  consult 
the  register  to  ascertain  whether  the  man  who  offers  to  vote  has  been  r^^tered  or  not. 
He  goes  up  and  offers  his  vote  and  they  take  it.  The  number  of  voters  in  JMontgomeiy 
County  is  very  large,  I  think,  in  proportion  to  the  population. 

Question.  Larger  than  it  should  be  f 

^ii9iMr.  Larger  than  it  ought  to  be,  I  think. 

Question.  If  there  was  any  fraud  committed  in  that  election,  it  was  more  likely  to 
have  been  committed  upon  the  republican  side,  as  they  had  the  control  of  tiie  eleotiQn 
officer*,  did  they  not  ? 

Answer.  Well,  if  they  allowed  it  to  be  committed  against  them,  thoy  are  not  as  smart 
as  I  took  thsm  to  be. 

Qumtion.  I^  they  not  have  the  appointment  of  nearly  all  the  election  officers  in  the 
State  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  they  did. 

Que»^on.  And  the  designation  of  all  the  places  of  election  f 

Answer.  Those  places  are  designated  by  a  commitstoners'  courts  They  have  a  oourt 
there  called  the  commisstonem'  court,  and  the  precincts  are  designated  by  theuiy  and 
are  very  rarely  changed.  In  the  county  of  Montgomery,  at  the  last  election,  in  one 
place  they  held  the  election  about  three  miles  firom  the  precinct. 

QuesHan.  Held  the  election  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  about  three  miles  from  the  prectacty  in  which  there  were  about  four 
hundred  minority  for  the  republican  candidate,  and  that  return  waa  counted. 

Question.  That  was  at  the  last  election  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  vote  was  counted  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  think,  thoogh,  it  was  the  result  of  the  ignorance  of  the  managers 
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of  the  election  in  holding  it  there ;  I  do  not  think  they  intended  any  wrong  hy  it;  bat 
it  certainly  was  held  three  mOee  £rom  the  plaee  designated  for  that  precinct,  though  a 
protest  was  made  against  it. 

Question,  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  repubHcans  ever  had  a  minority  in  Hie  State  of 
Alabama  t 

Ansicer.  I^o,  sir ;  I  never  had  the  idea  that  they  had  a  majority  there. 

Question,  Of  the  white  as  well  as  of  the  black  votet 

Anstcer,  Tes,sir;  I  have  no  dmibt  bntwhat  the  democratic  party  always  bad  ten 
thousand  majority  in  Alabama,  and  have  it  to-day. 

Quesiion,  And  that  majority  is  particnlariy  large  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  f 

Anatcer.  Tes,  sir.  in  the  city  or  Mobile  the  democrats  have  a  considerate  minority ; 
in  Butler  County,  and  in  the  southern  tier  of  counties,  Dale,  Coffee,  Covingten,  Wash- 
ington, and  Henry,  the  democrats  have  a  majority. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Qnesiion.  It  has  been  testified  to  by  several  genlteMien  he^,  and  I  waat  your  opinion 
on  that  suhjeot,  that  a  refubliean  eaniMt  safely  express  his  pelitieid  opinions  in  the 
State  of  Alabama.    What  is  your  information  and  knowledge  iipon  that  sabieot  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  have  heard  them  express  thei^  very  often,  within  leas  thaa  a 
hundred  yaMs  of  where  I  osed  to  live.  I  used  to  bear  them  very  jfrequently  making 
speeches,  nicht  and  day,  attending  their  meetings,  and  lunrying  them  on  precaaely  as 
they  would  here.  I  have  never  seen  them  intenuptad  in  tbe  slightest  degree,  and  Mey 
never  have  been  interrupted  there. 

Questiim,  Is  it  your  opinion  that  any  man  can  make  a  public  canvass  in  the  State  of 
Alabama  there  and  speak  there  for  the  republican  or  democratic  side,  without  any 
interruption  t 

Anstccr.  I  have  no  doubt  but  what  he  can  make  speeches  from  Tennessee  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  and  never  be  interfered  with  at  all,  any  more  than  they  used  to  inteiiere 
with  them  in  the  contests  in  former  times  between  whicrs  and  democrats. 

Qvetfl'ton,  And  they  do  speak  freely,  and  have  spoken  frenly,  in  all  tiie  canvaasesf 

Anfnnr  Yes,  sir. 

Qufsiion,  Do  they,  from  tiie  general  tone  of  their  speeches,  seem  to  indicate  that  they 
are  aiVaid  to  give  any  offense  by  expressing  their  political  sentiments  t 

Anmctr.  No,  sir,  not  in  the  slightest  degree.  Some  of  them  have  made  as  inflamma- 
tory speeches,  —  so  I  have  beara ;  I  never  have  haaid  one  of  them  speak  except  at  a 
distance;  I  never  went  to  one  of  their  meetings;  -*  I  have  heard  of  them  making 
some  very  inflammatory  speeches,  and  I  have  never  heard  of  one  being  intSEmpted. 

QueMion,  It  has  been  stated  here  that  in  the  elections  of  Alabama  the  democrats 
used  a  great  deal  of  intimidation  against  the  eokrcd  people,  partionlady  in  rsfeMmce 
to  their  votes.    What  is  your  information  on  VopX  subject  t 

A'Kfmer,  I  ara  satisfied  the  statement  is  incorrect.  The  white  people  south  have 
clone  very  little  as  yet  toward  trying  to  influence  the  colored  vote;  they  did  net  think 
the  time  had  come  for  it.  They  have  been  allowed  to  go  and  vote  josi  precisely  as 
tbey  pleased. 

Qvefition,  The  senate  of  your  legislaiture,  I  beliei?e,  was  put  in  at  the  time  the  consti- 
tution was  forced  upon  you  by  Congress,  and  still  holds  overt 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  tiiink  contrary  to  the  eonstitotion  of  the  Statcw 

Question,  Is  it  a  republican  senate? 
,     Anttwer.  All  bat  one;  there  is  one  democrat  in  it. 

Qui-stion.  Yon  have  spoken  about  the  negroes  not  beiM  safe  if  tbe^  voted  the  demo- 
cratic ticket.  What  have  you  heard  upon  the  subject  of  promises  beuH|^made  to  them, 
either  through  the  leagues  or  the  agents  of  the  bureau,  or  men  proSsshug  to  act  by 
authority,  to  the  effect  that  land  or  other  property  would  be  given  to*negro«a  w1m> 
would  stand  by  and  vote  for  them  and  the  republican  party  t 

Answer,  There  used  to  be  talk  two  or  thtee  years  ago  about  giving  them  forty  acres 
of  land  and  a  mule ;  but  I  believe  they  have  «[Vit  »it.  The  negroes  have  given  up 
the  Idea  now  of  setting  the  forty  acres  of  land  and  the  mule. 

i^uesUUm,  Was  it,  according  to  your  information,  fr«ely  promised  f 

Atisvrer,  Yes,  sir ;  no  doubt  about  that. 

Question,  They  made  the  negroes  beherve  it  t 

Awnoet,  Yes,  sir;  and  negroes  who  used  to  belong  to  me  have  come  to  me  and  toUL 
me  about  it,  and  wmted  to  know  how  they  could  g^  it ;  said  that  they  had  been  t4^ 
all  the  time  that  they  were  to  harve  it,  and  they  wanted  to  know  how  they  could  get  it. 

4^iestion.  It  was  not  regarded  in  your  State  as  a  myth,  as  a  democratic  ndsehood,  but 
it  w^ns  regarded  as  a  promise  actually  made  t 

Answer,  So  the  negroes  say. 

Question,  And  it  was  generally  believed  by  tiie  people  t 

AnsK'er,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  You  say  that  your  people  wefe  very  much  dissatisfied  with  the  various 
provisions  of  your  constitution  t 
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* 

Jtitven  Ye%eir. 

QmwIws.  And  Tf^re  very  mnohdiflBatisfied  wi4h  the  manner  in  whioh  it  wab  nnpoeed 
upon  the  State  by  Congress  t 

Amm^r^  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  your  people  ever  undertaken  to  resist  its  enforcement  in  any  way,  by 
any  force  or  violenoe  t 

AMwer,  Not  at  alL 

^tcsfttm.  Tfasy  have  always- ^eftiiy  and  pvoperly  aolnnitted  te  It  as  a  coBstitationf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QtMUom,  Awaiting  yo«r  time  to  alter  it  in  the  proper  constitiitional  way  f 
-  AmwoTi  Y«fli^sir. 

Qitistimtk  Have  the  pvovislonB  of  that  oonstitatien,  or  the  manner  in  whieh  it  was 
foroed  upon  the  people  of  the  State  of  iUfibama,  ever  been  made  a  pretext  for  any 
violence  or  nnlawinl  act,  by  anybody,  to  your  knowledge? 

Answei:  I  think  not. 

ifmntUm^  Yon  have  spekonof  Tmkpm  improper  aitts  of  ib»  legislatore  that  was  firet 
aesembkid  nnder  yoor  eanatttotieni  Have  yasr  people  ever  aadeitakeQ  to  renst  ih^ 
enforcement  of  those  laws  by  any  violence  f  ' 

Answefi  No,  sir.  • 

^umtkm.  Has  the  impropriety  of  tiiose  laws  ever  been  made  a  pretext  for  any  aets 
of  violeeee  whatever  by  anybody  t 

jMsmm,  NbtthalI;hMree^«rfaMid'a£ 

Question,  Yon  have  spoken  about  the  unsuitableness  of  varioos  persons  appointed  to 
office  under  tkAteooBtitBlion.-  Have  yon  ever  nndertakea  to  resist  bymoe  in  any 
way  tkeeeoffioiaiat 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  heard  of  but  one  officer  who  had  aoy  difficol^ 
I  do  not  know  whether  that  grew  out  of  any  potftk^d  matOer^ 

Qmstion^  Yen  do  not  oiiderstaDd  that,  if  there  have  been  any  acts  of  violence,  they 
are  to  be  attributed  to  any  of  these  oansee  t 

Answer*  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  they  are,  beoanse  I  think  the  i>eopIe  of  the  State<tf 
Alabama  were  determined  to  obey  any  law  or  constitution  that  was  upon  them. 

Qneeti^n,  Voa  have  sp<^en  about  seme  railroad  legislation  that  yon  think  waa  im- 
properly and  corruptly  pioeured  frsm.  the  legislatttre.  In  title  first  place,  let  me  ask 
you  if  those  aets  of  the  legifilatnre  were  in  any  sense  made  a  political  question  in  the 
legislature ;  was  there  a  political  divisioB  upon  that  snliiiect  t 

Ansver.  There  w«a  very  little  opportunity  to  have  any  political  division  on  that. 

Qnetttm*  Itwasalaiigely  repubUeanlegi^aturet 

Anewen  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  not  the  demoovats  Wihe  wete  in  the  leglslatare,  what  few  of  t^bem  there 
were,  vote  for  those  acts  f 

Answer,  I  am  not  s^le  to  speak  upon  that  enbjieet. 

Question.  Have<y<ou  ever  ^mmined  in  order  to  find  en^f 

Answer.  I  have  not  examined. 

QuesUcn.  Do  you  understand  that  those  railroad  acts  were 

Answer,  My  imprassion  is  that  the  democratic  senator  voted^for  them» 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  tbe^  were  in  any  sense  opposed  as  politieal 
measures,  or  that  there  wms  any  pcAitical  tUvlsiott  upon  mm  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  heard  that  there  was« 

Quotum,  Do  you  understand  that  that  railroad  legislatieB  has  ever  been  made  the 
pretext  iot  amy  nnlawAd  aets  by  anyhody  t 

Anewer.  Nou  sir. 

Qnesthm,  Taen  all  these  things  abent  which  you  have  been  examined  have  not 
fiomiahed  a«y  fouadatiob  for  any  violatiens  of  law  upon  the  jMurt  of  anybody,  so  £ar  as 
you  know  t 

Amswm^  Net  lAait  I  have  efer  heavd  etL 

Question,  Yon  do  not  believe  that  thsy  hove  t 

Ansxoer,  "No,  sir;  I  do  not.  ^ 

Question.  This  examination  so  fmr  has  been  quite  aside  6am  the  duty  iiiat  was 
imposed  upon  this  committee.  We  are  required  to  ascertain,  as  well  as  we  can.  what 
is  the  present  condition  of  your  State ;  whether  the  laws  are  enforeod,  and  whmtf,  if 
crime  is  committed,  it  is  properly  punished ;  also  what  is  the  condition  of  tlie  eooft- 
mnnity  l^ere  na  to  its  peace  and  oraer.  Have  yon  heard  of  any  acts  of  violence  having 
been  committed  within  your  State  during  the  last  year  or  two— any  persons  having  been 
killed? 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  persons  being  ktHed* 

Question.  Have  yuu  heard  of  x>er8on8  being  killed  by  bands  of  disguised  men  T 

Answer.  Only  what  I  have  seen  in  the  newspapers. 

Question,  Have  you  bad  such  information  upon  that  subject  as  to  satisfy  yoa  that 
such  has  been  the  case  f 

Answer,  I  Baw  an  account  of  a  man  being  killed  in  Greene  County,  I  think  it  was: 
the  solicitor  up  there. 


QueeUm,  Mr.  Bojdt 

Atuiwer,  Yes.  sir. 

4^iMtli*ii.  DidyottiBidcfffetafndtbftt  lMwg*kili0dbyapatty«f  disgalaed 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  newspaper  account  of  it. 

^MNJon.  W«ll,  yen  mppfmad  tiMt  ^4^  tNM  t 

Answer.  I  supposed  it  was. 
,  Que9^0n.  Isthat^ecmlyiBvUoMeof  tiieklndy«ali«voii6ardof  kiiaif  Statof 

An$mr.  I  <mnB«t  oaU  totakkl-Miy  olber  now;  I  4o  ntt  g>ctiio»t-aay  «iher. 

^lesttoit.  Is  it  not  your  opinioatbat  there  have  been  more  persons  killed  tn  Hm  some 
way  by  bands  of  disfjpvtSBd  nen-f 

AimMr.  I  think  I  heard  that  mime  penons  "wiere  killed  iip  in  the  aetghboAsod  of 
Pftyetona;  bat  1  do  not  ieo«lleei  wlwtiier  it  was  by  par— o  in  dfagatoe  or  not. 

QuesUon.  Has  it  oat  b«en  a  auitter  ^pabllo  notoiie^^'  in  yoor  Staler  for  tbe  laat  year 
or  two,  that  In  all  paitsof  the  Stale, «t  vaxlaas  tbnee.  bands  of  disgalsed  men  haTo 
been  riding  abroad  at  night ;  has  there  been  any  such  thing  as  that^t 

A<iwr.  I  #0  not tMak  I  have  tesagd^fit  fa  aU  paftsof  ttie  Btato>  HiaTOBeenin 
the  neiwapi^eia  tkat  ki  e«rtain  poortioBiof  North  Alabaiia  tJunga  of  that  Mft  baye 
occurred. 

QueMm.  Hare  you  Bot  hend  of  tkMe  ban^  appearing  in  a  great  many  of  your 
oountiee  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  thoir  afPpMrtng  4n  atauy  parts  of  the  State. 

Question.  Can  you  tell  now  the  namber  of  aotmtiai  where  yen  hare  beaid-of  ^aach 
ooeavMiMeaf 

Answer.  I  heard  of  this  instance  in  Greene  County,  and  I  heard  of  that  eaeo  over  la 
the  neighborhood  of  Paytona,  I  think  it  was ;  wiMtber  they  were  dttgaited  or  aeit  Pdo 
not  recoUeot* 

QuesHon.  Do  you  mean  to  say  it  baa  not  been  wall  andenteod  thvovgfa  tilo  pvblic 
preaa,  and  in  every  way  that  weald  gkir^  the  pabttamiefa]  Inlbnaadon,  that  bands  of 
diafipaised  men  have  appeared  in  various  esetiono  of  yaor  State,  and  in  a  gieat  many 
places  f 

Answer.  I  have  an  indistinet  reec^leotion  that  I  have  seen  in  newspapers  that^men  of 
this  sort  have  appeared  in  certain  places  in  N<Mrth  Alabama;  bat  I  d# not  think  I  have 
ever  heard  of  any  fai  what  wo  eaU  South  Alabaata ;  if  I  have,  I  do  net  receUeet  it. 

QuesiUm.  Has  there  been  any  talk  al>out  such  an  Institirtiea  as  the  Ku*Klaxf 

Answer.  There  has  been  talk  about  the  instltatisii  «f  K«-Klnx  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years;  but  there  has-besn  so  mash  talk  abovt  them,  and  nobody  eauld  evwr  ^z 
them  or  spot  them,  that  it  got  to  make  the  saoio  iaapfassioa  apan  my  anad  that  the 
old  cry  of  w«lf  did  in  the  ntble. 

Question,  So  much  was  said  you  did  not  beUovoaay  of  itt 

Answer.  Yes,- Mr;  there  was  no  reoatt. 

Question.  Y<m  heard  of  psraoas  being  killed  f 

Answer.  I  heard  of  Boyd,  and  of  the  case  over  there  in  Paytona;  those- were  all  the 

Qw^tim.  Have  yon  ^sard  of  msn  haing  takan  oat  of  tiicir  hcnses  by  tftiese  bands  of 
disffuised  men  and  whipped  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  men  bein«r  whipped  socasionally. 

QmostUm.  Have  yon  not  heard  of  ta^Mog  wWpped  by  disgaised  menf 

Anewer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have. 

QuesMon.  You  never  heard  of  it?  ' 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  men  being  whipped,  but  I  do  not  iMollest  whether  it  was 
by  disguised  men. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  have  aot' heard  af  men,  and  of  a  great  many 
man,  especiaUy  eolosed  men,,  being- taken  ant  and  whipped  li^dlsgateed  men.  Has  not 
tliat  been  current  in  the  newspapers  f 

Answer.  There  may  have  been  an  oecasfonal' report  of  thatsovt,  bat  I  do  not  think 
they  have  been  very  nametons. 

Queotion,  WeU,  do  you  brieve,  ftom  all  yon  have  read  a^d  heard  about  it,  t-hat  ^ere 
have  been,  in  parts  of  your  State,  bands  of  men  who  weata^out  at  night  in  ^Sgnlsef 

Aneurer.  I  believe  this— tliat  men  teve  Joined  thenorives  together  Ibr  tho  purpose  of 
doing  some  special  piece  of  violence  in  some  particular  parts  of  the  State;  I  have  no 
doubt  but  what  that  thing  lias  occurred.   ^ 

Question.  Do  yon  not  think  there  have  been  a  g^reat  manyinstaaees  of  that  sortf 

Ajiswer.  Well,  sir,  I  canaotaay  abont  tlMt. 
•   Question.  I  am  not  askiug  about  a  general  concerted  action  throughout  the  State. 

Anstcer.  I  have  heard  of  things  of  thntssrtdn  various  parts  of  tm  Stale;  nunepar- 
ticnlarly  in  North  Alabama  than  anywhere  alss. 

Question.  Is  that  rather  a  modem  thing  in  your  State,  or  ha^  yon  always  had  such 
t4)ing8r 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  that  in  old  titass,  when  negroes  w«re  sSoMtimes 
whipped  by  people  who  were  not  authorised  to  whip  theoi  -^— - 
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Question,  Did  joa  ever  hear  of  its  being  done  by  men  in  snch  laige  n«mbei%  tad  in 
disffuiBet 

Answ^,  No,  sir;  I  never  beard  of  anything  of  that  aoit  being  done  by  omq  in  dis- 
gaiae  before  the  war. 

Question,  How  do  you  account  for  its  appeanuioe  and  its  oeaaeeiion  wltbia  tbe  lut 
two  or  three  years? 

Answer.  I  ^ooount  for  it  in  this  way :  bad  men  got  inio  partionlar  localities,  and  ^ 
law  was  not  adequate  ta  get  nd  of  them,  aad  men  chose  to  take  the  laws  into  their 
own  hands. 

Question.  What  class  of  persons  have  been  the  objects  of  Tiokiioe  l^  these  bands,  either 
killings  or  whippings;  what  classes  of  men  have  those  acts  been  committed  iq^ff 

Answer.  1  have  heai^  of  soom  negroes  being  whipped;  I  think  I  have  heard  q£  some 
white  men,  though  I  do  not  have  any  distinct  reeoUeotion  of  themu 

Question.  Have  those  acts  generally  been  confined  to  man  of  <me  partionlar  partj, 
wheth^  white  or  oolorod  f 

Answer,  My  reooUeetion  is  that  the  ne  wspapeis  generally  say  that  they  are  repa  Weans. 

i^uesti&n.  8a  far  as  yon  have  heard  about  these  acts,  do  they  not  seem  to  be  devoted 
entirely  to  members  of  the  republican  party  t 

Answer.  1  think  I  have  heard  of  some  democrats  being  treated  in  the  aame  way. 

Question.  Whot 

Answer,  I  do  not  recoUect  any  of  their  naAies. 

QMsUon.  Do  you  feel  pretty  oonfident  of  tl^tt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  feel  pretty  confident  that  some  democrats  have  been  treated  is 
the  sa«e  way« 

Question.  Give  os  an  instance  of  that  sort. 

Anstcer^  1  cannot  give  you  an  instance,  for  it  is  an  indistinct  recoUectioii. 

Qn0Bti0n.  Are  you  pretty  oonfident  in  that  belief? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  pretty  confident  in  the  belief  that  I  have  heaid  of  lUngs  of 
that  sort ;  and  I  am  ^»tty  ooimdent  in  the  belief  that  I  have  heard  of  negroes  being 
taken  out  and  whipped  by  nesroee. 

Question.  We  would  be  glad  to  have  you  state  some  instaaoes  where  a  democrat  has 
been  served  in  that  way. 

Anower.  If  I  could  reeolleet  it,  I  would  tell  it  with  a  gxeat  deal  of  pleasure. 

Question,  I  have  no  doubt  of  that. 

Answer.  But  I  do  not  recollect  the  name  of  any  of  them. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  that  has  been  as  common  as  the  othert 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  hardly  think  it  has. 

Question.  You  know,  nothing  about  the  existence  of  any  such  organisation  T 

Answer.  Not  a  thing:  no  more  than  you  do. 

QuesUon.  Do  you  l^loug  to  anv  pohtical  organisation  yourself,  other  than  being  a 
member  of  the  democratic  party  7    I  suppose  you  do  belong  to  the  democratic  party? 

Answer.  1  am  a  democrat. 

Question.  Do  you  belong  to  any  inside  association  of  the  democratic  party? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  of  any  sort,  shape,  or  fiMhiioB.  I  nevar  belmiged  to  say  secret 
society  in  my  life^  except  a  college  society  at  Princeton. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  jaeh  soeiety  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  mean  by  that  that  I  do  not  belong  to  any  club  that  is  not  as  pub- 
lic as  the  party  itsel£ 

Question.  Do  you  belong  to  any  club  or  society  ? 

Answer.  No  society ;  but  at  every  election  we  met  together  as  a  party  to  oi^gsoise. 

Question.  As  a  caucus,  ^^.? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  everything  is  public. 

QuestUmk  And  you  do  not  Imong  to  any  society  having  a  constitutioQ  and  offleers.  or 
anything  of  that  sort? 

Answer.  Just  the  sort  of  societies  to  which  I  referred  just  now.  For  inatanoa,  there 
are  different  wards  in  the  city,  and  there  will  be  a  ward  ^nb,  toad  tbet^  may  be  s 
premdent  and  secretary  of  Ihe  •club ;  but  tiiey  are  ehibs  simply  fi»r  the  pdrpase  ot  pro- 
viding lot  political  meetings. 

Question.  JA  there  such  a  thing  as  membership  to  it  ? 

Answer.  YeSySir. 

Question.  Is  there  any  constitution  about  it  ? 

Answer.  No  constitution. 

Question.  Is  there  some  way  of  distinguishing  mcnbeishipf 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  have  such  a  thing  as  membership  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nothing  at  all  of  that  sort 

Question.  Merely  ward  meetings? 

Answer.  That  is  all ;  nothing  else. 

Questiem.  Or  a  demoetatie  eauons  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  aU. 
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QnesHon,  Well,  we  have  as  bad  as  that  in  my  town.  Hav«  yoa  urer  heard  of  any- 
body being  amsted,  proeeonted,  and  ponished  for  any  of  theae  marauding  of^MiseB  f 

AMtwer.  I  have  heard  of  seveiml  men  being  bvaoght  dvwn  to  Montgomery,  Mid  bdng 
tried  before  the  United  States  commissioner  there  lor  alleged  offenses  of  that  sort. 

QtmtUm.  Where  £romt 

Answer.  My  recoUection  is  that,  perhaps,  some  came  from  Coosa  County,  or  Blmore 
Coonty-^I  do  not  reoolleot  whieh. 

Question,  How  many  cases  of  that  sort  do  yoa  know  of  in  the  United  States  court, 
do  YOU  think  t  . 

Anwm',  I  think  I  heard  there  was  one  indictment  is  the  United  States  coort  of  that 
sort  againet  a  party,  found  ait  the  last  teem  of  the  oowrt. 

QiuwUolL  Do  yoa  know  where  the  oflEeuBe  was  ooBunitted  f . 

Answer,  Either  in  Elmore  or  Coosa  County,  or^  perhaps,  Tallapoosa— I  do  not  recol- 
lect which  county — ^but  one  of  those  three  ooanties. 

Question,  Can  you  give  ns  any  idea  of  the  number  of  teses  yoa  baye  known  of  airests. 
where  there  have  been  hearings  before  the  United  States  commissioner,  of  such  otfenses  T 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  two  or  three  cases  brought  before  the  United  States  oommis- 
8ioner4uring  the  last  two  or  three  months,  and  I  li«ve  understood  aleo  that  they  were 
aH  diflohaiged. 

Question,  Have  you  known  of  any  conviction  of  anybody  for  this  clasS^of  stfenses. 

Ansioer,  No^  sir :  these  never  has  been  in  my  eountyf 

Qu^Hon.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  all,  or  at  least  a  very  laige  proportion 
of  this  kind  of  offenses,  have  been  agmnst  memben  of  the  lepublioan  party  t 

Answer,  I  suppose  they  made  themselves  very  obnoxious  as  individuals  by  seme  acts. 

QuesHom,  Ton  think  it  is  beoaase  they  had  bad  people  in  tiiat  party  t 

Ans*oer,  Well,  I  do  not  know ;  those  men  happened  to  be  bad,  or  tiiey  might  not  have 
been  bad,  I  caonot  tell  anything  about  that ;  I  sai^MMO  the  people  who  oommitted  the 
violence  upon  them  supposed  l£em  to  be  so. 

Question,  That  is,  they  are  bad  people  cleaning  out  bad  people  t 

Answer,  Yes ;  I  think  it  very  likely  it  was  mi^d  up  a  great  deal  in  that  way. 

Quesiian,  You  do  not  suppose  that  the  people  who  band  together  to  do  these  things 
are  of  the  first  order  of  your  population  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  that  is  at  all  the  best  evidence  of  their  being  so. 

Question,  So  far  as  you  know,  according  to  your  Judgment  and  belief  are  tkey  repub- 
licans t 

Anssoer,  The  people  who  eoaimit  this  violenee  t 

Question,  Yes,  the  people  who  band  themselves  together  in  this  way  t 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  one  or  two  instances  where  they  were. 

Question.  Is  it  so  generally  t 

Answer,  No ;  I  do  not  think  they  ase  generally  repnblieans,  nor  do  I  know  that  they 
are  democrats. 

Question,  According  to  your  idea,  they  devote  themselves  to  the  evil  men  in  the  repub- 
lican party! 

Answer,  To  the  men  they  suppose  to  be  evil  men. 

Qtiestion,  A  word  or  two  now  about  your  election  laws.  Yoor  law  rcqnives  that  every 
man  shall  be  registered  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  vetef 

Anssomr,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Does  every  mMi,  when  he  registers,  have  to  take  an  oatii,  in  which  he 
swears  to  his  legal  qualifications  as  a  voter  f 

Answer,  Yes,  mn  I  think  that  is  the  law. 

Question,  He  has  to  swear  to  certain  facts  in  reference  to  his  age,  residence,  &o., 
which,  if  true,  make  him  a  legal  voter? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  -• 

Question,  Is  he  liable  under  your  law  to  be  punished  for  peijnry  if  he  swears  fiUsely 
in  taking  that  oath  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  presome  he  is. 

Question.  Is  it  the  same  panishmeirt  that  is  prescribed  for  peijory  in  other  cases  f 

Answer,  The  punishment  is  fixed  by  law ;  I  do  not  recollect  what  it  is,  but  I  think  it 
is  made  a  felony. 

Question,  You  do  not  make  any  oomplahit  but  what  the  punishment  provided  by  the 
Iaw  is  adequate  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Question,  If  a  man  registers  ill^ally-i-^i^es  a  Mse  oath  in  doiag  so— he  is  liable  to 
indictment  for  petjuryT 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  there  is  nothing  in  the  law  to  prevent  a' man  ftom  voting  forty 
times  t 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  there  is.  There  was  a  law  in  the  code  to  ptmish  illegal  volang, 
tavkt  that  was  repealed  by  tibie  general  election  law  of  1868;  that  latr  repealed  all  ^ec- 
tiion  laws  in  existence  prior  to  that  time. 
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Qutsikm.  Did  thai  law  repeal  your  peaal  code  t 

Amwer,  My  reeirileotum  is,  that  thepaniehmont  lor  ittegal  Totiag  waa  in  tbe  eode 
under  tbe  kead  of  geaenil  eieotion  laww. 

QmnHon,  Ha^e  you  exanuDed  tbat ;  «re7««.flareakoQttlMitt 

Answer,  I  think  I  did  look  at  it  once ;  I  have  not  done  so  very  leeently,  Imt  tiiat  ia  my 
recoUcctiMm  of  it. 

QuesUon.  Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  there  is  now  no  law  in  yoor  State  that  will  pan- 
iah  a  man  for  Totinff  twioe  at  tbe  .same  eleotioe  f 

Answer,  That  is  the  conclusion  to  which  the  bar  have  come  npon  that  ■■meot.  The 
lawyere  at  Selma  examinad  that  matter;  li^uakwehadaliatof  tbanaaiesof  fifiliy  or 
sixty  illegal  voters  that  were  talBeadown  thcce  with  the  oijgeQt  of  having  then  indicted. 

QuesHtm,  If  yon  ever  get  that  ease  in  oeurt,  I  think  yoa  will  find  your  lawyers  very 
mimi  laistakeB. 

Answer,  May  be  so :  but  that  is  their  e^Nnion  now. 

QwtsUon,  You  say  tiiat  a  mad  Is  liable  to  be  indieted  for  ehaUenging  any  HMUi  who 
offecs  to  vote  f 

Atmwer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  your  judgment  as  a  lawyer,  tbat  if  a  man  ahonld  oimlleoge  mme/tber 
who  really  was  not  entitled  to  vote,  if  that  other  man  had,  by  taking  a  faim  oaih^  pro- 
cured hbnself  to  be  registered,  do  you  believe  that  when  he  offered  to  vote,  if  a  samn 
should  object  to  his  voting,  should  nhaHonge  his  veto,  that  man  who  that  ehallaag<f<^ 
woold  be' liable  to^  punishment  f 

Answer.  Well,  fiir,  ns  that  law  etmmda  open  tbo  •tetate4KK>k,  I  ahould  disiike  Tcay 
much  toriek  it ;  it  is  a  very  ein^plar  law. 

QuestUm.  Do  yon  believe  that  if  a  man  who  is  entitled  to  votew  a  legal  voter,^ivp- 
eriv  registered,  and  one  who  faas  voted  once  at  an  election, -shmild  aS&  to  vote  again 
At  the  same  election,  and  a  man  ahonld  oh^t  to  his  voting  beeause  he  bad  aiieady 
voted  once,  do  you  believe  that  man  would  be  liable  to  iodiotaiant  for  ehajjlenging 
him? 

Answer.  I  shonld  object  vtsry  oMich  to  neddng  it  myaelf. 

QnesUon.  I  ask  your  opinion  as  a  lawyer,  if  tbat  is  the  law  in  Alabama. 

Answer.  My  opinion  upon  it  is  that  the  constraotion  of  the  law  is  exceedingly  doabt- 
fu).  The  best  opinion  to  whidi  I  can  come  npon  reading  that  law  is  that  he  would 
l>e  liable  to  indictment. 

Question.  For  objecting  to  a  man's  voting  the  second  time  at  the  same  election  f 

Answer.  Yos,  sir ;  I  think  the  object  of  the  law  whs  to  prevent  any  challem^itog  at 
all,  and  that  has  been  the  way  in  which  it  has  been  observed  in  tiie  State  of  Alabttna. 

By  Mr.  Bijor  : 
Q»te$lim.  And  it  was  intended  to  fitcilitate  fraud  t 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  The  whole  thing  has  arisen  out  of  the  misconstmotion  of  your  law.  Here 
are  your  acts  of  1868 ;  will  you  now  tarn  to  that  portion  of  the  act  which  yoa  aay 
repealed  your  old  election  law  f 

Answei\  Section  34  of  tbe  act  of  1868  provides : 

<^  That  there  shall  be  no  challenging  of  electors  offering  to  vote  at  any  election  betoafter 
held  in  this  State,  and  any  registerea  voter  offering  to  vote  -at  any  electioa  in  tlua  State 
shall  be  allowed  to  do  so  without  question,  challenge,  or  objectioa  by  aii^  person ;  and 
any  person  who  questions,  challenges,  or  objects^  or  who  mnlawfully  hinders  or  dsla^ 
any  person  offering  to  vote,  shidl  m  guilty  of  a  misdemeaBor,'and  on  conviction  ahhU 
be  fined  five  hundred  dollars,  and  on  failure  to  pay  tho  same  shall  be  imprisoaod  in 
the  county  jail  for  six  months." 

OiMstfea.  Do  yoa  not  think  it  woald  be  necessaryi  in  older  to  make  a  valid  indictment 
under  that  statute,  to  allege  that  the  person  who  was  challenged  waa  a  qnaltfied  voter  f 

Answer.  It  says :  *'  There  shall  be  no  challenging  of  elootMS  offering  to  vote  at  any 
election  hecenfter  held  in  this  State,  and  any  r^tasterod  voter  offwing  to  vote  at  any 
election  in  this  State  shall  be  allowed  to  do  so  wiwont  aoestion,  chaUeago,  or  otQoction 
by  any  person."  According  to  my  construction  of  this  law,  it  prohibits  any  chatteage 
at  elections  at  all,  that  is,  of  any  man  who  offem  to  vote,  for  it  provides,  ''Any  penon 
who  questions,  cballbnges,  or  objects,  of  who  unlawfully  hinders  or  delays  any  paiion 
offering  to  vote,  shall  l^  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor^"  In  that  part  of  the  aectioa  it  is 
not  coi^ned  to  registered  electors,  oi  anything  of  the  sort,  bat  to  ^^any  parson." 

Question,  Do  you  not  believe  that  in  order  to  make  a  good  iadiotinent  aader  that 
statute  it  would  be  necessary  to  allege  that  the  person  challenged  was  a  person  qaali- 
fied  by  law  to  be  an  elector  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  that  is  my  construction  of  the  law. 
I  should  be  very  much  afiraid  to  risk  it  with  our  eourta. 

QuesUon,  1  am  going  npon  the  theory  that  yon  have  couits  that  will  administer  the 
law  as  it  is,  and  give  correct  and  reasonable  expocitioiM  of  yoor  atatotea 


ALABAMA.  369 

• 

An»xi>er.  It  is  possible  that  if  the  law  oonld  be  administered  in  its  real  spirit  your 
constrnction  of  it  might  possibly  be  correct.  Bat  that  is  not  the  oonstmotion  which 
has  been  placed  npon  it  m  the  State,  and  I  do  not  beliere  that  is  the  constroction 
which  would  be  placed  npon  it  in  the  courts. 

Question,  And  the  opiDion  of  the  profession  in  your  State  is  that  that  act  has  repealed 
all  the  penal  provisions  in  your  code  in  regard  to  double  voting,  illegal  voting,  at  your 
elections,  &c.  t 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  I  think  you  will  find  the  section  to  which  yon  refer  in  the  general 
election  law  of  the  State,  and  not  in  the  penal  code.  Yon  will  find  no  prohibition  in 
the  penal  code,  properly  speaking,  of  illegal  voting.  •-  That  offense  is  under  the  election 
law  of  the  State,  and  we  understond  that  whole  artide  to  be  repealed  by  the  law  of 
1868. 

QuesHan,  There  is  a  seotioA  repealing  the  provisions  of  the  election  laws,  but  I  think 
it  is  very  clear  that  it  repeals  only  the  provisioos  about  carrying  on  elections,  not  the 
penal  part. 

Anatver.  We  understand  it  to  repeal  all  previous  laws. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

QhmKoii*  Have  there  been  any  prosecutions  for  fraudulent  voting  or  for  challenging 
of  voters? 

Amnoer,  1  am  not  certain ;  I  have  the  impression  in  my  mind,  but  I  do  not  know  that 
it  is  suMciently  an  impression  to  be  of  any  weight,  that  there  was  an  indictment  in 
Sefana  for  iUegu  voting;  and  that  the  party  was  acquitted  upon  that  statute.  It  is 
p<>ssible  it  mignt  have  been  that  they  merely  intended  to  do  it,  and  upon  an  examina- 
tion of  the  law  they  found  it  would  be  useless  to  attempt  it.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say  whioh  of  those  things  are  true.  But  I  know  that  in  Selma  a  considerable  number 
of  names  were  taken  down  with  that  object;  Judge  Bird,  formerly  upon  the  supreme 
bench  of  the  State,  told  me  of  it,  and  said  that  he,  with  many  others  in  Selma,  had 
examined  the  law,  and  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  an  indictment  would  not  lie ; 
and  a  number  of  lawyers  in  Montgomery  had  examined  it  also,  and  that  is  the  conclu- 
sion to  which  they  came. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  The  house  of  your  legislature  is  democratic? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Has  that  legislature  held  a  session  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnestion.  Have  they  undertaken  to  remedy  the  difficulty  in  your  election  law  t 

Ansxcer.  I  do  not  know  whether  any  bill  was  introduced  or  not.  I  know  that  there 
was  a  discussion  as  to  whether  it  would  be  of  any  use  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  legis- 
lature by  presenting  a  bill  of  this  sort,  and  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would 
be  nseless,  for  the  senate  was  largely  republican  and  would  not  repeal  the  law. 

Question.  Would  it  not  have  b^n  a  pretty  good  piece  of  political  strategy  for  any 
man  to  introduce  such  a  bill? 

Answer.  It  might  have  been,  but  they  did  not  do  it. 

Question.  Because  the  senate  would  not  pass  it  t 

Ansuw.  The  house  itself  did  not  pass  any  bill.  I  do  not  think  they  introduced  a  bill 
at  all ;  they  thought  they  had  better  wait  until  they. could  get  a  democratic  senate, 
uud  then  they  conld  alter  the  law. 

Question.  K  the  law  is  as  loose  as  you  think  it  is,  the  other  side  could  have  the  same 
advantage  under  it,  if  they  were  wicked  enough  to  take  it? 

Answer.  They  possibly  might  do  it,  if  they  had  possession  of  the  election  precincts 
and  boxes. 

Question,  How  does  that  make  any  difference  ?  If  every  man,  by  your  law,  is  entitled 
to  vote  as  many  times  as  he  pleases,  and  nobody  can  object  to  it,  now  does  that  make 
any  difference  ? 

Answer.  Illegal  voting  is  chiefly  confined  to  negroes.  I  do  not  know  of  any  white 
people  who  atSranpted  to  vote  illegally  in  Alabama. 

Question,  Do  you  know  any  negro  who  attempted  to  vote  more  than  once  at  an 
election  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  know  them,  but  I  have  heard  of  them. 

Question.  If  the  law  is  so  loose  as  to  allow  a  colored  man  to  vote  twice  at  the  SJime 
election,  without  any  punishment,  it  would  equally  allow  a  white'  man  to  vote  twice 
if  he  made  the  same  attempt  ? 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  Is  there  not  a  special  punishment,  beyond  the  usual  punishment  for  pcijury, 
provided  for  the  it^ase  of  a  man  who  registers  illegaUy  ? 

Answer,  I  really  do  not  reoolliBct  what  the  punishment  fixed  by  the  statute  is ;  I 
think,  though,  the  punishment  is  fixed  by  the  statute. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  penitentiary  offense  ? 

24 
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Answer,  YeS)  sir ;  peijnry  is  nsnally  a  x>diiiteiit]ary  oflfense ;  it  is  made  a^eloDy,  and 
all  felonies  are  punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiaiy,  or,  if  a  nMiwIar,  by 
liaogin^. 

(^iestum.  Can  a  man  be  an  elector  in  Alabama  nntil  he  registenf 

Anmoer.  Not  legally. 

Questi&n,  The  electors,  then,  are  the  registered  voters  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  properly  speaking  they  are  all  registered. 

QueatUm,  Your  law  says,  *'  There  shall  be  no  challenging  of  eleotoisf 

Answer.  It  says  that  in  one  part. 

QnesHon.  I  will  come  to  the  other  part  presently.  It  is  the  '<  chaUenging  of  ekidew" 
which  is  made  indictable  by  that  law  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  one  part  says  so. 

Question.  Would  it  be  unlawful  to  challenge  a  man  who  is  not  an  elector  f 

Answer.  1  thinUt  would,  upon  my  construction  of  that  statute. 

QuestUm.  What  Is  that  second  part  you  spoke  of  that  made  it  indictable  tacdiallflnge 
a  man  who  is  not  an  elector ;  what  is  the  wording  of  it  t 

Answer.  It  is  as  follows :  "And  anyperson  who  (juestions,  challenges,  or  ol^eoto,  or 
who  unlawfnUy  hinders  or  delays.''    The  first  part  is,  '*  And  any  person  who  qi 


challeuffes,  or  objects  *  «  *  *  •  any  person  oaring  to  vote  shall  be  guilty  of  aniade- 

r?'    It  is  true  it  i" 


meanor/'  It  is  true  it  also  says,  **  Who  unlawfully  ninders  or  delays  any  person 
ing  to  vote,"  but  the  word  **  unlawfully''  applies  only  to  *^  hinders  or  delays,"  and  does 
not  apply  to  the  other  portion  of  the  sentence.  An  indictment  migfat  be  framed  on  cftch 
clause  of  that  section,  according  to  my  idea:  one  would  be  for  challenging  or  olirjeet- 
ing,  and  the  other  would  be  for  unlawfully  hindering  or  delaying. 

liuesUon.  You  do  not  think  the  connection  between 'that  and  the  '' electors^''  and 
'*  registered  voter,"  in  the  pcurt  of  the  sentence  immediately  preceding,  would  fa«Te  any- 
thing  to  do  with  the  construction  of  the  statute  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  think  it  would. 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  rule  in  construing  criminal  statutes,  first  to  coDStme  tbes 
strictly,  and  secondly  in  favor  of  the  defendant  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  do  not  think  the  first  part  of  that  second  clause  would  relate  back 
to  the  preceding  part  of  the  section  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  think  they  are  distinct  and  different  offenses  in  the  section,  and 
the  language  of  the  section  applies  to  them  in  their  different  parts ;  I  do  not  tldnk  the 
word  "  unlawfully  "  applies  at  all  to  "  any  person." 

Question.  If  there  is  any  doubt  in  the  wording  of  a  criminal  statute  as  to  what  it 
means,  do  not  your  courts  say  that  they  ore  obliged  to  construe  that  doubt  for  tbe 
benefit  of  the  defendant  t 

Answer.  If  there  is  any  real  doubt,  of  course  they  would  always  construe  the  law  in 
favor  of  life  and  liberty' ;  there  is  no  doubt  about  that ;  that  is  the  first  rule  of  law. 

Question.  Is  there  not  a  real  doubt  about  your  construction  of  this  statute  t 

Answer.  That  would  depend  entirely  upon  how  it  struck  different  minds ;  whzit  might 
be  a  doubt  in  my  mind  might  not  be  a  doubt  in  the  mind  of  somebody  else.  In  defend- 
ing a  party,  I  mii^ht  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  a  very  great  donbt,  and 
might  argue  it  before  the  judge  in  that  way ;  whereas  the  judge,  not  being  interested 
in  the  matter,  might  take  a  very  different  view  of  it. 

Question.  Are  ^ou  not  satisfied  that  the  law  was  not  intended  to  be  so  applied  f 

Answer.  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  was  intended  to  be  exactly  as  it  reads. 

Question.  You  have  some  doubt  about  it  yourself! 

Anstcer.  I  have  not  very  much  doubt  about  it. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  any  sensible  lawyer  would  doubt  as  to  the  correetneeB 
of  the  construction  which  you  place  upon  that  statute  t 

Answer.  I  have  seen  a  great  many  who  did  not  have  any  doubt  about  it,  and  ^ho 
came  to  precisely  that  conclusion,  and  some  very  good  lawyers,  too. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  The  practical  effect  is  that  men  dmre  not  challenge  any  one  offering  to  Tote 
in  Alabama  t 
Answer.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that  in  the  world ;  that  is  the  practical  «flReet  ef  it 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

QuestiUyn.  I  suppdhe  republicans  would  be  equally  a&aid  to  cJialkmge  ^sanoerals  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QuestMn.  But  up  to  this  time  the  majority  of  those  who  c<Nitiol  the  ^eotionabftve 
been  republicans  T    ^ 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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By  the  Chaibman,  (Hr.  Poland  :) 

QMSiiUm.  What  would  that  have  to  do  with  it  f 

Answer.  No  man  can  object  to  a  voter,  bat  the  judges  themselves  may  refuse  to  allow 
him  to  vote,  if  he  has  voted  in  three  or  four  precmcts  before. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Queaiion,  Is  not  the  chidleuge  of  a  judge  of  election  as  criminal  as  the  challenge  of 
anybody  else  t  Can  you  account  for  this  fact,  that  your  people  are  so  much  afraid  ot  this 
law,  which  creates  merely  a  misdemeanor,  and  they  violate  a  much  more  important  law 
aiipamst  ^ing  in  disguise ;  is  there  not  a  very  stringent  law  against  persons  going  about 
in  disguise  t 

AMtcer.  Very  stringent,  indeed. 

Quation,  Can  you  account  for  the  fact  that  they  are  so  much  more  afraid  of  a  misde- 
meanor in  the  one  case  than  they  are  of  the  penalty  in  the  other  T  ^ 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell;  they  may  trust  to  their  disguises  to  prevoft  their  being  found 
out;  I  most  assuredly  would  not  take  the  risk  in  any  case. 

(^iwstum.  You  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  people  of  Alabama  are  much  more  law- 
abiding  than  the  people  in  other  parts  of  the  country  T 

Answer.  I  suppose  they  are  about  the  same  as  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States.  I 
do  not  think  much  more  difference  would  be  found  if  the  statistics  could  be  got  at. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

QuesiUm.  Speaking  of  the  beginning  of  distrust  between  the  two  races  in  Alabama, 
you  say  it  commenced  after  the  organization  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  there,  did  you 
not  t 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  the  negroes  and  whites  in  perfect  accord  and  harmony  before  the  or 
ganization  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  f 

Ansioer.  I  think  they  were;  I  never  heard  of  any  trouble  between  them. 

Question,  pid  they  agree  politically  before  that  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  speak  politically  at  all. 

Question.  Well,  I  want  to  know  about  that. 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  the  negroes  had  any  politics  until  the  Freedmen^s  Bureau  was 
established  there. 

QuesUon.  Do  you  think  the  negroes  would  have  acted  with  the  democratic  party,  if 
the  Freedmen's  Bureau  had  not  been  established  there  f 

Answer.  I  think  they  would  have  acted  with  whatever  party  the  whites  acted  with ; 
my  own  idea  is  that  as  many  of  the  whites  in  1865  would  have  acted  with  the  republi- 
can party  as  with  the  democratic  party. 

i^estion.  Do  you  mean  to  say  t^at  the  establishment  of  the  Freedmeu's  Bureau  made 
virhite  people  turn  democrate  t 

Answer,  It  had  a  tendency  to  drive  them  off  from  the  republican  party,  and  for  the 
reason  that  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  was  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  means  of  that  party 
for  the  purpose  of  creating  distrust  between  the  negroes  and  the  white  people. 

Questkm.  Do  you  believe  that  t 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  the  m£^ority  of  the  white  people  in  Alabama  after  the  war 
intended  to  act  with  the  republican  party  t 

Answer.  I  believe  they  would  have  acted  with  whichever  party  would  have  given 
them  the  most  peace  ana  quiet. 

QuesOpn.  Do  you  suppose  they  believed  the  republican  party,  that  had  been  fighting 
tliem  during  the  war,  would  do  that  t 

Answer.  That  they  would  have  ascertained  by  experience. 

Qy^tion.  You  siwke  about  the  constitution  of  the  Loyal  League;  when  did  you  see 
tbatf 

Answer.  I  think  I  saw  it  during  the  last  canvass. 

Question.  Did  you  have  it  in  your  possession  t 

u!tn«tFer.  I  read  it. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  have  it  in  your  possession  f 

Answer.  Just  long  enough  to  read  it  t 

Question.  How  long  was  that  f 

Answer.  A  short  time. 

Question.  Was  it  d  day,  or  a  half  a  day,  or  an  hour,  or  half  an  hour  T 

Answer.  Not  over  an  hour. 

Question.  Where  was  it  t 

Answer.  In  my  office. 

Questian.  lii  Montgomery  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

^itesUon.  Yon  spoke  of  the  oath  and  certain  terrible  punishments  that  were  stated  in 
it,  if  a  member  voted  against  the  republican  party ;  did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  ttkiSk  I  said  anything  about  terrible  punishments. 
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Question.  What  was  it  yon  said  t 

Answer,  I  think  I  said  they  were  reqtiired  by  that  otAh  to  vote  for  tiie  candidatei 
nominated  by  the  league ;  and  that  I  had  heaid  that  it  was  told  to  these  negreep  if 
they  did  not  do  that,  something  terrible  would  happen  to  them.  I  did  not  say  that 
anything  of  that  sort  was  in  the  book  I  read. 

QuesHan.  In  relation  to  your  laws  in  connection  with  the  collection  of  debt«,  yoa  aaid 
that  if  a  man  was  worth  a  million  of  dollars  you  could  not  o(dlect  a  dollar  mmk  Mm. 
Is  it  possible  that  your  laws  are  so  arranged  that  you  cannot  collect  debts  in  Alababu 
from  men  who  have  plenty  of  property  f 

Answer,  I  did  not  say  that  in  reference  to  men  who  had  plenty  of  property. 

Ouesiion,  You  said  a  man  might  be  worth  a  million  of  dollars,  and  yoa  ooold  noC 
collect  a  dollar  from  him. 

Answer,  1  said  that  if  he  had  it  in  money  in  his  pocket,  unless  the  law  passed  at  tlw 
last  session  of  the^egislatnre  remedied  that  evil,  there  was  no  law  by  which  yoa  ooald 
get  it  out  of  his  pocket. 

Question,  Ton  did  not  ap]^ly  it  to  any  other  case  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  if  there  is  any  visible  property  that  the  sheriff  or  the  offioers  of  the 
law  can  get  at,  you  can  collect  your  money.  I  know  a  case  preciselv  in  point,  wfaers 
there  is  a  Judgment  against  a  man  for  fifteen  or  sixteen  thousand  dollars ;  he  dispoaed 
of  all  his  visible  property  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  payment  of  that  debt.  I 
presume  the  man  is  worth  to-daj  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Qtiestion,  Is  not  that  the  case  in  many  States  t 

Answer,  In  most  of  the  States,  and  it  was  so  in  our  State,  if  an  affidavit  of  tbe 
proper  kind  was  issued,  &ca,sa.  could  be  issued,  and  you  could  toke  his  body,  and  make 
him  exhibit  his  property. 

Question.  Ton  spoke  of  the  unjust  provisions  in  relation  to  taxation.  What  are  your 
provisions  in  regard  to  the  system  of  taxation  t 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  that  I  spoke  of  any  uigust  system  of  taxation.  I  only  spok^ 
as  to  the  difference  between  the  amount  of  taxation  now  and  what  we  used  to  pay. 

Question,  In  what  is  it  unjust  and  unequal  and  improper.  * 

Anstoer,  I  think  the  taxes  are  too  high. 

Question,  That  is  it  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  taxing  various  kinds  of  personal  property  not  formerly  taxed; 
is  it  improper  and  unjust  to  tax  those  articles  of  property  now  t 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not  think  it  is ;  I  do  not  object  to  that  at  all ;  I  only  speak  of 
the  amount  of  taxation. 

Question.  You  confine  your  distinction  to  the  amount  of  taxation  f 

Answer,  To  the  amount  of  it,  and  the  use  made  of  it  after  it  is  collected. 

Question,  Ton  spoke  of  a  law  requiring  the  judge  to  make  publication  of  the  espen- 
ditures,  and  you  said  that  you  never  had  seen  any  such  publication.  Do  yoa  kaow 
positively  whether  such  publications  are  or  are  not  made  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  they  are.  ' 

Question.  Have  you  examined  the  papers  of  the  various  counties  in  Alabama  with 
reference  to  thatf 

Ansicer,  I  only  spoke  in  reference  to  my  own  county. 

Question,  Have  vou  examined  all  the  papers  in  reference  to  your  own  county  t 

Answer.  1  have  been  a  pretty  careful  reader  of  the  papers  in  my  own  oountv. 

QuesHon,  Are  you  wilhng  to  swear  that  no  such  publication  has  been  made  in  yoor 
county  f  . 

Answer,  I  am  willing  to  swear  that  I  have  not  seen  it,  and  that  I  do  not  believe  it 
has  been  made. 

Question,  Has  the  Judge  been  proceeded  against  for  that  T 

Answer,  1  do  not  Know  that  he  has. 

Question.  You  stated  that  there  were  State  notes  in  circulation  as  money ;  how  many 
doUars  does  that  circulation  amount  to  f 

Answer.  I  said,  in  reference  to  the  question  of  State  debt,  that  there  was  a  large 
number  of  those  notes  issued.    No  objection  was  made  to  their  issuance  that  I  know. 

Question.  What  is  their  denomination  and  description  t 

Answer.  They  are  of  different  denominations. 

Question.  How  smaU  t 

Answer.  I  think  they  ore  as  low  as  one  dollar,  and  frt)m  that  up  to  a  hundred  dollars ; 
there  may  be  some  larger. 

Question.  Is  that  circulation  at  par  or  at  a  discount  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mont- 
(Comeryt 

Answer,  The^  and  in  the  surrounding  countrv  there,  it  passes  as  well  as  any  other 
money ;  off  at  a  distance  it  does  not  pass  so  well. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  one  hundred  miles  of  railroad  being  made :  what  railroad  i^ 
that? 

Answer.  I  said  that  I  had,  understood  that  about  one  hundred  miles  of  the  Cluitta- 
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• 
nooga  and  Alabama  Railroad  was  a  mere  temporary  affair,  and  wonld  not  in  this 
country  be  considered  a  railroad  at  aU. 
-  QiiesHon,  Did  you  ever  see  it  t 

An9W€r.  No.  sir. 

OttettUm,  All  yon  know  is  from  hearsay  and  rumor  f 

Answer,  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  so. 

Que^ion.  Have  you  ever  seen  Governor  Lindsay's  testimony  about  that  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  haye.  I  talked  with  Mr.  Pollard  about  it,  who  is 
the  president  of  a  railroad  in  that  country. 

Question,  Ton  spoke  about  temporary  organizations  for  special  purposes  of  these 
Ku-Kluz ;  how  do  these  temporary  organizations  act,  as  far  as  you  know  t 

Answer,  I  only  gave  my  opinion,  not  that  I  knew  anything  about  it ;  that  my  opinion 
was  that  they  were  organized  for  a  special  purpose,  to  carry  out  some  special  scheme 
of  the  men  who  made  uie  organization. 

QuesHon.  How  many  negroes  in  Alabama  were  in  favor  of  voting  the  democratic 
ticket ;  and  how  many  were  whipped  for  doing  so  t 

Answer,  I  cannot  sav  how  many  want^  to  do  it ;  I  heard  of  one  being  whipped ;  I  do 
not  know  that  I  heard  of  any  other. 

QutsUou,  Do  you  know  of  any  number  of  negroes  who  were  compelled  to  vote  the 
republican  ticket  in  Alabama  t 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question,  You  say  that  at  elections  the  election  officers  never  consulted  the  registers, 
but  just  allow  everybody  to  vote ;  how  do  you  know  that  T 

Answer,  I  have  seen  people  vote  there  and  keep  on  voting,  and  I  never  saw  anybody 
look  at  a  register. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  to  apply  that  to  the  whole  State  of  Alabama  t 

Answer,  Only  to  my  own  personal  observation. 

Question,  How  extensive  is  that  7 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  how  extensive  it  is. 

Question,  How  many  places  of  election,  and  how  many  elections  have  you  attended  T 

Answer.  All  the  elections  in  Montgomery  County. 

Question,  How  many  voting  places  in  Montgomery  County  f 

Answer,  Fourteen  art  least,  and  I  reckon  twenty. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  attend  more  than  your  own  place  of  voting  t 

Answer,  I  have  noticed  several  precincts  in  Montgomery ;  there  are  several  precincts 
in  the  city. 

Question,  You  said  an  election  was  held  there  away  from  the  precinct ;  what  did  you 
mean  by  that  t 

Answer,  The  commissioners'  court  designated  the  spot  where  the  election  is  to  be 
held  in  each  precinct ;  some  man's  house,  if  there  is  no  public  place.  I  said  that  in 
this  ease  the  election  was  really  held  three  miles  away  u:om  the  place  which  the  com- 
missioners' court  had  fixed. 

Question,  What  election  was  that,  and  where  was  it,  in  what  township,  or  what  city? 

Answer,  The  election  was  held,  as  I  am  informed,  at  what  is  known  as  Evans's  pre- 
cinct. 

Question,  Jn  what  county  T 

Answer,  In  Montgomery  County ;  Mr.  Evans  lived  about  three  miles  from  a  place 
known  as  Carter's  Hill :  I  am  inlbrmed  that  election  was  not  held  at  Evans's,  but  at 
Carter's  Hill. 

Question,  Did  the  regular  election  officers  attend  at  that  place  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  and  I  have  already  said  that  I  did  not  think  they  intended  to  do 
any  wrong. 

Question,  Was  that  election  contested  t 

Answer,  Objection  was  made  to  the  vote  being  counted. 

Question.  In  what  respect  was  that  election  iltegal  f 

Answer,  From  the  fact  that  it  was  not  held  at  uie  place  designated. 

QuesHon,  In  that  respeot  alone! 

Answer,  In  that  alone. 

Question,  You  say  that  the  democrats  have  a  considerable  minority  in  Alabama;  how 
do  yon  know  that  7 

Answer,  I  said  that  was  my  opinion. 

Question,  It  is  mere  opinion  T  > 

Answer,  It  is  my  opinion  from  my  general  knowledge  of  the  State. 

Question,  Are  there  more  whites  than  negroes  in  Alabama? 

Ansu^er.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon,  How  many  more  t 

Answer,  My  recollection  is  that  the  registration  shows  there  are  about  fifteen  or  six 
teen  thousand  more. 

Question.  Do  you  draw  the  party  line  between  the  whites  and  negroes  T 

Answer,  There  are  some  white  people  belonging  to  the  republican  party. 
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QuesUoii .  Abont  how  many  t 

Answer,  1  baye  said  that  I  thoocht  about  five  thousand  wonld  cover  all. 

Question,  Do  you  know  personally  whether  a  republican  can  make  a  speech  in  all 
the  counties  of  Alabama  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  say  personally,  because  I  have  not  been  in  all  the  counties. 

Question,  T>o  jou  not  know  it  to  be  the  fact  that  in  certain  counties  in  Alabama^  or 
in  certain  distncts  or  precincts,  not  one  colored  man  voted  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that. 

QuesJ^an,  Do  you  not  know  that  is  the  fact  down  in  the  southwestdm  pari  of  AIa- 
'bamat 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

QuetUon,  uo  you  not  know  that  there  are  thousands  of  negroes  in  the  8tat«  who 
have  never  voted! 

Answer.  If  it  is  so,  I  never  heard  of  it. 

QwsUon,  In  how  many  connties,  of  which  you  profess  to  have  knowled^  do  yon 
know  that  republicans  can  make  speeches  freely  f 

Answer,  I  did  not  say  they  make  speeches;  but  I  have  seen  accounts  of  their  making 
speeches  in  Barbour,  Bullock.  Montgomery,  Macon,  Elmore,  Coosa,  Lowndes,  Dallas, 
and  Fike.  and  I  have  heard  oi  their  making  them  in  various  other  counties ;  I  cannot 
recollect  them  all. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  they  have  been  interrupted  in  many  places? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  heard  of  any  interruption,  except  in  Greone 
Counly. 

QuesUon,  Did  you  ever  hear  a  republican  make  a  speech  f 

Answer,  I  have  been  near  enough  to  hear  their  voices,  but  not  to  distingoidi  what 
they  said. 

Ouestion.  Did  you  ever  inquire  particularly  into  the  £Etct  whether  republicans  could 
make  speeches  in  those  counties  or  not  f 

Answer,  I  have  made  no  particular  inquiry,  except  that  I  have  seen  synopses  of 
speeches  which  they  were  said  to  have  made ;  and  in  my  own  county  I  nave  heard 
them  make  the  speeches. 

Questicn,  You  said  something  about  promises  having  been  made  to  negroes,  of  forty 
acres  of  land  and  a  mule ;  were  those  promises  made  by  republicans  T 

Answer,  That  was  the  general  understanding. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  near  any  such  promises  made  T 

Answer,  I  have  never  heard  republicans  say  anything  about  it. 

Question*  Do  your  democrats  always  tell  the  truth  when  they  are  electioneering  T 

JhMwer.  1  think  it  very  doubtftil  if  all  of  them  do. 

Question,  Do  yon  think  that  anybody  is  ever  deceived  by  their  stories  t 

Answer.  1  think  it  very  likely  that  some  are. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  One  question  about  making  republican  speeches :  yon  think  persons  can 
make  republican  speeches  anywhere  in  your  State  without  being  disturbea  t 

Answer,  1  think  they  can. 

Question.  Do  you  thmk  that  in  any  county  in  Alabama,  a  northern  man,  if  he  should 
UO  down  there,  a  carpet-bagger,  as  yon  call  him,  could  make  a  speech,  and  insist  upon 
the  perfect  equality  of  right  between  the  n^^roes  and  the  whites,  ana  insist  that  ilie 
negro  had  every  constitutional  and  legal  and  civil  right  that  the  white  man  had,  and 
had  the  risht  to  assert  it ;  do  yon  thimc  he  could  make  a  speech  of  that  sort  in  atay 
plac&  in  Alabama  without  being  disturbed  1 

Answer.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  a  man  could  make  any  speech  of  that  sort ; 
somebody  might  halloo  out,  as  they  used  to  do  in  old  whig  and  democratic  times,  l»at 
there  would  be  no  violence. 

Question.  They  would  not  shoot  pistols  at  him  t 

Answer,  1  do  not  think  they  would ;  that  is  my  opinion. 


Washington,  D.  CyJuly  6, 1671. 
EDMUND  W.  PETTUS  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chatkman,  (Mr.  Poland.)    As  this  witness  has  been  summoned  by  the  minority 
of  the  committee,  he  will  be  first  examined  by  some  member  of  the  minority. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  t 
Answer.  I  reside  in  Selma,  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 
,  Questim.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  the  State  of  Alabama! 
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Answer,  *l  was  bom  in  Alabama,  and  have  lived  tbere  ever  since.  I  am  now  fifty 
years  old. 

Question,  Wbat  public  positions  bavc  you  beld  in  tbe  State  1 

A  nmoer,  1  -^as  solicitor  of  the  seventh  circi>it  for  ten  or  twelve  years,  and  I  was  a  judge 
of  tbe  same  circuit  for  four  years.    Those  are  the  only  civil  positions  I  ever  held. 

Qdeslion,  That  was  before  the  war '? 

Aiisiver,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  the  general  condition  of  afiairs  at  this  time  in  regard  to  the  security 
of  life  and  property  in  the  State,  especially  in  the  region  with  which  you  are  most 
familiar,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  law  is  enforced. 

Answer,  At  this  time  I  believe  the  law  is  reasonably  well  enforced  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,  and  that  life  and  property  axe  as  safe  there  as  they  have  ever  been  at  any 
time  within  my  knowledge. 

Qiieation,  Do  you  know  of  any  secret  organization  in  the  State,  political  or  otherwise, 
whose  purpose  or  practice  is  to  violate  the  law,  and  upheld  each  other  in  the  violatiou 
of  tho  law  ? 

Ansicer,  I  have  never  known  of  any  such  organization  myself.  Do  you  desire  I  should 
bpeak  of  what  I  know,  or  of  what  I  have  heaixl  f 

_  Question,  Give  us  any  information  thair  you  have  upon  which  you  place  reliance. 
You  can  speak  not  only  from  your  own  knowledge,  but  from  information  ux>on  which 
you  rely. 

Answer.  There  have  been  disorders  of  a  very  serious  character  in  Alabama.  After 
the  war  the  floating  bad  population  of  both  armies  to  some  extent  was  there,  and  there 
^vere  great  disorders ;  and  1  have  no  doubt,  from  information,  that  there  were  parties 
combined  together  to  commit  disorders.  Bat,  so  far  as  I  know  or  am  informed,  I  think 
they  were  local  organizations,  for  local  purposes,  and  very  bad  pui^poses.  There  is  also^ 
as  1  am  informed,  (and  I  have  no  doubt  of  it  from  information,)  a  political  organiza- 
tion of  the  colored  people  which  is  also  to  some  extent  engaged  in  the  same  sort  of 
purposes.  I  think,  however,  in  its  original  formation  it  was  designed  for  merely 
political  objects  and  has  been  perverted  by  ba<l  men  to  the  same  bad  purposes. 

Question.  Have  any  of  these  disturbances  occurred  in  your  immediate  neighborhood 
or  in  the  section  of  country  in  which  you  practice  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  live  near  tho  center  of  the  State ;  and  so  far  as  I  know  there  have 
been  no  violations  of  law  by  combinations  except  in  two  instances,  and  I  think  that 
they  were  the  result  of  immediate  excitement ;  that  they  did  not  probably  originate 
from  any  preconcerted  plan  except  an  arrangement  to  act  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion 
— a  combination  to  meet  the  emergency  when  it  arose.  There  were  two  such  occur- 
rences in  my  immediate  vicinity. 

QuesUon,  What  were  those  f 

Answer,  The  negroes  had  been  very  much  exasperated  by  the  killing  of  a  negro  po- 
liceman in  Selma  by  a  man  named  Wright,  and  also  by  the  killing  ol  a  man  named 
Frank  Diggs  on  the  Meridian  train — a  private  assassination.  This  man  Diggs  was  a 
black  man  who  had  something  to  do  with  the  mail ;  I  do  not  now  remember  his  con- 
nection with  it.  He  was  a  popular  man  with  tbe  white  people,  and  also  with  the 
negroes ;  he  was  a  well-behaved  man  and  a  man  of  good  character.  These  occuirences 
had  produced  very  great  excitement  among  the  negroes  in  the  neighborhood  where  I 
live,  and  they  manifest^  a  hostility  towara  any  one  who  should  in  any  way  commit 
jny  wrong  toward  any  one  of  their  race.  In  other  words,  they  were  combined  for  the 
purpose  ot  retaliation.  In  that  state  of  feeling  a  young  man  named  Baxley  and  a  colored 
man  named  Alfred  Granger,two  journeymen  brick-masons,  ^uarrele<l  and  fought  on  the 
streets  in  Selma — those  two  alone.  The  colored  man  was  killed.  Baxley  was  arrested 
by  the  officers  of  the  law  and  taken  in  the  direction  of  the  calaboose.  Just  before 
tney  got  to  the  calaboose  the  negroes  In  large  numbers  (I  suppose  there  were  some 
four  or  five  hundred  when  the^  first  seized  him)  took  hiw  a^ay  from  the  officers,  beat 
Lim  over  the  head,  dragged  him  up  and  down  the  public  streets  by  the  heels  and  cut 
his  throat,  and  stabbed  liim  in  several  places.  The  officera  of  the  law  did  their  best, 
8o  far  as  I  saw,  to  prevent  it,  without  force;  but  in  a  mob  of  that  kind  the  ordinary 
police  force  is  of  no  eflect.  We  finally  gathered  an  armed  force,  and  went  there.  I 
had  charge  of  it  myself.  When  they  saw  us  coming,  they  drew  off  a  short  distance, 
read^  for  a  fight  as  it  appeared ;  but  wo  were  merely  intending  to  protect  this  man's 
life  if  we  could.  There  was  a  gi*eat  deal  of  cursing  and  insult,  just  such  as  a  mob 
would  heap  on  a  party  of  men  coming,  as  they  considered,  in  hostility  to  them.^  But 
there  was  no  bloodshed.  We  got  between  them  and  the  house  where  they  had  finally 
carried  this  young  man. 

Question,  You  rescued  the  young  man  from  them  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that,  because  before  we  got  to  the  spot  the  violence  had  ceased, 
and  the  young  man  had  been  left  for  dead.  He  was  not  dead,  however,  and  ultimately, 
after  being  confined  in  jail  for  several  months,  he  recovered. 

Question.  Was  anything  done  to  punish  the  riotere  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  some  of  them  were  arrested,  and  I  think  two  of  them  have  been 
convicted — two  or  three,  I  do  not  recollect  which. 
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Question,  Wliat  was  the  other  case  of  violence  T 

Answer.  Well,  there  are  numbers  of  cases  of  individual  acts  of  violence;  I  was  onhr 
speaking  of  combinations;  you  asked  as  to  persons  combined  together  to  vitiate  tiw 
law.  The  other  case  was  one  iu  my  own  county.  I  know  nothing  of  it,  however,  per- 
sonally. My  knowledge  is  obtained  from  direct  information  firom  the  parties  who  saw 
it,  and  from  the  proce^ings  in  court. 

Queslhn,  You  have  information  upon  which  you  relyf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  no  doubt  about  the  correctness  of  the  information.  That 
was  a  case,  as  I  understand,  where  a  white  man  of  somewhat  trifline  charactetv  ibr 
some  reason  that  I  do  not  know,  whipped  a  negro  boy — caught  him  and  whipped  witii 
a  switch.  It  created  a  mob.  The  negroes  assembled  from  the  acljoimng  plajitatioBS, 
took  the  white  man  down  to  the  woods,  tied  him,  gave  him  three  or  four  handed 
hisbes  with  hickories  and  turned  him  loose.  Those  are  the  only  two  InatanoeA  in  ny 
immediate  section  in  which  I  have  known  or  heard  of  violence  being  committed  by 
combinations.     But  there  ha>se  been  numerous  acts  of  individual  wrong  there. 

Question,  Both  by  whites  and  blacks  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  |  by  both. 

Question.  By  whites  upon  blacks,  and  by  blacks  upon  whitest 

Ansicer,  Oh,  yes,  sir;  and  without  any  regard  to  polor.  They  all,  so  fiir  aa  I  now  re- 
member, were  mere  individnal  transactions. 

QuesiioH.  In  your  judgnient,  is  any  political  significance  to  be  attached  to  these 
breaches  of  the  peace  or  violations  of  the  law  t 

Answer,  So  far  as  they  relate  to  my  immediate  section,  I  do  not  believe  they  have 
any  political  significance  whatever,  either  as  to  the  acts  committed  by  black  men  or 
the  acts  committed  by  white  men,  except  that  there  is  an  antagonism  of  race  which 
has  been  the  cause,  as  I  think,  of  the  two  riots  of  which  I  have  spoken. 

Question,  And  this  antagonism  of  race  has  been  aggravated  by  the  measures  of  tlie 
Cbvemmentf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  aggravated  very  much  by  the  measures  of  the  Govenunent,  bat 
aggravated  much  more  by  the  character  of  tne  men  who  have  charge  of  oar  local  gov- 
ernment. 

Question.  The  State  and  county  officers  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  State,  if  yon  please,  the  character  of  these  x>er8ons  and  the  manner  in 
which  tbay  have  brought  about  this  condition  of  afiOairs. 

Anstcer,  As  to  the  cnaracter  of  the  persons  who  have  charge  there,  I  never  knew 
anything  of  them  prior  to  their  coming,  except  those  who  were  citizens  of  the  Stato. 
There  are  among  them  some  few  men  of  irreproachable  character,  so  far  as  honesty  is 
concerned.  Some  of  them,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  honest  men.  They  came  ther«%  how- 
ever, or  seemed  to  come,  with  the  idea  that  we  were  an  inferior  race  of  people,  ool  ti 
to  govern  ourselves ;  and  I  think  that  some  of  these  men  honestly  believe  we  are  must- 
to  be  trusted  in  any  matter  of  importance  to  the  Gk)vemment.  I  have  no  doabt  that 
that  is  their  opinion.  They  have  acted  on  it,  and  they  have  taught  the  negroes  (wbo 
are  for  the  most  part  men  of  little  information  )  to  think  the  same  thing  of  us.  They  have 
bred  suspicion  and  distrust.  They  have  taught  these  negroes  to  befieve  that  we  were 
their  worst  enemies :  that  we  would  put  them  back  into  slavery  if  we  had  a  chance  to 
do  so ;  that  we  would  defraud  them  of  their  rights,  civil  and  political,  as  weU  as  their 
individual  rights  of  property ;  would  swindle  them  in  business  transactiona  That 
has  been  the  general  chsffaoter  of  the  teachings  of  men  among  ns  (even  those  who  aie 
considered  men  of  honest  character)  who  have  come  down  there  as  political  misaiMt- 
aries,  I  might  say.  Added  to  those  there  are  a  number  of  very  vicious  men  who  have 
made  use  of  the  negro  population  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  position,  I  presame,  and 
making  money.  They  have  gathered  the  negroes  together  in  large  numbers  privately  in 
the  uight-time,  and  have  talked  to  them  in  such  a  way  as  to  create  this  kind  of  distcost. 
Tben  there  are  very  bad  men  among  our  own  people  who  have  joined  in  tiiat  thing. 
In  addition  to  that  there  are  very  bad  men  acting  with  the  white  people  there,  who 
have  given  cause  for  that  kind  of  sentiment  towards  the  people  genendly ;  1  metii 
given  a  handle  on  which  to  build  that  kind  of  an  accusation. 

Question.  But,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  these  bad  men,  the  public  opinion  Df 
the  State,  as  I  understand  yon  to  say,  has  preserved  a  very  fair  condition  of  affiiin 
there! 

Answer.  There  were  great  disorders  there  just  after  the  war,  and  for  some  time 
there  was  not  an  orderly  condition  of  society  there.  But  for  the  last  two  or  three 
years  society  has  been  as  orderly  there  as  I  have  ever  known  it,  with  the  excepttoii  of 
some  terrible  outrages  committed,  as  it  appeared,  by  organized  bands  of  men — orgas- 
izcd,  as  I  think,  in  local  places— extending  sometimes  over  a  county.  That  ameared 
to  be  the  condition  of  things,  so  far  as  I  could  learn  it.  With  those  exceptions  I  tfasok 
tbat  durinff  the  last  two  or  three  years  the  law  has  been  administered  in  Alabama  aa 
well  as  it  has  ever  been,  I  meau  so  far  as  regards  the  observance  of  peace  and  the 
l^reservation  of  property.    I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  law  has  been  well  admiais- 
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iearedf  except  in  that  sense.  I  would  not  have  the  committee  nndentand  me  to  say 
that  the  government  had  been  condaoted  with  that  kind  of  propriety  with  whiohmost 
men  think* governments  ought  to  be  conducted. 

QwtU&n,  Do  yon  refer  to  your  State  government  t 

Answer,  I  am  speaking  now  entirely  of  the  State  government;  I  have  no  reference  to 
the  General  Government  at  all.  I  believe  that  person  and  property  are  as  safe  in  Ala- 
bama now  as  they  have  ever  been. 

Question.  Was  there  a  sense  of  injury  and  resentment  felt  among  the  people  of  your 
0tiMte  with  reference  to  the  act  of  Congress  by  which  the  present  constitution  was  de- 
chured  the  constitution  of  your  State,  and  ofScers  inaugurated  under  it  after  its  defeat 
hy  the  people,  under  the  law  prescribed  by  Congress  t 

Amwer,  The  chief  cause  of  irritation  in  the  State  of  Alabama  has  not  beenthat-al<me. 
l^e  chief  cause  of  irritation  there  is  the  p»rinciple  which  has  run  through  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  Government  since  the  termination  of  the  war,  by  which  it  is  asserted  or 
claimed  that  we  are  an  inienor,  degraded  people,  and  not  fit  to  be  trusted.  When 
Congress  had  that  convention  call^  which  formed  the  present  constitution  of  tho 
State  of  Alabama^jthere  was  no  special  opposition,  so  far  as  I  saw,  to  the  holding  of 
the  convention.  The  convention,  when  held,  adopted  some  i>rovisions  which  were 
very  odious  to  our  people,  and  they  were  very  much  opposed  to  its  adoption  as  a  whole. 
They  relied  on  the  good  faith  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  execute  the 
law  as  it  had  been  made ;  and  they  concluded  that  the  best  plan  for  them  to  get  rid  of 
that  constitution  was  to  stay  away  from  the  polls.  In  that  way  every  man  who  did  not 
vote  would  be  coimted  on  our  side.  By  a  deuberate  calculation  we  concluded  that  that 
was  the  beet  plan.  We  relied  on  the  good  faith  of  the  Government  to  carry  out  tho 
law  as  it  had  made  it,  and  expected  that  another  oonvention  would  be  called  to  make  an- 
other constitution,  in  which  we  hoped  these  obnoxious  provisions  would  be  left  out. 
Tlie  adoption  of  that  constitution  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  was  considered 
by  us  (I  mean  the  people  generally,  outside  of  the  colored  people  and  the  men  who  con- 
trolled them)  a  breach  of  £Euth  in  the  first  place,  and  an  act  of  tyranny  in  the  second. 

^uesUan.  The  white  people  of  Alabama  made  no  effort  to  elect  officers  xmder  that 
constitution  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  We  a^peed  to  abstain  from  voting:,  and  also  to  abstain  from  the 
election  of  any  officers,  with  the  hope  that  the  constitution  would  be  defeated  and 
that  tiiereby  we  would  get  rid  of  the  obnoxious  provisions  in  the  constitution ;  tiiat 
Congress  would  simply  order  another  constitdtion  to  be  made  by  another  convention. 
That  was  our  anticipation  j  and  we  relied  on  the  act  of  Congress  itself. 

QuesUoiu  Your  constitution  was  formed  by  delegates,  many  of  whom,  as  I  understand, 
were  not  citizens  of  your  State  t 

Answer,  That  is  my  information ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  true.  The  delegates  to 
that  convention  embraced  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  officers  of  the  Freed- 
men's  Bureau,  and  many  i>er8ons  who  were  not  citizens  of  the  State,  or  had  only  be- 
come such  within  a  few  days.  The  order  under  which  the  election  was  held  prevented 
a  large  class  of  tb»  people  of  Alabama  from  voting.  The  election  was  held  under  a 
militory  order. 

Question,  In  pursuance  of  the  reconstruction  acts  t 

Anstoer,  In  pursuance  of  the  reconstruction  acts,  and  carried  out  by  the  military  au- 
thorities. 

Question,  And  by  those  acts  a  large  portion  of  the  people  were  disfranchised  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  denied  the  right  to  vote.  These  things  have  irritated 
the  people  considerably.  But  if  you  are  seeking  the  source  of  our  irritation  and  tho 
condition  of  affairs  down  there,  it  lies  farther  back  than  that,  -^ne  of  the  main  things 
of  which  we  complain  and  have  always  complained  is  the  breach  of  the  contract  made 
by  the  soldiers  in  the  field.  I  have  what  I  call  a  contract — an  individual  one  witii 
myaelf-^nade  by  G^ieral  Sherman  in  the  name  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  I  was  required  to  conduct  myself  after  that  time  in  obedience  to  tho 
laws,  and  was  promised  that  I  should  not  be  disturbed  in  any  wav  if  I  did  so.  The 
■oidiers  went  home,  and  as  a  body  have  been  as  obedient  to  the  laws  of  tho  United 
States  (whether  they  believed  them  to  be  just  or  upjust)  as  any  people  I  ever  saw.  I 
Apeak  of  them  as  a  l>ody ;  some  of  them  have  been  lawless.  Wo  have  been  denied  the 
beaefits  of  that  contract,  which  was  made  when  we  had  arms  in  our  hands. 

Question,  And  you  look  upon  that  as  perfidy  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  do  not  uke  to  use  so  strong  an  expression  as  that  towards  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  at  this  time ;  but  we  look  upon  it  as  a  direct  breach  of  a 
ooatraot  which  we  had  made  with  the  Government  it8el£ 

Question,  And  the  subsequent  acts  of  the  Government  enforoing  upon  you  a  lot  of 
offloers  whom  you  had  repudiated,  and  an  oiganic  law  for  the  State  which  had  been 
Rejected  by  the  people,  have  been  regturded  by  70U  as  in  pursuance  of  the  same  policy  f 

Anmoer*  Yes,  sir.  Arter  that  contract  had  been  ignored  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  these  reconstruction  measures  follow^ :  and  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Slates  (I  say  it  to  the  committee  with  the  utmost  deference)  has  seemed  all  the  while 
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to  have  acted  on  the  idea  that  we  were  an  inferior  race  of  people,  unworthy  te  be 
trusted,  and  whether  we  were  in  the  rebellion  or  out  of  the  rebellien.  not  entitlod  to 
the  same  rights  that  the  same  men  would  have  if  they  would  remove  m>m  Alabama  to 
New  York,  for  instance.  Our  local  place  of  habitation  was  made  a  degradation  in  t^ 
eyes  of  the  Qovemment.    Tliat  was  the  ^reat  trouble  with  us. 

Quaiion,  Notwithstanding  this  dissatisfiiction  with  the  administration  of  the  Qof- 
emment  of  the  United  States,  have  the  people  of  Alabama  any  hostility  to  the  prtMi- 
pies  of  the  Qoyemment  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  the  people  of  Alabama  as  a  mass  have  any  hestili^  to 
the  principles  of  the  Qovemment  of  the  United  States.  But  I  would  not  have  the  eoni' 
mittee  understand  me  to  say  that  they  have  no  hostility  of  feeling  toward  ^o  Gov 
emment,  as  administered  against  them.  It  would  be  trifling  with  the  eommitteeto 
say  that  we  could  live  as  we  do  and  not  feel  unkindly  towards  the  particular  men 
who  have  put  these  hardships  upon  us.  It  is  impossible.  In  my  Judgment,  UtiBt  am 
man  of  a  fair  degree  of  spirit  should  feel  kindly  toward  any  class  of  men,  who,  wiu 
power  in  their  hands,  proclaim  through  official  sources  and  witibout  interruptioa  that 
thoy  are  a  degraded  people— substantii^ly  that,  either  in  words  or  in  acts.  Mes  wifl 
not  submit  to  be  so  considered,  and  at  the  same  time  feel  kindly  toward  the  men  whe 
thus  denounoe  them.  There  is  that  kind  of  hostility  agunat  the  adnunistration  of  the 
Government  as  at  present  conducted. 

Que$tion,  After  tiie  recent  election  in  your  State— the  last  general  election— when  the 
democrats  succeeded  in  electing  their  governor,  there  was  a  contest,  I  believe,  and  a 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  governor,  who  had  been  installed  by  Congress,  to  Md 
on  to  his  position  f 

AMvoer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  no  contest,  except  by  a  odrions  proeeodlng  instituted 
in  a  chancery  court.  On  behalf  of  two  of  the  State  officers— Governor  Smith  nd 
the  treasurer— a  bill  was  filed,  by  which  tiiie  officer  dest^ated  by  law  for  countiwevt 
and  announcing  the  vote  was  prohibited  from  discharging  that  duty,  so  &r  as  &Me 
particular  officers  were  concerned ;  and  then  there  was  a  proeeeding  instituted^  und^r 
the  pro>48ions  of  a  statute  we  have  in  that  State,  to  recover  the  i^opert^  of  the  oAee. 

Question,  The  books  and  papers? 

Answer .  Yes,  sir ;  the  books  and  papers.  The  great  seal  was  the  thing  that  tiie 
suit  was  really  for — the  emblem  of  authority.  Those  two  proceedings  were  aJl  tluit  I 
know  of  that  you  could  call  a  contest.  Governor  Smith  held  the  office  after  it  had 
been  announced  that  Governor  Lindsay  had  been  elected.  He  h^d  it  by  the  bayonet, 
though  I  will  say  that  I  have  no  idea  in  the  world  that  there  was  any  occasion  in 
military  force ;  he  could  have  held  it  just  as  well  in  person  as  he  could  by  the  bayo6et 

Question,  He  called  troops  to  his  aid? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  troops  stationed  at  the  capitol  keeping  guard  over  the 
different  entrances  on  the  second  floor^-the  floor  containing  the  omoes^ 

Question,  The  office  of  the  governor  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  i^ere  was  a  guard  stationed  at  the  treasurer's  door,  and  also  at 
the  governor's  room.  He  has  two  apartments  about  the  sise  of  this  room,  and  bsik 
doors  of  his  room  were  guarded  day  and  night,  and  no  one  was  permitted  to  pass  ia 
except  by  permission  from  the  solders. 

Question,  Were  you  counsel  m  the  case  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Employed  on  the  part  oi  Governor  Lindsav  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  engaged  in  the  conduct  of  the  case. 

Question,  Were  you  in  the  court-room  on  the  day  upon  which  that  case  "vnm  hrought 
before  Judge  Smith  f 

Answer,  xes,  txt. 

Question,  It  has  been  stated  here  by  Governor  Parsons  tiiat  the  rcx>m  on  that  di^  was 
filled'  with  armed  men  from  a  distance,  who,  as  he  save  the  impression,  woe  nmesat 
for  the  j^urpoee  of  overawing  the  officers  of  the  Taw,  and  perh^w  of  proceeding  te 
violence  in  case  the  suit  should  fail ;  is  that  the  fact  or  not  f 

AnsfMT,  The  toial  was  in  ^e  county  court-house ;  it  is  a  very  huge  room,*  and  there 
were  quite  a  number  of  persons  there.  I  suppose  the  house  was  haGf  fuU.  There  were 
men  t^re  from  a  distance,  but,  so  for  as  I  know  or  have  reason  to  believe,  not  a  man 
of  them  came  there  with  any  view  to  have  anything  to  do  witii  that  businees,  except 
^ose  who  were  engaged  in  the  case  as  eounsel.  Tlrare  were  two  very  large  gatheirings 
in  the  town  on  independent  matters,  and  without  any  reforenoe  to  any  polHioal  pro- 
oeedings  at  all.  The  Methodist  conference  was  in  session  there  at  that  time,  and  kmd 
been  before  this  proceeding  was  instituted,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons,  whioh  em- 
braces the  entire  State  of  Alabama,  was  assembled  there.  But  I  know  of  no  six^e 
fact  that  induces  me  to  believe  that  there  was  a  single  man  there  armed  witii  any 
refocence  to  that  contest.  I  have  no  doubt  some  men  uiere  were  armed.  I  did  mrtaee 
any  arms.  I  had  none  myself;  I  mean  I  had  none  on  my  penson.  I  had  some  in  my 
touik.  I  usually  carry  a  pistol  in  my  trank,  but  I  hardly  ever  wear  it  on  my  penon, 
and  I  did  not  have  it  on  my  person  then* 
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Question.  Was  there  any  snch  manifestation  in  the  coilrt-room,  or  anywhere  else  in 
or  aliout  the  town,  as  would  justify  snch  an  inference  as  I  hare  stated. 

Aimcer.  Well,  I  cannot  say  whether  there  was  or  not.  Therd  was  great  indignation ; 
but  I  saw  no  demonstration  of  any  act  of  violence ;  I  heard  of  none ;  and  my  opinion 
is  that  if  any  one  drew  the  inference  that  there  was  danger  of  Yiolence,  it  was  merely 
from  the  aggregation  of  people  in  the  town  from  the  two  causes  I  hare  mentioned,  and 
title  talk  wmch  would  naturally  arise  in  that  gathering  of  people.  I  do  not  believe 
there  was  any  violence  meditated. 

Qtusikm.  The  judge  befcnre  whom  this  proceeding  was  had  was  a  poetical  Mend  of 
Governor  Smith,  the  republican  governor  of  Alabama  f 

Aruneer,  Well,  he  was  elected  as  a  republican,  and  was  so  considered  at  that  time ; 
but  I  cannot  say  that  he  was  his  friend,  and  I  do  not  believe  he  was. 

Queatum,  I  say  Ms  political  Mend. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  belonged  to  the  same  political  party  at  that  time. 

Que^ion.  Did  he  render  any  decision  on  the  matter  f 

Answer.  He  rendered  no  final  judgment,  as  we  call  it.  He  made  several  rulings  in 
reference  to  the  matter,  assuming  jurisdiction  of  the  subject;  but  he  did  not  render 
any  final  judgment  in  leference  to  it^ 

Question.  That  became  unnecessary  by  the  action  of  Governor  Smith  in  surrendering 
the  office  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  knew  Governor  Smith  well.  Years  ago,  before  the  war,  I  held 
courts  where  he  practiced.  He  came  into  the  court-room  bv  order  of  the  iudge.  He 
asked  me  to  meet  him  immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  court.  I  did  so ;  and 
he  informed  me  that  he  wanted  to  resign,  and  get  out  of  the  trouble ;  that  the  proceed- 
ing had  been  instituted  without  his  full  approbation,  although  it  was  done  in  his  name 
and  by  his  oonsent,  and  he  believed  he  had  a  right  to  do  it.  According  to  his  state- 
ment of  it,  it  was  a  political  movement.  He  expressed  a  desire  then  to  retire  firom  the 
eofitest ;  and  he  said,  among  other  things,  that  he  desired  to  preserve  harmony  among 
the  people  of  4he  State  of  Bahama ;  that  he  was  a&aid  the  disputed  authority — ^two 
men  dimming  to  exercise  the  office  of  governor — would  have  a  very  bad  effect  on  the 
peace  and  g^)d  order  of  the  community,  and  that  he  would  retire  for  that  reason.  He 
did  retire  and  surrendered  the  office — against  the  advice  of  his  political  counsel,  as  1 
have  understood. 

Question.  What  was  the  ground  upon  which  he  claimed  to  retain  the  office  f 

Answer.  He  claimed  to  retain  it  on  the  ground  that,  as  he  charged;  there  were  frauds 
In  the  election. 

Question.  Did  not  his  political  Mends  hold  possession  of  nearly  all  the  voting  places  f 

Answer.  The  Government  was  administered  in  all  its  departments  almost  enthrely, 
trith  a  very  few  exceptions,  by  the  republican  party. 

Question.  The  election  law  gave  them  the  appointment  of  the  managers  of  the  elec- 
tion precincts  throughout  the  State  t 

Answer.  Yes^  sir.    The  managers,  as  we  call  them,  are  appointed  by  the  judge  of  pro-* 
bate,  the  sheri£^  and  the  clerk  of  tlie  circuit  court,  or  an^  two  of  them. 

Question.  Those  officers  had  been  elected  at  the  previous  election,  when  the  demo- 
crats made  no  contest,  and  therefore  throughout  the  State  the  republicans  predomi- 
nated in  those  positions  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  they  had,  I  suppose,  nine-tenths  of  the  officers  of  every  sort. 

Question.  The  election  law  enabled  the  managers  of  the  election  to  commit  great 
frauds,  if  they  were  so  disposed. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  there  any  Well-grounded  charges  of  such  frauds  having  been  com- 
mitted ;  and  if  so,  in  whose  interest  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  were,  according  to  my  information,  some  remarkable  frauds 
of  l^at  sort  in  the  city  of  Mobile.  That,  nowever,  was  a  bungling  affair,  accbrdlng  to 
accounts,  and  was  detected.  It  was  what  they  call  "stuffing  the  box'' — ^putting  In 
more  votes  than  were  ever  given.  I  do  not  myself  know  of  any  frauds  on  the  part  of 
the  managers.  I  have  heard  of  such  things.  The  frauds  which  I  kuew  of  being  com- 
mitted (and  they  were  very  numerous)  were  what  we  call  illegal  voting— shipping 
large  numbers  of  voters  from  one  precinct  or  one  county  to  another,  and  allowing  a 
large  class  of  the  population  to  vote  who  were  not  entitled  to  vote  under  the  law. 
Those  frauds  were  very  numerous. 

(iuesiion.  That  could  only  have  been  done  by  the  connivance  of  the  managers  of  the 
election? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  believe  it  was  done  in  many  instances  where  the  managers  in- 
tended to  obey  the  law.  But  they  had  a  very  exalted  opinion  of  the  words  of  the  law, 
and  did  not  like  to  interfere  with  this  sacred  thing  of  voting.  I  suppose  it  was  thought 
necessary  to  pass  extremely  stringent  laws^  for  fear  the  white  people  should  i|itenere 
with  the  colored  people  voting;  and  in  doing  so  the  right  to  challenge  a  vote  was  de- 
stroyed. I  think  it  was  the  general  view  of  tne  managers  of  the  election  that  they  had 
no  option  about  the  matter ;  that  a  man  who  was  registered  should  vote.    There  were 
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immense  frauds  of  that  sort.    I  saw  nmnbers  of  them  myself,  and  I  heard,  from  what  I 
considered  sufficient  information,  that  there  were  nnmeroos  others  in  otiier  localities. 

Question.  By  whom  ware  these  frauds  committed  f 

Ansioer.  By  indiyidnals  acting,  us  I  believe,  under  the  pressure  of  bad  political  maa- 
agers. 

Question.  By  both  parties  f  or  if  not,  by  which  party  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  of  but  one  case  where  a  man  voted  illegally  on  ih» 
democratic  side ;  but  I  have  seen,  I  reckon,  as  many  as  one  hundred  boys  vote  at  one 
precinct,  where  it  was  palpable  to  any  man  that  they  were  not  twenty lOne  years  of 
age,  and  some  of  them  as  low  as  fifteen. 

Question.  Are  there,  within  your  knowledge,  any  other  facts  bearing  upon  the  gen- 
eral condition  of  the  State  at  present  in  regiurd  to  the  execution  of  the  law  f 

Ansu}er.  I  have  referred  to  very  great  outrages  that  have  been  perpetrated  in  oar 
State  by  persons  who  seemed  to  be  combined  together  for  the  special  objects  that  they 
accomplished.  There  have  been  several  things  of  that  sort,  according  to  my  informa- 
tion and  belief. 

Question.  Are  these  outrages  committed  by  persons  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  Some  of  them  are. 

Question.  Upon  nesroes  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    Some  on  negroes  and  some  on  white  men.. 

Question.  Did  yon  hear  or  know  of  any  committed  by  negroes  upon  negroes  f 

Answer.  1  have  heard  of  one  or  two  such  instuices  j  but  I  do  not  know  anything  of 
the  sort  myself.  I  heard  of  two  instances:  one  was  in  North  Alabama.  My  informa- 
tion is  that  some  five  or  six  negro  men  put  on  disguises,  and  took  another  negro  man 
and  gave  him  a  terrible  beating. 

Question.  In  what  county  was  that  f 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  it  was  somewhere  near  Florence  or  Tuscumbia ;  those 
two  towns  are  six  miles  apart,  and  I  do  not  remember  which  it  was.  A  gentleman 
from  Florence,  I  think,  informed  me  about  it. 

Question.  Was  any  attempt  made  to  make  that  appear  as  what  is  called  a  Ku-Klux 
outrage! 

Anstcer.  It  was  published  in  the  jpapers  at  the  time  it  occurred  just  as  t^ey  pub- 
lish all  such  things.  Every  private  feud  there  which  results  in  blood  is  called  a  '*  £u- 
Klux  outrage,"  and  attributed  to  our  inherent  bad  nature  as  a  people.  There  was  a 
recent  case  of  that  sort  in  Tallapoosa  County,  which,  according  to  my  iuformatioD, 
was  intended  to  manufacture  a  piece  of  testimony  of  that  sort ',  but  some  negroes  came 
upon  the  man  in  the  act.  This  man,  who  was  a  solicitor  in  Tallapoosa  County, 
wnipped  two  negro  girls,  and  whipped  them  very  severely  with  switches.  That  was 
reported  as  a  Ku-Klux  outrage  also.  But  this  man  was  caught  by  some  negroes,  as  I 
understood ;  and  it  proved  to  be  a  white  man  who  was  manufacturing  public  senti- 
ment in  that  way.  But  there  have  been  other  case«,  a  very  considerable  number  of 
^em,  where  I  have  had  no  cause  to  believe  that  they  were  not  genuine  outrages  per- 
petrated without  any  semblance  of  justification  and  without  any  excuse  on  the  part  of 
the  inen  engaged  in  them. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  You  designate  those  as  outrages  by  the  lawless  men  of  the  country  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  If  your  last  election  for  governor  had  been  perfectly  fair,  would  the  demo* 
cratic  m^ority  in  the  State  have  been  greater  or  less  than  it  was  officially  reported ! 

Answer.  As  a  matter  of  opinion,  I  think  the  majority  for  Gk>vemor  Lindsisiy  woold 
have  been  a  great  deal  larger,  because  his  majority  was  reduced  by  the  frauds  that  I 
speak  of— the  shipping  of  men  from  one  point  to  another  by  rail,  and  the  voting  of 
minors  and  other  persons  who  had  no  citizenship  in  the  county  in  which  t^ey  voted. 
Our  law  does  not  allow  a  man  to  vote  out  of  his  county. 

Question.  Whatever  may  be  the  trne  technical  construction  of  the  act,  tell  the  com- 
mittee whether  or  not  it  is  practically  the  fact  that  no  one  feels  that  he  can«  without 
risk  of  punishment,  challenge  a  voter,  even  though  he  may  know  that  he  is  voting 
illegally  f 

Answer.  Well,  that  has  been  the  interpretation  by  the  multitude,  and  it  has  been 
acted  on.  That  is,  praetieally^  the  effect  of  the  law.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  such  is 
its  true  construction,  though  it  says  so  in  so  many  words.  I  do  not  believe  that  any 
court  would  hold  that  that  was  the  true  interpretation  of  the  act.  They  would  aei 
aside  the  words  and  arrive  at  the  purpose.  That  is  my  judgment  as  to  what  tha 
courts  would  do. 

Question.  Yet  the  practical  operation  of  the  act  has  been  that  no  man  has  dared  to 
challenge  even  when  satisfied  a  man  was  voting  illegally  f 

Answ^.  I  never  saw  it  done  except  in  one  instance  since  the  reconstruction  acts  were 

first  set  on  foot.    I  mean  at  one  particular  election.    It  was  a  local  election  in  ibe 

"ounty  of  Perry--the  election  for  mayor  and  aldermen.    I  happened  to  l>e  there  at 

urt  and  I  saw  it  done  there.    I  know  I  was  called  on  to  advise  the  persons  there 
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whether  it  woaM  be  a  violation  of  the  latr  to  challeDge  a  man  who  was  not  a  voter 
I  gave  it  06  my  opinion  that  if  the  man  was  not  a  voter,  the  one  challenging  him  would 
not  be  liable  to  any  punishment ;  bat  that,  if  he  was  a  votet,  it  did  not  make  any 
difference  how  honestly  a  man  might  challenge  him,  he  could  be  indicted  and  pun- 
ished. ^ 

QueeiUm,  That  is  the  only  case,  so  •far  as  yon  know,  where  a  man  ever  ventured  to 
challenge  f 

AfiBtoer.  The  only  one  I  ever  heard  of. 

Que8H<m:  The  letter  of  the  law  is  against  your  construction  f 

Answer,  The  letter  of  the  law  is  directly  against  challenging  any  person  offering  to 
vote. 

Quotum,  And  because  yon  regard  enlightened  judges  as  able  to  look  beyond  the 
mere  letter  of  the  law  to  its  spirit  and  meaning,  you  believe  that  no  court  of  high 
integrity  and  comprehensive  views  would  adopt  the  literal  construction  of  the  act  f 

Answer.  I  rely  on  the  rules  of  legal  interpretation  as  settled  by  the  tourts. 

Question,  What  is  your  knowledge  or  information  in  regard  to  negroes  who  have 
belonged  to  your  LeiE^gues,  or  who  have  been  taking  an  active  part  as  republicans, 
examming  at  the  polls  the  ballots  of  negroes  offering  to  vote,  and  especially  of  those 
offering  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  t 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  there  is  a  I'egnlar  system  on  that  subject,  so  for  as  my  observation 
goes. 

Question,  Explain  it  to  the  committee. 

Answer,  The  system  is  to  make  a  door,  either  by  men,  or  rails,  or  palings,  through 
vi^hich  all  the  voters  are  required  to  py.  Ordinarily,  I  have  seen  these  elections  con- 
ducted at  court-houses,  and  they  are  inclosed.  A  crowd  stands  usually  at  the  paling 
fence,  on  both  sides,  and  the  voters,  white  and  black,  have  to  pass,  because  generally 
there  is  but  one  place  of  entrance ;  and  if  there  are  two,  they  generally  station  two 
men.  Any  white  man  is  allowed  to  pass  through  without.question,  whether  he  belongs 
to  one  party  or  the  other.  The  colored  man,  when  he  comes  to  this  point  of  entrance, 
hands  ms  vote,  or  it  is  taken,  and  it  is  inspected  by  another  colored  man  stationed 
there  for  that  purpose.  He  inspects  the  vote,  and  the  man  passes  on,  or  he  changes  the 
ticket.  That  is  the  general  system  of  voting  in  Alabama,  so  far  as  my  observation  goes, 
in  reference  to  the  colored  people.  If  the  negro  has  a  democratic  ticket,  it  is  objected 
to  by  the  man  in  command  of  the  entrance ;  and  sometimes  I  have  seen  controversies 
on  the  subject,  but  never  any  difficulty.  There  has  never  been  any  mob,  except  in  one 
instance,  and  that  did  not  grow  exactly  out  of  that  kind  of  tlmig.  But  the  vote  is 
inspected,  and,  so  far  as  my  observation  goes,  there  is  always  an  enort  to  change  it,  if 
it  does  not  suit  the  man  in  charge  of  the  gate.  Sometimes  it  is  changed,  and  sometimes 
it  is  not. 

Question,  This  organization  that  is  formed  at  the  gate  is  generally  compose^  of  colored 
ment 

Answer,  Almost  alwavs. 

Question,  And  republicans  f 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  aro  the  active  controllers  of  these  secret  League  organizations,  I  sup- 
pose? 

Answer,  They  are  called  League  organizations.  They  are  secret  societies,  meeting  for 
political  purposes ;  that  is  my  information.  And  these  men  who  stand  at  the  gate  are, 
for  the  most  part,  bold  men  of  that  organization. 

Question,  Is  not  this  organization  acting  entirely  in  violation  of  law  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  say  that.  The  attempt  to  intimidate  a  voter  is  a  breach  of 
the  law,  so  far  as  they  do  that ;  but  I  do  not  know  any  law  against  a  body  of  men 
meeting  secretly  for  political  purposes. 

Question,  I  mean  wnen  they  stop  the  voter  and  take  his  ticket  away  from  himt 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  whenever  that  is  done  in  a  style  which  tends  to  intimidate  the 
voter,  it  is  a  direct  breach  of  the  law. 

Question,  Is  it  not  done  in  such  a  way  that  the  voter  cannot  very  well  resist,  or  does 
not  generally  resist? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  it  resisted,  but  it  is  not  generally  done.  My  information  is  that 
most  of  the  negroes  have  belonged  to  that  League  in  one  form  or  another,  and  have  been 
sworn  in  some  way  to  obey  certain  orders  coming  from  certain  sources;  and  that* when 
these  orders  are  received,  they  do  not  question  them  at  all,  but  obey  them,  as  a  general 
tMng,  though  I  have  seen  this  proceeding  not  only  questioned,  but  disputed  with  decided 
rudeness  and  indignation.    I  nave  seen  it  done  by  several  colored  men. 

QuestioA,  Do  you  give  it  as  your  opinion  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  intimidation  that 
has  been  practiced  upon  voters  in  the  elections  in  Alabama  has  been  by  organized 
bodies  of  tne  colored  League  ujwn  their  own  race  who  seeuied  to  be  differing  wiyi  them 
in  politics  ? 

Anstcer,  It  has  been  by  the  leading  men— the  bold  men — of  these  secret  organizations ; 
tbe  colored  men,  I  moan.    I  do  not  believe  a  white  man  would  engage  in  that  sort  of 
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businees  in  Alabama  in  the  preaenoe  of  the  multitude,  bnt  these  bold  negroes  are  pot 
forward  for  that  purpose;  and  really  all  the  Intimidation  that  I  have  ever  seen,  uidall 
that  I  have  ever  heard  of  bein^  exercised,  at  the  polls,  has  been  by  black  men  on  black 
men,  for  desiring  to  vote  "  ai^ainst  their  race,^'  as  it  is  called. 

Question,  In  other  words,  desiring  to  vote  against  the  republican  ticket? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  seen  several  acts  of  that  sort  myself  and^I  have  heard  of 
several  others. 

Question,  Have  yon  any  knowledge  or  information  that,  to  obtain  the  votes  of  the 
colored  race  for  the  republican  ticket,  they  have  been  promised  property  of  any  sort 
provided  they  did  so  vote  or  have  been  threatened  with  being  put  back  into  slavery  if 
they  did  not  T  Do  you  know  or  have  you  heard  of  any  coercion  of  that  sort  being  used  T 
If  so,  in  what  form  f 

Anmcer,  I  never  heard  any  promises  made  to  these  men  that  if  they  voted  the  repub- 
lican ticket  they  should  have  property.  I  have  heard  such  things  spoken  of  frequently, 
and  I  have  heard  negroes  speak  of  it ;  but  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  such  promise. 

Questian,  Have  you  heard  it  from  negroes  who  themselves  £ive  said  they  knew  of  it? 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  that  I  have.  I  have  heard  negroes  tell  it  as  a  fact ;  but  I  do 
not  remember  that  I  ever  heard  a  negro  state  that  it  was  promised  to  him.  The  other 
thing  is  very  common — to  tell  the  negroes  that  they  will  be  put  back  into  slavery,  and 
that  they  will  be  denied  the  right  to  testify  in  the  courts  or  to  sit  on  juries,  and  denied 
all  right  of  holding  ofBce.  But  that  has  not  been,  as  I  understand  it,  in  the  way  of  a 
threat ;  it  has  been  the  vile  utterances  of  men  for  political  effect — ^the  slander  of  a  peo- 
ple by  men  who  desired  to  accomplish  a  particular  object.  It  was  not  in  the  nature  of 
a  threat  against  the  man ;  it  was  the  mere  political  slander  of  an  adversary,  as  I  under- 
stood it. 

Question,  From  all  the  information  you  have,  did  not  those  statements,  on  the  one 
side  that  they  would  be  put  back  into  slavery  if  the  democratic  party  succeeded,  and 
that  they  would  obtain  land  and  mules  and  other  things  if  the  republican  party  suc- 
ceeded, influence  very  largely  the  colored  vote  in  your  otate  f 

Answer,  1  have  no  doubt  it  had  its  effect  and  a  very  decided  effect ;  but  my  opinion 
is  that  as  the  negroes  become  enlightened  and  educated,  famiUar  with  public  men  and 
public  things,  (and  they  are  acquiring  considerable  information  in  that  direction,) 
such  statements  will  not  have  the  sort  of  influence  they  have  had.  In  fact  I  am  satisfied 
there  has  been  a  great  change  in  that  direction  already. 

Question.  Do  you  know  enough  about  the  negro  to  know  that  if  he  has  been  deceived 
in  any  promise  often  enough  to  become  convinced  that  a  man* will  not  keep  faith  with 
him,  he  no  longer  trusts  that  man  in  anything  f  Is  not  that  one  of  the  characteristics 
of  the  colored  race  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so— especially  about  money  or  property.  If  they  are  proto- 
ised  their  pay,  and  do  not  get  it,  it  is  very  difficult  for  the  man  who  withholds  it  from 
them  ever  to  show  a  reason  satisfactory  to  them  way  it  was  withheld.  They  look  upon 
such  a  proceeding  as  a  great  sin,  and  it  frequently  is. 

Question,  As  a  matter  of  fioict,  had  not  the  people  of  Alabama,  by  a  legislature  in  whidi 
there  .were  neither  ne^i^roes  nor  "  carpet-baggers,"  so  called — had  they  not,  by  the  act 
of  their  own  people  ratified  the  thirteenth  amendment  and  given  to  the  negroes  the  right 
to  testify  in  the  courts — in  fact  all  civil  ri|^htsf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  gave  them  all  civil  rights  generally. 

Question,  Had  not  the  legislature  ratified  the  thirteenth  amendmenti 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  under  the  government  of  the  white  race  in  Alabama,  after  the  war, 
they  ratified  the  thirteenth  amendment,  and  gave  the  negroes  nearly  all  civil  rights, 
except  the  right  to  vote  and  hold  office;  not  entirely,  though. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question,  1  do  not  know  that  I  precisely  get  your  meaning  in  relation  to  the  general 
complaint  of  the  white  people  of  your  State  with  regard  to  the  United  States  wvem- 
ment.    With  what  particular  act  or  thing  have  they  l>een  dissatisfied? 

Answer,  I  have  stated  w^hat  I  consider  a  contract  made  between  the  individuals  of 
our  army  and  the  Government,  acting  through  General  Grant  and  Genei^  Sherman. 

Question.  At  the  time  of  the  surrender? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  is  in  that  parole,  as  it  is  called,  a  distinct  promise  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  that  soldiers  who  retire  to  their  homos, 
and  conduct  themselves  in  obedience  to  the  laws,  as  peaceable  citizens,  shall  renuun 
there,  and  '^  shall  not  be  disturbed  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States;"  that  is  the 
language.  If  that  means  anything,  it  means  that  they  shall  eiijoy  the  rights  of  prop- 
erty and  person  guaranteed  by  the  laws  of  the  laud  to  persons  generally.      % 

Question.  Then  you  and  your  people  generally  consider  that  the  disfiranchiseoMBt 
and  disabilities  which  were  imposed  by  the  reconstruction  measures  were  in  vic^tlim 
of  that? 

Answer.  Undoubtedly. 

Qu^tion,  There  never  was  any  attempt  by  the  Gov^nment  of  the  United  States  to 
interfere  with  the  persons  or  property  of  individuals  of  that  class? 
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Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  say  that  there  was  any  attempt  to  inteifere  with  persons 
or  property  by  the  Government. 

Question,  Or  by  any  law  of  the  General  Government  f 

Anmcer,  Ko,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  any  interference  by  any  law  of  the 
General  Government,  so  far  as  the  taking  of  a  man's  property  is  concerned,  in  the  sense 
of  taking  it  from  one  individual ;  bnt  in  the  sense  of  taking  it  from  the  community  at 
large,  there  has  been  the  most  direct  and,  we  think,  tyrannical  taking  of  property  by 
tho  (Tovemment  of  the  United  States. 

Question,  Explain  yourself  a  little  more  fully  on  that  point 

Answer.  I  mean  that  no  particular  man's  properly  has  been  seized  and  appropriated 
to  tho  Government,  so  far  as  I  know,  by  an  act  of  the  Government.  The  officials  have 
done  so,*  in  great  numbers  of  instances,  but  those  we  considered  as  violations  of  law, 
as  disorders  growing  out  of  the  war  and  the  temporary  power  exercised  by  some  men 
unfit  for  their  places;  we  do  not  attribute  those  acts  to  the  Government  at  all.  Our 
cotton  was  taxed  five  cents  a  pound ;  the  insurrectionary  States  were  the  only  part  of 
the  United  States  that  raised  any  cotton ;  that  was  a  taking  of  the  property  of  the 
country  by  what  was  counted  a  law  of  the  land.  It  may  have  been  a  constitutional 
power,  exercised  by  the  General  Government ;  that  is  for  the  courts  to  determine ;  but 
that  it  was  fair  or,  in  any  sense,  Just,  we  cannot  conceive,  and  we  cannot  conceive 
that  fair-minded  men  in  any  part  of  the  country  would  so  regard  it. 

(Question,  That  was  a  law  on  the  subject  of  taxation  which  applied  to  the  whole 
United  States ;  it  taxed  cotton  so  much  per  pound,  no  matter  where  it  was. 

Anstver.  It  will  do  to  theorize- in  that  way ;  a  man  who  wants  a  reason  for  an  unjust 
act  might  justify  it  in  that  way ;  but  men  who  look  at|the  facts  cannot  be  blinded  by 
any  such  reason  as  that.  It  was  a  tax  levied  in  the  shape  of  a  penalty  by  the  General 
Government  on  those  they  called  "  rebels ; "  it  cannot,  as  I  conceive,  be  fairly  inter- 
preted in  any  other  way :  it  was  a  penalty. 

Question.  I  will  not  take  any  time  in  debating  about  that,  as  I  now  get  your  idea; 
bat  your  people  regarded  also  all  the  disabilities  and  disfranchisements  arising  under 
tho  reconstruction  acts  as  in  violation  of  the  terms  of  surrender  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  the  people  generally  considered  that  to  take  away  a  manfs 
right  to  hold  office  or  to  vote,  without  a  trial,  is  not  allowing  him  to  remain  at  his 
home  '*  undisturbed  by  tho  authorities  of  the  United  States." 

Question.  And  your  people  were  dissatisfied  with  that ;  they  thought  it  was  wrong 
in  itself,  and  that  was  also  a  violation  of  the  terms  of  surrender! 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  our  people  thought  it  was  wrong  in  itself,  because  we 
recognized,  to  the  fullest  extent,  the  right  of  Uie  conquerors  over  the  conquered ;  but 
we  Old  not  think  it  was  an  act  of  gowi  faith  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  make  a  promise  to  men  with  arms  in  their  hands  and  violate  it  so 
soon  as  they  had  suirendered  those  arms. 

Question.  So  that  the  diasatis&ction  grew  out  of  the  idea  that  the  reconstruction 
policy  of  the  Government  was  violative  of  the  terms  of  surrender  f 

Ansu>er.  Yes,  sir;  it  showed  a  purpose  to  punish  individuals  for  alleged  crime  with- 
out any  trial  by  law. 

QuesHon.  You  thought  that  if  the  thing  were  to  be  done  at  all,  it  ought  not  to  be 
done  in  that  way  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  idea,  you  say,  was,  in  your  judgment,  a  greater  ^und  of  dissatisfac- 
tion thui  the  course  that  Congress  took  in  imposing  the  constitution  on  the  State  after 
the  people  failed  to  ratify  it  according  to  the  terms  of  the  reconstruction  acts  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  really  believe  that  the  great  evil  under  which  we  are  now  suf- 
fering arises  from  the  idea  which  is  embraced  m  several,  perhaps  many,  of  .the  acts  of 
Congress — that  we  are  a  degraded  race. 

Questunu  Was  the  granting  of  suf&age  to  the  colored  people  satisfactory  generally  to 
the  white  people  of  your  State  f 

Answer.  The  people  were  divided  on  that.  They  never  came  to  any  agreement  by 
'whioh  the  coloied  men  obtained  any  right  to  vote,  and  I  do  not  know  that  they  would 
bave  done  so.  The  white  people  were  opposed  to  negroes  indiscriminately  having  the 
right  to  vote,  though  there  were  considerable  divisions  of  opinion  on  that  subject,  and 
-very  many  were  in  favor  of  their  having  a  ri^ht  to  vote  of  a  qualified  nature. 

Question.  A  qualification  founded  on  education,  or  property,  or  both  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  both  were  spoken  of;  but  there  seemed  to  be  no  settled  plan.  We 
'^v^ere  in  a  new  condition  of  things,  and  opinion  was  being  molded  by  circumstances. 

Question.  The  great  mass  of  the  colored  voters  in  your  State  vote  the  republican 
ticket  f 

Answer,  0,  yes,  sir;  the  mass  of  them. 

Question.  The  ^eat  mass  of  them,  you  have  no  doubt,  desire  to  vote  in  that  way  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  that  a  very  large  majority  of  them  desire  to  vote  in  that 
'vri^  at  this  time. 

Quealion.  They  try,  I  suppose,  to  influence  and  persuade  every  man  of  their  race  to 
tliink  as  they  do  and  to  vote  in  the  same  way  f 
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Armofr.  They  do ;  and  these  bold  men  of  whom  I  speak  try  to  force  them  to  do  it  by 
intimidation. 

Question,  They  argue  to  them  and  endeavor  to  persuade  them  to  do  it  f 

Answer,  O,  yes,  «ir ;  and  to  frighten  them. 

QueaUon,  They  argue  to  them  that  they  are  indebted  to  the  republican  party  £» 
their  freedom. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesiUm.  And  for  the  right  of  snf&age  f  *  > 

Answer:  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  for  all  their  civil  rights  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  They  argue  to  them  that  all  these  things  were  secured  to  them  agaanst  ths 
wish  of  the  democratic  party! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  it  is  urged  that  therefore  they  all  ought  to  vote  with  the  repnblioaa 
party! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

^tesHon.  They  use  all  these  arguments  to  show  them  that  the  republican  party  are 
their  friends  politically,  while  the  democrats  are  not ! 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir;  those  are  arguments  very  commonly  used. 

Question,  You  have  spoken  of  the  advice  that  their  leaders  give  them  in  those  Leagoes. 
Have  you  ever  known  any  republican  leader  in  your  State  to  argue  to  men  that  they 
ou^ht  to  do  any  violence  to  the  white  people  or  to  deprive  the  white  people  of  aay 
rignt  that  belonss  to  them  !  Have  you  ever  known  any  republican  leader  to  advise 
the  colored  people  that  they  should  do  anything  more  than  assert  their  rights,  and  to 
argue  to  them  that  they  ought  to  go  with  the  republican  party  because  they  were  their 
friends  politically  ! 

Answer,  1  have  heard  several  sx>eeches,  the  direct  tendency  of  which,  while  they  did 
not  profess  to  advise  violence  on  the  part  of  the  negroes,  was  to  produce  acta  of  ag- 
gression on  their  part  against  the  white  people.  I  will  explain  that  in  this  way :  The 
former  masters  of  those  who  had  been  slaves  were  abused ;  the  negroes  were  told  ik 
their  sufferings  in  slavery ;  they  were  told,  ^^  All  this  property  that  you  see  here,  these 
lands,  were  cleared  by  you ;  you  made  all  these  fences ;  you  dug  all  these  ditches ;  and 
you  are  the  men  they  belong  to.''  That  was  the  style  of  speaking.  Such  speakefs 
have  told  the  negroes  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  themselves,  and  they  thought  tiie; 
could  induce  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  carry  it  out,  to  have  a  division  of 
those  lands.  I  have  heard  such  things  said  by  their  leaders ;  I  say  their  leadeiH,  bat 
they  are  very  insignificant  men — men  whom  you  would  never  invite  to  your  house  if 
you  knew  who  they  were ;  but  still  they  are  the  controlling  men  who  have  charge  of 
these  negroes  in  the  special  localities ;  and  they  base  their  speeches  on  the  text  of  a 
bill  which  was  introduced  into  Congress  by  Mr.  Stevens.  I  cannot  remember  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  J  but  you,  perhaps,  will. 

Qtiestion,  The  Stevens  confiscation  bill ! 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  It  proposed  to  divide  up  the  lands  in  small  parcels  and  appropriate 
them.  The  negroes  were  tausht  to  believe  that  this  would  be  done ;  that  all  thoae  im- 
mense fiokrms  would  be  hasheaup  into  small  pieces  and  divided  among  them,  provided 
they  would  support  the  republicans,  and  keep  down  these  bad  men  cafled  "rebetf '  and 
"secessionists." 

Question.  The  result  of  all  this  argument  was  to  get  them  to  vote  the  repnblkaa 
ticket ! 

Answer.  That  was  the  primary  object— to  get  them  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket^  and 
to  vote  for  the  special  man  who  was  making  the  point.  But  the  direct  efifeot  w«ito 
create  a  feeling  of  hostility  in  the  mind  of  the  negro  against  his  neighbor,  the  white 
man  who  owned  the  land. 

Question,  These  were  a  set  of  reasons  which  they  gave  to  the  negroes  to  show  them 
why  they  should  vote  the  republican  ticket,  instead  of  voting  with  the  democrats  f 

Answer,  0,  yes,  sir ;  they  were  reasons  for  voting  the  republican  ticket,  and  de&aii- 
ciations  of  the  men  who  owned  land. 

Question,  They  said  to  them  in  substance,  "  These  men  were  opposed  to  your  being 
free ;  they  were  opposed  to  your  having  the  suf&age ;  they  were  opposed  to  your  hav 
ing  your  civil  rights  as  witnesses  in  court,  &c, ;  and  if  they  get  into  power  they  are  of 
the  same  opinion  still,  and  will  try  to  deprive  you  of  all  these  things.''  lliat  was  the 
style  of  reasoning  adopted ;  and  you  say  that  they  once  argued  about  a  division  of 
property  which  they  were  going  to  have,  if  possible. 

Answer.  I  did  not  say  "  once.^    I  said  I  heard  it. 

Question,  Is  that  the  style  of  argument  used  now,  or  was  it  used  on  some  former  ooca- 
sioQ? 

Ansircr.  I  do  not  speak  of  that  style  of  argument  being  used  now.  Some  of  th« 
speakers,  quite  a  number  of  them,  will  talk  now  of  the  negroes  being  put  bade  into 
slavery,  provided  the  democrats  ever  get  power  i  they  make  all  such  charges  aa  that; 
^ut  I  have  not  heard  lately  about  the  division  of  lands. 
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ByMr.  Bzair: 

Question,  Have  you  heard  promiBes  of  "forty  aeres  and  two  mules  V* 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  have  neard  of  that  story  in  the  community  generally ;  but  I 

neTer  heard  a  speaker  promise  that  in  so  many  words.    I  have  heatd  a  number  say 

that  the  lands  should  be  divided. 

By  the  Chair3£an,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

QuesHan.  If  there  were  promises  of  land,  property ,  and  things  of  that  sort,  I  suppose 
the  argument  pretty  soon  exhausted  itself  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  lasted  considerably  longer  than  yon  have  any  idea  of.  Mr.  Stevens's 
bill  was  the  basis  of  it ;  and  really,  some  tolerably  well  informed  Vhite  men  thought 
that  it  might  go  through. 

Question.  That  was  four  or  five  years  ago  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  but  those  reconstruction  measures,  you  remember,  grew  in  inten- 
sity all  the  time ;  if  we  did  not  obey  the  political  orders  we  got,  they  put  the  screw  a 
little  tighter ;  and  we  did  not  know  but  there  might  be  actually  a  division  of  the  land, 
though  1  must  confess  I  never  had  any  serious  apprehension  of  it  myself. 

Question.  Yon  say  that  in  various  lootUities  in  your  State  there  seemed  to  be  organ- 
izations of  men,  (sometimes,  at  least,  as  extensive  as  a  county,)  who  did  lawless  acts 
and  acts  of  violence  f 

Amswer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  said  there  seemed  to  be  some  local  organizations  that  did  acts  of 
very  great  outrage. 

ffuestion.  Well,  sir,  how  extensive  was  that  in  your  State  f 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  have  anv  information,  those  acts  were  local  matters. 

Question.  Were  these  organizations  spread  over  a  good  part  of  your  State  t 

Answer.  I  think  not,  sir.  So  far  as  my  information  goes  there  were  acts  of  violence 
committed  by  men  in  bands  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  and  in  the  western  part, 
in  two  ct  three  counties ;  and  I  beard  of  one  such  transaction  in  the  interior  of  tiie 
State,  near  Pajrtona. 

QueoUon.  In  your  Judgment,  according  to  the  information  which  yon  have  on  thia 
sobject,  what  class  of  men  composed  the  bands  that  committed  these  outrages? 

Answer.  Well,  sir ;  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  there  were  any  that  would  1h» 
properly  called  "  bands''  in  our  county ;  but  there  seemed  to  be,  and  1  believe  on  my 
information  that  there  were,  local  organizations ;  and  my  impression  is  that  at^-Sfst 
there  were  some  substantial,  good  citizens  in  them  ;  but  like  all  other  men  who  under- 
take to  regulate  society  by  mob-law,  the  better  class  of  men  discovered  that  thAy  could 
net  Gontnd  the  bold  and  bad  element  associated  with  th^n,  and  they  left  ihe  organi- 
za^en  in  the  hands  of  turbulent,  bad  men  who,  as  was  the  case  with  the  Qegulators  in 
Texas,  andthe  Vigilance  Committee  in  California,  used  it,  or  their  influence  in  it,  for 
extremely  bad  purposes. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  know  or  have  information,  did  the  modes  of  operation  of  these 
bands  seem  to  be  much  alike  t  Did  they  generally  go  out  in  considerable  numbers, 
and  in  disguise,  and  in  the  night  time  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  there  was  any  general  custom  about  it,  because  I  have 
onhr  b^ir    of  some  four  or  five  instances  of  the  whole4hing. 

Questiod  As  yon  have  heard  of  these  things,  was  the  general  description  of  them 
mneh  alike  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  any  description  of  them  except  that  they  were  disguised  men 
wearing  masks  and  cloaks.    That  is  about  all  I  have  heard  of  them. 

Question.  Against  what  class  of  persons  were  these  evil  doings  generally  directed  t 

Answer,  Do  yon  mean  against  persons  of  what  color  f 

Question.  Were  they  generally  directed  against  colored  people,  or  white  people  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  kiiow  that  there  was  any  distinction  in  that  regard ;  so  far  as  I  have 
heard,  they  have  been  exercised  on  both  black  and  white  people. 

Question.  Did  there  seem  to  be  any  choice  of  political  parties  f  Did  these  men  seem 
to  do  violence  to  men  of  one  party  rather  thdn  the  other? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  I  have  heard  of  more  acts  of  violence  being  perpetrated 
by  disguised  men  on  colored  men,  or  w^ite  republicans,  than '  on  any  other  class  of 
people.  But  these  outrages  have  been  committed  indiscriminately  by  colored  men 
on  colored  men,  and  by  cmored  men  on  white  men. 

Questum.  Have  not  the  latter  classes  of  cases  been  very  few  and  rare  in  coraparisoa 
with  the  whole  number  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  have  not  been  very  few.     , 

Question.  Yon  said  you  heard  of  two  instances? 

Answer.  I  E>aid  I  knew  of  two  instances. 

Quesiipn.  Have  you  heard  of  any  more  instances  where  men  have  gone  out  iu  dis- 
guise? 

Answ&.  Oh  no,  sir ;  not  in  disguise,  but  in  bodies. 

Question.  1  am  speaking  of  these  bands  of  disguised  men  who  seem  by  common  par- 
lance  to  have  got  the  name  of  Ku-Klux  bands. 

25 
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Answer.  My  impression  is  that  that  word  "  Ka-Klus'^  was  a  word  ibTenied  for  polit- 
ical purposes.  It  does  not  belong,  so  far  as  I  know,  to  any  particnlar  doss  of  badmeD, 
bat  IS  a  word  that  is  now  used  to  signify  the  violation  of  law  by  men  in  disgaiae. 

Question,  If  you  have  studied  the  derivation  of  that  word  at  all,  and  know  bnw 
it  did  originate,  have  you  not  understood  that  it  is  a  term  of  desig^tion  wbieli  tlieee 
bands  themselves  have  adopted  f 

Answer,  I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  in  my  life.  I  thonght,  and  I  still  think,  it  is 
a  word  which  has  sprung  up  and  has  been  a  term  of  reproach  attempted  to  be^Mtened 
by  one  party  on  another  or  a  portion  of  another  party. 

.  Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  think  it  is  a  sort  of  mickname  which  the 
republicans  have  got  up  to  cast  odium  on  the  democrats  f 

Ansicer,  I  do.    That  is  my  belief.         * 

Question,  Yon  do  not  believe  that  all  these  repeated  instances  of  outrage  by  tbis  class 
of  men  are  an  invention  f 

Anaicer,  1  believe  there  have  been  a  good  many  instances  of  a  very  great  oatrage. 

Question.  In  the  case  of  these  outrages  committed  by  these  bands  of  men  in  disguise 
in  different  portions  of  the  State,  have  not  their  threats  of  mischief^  so  far  as  yon  have 
heard,  been  generally  directed  against  republicans,  either  white  or  colored  f 

Answer.  I  have  already  answered  that  tbe  majority  of  outrages,  so  far  as  I  kiiew^  in 
my  particular  section  of  country,  were  per])etrated  against  black  and  white  xepobU- 
cans. 

Question.  How  do  you  account  for  that  t    Have  you  any  theory  about  it  T 

Anstcer.  I  account  for  it  from  the  fact  that  the  white  men  of  any  communi^  are 
generally  bolder  men  than  tbe  colored  race,  and  that  a  bad  set  of  white  men  wmud  be 
more  likely  to  do  that  sort  of  violence  than  a  bad  set  of  black  men,  thongh  they  weald 
both,  no  doubt,  be  inolined  to  engage  in  the  same  business.  It  is  the  difference  in  tbe 
boldness  of  the  races. 

(luestion.  Do  you  think  that  these  things  have  been  designed  to  affect  tbe  veto  of 
the  colored  people  in  your  State  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  they  have  had  any  such  purpose  whatever.  « I  betiere 
they  ure  the  manifestations  of  a  bad  system  carried  on  by  bad  men  for  the  poipose  of 
punish  ing  what  they  call  crimes. 

/^huHUon.  In  a  great  many  instances,  have  not  these  acts  of  violence  been  dene 
aj^irtu":*!  peoj>le  who  were  not  charged  with  any  crime  f 

4^tinar.  1  do  not  remember  any  such  case.  I  do  not  remember  an  instance  in  which 
there  w.u4  iiot  some  charge,  real  or  pretended. 

Qucstiotf..  ^^>ur  ide^  tiien  is  that  these  proceedings  are  a  mode  those  men  hate 
adopted  to  rni.c  into  their  own  hands  the  punishment  of  somebody  who  oogbt  to  he 
pimished  for  8i)iJiothiug  f 

Answer.  1  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  jUBt  the  same  sort  of  an  idea  as  that  upon  whieh 
the  Kegulatora  in  Texas  and  the  Vigilance  Committee  in  California  acted.  It  is  in 
undertaking  to  administer  the  law  by  a  mob. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  instances  where  life  has  been  taken  by  these  dis- 
guised men  f 

Anstcer.  Several— <][nite  a  number.  I  can  name  them,  if  you  desire  it.  The  imis 
have  not  come  within  my  own  knowledge ;  but  I  have  information  on  which  I  rely. 

Question.  State  the  instances  that  you  remember  with  the  particulars  of  eaeh  caae^ 

Ansicer.  There  were,  as  I  remember,  five  men — one  white  man  and  four  negroes* 
killed  by  a  mob  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cross  Plains  or  Pay  tona,  on  the  Selma,  B«Be 
and  Dalton  Railroad.  I  do  not  remember  the  names  of  the  colored  men ;  the  white 
man  was  named  Luke. 

Qutstion.  About  what  time  was  that  t 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  the  time  with  accuracy ;  but  it  was  in  1869  or  1870. 

Question.  State  substantially  what  you  understand  to  have  been  the  facts  of  that 
case. 

Answer.  I  have  heard  that  there  was  sohie  firing  on  a  congregration  of  people  going 
out  of  church  one  night,  and  that  some  colored  men,  chargMl  with  having  sooMtiiiBg 
to  do  with  it,  were  arrested  by  the  officers  and  put  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff;  and  this 
man,  Luke,  was  chai^^ed  with  teaching  that  style  of  conduct  to  people  where  be  Hved. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  Luke  was  also  in  charge  of  the  sheriff  on  some  allegatm 
or  other.  Tbese  men  were  taken  by  the  mob  and  hung ;  they  were  taken  by  focee 
from  the  sheriff  in  the  night-time. 

Question.  By  a  band  of  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  by  a  number  of  men  in  disguise. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  in  whose  employment  the  white  man  was  f 

Answer.  I  have  understood  he  was  in  the  employment  of  the  Selma,  Rooie  and  Dal- 
ton Railroad,  and  was  teaching  school  at  or  near  Paytona. 

Qttesiion.  A  colored  school! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  the  substance  of  the  casef 
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Ammo&r,  That  is  the  general  outline  of  what  I  have  heard  in  reference  to  it. 
Qw^aitm,  State  another  instance. 

Amswer,  You  desire,  as  I  understand,  that  I  shall  speak  only  of  killings  by  disguised 
inenf 

QueMion,  Tea,  sir. 

Answer,  There  was  a  killing,  as  I  am  informed,  of  a  young  man  named  Boyd,  at 
Eutaw,  in  Greene  County,  Alabama,  by  a  body  of  disguised  men. 
Qnestian,  He  was  the  solicitor  of  Greene  County  ? 

Anstccr,  Yes,  sir  j  I  think  he  was  the  county  solicitor.  I  have  been  informed  that 
<)uite  a  number  of  x>er8ons  galloped  up  to  the  hotel  where  he  was  boarding,  and  a  por- 
tion of  them  dismounted,  went  into  the  room  where  he  was,  took  him  out,  and  mur- 
dered him  in  a  very  brutal  manner. 

QuestUm*  Wit}i  what  did  von  understand  Boyd  was  charged  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  what  his  killing  was  for.    I  have  been  informed  that  he  was 

the  county  solicitor,  and  that  he  was  engaged  in  prosecuting  some  men  for  committing 

some  heinous  offenses ;  that  he  had  made  threats  about  what  he  would  do  and  boasts 

of  his  beingable  to  convict  certain  parties ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  ever  named. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  it  charged  that  Mr.  Boyd  had  done  anything  except  what 

is-aa  his  duty  as  an  officer  of  the  law,  to  prosecute  people  who  had  been  guilty  of  crime? 

Avtswer,  O,  yes,  sir.    I  have  heard  that  he  was  a  man  who  sold  the  administration 

of  the  law,  as  many  others  do  there.    They  let  a  man  off  when  he  will  pay  for  it,  and 

prosecute  him  for  vengeance  when  they  are  dis]K>sed  to  do  so. 

Question,  That  is  a  new  feature  in  that  case. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  case  except  what  I  hear  of  it.  Mr.  Boyd, 
aceording  to  reputation,  was  a  very  bold,  vindictive  man. 

Qvestitm.  Do  you  mean  to  have  us  understand  that,  according  to  what  you  have 
heard,  he  was  killed  on  account  of  misconduct  in  office  f 

AiMiwer.  O,  no,  sir ;  I  do  not  mean  that.  I  mean  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  Mr. 
Boyd  was  killed  in  order  to  gratify  the  malice  of  his  enemies,  and  to  prevent  the  pros- 
ecution of  individuals. 

Question,  To  prevent  the  bringing  of  other  unlawful  acts  to  punishment? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.    I  think  ftom  what  I  have  heard  that  in  all  probability  the  motives 
v^ere  combined — that  the  object  was  both  to  gratify  malice  and  to  prevent  prosecu- 
tions. 

Question,  He  was  prosecuting  some  men  for  acts  of  this  same  character,  and  prosecu- 
ting them  vigorously  and  zealously.  Did  you  hear  any  more  than  that,  unless  it  was 
that  he  was  so  indiscreet  as  to  talk  about  his  purposes  with  reference  to  the  enforce- 
Boent  of  thelawf 

Answer,  I  have  heard  generally  that  he  was  prosecuting  certain  parties  with  a  great 
deal  of  zeal  and  a  great  deal  of  bitterness. 

Question*  Parties  who  were  charged  with  unlawful  acts  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  charged  with  very  heinous  crimes. . 
Question,  If  you  have  stated  the  substance  of  that  case,  state  another. 
Answer,  I  do  not  remember  any  other  special  feature  connected  with  that  case.    I 
have  heard  persons,  in  speaking  of  it,  connect  Mr.  Boyd  with  a  killing  many  years 'ago. 
I  do  not  know  of  any  connection  which  that  has  with  his  assassination,  though  I  have 
hejund  it  mentioned  as  a  probable  cause.    I  have  never  been  able  to  see  any  connection 
niyselfl    I  reside  at  some  distance — fifty  miles  or  more — ^from  the  scene  of  that  occur- 
reneo. 

Question,  These  bands  of  disguised  men,  on  a  great  many  occasions,  whipped  or  beat, 
or  otherwise  maltreated  persons  without  killing  them.  Is  not  that  class  of  cases  much 
more  numerous  than  cases  of  killing  ?  ,  '  • 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  it' is  not.  I  know  of  but  few  cases  of 
either  sort  where  the  acts  were  done  by  disguised  men. 

Question,  I  understand  you  to  think  that  in  all  these  cases  the  violence  grew  out  of 
some  personal  resentment,  or  it  was  committed  with  a  view  to  punish,  by  mob-law, 
somebody  vjho  was  charged  with  some  offense  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  or  to  gratify  the  malice  of  the  particular  individuals  engaged  in  it. 
OuesOon,  Have  these  transactions  by  bodies  of  disguised  men  grown  at  all  out  of  the 
feeling  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  government  of  your  State  ? 

Answer,  I  suppose  that  has  had  something  to  do  with  them,  or  rather  that  these 
wrongs  which  nave  been  inflicted  on  the  people  of  our  section  have  been  ma<lo  a  pre- 
text tor  the  acts  of  bad  men  in  administering,  or  attempting  to  administer,  punish- 
ment.   I  suppose  that  has  been  to  some  extent  a  pretext. 

Question,  Do  you  think  that  that  was  the  real  purpose  or  motive,  or  was  it  merely 
alleged  as  an  excuse  to  cover  up  something  else  ? 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  a  mere  excuse — a  mere  subterfuge. 

Question,  You  do  not  think  that,  in  point  of  fact,  any  of  those  things  were  the  occa- 
sion of  these  lawless  acts  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  they  were  the  occasion;  I  think  that  probably  they 
aggravated  them  by  giving  this  pretence. 
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Question,  They  alleged  as  an  excuse  something  which  they  thought  the  white  peo- 
ple would  generally  accept  7 

Angwer,  It  was  an  attempt  on  their  part,  so  far  as  I  know,  to  get  the  countenance  of 
the  better  class  of  people  to  sueb  acts  of  outrage.    In  other  words,  it  was  a  cloak. 

Question.  Dp  you  think  that,  in  consequence  of  this  pretext  being  set  up,  these  acts 
of  violence  have  been  looked  upon  with  any  more  favor,  or  that  there  has  been  any  lesa 
disposition  to  prosecute  them,  and  bring  them  to  trial  and  punishment  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  believe  it.  I  believe  an  honest  citizen  will  discharge  his  dut^j^witli- 
out  any  r^ard  to  such  things. 

Queetum,  As  a  general  thing,  have  tbe  acts  done  by  these  bands  of  men  been  punished 
in  any  way  T 

Answer,  So  far  as  I  know,  I  do  not  remember  a  case;  but  my  belief  is,  that  the  rea- 
son they  have  not  been  punished  is  because  they  could  not  be  detected. 

Question,  Because  the  men  weut  in  disguise  7  * 

Answer.  Not  only  because  they  went  in  disguisci  but  that  they  took  such  precautionB 
as  other  criminals  do  to  avoid  detection. 

Question,  Do  you  not  think  that  the  failure  to  prosecute  this  class  of  ofTenses  has  been 
to  a  considerable  extent  on  account  of  the  feai*  that  this  very  organization  created  in 
the  community,  so  that  men  did  not  endeavor  to  bring  the  offenders  to  punishment  for 
fear  of  incurriug  the  displeasure,  and  perhaps  the  vicuence  of  this  class  of  men  7 

Answer,  1  do  not  so  judge.  I  believe  that  the  men  who  commit  these  outrages  would 
be  punished,  with  absolute  certainty,  if  they  could  be  discovered,  and  that  it  would  be 
done  as  effectually  as  it  couhl  be  done  to-day  in  Vermont. 

Question,  Do  you  thiuk  there  bas  been  as  much  vigilant  endeavor  on  the  part  of  re- 
spectable people  of  your  State  to  ferret  out  and  punish  this  class  of  offenses  as  ordinary 
crime  7 

Answer,  1  think  so.  I  will  say,  however,  that  our  officers  who  conduct  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  law  are  to  some  degree  separated  from  the  white  people,  as  a  £[eneral 
thing,  and  it  may  be  that  there  is  not  tliat  kind  of  intercourse  between  the  citizenB 
and  the  officers  that  there  ought  to  be.  When  a  man  is  known  to  sell  public  justice  to 
who  ever  pavs  the  most  for  it,  citizens  desiring  to  have  the  law  enforced  will  be  slow 
to  go  to  him  ibr  that  purpose ;  and  t^ere  are  instances  in  our  State  (and  they  are  not 
at  all  nnfirequent)  wh^e  that  sort  of  thing  has  been  done.  It  may  be  that  citixeai 
hav/O  been,  to  some  extent,  remiss  on  that  point ;  but  so  far  as  regardjB  a  desire  to  pou- 
ish  these  criminals,  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  exists. 

Question.  When  yon  speak  of  *' selling  public  justice,''  do  you  mean  the  charge  to 
apply  to  prosecuting  officers,  solicitors,  &e.  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  those  are  the  men  who  mainly  conduct  that  business. 

Question.  Do  you  intend  your  observation  to  apply  to  that  class  of  officers  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  what  I  mean. 

Question.  Are  you  willing  to  give  us  the  names  of  any  of  them  7 

A'nstcer,  I  can  state  them  if  it  is  desired.  You  can  get  the  names  ftom  the  reoordd 
down  there — from  indictments  for  the  very  thing  itself. 

Question.  Have  some  of  them  been  indicted  for  corrupt  practices  in  office  f 

Ansioer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  some  of  them  have  been  indicted. 

Question.  And  tried  and  convicted  7 

Ansicer.  1  do  not  remember  any  instance  where  a  man  has  been  convicted  7 

Question.  Then  you  mean  that  there  are  allegations  of  tbat  character  against  them! 

Answer.  There  are  indictments— quite  a  number — indictments  found  by  a  grand  juipy* 

Question.  In  any  cases  of  that  class,  have  you  yourself  any  persomU  knowledge  4b 
reference  to  the  facts  7 

Answer,  Oh,  yes,  sir ;  I  have  personal  knowledge  of  some  of  them ;  I  do  not  know  oi 
the  bribe  being  given ;  but  I  have  that  sort  of  personal  knowledge  that  a  practieing 
lawyer  engaged  m  a  court  and  familiar  with  the  causes  has,  when  he  sees  great  erimin^ 
go  out  of  court  without  punishment,  by  the  consent  o^  the  solicitor.  That  sort  of  know- 
ledge I  have — ^a  large  amount  of  it. 

Question.  To  what  particular  officer  do  yon  refer  in  that  connection  7 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  solicitor  of  my  county. 

Question.  What  is  his  name  7        ,  t 

Answer.  Do  you  desire  that  I  shall  state  it  7  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  do  so. 

Question.  State  it. 

Answer.  Jasper  N.  Haney. 

Question.  We  have  no  desire  to  cover  up  the  rascality  of  anybody. 

Answer.  I  have  no  desire  to  cover  it  up ;  but  I  did  not  wish  to  make  public  hefe^ki  * 
place  where  it  wUl  be  printed,  the  particular  offenses  of  individuals  who  have  not  bcea 
convicted. 

Question.  I  intended  to  have  you  understand  that  if  you  felt,  yourself,  any  deUcaejr 
about  it,  I  would  not  press  the  inquiry.  So  far  as  my  own  feeling  and  deeire  are  coo* 
cemed,  I  want  every  rascal  of  every  party  as  publicly  and  generally  known  as  potsihle. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  if  we  had  th^law  admimstered  by  you  in  that  spirit  in  Ala- 
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boma,  there  would  be  no  snch  thing  there  as  these  disorders.    The  bad  men  of  both 
parties  would  be  brought  to  trial. 

Question.  I  wish  to  put  an  inqairy  to  you  in  referenoe  to  the  Alabama  election  law. 
By  your  law  every  man  when  ne  registers  has  to  swear  to  all  the  particulars  of  his 
qualifications  as  a  voter  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  registration  oath,  as  we  call  it. 

Qu^ion.  And  If  he  swears  feUsely)  he  is  liable  to  be  punished  the  same  as  for  any 
other  peijury  I 
.  Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  of  course  he  is  liable  to  punishment  for  peijuir. 

Question,  I  have  had  some  controversy  with  some  members  of  the  Alabama  bar  in 
reference  to  that  law.  Some  of  them  have  testified  that  a  man  was  just  as  liable  to  be 
punished  for  challenging  a  person  not  a  voter  as  for  challenging  one  properly  qualified. 

Answer,  I  say  the  letter  of  the  law  is  against  the  challenge  in  any  shape,  ana  that  if 
the  man  challenged  happens  to  be  a  voter,  the  penalty  will  certainly  be  mcurred.  Bat 
if  he  does  not  happen  to  oe  a  voter,  in  my  opinion,  a  judge  acquainted  with  the  correct 
rules  for  interpreting  statutes  would  not  liave  him  convicted. 

Qviestium.  I  am  very  glad  to  find  one  Alabama  lawyer  agreeing  with  me.  We  have 
been  told  by  some  gentlemen  of  the  bar  from  your  8tate,  that  where  a  man  has  voted 
once  and  offers  to  vote  again,  a  man  objecting  to  his  voting  a  second  time  at  that  elec- 
tion will  be  liable  to  be  punished  under  that  law.  ^ 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  that  is  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  I  think  it  is  the  spirit,  too,  if  the 
person  challenging  happens  to  make  a  mistake  and  the  man  has  not  voted  before. 

Questicn,  But  if  the  man  has  already  voted  once  he  has  exercised  his  right  to  the  full 
extent  to  which  he  is  entitled  by  the  law  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  My  opinion  of  the  law  is  that  if  a  man  is  not  a  voter  or  not  entitled 
to  vote,  the  person  challenging  him  could  not,  by  a  proper  construction,  be  convicted ; 
bat  if  the  man  who  makes  Sie  challenge  makes  .a  mistake,  however  honestly  and 
fairly — if  the  man  whom  he  believes  not  entitled  to  vote  is  really  qualified 

Question,  You  think  he  challenges  at  his  peril  f 

Answer.  He  does,  undoubtedly,  in  my  opinion. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

QuesUon,  Simpose  a  challenge  is  offered,  will  not  the  judges  of  election  rule  that  the 
chjulenge  shall  not  be  received  f 

Answer,  It  has  alwavs  been  the  practice,  so  far  as  I  have  known,  not  to  challenjj^e, 
except  in  one  particular  instance.  I  have  known  a  great  many  votes  to  be  ts^&a  in 
where  the  judges  knew  that  the  men  voting  were  not  qualified ;  and  I  believe  it  was 
done  honestly,  in  many  instances,  under  the  oelief  that  the  officers  of  the  election  were 
bound  to  take  the  votes  because  the  men  were  registered ;  and  I  do  not  know  of  any 
madiin^ry  of  the  law  by  which  they  can  try  that  question. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

QuestunL  Except  to  contest  the  election  f 

Answer,  I  mean,  try  the  question  of  a  man's  right  to  vote. 

Question,  At  the  polls! 

Answer,  At  the  polls  or  otherwise. 

Question,  I  think  that  is  the  true  construction  of  your  law;  that  it  did  not  intend 
{bat  any  man  regularly  registered  should  be  prevented  from  voting.  They  rely  upon 
pttnishing  him  fDr  false  swearing  in  the  registration,  and  leave  the  candidate  to  his 
remedy  by  a  contest  f 

Ansufer,  The  law  opens  a  very  wide  field  for  frauds  in  elections  and  takes  away 
Almost  every  one  of  the  safeguards  except  the  oath  of  the  voter. 

Question,  Those  gentlemen  from  your  State  who  have  thought  that  the  election  offl- 
oers  or  anybody  elie  would  not  be  entitled  to  prevent  a  man  from  voting  twice  have, 
in  your  opinion,  given  the  law  too  sweeping  a  construction  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  of  any  means  by  which  such  a  thing  can  be  prevented 
except  at  the  same  poll ;  because  that  is  the  only  place  at  which  any  information  can 
be  had  by  the  managers  as  to  the  fact  that  the  person  has  already  voted.  I  presume 
tbat  if  a  man  shouldofifer  to  vote  a  second  ti^e  at  the  same  poll,  the  managers  would 
of  course,  if  they  knew  it,  have  a  right  to  reject  his  vote. 

Question.  The  managers  at  another  poll  would  have  just  the  same  right  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  because  how  can  they  get  the  information  f 

Question,  I  mean  if  they  had  the  information  f 

Answer,  But  they  have  not  got  it ;  and  the  law  provides  no  means  by  which  they 
oaB  get  it. 

Mr.  Blair.  You  are  not  allowed  to  challenge  and  assert  the  fact  that  a  man  has 
already  voted. 

Mr^  Poland.  I  do  not  think  the  prohibition  of  a  challenge  extends  to  that  case. 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  it  does;  but  still  that  is  the  practical  working  of  the  law. 
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By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QucKtion.  What  would  be  the  effect  upon  yonr  people,  as  re^rds  the  restoration 
good  l-'flin^,  if  a  general  amnesty  shoald  be  granted  for  all  political  offenses  T 

Anstnr.  I  believe  that  such  a  measure  would  tend  to  restore  good  feeling  on  t' 
j)art  of  t  he  people  of  the  South  toward  those  who  have  charge  of  the  Governme 
there.  I  believe  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
have  us  at  the  South  good  citizens  without  our  fhll  restoration  to  equality  before  t 
law,  with  the  whole  people  of  the  country,  except  so  far  as  there  may  be  punishnu 
for  crimes  of  which  parties  are  duly  convicted.  We  never  will  willingly  sabmit 
degradation  ;  and  this  is  a  source  of  constant  irritation.  I  will  say  furthermore,  th 
as  a  general  rule  the  people  in  the  South,  (when  I  say  the  people  I  speak  of  the  wfai 
people,  because  it  has  been  the  custom  so  to  s]>eak,)  will  submit  to  the  Grovemment 
the  United  States,  and  they  have  no  idea,  so  tar  as  I  have  ever  heard,  of  queetion' 
its  authority  in  any  other  way  than  by  votes  or  in  the  courts.  But  they  consider  th 
selves  as  wronged  in  a  manner  directly  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Government  by 
being  punished  without  ever  having  been  convicted  of  any  crime ;  and  many  of  us  an 
punished  really  without  having  been  guiltv  of  any  crime  in  the  estimation  of 
the  men  who  punish  us.  We  are  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  selecting  for  oarselrei 
such  rulers  as  we  would  like  to  choose ;  and  in  that  way  we  are  punished.  I  do  not 
think .thaf  individual  acts  of  amnesty  do  any  good.  I  believe  they  are  really  an  io- 
jury  tM  our  jpeople.  The  evil  of  which  we  complain  is  not  the  fact  that  any  particubf 
man  is  deprived  of  any  rights ;  it  is  the  degradation  attempted  to  be  fastened  upon  m 
bv  saying  that  we  hd^ve  not  the  same  civil  or  political  rights  as  people  in  other  sections 
01  the  country. 

Question.  I  believe  you  illustrated  the  idea  a  while  ago  by  saying  that  jou  complain 
of  the  local  degradation  attached  to  you  as  citizens  of  Alabama,  and  which  the  saoM 
individuals  would  not  suffer  if  residing  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  for  instance.  Is  that 
the  idea  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  In  other  words,  you  complain  of  a  degradation  being  attached  to  the  very 
fact  of  residing  in  the  State  of  Alabama  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  to  citizenship)  there.  We  feel  that  we  have  been  guilty  of  no 
crime ;  and  that  if  we  have  been  guilty  of  crime  the  general  spirit  of  the  Constitnticn} 
of  the  United  States  and  of  this  uovernnient  is  that  no  human  being  has  any  right  t« 
punish  that  crime  except  through  a  conviction  in  a  court  of  justice.  We  believe  thai 
that  is  not  only  a  principle  of  Justice,  but  a  correct  principle  of  law. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Is  not  that  the  very  language  of  the  Constitution  f 

Anstoer,  Well,  you  know  the  Constitution  imposes  this  punishment;  and  in  that  waj 
men  quibble  out  of  this  great  wrong. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Have  not  your  people  been  greatly  irritated  by  individuals— officers  of  tbe 
Freedmen's  Bureau  and  men  known  as  ^'carpet-baggers''— coming  down  there  and  obtain* 
ing  authority  over  yon,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  but  to  put  money  Id 
their  own  pockets,  and  assuming  that  the  Gk)vernment  was  backing  them  and  authOT- 
izing  them  to  oppress  you  for  their  individual  benefit  f 

Ansnoer,  I  have  no  doubt  that  tBat  class  of  men  have  done  ns  a  great  injury,  not 
only  bv  the  direct  wrongs  they  have  inflicted  on  ns,  but  also  as  haviug  been  the  ocea- 
sion  of  our  displays  of  undignified  temper.  I  would  like  to  refer  to  one  very  great  mis- 
apprehension in  reference  to  the  situation  of  a  man  coming  to  Alabama  &om  another 
section  of  the  country. 

Question,  Give  us  your  view  on  that  subject. 

Answer.  Individuals  come  to  Alabama — some  of  them  honest  men  and  well  esteraied 
where  they  came  from ;  others  of  a  very  different  character  j  a  large  proportion  of 
them,  so  far  as  I  have  had  any  j^ersonal  knowledge  or  information,  of  the  latter  class ; 
neither  of  them,  however,  showing  to  the  community  in  which  thoy  settle  any  indica- 
tion or  evidence  of  their  standing  among  their  neighbors  at  home ;  and  although  a  man 
may  conduct  himself,  for  the  tune  he  is  there,  fairly  and  honestly  and  uprightly,  no 
man  in  the  community  knows  by  any  correct  information  who  he  is;  and  he  is  not 
received  into  society.  This  has  been  made  a  great  charge  against  ns,  though  I  hare 
never  seen  any  regulated  society  on  earth  that  would  receive  any  man  into  it  nnleee  be 
showed  in  some  way  that  he  was  considered  an  honest  man  at  home.  It  has  been 
assumed,  so  far  as  our  social  treatment  of  strangers  and  immigrants  has  been  concerned. 
that  the  fact  of  a  man  belonging  to  the  conquering  element  ought  to  be  a  sufficient 
voucher  for  his  character ;  and.  such  men  have  not  thought  ic  necessary,  as  a  geuenfl 
thing,  to  produce  any  other  voucher  in  the  new  home^hat  they  have  selected  for  them- 
selves. Where  a  man  has  come  to  our  country  and  conducted  himself  with  proptte^, 
and  has  shown  to  the  people  by  any  e^dence  worthy  of  credence  that  he  was  an  Maest 
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citiren  where  he  came  from,  he  has  been  Teceived,  so  far  as  I  know,  with  a  certain 
■^1  degree  of  hospitality.    It  has  not  been  as  cordial  asitwooldbe  toward  one  comiofl; 

from  another  direction;   bnt  it  has  certainly  been  respectful,  courteoos,  and  kind, 

whether  the  man  was  a  republican  or  a  democrat.  I  know  numbers  of  gentlemen  who 
..  have  come  down  there  and  held  ofiSce — ^high  office.  They  were  gentlemen  at  home  and 
.they  made  it  known  there;  aud  although  they  were  decided  republicans,  they  were 

received  in  society  almost  as  well  as  any  of  our  citizens.    We  do  not  discouDtenance  a 

.  man  merely  because  he  is  a  republican  ;  but  there  is  a  prejudice  against  that  class  of 

^    people  oomine  there,  because  of  the  numerous  vicious  men  who  have  settled  among  us, 

,  aud  oppressed  us  under  the  forms  of  law.    I  could  name  several  distinguished  repub- 

w  lican  gentlemen  residing  in  Alabama,  who  were  gentlemen  at  home,  and  are  recognized 

...  and  treated  as  gentlemen  there — ^honest,  direct  men,  attending  to  their  own  business, 

discharging  their  official  duties,  and  not  prostituting  their  places  for  the  purpose  of 
..  manufacturing  political  capital,  as  is  done  in  numbers  of  other  instances. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Qu£8tUm.  Were  you  in  the"  confederate  army  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was. 

Question.  What  position  did  you  hold  T 

Answer,  I  went  into  the  confederate  army  as  a  m^jor  of  infantry,  and  L  became  a 
brigadier  general. 

Queaiion.  You  are  yourself  under  disabilities  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  under  Hisability  as  a  former  solicitor  and  judge. 

Question.  If  you  were  residing  in  Vermont,  you  would  be  under  the  same  disabilities, 
would  you  not  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  I  am  individually  concerned,  I  would. 

Question,.  What  is  it  that  the  people  of  Alabama  complain  of  as  a  local  discrimina- 
tion wliich  would  not  attach  to  them  in  another  part  of  the  Union  f 

Anstoer.  The  local  government  of  the  State  of  Alabama  is  iiyposed  on  the  people  of 
that  particular  locality  without  their  consent.  They  have  never  consented,  either  to 
the  form  of  government,  or  to  the  selection' of  those  who  hold  the  offices.  In  other 
words,  our  government  has  been  manufactured  by  Federal  authority  and  without  the 
consent  of  the  people. 

Question.  You  consider  that  as  the  great  source  of  irritation  f 

Answer.  0,  no^  I  did  not  say  that.  I  said  that  was  one  of  the  causes.  The  great 
source  of  irritation  is  the  degradation  attempted  to  be  heaped  upon  our  people  by  the 
authority  of  the  Government. 

Question,  You  mean  in  that  way  f 

Answer.  No,  I  do  not  mean  in  tnat  way  alone. 

Qtiestion.  In  what  other  ways  f 

Answer.  There  are  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  in  my  opinion,  as  many  as  five  thousand, 
probably  ten  thousand  men  who  have  no  right  to  hold  any  office.  State  or  Federal,  in 
the  United  States.  We  consider  that  as  simply  an  act  of  tyranny  contrary  to  the  con- 
tract made  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  that  it  is  done  in 
wantonness  and  without  any  purpose  other  than  to  maintain  that  sort  of  excitement 
which  exists  in  the  Northern  States,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  one  particular  political 
party  to  control  the  Gk>vemment.    This  is  our  beUef. 

Question.  You  would  not  have  it  understood  that  these  five  or  ten  thousand  gentle- 
men who  are  disqualified  to  hold  office  are  the  people  who  are  guilty  of  these  outrages 
committed  by  men  in  disguise? 

Answer.  I  never  said  anything  of  the  sort.  But  I  am  satisfied  that  the  men  who  are 
disqualified,  if  they  had  not  been  disqualified,  and  if  they  could  have'  had  the  control 
of  the  government  of  Alabama,  as  they  would  have  had  in  any  fair  political  transac- 
tion, -would  have  contrived  a  machinery  by  which  those  thines  would  have  become 
imx>oBsible;  because  they  are  not  only  honorable  men,  but  tney  are  men  who  are 
anxiouB  to  preserve  a  spotless  reputation ;  they  not  only  do  not  want  to  be  guilty  of 
crime,  but  they  do  not  want  to  be  suspected ;  they  desire  that  there  shall  be  no  cause 
of  suspicion  ot  their  being  guilty  of  such  outrages.  I  think  if  the  brain  of  the  State 
had  been  allowed  to  control  it,  (and  when  I  say  ''brain''  I  mean  these  men  who  are 
accustomed  to  control,)  those  disorders  would  have  been  very  greatly  mitigated,  not 
because  those  men  encourage  them,  but  because  the  State  is  now  deprived  of  their  ser- 
vices in  the  administration  of  the  law. 

Question,  How  could  those  men,  if  they  had  the  power,  detect  the  men  who  commit 
crimes  in  disguise,  any  more  than  the  men  can  who  now  nave  charge  of  affairs  t 

Answer.  It  is  not  for  me  to  say  how  it  could  be  done ;  but  a  firm  officer,  with  the 
means  of  enacting  laws  and  providing  legal  machinery,  conducted  in  all  its  details  by 
men  experienced  in  such  business,  ought  to  be  able  so  to  provide  that  some  of  them 
would  be  caught  and  pimished,  and  thereby  others  det«rre<L  That  these  crimes  could 
be  prevented  entirely,  I  do  not  believe. 

Question,  You  are  not  under  the  impression,  then,  that,  as  the  goyemment  at  pmseni 
exists  in  Alabama,  life  and  property  are  entirely  safe  f 
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AnstDcr.  Of  course  they  are  not  entirely  safe.  I  do  not  consider  them  eatarely  ^ftfe  in 
any  part  of  the  United  States. 

Question,  Do  you  consider  them  as  safe  in  Alabama  as  they  are  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  t 

Answer,  I  do ;  I  think  they  are  probably  safer  than  in  many  other  parts  of  tb« 
country. 

Qv^iion.  Safer  than  in  some  of  the  Northern  States  f 

Answer,  I  think  so. 

Question.  Then,  what  good  would  it  do  to  let  those  gentlemen  now  disfranchised  take 
charge  of  affairs,  if  life  and  property  are  already  as  ^e  in  that  State  as  they  are  else- 
where f 

Answer,  It  would  remove  a  disgrace.  I  was  going  to  use  too  strong  an  expressioii; 
I  must  moderate  it. 

Question,  1  meant  to  ask  what  good  it  would  do  in  enforcing  the  law  and  protectifig 
life  and  property  ? 

Answer,  It  would  do  good. 

Question,  Howf 

Answer,  The  order  which  I  speak  of  as  prevailing  there  is  the  order  of  a  commnaity 
who  have  upon  thc^m  the  necessity  of  individual  protection — ^the  necessity  of  taking 
care  of  their  property  in  looking  after  these  things.  The  administration  oi  the  law  in 
the  courts  is  passably  well  conducted,  except  in  reft^reuce  to  selling  the  administration 
of  the  criminal  law.  That  is  one  of  the  vices  which  I  have  seen  there.  It  ia  a  vice 
which  I  understand  prevails  to  a  very  great  extent  Ik  other  places — ^possibly  in  this 
eity  and  in  other  cities. 

Question,  How  many  instances  of  that  have  you  known  in  Alabama  T  . 

Answer,  How  many  instances  have  I  kuown  T 

Question,  Or  in  reference  to  how  many  have  you  such  information  as  you. rely  upon  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  think  in  six,  or  eight,  or  ten  counties.  It  is  not  an  unusoal  tmng ; 
it  is  common. 

Question,  Do  those  outrages,  commonly  denominated  KuKlnXv  outrages,  exist  more 
extensively  in  those  particular  counties  than  elsewhere  in  the  State  f  ^ 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  that  they  do.  *'  Ku-Klux ''  is  a  name  given  to  offenses  of  every 
kind  committed  in  secret. 

Question.  By  persons  in  disguise  T 

Answer,  Whether  they  are  disguised  or  not ;  that  makes  no  difference ;  and  it  makes 
no  difference  whether  the  ofienseis  committed  by  a  negro  or  a  white  man,  by  a  demo- 
crat on  a  republican,  or  by  a  republican  on  a  democrat. 

Question,  My  question  was,  whether  those  outrages  are  more  frequent  in  the  counties 
where  you  say  justice  is  sold,  than  in  others. 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  that  they  are. 

Question.  Ton  are  not  able,  then,  to  perceive  that  this  selling  of  justice,  in  some  five 
or  six  counties,  has  had  anything  to  do  in  making  these  outrages  worse  or  more  fre- 
quent t 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  may  have  been  another  pretext  lor 
these  outrages.  People  might  say,  "  If  the  offendars  were  carried  to  court  the  aolidtor 
would  let  them  off.''  That  may  have  been  another  pretext ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  in 
the  particular  localities  where  these  offenses  have  been  committed,  justice  is  more  trifled 
with  than  in  other  places.  What  I  mean  by  the  safety  of  life  and  property  in  Ala- 
bama grows  out  of  the  firm  will  of  the  people  to  have  the  law  administered,  in  contra- 
distinction to  any  special  vigor  of  the  courts  or  the  officers  in  carrying  it  out. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  bands  of  disguised  men  in  other  States  committiBg 
offenses  and  not' being  detected  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  any  great  extent  f  I  mean  outside  of  the  Southern  States. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  0,  yes. 

Question,  In  what  localities  f 

Answer,  Why,  in  Texas :  before  the  war  it  was  a  very  common  thing,  and  it  was  t 
terrible  thing.  It  got  so  that  a  good  man  could  scarcely  live  in  certain  sections  of  the 
country. 

Question,  That  was  a  wild  disorderly  country  before  the  war  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  was  a  very  well-regulated*community  until  this  organization  took 
place. 
.    Question,  At  what  time  did  that  organization  take  place  in  Texas  t 

Answer.  WeU,  I  do  not  recollect  exactly ;  but  the  time  I  am  speaking  of  must  have 
been  about  1846  or  1847.    It  was  shortly  after  the  admission  of  Texas  into  the  Umon. 

Question,  You  are  a  lawyer,  and  jyour  reading  has,  of  course,  made  you  familiar  witb 
the  ^jurisprudence  of  Great  orltam,  from  which  we  derive  our  jurisprudence^  Hare 
you  ever  neard  that  within  the  last  hundred  years  there  have  been  in  various  ooon- 
ties  of  Great  Britain  bands  of  men  who,  in  disguise,  committed  scoui^^inga  and  mv- 
ders,  and  whom  the  authorities  were  not  able  to  detect  ? 
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Answ^,  Great  nmnbers  of  tbeni. 

QuesiiotL  Id  England  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  H^ve  yon  ever  beard  of  ^em  in  the  Northern  States  of  this  ooantry  T 

Answa;  I  do  not  recollect  now  that  class  of  offenses  in  any  of  the  Northern  States, 
except  California,  if  that  may  be  called  one  of  the  Northern  States.  In  England,  in 
Ireland,  and  in  parts  of  Scotland 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  It  seems  to  me  that  this  line  of  examination  is  foreign 
to  the  pnrpose  of  our  inquiry. 

Mr.  Pool.  I  supposed  the  question  was  pointedly  pertinent,  and  th^efore  I  put  it. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr,  Poland.)  To  go  back  one  hundred  years,  and  ini^uire  into  the 
condition  of  6ther  civilised  communities,  seems  to  be  making  a  comparison  founded 
upon  general  historical  knowledge ;  and  Congress,  it  seems  to  me,  has  not  sent -us  out 
npon  such  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  Pool.  Well,  I  will  not  press  the  question.  But  my  idea  was,  that  if  this  state  of 
aflEalrs  is  extraordinary  and  of  recent  oate,  there  must  be  some  extraordinary  cause, 
and  I  wanted  to  get  at  it. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)!  think  the  inquiry  ought  to  be  confined  to  the  con- 
dition of  things  in  the  Southern  States.  Congress  c|^  make  the  historical  comparison 
as  well  as  the  witness  or  we  can. 

Mr.  Pool.  I  will  not  press  the  inquiry. 

QiiestUm,  Did  you  ever  know  or  hear  of  the  Union  Leagues  of  which  you  spoke  going 
in  disguise  and  committing  outrages  T 

Ansyctr,  I  have  not ;  but  I  have  heard  of  members  of  them  doing  it. 

Question.  In  how  many  instances  T 

Answer.  I  have  told  you  of  the  one  in  North  Alabama.  I  have  heard  of  several  otheris 
where  negroes  have  reported  that  they  were  whipped  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket, 
and  by  order  of  the  League.  I  have  heard  of  such  things — numbers  of  them.  I  do  not 
know  of  any  such  fact  within  my  own  knowledge. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  there  have  been  any  Leagues  in  Alabama  since  the 
presidential  election  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  there  have  been  any  Leagues  there  since  the  presidential 
election;  but  I  do  know  that  there  have  been  larae  meetings  of  a  secret  character  in 
the  same  places  where  the  Leagues  were  formerly  held.  I  do  not  know  of  the  existence 
of  the  Leagues  except  as  a  matter  of  information.  The  League  was  a  terrible  machine 
where  I  lived,  according  to  our  understanding  of  it. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  the  whipping  of  necro  girls  by  a  solicit4)r.  Why  did  you  think 
that  that  was  for  the  purpose  of  manufactunng  political  capital  T 

Answer,  Because  he  was  represented  to  be  a  bold  and  bad  fanatic,  who  was  engaged 
in  that  sort  of  work.    That  is  why  I  attribute  it  to  that  cause. 

Question,  Was  he  disguised  T 

Answer,  They  say  that  he  was. 

Question,  Were  any  persons  with  him  T 

Answer.  No  one  was  with  him. 

Question,  Then  he  did  this  act  as  a  single  individual  T 

Ansicer.  A  single  individual. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  these  disguised  organizations  carrying  on  their 
operations  by  only  one  man  T 

Ansu>er,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  one  case ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  worst  cases  that  I  ev^ 
heard  of.  I  have  no  idea  that  there  was  any  organization  about  it ;  but  the  killing  of 
Frank  Diggs,  the  negro  who  was  connected  with  the  mail  on  the  Sehna  and  Meridian 
Bailroad — a  man  of  good  character,  a  man  whom  the  white  people  trusted — was  done 
by  a  man  in  disguise ;  and  it  is  generally  believed  that  it  was  simply  the  act  of  a  ter- 
ribly mean  and  malicious  boy  whom  this  man  had  prosecuted. 

Question,  Was  there  any  person  acting  in  concert  with  him  T 

Ansicer,  Nobody  was  seen ;  and  I  have  no  idea  in  the  world  that  there  was  any  one 
connected  with  him. 

Question.  Was  it  done  in  a  crowd  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question,  Had  the  boy  a  disguise  onT        * 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questton,  Did  he  escape  T 

Answer,  1  f  e  escaped.  * 

Question,  Did  no  man  arrest  him  f 

Answer,  No  man  conld  arrest  him.  He  was  on  the  T^iyside.  It  was  at  a  place  in  the 
woods  where  the  cars  stopped  for  a  supply  of  wood.  While  the  cars  stopped  there  and 
wooded,  as  I  dm  informed,  this  man,  Frank  Diggs,  was  standing  at  his  place  somewhere 
about  tne  mail-car.  Some  noise  was  made  that  attracted  his  attention.  He  stepped  to 
the  door  just  as  the  cars  were  moving  off,  and  a  man  stepped  up  in  disguise  witnin  a 
few  yards  of  him,  shot  him,  and  ran  off  into  Hie  woods.  That  was  about  the  whole  of 
that  transaction. 
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Question,  Did  any  one  suppose  that  that  was  a  crime  oonraiitted  by  an  oi^gaaitatiiAf 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir :  it  has  been  charged  all  over  the  country  that  it  was  a  tonibie 
"  Ku-Klnx  outrage  ;''  and  I  will  say  that  for  the  purpose  of  making  political  oi^il&l  it 
is  the  general  habit  to  charge  every  such  thing  as  a  '^  Ku-Klnx  outrage." 

Question,  Is  it  charged  that  it  was  done  in  pursuance  of  an  order  from  an  orgaiiiza- 
tiont 

Answer.  O,  yes  ;  that  is  the  general  charge  made  in  our  section  of  the  country  by 
our  enemies — men  who  desire  to  slander  us  and  make  us  appear  as  mean  as  they  can. 
An  act  like  that — the  act  of  a  bad,  malicious,  vindictive  boy  committing  a  muxder^-46 
charged  on  the  whole  community  by  our  enemies,  and  I  think  simply  tor  the  pnupoee 
of  making  political  capital ;  for  this  very  occurrence  was  <^arged  in  the  newspapers  of 
the  town  where  I  live  as  being  the  result  of  a  combination  of  the  oonununxty  to 
deprive  this  man,  Frank  Diggs,  of  the  office  he  held. 

Qjuestion,  Was  the  boy  ever  arrested  T 

Anstoer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Has  he  ever  been  found  out  T 

Answer.  He  has  never  been  found  out.  The  one  whom  we  supposed  to  be  the  «rimi« 
nal  has  never  been  seen  since.  That  is  another  reason  why  we  believe  him  to  be  the 
assassin.  # 

Question,  He  has  left  the  community  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  ran  off.  He  has  been  searched  lor  very  diligently ;  and  I  hmwe 
no  doubt  he  has  been  indicted  for  the  murder,  though  I  do  not  know  the  fact.  There 
is  no  means  of  knowing  in  my  State,  legally,  whether  an  indictment  has  been  found  «r 
not,  until  the  party  is  arrested.  The  indictment'  is  not  a  matter  of  rec<wd  until  1^ 
arrest  of  the  party. 

Question.  Of  how  many  cases  of  outrage  in  the  State  of  Alabama  by  men  in  diagMMn 
have  you  any  reliable  information  f    Can  you  approximate  to  the  nnmber  f 

Anstoer.  Well,  sir,  I  should  suppose  twelve  or  hfteen. 

Question.  Twelve  or  fifteen  in  the  whole  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  whole  State,  by  various  parties,  white  and  black,  all  put 
together.    I  am  speaking  of  those  I  have  any  information  about. 

Question,  You  mean  those  you  have  heard  of  from  reliable  sources  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  upon  such  statements  as  I  would  give  credence  to  ordinarily. 

Question.  Do  you  thmk  that  any  act  of  the  United  States  Government  of  which  y«ii 
have  complained  has  any  connection  whatever  with  those  twelve  or  fifteen  oases  t 

Anstoer.  Well,  sir,  I  would  not  like  to  take  the  responsibility  of  tracing  them  to  any 
act  of  the  United  States.  I  think  they  are  the  result  of  a  terrible  war  that  has  lelt  in 
society  at  the  South  a  very  bad  element,  and  has  thrown  in  upon  us  an  equally  vlcioi 
element  as  a  governing  power. 

Question.  Supposing  the  acts  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  have  been 
so  obnoxious  to  the  people  there  as  you  describe  them  to  be,  and  that  these  bad  ele> 
raents  following  the  war  existed  in  your  midst,  or  came  down  among  you,  is  not  the 
result  of  only  some  fifteen  of  these  acts  of  violence  rather  insignificant  f 

Anstoer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  understand  the  question. 

Question.  Taking  in  view  the  legislation  of  which  you  complain  so  bitterly,  and  the 
fact  that  after  a  protracted  and  desperate  war  a  crowd  of  lawless  men  was  tivned 
loose  among  you,  and  another  crowd  of  vicious  men  came  down  there,  is  it  not  rather 
an  >nsignificaut  result  that  there  should  be  only  some  fifteen  of  these  outrages  in  the 
whole  State? 

Anstoer.  I  have  no  idea  but  that  there  have  been  a  great  many  more  cases ;  bat  I  do 
not  know  anything  of  them.  But  it  does  appe,ar  marvelous  that  order  has  been  pee- 
served  in  my  country  as  well  as  it  has  been.  It  has  been  preserved  by  foroe  of  th^ 
stern  will  of  the  public.  It  is  preserved  in  certain  neighborhoods  by  the  will  o€  eae 
man.  I  am  satisfied  it  has  been  preserved  in  my  county  by  the  will  of  the  people^  and 
not  by  the  law.  My  opinion  -is  that  law  can  never  be  efficiently  administerea  in  any 
republican  government  except  by  the  will  of  the  people  themselves. 

Question.  When  you  speak  of  the  people,  do  you  mean  the  white  people,  or  botli  col- 
ored and  white  T 

Anstoer.  I  mean  the  governing  people,  no  matter  who  th^  are,  white  or  blaek. 

Question.  Do  not  all  the  people  of  Alabamarnow  vote  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  all  have  a  right  to  vote.    I  mean  to  say  there  is  no  distino- 
tion.    Every  citizen  of  a  certain  sort  and  within  defined  limits  has  the  right  to 
substantially  every  citizen  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  who  has  not  been 
victed  of  certain  crimes. 

QuesUon.  You  mean  that  no  man  is  disfranchised  from  the  use  of  the  ballot  f 

Answer.  Except  for  crime;  that  was  not  so  by  the  constitution  of  our 
originally  framed,  and  as  Congress  forced  it  upon  us.  It  is  so,  in  my  opinicKn,  by  ^e 
will  of  the  black  people  themselves ;  and  the  governing  reason  why  it  is  so,  is  wlka4  X 
have  stated. 

Question,  Did  not  your  legislature  at  its  very  first  session  take  advantage  aC  ths 
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pffOYiason  of  the  eonstitiitioii  which  allowed  them  to  remove  that  disability^  and 
remove  it  f 

JMmoer,  Yes,  sir;  they  removed  it. 

Question.  At  once  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  at  the  demand  of  the  repnblioan  party,  and  it  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  done  to-morrow  throughout  the  United  States,  if  the  colored  men  in  my 
mate  had  control  of  the  qaestion. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  colored  people  of  Alabama  are  in  favor  of 
general  amnesty  T  % 

Answer.  Without  any  doubt  in  the  world.  The  reason  why  some  men  oppoee  it,  is 
simpJty  for  their  own  mdividual  ends.  The  member  of  Congress  from  my  district  is  a 
colored  man — a  man  of  brains  and  will ;  and  he  is  very  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
removal  of  disabilities,  if  he  could  have  his  way ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  try  to 
have  it,  because  he  is  a  man  of  will. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  He  or  somebod^^  else  carried  a  m^gority  of  the  House  with  him. 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  we  have  been  laboring  and  toiling  so  long  under  these  troubles 
that  I  am  afraid  we  are  not  so  charitable  as  we  ought  to  be,  when  action  so  decided  in 
one  House  is  so  little  regarded  in  the  other  by  members  of  the  same  political  party.  I 
am  afraid  we  are  sometimes  not  so  thankful  as  wo  ought  to  be  for  the  favors  we  do  get. 
QuesiiQn.  Did  the  white  people  of  Alabama,  before  the  reconstruction  policy  of  Con- 
gress went  into  effect  there,  allow  the  colored  men  to  testify  in  the  courts  ?  I  mean 
was  it  done  by  the  State  before  that  time  f 

•  Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  done  by  the  first  legislature  which  assembled  after  the  war; 
that  body  allowed  the  colored  people  to  testify^  in  courts  of  justice  in  all  cases  in 
which  a  colored  maa  had  any  interest ;  but  the  rij^t  was  qualihed ;  it  was  not  given 
in  the  universal  form  in  which  it  is  enjoyed  by  white  men. 
Question.  What  was  the  restriction  f 

Answer.  There  was  no  restriction ;  this  was  an  enlargement,  and  the  enlargement 
was  to  the  extent  I  speak  of.  By  the  law,  as  it  existed  before  the  war,  a  negro  was  not 
a  competent  witness  in  a  court  of  justice  in  any  case  in  which  he  was  to  testify  against 
a  whito  man.  He  w'as  received  as  a  witness  where  any  man  of  his  own  color  was  on 
triaL 

QtiestUm.  You  mean  in  a  State  casef 

Answer.  Of  course.    The  slaves  had  no  civil  suits  in  our  courts  then.    The  first  legis- 
iatttre  after  the  war  provided  that  in  all  cases  in  which  a  negro  was  a  party  it  should 
be  no  objection  to  any  witness  that  he  was  of  mixed  blood  or  a  negro.    In  other  words, 
Buch  persons  were  allowed  to  testify  in  cases  in  which  black  men  had  any  interest. 
Question.  Were  they  allowed  to  sit  upon  a  jury  under  any  circumstances  T 
Answer.  It  was  not  so  ordered  bv  the  law.    But  they  did  sit  upon  the  juries. 
QtiiSslion.  Before  reconstruction  f 

Ainsu)er.  Yes,  sir.    They  sat  ui>on  juries  by  order  of  the  military. 
Question.  Was  that  before  reconstruction  i  ' 

Answer.  It  is  hard  to  know  where  reconstruction  began. 
Question.  Wm  it  before  the  passage  of  the  reconstruction  acts? 
Answer.  It  was  before  that. 

Question.  Did  the  white  people  of  Alabama,  when  they  had  control  of  the  State,  allow 
neCToes  to  sit  on  juries  at  aUf 

Answer.  They  never  did  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution  of  the 
State. 

Question.  If  the^  had  control  of  the  State  now,  do  you  suppose  they  would  suffer 
negroes  to  sit  on  jtuies  f 

Answer.  Without  any  doubt  in  the  world,  so  far  as  I  am  advised. 
Question.  Do  you  think  that  they  would  allow  them  to  testify  in  the  courts  without 
restriction  ? 

Answer.  1  have  no  doubt  of  it — without  any  restriction  whatever. 
Question.  Would  thev  allow  them  to  vote  at  the  ballot-box  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  tnink  they  would  allow  them  to  vote.    But  there  would  be  a  hard 
fight  between  those  in  favor  of  universal  voting  and  those  in  favor  of  a  qualitied  suf- 
fi[«ge.    Mv  opinion  is  that  there  would  be  an  effort  to  impose  some  restrictions,  but  that 
tlie  imposititm  of  restrictions  would  not  ultimately  be  made;  for  this  reason  :  It  could 
not   be  made  except  by  a  general  law  applying  to  all  classes ;  and  although  I  never 
^was  a  politician,  or  engaged  in  any  political  work  myself,  I  have  observed  politicians 
enough  to  know  that  it  takes  a  man  of  very  great  nerve— more  than  we  ordinarily 
iiiHl  in  this  country— to  impose  any  property  or  educational  qualification  on  white 
voters ;  consequently,  as  the  qualification  woiUd  have  to  apply  to  white  voters  as  well 
OA  l>laek,  it  would  not,  in  all  probability,  be  made. 
Question.  Would  they  allow  negroes  to  hold  office  f 
Answer.  1  have  no  doubt  they  would. 
Question,  You  think  they  would  f 
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Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  I  think  they  wooM  allow  them  to  hoM  such  offices  aa  tbe^  «(Mi]d 
get. 

Question.  Then  what  is  the  complaint  of  the  people  of  Alahama  in  rej^ard  ta  the 
reconstmction  policyof  Congress  aa  it  is  now  in  force  T    . 

Anmoer.  That  the  government  was  imposed  on  us  without  our  consent. 

QussUon.  I  am  not  spekking  of  the  origin  of  the  government.  Leaving  thai  o^ 
what  is  the  objection  to  it  now  T 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  we  never  leave  that  oat.  An  American  never  can  and  nevef  will 
leave  oat  of  view  tne  fact  that  a  government  is  impoied  on  him  entirely  without  hti 
consent,  and  that  the  officers  nuder  it  are  elected  without  his  consent. 

Question*  Then  yoa  do  not  complain  so  much  of  the  policy  itself  as  of  the  maaoer 
in  which  it  was  pat  upon  yoa  f 

Ansujor.  The  manner  in  which  it  was  out  upon  as  was  the  great  thing,  of  coone,  so 
far  as  oar  objection  is  concerned.  We  think  it  was  pat  apon  us  in  ntter  defiance  of  any 
rale  of  law.  We  sabmitted  to  the  military.  We  never  questioned  a  militarv  ofder  at 
all ;  and  we  never  complained  to  any  great  extent.  -But  we  do  not  believe  that  onder 
our  form  of  government  there  is  any  human  agency  that  pan  make  a  conatitution  for 
a  State  other  than  the  people  of  the  State. 

Question,  Do  you  think  that  if  that  constitution  were  now  withdrawn,  and  you  were 
allowed  to  fix  up  matters  for  yourselves,  the  white  people  of  the  State  woald  allo«r 
negroes  to  testify  in  the  courts,  to  sit  on  jaries,  to  vote  at  the  ballot-boXf  and  to  hold 
office?  I 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  I  believe  all  those  privileges  would  be  accorded  to  tbe  negro  olti- 
mately.  I  have  no  idea  that  there  will  come  a  time  daring  the  present  form  of  tins 
Government  in  which  there  will  be  any  restriction  on  suffrage  in  any  part  of  the  United 
States  so  £ar  as  it  is  now  enjoyed.  Republican  governments  never  go  backward  into 
any  conservative  restrictions.  They  go  forward  sometimes  into  the  wildeat  forms  of 
democracy. 

Question,  Then  the  manner  in  which  this  constitution  was  imposed  upon  you  is  the 
main  cause  of  complaint  f 

Answer,  I  never  said  that. 

Question,  It  was  one  of  the  main  causes  T 

Answer,  I  have  said  it  was  one  of  the  causes,  and  a  very  considerable  cause. 

Question.  How  long  will  it  be  before  the  people  of  Alabama  will  cease  to  complain  of 
thatt 

Answer,  As  at  present  existing,  never. 

Question,  I  mean  the  manner  in  which  the  constitution  was  imposed  f 

Answer,  Never. 

Question,  Then  there  is  no  remedy  for  the  evil  effect  which  that  act  has,  in  your 
Judgment,  produced  f 

Answer,  To  some  extent,  there  is  a  remedy.  The  only  remedy  I  know,  so  fiu",  is 
either  to  send  officers  there  and  force  us  to  obedience,  or  to  restore  to  the  State  its  equal 
rights  with  the  other  States.  The  Constitution  as  it  now  exists  is  not  the  truth.  We 
are  represented  as  a  system  of  confederated  equal  States.  It  is  not  the  truth  in  my  part 
of  the  countrv.    We  are  not  equal,  and  we  never  shall  be  satisfied  until  we  are  equsL 

Question.  That  is,  you  are  not  equal  because  your  constitution  was  imposed  upon 
you  without  your  consent  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  it  was  imposed  upon  us  without  our  consent.  Not  only  that,  bat 
we  were  deprived  of  the  brain-power  of  the  State  in  making  our  constitution. 

Question,  What,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  the  remedy  for  the  evil  produced  by  that 
state  of  feeling  in  Alabama  f  How  can  this  Government  remedy  it  T  By  submittifig 
the  constitution  again  f 

Answer,  O,  no.  We  do  not  want  to  go  back  into  anarchy.  It  has  been  represented 
that  we  are  in  favor  of  tearing  up  that  constitution  by  the  roots,  upsetting  our  gov- 
ernment, and  declaring  everything  null  and  void  from  the  beginning;.  But  ootsicte  ctf 
our  supreme  court,  I  have  seen  no  indications  of  that  spirit  of  tearing  up  things  by 
the  roots.  We  wish  to  be  accorded  the  riglit  to  have  a  constitution  m<Mel^  acooidinf 
to  the  will  of  the  people,  allowing  the  present  constitution  and  government  to  staad 
just  so  long  as  the  people  do  not  choose  to  alter  it — recognizing  it  and  submitting  to 
it,  although  we  know,  as  a  people,  and  know  as  lawyers,  that  it  is  not  an  enaetecst 
in  any  constitutional  form.  At  least  that  is  our  opinion ;  and  I  have  never  seen  a  law- 
yer in  my  life  who  would  give  an  opinion  to  the  contrary.  I  have  seen  politiciaiis 
who  would  speak  otherwise;  but  I  have  never  heard  any  lawyer,  North  or  South,  who, 
giving  his  opinion  as  a  lawyer,  would  say  differently. 

Question,  Your  present  constitution  provides  that  the  vote  for  govemoTy  aa  well  a4 
perhaps  some  other  State  officers,  may  be  canvassed  as  provided  by  Iaw«  When  there 
was  a  controversy  between  Governor  Smith  and  Governor  Lindsay,  the  T«>te  was 
counted  by  the  legislature  in  violation  of  an  it^unctlon  from  some  court  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  imagine  that  the  chairman  of  this  committee  would  emiJeat 
the  idea  of  a  court  ei^oining  a  legislature.  It  is  a  thing  I  have  never  r^^  of  ta  a^y 
lawbook. 
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Question.  Who  are  the  judges  of  yonr  supreme  court  T 

Amwer,  Judge  E.  Woolsey  Peck 

QvL^Hon.  Was  he  ever  on  the  beuch  before  t  • 

AnmiDcr,  Tes^  sir;  he  was  on  the  bench  before.  He  is  a  man  of  very  decided  learning, 
and  of  very  high  character.  He  is  an  old  and  feeble  man,  but^  as  I  belieye,  a  man  of 
earnest  purpose  to  do  right.  He  is  very  bitter  in  some  of  his  prejudices,  but  is  au 
dtrneet*  honest  roan. 

QiusHon,  Has  he  great  knowledge  of  the  law  f 

Answer.  He  has  had  great  knowledge  of  law,  but  he  is  now,  I  should  suppose,  some 
teventy  years  of  age,  and  rery  feeble. 

Question.  Was  he  on  your  supreme  court  before  the  war  f 

AiMwer.  No,  sir.  ' 

Question,  Was  he  on  the  bench  at  all  before  the  warf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Name  another  judge  of  your  supreme  court  T 

Answer.  Thomas  M.  Peters.  , 

QttesHon,  What  sort  of  a  mair  is  he  t 

The  Chaibman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  What  is  the  object  of  this  line  of  examination.? 

Mr.  Pool.  My  object  is  to  come  to  the 'point  with  regard  to  this  iig unction  which  I 
nnderstand  was  granted  by  the  supreme  court,  and  I  wish  to  inquire  afterward  as  to 
tfao  reason  why  the  legislature  did  not  provide  for  canvassing  this  vote. 

Anstoer.  The  supreme  court  never  granted  the  injunction.  It  was  issued  by  a  judge 
of  the  supreme  court. 

^estion.  Which  judge  T 

Afistter.  Judge  Saffold. 

Question.  I  thought  it  was  issued  by  the  whole  bench  T 

Anstoer.  O,  no,  sir ;  it  never  could  liave  issued  from  the  whole  bench. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  It  was  issued  by  Judge  Saffold  as  chancellor  f 

Answer.  Well,  all  the  judges  exercise  the  chancery  power  of  granting  an  ii^unction 
returnable  in  the  chancery  court. 
.  Question.  Each  judge  is  a  chancellor  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir^  pro  hao  vice.  That  injunction  was  granted  by  a  young  man  who 
is  on  the  supreme  court  bench — a  man  of  good  brain,  who  was  a  man  oi  large  fortune 
before  the  war. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,    Did  not  the  question  come  before  your  supreme  court  at  all  f 
Anstcer.  It  never  did. 

Question,  Can  you  tell  why  the  legislature  did  not  provide  bylaw  for  the  propei 
canvassing  of  that  vote,  so  that  both  parties  might  bu  heard  f 

Ans\cer.  The  constitution  provides  that  in  reference  to  certain  officers,  including  the 
governor,  elections  may  be  cont-ested  in  such  manner  as  is  provided  by  law.  The  con- 
test is  to  be  carried  on  in  the  legislature  it«elf,  in  joint  convention ;  and  there  is  no 
inatiner  necessary  to  be  prescribed  by  law,  except  mere  rules.  The  contest  could  have 
been  made  just  tis  well  in  the  present  shape  of  the  law,  as  it  ever  could  after  provision 
had  been  made  by  law.  The  application  could  have  been  made  to  the  legislature ;  the 
documents  could  have  been  submitted  ;  a  joint  convention  could  have  been  had,  and 
rules  could  have  been  prescribed.  Nothing  but  rules  have  to  bo  prescribed,  because 
tlie  legislature,  in  this  matter,  is  supreme  ;  the  joint  convention  of  the  legislature  can 
make  the  law  as  they  go  on.  It  is  the  legislative  body  that  is  the  judge.  The  objection 
tbat  there  was  no  form  prescribed  by  law  was  simply  an  excuse  for  a  thing  that  was 
attempted  to  be  done  illegally.    That  is  alL 

t^estion,  I  understand  that  the  supreme  court  judge  who  granted  the  injunction 
intcmded  it  to  be  temporary,  until  the  legislature  .could  provide  by  law,  as  the  consti- 
tution required,  for  the  canvassing  of  the  vote.  That  is  the  suggestion  which  luw 
l>een  made  here. 

Jlmmoer.  Well,  sir,  1  don't  know  what  the  judge  meant ;  I  only  know  that  he  enjoined 
til©  legislature,  or  rather  the  president  of  the  senate,  from  counting  the  votes  j  and-that 
-vras  tSe  excuse — that  the  legislature  had  not  provided  the  rules  by  which  the  contest 
ooatdbemade  when,  in  fact,  the  legislature  was  the  court  in  which  the  contest  was  to 
l>o  tried.  I  never  saw  any  foundation  for  any  such  excuse,  and  I  do  not  believe  in  law 
tliet^  is  any  foundation.  I  think  that  Congress,  when  it  has  to  try  any  such  question, 
can  tnake  the  rules  by  which  to  try  it>  unless  provision  has  been  made  in  the  matter 
by  superior  authority. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  any  organization 
o'F  men  whose  object  is  to  resist  the  reconstruction  policy  of  Congress,  by  influencing 
tb^  'votes  especially  of  colored  men  at  the  ballot-box;  that  is,  by  nullifying  by  local 
'^' jolence  the  exercise  of  suffrage  T 

:Attsu:er.  1  do  not  believe  any  such  society  exists  or  ever  did  exist  in  that  State. 
^tiestion.  Do  you  know  of  any  secret  political  organization  in  that  State  at  all,  otbei 
tbe  than  Union  League  f 
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know 

have  any  poiiucai  purposes,    i  oeiieve  rue  union  i^eagne 

political  purpose,  and  that  it  was  prostituted  to  worse  purposes. 

Quesiion.  You  do  not  believe  there  is  any  counter-organization  of  a  political  charac- 
ter in  the  State  T 

Answer.  There  is  a  political  organization  of  the  democrats. 

Question.  I  mean  a  secret  political  organization. 

Anmoer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  heard  of  any  such  thing ;  I  do  not  believe  any  aach 
thing  ever  existed. 

Question.  In  any  portion  of  the  State  of  Alabama  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  in  no  portion  of  the  State. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  that  any  outrage  has  been  committed  by  men  in  di^nifie, 
for  the  purpose  of  influencing  voters,  or  intimidating  them,  prior  to  an  election! 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  it. 

Qtiestion.    You  do  not  believe  that  it  has  been  done,  ^n  any  instance,  in  your  State! 

Ansicer,  No,  sir.  I  believe  that  acts  of  violence  have  been  perpetrated  by  men,  for 
malicious  purposes  of  their  own,  or  for  the  purpose  of  executing  what  they  pretended 
was  the  law,  on  supposed  criminals. 

Question.  Does  this  character  of  violence  of  which  we  are  speaking  produce  any 
state  of  intimidation,  which  keeps  men  from  voting,  or  makes  them  vote  otherwise 
than  they  would  desire  to  vote! 

Answer.  I  have  never  seen  or  known  any  indications  of  it.  The  condition  of  thiocs 
in  West  Alabama— the  gieat  falling  off  of  the  vote  there — was  much  spoken  of  by  the 
republican  press  in  our  Country,  and  also  by  the  republican  leaders.  That  was  one 
of  the  grounds  alleged,  I  think,  in  the  bill  which  Governor  Smith  filed  for  this  injunc- 
tion— that  there  htui  been  that  sort  of  intimidation ;  but  I  never  heard  anything  of  it; 
and  I  inquired  particularly  in  reference  to  that  matter.  I  have  no  doubt  that  that 
violence  in  Eutaw  did  have  an  effect  both  ways.  It  had  an  effect  io  lose  the  democrats 
a  portion  of  the  negro  vote ;  and  it  also  had  an  effect  toward  intimidating  the  negroe; 
it  must  have  had  some  such  effect.    I  have  no  doubt  it  operated  in  both  ways. 

Question.  The  violence  at  Eutaw  was  by  a  mob ;  tliere  was  no  disguise  about  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  was  a  mere  mob  oa  both  sides;  it  was  a  mob  fighting  a  mob. 

Que*ttion.  You  have  no  information  of  any  terrorism  or  alarm  on  the  pait  of  the 
colored  men  in  any  portion  of  the  State  that  would  be  calculated  to  deter  them  from 
exercising  the  elective  franchise  T 

Answer.  I  know  great  numbers  of  instances  where  colored  men  have  been  deterred 
by  colored  men.  It  is  the  common  habit  of  the  country  for  them  to  require  men  of 
their  own  color  to  vote  with  them. 

QwstiBn.  But  you  know  of  no  instance  of  a  condition  of  intimidation  and  terrorism 
among  the  colored  people  on  account  of  these  disguised  marauders  T 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  of  any  such  thing,  and  I  do  not  believe  it  exists  in  any  part 
of  the  State.  I  believe  these  bad  combinations  exist,  but  not  for  any  such  purpose. 
I  have  not  seen  any  indication  of  it  at  all. 

Question.  Is  there  among  any  class  of  the  people  there  a  general  dread  of  these  com- 
binations T 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  dread  confined  principally  to  the  colored  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  prevails  principally  among  the  colored  people. 

Question.  Does  that  dread  extend  to  democrats  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  have  been  a  good  many  cases  of  men  being  *'  Ku-Klnxed,* 
as  we  call  it,  by  the  Ku-Kiux.  In  other  words,  in  all  such  organizations,  as  the  histbrr 
of  the  world  shows,  bad  men  cannot  carry  on  their  i)urpose8  in  combination  withoui 
falling  out  among  themselves.  No  doubt  there  are  instances  of  that  sort — of  their  com- 
mitting all  sorts  of  depredations  on  themselves. 

Question.  On  each  other  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir;  on  each  other. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  apy  instance  of  that  kind  t 

AfCswer.  I  have  heard  that  that  was  the  case  in  one  or  two  instances  in  West  Ala- 
bama— in  Pickens  and  Sumter  Counties.  So  far  as  the  particular  locality  where  I  lire 
is  concerned,  I  am  satisfied  that  there  never  was  any  secret  organization  of  any  k^ 
since  the  war  except  the  Loyal  League.  I  mean  any  secret  combination  in  the  par- 
ticular locality.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  State  now ;  I  am  speaking  of  my  county.  I 
am  satisfied  that  such  secret  combinations  never  existed  there ;  there  never  were  afty 
manifestations  of  it. 

Question.  Did  any  individual  ever  admit  to  you,  or  intimate  to  you,  so  that  yon  un- 
derstood it,  that  he  was  a  member  of  any  such  organization  f 

Answer.  Never  in  the  world.    I  never  heard  a  man  intimate  any  si^ch  thin^. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  that  any  good,  respectable  men — men  of  standing  and  c€ 
reputation— men  of  substance — ^have  belonged  within  the  last  twelve  months  to  any 
such  organization  in  your  State? 
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Aimoer,  Well,  Bir,  I  oaunot  say.  I  never  have  known  any  one  of  tliem.  I  cannot 
draw  the  distinction  in  my  mind.  Whether  they  have  been  men  of  reputation  or  not, 
tbey  have  been  doing  very  bad  acts ;  and  for  that  reason  I  would  hope  that  no  man 
of  reputation  was  concerned ;  but,  as  to  whether  there  were  or  were  not  such  men  en-, 
gaged  in  it,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  the  veriest  conjecture  if  I  should  undertake  tc 
speak  upon  that  point. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  public  meeting  of  the  white  citizens  of  that  country 
to  denounce  these  acts  so  as  to  bring  public  odium  to  b^r  against  th^n  ? 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  they  have  been  denounced  in  the  meetings  of  the  white  people 
there.    I  do  noi  remember  any  meetings  called  specially  for  that  purpose,  but  1  have 
seen  them  denounced  in  the  very  strongest  terms  by  public  acts  and  public  meetings. 
Question.  By  resolutions  passed  f 
Ansicer.  0,  yes,  sir ;  by  resolutions  passed. 
Q,ue8iion.  In  what  particular  county  ? 

Answer.  In  Dallas  County,  I  remember  to  have  seen  things  of  that  sort.  They  did 
not  caU  these  men  by  the  name  of  Ku-Elux,  which  you  use  here ;  but  they  spoke  of 
lawless  acts  committed  by  combinations  of  men,  and  they  denounced  them  in  the  most 
unmeasured  terms. 
Question.  Did  they  refer  to  tkese  acts  committed  by  disguised  men  T 
Anstoer.  They  did  not  refer  to  those  specially,  because,  when  men  commit  these  terri- 
ble acts  of  outrage,  we  cannot  see  the  distinction  as  to  whether  they  are  disguised  or 
not.  I  do  not  see  any  distinction  upon  that  gi'ound  in  the  nature  or  the  danger  of  the 
crime.  * 

Question.  Are  not  crimes  more  dangerous  when  committed  by  an  organization  in  dis- 
gui^  than  when  done  by  a  single  individual  not  disguised  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes ;  but  where  men  combine  together  to  commit  these  great  outrages,  I 
do  not  know  that  the  mere  disguise  does  any  harm. 

Question.  Does  not  the  disguise  enable  them  to  evade  the  law  f 
Answer,  It  helps  them  to  do  it ;  but  they  can  and  do  provide  other  means  of  doing  it. 
They  commit  great  crimen,  and  escape  punishment  by  combination.  The  people  of 
Alabama,  except  this  bad  element,  are  just  as  much  opposed  to  real  criminals — ^to  the 
men  who  have  committed  these  very  offenses  of  which  we  are  speaking,  whether  they 
be  white  people  or  black — as  any  other  community  on  earth.  Of  coarse,  the  men 
themselves  do  not  want  to  be  punished. 

Question.  What  course  have  the  newspapers  in  your  State  pursued  in  regard  to  these 
matters  f    Have  any  class  of  newspapers  offered  any  suggestions  in  palliation  of  these 
oatrageef 
Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  newspapers  have  offered  suggestions  in  palliation. 
Question.  What  were  those  suggestions  ? 

Answer.  They  gave  various  excuses.  When  one  of  these  terrible  outrages  tuis  been 
cominitted,  I  have  seen  a  sort  of  palliation  given  on  the  ground  of  some  offense  that 
the  victim  was  supposed  to  have  committed.  For  instance,  I  remember  to  have  seen  a 
report  of  a  man  being  hanged  who  had  committed  a  rape  j  and  the  enormity  of  the 
rape  was  paraded  as  some  extenuation  for  hanging  him. 

Question.  Have  any  other  palliations  been  given,  or  have  there  been  palUations  in  any 
otiier  cases  tban  that  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  By  the  public  press? 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  it  has  been  done  by  some  newspapers. 

Question,  State  the  character  ef  the  palliating  circumstances  brought  forward  or 
alleged. 

JSiswer.  They  have  been  of  the  sort  I  have  named^  whenever  I  have  seen  any  pallia- 
tfon  at  all.    I  have  seen  a  great  many  articles  denouncing  these  things  as  being  with- 
out the  possibility  of  palUation^  even  if  the  facts  alleged  as  excuses  did  exist. 
Question.  But  you  have  seen  in  some  cases  palliations  in  newspapers  T 
jAnsu^er.  O,  yes,  certainly  I  have. 

Question.  You  mentioned,  as  one  of  the  palliating  circumstances  which  had  been. 
^  veil,  the  fact  that  a  crime  was  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  the  individual  upon 
v^hova.  the  outrage  was  perpetrated  ? 
Ansu^er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Cail  you  name  any  other  palliation  which  has  been  offered. 
Answer,  I  do  not  remember  now  any  other. 

Q^iestion.  Did  you  ever  see  it  urged  in  newspapers  as  a  palliation  that  there  were 
Liea^YiCS  io  existence  f 

Anstoer.  I  never  heard  that  given  as  an  excuse  for  any  such  crime. 
Q;u€iBti<yn<  Did  you  ever  hear  mentioned,  in  any  such  connection  as  implie<l  it  was 
intended  as  a  palliation,  the  fact  that  there  was  corruption  in  your  State  government, 
or  ttiat  your  county  oflScers  were  not  what  they  should  be  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  such  an  attempt  at  justification  or  palliation— a  suggestion  that 
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if  the  alleged  criminals  hod  been  brought  before  the  oonrto  they  ironH  hsve  been 
allowed  to  escape. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  any  action  of  the  United  States  GoTemment  dnoetbe 
war  urged  as  a  palliation  f 

Answer.  I  don^t  think  I  ever  did. 

Question.  What  is  the  politics  of  the  papers  that  generally  urge  these  palliationst 

Answer,  They  are  of  both  politics. 

Question.  Do  they  represent  both  parties  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  my  experience  is  that  with  some  exceptions  the  papers  on  botb 
sides  excuse  the  crimes  committed  or  supposed  to  have  been  committed  by  tbar  flMin- 
bers  whenever  they  can  have  any  political  effect,  whether  the  papers  be  demoomtio  or 
republican.  There  are  a  considerable  number  of  exceptions  to  that  rule,  bat  ^lat  u 
the  general  rule.  Where  a  fact  will  tend  to  damage  the  party  the  party  newspapers  do 
not  want  it  to  go  out  without  some  excuse.  That  implies  generally,  so  far  as  I  know, 
to  mere  political  organizations.  There  are,  however,  editors,  and  I  hope  a  considerable 
Aumber  of  them,  who  elevate  themselves  above  such  things. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  Ton  said  something  about  the  i>eoi^e  in  your  State  being  degraded  and 
treated  as  inferiors.  How  should  they  have  been  lareated,  in  your  opinion  t  What 
treatment  would  have  satisfied  them  aiter  the  war  was  over  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  if  the  United  States  had  treated  the  people  of  the  Soa^em  Stales 
according  to  the  contract  made  with  them  at  the  time  they  surrendered  their  arms,aBd 
had  ^ade  no  distinctions  in  the  law  between  men  of  different  sections  exe^  en 
account  of  the  crimes  of  which  they  may  have  been  convicted^  I  believe,  candidly,  that 
there  would  not  have  been  one  particle  of  political  murmur  in  my  country ;  1  beheve 
that  we  would  scarcely  have  known  the  distinction  between  the  democratic  and  the 
republican  party. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  to  suggest  that  no  distinctions  should  have  been  applied  to 
the  ^ople  of  the  South  who  hud  been  in  rebellion ;  that  they  should  have  been  at  ODce 
adnutted  to  all  political  rights  and  privileges  without  any  conditions  whatever  t 

Answer,  We  thought  that  as  you  averred  wo  were  traitors,  we  ought  to  have  been 
tried  for  treason  by  a  jury,  or  we  ought  to  have  been  entirely  exempted  from  aay 
punishment. 

Question,  And  that  there  should  have  been  no  altered  condition  as  to  the  p<ditkai 
rights  of  anybody  in  those  States  that  had  been  in  rebellion  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  there  ought  to  have  been  any.  So  far  as  slavecy  is  eoa- 
cemed,  it,  of  course,  was  abolished  by  the  war. 

Question.  You  said  something  about  a  contract.  Do  the  people  down  thero  prot<ad 
to  say  and  believe  that  there  was  any  contract  made  at  the  time  to  which  you  refer! 

Anstcir.  Without  doubt  there  was  a  contract. 

Q,uestion,  Was  that  a  contract  f 

Answer,  Undoubtedly. 

Question.  How  long  do  you  suppose  your  people  could  have  carried  on  the  war  if  they 
had  undertaken  to  continue  it  ? 

Answer,  It  could  have  been  carried  on,  in  all  probability,  for.twenty  years. 

Question,  After  the  surrender  of  Lee  T 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  surrender  of  Johnston  T 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir.  Johnston  had  an  open  country  in  his  rear.  The  war  csM 
have  been  carried  on  for  years.  Of  course,  it  would  have  been  a  desultory,  gaaizilis 
warfare. 

Question,  You  do  not  understand  the  surrender  to  have  been  an  unconditioiial  Bor 
render  t 

Anstcer.  Of  course  if  the  United  States  mean  anything  by  promises,  it  was  not  ssi 
unconditional  surrender.  If  the  word  of  the  general  commanding  the  army  in  the  field, 
sanctioned  by  the  President,  means  anything,  it  was  not  an  unconditional  somndec 

Question,  You  consider  the  parole  of  a  prisoner  who  is  already  ci^tured  as  a  part  si 
the  condition  of  surrender  f 

Answer.  We  were  not  captured.  The  parole  was  agreed  upon  beforo  onr  ams  were 
surrendered. 

Question,  That  is  the  point  of  law,  then,  that  your  people  make  in  relation  to  tb»l 
matter  T 

Ansicer.  O,  no ;  they  do  not  make  it  as  a  point  of  law ;  they  make  it  as  a  poiat  of  < 
men  honesty  in  the  dealing  of  a  nation  toward  its  people. 

Question,  You  say  that  the  people  of  Alabama  have  a  hostility  againat  the  tioi 
mentand  against  the  administration.    How  far  does  that  hostility  got    I  wans  to 
know  the  extent  of  it. 

Anstver.  It  goes  to  this  extent :  we  feel  that  we  are  living  under  the  roniluimtinn 
of  the  law,  and  that  we  are  so  livir  qj  by  the  judgment  of  the  legislative  braneli  af  tto 
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QoT^mment,  wlriob  hoB  no  power  to  pass  anch  jnAgmentB.    We  have  a  feeling  of  very 
great  dislike  toward  that  form  of  goyemment. 
Qwestion,  Then  yon  mean  to  say  that  it  is  not  a  mere  ordinary  poiitical  difference  ? 
Answer.  O,  no,  sir ;  it  is  not  a  political  difference.    This  question  rises  greatly  above 
any  political  question.    It  is  not  a  political  question. 

QuefHam,  Then,  if  you  do  not  consider  it  a  political  diflEereiice,  how  do  yon  propose  to 
act  in  reference  to  that  hostility  to  the  Government  T 

Answer.  We  do  not  propose  to  act  at  (Ql,  except  to  endure  it  as  long  as  we  can  :  that 
isall. 

QmetHiQ^,  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  yon  expect  to  endure  it  only  np  to  the  time  wncn 
yon  get  power  to  overthrow  and  destroy  it? 

Anwer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that,  because  I  can  see  no  possible  contingency  in 
the  future  when  there  wonM  Ije  any  sense  in  questioning  the  authority  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  of  the  Unit-ed  States.  Therefore  I  say  there  is  no  intention  ou  the  part  of  our 
people  to  undertake  to  overthrow  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

Que$tUm,  When  yon  talk  about  the  people  of  Alabama,  do  you  mean  all  the  people  of 
Alabama,  or  do  yon  mean  only  the  democratic  party  f 

AnBwtr,  I  mean  the  white  people  of  Alabama,  without  distinction  of  party. 

(^ues^iwi.  When  vou  talk  about  thtf  people  of  Alabama  being  degraded,  and  treated 
as  inferiors,  yon  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  colored  people'  have  l>een  degraded  and 
treated  as  inferiors  ? 

Answer.  Mo,  sir;  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that.  But  there  are  a  large  number  of  colored 
men  In  Alabama,  "who  cannot  honestly  hold  Federal  office—a  very  large  number.  In 
that  Bense  they  are  degraded.  It  is  not  in  what  we  suffer  actually  that  we  are  d«»graded. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  party  to  degrade  us;  that  is  tlie  crime  that  wo  complain  of. 

Question.  After  the  U.nion  men  o'f  the  country  had  cont<»nded  four  years  for  the  llfi^  of 
the  nation  against  every  effort  of  a  portion  of  the  southern  people,  do  you  not  think 
there  would  naturally  and  reasonably  be  a  distrust  in  their  minds  in  relation  to  endow- 
ing at  once  with  political  rights  the  enemies  whom  they  had  been  opposing  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  any  such  distrust  exists. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  it  is  in  human  natnre  to  entertain  such  distrust  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  it  exists.  I  believe  it  is  a  mere  pretext  for  carrying  on  '^he 
war  after  the  war  has  terminated,  and  that  merely  for  party  purposes.  I  do  not  believe 
any  educated,  sensible  man  thinks  there  is  a  shaaow  of  danger  of  any  rebellion  at  the 
Soath.  I  do  not  believe  that  one  educated,  intelligent  man  in  any  part  of  the  United 
States  has  any  such  belief. 

Question,  But,  aside  from  a  rebellion,  might  it  not  be  unsafe  to  intrust  people  under 
those  circumstances  with  full  political  power  f  Is  not  that  a  point  which  you 
concede? 

Answer.  Yes ;  it  certainly  would  be  unsafe  politically,  because  we  would  make  great 
changes  in  that  respect,  and  I  hope  we  would  make  toem  for  the  better.  It  wonid  be 
unsafe  to  the  party  in  power;  there  is  no  doubt  about  that;  but  I  think  it  would  be 
perfectly  safe  to  the  Government. 

Questkm.  Might  it  not  be  unsafe  to  the  Government  to  intrust  political  power  in  the 
bands  of  men  who  had  been  attempting  for  four  years,  by  every  effort,  to  destroy  that 
Government  T 

Answer.  That  question  goes  back  to  the  point  I  was  stating ;  and  that  is,  that  the 
party  in  power  undertake,  through  the  legislative  authority  of  the  Government,  to 
]>a88  Judical  sentence  on  the  people  of  our  country,  to  the  effect  that  they  are  degraded, 
asd  unworthy  to  be  trusted ;  and  we  think  they  pass  that  sentence  merely  for  political 
purposes. 

Question.  Ton  spoke*  of  stringent  laws  passed,  for  fear  of  interference  by  democrats 
"witfa  colered  voters.    Was  there  no  such  danger  f 

Ansujer.  I  cannot  say  that  there  was  not ;  we  never  tried  it ;  and  I  do  not  know 
wbather  there  was  or  not» 

QuesHon.  Were  there  not  at  that  time  very  many  men  who  were  violent  and  over- 
bearing in  their  treatment  of  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  there  were  very  many ;  I  know  there  were  some. 

Question,  Would  it  not  be  natural  for  the  white  men  who  had  been  the  masters 
of  these  veiy  colored  men  to  treat  them  with  more  rudeness  and  violence,  and  a  greater 
disregiutl  of  their  rights,  than  they  would  treat  white  men  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  would  not  have  been  natural  at  all. 

Question,  Not  if  they  differed  with  them  in  political  opinion  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  would  not  be  natural  at  aU.  The  iHot  is,  that  where  I  live  the 
former  mastcre  of  the  negroes  are  more  indulgent  to  them  in  respect  to  their  mis- 
doiuga  and  their  crimes  than  any  other  class  of  the  community. 

Qstestion.  What  other  class  is  not  so  indulgent  T 

Answer.  There  are  two  classes. 

Qmesfim.  Tell  me  one  of  them. 

Answer.  EepeeiaUy  the  northern  men,  who  have  come  down  there  without  character, 
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And  obtained  coutrol  of  plantatioQS.    They  are  one  oUsb  «f  men  whom  the  negro 
fe^u's  more  than  anybody  else. 

Question,  Why  does  the  n^gro  fear  them  f 

Anftwa:  Because  of  their  cruelty  and  hardness. 

QuesHon,  Will  they  not  allow  him  his  political  rifj^htsf 

Jnmoer^  O,  yes ;  every  one  of  them,  because  the  negro  votes  for  their  part  v. 

QttestioH,  Then  the  negroes  are  not  afraid  of  those  northern  men  interMriag  wiA 
elections? 

Ju6wer,  O,  no,  sir. 

'Question.  Then  the  law  in  reference  to  elections  was  not  made  to  goard  agaiast 
themf 

Anifwer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Whom  was  that  stringent  law  intended  to  guard  against  f 

Answer,  My  opinion  has  been,  on  a  fair  judgment  of  the  whole  law,  tbat  it  iras 
framed  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  democrats  from  aemng  into  how  the  polb 
were  managed,  and  the  votes  counted,  and  to  deprive  them  of  the  opportmiity  of 
objecting  to  persons  giving  in  their  votes.  The  legislature  no  doubt  thouglrt  there 
would  be  attempts  at  intimidation  on  the  part  of  the  white  people ;  that  was  one  of 
the  reasons.  But  the  main  purpose,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  (and  I-tnink  a  £ur  jndgaest 
of  the  law  will  sustain  that  conclusion,)  was  to  prevent  any  sort  oi  interferanoe  vitk 
the  election,  either  for  the  purpose  of  intimidation,  or  for  the  purpose  of  inveotigaitioD. 

Question,  You  said  that  at  the  polls  the  republicans  made  some  kind  of  paBsage-way— 
a  chute  or  something  of  that  kiud — ^through  which  voters  had  to  pass  to  the  poUs  t 

Answer,  I  said  the  negroes  did  that. 

Question,  Were  they  democratic  negroes  or  republican  negroes  t 

Anstcer,  Republican  negroes. 

Question,  Do  you  not  know  that  such  structures  by  which  men  pass  to  the  poUs  are 
Very  common  all  over  the  country  T 

Answer,  No,  sir  j  I  never  saw  any  such  thing  in  my  life  before  the  introduction  of  the 
republican  party  mto  Alabama. 

Question.  Where  are  these  structures  ? 

Ansujer,  They  are  around  the  polls.  The  thing  I  speak  of  is  not  a  lane  going  up  to 
Ve  polls.  I  have  seen  such  a  thing  as  that,  to  prevent  men  who  are  waiting  wiui  their 
ballots  fh)m  pressing  forward,  and  getting  ahead  of  one  another.  This  ia  not  anything 
of  that  sort. 

Question.  How  far  is  this  from  the  polls  f 

Answer,  I  think  the  law  requires  tnat  anything  of  this  kind  shall  be  forty  feet  or 
forty  steps  away  from  the  polls. 

Question,  Do  you  say  that  the  law  requires  these  chutes  T 

Answer,  CK  no,  sir ;  but  it  keeps  them  off  that  distance. 

Question,  You  describe  this  as  a  place  voters  have  to  go  through.    What  is  it  f 

Afiswer.  It  is  nothing  but  a  gate.  . 

QuesHon,  Where  is  the  gat^  f 

Ansicer,  I  have  generally  seen  it  at  the  court-house  fence. 

Question,  Cannot  voters  go  around  the  gate  ? 

Ansv^er,  They  are  not  allowed  to  do  it. 

Question.  How  are  they  prevented  T 
•  Answer,  By  the  assemblage  of  a  multitude  of  negroes. 

Question.  Cannot  a  man  get  over  the  fence  t 

Answer,  He  could,  if  he  chose  to  do  so  by  force,  or  chose  to  make  a  personal  paoLi 
of  it. 

Question.  What  force  would  prevent  him  from  getting  over  the  fenee  f 

Answer,  He  could  demand  nis  rights,  and  if  anybody  got  in  his  way,  tell  them  t@ 
get  out. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  a  single  instance  in  which  a  ticket  was  taken  from  • 
negro,  and  he  compelled  to  vote  another  ticket,  contxary  to'  his  will  t 

Answer,  I  never  did ;  but  I  have  seen  many  instances, where  the  ticket  was  takra 
from  a  negro  voter  and  changed. 

Question.  Can  these  negro  voters  all  read  their  tiokets  f 

Antwer,  Not  one-third  of  them. 

Question.  Do  not  the  vast  mxgority  of  those  negroes  ardently  desire  to  vototteMfob- 
lican  ticket  T 

Answer.  I  believe  that  a  very  large  minority  do  desire  to  vote  the  r^uUicaa  ticket- 

Question,  How  many  desire  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  state  that  with  any  accuracy. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  there  are  more  than  a  very  few  f 

Ansu^er.  O,  yes,  there  is  a  large  number  in  my  section  of  the  coantry. 

Question.  What  proportion  f 

Answer.  A  considerable  portion.  In  my  county  we  have  from  seven,  tbomftiid  tp 
eight  thousand  negro  voters,  and  oomethiiig  Hke  two  thousand  trhite  voters.    I  Spve 
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an  approximatioii  to  the  flgnres,  with  do  partienlar  aoonracy.  WeU,  I  have  seen  a« 
many  as  one  handred  at  one  little  town  vote  the  democratic  ticket  square  oat,  pub- 
licly, and  without  any  sort  of  intimidation. 

Question,  What  democratic  ticket ;  the  ticket  for  President  t 

Answer.  O,  no,  it  was  a  local  eloctiou.  * 

Question.  But  when  it  comes  to  general  politics^  are  there  many  negroes  who  vote  the 
democratic  ticket  ? 

Antfiotr.  I  have  no  doulit  that  there  will  he  a  large  nnmber. 

QuesHon,  How  many  do  you  call  a  large  nnmber  ;  one-fifth,  one-tenth,  or  one-twen- 
tiethf 

Answer,  I  think  there  will  be  folly  one-tenth  in  my  State^probably  considerably 
more.  As  the  negroes  become  educated  and  think  for  themselves,  they  divide  off  be- 
tween political  parties,  just  as  white  men  do. 

Queetiem,  You  spoke  of  there  being  intimidation  of  black  men  by  black  men  as  to 
Totine.  Have  you  not  heard  that  in  certain  counties  in  your  State  black  men  are  pro- 
Tented  from  votinff-bsy  the  democrats  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing. 

Question,  Have  you  not  heturd  of  it  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  any  such  thing  in  any  shape  or  form,  except  perhaps 
JD  relerenoe  to  a  ooanty  called  Winston. 

Qmeslion,  Where  is  Winston  f 

AnsH)er.  In  the  northern  middle  part  of  the  Stat^.  It  is  the  third  county  from  the 
Tennessee  line. 

'  By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  It  was  not  the  democrats  who  prevented  the  negroes  from  voting  there  T 
Answer.  1  do  not  know  who  prevented  them  from  votine ;  but  the  people  there,  as  1 

understood,  were  unwilling  that  the  negroes  should  live  there,  and  would  not  let  them 

vote  or  do  scarcely  anything  else. 

Question.  Do  not  the  white  people  of  that  county  vote  the  republican  ticket  f 
Anstcer,  My  remembrance  is  that  it  is  about  e<^ually  divided,  the  republicans  having 

a  small  majority,  and  probably  both  parties  unitmg  on  this  view. 

By  Mr.  Coburk: 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  with  reference  to  the  State  of  Alabama  generally 
Tvliich  will  justify  yon  in  making  a  certain  and  general  statement  as  to  this  matter  f 

Answer.  What  matter  t 

Qu^tion.  Whether  there  are  not  manip  places  in  the  State  where  the  negroes  are  by 
intimidation  prevented  almost  entirely  m>m  voting  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  in  the  existence  of  any  such  intimidation  in  any  considera- 
ble part  of  the  State.  I  have  had  no  information  of  any  snoh  intimidation  in  any  part 
of  the  State,  except  in  the  county  of  Winston. 

QuesHoH.  ion  spoke  about  the  tax  of  five  cents  a  pound  on  eotton.  Did  you  mean 
to  say  that  the  Government  has  unjustly  taken  any  other  property  than  that  T  If  so, 
to  what  do  you  refer— to  slaves  f 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir;  slavery  was  abolished  by  the  war. 

Question.  Did  you  mean  to  s^  that  any  other  property  was  unjustly  taken  from  them 
than  the  five  cents  a  pound  on  cotton  f 

Answtr.  I  do  not  think  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  so  ikr  as  I  s<fw 
recollect,  has  taken  any  other  property  by  anything  that  appeared  to  be  the  intention 
o^  tbe  Government.  Froperty  has  been  taken  in  large  quantities  by  officers  of  the 
Gk>vemment ;  but  my  impression  is  that  they  acted  beyond  the  intention  of  the  law  and 
-withont  legal  authority. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  6, 1871. 

JIoD.  JAMES  L.  PUGH  sworn  and  examined.  « 

'Vhe  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:)  This  witness, having  been  summoned  at  €he  request 
odF  ^he  minority  of  the  committee,  will  be  first  examined  by  some  member  of  the  m?- 
nority. 

By  Mr.  Biair: 

QmesOon,  Where  do  yon  livet 

Answer.  In  Enfaula,  Barbour  County,  Alabama. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Alabama? 

Answer.  About  forty-seven  years  :  thirty -seven  years  in  the  place  where  I  now  reside; 
ii^  the  whole  time  within  fifty  miles  of  Eufaula. 

^Stuestion,  What  public  positions  have  you  I'.eld  in  the  State  f 
Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  have  been  on  two  Presidential  electoral  tickets.    In  1659  and 
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1860  I  represented  that  district  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  I  represented 
the  same  district  four  years  in  the  confederate  congress.  I  have  never  held  any  State 
office. 

Question.  I  have  asked  these  questions  in  order  to  ascertain  yonr  facilities  for  know- 
ing the  present  condition  of  the  StuteVith  regard  to  the  security  of  life  and  pro|>erty, 
and  the  enforcei^ent  of  the  law.  Give  the  committee,  if  yon  please,  a  statement  in  It^- 
gard  to  that  matter,  aa  full  as  yon  may  see  proper. 

Anafwer.  Well,  sir,  so  far  as  my  penional  knowledge  of  facts  and  personal  observation 
are  concerned,  I  am  satisfied  that  there  are  no  people  anywhere  m  the  United  States 
who  are  more  loyal  to  the  Government,  and  who  fiivor  more  the  full  execution  of  tbe 
laws,  both  State  and  Federal,  than  the  people  where  I  reside.    I  never  have  heanl  of 
any  interference  with  freedom  of  speech.    I  have  never  heard  of  any  outrage  upon 
the  person  and  property  of  any  individual,  white  or  black,  that  could  bo  traced  to 
any  political  causes,  or  to  hostility  between  the  races.    I  have  practiced  law  where  I 
now  live  for  thirty  years.    I  have  mingled  with  the  people  socially,  iwlitically,  ami  in 
my  profession ;  and  I  do  not  think  I  can  be  mistaken^when  I  say  tbat  they  are  law- 
abiding  and  orderly — as  much  so  as  any  peo])le  anywhere.    The  republican  candidates 
and  speakers  have  been  through  my  part  oi  the  State  in  many  elections.    They  have 
always  addressed  the  i>eople  in  my  town  without  any  interruption,  and  withtmt  any 
personal  indignities,  so  far  as  I  know  or  have  heard.    I  have  discnssed  these  questions 
with  the  candidates  myself    In  the  last  election  Mr.  Morse,  who  ran  for  the  office  of 
attorney  general,  agreed  with  me  upon  terms  of  discussion.    He  gave  me  one  hour  ud 
a  half  to  open,  and  he  concluded  without  limit.    There  were  two  or  three  thousand 
persons  present ;  and  I  never  saw  people  more  orderly  or  respectfid.    I  have  been  can- 
vassing that  county  and  district  for  a  good  manv  years.    I  have  been  in  many  elections 
and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  there  have  been  fewer  outbreaks,  fewer *fights,  and 
less  bitterness  manifested,  less  apprehension  of  trouble  on  election  days,  than  there  wa« 
before  the  war.    I  do  not  think  there  can  be  found  a  witness  who  would  establish  any 
facts  that  would  interfere  with  the  truth  of  that  statement  or  the  correotness  of  that 
opinion. 

Question.  Do  you  practice  law  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  how  many  counties  f 

Aiisioer.  There  are  aboat  six  counties  in  my  circuit. 

Question.  And  what  you  say  is  applicable  especially  to  those  conuties  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  are  two  of  the  counties  whose  courts  I  have  not  been  la 
within  two  years.  My  practice  is  confined  pretty  mnch  to  my  own  connty,  and  tbe 
county  below  me  on  the  Chattahoochee  River.  I  ^  to  the  others  occasioually,  but  I 
have  not  attended  court  in  Pike  and  Coffee  CoHnties  for  two  years.  We  have  a  citj 
court  in  Eufaula ;  and  the  judge  of  that  court,  in  his  charge  to  the  grand  jury,  aUmkd 
to  tbe  general  lawlessness  in  the  country,  and  said  something  which  embraced  the  county 
of  Barbour.  There  was  a  g^eneral  expression  of  surprise  at  it.  The  Krandjoryhe 
charged  was  composed  of  eighteen  memlj^ers.  Six  of  them  were  white  democrats; 
one  of  them  a  white  republican — a  nephew  of  the  judge  himself;  and  eleven,  weie 
coloreil  men  who  were  republicans,  selected  by  the  republican  officers  in  the  cdontj. 
That  grand  jury  was  in  session  about  eight  or  ten  days,  and  they  made-  a  geneni 
])re8cntment  at  the  conclusion  of  their  labors.  The  substance  of  it  was  that  they  bad 
ihade  diligent  examination  of  white  and  colored  witnesses,  and  they  had  found  no 
offense  that  could  be  traced  to  any  difference  between  the  races,  or  to  political  causes 
w  differences. 

Qwstion,  Does  this  judge  reside  in  the  connty  T 

Answer.  He  lives  in  Barbour  County.    I  think  ho  is  a  native  of  the  county. 

Question.  And  this  was  the  report  of  the  grand  jury  in  the  same  court  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  i 

By  the  Chairbian  : 

Qussiion,  Did  you  stat«  when  this  term  of  court  was  T 

Answer.  1  think  it  adjourned  last  Saturday  week.  The  charge  of  the  judge  mff 
publislhid,  and  also  the  presentment  of  the  grand  jury. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  this  charge  published  elsewhere  before  its  delivery  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  first  I  saw  of  it  was  in  the  State  Journal,  at  Montgomery. 

Question.  It  was  published  then  after  its  delivery  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  Did  the  State  Journal  also  publish  the  report  of  the  grand  jury  f 
Answer.  Not  that  I  have  seen;  I  thinl;  the  presentment  was  published  in  Use  t*» 
papers  at  Eufaula,  and  I  also  saw  an  extract  from  the  presentment  in  the  MmA^aen 


ALABAMA.  405 

Advertiser ;  bnt  I  did  not  notice  the  journal  to  see  whether  it  had  published  the  pre- 
sentmeut. 

By  Mr.  Biair: 

QueBtion,  Is  there  in  your  part  of  the  State,  or  any  part  of  the  State  of  which  you 
have  information,  any  organization  of  persons  in  disguise  foi:  the  purpose  of  violating 
the  laws  f 

Jnsicer,  None  whatever,  to  my  knowledge.  I  have  knowledge  of  no  fact  that  would 
excite  even  u  suspicion  in  my  mind  of  the  existence  of  such  an  organization ;  and  I 
never  have  had  any  human  being  approach  me  upou  the  subject,  or  give  me  any  infor- 
mation, or  make  any  remark  from  which  I  could  infer  tliat  there  was  any  such  thing  in 
existence.  I  never  have  heard  of  any  act  or  outrage  by  any  such  combination,  disguised 
or  otherwise.  I  understand  that  in  the  town  of  Clayton,  where  the  court-house  of  Bar- 
bour County  is  located,  a  negro  voted  the  democratic  ticket  in  the  last  election ;  and 
about  ten  or  more  negroes  took  him  out  in  the  night  and  l>eat  him  nearly  to  death. 
Some  white  men  heard  his  cries,  and  went  to  his  relief— saved  his  life  perhaps.  Most 
of  those  men,  I  think,  were  axrested  and  indicted  ;  and  they  pleaded  guilty.  I  was  not 
in  court  at  the  time ;  but  there  was  no  doubt  about  the  fact.  They  wore  punished  for 
it.  That  is  the  only  act  of  interference  with  the  person  of  any  voter  or  any  one  else 
on  account  of  his  political  acts  or  opinions. 

Question.  Did  the  negroes  exercise  intimidation  generally  over  those  of  their  own  race 
who  desired  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Anmoer.  Well,  sir,  there  is  about  one  thousand  two  hundred  negro  majority  in  my  coun- 
tv.    The  larger  portion  of  the  colored  vote  is  at  Eufaula.  They  carried  that  box  in  the  last 
election,  I  think,by  about  one  thousand  two  hundred.  I  did  not  mix  with  them  much,  and 
did  not  go  to  the  polls,  except  to  vote.    I  have  not  witnessed  personally  any  terrorism ; 
I  have  not  heard  of  any  myself.  I  have  heard  persons  speak  of  i  t.  I  have  heard  it  said  that 
the  negroes  were  threatened  with  punishment,  perhaps  with  death,  for  failing  to  stand 
up  to  their  side ;  that  the  democratic  party  were  opposed  to  their  voting,  and  if  they 
got  in  power  they  would  take  away  their  right  to  vote,  and  if  they  lost  the  power  of 
voting,  they  might  be  put  back  into  slavery.    They  would  talk  among  each  other  in 
that  way,  and  threaten  persons  with  punishment  if  they  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 
Some  negroes  on  my  place  have  told  me  that  they  intended  to  vote  the  democratic 
ticket ;  but  after  the  election  they  explained  their  failure  to  do  so  by  saying  that  they 
were  frightened  by  these  threats.    1  told  them  that  I  had  no  idea  that  those  threats 
would  be  executed ;  that  they  were  in  no  danger  at  all.    I  am  satisfied  that  where 
there  are  so  many  of  them  together,  when  they  see  the  mass  of  black  men  going 
that  way,  they  fall  in  with  each  other  naturally ;  and  I  doubt  very  much  whether 
these  threats  and  this  terrorism  really  had  the  effect  of  keeping  them. from  voting  the 
democratic  tickets    1  never  put  any  confidence  in  their  promises  to  vote  the  democratic 
ticket,  because  I  knew  that  when  they  were  congregated  in  the  way  they  are,  and 
when  the  influences  were  brought  to  bear  upon  them  that  I  knew  were  operating  upon 
them,  there  would  be  very  few  that  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket.    I  am  satisfied 
myself 'that  they  have  gone  in  a  body  for  the  republican  ticket  on  account  of  the  infor- 
mation they  had  that  the  democratic  party  was  opposed  to  their  emancipation,  opposed 
to  their  exercise  of  suffrage,  and  opposed  to  their  education.    That  has  been  the  bur- 
den of  the  speeches  made  by  the  republican  candidates  to  these  people.    Now,  when  I 
made  the  speech  in  the  last  election,  to  which  Morse  replied,  I  advocated  universal 
suffrage.    Ever  since  the  emancipation  of  the  slave,  I  have  been  in  favor  of  his  voting, 
as  an  unavoidable  incident  t-o  his  freedom.    I  was  satisfied  there  would  be  less  evil 
atteoding  universal  sufirage  than  there  would  be  in  an  attempt  to  restrict  it,  or 
qualify  it,  or  classify  it.    I  noticed  that  whenever  the  handbills  of  the  candidates 
were  out  calling  the  i)eople  together,  the  whits  people  would  go  to  the  democratic 
meetings,  and  the  black  people  would  go  to  the  republican  meetings.    There  was  a 
good  deal  of  surprise  that  the  negroes  all  went  to  the  republican  meetings,  and 
wonld  not  attend  the  democratic   meetings.     I  was  satisfie<l  that    whenever  you 
call    on    a  man   to   hear  ^you  prove  that   he  ought  not  to  have  a  right  to  vote, 
because  he  cannot  read,  or  because  he  has  no  property,  or  because  he  is  black,  or 
because  he  has  been  a  slave,  the  people  who  belong  to  that  class  will  not  hear  you 
make  that  proof.    They  will  not  consider  the  proposition.    Whenever  yor  undertake 
to  qualify  suffrage  on  the  basis  of  property,  or  intelligence,  or  color,  or  former  coiuliticm, 
it  is  an  attempt  to  degrade  that  class ;  and  if  you  succeed  in  it  you  make  them  malcon- 
tent,  and  enemies  to  property  and  intelligence,  and  they  become  fit  subjects  for  dem- 
agog^ea  and  mischief-msikers.    The  only  reason  on  earth  why  these  negroes  would  not 
go  to  hear  democratic  speakers  was,  that  they  thought  and  believed  that  the  democrats, 
or  the  white  people  of  the  South,  were  opposed  to  their  voting.    1  have  become  satisfied 
that  the  white  (feople  have  made  a  great  mistake  in  not  accepting  universal<fiuffraee  ; 
and  I  believe  that  they  would  have  done  so  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  offensive  use  that 
was  made  of  negro  snin'age  by  a  class  of  persons  who  were  sent  down  there  to  control 
it  in  the  work  of  reconstnictioo.    The  manner  in  which  that  power  was  exercised  by  the 
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negro  excited  the  prejudices  of  the  x)eople  against  negro  snffirage.  It  was  seen  that  the 
negro  was  thrown  under  the  control  of  the  Union  Leagues  ana  the  Freedmen's  Bureso, 
aioecl  by  the  military  power,  and  this,  in  my  opinion,  nniitted  the  people  of  the  Soath 
to  pass  upon  that  question  wisely.  I  think  myself  that  thejr  haVe  become  c<mTinced 
that  it  was  a  mistaike.  There  is  no  insurmountable  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  unioD 
of  the  white  and  the  black  people  of  the  South  in  politics,  except  that  question  of  sof* 
frage.  If  the  right  to  vote  is  conceded  to  the  negro,  he  will  come  to  hear  you  prove  to 
him  how  it  ought  to  be  exercised,  whom  he  ought  to  support  for  office,  and  what  meas- 
ures he  ought  to  favor.  But  you  close  his  enr  to  you  wbenevOT  you  call  npou  him  to 
hear  you  prove  that  he  ought  not  to  have  the  right  to  vote.  He  will  follow  anybody- 
carpet-bagger  or  demagogue^  or  anybody  on  earth — who  will  concede  to  him  that 
right.  I  am  satisfied  that  this  is  the  way  in  which  the  colored  vote  has  been  thrown 
in  a  body  for  the  republican  party. 

Question.  Was  not  the  opposition  of  the  democratic  j^arty  to  n^;ro  suffrage  directed 
as  much  against  the  unconstitutionai  manner  in  which  it  was  conferred  as  against  \h» 
thing  itself  f 

Anmcer.  Well,  sir,  as  to  the  purpose  for  which  the  vote  was  given  to  the  negro,  my 
idea  wa^ — and  I  am  satisfied  it  was  the  common  opinion — that  the  republican  poity 
discovered  through  our  press,  and  from  the  politicians  who  would  speak  at  all,  that 
the  white  vote  ot  the  South  would  not  sanction  their  t^rms  of  reconstmotion,  andthej 
discovered,  or  thought  they  discovered,  a  purpose  on  the  part  of  the  white  people  of  ^ 
South  to  oppose  their  supremacy  as  a  party ;  and  the  ballot  was  given  to  the  negro 
for  the  purpo^  of  enforcing  these  terms  of  reconstruction,  and  for  the  purpose  of  recon- 
structiug  the  State  government  in  such  a  manner  as  to  secure  their  ascendency.  Tlut 
purpose  for  which  the  ballot  was  given,  coupled  with  the  disfranchisement  of  the  white 
vote  for  the  same  reason,  excited  the  opposition  of  the  white  people  to  the  suffrage  of 
the  negio — universal  sufifrage.  The  opposition  to  it  had  its  beginning  in  the  use  that 
was  made  of  it  when  the  negroes  were  first  made  voters,  and  when  it  was  seen  what 
sort  of  men  had  control  of  them.  The  agencies  that  were  brought  there  and  under  whose 
control  they  were  put  were  seen.  They  were  marched  up  like  so  many  cattle  and  cast 
their  votes'without  knowing  the  names  of  their  candidates,  or  au^iihing  whatever  aboot 
the  matter.  The  ballots  were  printed  and  put  in  their  hands ;  and  they  marched  to 
t!4e  polls  and  deposited  them."  I  have  no  idea  that  there  are  a  dozen  of  them  now  in 
my  conuty  who  can  call  the  names  of  the  candidates.  There  may  be  that  many  who 
know  Mr."^  Buckley,  but  the  mass  of  them  are  remarkably  ignorant.  Of  course  they 
have  been  in  slavery  all  the  time.  They  were  not  allowed  to  own  property  ;  they  w^ 
not  allowed  to  read  or  write  :  they  were  kept  in  a  state  of  utter  Ignorance  to  make 
them  efficient  as  property.  They  came  out  of  that  state  of  ignorance,  and  when  the 
ballot  was  given  to  them  they  knew  no  more  about  it  than  a  ten-year-old  child. 

Qui^tion.  Is  there  any  hostility  among  the  people  of  the  State  of  Alabama  to  t^ 
institutions  of  our  country  T 

Jn»icer.  None  whatever,  that  I  have  ever  heard  expressed.  I  do  not  think  there  caa 
1h)  fouud  in  my  region  of  the  State  anybody  who  has  any  hostility  to  the  Govemraent 
The  political  feeling  which  is  construed  into  hostility  to  the  Government  is  a  hostilxtT 
to  the  Federal  administration  of  the  recoustnicted  State  governments  by  corrupt  and 
inefficient  representatives. 

Question.  It  is,  then,  the  maladministration  of  the  Government,  both  State  and 
Fccieral,  that  is  the  ground  of  complaint  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  class  of  men  who  have  come  down  there  to  administer  the  State 
governments  and  till  the  State  offices  have  produced  the  discontent  and  the  raaniSMtatiOB 
of  i>olitical  feeling  which  are  construed  into  hostility  to  the  Gk)vernment.  I  have  no  idea 
that,  as  a  mass,  the  {>eople  of  Alabama  are  any  more  opposed  to  our  form  of  govemnieet, 
and  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — to  our  pohtical  system  generally — ^thanthe 
people  of  Massachusetts,  or  New  York,  or  Ohio. 

Question.  The  people,  then,  as  I  underat-and,  'simply  dissent,  and  dissent  stroaaglyt 
from  the  measures  of  the  administration,  but  take  no  exception  to  the  Union  M-  to  the 
form  of  government  f 

Anstver.  None  whatever.  In  my  part  of  the  State,  before  the  war,  there  ^jrere  matt 
secessionists  than  in  any  other  portion  of  Alabama.  They  were  opposed  to  the  Unioo 
because  they  were  satisfied  the  institution  of  slaverer  and  the  Union  could  not  coexist 
Their  feeling  of  opposition  to  the  Union  before  the  war  was  ou  account  of  the  peril  t» 
the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  Union.  The  destnictiou  of  the  institution  of  slaverr 
has,  in  iry  judgment,  removed  all  feeling  of  opposition  to  a  union  of  the  Stated.  1 
never  hear  any  one  express  any  desire  for  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  I  do  not  tiusA 
that  there  is  a  man  of  any  consideration  at  all  who  ever  thinks  of  such  a  thing  £vose 
moment.  The  discontent  that  is  manifested  among  the  white  i>eoplo  is  uot  i»^yiii-'*t 
remaining  iu  the  Union  or  under  the  authority  of  the  Government.  I  mj-self  tarareit 
to  the  aggressive,  unjust  legislation  of  the  republican  party.  We  know  tbero  Me* 
great  many  excuses  for  this  legislation.  We  know  that  there  have  been  men  wtM>b«ve 
given  our  people  very  bad  counsel.    Many  newspapers  and  public  speakers  hare 
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onr  people  nnwise  coimse],  and  iDdnced  action  that  lias  famished  a  jnstification  for 
this  hostile  legislation ;  and  the  great  difficulty  is  that  the  people  of  the  North  do  not 
know  the  real  ^ts— do  not  understand  the  real  sentiments  and  feeliugs  of  our  people. 
Question,  If  you  know  any  facts  or  circumstances,  or  have  anv  infornmtion  bearing 
upon  the  general  question  of  the  condition  of  the  State  in  regard  to  the  security  of  life 
aiul  property  and  the  execution  of  the  laws,  please  state  such  facts  or  such  informa- 
tiou. 

An«icei\  Well,  sir,  I  have  been  through  the  State  but  very  little ;  my  information  is 
limited  :  but  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  and  to  form  ah  oninion  upon  the  sub- 
ject, I  ttiink  that  the  mass  of  the  people  of  Alabama  are  well  disposed  toward  the 
Government,  willing  that  the  laws  shall  be  executed ;  and  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  ground  of  apprehension  at  all.  So  far  as  the  mass  of  our  neople  are  concerned, 
they  are  just  as  orderly  and  law-abiding  as  the  people  in  any  otner  part  of  the  United 
States. 

Quesihiu  If  the  disabilities  now  imposed  upon  a  large  number  of  the  people  of  your 
State  were  removed  by  Congress,  and  the  State  could  thereby  avail  itself  of  the  ser- 
vices of  its  ablest  and  best  men,  would  not  that  remove  a  great  deal  of  bitterness,  and 
would  it  not  add  to  the  efficiency  of  the  State  covemmeut  in  executing  the  law  f 

Answer,  I  have  no  doubt  that  that  would  be  tne  case.  The  mass  of  our  State  officers 
are  generally  incompetent ;  and,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  many  of  them  are 
dishonest  and  corrupt.  If  there  is  any  failure  to  execute  the  laws,  I  am  satisfied  it  is 
not  on  account  of  any  opposition  from  the  people.  It  is  to  be  traced  to  the  inefficiency 
of  the  State  officers  themselves. 

QutatioH,  The  county  officers  f  > 

Answer,  The  State  and  county  officers.    I  have  no  knowledge  at  all  of  the  people 
having  thrown  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  execution  of  the  laws.    I  do  not  know 
of  any  fact  that  would  induce  me  to  believe  that  the  people  are  not  in  favor  of  a  rigid^ 
enforcement  of  the  laws.    I  know  it  is  so  in  my  part  of  the  State. 

QHestion.  In  regard  to  the  State  and  county  officers,  what  character  of  people  have 
they  been  f 

Answer,.  Well,  sir,  some  of  them  came  down  from  the  Kqrth,  and  some  of  them  lived 
in  the  South  before  the  war ;  but,  taking  them  as  a  class,  I  do  not  think  they  would  be 
)>erunitted  to  remain  in  similar  offices  in  any  State  of  the  North  by  either  party. 
There  are  some  men  down  there  who  belong  to  the  class  they  call  "  carpet-baggers." 
In  my  town  there  is  a  postmaster  who  was  sent  there  by  the  Freedmen's  Bureau.  Ho 
taught  a  negro  school  in  Eufaula  about  two  years.  He  was  theu  appointed  postmas- 
ter. He  is  an  efficient  officer  and  an  honest  man.  He  behaves  hims^f  like  a  gentle- 
iiiau,  and  is  treated  like  a  gentleman ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  there  were  a  change 
of  parties,  a  large  number  of  the  bnsiuess  men  in  Eufaula  would  oppose  his  removal, 
although  he  is  an  avowed  republican.  The  sheriff  of  the  county,  a  southern-born  man, 
is  a  pretty  fair  officer.  But  take  them  as  a  class,  they  are  inefficient  and  not  fit  for  the 
positions  they  occupy. 

QtMstion,  Most  of  the  officers,  State  and  county,  obtained  their  positions  at  the  time 
of  the  election  at  which  the  constitution  was  r^ected  f 

jinswer.  Yes,  sir ;  most  of  the  offices  are  now  filled  by  men  who  were  voted  for  at  the 
same  time  that  so  many  of  our  people  failed  to  vote  on  the  constitution. 

QuestUm.  And  they  owe  the  fact  of  their  being  in  office  to  the  adoption  of  that  con- 
stitution by  Congress  f 

jinawer.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  state  as  a  fact  that  these  offices  were  filled  by  these  incom- 
petent men  because  nobody  eke  would  run  for  them  at  that  time. 

Question*  The  opposition  relied  upon  the  defeat  of  the  constitution  by  the  failure  to 
votet 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  main  object  to  be  accomplished  by  failing  to  vote. 
The  non-action  of  the  whites  was  intended  to  defeat  the  State  constitution.  They 
thought  that  everything  would  fall  with  that  constitution ;  that  there  could  be  no  offi- 
ces until  there  was  a  constitution  creating  them. 

Question,  In  addition  to  the  character  of  the  men  who  fill  these  offices,  does  not  the 
fact  that  tliey  were  imposed  upon  the  people  of  the  State  by  Congress  give  rise  to  dis- 
content ? 

Answer,  The  fact  that  these  offices  are  filled  by  such  men  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  discharge  theii-  duties  constitute  the  cause  of  the  failure  of  the  execution  of  the 
IsbinrSy  and  one  of  the  causes  of  discontent.  But  I  do  not  know  that  the  people  stop  to 
coileider  the  fact  that  Congress  imposed  the  State  constitution  upon  us.  The  popular 
idea  was  that  we  were  a  conquered  people  ;  that  we  bad  no  right  to  claim  as  a  matter 
oJf  ri^t  wiy  participation  in  making  the  terms  of  reconstruction — in  restoring  our 
relAtions  to  the  Government.  They  considered  this  as  the  theory  of  our  pontics : 
tlui.t  the  destruction  of  the  confederate  government  and  of  the  confederate  State  of 
Alabama  would  leave  us  as  a  conquered  people,  living  upon  conquered  territory,  and  I  do 
not.  think'  that  we  questioned  at  all  the  authority  of  the  conquering  power  to  make  its 
texjus  with  us — to  define  the  terms  upon  which  our  relations  to  the  Government  should 
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he  established.  We  had  not  snAcient  power  to  engage  in  the  work  of  reconstnidiim 
with  the  view  to  carry  outanything  we  aesired.  Our  will  conld  not  bo  expressed  in  any 
legislation  that  reconstructed  us.  All  "We  expected  was  Jost  to  leave  it  to  the  conqneror 
to  define  his  own  terms,  and  let  him  be  as  jnst  and  reasonable  as  the  circumstances 
would  justify.  That  was  the  disposition  and  expectation  of  our  people  at  the  close  of 
the  war.  President  Johnson,  as  commander  of  the  land  and  naval  forces,  as  the  repre- 
sentative, of  the  military  department  of  the  Grovemment,  undertook  to  prescrilM)  the 
terms  of  reconstruction.  We  accepted  the  terms  readily  and  thought  they  were  a  finalftr. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  if  the  law-making  power  of  the  Government  had  been  calleil 
together,  and  terms  had  been  prescribed  by  all  the  departments  of  the  Government,  the y 
would  have  been  just  as  readily  accepte<W if  they  had  not  affected  the  honor  of  oar  ' 
people)  as  those  prescribed  by  President  Jonnson.  When  Congress  repudiated  the  set- 
tlement made  by  the  executive  department  of  the  Government,  that  naturally  and 
almost  inevitably  threw  our  people  to  the  support  of  the  President  and  the  settlement 
made  by  him ;  and  that  necessity  which  rested  upon  us  was  the  cause  of  tlie  legislation 
that  we  complained  of  afterward — the  harsh  terms  which  were  superadded  to  those 
prescribed  by  President  Johnson.  I  have  no  doubt  our  people  regarded  the  death  of 
Mr.  Lincoln  as  a  great  calamity.  I  said  when  I  heard  it,  and  I  think  it  was  the  general 
impression,  that  if  Mr.  Lincoln  had  lived  and  had  called  Congress  together,  he  would 
have  had  it  in  his  power  to  prescribe  terms  which  would  have  been  reaaouable,  and 
which  our  people  would  have  accepted.  I  think  that  the  controversy  between  the 
executive  and  legislative  departments  of  the  Government  was* the  i>rimary  Source  of  a 
great  deal  of  our  troubles. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question,  You  have*  spoken  of  the  incompetencv  and  corruption  of  the  men  who  hare 
4>een  administering  the  State  i^ovemment  of  Alabama.  Superadded  to  the  causes  yon 
have  assigned  in  your  examination  by  General  Blair,  was  not  the  fact  that  those  mejk 
a&me  to  your  State  and  assumed  to  control  your  negro  population,  and  to  bold  and 
administer  the  offices  so  as  to  put  money  iAto  their  own  pockets — to  enrich  themselreifiy 
individually,  and  not  to  ad\%nce  the  interests  of  the  Government  to  which  they  pre- 
tended to  be  loyal — was  not  this  one  of  the  lacts  of  which  the  people  complained  very 
bitterly  t 

Anmcer,  Certainly. 

Question.  Was  it  not  a  ground  of  complaint  that  the  oppressions  put  upon  you  did 
not  go  to  aid  the  Government,  but  merely  a  set  of  plunderers  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  The  men  who  came  there  to  represent  us  were  strangers  to  n«. 
They  knew  nothing  of  our  feelines  or  our  interests;  and  we  did  not  see  how  any  man 
who  liad  proper  self-respect  could  come  down  there,  and,  under  such  circumstances, 
become  the  Kepresentative  of  our  people  in  Congress.  The  manifest  fact  that  these 
adventurers  came  there  for  personal  ^in,  and  the  use  that  was  made  of  their  power, 
contributed  very  largely  to  the  opposition  of  our  people  to  the  party  which  these  men 
represent. 

Question.  In  other  words,  if  the  means  that  were  taken  ftom  yon  had  been  applied  to 
the  general  purposes  of  the  Government,  you  would  not  hav6  felt  so  indignant  as  you 
did  that  your  means  should  be  taken  for  the  benefit  of  private  men  who  themaelvet 
had  been  perhaps  mere  camp-followers  f 

Answer,  That  is  the  fact,  sir.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  any  honest  man  will  go  down 
there  and  see  for  himself  what  our  people  see,  he  can  attach  no  blame  to  them  for  any 
opposition  they  manifest  for  this  class  of  people,  or  any  feeling  of  hostility  they  have 
for  them.  Many  of  these  men  pay  no  attention  to  the  obligations  of  an  oath.  They 
have  enriched  themselves  suddenly  by  means  that  satisfy  everybody  that  they  most 
have  done  it  dishonestly.  They  have  used  the  power  of  their  positions  to  enrich  them- 
selves, and  to  oppress  and  harass  the  people. 

Question.  Have  not  that  class  of  men,  when  complained  of,  been  the  men  who  have 
raised  the  cry  of  "disloyalty"  against  you  more  than  anybody  else? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  one  of  the  causes  of  complaint;  tbat'the  republican  party 
will  accept  the  statements  of  these  men  who  would  not  be  believed  as  witnesses  in  any 
of  your  courts,  and  who  would  not  be  recognized  as  gentlemen  in  society  anywhere,  or 
treated  with  any  sort  of  respect.  The  complaint  is  that  the  republican  party  accepts 
the  information  which  comes  from  this  source,  and  irakes  it  the  basis  of  legi^auon 
against  our  whole  people. 

Question.  Is  it  not  known  to  your  people  that  in  very  many  instances  those  com- 
plaints are  made  by  those  very  men  to  cover  up  their  own  villainies  f 

Ausurcr.  That  is  the  general  impression,  that  the  charges  against  us  come  from  that 
class  of  men  almost  entirely.  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  have  been  ibdividnml  in- 
stances of  outrages  upon  persons.  I  have  heard  of  it  through  the  State,  and  I  have  verr 
little  doubt  that  there  has  been  more  or  less  of  it.  But  what  we  complain  of  is  that 
the  outrages  of  a  class  of  men  to  whom  we  are  just  about  as  much  opposed  as  we  ai«to 
thieves  and  plunderers— the  class  of  men  who  are  known  as  Ku-Klnx— should  betaken 
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as  evideoce  of  tbc  oeDerftl  seotimeiit  of  the  people,  and  made  the  basis  of  hostile  legisla- 
tiou  aeaioHt  our  whole  conimunit^.  I  never  saw  one  of  thiti  class  ol*  men,  and  never  saw 
anyboidy  who  had  seen  one ;  hut  if  there  are  any  persons  of  that  sort  in  the  State  they 
aro  regarded  in  that  seetion  as  the  very  worst  enemies  of  our  people ;  and  it  would  he 
just  as  fair  for  us  to  take  as  the  representatives  of  the  whole  mass  of  republicans  at 
the  North  the  thieves  and  plunderers  who  have  gone  there  to  fill  our  State  offices,  as 
it  is  for  republicans  to  take  these  Ku-Elux — these  obnoxious  men  whom  you  will  find 
everywhere  in  society — as  representatives  of  oui'  people,  and  as  being  favored  by  our 
people.  This  is  the  injustice  that  is  done  us.  You  might  just  as  well  say,  because 
there  is  arson,  and  burglai'y,  and  rape,  and  murder,  by  a  dozen  or  more  individuals, 
tliat  the  whole  people  are  burglars,  murderers,  &&,  as  to  say,  because  there  are 
Ku-Klux  down  there,  that  the  whole  Southern  people  favor  them,  or  that  a  large  por- 
tion of  them  favor  them.  i 

Question,  Is  it  not  believed  by  your  people  that  very  many  of  those  bad  men  now  in 
office,  conscious  that  they  cannot  be  reelected  or  kept  in  power  any  longer  by' the 
popular  wij],  are  endeavoring  to  bring  about  this  very  state  of  feeling  and  this  char- 
itcter  of  legislation  for  the  purpose  of  ooutlnuing  themselves  in  power  by  force  against 
tibe  will  01  the  people  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  food  that  these  men  live  upon  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  in 
my  own  mind  that  they  excite  these  things;  that  they  contribute  to  it  in  every  secret 
way  they  cau.  I  have  no  d^ubt — I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  fact,  but  it  is  a 
judgment  I  have  formed— that  the  main  cause  of  these  troubles  is  the  presence  in  our 
community  of  that  class  of  men,  and  the  toleration  and  protection  that  they  receive 
from  this  great  republican  party  that  has  possession  of  the  Government. 

Question,  Is  it  not  your  opinion  and  the  opinion  of  your  people  that  those  men,  rather 
than  give  up  their  officas  and  the  ooances  they  now  have  to  make  money  out  of  their 
positions,  by  fair  means  and  foul,  v;oald  prefer  to  see  the  Government  overthrown, 
rather  than  have  it  restored  to  peace  and  quiet,  if  they  had  to  go  out  of  office  by  that 
restoration  T 

Anawer,  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  say  the  extend  to  which  thoy  would  go  to  keep  their 
places,  but  I  have  no  more  idea  that  these  men  care  anything  for  the  republican  party 
or  its  doctrines,  except  so  far  as  they  can  use  them  for  their  own  personal  advantage, 
than  I  have  that  they  are  honest  men  and  Christians.  I  do  not  think  that  they  ^o 
there  to  benefit  anybody  but  themselves ;  and  they  have  done  that  successfully,  mv 
most  of  them  have  made  fortunes  very  suddenly. 

Question.  Have  they  any  means  of  making  those  fortunes  legitimately  out  of  the  per- 
q,aisites  of  their  offices  f 

Avstva-.  They  have  no  means  of  making  money  that  I  know  of«  excepting  their  offices. 
Question.  Is  there  any  difficulty  about  any  republican  e'xpressiug  his  sentiments  in 
your  State,  or  speaking  freely  anything  he  nleases  f 

Answer.  None  whatever.  I  have  no  doubt  there  are  places  or  communities  where 
these  vicious,  mischievous  men  are  found.  There  are  largo  negro  majorities  in  certain 
localities,  and  in  some  places  these  republicans  who  have  come  down  there  for  that 
purpose  control  this  negro  vote  in  a  way  that  is  highly  offensive  to  the  people.  The 
Teachings  of  the  neg^o  under  such  circumstances  are  all  wrong.  They  stir  up  his 
worst  passiouSf  and  excite  his  prejudices  against  the  white  race.  In  places  of  that 
sort  I  suppose  there  is  an  amount  of  feeling  excited  that  perhaps  mi;^ht  break  out  in 
Bome  insult'  or  some  opposition  to  that  sort  of  teaching  by  any  public  speaker.  But 
I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  place  in  the  State  where  a  gentlemen,  a  man  who  behaved 
himself  as  a  gentleman,  and  addressed  himself  to  the  legitimate  principles  of  the  re- 
publican party,  the  fair,  legitimate  differences  between  the  two  parties,  could  not  be 
heard  with  safety.  But,  for  the  reasons  I  have  stated,  there  may  be  certain  counties, 
certain  localities,  where  these  mischievous  men  have  produced  such  a  state  of  feeling 
among  the  whites  and  such  opposition  to  the  party  that  gives  these  men  countenance 
and  protection,  that  they  might  meet  with  some  insult  or  expression  of  hostility  if  they 
-were  to  attempt  to  make  speeches  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Are  there  not  portions  of  ^our  State  where  the  great  mass  of  the  com- 
munity believe  that  under  these  teachings  their  property  is  insecure  and  liable  to  all 
dorts  of  depredations,  incendiary  and  otherwise  f 

Ansiver.  Certainly.  I  have  no  doubt  those  teachings  have  had  the  effect  to  produce 
outrages  upon  i)roperty  and  have  incited  the  negroes  to  outrages  that  I  have  heard  of 
their  committing  in  some  counties  of  the  State. 

Question,  Persons  feeling  that  sense  of  insecurity  feel  very  unkindly  of  course  toward 
xnen  who  they  believe  ai'o  teaching  those  doctrines? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  this  may  subject  such  men  to  insult  when  it  is  believed  that  such 
teachings  are  going  on  f 
Au9wer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  no  man  need  be  afraid  of  expressing  anywhere 
legitimate  sentiments  on  the  differences  between  the  two  paities  ? 
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• 

Antwer,  None  in  any  place  or  oommnnity  that  I  know  of.  I  have  no  idea  that  any 
republican  who  woula  discuss  such  questions  in  a  proper  spirit  and  manner,  however 
emphatic,  however  vehementi  however  severe  he  might  be  m  the  announcement  of  his 
convictions  and  principlesi  would  meet  with  any  opposition  or  interference  in  that  sort 
of  freedom  of  speech. 

QuestUm.  Is  there  any  general  feeling  of  opposition  to  bona  fide  settlers  from  the 
Northern  or  Eastern  States  coming  into  Alabama,  taking  part  and  lot  with  your  peo- 
ple—taking their  chances  for  official  station  along  with  the  rest  of  you,  but  assuming 
neither  the  power  of  the  bayonet  nor  coercive  power  over  the  negro  i 

Answer.  Instead  of  there  being  any  opposition,  there  is  a  desire  that  such  people  shall 
come  to  the  South.  Our  great  want  is  population  and  capital ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  class  of  men  that  yon  speak  of  could  come  to  Alabama  with  perfect  impunity, 
with  perfect  security  to  their  persons  and  their  property.  I  will  give  you  an  instance 
in  my  own  county :  At  the  last  term  of  the  circuit  court<,  which  held  about  four  weeks, 
(it  closed  just  a  short  time  before  I  left  home— just  before  the  city  court  met  in  En- 
faula,)  a  republican  named  Cameron  came  there  from  New  Jersey,  bringing  with  him 
three  or  four  female  members  of  his  family.  His  son-in-law  was  an  engineer  on  the 
Yicksburg  and  Brunswick  Kailroad.  Mr.  Cameron  avowed  himself  a  republican.  He 
remained  at  the  hotel  during  the  courts  and  he  behaved  himself  like  a  gentleman  ;  he 
is  a  gentleman.  He  and  the  female  members  of  bis  family  were  treated  with  the  high- 
est respect.  They  eat  at  the  hotel  table  with  the  bar  and  the  judge ;  and  they  had 
just  as  much  attention  as  if  they  had  been  democrats  or  people  of  i-espectability  frt>m 
any  quarter.  His  son-in-law  purchased  a  residence  in  the  town  of  Clayton,  and  Mr. 
Cameron  himself  also  bought  a  residence  there. 

QuestWA,  In  other  words,  you  seek  to  encourage  that  class  of  immigration  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  myself  gave  Mr.  Cameron  a  letter  to  a  prominent  merchant  in 
Eufaula,  telling  him  who  Mr.  Cameron  was ;  that  it  was  desirable  such  men  shonld 
come  among  us ;  that  he  would  be  an  acquisition  to  our  society.  Mr.  Cameron  aaked 
me  for  this  letter,  that  he  mij^ht  make  Mr.  Bray  an  agent  to  make  investments  for  him 
in  real  estate  in  Eufaula.  1  have  no  doibt  m  the  world  that  any  republican  who 
would  come  down  there,  if  an  honest  man  and  a  gentleman,  and  received  as  snch  in  his 
own  society  at  home,  would  receive  the  same  treatment  in  my  community.  Bnt  if  t 
man  comes  down  there  as  a  |>o]itical  adventurer,  to  stir  up  strife  and  to  obtain  offic« 
by  the  votes  of  the  ignorant  black  people,  when  no  honest  white  man  would  coonte- 
nauce  the  proposition  to  put  him  in  office,  or  to  give  him  any  place  of  trust  or  respon- 
sibility — when  we  know  tbat  he  is  a  man  of  that  kind,  and  tuat  he  is  mingling  with 
that  sort  of  people  merely  to  profit  by  it  in  the  way  I  have  stated,  we  must  either 
ignore  the  diderence  between  honest  men  and  thieves,  or  we  must  repudiate  such  men 
when  they  come  among  us.  Our  people  never  can  be  so  much  degraded — I  hope  I 
never  shall  live  to  see  them  so  much  degraded — as  to  receive  these  men  socU^y,  or 
treat  them  with  respect  and  as  gentlemen.  When  this  class  of  men  complain  of  the 
treatment  they  receive,  we  think  it  is  too  much  that  we  should  be  punisned  became 
we  do  not  take  such  men  by  the  hand. 
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Hon  JAMES  L.  PUQH,  (examination  continued.) 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  1  have  understood  you  to  say  that  the  principal  dissatisfaction  of  your  peo- 
ple with  the  existing  state  of  things  grows  out  of  your  having  so  large  »  noaibflr  ef 
incompetent  or  corrupt  State  and  county  officers. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  that  is  the  main  cause  of  the  dissatisfaction  and  the  torn- 
plaint ;  tbat  is  the  immediate  cause  of  the  irritation. 

Question.  You  say,  also,  that  your  people  feel  that  these  men  are  listened  to  by^  the 
republican  party  and  by  Congress,  and  that  the  representations  they  make  are 
a§  true,  when,  in  fact,  they  are  misrepresentations. 

Answer.  That  seems  to  be  the  fact,  so  far  as  we  are  able  to  judge. 

Question.  You  stated,  also,  that  your  people  feel  that  those  representations  are 
the  ground  of  unfriendly  and  unfavorable  legislation  by  Congress. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  what  particular  legislation  did  you  refer  f 

Answer,  The  special  acts  of  Congress  to  which  I  had  reference  are  the  late  hill  Ilbovi 
as  "  the  Ku-Klux  bill,"  and  the  act  known  as  "  the  enforcement  law/' 

Question.  The  law  passed  a  year  agof 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  objection  which  your  people  entertain  to  what  Is  o^M  **the 
Ku-Kluk  billf''    How  do  they  feel  that  it  is  unuivorable  or  unfriendly  to  them  f 
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Anstcer.  For  the  reason  that  the  law  seems  to  be  directed  at  the  whole  people  of  the 
9tate.  It  is  based  upon  the  assumed  existence  of  a  general  spirit  of  hostihty  to  the 
laws  and  to  the  execation  of  the  laws;  and  we  do  not  think  tbe  facts  justify  that  inter^ 
fbrence  by  Congress  with  the  afbirs  of  the  State  government. 

Question,  The  law  in  terms  applies  to  the  whole  country — ^no  more  to  the  people  of 
the  South  than  to  those  of  the  North. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  am  aware  of  that. 

Question,  And  the  substance  of  it  is  that  it  creates  penalties  and  remedies  against 
aote  of  violence  done  by  bodies  of  men  in  disguise.  Now,  why  do  your  people  complain 
ofthatt 

Answer.  We  do  not  complain  of  any  law  that  would  punish  these  men.  I  have  no 
idea  that  snch  outrages  meet  with  any  countenance  from  oar  pe(^lo.  But  the  law 
passed  by  Congress  is  evidence  to  us  and  to  the  world  of  the  fact  that  we  are  supposed 
to  countenance  these  outrages  and  will  not  punish  them  through  State  laws  ana  State 
courts. 

Que^Htm,  Your  people  do  not  object  to  the  punishment  of  acts  of  violence  committed 
by  bodies  of  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  Not  at  all,  sir.  So  far  as  the  people  with  whom  I  mingle  are  concerned,  I 
am  satisfied  that  they  regard  the  men  who  commit  these  outrages  as  their  greatest 
enemies ;  and  I  believe  there  is  no  class  of  men  whom  tho^  desire  to  be  punished  with 
more  severity.  But  the  objection  is  that  Congress  takmg  change  of  the  matter  is 
evidence  that  they  believe  that  the  people  of  the  State,  through  State  administration, 
State  courts,  and  State  ofiQcers,  will  not  put  down  these  outrages ;  the  countenance 
jtheee  things  are  assumed  to  receive  from  the  people  is  made  the  basis  of  congressional 
legislation. 

By  Mr.  Cobckn  : 

Question,  Have  they  that  impression  in  regard  to  the  enforcement  act  also? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  have  the  same  view  in  regard  to  the  enforcement  act. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Polakd  :) 

Quesiion,  Do  the  people  of  the  South  think  that  the  enforcement  act  was  speeiaMy 
aimed  at  tbe  South  aDd  the  people  of  the  South  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  impression  with  us. 

Question.  Our  New  York  friends  insist  that  it  was  aimed  at  them. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  seen  some  complaint  in  that  quarter  that  it  was  aimed  at . 
them.    As  I  stated  yesterday,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  people  in  both  sections  form 
opinions  in  reference  to  each  other  which  are  founded  upon  a  misunderstandiDg  of  the 
facts  and  of  the  real  feelings  and  sentimeDts  of  each  other. 

Question,  I  think  the  people  of  the  South  are  entirely  mistaken  if  they  suppose  that 
what  is  called  *'  the  enforcement  bill "  was  aimed  at  them.  The  Ku-Klnx  bill  doubt- 
less originated  from  what  is  represented  to  have  been  the  condition  of  things  in  some 
parts  of  tbe  South — not  universally.  Do  you  not  believe  that  in  many  portions  of 
the  South  there  have  been  a  great  many  acts  of  violence  committed  by  bodies  of  dis- 
guised men  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  frt>m  information  I  gather  through  the  newspapers,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  there  have  been  combinations  of  that  sort  in  some  counties,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  they  have  perpetrated  great  outrages,  such  as  are  shocking  to  the  moral 
sense  of  the  community. 

Question,  And  do  you  not  also  believe  that  these  combinations  have  been  so  strong  in 
some  places,  and  produced  such  a  state  of  feeling  as  to  make  it  exceedingly  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  punish  such  things  in  the  local  courts,  at  least  in  some  localitiesT 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  throughout  fhe  whole  South. 

Answer.  I  really  am  not  able  to  give  any  opinion  that  is  worth  anything  upon  that 
aubject.  With  the  State  offices  filled  by  republicans,  who  have  the  authority  to  draw 
grand  and  petit  juries,  and  having  mixed  juries  also,  the  judges  being  republicans,  I 
scarcely  believe  that  there  is  a  county  in  the  State  of  Alabama  where  the  white  peo- 
ple would  throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  prosecution,  conviction,  and  punish- 
ment of  these  men  for  such  outrages.  In  some  places  in  Alabama,  the  causes  which  I 
have  mentioned,  the  character  of  the  men  I  have  referred  to,  the  wicked  counsel  they 
give  the  ne^oes,  and  the  effect  which  that  sort  of  counsel  is  seen  to  have  upon  that 
population  in  their  ignorant  condition,  may  produce  a  feeling  against  these  men  that 
would  be  indifferent  as  to  the  punishment  of  any  man  who  would  remove  them  from 
the  community. 

Question,  I  apprehend  that  is  the  very  ground  upon  which  Congress  felt  it  right  to 
pass  the  law  in  question — ^not  that  it  was  universally  true  that  acts  of  this  kina  could 
not  be  punished,  but  that  there  were  sections  and  localities  where  it  was  impossible  to 
put  them  down  by  local  tribunals. 

Answer,  If  you  will  allow  me,  I  will  state  that  the  exclusion  from  the  polls  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  white  people  of  the  South,  and  their  being  made  almost  univorsaUy 
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ineliirible  to  office  by  tbe  "  ironclad  oath/'  has  had  the  effect  upon  the  i^eofile  of  xxuk* 
iog  tbem  indifferent  to  the  manner  in  ivbich  the  State  government  is  administered  and 
the  laws  executed.  The  effect  of  this  congressioDal  legtelation  has  been  to  satisiy 
them  that  they  are  distrasted  as, a  people.  Ail  power  ia  the  election  of  officers  aiMl  in 
the  administration  of  the  government  has  been  taken  from  them  by '  Congress ;  and 
the  impression  has  been  made  upon  their  minds  that  it  is  not  the  will  of  Congresi 
that  they  should  have  anything  to  do  with  filling  the  offices,  making  tbe  laws,  or 
administering  the  government.  The  legislation  of  Congress  seems  to  be  founded  upon 
the  idea  of  a  general  distrust  of  the  white  people ;  and  the  effect  of  it  has  been  to 
create  this  feeling  of  indifference.  But  that  is  not  the  case  at  this  time ;  that  is  not 
the  present  feeling.  • 

Quislion.  Those  things  are  now  all  removed  except  t^e  disability  to  hold  office. 

Answer.  I  know  that ;  but  I  say  the  offices  are  now  iilled  by  men  who  conld  take 
the  **  iron-clad  oath."  At  the  time  of  the  election,  not  one-tenth  of  the  white  people 
of  the  South,  who  were  competent,  were  eligible  to  these  offices.  We  complained  that 
we  were  punished  for  the  maladuiinistoation  of  the  State  government,  and  the  ineffi^ 
cient  execution  of  the  laws  by  agents  whom  the  republican  party  had  selected  to  make 
ttie  laws  and  execute  thera.  ' 

(JMesii^n,  You  think  that  the  removal  of  these  things  one  by  one  -by  Congress  is  aid- 
ing in  bringing  about  a  better  state  of  feeling  T 

Answer.  Very  much ;  it  is  contributing  very  largely  to  the  reestaUishment  of  good 
feeling  and  general  satisfaction. 

Question.  And  if  the  remaining  provision  of  that  character,  the  constitutional  disa- 
bility, were  removed,  you  think  it  would  still  further  aid  iu  bringing  about  good  feeling ! 

Answer.  Mv  opinion  upon  that  subject  is  of  course  worth  nothing,  because  I  am  my- 
self one  of  the  subjects  of  that  disability ;  but  it  is  very  natural  that  the  removal  of 
disabilities  should  have  that  effect.  Oar  people  at  the  close  of  the  war  wore  indiffer- 
ent about  politics  and  about  parties.  They  had  no  more  aifoction  for  the  democratic 
party  than  they  had  for  the  republican  party.  We  at  one  time  supposed  that  thedesi* 
ocratic  party  favored  such  theories  and  principles  of  government  that  t-hey  would 
never  support  coercion,  by  the  Federal  Government,  of  the  people  of  a  State  for  exer- 
cising the  right  of  secession  or  resistance.  But  when  they  voted  monev  and  men,  and 
sent  their  regiments  to  destroy  us,  it  had  the  effect  of  breaking  loose  all  the  party  ism 
that  had  ever  been  formed ;  and  at  the  close  of  the  war,  I  think  our  people  were  pre- 
pared to  throw  their  political  power  anywhere  where  they  saw  it  woiud  promote  their 
interests  in  the  highest  degree.  While  we  were  in  a  condition  not  to  expect  any  favors 
— while  we  were  regarded  as  rebels — yet  we  thought  that  when  the  conquering  power 
defined  what  punismnent  we  should  have,  and  when  we  had  suffered  that  punishment, 
we  ought  to  have  the  right  to  claim  that  punishment  as  a  satisfaction  for  any  offense 
we  had  been  supposed  to  have  committed.  While  we  admit  that  on  your  theory,  and 
with  your  views  and  opinions,  you  regarding  us  as  rebels,  and  as  having  made  restst- 
•ance  to  the  authority  of  the  Federal  Government,  there  may  have  been  justification 
for  the  policy  adopted  with  reference  to  us ;  yet,  as  we  were  living  under  the  same 
Government,  and  belonged  to  the  same  race — after  our  relations  to  the  Government 
were  defined  by  your  laws,  and  after  those  laws  had  been  carried  into  execution,  after 
the  terms  of  reconstruction  prescribed  had  been  all  complied  with,  we  thought  it  ought 
to  end  there,  and  that  we  ought  then  to  be  treated  as  equals,  especially  the  equals  of 
other  people  of -our  own  State. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  Has  your  legislature  passed  laws  encouraging  immigration  into  your  State  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  any. 

Question.  You  said  that  your  people  desired  immi|p*ation.  Now  as  there  has  been  a 
good  deal  said  by  various  witnesses  about  the  exclusiveness  of  the  Southern  people  and 
their  discoura^^ement  of  immigration,  I  desire  you  to  state  as  accurately  as  you  can 
the  position  oi  the  people  of  your  State  in  relation  to  immigration  by  citizens  horn  the 
Northern  States  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  have  heard  enough  to  satisfy  me  that  our  people  are  very  desironB 
that  the  Northern  people  shall  come  and  settle  among  us,  when  they  do  so  for  the  par- 
pose  of  identifying  themselves  with  our  interests  and  our  people,  for  the  purpose  erf 
becoming  permanent  citizens  of  the  State — when  they  do  not  come  there  as  polit- 
ical adventurers,  for  political  gain,  but  come  with  capital,  intending  to  invest  it, 
and  to  become  citizens  of  the  State  with  proper  feelings  and  intentions.  I  have  no 
doubt  it  would  give  great  satisfaction  for  such  people  to  come  among  us,  whether  tli^ 
were  republicans  or  democrats.  It  makes  no  difference  to  us  whether  a  man  is  a  x^o^ 
lican  or  a  democrat,  if  he  is  an  honest  man  and  behaves  himself  as  such. 

Question.  But  your  people,  you  say,  have  an  aversion  to  a  new-comer  miTJar  ir 
politics  t 

Answer.  Offensively,  mischievously. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  '•offensively''  or  "mischievomfllyt" 

Answer.  I  have  heard  a  good  many  republican  speeches  which  were  req^ectfbl,  irludi 
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diBcosaed  matters  of  difference  in  a  proper  way,  which  appealed  to  the  people  to  adopt 
the  policy  of  the  repnhlioan  party,  becanse  it  was  best  for  them  and  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  country.  I  have  heard  persons  speak  of  those  speeches  afterward  and 
compliment  them  for  fairaeaB,  and  for  exhibiting  the  ri^t  sort  of  spirit;  th^  have 
said  they  have* no  objection  to  S[»eecbe8  of  that  sort.  But  when  a  demaj^ogae  or  a 
miscfaievons  man  goes  South  in  order  to  stir  np  the  passions  of  the  negro  population, 
and  to  grasp  political  x>ower  that  he  may  harass,  oppress,  and  rob  the  people,  they  da 
not  want  that  sort  of  fireedom  of  speeoh,  nor  do  they  want  men  of  tnat  sort  among 
them. 

Quettion.  Po  you  think  a  man  of  that  sort,  who  would  make  speeches  odious  to  the 
people,  would  be  in  danger  as  regards  his  personal  safety? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  if  a  man  were  to  go  there  and  make  an  incendiary  speech  and  ex- 
cite the  passions  of  the  ne^^roes  to  acts  of  outrage  and  violence,  I  do  not  know  that  ho 
oonld  do  so  with  impunity. 

Qmesimu  Suppose  ne  did  not  excite  any  one  to  aots  of  outrage  and  violence,  but  made 
a  bitter  republican  speech,  would  his  personal  safetv  be  endangered  f 

Anewer,  I  have  no  idea  it  would  be.  In  times  of  high  politiuil  excitement  there  are 
alwavs  in  the  meetings  of  the  people  individudis  who  become  excited  from  some  cause 
or  other — liquor  or  something  else — reckless  men,  who  will  oiler  an  indignity  to  a 
speaker.    But  that  was  done  before  the  war  as  well  as  since. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Queti^on,  You  spoke  of  a  presentment  made  by  a  grand  jury  of  your  county  t 
Anskicer,  Tee,  sir ;  I  have  cut  from  a  Montgomery  paper  and  have  here  an  extract 

£rom  ^he  general  presentment  of  the  grand  jury  that  was  charged  by  the  judge  of  the 

eity  court.    The  extract  is  as  follows : 

''  After  a  careful  and  diligent  inquiry  of  those  who  have  been  before  oar  body,  with- 
oat  regard  to  race,  color,  or  previous  condition,  from  the  different  sections  of  the  county, 
we  are  with  great  pleasure  enabled  to  report  the  total  absence  of  any  hostility  between 
tliB  races,  and  cannot  hear  of  the  least  otsturbanee  on  account  of  former  condition  or 
present  political  opinions,  bat  find  all  classes  of  law-abiding  citizens  living  in  peace, 
quiet,  and  barmony.  After  the  most  careful  and  diligent  investigation,  we  nave  been 
unable  to  find  anything  resembling  an  organized  bancT  of  lawless  persons." 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  I  understood  you  as  saying  that  your  people  believe  the  Ka-Elux  bill,  so 
called,  to  be  a  measure  levelled  at  the  people  of  the  South  more  particularly  f 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qvmiion,  The  chairman  asked  you  wheUier  or  not  its  only  effect  was  not  to  punish 
men  who  commit  outrages  in  disguise.  Do  you  not  understand  that  it  does  a  great 
deal  more  than  tbat  by  seizing  upon  whole  communities  in  certain  circumstances  and 
putting  them  under  the  power  of  the  President,  depriving  them,  in  the  particolar  dis- 
trict where  outrages  are  committed,  of  the  right  of  Xvisl  by  jury  and  other  rights 
secured  by  the  Constitution,  whether  the  citizens  generally  have  had  any  participation 
in  the  outrages  or  not  f  Do  you  not  understand  that  it  deprives  whole  oommunities 
of  their  rights,  because  of  the  aots  of  a  few  bad  men  whom  they  cannot  control  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  puts  the  whole  people  under  the  ban  of  military  power  for  the 
misconduct  of  a  few  individuals. 

QuestUm,  The  community  generally  being  as  much  opposed  to  the  aots  of  those  indi- 
viduals  as  the  men  who  framed  the  law  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questum,  And  believing  that  measure  to  be  aimed  especially  at  the  Southern  States, 
y^or  people  ol^ect  to  that  charactar  of  legislation  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 


Wasbhioton,  D.  C,  Jk^  7, 1871. 

JOSEPH  H.  SPEED  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Celurman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Qnestum,  Where  do  you  reside  t 
Answer,  In  Marion,  Perry  County,  Alabama 
Qwstion,  How  long  have  yon  lived  there  T 
Answer.  Since  186b. 

Question,  Where  did  yon  live  previous  to  that  time  f 

Answer,  I  was  bom  and  educated  in  Virginia;  lived  for  some  time  in  Kortla  CaioliQ% 
and  then  removed  to  Alabama. 
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Question.  Yon  have  always  lived  in  the  Soatb  f 

Ansxcer,  Yes,  sir;  I  was  uever  out  of  the  Soath  until  after  the  war. 

Question,  What  is  year  hasiness  t 

Anatcer.  I  am  now  ret^ster  and  master  of  the  chancery  court  of  our  district. 

Questien,  What  was  formerly  yonr  business  f 

Ansicer,  I  was  a  teacher,  up  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  war;  I  was  teaching  when 
the  war  began. 

Queation.  During  the  war  were  you  connected  with  the  rebellion  f 

Answer,  I  was  an  officer  in  the  confederate  army  from  nearly  the  beginning  of  the 
war. 

Question,  Did  you  serve  during  the  whole  warf 

Anavser,  I  served  until  I  was  appointed  by  the  governor  of  my  State  as  agent  for  the 
State  at  the  Virginia  Salt- Works.  Salt  became  very  scarce  in  the  South ;  we  had  it 
manufactured ;  and  I  was  appointed  bv  the  governor  of  the'  State  as  special  ^gent  for 
tJ^e  State  at  those  works,  wnich  were  in  Washington  County,  Southwestern  Virginia. 

Question,  With  what  political  party  did  you  act  before  the  warf 

Ansvoer,  I  was  a  whig,  or  acted  with  the  party  opposed  to  the  democratic  party 
immediately  before  the  war.  I  supported  Bell  and  Everett  in  1800.  Hy  iSrst  P][^ 
dential  vote  was  cast  then.  In  the  constitutional  convention  of  Alabama,  in  1867, 1 
was  a  member  from  my  county.  In  that  convention  I  opposed  the  disfranchisenient  of 
my  people.  The  convention,  in  the  article  on  the  elective  fhkuchlse.^  adopted  apa*- 
vision  disfranchising  from  voting  all  who  were  disfranchised  from  holding  o(0a6  ante 
the  fourteenth  amendment.  I  opposed  that  proposition  in  conventkK  entered  my 
protest  against  it  on  the  journal  ot  the  convention,  and  opposed  the  ratification  of  the 
constitution  before  the  people  on  that  account. 

Qujesiwn,  What  have  been  your  political  connections  sinoo  the  war  t 

Awtwer,  I  have  been  affiliating  with  the  republican  party  since  that  time.  I  shonM 
say  that  the  legislature  of  my  State,  which  was  repnbhcan,  removed,  at  its  first  sessioo 
after  the  admission  of  the  State,  all  disfranchisement.  I  should  not  have  acted  with 
the  republican  party  but  for  that.  The  legislature  came  to  precisely  the  same  ^pround 
that  I  had  occupied  in  the  convention.  From  that  day  on,  I  nave  cooperated  with  the 
republican  p<irty. 

Question,  jDid  you  marry  in  Virginlal 

Answer,  I  married  twice  in  Alabama,  in  the  county  where  I  reside. 

Question,  Do  the  relatives  of  your  wife  reside  there  T 

Ansvoer,  Yes*,  sir ;  the  relatives  of  both  my  wives, 

QvLesiion,  What  we  wish  to  ascertain  is  the  condition  of  things  in  your  vicinity,  and 
in  your  State  so  far  as  you  know,  in  relation  to  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  for  the  pro- 
tection of  person  and  property.  We  wish  to  know  whether  the  laws  are  so  enforced 
that  person  and  property  are  protected,  or  whether  there  are  acts  of  violence  done  to 
person  and  property,  and  especially  whether  such  acts  are  done  by  bodies  of  men  in 
dismiise.    Go  on  and  state  generally  your  views  in  relation  to  that  question. 

Answer,  My  county  has  been  up  to  the  present  year  perfectly  peaceful. 

Question,  The  county  in  which  you  live  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Our  last  State  election  was  as  orderly  and  quiet  as  any  I  ever  saw 
held.  During  the  progress  of  the  election  I  was  sittins  in  oompanv  with  some  friends 
who  differed  with  me  in  politics,  and  we  remarked  that  we  naa  never  witnessed  a 
more  quiet  election.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  more  disorder  or  any  more  nmse 
during  that  election  than  there  is  in  this  room  at  this  time.  That  was  in  November, 
1870— the  last  State  election.    I  speak  of  my  own  county,  the  county  in  which  I  reside. 

Question,  What  county  t 

Answer.  Perry  County— just  on  the  border  of  the  cane-brake  county.  We  held  aa 
election  for  State  senator  in  .January;  I  will  not  b«*  positive  as  to  tne  day,  bat  my 
recollection  is,  it  was  about  the  25th  of  January.  There  ha«l  been  a  resignation  of  sor 
State  senator.  For  some  little  time  previous,  and  perhaps  just  after,  tliere  weie  bodies 
of  men  riding  through  the  streets  or  the  town  at  night  in  disguise.  I  most  say  I M 
not  see  these  men.  I  reside  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  on  my  little  farm  of  eu^y 
acres;  my  residence  is  not  in  the  business  part  of  the  town.  But  there  is  no  doubt  at 
all  abiout  those  men  having  been  there.  I  heard  it  spoken  of  by  many  persons  who  saw 
them.  There  was  no  violence  done.  I  was  informed  by  a  roan  who  was  formerly  vy 
slave  (for  I  was  a  slaveholder)  that  the  men  rode  in  the  direction  of  my  honae,  mod  ia 
the  d  irection  of  the  houses  of  some  other  officers  of  the  countv.  But  they  did  not  mokst 
Us  at  all ;  and  I  did  not  know  of  the  matter  until  the  next  oay.  They  did  no  violoKe 
at  that  time  at  all. 

Question.  Was  that  previous  to  the  election  yon  spoke  oft 

Answer.  It  was  a  short  time  before — perhaps  one,  or  two,  or  three  nights  before.  Vt 
recollection  is  that  they  were  in  town  two  or  three  times  Just  before  the  election,  aaii 
just  after ;  I  know  they  were  there  once  or  twice  before  the  election. 

Question,  About  how  numerous  a  body  f 

Answer.  A  body  of  twenty  or  twenty-hve  men  on  horseback;  as  I  was  hilbrtkied.    UmI 
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was  tbe  first  I  knew  of  tbe  appearance  in  onr  connty  of  bodies  of  disgoised  men — ^what 
w<'  term  **  Kn-Klux.''  That  was  the  first  I  knew  of  them  from  any  reliable  information. 
There  was  a  negro  in  jail  in  my  connty  on  a  charge  of  murder.  Ho  has  never  been 
tried.  A  body  of  disguised  men  came  to  the  jail  to  take  him  out;  they  did  not  say 
what  they  wanted  with  him.  The  jailer,  who  was  a  man  of  some  will  and  person^ 
courage,  had  his  father-in-law  with  him,  and  they  were  armed — one  with  a  double- 
barrel  shot  gun,  and  the  other  with  a  Winchester  rifle.  They  told  the  men  in  disguise, 
siH'Aking  to  them  from  the  window,  that  if  they  attemnted  to  come  in  they  woulcl  fire 
on  them  and  would  be  enabled  to  kill  several  of  them  oefore  they  could  get  in.  The 
men  desisted  from  their  attempt  to  take  that  negro. 

Question,  How  large  a  body  of  men  was  that  f 

Answer.  There  were  about  twenty-five— not  less  than  that  number. 

Queslhn,  In  disguise  f 

Ansica;  Yes,  sir ;  in  disguise. 

Questiim.  The  supposition  was  not  that  they  wanted  to  rescue  the  negro,  but  that 
they  wanted  to-take  him  out  for  some  other  purpose  f 

Anstver,  They  wanted  to  take  him  out  to  punish  him.  He  had  struck  a  white  man 
who  had  died  from  the  blow. 

Question.  Perhaps  we  may  as  well  inquire  as  to  the  circumstances  of  that  case.  What 
were  they,  so  far  as  you  know  t 

Answer.  I  never  had  any  conversation  with  the  gentleman  who  was  struck,  and  who 
died  from  the  blow.  The  negro  man  who  gave  the  blow  came  to  me,  and  I  asked  him 
iu  regard  to  it,  as  well  as  others.  The  gentleman  at  whose  house  he  lived  came  to  me 
also  and  told  me  ttie  circumstances,  as  be  understood  them.  They  were  detailed  by  this 
negro  man  and  by  his  wife.  It  appeared  that  they  were  walking  on  the  street  about 
sundoWn,  ho  and  his  wife.  She  was  a  washerwoman  and  had  a  basket  of  clothes,  either 
on  her  arm  or  on  her  head ;  as  they  passed,  the  basket  touched  a  gentleman  named 
Stillings ;  the  pavement  was  narrow,  not  much  wider  than  this  table,  [about  four  feet.] 
She  and  her  husband  stated  that  Mr.  Stillings  pushed  her  violently  firom  the  sidewalK 
and  struck  her.  The  negro  man  remonstrated  with  him,  and  asked  him  why  he  did  it 
Mr.  Stillings  stooped  to  pick  a  brick  from  the  pavement 

i^uestion.  Did  be  say  anything  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  said  that  no  negro  should  crowd  him  on  the  sidewalk.  Per- 
haps hoaccoropanied  the  remark  with  an  oath,  though  I  will  not  say  as  to  the  oath.  When 
he  did  that,  the  neg^ro  man  jerked  a  paling  from  the  fence  and  struck  him  on  the  side 
of  his  neck  and  he^,  just  below  the  base  of  his  brain ;  he  was  insensible  for  some  little 
time,  and  was  taken  "Up  and  carried  home.  My  recollection  is  that  this  occurred  on 
Friday  or  Saturday  about  night.  On  Monday  Mr.  Stillings  was  on  the  street ,  but  he 
afterward  became  worse  and  died  from  the  results  of  the  blow,  after,  I  suppose,  nearly 
a  mouth. 

Question.  Was  this  colored  man  arrested  in  the  first  place  for  the  assault  t 

Ansiccr.  Yes,  sir,  he  was  arrested,  carried  before  the  mayor,  and  required  to  give 
bonds  in  $100.  Tlic  acting  mayor,  who  was  a  democrat,  fixed  that  amount  of  bailfor 
his  appearance.    The  man  appeared  at  the  time  designated. 

Question,  At  that  time  it  was  supposed  that  the  injury  to  Stillings  was  small  f 

Answer.  It  was  supposed  that  it  was  not  serious. 

Quextion.  But  he  end  eventually,  in  about  a  month,  die  ftt>m  that  blowf 

Answer.  In  several  weeks,  I  think  about  a  month. 

Question.  And  then  this  colored  man  was  arrested  and  pot  in  Jail  t 

Anstcer,  Yes.  sir,  he  was  put  in  jail  on  a  charge  of  murder. 

Q^uestion,  Wuat  time  was  that*? 

Amswer.  I  think  it  was  in  the  month  of  March  last  that  the  striking  occurred ;  that 
is  my  recollection.  These  disguised  men  came  to  take  the  man  from  jaiL  daring  the 
sessioti  of  our  circuit  court,  which  began  the  latter  part  of  March  or  the  first  chT  April. 

Question.  Then  it  was  not  very  long  after  he  was  first  confined  on  this  charge  of 
murder  f 

Answer,  These  men  came  very  soon  after  he  was  confined. 

Question,  The  jailer  made  such  resistance  that  they  went  away  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  jailer  told  them  he  would  fire  upon  them  if  they  endeavored 
to  break  into  the  jail ;  that  he  would  not  surrender  the  keys. 

Question.  Was  the  colored  man  removed  to  some  other  plaoe  t 

Answer.  He  was  removed  to  Selma. 

Question.  Is  he  still  in  jailt 

Ansicer,  He  is  still  in  Jail  in  Selma. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  any  other,  instances  of  the  appearance  of  diagnised  men, 
anu  what  they  have  done  in  your  connty  since  they  first  appeared  there  last  winter. 

Answer.  About  May,  a  colored  man  by  the  name  of  Isaac  Hall  was  taken  out  and 
trhipped. 

Question,  Where  did  he  live  t 

ALMtwer.  In  my  county. 
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Question,  How  far  from  yonr  place  f 

Afi9wer,  Between  Afteen  and  twenty  miles.  I  will  state  here  in  regard  to  all  tbe 
whippings  which  I  shall  speak  of,  that,  thoogh  I  heard  of  them  soon  after  their  ooearreuf^, 
I  got  more  explicit  information  from  the  representative  in  the  legislatare  from  my 
county,  after  I  wsb  summoned  to  appear  here.  When  I  received  au  order  to  ^Bome  to 
this  place,  it  was  Just  before  the  meeting  of  the  \)oard  of  regents  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity,  of  which  I  am  a  member. 

Question,  Were  yon  required  to  attend  that  meetiiig  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  my  daty  to  attend  there.  It  was  a  very  important  meeting 
of  the  regents.  While  I  was  there  I  told  this  mau^  who  is  a  colored  man  named  Alex- 
an'der  Curtis,  to  get  this  information  and  give  it  to  me. 

Question.  He  is  a  representative  in  your leeislature  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  is  a  man  of  unusual  intelligence  for  a  colored  man;  And  Ins 
character  for  veracity  and  integrity  is  as  good  as  that  of  any  man  I  know  of  in  the 
county.  I  think  that  all  persons  of  all  parties  wonld  give  him  that  character.  He 
and  I  talked  over  these  cases.  I  have  mentioned  the  first  case,  that  of  Isaac  Hall,  wbo 
was  tak^i  oat  and  whipped  about  the  Ist  of  Hay.  The  canae  for  which  he  -waa 
whipped,  as  this  colored  representative  in  his  examination  found  out,  was  that  be  'was 
an  active  republican. 

Question.  Was  there  any  charge  of  misconduct  againathimt 

Answer,  None  that  I  heard. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Did  this  colored  man  pretend  to  know  these  fiEtots  himsdf,  or  did  be  gather 
them  second-hand  t 

Anstcer,  He  was  not  present  when  the  whippings  ooenrred.  He  either  saw  the  par- 
ties or  persons  who  haa  seen  the  parties  who  were  whipped. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Yon  heanl  of  these  cases  by  report  t 

Answer.  1  heard  of  them  immediately  on  their  occurrence. 

Question.  And  you  sent  this  man  to  get  the  particulars  about  each  of  these  caseet 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  got  him  to  secure  for  me  (^e  particulars.  There  is  no  sort  of 
question — it  is  just  as  certain  as  that  I  sit  on  this  chair— that  those  ocenrreDCea  toc^ 
place. 

Question.  Was  Hall  severely  beaten  f 

Anstoer.  Not  severely,  so  far  as  I  know.  I  do  not  know  the  extend  of  the  beating.  I  pre- 
sume it  was  not  very  severe.  The  next  case  was  that  of  Alfred  Darling,  a  colored  man, 
who  was  beaten  in  February  for  the  same  cause ;  and  he  was  very  terribly  beaten.  In 
this  case  I  received  information,  also,  from  the  senator  from  Hale  County,  which  is  Just 
west  of  the  county  of  Perry,  having  been  made  from  a  portion  of  it.  The  senator  nom 
Hale  lives  near  the  edge  of  Perry. 

Question.  And  near  this  man  who  was  beaten  f 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  He  told  me  he  saw  this  man  Darling  hims^,  and  that  he  was  very 
terribly  beaten. 

Question.  Why  was  that  done  t 

Answer.  There  was  no  charge  against  him  so  far  as  I  know,  and  I  have  been  vnable  to 
hear  of  any.  I  asked  Mr.  Johnson,  the  senator  frt>m  Hale,  who  is  a  white  maa,  and  he 
said  be  knew  of  none. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  from  what  you  learned  that  these  men  who  did  this 
act  alleged  any  reason  for  doing  it  f 

Answer.  Nothing  that  I  heard.  I  will  say  that  as  to  the  character  of  this  man,  Alfred 
Darling,  I  inquired  of  persons  who  lived  in  hie  neighborhood— white  men  who  an 
democrats— and  they  represented  him  to  be  a  good  man,  as  having  a  better  ehaiacis 
than  colored  men  g^ieraily  have. 

Question.  And  you  never  heard  in  any  way  of  any  allegation  against  him  f 

Anstver.  I  have  heard  no  allegatioa  against  him.  The  ne:(t  case  is  tiiat  ef  Moiiie 
Hartley  and  her  son,  who  were  stiot  about  the  middle  of  April. 

Question,  Do  yon  mean  that  they  were  killed  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  both  shot  and  wounded. 

Question.  How  far  from  your  place  did  that  happen  f 

Amtcer,  I  think  about  fifteen  miles. 

Question.  Was  this  done  by  a  body  of  disguised  men  t 

Answer.  It  was  done  by  a  body  of  men  who  are  supposed  to  hare  been  the  same  hodr 
that  were  in  Marion,  my  4^wn.  My  information  is,  that  it  occurred  the  mormn^  afttf 
the  appearance  of  these  men  in  Marion.    It  occurred  early  in  the  morning. 

QuisUon,  Do  you  understand  why  this  was  done,  whether  there  was  ainr  dfearas 
against  these  persons  who  were  shot  T 

Answer.  There  was  no  charge  whatever,  that  I  know  or  bare  heard. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  as  to  the  character  of  this  woman  and  her  aaaf 
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Akswct.  NothiDg  at  all. 
Qveation.  Not  by  report  even  f 

Anaicer,  No,  eir ;  not  even  by  report.    The  circniustanceS;  as  I  beard  them  detailed; 
were  that  these  men  were  passin^r  along.    They  of  course  excited  the  curiosity  of  these 
negroes,  who  were  standing  in  their  yard  looking  at  them. 
Question.  And  the  men  fired  upon  them  T 
Answer.  And  they  were  fired  upon  by  the  men. 
Question.  Can  you  mention  any  other  case  f 

Answer.  The  next  case  is  that  of  a  woman  named  Katie  La  Grone.  She  had  been 
living  with  a  gentleman  named  Blackbnm,  bnt  had  left  his  employment.  She  was 
whipped,  and  told  by^he  men  who  whipped  her — disguised  men — that  she  must  go 
back  to  Mr.  Blackburn^s  house.  This  occurred  the  last  of  May.  I  saw  Mr.  Blackburn 
myself,  and  asked  him  in  regard  to  it.  He  told  me  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  thing 
having  been  done. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  there  was  any  allegation  of  misconduct  or  crimi- 
naUty  against  this  woman  f 

Answer.  Nothing,  so  far  as  I  know,  further  than  that  she  had  left  the  employment  of 
this  man.     That  was  the  cause,  as  I  was  informed,  that  was  assigned  for  the  punish- 
ment by  the  men  who  punished  her. 
Quetit^on.  State  any  other  case.  * 

Anstcer.  There  was  another  case  which  occnrred  either  on  the  edge  of  my  own  county 
or  in  Bibb  County ;  I  am  not  positive  which.  The  person  who  was  killed  was  at  the 
house  of  his  brother-i^|#w ;  and  either  he  or  his  brother-in-law  was  named  Great- 
honse.  On  the  edge  oroibb  or  of  Perry  County  there  lived  a  white  man  who  had  em- 
ployed a  colored  man  that  had  left  the  employ  of  another  white  man.  A  body  of  men 
in  disguise  visited  this  colored  man  and  told  him  he  must  go  back  into  the  employment 
of  his  former  employer.  He  refused  to  do  so.  Afterward  this  colored  man  was  whipped 
by  a  body  of  men  in  disguise.  The  gentleman  with  whom  he  was  then  living  was 
very  indignant  at  his  being  whipped  because  he  was  in  his  employment.  He  stated  to 
the  colored  man,  "  If  you  desire  to  leave  me  and  go  back  to  your  former  employer,  you 
may  go ;  but  I  shall  not  discharge  you."  The  negro  refused  to  go.  A  body  of  dis- 
gaieed  men  came  to  the  house.  I  must  say  that  this  cas^,  I  think,  had  no  political 
aspect  at  all.  The  house  was  a  log  house,  and  there  were  two  men  in  it,  the  owner  of  the 
house  and  his  brother-in-law.  The  disguised  men  fired ;  and  the  two  men  in  the  house 
fired  upon  them  and  wounded  two  of  them  very  severely.  The  wounded  men  were  car- 
ried off,  however.  It  was  seen  by  the  blood  next  morning  that  two  had  been  wounded. 
When  the  men  inside  the  house  had  discharged  their  guns,  one  of  the  disguised  men 
on  the  outside  knowing  that  their  guns  were  empty,,  stepped  up  to  the  house,  shot  one 
of  the  persons  in  the  house,  and  killed  him ;  shot  him  just  in  the  thorax.  The  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  this  case  was  given  to  me  by  a  State  senator,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Hale 
Coant3'.  It  occurred  not  far  from  the  place  of  his  residence.  Hale,  Bibb,  and  Perry 
are  acyacent  counties. 

Question.  Can  you  state  any  other  case  f 

An9we^\  Those  are  the  only  cases  that  occurred  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  my 
county  that  you  have  not  bc^  informed  about,  I  presume.    Theix)  was  the  case  of 
Oeorffe  A.  Clark,  who  was  veiy  severely  treated  in  Sumter  County,  in  the  faU  of  1870. 
SbalT I  state  what  he  told  me  I 
^tiestion.  Yes,  sir. 

^nsicer.  This  gentleman  states  that  he  is  an  Englishman,  still  a  subject  of  Great 
Si^tain ;  that  he  was  teaching  a  negro  school  in  Sumter ;  that  a  band  of  men  took  him 
out,  whipped  him  very  severely — terribly;  shot  him  and  hung  him.  They  supposed, 
}x&  says,  that  he  was  dead.  They  let  him  down;  he  was  insensible:  he  recovered, 
lio'^'cver,  crawled  off,  made  his  escape  and  came  to  my  county.  I  was  the  superintend- 
ent of  education  for  my  county  at  that  time,  and  I  gave  him  employment.  He  is  now 
teaching  a  negro  school  in  my  county.  This  occurred  in  the  fall  of  1870.  Mr.  Clark 
caxL  be  had  if  he  is  desired. 

^uesHoti.  Why  did  these  men  treat  him  in  this  way  t 

^  nswer.  He  stated  that  they  did  it  because  he  was  teaching  a  negro  school. 
Question.  Did  you  undetstand  from  him  that  that  was  what  they  said  to  himf 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  cause  assigned. 

Quettun^.  Do  yon  understand  that  ther^  was  no  other  charge  against  him  t 
^Tiswer.  None  other  that  I  know  of.    I  got  my  information  in  regard  to  it  from  him. 
{vloime. 

i^Meaiion.  Have  you  heard  of  the  occurrence  otherwise  f 
^Mswer.  Yes,  sir. 

QnesHon.  But  the  particulars  of  it  you  obtained  from  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  When  I  was  in  I'uscaloosa  to  take  part  in  reorganizing  the  uni- 
vexsity,  Professor  Whitfield,  a  professor  in  the  institution,  gave  me  some  letters  whtoh 
C  ba.'ve  here,  which  were  addressed  to  students  of  the  university.  There  were  only  a 
&w  students  there.  These  letters  had  a  string  tied  around  them,  and  were  hung 
27 
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upon  this  dagger,  [^vitness  produces  a  dagger,]  which  was  stuck  into  one  of  the  doors 
of  the  university.  This  is  the  instrameDt  given  to  me  by  Professor  Whitfield,  and 
•these  are  the  letters  [producing  letters]  which  wore  addressed  to  the  stndeuts,  order- 
ing them  to  leave.    Oue  of  these  students  was  the  son  of  Ex-Governor  Smith. 

QueaUon.  Read  the  letters. 

Answer,  They  are  as  follows : 

"  David  Smith  :  You  have  received  one  notice  from  us,  and  this  shall  be  our  last. 
You  nor  no  other  d— d  son  of  a  d — d  radical  traitor  shall  stay  at  our  university.  Leave 
here  in  less  than  ten  days,  for  in  that  time  we  will  visit  the  place  and  it  will  not  be 
weU  for  you  to  be  found  out  there.    The  State  is  ours  and  so  shall  our  university  be. 

"  Written  by  the  secretary  by  order  of  the  Klan." 

"  Sbavey  :  You  have  received  one  notice  from  us  to  leave.  This  is  tiie  last.  We 
will  be  out  in  force  in  less  than  ten  days,  and  it  will  not  be  good  for  you  to  be  found 
out  there.  We  are  resolved  it  shall  not  be  carried  on  under  the  present  faculty.  Some 
have  been  wise  enough  to  take  our  warning.    Do  the  same. 

"The  Klan." 

"  Charles  Muncel  :  You  had  better  get  back  where  you  came  from.  We  don't  want 
any  d— d  Yank  at  our  colleges.  In  less  than  ten  days  we  will  come  to  see  if  you  obey 
our  warning.  If  not,  look  out  for  hell,  for  d — n  you,  we  will  show  you  that  you  shall 
not  stay,  you  nor  no  one  else,  in  that  college.  This  is  your  first  notice ;  let  it  be  yoor 
last. 

"  The  Klan  by  the  secretary." 

"  Harton  :  They  sa^  you  ve  of  good  democratic  fiimily.  If  yon  are,  lea^e  the 
university  and  that  q^uick.  We  don't  intend  that  the  concern  shall  run  any  longfer. 
This  is  trie  second  notice  you  have  ifeceived  J  you  will  get  no  other.  In  less  thao  fem 
^ays  we  intend  to  clean  out  the  concern.  We  mil  have  good  southern  men  there  or 
none. 

"  By  order  of  the  K.  K.  K." 

This  Charles  Muncel,  to  whom  one  of  the  letters  was  addressed,  was  a  young  man 
Jfrom  the  State  of  New  York,  as  I  was  informed  by  the  faculty.    The  letters  were  incloaed 
in  one  envelope,  addressed — 

A..   JdL.   Jfck,.-, 

"Students  University." 

Question,  These  letters  were  all  left  at  the  door  att)ne  timef 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  all  tied  together.    The  persons  to  whom  they  were  ad- 
•  dressed  were  students  of  the  university. 

Question,  And  the  letters  were  fastened  to  the  door  by  this  dagger  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  When  was  thatt 

Answer,  I  cannot  be  positive  as  to  the  time. 

Question.  Was  it  recently  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  this  year. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Did  those  students  leave  t 

Answer,  They  left.    They  were  smart  enough  for  that. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  These  young  men  have  all  gonef 

Answer,  There  were  no  students  in  the  university  when  we  went  there  to  reoTganize 
;the  faculty  in  June. 

Question.  Yon  have  spoken  of  the  election  in  your  county  In  January,  and  have  said 
that  there  were  bodies  of  nlen  riding  about  in  your*  town  two  or  three  nights  befbre 
the  election.  Was  there  about  that  election  anything  peculiar,  anything  difierent 
from  what  you  had  before  t 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  that  I  understand  what  you  mean  by  ''peculiar." 

Question,  Was  there  anything  peculiar  about  the  polls!  Were  there  men  there 
armed  f 

Answer,  Not  at  that  election,  so  far  as  I  know.  The  republican  who  was  voted  for 
^id  not  appear  at  all.  I  think  he  was  afraid  to  come  on  the  ground.  The  pobUc 
feeling  at  that  election  was  very  dififerent  from  what  it  was  at  me  fall  election — tbe 
State  election. 

Question.  What  caused  the  dlfiference  T    Giv^  us  your  opinion  about  that  matter. 

Ansicei:  My  opinion  is  just  this:  The  counties  of  Greene  and  Sumter,  in  West 
Alabama,  were  strongly  republican  up  to  the  last  fall  election.  At,  that  time,  one  of 
those  counties — my  recollection  is  it  was  Sumter — gave  600  democratic  m^joritTf  "when 
there  had  been  before  that  nearly  2,000  republican  majority,  though  I  will  not  Ise  poei- 

• 
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live  as  to  the  utmiber.  The  county  of  Greene  also  gave  a  democratic  majority, 
although  very  mtioh  smaller  than  that  given  by  Sumter.  It  had  been  one  of  the 
largest  republican  counties  in  tlje  State. "  My  opinion  is  that  the  success  of  the  course 
pui*sued  m  Greene  and  Sumter,  by  which  those  counties  were  wrested  from  the 
republicans  and  made  to  give  democratic  majorities,  was  seen  iu  our  county  and  that 
it  was  the  same  spirit. 
Question.  What  do  yon  refer  tof  What  had  been  done  in  those  counties? 
Afiswer.  There  had  been  a  great  deal  of  violence  and  intimidation  there.  It  had 
been  jierfectly  horrible.  Numbers  of  men  had  been  killed  in  those  counties,  and  all  of 
them  republicans. 

Qitesiion.  Did  the  appearance  of  these  armed  bodies  of  men  in  your  county  produce  a 
similar  eflFect  there  T 
Anmcer.  Upon  the  colored  people  t 

Qumtim.  Yes,  sir.  ■  ^       ' 

Answer,  Yes^  sir,  it  did.    Many  of  the  leading  colored  people  fold  me  that  they  never 
intended  to  vote,  or  to  have  anything  to  do  again  with  an  election  in  my  county. 
Question.  Were  they  intimidated  f 

Ansioer.  They  were  intimidated,  unquestionably,  not  only  with  reference  to  that  elec- 
tion, but  as  to  "future  elections.  At  an  election  held  early  in  March  in  my  town — a  mu- 
nicipal election — a  number  of  armed  men  were  around  the  polls,  and  they  did  what  our 
laws  positively  prohibit.  Voters  were  challenged.  .  Men  who  were  registered  bv 
democratic  registrars  were  refused  the  privilege  of  voting ;  their  votes  "^ere  challenged, 
which  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  our  State.  The  registration  was  going  on  at  the  time 
of  the  election  |  It  had  not  been  entirely  complete,  and  I  know  of  several  men  who 
came  with  certificates  of  registration  from  a  democrat^  registrar,  who  were  challenged. 
My  father-in-law,  as  strong  a  democrat  as  there  is  in  ady  State,  (but  I  believe  him  to  be 
» an' honest  man,  and  one  who  would  do  justice  to  all  men,)  was  one  of  the  registrars. 
Ne^oes  would  go  to  these  registrars,  who  would  question  them,  and  if,  in  tl|eir  opinion, 
they  were  entitled  to  registration,  they  would  register  them  and  give  them  certificates. 
There  were  printed  lists  of  those  registered  prior  to  that  time.  A  number  of  men  who 
wore  sent  with  these  certificates  were  refused  the  privilege  of  voting ;  their  votes 
were  challenged,  although  oul  State  law  positively  prohibits  it. 
Question.  And  they  were  not  allowed  to  vote  f 
Anstcer.  They  were  not  allowed  to  vote. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether,  in  consequence  of  this  feeling  which  prevailed  in 

your  county,  men  staid  away  in  any  considerable  numbers,  and  did  not  offer  to  vote  t 

Answer.  This  was  a  municipal  election,  not  a  county  election.  Men  did  stay  away.   I 

know  a  very  intelligent  white  man,  a  republican,  who  staid  away  on  that  account. 

He  told  me  so. 

Question.  You  have  stated  various  acts  of  violence  committed  in  your  county.  In 
how'many  cases  have  the  parties  been  prosecuted  f 

Anstcer.  Not  one  that  I  know  of.  I  can  safely  say  that  in  my  county  (I  do  not  know 
how  it  may  be  in  other  places)  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  case  in  which  there  has  been 
a  prosecution.  I  think  that  none  of  the  parties  have  been  prosecuted.  It  is  proper  to 
say  that  some  t)f  these  cases  have  occurred  since  our  court  adjourned ;  I  want  to  make 
no  erroneous  impression.  But  those  that  occurred  before  the  acyoumment  of  our  court 
were  not  prosecuted. 

Question.  Yon  have,  I  suppose,  as  we  have  elsewhere;  a  process  of  bringing  a  man 
charged  with  crime  before  a  magistrate! 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.  * 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  such  proceedings  ? 
Answer.  No  steps  of  that  kind  have  been  taken,  so  far  as  I  know. 
Question.  Do  you  know  why  nothing  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  prosecuting  for 
those  offenses  t 

Answer.  I  suppose  that,  as  these  uien  were  in  disguise,  it  was  not  known  who  com- 
mitted the  deeds.  The  prosecutiug  attorney  for  our  county  is  a  very  able  and  very  de- 
tiinniued  man,  and  I  do  not  thiiik  he  would  hesitate  to  prosecute  if  he  knew  the 
parties.  I  refer  now  to  the  eases  of  whippings.  As  to  these  challenges  .of  votes,  we 
have  had  nocourt  since  that  was  done.  I  spoke  with  our  county  solicitor  in  reference 
to  that  matter.  I  told  him  the  law  had  been  violated,  and  remarked,  "  I  try  to  obey 
the  law  myself,  and  think  other  men  ought  to  do  the  same."  He  remarked  that  it  was 
useless  to  prosecute  for  challenging  the  votes. 

Question.  You  have  given  us  a  statement  of  what  has  transpired  in  your  county. 
Has  the  condition  of  thin|rs  in  other  parts  of  the  State  during  tue  last  year  been  simi- 
lar T     What  information  iiave  you  upon  that  point  ? 

Answer.  From  the  best  information  I  can  obtain,  there  are  several  counties  of  the 
State  of  Alabama  in  which#during  the  last  year  there  Was  very  great  intimidation  and 
violence.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  candid  man  of  any  politics  could  say  that  there 
was  a  fair  expression  of  the  political  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Greene  and  Sumter 
Counties  in  the  last  election. 
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Question.  "What  prevented  a  fab  espression  of  the  popnlar  sentiment  t 

Answer.  The  violence  that  had  been  perpetrated  before  the.  election. 

Qucsiian.  What  sort  of  violence  f 

Answer.  The  killing  and  whipping  of  persons  by  men  in  disguise.  Citizens  of  Greene 
County  told  me  they  knew  colored  men  who  had  not  slept  in  their  houses  for  a  moDth, 
because  they  were  afraid  to  sleep  there.  Mr.  Hays,  one  of  the  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress from  onr  State,  told  me  he  knew  colored  men  who  bad  not  slept  in  their  houses 
for  a  month.  I  was  elected  to  the  board  of  education  last  fall.  I  wanted  to  canvass 
Sumter  and  Greene  in  that  election,  and  my  friends  told  me  that  I  could  not  do  it ;  that 
I  would  endanger  nty  life  if  I  did.  Up  to  that  time  I  had  had  none  of  that  feeling 
Up  to  October,  1870, 1  felt  that  there  was  no  part  of  the  American  continent  where  I 
could  not  express  my  sentiments  freely. 

QuesiUm.  Was  this  thing  confined  to  Greene  and  Samter  Counties  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  tl^re  hits  been  violence  elsewhere.  As  I  have  been  informed,  (and 
it  is  true  beyond  all  question,)  a  large  number  of  men  have  been  killed  in  Tascaloatsa 
County. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Have  any  been  whipped  f 

Answer.  Others  have  been  whipped.  The  same  thing  has  been  done  in  Pickens 
County.  The  violence  in  the  four  counties  I  have  named  has  been  greater  than  in  any 
other  portion  of  the  State  in  my  section.  Wo  are,  as  yon  will  find  by  rei3erenc«  to  the 
map,  separated  very  much  from  Northern  Alabama.  Until  very  recently  we  have  had 
no  railroad  running  through  the  State  connecting  .the  northern  and  southern  portions. 
My  information  is  confinea  to  t^ose  coanties  which  are  nearest  to  me.  All  the  counties 
I  have  named  are  in  the  fourth  congressional  district — ^the  district  that  votod  for  me 
as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education.  The  members  of  the  board  are  elected  by 
oongressiopal  districts. ' 

Q,uestion.  By  the  people  t 

Answer.  By  the  people  in  the  oongressional  districts.  The  same  counties  that  com- 
pose a  congressional  district  elect  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  once  in  two 
years. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Who  represents  yoor  district  in  Congress  f 
Answer.  Mr.  Hays. 

By  the  Chaibman,  (Mr.  Poiand  :) 

Question.  Was  there  a  perceptible  change  in  the  votes  of  the  counties  yon  have 
named  in  the  last  election  7 

Ansvoer.  I  suppose  you  have  the  records  of  the  votes  of  these  counties  and  of  the 
State  here  somewhere. 

Question,  I  would  like  you  to  state  generally  the  results  of  that  election. 

Answer.  Sumter  and  Greene  Counties  were  among  the  larg;est  republican  counties  in 
that  congressional  district.  I  say  they  were  among  the  largest ;  they  were  not  the 
largest.  That  district  is  in  what  is  known  as  the  ^^ Black  Belf  Mj  recollection  is 
that  Greene  gave  about  2,500  m^ority  for  General  Grant,  and  Sumter  m  the  neighbor- 
hood of  2,000.  Last  year,  SonUer  gave  a  large  democratic  majority,  and  Greene  a 
democratic  majority. 

Question.  Is  it  your  belief  that  this  change  in  the  vote  was  produced  by  the  terror 
and  intimidation  of  which  you  have  spoken  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  sort  of  doubt  in  the  world  that  it  was.  I  believe  it  as  firmly  as  I 
believe  in  the  existence  of  my  Maker. 

Question.  Po  you  believe  that  these  acts  of  violence  and  this  terrorism  were  gotten 
^np  by  these  bodies  of  men  for  that  purpose  t 

Ansiver.  I  believe  that  they  were  gotten  up  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  the 
elections* 

Question.  How  was  it  in  regard  to  the  other  counties  you  have  named  T 

Answer.  1  have  the  same  opinion  in  regard  to  them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  law  has  been  enforced  against  any  of  these  men 
in  any  of  the  counties  you  have  named  f 

Ansioer.  So  far  as  I  know,  or  have  been  informed,  not  one  man  has  been  punished  hy 
the  State  laws  for  these  outrages. 

Question.  What  is  your  belief  as  to  the  pauses  of  the  non-enforcement  of  tho  law 
against  them  ? 

Answer,  I  think  that  in  many  cases  it  is  because  the  men  are  in  disguise.  In  the 
county  of  Greene  the  sohcitor  was  killed.  Doubtless  you  have  all  heard  of  the  atrocious 
assassinatioA  of  Bfr.  Boyd  at  night  by  a  body  of  men  vanously  stated  at  from  filt;y  to 
seventy- live.  The  opinion  of  citizens  of  Greene  in  regard  to  tho  kiUiug,  as  given  to 
.  me,  is,  that  the  cause  of  his  death  was  that  he  was  endeavoring  to  ferret  out  aome 
outrages  which  had  been  previously  committed. 
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By  Mr.  Pool:  ,  » 

QuettUm.  By  disgitised  meta  t 

Anstcer.  By  disguised  men.  There  is  anotber  theory  in  regard  to  the  canse  of  his 
assassination.  I  will  state  all  that  I  have  heard  in  regard  to  the  matter.  The  other 
theory,  as  dven  me  by  Chancetlor  Clarke  and  his  son,  who  are  most  excellent  gentler 
men  of  high  intelligence  and  int-egiity,  is,  that  Boyd  himself,  previous  to  the  war,  had 
comraittea  a  homicide,,  and  either  suffered  the  penalty,  or  was  acquitted ;  I  do  not  know 
-which.  He  may  have  been  tried  and  acquitted,  or  con.vicfted  and  pardoned.  Some 
persons  in  Greene  County  think  that  the  men  who  assassinated  him  were  friends  of  tha 
man  whom  he  had  killed. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Qttestion.  Do  you  believe  that  one  cause  of  the  failure  to  prosecute  these  men  has  been 
th^  fear  of  violence  entertained  by  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  prosecute  f 

Ansteer.  I  do  not  think  that  the  solicitor  of  my  county  has  any  Tear  of  that  sort. 

Question.  How  is  it  in  these  other  counties  t 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  that  that  is  the  case.  I  cannot  state  it  as  a  faci ;  but  that 
is  my  opinion.  I  will  state  that,  x>erhaps,  we  have  in  my  county  the  ablest  solicitor  in 
the  State,  a  man  of  very  superior  ability,  and  fearless  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

QueMion.  Have  yon  heard  of  these  bodies  of  disguised  men  in  other  parts  of  the 
State  f 

Jnstrer.  Tes,  sir,  I  have.  I  have  heard  of  them  in  several  counties  north  of  me,  in 
St.  Clair  and  Walker. 

Question.  Have  the  results  been  similar  f 

Jnsu^er.  Yes,  sir,  they  have  produced  similar  results.  . 

Question.  Have  yon  any  knowledge  or  general  judgment  from  the  transactions  as  to 
the  extent  of  this  organization  f 

Anmcer.  I  have  no  knowledge  except  what  I  have  gathered  from  the  opinions  of 
others.    I  never  myself  saw  a  Kn-Klux.  ^ 

Question.  From  all  the  information  that  yon  have  in  relation  to  the  appearance  and 
condact  of  these  bands  of  men,  what  is  your  Judgment  in  regard  to  the  generality  of 
an  organization  of  that  kind  f 

Anetcer.  I  think  these  men  were,  last  fall  and  winter,  organized  in  the  counties  I  have 
spoken  of,  Greene,  Sumter,  Pickens,  and  Tuscaloosa;  whether  the  organization  is  in 
existence  at  this  time  I  do  not  know.  But  I  have  no  dcrabt  at  i^  tmi^t  there  was  a 
systematic  organization  of  these  men  last  year. 

Question,  For  what  purpose  f    With  what  intent  t 

Anmcer.  Mv  opinion  is  that  their  intent  was  to  influence  the  State  election  of  1870. 

Question.  T^pon  what  class  of  men  have  these  acts  of  violence,  whippings,  murders, 
&c.,  been  committed  ? 

Anstcer.  They  are  not  committed  by  the  best  men  by  any  means. 

Question.  I  ask,  ux>on  what  class  of  men'are  they  coiAmitted  t  Who  are  the  victims 
of  them  t 

Antfwer.  They  are  most  generally  negroes ;  negroes  or  white  men  who  are  republicans. 

Question.  Do  these  acts  of  violence  seem,  as  a  general  rule,  to  be  committed  only 
against  republicans,  either  white  or  colored  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir,  as  a  general  rule.  The  exceptions  ^f  which  I  spoke  are  the  only 
cases  within  my  knowledge  where  the  violence  was  oeaunitted  upon  any  other  than 
republicans.  • 

Question.  That  case  yon  said  you  thought  had  no  political  significance  whatever  T 

Anstcer.  Li  my  opinion,  it  had  not.  • 

Question.  How  is'it  in  regard  to  the  expression  of  opinion  in  portions  of  your  State 
by  republicans? 

A  nstcer.  Well,  as  I  have  stated,  np  to  last  fall,  I  felt  I  could  go  in  any  part  of  Southern 
Alabama,  or  anywhere  else  in  the  State,  or  in  the  Union,  and  express  my  sentiments 
withont  let  or  hindcrance.  But  I  believe  that  last  fall  it  would  have  cost  a  republican 
his  life  to  have  gone  alone  and  without  protection  to  some  portions  of  Greene,  Sumter, 
Tuscaloosa,  and  Pickens  Counties,  and  made  republican  speeches.  That  is  mv  honest  * 
belief. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  recent  transactions  of  the  oharacter  we  are  now 
inquiring  about  ? 

Ansicer.  My  conntry  has  been  more  quiet  since  the  winter :  all  of  our  State,  I  think, 
has  been  more  quiet ;  I  think  there  has  been  more  quiet  in  our  section  of  the  State 
during  this  last  spring  than  for  some  months  previous. 

Question.  Have  you  any  theory  as  to  how  that  has  been  produce<l  t 

Answer.  I  think  it  may  be  attributable  partly  to  two  causes.  One,  I  think,  is  that 
there  is  no  political  excitement  now,  no  election  pending  in  the  immediate  future ; 
and,  in  the  second  place,  I  think  it  is  possible,  and  even  probable,  th.at  the  paiisa^e  by 
Congress  of  the  bill  under  which  there  was  an  effort  made  to  j^ve  protection  to  tree 
thought  and  free  speech  in  the  South  may  have  hod  its  influence. 
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Question.  And  this  Bt^te  of  greater  fiecurit^  is  general,  so  far  as  yon  know  t 

Amtcer,  Through  my  section  of  the  State  it  is;  and  so  ftfft  as  I  Imow  throoghoat  tli« 
State. 

Quetstion.  This  feeling  of  apparent  hostility,  of  which  you  q»eak,  is  it  asaiost  any- 
hody  who  votes  tho  republican  ticket,  or  is  it  only  against  the  colored  people  whovoU 
that  ticket  f 

Anncer.  It  is  against  anybody  who  is  actively  a  republican, 

Question,  Is  there  any  special  hostility  to  negro  sufeige^to  negroes  exercising  the 
right  to  vote  ? 

Anmcer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  democratic  party  of  my  State,  and,  so  £ar  as  I  havo  been  able 
to  get  information,  elsewhere,  are  very  much  opposed  to  negco  suffirage. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Has  anybody  been  killed  in  your  county  by  disguised  men  f 

Anavcer.  Nobody  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Nobody  that  you  have  heard  off 

Answer.  Nobody  that  I  have  heard  of.  I  think  I  can  safely  say  that  nobody  baa  been 
killed  in  my  county,  nnloss  the  killing  of  Greathouse  oconrred  in  Perry  Coanty.  It 
was  on  the  edge  of  either  Perry  or  Bibo. 

Question.  He  was  a  democrat  ? 

Anstcer.  That  was  my  information.  That  case  was  not  political  in  its  aspect.  It  was, 
as  I  understood,  a  difficulty  growing  out  of  the  hiring  of  a  negro. 

Question.  You  yourself  never  saw  a  disguised  man  ? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  a  Ku-Klux.  I  have  seen  disguised  men,  but  never  saw  such  m 
you  allude  to— a  Ku-Klnx  in  disguise. 

Question.  Yon  never  saw  any  of  these  bands  of  men  going  about  in  the  niglu  f 

Ansicer.  Never  any  of  the  disguised  men  that  you  speak  ot 

Question.  And  the  information  you  have  as  to  many  of  the  cases  you  have  given 
coijies  directly-or  indirectly  from  tho  parties  who  were  chastised  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  all,  of  course,  deny  that  there  was  any  reason  lor  it? 

Anstcer.  There  was  no  reason  ^ven. 

Question.  Is  it  not  almost  certain  that  the  persons  wh9  had  been  chastised,  no  matter 
what  was  the  cause,  would  assert  that  there  was  no  reason  f  Is  not  that  the  ordinary 
course  of  things  when  a  statement  comes  from  such  a  source  f 

Answer.  That  might  be  true ;  but  the  laws  of  our  State  do  not  permit  a  body  of  mea 
to  go  out  and  chastise  such  persons  as  they  may  select.  If  individuals  violate  the 
laws,  there  are  laws  to  punish  them  for  such  v.iolation. 

Question.  There  is  certainly  no  dispute  about  that;  but  the  person  who  ia  chastised 
in  sure  to  say  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  no  offense,  is  he  not  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question.  Suppose  a  x>crson  were  whippedlillegally  and  wrongfully,  because  he  bad 
burned  a  bam  or  a  dwelling-house  in  the  night-time,  and  it  could  not  be  proved  upon 
him ;  would  that  be  as  great  an  outrage  as  if  he  had  been  whipped  when  he  had  done 
BO  such  thin^  t 

Answer.  Ot  course  not. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  outrage  would  be  equally  great  t 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  man  who'  would  bom  a  bam  or  oominit  a 
theft  or  anything  of  that  sort  would  say  he  had  committed  no  offense  if  wlu^[>ed 
for  it. 

Question.  Several  cases  yon  mentioned  were  cases  of  violence  upon  women — ^whip- 
ping them,  dccf 

An»tv€r.  There  was  one  case  where  a  woman  was  shot — she  and  hereon;  andoM 
woman  was  whipped. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  that  those  women  were  mixed  up  with  politics  f 

Answer.  No.  sir;  not  at  all. 

Question.  Then  yon  think  that  the  men  who  did  those  whippings  did  them  eiUier 
•  from  pure  wantonness 

Atiswer.  One  woman  was  shot  and  another  whipped.  In  the  case  of  the  whip]Hn^  th« 
cause  given  by  the  parties  who  whipped  the  woman  was,  as  I  understood,  that  ehe  hail 
left  the  employment  of  Mr.  Blackburn  and  gone  away  from  him.  She  waa  whined, 
and  went  back. 

Question.  There  was  no  politics  in  that  I 

Jinmrer.  Noue  at  all. 

Question.  An  to  the  case  of  the  other  woman,  what  was  said  about  thatf 

Anstnr.  My  understanding  was  that  a  party  of  disguised  men  were  riding  along,  aad 
they  shot  at  and  hit  this  woman  and  her  child. 

Question.  That  was  an  accident,  you  think,? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  so*. 

Question.  You  think  they  just  shot  at  her  because  they  could  shoott 
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Answer,  I  Bnppose  so.  It  was  a  piece  of  wantouness,  I  tbink.  If  I  bad  tbougbt  it 
was  ail  accident,  I  sboiild  bavA  said  so  at  tirst.  I  am  a  soutbern  man,  and  I  say  noth- 
ing against  ray  people  unless  I  feel  compelled  to  say  it. 

Question,  Those  letters  to  the  boys  at  the  univei-sity,  were  they  never  traced  to  any 
source  ? 

Anstcer.  None  that  I  know  of.    No  effort  was  made,  so  far  as  I  know,  to  trace  them 
to  any  sonrce.    They  are  all  evidently  written  by  the  same  person,  I  think.    The  cir- 
camstanees  wore  jus^  as  I  have  detailed  them.    Thoy  were  found  banging  to  a  da;;ger, 
wbich  was  stuck  in  one  of  the  doors  of  the  university.    There  was  a  string  tied  round 
the  letters,  and  they  were  bung  on  the  dagger. 
Question,  IJid  any  disguised  men  ever  coino  to  that  university  T 
Answer.  None  tiiat  I  know  of. 
QaesHon,  You  never  beard  of  any  being  there? 
Answer,  I  never  beard  of  any. 
Question.  Those  three  hoys  all  left  T 

Answer.  There  were  four.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  all  left  at  once ;  they  all  left, 
however. 

Qiuati&n,  Does  it  not  strike  you  that  a  boy  who  wanted  to  ^et  away  from  school  might, 
as  a  very  ready  means  of  getting  away,  give  himself  notice  in  that  maimer,  and  get  off 
on  the  strength  of  it  ?  "" 

Answer.  It  may  be  so,  but  I  haveno  idea  that  it  is  true  in  this  case — none  in  the  world. 
If  yon  bad  lived  in  that  country,  and  knew  what  has  been  said  about  the  university, 
and  what  has  been  done  in  regard  to  it,  you  would  think  as  I  do  in  reference  to  this 
matter. 
Question.  But  no  disguised  men  ever  came  thore  f      •  , 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  or  have  heard  of.  The  university  is  situated  at  Tuscaloosa, 
soroo  forty  or  fifty  miles  from  where  I  reside. 

Question.  You  got  information  jDrom  Mr.  Hays  about  the  condition  of  things  in  his 
district? 

Answer.  Mr.  Hays  told  me  in  the  canvass  of  last  fall  that  it  would  not  be  safe  for  me 
to  go  into  Greene  or  Snmter  County  to  make  a  speech.  He  told  me  there  was  no  fair 
expression  of  opinion  in  Greene  and  Sumter  Counties  in  the  last^lectiou,  nor  in  Pickens 
and  Tuscaloosa^  '  %    , 

Question.  Do  yon  not  know  that  Mr.  Hays  himself  is  perhaps  as  odions  personally  as 
'any  other  man  in  his  district,  and  do  you  not  know  that  he  mlade  speeches  ? 

Anstcer.  He  did  not  make  any  speeches  in  the  last  election  in  Greene  and  Sumter 
Counties.    I  do  not  know  that  he  attempted  to  make  but  one  speech  in  Greene,  and 
then  he  was  mobbed. 
Question,  Where  was  that  ? 
Answer.  At  Eutaw. 

Question,  Do  you  know  that  be  attempted  to  make  a  speech  t^ere  ? 
Answer.  I  heard  Governor  Smith  say  so. 
QumHon.  Did  he  tell  you  tluit  he  attempted  to  make  a  speech  ? 
Answer.  Not  that  he  attempted  to  make  a  speeeh,  but  that  he  got  on  the  table  and 
was  pulled  down.    He  was  going  to  adjourn  the  meeting,  I  think  he  said.    Governor 
Parsons  and  Senator  Warner  had  spoken. 
Question.  Your  last  general  election  was  last  fall? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  has  been  none  since  that  time. 

Question.  And  at  that  time  the  condition  of  affairs  in  your  section  of  the  country  was 
I)erfectly  quiet? 

Answer.  Not  in  my  country ;  but  in  my  county  at  that  time  it  was  perfectly  quiet, 
and  the  election  was  perfectly  fair.    Sumter  and  Greene  are  in  my  region  of  country. 
Question.  Have  the  whites  of  the  blacks  the  majority  in  your  county  ? 
Answer.  The  m^ority  of  blacks  is  very  large. 
Question,  Are  the  ofiOeials  in  your  coonty  republicans  ? 

Answer.  Most  of  them  are  not  now.    There  were  republicans  elected.    The  probate 
judge,  the  sheriff,  and  the  circuit  clerk  (tliose  are  all  I  now  recollect)  resigned  and 
went  away  this  year ;  or,  rather,  the  sheriff  went  away  last  year. 
Question.  When  were  they  elected  ? 
Answer.  In  1868. 

Question.  Had  their  terms  of  office  expired  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  those  men  left.  They  sold  their  offices.  The  probate  judge  sold  his 
for  several  thousand  dollars.  The  first  sheriff  went  off  without  selling  his  office  at  all. 
His  successor  sold  his  office  for  $1,000  or  $1,500.  The  circuit  clerk  sold  bis  office  for 
some  amount  which  I  do  not  know.  When  I  say  tbey  sold  tbeir  offices,  I  mean  they 
sold  the  fees  upon  tbeir  books  and  their  unexpired  terms  of  office.  The  probate  judge 
had  a  large  amount  of  fees  upon  his  books,  not  as  much,  however,  by  a  considerable 
amount,  as  ho  received  for  bis  office. 

Question.  Is  such  a  proceeding  as  that  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  Alabama? 
Answer.  A  democratic  governor  appointed  tbeir  successoss.    I  am  not  a  lawyer. 
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\    By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :)    . 

Question.  The  repuhl leans  sold  and  democrats  bought  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  democratic  governor  appointea  the  men  who  bought  the  oftoee, 
who  were  democrats. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Is  such  a  proceeding  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  AhU>amaf 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  think  it  is.  It  certainly  is  not  in  accordance  with  iny  views  of 
right. 

Question,  A  man  has  no  right  to  sell  an  office  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  so ;  but,  as  I  told  you,  I  mn  no  lawyer. 

Question.  Is  that  a  fair  sample  of  the  character  of  men  who  have  generally  been  hold- 
ing office  in  Alabama  f 

Answei'.  The  three  men  who  sold  their  offices  were  good  officers.  Judge  Williams, 
the  probate  judge,  was  a  most  excellent  and  efficient  officer.  A  more  honorable  man  I 
do  not  know  anywhere.  The  circuit  clerk  was  by  common  acceptation  acknowledged 
to  be  the  best  circuit  clerk  we  ever  had  in  our  county.  The  first  sheriff  nnder  the  new 
rSffime  was  not  an  efficient  officer,  because  he  was  a  dissipated  man.  His  sacccsBor,  who 
was  a  republican,  resigned,  abd  Governor  Smith,  iast  before  going  out  of  office, 
appointed  a  successor,  which  gave  rise  to  the  vacancy  I  have  spoken  of  in  the  senatorahip, 
the  senator  being  appointed  sheriff.  His  successor,  Mr.  Wymau,  wae  a  clever  man  and 
a'  good  officer.  He  told  me  that  the  office  was  not  as  profitable  an  office  as  he  expected, 
and  he  sold  it.  He  sold,  for  $1,000  or  |1,500, 1  think,  his  office  and « the  fees  nptm  hie 
books.    Those  fees,  however,  were  not  as  large  as  the  amonnt  paid  in  any  instance. 

Question.  What  became  of  those  men  I 

Anstrer.  They  have  gone  north. 

Question.  Wlieret 

Answer.  One  has  gone  to  Missouri,  one  to  Ohio,  and  one  to  Wisconsin, 

Question.  They  were  not  citizens  of  your  State  except  temporarily  I 

Anstcet*.  They  were  not  citizens  of  our  State'till  after  the  war. 

Question.  Were  they  not  Freedmen's  Bureau  agents  and  officials  who  came  down 
there  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  either  of  them  was  a  Freedmen's  Bureau  agent.  I  beliere 
they  were  all  Union  soldiers,  and  most  of  them  officers^  who  had  been  stationed  in  our 
country. 

Question.  And  elected  while  so  stationed  there? 

Anstcer.  O,  no.  The  two  Willi ameee— the  sheriff  and  the  probate  jodge-^rented  land 
and  farmed  for  some  time  before  they  were  elected.  Mr.  Wyman,  who  was  State  sena- 
tor— I  do  not  know  what  he  did.    I  did  not  know  him  till  ho  was  elected. 

Question.  Did  not  the  great  bulk  of  the  men  who  got  into  office  in  your  State  in  1868 
belong  to  the  class  known  as  "  carpet-baggers,''  men  who  came  there  for  no  other  pnr- 
pose  than  to  get  office,  and  who  generally  got  it? 

Answe}\  I  will  give  you  my  ideas  about  that.  In  1868  a  large  number  of  men  who  weie 
incomx>et«nt  and  unworthy  to  hold  office  were  elected.  There  is  no  qneeticm  abont  tbat. 
Among  that  number  of  incompetents  there  were  both  ** carpet-baggers"  and  natives; 
p<Thap3  a  majority  of  the  i  ucompetents  were  what  you  can  "  carpet-baggers."  Bat  many 
of  the  officers  who  were  elected  at  that  time  were  as  eflncient  as  any  officers  who  ever 
served  any  State.  There  were  many  who  were  otherwise.  Jt  would  be  useless  for  me  to 
nndertake  to  explain  how  that  grew  up.  It  grew  out  of  a  variety  of  causes.  Wo 
mi^ht  talk  an  hour  upon  that  point.  In  the  first  place,  the  republ icans  had  not  as  lar«e 
a  class  of  men  ta  select  from  aa  I  wish  they  had  bad.  I  believe  that  if  we  had  had  Sil 
our  x>eop1e  to  select  from,  wo  would  have  obtained  as  a  general  thing  a  better  claee  of 
officers.  I  have  no  question  about  that  at  alL  Some  of  the  men  who  were  elected  in 
1868  were  unprincipled  men — as  much  bo  as  any  that  ever  disgraced  any  country. 
Others  were  men  of  as  much  honor,  integritv,  and  ability  as  ever  filled  office  in  any 
State.  I  believe  that  if  there  had  been  no  disiranchisement — ^if  in  the  reconstmction 
of  our  State  we  had  had  all  the  people  to  select  from,  it  would  have  been  greatly 
better  for  us  and  greatly  better  for  the  State.  Fewer  bad  officers  would  have  heea 
elected. 

By  Mr.  Biair  : 

Question.  Yon  have  not  all  te  select  from  even  now  ? 
Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  nnfortnnately  wo  have  not. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question,  Was  it  not  a  matter  of  very  serious  complaint  with  the  great  mass  of  yonr 
people  that  largo  numbers  of  men  who  were  not  of  you  at  all,  who  had  not  como  amou^ 
you  to  become  6ona/f(fc*  citizens,  together  with  the  race  that  had  been  enfranchised  by 
acts  of  Congress — the  negroes,  1  mean— should  have  attempted  to  put  upon  yon  a  con- 
stitution disfranchising  so  much  of  the  intelligence  of  the  State? 

Answer.  It  had  a  bad  effect ;  there  is  no  doubt  about  that  j  and,  aB  I  told  yon,  it  had 
this  effect  upon  me — that  I  opposed  the  constitution. 
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Question,  That  was  one  of  the  reasons  yon  opposed  it  T 

Answer .  That  was  the  reason  why  I  did  oppose  it. 

Qneaiion.  Yon  entered  vour  prot^  against  it  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  my  protest  entered  on  the  jonmsJ  of  the  conventioD. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  It  diafranchised  yon  ff 

Answer,  Ko,  sir ;  I  had  not  been  in  office  before  the  war.  I  was  not  disfranchised  by 
the  fourteenth  amendment. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  What  would  bo  the  effect  of  general  amnesty  upon  your  community  f 

Answer,  Most  salutary. 

Question.  In  what  regard  ? 

Answer,  In  every  respect  in  which  a  connti^  can  be  benefited.  I  think  general  am- 
nesty would  benefit  our  country,  and  particularly  our  section.  I  think  it  would 
remove  a  great  deal  of  the  hard  feeling  now  existing ;  and  J  am  honest  in  the  belief 
that  it  would  ^catly  aid  in  suppressing  these  disorders,  which  are  terrible,  and  which 
I  look  upon  with  the  deepest  regret,  for  I  am  a  southern  man,  and  have  as  much  pride 
in  my  eountry  as  any  man. 

Question,  You  think  that  these  disorders  largely  grow  out  of  the  distinctions  that 
are  now  kept  up  ? 

Answer,  I  will  explain  how  I  think  t^ese  disorders  grew  up.  In  the  first  place,  I 
believe  that  great  bitterness  was  engendered  among  the  white  people  by  the  disfran- 
chisement of  their  representative  men ;  and  I  think  tbat  that  bitterness  was  greater 
toward  the  negro  after  his  enfranchisement  than  it  would  have  been  if  there  had  been 
no  disfranchisement  of  the  whites.  I  think  that  this  was  the  commencement  of  the 
trouble.  The  beginning  of  bitterness  in  our  country  was  the  disfranchisement  of  the 
whites ;  and  out  of  that  -grew,  in  a  great  measure,  their  opposition  to  this  movement 
of  reconstruction.  This,  coupled  with  negro  sufirage,  was  the  origin  of  the  difficulty. 
The  white  people  in  our  country,  though  they  may  accept  what  is  Known  as  the  *'  new 
departure,"  are  at  heart  unalterably  opposed,  in  my  opinion,  to  negro  suffrage.  This 
alone  has  carried  me  into  the  republican  ^party,  for  1  believe  that  su^^age  is  necessary 
for  the  negroes  for  their  protection  under  our  form  of  government. 

Question.  And  you  thiuK  that  a  full  restoj^ation  of  all  rights  to  all  your  people  would 
have  a  beneficial  effect? 

Answer,  I  think  it  would  have  a  most  salutary  infiuence. 

Question,  You  think  that  the  people  would  more  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  the  new 
order  of  things,  and  that  a  great  many  of  the  existing  troubles  would  be  removed  ? 

Answer.  The  troubles  in  the  south  are  very  great.  I  do  not  know  that  the  removal 
cf  political  disabilities  would  now  correct  them  entirely. 

Question,  Is  it  not  your  opinion  that  the  measure  would  have  a  tendency  in  that 
direction  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  the  tendency  would  be  in  that  direction;  it  would  have  a  most 
salutary  effect.     • 

Question,  It  would  aid  in  correcting  the  existing  troubles? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  been,  as  all  my  party  friends  know,  an  earnest  advocate, 
ever  since  the  war,  for  the  removal  of  all  disfranchisement  from  the  southern  people. 
If  myself,  was  in  th^  confederate  army.  While  I  was  a  Union  man  before  the  war  and 
dul  not  favor  secession,  still,  when  it  came  to  a  fight  between  my  seetiou  and  another, 
I  went  with  my  section ;  and  I  did  it  honestly  and  heartily,  as  I  have  before  stated. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  not  that  the  case  with  the  great  body  of  the  southern  people  ?  Were 
they  not  Union  men  at  heart  ? 

Answer.  1  tliink  the  majority  of  the  people  of  mj  State  were  Union  men.  They  were 
not  allowed  to  vote,  you  recollect,  upon  the  question  of  the  secession  of  the  State.  It 
was  never  submitted  to  the  people  at  aU.  If  it  had  been,  and  if  we  could  have 
bad  a  fair  canvass,  (I  do  not  know  that  a  fair  canvass  could  have  been  bad,)  I 
believe  a  miyority  of  the  people  of  Alabama  would  have  voted  against  secession. 
But  the  leaders  of  that  movement  were  bold  men  ;  they  did  not  submit  tlie  question 
to  the  people ;  dnd  if  u  had  been  submitted,  I  do  not  believe  there  would  have  been  a 
free  expression  of  opinion. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  1  would  like  to  inquire  a  little  further  in  regard  to  your  university,  and 
the  state  of  things  in  connection  with  it. 

Answer.  Under  our  new  constitution,  the  educational  interests  of  the  State  are 
intrusted  to  a  board  of  education,  consisting  of  two  members  irom  each  congressiouiU 
district.    Those  members  are,  elected  for  four  yeais,  one  from  each  district  being  chosen 
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every  two  years.  They  are  tlie  rosents  of  the  State  University.  That  university  ia 
maintained  by  the  proccedB  of  public  lands  oiven  by  the  United  States  Government  to 
the  State  of  Alabama  for  a  university.  Wo  have  an  income  of  $24,000  a  year.  I  may 
as  well  state,  by  way  of  explanation,  that  the  lands  given  by  the  United  States  were* 
sold,  and  the  money  placed  in  the  treasury  of  the  State;  but  it  was  used;  and  the 
money  for  the  support  of  this  university  is  now  raised  by  direct  taxation  upon  the 
i>€oplc.  The  trust  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  university  is  gone.  It  was  lost  in  tbo 
bauKiug  operations  of  the  State  years  ago. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

QuesUon,  How  long  ago  t 

Answer,  A  good  many  years  ago— before  I  went  into  the  State. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Before  the  war  t 

Answer.  Long  before  tlifi  war.  The  State  went  into  a  banking  system,  and  lost  all 
the  trust-funds  it  had — the  public  school  fund,  and  the  university  fund. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Qiustion,  And  the  interest  is  now  supplied  by  direct  taxation  t 

Ansxcer,  Not  the  full  amount  of  the  interest.  After  the  loss  to  the  State,  the  legisla- 
ture passed  an  act  ])rovidin^  that  the  State  should  give  1^18,000  a  year  to  the  unive*- 
sity,  paying  that  much  in  lieu  of  this  other  money ;  but  It  was  not  half  as  much  as 
the  annual  interest  on  the  university  futid  would  have  been  if  it  had  been  preserved. 
The  university  is  now  maintained  in  tl)at  way.  Our  public  schools  are  maintained  in 
the  same  way — by  direct  taxation  upon  the  people,  to  replace  monies  that  should  bave 
accrued  by  the  annual  interest  on  a  trust-fund,  which  trust-fund  has  been  lost — ^lost 
long  before  the  war.  In  1868  that  university  went  into  the  hands  of  this  board  of 
regents.  Several  members  of  the  board  were  most  unsuitable  men  for  their  postttons; 
they  have  not  managed  the  university  wisely  or  well.  The  opposition  to  republican- 
ism has  been,  perhaps,  as  strong  and  bitter  in  TnscMoosa  County  as  in  any  county  of 
the  State ;  intolerance  and  proscription  have,  j>erhap8,  in  no  part  of  the  State  been 
stronger.  There  was  a  great  opposition  to  the  university  under  the  regime  under 
which  it  was  then  conducted.  The  professors  told  me  that  student-S,  when  they  cfune 
there,  were  visited  by  pei-sons  of  Tuscaloosa,  and  begged  not  to  go  to  the  university. 
Some,  after  having  be<»n  sent  there  by  their  parents,  were  persuaded  to  go  back,  and 
did  not  matriculate.  There  has  not  been  given  to  the  university  for  its  assistance  and 
success  that  aid  and  encouragement  which  are  usually  given  to  an  institution  of  that 
kind  by  the  town  in  which  it  is  located. 

Question.  Has  this  feeling  of  opposition  to  the  success  of  the  university  under  its 
present  management  assumed  a  paity  character? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  it  had  assumed  that  clmractcr.  But  let  mo  do  Justice  to  all,  and  say 
that  the  board  of  regents  who  first  organized  tlie  university  after  the  war  did  not  act 
wisely  or  discreetly.  They  selected  some  very  improper  men,  and  men  whom  no  people 
ought  to  have  been  satisfied  with,  (there  is  no  doubt  in  the  world  about  that,)  though 
they  selected  also  some  good  men ;  for  instance,  Mr.  Tutwiler,  who  wfls  selected  by  this 
old  boanl  of  regents  to  the  presidency,  is  a  gentleman  of  high  character  and  standing 
in  my  State.    He  did  not,  however,  accept  the  presidency. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  Is  there  any  opposition  there  to  the  education  of  the  colored  people  in  ttm 
schools  f 

Answer.  The  men  who  were  formerly  slave-holders,  are,  in  our  section,  the  most 
intelligent  men  of  the  community.  I  want  you  to  understand  that  in  saying  this,  I 
pay  no  compliment  to  the  system  of  slave-holding,  because  I  now  think  the  same  about 
that  as  you  do,  though  I  did  not  before  the  war,  as  I  then  held  slaves.  The  slave- 
holders of  our  country  are  the  most  intelligent  men,  because,  as  a  class,  they  have  had 
the  means  of  acquiring  intelligence.  They,  as  a  general  thing,  are  not  opposed  to  the 
education  of  the  negro.  The  uneducated  white  man,  and  the  man  v.'ho  in  his  sphere 
of  life  is  brought  nearer  to  competition  with  the  negro— that  class  of  men  are,  in  my 
opinion,  opposed  to  the  education  of  the  negro. 

Question.  Doe«  that  assume  a  party  shape  T 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir;  it  assumes  a  party  shape,  because  in  my  county  there  are  not  mora 
than  a  dozen  white  republicans.  There  have  been  no  negroschool-honses  burned  in  my 
county,  so  far  as  1  know  or  believe.  The  educational  interests  of  the  county  were  in 
my  hands;  I  was  superintendent  of  education  until  about  the  Ist  of  April,  11571^  anA  I 
found  no  obstruction  whatever  to  the  establishment  of  schools.  I  found  lukewarm- 
ness  in  some  jilaces,  but  no  jwsitive  opposition.  My  county  is  one  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent in  the  State  of  Alabama.  I  doubt  whether  there  is  one  iu  the  Stato  that  is  more 
so.  Ill  my  town,  by  iny  own  request,  two  gentlemen  who  :in'>  democrats  were  appointed 
commissioners  of  our  normal  colored  school.  They  take  an  a^jtive  interest  iu  tlie  inslita- 
tion.    Both  of  them  were  formerly  slave-holders.    TUey  arc  men  of  high  education  and 
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intelilgonce.  I  have  heard  that  in  th6  more  northern  coanties,  where  education  aiuouj^ 
tho  whites  is  not  so  general  as  in  my  county^  (in  m^'  county  the  whites  are  nearly  all 
educated,  all  who  were  there  before  the  war,)  there  is  opposition  to  uesro  schools ;  and 
I  havevseen  in  the  newspapers  accounts  of  the  burniug  of  negro  school-houses  in  t^iat 
section  of  the  State.  But  there  is  nothin||^  of  that  sort  in  my  county.  This  Mr.  Clark, 
of  whom  I  spoke,  told  me  that  he  was  whipped,  and  shot  and  wounded,  and  stretchetl 
up  by  a  rope,  simply  because  he  was  a  teacher  of  a  negro  school.  That  happened  in 
Sumter  County. 

By  the  Chairbian,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Among  the  uneducated  class  of  whites,  which  is  pretty  numerous,  I  suppose, 
in  your  ^tate,  there  is  opposition  to  the  education  of  the  negroes  f 

Answer,  I  think  that  among  them  there  is*oppositiou  to  the  education  of  the  negroes. 
(Question.   As  to  the  feeling  of  opposition  to  the  nniversity,'  which  you  say  has 
assnme<l  a  party  form,  did  that  grow  out  of  the  inoomx>etency  and  unsaitableness  of 
some  portion  of  the  regents,  or  did  it  grow  out  of  the  fact  that  ihe  institution  was 
under  republican  auspices  T 

Amacer.  I  think  the  feeling  was  attributable  to  both  causes. 

Question.  How  i»  it  with  the  board  of  regents  nowf 

Answer.  Just  two-thirds  of  our  board  of  regents  are  republicans.  But  I  do  not  think 
that  the  present  board  of  regents  are  influenced  by  political  affiliations  or  political 
bias  in  their  action  in  regard  to  the  educational  interests  of  the  Stat-e.  I  I>elieve  that 
the  people  of  the  State,  irrespective  of  party,  will  bear  me  out  in  saying  that  no  politi- 
cal eomplexion  is  given  to  our  action,  either  as  a  board  of  education  or  as  regents. 

Question,  Does  the  fact  that  there  is  a  majority  of  republicans  in  the  board  enter 
etrongly  into  the  feeling  of  opposition  of  which  you  have  ^wken  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not.  I  was  In  Tuscaloosa  at  the  time  of  the  reorganization 
of  the  university ;  but  I  saw  no  opposition  at  all.  In  fact,  citizens  of  Tuscaloosa,  mo^ 
of  whom  are  democrats,  were  exceedingly  anxious  that  the  plan  proposed  by  the  repub- 
licans should  be-  adopted.  The  regents  were  not  all  present,  and  one  republican  went 
over  to  the  democrats  in  the  action  then  taken,  and  defeated  our  plan.  The  plan  of 
reorganization  proposed  by  myself  was  sustained,  I  think,  almost  universally,  by  the 
.  alnnmi  of  the  institution,  who  were  there  in  large  nnmbers,  (brought  there  by  the  in- 
terest which  they  took  in  the  institution,)  and  by  citizens  of  Tuscaloosa.  There  was 
embraced  in  the  faculty  which  I  proposed,  Mr.  Whittield,  a  native  of  the  <;ouuty  of 
Tuscaloosa,  and  a  republican — the  gentleman  who  gave  me'  that  instrument  and  those 
letters,  which  I  have  already  laid  before  the  committee.  There  was  some  opposition  to 
bim ;  but  some  of  the  best  men  in  the  town  were  anxious  to  see  him  in  the  university, 
although  he  is  a  republican. 

Qitestion.  Is  he  a  southern  or  a  northern  man  ? 

Answer.  He  is  a  southern  man j  I  think  he  is  a  native  of  Tuscaloosa  County.  He  is 
a  man  of  very  decided  ability.    In  politics  he  is  a  republican. 

.By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  You  said  tiRit  at  th^  first  organization  of  the  university  there  were  some 
appointments  of  improper  and  incompetent  officers  t 

Answer  There  were. 

Question,  Who  were  those  officers  f 

Answer.  I  would  not  like  to  mention  the  names  of  the  gentlemen.  I  will  make  this 
general  remark,  that  some  members  of  the  first  board  of  education  were  unsuitable 
persons,  and  that  they  made  onBuitable  selections  for  the  faculty  of  the  university  in 
some  instances. 

QuesHon*  Was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Lakin  one  of  the  professors  f 

Answer,  Yesy  sir ;  I  think  he  was.  I  do  not  know  Mr.  Lakin ;  I  never  saw  him ;  I 
think  he  was  elected  jpresident ;  that  is  my  present  recollection. 

QnesHon.  Do  yon  think  he  was  a  preper  selection  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  him  at  all ;  I  never  saw  him. 

Question.  From  his  reputation,  what  do  you  think  on  that  point  f 

Anstver.  Well,  sir,  in  my  county  you  cannot  tell  from  the  newspapers  what  a  man's 
rei>utation  is,  or  what  it  deserves  to  be.  I  have  known  efforts  to  be  made  to  blacken 
the  reputation  of  some  of  the  best  men  in  the  world.  If  I  knew  Mr.  Lakin,  and 
thought  him  incomi>etent,  I  would  unhesitatingly  say  so.  I  do  not  know  him.  I  do 
not  want  to  say  anything  which  may  give  this  matter  a  party  complexion  if  I  can 
avoid  it.  The  fact  that  the  democratic  press  of  our  State  assails  a  man  is  no  evidence 
that  be  is  not  a  good  man — a  gentleman,  a  scholar,  a  Christian,  and  everything  that 
a  man  ought  to  bo.    That  is  as  true  as  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 

Question.  And  if  the  republican  press  of  your  State  lauds  a  man  to  the  skies,  is  that 
a  prooi'  of  an  eminent  gentleman  and  a  Chiistiau  f      ' 

Anstver,  No,  sir :  I  do  not  think  the  laudation  or  abuse  of  the  political  i)ress  of  my 
State,  on  cither  sicks  is  decisive  of  a  man's  character.  It  is  a  very  ditficult  matter  for 
a  man  not  rcHidiug  in  our  community  to  appreciate  the  exact  state  of  ofi'airs  that  we 
have  in  the  South. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  JuZy  11, 1871. 

Hqd.  PETER  34  DOX  Bworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  This  witness  baving  been  enmmoned  at  the  reqnert 
of  the  minority  of  the  committee,  ho  will  be  first  examined  by  some  gentleman  x>f  the 
minority. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

'Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Alabama,  and  what  is  yoor  official  position  T 

Answer.  I  reside  in  Hnntsville,  Alabama;  I  have  resided  there  since  1^4-^;  my 
business  is  that  of  a  farmer ;  my  official  poaitiou  is  that  of  a  Representative  in  Cod^^ress. 

Question.  You  now  hold  that  position  7 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  a  member  of  thelaet  Congress,  and  am  also  also  a  fbember 
of  the  present  Congr^s,  representing  the  lifth  congressional  district  of  Alabama,  the 
Mountain  district,  the  Union  district. 

Question.  Tell  the  committee  what  is  the  present  condition  of  the  State  of  Alabama, 
especially  that  portion  of  it  with  which  you  are  personally  acquainted,  as  to  the  pro- 
tection and  security  of  life  and  property  there. 

Answer.  Do  you  refer  to  my  own  county — the  county  of  Madison  f 

Question,  We  expect  yon  to  tell  what  you  know  personally  from  your  experience  m 
your  district,  and  what  you  know  oonceming  the  remainder  of  the  8tate  from  snieh 
information  as  you  rely  upon  as  true. 

Answer.  I  believe  that  life,  liberty,  (including  all  the  privileges  that  the  word  im* 

Flies,)  and  property  are  as  secure  to-day  in  my  district  as  in  any  part  of  the  country ; 
believe  that  the  counties  composing  that  district  are  as  quiet  and  as  peaceable  to-day 
as  the  old  county  of  Ontario,  New  York,  in  which  I  was  reared. 

Question,  State  what  oountiee  compose  your  district. 

Answer,  Madison,  (in  which  I  reside,)  Jackson,  Marshall,  DeKalb,  Etowah,  Clebnme, 
Cherokee,  St.  Clair,  and  Calhoun.  I  say  that  these  counties  are,  to-day,  peaceable,  qiuet, 
and  orderly ;  I. say  it  advisedly,  afker  conferring  with  men  who  have  resided  there  for 
many  years— thirty  or  forty  years.  At  the  same  time  I  must  say  that  there  have  been 
^outrages  committ^  within  that  district,  within  the  last  three  or  four  years— outrages 
which  no  man  who  won^d  conserve  law  and  order  can  tolerate  or  approve,  lliere  wars 
an  outrage  committed  m  my  district  last  year  at  Cross  Plains ;  I  uimk  it  was  a  great 
outrage. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuestioH,  In  what  county  ff 

Answer.  In  the  county  of  Calhoun.  It  was  an  outrage  not  unprovoked.  I  recollect 
that  in  my  last  election  several  men  were  killed.  I  can  name  them.  Ben.  Snodgraas 
wae  killed  almost  under  my  eye ;  Bob.  Thompson  w^as  killed  last  year ;  England  was 
killed  in  my  dii^trict,  or  in  one  of  the  adjoining  counties ;  a  man  by  the  name  of  Doo^^aaa 
was  killed  last  January  in  Jackson  County  ;  one  negro  was  killed  and  one  wounded ; 
a  white  man  by  t]ie  name  of  Cate  was  killed.  These!  look  upon  as  great  outrages;  Uot 
they  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  politics.  They  have  Jseen  dovetaued  and  worked  np 
as  political  umrders ;  but  these  men  who  were  killed  were  all  democrats,  except  onob 
Ben.  Snodgrass  was  killed  by  a  republican;  Cate  was  a  democrat;  the  negroes  iirere 
democrats ;  one  of  them  was  killed  and  the  other  wounded.  I  have  seen  some  speeches 
in  which  the  killing  of  these  negroes  has  been  sandwiched  between  other  outrages,  as 
a  political  outrage  ;  but  there  is  no  truth  in  it  at  all.  Bob.  Thompson  was  a  personal 
and  political  friend  of  mine ;  he  was  killed  by  Douglass's  friends.  Dongiaas  wasA 
personal  and  x>olitical  friend  of  mine.  I  look  upon  these  outrages  as  deplorable.  UaA 
there  has  been  nothing  of  that  kind  for  many  months;  I  have  remarked  the  contrast 
between  the  condition  of  that  people  to-day  and  what  it  was  a  year  or  so  ago.  As  £w 
the  Cross  Plains  outrage ' 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Is  that  the  same  as  the  Paytona  afiair  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  :  that  is  the  Paytona  affair. 

Question,  Let  us  near  something  about  thai  ? 

Avsu^er,  I  know  nothii^^  about  it  personally,  of  course,  I  got  my  information  from 
Mr.  John  Tucker,  the  president  of  the  Rome,  Dalton  and  Selma  Railroad,  from  whose 
workshops  went  the  men  who  were  killed  there,  a  white  man  and  four  or  five  black 
men.  I  was  in  New  York  last  year  when  that  thing  happened.  I  went  down  to  m^ 
district  for  the  canvass,  and  reached  there  about  a  month  afler  the  afiiur  happened^ 
Governor  Parsons  was  there;  he  was  acting  as  prosecutor.  Jud^  Peters  waa  at 
Paytena  inqniriuff  into  it.  I  will  ^ve  the  whole  history  of  it  as  Mr.  Tucker  gave  it  to 
me,  or  as  I  think  ne  would  testify  if  he  were  summoned  here.  He  is  a  man  of  cbaratTter 
and  truthfulness. 

Question,  You  believe  the  statement  you  are  about  to  maket 

Answer,  I  do.    Mr.  John  Tucker  told  me  in  my  room  in  this  city  when  he  was  giyin^ 
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me  an  account  of  this  matter,  that  he  conid  live  as  peaceably  in  Alabama  as  he  conld 
any  wberc.  Referring  to  this  Outrage,  -which  was  an  exceptioual  outrage^  ho  said  it  was 
not  unprovoked  or  inexcusable.  About  night,  oue  Saturdayt  a  man  roSo  into  the  town 
of  Cross  Plains,  and  went  into  the  post  oaice  either  to  deliver  a  letter  or  to  write  oue. 
Ho  hauded  the  reins  of  his  horse  to  a  colored  boy  who  was  there,  saying,  "  Hold  my 
hoi'se  till  I  come  out."  The  boy  took  charge  of  his  horse.  When  the  man  came  out  of 
the  office  he  found  his  hoise  gone.  He  was  a  man  who  did  not  live  in  Cross  Plains, 
but  some  distance  away.  I  do  not  know  whethef  he  was  a  stranger  or  not ;  Mr. 
Tucker  did  not  tell  me.  The  man  asked  the  boy  where  his  horse  was.  The  boy  said, 
'^  A  train  of  oars  came  along  and  the  horse  jerked  away  from  me ;  I  could  not 
hold  him."  The  man  said,  ^'  That  horse  would  not  get  frightened  at  a  train  of  cars.'' 
He  slap^d  the  boy  in  the  face— treated  him  improperly.  Thereupon  the  boy  took  up 
a  bricKbat  or  stone,  (*'rock"  they  call  it  down  there,)  and  stiTick  this  man  in  the  face 
with  the  stone,  bmisiug  him  very  considerably.  Several  persons  saw  this,  and  they 
ouffed  and  thrashed  the  negro  for  doin^  it ;  they  thoagHt  there  bad  not  been  sufficient 
provocation  for  the  throwing  of  the  bnckbat.  Thereupon  the  boy  went  down  to  Pay- 
tona,  a  mile,  perhaps,  or  more  from  Cross  Plains,  and  told  a  white  man  by  the  name  of 
Luke,  and  others,  about  the  afiair.  Luke  told  those  fellows  who  were  down  there  to 
arm  themselves  and  come  up  and  bum  the  town,  and  show  those  people  that  this  boy 
conld  not  be  whipped  at  Cross  Plains  with  impunity.  Thirty  or  forty  of  them,  more 
or  less — I  do  not  know  how  many ;  I  understood  Tucker  to  say  thirj.y  or  forty — ^went 
up  there  and  "  made  night  hideous."  They  threatened  to  bum  tho  town ;  they  fired 
on  their  guns ;  and  they  raised  Old  Scratch  generally.  They  kept  it  up  pretty  much 
all  niffh*t.  They  then  retired  aud  went  to  Paytona,  and  did  not  appear  again  till  the 
next  day  in  the  evening,  about  the  time  church  was  dismissed.  At  that  time  tbe^  came 
back  to  Cross  Plains,  armed.  They  ilred  tJieir  gups  off,  not  killing  anybody,  but  in  the 
direction  of  a  congregation  as  it  was  coming  out  of  church,  there  being  women  and 
children  there.  By  this  time  the  x>eople  of  Cross  Plains  were  pretty  well  exasperated, 
as  Mr.  Tucker  says,  and  they  seized  three  or  four  of  these  men.  They  were  told  that 
this  white  man,  Luke,  or  whatever  his  name  was,  bad  instigated  the  negroes :  they 
seized  him  also  and  put  him  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff.  Then  some  of  the  people,  not 
-waiting  the  slow  process  of  the  law,  very  wrongfully  and  outrageously  executed  Luke 
,and.  the  three  or  four  other  men  who  were  the  ringleaders,  believing  that  those  negroes 
-were  seriously  purposed  to  destroy  their  town  and  slaughter  the  people.  That  is  Mr. 
John  Tucker  s  statement  to  me,  aud  it  is  corroborated  by  the  statements  of  other  per- 
sons down  there.    1  have  heard  the  same  statement  from  different  sources. 

Question.  Was  it  generally  believed  by  the  people  there  that  Lnke  had  given  the 
negroes  that  advice  to  bum  the  town  of  Cross  Plains,  and  that  they  had  come  there 
for  that  purpose? 

Answer,  They  did  believe  it,  according  to  Mr.  Tucker's  statement.  I  have  in  my 
pocket  a  lej;ter  from  a  man  of  character,  General  Burke,  in  which  he  says  that  Luke 
Lad  made  himself  particularly  obnoxious.  He  was  a  sort  of  miscegenationist.  I  will 
remark  right  hece  that  if  there  are  any  people  on  the  face  of  the  eiTvth  who  abhor  mis- 
cegenation it  is  the  mountain  people — the  smaller  planters  in  that  country — ^the  men 
-who  live  on  their  places  of  one  hundred  or  two  hundred  acres.  Burke  writes^— and  I 
La-ve  heard  it  from  other  souix^es — that  this  man  affiliated  or  fraternized  with  the 
negroes  socially.  I  WMit  to  say  right  here  to  the  committee,  (and,  in  doing  so,  I  state 
my  honest  opinion,  formed  after  observation  and  dose  scrutiny,)  that  any  man,  what- 
ever his  polities,  who  goes  to  Alabama  with  the  motives  which  should  prompt  a  man 
in  going  from  oue  State  to  another,  will  be  treated  kindly — will  be  received  in  a 
firHmdly  way,  no  matter  what  may  be  his  politics.  But,  of  course,  if  he  receives  col- 
ored men  and  women  at  his  house,  he  cannot  expect  to  be  treated  or  received  as  a 
social  equal  by  the  white  people ;  for  I  should  not  invite  any  man  to  my  house  (and  I 
suppose  every  member  of  this  committee  would  act  in  the  safoe  -way)  if,  when  I 
returned  thu  call  with  my  wiib  and  daughters,  they  might  be  placed  by  the  side  of 
probably  worthless  black  men  or  women.  That  is  about  the  fact  of  the  matter  with 
reference  to  the  refusal  to  reco^ize  some  people  socially.  I  know  a  good  many  repub- 
licans in  the  town  of  HuntsviUe  to-day,  who  are  treated  kindly.  Mr.  Figgers,  the 
editor  of  the  HuntsviUe  Advocate,  is  treat-eil  as  kindly  as  anybody.  Mr.  Bradley,  a 
le^ing  republican,  Mr.  Ben.  Jolly,  another  republican,  and  a  great  many  others  whom 
X  could  name,  are  treated  kindly  without  any  regard  to  their  politics. 

Question.  It  has  been  stated  here  that  it  is  not  safe  for  republicans  to  advocate  their 
principles  in  Alabama  by  making  public  speeches  in  behalf  of  tho  republican  cause. 
'What  is  your  knowledge  and  information  upon  that  subject  t 

Answer.  I  have  heard  republican  speeches  made  repeatedly  without  anybody  inter- 
fering. Nick  Davis  has  made  as  decidedly  republican  speeches  as  I  ever  heard  any 
xiian  make  in  my  life.  I  have  heard  such  speeches  frequently  from  my  competitors  in 
t.lie  canvass,  who  were  republicans ;  and  they  had  brought  no  part  of  the  audience,  so 
far  ns  the  white  people  were  concerned.  My  district  is  a  white  mail's  district ;  yet  I 
liave  divided  my  time  at  public  meetings  with  my  competitors,  so  far  as  they  wished  to 
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tikkc  it,  and  they  liave  been  treated  conrteoualy.  Yet  I  knew  all  the  time  that  I  was  to- 
nisbin^  the  andiencc.  I  do  not  wftnt  to  be  iinderbtood'  as  Baying  that  a  man  wlio  is  a 
republican  is  as  acceptable  there  ami  is  treated  as  kindly  as  one  whose  sentiments 
are  in  accord  with  those  of  tho  mass  of  the  people;  and  I  do  not  know  that  the  case  is 
diti'erent  anywhere. 

Question,  Can  a  republican  speak  his  seixtimentB  without  personal  danger  to  himself  t 

Answer,  I  think  so ;  I  have  no  doubt  about  it.  Why,  who  has  been  hurt  f  I  have 
never  heard  of  anybody  being  hiirt  there  because  he  was  a  republican,  or  because  lie 
addressed  audiences  as  a  republican. 

Question,  Did  your  opponents  make  an  active  canvass t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    My  tlrst  opponent  was  Judge  Haralson,  a  circuit  judge  of  that  dis- 

^  trict.-^a  man  of  great  personal  popularity.    It  is  true  that  although  he  made  republicau 

speeches,  yet  he  assailed  me  because  of  my  Unionism ;  he  assailed  me  because  I  did  not 

fight  at  Bhiloh  when  he  did.    I  do  not  know  but  that  may  have  made  his  reception 

more  easy.    But  he  was  very^ocided  in  his  republicanism. 

Question,  Who  was  your  last  opponent  f 

Anaicer,  A  man  by  the  name  of  StandM*ee.  As  a  man  he  was  not  to  be  compared  witii 
Haralson,  who  is  a  man  of  a  great  deal  of  character  and  capacity. 

Question,  Other  republicans  have  also  spoken  in  your  district  t 

Answer,  O,  yes. 

Question,  And  .there  has  been  no  case  where  any  man  has  been  hurt  for  speaking  faJB^ 
sentiments  f 

4n«iMT.  I  have  never  known  men  to  be  hurt  for  speaking  their  opinions..  I  hare 
heard  men  denounced  on  either  side.  I  have  been  denounced  pretty  sharply.  Old 
Lakifi,  fbr  instance,  denounced  me  pretty  sharply  in  a  long  speech. 

Question.  Tell  us  all  you  know  about  Lokin. 

Ansvcer,  I  do  not  know  him  personally.  I  never  spoke  to  him  in  my  Ufa.  I  have  met 
him  once  or  twice. 

Question,  What  is  his  general  character  among  your  pe<^le  T  Let  us  have  all  yon 
know  about  him  from  any  information  on  which  you  rely  t 

Anmcer,  All  I  know  about  him  from  information  is  that  he  is  a  man  who  is  very  reckr 
less  in  his  statements,  a)  man  exceedingly  careless  in  his  utterances.  We  saw  only  the 
brief  abstract  of  his  testimony  as  civeii  by  telegraph,  but  I  do  not  think  any  people 
were  ever  so  much  astonished  as  tne  republicans  of  HuntsvtUo  were  when  they  lead 
tlyat  abstract.  Mr.  James  Ware,  who  is,  I  believe,  a  republicau,  (at  any  rate  he  is  chief 
clerk  in  the  office  of  the  probate  iudge>  a  republican.)  and  Mr.  Gill  told  me  they  never 
were  befofp  so  astonished  as  they  were  at  Lakin's  statement  that  he  had  not  been 
kindly  treated  there.  It  seems  that  recently,  during  the  last  spring,  there  was  a  d^nmI 
(so  Mr.  Ware  told  me)  that  Mr.  Lakin  had  been  killed ;  and  simultaneously  with  the 
.  reception  of  that  report  he  appeared  in  the  probate  judge^s  office.  "Why*,"'  said  Mr. 
Ware  to  Mr.  Lakin,  '*  I  am  very  much  surprised  and  gratined  to  see  you ;  we  heard  yon 
were  killed.''  ^'Killed!"  said  Mr.  Lakin,  ^' who  would  kill  me?  I  never  have  bees 
treated  more  courteously  and  kindly  anywhere  than  I  have  been  while  traveling  all 
over  this  district."  And  so  he  recently  told  Mr.  Day,  the  clerk  of  the  United  States 
district  court.  He  told  Mr.  Reed,  a  republican,  (so  Mr.  Reed  infonned  me,)  that  he  had 
been  shot  at  somewhere  on  the  mountains,  at  least  he  thought  he  was  shot  at :  he  heajpd 
the  report  of  a  ^m  and  thought  he  heard  the  whistle  of  the  ball  passinghis  head,  and 
he  was  rather  inclined  to  think  the  fellow  intended  to  kill  him.  Mr.  Reed  told  him 
'^  Th^y  shoot  a  great  deal  straighter  than  that  here ;  when  they  want  to  kill  anybody 
they  aro  generally  apt  to  do  it?'  This  was  before  we  had  seen  the  telegraphic  recoct 
of  Mr.  Lfl£:in'8  testimony.  Reed  told  me,  however,  just  what  he  would  swear  to ;  aad 
1  think  his  remark  was  that  ho  had  a  very  powerful  imagination,  wotdd  fancy  things 
and  believe  to  some  extent  what  he  fancied.  I  should  like  very  much  to  have  some  of 
those  men  brought  up  here,  as  they  know  more  of  Mr.  Lakin  than  I  do.  I  have  never 
spoken  to  him  in  my  lii'c,  and  have  seen  him  only  twice  according  to  my  recollectie«. 

Question,  What  is  his  general  character,  as  you  have  heard  it  from  his  neighbon 
there,  as  a  man  of  truth  and  veracity  f 

Answer,  I  have  not  gone  about  making  any  Inquiries  directly  as  to  the  truthfolneas 
or  veracity  of  tho  man,  so  far  as  regards  whether  he  would  intentionally  tell  an  nntmth. 
But  as  to  his  statements  I  have  not  seen  anyboily  of  either  party  who  says  he  can  be 
depended  ui>on.  I  asked  Mr.  Figgers,  the  editor  o( a  republican  newspaper  at  Hnntsviil^, 
^  Is  Mr.  Lakin  an  honest  man  f^'  He  said  he  thought  he  was  honest,  but  that  he  was 
a  terrible  fanatic.  Another  man  came  to  me  and  told  me  that  there  was  a  colored 
minister  (whose  name  I  think  was  Hamer)  of  the  colored  Methodist  diurch  South,  who 
was  trying  to  reorganize  that  church.  This  man  who  spoke  to  mo  was  a  freednuui,  a 
Methodist,  a  man  of  character,  a  merchant  there ;  and  he  stated  that  Mr.  Lakin  had 
driven  this  colored  minister  off;  that  Mr.  Lakin  had  addressed  the  colored  people,  t«U- 
ing  them  there  was  a  ^^  wolf  in  the  fold;"  and  the  man  had  notice  a  short  time  «fter 
Irom  several  of  his  colored  brethren  that  he  must  leave ;  that  it  would  not  be  eaie  te 
him  to  remain. 
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7  "VT'il  mmfion  anotlipr  nintter:  I  Lave  heard  tbat  In  1868,  a  man  (I  sappose  lie  can 
testily  to  this  himself  if  ntHjcssary)  sent  to  his  enster  a  firkin  of  bntter.    Her  name  was 
Mrs.  5fary  Spillman.    There  hapjiened  to  bo  in  HuntsvUle  a  Rev.  Mr.  Spillman,  who 
was  of  the  saim^  school  ecclesiastically  as  Mr.  Lakin.    Mr.  Lakin's  family  got  that;  tub 
of  bnttcr.    A  hotter  had  been  placed  on  top  of  the  butter  before  the  head  was  put  on 
the  tub,  and  this  letter  was  addressed  by  the  man  to  his  sister,  telling  her  that  ht?  sent 
her  that  butter.  He  wrote  it  from  some  place  in  Tennessee,  wjiere  he  then  was  tempor- 
arily doing  business^.    Her  husband  was  a  mechanic  and  in  reduced  circumstances. 
The  man  who  sent  the  butter  came  to  visit  his  family  some  time  afterward,  and  he 
asked  his  sister  how  she  liked  the  butter.    She  said  she  had  never  received  it.    "  That 
is  Very  suTi)ri8inc,"  said  he,  "it  must  be  at  the  exprees  office  still."    He  went  to  the 
erxpress  office  and  found  it  was  not  the]*e,  buf  that  Mr.  Lakin's  daughter,  or  Lakin  him- 
self—I  think  it  was  I^akin's  daughter — had  gotten  It  and  receipted  for  it.    They  imme- 
diately went  to  Lakin's  house  and  iBquired^aboixt  the  butter.    At  fu'st  Mr.  Lakin  did 
not  recollect  anything  about  it,  as  1  understood  this  young  man  to  say.    His  name  is 
Gill— Isham  Gill.    The  young  man  said,  "  Yes,  you  must-have  gotten  it.    Here  is  your 
receipt."    Then  Lakin  acknowledged  that  he  had  received  it,  but  said  he  thought  it 
was  intended  for  the  ReV.  Mr.  Spillman ;  and  Mr.  S]>illman  not  being  there,  he  knew 
that  if  it  was  intended  for  him  he  would  have  no  objections  to  their  having  it ;  and  so 
they  had  taken  it.    "  Well,"  said  Mr.  Gill,  **didn*t  you  see  that  letter  on  the  top  of  the 
,l5ntter  V    Mr.  Lakin  said  that  he  had  seen  it,  but  tbat  it  was  signed,  "  Your  brother,*' 
'and  that  the  cler^  and  members  of  the  church  are  very  apt  to  subscribe  their  names 
08  "  brother."    Gill  then  threatened  him  and  told  him  he  must  pay  for  the  butter.    Ho 
did  pay  for  it  at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents  per  pound,  when  it  was  only  worth  twenty-five. 
He  did  that  in  order  to  compromise  the  matter.    That  is  the  statement  of  Gill,  who  is 
a  man  of  character ;  and  the  expressman,  whose  name  is  Jarvis,  says  the  same  thing. 

^esiion.  Mr.  Lakin  had  that  loose  sort  of  a  way  of  doing  things  ? 

Answer.  There  was  something  plausible  about  his  explanation ;  but  at  the  same  time 
a  very  conscientious  man  would  not  do  that  sort  of  thing.  I  do  not  think  I  could  ever 
work  my  conscience  up  to  such  elasticity  that  I  could  appropriate  things  iu  that 
-way. 

Question.  Mr.  Lakin  has  given  some  marvelous  accounts  about  babies  being  bom 
"With  all  sort«  of  marks  of  the  Ku-Klnx  about  them.  Have  you  seen  anybody  who  has 
seen  any  of  those  monstiusities  7 

Answer.  I  saw  something  in  a  paper  about  a  monster  of  some  sort  that  had  been  bom 
down  in  Blount  County — ^uot  in  my  district.  Whether  it  was  in  the  shape  of  a  Kn-Klnx 
I  dou't  know.  I  never  saw  a  Ku-Klux  in  my  life.  I  never  knew  but  one  man  that  I 
thought  was  a  Ku-Klux.  I  do  not  believe  that  there  has  been  any  such  organization 
as  tiie  Ku-Klux  in  my  neighborhood  for  two  years  past.  I  am  satisfied  there  has  not 
beeu.  I  am  convinced,  however,  that  there  were  Ku-Klux  organizations  two  years 
ago,  and  they  did  some  things  which  were  very  wrong.  I  always  condemned  and  de- 
nounced them  on  the  stump  during  my  canvass,  and  everywhere  else,  as  I  do  every 
other  sort  of  irresponsible,  lawless  action.  I  never  saw  but  one  man  that  I  thought 
-was  a  Ku-Klux.  1  will  state  the  circumstances :  My  wife,  who  is  a  very  religious  lady, 
taught  her  negroes  before  the  war — before  slavery  was  abolished.  There  were  very 
few  of  mv  family  n«»groes  who  could  not  read  and  write.  My  mother-in-law  and  my 
wife  would  teach  thorn.  About  the  time  it  was  reported  tho  Ku-Klux  were  about,  it 
was  said  that  my  wife  was  teaching  her  negroes.  She  always  did  teach  them.  A  man 
at  that  time  came  to  me  and  said  that  we  must  stop.  Of  course  I  was  indignant.  I 
said,  "  Wh»t  business  is  it  of  yours  what  we  do  horet"  This  was,  I  suppose,  three 
years  ago— in  1867  or  18G3.  The  man  replied  that  Elijah  Fitch  had  been  notified  that 
bo  must  not  do  this  thing,  and  that  I  would  be  notified  too.  I  remarked  to  him,  "  If 
yoB  come  with  your  Ku-Klux  to  my  house,  I  will  f)ull  your  masks  off  your  faces  and 
the  sheets  off  your  horses  at  the  peril  of  my  life."  I  went  and  told  my  neighltora  of  the 
stffmr,  and  there  was  a  general  denunciation  of  that  man  and  of  everything  of  that 
kind.  I  think  that  incident  smashed  up,  so  far  as  that  little  locality  was  concerned, 
any  Ku-Kluxing.    That  is  the  true  way  of  meeting  such  things. 

Question.  W^ithin  tho  last  two  years  have  there  been  in  your  region  of  Alabama  any 
bauds  of  disguised  men  committing  outrages? 

Anstcer.  Wo  have  had  thefts  around  there.  Everybody  who  commits  any  offense  dis- 
fl^ises  himself  in  some  way.  Night  itself  is  a  mask.  I  have  heard  of  robberies  being 
committed  by  disguised  men — sometimes  negroes  disguised — sometimes  white  men  dis- 
^ised — worthless  sooundrels  who  undertake  to  commit  depredations,  but  whoso  acts 
are  uot  political  iu  any  sense. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  tho  men  committing  these  acts  have  been  in  any 
way  connected  with  any  organization  apart  from  those  who  were  immediately  con- 
cerned in  tho  outrages,  and  who  disguistMl  themselves  to  avoid  detection  T 

Answer.  Not  so  I'ar  as  I  am  advised  or  believe.  I  will  state  my  theory  about  the  Ku- 
Klax  organization.  Of  course  I  know  no  Ku-Klux ;  I  never  consciously  saw  one  in 
my  life.    My  theory  of  the  origiual  organization  of  the  Ku-Ivlux  is  this:  At  tho  close 
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of  the  war  the  colored  people  hod  just  been  made  free,  and,  I  will  say  here,  that  I  nerer 
knew  any  i)eople  to  behave  better  than  the  colored  people  did  under  the  circomsttnees. 
Their  behaTior  far  exceeded  my  anticipations.  But  after  the  war  the  colored  mm 
moved  in  armed  bauds  throughout  the  couutry.  I  have  seen  parties  of  ten  or  fifteen 
pass  my  house.  At  night  they  would  pass,  talking  not  only  loudly  but  almost  menac- 
ingly. Women  and  children  were  alarmed.  I  have  knowu  colored  men  to  stand  right 
in  front  of  my  house  and  shoot  in  the  direction  of  the  house  at  a  mocking  bird  in  % 
tree.  These  men  were  all  connected  with  what  was  called  the  Uniou  Le^i^gues  or  Loyal 
Leagues,  and  they  were  all  armed.  They  would  ride  night  and  day  in  parties  of  ten  auU 
iifteen.  Such  things  were  suggestive  of  apprehension  and  alarm,  especially  to  the 
women.  I  have  hcanl  these  parties,  when  passing  my  house  at  night,  uenounce  me  iu 
very  strong  terms.  I  was  not  alarmed.  I  am  not  easily  alarmed  at  threats  of  that 
sort,  but  my  wife  was  very  much  alarmed. 

Question.  Were  those  denunciations  of  you  evidently  intended  for  your  ear  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.  For  instance,  the^  would  say,  ''  Here  lives  the  damnedest  meaiMBt 
man  that  ever  was ;  he  won't  let  us  go  into  his  orchard  and  take  peaches ;  we'll  fix 
him.''  That  was  the  sort  of  talk.  ^  I  was  not  at  all  alarmed.  I  considered  it  a  mere 
hnUumfulmen.  I  have  myself  gone  and  disarmed  four  or  five  of  them  without  any 
trouble,  just  by  a  determined  bearing  and  letting  them  know  that  I  was  not  to  be  in- 
timidated. Well,  the  Ku-Klux  organization,  in  its  beginning,  was  a  mere  local  police, 
improvised  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  that  sort  of  thing.  It  went  further  afterw and. 
In  1868,  in  Huntsville,  there  was  a  large  meeting  of  the  republicans,  colored  people, 
and  it  was  said  (I  was  not  there ;  I  live  ei^ht  miles  from  Huntsville)  that  the  Kn-Klox 
went  into  town,  and  at  the  very  apprehension  of  them,  without  seeing  them  or  without 
being  interiered  with,  those  fellows  at  the-  meeting  began  to  fire,  and  they  killed  one 
another  indiscriminately ;  some  seven  or  eight  were  killed  by  the  firing  among  them- 
selves. The  Ku-Klux  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  killing;  they  were  away  off  in 
another  place.  But  they  were  terrible-looking  fellows.  I  have  heard  people  say  thai 
{hey  liever  saw  persons  who  could  drink  so  much  water ;  that  one  of  them  could  dnuk 
a  whole  bucket  of  water.  In  other  words,  they  touched  upon  the  superstition  of  the 
colored  people  by  making  it  appear  that  they  were  the  spirits  of  the  confederate  dead. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QueslUm.  This  man  Lakin  gives  an  account  of  the  meeting  to  which  you  refer— the 
one  held  at  Huntsville  in  1868.  He  represents  the  Eu-Klux  as  having  attacked  the 
negroes  while  they  were  holding  their  meeting. 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  he  is  mistaken  about  it,  or  misrepresents  the  facts,  if  my  informa- 
tion is  correct. 

Question.  You  were  not  in  town  at  the  time  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  I  was  there  the  next  day.  The  received  opinion  does  not  agree 
with  Mr.  Lakin's  statement.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Ku-Klux  coming  in  there 
caused  tlie  rumpus,  but  it'  was  not  a  necessary  result,  according  to  what  I  have  heard. 
I  had  no  personal  observation  or  knowledge  of  that  meeting. 

Question.  Mr.  Lakin  refers  to  that  meeting  at  some  length,  and  describes  it  in  this 
way :  **At  about  IT)  o'clwjk  about  one  hundred  aud  fifty  disguised  men  rode  into  the 
public  square,  from  the  southeast  comer,  and  made  a  circle  around  the  square.  They 
were  followed  by  numerous  persons  on  foot,  undisguised."  He  then  says  that  they 
were  picketed  all  around  and  commenced  firing  upon  the  crowd. 

An»wer.  He  is  mistaken,  or  misrepresents  the  facts,  or  else  I  am  grossly  misinformed 
about  them.  I  think  the  firing  was  by  parties  in  the  meeting,  or  on  the  outside,  not 
disguised.  There  was  a  panic,  and  I  think  the  firing  and  the  killing  were^he  result  of 
that  panic.  There  was  a  man  named  Cox  who  was  shot,  and  also  a  Judge  Thurlow. 
The  killing  resulted  from  a  care^e^,  indiscriminate,  wild  kind  of  shooting,  consequent 
upon  a  panic  there. 

QwMion.  Mr.  Lakin  also  says:  "The  military  were  ordered  out  for  the  ^rotoctiooof 
the  people.  Four  Ku-Kluxes,  or  persons,  were  arrested  with  their  disguises  in  their 
suddle-bags,  and  with  all  their  arms.  Greneral  Rugcr  disarmed  them,  and  handed  them 
over  to  the  civil  authorities,  taking  charge  of  their  disguises  and  arms.  The  ctTil 
authorities  let  them  loose ;  they  were  rearmed  by  persons  unknown  to  me,  and  wwit  to 
the  livery  stables  and  forced  tne  men  there  to  give  up  their  horses,  and  then  they  dis- 
appeared." 

Answei',  I  never  heard  of  that. 

Question.  Is  it  likely  that  such  a  thing  would  have  occurred  there  without  coming  to 
your  knowledge  t 

Answer.  1  should  think  not.  It  seems  to  me  that  I  would  have  heard  the  names  (^ 
the  men  who  were  arrested.*  Ruger  I  knew  very  well.  I  was  in  constant  intercourse 
with  him.  I  cannot  undertake  to  contradict  Mr.  Lakin's  statement,  but  I  never  heard 
that  statement  of  the  matter  before.    I  did  not  live  in  Huntsville  at  the  time. 

(Question.  He  says  himself,  upon  cross-examination,  that  the  Ku-Klux  did  not  fire  at 
all ;  that  the  persons  undisguised  on  the  struts  did  the  firing. 

Answer.  Tliat  is  so. 

Question,  And  that  the  Ku-Elux  were  there  as  a  reserve  or  a  defense. 
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Answer,  I  cannot  epeak  as  to  that.  I  reckon  they  were  there,  not  in  connection  with 
anybody,  bnt  that  they  came  in  on  their  own  account.  I  heard  that  they  went  around 
the  square,  but  that  at  the  time  of  the  firing  they  were  some  distance  away.  When  Mr. 
Lakin  says  that  the  firing  was  by  persons  not  belonging  to  the  Ku-Klux,  he  is  right. 

(Question,  Bnt  he  intimates  very  strongly,  or  in  fact  says  distinctly,  that  though  the 
Ka-Klnx  did  not  do  the  firing,  they  had  confederates  in  the  crowd  who  did  tile  tiring, 
iiiid  that  the  Kn-Klnx  were  there  as  a  reserve. 

An9i€tr.  Does  he  mean  confederates  directly  in  refei-ence  to  that  firing  ? 

QuesiUm.  Yes,  directly  in  reference  to  that  transaction. 

AHmcer,  Well,  1  believe  it  to  have  been  an  improvised  thii!:.  There  is  with  the  i>eo- 
r.ie  down  there  an  unfortunate  habit  of  carrjing  arms.  Almost  every l>ody  carries 
arms ;  I  do  not  know  anybody  but  myself  that  never  has  dci»«'  so.  I  say  thatit  is  the 
laost  unnecessary  thing  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  I  hav(*  seldom  known  anybody  killed 
in  a  personal  rencounter  where  it  was  not  from  an  upprelieu^ion,  generally  an  unfounded 
<H»e,  that  the  person  committing  the  deed  was  going  to  be  hart.  I  never  carry  arms. 
I  travel  all  over  the  country,  meeting  everybody,  and  hesitate  not  to  expix^ss  my 
npinions  as  a  Union  man.  I  did  it  before  the  war  and  during  the  wai',  and  I  never  had 
any  trouble.  But  unfortunately  almost  everybody  down  tbcri'  cjuries  weapons.  Hence 
what  would  be  a  mere  fist-fight  in  the  State  of  Vermont  becomes  a  pretty  serious 
imstness  down  there  where  men  carry  aims.  Every  man  who  knows  the  southern 
people  knows  that  that  sort  of  thing  is  carritd  too  far.  These  homicides  to  which  I 
refer  are  the  result  of  that  very  improper  practice  which  tbe  southern  people  have  of 
carrying  arms  on  their  persons,  A  young  man,  a  piirticnlar  friend  of  mine,  named 
James  K.  Polk  Wright,  was  killed  by  the  son  of  the  radical  sheriff  of  Madison  County. 
He  and  (he  sheriff  were  both  intosicatad  ;  and,  by  the  way,  licpior  helps  a  good  deal  in 
<-au8ing  these  troubles.  I  think  if  wo  could  get  rid  of  the  bad  liqnor  and  the  carrying 
«f  fire-arms,  we  would  avoid  a  great  many  of  these  liomicidcs.  Wright  was  a  young 
man  for  whom  I  had  a  great  attachment.  During  the  war  I  got  him  out  of  prison 
.>*ome  time  before  the  general  order  for  the  release  of  prisoners.  He  was  a  great  friend 
of  mine,  and  I  was  very  much  shocked  and  grieved  at  his  death.  He  got  into  a  per- 
^nal  difiiculty  with  this  sheriff.  They  came  to  blows,  and  Wright,  who  was  an  active 
young  man,  had  the  sheriff  down.  The  sheriff's  son  saw  his  father  in  that  situation  ; 
and  down  there  I  believe  they  consider  it  a  legitimate  business  for  a  man,  when  his 
lather  is  down,  to  kill  the  fellow  who  is  on  top  of  him.  The  sheriff's  son,  at  any  rate, 
<lid  kill  Wright :  and  it  was  considered  a  justifiable  homicide.  Wright  was  a  ma^ificcnt- 
young  fellow.  Ho  had  the  unfortunate  habit  of  "  spreeing"  occasionally;  but  in  other 
respects  he  was  a  remarkably  fine  young  man,  and  his  death,  I  think,  was  a  ^at  loss. 
lint  nothing  was  done  in  that  case.  That  is  one  of  five  or  six  cases  of  homicide  that 
liave  occurred  in  my  vicinity  and  under  my  observ^ation  within  the  last  two  or  three 
years. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  You  spoke  of  a  Mr.  Day ;  I  Fee  that  Mr.  Lakin,  in  his  testimony,  on  pageir)4, 

when  asked  who  was  the  prosecutor  of  that  county,  said  that  Mr.  Day  was;  now,  1 

understood  yon  to  speak  of  Mr.  Day  as  the  clerk  of  the  court. 

'  Ansvcar.  Mr.  Dav  has  never  been  the  prosecutor.    He  is  the  clerk  of  the  United  States 
^listrict  court.    The  gentleman  to  whom  I  refer  is  Captain  Day  or  Major  Day,  a  highly 

respectable  gentleman,  who  fought  all  through  the  war  on  the  side  of  the  Union.    Ho 
says  Mr.  Lakin  told  htm  that  he  had  been  treated  with  great  courtesy  and  kindness. 

QueBtiai^  In  the  testimony  Mr.  Lakin  is  asked,  *'  Who  is  the  prosecutor  of  that  county  V* 
Aa<i  he  answers,  "  Mr.  Day." 

•  Answer.  L.'  W.  Day  is  the  clerk  of  the  United  States  district  court.    The  prose^,utor 
of  that  oounty  is  Captain  William  Whedon. 

'  Question,  Has  there  ever  been  a  prosecutor  in  that  county  named  Dayf 

^Answer,  Not  according  to  my  recollection ;  and  1  think  I  would  know  it  if  there  bad 
been  snch  an  officer,  because  I  was  a  lawyer  myself -twenty-five  years  ago,  and  I  am 
aomewhat  observant  of  these  things.  Last  year,  when  I  was  in  the  counter  of  Cherokee, 
vhere  I  had  heard  there  were  Ku-Klux,  Mr.  Lakin  held  a  four  days'  meeting  at  a  little 
place  called  Galesville.  He  was  a  sort  of  presiding  elder  of  the  conference  running  all 
through  those  counties.  At  GralesviUe,  as  I  had  heard  before,  there  were  some  boys, 
tirom  sixteen  to  twenty,  sowing  their  wild  oats,  who  would  disguise  themselves,  and 
when  they  found  a  white  man  living  openly  with  a  negro  woman,  or  anythingof  that 
kind,  would  intimate  to  him  that  they  would  thrash  him.  That  sort  of  Ku-Kluxing 
<iid  go  on  there.  Mr.  Lakin  was  there.  Ho  was  known  to  be  a  man  who  fraternized 
with  the  negroes.  This  was  a  white  settlement ;  there  were  very  few  negroes  there. 
I  reoolleot  that  he  left  there  before  I  got  through  with  my  appointments  in  that  vicinity, 
and  that  he  went  off  alone  undisturbed.  Some  one  asked  about  ^ir.  Lakin;  said  1, 
"  Stop  this  Ku-Klnxing,  above  all  things ;  if  you  will  Kn-Klux,  don't  Ku-Klux  while  I 
am  aionnd  here ;  but  I  advise  yon  to  stop  it  altogether.''  Mr.  Lakin  is  himself  a  living 
^refutation  of  the  statement  tha^  a  man  oannot  live  safely  in  that  oommunity  and  d» 
very  much  as  he  pleases. 

'28 
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of  the  war  the  colored  people  bad  jast  been  made  free,  and,  I  will  say  here,  that  I  neirer 
knew  any  people  to  behave  better  than  the  colored  people  did  under  the  circumstances. 
Their  behavior  far  exceeded  my  anticipations.  But  after  the  war  the  colored  men 
moved  in  armed  bands  throughout  the  country.  I  have  seen  parties  of  ten  or  fifteen 
pass  my  house.  At  night  they  would  pass,  talking  not  only  loudly  but  almost  menac- 
ingly. Women  and  children  were  alarmed.  I  have  known  colored  men  to  stand  ri^t 
in  front  of  my  house  and  shoot  in  the  direction  of  the  house  at  a  mocking  bird  in  % 
tree.  These  men  were  all  connected  with  what  was  called  the  Uiiioii  Leagues  or  Loyal 
Leagues,  and  they  were  all  armed.  They  would  ride  night  and  day  in  parties  of  ten  and 
fifteen.  Such  things  were  suggestive  of  apprehension  and  alarm,  especially  to  the 
w^omen.  I  have  heard  these  paities,  when  passing  my  house  at  night,  denounce  me  in 
very  strong  terms.  I  was  not  alarmed.  I  am  not  easily  alarmed  at  threats  of  th*c 
sort,  but  my  wife  was  very  much  alarmed. 

Question.  Were  those  denunciations  of  you  evidently  intended  for  your  ear  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.  For  instance,  thc^  would  say,  "  Here  lives  the  damnedest  meanest 
nmn  that  ever  was^  he  won't  let  us  go  into  his  orchard  and  take  peaches;  we'll  fix 
him.''  That  was  the  sort  of  talk.  ^  I  was  not  at  all  alarmed.  I  considered  it  a  mere 
hnitum  fulmen.  I  have  myself  gone  and  disarmed  four  or  five  of  them  without  any 
trouble,  just  by  a  determined  bearing  and  letting  them  know  that  I  was  not  to  be  in- 
timidated. Well,  the  Ku-Klux  organization,  in  its  beginning,  was  a  mere  local  police, 
improvised  for  the  purpose  of  con'ecting  that  sort  of  thing.  It  went  further  afterwand. 
In  1868,  in  Huntsville,  there  was  a  large  meeting  of  the  republicans,  colored  people, 
and  it  was  said  (I  was  not  there ;  I  live  ei^ht  miles  from  Huntsville)  that  the  Ku-KIox 
went  into  town,  and  at  the  very  apprehension  of  them,  without  seeing  them  or  witbcmt 
bcin^  interfered  with,  those  fellows  at  the-  meeting  l>egan  to  fire,  and  they  killed  one 
another  indiscriminately ;  some  seven  or  eight  were  killed  by  the  firing  among  them- 
selves. The  Ku-Klux  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  killing;  they  were  away  off  in 
another  place.  But  they  were  terrible-looking  fellows.  I  have  heard  people  say  that 
fhey  ilever  saw  persons  who  could  drink  so  much  water:  that  one  of  them  could  drink 
a  whole  bucket  of  water.  In  other  words,  they  toucheu  upon  the  superstition  of  the 
colored  people  by  making  it  appear  that  they  were  the  spirits  of  the  confederate  dead. 

By  Mr.  Bi^m : 

Question.  This  man  Lakin  gives  an  account  of  the  meeting  to  which  you  refer — the 
one  held  at  Huntsville  in  1868.  He  represents  the  Ku-Klux  as  ha\-iug  attacked  the 
negiXHiS  while  they  were  holding  their  meeting. 

Atmcer.  Well,  sir,  he  is  mistaken  about  it,  or  misrepresents  the  facts,  if  my  informa- 
tion is  correct. 

Question,  You  were  not  in  town  at  the  time  ? 

Aiiswer.  No,  sir  j  but  I  was  there  the  next  day.  The  received  opinion  does  not  agree 
with  Mr.  Lakin's  statement.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Ku-Iuux  coming  in  tn«re 
caused  the  rumpus,  but  it'  was  not  a  necessary  result,  according  to  what  I  have  heard. 
I  had  no  personal  observation  or  knowledge  of  that  meeting. 

Question.  Mr.  Lakin  refers  to  that  meeting  at  some  length,  and  describes  it  in  tiiis 
way :  *'At  about  IT)  o'clock  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  disguised  men  rode  into  the 
public  square,  from  the  southeast  comer,  and  made^  a  circle  around  the  square.  They 
"were  followed  by  numerous  persons  on  foot,  undisguised."  He  then  says  that  they 
were  picketed  all  around  and  commenced  firing  upon  the  crowd. 

Answer.  He  is  mistaken,  or  misrepresents  the  facts,  or  else  I  am  grossly  misinformed 
about  them.  I  think  the  iiring  was  by  parties  in  the  meeting,  or  on  the  outside,  not 
disguised.  There  was  a  panic,  and  I  think  the  firing  and  the  killing  were^he  result  of 
that  panic.  There  wiis  a  man  named  Cox  who  was  shot,  and  also  a  Judge  Thurlow. 
The  killing  resulted  from  a  car«le§|9,  indiscriminate,  wild  kind  of  shooting,  consequent 
upon  a  panic  there. 

Qtuistion.  Mr.  Lakin  also  says :  "  The  military  were  ordered  out  for  the  ])rotectioa  of 
the  people.  Four  Ku-Kluxes,  or  persons,  were  arrested  with  their  disguises  in  th^ 
saddle-bags,  and  with  all  their  arms.  General  Rugcr  disarmed  them,  and  handed  them 
over  to  the  civil  authorities,  taking  charge  of  their  disguises  and  arms.  The  civil 
authorities  let  them  loose;  they  were  rearmed  by  persons  unknown  tome,  and  vrent  to 
the  livery  stables  and  forced  tne  men  there  to  give  up  their  horses,  and  then  they  dis- 
appeared." 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  that. 

Question.  Is  it  likely  that  such  a  thing  would  have  occurred  there  without  coming  to 
your  knowledge  t 

Answer,  1  should  think  not.  It  seems  to  me  that  I  would  have  heard  the  names  of 
the  men  who  were  arrested.*  Ruger  I  knew  very  well.  I  was  in  constant  inteicoarse 
with  him.    I  canimt  undertake  to  contradict  Mr.  Lakin's  stateme 


statement,  but  I  never 
that  statement  of  the  matter  before.    I  did  not  live  in  Huntsville  at  the  time. 

(Question.  He  says  himself,  upon  cross-examination,  that  the  Ku-Klux  did  not  fixe  at 
all ;  that  the  persons  undisguised  on  the  struts  did  the  firing. 

Answer.  That  is  so. 

Question,  And  that  the  Ku-Elux  were  there  as  a  reserve  or  a  defense. 


ALABAMA.  4^ 

Anewer,  I  cannot  speak  as  to  that.  I  reckon  they  were  tL«^re,  not  in  connection  with 
anybody,  bnt  that  they  came  in  on  their  own  account.  I  heard  that  they  went  aronnd 
the  square,  but  that  at  the  time  of  the  firing  they  were  some  distance  away.  When  Mr» 
Lakin  says  that  the  firing  was  by  persons  not  belonging  to  the  Ku-Klnx,  he  is  right. 

Qite»<um.  Bnt  he  intimates  very  strongly,  or  in  fact  bays  distinctly,  that  though  the 
Ku-Klux  did  not  do  the  firing,  they  had  confederates  in  the  crowd  who  did  tlic  tiring, 
And  that  the  Kn-Klux  were  there  as  a  reserve. 
Answer,  Does  he  mean  confederates  directly  in  rcfci-enee  to  that  firing  ? 
QaestUm,  Yes,  directly  in  reference  to  that  transaction. 

Anmcer.  Well,  1  believe  it  to  have  been  an  improvised  thinv-     There  is  with  the  poo- 
|)Io  down  there  an  unfortunate  habit  of  carrying  arm».     Almost  everybody  carries 
;irms ;  1  do  not  know  anybody  but  myself  that  never  has  i\ouo  so.    I  say  that  it  is  the 
most  unnecessary  thing  on  the  face  of  the  earth.    I  have  8i']<K»ni  known  anybody  killed 
JQ  a  personal  rencounter  where  it  was  not  fiom  an  appreJjension,  generally  an  unfounded 
«>oe,  that  the  person  committing  the  deed  was  going  to  be  hurt.    I  never  carry  arms. 
1  travel  all  over  the  country,  meeting  everybody,  and  hesitate  not  to  expi-ess  my 
opinions  as  a  Union  man.    I  did  it  before  the  war  and  during  the  war,  and  I  never  had 
any  trouble.    But  unfortunately  almost  everybody  down  there  carries  weapons.    Hence 
what  would  be  a  mere  fist-fight  in  the  State  of  Vermont  becomes  a  pretty  serious 
bminess  down  there  where  men  carry  aims.     Every  man  who  knows  the  southern 
I     people  knows  that  that  sort  of  thing  is  carritd  too  far.    Tlieae  homicides  to  which  I 
refer  are  the  result  of  that  very  improper  practice  which  the  southern  people  have  of 
carrying  arms  on  their  persons.    A  young  man,  a  particnlar  friend  of  mine,  named 
James  K.  Polk  Wright,  was  killed  by  the  sou  of  the  radical  slierift"  of  Madison  County, 
He  and  the  sheriff  were  both  intoxicatad  ;  and,  by  the  way,  liquor  helps  a  good  deal  m 
causing  these  troubles.     I  think  if  wo  could  get  rid  of  the  bad  liquor  and  tho  carrying 
of  fire-arms,  wo  would  avoid  a  great  many  of  these  homicides.     Wright  was  a  young 
man  for  whom  I  had  a  great  attachment.    During  the  war  I  got  him  out  of  prison 
jiome  time  before  the  general  order  for  the  release  of  prisoners.    He  was  a  great  fiiend 
of  mine,  and  I  was  very  much  shocked  and  grieved  at  his  death.     He  got  into  a  per- 
sonal difficulty  with  this  sheriff.    They  came  to  blows,  and  Wright,  who  was  an  active 
young  man,  had  the  sheriff  down.    The  sheriff's  son  saw  his  father  in  that  situation  ; 
and  down  there  I  believe  they  consider  it  a  legitimate  business  for  a  man,  when  his 
lather  is  down,  to  kill  the  fellow  who  is  on  top  of  him.    The  sheriff's  son,  at  any  rate, 
«lid  kill  Wright :  and  it  was  ccnt^idercd  a  justifiable  homicide.  Wright  was  a  ma^ificent- 
young  fellow.    He  had  the  unfortunate  habit  of  "  spreeing  "  occasionally;  but  in  other 
itjspects  he  was  a  remarkably  fine  young  man,  and  his  death,  I  think,  waa  a  ^at  loss, 
liut  nothing  was  done  in  that  case.    That  is  one  of  five  or  six  cases  of  homicide  that 
liave  occurred  in  my  \iciuity  and  under  my  observation  within  the  last  two  or  three 
years. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  Mr.  Day ;  I  tee  that  Mr.  Lakin,  in  his  testimony,  on  page  154, 
when  asked  who  waa  the  prosecutor  of  that  county,  said  that  Mr.  Day  was;  now,  1 
Yuiderstood  you  to  speak  of  Mr.  Day  aa  the  clerk  of  the  court. 

»  Answer.  Mr.  Dav  has  never  been  the  prosecutor.  He  is  the  clerk  of  the  United  States 
difltnct  court.  The  gentleman  to  whom  I  refer  is  Captain  Day  or  M^or  Day,  a  highly 
respectable  gentleman,  who  fought  all  through  the  war  on  the  side  of  the  Union.  Ho 
says  Mr.  Lakin  told  him  that  he  had  been  treated  with  great  courtesy  and  kindness. 

QuewtUm,  In  the  testimony  Mr.  Lakin  is  asked,  *'  Who  is  the  prosecutor  of  that  county  1** 
And  he  ansv^rs,  "  Mr.  Day." 

-  Annoer.  L.'  W.  Day  is  the  clerk  of  the  United  States  district  court.    The  prosecutor 

a€  tbftt  county  is  Captain  William  Whedon. 

•  Question.  Has  there  ever  been  a  prosecutor  in  that  county  named  Dayf 

^^  Answer.  Not  according  to  my  recollection ;  and  I  think  I  would  know  it  if  there  had 

been  saoh  an  ofiicer,  because  I  was  a  lawyer  myself  twenty-five  years  ago,  and  I  am 

Homewfaat  observant  of  these  things.    Last  year,  when  I  was  in  the  county  of  Cherokee, 

vrhere  I  had  heard  there  were  Ku-Klux,  Mr.  Lakin  held  a  four  days'  meeting  at  a  little 

place  called  Galesville.    He  was  a  sort  of  presiding  elder  of  the  conference  running  all 

throagh  those  counties.    At  Galesville,  as  I  had  heard  before,  there  were  some  boys, 

from  sixteen  to  twenty,  sowing  their  wild  oats,  who  would  disguise  themselves,  and 

^vhen  they  found  a  white  man  living  openly  with  a  negro  woman,  or  anything  of  that 

kindy  iKTonld  intimate  to  him  that  they  would  thrash  him.    That  sort  of  Ku-Kluxing 

(iid  go  on  there,    ^ir.  Lakin  was  there.    He  was  known  to  be  a  man  who  fraternized 

\vith  the  negroes.    This  was  a  white  settlement ;  there  were  very  few  negroes  there. 

I  reooUeot  that  he  left  there  before  I  got  through  with  my  appointments  in  that  vicinity, 

and  that  he  went  off  alone  undisturbed.    Some  one  asked  about  IVir.  Lakin;  said  1, 

"*  Stop  this  Ku-KIuxing,  above  all  things ;  if  you  will  Kn-Klux,  don't  Ku-Klux  while  I 

am  arotind  here ;  but  I  advise  yoa  to  stop  it  altogether."    Mr.  Lakin  is  himself  a  living 

^refatation  of  the  statement  that  a  man  cannot  live  safely  in  that  oommanity  and  do 

very  much  as  he  pleasee. 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  soy  that  I^akin  had  the  reputation  of  fraternizing  with  the  negroes  t 

Antwer,  1  mean  that  he  would  seat  them  at  the  table  with  him — men  and  women. 
That  is  the  reputation  he  had.  I  do  not  know  that  it  went  any  further  than  that ;  hot 
ai  the  same  time  it  savored  very  mnch  of  what  folks  down  there  do  not  like. 

Question.  You  mean  it  savored  of  promiscuous  intercourse  t 

Jnsicer.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  it  amounted  to  that ;  I  do  not  know  it ;  I  only  say  that 
there  was  that  sort  of  social  equality  going  on  and  carried  much  further  than  abolition 
ever  went.  The  truth  is  that  if  a  white  man  goes  down  there  from  the  North,  with 
such  ideas  as  to  his  associations,  he  is  not  going  to  be  received  socially  by  respectable 
white  people.  I  am  a  Union  man,  and  in  favor  of  freedom  and  everyth'ingof  that  kind, 
but  no  man  should  come  to  my  house  uuless  I  would  go  to  his;  and  I  would  not  visit 
any  man's  house  where,  if  I  took  my  wife  with  me,  I  might  expect  her  to  be  placed 
side  by  side  with  a  worthless  negro,  introduced  there  perhaps  simply  because  he  was 
a  negro.  Distinctions  of  color  in  these  days,  as  I  have  observed  down  there,  are  some- 
times rather  strong  in  the  wrong  direction. 

Question.  What  is  Lakin's  reputation  in  the  community  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  has  emphasized  his  character  a  good  deal  by  his  testimony,  as  the 
telegraph  abstracts  it — more  than  he  did  in  any  other  way.  llis  character  was  that  of 
an  intermeddler ;  a  man  who  was  doing  a  good  many  things  which  were  offensive  to 
the  common  sentiment  of  the  best  people  there )  not  those  who  are  lawless.  I  have 
never  seen  him  but  once  or  twice ;  twice,  I  think.  I  have  a  great  many  personal  friends 
among  the  republicans  there ;  some  of  them  vote  for  me.  liut  Mr.  Lakin  never  could 
be  a  friend  of  mine.  From  my  knowledge  of  his  character,  I  should  not  permit  my- 
self to  be  introduced  to  him.  At  the  same  time,  as  I  know  nothing  of  him  from  my 
own  knowledge,  it  is  possible  I  may  do  him  injustice.  But  the  impression  which  has 
been  made  upon  my  mind  in  regard  to  him  is  such  that  I  would  not  be  introduced  to 
liim. 

Question.  You  have  stated  his  general  reputation  and  associations  in  that  community? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  are  others  who  know  him  a  great  deal  better  than  I  do- 
men  of  his  own  party,  men  who  vote  as  he  votes.  1  can  name  them,  and  yon  may  cite 
them  if  you  choose.  I  would  name  Mr.  James  Ware,  Mr.  Figgers,  editor  of  the  Hunts- 
ville  Advocate,  Mr.  John  Reed,  Mr.  Day.  These  gentlemen  know  a  great  deal  more 
about  him  than  I  do.    They  have  talked  with  him ;  I  have  not. 

Question.  Mr,  Lakin  went  there,  as  I  understand,  as  a  minister,  or  elder  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  North.  Was  there  not  some  feeling  between  that  church  and 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  colored  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  which  was  organ- 
ized before  ho  came  there,  ^was  broken  up  by  him  and  others  working  with  him.  A 
colored  minister  named  Hamer,  who  was  endeavoring  to  get  together  the  colored  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Church  South,  was,  as  I  have  been  told^  denounced  by  Mr.  Lakin 
as  a  "  wolf;"  and  afterwaid,  in  consequence  of  that  sort  of  instigation  from  him,  Mr. 
Hamer  was  notified  that  he  must  leave,  for  he  would  not  be  safe  there.    He  did  leave. 

Question.  There  were  excesses  practiced  by  both  of  these  x^arties  in  their  church  sol 
against  each  other  f 

Ansu)cr,  1  know  very  little  about  it.  I  have  lived  out  of  Huntsvllle  a  good  while.  I 
have  heard,  without  giving  much  attention  to  it,  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  that 
sort  of  disturbance ;  threatening,  wrangling,  quarreling.  But  I  have  not  witnessed 
any  of  it,  and  cannot  testily  to  it  from  any  knowledge  I  have  on  the  subject.  I  only 
know  that  I  have  heard  that  this  man  Hamer  was  driven  off  at  the  instii^ioa  of  Mr. 
Lakin. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Has  there  been  in  yoar  part  of  Alabama  any  difficulty  about  the  negro 
voting  the  democratic  ticket?  Has  there  been  any  interference  by  people  of  his  own 
color,  if  he  attempted  to  do  so  ? 

Ansu^er.  The  only  intimidation  I  ever  heard  of  in  late  elections  was  the  menaces  em- 
ployed to  prevent  colored  people  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket.  There  were  two 
ireedmen  who  voted  for  me  in  my  first  election.  One  of  them,  Preston  Pope,  a  most 
intelligent  man,  who  was  my  foreman,  came  to  me  after  the  election  and  told  me  that 
he  had  left  town  before  sunrise  and  not  returned  until  after  dark,  because  they  inti- 
mated to  him  that  he  must  not  vote ;  that  if  ho  did,  the  personal  consequences  to  him- 
self would  be  serious.  That  thing  has  happened  very  frequently.  You  have  heard  of 
**  repeating"  at  elections.  One  of  Jere.  Cleniens's  boys  voted  six  times  in  the  last  elec- 
tion unchallenged,  and  the  votes  were  counted. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  challenge  under  such  circumstances  T 

Answer.  We  have  no  right  to  challenge ;  the  law  does  not  allow  it.    No  one  except 

;  the  officers  and  those  voting  are  allowed  to  come  within  thirty  feet  of  the  polls.     I  have 

been  told,  "  Mr.  Dox,  you  are  too  close ;  you  are  within  thirty  feet ; "  and  I  have  been 

ordered  away.   I  have  said  to  the  sheriff,  "Get  your  tape-line  and  let  us  see.*   We  can- 
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not  €hall6Dge  anyboily,  either  on  the  registry  or  in  the  election.  The  law  will  not 
allow  it.  How  are  you  ^oing  to  convict  l^em  T  These  fellows  are  advised  that  they 
can  "  vote  early  and  oft^n."  I  have  never  been  so  shocked  in  my  life  as  I  have  been  at 
the  "  repeating  "  at  elections  down  there.  I  do  not  know  but  that  some  of  our  folks  do 
it  also.  After  Jere.  Clemena's  boy  had  voted  six  times,  Nick  Davis,  a  staunch  repub- 
lican, got  np  and  made  a  speech,  and  told  them  that  such  things  would  have  to  be  pun- 
ished ;  that  they  were  goin^  a  OTcat  deal  too  far.  Others  voted  two  or  three  times.  I 
have  somotiracs  been  humihated  to  see  how  the  people  down  there  have  been  subju-  , 
gated.  At  my  first  election  I  absolutely  had  to  bow  under  a  bayonet  in  order  to  get . 
round  to  the  little  ehed  where  my  vote  was  to  be  cast.  A  fellow  was  standing  there 
with  a  muyket  and  a  bayonet,  and  colored  men  who  came  from  Limestone  County,  not 
in  my  district,  were  i)ermitted  to  vote  at  the  front  door,  while  I  had  to  go  to  the  hack 
window  to  put  in  ray  vote. 

Qnesiion.  You  say  it  is  very  common,  according  to  your  recollection,  for  negroes  voting 
or  f^tt^'nsptiiific  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  to  he  threatened  or  maltreatefl  ? 

Anstcer,  I  have  heard  of  it  a  great  many  times.  I  provided  for  manumitting  my 
negroes  in  1857  or  1858,  or  before  the  war,  and  so  did  my  wife.  Most  of  the  negroes 
were  hers ;  I  had  bnt  four  or  five.  We  manumitted  them  and  provided  for  their  sui>- 
port.  Yet  recently,  when  I  came  to  be  a  candidate  before  the  people,  those  negroes 
were  told  if  they  voted  for  me  I  would  endeavor  to  put  them  back  into  slavery !  The 
negroes  will  naturally  follow  and  go  with  their  old  friends  and  masters  if  they  are  not 
intimidated.  It  will  be  bo  one  of  these  days,  and  properly  so,  because  they  want  that 
sort  of  guidance  and  direction.  I  never  have  seen  a  man  who  would  re-enslave  the 
negroes,  though  some  fools  mjiy  talk  that  way.  And  I  find  very  few  in  these  days  who 
would  take  from  the  negroes  the  right  to  vote.  Mr.  Davis  made  a  foolish,  ridiculous 
speech  down  in  Georgia  the  other  day ;  but  I  have  not  seen  any  man  but  one  (and 
he  was  a  fool  of  a  fellow)  who  approved  that  sort  of  thing. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  negroes  in  your  region  of  Alabama  were  induced 
to  vote  the  republican  ticket  by  promises  of  land  and  other  property,  provided  they 
did  so,  and  by  threats  to  be  put  back  into  slavery  if  they  did  not  ? 

Answer,  Negro  vott^-rs  have  told  me  that  such  promises  had  been  made  to  them,  and 
that  they  were  threatene-d  that  they  would  be  put  into  slavery  again.  But  I  did  not 
place  a  great  deal  of  trust  in  that.    They  told  me  so  themselves,  several  of  them  did. 

QuesUon.  What  effect  has  been  produced  upon  your  people  in  the  way  of  causing  dis- 
content, by  your  election  laws,  by  the  way  your  constitution  was  imposed  upon  you 
and  officers  appointed  after  the  i)eople  had  defeated  that  constitution,  and  by.  the  gen- 
eral management  of  your  political  afiairs  ? 

Anmoer.  Those  things  have  had  a  very  bad  effect ;  but  I  hold  the  white  people  respon- 
sible to  a  largo  extent  for  that.  Our  people  were  in  favor  of  voting  at  the  election  upon 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution ;  but  £x-Oovernor  Parsons  came  down  there  as  an  embas- 
sador from  Mr.  Johnson,  (at  any  rate  be  was  so  considered,)  and  advised  that  we  should 
not  vote.  The  course  which  he  advised  was  very  much  against  my  wishes.  I  was  not  in 
Montgomery  at  the  time ;  we  are  almost  as  far  practically  fii-om  that  place  as  from  Wash- 
ington. But  Judge  Richard  Walker  was  sent  down  as  our  representative ;  and  he  came 
back  and  said  that  it  was  under  the  influence  and  by  thecounsel  of  Governor  Parsons  that 
the  non- voting  policy  was  adopted — ^very  much  to-onr  disgust.  But  for  that  we  would 
have  had  two-thirds  of  the  officers  of  the  State.  Of  course,  the  men  who  were  chosen, 
under  the  circumstances,  were  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  men  entirely  incapable  of  Idling 
office  properly.  The  probate  judge  of  Madison  County  (I  do  not  tnow  now  far  he  has 
aceomplishefl  himself  in  the  business  by  this  time)  was  a  common  jack-plane  carpenter 
from  Oregon..  The  sheriff  could  not  msuke  a  return  of  process  that  anybody  could  read. 
X  had  a  photograph  of  one  of  his  returns  which  I  would  have  been  glad  to  show  to  this 
committee.  Those  are  specimens  of  the  officers  we  have  had  all  through  that  State,  so  far 
as  ray^  observation  is  concerned.  There  were,  of  course,  exceptions.  Jiidge  Haralson  is  a 
man  of  capacity ;  but  he  was  a  circuit  judge  before  that  election.  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
Hay — I  said  it  in  a  speech  in  Congress  last  year — that  there  is  not  a  town  or  county  in 
New  York  or  New  England  that  would  for  a  moment  permit  the  kind  of  men  who  are 
occnpying  offices  down  there  to  hold  any  responsible  public  position. 

By  Mr.  Blaui  : 

Question.  Do  you  attribute  the  present  quiet  and  peaceful  condition  of  affairs  iu  your 
State,  as  contrasted  with  thiit  prevailing  a  few  years  ago,  to  the  fact  tliat  the  people 
are  reclaiming  the  power  of  the  Government  f 

Awfwer.  Yes,  sir.  Although  Governor  Lindsay  is  not  the  greatest  governor  in  the 
world,  I  think  the  fact  that  we  have  obtained  control  of  the  St4ite  administration  has 
had  a  most  favorable  effect.  We  feel  as  if  we  had  something  to  do  with  making  and 
admiTiisteriug  the  liiws  by  which  we  are  governed. 

Question.  And  some  security  under  them  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  security  under  them.  I  think  the  change  in  the  political  con- 
trol of  the  State  has  couttributed  very  much  to  this  result.  1  have  never  seen  anything 
to  Batifify  me  that  the  i>eople  were  not  secure  there  at  any  time.    Dissatisfaction  exists, 
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nf  course.  Th«'  conilition  of  the  communitj  haa  been  that  of  a  subjo^tfed  people. 
The  people  of  Ireland  have  been  enslaved,  as  they  regard  it,  but  they  nave  not  been 
subordinated  to  an  inferior  race,  manipulated  by  a  debased  instrumentality — corrupt, 
bad  men,  who  have  no  homes,  or,  if  they  had,  were  driven  from  them.  Such  a  condi- 
tion of  atiaii*8  is  appallin;;. 

Question.  The  portion  of  country  in  which  you  live — the  northern  part  of  Alabama — 
wiis,  to  a  great  extent,  for  the  Union  ? 

Anstrer,  Yes,  sir;  two-thirds  of  it. 

Quottioiu  Before  the  war  and  during  the  war  ? 

Answer,    Yes,  sir;  and  they  are  for  the  Union  now. 

Qnesiion.  How  are  those  men  classed  politically  who  were  Union  men  at  tbe  out- 
break of  the  war  and  during  the  war  f 

AnHirer.  They  are  democrats. 

Question.  The  ^eat  body  of  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  great  body  of  them  are  democrats.  My  county — Madison— 
was,  before  the  war,  the  largest  slaveholding  county  in  the  district,  the  only  one  that 
really  was  a  slaveholding  county.  Tlie  white  and  the  black  vote  in  my  countv  is  very 
nearly  equal.  Accordin;^:  to  my  recollection  I  received  in  my  county  2,000  white  voteV 
and  100  black  votes,  while  my  competitor  received  about  2,000  black  votes  and  per- 
liaps  150  white  votes. 

Qnesiion.  Before  the  war  the  majority  of  white  people  in  your  county  were  Union 
men? 

Anmeer,  Yes,  sir;  decidedly.  They  elected  Jero.  Clemens  to  the  convention  of  1^61 
as  an  opponent  of  8eces^sion. 

Question.  And  it  may  be  said,  without  any  kind  of  doubt,  that  the  whole  of  North 
Alabama  was,  by  a  large  majority,  for  the  Union  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  decidedly. 

Question.  And  not  only  before  the  war  and  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  but  during 
actual  hostilities  f 

Ansicer.  I  cannot  say  but  that  during  actual  hostilities  many  of  them  were  forced 
or  pressed  into  aiding  the  rebellion  in  some  way;  but  I  have  never  seen  atnan  tbeif 
who  did  not  receive  with  seeming  approval  my  denunciations  of  secession  and  the  spirit 
of  secession. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  the  Federal  Government  enlisted 
large  bodies  of  men  in  jrour  part  of  the  country  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  I  know  it  did;  not  exactly  in*my  section,  however.  It  wa«  in  thosr 
counties  sou t  h  of  Tuscumbia.  There  were  some  enlisted  in  my  region.  But  you  cannot  sit 
down  and  talk  to  a  man  there  without  finding  him  denouncing  secession.  But  for  tb^ 
unfortunate  effort  to  implicate  Jefferson  Davis  in  the  assassination  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  I 
believe  he  would  have  been  in  as  absolute  obscurity  almost  as  it  is  possible  for  an  v 
man  to  be :  I  believe  that  all  that  he  has  got  of  the  martyr's  stamp  or  impress  wtf 
gotten  by  him  in  that  way. 

Question.  Those  men  who  went  into  our  service  from  that  section  and  are  there  nov. 
bow  are  they  classed  politically  T    Do  you  know  any  of  them  personally  t 

Answer.  I  know  very  few  of  them.  All  I  know  is  that  I  was  elected  by  more  thin 
6,000  majority ;  and  I  scarcely  know  where  any  white  man  can  be  found  there  who 
does  not  vote  with  the  democrats.  The  other  northern  district  of  the  State,  from 
which  Mr,  Sloss  was  elected — the  Tuscumbia  district — ^would  have  given  Mr.  Slo* 
10,000  majority  if  proper  effort  had  been  made.  Those  two  districts  together  are,  if 
rightly  worked,  good  for  18,000  democratic  majority,  provided  the  negroes  are  not  tot* 
much  intimidated  for  the  purpose  of  making  them  vote  against  the  democracy.  Tbosf 
mountain  counties — the  wnite  men's  counties — are  for  the  Union ;  there  is  no  doabt 
about  that. 

Question,  Do  you  know  anything  about  Winston  County  t 

Anmcer.  That  is  away  down  in  Mr.  Sloss's  district,  and  I  know  very  little  of  it ;  it  i* 
a  remote  county. 

Question.  It  has  been  stated  that  that  is  the  only  county  in  your  State  which  gives  & 
white  miyority  for  the  republicans. 

Answer.  Is  anybody  certain  of  that  f  I  suppose  it  may  have  given  such  a  mjyoritr 
once  or  twice ;  but  it  was  because  the  county  was  not  attended  to  at  all,  I  mean  in  any 
legitimate  way.    I  think  that  Winston  to-day  is  a  democratic  county. 

By  l^Ir.  Beck  : 

Question.  Speaking  of  the  discontent  among  your  people,  growing  out  of  tbe  mannc* 
in  which  the  constitution  was  imposed,  the  sort  of  officers  forced  upon  you,  and  their 
mismanagement  of  State  affairs,  does  this  discontent  amount  to  discontent  toward  th«^ 
(iovernment  of  the  United  States,  or  toward  the  administration  of  it  by  the  party  whp 
are  in  power  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  he«itate  t^  say  that  the  day  after  the  surrender  at  Appomattox,  cover- 
ing an  al>solnte  surrondgr  of  everything  like  secessiou,  the  al)0lishraent  of  slavery 
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thorongbly  expected  by  the  peo^ile  of  the  South  as  anythiug  was  ever  expected  by 
them ;  and  I  believe  that  the  discontents  and  dissatisfactions  have  resulted,  not  so 
much  perhaps  from  the  actual  pressure  or  persecution,  as  from  an  apprehension  1  hat  thoy 
are  to  be  constantly  interfered  with;  that  legislation  of  the  General  Government  in 
reference  to  our  airaii*s  is  to  be  repeated  again  and  again.  We  do  not  know  where  we 
stand.  Our  minds  are  in  an  unsettled  condition.  As  a  Union  man  I  came  out  for  uni- 
versal amnesty  when  the  war  ended.  I  saw  around  me  there  men  as  capable  as  any 
in  the  country  of  tilling  the  highest  positions;  I  knew  that  those  men  had  surren- 
dered all  hostility  to  tlie  Government ;  I  thought  that  the  people  ought  to  have  an  op- 
jiortunity  to  elect  to  office  men  of  their  own  choice.  I  believe  that  if  upon  the  close 
t>f  the  war  the  policy  of  universal  amnesty  had  been  adopted,  as  an  accompaniment 
to  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  the  repeal  of  all  ordinances  of  secession  and  laws  con- 
He«iuent  upon  those  ordinances,  the  South  would  to-day  be  fifteen  or  twenty  years  in 
advance  of  what  it  is,  with  respect  to  the  restoration  of  peace,  prosperity,  and  general 
contentment. 

Question.  What  would  be  now  the  effect  of  universal  amnesty  among  your  people  f 

Answer.  What  would  be  the  effect  of  universal  amnesty  among  the  people  of  Ahi- 
bania  to-day  f  Why,  sir,  do  you  know  the  extent  to  which  people  there  are  excluded 
from  office  f 

Ansicer.  I  think  I  do. 

Question,  Do  yon  know  that  every  commissioner  of  highways,  every  constable,  every 
man  of  those  who  have  had  the  control  of  the  local  affairs  of  commnnities,  is  excluded 
from  public  position  ?  Why,  sir,  if  the  disfranchisement  were  applied  only  to  hurge 
classes  of  active  rebels  and  removed  from  these  cross-roads  men,  justices  of  the  peace, 
commissioners  of  highways,  and  men  of  that  class,  the  effect  would  be  wonderful.  I 
have  very  great  dou  ots  whether  but  for  the  exclusion  of  these  smaller  men  from  office 
the  republican  party  would  not  have  had  the  ascendency  there,  particularly  in  our 
section  of  country,  where  there  is  such  a  strong  Union  sentiment. 

By  Mr.  Blaiu  : 

Question.  The  people  regard  the  policy  as  one  of  proscription  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they,  so  regard  it.  We  do  not  care  anything  about  Mr.  Jefferson 
Davis's  proscription.  But  here  is,  perhaps,  Mr.  Thompson,  who  has  held  the  office  of 
constable,  and  Mr.  Johnson,  who  has  been  overseer  of  highways,  and  other  men  of  that 
class,  who  cannot  hold  office,  because  they  took  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  oif 
the  United  States,  and  perhaps  gave  clothing  or  horses  to  their  sons  when  they  were 
conscripted  into  the  confederate  service.  Sometimes  I  feel  very  much  as  if  I  would 
l)ledge  myself  to  resign  my  office  if  the  general  amnesty  policy  were  adopted,  so  as  to 
give  the  peo])le  in  my  district  a  chance  to  elect  somebody  whom  they  may  prefer.  I 
feel  now  as  if  it  were  a  sort  of  "Hobson's  choice"  with  them,  though  they  have  given 
me  a  big  majority.  If  I  should  ever  have  another  chance,  I  would  like  to  run  against 
one  of  those  confederates.    It  would  be  a  good  test. 

Question.  Under  the  present  system  in  the  South,  almost  all  fhe  mou  of  ability  are 
excluded  from  office  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  State  in  denied  the  benefit  of  its  best  talent  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  of  course  much  of  tlie  disorder  is  due  to  that  fact  ? 

Ansirer.  Very  naturally  and  logically. 

Question.  Does  not  the  dissatisfaction  extend  beyond  those  who  are  themselves 
excluded  f    Does  it  not  extend  to  the  community  generally  ? 

Anstccr.  Certainly  ;  it  affects  not  only  the  men  who  are  excluded,  but  the  community 
generally.  For  instance,  by  this  policy  I  am  prevented  from  voting,  perhaps,  for  the 
man  of  my  choice — a  man  who  stands  by  me  and  whose  counsel  and  aid  I  want.  I  am 
not  allowed  to  vote  for  the  man  of  my  cnoice — the  man  whom  I  would  really  prefer  to 
rcprcjicnt  mo. 

Question.  It  hiu^  been  stated  in  some  of  the  testimony  here  that  if  the  class  of  uien 
who  were  under  disabilities  were  disposed  to  do  so,  they  could  produce  perfect  quiet, 
brt-ak  up  this  Ku-Klux  business,  and  put  an  end  to  these  disturbances.  What  is  your 
opinion  on  that  )>oint  f 

AnHwvr.  I  never  yet  heard  one  leading  man  of  that  country  who  did  not  denounce 
Kn-Kluxism.  Those  men  have  done  aU  that  poor  human  nature  could  be  exiiected  to 
do  undor  the  circumstances.  They  are  proscribed  and  excluded  from  office.  The 
ijeople  there  are  subjugated.  For  instance,  when  Busteed  first  came  there  to  hold  the 
United  States  district  court,  one  would  have  thought,  from  the  apprehensions  ex- 
l»rt«sed,  that  an  earthquake  or  something  very  terrific  had  come ;  and  he  did  hold  the 
people  ui>  very  shaqily.  We  did  not  know  hardly  what  we  might  not  expect.  For 
instance,  if  a  man  smoked  a  cigar  anywhere  within  the  neighborhood  of  his  court-room, 
he  would  order  that  cigar  to  be  put»out.  A  man  who  in  the  court-room  would  put  a 
chew  of  tobacco  in  his  mouth  would  be  ordered  to  take  it  out,  and  told  that  he  must 
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not  »\nt  on  the  lioor.  If  a  man  would  sit  in  one  chair  and  lean  over  upon  another. 
Judge  Bu^t<*cd  TiTould  order  him  to  sit  up  straight.  The  judge,  however,  as  I  under- 
stood, got  over  that.  I  have  not  been  in  his  coui't  myself  for  a  long  time.  Once  when 
I  was  in  his  court-room  I  closed  my  eyes,  as  I  sometimes  do  when  1  am  thinking,  and 
his  lacquey  told  mel  must  not  sleep  in  the  court-room.  I  was  not  in  the  vievr  of  the 
court  oitlier;  I  wa9  hidden  by  a  bench,  as  it  were.  I  got  up  and  left  the  court-room, 
and  have  not  been  there  since.  Such  things  may  seem  amusing,  but  they  are  a  little 
humiliating.  Judge  Busteed  told  Judge  Humphries — the  Juogo  Humphries  now  iri 
this  city — that  he  mujft  not  be  playing  his  gymnastics  in  his  court :  that  ho  must  co 
round  when  he  wanted  to  get  out  of  the  bar.  That  may  have,  been  all  very  well. 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  laxity  there,  and  Judge  Busteed's  course  has  improved  tlie 
manners  of  the  bai'  considerably;  I  will  give  him  cretlit  for  that. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Qn^tion.  I  want  to  inquire  somewhat  in  regard  to  this  Mr.  Lakin.  You  are  aware, 
I  suppose,  of  the  occasion  of  the  split  in  the  Methodist  Church  of  the  United  States  f 

Anmcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  Methodist  church  in  the  Southern  States  went  off  from  the  general 
organization,  and  established  a  separate  organization — the  Methodist  Church  Soath  f 

Atisicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qiiesthn.  And  the  ground  of  this  division  was  the  subject  of  slavery  wholly,  ^ras 
it  not  ? 

Awtwei:  S^o  I  j-egarded  it,  and  so  it  was  accepted,  I  believe. 

QueHtion.  There  was  no  question  of  doctrine  or  theological  opinion  that  divided  them 
at  all? 

Anstver,  Not  as  I  understand  it. 

(J^icsiion.  You  understand  that  the  Methodist  Church  South  held  precisely  the  same 
religious  faith  in  all  respects  as  the  Methodists  of  the  North,  except  upon  this  subject 
of  slavery  ? 

Amwer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuestioH.  Do  you  know  how  Mr.  Lakin  came  to  go  South  ? 

Anmcer.  No,  sir ;  I  know  very  little  of  Mr.  Lakin.  I  have  heard  that  a  Colonel  Shirk, 
a  republican,  who  came  from  Peru,  Hlinois,  as  I  understand,  said  that  Mr.  Lakin  had 
been  suspended,  not  deposed,  but  suspended  by  reason  of  some  act,  which  was  not 
exactly  ecclesiastical  or  becoming  a  clergyman,  and  that  he  came  South,  not  under 
any  cloud  so  far  as  I  have  ever  heard,  but  probably  by  the  advice  of  his  ecclesiastical 
superiors.    That  is  the  impression  I  got  from  my  informant. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  he  had  got  out  of  ministerial  employment  at  the 
North! 

Anmver.  Yes,  sir;  I  understood  he  was  at  the  Five  Points  Mission,  in  New  York. 
There  tliis  thing  was  done,  whatever  it  was,  which  disturbed  his  ecclesiastical  relations 
somewhat.  He  then  went  to  Peru,  Illinois.  Thefe,  as  I  learned  from  ray  informant, 
(who  ia  named  Van  Valkenburg,  and  who  obtained  his  information  from  Colonel  Shirk, 
a  gentleman  living  in  Peru,)  his  relations  to  the  church  were  not  as  close  as  a  miniater 
in  good  standing  would  desire  to  have  them. 

Question,  Do  you  not  know,  or  have  you  not  understood,  that  Mr.  Lakin  was  eent 
down  into  Alabama  by  the  Methodist  Conference  of  the  North — that  he  went  to  Alabama 
under  the  authority  of  the  Methodist  Church  North — that  they  sent  him  there  ? 

AnHuer.  My  wife  is  a  Methodist ;  but  I  ojn  not  very 

Question.  Have  you  not  heard  that  that  was  the  fact  t 

A nmar.  No,  sir ;  but  I  do  not  doubt  that  he  went  there  with  some  authority  from  some- 
body. 

Queation.  Do  you  not  understand  that  he  was  sent  down  into  Alabama  by  the  Meth- 
odist Conference,  the  ecclesiastical  authority  of  the  Methodist  Church  North,  for  the 
very  purxiose  of  furthering  the  interests  of  that  church,  and  attaching  the  Methodists  in 
Alabama  to  the  Methodist  Church  North,  and  that  he  went  clothed  with  proper  eccleai- 
astical  authority  for  that  purpose  from  the  Methodist  Church  North  ? 

AuHHrr.  Well,  I  have  no  information  on  the  subject.  I  suppose  he  went  down  there 
authorized  by  somebody,  authorized  perhaps  by  some  responsible  ecclesiastical  division 
of  the  chiu*eh.    I  do  not  know  anything  to  the  contrary. 

Question.  What  you  stated  before  rather  seemed  to  imply  that  he  was  a  refugee  f 

AuHicer.  I  did  not  mean  to  intimate  that  he  was  a  refugee.  I  stated  that  this  gentle- 
man from  Peru,  Illinois,  a  re[)ublican,  told  my  informant  that  Mr.  Lakin  was,  at  one 
time,  in  ecclesiastical,  not  disgrace,  but  suspeuHion,  by  reason  of  something  he  had  done. 

ByMr.  Blaiu: 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  transaction  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

By  the  CiiATHMAN,  (Mr.  Poland:)      ^     '     * 

Question.  Do  you  not  understaud  that  when  he  went  to  Alabama  he  went  under  the 
authority  of  tlie  Methodist  Church  North  ? 
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Anmoer,  I  have  not  any  doubt  about  it. 

Question*  Then  he  was  not  a  refugee,  and  he  did  not  go  down  there  to  escape  eoolesi- 
aotical  censure  or  punishment! 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  he  did.  If  I  made  any  snggestion  in  that  direction  at 
ally  it  vfas  to  this  effect :  Bometimes  a  minister  may  do  acts  which  will  impair  his  use- 
fulness where  he  has  been  living ;  evidence  of  reformation  may  be  given  by  him,  and 
it  may  be  suggestt^d  to  him 

Question.  The  purpose  of  my  inquiry  is  to  ascertain  from  you  whether  you  did  not 
know,  from  information  or  otherwise,  that  ho  went  down  there  accredited  by  the  eccle- 
siastical authority  of  the  Methodist  Church  North  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  to  the  contrary,  and  I  think  he  probably  did. 

Question.  Do  you  not  understand  that  to  have  been  the  manner  and  reason  of  hiJs  go- 
ing to  that  iSiate — that  he  went  there  clothed  with  such  authority  as  could  be  given  to 
him  by  the  ecclesiastical  authorities  of  his  church  t 

Answer.  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  it. 

Questian.  You  have  been  inquired  of  concerning  the  character  of  Mr.  Lakin,  whether 
be  did  not  sustain  a  bad  character.  Now,  what  do  you  know,  or  what  have  you  heard, 
against  the  character  of  Mr.  Lakin  as  a  Christian  minister  t 

Anstcer.  Well,  my  impressions  of  Mr.  Lakin's  character  ae  a  Christian  minister  have 
been — I  know  nothing  personally  about  him 

Question.  State  any  information  that  you  havef 

Anstcer.  My  information  is  this:  I  saw  that  it  was  stated  by  him  that  he  could  not 
be  safe  down  there ;  that  he  was  not  treated  right 

QuesHan.  I  want  you  to  lay  aside  his  testimony ;  1  do  not  want  you  to  refer  to^at. 
I  want  you  to  fix  your  attention  on  his  character  as  a  man  while  he  was  there  before 
he  testified.  Have  yon  any  information  that  Mr.  Lakin  ever  committed  an  act  or 
did  a  thingthat  was  derogatory  to  his  character  as  a  Christian  minister  t 

Answer.  Knowing  Mr.  Lakin  as  little  as  I  do,  the  impressions  made  upon  ray  mind 
aa  to  his  character,  from  what  I  have  heard  of  him,  have  not  been  £iivorable  to  him  at 
all. 

Question.  I  want  you  to  be  specific. 

Answer.  I  want  to  be  specific. 

Question.  VThtxt  act  dhl  you  ever  hear  of  Mr.  Lakin  committing  tlmt  was  derogatory 
to  his  character  as  a  Christian  minister  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  heard  of  any  specific  act  derogatory  to  his  charac- 
ter as  a  Christian  minister.  The  general  habit  and  practice  of  the  man  is  fraternization 
with  colored  people.  It  would  depeud  altogether  upon  a  man's  stand-point  whether 
that  would  be  regarded  as  favorable  to  his  character.  Then  he  told  marvelous  stories 
about  his  being  shot  at ;  I  am  not  talking  about  liis  testimony,  but  about  what  I  heard 
before  he  gave  his  testimony. 

Question.  You  understand  that  his  mission  in  Alabama  was  to  attach,  so  far  as  he 
could,  the  Methodist  people  in  Alabama  to  the  Methodist  Church  North  ?  They  did 
not  call  it  the  "Methodist  Church  North,"  but  the  "Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  " 

Answer.  \Vell,  I  suppose  his  mission  in  Alabama,  whether  he  was  assigned  specifically 
to  that  mission  or  not,  was  to  bring  into  the  ecclesiastical  fold  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
the  colored  people ;  I  would  not  say  Methodists  generally. 

Question.  Very  likely  it  was  expected  that  much  the  largest  number  of  those  whom 
he  would  get  to  attach  themselves  to  the  Northern  brancn  of  the  Methodist  Church 
would  be  colored  people^  but  do  you  understand  that  his  efforts  were  more  directed  to 
getting  the  cooperation  of  the  colored  than  the  white  Methodists? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  impression,  distinct  and  emphatic. 

Question.  That  he  was  not  to  attempt  to  secure  the  white  Methodists  of  the  South  at 
allf 

Answer.  That  is  my  impression  as  to  his  mission. 

Question.  You  understand  that  he  did  organize  a  very  considerable  number  of  churches 
down  there  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  they  were  exclusively  colored? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not;  but  where  the  colored  settlements  were,  they  were,  I 
reckon,  nearly  so ;  I  cannot  say  they  were  exclusively  colored. 

Question.  There  were  more  or  less  white  Methodists  in  Alabama  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  in  what  are  called  the  white  counties. 

Question.  Then  do  you  understand  that  his  special  purpose  was  to  secure  colored 
people  to  attach  themselves  to  the  Northern  church  7 

Awncer.  That  is  my  impression. 

Question.  It  is  true,  I  suppose,  that  the  great  majority  of  those  whom  he  succeeded  in 
detaching  from  the  Methodist  Chnix;h  South,  and  attaching  to  the  Methodist  ChuroU 
North,  were  colored  people.? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Would  you  not  naturally  expect  that  if  a  man  went  down  upon  a  roissioiL 
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of  that  Bort,  his  business  and  his  relations  would  be  among  those  people  whom  he  wa» 
endeavoring  to  convert  and  bring  under  the  influence  of  the  denommatiou  or  organiz- 
ation to  which  he  belonged  T 

Answer,  Certainly.  My  impression  has  been,  thiit  there  was  associated  with  Mr. 
Lakin's  ecclesiasticid  mission  a  political  mission. 

Question*  Do  you  understand  that  he  was  sent  there  by  any  political  party  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that  ho' was ',  but  it  might  be  difficult  to  separate  the 
two  functions. 

Question,  Yon  have  said  that  the  great  charge  against  him  was,  that  he  fraternized 
with  the  colored  people  t    What  do  you  mean  by  tnat  f 

Ayiswer,  Well,  social  equality ;  receiving  them  on  equal  terms  at  his  own  table  and 
otherwise. 

Question,  Considering  his  mission  and  purpose,  was  there  not  hardly  anybody  else 
that  he  could  fraternize  with  ? 

Answer.  A  missionary  to  the  colored  people  might  fraternize  with  the  white  people. 

Question.  If  he  went  there  for  the  purpose  of  detachine  them  firom  the  M^odist 
Church  South,  and  to  attach  them  to  tne  Methodist  Church  North,  would  he  have  been 
acceptable  to  the  white  people  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  would. 

Question.  The  white  Methodists  of  the  South  continued,  as  a  general  thing,  t>o  main- 
tain their  relation  to  the  Methodist  Church  South  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  generally. 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  would  have  fraternized  with,  and  fcllowshipped,  a  man 
wh%had  ffone  there  for  the  purpose  of  detaching  Methodists  fiom  the  Southam 
church,  and  attaching  them  to  the  Northern  church  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  any  mission,  looking  simply  to  ecclesiastical  effort, 
would  deprive  a  man  of  social  position. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  the  white  Methodists  of  Alabama,  who  continued  to 
maintain  their  relations  with  the  Methodist  Church  South,  would  have  received  and 
fellowshipped  him  as  a  Christian  minister  when  he  was  there  for  a  purpose  that  tbey 
regarded  as  hostile  to  their  church  organization  t 

Answer,  Of  course  not,  if  you  put  it  in  that  way ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  a  man  might 
go  down  there  for  the  purpose  of  acting  as  a  missionaiy  among  the  blacks 

Question,  I  am  supposing  that  he  was  there  for  the  purpose  of  detaching  Methodists 
from  the  Southern  branch  of  the  church,  and  attaching  them  to  the  Northern  branch. 
Now  would  any  white  Methodist,  who  retained  his  relation  to  the  Southern  church, 
tiave  feUowshipped  him  as  a  Christian  minister,  under  those  circumstances  f 

Answer.  I  thu^  not. 

Qaestion.  Then  he  had  nobody  else  to  fraternize  with  except  the  colored  people  I 

Answer,  Oh,  ves;  he  had  others  to  fraternize  with.  They  are  not  all  Methodists 
down  there.    1* here  are  a  great  many  men  who  do  not  belong  to  any  church. 

Question.  Would  southern  white  people,  no  matter  what  church  they  belonged  to,  fra- 
ternize with  a  Christian  minister  who  had  come  down  there  for  the  purpose  of  detach- 
ing Methodists  from  the  sou  them  b^nch  of  the  church  and  attaching  them  to  the  north- 
tru  branch  T 

Answer,  Southern  whit^i  people,  as  everybody  knows,  who  knows  anything  of  them, 
will  not  visit  socially,  as  equals,  men  who  fraternize  with  the  blacks  and  treat  them 
as  social  equals. 

Question,  I  want  to  lay  that  matter  out  of  the  question.  If  the  very  purpose  and 
mission  which  Mr.  Lakin  was  there  to  carry  out  (not  saying  whether  it  was  right  or 
wrong)  was  to  detach  a  portion  of  the  Methodists  m)m  the  southern  church,  and  attach 
them  to  the  northern  church,  would  not  that  fact  have  created  unfiiendly  relationa 
between  him  and  the  white  people  generally  of  all  denominations  T 

Answer,  Well,  it  naturally  and  probably  would  have  had  that  influence. 

Question  When  you  use  the  phrase  *^  fraternizing  with  the  blacks''  do  yon  mean  to 
imply  that  there  was  anything  criminal  or  in  any  respect  immoral  in  Mr.  Lakin's  re- 
lation to  the  colored  people  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  any  such  thing ;  or,  if  I  have  heard  it,  it  made  no  impreasion. 
upon  me. 

Question,  From  the  position  that  he  occupied  down  there,  was  he  not  neceesarilj 
thro'wn  into  relations  with  the  black  people,  and  mainly  with  the  black  people  onlyf 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  thiuk  he  was,  except  perhaps  in  the  county  of  Madison  and 
a  portion  of  Marshall.  *  ■  -< 

Qu^txon.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  said  about  Mr.  Lakin,  and  as  you  come  £rcMn 
the  vicinity  where  he  resides,  1  want  to  get  a  full  exposition  of  this  whole  thing.  I 
"want  you  to  state  whether  you  have  heard  of  any  act  or  thing  done  by  Mr.  Lakin,  while 
he  lived  in  Alabama,  that  was  in  the  slightest  degree  derogatory  to  his  character 
Christian  minister  ? 

Answer,  Independently  of  his  testimony  and  all  such  things  T 
J.     Question,  Yes,  sir. 
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Anstctr,  I  have  not.  It  is  due  to  truth  to  say  that  I  have  not.  I  have  heard  impnted 
to  him  this  thing  or  that,  but  I  have  not  heard  anyljiing  which  I  can  emphasize,  which 
I  can  fix  upon. 

Question,  Do  yon  not  believe  that  this  alleged  bad  character  of  Mr.  Lakin,  about 
which  inquiry  has  been  made  by  other  members  of  the  committee,  has  grown  out  of 
the  purpose  for  which  he  went  there,  and  the  necessary  relation  which  he  occupied  to 
the  black  people  in  order  to  carry  out  that  purpose  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  entirely.  As  I  have  said  before,  I  have  heard  these  reports 
and  these  rumors,  which  seemed  to  be  well  founded,  of  a  disturbance  of  his  ecclesiasti- 
cal relations  in  the  North. 

Question,  That  did  not  affect  liim  down  there,  I  suppose? 

Jn9wer.  It  might  have  affected  him  down  there. 

Question,  I  am  talking  of  what  he  did  in  Alabama  T 

Answer,  O,  I  do  not  know  anything  of  that  sort. 

Question,  These  were  things  which  you  heard  of  as  having  taken  place  in  the  North, 
A  considerable  time  ago  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  recollect  that  I  ever  saw  Mr.  Lakin  but  twice.  I  never  spoke  to 
him  or  interchanged  a  word  with  him.  I  have  heard  one  thins  and  another,  as  I  may 
hear  snph  things  of  any  man,  which  I  did  not  emphasize,  and  which  did  not  make  any 
impression  upon  me. 

Question,  One  republican  down  there  told  you  he  was  a  **  fanatic  f  * 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  did  you  understand  htm  to  mean  by  thatt 

Answer,  A  man  who  was  extreme  in  his  views,  and  extreme  in  his  statements  fittd 
acts,  and  disposed  to  exaggerate.  The  man  who  said  this,  said  at  the  same  time  that 
he  thought  Mr.  Lakin  meant  to  be  honest. 

Question.  You  understood,  then,. that  he  was  an  earnest,  zealous,  proselyting  man  T 

Anstoer.  No,  sir;  I  will  not  go  so  far  as  that.  The  phrase  "earnest,  zealous,  proselyt- 
ing man,"  does  not  meet  and  till  the  whole  idea  of  a  liEUiatic. 

Question,  Yon  understood  that  to  be  included  in  the  description,  did  you  not ;  that 
lie  was  down  there  prosecuting  this  work,  which  he  was  sent  to  do,  and  prosecuting  it 
with  zeal  and  energy  f 

Ansu^er.  I  did  not  infer  anything  of  that  soi-^.  Mr.  Figgers  and  myself  were  referring 
to  bis  testimony. 

Question,  I  want  for  a  moment  to  lay  that  aside.  I  want  to  ascertain  how  he  stood 
in  your  community  before  he  came  here  as  a  witness.  Did  you  understand  from  what 
you  heard  and  from  what  everybody  said  about  him  that  he  was  a  man  who  was  proe(e- 
cnting  with  zeal  and  earnestness  this  labor  he  was  sent  there  to  perform — to  detach 
ft  portion  of  the  Methodists  from  the  southern  churchy  and  attach  them  to  the 
northern  church  T 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  no  other  impression  as  to  his  character.  I  do  not  know  that 
it  ever  occurred  to  me  that  he  was  doing  the  work  with  zeal  and  earnestness;  but  as 
the  question  is  asked  me  now,  my  idea  is  that  he  was  that  sort  of  a  man.  I  suppose 
lie  was  a  laborious  man. 

Question.  And  you  say  you  never  heard  him  accused  of  any  dishonorable  or  immoral 
act? 

Answer,  Dissociated  from  his  testimony,  I  never  have,  except  as  I  told  you  in  regard 
to  what  occurred  at  the  North. 

Question.  If  there  was  anything  wrong  about  his  course  in  the  North,  the  northern 
people  will  know  about  that.    I  am  talkmg  about  his  residence  and  acts  in  Alabama. 

Answer,  There  is  nothing  of  that  kind  that  I  can  put  my  finger  on  now.  I  am  not 
tlio  kind  of  a  witness  t»  be  informed  with  reference  to  what  other  men  do.  Other  men 
attend  to  their  business,  and  I  attend  to  mine. 

Question,  You  say  that  at  one  time  a  story  got  abroad  that  Mr.  Lakin  was  killed?    . 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  happen  to  know  how  that  story  originated,  or  what  set  that  rumor 
^oingf 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  never  heard? 

Answer,  I  never  heard. 

Question,  Did  you  never  hear  that  somebody  fired  into  his  house  ? 
Answer,  I  heard  that  a  shot  was  fired  into  his  house  in  1868 ;  that  a  portion  of  the 
lyQckshot  went  into  the  ceiling. 

Question,  Was  not  that  the  very  time  that  the  story  arose  ? 

Answer.  O.  no ;  it  was  last  spring  that  the  story  came  out  that  he  was  killed. 

Question,  Are  you  sure  of  that? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  positive;  for  I  was  very  particular  in  inquiring  about  it. 

Question,  You  do  remember  that  somebody  fired  into  the  house  T 
Answer,  I  have  heard  since,  and  I  do  not  know  but  I  heard  at  the  time,  that  somebody 
^re<l  into  his  house  in  1868. 
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Question,  Yon  did  not  regard  that  as  a  particularly  friendly  demonstration,  I  soppoeeT 
Ajwwer.  Of  course  not.  I  have  had  that  thing  pretty  nearly  happen  to  myself  and  I 
did  not  consider  it  very  friendly.  But  the  fact  that^  according  to  the  description,  a 
portion  of  the  shot  went  into  the  upper  sash,  and  the  other  portion  into  the  a^per 
^laas  of  the  lower  sash,  lodging  in  the  ceiling,  was  rather  indicative  that  there  wa*  no 
intention  of  committing  murder. 

Qti€8tion,  Did  you  hear  any  of  the  circiunstances  of  that  aifuir  ? 
Ansiver.  1  heard  -what  I  have  just  mentioned ;  that  is  all. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  anything  as  to  who  did  the  shooting,  and  where  they  were 
seen? 

An8u:er,  I  heard  one  man  say  that  it  was  done  by  a  negro.    I  did  not  attach  any 
importance  to  that. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  him  to  assert  that  as  a  iQjct  which  he  knew  ? 
Answer,  I  say  I  did  not  attach  any  importance  to  it  particularly. 
Question.  Some  charge  all  these  Eu-Klux  outrages  on  the  negroes. 
Answer.  I  did  not  know  that. 

Question.  Did  yon  understand  that  this  gentleman  was  simply  asserting  his  jad^^ment, 
or  stating  a  fact  which  he  himself  knew  ? 
Ansfwer.  I  reckon  it  was  his  judgment. 

Questimi.  He  did  not  profess  to  have  knowledge  of  the  facts  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  the  gentleman  who  made  that  remark  was  Colonel  Benjamin  Jolly. 
Qjuiesiion.  Does  he  live  in  Huntsville  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Question.  You  say  that  Mr.  Lakin  had  told  that  he  had  been  shot  at  some  time  when 
he  was  traveling  on  the  road  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qwstion.  And  some  people  thought  that  he  imagined  it  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  my  imormant,  who  was  informed  by  Mr.  Lakin  that  he  had  been 
shot  at,  told  Mr.  Lakin,  '^I  do  not  think  that  any  man  intended  to  shoot  you,  muler 
the  circimistauces.'^ 

i^tesiion.  Did  this  man  tell  you  that  Mr.  Lakin  said  that  the  shot  went  through  hi^ 
beard  t  ' 

Antwcr.  No.  sir,  not  at  all. 

Question,  li  the  shot  did  go  through  his  beard,  would  you  not  think  it  some  indica- 
tion that  some  person  did  intend  to  ii\jure  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  would  be  coming  rather  close.  My  informant  did  not  tell  me 
aiiy  duch  thing ;  he  understood  that  Mr.  Lakin  had  said  he  heard  the  whistle  of  the 
ball. 

Question.  K  the  shot  went  through  his  beard,  you  would  not  think  him  liable  to  a 
charge  of  drawing  on  his  imagination  if  he  said  that  somebody  intended  to  shoot  him  .' 
Ansu}€r.  No,  I  would  not. 

Question.  In  1868  you  were  not  living  in  Huntsville  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  But  you  learned  that  at  that  time  a  considerable  body  of  armed,  disgo^ed 
men — one  hundred  and  fifty  or  so — appeared  in  the  city  of  Huntsville  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  On  a  night  when  there  was  a  republican  meeting  T 

An8wei\  Yos,  sir ;  a  night  or  evening.  I  do  not  recollect  that  the  meeting  wa«  ax 
night.    These  men  appeared  on  the  day  of  a  republican  meeting. 

Question.  That  statement  about  the  appearance  of  these  men  you  supposed  to  W 
truef  , 

Answer.  I  have  not  any  doubt  about  it  at  all. 

Question.  And  there  was  some  shooting  on  that  occasion,  and  several  persona  killed  • 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  the  persons  who  were  killed  upon  that  occasion  republicans  f 
AnstoiT.  I  do  not  know.    One  man  who  was  shot  through  the  head  or  face  was  I 
know  a  democrat. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  ? 
Answer.  Cox. 

Question.  There  was  also,  I  believe,  a  Judge  Thurlow  shot  T 

AnsiFcr.  Judge  Thurlow,  from  Athens,  was  killed.  I  suppose  he  was  a  republican.  I 
did  not  know  him  personally.    Cox  I  did  know  personally. 

Question.  Was  not  Judge  Thurlow  there  to  address  the  meeting  T 
Answer.  I  do  not  know.    I  reside  eight  miles  from  Huntsville. 
Quctttion.  Did  you  not  understand  so  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  he  was  a  republican,  and  a  participant  in  the  meeting  as  a 
republicau. 

Quesli,on.  But  you  understood  that  that  was  a  sort  of  indiscriminate  firing  that  was 
got  up  in  consequence  of  the  panic  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  impression  made  on  my  mind  at  the  time,  and  is  whs; 
I  still  think. 
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Question,  Had  you  ever  any  settled  idea  as  to  the  purpose  with  which  that  body  of 
inon  came  there — how  they  happened  to  come  into  Huntsville  the  very  night  that  this 
republican  meeting  was  being  neld  there  ? 

Answer,  The  men  who  msKle  up  the  meeting  were  mostly  armed ;  and  these  men 
went  there  perhaps  for  the  purpose  of  intimidating  that  ipeetiug  to  some  extent.  I 
think  that  must  have  been  it.    That  is  my  inference. 

Question,  You  would  hardly  expect  then  that  a  body  of  republicans  went  there  for 
that  purpose  ? 

Answer,  O,  no,  sir,  not  republicans  ;  though  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  men 
of  any  politics.    They  may  have  been  red-hot  secessionists. 

Question,  At  that  time — in  1868 — were  these  bodies  of  disguised  men  pretty  frequent 
and  general  throughout  the  county — did  you  hear  of  them  everywhere  t 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  heard  of  their  appearing  probably  two  or  three  times  in  Hunts- 
ville. I  heard  of  their  appearing  upon  the  borders  of  Tennessee.  They  were  not 
general  at  all ;  they  appeared  in  particular  localities. 

QusstUm,  Did  you  not  hear  of  them  at  various  places  all  about  the  State? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  i-ii  other  States  ? 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  matter  becam'e  one  of  universal  comment  everywhere  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  it  was  talked  about.  I  do  not  want  it  understood  that  I  was  ever 
impressed  with  the  idea  that  there  was  a  general  organization  running  through  the 
State. 

QuesHon.  I  am  merely  asking  whether  they  did  not  appear  in  localities  all  about  the 
country  f 

Answer,  Yes.  sir ;  I  would  hear  of  them  at  Pulaski,  Tennessee,  at  Huntsville,  Alaba- 
ma ;  occasionly  at  Athens  and  Morris ville. 

Question.  You  have  given  us  a  theory  as  to  the  origin  of  the  Ku-Klux — the  motives 
which  prompted  them.  Your  theory  is  that  the  slaves,  immediately  after  their  libera- 
tion, were  intoxicated  with  their  freedom,  hardly  knew  what  to  do  with  themselvee, 
and  were  going  about  in  bands  talking  wild  things ;  that  there  was  alarm  in  conse- 
<jaence  among  the  white  people,  and  that  this  organization,  so  far  as  it  went,  whether 
it  was  local  or  otherwise,  was  a  sort  of  volunteer  police  force,  to  check  or  prevent  any 
excesses  that  the  colored  people  might  be  disposed  to  commit.  That  is  your  idea  of 
the  ori;;in  of  the  organization  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  my  idea.  I  do  not  know  whether  you  are  aware  of  it,  but 
Senator  Pool  knows  that  we  had  always  before  the  war  a  sort  of  local  neighborhood 
])olice,  and  it  strikes  me  that  this  thing  was  suggested  by  that. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  You  refer  to  the  patrol  / 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pol-\jsi>  :)  * 

Question,  Your  idea,  then,  is  not  that  this  organization  was  made  up  of  the  dissolute,  the 
vicious,  the  abandoned,  and  the  wicked — the  ragamuffins,  as  some  have  expressed  it  ? 

Answer,  No.  I  think  that  whatever  elements  of  that  character  there  may  be  in  it 
have  gone  into  it  latterly.  Since  the  election  of  1868  I  have  not  heard  of  there  being 
bands  of  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  According  to  your  idea,  this  organization  in  its  original  purpose  was  an 
organization  in  the  interest  of  peace,  order,  and  quiet  ? 

Ausiver,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  To  aiford  protection  against  any  outbreak  by  the  colored  people  if  there 
bhould  be  any  trouble  of  that  kind? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  you  say  you  think  that  subsequently  it  went  quite  beyond  that? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  did. 

Question.  Will  you  give  us  your  idea  of  the  extent  to  which  it  did  go  j  how  far  its 
l>ui'pose  was  enlarged  or  changed? 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  it  was  in  one  sense  antagonizing  the  colored  people,  so  far  as  re^rds 
keeping  them  from  doing  acts  that  would  amount  to  outrage,  or  anything  of  that 
BOi't.  When  these  meetings  were  held  men  attended  them  armed;  and  the  colored 
people  being  almost  all  of  them  armed,  there  were  naturally  at  times  meetings  which 
were  occasions  of  excitement.  It  was  naturally  thought  that  those  men,  coming 
together  in  large  bodies,  might  be  induced  or  provoked  to  commit  outrages ;  and  these 
bands  called  Ku-Klux,  vtrlth  a  view  of  averting  anything  that  might  follow  from  that 
sort  of  thing,  went  there,  and  no  doubt  intimidated  or  disturbed  these  meetings.  The 
motive,  I  suppose,  (this  is  only  an  inference,)  was  a  mixed  one.  My  theory  about  the 
origin  of  the  thing  is,  I  have  no  doubt,  correct  |  but  the  organization  was,  per* 
bapBy  perverted  to  a  considerable  extent  from  its  original  purpose.    I  never  saw  a  Ku- 
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Klux,  or  a  Ka-Klux  band  of  any  kind,  knowing  them  to  be  sucli ;  I  never  talked  with 
any  man  who  admitted  to  me  that  he  had  been  a  Kn-Klux. 

Qu€8iion.  Yon  understand  that  in  your  State^  and  about  in  varioas  localities  throogh 
your  country,  these  armed  bands  occasionally  killed  a  man  ? 

Answer.  Oh,  no ;  not  all  through  the  country ;  that  is  carrying  it  further  than  I  had 
dreamed  of.  I  supposed  it  was  a  very  naiTow,  limited  thing.  I  have  heard  of  it  in 
particulai'  localities.  * 

Question.  When  1  say  all  about  the  couutiy,  I  do  not  mean  in  every  town  and  county 
of  the  Southern  States. 

Answer.  The  cases  were  exceptional  rather  than  general. 

Qweation.  Have  you  not  heaitl  of  them  in  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  in  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  two  or  three  counties  in  Mississippi,  and  three  or  four  in  AU- 
bama. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  heard  of  these  hands  operating  at  all,  did  yon  not  hear  of 
their  going  about  and  killing  men  f 
.  Answer.  I  have  heard  frequently  of  their  whipping  men. 

Qtiestion.  Have  you  not  heard  of  their  killing  a  great  many  men  ? 

Answer.  My  general  impression  is  that  I  did  hear  of  their  killing  people.  That  is  the 
iippression  upon  my  mind,  though  I  cannot  now  lix  upon  any  one  who  was  killed  by 
them. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  happen  to  hear  of  their  killing  the  solicitor  of  Greene  County? 

Anstver.  Mr.  Boyd  f 

Question.  Yes,  Mr.  Boyd. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  hoard  of  that.  1  do  not  know  tJiat  they  were  Ku-Klux  who  killed 
him. 

Qtiestion.  Well,  it  was  a  body  of  disguised  men  f 

Answet:  I  have  heard,  whether  it  was  true  or  not,  that  Boyd  had  been  convicted  of 
a  serious  offense. 

Question.  Fifteen  yeara  before  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  fifteen  years  before. 

Question.  We  have  all  the  particulars  of  that  from  other  witnesses.  I  want  to  ascer- 
tain whether  you  dLd  not  hear  of  tliis  body  of  disguised  men  gomg  about  in  the  night 
4Mid  frequently  killing  dooplof 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  frequently.    I  heard  of  Boyd  being  killed. 

Question.  We  have  hundreds  of  instances  proved  where  they  did  it  ? 

Answer.  They  did  it;  there  is  no  doubt  about  that;  but  I  cannot  designate  the 
places  or  the  men. 

Question.  Was  it  not  still  more  common  to  hear  of  these  armed  men  going  aboat  ac 
night  and  whipping  somebody,  with  great  severity  ? 

Ansicer.  I  have  heard  of  that  in  some  counties  in  North  Alabama.  In  DeEalbcoonty. 
in  my  district,  a  verdict  of  §1,000 was  recovered  the  other  day  against  some  parties  for 
-whipping  a  man. 

Question.  When  they  got  to  doing  that,  did  you  think  they  went  beyond  the  original 
idea? 

Ansujer.  Altogether. 

Question.  When  this  organization  began  to  whip  people,  and  to  kill  people,  do  you 
not  think  it  ha<l  assumed  a  sort  of  political  character  f 

Anstcer.  It  had  assumed  such  a  character  that  everybody  cried  out,  " stop  these  out- 
rages." 

Question,  M\  respectable,  good  people  ? 

Answer.  All  respectable,  good  people  in  my  neighborhood  <lid ;  and  then  the  organ- 
izations were  disbanded  so  far  as  my  locality  was  concerned. 

Question.  You  think  that  in  your  region  the  organization  has  entirely  ceased  ? 

Answer.  1  think  there  has  been  no  such  thing  as  a  band  t>f  Ku-klux  anywhere  there 
for  nearly  three  years.  I  think  I  should  have  heard  it  if  there  had  been.  I  am  not 
altogether  unobservant  of  what  is  going  cm  in  my  district,  though  I  am  a  good  deal  of 
the  time  away  from  there. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  apprehension  under  which,  according  to  yoor  idea, 
this  Ku-Klux  organization  was  lii*st  fornicd.  Do  you  think  there  ever  was  any  well- 
grounded  appreliension  anywhere  that  an  armed  police  force  was  necessary  to  keep 
the  colored  people  in  check  1 

Answer.  That  question  addressed  to  different  men  would  receive  diflfereut  answers. 

Question.  Well,  1  i>ut  the. question  to  you. 

Anstcer.  Ibelieve  that  any  man  who  isnot  easily  intimidated  can  disarm  adozen  eolor^ 
people;  but  when  the  colored  people  use  menacing  language,  ride  over  the  cKmntr) 
in  squads,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  firing  otf  their  gnus  day  and  night,  and  on  all  daja 
of  the  week,  there  are  very  few  pci-sons  that  wonld  not  feel  some  apprehension,  esft- 
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cially  in  the  condition  of  the  country  as  it  was  a  few  years  ago,  and  in  view  of  the  lato 
<x)ndition  of  the  negroes  as  slaves,  and  their  recent  acquirement  of  freedom. 

Question.  They  did  not  quite  know  what  to  do  with  themselves  as  freemen  T 

Afunoer,  They  acted,  not  perhaps  strangely  but  in  a  way  to  alarm  people.  Let  me 
give  you  a  little  illustration  :  In  1866  or  I864, 1  could  not  get  my  colored  servant 
woman  to  milk  my  cow  when  it  rained ;  she  would  not  do  it ;  ime  thought  that  thing 
was  **  played  out/'  and  that  I  must  go  and  milk  the  cow  myself.  And,  when  there 
woold  be  a  guest  at  my  house  I  could  not  get  my  servant  to  b^ack  his  boots  as  the 
custom  had  been ;  I  had  to  black  them  mysell  Most  of  the  menial  service  I  performed 
at  that  time  myself,  because  I  had  to  do  so. 

Question,  The  colored  people  had  got  enlarged  ideas  of  what  it  meant  to  be  free  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  very  large  ideas. 

Question,  Was  it  about  that  time  that  they  entertained  the  notion  that  thoy  were 
going  to  have  some  land  given  to  them,  that  there  was  to  be  a  division  of  the  land  t 

Answer,  They  were  told  "  That  is  not  your  master's  land,  but  yonr  land ;  your  work 
made  it  what  it  is :  he  would  not  have  had  any  land  if  it  had  not  been  for  you.''  That 
was  the  sort  of  talk  that  wa»  indulged  in. 

Question,  They  had  sense  enough  to  get  over  that  idea  very  soon,  I  suppose  ? 

Answer,  I  will  say  for  them  that,  as  a  race  just  emancipated,  they  are  behaving 
remarkably  welL 

Question,  They  soon  got  over  those  enlarged  notions  of  what  it  was  to  be  free  T 

Answer,  Washington  City  exhibits  more  of  what  I  would  caU  insubordination  among 
the  negroes  than  yon  can  see  almost  anywhere  else.  For  instance,  you  will  not  find  a 
colored  man  who  will  give  his  place  to  a  white  lady  in  a  car ;  at  least  I  never  see  that. 
A  great  deal  of  what  one  sees  in  Washington  Oity  we  do  not  see  in  my  country.  There 
the  negroes  are  respectful,  and  behave  themselves  astonishingly  well. 

Question,  I  think  they  do  here. 

Ansufer.  Well,  I  do  not  think  they  do  here  compared  with  the  conduct  of  the  negroes 
among  us.    We  are  a  little  in  advance  in  that  respect. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  1  want  to  learn  a  little  more  about  that  Paytona  affair.  Did  the  colored 
people  make  anv  effort  to  bum  the  town  on  that  occasion  ? 

Answer.  I  said  they  threatened  to  burn  it. 

Question,  Did  thoy  make  any  effort  to  do  it  when  they  went  into  town  f 

Anstcer.  Not  that  I  ever  heard  of.  Mr.  Tucker  was  my  informant,  and  he  did  not 
-slate  that.    They  swore  they  would  bum  the  town. 

QuesUon,  Did  they  commit  any  act  of  violence  upon  any  individual  T 

Answer.  Not  so  far  as  I  heard.  Mr.  Tucker's  statement  to  me  was,  (I  am  not  pretend- 
ing to  state  anything  of  my  own  knowledge  on  this  point,)  that  tuey  went  there  and 
Hworo  thoy  would  bum  the  town,  and  made  night  hideous  with  their  yells  and  menaces. 
That  was  his  statement. 

Question,  Did  they  commit  any  violence  upon  any  person  in  town  or  anywhere  else  f 

Answer.  Not  that  X  know  of.    lie  did  not  state  to  me  that  they  did. 

Question.  Did  they  commit  any  trespass  upon  any  property  in  town  f 

Ansiper,  He  did  not  mention  that  thev  didt. 

Question.  When  did  they  leave  town  f 

Answer,  They  left  the  town  next  morning,  but  they  returned  again  on  the  evening 
of  Sunday. 

Question,  Did  they  commit  any  acts  of  violence  when  they  returned  on  Sunday 
evening  f 

Answer.  They  fired  off  their  guns  in  the  direction  of  a  congregation  coming  from 
church,  and  alarmed  the  women  and  children  very  much. 

Question,  Was  anybody  hurt  t 

Answer,  Noj  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  retire  again  f 

Answer,  Do  you  mean  the  blacks  T 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Ansvjer,  I  suppose  they  did.  Probably  the  men  who  lived  in  that  little  place  were  so 
exasperated  that  they  may  have  seized  the  leaders  at  once  and  dispersed  the  othen.  I 
am  not  advised  as  to  that. 

Qiustion.  You  say  that  Luke  was  executed  T 

Answer,  Luke,  and  I  think  four  negroes. 

QuesUon,  How  were  they  executed? 

Answer,  They  were  executed,  as  I  understand,  by  the  citizens  of  the  place. 

Question,  Were  thoy  hanged  t 

Answer,  I  suppose  they  were  either  hanged  or  shot ;  I  never  inquired  particularly 
about  that. 

Question.  Were  they  arrested  before  that  T 

Answer.  They  were  arrested  and  were  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  officer. 
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Question,  Wero  they  arrested  by  le^al  anthority  T 

Answer.  They  were  arrested  by  citizens  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  offioM'.  That 
is  my  information. 

Question.  But  they  were  tak-en  from  the  hMids  of  the  officer,  and  foor  c^  them  exe- 
cuted f 

Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

Question.  Were  any  more  of  them  shot  or  wounded  f 

Anstcer.  None  that  I  heard  of. 

Question.  You  say  that  Luke  was  obnoxious  to  the  poox)le  f 

Anstper.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Had  he  ever  committed  any  act  of  idolence  on  any  one,  or  was  he  charged 
with  any  such  act  t 

Ansxoer.  Mr.  Tucker  told  me  that  Luke  had  interested  hims^  very  much  in  sedaeing 
servants  fh)m  the  employ  of  the  planters,  and  had  made  himself  offensively  obnoxioiis 
in  that  way. 

Question.  He  had  not  conmaitted  any  act  of  violence  nx>on  person  or  property  so  iar  u 
you  heard  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  General  Burke,  a  republican  there,  says  he  was  constantly  |»«ach- 
ing  his  doctrine  of  fraternization  with  the  ne^ro,  and  miscegenation ;  and,  as  Burke 
says,  that  doctrine  is  very  offensive  among  those  mountaineers. 

Question.  Was  Luke  a  white  man  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  a  Canadian. 

Question.  Is  there  any  serious  apprehension  of  miscegenation  among  the  ])eopIe  in  tlie 
South? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  is,  generally  speaking ;  there  is  not  in  my  nefiebbor- 
bood.  There  have  been  rapes  committed  there.  In  DeKalb  County,  the  year  l>efore 
last,  a  woman  was  ravished  by  two  or  three  negroes ;  and  it  seemed  to  arouse  a  terrible 
feeling  of  excitement.  Of  course  the  crime  is  horrible  under  any  circumstances ;  but 
it  is  especially  terrible  when  conmiitted  in  that  way.  Those  people  were  greatly 
excited  and  exasperated.  Of  course  under  such  circumstances  they  would  be  likely  to 
commit  outrages  and  go  further  than  thuy  shonld.  Cases  of  that  kind  may  have 
induced  the  doing  of  a  great  many  wrong  acts — acts  wrong  in  themselves,  but  haviiig 
strong  provocation  to  their  commission. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  this  Ku-Klux  drganization  was  gotten  up  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  miscegenation  f 

Answer.  O,  no ;  not  necessarily.  I  had  not  thought  of  that ;  but  when  men  who 
constitute  a  large  majority  of  the  population  ride  about  night  and  day  in  a  meiiaeiiig 
manner,  shouting  and  screaming,  it  is  very  natural  for  a  female  to  have  apprehensioos 
of  some  sort  of  outrage.  I  am  not  speaking  particularly  of  miscegenation.  Miscege- 
nation, I  snpiK>se,  is  a  voluntary  sort  of  business  rather  than  anything  that  is  doii« 
by  the  use  of  muskets,  pistols,  or  anything  of  that  sort. 

Question,  You  think  there  is  nothing  in  the  conduct  of  the  negroes  for  the  last  two 
or  three  years  which  would  justify  the  forming  of  these  extraonlinarv  organizatifHe 
called  the  Ku-Klux? 

Answer,  Not  in  my  locality ;  I  only  speak  of  that.  If  I  am  truly  advised  (and  I  thiols 
I  am  without  any  doubt)  there  has  been  no  such  thing  as  a  Ku-Klnx  there  for  the  last 
two  years,  or  for'more  than  two  years. 

Question.  Did  you  say  that  even  Mr.  Lakiu  was  received  down  there  with  courtesy 
and  kindness  T 

Answer.  He  said  so ;  he  said  he  was  received  with  courtesy.  He  told  repnblieanseo; 
and  they  said  they  were  very  much  surprised  at  his  t-estimony  as  reiwrtod  by  telegrs]^ 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  he  said  so  here  in  his  testimony  f 

Answer.  He  said  there  that  he  had  been  received  with  uniform  courtesy ;  and  those  (« 
whom  he  had  used  this  expression  were  very  much  surprised  at  his  testimony  in  which 
he  said  the  contrary. 

Question,  Had  he  been  received  there  with  courtesy  and  kindness? 

Answer.  How  do  I  know!  I  do  not  know  whether  he  has  been  or  not.  I  have  beard 
of  instances  two  or  three  years  ago  where  he  was  not.  He  was  received  with  courtiesy 
and  kindness  so  far  as  my  observation  went.  He  stated  to  Mr.  James  Ware  and  Mr. 
Gill,  and  Mr.  Day,  that  he  had  been  treated  generally  with  courtesy. 

Qu/estion.  Did  he  state  to  Mr.  Day  that  he  had  generally  been  treated  with  oourt«*T, 
or  was  he  speaking  of  a  particular  occasion  ? 

Answer,  He  said  that  he  had  generally  been  treated  with  courtesy  in  traveKng  tlw 
district  that  made  up  his  circuit. 

Question.  Did  he  siiy  that  to  Mr.  Day  t 

Answer.  He  said  it  to  Mr.  Ware  anil  Mr.  Gill ;  and  as  I  understood  Mr.  Day  to  say, 
to  him  also. 

Question.  And  you  say  the  community  was  very  much  surprised  at  the  statement  bo 
was  reported  to  have  made  in  his  testimony  t 

Answer.  I  did  not  say  the  community  ;  1  said  that  these  gentlemen  to  whom  he  had 
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expressed  himself  as  having  been  treated  with  coortefiy  were  very  much  surprised  to 
Hud  that  he  had  testified  to  the  contrary. 

Question,  Do  yon  yourself  believe  that  he  had  been  received  generally  with  ooortesy 
ana  kindness  T 

Atistcer,  I  have  no  knowledge  to  the  contrary.  I  suppose  he  did  not  ask  for  .the 
courtesy  of  some  men.    I  never  saw  the  man  but  twice. 

Question.  Is  it  your  judgment  that  he  told  the  truth  when  he  said  he  had  not  been 
received  with  courtesy  and  kindness  by  the  white  people  t 

Answer,  My  judgment  is  that  he  did  aot  tell  the  truth  when  he  said  he  had  been 
treated  discourteously  or  unkindly ;  that  he  had  been  threatened,  or  anything  of  that 
sort.  I  do  not  think  he  ever  received  such  treatment.  I  have  no  doubt  that  tricks 
were  played  on  him  some  time  ago :  but  I  have  heard  of  nothing  of  that  kind  recently. 
Question,  You  think  then  that  in  the  main  he^was  received  with  courtesy  and  kindness  T 
Ans%cer,  I  take  his  statementa  as  given  to  these  gentlemen ;  they  are  the  cmly  informa- 
tion I  have  on  the  subject.    I  never  asked  anybody  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Question,  You  rely  I  think  more  on  the  statement  which  was  made  not  upon  oath 
to  these  gentlemen,  than  you  do  on  the  statement  made  u^on  oaUi  before  this  com- 
mittee t 

Ans^cer.  There  was  no  motive  for  him  to  tell  these  gentlemen  anything  but  the  truth. 
I  do  not  know  what  he  did  tell  the  committee.    Did  lie  say  that  he  was  not  safe  f 
Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  it  was  so  reported. 

Answer.  It  was  so  reported  in  the  telegraphic  abstract  of  his  testimony ;  and  these 
gentlemen  were  surprised  to  see  that  statement. 

Question,  You  say  it  was  reported  that  he  was  at  the  Five  Points  mission  In  Kew 
York  and  got  into  some  trouble  with  his  church  f 
Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

Question.  That  he  went  thence  to  Peru,  Illinois  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  there  he  had  trouble  again  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  did  not  say  he  had  trouble  there ;  the  same  trouble  followed  him  there. 
Question.  And  thence  he  was  transferred  to  the  southern  country,  and  these  reports 
followed  him  there?  , 

Answer.  Yt^,  sir. 

Question,  You  seem  to  be  pretty  positive  that  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  fraterniz 
ing  with  negroes  and  having  them  at  his  table  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  To  an  extent  \vhich  I  believe  you  said  savored  of  miscegenation  T 
Answer.  O,  no;  I  did  not  say  that;  I  said  it  looked  towards  social  equality.    I  do 
not  impute  miscegenation  to  him. 

Question,  Is  it  likely  that  a  man  who  carried  to  Alabama  such  a  reputation  as  ho 
soems  by  your  statement  to  have  acquired  at  the  Five  Points,  Now  York,  and  to  have 
carried  with  him  to  Peru,  Illinois — a  man  who  had  gone  to  Alabama  for  the  pur[»08e  of 
detaching  a  portion  of  the  southern  Methodists  from  their  church  connection,  and  con- 
necting Uieui  with  another  church  organization — a  man,  too,  who  fraternized  •vritli  tl.w* 
negroes  and  had  them  at  his  own  table,  and  to  an  extent  that  looked  toward  social  equal- 
ity— ^ia  it  likely  that  such  a  man  would  be  received  there  with  courtesy  and  kiudncHs  : 
Answer..  Not  where  that  thing  was  practiced. 

Question.  Was  it  not  general  f  ' 

Answer.  There  are  very  few  negroes  in  the  southern  counties  of  his  district ;  I  think  his 
asifociates  there  were  principally  whites.  North  Alabama,  except  in  the  valleys,  has 
very  few  negroes. 

Quesiion.  Before  Mr.  Lakin  appeared  here  to  testify,  did  you  hear  that  he  was  reckless 
in  his  statements  y 

Answer.  1  have  heard  since  this  testimony  came  out,  and  talking  with  men  with  whom 
he  was  in  the  habit  of  conferring,  that  he  was  reckless  in  giving  his  testimony. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  heard  recklessness  in  his  statements  attributed  to  him  before? 
Answer,  1  never  beard  anything  of  him,  except  knowing  that  he  was  there  as  a  min- 
ister.   I  was  bom  and  reared  in  the  North,  and  whatever  people  may  think  about  men 
ivbo  come  down  to  the  South,  I  adi  for  letting  everybody  go  his  own  way,  provided 
that  he  does  not  trespass  on  my  rights,  or  those  of  mv  neighbors. 

Question,  Did  yon  ever  hear  anything  of  Mr.  Lakiu's  "  powerful  imagination  "  before 
ho  came  before  this  committee  to  testily  T 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  have  only  heard  of  these  things  since  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  my  attention  has  not  been  called  to  him  very  much  except. in  this 
connection. 

Question,  You  say  you  think  he  is  honest  t  » 

Answer,  No ;  I  said  that  Mr.  Figgers  said  he  thought  he  was  honest,  but  a  fanatic 
Question,  Do  you  think  that  he  has  the  reputation  among  those  who  know  him  in 
Alabama  of  being  an  honest  man  t 
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Answer.  I  really  cannot  very  well  answer  that  question.  I  oauuot  aay  that  he  hai 
the  reputation  now  of  being  an  honest  man  among  those  who  know  hum  in  Ala- 
bama. As  I  have  told  you,  men  who  were  his  i>ei»onal  friends  have  been  astonished  at 
the  report  of  his  testimony,  because  it  is  so  contradictory  of  his  previous  statements. 

Question.  Contradictor>'  in  any  other  particular  than  on  this  question  of  his  haviog 
been  received  with  courtesy  ami  kindness? 
Anmcer,  No ;  but  I  referred  also,  you  will  recollect,  to  the  case  about  the  bnttor. 

^  Queatioju  I  asked  whether  they  said  the  report  of  his  testimony  was  contradictory  to 
his  previous  statements  upon  any  other  point  than  this  question  of  his  havin^;;  been  re- 
ceived with  courtesy  and  kindness  f 
Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  ns  to  that. 
Question,  If  that  is  the  only  thing  in  his  testimony  at  which  they  were  surprised,  and 

which  seemed  to  them  to  contradict 

Answer,  They  only  saw  a  brief  abstract  of  his  testimony.  They  were  very  much  sur- 
prised that  he  should  have  made  a  general  statement  that  he  was  not  safe  in  Alabama, 
and  oonld  not. obtain  kind  and  courteous  treatment. 

Question,  The  supposed  contradiction  between  his  testimony  here  and  his  previous 
statement,  that  he  was  received  with  courtesy  and  kindness,  is  what  has  gotten  op 
this  talk  in  regard  to  his  t^jstimony,  is  it  t 

Question,  ft  is  his  testimony^  so  far  as  they  are  advised  of  it,  that  they  are  talking 
about. 
Question.  Are  they  advised  of  it  any  further  than  you  have  stated  f 

Answer.  They  ai'e  not  advised  of  it  further  than  by  the  abstract  which  has  been  pub- 
lished in  the  papers,  and  which  has  not  been  denied. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  about  th6  transaction  in  connection  with  the  tub  of 
butter  until  after  he  had  giv6n  his  testimony  here  f 

Answer,  I  may  have  heard  of  it  when  I  was  informed  that  he  was  coming  here  to 
give  his  testimony.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  I  heard  it  after  he  gave  his  teatimoBy 
or  after  wo  were  advised  that  he  was  coming  to  give  his  testimony. 

Question,  But  you  had  never  heard  it  except  in  connection  with  his  appeaianoe  as  a 
witness  before  this  committee  T 
•  Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuesUon,  Why  was  such  a  thing  as  that  started  in  regard  to  him  as  soon  as  it  wai 
known  that  he  had  been  summon^  to  appear  before  this  committee  T 

Answer,  It  may  have  been  started  after  lie  had  given  his  testimony ;  my  mind  la  not 
<;Iear  as  to  that.  If  he  had  made  statements  liere  which  people  did  not  believe  to  be 
t  rue,  that  would  naturally  suggest  to  them  to  tell  anything  they  knew  that  was  not 
/avorable  to  him.    It  came  crut  in  that  way. 

Question,  But  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  the  only  statement  upon  which  a  point 
was  made  was  simply  the  statement  that  he  had  not  been  received  with  proper  eourleeiy 
:tud  kindness  by  the  people  of  Alabama  f 

Answer,  O,  no ;  I  referred  to  his  testimony  generally.  Mt^or  Ware  told  me  that  be 
was  very  much  surprised  at  the  testimony  of  mi,  Lakin  that  he  could  not  travel  safely, 
was  not  treated  courteously,  and  all  that :  because  last  spring  when  it  was  rep<atei 
he  had  been  killed,  and  simultaneously  almost  with  the  report  he  appeared  m  the 
office  of  the  probate  Judge,  Major  Ware  said  to  him,  '*  Why,  Mr.  Lakin  I  am  yei7  maeh 
Hurprised  to  see  you ;  we  heard  you  had  been  killed ;''  and  then  Mr.  Lakin  said,  '^Kobody 
would  kill  me ;  I  have  been  treated  with  uniform  courtesy  and  kindness." 

^uestUm,  Do  you  suppose  that  Mr.  Lakin  was  guilty  of  dishonesty,  (and  if  tko 
charge  was  true  it  really  bordered  on  larceny,)  in  connection  with  that  batter  traQ»- 
action  f 

Answer,  Well  it  strikes  me  so,  particularly  as,  in  order  to  settle  the  matter,  he  paid 
twice  as  much  as  the  butter  was  worth.  I  only  state  the  transaction  a^  it  was  related 
tome. 

Question,  If  Mr.  Lakin's  conduct  had  been  such  as  the  story  would  imply,  it  woold 
have  been  in  the  nature  of  felony,  would  it  not  ? 

Answer,  I  think  that  I  would  hardly  look  an  honest  man  in  the  face  if  I  had  done 
:uiything  of  that  kind. 

Question,  In  law  the  offense  would  partake  of  the  nature  of  a  felony  t 

Answer,  Well,  I  suppose  it  would  be  a  felonious  taking;  it  would  squint  that  way,  I 
think.    I  hardly  know  how  a  lawyer  would  define  it. 

Question,  To  whom  was  it  stated  he  had  paid  this  double  price  T 

Answer,  To  Isham  GilL 

Question,  Who  is  he  f 

Answer,  A  young  merchant  there,  26  or  27  years  of  age. 

Question,  What  did  he  have  to  do  with  the  transaction  T 

Answer,  The  butter  was  sent  to  his  sister. 

Questlem.  And  it  was  supposed  that  Mr.  Lakin  paid  that  double  price  in  ord^r  to  set^ 
tie  the  matter  t  * 

Answer.  Yes,  sur;  that  is  the  iufoimation  given  to  me. 


ALABAMA.  449 

Queslion.  Did  voo  nnderstand  that  in  consideration  of  that  settlement  Mr.  Gill  was 
to  say  no  more  about  it  f 

Answer,  That  was  what  I  nuderstood.    He  did  say  no  more  about  it  at  that  time. 
Question,  If  it  became  publicly  known  that  the  double  price  was  paid,  it  must  have 
become  known  through  Mr.  Gillf 

Answer,  Of  course,  unless  it  became  known  through  Jarvis,  the  express  man,  who, 
I  think,  was  present. 

Question,  What  do  you  think  of  a  man  who  would  compound  a  felony  in  that  way 
by  receiving  money  in  order  to  hush  up  an  ofiense  and  say  nothing  about  itT  Is  not 
that  also  a  crime  7 

Answer.  It  is  so  by  statute  in  some  States. 

QuestioH,  What  do  you  think  of  the  transaction  morally  ? 

Answer,  Well,  it  is  not  necessary  to  ask  me  that  question.  If  a  man  had  taken  my 
butter  under  those  circumstances,  I  think  I  would  have  had  him  arrested ;  I  do  not 
think  I  should  have  taken  fifty  cents  a  pound  to  settle  the  matter. 

Question,  What  would  you  think  of  a  man  who  would  go  and  make  a  public  parade 
of  the  fact  that  he  had,  in  consideration  of  money,  compounded  a  felony  in  that  way, 
and  agreed  to  keep.sileut  on  the  subject! 

Answer,  Well,  I  think  it  savors  a  little  of  blackmailing,  in  one  sense,  though,  per- 
haps, it  hardly  coes  to  that  extent.  I  think  it  may  be  possible  that  Mr.  Gill  thought 
some  little  penalty  ought  to  be  paid  for  that  breach  of  trust,  as,  I  suppose,  you  may 
call  it. 

Question,  Especially  if  he  was  himself  the  recipient  of  the  penalty  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  really  believe,  from  all  you  have  heard,  that  there  was  anything 
dishonest  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Lakin  in  that  transaction  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  would  convict  Mr.  Lakin  of  positive  felony  on  the  facts 
as  they  appear;  there  is  a  plausibility,  to  some  extent,|about  his  statement ;  but  I 
should  not  care  abont  his  getting  my  butter  after  that. 

Question,  If  a  stranger  in  the  community  had  made  an  honest  mistake  in  a  matter  of 
that  kind,  would  you  think  it  kind  or  fair  treatment  to  make  him  [my  a  double  price 
in  that  way? 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  cannot  imagine  that  a  man  who  was  honest  in  a  transaction  of 
that  sort  womd  have  paid  it. 

Questi4yn,  Is  the  fact  that  Mr.  Lakin  paid  this  double  price  supported  by  the  state- 
ment of  anybody  other  than  the  man  who  received  the  money,  and  the  man  who  was 
a  party  to  its  reception  f 

Answer,  Both  Mr.  Gill  and  the  expressman  stat<ed  it.  v 

Question,  Gill  is  the  man  who  received  the  money,  and  the  expressman  who  was 
standing  by  was  a  party  to  the  transaction  f 

Answer,  The  expressman  was  there;  he  had  no  interest  in  the  matter,  so  £Etr  as  I 
know. 

QuesUon,  But  he  had  an  interest  in  the  good  order  of  the  community,  and  the  proper 
observance  of  the  laws. 

Answer,  Everybody  has  that  sort  of  an  interest. 

Quesiion,  Upon  the  statements  of  those  two  men  the  proof  as  to  paying  this  doable 
price  depends? 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  did  not  have  that  transaction  in  your  mind  when  you  said  you  could 
not  advert  to  any  specific  act  of  Mr.  Lakin^s  which  was  inconsistent  with  the  character 
of  a  Christian  mmister  f 

Answer,  It  did  not  occur  to  me  at  that  time. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

QuesUon,  When  did  you  understand  that  transaction  to  have  happened  7 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  in  1868;  that  is  my  recollection,  but  I  am  not  positive  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Queition,  That  was  when  Mr.  Lakin  was  an  entire  stranger  ib  the  community  f 

Answer,  O,  no,  sir. 

Question,  When  did  he  go  therof 

Answer,  He  was  there  ^fore  that;  I  don't  know  precisely  when  he  went  there.  As 
I  hare  before  stated,  I  live  in  the  country;  he  may  have  been  there  some  months 
befbre  I  knew  of  his  being  there. 

QueeHan,  But  yon  heard  nothing  of  this  butter  business  until  ajEliv  he  came  before 
this  committee  f 

Answer,  It  was  after  he  was  summoned  before  the  committee,  and  I  think  probably 
after  he  gave  his  testimony. 

Question.  Does  the  fact  that  the  matter  slumbered  so  lonff— ih>m  1888  until  now— 
impress  your  mind  with  the  idea  that  the  statement  is  a  slaoaerf 

Answer,  No,  it  does  not;  I  do  not  think  the  young  man  is  capable  of  thftt. 
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Question.  Ton  mean  the  young  man  who  took  the  double  price  for  the  batter  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  think  that  if  he  erred,  he  did  it  i^orantly,  and  without  any 
consciousness  of  doing  anything  wrong.  I  do  not  approve  of  anything  of  that  sort; 
but  he  bad  been  put  to  a  great  deal  of  inconvenience,  and  may  have  tbonght  it  tigfat 
that  he  should  be  compensated. 

Question.  I  imderstood  yon  to  say  that  the  letter  which  accompanied  the  batter 
was  not  signed  with  the  young  man's  name,  but  simply  signed  "  your  brother  f ^ 

Answer,  it  was  signed  "  your  brother,  Isham  Gill.'' 

Quejftion.  You  said  that  a  man  went  to  your  house  and  notified  you  that  the  teaming 
of  negroes  must  be  stopped  f 

Ansujer.  The  man  did  not  come  to  m^  house.  He  told  me  that  my  wife's  teaching  of 
negroes  must  be  stopped.  That  was  in  1B67  or  1868, 1  think.  Larkin  White  waa  the 
man's  name.  He  is  dead  now.  He  told  me  that  he  imderstood  my  wife  waa  teacfaiag 
her  negroes,  and  said  he  supposed  I  did  not  know  that  for  that  cause  El^ah  FitoJi  was 
advised  that  he  would  bo  handled  pretty  roughly.  Fitch  had  been  teaching  thf 
negroes.  • 

Question.  By  whom  had  Fitch  been  so  advised  f 

Ansicer.  I  inferred  it  was  some  of  those  irresponsible  lawless  men  about  there. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  Well,  it  may  have  been.  It  was  a  foolish  idea  in  some  of  the  Soathera 
States  at  that  time  that  the  negroes  must  not  be  taught. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  man  referred  to  the  Ku-Klnx-when  he  said  they 
bad  given  that  notice  f 

Ansu}er.  Mv  impression  was  that  he  did  refer  to  men  in  disguise,  because  I  aaid  tkat  I 
would  puU  their  masks  off  their  faces  if  they  came  visiting  me. 

Question,  At  what  time  was  tbat  T 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  in  1867  or  1868. 

Question.  But  1  understood  yon  to  say  that  at  that  time  these  Ku-Klux  were  Bot  hiw- 
less  and  bad  men  f 

Answer.  I  said  there  had  been  no  Ku-Kltuc  there  since  1868. 

Question.  About  that  time  yon  think  the  organization  started  T 

Answer.  The  first  organization  was  before  that. 

Question.  Before  1868  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Question.  Before  1867  t 

Answer.  I  cannot  sa^  that  it  was  before  1867 ;  it  did  not  last  a  great  while  aoy  how. 

Question.  Do  you  think  you  would  be  safe  in  undertaking  to  puU  the  disgaise  off  the 
faces  of  disguised  men  or  off  their  horses  f 

Anstver.  I  generally  find  that  if  a  man  comes  to  assail  me  in  my  rights  of  peraon  «r 
property,  I  can  walk  right  up  to  him  and  say,  "  Desist ;"  and  I  wiU  ttSne  pains  to  do  so. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  would  have  been  safe  or  not ;  for  I  think  it  was  in  view  of 
possible  peril  that  I  said  I  would  do  it ;  and  I  think  I  would  have  redeemed  &st 

Sromise.    I  think  that  if  there  was  an  attempt  to  visit  in  that  way  a  servant  of  adoe. 
lack  or  white,  living  with  me  and  necessarily  under  my  protection,  I  would  jMHtit 
at  every  hazard. 

Question.  Would  you  advise  your  black  servants  to  fire  on  men  of  that  kind  t 

Answer.  I  would  advise  them  to  resist  at  every  hazard,  and  to  insist  on  the  reoogni- 
tioD  of  their  rights. 

Q^estion.  Do  y^u  think  that  would  be  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  general^  bj 
the  negroes  in  the  Southern  States  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  it  would ;  I  am  only  talking  about  myself.  I  have  AOt 
been  assailed  very  often ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  been  with  impodilgr;  1 
believe  that  when  assaults  are  made  upon  the  rights  of  men,  black  or  white,  if  ttter 
would  resist  and  defend  themselves — repel  the  assailants  at  whatever  peril — i£  tJai 
were  the  uniform  policy  it  would  check  a  groat  deal  of  lawlessness. 

Question.  And  lawlesness  ought  to  be  checked  1 

Afistcer.  Certainly  it  should. 

Question,  Then^  in  your  judgment,  that  would  be  a  proper  course  to  be  pwtmmit  bf 
the  colored  men  in  the  South  when  assailed  by  Ku-Klux  T 

Ansujer.  Of  course ;  I  would  advise  them  to  take  the  same  coarse  which  I 
takemyself.    I  cannot  conceive  that  men  could  come  to  my  house  and  intimidate  i 
in  that  way.    They  might  do  so ;  we  cauuot  always  tell  what  we  would  do  in 
supposed  emergencies;  it  is  possible  they  might  come  and  perhaps  iiitiiaidata  wm  in 
such  a  way  that  I  would  succumb  and  go  with  them  and  be  treated  l^  them 
chose ;  but  I  cannot  conceive  that  such  a  t4iing  would  be  likely  to  hapj^eato 

Question.  You  would  not  consider  a  submissive  demeanor  the  best  oae  to  be 
by  either  black  or  white  f 

Answer.  No.  sir. 

Question,  You  spoke  something  of  robberies  committed  by  these  di«gni0ed  loaft t  > 

Answer,  Thieves  and  rascals  have  assumed  disguises,  as  Uiey  are  very 
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Question,  Perhaps  they  have  taken  their  hint  from  the  Ku-KItix. 

AtiMer,  Yes ;  they  have  gotten  it  in  that  way  possibly ;  at  any  rate*  these  men  who 
are  not  Kn-Klux  oocaeionally  commit  robberies  in  disgnise. 

Qae9Hon,  Yon  mean  they  are  not  Kn-Klnx  in  the  trne  sense  of  the  term  f 

Anstcer.  Not  in  the  original  sense  of  the  term. 

QuetUmi,  They  aie  what  might  be  called  bogas  Ka-Klnx? 

Ansicer.  Well,  I  would  call  them  scamps  running  round  and  committing  depredations. 
I  may  illustrate  the  point  in  this  way :  After  the  war  men  in  Federal  uniform  com- 
mitted a  great  many  robberies.  They  had  purchased  the  clothing  of  soldiers;  it  was  a 
sort  of  shelter  to  them  in  which  to  commit  crime.  In  the  same  way  men  who  commit 
robberies  may  desire  them  to  appear  to  have  been  committed  by  Ku-Klux. 

Que^tiaru  But  in  addition  to  the  robberies  yon  have  heard  of,  (which  you  attribnt«i 
ti>  bogus  Kn-KlnXf  s^  they  might  be  tenned^)  yon  have  heard  occasionally,  at  least,  of 
men  being  Icilled  by  them  t 

Atmwer.  Y«s,  sir. 

Question,  And  you  have  heard  of  a  great  maJty  cases  of  men  being  taken  from  theix 
houses  at  night  and  scourged  by  them  f 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  several,  I  have  named  a  number.  One  was  the  case  of  Mr, 
Cate,  in  Jackson  county.  Old  Mr.  Harker,  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812, 1  think,  was 
wliipped.  Two  negro  men — Ned  Larkin  and  his  brother — were  killed.  But  the  men 
killed  in  these  cases  were  democrats,  black  and  white ;  and  they  were  killed  too,  as  I 
am  advised,  by  republicans.  Of  the  homicides  which  have  occurred  under  my  obserr 
vation  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  I  am  satisfied  that  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases  the 
victims  have  been  democrats. 

Question.  You  mean  immediately  upon  the  close  of  the  war  f 

Answer,  No,  I  mean  within  the  last  two  or  three  years.  I  have  not  heard  of  any 
homicides  in  my  neighborhood  or  viciuity  since  last  January. 

Question.  How  were  those  homicides  genersmy  committed — ^in  an  open  rencounter  in 
the  day  time  f 

Answer,  Not  all  of  them  but  some.    Polk  Wright  was  killed  by  the  son  of  the  sheriff. 

Question.  That  was  not  a  Ku-Klux  outrage,  of  course  f 

Anstoer,  That  was  not  a  Ku-Klux  outra^ ;  but  Wright  was  a  very  active  democratic 
partisan  for  a  young  mau.  Cato  was  killed  by  men  in  disguise.  Governor  Lindsay 
offered  a  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  the  men,  naming  them.  That  case  grow  out 
of  some  difficulty  in  connection  with  a  loose  woman.  The  two  negroes  I  have  men- 
tioned were  killed  by  men  in  disguise,  who  are  supposed  to  have  been  worthless, 
trifling  fellows,  (this  is  my  most  recent  and  authentic  information,)  who  were  anxious 
to  get  rid  of  tiiose  negroes,  so  that  they  might  work  the  land  on  which  the  negroes 
were  working. 

Question,  With  those  exceptions,  have  you  known  any  case  where  a  member  of  the 
democratic  party  has  been  Killed  by  what  you  would  call  a  g^iuine  Ku-Klux  organ- 
ization f 

Answer.  O,  no ;  I  have  never  known  any  genuine  Ku-Klux  organization.  'Some  of 
the  men  who  were  injured  in  the  afiair  at  Huntsville  in  1868,  were  democrats ;  but  the 
Kn-Klux  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  firing  there,  as  I  am  advised. 

Question,  Yon  believe  that  the  organization  generally  denominated  Ku-Klux  proper 
have  committed  whippings,  soourgings,  and  now  and  then  a  murder,  within  the  fast 
two  years,  do  you  not  f 

Answer,  I  am  not  advised  of  any  such  ICu-Klnx  organization  proper. 

Question,  Have  there  been  no  scourgings  by  persons  in  disgnise  in  your  district  ? 

Anmser.  There  may  have  been  scouigings  f  I  have  heard  of  whippings,  perhaps  in 
Cherokee  County,  possibly  in  DeKalb,  and  perhaps  in  Etowah. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  cases  where  persons  were  t^en  from  their  houste  and  whippefl 
by  men  in  disgnise  f 

Afiswer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  know  a  democrat  to  be  so  treated  f 

Answer,  I  never  heard  what  the  politics  of  these  men  were ;  I  do  not  think  they  were 
whipped  because  they  were  republicans.  It  may  have  been  on  account  of  their  associ- 
ations in  some  way,  as  I  have  suggested  several  times  in  my  testimony  here. 

Question,  I  umlerstood  you  to  say  that  you  thought  the  original  organization  of  the 
Kn-Klux  was  for  a  designated  purpose,  and  that  there  were  at  the  start  some  good 
men  in  it — ^men  who  entered  with  good  intentions. 

Ansufer,  I  think  it  is  very  likely.  My  theory  is  that  the  organization  originated  as  a 
sort  of  police  for  protection.  i 

Question,  A  sort  of  substitute  for  the  old  patrol  system  of  slave  times  f 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  patrol  system  was  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  tho  negroes  and  keepn 
ing  them  in  their  places. 

Answer,  This  was  a  substitute  for  that,  so  far  as  to  prevent  anything  like  outrage  on 
the  jiurt  of  the  negroes.  I  do  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  saying  that  Uie  two  organ- 
izations w*?re  entirely  identical  in  their  purpose. 
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QuesiUm.  Tho  patrol  was  aathorized  by  law  t 

Anatcer.  I  know  that  that  was  antborized  by  law. 

Queation.  I  tiDderstood  you  to  say  that  latterly,  as  you  thought,  bad  men  hsTO  gone 
into  this  Ku-Khix  buslnew. 

Anstper.  I  say  that  latterly  scamps,  thieves,  and  robbers  have  assumed  di^visM 
assimilating  those  of  the  Ku-E3ux,  and  perhaps  like  them,  and  uttder  tliat  oorw  or 
mask  have  committed  their  offenses. 

QueBtion,  The  offenses  by  disguised  men  are  still  continued  f 
•  Answer.  O,  outrages  are  committed  everywhere. 

Qiimtian,  Do  you  mean  by  disguised  ment 

Anmcer.  Yes,  by  disguised  men. 

QiiestUm,  You  hear  of  that  still  ^ing  ont 

Answer.  Not  by  Ku-Klux  organization»-*>by  disguised  men  in  snvUl  nHmbei»-4lire>e 
or  four  together. 

Question.  Why  do  you  suppose  that  the  original  Ku-Klnx  organization  of  whieh  joq 
apoke  has  been  disbanded  f 

Answer.  Because  it  is  the  general  imjiression — the  accepted  view  of  the  whole  tnielU- 

felit  portion  of  the  country  where  I  reside;  and  everybody  has  urged  that  it  ahenld  be 
isbanded.    I  do  not  suppose  there  is  an  intelligent  man  in  my  town  who  will  «ot 
meke  tho  same  statement.    That  is  the  common  impression  and  belief. 

Question,  Have  you  not  heard  of  transactions  of  this  kind  by  diseuised  men  fa  other 
localities  distant  from  your  place  of  residence,  in  the  State  of  A&bama  and  oeMde 
drfitt  ^ 

Answer.  1  heard  the  other  day  of  outrages  committed  by  disguised  men  in  Miwrfawipyi^ 
and  some  time  ago  I  heard  of  them  as  committed  at  a  distance  in  Alabama,  bot  Bot 
recently,  and  not  as  a  Ku-Klux  organization.  I  think  that  all  men  who  commit  eriaie 
are  very  apt  to  assume  a  disguise  of  some  form.  Night  itself  is  a  disguise;  mid  tbese 
outra^  are  generally  committed  at  night. 

Question.  Before  the  war  was  it  common  in  Alabama  for  bands  of  men  with  diagviaes 
upon  their  persons  and  their  horses  to  go  through  the  counti^  committing  crimes.  Did 
you  ever  hear  of  such  a  thing  before  the  war? 

Answer.  No;  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  did. 

Question.  From  what  you  said  in  regard  to  tearing  tho  disguises  from  their  honea,  I 
infer  that  according  to  your  information  they  disguise  not  only  themselves  but  thetr 
horses. 

Answer.  The  horses  were  covered  with  sheets ;  that  was  the  description  I  had  of 
them ;  I  do  not  know  how  they  are  in  your  section ;  I  never  saw  one. 

Question.  You  said  that  you  believed  the  negroes  might  be  disarmed  very  eaafly  by 
the  white  men;  that  one  white  man  could  disarm  ten  or  a  dozen  negroes. 

Answer.  One  white  man  of  determination. 

Question.  1  mean,  of  aourse,  a  man  of  sufficient  determination  and  capacity.  Now  kis 
it  been  the  habit  of  th^c  organizations  to  disarm  the  negroes  t 

Answer.  Not  all ;  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  disarming  some  negroes  yourself  on  one  occasion  t 

Answer.  Two  or  three. 

Question.  Why  did  you  think  it  necessary  to  do  that  t 

Afiswer.  They  were  threatening  to  shoot  one  another.  They  were  drunk  and  vloyteg 
cards,  and  one  of  them  said  the  other  had  ch^ted  him.  I  did  not  want  any  sooi^tBg 
on  my  premises. 

Quesium.  You  were  acting  in  the  interest  of  peace  among  them  t 

Answer.  I  always  act  in  that  interest  except  where  war  seems  much  more  apt  to  ^ 
effective.    They  were  making  a  great  noise  iu  front  of  my  house  on  the  street, 
was  threatening  to  shoot  the  other.    There  was  no  assault  upon  mysel£ 

Question.  You  spoke  of  that  Huntsville  affair  in  1868,  in  which  a  great  many  _ 
were  killed  and  wounded.  Did  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  the  negroes  in  thm 
got  to  shooting  one  another  t 

Answer.  From  what  I  heard  I  think  they  shot  wildly;  it  was  a  sort  of  wild 

Question,  How  many  of  them  were  killed  f 

A7iswer.  1  lo  not  remembw. 

Question.  As  many  as  twenty  t 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  not  so  many  were  killed. 

Question.  Five  or  six  t 

Afiswer.  Perhaps  live  or  six  killed  and  wounded.    I  do  not  know  thai  tiuit  many 
killed. 

Question.  You  heard  of  but  one  white  man  being  hurt  on  tliat  occationt 

Answer.  I  heard  of  one  white  man  beine  killed  and  another  shot. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  Judge  Thurlow  bding  killed ;  he  was  a  wMte  man? 

Answer.  He  was  a  white  man,  and  there  was  another  by  the  name  of  Cos:, 
•hot  through  the  face. 

Question,  Are  U&ose  the  only  white  men  whom  you  heard  of  as  being  ii^jurod 
occasion  f 
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• 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  any  othen.  ' 

Question,  The  priuoi|pal  injury  was  npon  the  neffroes  t 

Answer,  My  impression  is  there  were  more  white  men  killed  and  wounded  than 
negroes.    I  do  not  know  that  any  negroes  were  killed.    There  may  have  been  some.    I 
am  not  poeitivo  about  that. 
QuesUoH,  Did  yon  hear  of  any  democrats  beine  killed  f 

Answer,  No  j  Cox  was  one,  but  he  was  not  killed. 

Qwestien.  Did  you  hear  of  any  democrats  being  wounded  except  Cox  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did. 

QtuBstion,  We  haye  heard  in  the  evidence  given  before  us  that  the  members  of  this 
Ku-Klux-  organization  in  some  localities  have  made  a  pretence  that  they  were  the 
spirits  t>f  the  confederate  dead— ghosts.    What  do  you  know  as  to  that  t 

Answer,  When  th^y  were  first  started  they  worked  upon  the  superstition  of  the  negroes. 
When  they  first  came  out  some  fellows  said,  I  heard,  that  they  were  the  spirits  of  the 
oonfederate  deacL  and  that  they  could  drink  a  bucket  of  water  without  any  trouble. 
They  made  manifestations  of  that  sort  with  the  motive  of  impressing  very  decidedly 
tJbie  negro  mmd. 

Question.  And  they  said  they  had  risen  from  the  craves  at  Ctottysburgf 

Answer,  I  did  not  hear  that.  Thev  said,  as  I  understood,  that  they  were  the  spirits 
of  the  confederate  dead.  But  that  is  rather  an  antediluvian  story.  Such  things  get 
old  very  quickly.  I  recollect  hearing  that  some,  of  these  men  appeared  at  a  pic-nic  in 
Tennessee  above  our  boundary  line,  that  they  came  there  looking  immensely  tall  (of 
course  itftificially  so)  and  drinking  great  quantities  of  water,  making  the  impression 
upon,  the  African  that  they  were  the  spirits  of  the  confederate  dead. 

Question,  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  cannot  challenge  the  registry  of  a 
voliQE  in  AlabamaT 

.^Mwer,  As  I  understand,  yon  pannot. 

Question,  Is  there  any  law  against  bringing  testimony  to  .show  to  the  registering 
offlkers  that  a  man  is  not  entitled  to  register  f 

Answer,  I  never  heard  of  one  being  ohallei^ed,  and  we  2K)cept  it  as  a  &ct  that  uo 
challenge  can  be  made. 

Question,  Is  not  the  law  against  challenging  expressly  confined  to  voting  f 

Answer.  I  know  that  we  cannot  challenge  voting,  and  my  impression  is  the  same  with 
regard  to  the  registry. 

QussHon,  Does  not  a  man  when  he  registers  have  to  swear  that  he  is  a  qualified  voter  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  does.  That  is  my  recollection.  When  I  registered  I 
think  I  took  that  oath. 

Question.  1b  not  the  penalty  for  falsely  taking  that  oath  confinement  in  the  peniten- 
tiary? 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect.  I  must  confess  I  am  not  advised  that  there  is  any  penalty 
wh&ch  is  available  connected  eitlier  with  registration  or  voting. 

Question.  As  to  availability  that  might  depend  on  the  sentiment  of  the  community ; 
but  as  to  the  law  itself,  does  it  not  provide  a  penalty  f 

Austca',  I  cannot  speak  positively  about  tnat.  My  impression  is  that  there  is  no 
practical  restraint, ;  that  there  is  a  general  laxity  in  reference  to  the  matter,  and  that 
the  law  itself  permits  it.  I  know  that  practically  the  voting  there  is  without  chal- 
len^e,  and  I  thmk  thf^re  is  uo  challenge  at  the  registration.  If  a  person  applying  to  be 
re^stered  takes  the  required  oath,  I  think  that  is  the  end  of  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  association  of  gentlemen  in  your  district  for  the  pur- 
pose of  furthering  political  ends,  in  which  they  are  bound  by  some  obligation  one  to 
another  f 

Answer,  I  never  heard  of  such  a  tbin^. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  no  association  of  men  for  political  ends  or  others,  having  a 
regular  constitution,  rules,  ofiicers,  &c.  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  <a  it. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  none  such  exists  in  your  county  f 

Anstoer.  I  think  it  could  not  exist  without  my  knowing  it.  It  is  barely  possible  that 
there  is  such  a  thing ;  but  I  think  if  there  had  been  I  would  have  heard  or  it.  I  know 
that  nobody  would  ever  suggest  to  me  the  forming  of  such  an  association.  You  mean 
a  secret  association. 

Question.  I  am  not  introducing  that  element  into  the  question. 

Answer,  Well,  I  do  not  recollect  any  such  association ;  I  nevec  heard  of  any,  and  I  do 
xH>t  know  that  any  ever  existed. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  any  such  association  exists  in  any  part  of  Alabama  f 

Answer,  So  far  as  I  am  advised  I  do  not  think  it  does. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  think  person  and  property  are  secure  at 
this  time  m  Alabama  f  , 

A^tstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  my  county  and  district  and  locality  are  concerned. 

Question,  And  you  think  the  laws  are  pretty  well  executed,  as  much  so  as  in  other 
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Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  their  being  executed  with  our  officers.  There  is.  peace, 
order,  quiet. 

Question.  Security? 

Answer.  I  think  so.  I  have  advised  hundreds  of  republicans  who  have  written  to 
mo  on  the  subject  that  tliey  can  come  there  with  perfect  safety,  be  secure  in  Uieir 
property  and  their  persons,  and  socially  be  treated  kindly. 

Question.  But  that  was  not  entirely  so  in  1868  ? 

Anmver.  Yes,  I  think  it  was  so  in  1868.  For  instance,  a  Mr.  Pry,  a  decided  repubti- 
(5au  who  had  been  a  leading  man  in  Snnngfield,  Ohio,  came  therewith  others,  ana  ib»y 
were  all  welcomed  and  received  cordially.  The  best  assurances  I  have  had  on  th£» 
subject  have  been  from  republican  witnesses. 

Question.  Was  that  the  case  before  1868?  • 

Answer.  I  think  it*  was.  I  wrote  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Hillhonse  and  oUier 
gentlemen  who  thought  of  investing  money  there ;  and  I  published  it  over  my  own 
signatui'e.  It  was  written  in  1866,  and  I  would  now  reaffirm  the  statements  I  tliea 
made.  I  invit.ed  those  gentlemen  to  come  down  to  our  section,  assuring  them  tfaat^ioy 
man  who  would  come  to  our  country  with  the  motives  which  should  prompt  aoy  mtai 
in  removing  from  one  section  to  another,  with  the  view  of  bettering  his  conditioQ  er 
fortune,  would  be  treated  kindly. 

Q^uestion.  1  was  not  speaking  so  much  of  safety  to  those  who  are  generally  denonu- 
Bated  '^  carpet-baggers''  as  the  general  run  of  the  people  of  the  community. 

Answer.  I  say  they  are  safe. 

Question,  Safe  in  person  and  property  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  say  there  is  peace  and  quiet  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  su: ;  I  think  so ;  as  much  so  as  in  Ontario  County,  New  Yoric,  wbeace  I 
was  reared.  • 

Question.  Suppose  that  those  persons  who  are  now  under  disabilities  were  xeUeved, 
what,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  the  eifect  ? 

A  nswer.  1  think  it  would  have  a  happy  effect. 

Question.  Why  happy,  if  you  now  have  peace,  quiet,  and  security  without  any  such 
measure  ? 

Answer.  When  I  say  we  have  pence  and  security  I  do  not  mean  to  say  tliat  the  peapie 
are  satisfied  with  not  being  able  to  select  freely  their  own  officers.  We  may  have 
peace  and  security,  while  a  largo  portion  of  the  people  are  disfranchised.  Would  yen 
infer  that  because  of  the  existing  aisfranchisement  we  have  i>eace  ? 

Question.  Not  at  all. 

Answer.  Your  question  is  suggestive  of  that.  These  men  who  are  disfironchieed  have 
friends  in  the  community ;  they  are  able  men  and  men  of  influence ;  men  who  ace  eon- 
suited  with. 

QuesUon.  You  think  that  if  they  were  relieved  they  would  probably  be  elected  to 
office,  and  have  the  control  of  affairs  phiced  in  their  hands  ? 

A}iswer.  Those  who  are  qualified  would  be  apt  to  be  chosen  to  office,  as  they  wen  lie- 
fore.    They  ought  to  occupy  office,  because  they  are  the  best  qualified  men. 

Question.  Other  men  fill  the  offices  now  ? 

Answer.  Very  indifferently,  a  great  many  of  them. 

Question.  But  still,  under  their  administration,  you  have  peace  and  perfect  Beooiity 
of  person  and  property  ? 

Answer,  We  have,  despite  their  inefficiency ;  but  there  is  not  satisfaction  by  any 
means  in  the  community. 

Question.  I  suppose  not,  to  the  men  who  are  under  disability,  and  their  friendo. 

Ansicer.  Almost  everybody  is  the  ftiend  of  the  men  who  are  disfranchise<l.  I  am  not 
satisfied  with  the  present  condition  of  things,  and  I  am  not  laboring  under  disabttitM6. 

Question.  Did  you  mean  to  say  that  your  county  commissioners  of  highwaya  befert 
the  war  took  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  constables,  too. 

Question.  Constables  did,  I  know. 

Answer.  The  commissioner  of  highways  is  a  higher  office  than  oonstable. 

Question.  And  you  say  that  the  great  majority  of  the  men  of  ability  (I  think  yen  said 
all,  but  I  suppose  you  did  not  mean  it)  are  under  disability  in  your  sectioiief  tkkd 
country  t 

Ansicer.  Most  of  them. 

Question.  No  man  is  under  disability  unless  ho  held  office  before  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Well,  almost  every  man  who  has  reached  middle  age  has  held  an  offioe  of  maae. 
kind  at  ^ome  time  in  his  life.    There  are  young  men  there  who  did  not  hold  odioe. 

Question.  You  said  a  large  majority  of  your  people  were  Union  men  before  amldaon^ 
the  war? 

Anstcer.  The  larco  msyority  of  them  were  Union  men  before  the  war;  and  as  to  tb^^ 
people  of  North  Alabama  generally  (I  am  not  speaking  particularly  of  m>-  own  oovntv  t 
I  think  that  a  large  majority  of  them  never  did  any  act  hostile  to  the  Union  vakkan 
they  were  forced  to  do  it. 
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QiusHon,  If  they  maintained  their  loyalty  to  the  Government  how  came  they  to  be 
under  disabilities  f 

Answer.  There  was  such  a  thing  as  being  forced  or  pressed  into  the  aid  of  the  rebel- 
lion. I  was  a  Union  man  all  the  way  through ;  but  I  do  not  undertake  to  say  that  if 
I  had  remained  in  the  South  during  the  war  I  would  not  have  committed  some  acts 
which  would  have  been  regarded,  and  properly  regarded,  as  disloyal.  But  I  would  not 
stay  there ;  when  our  flag  came  down  I  went  away.  During  the  war  I  was  not  under 
that  sort  of  pressure  to  ^ich  those  who  remained  there  were  subjected.  I  would  not 
allow  myself  to  be  put  under  that  pressure.  No  one  can  say  that  he  would  not  have 
been  obliged  under  those  circumstances  to  aid  the  rebellion  in  some  way. 

Question.  You  think  that  many  men  who  are  now  under  disability  were  really  loyal 
men  at  heart  duiing  the  war,  but  were  constrained  by  circumstances  to  do  acts  tend- 
ing to  aid  the  rebeSion  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Take  the  men  of  the  middle  class — the  men  whose  interests  were 
always  in  the  line  of  i>eace — who  were  not  politically  ambitious.  I  think  the  war  was 
Bsade  by  the  politicians  of  the  South.  I  do  not  believe  the  masses  ever  went  went  into 
it  heartily.  The  recognition  of  leadership  was  carried  to  a  much  greater  extent  there 
than  I  have  seen  it  carried  in  any  other  portion  of  the  country.  The  men  whom  the 
southern  people  sent  to  Congress  were  continued  in  service  for  years;  their  opinion^ 
■were  regarded  as  of  great  weight.  People  would  ask  "  What  does  our  Representative 
or  our  Senator  think  abput  this  ?  "  and  then  they  would  follow  him.  In  my  opinion  the 
southern  people  were  led  into  the  rebellion  more  by  this  habit  of  following  leaders 
than  by  any  hearty  concun-ence  in  the  disunion  movement. 

Qnestion.  Then  you  think  that  a  great  many  men  who  are  under  disabilities  ^ere 
loyal  at  heart  during  the  war,  but  were  constrained  by  circumstances  to  become  im- 
plicated in  the  rebellion  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  Their  sons,  for  instance,  may  have  gone  into  the  confederate  ser- 
vice, wore  perhaps  conscripted ;  and  they  helped  them. 

Question.  Do  not  men  of  that  class  especially  feel  that  a  great  wrong  Was  done  them 
by  being  placed  under  disabilities  by  the  Government  after  the  close  of  the  war  t 

Ansv!^.  Yes,  sir,  they  do.  I  thiuK  that  the  disfranchisement  of  such  men  was  the 
most  impolitic  thing  the  Government  could  have  done ;  I  mean  in  the  interests  of  peace 
and  contentment,  without  reference  to  l>arty. 

Question.  In  order  to  be  under  disabilities  a  man  must  have  held  some  office  before 
the  war.  Now  were  not  the  worst  and  most  violent  of  the  secessionists  and  war  men 
among  those  who  were  not  under  disabilities  at  all,  because  they  had  held  no  office 
before  the  war  ? 

Ansvcer.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  so  in  some  instances. 

Qu^iion,  Is  not  that  a  gi*eat  cause  of  complaint  among  the  men  who  were  Union  men 
beibre  the  war,  and  as  far  as  possible  during  the  war — that  they  are  under  disabilities, 
while  men  who  were  active  secessionists  are  nott 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  that  suggested.  I  do  not  think  anybody  finds  fault  l>e- 
eanse  other  men  are  not  under  disabilities.  The  complaint  with  the  people  is  that 
those  to  whom  they  are  atf ached  are  not  relieved  of  their  disabilities.  I  think  the  gen- 
oral  opinion  there  is  that  all  should  be  relieved. 

Question.  Do  not  the  colored  men  themselves  favor  a  general  amnesty? 
Anstcer.  I  am  inclined  to  think  they  do»    The  colored  people  are  very  much  disposed 
to  favor  those  who  they  think  are  their  old  friends.    I  think  they  look  upon  the  south- 
ern whites  as  their  c4d  friends ;  for  really  those  are  the  men  to  whom  they  go  when 
they  are  hungry,  and  naked,  and  sick. 

Question.  The  negroes  then  manifest  liberality  of  sentiment  in  this  regard  f 
Anstcer.  I  think  they  do  when  left  to  themselves.    I  cannot  say  advisedly,  of  course, 
that  such  is  their  opinion ;  but  it  in  the  impression  made  on  my  mind  as  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  colored  men. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  the  passage  of  a  general  amnesty  bill  by  Congress  would 
produce  a  happy  eflect  upon  the  public  sentiment,  and  make  the  people  better  satisfied  ? 
Anstver.  I  think  so;  I  have  not  a  doubt  about  it;  it  is  a  question  upon  which  I  do 
not  think  it  necessary  to  reason. 

Question,  Do  you  not  speak  rather  strongly  in  regard  to  Judfje  Busteed's  proceedings 
in  court  f  Do  you  mean  to  saj''  he  would  actually  order  a  cnew  of  tobacco  out  of  a 
man's  mouth  ? 

Answer.  A  man  would  be  told  that  he  must  not  spit  or  chew  in  the  court-room. 
Question,  And  I  understand  you  to  say  that  he  would  not  allow  a  man  to  sit  in  a 
chair  in  any  ot^er  than  an  upright  posture  f 

Answer.  A  man  would  not  be  allowed  Ut  recline  upon  another  chair.    But  that  mat- 
ter is  not  very  important;  I  do  not  know  that  it  has  anything  to  do  with  the  Ku-Klux. 
I  was  merely  saying  that  Judge  Busteed,  coming  down  there  a  perfect  stranger,  assumed 
judicial  airs  which  1  do  not  think  the  chief  justice  of  Vermont  would  assume. 
QuesHsn,  Is  Judge  Busteed  especially  stringent  in  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  f 
Answer.  1  presume  he  is,  so  far  as  he  understands  them. 
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Question,  Is  he  stringent  in  the  enforcement  of  the  criminal  law? 

AnstDcr.  He  is  so  far  as  I  know.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  his  coart ;  I  am  no  law- 
yer ;  I  am  a  farmer :  I  want  that  to  bo  understood. 

Question,  If  this  Ku-Klux  organization  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  making  ibe 
neg^roes  more  ^oiet  and  peaceable,  and  preventing  any  collision  between  them  and  ^be 
white  race,  is  it  not  your  opinion  that  it  was  very  badly  conceived  f 

Answer,  I  never  did  and  never  can  approve  of  lawless,  irresponsible  bands  of  meot 
I  never  can  justify  them  under  any  circumstances.  If  there  were  an  utter  incapacity 
on  the  part  of  men  in  position  to  maintain  order  and  conserve  the  public  peace,  there 
mi^t  be  some  justification  for  regulating  things  by  improvising  volunteer  bodies  oi 
men. 

Question,  But  such  a  state  of  things  does  not  exist  in  your  country  now? 

Answer,  Not  now. 

Question.  When  the  reports  of  these  outrages,  such  as  taMng  colored  men  from  thet 
houses  at  night,  and  whipping  them,  are  circulated  amon^  the  colored  people,  are  they 
not  calculated  to  make  them  more  turbulent^-to  make  tnem  unfriendly  towards  the 
whites,  and  more  likely  to  commit  violations  of  the  public  peace  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  but  that  it  would  be  so,  if  it  were  the  common  practice.  I 
think  that  where  one  colored  man  is  actually  taken  out  in  that  way  without  any  res- 
son,  there  are  probably  ten  taken  out  on  account  of  some  offense,  real  or  imputed,  com- 
mitted by  them,  which  has  made  them  obnoxious,  and  subjected  them  to  that  sort  of 
toeatment.  Of  course,  with  the  ddbris  of  slavery,  there  remains  something  of  the  old 
notion  that  whipping  a  negro  will  sometimes  avail  when  other  things  will  not.  t 
would  infer  that  those  things  arc  simply  relics  of  the  former  practices  ip  slave  timea. 
Of  course,  everything  of  that  kind  is  growing  less  every  day. 

Question,  You  have  very  little  personal  acquaintance  with  the  condition  of  things  fn 
Alabama  outside  of  your  district  f 

Anstoer,  Very  little,  indeed.  I  am  a  home  man.  I  confine  myself  generally  to  the 
duties  of  my  position  and  business.  I  have  never  been  in  Montgomery  but  once,  and 
then  I  was  a  member  of  the  convention  of  1865. 

Question,  Was  there  not  a  judicial  investigation  of  sonie  notoriety  that  took  place  in 
regard  to  that  Pay  toua  affair  f 

Answer.  The  judge  sat  for  some  days,  I  understand,  with  attorneys  on  both  sides.  I 
was  not  in  that  section  of  the  country  at  that  time. 

Question,  Did  you  give  any  attention  to  the  progress  of  that  investigation  ? 

Answer,  I  did  not.    At  that  time  I  was  in  the  State  of  New  York,  a4  my  old  home. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  one  of  the  order  of  Ku-Klux  made  a  confession  upon 
that  trial,  and  aisclosed  the  organization  in  the  State  f 

Ansu>er,  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  not  read  the  testimony  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  have  not  seen  it  at  all. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  cx>ndition  of  Sumter  County,  Alabama  T 

Anstcer,  No,  sir.  Samuel  Hale,  a  republican,  a  brother  of  John. P.  Hale,  of  New 
Hampshire,  wrote  from  Livingston,  the  county  seat  of  Sumter,  a  letter  to  a  gentleman 
in  New  Hampshire.  That  letter,  I  am  informed,  is  a  most  truthful  portrayal  of  ^e 
ezistinff  condition  of  thin^  and  the  inducing  causes.  So  far  as  I  am  a4lvise<l  of  his 
views,  I  concur  in  them  fully.  I  wish  he  comd  be  examined  here,  for  I  believe  from 
all  I  have  heard  of  him  that  he  is  a  very  honest,  intelligent  man,  and  he  has  Irved 
more  than  thirty  years  in  that  section.  He  is  a  man  who  speaks  advisedly  aud  honestJ^y. 
and  he  has  none  of  the  old-fashioned  southern  prejudices. 

Question,  Have  you  observed  the  public  prints  in  your  State,  and  the  course  they 
have  pursued  in  treating  of  these  Ku-Klux  outrages  in  various  parts  of  the  St^tet 

Answer.  I  only  take  the  newspapers  of  my  district,  though  I  see  perhaps  one  or  two 
others  j  and,  so  far  as  I  have  observed,  those  newspapers  have  condemned  tnese  oul 
very  distinctly  and  emphatically. 

Question,  Have  they  put  forward  any  apologies  or  excuses  for  themt 

Answer,  Not  that  I  have  seen — not  recently,  at  any  rate. 

Question,  Have  they  not  generally  denied  the  existence  of  these  outrages  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  so  far  as  my  observation  goes  they  have  not.  All  the  psnen  1 
in  the  habit  of  looking  at  have  generally  published  cases  of  outrage  when  tliey  have 
occurred.  I  am  not  speaking  of  Ku-Klux  outrages  particularly,  where  men  go  ta 
disguise. 

Question,  I  speak  especially  of  that  class  of  outrages. 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  about  them.  I  must  confess  I  have  not  seen  or  heard  of  Km- 
Klux  outrages  recently  in  my  district;  nor  has  my  attention  been  called  to  them  %5f 
anything  published  in  the  papers  that  I  take.  I  of  course  read  more  cloudy  tM 
papers  of  my  district  than  any  others. 

Question,  You  have  not  then  seen  any  disposition  manifested  by  the  pnbHc  printotc 
make  excuses  and  apologies  for  these  outrages  t 

Answer,  Not  recently.    My  impression  is  that  some  three  or  four  yean  ligo  theM 
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a  disposition,  not  to  wink  at  these  things,  bat  to  treat  them  as  a  matter  of  levity.    It 
strikes  me  as  a  very  impro^r  subject  on  which  to  display  levity.    A  man  may  smile 
at  a  practicaJ  Joke,  but  I  do  not  see  how  any  one  can  treat  as  a  matter  of  levity  outrages 
committed  by  lawless  bands. 
Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  these  outrages  treated  in  that  way  by  the  republican 

Sapers.    Have  they  not  made  a  serious  matter  of  them,  making  no  apologies  for  them, 
at  denounciuff  them  from  the  start  f 

Answer,  WeU,  I  have  not  observed  them ;  I  suppose  they  have  denounced  them.    la 
what  I  have  said  I  have  only  given  my  impression.    I  do  not  ^ate  that  the  democratic 
papers  have  justified  them  m  any  case,  but  they  may  sometimes  have  treated  them 
with  levity. 
Question,  And  offibred  apologies  and  excuses  for  them  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  as  to  that ;  they  may  have  done  it ;  perhaps  they  did,  in 
some  instances ;  but  it  has  not  been  by  any  means  general,  latterly. 

Question,  Have  you  noticed  in  the  republican  papers  any  such  levity,  apologies,  or 
excuses  t    Did  thoy  not  make  it  a  serious  matter,  and  denounce  it  from  the  start  f 

^fi^trer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  seen  more  than  one  or  two  republican  papers 
in  my  State.  The  HnntsviUe  Advocate,  a  republican  paper,  condemned  them  uni- 
formly. 
Question,  Did  you  ever  see  them  excused  or  treated  with  levity  in  republican  paj^rs  t 
Answer.  O,  no ;  and  I  have  never  seen  any  apologies  or  excuses  in  other  papers.  I 
have  only  a  general  impression  that  in  some  cases  they  have  been  laughed  at  or  treated 
with  levity — not  treated  properly. 

Question,  Have  yon  noticed  any  difference  between  the  manner  in  which  the  repub- 
lican papers  Jiave  treated  these  outrages  and  the  manner  in  which  the  democratic 
papers  have  treated  them  t 
Ansu^er.  Formerly  I  did,  I  think. 
Question,  You  did  notice  a  difference  f 

Answer,  That  is  my  impri.'ssion.     Well,  the  Huntsville  Advocate  has  denounced 
them,  and  the  Democrat  did  the  same. 

Question,  How  can  you  account  for  this  difference,  upon  a  party  line,  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  papers  of  your  State  have  treated  these  outrages  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  account  for  it,  except  in  this  way :  I  suppose  the  manner  in  which 
the  outrages  were  treated  depended  somewhat  on  the  nature  of  the  outrages^  and  the 
persons  upon  whom  they  were  committed.  Tlie  outrages  were  very  apt  to  be  com- 
mitted by  white  men.  I  am  not  speaking  of  anything  like  murder,  any  severe  or  ter- 
rible outrage,  but  the  lighter  outrages. 
QiiestioH,  You  mean  such  as  scourgings  t 

Answer,  I  cannot  sj^eak  positively,  but  I  do  not  know  that  my  attention  has  ever 
been  called  to  a  particular  case  of  scourging.  I  have  heard  of  cases  where  horses 
whose  owners  were  offensive  have  had  their  tails  cropped. 
Question.  Horses  belonging  to  republicans  t 
Answer,  1  suppose  so;  1  do  not  Know  that  I  ever  heard  of  any  other.  Yes,  I  did 
hear  of  another  case,  about  the  same  time,  where  the  owner  of  the  horse  was  a  demo- 
crat. 

Question,  Was  that  case  afterward  t 
Answer,  About  the  same  time.    I  have  only  heard  of  it. 

Question,  If  you  observed  a  difference  in  the  treatment,  of  these  outrages  in  the 
editorials  of  the  newspapers,  which  of  course  have  a  great  effect  in  mimufiEicturing 
and  directing  public  opinion,  and  if  that  difference  was  one  of  party  lines,  did  it  not 
occur  to  you  that  there  might  be  some  political  aspect  in  the  whole  tiling  7 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ^  1  cannot  say  that  I  have  seen  a  difference  among  the  papers 
which  I  have  reo^l.  While  the  Kn-^lux  organization  was  in  existence,  and  it  being 
a38umed  it  was  a  political  baud,  it  would  be  very  natural  for  men  conducting  demo- 
cratic papers,  especially  those  not  controlled  by  the  most  enlarged  views,  to  smile  and 
say.  '^  Served  them  right,"  or  something  of  that  sort ;  and  the  reverse  would  be  the  case 
witn  the  papers  on  the  other  side. 

Question,  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  your  democratic  editors  ore  of  that  class  of 
men  who  would  treat  with  levity  outrages  upon  the  persons  or  property  of  citizens  f 

Answer.  I  am  not  speaking  of  outrages  of  a  serious  character.  The  truth  is,  my 
observation  has  not  reached  toe  cases  which  probably  have  been  brought  to  your  notice, 
or  very  few  of  them.  I  never  saw  a  black  man  who  had  been  visited  and  whipped. 
I  do  not  know  one  anywhere  in  my  neighborhood. 

Question.  If  these  bands  of  men  in  disguise  go  at  night  whipping  and  otherwise  out- 
raging people,  and  now  and  then  commit  a  murder,  it  is  certainly  your  belief  that  they 
oagbt  to  be  supjpressed  T 

Anstrer.  Certainly ;  and  that  they  ought  to  be  suppressed  by  efficient  law,  efficiently 
a^ministerckl.  I  think  there  would  be  m  any  properly-administered  State  government 
the  efficiency  needed  to  suppress  them. 

Questiott.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  a  man's  being  convicted  in  the  State  courts  of  Ala- 
bama for  the  perpetration  of  a  Ku-Klux  outrage f 
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Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  heard  of  anybody  being  convicted  for  any  Kn-Klnx 
outrage. 

Question,  Ton  have  not  heard  of  any  man  being  convicted  for  putting  on  a  disgaise 
and  trespassing  upon  the  person  or  property  of  another  in  the  State  of  Bahama? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Queaiion.  But  such  things  have  taken  place,  without  doubt  ? 

A»8tcer,  Such  things  have  taken  phice  there  notoriously ;  but  not  recently,  as  I  am 
Hdvised. 

Question,  Has  not  the  jecent  act  of  Congress,  passed  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing 
such  things  in  Alabama  and  in  other  States,  where  perhaps  they  are  more  previ^entr 
been  denounced  in  your  State  f 

Aiistcer.  I  do  not  think  the  present  act  of  Congress,  so  fax  as  Alabama  is  concerned,  is 
going  to  change  our  condition  at  all. 

Question.  But  have  not  your  newspapers  denounced  the  act  f 

Answer.  Oh,  yes. 

Question.  Is  there  generally  any  difference  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  republican 
and  the  democratic  papers  speak  of  that  act  f 

Answer.  The  democratic  papers  do  not  approve  of  it.  I  do  not  approve  of  it  myself. 
If  I  had  an  opportunity  to  express  myself,  I  should  be  apt  to  denounce  it. 

Question.  The  democratic  papers  denounce  it  7 

Anmcer.  I  suppose  so.  At  the  same  time  I  have  felt  as  little  concern  about  that  law 
as  almost  anybody,  because  we  have  been  under  just  that  sort  of  pressure  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  past. 

Question.  Bat  the  democratic  papers  denounce  the  law,  while  the  republican  papers 
sustain  it  f 

Ansicer.  I  reckon  so.  They  are  very  apt  to  follow  the  behests  of  thdr  leaders  and 
rulers. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  You  spoke  about  your  disarming  some  Ku-Elux? 

Answer.  I  did  not  speak  of  having  disarmed  Ku-Klux ;  but  when  it  was  intimated  to  me 
that  probably  I  would  be  advised  by  some  of  these  men  that  my  wife  must  stop  team- 
ing our  negroes,  I  said  that  before  I  would  allow  that  sort  of  thine; — before  I  would  tolerate 
such  a  trespass  upon  my  rights  of  domicile  or  family — I  would,  at  the  peril  of  my  life, 
pull  the  masks  from  the  faces  of  such  meu  if  they  should  come.  It  was  one  way  of 
expressiug  my  determination  to  resist  anything  of  that  sort.' 

Question.  Yon  did  not,  then,  disarm  any  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  Oh,  no ;  they  never  came  near  me.  I  spoke  of  disarming  some  negroes  who, 
one  Sunday,  got  into  a  quarrel  and  threatened  one  another  very  seriously. 

Question.  In  relation  to  Mr.  Lakin's  testimony,  I  want  to  ask  you  whether  you  read 
the  testimony  as  reported  by  the  regular  reporter  of  the  committee,  or  merely  a  news- 
paper report  f 

Answer.  1  was  referring  to  the  abstract  which  has  been  printed  in  the  newspapers. 
It  has  not  been  contradicted. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  contradict  generally  Mr.  Lakiu's  statements  a«  given 
in  that  abstract,  or  merely  to  refer  to  your  impressions? 

Answer.  1  only  referred  to  his  own  statements  contradicting  what  he  had  said  bore — 
his  statements  to  a  number  of  persons  in  Huntsville. 

Question.  In  what  paper  was  the  abstract  to  which  you  refer  published  ? 

Answer.  All  the  papers,  I  believe.  I  think  I  saw  it  in  the  Nashville  Banner ;  and  I 
do  not  know  but  that  it  was  copied  into  the  Huntsville  papers.  Perhaps  I  saw  it  also 
in  the  Cincinnati  Commercial. 

Question.  Was  the  statement  the  same  in  all  the  pikers  t 

Answer,  It  was  the  Associated  Press  telegraphic  report.    That  is  my  recollection  of  it. 

Question,  Yon  said  that  Mi*.  Lakiu  was  an  intermeadler,  doing  offensive  things.  Now, 
what  are  we  to  understand  by  '*  intermeddling?" 

Answer.  I  mentioned  as  an  illustration  the  case  of  the  colored  minister  Hsuuer,  who 
came  to  Alabama  t.o  organize  his  church.  I  have  been  told  that  it  was  Mr.  Lakin's 
influence  that  compelled  him  to  leiwe ;  that  he  wont  away  in  consequence  of  intimida- 
tion and  threats. 

Question.  When  Mr.  Hamer  went  there,  to  what  place  did  he  go  ? 

Answer.  To  Huntsville.  The  colored  people  had  held  church  m  a  building  there.  It 
may  have  been  that  the  congregation  all  wont  over  under  the  seductive  eloqueace 
of  Mr.  Lakin;  but  at  any  rate  the  organization  was  disbanded  ;  ihe  southern  cokiced 
church  there  was  broken  up  by  his  influence,  and  the  building  taken  possessioa  q£ 

Question.  Was  there  any  violence  done  ? 

Ansicer.  Hamer  was  threatened  with  violence,  as  I  was  informed.  I  do  not  state  any- 
thing about  the  matter  from  personal  knowledge. 

Question.  You  said  you  were  at  a  four  days*  meeting  held  bv  Mr.  Lakin. 

Anmcer.  I  did  not  say  I  was  there.  I  said  ho  held  a  four  clays*  meeting  in  a  nart  ot 
my  district. 
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QueaUon,  And  yon  were  there  ? 

Ansvcer.  I  coald  bear  them  siugiug  aud  preaching 

Qiteation,  From  your  residence  T  « 

Anmcer.  No  j  from  where  I  was  sojouminc. 

Question,  Did  you  sav  you  spoke  to  some  Kn-Elux  or  f  omu  boys  who  were  threatening 
to  Ku-Klux  somebody  T 

Answer.  Tbey  did  not  threaten  to  Ku-Klux  anybody.  I  had  heard  there  had  been 
some  Ku-Kluxiug,  some  whippiuff,  either  of  white  men  who  lived  in  concubinage  with 
black  women,  or  vice  versa.  1  did  not  know  whether  these  boys  were  Ku-KInx.  They 
were  young  fellows  and  pretty  wild,  such  material  as  I  inferred  made  up  the  Ku-Klux — 
latterly  at  any  rate.  I  said  I  hoped  nothing  of  that  kind  would  occur.  Some  stories 
about  Mr.  Lakiu  had  preceded  his  coming  there^  aud  I  said  I  hoped  nothing  of  that 
kind  would  ever  occur. 

Question.  How  many  .of  those  young  men  were  there  f 

Answer.  Half  a  dozen,  or  two  or  three,  just  as  I  casually  met  them. 

Question.  Did  you  say  this  at  different  times  f 

Ansrcer.  No,  sir ;  Just  once,  perhaps.  I  know  that  I  must  have  made  that  rematk, 
because  my  competitor  stopped  me  m  one  of  my  speeches,  and  wanted  to  know  if  I  had 
said  that  I  hopeo  they  would  not  Ku-Klux  him  till  he  got  out  of  the  county.  I  never 
had  stated  any  such  thing.  K  anybody  had  threatened  to  Ku-Klux  him,  I  would  have 
told  them  not  to  do  it ;  I  would  not  have  peri^itted  it  under  any  circumstances. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  being  obliged  to  vote  at  a  back  window,  when  black  men 
voted  at  the  front  door :  did  you  want  to  vote  at  the  front  door,  or  try  to  do  sot 

Answer.  I  did  not  undertake  to  vote  at  the  front  window ;  I  saw  that  the  black  men's 
votes  were  being  received  there,  and  I  was  told  that  my  vote  would  be  received  at  the 
otber  place ;  so  I  put  my  vote  in  at  the  back  window. 

Question,  Was  it  not  just  as  convenient  for  you  to  vote  there  as  at  any  otber  place  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  had  to  go  behind  the  house,  as  it  were,  in  order  to  vote  there. 

Question.  What  was  the  inconvenience  of  going  round  f 

Answer.  The  inconvenience  was  that  it  was  a  discrimination  very  largely,  as  I  thought, 
In  favor  of  my  '^  colored  brethren,"  and  obliging  me  to  go  further  around  than  I  wanted 
bo  go  just  at  that  time. 

Question.  How  far  was  it  back  to  where  you  voted  f 

Answer,  Well,  the  distance  was  not  so  important ;  but  you  will  understand  there  was 
ft  discrtmination  made,  and  the  colored  man  was  allowed  greater  privileges  than  the 
white ;  it  was  a  freer  snffi*age  to  him  in  one  sense  than  it  was  to  us. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  colored  men  voted  at  one  poll  and  the  white 
men  at  another  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  both  voted  at  the  same  poll,  but  the  receptacle  for  the  black 
men's  votes  was  the  front  window,  while  the  white  men's  votes  were  received  at  the 
back  window. 

Question.  Were  there  two  sets  of  election  officers  f 

xinswer.  No,  sir:  the  sheriff  in  charge  of  the  election,  I  believe,  received  the  votes  and 
handed  them  to  the  inspector.  He  could  receive  a  vote  at  one  window,  and  then  turn 
round  and  go  to  the  other  window. 

Question.  Walking  clear  across  the  house? 

Answer.  In  a  little  country  precinct,  the  people  do  not  vote  very  rapidly.  I  do  not 
think  that  more  thau  fifty  or  sixty  votes  were  received  there. 

Question.  This  was  not  at  a  court-house  t 

Answer.  No  ;  it  was  at  a  shed  addition  to  a  country  store. 

Question.  You  said,  I  believe,  that  the  people  at  the  North  would  not  tolerate  for  a 
moment  local  officers  such  as  you  have  down  there  f 

Answer.  I  said  that  they  would  not  tolerate  such  persons  as,  with  rare  exceptions,  were 
chosen  at  that  election  by  the  failure  of  the  white  people  to  vote. 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  would  resist  by  violence  the  action  of  officers  of  that 
kindt 

Ansxctr.  I  believe  that  in  the  county  of  Ontario,  New  York,  they  would  not  tolerate 
at  all  such  officers  as  we  have  had ;  a  sheriff,  for  instance,  who  could  not  make  a  return 
of  process  intelligibly. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  people  of  the  North  would  resist  violently  the  action  of 
such  officers  f 

Answer.  I  think  that  such  an  officer  as  that  sheriff  would  be  turned  out  in  some  way 
I  have  a  very  good  opinion  of  you,  sir,  aud  I  rather  incline  to  think  that  you  would  re- 
sist that  kind  of  thing. 

Question.  Yon  said  something'  about  promises  of  mules  and  lands  by  the  republicans 
Do  the  democrats  always  tell  the  truth  when  they  are  making  political  speeches  f 

Anstser.  If  you  put  that  to  me  personally,  I  will  say  that,  so  far  as  they  are  repre- 
sented by  me,  they  do. 

Question.  1  do  not  mean  to  put  the  question  personally,  of  course. 

Answer.  Ko ;  I  think  democrats  are  fallible  j  1  think  they  do  make  mistakes. 
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QitesHon,  Well,  if  any  sach  thing  was  saidi  clo  yon  not  regard  it  ^  being  a  more ' 
tioneeriug  dodge  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  it  hi^  its  influence  on  the  colored  i>eople. 

Qiiesiion.  A  serious  influence  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  a  serious  influence.  The  colored  man  was  disi^tpointod.  There  was, 
beyond  doubt',  that  kind  of  talk.  You  recollect  this  man  Callis,  who  was  here  in  Coii- 
greto  once,  and  who  was  in  some  way  implicated,  I  beiieve,  in  the  side  of  cadetit^^ ; 
at  least  there  was  an  intimation  of  that.  Such  a  man  would  teU  those  fellows  tmit 
forty  acres  and  a  mule  would  be  grained  by  taking  a  particular  course  politically.  I  do 
not  know  that  he  did  say  anything  of  that  kind,  but  it  would  be.very  charaeterietio 
of  him.  It  was  generallv  received  a»  something  promised ;  and  it  was  not  altogetiier 
witliout  plansibiuty.  Whv  do  you  discriminate  in  your  legislation  a^nst  the  Soath, 
aud  tie  up  tbe  public  lands  there  so  that  they  cannot  be  bought  as  they  can  in  oQur 
sections  ?  Why  have  yon  adopted  as  to  tbe  South  the  restriction  of  eighty  acres  f 
What  was  that  for  f .  Mr.  Wendell  Phillips  came  out  in  a  very  elaborate  article,  in 
which  he  suggested  that  negroes  should  not  only  have  their  eighty  acres  or  fi^ty  tumm, 
whichever  it  was,  but  a  cottage,  all  furnished  to  hand ! 

Question .  When  did  he  say  that  f 

Answer,  Last  year.  I  saw  it  published  over  his  signature  in  the  Anti-Sl^Ter^r 
Standard. 

Question,  Do  you  think  it  had  a  bad  e^Eect  in  your  section  of  the  country  ? 

Answer,  It  had  a  good  efiect  on  some  of  the  voters  for  me.  I  read  it  pretty 
effectively. 

QutsUon,  Do  yon  think  it  had  any  effect  in  making  the  Ku-Klux  more  Timlenty  or  in 
stirring  up  the  black  men  f 

Anstcer,  No ;  I  think  the  black  man  is  behaving  himself  now  very  well. 

Question,  You  said  something  about  a  Colonel  Snirk,  of  Peru  f 

Answer,  1  only  mentioned  his  name  from  recollection.  There  was  a  Captain  Shirk  in 
the  Navy ;  and  perhaps  my  recollection  may  be  confused  as  to  the  name.  I  will  try  to 
get  the  correct  name. 

Question,  What  was  he  doing  down  there  f    What  office  did  he  hold  f 

Answei'.  He  held  no  office ;  he  was  a  more  visitor. 

Question,  Did  ho  profess  to  know  Mr.  Lakin  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  believe  he  did.    He  did  not  to  me,  for  I  never  saw  the  man. 

Question,  Do  you  know  how  long  he  was  t^re  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  said  something  about  a  Mr.  Van  Yalkenbnrg  t 

Answer,  He  is  my  informant. 

Questiofi,  Was  he  from  Peru  f 

Answer,  No,  air ;  I  do  not  know  but  he  may  be  from  Indiana. 

Question,  Is  not  tbe  town  of  Peru  in  Indiana  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  is  in  Illinois. 

Question,  There  is  a  Pern  in  Indiana. 

Answer,  I  did  not  know  it. 

Question,  I  think  Mr.  Lakin  said  he  was  from  Peru,  Indiana. 

Answer,  Well,  I  may  be  mistaken  upon  that  point. 

Question,  Where  is  Mr.  Van  Yalkenbnrg  now  f 

Answer,  In  Huntsville.    His  name  is  John  Van  Yalkenbnig. 

Question.  What  did  ho  say  t  • 

Answer,  He  said  that  Mr.  Shirk,  or  this  gentleman,  whatever  his  name  was,  who  cams 
from  Peru,  said  that  Mr.  Lakin  was  under  a  cloud  of  some  sort  ecclesiastically :  that 
he  ran  for  some  office— school  commissioner  or  something  of  that  kind — fuid  owing  i^ 
his  being  under  this  cloud  he  got  hardly  any  votes. 

Question,  I  understood  yon  to  say  that  Mr.  Lakin's  mission,  as  you  thought,  was 
political  as  well  as  religions,  and  that  it  was  difficult  to  separate  the  two.  Do  yoa 
think  that  was  the  case  f 

Anstcer,  1  think  that  his  mission  was  very  much  mixed.  I  do  not  see  whv,  as  a  min> 
i8t<er,  he  should  have  selected  a  man  like  myself  for  comment  in  a  political  si>eech  to 
his  congregation,  especially  as  I  had  been  a  Union  man  all  the  way  through.  I  only 
heard  this  incident  recently. 

Question,  You  spoke  about  southern  men  not  fraternizing  or  associating  on  terms  of 
social  equality  with  men  who  associate  freely  with  the  colored  people  t 

Answer,  Who  associate  as  equals  with  the  colored  people  socially. 

Question.  Have  not  certain  white  men  down  ther^  been  the  fatheis  of  oolorcd 
children  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  that  frequently. 

Question.  Do  the  people  there  repudiate,  socially,  white  men  who  have  become  Hie 
fathers  of  colored  cuUdren  T 
Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  they  do.    That  is  a  different  thing.    The  man  who  doea 
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tbat  commits  an  offense  admittedly  and  lu^nst  Ids  own  standards  of  morality ;  Lo  does 
not  assert  that  the  thins  is  proper ;  it  is  ^ne  by  stealth. 

QuwHon,  Has  such  a  Uiing  put  men  ander  the  ban,  socially^  in  yonr  repon  T 

Answer,  Oh,  no ;  North  or  South  it  has  not  done  that,  so  mr  as  I  have  heard. 

Queaiion,  Is  it  not  a  fact,  and  has  it  not  been  a  fkct,  that  many  of  the  most  influential 
wad  respectable  men  in  the  South  are  reputed  to  be  the  fathers  of  colored  children  f 

Amawer.  I  think  tbat  imputation  is  a  great  deal  broader  than  Justice  or  truth  would 
warrant.  I  know  that  it  is  imputed  to  them.  There  are  cases,  rery  likely,  of  young 
men  who  at  indiscreet  ages  nave  committed  such  acts;  and;  of  course,  there  are 
instancee  of  men  who  are  ha.  in  that  respect  all  through  life. 

Qne$ti&H,  You  think  it  is  a  feust  that  such  men  have  become  fathers  of  colored  children  f 

Annoer.  I  think  that  white  men  down  there  are  the  fathers  of  children  by  colored 
^women. 

Question,  Respectable  men — ^men  of  influence? 

Angwer,  Tes,  sir ;  but  it  has  not  been  practically  avowed  and  justified ;  it  is  not  done 
in  pursuance  of  an  accepted  theory. 

Question.  I  am  merely  inquiring  as  to  the  test  of  respectability  in  that  community. 
Tou  said  it  was  disreputable  there  for  a  man  to  associate  with  negroes. 

Anewer,  I  said  that  the  southern  people  never  could  be  expected  to  extend  social 
equality  to  men  who  come  down  there  and  have  colored  men  and  women  at  their 
tables. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 

QM69tfon.  As  to  northern  men  who  go  down  South  on  visits,  are  they  not  as  lax  with 
the  colored  women  as  southerners  t 
Answer,  I  reckon  so. 

ByMr.  Cobubn:' 

QitestiotL  Do  white  men  who  have  such  interoourse  with  colored  women  lose  their 
respectability  f 

Aimoer.  There  is  such  a  thing  as  being  respectable  in  ^eory  and  yet  committing 
sin.  There  is  such  a  thiuff  (ana  I  know  yon  will  agree  with  me  perfectly)  as  offending 
in  act,  yet  being  right  in  uieor^.  I,  for  one,  say  a.man  who  is  sound  in  theory  is  more 
to  be  trusted  than  a  man  wiio  simply  happens  not  to  siu,  but  has  no  correct  theories  <^ 
right.    I  want  a  man  to  have  right  theories,  even  if  he  has  not  right  praotioes. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 

Question.  I  want  you  to  give  us  some  idea  of  the  rate  of  taxation  in  your  State  as 
compared  with  what  it  formerly  was. 

Answer.  On  that  subject  I  desire  to  refer  to  information  which  I  have  here  from  an 
authentic  source,  and  which  I  know  to  be  correct,  because  it  has  been  verified  by  my 
examination.  In  1858  the  total  State  tax  of  Madison  County,  (the  county  in  which  I 
live,)  from  all  sources,  was  $23,417  63.  In  1870  tka  total  State  tax  of  Madison  County 
was  not  lees  than  |65,000,  nutde  up  as  follows : 

Tax  on  real  estate |51,445  30 

Tax  on  personal  property 8,471  75 

Tax  on  licenses,  polls,  insurance,  &c.,  estimated  at 5,082  95 

The  estimate  of  taxes  fbr  polls^  Insurance,  &c.,  is  a  low  one,  and  the  probability  is 
that  the  aggregate  will  in  fact  fall  but  little  below  |70,000.  The  total  State  tax  on 
land  in  M^sou  County  in  1858  was  $7,213 10 ;  in  1870,  it  was  $51,445  30— a  difference 
of  $44,232  20.  In  other  words,  the  total  tax  paid  on  land  in  our  county  in  1870  was 
more  than  seven  times  what  it  was  in  1858.  And  before  the  war  we  had  over  thirteen 
thousand  slaves  in  the  county,  worth  not  less  than  $8,000,000 — a  sum  fully  equal  to  the 
value  of  all  the  taxable  property  now  in  the  county.  My  taxes  last  year  were  three 
times  as  great  as  the  year  previous ;  in  other  words,  they  were  trebled — ^I  will  not  say 
within  one  year,  but  within  two  years. 

Question.  Has  there  been  a  similar  increase,  as  a  rule,  in  all  the  counties  of  your 
State? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir:  that  is  my  impression.    This  great  increase  of  taxation  is  the  com 
mon  complaint.    But  the  taxes  now,  I  am  informed,. are  less. 

Question.  Since  the  new  State  government  has  been  elected  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  so  I  understood. 

Question,  You  have  enumerated  simply  the  State  tax  in  your  county.  What  is  the 
oonnty  tax ;  has  that  been  increased  in  a  similar  proportion?  • 

Ansujer,  It  is  very  large ;  I  have  not  a  statement  of  that.  Men  from  Montgomery 
would  be  much  better  informed  upon  this  subject  of  taxation  than  myself 

Question,  As  you  are  a  tax-payer  there  you  must  know  something  about  the  rate  of 
taxation  for  county  purposes — whetlior  it  has  increased  in  the  same  proportion. 

Answer,  The  county  taxes  have  increased  very  much ;  but  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
increase  has  been  in  the  same  proportion. 


^ 
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By  the  Chairman,  (Bir.  Poland  :) 

Quetttion,  Has  this  increased  taxation  in  yoor  State  famished  in  any  form  the  oooa- 
sion  for  any  acts  of  violence  1 

Answer.  Well,  it  is  amonc  the  causes  of  complaint.  It  might  be  associated  with  acta 
of  violence.   -I  have  never  heard  act«  of  violence  attribnted  to  that  cause. 

Question.  In  any  case  of  the  milawfal  violation  of  person  or  property  in  your  State, 
has  the  ezcnse  for  it,  so  far  as  yon  know,  been  the  increase  of  taxaitionf 

Armoer.  I  have  never  beard  of  it. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  17,  1871. 

WILLIAM  H.  FORNEY  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  As  this  witness  has  been  called  by  yon,  Mr.  Blair, 
you  will  please  commence  his  examination. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  State  where  yon  reside,  how  long  yon  have  resided  there,  and  any  officim] 
position  which  you  may  occupy  ay  the  present  time. 

Answer.  I  am  from  Alabama,  the  town  of  Jacksonville,  in  the  county  of  Calhotm;  1 
have  resided  therefor  over  thirty-five  years.  I  do  not  hold  any  official  position  at  this 
time,  but  I  am  engaji^ed  in  the  practice  of  the  law,  and  practice  i&  live  or  six  oountiee. 

Question.  In  that  circuit  t 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  practice  in  all  in  that  drouit  and  one  county  more. 

QutsiioH.  Among  the  objects  that  this  committee  has  in  view,  one  is  to  ascertain  as 
far  as  possible  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  Southern  States  in  respect  lo  the  protec- 
tion aud  security  of  life  and  property,  and  the  enibrcement  of  the  laws  generally. 
Please  to  state  as  far  as  you  have  any  information  or  knowledge  upon  that  subject. 

Answer.  As  I  have  stated,  I  am  frequently  in  some  five  or  six  oonnties,  aud  attend 
the  courts  regularly.  I  am  satisfied  that  any  person  who  visits  that  country  is  safe  in 
his  person,  and  that  the  law  is  rigidly  enforoed  there ;  I  might  say  that  all  are  safe  in 
their  persons  aaid  property. 

Question.  What  are  those  eonnties  in  which  yon  practice  t 

Answer.  Cleburne,  Calhoun,  Cherokee,  Etowah,  and  St.  Clair  in  my  circuit ;  and  then 
I  practice  in  De  Kalb  and  Talladega,  but  not  so  much  as  in  these  other  ooimties;  theae 
are  the  counties  composing  the  twelfth  judicial  circuit. 

Question.  Is  there  any  secret  organization  of  disguised  persons  whose  purpose  is  to 
resist  the  law  f 

Ansteer.  There  is  no  organization  there  to  resist  the  law.  In  my  county  bands  a€ 
disguised  men  have  appeiu^  on  several  occasions,  in  numbers  ranging  from  five  or  six 
to  probably  as  high  as  fifty ;  they  appear  in  disguise ;  but  I  do  not  Mieve  that  th^ 


those  that  they  whipped  were  offensive  to  the  people  from  the  fact  that  they  regarded 
them  as  drones  in  society,  and  thieves,  rascals,  persons  who  paid  no  attention  to  or  took 
no  interest  in  the  care  of  thoir  families ;  persons  who  visited  bawdy  houses,  and  rather 
kept  that  kind  of  people.  Those  places  have  been  Aisited  and  the  people  chastised. 
Ne^oes  who  made  their  living  entirely  by  thieving  have  frequently  been  whipped. 
This  organization  does  not  seem  to  pay  any  respect  to  persons.  Wherever  a  man  of  that 
character  appears,  whether  white  or  blaoK,  they  would  whip  him ;  but  they  do  nothing 
more  than  to  whip  him. 

Question.  It  had  no  political  consequence  t 

Answer.  None  in  the  world.  The  last  one  the^  gave  an  order  to  was.  a  democrat.  I 
do  not  think  the  parties  who  compose  the  organization  know  much  about  politics,  and 
they  do  not  care  much  about  politics.  I  do  not  think  the  politicians  of  the  country 
have  anything  to  do  with  it;  leading  politicians  of  the  country  are  opposed  to  it. 

Question.  We  have  had  here  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Parsons  in  reference  to  a  case  oi 
violence  that  occurred  in  Calhoun,  at  Cross  Plains ;  the  occurrence  took  place  in  167% 
and  there  was  subsequently  an  inquiry  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  State  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  the  one  I  alluded  to  as  the  exceptional  case  where  there  was 
violence  done. 

Question.  I  wish  ^on  would  give  us  an  account  of  that  case,  and  what  connectioa 
you  had  with  it. 

Answer.  I  was  an  attorney  for  some  eight  or  ten  young  men  who  were  arrested  upott 
a  warrant  issued  by  Judge  Peters.    Judge  Peters  was  selected  by  the  governor  of   * 
State  to  investigate  that  matter  thoroughly ;  he  is  one  of  the  associate  justices  of 
supreme  court.    The  justices  of  the  supremo  court  have  jurisdiction  all  over  the 
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State;  the  circuit  judges  have  jurisdiction' only  in  their  respective  circuits.  It  was 
tbooffht  necessary  to  have  a  judge  -whose  jurisdiction  extended  over  the  State,  in  order 
to  bring  up  witnesses  from  any  portion  of  the  State.  That  was  the  excuse  given  for 
selecting  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court.  The  investigation  commenced  in  August,  and 
lasted  two  months ;  during  that  investigation  I  suppose  one  hundred  and  twenty  or 
one  hundred  and  thl^y  witnesses  were  examined,  and  at  least  seven  hundred  or  eight 
hundred  foolscap  pages  of  testimony  wore  written  down.  Grovemor  Parsons  repre- 
sented the  State :  ne  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  first  lawyers  in  the  State.  I  was  there 
J  resent  all  the  time.  The  evidence  tended  to  establish  this  fact,  that  on  the  10th  of 
uly 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  In  what  year? 

Ansioer,  The  evening  of  the  10th  of  July,  1870 ;  a  difficulty  occurred  between  a  young 
white  man,  who  is  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  of  the  name  of  Patrick  Craig,  and  a 
negro  boy,  about  some  trivial  boyish  matter ;  they  got  into  a  difficulty  and  had  a  fight. 
There  were  a  great  many  white  persons  and  colored  persons  around,  but  no  one  partici- 
pated in  the  fight.  About  the  time  it  was  all  over  the  southern  train  came  up,  and 
the  firemen  on  the  southern  train,  black  men,  made  some  demonstration  to  take  part  in 
the  fight.  That  was  resisted  by  the  white  men  around  there,  but  nothing  grew  out  of 
it.  It  was  a  small  matter,  nothing  serious ;  I  do  not  suppose  the  white  boy  oc  the 
negro  was  very  seriously  injured ;  they  got  up  near  a  wood-pile  and  threw  some  billot-s 
of  wood  at  each  other.  No  one  paid  any  attention  to  it.  The  boy  ran  o£f  towards 
Paytona ;  that  is  a  depot  of  the  Selma  Bailroad,  and  is  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
from  Cross  Plains.  At  Paytona  there  is  a  large  number  of  employ^  belonging  to  the 
railroad,  mostly  negroes.  I  suppose  there  would  be  one  hundred  and  fiity  negroes 
t^re,  probably  of  all  ages  and  sexes,  and  perhaps  fifty  men.  Nothing  more  was 
tiioag^t  about  the  matter  until  about  9  o'clock  at  night.  There  is  a  negro  there  by 
the  name  of  Oliver  Duke,  who  waa  regarded  in  that  country  as  a  democratic  negro, 
and  not  very  popular  with  his  color  on  that  account.  Near  the  village  of  Cross  Plains 
is  a  little  place  called  Tobetown,  but  really  a  part  of  the  town ;  it  takes  its  name  from 
the  chief  negro  who  lives  there.  I  suppose  there  are  five  or  six  cabins  there,  all  occu- 
pied by  eolored  people.  This  Oliver  I)uke  came  firom  that  place,  very  much  fright- 
ened; ho  met  a  daguerrean  artist  there,  who  was  out  htinting  for  his  family  phy- 
sician, and  said  to  him  that  he  had  seen  a  number  of  armed  negroes  in  Tobetown, 
and  he  was  satisfied  they  were  bent  on  devilment,  that  they  intended  to  do  some  mis- 
obief  that  night.  He  then  went  on  to  the  hotel  where  he  was  staying,  and  told  the 
same  to  his  employer.  This  daguerrean  artist  went  to  the  church  and  communicated 
it  to  some  persons  outside  there.  As  soon  as  the  congregation  was  dismissed^  of  course 
it  was  rumored  around  that  the  negroes  had  congregated  in  Tobetown,  with  a  view 
odf  making  an  assault.  The  women  became  very  much  frightened,  and  a  great  many 
of  them  remained  in  church ;  some  few  started  on  home,  not  believing  there  was  any- 
thing in  it.  This  boy,  Patrick  Craig,  who  had  had  the  difficulty  the  evening  before, 
in  company  with  two  boys  of  the  name  of  Keith,  and  another  Mend,  took  a  back  alley 
that  goes  to  the  house  of  Mrs.  Keith,  and  there  they  found  a  shot-gun  and  two  or  three 
pifitob,  and  with  them  came  out  into  the  street.  About  the  time  Uiey  got  into  the 
middle  ^  the  street,  the  congregation  from,the  church  was  passing  along,  but  there 
were  no  negroes  then  in  sight,  in  a  moment  eight  or  ten  or  fifteen  negro  men  came 
out  from  behind  a  blacksmith's  shop,  and  a  negro  called  out,  **  Here  tney  are,"  and 
fired  his  pistol  into  the  crowd.  Then  another  one  fired,  the  wadding  falling  among 
the  women ;  there  were  men,  women,  and  children  going  along  together.  Of  course, 
there  was  a  panic  then.  One  of  the  boys  hallooed  out,  ^^  Charge  them,''  and  rushed 
tbrou||^  the  crowd  of  chncch-going  people  and  fired  his  pistol.  From  that  they  had  a 
skirmish ;  I  suppose  th«tre  were  twenty  or  thirty  shots  fired.  The  negroee  retreated 
and  went  in  the  direction  of  Paytona.  After  getting  about  two  hundred  or  three 
fanudied  yards  they  rallied,  got  into  a  parley,  and  discussed  whether  they  should 
rettirn.  Th«y  were  rather  boisterous;  some  were  for  returning  and  fighting  it 
out,  cursing  some  of  the  others  for  being  cowards.  After  holding  a  council  of  war 
they  resolved  to  "go  down  to  Paytona  and  get  seventy-five  well-armed  men" — 
that  was  the  expressioif  the  witnesses  say  they  used — "  and  return,  and  whip  out 
and  bum  up  the  danmed  town."  That  was  said  in  the  presence  of  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Stevenson ;  he  was  a  carpenter,  and  had  the  reputation  of  being  an  honest  and 
indnstrious  man.  He  went  to  the  village,  and  there  he  found  the  people  in  consider- 
able stir,  but  not  armed.  Ho  announced  what  the  negroes  had  decided  upon,  that 
they  would  go  to  Paytona,  return  with  seventy-five  armbd  negroes,  whip  out  the 
town,  and  bum  it  up.  As  soon  as  that  was  announced,  of  course  they  commenced  to 
owuiize.  It  was  then  determined  by  the  people  that  they  would  organ iao  merely  for 
dsfense.  After  tliat  was  agreed  upon  they  Ibund  there  were  some  tweu ty  -five  or  thirty 
can|pregated,  people  firom  di£ferent  parts  of  the  village.  The  town  is  named  Cross 
Plains  uecauso  oi  the  crossing  there  of  two  public  roa3s.  Some  one  said  they  should 
•elect  some  old  man  that  would  keep  the  youths  of  the  town  from  doing  any  mischief. 
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They  called  npon  an  old  man  by  the  nmne  of  Johnson,  who  is  a  merchant  tfaMre,  a  very 
respectable  citizen,  probably  as  much  so  as  any  man  in  the  viUj^e.  He  declined  on 
account  of  his  a^^o.  Finally  tbey  succeeded  in  selecting  Major  A.  D.  Bailey,  who  is  the 
principol  of  the  male  academy  there.  Dailey  aj^rc^  to  assume  command  of  the  force 
npon  condition  that  all  would  obey  him.  Well,^ it  was  understood  that  they  would, 
and  that  they  should  act  entirely  npon  the  defensive,  that  they  should  not  leave  the 
village.  He  assumed  command,  and  sent  out  and  posted  his  pickets.  After  remaining 
there  some  length  of  time  and  hearing  nothing  from  the  enemy,  he  sent  out  some  soouts; 
they  returned  and  reported  all  quiet.  After  the  thing  had  calmed  down  and  become  qniist 
they  sent  a  party  of  young  men  up  to  Tobetown,  to  ascertaiu  who  tJiie  negroes  were 
who  were  in  the  place.  From  a  negro  woman  living  there  they  got  the  names  of  about 
ten  who  were  up  there  that  night.  They  took  a  list  of  the  names,  and  about  2  o'clock, 
as  the  northern  train  was  going  towards  Pay tona,  Major  Bailey  tboaght  it  beet  to  go 
on  the  train  and  go  down  tro  road,  in  order  that  no  one  of  those  ten  whose  names 
were  on  the  list  should  escape.  He  took  eight  or  t-en  men,  and  stationed  them  along, 
and  gave  them  directions  to  let  no  one  get  on  the  train  whose  name  had  been  furnished 
them.  It  tnmed  out  that  no  person  of  any  kind  attempted  to  get  on  the  train  that 
night.  Afber  the  train  left,  one  of  the  employes,  of  Hbe  attach^,  of  the  railroad,  oame 
to  M^or  Bailey  and  told  him  that  there  was  a  wounded  negro  in  one  of  the  cabins. 
Bailey  went  there  with  his  friends  and  found  out  that  the  negro  had  been  wonoded 
with  squirrel  shot.  The  negro  finally  admitted  that  he  was  with  the  party  who  had 
made  the  attack  on  the  town  there,  and  Bailey  then  told  him  that  he  must  go  with 
them.  It  was  then  getting  about  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  I  suppose.  Bailey  told  the 
negro  that  he  would  not  bo  hurt,  but  they  wanted  him  up  there,  as  he  was  one  of  the 
party  that  was  in  the  attack ;  and,  in  addition  to  that,  they  wanted  to  get  inionnation 
as  to  who  really  were  the  other  persons.  The  citizens  bad  met  and  had  sent  a  runner 
to  Jacksonville,  where  the  sheriff  resided,  with  a  request  for  him  to  come  up  in  the 
morning  and  have  the  matter  investigated.  About  the  time  Bailey  was  sending  off 
this  wounded  negro  some  of  the  boys  of  his  party  came  to  him  and  told  him  that  there 
were  a  number  of  negroes  advancing  upon  them.  He  ran  out  and  halted  them ;  he 
could  hear  the  click  of  their  pistols.  Bailey  announced  to  them  that  they  must  not 
advance  any  further,  and  they  made  no  further  attempt  to  advance.  Soon  thereafter 
two  other  negroes  came  from  another  direction ;  th^  were  ordered  to  halt,  but  befon 
doing  so  they  clicked  their  pistols  and  snapped.  A  boy  by  the  name  of  Keith,  I  tbdnk, 
shot  at  them,  and  hit  a  negro,  who  turned  out  to  be  a  negro  by  the  name  of  Jacob 
Moore.  They  took  him  aod  carried  him  back  to  the  village,  Bailey  stopping  those  who 
were  approaching  and  giving  orders  to  his  men  not  to  fire,  that  there  must  be  no 
shooting.  He  brought  up  the  rear,  driving  his  own  party  ahead,  and  hallooing 
to  the  negroes  near  by,  some  five  or  six  as  it  was  reported,  not  to  come  any  fmv 
ther.  They  did  so,  and  there  the  matter  ended.  During  the  night  they  had  sent 
runners  in  various  directions,  asking  the  people  to  come  in  and  protect  them.  One 
man  had  sone  I  suppose  ten  or  fifteen  miles,  and  by  daybreak  he  had  come  back  with 
twenty  white  men.  Uunners  were  sent  in  other  directions,  and  by  sunrise  the  next 
morning  I  suppose  there  were  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  persons  from  the  countnr  who 
had  come  in  armed.  They  believed  there  had  been  an  attack  on  the  town,  and  tbej 
thought  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  come  in  and  protect  the  people.  The  bailiff  of 
the  beat  and  the  justice  of  the  peace  were  sent  for;  regular  affidavits  and  witfrants 
were  issued.  The  ^Bxky  there  returned  to  Pajrtona  for  the  purpose  of  arrestii^  the 
negroes  whose  names  had  been  furnished  them.  A  white  boy  by  the  name  ofKeith 
said  that  there  was  a  white  man  in  the  crowd,  that  he  thought  lie  had  seen  him.  When 
they  got  to  Paytona,  as  they  were  passing  along  by  the  house  of  a  white  man  by  the 
name  of  William  C.  Luke,  a  Canadian,  who  was  teaching  school  there,  this  white  hoy 
pointed  him  out  as  the  man  that  he  thought  he  saw  the  night  previous.  They  had  so 
warrant  for  him,  but  they  told  him  of  the  fact,  and  he  said  he  was  willing  to  go  with 
them  and  have  the  matter  investigated ;  and  he  went  on  t<o  the  village ;  I  suppose  s 
great  many  negroes  were  carried  up  as  witnesses,  and  some  ten  or  twelve  as  prtsouei& 
They  had  an  investigation  before  Justice  Neighbors;  a  large  number  of  people  had  con- 
gregated to  hear  it.  The  investi^tion  ended  a  littlo  Ijefore  sundown,  and  thc^ 
adjourned  over  until  the  next  morning.  The  sheriff  was  directed  by  the  justice  to  get 
a  sufficient  guard  to  hold  ^e  prisoners  until  next  morning,  ^me  believed  that  they 
might  be  rescued  from  them ;  that  the  negroes  would  rescue  them  that  night.  The 
sheriff  summoned  some  eight  or  ten^rsons  for  that  purpose.  Abont  night-fall  it  was 
announced  that  one  of  the  negroes  who  was  considered  as  a  party  engEigeiil  in  theaffiur 
of  the  night  before,  was  down  at  Paytona ;  and  the  deputy  sheriff  oraered  some  yooog 
men  to  go  down  there  and  arrest  him.  In  doing  so,  when  they  got  near  Paytona,  they 
discovered  a  little  negro  boy  running  down  to  a  place  called  the  tank ;  they  overtook 
him  and  asked  him  where  he  was  going ;  he  said  ne  was  going  to  tell  Jim  Hnghea^  the 
negro  they  were  after,  to  leave.  They  asked  him  who  tola  him  to  do  that :  and  be 
said  that  William  Hall  told  him  so.  By  that  time  tliey  came  to  William  Hairs 
and  the  white  men  arrested  him. 
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By  Mr.  Blaik  : 

QuesUan,  Was  be  a  negro  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  negro.  They  delivered  him  to  the  sheriflf,  and  said,  "  This  is  not 
one  of  the  party  that  "wo  were  sent  fon  but  he  gave  information  to  Jim  Hughes,  the 
party  wo  were  after,  to  leave,  and  we  thought  he  ou^ht  to  be  taken  up  for  doing  that ;" 
the  depnty  sheriff  said,  **  Put  him  upon  the  stand  with  the  balance,'/  and  they  did  so. 
That  niffhtj  about  12  o'clock,  some  disguised  men  came  into  the  town  and  took  off  Wil- 
liam C.  Lute,  the  three  colored  men.  and  William  Hall,  carried  them  out  some  distance 
from  the  town,  and  hung  them.  Alter  that,  the  governor  sent  Judge  Petere  to  ascer- 
tain who  the  parties  were.  Governor  Smith  was  there,  and  General  Crawford  was 
there,  with  a  squadron  of  cavalry  and  a  company  of  soldiers,  to  see  that  the  matt<er 
shontd  be  thoroughly  investigated. 

Question.  In  this  attack  by  the  negroes  upon  the  congregation  that  came  out  of  the 
church  was  there  anything  serious  t 

Answer.  No  one  was  hit ;  I  noticed  where  I  could  see  some  of  the  shot  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  street  from  where  they  were.  After  examining  all  sides,  both  parties,  the 
impression  made  upon  my  mind  at  the  time  was  that  ei^ht  or  ten  negroes  had  gone  up 
into  that  town  with  a  view  of  getting  into  a  difficulty  with  Craig  and  his  friends ;  that 
in  passing  down  the  street — it  was  a  bright  moonshiu;^  night — tliey  saw  Craig  and  re- 
cognized him,  and  made  that  reckless  assault  by  firing  over  the  men,  women,  and 
chTldren  passing  along  the  street. 

Qiiestifm.  Their  intention  beinc  to  attack  this  boy  Craig  f 

Amirer.  To  attack  him  and  nis  accomplices,  tnere  is  no  doubt  about  that ;  and  in 
doing  so,  they  fired  over  the  people.  The  impression  niade  upon  the  citizens  of  Cross 
Plains  was  that  they  had  fired  right  into  the  crowd.  I  am  satisfied  they  never  would 
have  been  hun^  if  the  people  had  known  it  was  a  mere  fisht  between  the  colored  men 
and  the  white  Doys.  But  that  day,  in  the  investigation,  there  were  no  attorneys  there ; 
Mr.  Luke,  the  wliite  man,  examined  the  witnesses.  The  impression  was  still  left  upon 
the  minds  of  the  people,  for  I  know  it  reached  me,  that  the  negroes  had  made  a  reckleta 
assault,  a  murderous  attack,  upon  white  people  returning  from  the  church. 

QuesHon,  Women  and  children  t 

An9tter.  Yes,  sir ;  men,  women,  and  children.  And  no  doubt  the  persons  who  were 
there  that  day  lust  resolved  that  they  would  take  the  law  in  their  own  hands  and  bang 
thc^ ;  they  believed  that  in  doing  so  they  were  protecting  themselves  in  their  persons 
ana  property ;  that  this  was  an  outrage,  and  it  was  looked  upon  as  a  murderous  attack, 
Tmcallcd  for  and  reckless ;  and  that  that  kind  of  conduct  should  be  met  in  the  same 
way ;  and  so  they  hung  them.  I  do  not  suppose  that  any  person  in  the  village,  or,  at 
least,  I  will  say  that  nmeteen-twentieths  of  them  honestly  believed  it  was  an  attack 
Tipon  the  people  promiscuously,  and  not  intended  merely  for  those  boys. 

Question.  In  the  proceeding  which  was  had  before  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court,  did  he  make  any  finding  or  come  to  any  conclusion  in  reference  to  it  f 

Anaicer.  Yes,  sir.  We  commenced  on  three  or  four  at  first,  and  by  the  time  we  closed 
I  think  they  bad  nine  arrested  for  murder. 

Question.  Nine  citizens  of  the  towut 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Most  of  the  persons  they  arrested  were  there  that  night,  were  pre- 
sent when  the  disguised  men  carried  off  &ese  persons  j  three  or  four  of  them  were 
^roards.  Governor  Parsons  took  up  the  idea  that  Uiey  were  pwlicmarcrinmia ;  be 
thought  that  all  the  guards  were  particeps  criminis.  Judge  Peters  discharged  £iye  and 
admitted  the  balance  to  bail  for  a  very  small  amount,  which  was  enough  to  show  that 
lie  did  not  believe  that  they  had  anytning  to  do  with  it.  But  during  this  investigation 
it  "was  shown  that  some  of  them  had  probably  whipped  negroes:  that  was  really  proved 
on  them ;  that  they  had  been  seen  in  disguise,  and liad  chastised  some  negroes.  I  never 
"was  able  to  ascertain  whether  the  judge  bound  them  over,  although  they  drew  up  the 
^bond,  to  answer  to  the  indictment  in  regard  to  William  C.  Luke  and  others;  I  thuik 
lie  bound  them  over  to  answer  to  some  of  the  other  charges,  for  in  writing  up  nia 
opinion  he  embraced  some  eight  or  nine  offenses  they  had  been  guilty  of.  The  grand 
Jury  afterwards  ignored  the  bill,  except  ags^st  one  man. 
Question,  Was  he  ever  tried  ? 

^Answer.  No,  sir ;  be  is  represented  as  being  in  Georgia.  There  was  only  one  witness 
Tcbo  testified  relative  to  bun,  and  upon  inquiry  k  was  found  out  that  he  was  in  the 
State  of  Georgia  at  the  time,  and  could  prove  that  he  was,  and  they  made  no  attempt 
to  arrest  him. 

Question.  Upon  whose  testimony  wrfs  this  bill  found  t 

Anmcer.  This  bill  was  found  upon  the  testimony  of  Lewis  M.  Force,  who  came  down 
tHere  during  the  investigation  for  the  purpose,  as  he  said,  of  getting  some  troops  to 
liave  a  man,  who  had  been  arrested  for  a  rape  upon  his  daughter,  removed  from  the 
county  of  Cherokee  to  the  county  of  Calhoun,  as  they  regarded  the  Calhoun  jail  as  the 
saf^r  one.  Being  examined,  he  said  that  this  Georfrian^  by  the  name  of  Johnson,  had 
tdld  hlA  that  he  did  it.  Wo  made  inquiries  about  Force,  and  found  out  that  he  was  a 
man  of  no  standing ;  that  he  told  this  great  tale  upon  Johnson,  and  that  he  left  Georgia 

30 


i66        CONDITION   OF  AFFAIRfi   IN  TflE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

after  shooting  Johnson,  had  cone  into  Johnson's  town  and  shot  hiin;  Johnson  was  then 
in  a  dangerous  condition.    He  did  not  testify  against  any  parties  who  were  on  triaL 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question,  That  Force  himself  had  shot  Johnson?    . 

Awtwer.  Yea,  sir  ;  I  suppose,  as  that  is  mentioned,  I  had  better  explain  how  Force 
came  to  ijioot  Johnson.  Force  was  anxious  to  arrest  a  party  by  the  name  of  West, 
whom  he  accused  of  having  committed  a  rape  upon  his  daughter. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Was  West  a  white  manf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Force  called  upon  Johnson  to  assist  him :  Johnson  represented  to 
him  that  he  belonged  to  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  and  that  he  would  aid  to  arrest  him  if  he 
would  pay  him ;  Force  agreed  lo  pay  so  much  to  any  person  who  would  arrest  this 
man  Vfest,  probably  $100  or  $150.  West„  I  think,  had  been  arrested  and  had  esoaped, 
and  he  wanted  to  rearrest  him;  this  is  what  I  learned  from  Force,  and  from  an  inrosti- 
gation  into  the  matter  to  see  whether  the  State  of  Alabama  shoidd  make  a  reqtiisiftioa 
for  Johnson.   Johnson  and  Force  met  seversd  nights ;  Johnson  was  to  get  this  nmn  to 
a  particular  place,  and  Force  was  to  be  there  and  seize  him.    Well,  they  met  <hi  two  or 
three  nights,  and  of  course  Johnson  did  not  bring  him  up,  but  would  always  make 
some  excuse.  Finally,  Force  says  that  he  agreed  to  join  the  organization ;  he  sead  that 
Johnson  then  told  him  about  the  nature  of  the  organization ;  that  ho  himself  belonged 
to  it ;  that  there  was  hieadquarters  in  Atlanta,  with  a  large  number  of  men  in  CSeorgia, 
and  with  headquarters  in  Alabama ;  he  pretended  to  say  that  they  had  signs  so  that 
they  could  recognize  each  other,  but  ho  did  not  give  them ;  Force  agreed  to  join,  aad 
as  Johnson  did  not  have  the  power  to  initiate,  he  was  to  meet  at  Alpine,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  take  fhe  oath  that  was  required.  Johnson  then  told  him  that  he  most  g« 
out  on  a  raid  with  him ;  so  they  got  some  ^eets  to  cover  themselves  with,  and  w«rt 
out  on  a  Ku-Klux  raid— I  think  there  were  Force,  Johnson,  and  another  person — and 
whipped  two  or  three  negroes  in  the  night,  according  to  Force's  statement.   Foree  said 
that  he  got  enough  of  it ;  that  they  had  traveled  him  all  around ;  that  all  had  got 
drunk :  he  was  asked  how  much  they  drank,  and  I  think  he  said  they  got  a  quart  at 
three  different  places :  and  that  about  daybreak  they  got  through  with  their  tramp; 
he  then  said  he  declined   to  take  their  oath;   that  he  went  up  to  Alpine,  but 
never  took  the  oath  at  all.    He  afterward,  through  the  assistance  of  Johnson,  I  think, 
got  on  the  track  of  this  man  West,  who  had  started  into  the  northern  portion  of  Ala- 
bama, and  West  was  arrested,  brought  back,  and  lodged  in  jail  in  Cherokee  County. 
Johnson,  I  understand,  called  on  Ft»rce  for  his  pay,  and  by  some  means  or  other  gol 
possession  of  a  mule  belonging  to  Force,  and  went  with  it  to  Alpine,  in  Georgia ;  Foree 
followed  him,  coming  up  with  Johnson  at  Alpine,  shot  him  down  in  the  street  with  a 
double-barreled  shot-gun,  and  then  left  and  came  down  to  Paytona,  where  the  troops 
were,  and  saw  Governor  Parsons,  and  told  him  all  that  had  occurred.    Goyemor  Par- 
sons then  put  him  xn^an  the  stand  as  a  witness.    I  noticed  him  there  8<»Be  two  weeics, 
and  had  some  suspicion  that  he  would  probably  be  made  a  witnesss.   I  inquired  of  one 
of  my  clients  if  they  had  been  talking  to  Force,  and  one  fellow  said  he  had ;  I  told  tiiem 
that  there  was  danger  in  Force,  and  that  they  must  not  talk  before  him  or  gfre  him 
any  excuse  to  say  anything  about  them.    He  had  some  Mends  to  write  up  in  the  section 
of  country  where  Force  resided,  near  Alpine,  in  Georgia,  and  we  ascertained  that  ha 
was  a  man  not  entitled  to  any  credit    When  he  was  placed  on  the  stand  he  gave  no 
evidehce  against  our  men ;  I  never  cross-examined  him,  for  X  looked  upon  it  as  Dothiof:. 
I  did  not  l^lieve  at  that  time  that  Judge  Peters  regarded  what  he  said  as  Miything: 
because  if  they  had  believed  that  this  man  Johnson  had  shot  one  of  the  negroes,  as 
Force  said  he  told  him,  that  he  was  present,  saw  the  men  shot  and  hung,  and  was  a 
party  to  it,  they  had  a  squadron' of  cavalry  there,  and  the  governor  of  Alabsona  oooM 
easily  have  made  a  requisition  upon  the  governor  of  Georgia,  and  hare  Johnsoi 
brought  there.    But  there  was  nothing  of  that  sort  done,  no  one,  as  I  conc^vedf  hav- 
ing any  confidence  in  the  statement  of  Force.    They  sent  this  squadron  of  cavaliy  into 
Randolph  County  and  brought  witnesses  ^m  there,  while  Johnson  was  not  ifm 
thirty  miles  from  there,  and  the  governor  of  Georgia  was  within  less  than  ninety 
miles,  and  the  governor  of  Alabama  was  there,  and  cotdd  have  made  the  reqiiimtkm, 
and  the  troops  could  have  enforced  it. 
Question.  No  one  gave  any  credit  to  Force's  statement  t 
Answer.  1  do  not  think  any  one  did  •  • 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  Force  testified  directly  and  pointedlT  to  the 
fndt  that  Johnson  was  at  Cross  Plains  at  the  time  of  this  riot,  and  had  himself  kilkd 
one  of  the  negroes. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Force  pointedly  testified  that  Johnson  told  him  that  he  was  presart 
at  Cross  Plains  when  Luke  and  the  negroes  were  hung,  and  that  he  gave  one  of  them 
a  "damned  good  load  through  the  head."  Now,  one  o*' the  negroes  was  shot.  Mamaa 
had  gotten  into  a  difficulty  up  there,  and  came  down  to  Cross  Plains  on  a  dran^ai 
spree  three  days  auerwara,  and  of  course  knew  exactly  what  had  been  done;  s&d 
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eoraebody  said  that  lio  probablv  got  one  of  tbe  hate  of  the  negroes,  and  went  back  to 
Georgia  and  made  this  big  talk.  It  Tvaa  proved  before  Judge  Peters,  and  Governor 
Parsons,  and  all ;  that  testimonv  \^a8  thrown  before  the  grand  jnry,  and  Force  was 
carried  before  the  grand  jnry.  And  i  have  understood  that  they  found  a  bill  against 
him,  but  I  do  not  know  tnat. 
Question^  Found  a  bill  against  Johnson? 

Anstcei'.  Yes,  sir,  upon  Forceps  testimony ;  but  there  has  never  been  anything  done 
with  it. 

Queetum.  Force  made  disclosures  in  his  testimony,  or  purported  to  do  so,  as  to  the 
organization  of  the  Ku-E[lux  Klan,  did  he  not  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  recollect  all  he  said;  one  thing  was  that  the  organization 
was  to  have  something  to  do  with  the  elections ;  he  said  to  try  and  control  the  elec- 
tions ;  but  I  am  not  clear  about  that. 
Question,  And  he  undertook  to  divulge  the  secrets  of  the  organization  throughout  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  undertook  to  show  that  there  was  an  organization  in  §ie  State 
of  Alabama  numbering  thousands,  and  an  organization  in  the  State  of  (Georgia  number- 
inff  thousands,  and  that  their  object  was  oi  a  political  nature,  to  keep  the  negro  in 
«a^|ection ;  just  a  great,  long-winded  tale. 

Question,  Was  there  any  p^>of  elicits  before  the  examining  judge  as  to  the  charac- 
ter of  this  man,  or  did  ^on  content  yourself  with  just  ascertaining  his  character  f 

Answer,  Force  in  giving  his  testimony  did  not^testify  against  the  men  I  represented  j 
I  was  not  representing  the  Ku-Klux  organization,  only  men  who  professed  to  be  inno- 
cent ;  we  were  not  ^fending  the  organization,  and  he  did  not  give  any  testimony 
against  the  men  I  represented.  I  did  not  cross-examine  him,  and  did  not  introduce 
any  testimony  to  show  what  kind  of  man  he  was,  for  I  did  not  conceive  it  necessary. 
I  must  confess  I  saw  the  investigflbon  was  rather  taking  a  political  turn,  and  I  did 
not  feel  disposed  to  go  into  that.  We  probably  would  have  done  so,  as  I  belong  to  the 
opposite  side,  but  we  did  not  for  a  long  time ;  I  saw  what  Governor  Parsons  was  up  to ; 
I  disoovered  that. 

QutsiUm,  His  object  was  to  imj^licate 

Ansvper,  Governor  Parsons^s  object  was,  as  I  conceived— of  course  he  wanted  to  ^d 
out  who  were  engaged  in  hanging  those  men,  but  at  the  same  time  he  wanted  to  show 
to  the  North  that  there  was  a  secret  organization  down  there,  having  for  its  object  to 
control  the  ne^^  vote^  or  to  prevent  them  from  voting.  In  other  words,  he  wanted  to 
get  up  something,  as  I  conceived,  for  the  northern  mind  to  feed  on ;  to  have  something 
to  keep  up  the  excitement.  My  courts  were  going  on,  and  the  fact  is,  I  did  not  have 
time  to  go  into  it.  As  an  evidence  of  that,  at  the  end  of  each  week,  I  proposed  that 
the  investigation  should  stop,  and  we  would  enter  into  a  bond  for  any  amount  his 
honor  might  indicate  for  our  appearance  at  court.  Governor  Parsons  invariably  de- 
clined, and  insisted  t^t  the  investigation  should  go  on. 

Question.  Nobody  placed  the  slightest  reliance  upon  the  evidence  of  this  man  Force  t 
Ans%ter,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  Judge  Peters  did.  Judge  Peters  was  sent  there  for 
the  purpose  of  investigating  this  matter,  and  bringing  to  justice  the  men  who  had 
committed  that  outrage.  He  was  assisted  by  the  sherin  of  the  county  and  by  General 
Crawford's  troops ;  he  had  a  squadron  of  cavalry  and  a  company  of  infantry.  If  he 
had  believed  that  this  man  Johnson  had  been  a  party  to  it,  why,  of  course  it  was  hie 
dnty  to  see  that  the  necessary  requisition  was  made  upon  the  governor  of  Georgia,  ot 
to  Imve  sent  this  cavalry  up  there  and  brought  Johnson  down,  for  he  was  not  more 
than  five  or  six  miles  across  the  line. 

Question.  There  was  no  direct  evidence  implicating  any  of  the  persons  on  trial  in 
the  crime? 

Ansioer,  None  in  the  world. —  yes,  there  was  this  negro.  Oliver  Duke,  who  testi- 
fied that  he  was  in  the  hotel,  and  that  the  leader  of  the  Klan  was  riding  a  chestnut- 
fiorrel  horse  with  a  white  face  ;  that  he  gave  a  loud  war-whoop,  and  said,  *'■  Now  foi 
Paytona,''  or  something  of  that  sort«;  I  do  not  know  that  that  was  it.  He  said  he  be- 
lieved the  man  who  gave  that  whoop  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Estee ;  I  do  not  re- 
member his  given  name ;  he  was  one  of  the  parties  on  tri^ 
Question.  He  was  one  of  the  parties  under  arrest  f 

Answer,  Yes:  well,  we  showed  that  when  they  returned  they  went  by  the  hotel  undei 
-whip  and  spur. 

Question.  That  no  such  scene  as  the  negro  described 

Answer.  That  his  halting  in  front  of  the  hotel  and  hallooing  did  not  take  place. 
Well,  I  have  got  it  into  my  heeid  that  he  was  going  to  swear,  '*  iTow  for  Paytona  f  but 
I  do  not  know  whether  he  did  or  not.  At  any  rate,  he  said  be  recognized  Estes's  norse, 
and  that  ho  knew  the  loud,  shrill  halloo  of  Estes,  and  that  he  believed  the  man  in  front, 
one  of  the  parties  on  the  trial,  .was  Estes.  To  o£foet  that  we  showed  that  when  they 
returned  finm  the  hanging  they  went  by  the  hotel  at  a  fast  gallop. 

QuestUm,  The  result  was  that  no  bill  was  found  against  any  of  these  parties  f 
Answer.  None  against  any  of  them. 

(iuestion.  And  none  against  any  other  party,  unless  against  this  maoi  Johnson,  on 
the  testimony  of  Force  T 
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Jnstefr.  He  iraB  the  only  party  impHoaitod  diiectiy. 

QueetUm.  And  notwitbstandiDg  that,  no  effort  vtaa  made  to  secnre  fak  pexvoo,  or  to 
bring  him  to  trial  t  ^ 

Answer,  None  at  all.  • 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QuesUon,  Just  there,  a  moment ;  how  long  before  the  time  Force  testified  iras  it  tlut 
he  had  shot  Johnson  f 

Answer.  It  probabW  might  have  been  three  weeks  before  that ;  but  I  think  he  dnm 
^  down  immediately  arter  he  shot  Johnson,  and  represented,  as  it  was  snppoaed  tiiat  it 
'  was  neoeaaary  for  him  to  have  protection,  that  he  did  not  know  but  they  woold  go  ibr 
him  for  shooting  Johnson. 

QueeHan,  Did  ne  suppose  at  the  time  he  left  there  that  he  had  killed  Johnsoa  f 

Anmoern  Yes,  sir ;  he  no  doubt  thought  he  had  killed  Johnson. 

QiieeHon,  And  he  reported  that  to  the  troops  T 

Answer.  I  do  iM>t  think  be  told  them  anything  about  his  shooting  Johnson  ;  be  came 
down  there  and  reported  to  the  commander  of  the  troops  that  he  wanted  troops  to  ar- 
rest West,  the  man  who  had  been  guilty  of  a  rape  upon  his  daughter,  and  ag^uost 
whom  a  true  bill  had  been  found ;  he  wanted  to  carry  nim  from  one  jail  to  the  other; 
that  can  be  done  by  makiuff  an  affidavit  that  the  jail  is  insecure. 

(iueeiUm.  He  cam^  down  uiere  and  got  into  communication  with  Governor  Parsons  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QueaUan.  What  I  want  to  get  at  is  this,  whether  or  not  Force,  after  shooting  John- 
son  and  believing  that  he  had  killed  him,  thinking  that  a  dead  man  could  tell  no  tale^ 
came  on  down  and  manufactured  this  story  on  Johnson ;  knd  told  it  to  magnify  him- 
aelff  A 

Anmoer.  It  was  rumored  when  he  got  down  therothat  Johnson  was  not  expected  U 
live ;  and  he  went  to  Governor  Parsons  and,  of  course,  told  him  these  tales. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  you  did  not  attempt  to  show  his  character  in  courts  because  it  was 
unnecessary  to  save  your  clients  t 

Answer'.  Of  course. 

Question.  Did  you  not  provide  yourself  with  testimony  in  regard  to  his  character  T 

Anexoer.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  a  letter  written  to  where  he  resided  for  the  pur^Kwe  of  ascer- 
iaining  who  he  was,  fearing  that  he  would  testify  to  something  against  my  men ;  and 
.  I  was  informed  by  one  of  my  clients,  whose  name  was  Keith,  and  who  feared  he  would 
say  something  about  him,  as  he  had  been  in  conversation  with  him,  that  he  conld.get 
plenty  of  witnesses  to  prove  that  he  was  a  man  of  no  standing  in  the  community,  and 
that  his  testimony  was  entitled  to  no  weight.  But  as  he  testified  nothing  in  re^rd  te 
our  men,  of  course  we  did  not  care  about  assailing  his  character.* 

QuesUdn.  Simply  because  it  was  unnecessary  T 

Answci'.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  If  it  had  been  necessary,  his  character,  as  you  understand,  was  assailablel 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Since  that  I  have  also  understoou  fix>m  other  men  besides  my  cli- 
ent that  he  is  a  man  of  no  standing  in  the  community  at  all. 

QueeHon.  Do  you  know  imy thing  in  reference  to  whether  there  is  any  oppositioo 
among  the  negroes  to  any  of  their  race  voting  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  is  that  opposition  evinced  T  • 

Answer.  Where  I  live  the  white  ^pulation  is  about  three  to  one;  in  the  town  itseU 
it  is  about  equal. .  There  are  a  few  negroes  in  our  section  of  the  country  who  seem  in- 
clined to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  but  they  do  not  announce  it  publicly.  They  will 
come  to  us  and  say  that  they  want  to  vote  that  ticket,  but  that  they  do  not  want  to 
have  it  known,  that  they  are  afraid  of  those  of  their  color.  I  only  know  of  one  demo> 
cratic  negro  in  the  county  getting  into  difficulty;  lUthink  they  whipped  him  there:  bat 
that  was  a  fair  fight,  that  is  about  all.  They  are  afraid  of  each  other  about  that ;  there 
is  no  doubt  about  it.  lu  our  county,  in  the  last  election,  I  think  that  we  got  probably 
from  twenty-five  to  seventy -five  colored  men  to  vote  with  the  democratic  party,  upon 
the  ground  that  they  were  tired  with  the  way  things  were  going  on,  that  their  expecta- 
tions had  not  been  realized.  Then,  in  addition  to  that,  there  was  quite  a  number  who 
did  not  vote  at  all.  It  was  something  novel  and  new  to  them  at  first,  and  they  were 
prompt  to  vote ;  they  would  order  them  to  go  up  to  the  village  and  vote,  and  they 
would  go  in  there,  three  or  four  hundred  of  them ;  nearly  all  in  tiie  county  would  center 
there  to  vote ;  they  Would  obey  the  orders  of  their  chiefs  promptly.  But  we  have  had 
a  great  many  elections,  and  they  do  not  reap  any  results,  they  do  not  gather  any  ftuit 
from  it,  and  now  they  ao  not  attend  the  elections  as  well  as  they  fonneny  did,  andthev 
do  not  attend  public  meetings  as  they  did  formerly. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Qusstitm.  How  far  ib  Jaeksouville,  where  you  live,  from  Croas  Plains  f 
Answer.  It  ia  thirteen  miles. 
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QneiUon,  All  tbat  yoa  know  in  refttenee  to  this  traneftoMoniB  TrhatwM  elicited  upon 
the  inTeBtintioB  f 

Answer.  Certainly,  and  I  endeavored  to  state  that,  tbat  the  evidence  tended  to  show 
what  I  stated. 

QuesiUm.  The  first  connection  yon  had  with  the  matter  in  any  way  was  when  these 
men  were  bronght  before  Judge  Peters  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  was  ont  of  the  county  when  it  oconrred. 

Question,  Yon  were  not  there  at  the  time  they  hacl  these  men  up  before  the  magis- 
trateT 

Anstcer,  Vo,  sir ;  I  saw  the  testimony  before  the  magistrate. 

ijuestion.  How  long  after  the  transaction  was  it  before  the  hearing  of  the  ease  before 
Jndge  Peters  f 

Answer,  Something  over  a  month :  Judge  Peters  got  there  about  a  month  afterward, 
but  the  investigation  did  not  take  place  until  prob«%ly  five  weeks  aftsr  the  transaction 
occurred. 

QnesHan,  This  quarrel  originated  between  Craig,  a  white  man,  and  a  colored  man  T 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Questum,  Wnat  was  the  quarrel  about  T 

Anmtrer.  Tliere  are  two  versions  of  it ;  that  really  did  not  come  up  before  our  investi- 
gation ;  we  did  not  go  quite  that  far  back,  but  I  made  inquiry  about  it.  One  of  the 
versions  was  that  Craig  had  come  to  town  and  requested  the  negro  to  hold  his  horse ; 
the  negro  refhsed,  and  Craig  cursed  him  j  then  the  negro  said  something,  and  they  got 
into  a  difficulty  in  that  way ;  I  do  not  think  that  was  true,  though.  I  inquired  of  some 
other  men,  and  they  said  that  Craig  was  a  little  intoxicated ;  that  the  negroes  had 
lieen  in  the  habit  of  congregating  upon  tiie  platform  of  the  depot,  and  Craig  went  up 
"there,  and  swinging  around,  rubbed  up  against  this  negro ;  the  negro  stood  firm,  and 
then  Craig  gave  hun  a  shove  and  pushed  him  off  the  platform,  and  they  got  into  a 
fight  in  tlmt  way. 

Question.  You  think  that  Craig  was  the  aggressor  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  he  was :  there  are  two  versions :  one  was  that  Craig 
requested  him  to  hold  his  horse,  and  tne  other  was  that  he  pushed  him  off  the  platform 
of  the  depot ;  perhaps  both  versions  are  true. 

Question.  In  this  investigation  before  Judge  Peters  they  did  not  undertake  to  go  into 
the  merits  of  the  quarrel  out  of  which  this  mfflculty  grewf 

Answer.  No,  sir;  we  were  then  after  a  different  matter,  to  ascertain  who  did  the 
murder. 

Question.  What  time  of  the  day  was  it  that  this  afih^y  took  place  between  Craig  and 
the  colored  man  ? 

Answer.  I  would  say  that  it  was  about  4  o^clock. 

Question^  In  the  afternoon  f 

Answer.  Well,  in  July,  according  to  the  time  the  train  comes  in,  it  would  be  nearer 
6  o'clock,  just  before  sundown:  if  the  schedule  had  not  been  changed  it  must  have 
been  just  before  sundown,  fot  I  was  up  there,  and  remember  getting  there  just  before 
sundown. 

Question.  After  the  difficulty  this  colored  boy  went  on  down  to  PaytonaT 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  meeting  you  have  spoken  of  in  the  church  was  in  the  evening, 
wasitf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  call  it  night. 

^testion.  That  is,  it  was  after  dark f 

Ansxcer.  Yes,  sir ;  after  candle-light,  and  probably  about  9  <f  clock.  We  use  the  word 
"night"  at  the  South  for  that  time;  "evening"  is  between  12  o'clock  and  sundown; 
ailier  sundown  it  is  night  with  us. 

Q,uestion.  As  the  people  came  out  fiK>m  the  church  and  were  scattered  along  in  the 
street  this  firing  took  place  f 

Answer.  The  firing  occurred,  I  suppose,  three  hundred  yards  from  the  church. 

Question.  The  people  were  going  homef  ' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  few  remained  in  the  church. 

Question.  They  had  become  alarmed  by  this  time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  remained  at  the  church ;  others  that  were  not  alarmed  passed 
along.  Craig  and  his  party  were  at  church,  and  they  took  a  back  street  and  got  up  to 
where  the  arms  were ;  and  as  they  got  out  in  iVont  of  the  house  of  Mrs.  Keith,  their 
mother,  which  I  suppose  is  seventy-five  yards  from  the  crossing  of  the  two  roads  that 
makes  the  place  called  Cross  Plains,  they  could  not  see  any  negroes  at  all :  but  at  that 
instant  the  congregation  came  along,  fifteen  or  twenty  men,  women,  and  children,  such 
as  would  probably  attend  8er\ice  at  night,  probably  some  as  young  as  ten  years ;  the 
other  party  came  from  the  other  direction  out  from  behind  a  blacksmith's  shop,  and 
the  leader  hallpoed  out,  "Here  they  are/'  and  fired ;  a  majority  of  the  witnesses  seemed 
to  testify  in  that  way.'  The  people  believed  that  they  fired  into  them  as  they  passed 
along ;  but  after  thorough  investigation  of  the  flatter  I  became  satisfied  that  they 
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fired  at  these  boys ;  bat  at  the  saAiA  tune  thoae  men  who  iNoig  them  believed  tlM»«tbec 
way. 

Question.  The^  did  not  hit  anybody  f 

Atmcer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  some  lady  said  that  the  waddiug  went  against  one  of  their 
dresses. 

Queaiion,  Abont  how  many  of  those  colored  men  fired,  did  it  appear ;  about  bow  many 
shots  were  discharged  by  .the  ae^^roes  f 

An9¥rw»*I  asked  that  question,  and  it  was  represented  by  men  who  had  been  in  the 
army  that  there  must  have  been  twenty  or  thirty  shots  on  both  sides;  they  repre- 
sented it  as  a  slight  skirmish.    Of  course  it  was  but  a  loinate  that  it  all  took  plMe. 

QueiUon.  The  street  was  pretty  full  of  people  goin^  along  ficom  ohuich  f 

Annver.  It  was  represented  that  there  were  some  fifteen  or  twenty  persons. 

Question,  From  tjhe  evidence  you  got  about  it,  how  laige  a  pcoportun  of  those  allots 
that  were  fired  se^ed  to  have  been  fired  hy  the  negroes  f 

Anmer,  The  whites  said  that  they  had  a  double-barreled  shot-gun  loaded  wi& 
squirrel  shot,  I  think,  one  single-barreled  pistol,  and  probably  one  of  tbose  repeaters 
that  had  four  or  five  shots ;  all  theirs  together  would  not  amount  to  more  than  eight 
or  ten  shots. 

QiLestum.  Ton  think  that  quite  a  minority  of  the  shots  that  were  fired  weire  fired  by 
the  colored  people  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  think  they  were  better  armed  at  the  timOi 

QujesUon,  Who  bad  the  arms  on  the  aide  of  the  whites ;  thie  Craig,  &^,  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  were  at  Mrs.  Keith's,  who  was  the  mother  of  the  two  boys  by 
the  name  of  Keith,  one  of  whom  was  arrested.  When  they  heard  that  the  nogroei 
would  probably  attach  them  they  said,  ^*  We  have  two  ahot-guus  and  some  piatae;" 
and  Craig  and  the  two  Keiths  and  some  other  boy,  I  do  not  know  who,  weot  thew 
and  each  one  got  something :  one  had  a  shot-gun,  one  a  pistol,  &o. 

Question,  Craig  was  one  of  the  party  that  got  the  arms  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  he  went  with  the  others;  he  did  not  have  any. aims  himiiel^  but 
went  to  the  house  and  got  them. 

Question,  Did  the  cowed  men  who  appeared  there  appear  to  be  all  anned  f 

Answer.  They  were  represented  to  be  so. 

Qnesiion,  And  quite  a  majority  of  the  shots  were  fined  by  them,  appacently  f 

Anmcer,  I  cannot  say '^  quite  a  mi^rity ;''  because  it  was  repieaented  that  there  w«k 
tweuty  or  thirty  shots,  and  there  must  have  been  at  least  ten  shots  fired  by  the  whites. 

Question.  And  among  the  people  who  were  in  the  street  nobody  was  hit  or  hurtt 

Answer,  No,  sir;  they  soon  scattered. 

Question.  At  the  first  of  the  firing  they  were  all  in  the  street  T 

An  steer.  Yes,  sir,  at  the  first  of  the  firing ;  but  aa  soon  as  the  seoond  or  third  shot  was 
fired  they  scattered,  and  one  of  the  Keith  boys  hallooed,  "  charge.'' 

QnesHm,  Yon  still  think  they  ^lieve  that  the  negroes  intended  to  fire  into  this 
crowd  t 

Answer,  These  is  no  doubt  but  what  tb^  people  believed  it  theie  the  next  di^>  aad 
some  of  them  believe  it  still. 

Question.  One  of  the  party  was  wounded  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  with  squirrel  shot. 

Question,  That  was  done  by  Craig  or  one  of  the  Keith  boys  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  there  is  no  douot  about  that.  As  these  boys  ohafged  theai,  the 
negroes  ran  through  an  alley  between  two  stores,  and  the  piindpal  portion  of  the  finng 
occurred  in  the  rear  of  the  stores. 

Question,  Did  the  negroea  shoot  there  f 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  was  after  the  first  discharge  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  white  boys  charged  them  and  they  gave  way  and  went  faaek 
to  the  rear  of  the  stores.    I  remember  seeing  the  marks  of  the  shot  behind  there.    Xbe 
boys  followed  until  thev  exhausted  their  animunition,  and  the  negroes  ran  through  a 
field  and  got  down  by  this  man  Stevenson's  house. 
,     Question.  There  were  only  three  or  four  in  the  Keith  party  f 

Answer,  Just  four. 

QwisHon,  There  were  more  of  the  negroes? 

Answer,  It  was  represented  that  there  were  at  least  ten,  some  thought  tihere  v<Ke 
fifteen;  there  might  have  been  some  along  not  armed;  I  am  inclined  to  think  there 
were. 

Question,  What  had  this  white  man  who  was  hung  to  do  with  tiie  affiur  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  that  Luke  had  anything  to  do  witli  it,  judging  from  the  inves- 
tigation.   One  of  the  Keith  boys  proved  there  on  the  investigation,  and  he  also  tn^tifind 

before  the  magistrate,  that  he  saw  a  white  man  in  the  crowd  of  negroea;  and  tiie  nsxt 
: ^ ..__  . ..  «._.  _  .,  ,  .,        ., .    ,  .,    'Xhewiisthe 

teldlAke 
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Qumtkm,  He  readily  aaaonted  to  go  up  with  themf 

Anmctr,  Ye&,  sir. 

Qweti^km.  He  said  that  he  wat  not  tkexo  with  the  negroet  t 

Answer.  Ye&,  sir. 

QuegHon,  Yoa  do  not  understand  he  was  there  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  beUeve  ha  was;  but  I  heUev(e  Lake  knew  what  they  thought  of 
doing.  It  came  ont  on  the  investigation  tiiat  Lake  said,  **  I  told  yon  not  to  go ;''  but 
we  could  not  get  all  the  £BM$ts  out.  They  were  very  particular  not  to  say  anything 
a^^aittst  Mr.  Liuie.  But  one  said  something  that  made  me  infor  that  Luke  knew  they 
were  going  up  there  to  get  into  a  ditteulty. 

Q^mHon,  IM  so  &r  as  yon  have  any  testimony  in  regard  to  his  dedarationa  at  all, 
they  were  to  advise  them  not  to  go  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir.    I  think  he  knew  they  waoe  going. 

QneetUm,  You  say  he  knew  they  were  going,  beeanae  one  of  the  e(0ored  men  testified 
tluit  be  advised  them  not  to  got 

Anewer»  Yes,  sir;  he  did. 

QueetUm,  There  was  no  evidence  tending  to  show  that  he  advised  them  to  go  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  The  onlv  thing  he  ooukl  be  blamed  for  was  that  he  did  not  oommu- 
xkicaite  to  some  person  the  net  that  they  were  going.  After  knowiug  tbev  were  going 
up  there  for  the  purpose  of  makinff  an  assault  upon  other  parties,  he  should  have  com- 
municated that  fact,  and  have  had  it  stopped. 

QnestUm.  How  manv  pecsons  did  they  nave  under  guard  that  night  that  Luke  was 
taken  out  and  hanged  T 

Answer.  There  were  five. 

Qmstiom,  They  had  Ave  paieons  under  guard  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. .  , 

QuesHon.  And  the  whole  five  were  taken  out  and  hung  f 

Answer.  O,  yes;  they  just  Sfwuag  them  all  up. 

Question.  How  many  persons  were  there  gauding  them  f 

Answer.  It  seems  that  there  were  generally  four  or  five,  and  thev  had  different  reliefs. 
The  sheriff  represented  that  he  had  aummoiied  some  seven  ot  eight. 

Question.  To  act  as  guards  f 

Ansu}er.  To  act  as  guards;  and  each  guard  would  set  some  one  to  relieve  him.  1 
suppose  some  fifteen  or  twenty  persons  stood  guard  fiiere  during  the  night,  and  they 
were  lying  about  on  the  benches.  • 

QuesHon.  Where  were  these  persons  kept — ^in  the  building  f 

Answer.  Near  the  crossing,  in  the  center  of  the  town,  on  what  ia  called  a  poreb,  or  a 
platform,  as  we  call  it,  of  a  building.  In  our  houses  there,  as  you  enter,  there  is  an 
open  porch,  as  we  eall  it. 

Qu^tkm.  They  were  on  this  porch,  or  piazza  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  a  new  house,  and  they  were  put  there,  and  they  were  all 
lying  down^apd  the  guard  was  around  on  this  little  platform. 

Question.  What  time  of  the  night  did  it  appear  that  this  band  of  mem  came  there? 

Answer.  At  12  o'clock  or  after ;  not  before  12, 1  think. 

Question,  Was  this  band  of  men  disguised  who  came  there  and  took  away  these  five 
menf 

Anhtfer.  Thev  were  represented  as  being  diggniwed  with  rather  a  gietes^ue  costume. 

Qmestbm.  Dm  it  seem  to  be  a  disguise  that  was  impvovised  for  the  occasiouf 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  seemed  to  be  a  disguise  that  tbey  had  used  j^vionsly ;  there  was 
some  uniformity  about  it ;  some  of  them  were  represented  aa  havmg  tremendous  high- 
crowned  hats,  and  caps  and  masks ;  some  of  tosm  had  on  a  yellow  toga,  and  others 
had  on  white  ones. 

Question.  It  .was  perfectly  apparent,  from  the  desoription  of  this  body  ol  men  and  the 
di^gfrise  they'nad  on,  that  it  was  not  a  disguise  tdiat  a  panel  of  men  would  get  mp  in  a 
low  minutes,  without  previous  {reparation  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  am  satisfied  that  in  that  section  of  the  State  there  is  an  organi- 
zation of  some  sort,  and  that  they  have  these  disguises.  But  I  do  not  think  aaiy  one 
klan  that  night  organized  for  the  purpose  of  doing  this ;  but  from  the  number  of  per- 
sons who  were  there  I  think  it  was  rather  agreed  upon  that  day  that  these  men  should 
be  hung.  I  do  not  think  any  one  klan  said  they  would  do  it,  (u  there  is  more  than  one 
klon  in  that  valley,)  but  they  just  agreed  among  themselves  that  they  would  do  it^  and 
they  just  got  their  disguises  and  came  there  that  ni^ht  and  hung  them. 

Question.  You  think  those  disguises  were  all  in  existence  before  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  thook  it  very  likely  that  they  were. 

Question.  To  what  place  did  they  tal[^  these  men  t 

Akswer.  They  took  them  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  where  they  were-4iot 
over  three-ouartets  of  a  mile. 

Questiim.  Did  these  j^vards  make  anyresistaneef 

Answer.  I  think  one  did ;  that  he  stood  up  pretty  squaie  to  them ;  this  M^jor  Bailej 
made  a  speeoh  to  them  and  told  them  not  to  do  it. 
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QuetUon.  WaaBaiky  present  f 

Atuwer,  Yes,  sir ;  be  was  tried  afterwards. 

Qumtion,  Did  there  seem  ta  be  any  (mm  fide  attempt  by  anybody  to  protect  thdee 
persons? 

An9W€r,  Kg,  sir;  I  do  not  think  there  waa,  beeaaea  they  wece  all  afraid ;  I  think  (kat 
the  guard  were  very  mnch  frighteoei,  and  some  of  them  ran. 

QuesUon,  Did  not  tboae  persona  who  weee  guarding  them  there  generally  eeem  to  bi 
willing  to  be  overcome  f 

Answer,  The  testimony  did  not  show  that.  The  testimony  showed  that  the  first  thing 
the  guard  knew,  they  bad  some  five  or  six  guns  and  pistols ;  although  there  were 
quite  a  number  oi  persons  Umts  they  had  only  enon^  guns  to  preyent  the  prisoners 
item  escaping. 

Question,  Enough  to  enable  them  to  guard  the  persons  aecnrely  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  as  one  fellow  would  go  o£f  he  would  hand  his  pistol  ov«r  to 
another.  The  testimony  showed  that  when  these  men  all  came  up  th<^  ordered  the 
guard  not  to  move ;  one  fellow  commenced  resisting,  and  they  put  a  pistol  to  hia  hesid ; 
and  that  is  apersnader  that  generally  makes  men  change  opinions. 

Question.  Was  this  body  of  men  mounted  on  horses  t 

Answer,  They  were  all  on  foot  then^  but  afterward  they  went  through  the  ^wn  on 
horseback,  some  eight  or  ten  of  them. 

Question.  They  seemed  to  be  provided  with  horses  t 

Answer,  0,  the  evidence  tended  to  show  that  they  were  seen  some  six  or  seven 
miles  from  there  coming  in. 

Question,  Were  seen  coming  in  toward  the  town  T 

Answer,  Yea^  sir:  I  remember  that  they  were  said  to  have  been  seen  in  ono  place 
three  miles  on,  ana  in  another  pla^e  six  miles  off. 

Question,  The  same  party  or  different  men  f 

Answer,  Different  bodies;  all  couffregating  at  this  point. 

Question,  Coming  from  different  cUreetions  f 

Answer,  They  all  seemed  to  be  comii^rather  north  of  the  place;  there  is  no  teatiraany 
going  to  show  that  any  came  except  frx>m  the  north. 

Question,  They  did  not  all  come  on  the  same  roadT 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  came  on  different  roads,  beeanse  there  was  another  negro 
hanged  in  the  a<yoining  county  that  night,  one  of  the  party  who  had  done  aome  of  the 
shootinff  the  evening  before;  some  came  firom  that  dirsetioii,  and  tiiat  waa  five 
miles  off. 

Question,  This  other  negro  they  hung  was  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  same  party  thai 
had  done  the  shooting  the  night  befbref 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  no  doubt  he  was  one ;  and  he  was  making  his  escape  and 
they  had  cancht  him. 

Question,  He  had  not  been  arrested  T 

Answer,  They  had  arrested  him  and  were  bringing  him  thers,  probably  some  five  or 
six  miles  from  the  place. 

QuesHon,  They  had  arrested  hknt 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  followed  him  to  the  Georgia  line,  and  I  think  he  reaiated  and 
they  shot  him. 

Question,  Thepartyinparanitof  hlmahothimt 

Anmoer,  Yes,  sir;  they  had  a  warrant,  and  they  brought  him  down  to  within  alKMit 
five  miles  of  this  place,  when  night  overtook  them. 

Question,  Did  you  have  any  testimony  about  any  conversation  on  the  part  of  the  vaok 
who  took  these  men  out  and  hung  them  f 

Answer,  Nothing  was  said:  they  just  moved  richt  up;  everything  was  dene  by  aigaa* 
There  is  evidence  there  tending  to  show  that  &ey  were  not  provided  with  rope,  be- 
cause they  made  one  of  the  merchaats  give  them  a  rope,  and  they  ent  it  up  wod  pot  a 
piece  around  each  one's  neck,  and  led  him  off.  I  Uiink  probably  the  piece  of  rope  gave 
out  for  the  fifth  man,  and  that  waa  the  reason  they  shot  him. 

QuesUon,  They  did  not  have  rope  enough  to  hang  them  all  t 

Answer,  I  think  not,  or  they  got  him  to  a  limb  and  the  rope  was  too  short ;  it  waa  i^ 
quickly  done. 

QuesHon,  How  far  did  they  take  them  T 

Anstoer,  About  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile. 

Question,  They  took  them  outside  of  the  town  f 

Ansujer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  any  witness  produced  on  the  trial  who  was  present  at  the  time  they 

,  re  hung  t 
^Hnswer,  No,  sir. 

he>ue9tion.  The  last  that  any  witness  saw  of  them  was  when  they  were  marofaed  off  f 
mot«tcer.  Yes,  sir.    One  fellow  followed  them  pp  pretty  close  and  kept  getting  near  to 
niaL.  but  the  rear-gaard  soon  drove  him  back.    I  do  not  suppose  any  peiuon  traa 
what^  three  hundred  yards  of  the  place  where  they  were  hung.    The  evMenoe  ahowa 
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fihat  one  man  followed  them  for  a  while,  and  the  rear-goird  told  him  that  if  he  did  not 
retam  they  wonld  shoot  him. 

Queslkw.  Afler  these  men  were  taken  ont  and  hnng,  the  thing  rested  quiet  &om  that 
time  nntil  Jndgje  Peten  came  there  a  month  afterward  I 

An9¥W>  No,  sir ;  the  citi^tens  of  Czote  Plains  the  next  day  held  a  meeting  dcBoimciDff 
it,  and  selected  an  old  citizen  there  as  a  special  meaeenffer  to  go  to  Montgomery  and 
inform  Oovemor  Smith  of  it ;  the^  ooj^ed  their  cesolonons  and  senb  them  down  to 
him,  and  Governor  Smith  was  notified  of  the  true  state  of  affiEurs  within  three  days 
afterward. 

Q»estUnt.  How  much  of  a  town  is  this  Cross  Plains  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  two  hundred  and  fifty  inhattitants  would  cover  alL 

QMeslum.  How  large  a  place  is  Paytonaf 

Answer,  That  is  govenuad  entirely  by  the  BDmber  of  employ^  there* 

Que^Uon,  It  is  a  mere  railroad  staUoa  f 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir. 

HMrnUou,  They  have  shops  there? 

Answer,  They  do  not  have  regular  shops  there ;  they  intend  to  have  some. 

QnesUon,  There  are  no  peo]^le  there  except  those  employed  on  the  railroad  f 
'  Ammoer,  Yes,  sir ;  at  that  time  they  were  engaged  in  making  hriok,  and  tMo  superin 
tendent  testified  that  there  were  about  fifty  men  there. 

Qnestion,  During  the  investigatiDn  before  Judge  Peters,  this  witoiess  Force  appeared 
there? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  two  or  three  weeks  after  the  investigation  commenced,  perhaps. 

Question.  He  came  there  for  the  purpose  of  having  this  man  West ^ 

Answer.  Havins  West  removed. 

Questum,  West  nad  been  arrested  and  was  committed  to  jail  in  another  county  I 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  Force  thought  he  was  not  secure  there  in  the  jail,  and  he  came  down 
in  order  to  have  him  transferred  to  the  jail  in  your  county  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  alleging  that  there  was  danger  that  the  Ka-Klnx  would  take  hiit 
ont  of  the  jail  in  Cherokee  County. 

Q%ie%Uon.  Is  Cherokee  County  an  adjoining  county  to  your  county  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  it  is  about  thirty  miles  between  the  court-houses  of  Cherokee  and 
Calhoun  Counties. 

Que^ion,  Does  Force  live  in  Cherokee  County  f 

Answer,  He  lives  in  the  northern  portion  of  tibie  county,  or  in  Dade  County,  Georgia, 
adjoining  Cherokee  County ;  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  he  does  Uve  in  that  county. 

QweeHon.  This  offense  upon  his  daughter  had  been  committed  in  Alabama  I 

Answer,  Yes^  sir ;  die  was  going  from  his  house  over  to  some  neighbor's  house.  I  am 
inclined  to  thmk  that  Force  lives  on  the  Alabama  side  of  the  line. 

QnesUon,  Was  West  a  resident  of  that  couutnr  f 

Answer,  I  think  so ;  it  is  out  there  in  the  wilds  of  Walker  and  Dade  and  Cherokee 
Counties. 

QwesUon,  While  Force  was  there  at  Paytona  he  was  put  on  the  stand  as  a  witness  and 
testified  about  the  transaction  you  were  investigating  I 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  And  he  swore  that  Johnson  told  him  that  he  was  there  and  helped  do  it  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir*  . 

QuAsUon,  That  was  all  the  evidence  s^nunst  Johnson  f 

Answer,  That  was  all ;  he  swore  that  Johnson  was  there  and  shot  one  of  them. 

Question.  He  meant  tnat  he  shot  this  man  that  you  say  was  shot  at  the  time  the  hang- 
ia§^  took  placet 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  . 

Question,  Force  testified  that  Johnson  told  him  so  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  that  Johnson  also  told  him  he  was  a  Ku-Elux. 

Question,  TMs  matter  about  the  Ku-Kluz  with  Johnson,  and  his  participation  in  a 
Ku-Elux  operation,  was  while  he  was  in  negotiation  with  Johnson  to  help  him  to  have 
West  arrested  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  it  true  that  West  had  run  over  into  GecHrgia  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  understood  West  had  been  arrested  and  made  his  escape.  I  sup- 
pose West  was  guilty  of  some  improprieties ;  he  has  not  been  tried  yet ;  ne  had  his 
trial  removed  to  Cleburne  County. 

Question,  Still  another  coimty  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  understood  he  has  removed  his  trial,  which  is  pretty  good 
evidence  that  be  was  afraid  to  stand  his  trial  in  Cherokee. 

QuesUon.  He  had  been  arrested  and  escaped  over  into  Georgia  T 

Answer.  So  I  understand ;  I  think  that  it  was  in  Georgia  that  they  were  trying  to 
catehhim. 

Question,  He  had  been  once  arrested  in  Alabama? 
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Aniwer.  Tes,  sir. 

Queslion,  And  had  escaped  and  got  into  (Georgia  T 

Armoer*  Tee,  sir. 

Que$Uon,  And  this  man  Force  was  over  tbere*  making  an  effcni  to  reonest  him  t 

An9wer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  all  in  the  same  neighboriiood. 

QtiestUm,  Where  did  Johnson  live  f 

Answer,  Bight  there  in  Qeorgia;  one  lifed  on  one  side  of  the  line  and  one  on  tbe 
other. 

QuestUm,  Johnson  lived  in  the  same  neighborhood  with  Force,  one  on  one  side  of  Hie 
line,  and  one  on  the  other  f 

Answer.  Te8,6ir ;  probably  five  or  six  mUes  ax>art. 

Quesiion.  And  Force  claimed  that  while  he  was  over  there  in  Georgia,  httvfine  this 
negotiation  with  Johnson,  to  aid  him  in  arresting  West,  Johnson  told  him  about  b^g 
over  in  Alabama,  shooting  one  of  these  colored  men  t 

Answer.  Yes,' sir.  « 

Question.  Was  Johnson  mentioned  in  the  report  that  the  Judge  made  about  it ;  did  he 
say  anything  about  Johnson  f 

Answer.  ^,  sir,  because  he  was  not  on  triaL 

QuesHon.  He  was  not  arrested ;  was  not  before  him  f 

Answer.  No.  sir. 

QwsiUm,  He  could  not  have  been  very  well  brought  before  him  if  he  was  in  another 
State  f 

Answer.  O,  yee,  by  a  requisition  from  the  governor  of  Alabama  on  the  governor  of 
Georgia.  The  troops  were  there  within  twenty-five  miles,  and  could  have  gone  there 
and  got  him.  One  governor  is  bound,  when  a  reouisition  is  made  upon  him  by  another 
governor,  to  give  up  the  man.  And  here  were  tiie  forces  of  the  United  Statee  thero 
ready  to  carry  it  out. 

QuetikUm.  It  is  not  very  common  for  a  governor  to  issue  a  requisition  until  there  has 
been  a  full  investigation  f 

Anmoer,  It  must  be  shown  that  the  man  had  escaped  fi*om  one  State  into  the  other. 

Question,  This  shooting  of  Johnson  by  Force  was  not  until  after  the  hanging  of  these 
five  men  t 

Answer .  The  killing  of  the  five  men  was  before  Johnson  and  Force  had  met  to  hunt 
up  West ;  that  is  my  recollection. 

Qusstim.  So  that  this  shooting  of  Johnson  by  Force  was  not  until  some  days  after 
the  hanging  T 

Answer,  isuppose  it  was  a  month  alter.  * 

Question,  How  long  was  it  after  Force  had  shot  Johnson  before  he  was  a  wltnew  in 
the  investigation  be&re  Judge  Pelers  t 

Answer,  My  impression  is  that  Force  left  Georgia  immediately  after  he  shot  Johnson, 
aud  came  down  there  to  where  the  troops  were ;  and  then  I  thmk  he  remained  there 
some  time  befbre  they  got  him  on  the  stand ;  he  remained  there  and  probably  waa 
around  the  pl^e  some  turee  or  four  weeks. 

Qvtetition,  How  long  do  yon  think  it  was  after  he  came  there  before  he  testified  f 

Answer,  I  would  say  two  weeks. 

Question.  He  knew  when  he  testified  that  Johnson  was  not  dead  T 

Anmcer,  Yes,  sir ;  hd  knew  Johnson  was  not  dead ;  but  tibe  rumor  was  that  John- 
son was  in  a  dangerous  condition. 

Question,  Force  knew  that  Johnson  was  still  alive  t 

Answer.  Yes,  air  ]  we  kept  hearing  about  Johnson,  and  I  suppose  he  could  get  the 
same  information  we  did ;  it  was  only  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  off.  I  have  no  doubt 
he  knew  Johnson  was  not  dead.  In  £EMt,  I  suppose  he  was  better  advised,  about  his 
condition  than  I  was.  # 

Question,  In  his  testimony  there  he  told  this  story  about  the  Ku-Klux  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon,  Did  he  profess  to  know  anything  about  tho  Ku-Khuc  order  in  Alabmr 
except  what  he  learned  firom  Johnion  f 

Answer,  That  is  all. 

QuesHon,  What  he  told  was  information  that  he  got  from  Johnson  f 

Ansu)€r,  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  think  he  wanted  it  understood  that  he  had  never  taken  the 
oath.  All  the  information  he  had  he  got  from  Johnson,  and  his  initiation  oonaiited 
simply  in  traveling  through  the  country  that  night,  drinking  whisky,  making*  negioes 
dance  a  little,  and  whipping  some  of  them. 

QuesHon,  And  accordinff  to  his  account  of  it  he  did  not  like  the  bnwuessT 

Answer,  N6,  sir ;  he  saia  he  had  no  use  for  it ;  dt  was  different  from  what  he  sap- 
posed  it  was. 

Question,  He  did  not  see  that  it  was  a  very  jwofitable  business  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  was  not  a  very  profitable  business. 

Question,  How  long  is  it  since  you  first  heard  of  these  disguised  ban^  afeovt 
county  ? 


/ 

ALABAMA*  47& 

^  Answer.  I  thiok  it  is  an  ofishoot  from  Tennessee ;  thtkt  it  got  into  Koitb  Alabama, 
and  tinolly  found  its  way  down  into  our  section  of  the  country,  I  reckon,  in  186d;  the 
latter  part  of  1868.  There  was  one  witness  who  testified  on  that  subject  thei^ ;  my 
recollection  is  iimt  he  said  it  was  in  the  ^ring  of  1868  tha^  he  first  saw  some  disguised 
bands  there. 

Question,  In  your  county  ? 

Answer,  IStOy  sir ;  in  some  of  the  northern  coantMS. 

Question,  Who  was  that  witness? 

Ansiwer.  I  think  that  was  a  witness  by  the  name  of  Wilson. 

QuestUm*  Is  he  a  resident  of  your  county  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  on  the  line  between  Cherokee  and  Calhoun  Counties.  X  think  he 
said  he  first  heard  of  it  in  North  Alabama. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Qu/esHon,  How  far  do  you  live  from  Paytona  f 

Answer,  Thirteen  miles.  I  do  not  remember  hearing  of  it-^et  me  see — I  heard  of 
disguised  men  in  our  county  in  18^ )  I  do  not  remember  whether  th/ey  were  Uiere  or 
not  in  1867. 

By  the  Chaibman,  (Mr.  Polakd  :) 

Q^estion,  Do  you  think  it  was  in  the  last  of  1868  f 

Answer.  That  was  the  last  of  1868  j  I  remember  one  instance — no,  I  expect  that  that 
was  about  the  first  of  1869  probably.  They  got  after  a  man  by  the  name  of  Crook ; 
that  was  about  the  first  I  knew  of  their  being  about  there ;  but  they  did  him  no  harm, 
just  frightened  him. 

Q^Uon.  Did  they  go  in  the  night  and  visit  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  did  not  do  any  actual  violence  to  him  T 

Answer.  No,  sir :  they  frightened  him  by  putting  a  rope  around  his  neck. 

Qiustion,  What  had  he  been  doing  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  they  had  no  oxcnse  that  I  am  aware  of.  He  had  been  elected 
clerk  of  our  county — that  is,  ne  was  elected  when  the  people  did  not  vote ;  his  name 
was  run  and  he  gjot  what  votes  there  were. 

Question.  He  got  all  the  votes  T 

Answer.  He  was  the  only  man  who  was  voted  for.  He  was  removing  then  to  our 
town. 

Question.  To  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  and  they  passed  along  by  the  house  where  he  was  staying ;  I  never 
knew  what  they  did,  except  that  X  understood  they  carried  him  out  and  put  a  rope 
around  his  neck.  He  had  some  five  or  six  men  arrested  for  it ;  I  defended  those  men, 
and  they  were  bound  over  to  court  without  any  examination. 

Question.  Why  did  they  have  this  pleasant  little  entertainment  with  this  gentleman  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  have  no  idea.    I  could  give  you  my  belief  about  it. 

Question.  What  is  that  f 

Answer.  That  he  had  become  obnoxious  to  them  from  the  fact  that  he  was  a  large  slave- 
holder, and  had  joined  the  party  for  the  purpose  of  getting  back  some  piroperty  that 
they  supposed  he  had  sold. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Qttestion.  Joined  what  party?  < 

Ansioer.  Joined  the  Union  League  Ibr  the  purpose,  as  they  supposed,  of  gettteg  back 
some  property ;  they  had  got  that  Idea  into  their  heads ;  I  do  not  know  about  it  my- 
self. I  suppose  he  was  obnoxious  to  them  on  that  account;  I  cannot  think  of  any 
other  reason.  • 

By  the  Chaibman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

QuesUon.  They  did  not  thkik  he  had  any  ri^ht  to  do  that  f 

Anstcer.  They  did  not  think  he  should  jom  that  party  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
back  his  iand.  The  idea  had  got  out  in  the  country  that  by  joining  the  Union  League, 
your  land  would  not  be  taken  away  fram  you ;  that  you  thereby  beeaine  k>yal ;  that  a 
man  who  joined  that  pflvrty  would  not  have  his  land  oonfiscated. 

Question.  His  land  had  not  been  confiscated  f 

Answer.  No,  sir :  he  had  sold  one  or  two  large  tracts  of  land  ios  eoufederate  money, 
and  they  believed  that  he  had  ioined  it  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  loyal  and  thereby 
getting  bis  land  back.  That  is  my  theory ;  X  do  not  know  of  any  other  thing  they 
Sad  against  him ;  I  do  not  know  of  anything  he  had  done. 

Qu^tion.  Was  he  a  respectable  man  f 

Answer.  He  had  stood  very  well  in  the  community  j  belonged  to  a  very  good  family, 
about  as  good  a  fiimily  as  we  had  down  there;  he  is  our  clerk  now,  and  nobody  has 
interrupted  him  since. 

Question.  And  these  gentlemen  took  that  pleasant  way  to  give  him  to  understand 
that  they  did  not  approve  of  his  course  ? 
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Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  he  never  t«M  me. 

QumUon.  That  is  yoor  jadrment  f 

Annoer,  They  wished  simply  to  let  him  know,  I  enppese,  that  there  w^re  snch  per- 
Bons  aboat;  and  he  most  trim  his  Bails  aceoidingly,  and  do  nothing  that  woold  inter- 
fere with  them.    I' cannot  imagine  what  they  had  a^inst  the  man. 

Question.  Among  theit  early  efforts  in  the  community,  what  otherthings  did  ther  do ! 

Answer,  1  do  not  remember  of  their  doing  anythmg,  except  that  I  remember  a 
white  woman  called  on  me  one  day,  and  imormed  me  that  some  disgnised  men  had 
come  to  her  house  and  giyen  her  notice  to  leave ;  had  told  her  that  If  she  did  not 
leave  by  a  certain  time  they  would  make  her  leave.  She  was  a  woman  of  bad  repute 
in  that  section  of  the  country,  and  had  two  or  three  girls  around  her. 

Question.  She  was  an  unchaste  woman,  yon  mean  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  told  her  that  I  did  not  suppose  they  would  interfere  with  her, 
but  if  she  could  get  a  house  somewhere  else  she  had  better  get  it  and  go  out  of  that 
one.  She  represented  (hat  there  were  some  seven  or  eight  who  had  come  there  and 
given  her  that  notice.  I  heard  of  their  going  to  another  place,  where  there  was  an 
old  gentleman,  and  attempting  to  make  him  dance,  or  they  wanted  to  make  him 
dance ;  ho  was  a  democrat ;  they  did  not  do  anything  to  him. 

Question.  What  gave  them  such  a  desire  to  see  him  dance  ? 

Answer.  1  have  no  idea;  he  is  a  large,  tall  man,  but  ho  did  not  dance  and  they  let 
him  alone.  Then  I  heard  of  their  being  at  a  negro  cabin  there,  and  chasing  a  negro ; 
I  do  not  think  they  got  him  ;  and  then  I  have  heard  of  their  being  in  different  other 
parts  of  the  county. 

Question.  Did  you  over  hear  of  their  whipping  anybody  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  heard  of  their  going  down  to  anotiier  place,  and  as  they  mdied 
into  the  house  the  negro  got  hold  of  an  ax  and  rather  got  the  better  of  the  fight,  and 
they  disappeared.  In  our  section  of  the  country  they  have  appeared  at  two  or  three 
places  some  twenty  or  thirtp^  miles  fix>m  each  other,  but  I  think  it  was  nothing  more 
than  patrols  there ;  they  did  not  do  much ;  they  would  go  along  through  the  country 
there,  and  now  and  then  go  to  the  cabins  and  inG[uire  lor  the  negroes.  They  wouM 
stop  at  a  cabin  and  say,  ''We  have  nothing  against  you,  but  wl^re  is  so  and  9oV 
They  would  be  told  that  he  had  gone.  They  would  then  say,  "  Tell  him  if  he  does  not 
work  better  we  will  be  after  him/'  I  did  hear  of  their  whipping  one  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  county ;  that  was  because  he  was  cohabiting  with  a  white  woman  there ;  I 
think  they  gave  him  notice  to  leave. 

Question.  Was  he  married  to  her  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  living  adulterously,  not  cohabiting  publicly. 

Question.  They  saspected  that  they  were  so  living  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  Buspecte4  that;  and  that  he  was  stealing  from  them  and 
feeding  her. 

Question.  They  seem  to  have  a  nice  sense  of  morality,  these  gentlemen  who  wear 
this  peculiar  dress  f 

Answer.  They  seemed  to  be  opjpoeed  to  thieving :  if  any  person  was  guilty  of  thieving, 
they  seemed  to  be  opposed  to  it.  They  seemed  to  have  a  disposition  against  h^ 
women  and  bawdy  houses ;  they  also  seemed  to  be  opposed  to  negroes  who  would  visit 
these  houses  where  white  women  were.  They  would  be  able,  from  the  number  of 
them,  I  suppose,  to  find  out  whether  they  went  there  or  not,  and  they  would  generaDy 
get  after  the  negro  and  order  the  white  woman  to  leave.  Then,  if  they  fbnnd  where 
there  was  a  man  who  had  been  whipping  his  wife  and  treating  her  badly,  they  would 
visit  him,  and  give  him  warning  to  cease  doing  so.  Where  a  man  failed  to  nrovide 
for  his  family,  and  was  drinking  a  good  deal,  I  have  heard  of  their  visiting  such  men; 
probably  some,  of  them  would  be  on  the  democrat  side  and  vote  the  democratic 
ticket. 

Qjuestion.  You  have  mentioned  this  tall  man  whom  they  undertook  to  ma^e  danee ; 
you  say  he  is  a  democrat.  Do  you  know  any  other  case  where  they  nndertook  to 
administer  this  wholesome  justice  to  a  man  who  is  a  democrat  f 

•     Answer,  That  man  they  wanted  to  make  dance,  they  were  not  going  to  do  anything 
to  him ;  it  was  merely  spdrt. 

Question.  That  was  a  httle  waggery  on  their  part  t 

Answer.  They  merely  wanted  simply  to  exhibit  themselves  td  him. 

Question.  What  is  your  idea  of  the  neceasitj  oi  this  organization  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  necessity  at  all. 

QuesOen.  There  is  no  necessity  for  it  f 

Answer,  Not  now. 

QuesOotK  How  about  it  then  f 

Anmer.  I  never  thought  there  was  any  necessity  for  it ;  I  was  always  opposed  to  Hie 
thing ;  I  thought  it  was  wrong. 

Question,  You  haVe  laws  in  your  State  against  adultery  and  against  stealing  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questiofi.  Have  you  any  difftculty  in  enforcing  these  laws  f 
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Answer,  None  in  the  world,  in  the  way  of  6iiidrciiig*law. 

^uesUon.  Tou  have  no  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  law  against  the  class  ni  persons 
these  men  administer  justice  upon  f 

Jit»trcr.  No,  sU'.  I  think  that  possibly  these  oiganizations  might  have  originated 
with  some  men  with  a  view  of  protecting  themselves  and  their  persons  and  property. 
There  are  a  fl[reat  many  people  who  believed,  at  one  time,  that  probably  there  would 
l>e  n^gro  miutia  in  the  country,  and  I  think  a  great  many  of  them  probably  joined 
themselves  to  this  order  to  protect  themselves  against  a  thing  of  that  sort  f  I  would 
not  be  surprised  if  that  did  not  have  something  to  do  with  it. 

Qiiestion.  You  never  had  any  State  militia  f 

An8vc&',  No,  sir. 

Queatiwu  They  thought  it  would  be  weU  enough  to  get  ready  in  advance  f 

An9w&'.  It  was  rumored  around  there  that  that  was  one  reason ;  but  I  do  not  think 
any  of  the  old  citizens  went  into  it  for  any  other  purpose  than  as  a  patrol  to  keep 
down  this  little  thieving  and  robbing  throughout  the  country^  where  you  cannot 
exactly  reach  the  parties  with  the  law. 

.    QueatUm,  Have  you  any  idea  about  the  class  of  persons  that  composed  this  organiza- 
tion t 

Answer,  I  have  understood  that  in  1868  and  1869  it  was  composed  of  the  better  class, 
but  that  they  disbanded.  I  have  understood  that  since  that  time  it  is  nothing  but 
boys  within  the  last  twelve  months. 

Qiustion.  The^  use  the  old  manner  of  disguise  f 

Anetcer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  boys  ^t  around  now  and  frighten  negroes  and  scare  persons. 
That  is  a  kind  of  rumor  that  is  floating  through  the  country ;  how  we  got  it  I  do  not 
know.  There  was-^  an  attempt,  so  we  iieard,  to  organize  pretty  extensively  two  or 
three  years  ago. 

Queaiion,  When  it  first  started  f 

Aneicer.  Yes,  sir,  when  it  first  started :  but  I  do  not  know  that  even  at  that  time  the 
organization  extended  generally  throughout  the  State.  I  do  not  think  they  ever  had 
headquartei's  at  any  one  particular  point  in  the  State. 

Qu^Uon,  The  organizations  were  local? 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir,  and  made  no  reports  to  any  other  organization.  I  think  it  was  con- 
fined entirelv  to  precincts  and  beats. 

QuesHon,  You  tnink  its  object  really  was  to  be  a  kind  of  voluntary  i>olice  to  repress 
thieving,  &c.  f 

Ansvcer.  I  do.  I  will  state  to  you  another  reason  why  I  think  it  originated.  Imme- 
diately after  the  surrender,  and  when  the  Bureau  was  established  through  our  country, 
it  was  right  difficult  for  some  men  to  realize  the  fact  that  their  slaves  did  not  belong 
to  them.  A  colored  man  would  work  for  them,  but  when  the  negro  would  say  some- 
thiu^  they  did  not  like,  probably  the  white  man  would  slap  him  as  usuaL  The  negro 
would  report  that  to  the  officer  of  the  Bureau,  and  he  would  immediately  have  the  man 
seized,  carry  him  up  there,  and  the  matter  would  undergo  an  investigation ;  probably 
they  would  send  for  him  some  fifteen  or  twenty  miles.  Now  the  class  of  ne^proes  that 
did  that  were  generally  very  bad,  lazy,  indolent  ones.  I  am  inclined  to  thmk  that  a 
gC)od  many  persons  thought  they  would  band  together  and  be  a  kind  .of  patrol  for  that 
class.  I  think  that  was  about  the  original  cause  of  the  patrol,  where  the  Bureau-men 
virould  invariably,  or  nearly  invariab^,  believe  the  colored  man,  when  you  probably 
never  could  tell  the  real  truth,  or  how  the  thing  originated.  I  know  that  in  my 
county  the  Bureau-men,  or  military  men,  would  have  some  of  the  best  citizens  taken 
Q^  on  some  tale  of  a  neero ;  they  would  send  for  them  probably  some  fifteen  or  twenty 
miles.  The  negro  would  perhaps  say  that  he  had.  not  settled  with  him  for  his  work ; 
that  would  have  to  undergo  a  regular  settlement.  Sometimes  this  officer  would  make 
a  man  pay  something,  and  again  they  would  discharge  him.  I  think  that  this  thing 
was  started  pretty  much  to  in^hten  that  class  of  negroes. 

Question,  Bid  this  thing  origmate  in  your  region  while  the  Bureau  was  in  operation  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  We  have  had  the  military  all  along  down  there  for  a  good  while  in 
our  immediate  section  of  the  country.  We  did  not  have  so  much  Bureau ;  we  really  had 
military  officers  there  with  a  company  of  troops.  To  show  you  how  the  militaiy  did 
in  1867 — that  was  before  this  present  constitution 

Question.  You  did  not  have  this  organization  there  then? 

Answer,  No ;  but  I  will  show  you  why  I  suppose  they  would  band  together. 

Qussiion,  As  I  understand,  you  did  not  have  this  organization  at  all  until  after  thatf 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  when  it  commenced:  I  only  told  you  that  I  never  heard  ^  it 
until  1866.    We  had  heard  of  the  Tennessee  Ku-Klux  for  a  long  time. 

Qtiestion,  Do  you  suppose  it  existed  in  your  region  of  country  to  any  considerable 
extent  before  you  heard  of  it  Y 

Answer,  I  suppose  I  would  have  soon  heard  of  their  appearing  in  disguise,  I  reckon. 

QuesOon,  Did  you  hear  of  these  bands  of  disguised  men  at  all  m&t  the  Bureau  system 
had  been  given  up  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  wheu  I  first  did  hear  of  disguised  bands  down  there^  but 
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I  would  say  it  was  after  the  spring  of  1868,  which  would  throw  it  prohably  into  fbe 
fell,  and  it  might  have  been  in  1869. 

Qnestion,  Has  that  thin^  assumed  a  party  form  in  any  way  in  your  country ;  I  do 
not  mean  that  these  organizations  were  formed  for  party  purposes,  but  has  there  been 
a  difference  between  the  two  parties  as  to  the  manner  of  looking  at  this  thing  called 
the  Ku-Klux ;  has  one  side  spoken  about  it  differently  from  the  other  T 

Anmvet,  In  my  county'  and  in  tliat  section  of  the  State  there  are  rery  few  wiiitc 
republicans. 

Question,  There  are  some  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  there  are  some,  and  they  look  upon  this  or^anl^alfion  as  rather 
against  them  than  the  other  side,  while  the  leading  democrats  do  not  regard  it  as  a 
part  of  any  organization  to  which  they  belong,  or  in  which  they  take  sides ;  at  the 
same  time— well,  in  other  words,  a  democrat  does  not  think  they  are  going  to  interfere 
with  him  unless  he  does  something  very  bad.  But  some  of  the  republicans  there  wou?d 
be  afraid  that  they  would  do  sometliing  to  them.  I  am  satisfied  they  would  do  nothing 
either  to  a  democrat  or  a  republican,  no  matter  where  he  comes  from,  if  he  goes  there 
and  attends  to  his  bfksin^ss. 

QHestion,  The  truth  is  that  the  republicans  have  been  a  good  deal  more  afraid  of  this 
thing  than  the  democrats  have  t 

^w»tefr.  Yes,  sir ;  and  made  a  great  deal  of  fdss  about  it. 

Queation.  They  have  made  a  great  deal  of  fuss  about  it  and  talked  against  ItT 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qv^ion,  How  about  the  democrats  t 

Anstcer,  They  have  talked  about  it  for  the  last  one  or  two  years— said  they  did  not  lik© 
it ;  but  before  that  time  they  did  not  talk  about  it ;  they  would  laugh  at  it. 

Qiiestion.  They  tried  to  belittle  it,  or  did  they  speak  as  if  they  were  in  fi^vor  of  itt 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  heard  any  one  announce  that  he  was  in  favor  of  it. 

Quesiion,  They  pretended  to  think  it  was  not  a  thing  to  be  dreaded  so  much  as  the 
republicans  claimed  T  * 

Answer,  Well,  the  democrats  thotight  then,  and  they  believe  it  now,  that  this  organi- 
zation was  gotten  up  simply  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  negroes  fix>m  stealing  and 
keeping  bad  men 

Question,  The  republicans  have  always  been  making  a  great  clamor  and  noise  and 
taft  about  this  Ku-Klux,  have  they  not  f 
'    Ansu^er,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  true. 

Question,  And  the  democrats  have  not  ? 

Answer.  Not  until  recently ;  they  have  not  said  much  about  it.  Within  the  last  twelve 
months,  I  think,  they  speak  out  pretty  generally.  The  editors  of  the  papers  come  out 
and  oppose  it. 

Question,  Do  vou  think  that  the  republicans  believed  really  that  it  was  nothing  more 
than  a  kind  of  voluntary  police,  made  up  of  good  people  to  put  down  thieving  and 
immorality. of  one  sort  and  another? 

Answer,  No.  sir :  they  were  satisfied  that  that  was  done,  but  at  the  same  time  a  great 
many  of  the  repuolicaus  believed — welL  they  were  afraid  if  they  did  anything  mem- 
selves  ;  if  a  repubXcan  in  that  section  of  the  country  did  anything  to  excite  the  negroes 
there  in  any  way,  that  they  would  get  after  them ;  they  were  a  little  shy  of  them. 

Quesiion,  The  republicans  down  there  have  always  claimed  that  it  had  a  political 
look  and  a  political  effect  t 

Answer,  Well,  I  suppose  they  have :  I  would  judge  so  from  the  fact  that  when  any- 
thing occurs  there  they  generally  would  send  it  to  the  North  for  the  purpose  of  exciting 
the  people. 

Question,  What  made  them  think  soT 

Answer,  Because,  I  suppose,  they  were  visited  bjr  them  now  and  then. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  that  they  were  visited  K>r  anything  they  had  done  that  was 
wrong  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion,  Have  you  not  some  republicans  down  there  that  are  decent  people  T 

Answer,  A  few,  very  few. 

Quesiion,  Have  they  not  talked  against  the  Ku-Klux  T 

Ansu>er,  No,  sir ;  the  decent  portion  have  never  said  mucb  any  way  about  it. 

Quesiion,  Have  they  had  any  fear  of  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  are  opposed  to  it. 

Question.  Tnere  are  some  republicans  down  there  as  much  opposed  to  stealing;  adult- 
ery, and  those  things  as  anybody  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  are  very  few  white  republicans  amone  us. 

Q^iestion,  You  have  some  white  republicans  who  do  not  beSeve  in  stealing  or  la 
adultfery  T 

Ansfwer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion,  Have  they  been  in  favor  of  this  institution  T 

Answer,  No,  sir  j  I  think  they  have  been  opposed  to  it. 
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Quetthn,  Why  J 

Anetoer.  I  do  not  know,  more  than  I  am  opposed  to  it,  from  the  &ct  that  we  do  not  need 
tide  organization. 

QuettUm,  You  do  not  think  there  is  any  good  in  it  f 

An»tc€J\  No,  sir ;  but  I  think  this,  that  a  f^eat  many  people  who  did  not  look  to 
where  it  would  run  honestly  believed  that  it  was  a  pretty  good  thing.  When  you 
atart  any  organization  of  t^s  sort  in  disguise  you  do  not  know  where  it  will  run,  be- 
cause it  given  bad  men  a  chance  to  do  a  great  many  things. 

Question.  What  is  the  general  feeling  of  the  colored  people — I  mean  the  respectable 
colored  people,  not  the  vicious^  you  have  a  great  many  who  are  honest  people T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  and  they  work  freely. 

Question,  What  do  they  think  of  these  Ku-Khix  orffanizationsf 

Answer,  Those  who  work  well  and  attend  closely  io  their  business  are  not  afraid  of 
them,  because  they  have  never  been  molested. 

Question,  Are  they  in  favor  of  itf 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  suppose  they  are.  But  here  is  the  trouble:  they  are  begln- 
ning  to  do  it  themselves ;  they  are  appearing  in  disguise  and  whipping  each  otiier. 

QnesHon.  Do  you  know  any  band  of  that  sort  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  but  it  would  not  be  a  large  thing,  four  or  five  of  them. 

Question,  It  was  not  a  large  organization  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  only  a  little  band  of  them. 

Question,  If  they  want  to  do'a  j^iece  of  miBchief,  they  find  this  a  good  and  safe  way 
of  doing  it  t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir.  We  defended  some  of  them  last  winter,  and  kept  them  out  of  the 
penitentiary,  upon  the  plea  that  it  was  not  shown  that  it  was  a  part  of  any  ergoniza- 
tion  or  band,  and  the  statute  requires  that  that  should  be  shown. 

Question,  What  is  the  nroportion  of  white  and  colored  people  in  your  county  I 

Answer.  1  should  say  the  proportion  is  about  three  to  four.^ 

Question,  You  have  not  any  rear  of  being  overpowered  by  the  colored  people  f 

Answer,  O,  hdtdl  no:  we  belong  to -the  white  belt. 

Question,  You  hove  felt  no  special  fear  in  regard  to  them  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  in  the  least. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  day  that  the  laws  were  very  rigidly  enforced  in  your* 
section  of  the  country  f 

Ansu^er.  They  are  now. 

Question,  Has  that  been  the  case  for  the  last  two  vears  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  wherever  the  criminal  could  be  found,  the  law  was  rigidly  enforced. 
Ever  since  1868,  since  we  were  organized  under  the  new  constitution,  we  have  had  a 
very  good  jud^o,  and  he  has  discharged  his  duty.  Some  of  our  ministerial  officers  are 
not  particularly  good,  but  tlio  jud^e  has  discharged  his  duty,  and  the  law  has  been 
well  enforced  all  through  that  section  of  the  country. 

Quegdion.  Have  you  ever  known  one  of  the  Ku-Klux  outragers  to  be  punished  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  because  2  have  never  known  a  case  where  they  have  proved  it  on 
them ;  they  have  never  been  able  out  there  to  make  the  proof  that  would  be  sati^ac- 
tory  to  convince  them  that  the  party  accused  was  guilty.  I  have  been  there  and  heard 
the  cases  investigated. 

QuesUen.  How  many  eases  have  been  investigated  f 

Answer.  The  Paytona  affair  and  the  Crook  case  were  investigated  in  our  county.  I 
kMard  one  in  Talladega  County.  The  parties  proved  an  alibi,  which  showed  a  question 
»f  doubt.  The  jury  was  charged  to  give  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  to  the  defendants, 
and  they  were  compelled  to  acquit  them. 

Question.  They  proved  alibis? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  part  of  the  Ku-Elux  organization  that  they  shall  swear  for  one 
another  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  do  not  pretend  to  know  anything  upon  that  subject. 

Quesium,  Have  you  never  heard  that  charged  f 

Answer,  I  never  did,  except  that  I  believe  Force  said  that  was  a  part  of  the  obliga- 
tion, to  swear  for  each  other. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  known  a  Ku-Klux  outrage  upon  a  democrat  f 

Anmtoer.  Ooh^  one. 

Quotum.  What  was  that  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  an  outrage  then.  It  was  reported  that  they 
wMpped  a  democrat  there,  and  then  it  was  reported  that  they  only  gave  him  notice 
that  he  must  do  better ;  whether  they  whipped  him,  or  not,  I  do  not  imow. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  f 

Answer.  His  name  waa  Kimball. 

Q^esHon*  What  was  the  matter  with  himt 
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Answer,  Well,  the  Ku-Klax  supposed  he  was  drinking  too  much,  and  not  supplying 
his  family  as  he  oaght  to ;  and  they  gave  notice  to  his  neighbors  there  not  to  let  him 
pass  by  to  go  to  town  to  get  whisky.  Tliat  is  reported  around  there ;  I  do  not^know 
whether  it  is  true  or  not. 

QtiaitUm,  Do  yon  suppose  they  really  did  him  any  dama^  at  all  T 

Amieer,  Well,  I  do  not  know;  I  have  hardly  anv  opinion  npon  the  subject;  I  did 
not  give  the  matter  much  investigation ;  it  was  saia  there  about  town  that  they  had 
visited  him. 

Question,  Was  it  spoken  of  as  being  a  little  remarkable  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  nothing  uncommon.  I  have  never  heard  ot  their  doing  any  dam- 
age to  a  prominent  man  of  the  republican  party. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  their  committing  any  outrage  upon  any  democrat, 
except  in  that  particular  case,  about  which  you  say  you  are  in  doubt  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  remember. 

QuesHon.  Have  you  an  idea  that  any  republican  belongs  to  this  organization  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  they  do. 

Question,  You  are  satisfied  that  it  is  composed  entirely  of  democrats  T 

Anstoer,  1  think  they  would  vote  the  democratic  ticKct ;  I  do  not  think  any  promi- 
nent democrat  in  the  State  belongs  to  it ;  they  are  merely  young  men  and  young  Ssamr 
ers  there,  who  live  in  the  thickly  settled  neighborhoods. 

Question,  How  can  yon  say  that  you  suppose  it  is  comjjosed  of  young  men,  when  you 
say  you  do  not  know  any  members  of  it  T 

Answer,  1  do  not  think  an  old  man  would  get  on  his  horse,  and  ride  from  his  bouse 
ten  miles  and  back,  for  the  puriK>se  of  telling  a  negro  to  leave  the  commnnityy  who 
had  been^oing  some  outrage  on  a  white  man. 

Question,  But  a  middle-aged  man  might  do  it  T 

Ansujer,  Yes ;  I  suppose  a  man  from  thirty-five  down  would  do  it. 

Question,  You  have  not  identified  any  of  tnese  people  7 

Answer,  I  never  have. 

Question,  How  can  you  say  the  organization  is  composed  of  young  menf 

Ansuter,  I  can  tell  that  from  their  actions :  their  acts  and  conduct  are  those  of  boys. 

Question,  You  would  not  consider  it  a  boyish  freak  to  hang  five  negroea  in  one 
night  f 

Answer,  No ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  was  done  more  by  them  than  by  any 
■one  else.  I  do  not  think  men  of  age  would  do  it ;  I  think  it  is  more  of  a  boyish  matter 
than  anything  else.  Grown  men  and  old  men  will  look  at  the  consequences ;  boys  carely 
ever  do. 

QuesUon,  The  boys  carry  it  on  without  the  knowledge  of  their  parents  and  of  older 
menf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  conceal  their  disguises  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  not  proclaimmg  them  at  all. 

Question,  You  say  the  organization  is  composed  entirely  of  democrats  f 

Ansuxr,  I  say  it  is  composed  of  men  who  will  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  because  the 
whites  there  are  not  divided  as  much  in  politics  as  they  were  in  olden  times,  when 
there  were  whigs  and  democrats. 

Question,  And  the  outrages  have  been  universally  against  republicans  except  in  the 
single  instance  you  mention? 

Ansiver,  That  is  the  only  one  I  know  of,  and  I  do  not  know  that  anything  was  done 
to  him.  It  was  reported  that  there  was ;  some  say  there  was,  and  some  say  there  was 
not.  I  say  against  negroes  and  republicans;  the  negro  does  not  understand  politico^ 
but  he  is  controlled  by  the  republican  party  at  this  time. 

Qu^tion,  Some  of  the  negroes  vote  the  demooratio  ticket  f 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  some  fifty  to  seventy-five  in  our  county  do. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  Know  a  negro  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket  to  be  visited 
by  theKu-Kluxf 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  heard  of  it,  though  it  is  a  recent  thing  that  they  hare 
voted  with  us. 

Question,  Can  you  tell  why  thieving  and  adultery  and  drinking,  &c,  are  punished 
when  republicans  do  them,  and  are  not  when  democrats  do  them  T 

Answer,  They  would  punish  them,  when  democrats  are  guilty  of  them,  aa  qoiddyai 
when  the  others  are. 

Question,  Have  not  some  democrats  in  your  country  been  guilty  of  larceny,  adnUsfy, 
and  of  not  providing  properly  for  their  families  ? 
Ansujer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  any  of  those  who  have  been  thus  guilty  been  visited  by  iht  Kb- 
Kluxf 
Answer,  1  am  inclined  to  think  so. 
Question,  To  what  extent  t 
Answer,  Since  you  have  called  my  attention  to^it,  I  cannot  tell  whether  they  wwe 
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(lemoortits  or  rr»publ leans.  I  do  not  know  of  any  republicans  "being  visited  by  them  and 
whipped.  I  cannot  say  that  they  were  republicans  visited  any  more  than  that  I  could 
say  that  they  were  democrats/  I  would  say  that  it  was  that  character  of  cases  that 
they  visited.  •  You  would  hear  of  a  party  of  Ku-IClux  appearing?,  and  you  would  then 
hear  that  they  had  gone  to  bawdy  houses,  or  to  some  man's  house  and  given  him  some 
warning;  I  could  not  tell  what  his  politics  were;  but  1  am  satisfied  they  would  punish 
a  democrat  as  well  as  a  republican. 

Question.  Have  you  not  heard  it  charged  in  your  county,  by  the  republicans,  that 
only  republicans  were  visited  by  the  Ku-Kluxf 

ATtsfcer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  have  heard  that  charged. 

Qn€8tion.  Has  it  not  generally  been  spoken  of  by  republicans  in  that  way  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  denied  by  the  democrats  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  those  who  denied  it  given  any  instance  to  prove  that  their  denial 
was  correct! 

Anstver.  1  snppose  they  could.  I  cannot  call  any  to  mind  now  at  this  time.  I  have 
not  got  any  memorandum  of  these  cases;  but  there  is  the  Impression  in  the  country 
that  they  do  not  discriminate  as  to  the  color  or  person,  or  political  status  at  all. 

Question.  You  said  there  was  some  other  witness  in  the  Paytona  trial  who  said  some- 
thing about  the  Ku-Klux ;  what  witness  was  that  besides  Mr.  Force  ? 

Answer.  1  said  that  a  man  by  the  name  of  Wilson  commenced  telling  when  he  first 
heard  of  the  organization  ;  I  believe  his  name  was  D.  B.  Wilson.  I  think  he  said  ho 
first  heard  of  it  up  in  North  Alabama.  He  did  not  teU  anything  about  how  it  was 
organized,  or  what  were  their  intentions.  Governor  Parsons  regarded  him  aa  one  of 
the  Ku-Klux,  and  was  examining  him  as  one.  I  only  meant  to  say  that  Wilson  told 
of  the  time  he  had  heard  of  them  in  North  Alabama. 

Question,  You  say  this  firing  into  the  crowd  from  the  church  was  at  the  Cross 
Roads  f 

Anstcer.  It  was  about  a  hundred  yards  from  there  to  the  Cross  Roads. 

Question.  Had  not  Craig  and  his  crowd  got  to  the  Cross  Roads  before  the  firing  com- 
menced? 

Anstcer.  Craig  and  his  crowd  had  left  the  church,  had  passed  the  Cross  Roads,  had 
got  two  pistols  and  a  gun,  or  probably  three  pistols,  and  had  returned  toward  the 
Cross  Roads,  getting  I  suppose  within  fifty  yards  of  the  Cross  Roads,  and  probably  fifty 
yards  from  the  house,  supposing  the  house  to  be  about  one  hundred  yards  from  the 
Cross  Roads,  when  the  church  people  were  passing  along  the  street.  The  colored  men 
then  came  from  the  opposite  direction  from  the  church,  or  rather  from  the  east  of  the 
church ;  Craig  and  his  party  had  come  from  the  west. 

Question.  Did  the  negroes  see  Craig  and  his  party  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir,  not  until  they  had  got  out  from  behind  the  blacksmith's  shop ;  then 
they  could  see  them,  for  it  was  a  bright  moonshiny  night. 

Question.  You  say  that  about  twenty  people  coming  from  the  church  were  between 
the  negroes  and  Craig  and  his  party  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  scattered  along  promiscuously,  probably  for  twenty  or  thirty 
yards. 

Question,  It  was  not  a  dense  crowd  of  persons  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  the  negroes  intended  to  fire  into  the  crowd  of  church 
people  T 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  believe  they  intended  to  shoot  them,  but  that  they  fired  at  Craig 
and  his  men  ;  the  people,  however,  thought  they  intended  to  fire  at  them. 

Question,  Why  T 

Ansiver.  Because  it  was  immediately  reported  there  that  a  bullet  had  passed  through 
6ome  lady's  clothing,  and  another  said  that  a  piece  of  wadding  had  fallen  by  her. 
You  know  how  the.se  things  commence ;  they  spread  immediately,  and  it  gets  worse 
and  worse  the  f«rther  it  goes. 

Question.  Craig  and  his  party  had  also  fired  t 

Answer.  They  rushed  through  the  crowd  of  people  and  fired ;  not  until  then. 

Question.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  negroes  fired  into  the  crowd  of  chnrch 
people  ? 

Anstcer.  I  mean  to  say  that  they  fired  over  the  crowd,  or  there  might  have  been  a 
vacant  place  for  them  to  fire  through.  But  I  mean  to  say  that  the  people  of  that  sec- 
tion of  th6  country  believed  the  next  day  that  the  negroes  intended  to  fire  upon  those 
coming  from  the  church ;  and  if  they  had  not  believed  it  there  would  have  been  no 
hangiui^. 

Question.  How  could  they  account  for  the  fact  that  nobody  was  hurt,  if  the  negroes 
had  tired  into  the  crowd  ? 

Answer,  1  do  not  know. 

Question.  They  believed  the  negroes  had  fired  into  the  crowd  t 
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Anatoer,  Yes,  sir.  It  is  estimated  that  in  battle  it  takes  about  seven  hnndred  shots 
to  kill  one  niau. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  the  people  of  Paytona  believed  that  the  n^^roes  fired 
into  that  crowd  and  hurt  nobody  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  the  people  do  now,  after  this  thorough  investigation;  bat 
the  next  day  they  were  sincere  in  the  belief  that  the  negroes  had  fired  into  the  crowd 
of  people  there. 

Qnestion,  In  all  that  Paytona  aflFair,  how  many  negroes  were  hurt  besides  the  five 
who  were  hung  t 

Anstoer,  One  other,  Jacob  Moore. 

Question.  Was  any  white  man  hurt  1 

Ansioer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  No  white  man  was  hurt  T 

Anmcer.  No,  sir ;  one  of  those  who  was  hung  had  been  shot  the  night  before. 

Question.  You  say  you  think  that  the  crowd  of  Kn-Klux,  who  went  down  aod  hnBg 
these  men,  believed  that  they  were  acting  in  self-defense  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  did  not  say  so.  I  say  they  thought  it  was  their  duty,  for  their 
ftiture  protection,  that  those  men  should  be  hung;  they  believed  it  was  for  their 
future  protection,  from  the  fact  that  if  it  was  not  checked  at  that  time  another  occur- 
rence of  the  kind  tnight  take  place,  and  they  did  not  know  but  it  would  come  on  them. 
They  believed  honestTy  that  it  was  an  unprovoked,  murderous  assault  on  the  pe^^e, 
and  that  it  should  be  met  in  a  summary  manner. 

Question.  They  thought  it  was  a  murderous  assault,  when  no  one  was  hurt  T 

Ansioer.  Yes;  and  a  man  is  just  as  guilty  if  he  fires  into  a  crowd  promiscuously  that 
■way,  and  should  bo  punished  as  severely,  even  if  he  did  not  hit  any  one,  as  if  he  had 
shot  one  through  the  head;  and,  of  course,  by  the  laws  of  the  country  he  would  be 
hung.  But  if  we  had  investigated  the  case  afterward,  there  would  be  great  difficulty 
in  determining  what  to  arrest  them  for. 

QuesiiotL  Before  those  negroes  were  hung  you  had  an  investigation  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  not  that  investigation  disclose  the  truth  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not  done  in  a  v.ery  scientific  way ;  there  was  no  one  there  to  wyre- 
sent  the  negroes  and  show  how  it  really  was.  That  investigation  still  tended  to  show 
that  they  had  fired  into  the  crowd  without  any  cause  or  i)rovocation  whatever,  and 
apparently  with  the  intention  of  committing  murder.  And  now  I  will  say,  fiuther, 
that  a  great  many  persons  in  that  section  of  country  still  believe  that  it  was  a  mur- 
derous attack  upon  the  peoplo  who  were  returning  from  the  church.  But  I  give  it  s& 
my  opinion,  rather  as  an  apology  for  the  negroes  and  their  conduct  that  night,  that 
they  only  intended  to  shoot  at  Craig  and  his  party. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Would  it  not  have  been  equally  murderous  to  shoot  at  them  f 
An8U}er.  Of  course  it  woul^;  but  they  would  have  had  the  excuse  that  they  were  ini- 
tated  by  the  conduct  of*  Craig  the  evening  before.    If  they  had  shot  Craig  down 
standing  in  the  street,  of  course  they  should  have  been  hung  for  it  just  as  mnch  u 
for  shooting  anybody  else. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Yon  said  that  the  judge  did  not  rely  upon  what  Force  had  testified  to  t 

Anstver.  I  said  that  I  did  not  believe  he  did. 

Question.  Was  not  that  want  of  reliance  principally  because  it  was  only  teetimonj 
in  regard  to  the  declarations  of  Johnson,  and  he  supposed  those  declarations  wen 
themselves  braggadocia  f  You  say  that  Johnson  had  been  dnwn  there  and  got  some- 
body's hat  T 

Answer.  I  say  I  understood  Johnson  came  down  there  two  or  three  days  after  the 
hanging,  and  was  knocking  around  there,  and  probably  had  got  hold  of  the  hat  of  one 
of  the  men  who  had  been  hung. 

Question.  And  that  he  talked  big  about  it  ? 

Ansicer.  Not  there ;  he  might  have  talked  to  Force. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  he  made  these  braggadocio  declaraUons  to  F6noe  ? 

Answer.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  from  what  I  can  hear  of  Johnson,  who  is  rallMr  a 
fast  youth,  that  he  undoubtedly  boasted  to  Force  that  he  was  a  Ku-EIux ;  veiy  likely 
he  did. 

Question.  You  think  it  very  likely  that  Force  told  the  truth  about  that  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  told  the  tmth  as  to  what  they  did  up  there  that  night:  1 
think  he  had  some  grounds  to  base  his  statement  upon,  but  I  believe  he  enlai^ged  verr 
considerably  upon  them,  for  the  purpose  of  makiug  Mr.  Parsons  and  those  miiitacy 
men  believe  he  actuall;^  knew  something  about  it. 

Question.  Knew  eomething  about  what  T 

Answer.  Something  about  the  Ku-Klux  organization. 
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Question,  I  am  not  speaking  of  that.  Do  you  not  believe  that  Johnson  made  that 
bragging  to  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  believe  Johnson  would  be  fool  enough  to  tell  that  to  Force, 
or  to  any  one.  He  is  represented  as  a  man  of  some  sense.  What  I  mean  is,  that  he  had 
made  some  declarations  to  Force  about  his  belonging  to  the  Ku-Klux,  and  what  he 
could  do  as  a  Ku-Klux  ;  I  think  that  very  likely. 

Question,  You  think  Governor  Parsons's  main  object  was  to  excite  the  northern  mind 
by  getting  out  such  things  upon  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  that  was  his  main  obiect.  I  think  Crovemor 
Parsons  is  opposed  to  such  organizations  in  tho>-  country ;  J  think  that  he  desires  to 
see  the  laws  of  the  country  enforced,  and  to  see  peace  arid  order  prevail ;  I  believe 
that.  But  at  the  same  time,  while  he  was  trying  to  ascertain  who  these  offenders 
were,  he  was  making  preparations  to  have  other  things  mixed  up  with  it  for  northern 
conBumption. 

Question,  That  is  your  judgment  about  it? 

AtmDer.  That  is  my  honest  conviction,  from  all  I  could  see. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  men  who  committed  the  crime  for  which  the  parties  were 
being  tried  in  the  Ku-Klux  disguise  when  it  was  being  committed? 

Answer.  The  evidence  tended  to  show  that,  and  there  is  no  doubt  of  it. 

QuestioH,  You  said  there  was  some  uniformity  in  their  disguise  Y 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  from  the  evidence,  it  seemed  that  the  disguises  were  a  little  dif- 
ferent, as  though  they  belonged  to  diflV:rcut  bands. 

QwBsUon,  Was  not  the  crime  committed  by  a  band  of  disguised  men  f 

Answer,  From  the  testimony,  they  seemocl  to  understand  each  other. 

QuMtum,  They  had  signs  by  which  to.undersiand  each  other f 

Answer.  There  seemed  to  be  whistles  used  that  night. 

Question,  Was  it  not  natural  that  an  attorney  should  inquire'  into  such  an  organiza- 
tion as  that,  in  making  that  investigation'  f 

Anmcer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  Then  why  did  you  think  his  purpose  was  to  excite  the  northern  mindf 

Anmver,  From  the  fact  that  he  extended  it  almost  too  long,  and  he  had  a  great  many 
things  brought  in  that  were  outside  of  that  parti<?ulsir  case,  and  wanted  to  show  that 
there  was  an  organization  that  had  existed  down  there  for  some  time,  a  thing  which 
had  nothing  to  do  with  this  investigation. 

Question.  You  have  been  a  lawyer  for  a  great  while  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  not  common  when  a  defendant  is  on  trial  to  show  that  he  has  a  good 
character  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  is  it  not  common  to  try  and  show  that  before  that  he  had  been  guilty 
of  crimes  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  Governor  Parsons  showing  what  was  done  before  that  timef 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  they  were  not  trying  the  organization,  only  men  who  were  ao- 
ensed  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Luke.  Theyshould  have  confined  themselves  to  ascertain- 
ing whether  those  men  did  the  murder,  and  he  should  then  have  made  an  inquiry 
whether  they  belonged  to  the  Ku-Klux  Klan. 

Question.  The  first  inquiry  was  into  t  he  existence  of  the  Elan  ? 

Answer.  The  evidence  was  clear  that  Luke  and  the  others  had  been  hung  by  men  in 
disguise.  Mr.  Parsons  should  have  shown  that  these  parties  belonged  to  the  Ku- 
Klux. 

(luestion.  Not  to  that  particular  klan,  but  to  some  other  klan  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu^tion.  Was  it  not  important  to  show  that  some  other  klan  existed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  1  do  not  think  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  show  that  the  Klan 
had  whipped  a  certain  negro  at  this  place,  and  another  at  that  place;  had  visited  this 
house  and  that  house ;  that  is  the  part  I  think  was  gotten  up  for  northern  consump- 
tion. 

Quesiion,  Was  it  not  all  true  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  true  or  not.  One  of  the  witnesses  who  testified 
to  a  great  deal  of  it,  to  show  his  character  now,  upon  cross-examination  admitted  that 
he  bad  written  on  to  the  North  for  counterfeit  money ;  he  admitted  on  the  stand  that 
ho  was  guilty  of  that.  That  was  the  character  of  a  witness  proving  these  various  out- 
rages there. 

Question.  Did  you  not  yourself  know  that  these  various  ontrages  were  conunitted 
ootside  of  what  the  witness  said  f 
Answer.  I  know  it  from  rumor. 

Question.  Is  it  not  generally  understood  in  the  community,  and  not  deniisdf 
Answer,.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

QMestion,  Why  conceal  them  from  northern  men,  or  anybody  else  f 
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Avs^cer.  We  never  attempt e<l  to  conceal  it :  but  we  want  northern  people  to  nrnVr- 
Btand  wbat  these  ontrugt's  are  for.  The  uortneru  jwople  have  got  up  the  idea  that  no 
repulilican  man  ciui  couie  I'roui  the  North  down  here,  or  that  if  he  does  thb  Khm 
would  ujob  him.  We  hay  that  the»c  disguised  men  are  nothing  Imt  ]»atrol8  in  the 
country,  for  the  purpose  of  whipping  out  bad  men,  whom  northern  men  undonlnediy 
would  Ku-Khix,  lor  it  seems  they  get  up  some  little  disturbances  theraselve«8<Hn«>- 
timed.  We  think  this  investigation  was  carried  on  as  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
to  show  that  there  was  a  grand  political  organization  down  there^  gottetr  np  for 
improper  purposes  to  carry  elections.  That  is  what  I  mean  when  I  saj-  that  Ihia 
iuveetigation  was  carried  on  for  northern  ctmsumptiou. 

^eaUon.  You  have  that  evidence  iniuted  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Queatien,  Waa  it  not  printed  f 

Anstcer.  It  was  copied  and  brought  to  Washington  ;  I  understood  Bir.  Piosons  bad  it 
coi^itni  and  brought  to  Washington. 

i^estion.  Did  Governor  Paihons  inquire  of  the  witnesses  whether  this  organizatioQ 
was  political  f 

Answer,  1  understood  Force  pretended  to  say  it  was  political. 

Question,  Did  Force  say  anything  in  regard  to  that  organization  that  was  not  troef 
I  mean  did  he  make  it  out  any  worse  than  you  understand  it  to  be? 

Answer,  I  do  not  understand  it  to  be  an  organization  to  control  votes. 

Question,  Did  he  tell  of  any  greater  outrages  committed  by  them  than  ihty  have 
really  perjietrated,  or  did  he  tell  of  as  many  even  ? 

^jwirer.  1  think  he  told  only  about  the  night  he  was  out,  and  whipped  some  negroes. 
I  think  Force  tried  to  make  this  impression,  and  his  testimony  was  no  doubt  put  down 
for  that  purpose,  and  that  I  say  was  intended  for  northern  consumption ;  he  said  be 
learned  Irom  Johnson  that  this  was  an  organization  of  a  political  character,  intended 
to  control  the  negro  vote.  1  think  that  is  a  wrong  impression  to  go  North,  becanee  I 
do  not  believe  the  organization  is  intendetl  to  he  of  a  political  character  at  all,  or  to 
interfere  with  the  negroes  in  their  votes.  But  now  the  republicans  down  there  charge 
the  organization  with  having  that  for  its  object,  and  they  have  endeavored  to  get 
pieces  written  for  the  pai>ers,  which  have  been  copied  in  our  republican  papers,  and 
sent  North  for  the  purpose  of  producing  the  same  impression  among  northern  republi- 
cans, so  that  those  kind  of  bills  that  have  been  passed,  similar  to  the  one  last  spring, 
and  the  euforconient  act  and  all  that,  might  be  passed  by  Congress.  We  look  upoo 
that  as  done  iiurely  for  our  special  benelit,  intended  really  for  the  South,  and  for  oar 
oppression. 

Question,  Intended  to  operate  where  the  evil  existed? 

Awtwer.  Exactly  ;  I  suppose  it  does. 

Question.  It  is  only  because  the  evil  existed  in  the  South  that  yon  8irpxM>8ed  it  w&9 
intended  for  the  South  f 

Answer.  Well,  we  have  different  notions  down  there  about  these  things. 

X^uestion,  As  a  matter  of  law,  can  a  requisition  issue  from  one  governor  to  another, 
before  a  bill  of  indictment  has  been  brought  in  by  the  grand  jury?  Must  there  not 
be  some  proceeding  in  a  court  of  record  ? 

Answer,  I  suppose  it  would  be  necessary ;  but  in  a  case  of  this  sort,  I  think  the 
governor  of  Georgia  would  have  authorized  the  military  to  go  there  and  take  the  man. 

(Question.  Would  you  have  had  the  governor  of  Alabama  i^sue  a  requisition  in  an 
informal  way,  not  basing  it  upou  what  was  absolutely  required  by  the  law? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  would  not.  But,  as  I  uuderstaud,  the  noxt  week  afterward  thtK 
was  a  true  bill  found  against  Johnson,  and  yet  no  rc^quisition  has  ever  \yeeu  inad«. 
Govei'uor  Smith  gave  his  personal  attention  to  this  matter  when  he  was  np  there ;  ow 
of  the  associate  justices  of  the  supreme  court  remained  there  two  months ;  of  cour^ 
they  ought  to  have  had  the  thing  carried  out  if  they  believed  in  it.  The  bill  has.  no 
doubt,  ix'en  found  against  the  man  ;  the  county  ha^  discharged  its  duty  &s  far  as  that 
is  concerned ;  but  no  re<iuisition  was  made  that  I  ever  heard  of. 

Question,  When  was  the  bill  found  ? 

Answer.  The  next  week  after. 

Qu&tion,  By  the  grand  jury  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  so  I  have  understood.  I  have  never  read  the  bill,  and  n#  reqni^- 
eition  has  been  made. 

Question,  What  was  the  reason  Luke  and  those  other  men  were  not  put  in  jail  that 
night  f 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  think  the  justice  said  he  \\'ante<l  to  examine  them  fnrther. 
wanted  some  other  testimony.  Luke  and  some  of  the  citizens  of  Cross  Plains,  about  j 
10  o'clock  at  night,  understood  that  there  was  some  dauger  of  disguised  men  coming; 
there  and  taking  them  away.  They  called  upon  the  superintendent  of  the  railroad 
there  to  have  them  sent  down ;  but  the  superintendent  did  not  think  it  was  necessary: 
as  far  as  the  citizens  were  concerned  they  tried  to  get  them  sent  down  j  that  came  oat 
iu  the  investigation  there. 
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Question*  You  say  tbere  was  some  notice  or  apprehension  of  an  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  Ku-Klux  to  take  these  persons  and  hang  them  T 

Answer,  A  rnmor  to  that  effect  got  out  before  12  o*clock. 

Question.  Was  any  effort  made  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  to  prevent  it  ? 

Attswer,  None  that  I  know.  There  was  the  sheriff  of  the  county  there,  a  republican, 
bis  deputy,  and  a  guard  there.  Why  it  was  not  done  I  do  not  know.  It  was  like  a 
great  many  things ;  probably  they  did  not  believe  it ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  would  have 
believed  it  if  I  had  be«n  there. 

Question,  Suppose  these  persons  had  been  put  in  Jail,  could  uot  the  men  have  guarded 
that  jail  successfully  against  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  They  would  have  been  safer  in  jail  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Question*  You  say  you  do  not  believe  Any  one  klan  agreed  upon  the  murder  of  these 
men? 

Answer,  Ko,  sir;  I  do  not  think  so ;  if  there  is  any  such  thing  as  a  klan  there,  I  do 
not  think  that  klan  organized  for  this  purpose ;  I  think  it  was  rather  an  agreement 
among  some  men  there  that  it  should  bo  done. 

Question,  Yon  do  not  think  there  was  any  regular  meeting  of  the  klan  and  voting 
upon  it  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  so. 

Question,  Why  not? 

Answer,  From  the  fact  that  there  is  testimony  tending  to  show  that  some  came 
fyom.  one  direction  four  or  five  miles  off,  and  some  from  another  direction  five  or  six 
miles  off,  and  that  there  were  citizens  there  from  various  parts  of  the  county,  north 
and  northeast.  Knowing  the  topography  of  the  country  there  as  I  do,  I  think  if  there 
18  a  klan  up  there,  there  should  be  one  about  three  miles  in  a  northeast  direction,  and 
if  there  is  any  other  klan  it  should  be  some  distance  still  further  up  in  another  section. 
Now,  it  would  teem  that  the  men  came  from  one  direction  that  was  differeiii.  from 
where  I  would  suppose  one  of  these  klans  was,  judging  from  the  topography  of  the 
country,  and  the  number  of  people  in  the  different  valleys  there ;  and  then  some  came 
&om  another  direction. 

Question,  You  suppose  the  party  contained  members  of  several  klans  f 

Ansicer,  If  there  is  such  a  thing  as  different  klans  there.  I  would  say  the  business 
tbere  that  night  was  done  by  persons  of  different  klans.  I  think  the  evidence  shows 
that  there  were  different  kinds  of  disguises. 

Question.  And  they  met  at  a  given  jdace  f  -^ 

Anstver,  They  met  at  12  o'clock. 

Question,  Does  not  that  show  a  concert  between  the  klans  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  it  showed  a  concert  between  the  men  who  committed  the 
act,  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  would  be  a  concert  between  the  klans. 

Question.  Did  not  the  whole  evidence  satisfy  you  that  there  were  klans  in  that 
county  f 

Answer.  The  evidence  satisfied  me  that  there  were  bands  of  disguised  men  in  some 
two  or  three  parts  of  the  country. 

Question,  And  that  there  were  some  variations  ki  their  disguises  f 

Answer,  The  evidence  tended  to  show  that  some  appeared  in  yellow  gowns  and  some 
in  red  gowns ;  I  do  not  know  whether  that  testimony Vould  be  reliable  or  not.  I  be- 
lieve that  some  of  the  testimony  tended  to  show  that  sonie  of  them  had  black  dis- 
guises ;  I  am  not  certain  about  that.  I  think  that  in  three  different  parts  of  our  county- 
there  were  organizations  of  disguised  men,  according  to  the  evidence. 

Question.  Organizations  that  existed  there  f  , 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  they  exist  there  now  or  not.  That  afiBair  itself  got  to 
be  such  a  big  affair  that  the  people  commenced  talking  about  it. 

QuestioTL  Why  do  you  say  that  naturally  a  klan  womd  have  been  about  three  miles 
from  town  ? 

Answer,  Because  there  is  a  valley  there,  and  it  would  be  about  the  center  where  the 
cross-roads  would  meet  j  that  is  the  only  reason.  There  is  a  little  place  there  called 
Ladiga,  and  then  there  is  another  place  further  up  the  valley,  called  Andersouville  or 
Spring  Garden.  There  would  be  probably  a  klan  along- in  that  section  of  the  country  ;• 
I  suppose  a  klan  ought  to  take  in  an  area  of  ten  miles,  or  five  miles ;  that  is  about 
VihsLt  we  used  to  have  in  the  old  patrol  time. 

Question.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  their  dividing  that  county  up  into  sections  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  anything  more  about  the  organization :  never  be- 
longed to  it,  never  was  invited  to  join  any  s.uch  thing ;  and  for  that  I'eason  I  am  sort  of 
inclined  to  think  it  was  not  political. 

Question,  You  think  this  particular  outrage  was  not  agreed  upon  by  any  camp  f 

Amwer,  I  do  not  think  it  was ;  I  think  it  was  fixed  up  thatday. 

Question.  So  far  as  your  information  reaches,  is  it  the  practice  of  these  klans  to  agree 
beforehand  upon  outrages  to  be  committed  ? 
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Answer,  I  have  understood — ^how  I  got  it,  and  from  wbom,  I  do  not  know ;  bat  it  is 
like  we  find  out  a  great  many  things,  and  it  does  not  make  much  impression  upon  your 
mind  as  to  who  told  you — I  have  understood  that  they  meet  and  decide  that  a  eertaia 
man  shall  be  whipped,  and  then  they  appoint  some  man,  I  have  understood,  who  is 
called  the  Grand  Hawk  of  the  night,  who  is  captain  over  eight  or  nine  men,  and  they 
go  out  and  whip  the  fellow. 

Qtiesiion.  In  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  camp  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  thej'  sent  their  orders  from  one  camp  to  another  to 
be  executed  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  such  things,  but  I  do  not  know  about  them.  I  think  there  is 
more  talk  about  it  than  what  there  really  is ;  I  do  not  think  there  is  an  organization  of 
that  general  character  which  it  has  been  endeavored  to  show  that  there  is ;  and  even 
what  there  is  in  our  section  of  the  country  is  dying  away  gradually ;  the  leading  demo- 
cratic papers  ^re  speaking  out  boldly  against  it,  and  have  been  for  the  last  year.  Tb© 
leading  citizens  are  crymg  out  against  it;  they  have  got  tired  of  it  and  want  it 
stopped. 

^estion.  Was  it  supposed  that  West  was  in  any  way  connecte<l  with  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  suppose  he  is.  If  there  is  anything  in  the  Kn-Elux  organization, 
he  has  removed  his  case  from  a  county  where  some  disguised  men  have  appeared,  to  a 
republican  county  where  there  are  no  disguised  men.  If  ho  is  a  member  of  the  Klan, 
I  should  have  supposed  he  would  have  kept  his  case  within  his  klanship ;  but  he  baa 
removed  it  to  a  county  that  was  strongly  republican  for  a  good  while,  until  recently  ; 
it  has  changed  over  now 

Question.  Did  not  he  make  the  removal  after  Mr.  Force  disclosed  the  fact  ^at  he  hful 
been  out  on  a  raid  T 

Answer.  He  moved  for  a  change  of  venue  at  the  last  spring  court.  He  had  to  swear 
off  Calhoun  county ;  that  was  the  nearest  county ;  or  probably  it  might  have  been 
agreed  between  the  solicitors  that  it  should  go  there ;  but  if  the  affidavit  was  regularly 
made  he  would  have  to  swear  off  Calhoun  County. 

Question.  Provided  the  State  insisted  f 

Aitsioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  under  your  laws,  by  agreement,  he  might  jump  a  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  appear  for  Mr.  West  t 

Ansicer.  Nt),  sir,  I  did  not. 

Quettion.  Yovt  say  that  he  might  possibly  have  been  guilty  of  some  impropriety  t 

Answer.  I  think  very  likely  he  was  guilty  of  something ;  I  do  not  think  there  was 
anything  done  ;  it  was  only  an  attempt.    I  judge  so  from  the  fact  that  he  wonld  not 
have  changed  his  venue  if  there  had  not  been  some  impropriety.    That  is  generally 
'  pretty  good  evidence  that  a  man  is  seeking  for  time  when  ho  changes  his  venue. 

Question.  You  think  this  organization  was  formed  under  the  apprehension  that  tbere 
was  going  to  be  negro  militia? 

Anstcer.  I  wish  to  be  imderstood  this  way :  from  what  I  could  gather  two  years  ago, 
there  was  a  pretty  strong  organization  to  be  formed  j  probably  three  years  ago,  I  be- 
lieve it  was  three;  but  it  never  was  carried  out;  I  thmk  they  disbanded  when  GeDend 
Grant  was  elected ;  that  was  what  I  have  heard  since  this  investigation  has  ciem- 
menced,  the  investigation  of  this  committee.  I  have  heard  citizens  speaking  of  it  a 
great  deal.  I  have  heard  men  in  the  streets  of  my  town  speak  about  it,  and  say  tlmt 
three  or  four  years  ago  they  were  organized  along  through  there,  but  they  were  dis- 
banded about  the  time  General  Grant  was  elected.  Men  joined  it  for  different  pur- 
poses, having  different  objects  and  motives  in  view.  One  man  would  SJiy  that  there 
was  going  to  be  negro  militia,  and  he  would  go  into  it  for  self-protection.  Anot-her 
man  would  say  that  there  was  some  danger  in  the -Union  League,  and  they  wanted  to 
offset  that.  Now  all  of  these  things  have  been  discussed  even  since  your  investigation 
has  commenced. 

Question.  Have  there  not  been  some  recent  outrages  in  that  country  ? 
'  AnstPer.  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  anything  of  a  serious  nature  for  some  time.     I 
heard  since  I  was  summoned  that  eight  or  nine  Ku-Klux  had  passed  throiigh  our  town 
•  within  the  last  three  weeks,  but  what  they  had  done  I  do  not  know.    The  Paytona 
affair  has  rather  quieted  things  in  our  country. 

Question.  You  think  that  another  object,  and  i>erhaps  the  main  obiect,  was  to  go  after 
those  negroes  who  reported  these  men  to  the  Freedmen^s  Bureau  for  slapping  them  when 
they  had  difficulties  i 

Answer.  What  I  mean  by  that  is,  that  class  of  negroes  who  will  not  work,  who  will 
not  do  their  duty,  who  would  go  about  andisteal ;  and  if  they  hired  out  to  work  wonld 
not  dlsoharge  their  duty,  or  fall  out  with  their  employers,  and  then  go  up  and  tell  a 
great  long  t^le  betbi-e  the  Bureau  or  before  our  present  justices  of  the  peace,  and  have 
them  arrested.    They  probably  wanted  an  organization  ready  for  that  class  of  mon. 

Question,  So  as  to  keep  them  from  giving  information  f 
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Anmcer,  To  keep  tliexn  from  telling  1ie8*and  swearing  lies,  not  from  giving  the  right 
kind  of  information.  I  do  not  think  that  this  Ku-Klux  organization,  or  patrols,  or 
whatever  you  may  call  it,  intended  to  interfere  with  the  right  class  of  people,  either 
white  or  hlack. 

QuaaiUm,  You  think  the  organization  was  directed  principally  against  the  negroes  f 
Anitvoer,  Because  they  were  the  class  where  there  was  more  idleness  and  more  thiev- 
ing and  more  drones. 

^lestion.  It  was  principally  directed  against  the  negroes,  and  it  was  entirely  com- 
posed of  white  men  and  members  of  the  democratic  party  ? 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  entirely  composed  of  members  of  the  demooratio  party,  of 
white  men  ;  that  it  was  intended  principally  for  the  negroes  who  failed  to  work,  who 
were  guilty  of  various  little  petty  larcenies;  and  for  any  white  man,  whether  republi- 
can or  demo<)rat,  who  became  rather  a  nuisance  to  society. 
QtkesUon,  And  they  struck  Mr.  Crook  f 
Annwei'.  They  frightened  Mr.  Crook ;  they  never  hurt  him. 
Qufeaiion,  They  put  a  rope  around  his  neck  ? 
Anaxcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Que$lum,  They  took  him  out  of  his  house  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  he  had  stalled  to  move,  I  think,  in  the  fall  of  1868. 
Question,  1  understood  you  to  use  this  language :  ''That  they  did  it  to  let  him  know 
they  were  out  ?" 

Anstotr,  Well,  I  say  this,  that  he  became  obnoxious  to  those  men,  from  the  fact  that 
be  had  been  a  southern  man  and  a  secessionist,  had  voted  the  secession  ticket,  as  they 
supposed,  and  I  expect  is  time,  for  his  brother  was  a  member  of  the  secession  conven- 
.tioil,  and  he  himself  was  a  large  slaveholder.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  joined  the 
Union  League,  as  they  supposed,  for  improper  purposes.  And  then  he  had  suffered  him- 
self to  be  run  by  the  negroes  for  clerk  of  the  county,  and  they  rather  thought  that  he 
ought  not  t4>  do  that ;  that  he  ought  to  have  left  that  for  some  other  person. 

QaestUm,  Did  they  not  take  him  out  of  the  house  and  put  a  rope  around  his  neck  f 
Answer,  Yes,  but  not  out  of  his  house ;  they  took  him  out  of  the  house  where  he  was 
stopping. 

Question,  Did  they  swing  him  up  ? 
Ansiver,  O.  no,  not  that  1  ever  heard. 

Question,  Did  they  permit  him  to  dress  himself  before  they  carried  him  out  of  the 
house  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  about  that  j  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  that  they  did 
not. 

^Question,  Was  he  a  man  of  character,  connected  with  good  families? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  connected  with  good  families  in  the  county. 
Question.  His  only  offense  was  that  he  was  elected  by  the  republicans  of  the  county 
to  the  clerkship  of  the  county,  and  the  charges  made  against  him  as  to  joining  the 
republican  party  T 

Answer.  And  his  affiliating  rather  too  much  with  the  negroes. 
Question,  To  secure  his  election  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  for  what. 

Question,  You  say  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  letting  him  know  they  were  out,  and  that 
he  must  trim  his  sails  accordinglv ;  what  do  you  mean  by  that  f 

Answer,  1  suppose  it  was  that  ne  should  not  do  anything  in  his  office  outside  of  what 
he  legally  ought  to. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  that  they  meant  that  he  must  stop  leading  the  re- 
publicans, and  organizing  tbem  f 

Answer.  Of  course  I  was  only  giving  my  opinion,  for  I  do  not  know  what  their 
object  was.  I  was  saying  I  could  not  see  why  they  did  it,  unless  it  was  to  prevent  his 
mixing  up  too  much  with  the  Union  League  down  there.  We  did  not  know  so  much 
about  republicans  then ;  it  was  rather  the  Union  League.  The  Union  League  was 
rather  regarded  as  au  organization  against  the  southern  people,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  lands  conliscated  and  being  in  opposition  to  real  southern  men.  They  did  not 
believe  that  a  man  whose  property  had  consisted  so  largely  in  slaves  who  had  been 
.  emancipated,  should  have  thrown  himself  immediately  into  the  arms  of  the  people  who 
had  freed  our  negroes;  that  he  ought  nut  to  have  joined  that  party,  and  ought  not  to 
have  run  for  office,  because  the  people  down  there  thought  it  was  rather  forced  upon  us. 
Question,  Was  it  not  the  fact  that  a  sonthern  man  who  had  been  a  large  slave-owner, 
and  had  high  connections,  and  was  himself  a  man  of  character,  intelligence,  and  stand- 
ing, would  be  a  most  efficient  leader  in  the  republican  party  ? 

Answer,  He  is  not  that  character  of  man  who  would  make  a  prominent  leader. 
Question,  Was  not  his  name  and  acts  there  of  considerable  service  to  the  party  t 
Answer,  No,  sir,  1  do  not  think  they  were;  he  was  a  very  good  farmer,  and  attended 
closely  to  his  business,  and  was  one  who  made  his  slaves  work  close  up ;  he  got  all 
the  labor  out  of  them  that  he  could  possibly  get. 
Question.  He  was  a  resolute,  energetic  man? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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QueBtum,  A  man  of  sense  f  ji^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  good,  praniical  farming;  sense.  L 

Quesium,  How  many  cases  do  yon  know  of  where  negroes  have  disguised  tlieaidelv'iTj 
in  yonr  county,  and  gone  oat  and  attacked  some  of  their  own  color ;  more  tliau  oueT  L 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  times  have  they  done  thatf 

Answer.  1  am  trying  to  recollect.  I  know  of  two  cases  where  I  have  appeared  for 
negroes  on  two  ditferont  occasions,  where  it  was  said  that  they  appeared  in  disguise ; 
and  at  the  last  term  of  the  court  there  were  three  ^— —  H^ 

Question,  Do  you  mean  two  separate  cases  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  At  the  last  term  of  the  court  there  three  were  indicted  under  the 
statate  against  Ku-Klux,  hut  we  got  them  off.  You  see  it  is  a  penitentiary  offense ;  ^re 
got  them  off  on  that.  Wo  got  a  new  trial,  and  they  found  them  guilty  of  assault  and 
battery,  and  fined  them  five  hundred  dollars.  t! 

Question,  There  was  no  difficulty  in  identifying  these  negroes?  ' 

Answer,  There  was  some,  but  still  the  proof  was  sufficient;  the  negroes  swore  rigU 
out  that  they  were  the  ones. 

Question,  There  was  no  great  difficulty  in  identifying  them  f 

Answer,  There  was  difficulty. 

Quftstion,  Did  they  identify  them  f 

Anstcer,  The  negro  that  was  whipped  identified  them. 

Question,  Were  they  in  disguise  T 

Aiutwer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  is  it  that  yon  can  identify  negroes  when  they  commit  these  offenses 
in  disguise,  and  you  cannot  identify  white  men  that  do  so  t 

Answer,  No  white  man  identified  them.  A  negro  swears  right  plump  out  that  it  is 
so ;  he  will  swear  almost  anything  to  carry  his  point.  They  so  swore  m  this  case.  1 
do  not  know  whether  the  negroes  were  guilty  or  not.  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think 
they  were,  although  I  defend^  them. 

Question,  1  am  asking  how  the  negroes  could  identify  their  own  color  who  wentiu 
disguise  and  whipped  them,  and  do  not  identify  white  men  who  did  so  f 

Answer.  I  sup])ose  the  white  men  prepared  a  better  disguise.  The  negroes  did  not 
do  it  up  so  artistically  as  the  others. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  known  of  disgnised  bands  of  negroes  committing  an  outra^ 
upon  white  men  in  your  country  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  call  to  mind  any. 

QueetUm,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  such  ? 

Answer,  I  have  heard  where  they  were  not  in  disguise  giving  our  people  a  pretty 
good  thrashing. 

QuesUon,  You  mean  in  an  open  fight  f 

Answer,  Yos,  sir;  a  fair  open  fight,  and  we  never  interrupted  them  for  it 

Question,  You  said  you  had  known  of  one  instance  where  a  negro  who  had  voted  the 
democratic  ticket  got  into  a  fight  about  it,  and  was  whipped  ?* 

Answer,  That  was  in  our  town. 

Question,  Have  you  known  of  any  other  instance  than  that  f 

Answer,  That  is  the  oul  v  one.  A  blacksmith  there  is  always  coming  to  me  and  saying 
they  were  going  to  whip  him  for  something  of  that  sort. 

Question,  You  say  you  think  there  were  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  negroes  in  yoor 
county  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket  t 

Answer,  That  is,  at  the  last  election ;  so  I  have  understood. 

QuesUon,  Have  you  ever  known  a  negro  to  attack  and  abuse  a  white  man  for  voting 
the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  ^ 

QuesHon,  Did  you  ever  know  them  to  make  any  effort  to  keep  white  men  from  voting 
the  democratic  ticket  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  any  case  of  that  sort  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  that  a  negro  in  your  county  who  votes  the  democratic 
ticket  is  safer  from  these  attacks  than  one  who  votes  the  republican  ticket? 

Answer,  No,  he  is  not  safer,  where  both  work  well  and  behave  themselves.  If  he* 
votes  the  democratic  ticket  and  turns  out  to  be  thieving  and  committing  depredations 
of  that  sort,  I  think  they  would  come  down  upon  him  more  severely  probably,  because 
they  would  think  his  motive  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket  was  rather  a  bad  one. 

Questsen,  But  snpi)06e  they  thought  bis  motive  in  voting  the  democratic  ticket  was  a 
good  one  f 

Answer,  Then,  if  he  committed  a  theft,  if  he  killed  hogs,  stole  chickens,  or  stole  com, 
they  would  punish  him ;  no  doubt  about  that. 

Question,  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  convicting  negroes  before  the  courts  for  doing 
theM  things  f 

Ansxcer,  We  have  got  a  great  many  of  them  clear  upon  technicalities.  I  am  satisfied 
thi^  negro  has  a  fair  tiiaL 
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Question.  There  is  no  indisposition  to  convict  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  The  people  there  have  given  them  fair  trials,  and  have  acquitted 
I  great  many  who  ought  to  have  been  found  guilty ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  they  have 
Irer  found  one  guilty  who  was  innocent.  The  negro  has  a  fair  showing  in  our  section 
lf  the  country. 

Question.  Have  you  negroes  upon  your  juries? 

Answer.  The  clerks  and  sheriffs  and  judges  of  probate  are  republicans ;  they  have  ap- 
^Dinted  negroes  upon  our  juries,  but  the  judge  invariably  discharges  them  ;  he  does 
lot  believe  that  they  are  competent. 

Question.  They  do  not  sit  upon  juries  in  your  county  f 

Ansurer.  In  our  county  they  never  have,  but  they  have  in  the  county  below — in  Tal- 
lldega. 

(Question.  Is  your  judge  a  republican  ? 
■■  Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  sets  them  aside  upon  the  ground  that  they  are  incompetent  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  no  difficulty  in  convicting  a  negro  for  these  little  petty  thefts,  if 
piiltyt 

Answer.  None  in  the  world. 
.  Question.  Then  what  can  be  the  necessity  for  this  extreme  mode  of  proceeding  against 
ttiem  for  these  lirtle  thefts  T 

Answer.  None,  only  that  I  snpiK>se  these  men  who  belong  to  this  organisation  do 
not  wish  to  take  the  trouble  of  having  the  matter  investigated  in  court  when  they  can 
attend  to  it  so  easily. 

Question.  Is  there  not  danger  of  their  punishing  an  innocent  man  sometimes  f 

Answer.  O.  yes,  and  they  ought  not  to  do  it. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  they  have  ever  punished  an  innocent  man  t 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  their  punishing  an  innocent  man. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  all  they  have  punished  have  been  punished  for  crimes 
tiiey  have  been  guilty  of  t 

Answer.  The  punishments  have  not  been  great  in  our  section  of  the  country. 

Question.  Have  tliero  been  many  thefts,  &c.  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  they  do  not  punish  for  every  theft.  I  want  you  to  understand 
that  these  Ku-Klux  are  not  in  all  parts  of  the  county,  or  all  over  the  county,  only  in 
certain  different  neighborhoods,  rx'obably  in  the  two  counties  next  to  us,  I  haT« 
never  heard  of  the  klans  being  there  ;   it  is  only  now  and  then  they  spring  up. 

Question.  They  select  whom  they  will  punish  for  offenses  ;  they  do  not  punish  all  f 

Answer.  I  hear  of  now  and  then  one. 

Question.  Is  there  not  a  general  terror  of  the  Ku-Klux  among  the  colored  people 
there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  colored  people  have  slept  out  of  their  houses  on 
account  of  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  think  that  is  so. 

Question.  Is  there  not  a  great  deal  of  clamor  among  the  white  people  about  the 
negroes  voting  and  getting  control  of  the  State  by  being  allowed  to  vote  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  tLere  is  not  much  said  about  that  subject.  1  think  that  npon  prin- 
ciple a  minority  of  the  white  people  of  the  State  are  opposed  to  negroes  voting ;  they 
tlunk  the  ballot  is  unsafe  in  their  hands,  from  the  fact  that  they  are  incompetent,  and 
do  not  know  what  they  are  voting  for;  they  think  that  their  i>erBons  and  property  are 
unsafe  in  the  hands  of  ignorant  men  who  have  the  ballot ;  a  great  many  believe  that. 

Question.  Do  not  the  negroes  understand  very  well  that  these  bands  are  made  np  of 
democrats  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  the  negroes  understand  that.  They  just  call  them  all  Ku- 
RInx  ;  they  do  not  know  what  party  they  belong  to  ;  they  do  not  know  much  about 
democracy. 

Question.  Yon  think  these  operations  had  no  effect  in  keeping  the  negroes  tnan 
voting  at  the  last  election  t 

Answer.  Kot  in  our  section  ;  I  am  satisfied  it  did  not ;  I  do  not  think  »  negro  was 
kept  fram  the  polls. 

By  Mr.  Cobubn  : 

Question.  Do  you  consider  Marion  and  Fayette  Counties  in  the  district  yoa  have 
been  testifying  about  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Your  testimony  would  not  apply  to  any  outrage  committed  over  in  Marion 
and  Fayette  Counties  T 

Answer.  No,  sir';  my  testimony  is  confined  to  the  northeast  portion  of  the  State 
adjoining  Georgia. 

Question.  You  have  mentioned  the  patrol  several  times ;  that  is  an  institntion  peoo* 
liar  to  the  South  f 
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• 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Give  us *a  description  of  what  the  patrol  ased  to  be. 

Answer.  Before  the  war  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

A)iswer.  Before  the  war  they  were  men  selected  by  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  pre- 
cincts, whose  duty  V-  was  to  visit  negro  quarters  and  chastiso,  not  to  exceed  thirty- 
nine  lashes,  any  uegio  caught  off  the  premises  of  his  master  without  a  permission  m 
writing ;  probably  after  a  time  it  got  down  to  fifteen  lashes  ;  and  they  went  from  one 
house  to  another. 

Question.  What  time  did  they  perform  that  duty  T 

Answer.  At  night  invariably. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  in  a  locality  or  ncifjihborhood  T 

Answer.  Probably  there  would  be  two  companies,  six  in  each  company,  with  a  cap- 
tain, confined  to  a  precinct  of  say  ten  miles  square ;  hardly  that,  say  six  miles. 

Question.  Were  they  paid  f 

Atiswer.  No,  sir;  they  were  not  paid. 

Question.  Was  it  a  voluntary  system  t     , 

Answer.  No,  sir  :  the  justice  had  the  right  to  appoint  any  one. 

Question.  That  duty  was  compulsory  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  often  did  they  go  around  t 

Answer.  Well,  in  some  sections  of  the  country  they  would  go  aronnd  once  a  weet 
then  sometimes  they  would  not  go  more  than  once  a  month ;  I  think  they  were  reqaired 
probably  to  go  around  once  a  month. 

Question.  \ou  have  said  that  these  Ku-Klux  were  perhaps  the  successors  of  the 
patrols  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  what  I  believe. 

Question.  Now  as  to  the  manner  in  which  these  Ku-Klnx  operate  ;  do  they  inflict 
punishment  in  the  same  way  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  whipping  has  been  confined  principally  to 
colored  men,  but  now  and  then  they  whip  a  white  man,  but  these  white  men  are 
invariably  the  scum  of  society.  It  is  no  use  to  call  them  republicans  or  deniocrat& 
They  are  hardly  much ;  just  the  mere  scum  of  society,  and  would  perhaps  vote  the 
democratic  ticket  as  soon  as  the  republican  ticket.  They  pick  out  such  a  man  as  that 
and  give  him  a  genteel  thrashing. 

Question.  With  what  do  they  whip  them  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  suppose  just  with  a  switch  or  a  leather  strap. 

Question,  Who  prescribes  the  punishment,  and  indicates  what  it  shall  be  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.    There  seems  to  be  one  man  alon^  who  does  the  whipping. 

Question.  Did  the  evidence  iu  the  investigation  show  that  they  hiid  any  rales  by 
which  they  operated  f 

Answer.  The  evidence  in  the  Paytona  investigation  showed  that  they  traveled 
around  near  this  place,  Ladiga,  up  and  down  the  creek,  and  visited  some  fonr  or  five 
houses  there,  within  probably  two  years;  that  they  had  taken  out  a  white  boy  and 
whipped  him,  and  I  think  one  other  band  whipped  a  negro. 

Question.  I  am  not  asking  for  instances  of  outrages  f 

Answer.  Do  you  waut  to  know  how  it  was  done! 

Questiim.  I  am  asking  whether  they  have  any  regulations  or  rules  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

Question.  Have  they  any  oflBcersT 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  only  that  I  heard  that  there  was  an  officer  called  the  officer 
of  the  ni^ht,  or  something  in  that  way,  who  seemed  to  control  them  just  the  same  as 
the  captain  of  the  patrol  of  the  night. 

Question.  Did  the  evidence  show  that  they  had  passwords,  grips  and  signs  T 

Answer.  Force  said  they  had.  The  evidence  there  by  the  various  witnesses  showed 
that  they  were  controlled  by  means  of  a  whistle. 

Question.  You  said  something  about  rules;  that  they  had  rules  to  whip  and  not  to 
murder;  do  you  not  think  they  have  rules  of  that  kind? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  I  said  any  such  thing.  I  think  their  object  was  more 
to  whip  than  to  murder. 

Question,  Did  they  ever  nmrder  f 

Answer.  Only  iu  that  instance. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  Kiey  have  con^mitted  various 
murders  f  * 

Answer.  Only  in  that  instance,  in  that  Paytona  affair. 

Question.  Have  you  not  heard  that  over  in  Fayett-e  County,  within  the  last  three 
weeks,  they  have  murdered  three  colored  women  ? 

Anstcer,  No,  sir,  I  never  heanl  of  that  in  my  life. 

Question.  Have  you  not  heard  that  in  various  states  of  the  Union  they  have  mIl^ 
dered  more  than  one  hundred  people  t 
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Answer,  I  have  heard  through  the  newspapers  that  they  have  murdered  people ;  hut 
I  do  not  helieve  all  that  I  see  in  the  papers. 

Question,  Do  you  not  helieve,  as  milch  as  you  helieve  in  the  existence  of  anything  you 
have  not  seen,  that  there  have  been  divers  murders  committed  by  the  organization  in 
the  Southern  States  t 

Answer.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  there  hare  been,  but  I  have  no  reliable  informa- 
tion about  it ;  but  there  being  so  much  in  the  papers,  some  of  it  I  suppose  must  be 
true ;  but  I  du  not  know  of  any  in  the  State  of  Alabama  except  this  Paytona  affair. 

Question.  Do  you  not  believe  there  have  been  a  great  many  other  murders  in  Ala- 
bama? 

Answer,  I  know  there  have  been  a  great  many  men  killed  there. 

Question,  By  disguised  bands? 

Anstccr.  I  think  there  have  been  some  others,  besides  those  hung  at  Paytona, 
murdered  by  disguised  men. 

Question,  You  say  you  limit  your  testimony  to  the  community  in  which  you  live  T 

Answer.  I  wish  that  to  be  understood,  to  have  all  that  I  have  said  confined  to  the 
section  of  country  in  which  I  reside,  to  five  or  six  counties.  I  do  not  pretend  to  know 
what  occurs  in  Fayette,  Winston,  and  Morgan,  and  all  those  counties  over  there. 

Question,  There  is  some  testimony  about  the  number  of  Klaus  in  your  county.  I  do 
not  know  whether  you  said  that  the  evidence  disclosed  the  number  of  Klaus  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know.  Force  once  said  that  there  was  a  large  number,  but 
I  do  not  pretend  to  know.  I  do  not  think  he  knows,  nor  Johnson,  the  man  from  whom 
he  received  his  information. 

Question,  You  said  the  purpose  of  these  Klans  was  to  keep  the  negroes  from  swearing 
to  lies  ? 

Answer,  If  you  understood  the  negro  character^ 

Question,  What  is  the  presumption  down  there  as  to  the  negro  swearing? 

Afiswer,  The  presumption  is  that  the  negroes  cannot  tell  the  truth  ;  it  is  almost  im- 
poBsible  for  them  to  tell  the  truth ;  as  to  swearing,  they  have  no  great  regard  for  an 
oath,  with  a  few  exceptions.  When  they  have  become  a  little  intelligent,  have  been 
raised  as  body-servants,  probably  then  they  have  some  pride  about  them,  and  know 
the  nature  of  an  oath ;  but  the  great  mass  of  the  negroes  down  South  really  do  not 
know  the  nature  of  an  oath^  and  do  not  care. 

Question,  You  think  that  is  a  more  effectual  way  of  making  them  tell  the  truth  than 
to  punish  them  in  court  according  to  law  ? 

Answer,  What  I  mean  is  that  the  Ku-Klux  will  be  such  a  terror  to  the  negro  that  he 
will  not  do  anything  that  is  bad. 

Question.  And  in  addition  to  that,  he  regards  that  as  a  prompt  and  speedy  way  of 
puiiishment,  and  it  will  have  more  effect  tnan  to  wait  the  slow  process  of  the  law  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  knows  what  that  means  ;  but  as  for  lying  in  jail  six  months,  he 
would  not  care  nmch  about  that. 

Question,  That  is  a  remedy  for  peijury,  l^eving,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Another  difSculty  complained  of  in  that  section  of  the  country  is  in  regard 
to  collecting  taxes,  and  in  regard  to  frauds  upon  the  revenue.  Did  this  Klan  ever  assist 
the  Government  in  that  matter  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  ever  I  heard  of. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  that  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Question,  Did  they  ever  assist  the  Government  in  protecting  the  mail  routes  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  the  democratic  party  down  there  have  been  very  anxious  to 

five  the  Government  all  the  assistance  they  could,  because  there  has  been  a  great 
eal  of  thieving  going  on,  and  they  have  suffered ;  the  democratic  party  is  right  for  the 
Government  there.  If  the  democratic  party  is  the  Klan  down  there,  they  have  given 
the  Government  all  the  assistance  in  their  power. 

Question.  You  have  said  something  about  a  white  man  and  a  negro  getting  into  a 
controversy  about  some  mtitter,  and  that  if  the  negro  was  forward  and  saucy,  the  white 
man  would  slap  him  ? 

Answer,  Yes  sir,  they  might  do  that. 

Question,  Suppose  the  negro  did  the  slajpping  ? 

Answer,  If  he  did  he  would  just  get  scissors ;  he  would  not  be  punished  before  the 
court,  but  he  would  be  pitched  into  at  once  outside  of  the  court. 

Question.  They  would  not  tolerate  anything  of  that  kind  ? 

Anstoer,  If  a  negro  there  should  come  up  and  slap  a  white  man,  I  suppose  the  white 
man  and  his  friends  would  give  it  to  him ;  though,  if  he  were  brought  into  court  and 
convicted  of  it,  there  would  not  be  much  of  a  punishment  for  him^ 

Question,  There  is  a  great  deal  of  dread  on  the  part  of  some  people  of  the  country  of 
negro  equality.  Do  you  apprehend  that  the  negroes  in  that  part  of  the  country  will 
ever  become  socially  the  equal  of  the  white  people  ? 

Answi^,  No; .'  ir :  that  is  a  matter  the  people  will  regulate  for  themselves. 
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Question,  Do  yon  think  there  is  any  danger  at  all  of  that  f 

Answer,  J^Oj  I  do  not. 

Question,  Do  you  think  there  is  any  danger  of  the  negroes  mixing  much  with  tha 
whites  by  marriage  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  will  have  to  be  oonsideraole  revolution  in  our  coimtiy  be£rae 
that  is  done,  even  with  the  lower  class  of  whites,  or  with  any  class. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Even  without  the  Kn-Klux  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  or  wjth  them*  That  class  of  people  who  reside  in  the  Sooth  and  have 
never  owned  negroes  are  more  bitterly  opposed  to  social  equality  than  slavehoIdetB. 
They  hate  the  negro  worse,  aud  the  negro  hates  them  worse ;  the  negro  calls  theia  poor 
white  trash. 

By  Mr.  Cobubn  : 

Question,  Do  the  negroes  assert  anything  like  superiority  or  even  equality  so^ally 
with  the  white  people  down  there  f 

Answer,  Not  in  our  section  of  the  country  they  do  not ;  I  do  not  know  about  it  in  tbo 
lower  part  of  the  State.  On  account  of  their  numbers  there  they  mav  claim  some  rights 
there.  In  our  section  of  the  country  the  negroes  have  behaved  remarkably  well.  Thfire 
is  no  difficulty  between  whites  or  blacks  unless  one  or  the  other  is  drui^  When 
white  men  ^et  drunk  sometimes  they  do  something  to  the  negro,  and  then  the  negro 
asserts  his  n^ts,  and  he  is  frequently  protected  by  white  men  when  imposed  upon  l>y 
white  men.  But  in  my  section  of  the  State,  so  far  as  the  negro  is  concerned,  ne  has 
behaved  himself  remarkably  welL 

Question,  Is  there  such  an  order  in  existence  down  there  as  the  White  Brotherhood  or 
the  Pale  Faces  t 

Answer,  I  have  never  heard  of  it  until  this  present  congressional  committee  met^ 

Question.  Did  this  Ku-Klux  business  start  until  the  negro  had  the  right  of  suffrage 
allowed  him  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know. 

Qtiestion,  He  had  the  right  of  suffrage  given  him  in  18G7,  under  the  reconstmction 
acts? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  in  our  State  the  first  time  he  cast  a  vote  was  in  February,  1868. 
I  do  not  know  when  the  Eu-Klux  Commenced  in  Alabama.  We  heard  of  it  often  in 
Tennessee ;  it  existed  there  a  long  time  before  it  found  its  way  into  Alabama.  After  it 
had  got  down  there,  I  think  a  ^at  many  joined  it  on  account  o*f  the  novelty  of  the  thing; 
they  heard  a  great  many  stories  about  its  grotesque  paraphernalia,  and  a  great  many 
went  into  it  out  of  curiosity.    I  am  satisfied  that  at  this  time  it  id  dying  out. 


Washington,  D.  C,  August  3, 1871. 

SAMUEL  F.  RICE  sworn  and  examined. 

The* Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool.)  As  this  witness  is  fi-om  your  State,  Mr.  Buckley,  and 
as  you  are  doubtless  more  conversant  than  myself  with  the  mattes  about  whi^  be 
is  to  testify,  you  had  better  open  his  examination. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Please  state  where  yon  reside  t 

Answer,  In  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  there  f 

Answer.  Since  the  early  part  of  January,  1852. 

Question.  State  what  pn&lic  positions,  if  any,  you  have  held  in  the  State  of  Alabama? 

Answer,  I  have  been  several  times  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  the  State,  having 
been  first  a  member  of  the  House  for  several  sessions,  and  afterwards  a  member  of  tin 
Senate.  I  was  also  the  public  printer  of  the  State  at  one  time.  Afberwards  I  was 
judge  and  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State. 

QuesfHon.  State  how  long  you  have  practiced  law  in  Alabama? 

Answer.  I  have  been  a  practicing  lawyer  since  I  first  went  io  Alabama,  which 
in  the  spring  of  1838. 

QuesUon.  You  practice  in  the  State  courts  and  in  the  United  States  courts! 

An»w4r,  Yes,  sur. 


Question,  Is  your  practice  confined  to  any  particular  judicial  district! 
Answer,  No,  sir;  I  practice  in  a  large  number  of  counties  of  |;he  State.    My 


legular 


region 

Questi^m,  Then  you  have  a  general  acquaintance  all  over  the  Stato  f 
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Answer.  Tea,  air,  a  very  general  acqoaintance. 

Queetion,  Your  practice  brings  you  into  intercourse  with  people  from  all  quarters  of 
the  State? 

Antwer,  It  does. 

Question,  From  the  knowledge  which  you  have  thus  gained,  please  state  to  the  com- 
mittee  the  condition  of  your  State  so  far  as  regards  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  the 
safety  of  property  and  person. 

The  Chairsian,  (Mr.  Pool.)  It  may  be  well  to  inform  you,  Judge  Rice,  that  in  this 
examination  we  do  not  couh^  a  witness,  as  the  courts  do,  to  the  statement  of  facts 
within  his  own  personal  knowledge.  You  are  at  liberty  to  state  any  matters  which 
yo«  have  learned  from  information  upon  which  you  rely. 

Answer,  In  the  region  of  the  State  in  which  I  practice  at  the  present  time,  where 
cases  are  actually  instituted  in  the  courts,  the  administration  of  the  law  is  respectable, 
to  say  the  least.  But  it  is  also  proper  to  say  that  there  are  cases  in  some  portions  of 
the  State  of  which  I  bave  heard  in  which  I  am  satisfied  the  law  cannot  be  adminis- 
tered. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  T6  what  kind  of  oases  do  yon  refer  t 

Answer,  Cases  connected  with  and  growing  out  of  political  and  party  differences — 
the  struggles  of  each  of  the  contending  parties  in  that  State  for  the  control  of  its  gov- 
ernment. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  cases  of  whipping  or  other  outrage  committed  by 
men  in  disguise  f 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir,  I  have  heard  of  such  cases  frequently.  I  have  no  personal  knowl- 
edge of  any  such  cases,  but  I  have  often  heard  of  them. 

Question.  In  various  parts  of  the  State,  but  not  in  your  immediate  region  t 

Answer,  Not  in  my  immediate  region.  The  nearest  county  to  Montgomery  in  which 
I  have  heard  of  the  commission  of  outrages  of  that  sort  is  Coosa  County,  or  the  upper 
part  of  £lmore  County. 

Question,  Are  cases  qf  that  class  difficult  to  be  adjudicated  t 

Answer,  From  my  understanding  and  belief  an  atibi  has  been  proved  in  every  case 
of  that  kind  that  I  have  heard  of  where  there  has  been  an  attempt  to  bring  the  accused 
party  to  justice  in  the  courts  or  before  any  judicial  officer. 

Question,  Is  there  not  also  difficulty  in  identifying  the  parties  when  the  outrages  are 
committed  by  disguised  men  7 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir;  I  understand  that  such  a  difficulty  exists;  but  even  when  that 
difficulty  is  surmounted  an  alibi  is  generally  established. 

Question,  During  how  long  a  period  have  you  heard  of  cases  of  that  sort  f  How  far 
"back  do  these  rumors  run  ? 

Answer,  About  two  years  back,  I  think.    Two  years,  Is  honld  say,  would  embrace  it. 

Question.  Have  you  known  any  cases  of  that  kind  to  be  brought  into  the  State  courts 
and  the  perpetrators  of  such  outrages  punished  by  the  State  authorities  f 

Answer.  1  have  not  known  of  any  case  where  they  have  been  punished. 

Question,  Is  there  not  a  law  in  the  State  of  Alabama  giving  an  injured  person  the 
right  tojsue  and  recover  from  the  county  damages  for  such  outrages;  and  have  there 
been  recoveries  from  the  counties  f 

Answer,  Where  suits  have  been  instituted  against  the  conn  ties  under  the  State  law, 
there  have  been  a  few  recoveries.  But  the  individual  offenders  have  not  been  pun- 
ished. 

Question,  Please  give  us  the  title  and  date  of  the  law  under  which  recoveries  from 
the  counties  have  been  badt 

Answer.  The  act  was  approved  May  2Sj  1868.  Its  title  is  "An  act  to  suppress  mur- 
der, lynching,  and  assault  and  batteries." 

By  the  CHATRjyAN,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  Please  read  so  mi^ch  of  the  law  as  relates  to  snch  cases  as  we  are  now  con- 
sidering. 

Answer,  The  first  section  of  that  law  provides:  "That,  whenever  in  any  county  of 
this  State  any  person  shall  be  assassinated  or  murdered  by  any  outlaw,  or  person  or 
persons  in  disguise,  or  mob,  or  for  past  or  present  party  affiliation  or  political  opinion, 
the  widow  or  husband  of  such  person  so  murdered  or  assassinated,  the  next  of  kin  of 
such  person,  shall  be  entitled  to  recover  of  the  county  in  which  such  murder  or  assassin- 
ation occurred  the  sum  of  ^,000  as  damages  for  such  murder  or  assassination,  to  be 
distributed  amon^  them  according  to  the  laws  of  Alabama  regiUating  the  distribution 
of  the  estates  of  intestate  decedents. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Qusstton.  Taking  into  consideration  the  tone  of  public  sentiment  prevailing  in  Ala- 
bama, can  persons  go  into  all  parts  of  the  State  and  express  or  advocate  their  political 
opinions  with  free&m  and  personal  security  T 
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Answer.  In  much  the  larger  portion  of  the  State  I  think  any  person  would  be  safe  in 
doing  so ;  but  there  are  x>ortionB  of  the  State  in  which,  in  my  judgment^  that  would 
not  he  the  case. 

Question.  Can  you  name  some  portions  of  the  State  where  yon  have  learned  of  tnmble 
existing? 

Answer,  From  the  best  information  I  have,  my  nndoubting^  belief  is  that  during  the 
last  election  there  were  counties  in  Western  Alabama  in  which  a  man  would  not  nave 
been  safe  in  advocating  political  opinions  distastefal  to  a  portion  of  the  people.  On 
one  occasion  when  I  was  speaking  ( and  I  know  thattoy  remarks  were  within  the 
legitimate  range  of  discussion)  my  own  personal  safety  was  threatened ;  thero  was  an 
open  proposition  to  t^ke  me  from  the  stand  where  I  was  making  a  public  speech ;  and 
the  man  who  made  the  proposition  got  hold  of  my  leg  for  the  pnrpoee  of  putting  the 
proposition  into  execution.    That  was  at  Troy,  in  the  county  of  Pike. 

Question,  Did  that  occur  last  fall  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  last  campaign. 

Question,  Were  there  any  demonstrations  of  violence  f 

AnstDer,  A  lawyer  named  McCaskle  took  hold  of  him.  McCaskle  was  the  first 
one  I  noticed.  He  is  a  democratic  lawyer,  with  whom  I  am  acquainted,  and  a 
personal  friend.  General  Clanton,  who  was  ^present  at  the  time,  and  who  pro- 
•pounded  the  cj^uestion  the  answer  to  which  induced  this  proposition,  was  on  my 
right,  and  this  man  who  made  the  proposition  was  on  my  left.  General  Clanton 
came  around  very  soon  and  took  part  with  others  in  controlling  this  man  who  made 
the  assault.  The  question  which  Ghineral  Clanton  put  to  mo  was  whether  I  would  veto 
for  that  neero  who  was  a  candidate  on  the  republican  ticket  for  the  office  of  secretary 
of  state.  I  answered  th<at,  believing  him  to  be  qualified,  and  knowing  he  had  been 
fairly  nominated,  and  professing  myself  to  be  a  republican,  I  should  feel  bound  to 
vote  for  him ;  that  it  would  be  hypocrisy  on  my  part,  when  I  believed  he  was  qualified 
and  fairly  nominated,  to  refuse  to  vote  for  him  because  he  was  a  negro ;  and  that  of 
course  I  should  vot-e  for  him.  Wheu  I  said  that,  this  man  said,  ''  Let  us  take  him  off 
the  stand ;''  and  he  caught  me  by  the  leg. 

There  were  other  interruptions  of  a  marked  character  during  the  same  discnssioD, 
all  of  which  General  Clanton  sa^  and  heard.  He  and  I  were  engaged  in  a  discussion 
at  the  time,  he  speaking  on  the  democratic  side  and  I  on  the  republican  side.  Yon, 
yourself,  [^dressing  Mr.  Buckley,]  made  a  short  speech  on  the  same  occasion.  While 
I  was  speaking  a  man,  who  I  understood  lived  in  Troy  and  was  a  livery-stable  keeper, 
came  along  with  a  bell,  which  I  understood  was  used  as  a  tavern  bell,  and  was  obtained 
by  hjm  from  the  hotel.  He  came  up  the  sidewalk,  ringing  the  bell  as  if  be  were  an 
auctioneer.  I  thought  I  understood  what  the  purpose  was ;  and  when  he  got  within 
some  ten  or  fifteen  feet  of  where  I  was  I  remarKcd  in  a  good-natured  way  that  I  had 
not  come  there  to  interrupt  or  interfere  with  any  legitimate  business ;  and  I  asked  the 
crowd  to  excuse  me  from  making  any  further  remarks  in  the  discussion  till  tiiis 
auctioneer  got  through  with  giving  his  notice  as  to  the  time  and  place  where  his 
auction  would  occur.  Upon  that,  some  persons  whom  I  did  not  know  took  hold  of  him 
and  carried  him  oif. 

Queslion,  Did  he  come  up  into  the  audience  with  the  bell  f 

Answer,  He  came  up  within  ten  or  twelve  feet  of  where  I  was  and  among  the  people 
who  were  listening.  He  rang  the  bell  till  he  got  within  that  distaoce.  There  were 
other  interruptions — cursing,  and  rude,  insulting  remarks,  such  as  **  damned  radical,*' 
'*  damned  liar,"  and  other  things  of  that  sort ;  remarks  made  so  that  they  could  lie 
heard  by  the  speaker  and  by  others.  I  staid  all  night  at  the  hotel  in  that  town,  and, 
as  you  recollect,  [addressing  Mr.  Buckley,]  I  was  in  the  room  which  you  occupied  at 
the  hotel.  A  citizen  of  the  town  had  come  in,  and  we  were  talking,  (I  suppose  it  was 
10  o'clock  at  night,)  when  near  the  window  bjr  which  you  were  sitting  a  volley  of 
brickbats,  or  rods,  or  other  missiles  came  heavily  against  the  house.  I  noticed  that 
the  citizen  who  was  in  there  at  the  time,  after  staying  a  while,  drew  out  a  pistol, looked 
at  it,  cocked  it,  and  left  the  room,  carrying  it  in  his  hand  oocked. 

Question,  Do  you  think  he  felt  he  was  in  personal  danger? 

Answer,  I  have  no  doubt  he  felt  so,  from  his  action  and  from  his  remarks  also;  for  be 
came  into  the  room  late  and  evidently  did  not  wish  it  known  to  the  people  there  that 
he  had  been  in  the  room.    That  was  the  impression  made  on  my  mind. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Was  ho  a  republican  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  was  a  democrat,  as  I  understood,  but  was  impressed  very  favor- 
ably toward  the  republican  doctrines  by  what  he  heard  of  the  speeches  that  day.  I 
never  had  seen  him  before. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  he  not  state  to  yon  that  he  was  a  Douglas  elector  in  1860  T 

Answer,  A  Douglas  man,  as  I  undeiistood.    I  can  state  fhrthcr,  that  while  I  was  then^ 
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several  of  the  colored  people,  when  they  came  into  my  room^  told  me  privately  that 
they  were  afraid  to  express  their  opinions,  and  were  even  afraid  to  vote ;  that  they  did 
not  think  they  would  go  to  the  election  ;  that  they  thought  the  hazard  would  be  too 
great.    I  know  nothing  further  about  that  than  what  they  told  me. 

QMestian.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  of  a  similar  character  occurring  in  any  other 
part  of  the  State. 

Answer.  During  the  same  campaign,  at  l\i8kegee,  in  Macon  County,  I  was  speaking 
on  one  oc<;asion  to  a  pretty  considerable  crowd ;  the  court-house  was  nearly  full.  All 
the  white  people  were  near  to  me,  and  the  colored  people  in  the  further  part  of  the 
court-house.  The  different  races  were  pretty  well  separated — the  colored  people  to 
themselves  and  the  whites  to  themselves — the  latter  being  in  front.  While  I  was 
speaking,  there  were  several  interruptions  by  sounds  and  noises  difficult  to  describe, 
but  expressive  of  indignation  and  contempt ;  and  that  too  when  I  had  said  nothing 
that  could  justly  be  cousidered  offensive.  It  is  proper  to  say  that  I  was  careful  in  my 
speeches  throughout  the  campaign,  to  avoid  adding  to  the  irritation  which  I  knew  ex- 
isted. I  recollect  that  in  a  portion  of  my  remarks  I  tried  to  persuatle  the  people  that 
unwise  resistance  was  generally  hurtful  to  those  who  made  it,  though  tneir  course 
might  be  right  and  what  they  resisted  might  be  wrong.  The  sounds  which  occurred 
several  times  during  the  speaking  were  calculate  to  interfere  very  much  with  any 
speaker.  When  I  would  be  looking  in  one  direction  the  sounds  would  be  in  another. 
Thoy  all  came  firom  the  white  portion  of  the  crowd. 

At  another  place,  Opel ika,  m  Lee  County,  there  were  a  great  many  interruptions. 
I  may  state  that  at  Troy  there  was  no  interruption  whatever  of  General  Clanton,  so 
far  as  I  know,  and  I  am  satistied  there  was  none ;  he  was  heard  respectfully  by  every 
portion  of  the  crowd. 

Question.  Did  you  make  a  speech  during  the  campaign  at  Tuscumbia  f 

Answer.  I  did  make  a  speech  at  that  place.  It  is  the  residence  of  Governor  Lindsay, 
the  present  governor  of  our  State,  who  was  then  a  candidate.  Governor  Smith,  Gen- 
eral Warner,  and  myself  were  advertised  to  speak  there  on  a  certain  day  of  the  circuit 
court.  The  day  was  a  fine  one,  the  court  was  in  session,  and  a  good  many  people  were 
in  town.  I  commenced  my  speech  in  the  court-house  as  soon  as  the  court  acljourned. 
What  struck  me  was  the  exceedingly  small  crowd  present,  and  the  fact  that  there  was 
not  a  colored  person  in  the  audience ;  not  one  came  iuUj  the  court-house.  I  have  no 
idea  that  there  were  as  man^y  as  fifty  persons  present,  and  those  who  were  there  were 
mainly  lawyers,  together  with  the  judge,  and  some  few  personal  acquaintances  and 
friends  that  I  had  there.  A  crowd,  white  and  colored,  was  in  the  street,  but  did  not 
come  in.  There  was  no  violence ;  no  interruption  was  offered ;  the  surpiising  fact 
was  that  the  people  appeared  to  stay  away  entirely. 

Queslion.  Did  you  learn  what  excuse  was  given  for  their  staying  away  t 

Answer.  Well.  I  jocosely  remarked  to  a  democrat,  whom  I  had  known  for  many 
years,  that  they  seemed  to  have  their  brother  democrats  up  iu  that  country  under 
pretty  good  coiitn.],  when  they  would  not  even  hear  a  republican  speech.  He  said 
that  that  was  the  right  way  to  do  it.  I  asked  some  of  the  colored  men  how  it  hap- 
pened that  republican  speakers,  after  being  advertised  to  speak  in  that  town,  shonld 
not  be  able  to  get  a  solitary  one  of  the  colored  race  present  to  hear  the  spewing. 
They  said  they  were  very  anxious  to  attend,  but  were  afraid ;  that  they  believed  it 
was  not  safe  for  them  to  ao  so. 

The  next  town  at  which  we  spoke  was  Florence,  a  town  some  six  or  eight  miles,  I 
believe,  across  the  Tennessee  River.  At  the  speaking  in  Florence  I  saw  several  of  the 
colored  people  whom  I  had  met  in  Tusoumbiai  the  day  before.  They  attended  the 
meeting  at  Florence,  but  said  they  were  afraid  to  attend  that  at  Tuscumbia. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  before  make  a  republican  speech  iu  that  State  when  there 
-was  no  colored  person  present  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  such  a  thing  as  that  anywhere.  I  never  knew  an 
instance  where,  if  colored  people  were  near  by  and  knew  there  was  to  be  republican 
speaking,  there  was  not  a  single  one  in  attendance.  ^ 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  difi^nlties  having  occurred  in  public  speaking  in  the< 
western  part  of  the  State  f  ^  .  -« 

Ansirer.-  Only  from  information :  I  have  no  personal  knowledge.  I  heard  Governor 
Smith's  account  of  disturbances  there,  and  the  accounts  of  sever^  others,  whom  I  be- 
lieve to  be  truthful  men. 

Question.  Do  you  refer  to  the  riot  at  Eutaw  t 

Ansicer.  I  refer  to  the  disturbances  at  Eutaw  and  also  at  Livingston.  The  occur- 
rence at  Livingston,  Sumter  County,  was  the  day  before  the  outbreak  at  Eutaw. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  the  United  States  district  attorney  attempted  to  speak 
at  Brundidge  and  could  not  f 

Answer.  I  heard  him  speak  of  that  himself.  My  recollection  of  bis  account  of  it  is, 
that  when  he  arrived  there  they  gave  him  to  understand  that  he  had  better  not  speak ; 
he  undertook  to  argue  and  reason  with  them,  and  there  was  a  division  among  those 
who  were  opposing  his  speahing.    Finally,  as  I  think  he  states,  one  of  them  said  to 
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liim  tliat  he  could  speak,  but  the  idea  wae  implied  that  he  would  do  so  at  bis  peril. 
From  all  tbe  indicatioos  he  was  satisfied  that  his  speaking  would  lead  to  violent 
results ;  and  he  did  not  speak  because  of  tbe  impression  made  upon  him  by  the  crot\'d 
that  he  could  not  be  heard  without  endangering  the  public  peace  and  creating  dis- 
turbance. 

Question.  I  invite  your  attention  to  a  question  and^ answer  in  the  testimony  of  General 
James  H.  Clanton :  • 

*^  Question.  Is  there  freedom  of  speech  in  your  State  at  present  to  all  persons  of  all 
political  parties? 

"  Answer,  No,  sir ;  there  is  freedom  of  speech  for  republicans,  white  and  black,  and  for 
white  democrats :  but  there  is  none  for  colored  democrats.** 

Have  you  heard  of  any  democrats  being  interfered  with  in  any  way,  either  for  voting 
the  democratic  ticket  or  for  making  democratic  speeches  f 

Answtr*  I  beard  tbat  several  years  ago,  while  tbe  United  States  military  forces  were 
in  our  State,  General  Crittenden,  I  think,  being  in  command,  there  was  a  public  meet- 
ing at  whicli  a  colored  man  from  Tennessee  made  a  speech  that  resulted  in  a  disturb- 
auce  on  the  part  of  the  colored  people.  I  heard  of  that ;  I  was  not  there.  Thot  is  the 
onlv  case  of  the  kind  I  ever  heard  o£  ^ 

Question.  lu  what  year  was  that  t 

Answci'.  I  really  cannot  fix  the  year.  It  was  at  least  two  or  three  years  aga  I  aa 
satisfied  it  was  while  General  Crittenden  was  in  command  of  the  military. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  the  colored  man  making  a  democratic  speech? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  colored  man  from  Tennessee,  whose  name,  I  think,  was  Willianis. 
That  is  what  I  heard  ;  I  was  not  present. 

Question.  He  attempted  to  make  a  democratic  sji^h  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  That  was  several  years  ago.  I  know  of  several  colored  men  about 
Montgomery  who  are  democrats,  and  I  have  never  known  of  their  being  interrupted  or 
interfered  with  at  all.  I  know  tbere  is  one  there  now  in  the  service  ofsome  ofiScers  at 
the  State-house.  Cflssar  Shorter,  I  think,  is  the  name  they  ctUl  him ;  I  believe  be  used 
to  belong  to  Governor  Shorter.  He  has  been  known  among  democrats  and  republicans, 
white  and  colored,  as  a  democrat.  Levi  Floyd  is  another  colored  democrat.  He  wa6 
a  while  at  the  State-house.  I  have  myself  heard  him  make  democratic  speeches  with- 
out interruption.  The  iustance  I  have  mentioned  as  occurring  several  years  ago  is  tbe 
only  case  ot  the  kind  I  ever  beard  of.  I  know  several  colored  n^n  who  are  well 
known  to  be  democrats,  and  I  have  never  known  or  heard  of  any  interference  with 
them.  I  meet  tbem  often,  and  I  see  the  colored  people  meet  with  them.  I  do  not  see 
that  the  treatment  extended  to  them  difiers  from  the  treatment  extended  to  colored 
people  who  are  republicans. 

Bp  Mr.  BucHLEY : 

Question,  What  effect  do  you  think  the  riot  at  Eutaw  last  fall  had  on  the  republican 
vote  of  that  county  f 

Answer.  What  I  may  say  on  that  point  is,  of  course,  only  a  matter  of  opinion ;  bnt  I 
do  not  entertain  a  doubt  about  th^  effect  which  that  riot  had.  I  base  my  opinion  upon 
what  I  heard  as  occurring  there,  as  well  as  on  a  comparison  of  the  results  of  tho  elec- 
tion in  that  paii)  of  the  State  with  the  results  in  my  own  portion  of  the  State. 

Question.  Compared,  for  instance,  with  the  county  of  Lowndes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  or  Montgomery.  I  know  there  was  no  portion  of  the  State  in  which 
the  contest  on  tbe  part  of  the  democrats  was,  within  legitimate  bounds,  conducted 
with  more  energy  and  ability  than  it  was  in  and  around  Montgomery.  The  centnd 
democratic  committee  bad  Montgomery  as  their  headquarters.  (General  Cla&ton,  a 
very  efficient,  energetic,  and  infiuential  man,  resides  there.  He  was  indefatigable  in 
his  efibrts.  No  man,  I  think,  ever  acquitted  himself  with  more  credit  in  laboring  for  aa 
organization  of  tbat  kind  than  he  did.  He  is  a  man  of  extensive  acquaintance — a  man 
haying  a  great  number  of  pei-sonal  Iriends.  By  him  and  by  all  the  other  leading  demo- 
crats of  that  region  every  legitimate  political  agency  for  securing  success  was  brought 
•into  requisition.  No  extraordinary  violence  or  outrage  wto  resorted  to  so  far  as  1  know. 
The  result  in  Montgomery,  as  well  as  in  Lowndes,  Bullock,  and  Barbour — large  coun- 
ties— was  eminently  favorably  to  tbe  republicans  in  spite  of  the  powerful  efiforta  which 
had  been  made  by  tbe  ablest  democrats  in  the  Stat-e  to  make  an  impression  upon  ths 
republican  voters. 

Question.  In  those  counties  yon  increased  the  republican  vote  T 

Anmcer.  We  either  held  our  own  or  increased  our  vote.  But  in  Western  Alabama, 
where  I  feel  certain  that  the  democrats,  if  they  confined  themselves  within  legitimate 
bounds,  bad  not  advantages  equal  to  those  of  the  democrats  in  the  portion  of  tho 
State  where  I  reside,  there  was  an  immense,  an  extraordinary,  an  uupreoedented  £ftll- 
ing  off  in  tbe  republican  vote,  which,  so  liar  as  I  know,  caunot  be  accounted  for  except 
by  attributing  it  to  intimidation  resulting  from  the  demonstrations  made  in  tbat  part 
of  the  State,  at  Eutaw  and  Livingston,  and  other  demonstrations  of  violence  and  oat- 
rage  toward  those  who  adhered  firmly  to  the  republican  party. 
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Question,  Then  I  infer  you  do  not  agree  with  Govenior  Lindaay  in  this  statement 
which  appears  in  his  testimony : 

'^Now,  I  am  positively  informed,  and  so  believe,  that  the  riot  at  Entaw  injured  as 
in  Greene  Coonty  not  fewer  that  five  hundred  votes.'' 
He  says  again : 

'*  I  am  satisfied  that  the  minority  for  the  democratio  ticket  in  Greene  County  would 
have  been  five  hundred  more  had  the  riot  not  occurred." 

AMwer,  I  think  that  any  opinion  of  that' kind  is  utterly  incredible  and  irrational ;  I 
do  not  think  it  has  a  particle  of  ground,  either  in  fact  or  in  reason. 

QuetHott.  What  do  you  think  would  have  been  the  result  of  the  last  State  election 
had  every  one  felt  free  to  vote  as  he  desired  t 

Anmoar.  I  think  there  would  have  been  a  lan^  republican  m%jority  in  the  State.  I 
am  perfectly  convinced  that  a  large  ms^rity  of  the  legal  voters  of  Alabama  were  then, 
and  are  now,  of  the  republican  faith. 

Question*  Were  you  in  Montgomery  at  the  time  Governor  Smith  filed  a  bill  to  obtain 
an  injunction  staying  a  declaration  of  the  result  of  the  election  for  governor  until  the 
legislature  could  provide  by  law  for  a  contest  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  there  when  tne  bill  was  filed:  I  was  attending  court  either 
in  Barbour  or  Russell  County.  I  got  home  a  few  days  after  the  bill  had  been  framed, 
and  after  it  had  been  submitted  to  a  circuit  judge  for  an  injunction.  He  had  refused 
the  iivjunction ;  and  then  the  bill  had  been  handed  to  a  supremo  court  judge.  Under 
our  law  it  could  not  go  to  a  supreme  court  jud^e  until  it  had  first  been  presented  to  a 
circuit  judjce  or  chancellor,  and  refused  by  him.  The  bill  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
supreme  court  judge  when  I  got  home.  At  that  time  Governor  Smith  stated  to  me  that 
he  had  commenced  a  suit,  and  asked  me  if  I  would  take  part  with  his  other  counsel, 
White  and  Parsons,  in  the  management  of  the  case  for  him. 
Question.  Did  yon  become  one  of  the  counsel  t 

Ans^ctr,  Yes,  sir;  J  was  employed  under  those  circumstances.  The  bill  was  imme- 
diately sent  for,  before  it  had  been  acted  on  by  the  judge.  Governor  Smith  said  he 
wished  to  know  my  opinion  whether  it  was  good  in  law,  and  could  be  sustained.  I 
examined  the  bill  carefully,  and  had  not  a  doubt  then  upon  investigation,  nor  have  I 
ever  had,  nor  have  I  now,  about  the  light  of  Governor  Smith  to  the  ijpjunction  applied 
for  and  obtained  in  the  case. 

Question.  Was  the  injunction  against  the  ^preme  legislative  authority  of  the  State 
^vemment,  as  hae  been  stated  here  several  times  in  evidence,  or  was  it  against  a  min- 
isterial officer  performing  a  ministerial  duty  t 

Answer.  There  has  been  a  total  misrepresentation  of  the  bill  and  the  principle  on 
which  it  rested.  The  bill  was  not  for  an  injunction  upon  the  legislature.  Nothing  of 
the  sort  was  sought  or  asked  for ;  no  idea  of  that  kind  was  entertained  by  those  who 
framed  or  sustained  the  bill.  That  bill,  as  filed  by  Governor  Smith,  asserted  in  sub- 
stance that  he  was,  and  had  been  for  some  time  past,  the  governor  of  the  State ;  that 
.  he  had  been  a  cancidate  for  reelection  ;  that  Robert  Lindsay  was  the  opposing  candi- 
date, and  that  William  H.  Smith  had,  in  fact,  been  reelected,  but  that  by  force,  fraud, 
intimidation,  and  other  unlawful  means,  the  returns  of  the  election,  aa  made  by 
the  returning  officers  to  the  secretary  of  State,  showed  a  small  majority  in  fnvor  of 
Lindsay,  and  against  Governor  Smith,  whereas,  in  truth  and  in  fiict,  Governor  Smith 
had  bee^  reelected,  and  but  for  this  fraud,  intimidation,  and  unlawfdl  violence  the 
returns  would  have  shown  that  he  was  reelected.  He  stated  further  in  his  bill  that 
Lindsay  was  insolvent.  The  bill  was  iramed  upon  the  idea  of  invoking  an  injunction 
to  prevent  irreparable  injury  to  one  who  was  in  jwssession-  of  property  and  claimed  . 
title  to  it. 

By  Mr.  Buor: 

QuestUm.  Do  you  consider  that  office  property  down  there  t 

Answer.  An  office  is  a  public  trust ;  but,  although  it  is  a  public  trust,  it  is  clearly  the 
private  property  of  the  incumbent.  The  authorities  for  this  position  are  found  in 
Warmock  vs.  Holloway,  2  Alabama  Reports.  An  office  is  as  much  private  property  as 
a  hat  or  a  coat  or  any  other  property. 

QnesHon,  What  bearing  haa  Lindsay's  insolvency  upon  the  question  f 

Answer.  I  will  state  the  bearing  which  it  had  upon  the  question.  In  many  cases  you 
are  not  entitled  to  an  injunction,  (which  is  a  preventive  remedy,)  unless  you  show  that 
irreparable  injury  will  result  to  you  in  the  abiBence  of  an  ii\junotion.  The  injunction 
is  to  prevent  the  irreparable  ii^ury.  Now,  Governor  Smith  m  filing  that  bill  says  in 
substance :  "  1  am  in  possession  of  the  office  rightfully  and  legally ;  I  am  reelected  to 
it  lawfully  and  properly ;  but,  by  fraud,  intimidation,  and  violence,  the  returns  of  the 
election  have  been  made  to  bear  a  complexion  against  me  by  a  small  m^jorit^."  He 
says,  further,  that  under  a  provision  of  the  constitution  of  the  State  a  ministerial  duty 
is  assigned  to  the  presiding  officer  of  the  senate  in  reference  to  these  returns  made  to 
the  secretary  of  state ;  that  is,  to  oi>en  and  publish  them  in  the  presence  of  the  minority 
of  both  branches  of  the  general  assembly.  *  iTow,  the  theory  of  the  bill  was  this :  if  this 
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ministerial  daty,  assigned  by  the  couetitutioii  to  tlie  preeiding  officer  of  the 
that  is,  the  opening  and  publishing  of  these  returns — is  i)6rfonBed  by  him,  it  will  be 
entered  upon  the  Jocunaifi  of  the  two  booses,  and  there  will  be  a  prima  faci$  ri^ht  or 
title  in  faror  of  Lindsay,  which  will  enable  him  to  get  temporary  poeseanoB  ci  thM 
office.  This  will  certainly  be  so,  because,  under  the  circumstances,  there  can  be  im 
conteet  of  the  election  of  governor  except  before  a  joint  coBTention  of  the  two  honsee, 
and  that  cannot  be*  had  until  after  a  law  has  been  passed  pffovidinff  for  it ;  mm!  do  law 
of  that  kind  b«9  ever  been  passed.  Govenlor  Smith's  bill  stated  snbstantially,  ^*  I  hxv^o 
no  remedy  at  law  to  make  a  contest.  I  lose  the  temporary  possession  of  tbia  office^  tn 
which  I  am  lawfully  entitled,  if  this  ministerial  duty  assigned  by  the  oeostitotaon  to 
this  officer  is  allowed  to  be  performed  by  him ;  he  will  dispossess  me  temporacilT  of  tiie 
office,  the  salary  of  which  is  $4,000  a  year.  This  insolvent  claimant  wUl  pockei  tlie 
salary  for  the  tune  he  holds  possession ;  and  though  I  may  afterward  establiah  my  titift 
to  the  office  with  peifect  clearness,  I  never  can  get  out  of  the  po^et  of  this  inaoivenfe 
the  money  which  he  will  have  drawn  in  the  mean  time,  during  his  possessicm  of  the 
office.  To  that  extent  I  shall  be  irr^arably  ijgured."  On  that  theory  Governor  Sautii 
called  upon  the  chancellor  to  say,  "  Hold  things  as  they  aro ;  nrevent  the  perfotmnnoe 
of  this  ministerial  duty  until  the  legislatAre  diall  pass  a  law;  as  the  eonstifciitioB 
requires  them  to  do,  prescribing  the  manner  of  conducting  the  contest  of  an  eleetion 
for  governor." 

^teation.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  Governor  Smith  had  established  his  ri^t  to  that 
office,  his  right  would  have  related  back  to  the  time  when  his  other  official  tens 
expired,  and  that  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  his  salary,  no  matter  whether  it  hmd. 
been  dmwn  by  Lindsay  or  notf 

Antwer.  The  view  which  your  question  implies  is  partly  right  and  partly  wronft.  I 
know  that  the  right  of  Governor  Smith,  when  established,  would  have  related  baek  to 
the  beginning  of  the  official  term  ;  but  if,  in  the  mean  time,  Lindsay  had  been  in  the 
office  and  drawn  the  salary  according  to  law.  Governor  Smith  could  not  have  drawn 
it  from  the  treasury  again.  Hence,  his  only  chance  under  the  law  of  the  land  to  obtain 
the  ssdary  for  that  portion  of  the  official  term,  would  be  for  GovemcHr  Smith  to  soe 
Lindsay  for  the  recovery  of  money  had  and  received. 

QumHoh.  Then  the  practice  in  yonr  State  is  difSarent  from  what  it  is  anywhere  eine. 
A  successful  contestant  for  a  seat  in  Congress  draws  pay  from  the  beginning  of  the 
official  term. 

Answer.  That  results  from  the  exercise  by  the  legislature  of  its  legislative  power.  A 
legislative  body  has,  in  such  a  matter,  a  discretion,  which  cannot  be  claimed  by  a  eoiirt 
of  justice.  The  legislature  of  Alabama,  I  admit,  might  have  passed,  if  they  had  chosen 
to  do  so,  an  act  giving  Governor  Smith  his  salary  mr  the  time  for  which  Lindsav  had 
pocketed  the  money  while  he  held  possession  of  the  office.  I  admit,  the  kgunatore 
might  have  done  so. 

By  the  Chairma2^,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

QueBiion,  Would  not  that.have  resulted  in  a  loss  to  the  State  f 

Answer.  That' would  have  involved  a  loss  to  the  State.  Lindsay  and  Smith  would 
both  have  been  paid  for  one  and  the  same  period  of  time.  But,  mark  you.  Governor 
Smith,  if  he  established  his  right  to  the  office,  had  a  fixed  legal  right  to  the  salary, 
which  did  not  depend  on  whether  the  legislature  passed  an  act  allowing  it  to  him  <» 
not. 

ByMr.BLAiB: 

Ouev/ton.  As  a  matter  of  law,  if  he  established  his  right,  that  right  related  back  to  a 
certain  datef 

Answer.  Certainly. 

Question.  He  was  entitled  then,  as  a  matter  of  law,  to  the  salary  for  the  whole  Uxm ; 
and  if  in  the  mean  time  the  proper  paying  officer  of  the  State  had  allowed  Lindsay  to 
draw  his  salary,  was  not  that  officer,  if  any  one,  responsible  for  payinsr  the  wron^^  nana  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  law  is  directly  the  reverse.  If  the  returns  haa  been  opened  and 
published,  and  Lindsay  had  been  entered  on  the  journals  as  elected,  and  afterw4»d  llftd 
drawn  upon  the  proper  officer  for  his  salary,  and  that  proper  officer  had  noised  to  p^ 
it,  Lindsay  could,  by  mandamus,  have  compelled  him  to  pay  it. 

Mr.  Blaib.  I  know  he  could. 

Witness.  If  the  officer  had  paid  him,  with  or  without  a  mandcmius,  Lindsay's  reoexnc 
for  the  salary  would  have  been  a  complete  discharge  of  the  State  officer  who  paid  xt, 
and  a  complete  dischai^e  of  the  liability  of  the  State,  whether  to  Smith  or  anybody 
elae.  I  desire  to  say  again  that  the  injunction  was  not  against  thelejB^slature»  but  waa 
against  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate,  to  prevent  him  £rom  p<ud^rming  ^e  nunia- 
terial  duty  assigned  to  him  by  section  :i  of  article  5  of  the  State  constitution,  which 
reads  as  follows : 

'*  The  returns  of  every  election  for  the  officers  named  in  the  preceding  section  ahnBl 
be  seided  up  and  transmitted  to  the  seat  of  government  by  the  retommg  of^ 
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directed  to  the  presiding  officer  of  the  senate,  wh'o,  daring  the  first  week  of  the  session, 
shall  open  and  puhlish  the  same  in  the  presence  of  a  majoritj  of  the  memhers  of  the 

general  assemhly.  The  person  having  the  highest  nnmber  of  votes  shall  he  declared 
uly  elected ;  bnt  if  two  or  more  shalT  he  the  highest  and  equal  in  votes  for  the  same 
office,  one  of  them  shsdi  be  chosen  by  the  Joint  vote  of  both  houses.  Contested  elections 
for  executive  offices  shall  be  determined  by  both  houses  of  the  general  assembly  in  such 
manner  ai9  shsdl  be  prescribed  by  law.'' 

Now,  this  injunction  of  Governor  8mith*was  simply  to  restrain  the  presiding^  officer 
of  the  senate  from  performing  this  ministerial  duty  of  opening  and  publishing  the 
retoms  in  the  presence  of  the  two  houses.  The  object  was  by  the  injunction  to  nold 
things  in  the  condition  in  which  they  were  before  the  opening  and  publishing  of  the 
returns,  until  a  law  could  be  passed  which  never  had  been — the  law  re€^ire.d  by  that 
section*— prescribing  the  manner  in  which  the  contest  for  an  executive  office  should  be 
canied  on.  We  have  no  law  of  that  kind ;  that  part  of  the  constitution  is  not  self- 
executing,  and  it  has  not  been  executed  by  the  legiMature,  as  is  shown  in  the  bill. 

The  iqjimction  was  granted  at  the  instsmce  of  one  in  possession  of  property— private 
property.  Although  an  office  is  a  public  trust,  yet  it  is  the  private  property  of  the 
inoninbent,  as  mucu  so  as  any  other  property  which  is  capable  of  ownership,  and  it  cam 
be  protected  precisely  to  the  same  extent  and  by  the  same  rules  of  law  by  which  the 
possessor  of  any  other  kind  of  property  may  protect  it  f^m  irreparable  injury. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Have  you  authorities  in  support  of  that  position? 

Answer.  There  are  authorities  in  abundance ;  and  if^Ihad  had  any  idea  thait  I  was  to  be 
examined  on  this  ix>int  I  would  have  brought  them  here. 

The  Chairhan,  (Mr.  Pool.)  There  is  no  authority  to  the  contrary.  The  principle 
is  laid  down  in  Blackstone. 

WxTNESS.  No ;  there  are  no  opposing  authorities.  If  this  had  been  any  other  kind 
of  property  than  a  public  office  there  never  would  have  been  any  misconception  about 
it,  unless  it  might  have  grown  out  of  that  blindfllg  effect  which  party  prejudice  pro- 
duces  sometimes  on  the  best  of  us. 

The  bill  of  Governor  Smith  was  not  designed  to  try  the  title  to  the  office,  but  simply 
to  protect  Governor  Smith's  possession  and  enjoyment  of  the  office  against  irreparable 
injury  until  the  title  to  the  office  could  be  leffally  tried.  Jn  the  case  of  Warmock  vs. 
HoUoway,  2  Alabama  Reports,  it  is  declared  (fquote  the  decision  from  memory)  that — 
''Au  office  is  as  much  a  species  of  property  as  anything  that  is  capable  of  being 
owned ;  and  conflicting  claims  thereto  are  determinable  by  the  same  rules  and  upon 
the  same  principles  as  any  other  contests  about  rights  to  any  other  prpperty." 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

QueetUm,  You  have  said  that  this  bill  alleged,  among  other  things,  that  the  election 
was  carried  by  fraud.    Was  xuiy  evidence  of  fraud  offered  before'the  court? 

Answer.  An  application  for  an  iig  unction  in  our  State  is  always  eac  parte.  No  evi- 
dence whatever  is  adduced,  except  that  the  bill  for  the  injunction  is  sworn  to.  After 
the  injunction  is  granted 

Question,  The  prayer  of  the  bill  was  to  enjoin  the  presiding  officer  of  the  senate— 

Answer.  From  opening  and  publishing  the  returns  until  the  further  order  of  the 
chancery  court.    It  was  a  temporary  injunction. 

Qmestiim.  Then  what  did  you  propose  to  do  ? 

Answer.  It  was  proposed  to  hold  thing^  precisely  as  they  were.  Smith  in  possession, 
until  a  law  should  be  passed  by  the  legislature  prescribing  the  manner  in  which  the 
contest  should  be  conducted,  and  to  force  Lindsay  either  to  make  the  contest,  or  to 
have  some  step  taken  in  reference  to  the  chancery  suit  that  would  bri^ff  it  to  a  hearing 
or  trial.  As  to  the  proof,  it  is  open  always  to  the  defendant  in  an  injunotlon  suit  to ' 
move,  either  in  vacation  or  in  term  time,  for  the  dissolution  of  the  injunction,  upon 
'  giving  ten  days'  notice,  and  filing  an  answer. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  XJy.on  a  motion  to  dissolve  an  injunction,  fects  are  alleged  controverting 
the  allegations  of  the  ori^nal  bill  f 

Answer.  A  motion  to  dissolve  can  be  made  on  the  answer  alone. 

Question.  But  a  motion  to  dissolve  is  made  on  an  answer  controverting  the  allega- 
tions of  the  original  bill,  and  that  is  the  proper  stage  for  proof? 

Answer.  The  defendant,  if  he  denies  all  the  ^dlegations  of  the  bill  outright,  is 
entitled  to  a  dissolution  of  the  injunction  before  any  proof  is  taken.  After  giving  ten 
days'  notice  he  can  move  to  dissolve  for  want  of  equity  or  for  want  of  jurisdiction, 
or  upon  the  denials  in  his  own  answer. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Lindsay  file  an  answer  to  the  allegations  of  the  bill  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Governor  Lindsay  was  not  made  a  party  to  that  bill,  and  it  was 
not  necessary — — 

(Question.  Did  any  one  file  nn  answ0r  denying  the  allegations  of  the  bill? 
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An9wer,  No,  sir.  The  presiding  officer  of  the  senate  was  the  sole  party  defendant, 
and  he  never  filed  an^  answer. 

This  prayer  for  an  injunction  was  made  and  granted.  Now  what  was  done  f  While 
that  ii]Jnnction  was  in  full  force,  the  friends  of  Governor  Lindsay,  as  it  was  said,  and 
I  believe  it  to  be  true,  procnred  a  circuit  judge,  J.  Q.  Smith,  who  was  then  holding  the 
regular  term  of  the  circuit  court  at  Selraa,  to  leave  his  court  there  and  eome  te 
Montgomery,  where  there  were  one  or  two  or  more  circuit  judges ;  and  when  he  okbo 
to  Montgomery  they  institut'ed  a  summary  proceeding  authorized  by  our  statute. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  But  prior  to  that  had  not  the  vote  been  declared  t 

Avswer,  I  will  answer  that  question  directly.  Here  is  the  statute  under  which  that 
proceeding  was  instituted :  • 

'*  In  all  cases  in  which  it  is  not  otherwise  expressly  provided,  when  any  office  is 
vacated,  except  by  the  death  of  the  incumbent,  all  books,  papers,  property,  luid  mouey 
belonffing  and  Itppertaining  to  such  office  must,  on  demand,  be  deliver^  over  to  hia 
qualified  successor ;  and  every  person  violating  this  section  is  guilty  of  a  misdemeaBor, 
and  on  conviction  thereof  must  be  fined  not  less  than  two  hundred  dollars. 

"If  any  person  refuses  or  neglects,  after  demand  made,  to  deliver  over  any  books, 
paper,  or  property  as  required  in  the  preceding  section,  his  successor  may  make 
complaint  thereof  to  the  judge/of  the  circuit,  or  judge  of  probate  of  the  county  in 
which  the  person  refusing  resides ;  and  if  such  judge  is  satisfied  by  the  oath  of  tti« 
complainant,  and  such  other  evidence  as  may  be  ofiered,  that  any  such  books,  paper, 
or  property  are  withheld,  he  must  grant  an  order  requiring  the  person  so  revising  to 
show  cause  before  him,  on  a  day  and  at  a  place  named  in  such  order^  why  he  should 
not  be  compelled  to  deliver  the  same." 

As  I  am  informed  and  believe,  the  friends  of  Governor  Lindsay  procured  J.  Q.  Smith, 
circuit  judge,  to  leave  the  court  he  was  holding  at  Selma,  and  come  to  Montgomery, 
where  there  was  at  least  one  circuit  jud^,  if  not  more,  at  the  titfie ;  and  before  him 
OoTemor  Lindsay  instituted  the  proceeding. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  :  * 

Quesiioti,  Was  Montgomery  in  Judge  Smith's  circuit? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  I^  was  a  judge  of  the  circuit  iu  which  Moutgomery  is;  but  he 
was  at  the  time  holding  court  in  another  county.  Aft«r  he  came  to  Montgomery,  a 
proceeding  was  instituted  uuder  the  statute  I  have  iust  read,  in  the  name  of  Lindsay, 
to  recover  from  Smith  the  books,  papers,  and  paraphernalia  of  the  office  of  governor. 
The  notice  was  given  to  Governor  Smith  in  the  forenoon  of  a  particular  day ;  and  the 
frial  vpas  set  for  that  afternoon  about  3  o'clock.  When  we  went  into  that  trial  I 
objected  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Judge  J.  Q.  Smith  over  this  case,  upon  the  plaia  words 
of  the  statute,  which  are  these : 

"  If  any  person  refuses  or  neglects  after  demand  made  to  deliver  over  any  books, 
papers,  or  property  as  required  in  the  preceding  section,  his  successor  may  make  com 
pliUnt  thereof  to  the  judge  of  the  circuit  or  the  judge  of  probate  of  the  county  in 
which  the  person  refusing  resides.'^ 

The  complaint  of  Lindsay  alleged  that  he  was  the  qualified  successor  of  Governor 
Smith ;  that  he  had  made  a  demand  upon  him  for  the  books,  papers,  and  paraphernalia 
of  the  office  of  governor ;  that  Smith  had  refused  to  deliver  the  same.  The  bill  did 
not  allege  that  Governor  Smith  lived  in  that  county.  The  fact  was  notorious  to  Judge 
J.  Q.  Smith,  as  it  was  to  aU  other  parties  concerned,  that  William  H.  Smith,  the  gov- 
ernor, did  not  then  reside,  and  never  had  resided,  in  Montgomery  County ;  but,  iu  Set, 
resided'in  a  distinct  county,  called  Randolph.  Tlie  jurismctiou  is  confined,  as  will  be 
seen  by  reference  to  the  statute,  to  the  judge  of  the  circuit  in  which  tho  person 
refusing  resides. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Queation,  Had  not  Governor  Smith  resided  in  Montgomery  during  all  the  time  he  was 
governor  f 

Annoer.  There  was  no  law  requiring  the  covemor  to  reside  at  the  capital ;  he  was 
there  freouently  j  but  he  retained  his  family  residence  uninterruptedly  in  Randolph 
County ;  his  family  remained  there,  and  he  had  no  residence  in  Moutgomery. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Is  Randolph  in  another  judicial  circuit? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  another  one  entirely;  neither  the  one  in  which  Smith  was  holdin^c 
court,  nor  the  one  for  which  he  was  elected.  In  that  respect  there  was  a  plain  axwi 
palpable  usurpation  of  jurisdiction. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuegiUnt,  Could  the  case  be  appealed  7 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  could ;  I  will  not  say  "  appealed ;  '*  it  was  revisable. 
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Questhn.  Was  any  attempt  ever  made  to  revise  the  action  of  Judge  Smith  t 
Answer.  Ko,  ^;  it  was  never  finally  decided  before  him;  but  he  oveiruled  promptly 
the  objection  to  the  Jurisdiction.  He  heard  us  on  that  question,  but  promptly,  after 
we  were  through,  decided  that  be  had  jurisdiction ;  and  ho  required  the  personal 
presence  of  Governor  Smith  in  court.  He  said  he  would  not  hear  an  application  for 
continuance  or  any  other  application  till  Governor  Smith  was  present ;  and  he  allowed 
thirty  minutes  for  me  to  get  Governor  Smith  there.  I  went  to  the  capitol,  and  in 
thirty  minutes  Gk)vemor  Smith  came  down. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Qme$tion,  Did  the  judge  have  a  right  to  require  the  personal  presence  of  a  party  in 
such  a  proceeding  as  that?  • 

Answer,  None  in  the  world.  It  was  purely  a  civil  proceeding;  and  no  Judge  has  the 
right  to  require  personal  presence  in  a  purely  civil  suit  except  it  be  a  proceedinj^  for 
contempt.  But  he  requii^  the  personal  attendance  of  the  governor^  and  the  gov- 
ernor came.  From  these  rulings  of  the  judge  and  other  plain  indications,  Governor 
Smith  and  his  counsel  were  penectly  satisfied  that  the  case  was  pr^udged,  and  that 
J.  Q.  Smith  would  decide  it  against  Governor  Smitlf,  no  matter  what  might  be  the  proof 
or  the  law.  In  that  state  of  things,  without  my  knowledge,  the  subject  of  a  compro- 
mise or  settlement  grew  up  between  Gk>vemor  Smith  and  General  Pettus,  who  was  one 
of  Governor  Lindsay's  lawyers.    That  negotiation  resulted  in  a  oompromise. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  was  the  compromise  f 

Answer.  The  compromise  was  that  Grovemor  Smith  yielded,  npon  the  ground  dis- 
tinctly declared,  that,  altboush  he  was  satisfied  he  was  fairly  imd  lawfully  reelected, 
his  continuance  of  the  litigation  and  the  o^mteet  in  the  palpM»le  excitement  that  sur- 
rounded the  whole  matter  %vould  tend  to  disturb  the  public  peace :  and  the  detriment 
to  the  material  interests  of  the  people  of  the  SIfite  would  be  innnitely  greater  than 
the  possession  of  the  office  itself  tby  anv  particular  man  could  possibly  compensate. 

Question.  So  he  agreed  to  give  it  up  T 

Answer.  He  agreed  to  give  it  up  for  the  reasons  declared  t 

QuesUon.  When  one  man  gives  up  all  that  the  other  claims,  do  you  call  that  a  com- 
promise t 

Answer.  They  all  called  it  a  compromise — a  settlement  and  compromise. 

Qxiestion.  Do  you  call  it  a  compromise  Y 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  When  there  is  a  controversy  about  a  certain  thing,  and  one  of  the  parties 
gets  all  that  there  is  in  controversy,  and  the  other  loses  all  that  there  is  in  contro- 
versy, do  you  call  that  a  compromise  7 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  was  the  case  here.  I  do  not  think  that  one  party 
obtained  all.  I  think  that  Governor  Smith  got  all  the  credit  that  patriotic  action  can 
secure  to  a  man  when,  out  of  regard  for  the  public  peace,  he  yielus  a  claim  that  he 
honestly  believes  to  be  a  good  one.  Governor  Smith  believed  his  claim  to  be  good, 
and  so  did  I j  but  he  was  satisfied  that  by  insisting  on  his  strict  legal  rights  he  would 
involve  his  State  in  calamities  and  troubles,  from  the  violence  and  lawlessness  of  the 
opxM)6ing  party,  which  would  more  than  counterbalance  any  benefit  that  could  come 
from  his  holding  the  office. 

Qtiestion.  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  got  the  credit  of  preserving  the  peace,  but  I  do 
not  believe  he  got  all  the  credit  yon  claim  for  him. 

Ansicer.  General  Pettus  and  Judjge  Brooks,  counsel  for  Governor  Lindsay,  published 
a  card  in  the  Montgomery  papers  in  which  they  gave  Governor  Smith  great  credit  for 
his  patriotic  actipn. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Have  yon  stated  all  that  yon  wish  to  state  in  this  connection  f 
Answer.  I  wish  to  state  in  this  connection  that  before  this  summary  proceedin|j^  under 
the  statute  was  instituted  hj  Lindsay  before  Judg^e  J.  Q.  Smith,  and  while  the  itgunc- 
tion  was  in  full  force,  in  plain  and  palpable  violation  of  that  injunction,  the  presiding 
officer,  in  the  absence  of  the  senate,  after  the  senate  had  adjourned  for  the  day,  pro- 
ceeded to  open  and  count  the  returns  in  the  presence  of  the  nouse  of  representatives ; 
liis  opening  and  publishing  those  returns  was  entered  upon  the  journals  of  the  house, 
but  not  on  the  journals  of  the  senate ;  and  it  was  upon  a  count  of  that  kind  that  Gov- 
ernor Lindsay  claimed  the  right  which  he  asserted  m  this  summary  proceeding  under 
the  statute. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  That  was  a  senate  which  had  held  over  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  same  one  that  we  have  still ;  the  senate  which  has  been  recog- 
nized by  the  democratic  party  as  a  good  senate. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  It  has  been  stated  here  in  STidence  that  the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  together  with  the  reconstniotion  acts,  embracing  what  is  osaally  termed 
the  reconstruetion  policy  of  Congress,  has  cansed  great  dissatisfoction  in  the  Sonthera 
States.    I  wish  you  would  state  to  tha  committee  yonr  view  upon  that  subject  t 

Arm(>€r.  I  think  the  dissatisfaction  and  discontent  in  Alabama  are,  to  say  the  least, 
older  than  the  fourteenth  amendment,  or  the  reconstruction  measures  of  Con^^reiB. 
The  dissatisfaction  and  discontent  in  the  Southern  States  existed  a^  the  beginning  of 
the  war ;  and  to  do  justice  to  this  matter  yon  must  go  back  to  that  period.  In  ray 
judgment  the  prevailing  beHef  in  Alabama  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  was  that  the 
republican  party,  by  the  election  of  1860,  had  aoouired  power  to  oarr^'  oat  their  scheme 
of  injury  and  wrong  to  the  southern  people  and  their  property,  and  that  tdiey  w«yi 
determined  to  do  so  if  the  Southern  States  remained  in  the  Union.  It  was  believed 
that  the  purpose  of  the  republican  party,  among  other  things,  was  to  pnt  the  cokted 
race  upon  the  grouud  of  oivil  and  political  equality  with  the  white  race.  I  believed 
that  mystdf ,  and  it  was  opou  that  belief  that  I  and  others  who  were  tor  secession 
advocated  that  measure.  Tnat  belief  continued  throughout  the  war.  When  the  war 
ended,  and  the  negroes  were  set  free,  that  measure  was  i&T  from  diminishing  the  dis- 
content and  dissatisfaction }  its  tendency  was  rather  to  increase  it.  We,  in  the  Sooth, 
looked  upon  the  republican  party  a6  our  enemies,  even  after  the  war  closed.  Their 
triumph  stripped  lis  of  onr  property,  mortified  our  pride,  destroyed  oar  favorite  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  embittered  us  generally.  Our  paasicma,  under  all 
these  irritating  causes,  unfitted  us  to  i)erceive  the  inevitable,  and  to  avail  ourselves  of 
it  and  utilize  it.  This  was  the  condition  of  the  people  of  Alabama  generally  at  the 
time  the  recomrtrootion  measoies  and  the  Ibarteenth  amendment  were  proposed  ;  and 
in  the  tumult  of  the  passions  which  then  prevailed  among  the^people  of  AlabAma,  the 
fourt^eenth  amoDdment  as  well  as  the  reoonstraotion  polToy  of  Congress,  was  opposed 
in  every  way  that  we  considered  it  lawful  to  oppose  them.  When  ihe  constitntien 
now  in  force  in  Alabama  was  proposed  to  the  people  for  ratification  at  the  eleetion  in 
February,  186^,  I,  in  common  with  most  of  the  white  people  of  Alabama,  under  t^e 
considerations  and  passions  already  alluded  to,  did  all  that  we  could  to  defeat  it. 

By  Mr.  Blaiu  : 

Question.  You  did  defeat  it,  did  you  not  T 

Anstver.  We  did  defeat  it,  according  1o  the  law  of  Congress  which  was  in  force  at  the 
time  of  that  election.  My  own  beliet  at  that  time,  as  well  as  that  of  the  people  gener- 
ally, was,  that  if  Congress  was  determined,  after  we  hod  so  defeated  it,  to  put  it  upon 
us  as  the  constitution  of  the  State,  no  opposition  we  could  make  to  it  by  a<:tually  vot- 
ing against  it  at  the  election  would  2^ vail. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  Congress 
had  apy  authority  to  impose  that  constitution  upon  you  T 

Answ^.  I  will  answer  that  question  directly  when  I  get  to  that  point.  Hence  the 
white  people  generally  declined  to  vote  at  that  election.  Before  June,  1868, 1  had  be- 
come perfectly  convinced  that  Congress  was  determined  to  impose  that  constitntioD 
upon  us.  I  then  did  all  that  I  could  to  calm  my  passions  and  survey  the  situation  m 
it  wati ;  and  in  that  way  I  came  deliberately  to  the  conclusion  that  Cong^^ss  was  de- 
termined to  carry  out  its  views  in  these  respects,  and  that,  as  it  had  the  power  to  do 
so,  any  further  insisting  by  us  upon  our  view  of  the  matter  would  be  calamitoos  to  the 
pouthem  people  themselves,  and  highly  injurious  to  the  country  at  large.  One  side  or 
the  other  I  thought  must  necessarily  yield,  and  I  deemed  it  my  duty  as  one  conqaered 
to  yield,  in  the  hope  and  belief  that  the  greatest  good  would  result  from  it  to  the 
South  and  the  whole  coimtry.  I  announc^  these  views  in  substance  in  the  demo* 
cratic  convention  held  at  Montgomery  in  June,  1868,  of  which  contention  I  was  a 
member,  and  I  advocated  the  nomination  by  the  democrats  of  Chief  Justice  Chase  for 
the  presidency,  in  which  proposition  I  was  sustained  by  the  judgment  of  that  wise  «id 
patriotic  man,  Governor  Fitzpatrick,  of  Alabama,  who  was  also  a  member  of  the  same 
convention.  The  convention,  however,  by  an  overwhelming  mjyority,  decided  ad- 
versely to  these  views  of  myself  and  Gk)vemor  Fitzpatrick:  and  the  debate  in  thu 
convention  on  the  part  of  those  who  opposed  the  views  we  advocated  showed  that  tbe 
passions  and  hates  which  had  existed  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  and  at  its  close  wen 
unabated  in  that  State.  Having  been  a  member  of  that  convention,  and  having  there 
publicly  advised  against  the  course  which  was  afterwards  taken,  I  felt  bonnd  by  a 
pledge  which  I  had  made  in  the  convention  to  abide  its  action,  and  continae  to  act 
with  the  democratic  organization  during  that  campaign. 

By  Mr.  Bucklby  : 

Question.  Did  you  canvass  the  State  in  that  presidential  election  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  On  the  democratic  side  t 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.    I  canvassed  the  State,  and  was  active,  earnest,  and  zealous  in  the 
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attempt  tp  bring  saceess  to  the  democratio  nominees  in  that  campaign.  We  failed. 
Shortly  afterwards  I  published  a  letter  setting  forth  my  yiews  calmly  and  deliberately 
to  tbe  people ;  and  in  that  letter  I  evinced  t&t  my  fVitnre  action  wonld  no  longer  be 
controfied  by  the  democratio  leaders.  It  was  then  that  I  took  what  is  called  now  **  the 
new  departnre  f  and  for  doing  to  at  that  time  I  was  assailed  by  the  democratio  leaders 
and  editors  in  Alabama  with  a  bitterness  never  surpassed.  Several,  however,  of  the 
newspapers  which  then  assailed  me  so  bitterly  have  very  recently  ^ken  "  tne  new 
departore." 

Quation-  Is  it  not  the  negro  suffirage  feature  of  the  reconstmction  policy  of  Congress 
which  is  one  gr^  cause  of  dissatisroction  f 

Aneujtr,  That  is  my  belief;  I  have  no  doubt  of  it ;  and  I  can  give  reasons  satisfhetory 
to  my  own  mind  for  that  opinion. 

QueeiUm,  Pleaae  state  the  reasons. 

Amswer,  In  tbo  democratic  convention  at  Montgomery  in  June,  1868,  when  I  openly 
advocated  the  nomination  by  the  democrats  of  Chief  Justice  Chase,  he  was  assailed 
with  great  bitterness  by  the  speakers  representing  the  majority  in  that  convention, 
and  mainly  because  of  his  views  as  to  negro  suffrage  and  negro  rights.  It  was  not 
even  claiined  or  pretended  that  Chief  Justice  ChaM  had  any  connection  with  the 
ibnrteenlii  amendment,  or  with  the  reconstruction  measures  of  Congress.  But  the 
main  ground  of  assault  upon  him  was,  that  he  was  one  of  the  chief  ^len  in  bringing 
about  negro  aufihige. 

Qu€9U(m.  It  has  als^been  stated  here  in  evidence  by  GenehU  Clanton,  I  believe,  and 
by  Governor  Lindsay,  that  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  carry  out  in 
good  faith  tne  terms  nf  the  surrender  was  a  source  of  greatdisaatisfaction.  Do  you  con- 
ear  with  them  in  that  view  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  that  mentioned  among  other  causes  i  but  I  look  upon  it  as 
'insignificant  in  its  iiifluence  compared  to  these  other  mattenu 

QiestiUm,  To  what  extent  do  you  think  the  present  troubles  of  the  Sotlthem  States 
grontr  out  of  antf^gonism  of  raoe  f 

Answer,  I  attribute  the  troubles  of  the  South  to  the  continued  indulgence  of  the 
passions  that  I  call  the  ''  war  passions  f  passions  engendered  during  the  war  and  since 
the  war.  The  leaders  will  not  let  the  people  get  cool ;  they  wHl  not  let  them  reason. 
I  think  that  with  all  calm  and  considerate  men  at  the  South,  men  who  haive  become 
cool,  the  antagonism  of  race,  if  there  be  such  a  thing,  is  not  a  matter  that  will  give 
us  any  trouble  in  the  future.  My  own  opinion  is  that  with  our  passions  conquered, 
and  in  the  exercise  of  our  calm  Judgment,  and  an  ordinaiy  amount  of  patriotism,  there 
is  really  no  antagonism  between  the  races  that  will  produce  any  evil  consequences  in 
the  South.  I 

Qtieaiion,  What  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  colored  people  since  their  enfranchise- 
ment T 

Answ^".  In  general,  it  has  been  good,  beyond  any  expectation  which  I  think  any 
reasonable  man  could  have  indulged. 

Questum,  You  live  in  tbe  "  black  belt "  of  the  State,  I  believe  T 

Answer,  I  do.  I  think  that  the  southern  people,  including  myself,  made  a  great  mis- 
take in  not  cultivating,  immediately  upon  tne  close  of  the  war,  that  same  kindly  feel- 
ing which  had  ever  theretofore  existed  between  the  whites  and  the  blacks  in  the  South. 

Quesiion,  Was  that  kindly  feeling  kept  up  during  the  war  t 

Answer,  Without  abatement. 

Question.  Do  you  think,  if  the  course  which  you  indicate  had  been  pursued,  that 
eame  kindly  feeling  would  have  been  continued,  and  would  still  exist  7 

Answer.  In  my  opinion  nothing  but  the  indulgence  of  passion  to  an  inordinate  extent 
could  have  prevented  the  connnuance  of  that  kindly  feeling,  except  perhaps  for  a 
very  brief  period,  immediately  following  the  setting  free  of  the  cqlorwl  people.' 

Question.  Whei%  effect  has  the  position  assumed  by  the  democratic  party  of  the  South 
in  opi>osition  to  the  enfranchisement  of  the  colored  people,  had  upon  that  class  t 

Anstver.  It  has  had  the  effect  to  unite  them  almost  solidly  against  the  democratic 
party.  They  really  fear,  judging  from  all  I  hear  firom  them,  that  democratic  success 
-would  produce  great  injury  to  them,  and  would  very"  seriously  impair  the  eiyoymcnt 
of  their  rights. 

Question.  Do  they  look  upon  opposition  to  their  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  as 
threatening  one  of  their  rights  f 

Ansufer.  Of  course  they  so  regard  it. 

Question.  I. desire  to  ask  some  questions  as  to  the  manner  of  conducting  elections  in 
your  State.  It  has  been  asserted  that  there  is  no  security  in  the  State  of  Alabama 
against  illegal  voting.    Is  that  yonr  construction  of  the  law  t 

Anstcer.  We  have  a  statute  which  does  by  its  letter  prohibit  the  challenging  of 
voters ;  but  I  believe  all  thinking  men  understand  that  act  to  be  subject  to  a  reason- 
able construction,  and  that  the  spirit  of  it  really  amounts  to  nothing  more  than  this : 
that  where  a  challenge  is  made,  it  is  made  simply  at  the  peril  of  the  challenger.  If  it 
turns  out  that  the  party  challenged  is  not  entitled  to  vote,  the  person  chaUenging  him 
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is  perfectly  free  from  either  ciTil  or  criminal  Hiibility ;  but  if  it  turns  ont  that  tiie  por- 
sou  challenged  is  a  legally-entitled  Toter,  then,  under  the  true  oonstruetion  of  the  law, 
as  I  think,  the  party  ohaUenging,  having  interfered  improperly  with  the  exerciae  of  • 
legal  risrht,  incurs  a  penalty  for  doing  so.  That  is  the  construction  which,  us  &  Judge, 
I  eboula  feel  bound  to  put  on  the  law,  and  the  c<Hi8truction  which  I  think  previuls 
among  those  with  whom  I  haye  conversed  on  the  subject.  I  hear  on  both  sides  allega- 
tions of  illegal  voting,  and  fh)m  the  inibrmation  I  get,  I  think  there  is  and  has  been 
illegal  voting  on  both  sides^  My  own  belief,  from  all  the  information  I  ha;vs  had,  is 
that  the  republicans  were  the  losers  in  the  last  elation  by  illegal  voting;  that  there 
was  more  of  it  on  the  democratic  side  than  there  was  on  the  other  side. 

^uestUm.  Were  the  electors  in  that  Stat«  registered  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QneeUon.  Under  your  law  are  persons  registering  required  to  take  sn  oath  f 

Answer,  They  «re  required  to  take  an  oath,  and  aro  subject  to  penalties  Ibr  illegal 
registration.  The  registration  In w  is  a  good  one ;  and  there  is  a  good  luid  a  safe  law 
about  contesting  elections.  If  ttie  law  of  Alabama  is  observed  no  man  can  be  preju- 
diced except  temporarily  by  illegal  voting.  The  mode  of  contesting  elections  is  Well 
provided  for,  and  it  is  ample,  except  as  to  elections  for  executive  officers.  It  is  only 
with  reference  to  these  officers,  so  far  as  I  know,  that  ample  provision  is  not  made  by 
law  for  contesting  the  elections. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Judge  Bnsteed  of  the  United  States  district  court  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question,  Does  he  live  in  your  State  f  , 

Answer,  Well,  he  says  he  does.    I  do  not  think  he  is  there  much. 

Question,  He  has  stated  here  that  the  State  auditor  made  an  attempt  to  disobey  an 
ipj unction  of  the  district  oonrt  of  the  United  States  for  the  middle  district  of  AJMMuna. 
Do  you  know  anything  about  that  case  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  employed  in  that  suit  by  the  governor  on  the  part  of  the 
defense.  It  was  a  suit  common ced  by  the  Southern  Express  Company  against  the 
auditor  of  the  State,  and  some  others  of 'the  revenue  officers  of  the  State,  to  preirnt 
the  collection  of  the  taxes  imposed  upon  the  express  company  by  the  revenue  law  of 
Alabama.  The  allegations  in  the  bill  are  in  substance  that  the  law  is  not  a  prop^  ose. 
is  violative  of  the  constitution,  and  that  the  assessment  itself,  as  made,  was  illegal. 
But  there  is  no  special  ground  of  equity  stated  or  pretended  in  the  bill,  independent  of 
these'  alleged  illegalities.  For  instance,  it  is  not  pretended  that  irreparable  iinory 
will  result  to  the  company  from  the  collection  of  the  tax ;  nor  is  it  pretended  that  there 
will  be  a  multiplicity  of  suite  if  the  taxes  are  paid  by  the  company.  In  an  opinion  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  delivered  by  Judge  Davis  at  the  last  term— a 
unanimous  decision  of  the  court  in  a  case  from  Kansas— it  was  decided  that  there  was 
not  a  particle  of  equity  in  such  a  bill  as  that  which  was  filed  in  Judge  Busteed's  court 
by  the  Southern  Express  Company.  These  grounds  were  set  forth  in  behalf  of  the 
revenue  officers,  who  were  the  defendants.  During  the  pendency  of  the  suit  the 
auditor  was  brought  ub  on  a  charge  of  having  violated  the  injunction.  Judge  Qoldtb- 
waite,  who  was  elected  by  the  democrats  at  the  last  session  to  the  Senate,  was  my 
partner  at  that  time.  We  both  agreed  that  if  there  was  a  contempt  bv  Reynolds,  the 
State  auditor,  it  was  the  most  eminently  technical  contempt  for  which  any  man  had 
ever  been  held  accountable,  and  that  certainly  there  was  no  intention  of  committing  a 
contempt.  The  answer  to  the  proceeding  for  contempt  disclaimed  utterly  any  such 
intention.  If  there  was  a  technical  contempt,  it  resulted  from  a  mere  difference  of 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  construction  of  the  revenue  law.  The  counsel  for  Reynolds 
concurred  in  nis  construction  of  it ;  the  judge  adopted  a  different  construction.  There 
was  no  intent  to  show  any  contempt  to  the  United  States  court  or  its  process,  or  any 
of  its  constituted  authorities.  That  was  plainly  shown.  And  the  Supreme  Court  <^ 
the  United  States,  in  the  decision  to  whicn  I  have  referred,  has  decided  that  there  is 
not  a  partible  of  equity  in  such  a  bill.  Judge  Bnsteed,  in  this  case,  fined  Keync^ds 
$1,000  for  contempt,  and  put  him  in  jail  for  several  days.  In  addition  to  this  he  to(^ 
occasion  in  the  course  of  his  opinion  to  make  a  statement  which  is  utterly  false,  aod 
for  which  he  has  been  sued  in  an  action-  for  libel  by  Reynolds.  This  action  for  libel 
has  been  before  a  jury  once,  and  the  verdict  was  prevented  by  tampering  with  one  of 
the  jurors,  by  a  man  who  was  well  known  as  Judge  Busteed's  fncnd,  for  which  inter- 
ference the  Judge  of  that  court  put  Judge  Busteed's  friend  in  jail,  and  also  the  juror. 

Question.  I  would  like  to  ask  you  now  a  few  questions  in  regard  to  political  disabili- 
ties. Were  you  a  member  of  the  republican  convention  which  met  at  Seima  last 
summer  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion.  Did  that  oonvraition  take  any  action  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  political 
disabilities  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  unanimously  passed  a  very  strong  resolvttion  in  f^vog  of  the 
removal  of  such  disabilities ;  and  I  know  that  the  general  view  of  the  repobUeans  <k 
Alabama  is  in  accordance  with  that  resolution.    There  are  v«y  few  republicans  of 
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Alabama  ?i?ho  are  not  earnest  advocates  of  tmiyenal  amnesty.  I  have  advocated  it 
ever  since  I  acted  with  the  republicaos ;  and  it  Las  been  a  matter  of  very  great  regret 
to  me  that  Congress  has  uot  passed  a  general  law  removing  all  such  disabilities.  I 
think  the  repuMicans  have  been  very  much  injured  by  the  £Llnre  to  pass  such  a  law. 

Questvm,  1  wish  to  invite  your  attention  to  a  part  of  the  testimony  of  Governor 
Liindsay : 

''  Question,  Aro  not  even  the  colored  people  of  Alabama  in  favor  of  the  geuer&l 
removal  of  political  disabilities  by  Congress  i 

"  A$i9wer,  Yes,  sir. 

"  Quegiion,  Is  that  the  case  with  most  of  the  white  republicans  ? 

"  Answer,  I  do  not  think  it  is." 

Has  the  senate  of  Alabama  ever  taken  any  action  on  this  subject  ? 
'   Answer,  Yes,  sir.    The  senate  of  Alabama,  which  is  still  repablicau,  has  passed  a  res- 
elation  more  than  once  in  fiivor  of  universal  amnesty^  and  has  memorialized  Congress 
on  the  snljject. 

Question^  A  great  deal  has  been  said  in  the  testimony  of  other  witnesses  in  regard  to 
taxation  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  Do  you  know  whether  any  money  was  drawn  from 
the  State  treasury  several  months  after  tbo  surrender  ior  services  rendered  by  State 
officials  before  the  surrender— during  the  warT 

Anstcer,  I  have  seen  that  statement  in  a  public  document. 

QuesHon,  Who  received  the  money? 

Answei',  I  do  not  recollect  all  of  them.  Qovemor  Watts  was  one  who  received 
money  in  that  way.  The  names  of  the  parties  are  stated  in  the  report  which  I  saw.  I 
have  never  lieard  the  statement  denied. 

Question.  In  what  report  did  you  see  itt 

Answer,  1  think  it  was  in  Chisolm's  report,  as  comptroller. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

QuesHon,  An  ofiQcial  report  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  That  report  contains  a  statement  showing  the  name  of  each  man 
who  received  money  in  that  way,  ami  tbo  amount  received.  Governor  Smith  had  the 
document  along  with  him  in  the  campaign  last  summer. 

By  Mr.  Bucklby  : 

Question,  For  what  was  this  money  paid  7 

Answer,  For  services  rendered  the  State  during  the  war.  Governor  Watts  was  gov- 
ernor during  the  war,  and  got  jiay,  I  think,  for  that.  He  had  not  diawn  his  salary,  I 
Tjelieve,  in  confederate  money ;  and  after  the  close  of  the  war,  and  before  the  recou- 
atruction  of  the  Stat«,  he  drew  his  salary  in  good  money.  That  is^what  the  report 
states.  Judge  A.  J.  Walker,  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court,  is  another  whom  I 
recollect  as  having  drawn  pay  under  those  circumstances. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  how  much  money  was  paid  in  that  way  7 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  recollect.  I  did  not  charge  my  mind  with  the  amount ;  but 
it  is  considerable. 

Question,  Do  you  remember  how  payment  was  stopped? 

Ansic^,  1  think  Chisolm  stopped  it ;  that  is  my  understanding.  He  was  auditor  or 
comptroller  at  that  time. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  order  issued  from  ^ny  source  to  stop 
payment? 

Answer.  I  have  understood  there  was ;  but  I  am  not  certain  about  it. 

By  the  Chaiumax,  (Mr.  Poor.:) 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  those  officers  had  drawn  their  pay  before  the  close 
of  the  war  in  confederate  money? 

Ansufer,  No,  sir ;  I  say  they  had  not  drawn  their  pay  during  the  war ;  but  after  the 
close  of  the  war  they  took  greenbacks.  They  could  have  got  their  pay  in  confederate 
money  during  the  war,  but  did  not  do  so.  The  fact  has  been  stated  pubUoly,  and  I 
never  heard  it  denied.  There  are  leading  democrats  involved  in  the  matter.  That  is 
what  called  my  attention  to  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Qitesftion.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Judge  Luther  R.  Smith  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  tried  cases  before  him  ?        ' 

Answer.  I  have  never  tried  any  cases  before  him ;  I  have  conversed  a  good  deal  with 
him ;  I  have  conversed  considerably  with  lawyers  who  have  laied  cases  befoie  him 
He  is  a  judge  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  in  which  I  do  not  practice.    I  have  not 
had  any  law  business  there  since  1866. 

Question.  It  has  been  stated  here  that  some  resolutions  have  been  passed  requesting 
him  to  resign  on  account  of  incompetency.    IX*  y«u  regard  him  as  incompetent? 
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An&mpr,  I  tiiiok  be  is  one  of  the  best  ciretiit  Judges  in  the  Stato-  -pae  of  the  most 
oompetont.    I  have  no  donlit  on  tha;!  point* 

Quegtwn,  He  is  not  mn  aotiye  politician  f 

Answer.  I  do  npt  know  as  to  tnat;  he  lives  in  a  different  eircmit  irom  mine* 

Que9iion,  Did  yoa  ever  know  him  to  take  any  part  in  polities  t 

Ansvser,  Ho  was  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Selma  convention ;  I  know  of  no  other 
fnstance  in  which  he  has  taken  part  in  politics. 

QuesiUyn.  He  was  chosen  presiding  officer  of  that  oonvention  on  aocoont  of  his 
superior  qualifications? 

Answer,  Undoubtedly  that  was  the  cause  ]  and  he  made  one  of  the  beet  presiding 
officers  I  ever  saw.    His  ability  in  that  line  is  remarkable. 

By  the  Chairican,  (Mr.  Pool  :)  ' 

Questtoa.  Why  was  he  requested  to  retiipf 

Answer,  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  in  the  matter;  but  I  have  no  idea  that  if  lie 
were  a  democrat  anv  such  request  wcmld  ever  have  been  made.  I  think  it  is  poxely 
because  he  is  a  republican.    I  know  of  no  other  cause. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Qwetion.  In  the  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  some  charges  have  been  made 
against  Governor  Parsons  on  the  ground  that  he  left  the  democratic  party  and  joined 
the  republican  party  for  some  mercenary  purpose.  I  would  like  you  to  state  your  own 
reason  for  abandoning  the  democratic  party  and  joining  the  repnblicaii  party. 

Answer,  I  know  for  myself  that  I  never  took  any  step  or  dia  any  act  more  regret- 
fully than  I  did  that  of  leaving  the  democratic  party  and  determimngto  act  with  the 
republican  party.  I  knew  tlM  state  of  pnblio  feeling;  I  had  had  iJi  tbogo  paarfons 
myself;  I  knew  what  an  utter  contempt  I  had  entertained  for  the  republicai» ;  and  it 
was  the  hardest  struggle  of  my  life  to  get  myself  cool  enough  and  calm  enough  to  look 
at  these  great  questions  which  have  been  disturbing  the  country,  through  lepvbUean 
spectacles — that  is,  to  fully  appreciate  the  view  the  republicans  take  of  aoeh  <iacstieBe» 
to  survey  the  matter  firom  their  standpoint:  for  I  am  satisfied  if  yoa  want  to  do  ine- 
tice  to  any  man's  position,  you  must  look  at  tne  question  not  merely  in  your  own  view, 
but  so  far  as  possible  in  his.  It  did  not  occur  to  me  until  after  a  long  tinte  that  the 
republicans  could  be  actuated  in  the  course  tbey  were  pursuing  by  anything  else  than 
hate  toward  the  people  of  the  South.  That  I  knew  to  be  the  prevailing  view  among 
the  white  people  of  Alabama ;  and  I  knew  that  any  man  who  would  quit  the  demo- 
crats and  take  part  with  the  republicans  would  be,  no  matter  what  his  motives  or 
what  manner  of  man  he  might  be,  hated  and  despised  by  a  large  portion  of  onr  white 
people.  I  do  ntSt  know  that  any  man  could  take  a  more  unpopular  and  nngraeioiK 
step,  one  more  dangerous  to  all  his  prospects.  I  took  the  step  under  the  absolute  con- 
viction that  it  was  best  for  the  southern  people  themselves^  whom  I  love  better  than  I 
do  any  other  people,  that  I  and  all  others  who  had  any  influence  with  them  should 
take  the /publican  side  and  should  try  to  calm  the  people  down  and  bring  about 
peace  in  the  country.  I  did  not  see  any  other  way  to  peace  ;  I  do  not  believe  there  is 
any  other.  In  my  own  opinion  we  cannot,  as  a  State,  attain  peace  and  proepenty 
while  one-half  of  the  people  of  the  State  are  continually  struggling  to  deny  to  the 
other  the  right  of  snfflrage. 

Judging  Governor  Parsons  by  myself,  I  should  say  that  nothing  but  an  imperative 
conviction  of  patriotic  duty  could  have  induced  him  to  make  the  change  he  did.  I  do 
not  see  how  he  could  have  promised  himself  any  gain  by  it.  I  know  that  when  I  quit  the 
democrats,  and  concluded  to  act  with  the  republicans,  I  considered  it  as  equivalent  to 
resignation  for  all  time  of  anything  in  the  way  of  political  promotion.  1  know  that 
personally  I  have  suffered  greatly  by  it — in  the  breaking^  of  social  ties,  &c.  Even  my 
law  partnership  with  Judge  Goluthwaite  was  broken  up  in  the  storm  which  prevailed 
at  the  time  of  the  suit  between  Governor  Smith  and  Governor  Lindsay.  Judgip  Gold- 
liiwaite  was  a  candidate  for  the  Senate ;  and  he  became  perfectly  convinced  tiiat  he 
conld  not  obtain  the  votes  of  the  demoeratio  members  of  the  legislature  if  he  remained 
a  partoer  of  mine.  No  business  connection  between  any  two  men  was  ever  more 
pleasant  than  ours,  as  he  himself  said  at  the  time  that  he  desired  to  dissolve  the  part- 
nership. I  know  that  no  two  men  ever  got  along  better  together  in  business,  llicfe 
was  never  anything  to  disturb  our  relations,  personal  or  pro&ssionaL  I  will  state  fur- 
ther that  I  have  no  bitterness  toward  any  of  the  democrats — ^not  even  those  who  have 
treated  me  the  worst ;  and  for  this  reason  :  At  the  close  of  the  war,  and  for  some  time 
afterward,  in  the  irame  of  mind  iu  which  1  then  was,  I  would  have  justified  myself  to 
the  full  iu  all  those  things  which  they  are  doing  now,  and  which  I  now  condemn.  My 
own  conviction  was  that  people  who  had  treated  us  as  the  noi*them  people  had,  did  ant 
•deserve  much  to  live  anynow,  and  that  if  they  did  live  they  ought  to  have  hot  times,  | 
•especially  if  they  tried  to  live  iu  the  South.  I  am  satisfied  that  theee  democrats  areJ 
!good  men,  men  whom  anybody,  knowing  them  well,  would  like ;  but  their  passionfll 
joave  been  long  indulged  about  this  accumulation  of  wrongs  as  they  view  them ;  warn 
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when  a  man  ha*  betn,  m  I  have  been,  in  the  same  condition  of  B&ind,  and  nndeviands 
the  feelings  that  are  driving  them  on,  he  canoot  but  feel  that  he  ought  not  to  be  bitter 
toward  them.  Hence  I  have  been  enabled  to  practice  forbearance  when  they  were 
abusing  and  maligning  me,  and  offering  to  me  insult  and  outrage  which  I  eould  not 
otherwise  have  b^ne. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Quesiiotu  Do  you  know  Governor  Parsons  well  t 

Answer.  I  have  known  him  for  thirty  years.  We  have  had  a  good  deal  of  bnainess 
with  each  other,  and  I  have  had  much  communication  with  him. 

Qtuition,  Is  he  a  man  of  purity  of  character  t 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  tmnk  any  one  in  Alabama  would  have  any  doubt  about 
that.    I  should  unhesitatingly  say  he  is  a  man  of  good  character. 

Queetion,  We  have  had  as  witnesses  here  men  of  eminence  who  have  stated  other- 
wise. 

Answer.  I  think  the  ceneral  idea  concerning  Groveruor  Parsons  is  that  he  is  a  very 
ambitious  man ;  I  think  so  myself ;  but  when  you  ask  me  as  to  his  general  character, 
whether  it  is  good  or  bad,  I  cannot  have  any  hesitation  in  saying  uiat  his  character 
ii  undoubtedly  good.  He  has  been  abused  very  largely  about  his  political  course.  He 
has  been  on  difrerent  sides  politically  as  I  have  myself;  and  anv  man  who  changes 
bis  ]^litioal  position  in  times  of  high  excitement  will  always  makes  enemies;  that  is 
very  certain. 

flueetion.  It  has  been  charged  before  this  committee  thai  he  changed  his  politics  from 
m«reenary  molives-Hfroin  considerations  connected  with  some  claims  that  he  had  against 
the  €k>vemment  f 

Anewer,  Well,  I  have  no  knowledge  about  his  having  any  claims,  and  I  know  of  no 
fact  or  circumstance  that  would  induce  me  to  oome  to  any  sach  conclusion,  or  would 
justify  Ibat  conclusion. 

QueBtum,  Before  he  turned  republican,  did  he  always  maintain  before  the  people  of 
Alabama  a  character  for  honor  and  purity  f 

AMwer.  His  character  has  been  uniformly  good.  I  wish  the  committee  to  understand 
tiiat  I  have  heard  a  great  many  hard  things  said  about  him  in  political  contests,  but  I 
do  not  esteem  such  things  as  furnishing  a  just  standard  bv  which  to  form  au  opinion 
as  to  a  man's  character,  for  many  of  the  men  whom  I  have  heard  speak  of  him  harshly 
and  bitterly  at  one  time  have  exalted  and  magnified  him  at  another.  I  know  what 
the  law  means  by  a  character,  and  in  that  view  i  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
Governor  Parsons's  character  is  a  good  one. 

Qu€8iion,  Is  it  not  a  part  of  the  tactics  and  principles  of  democratic  politicians  in 
Alabama  to  abuse  and  malign,  inordinately,  any  man  who  is  a  republican? 

Answer,  The  practice  in  that  respect  is  unexampled  ;  I  have  never  known  anything 
to  equal  it.  I  have  resided  in  Alabama  for  thirty-three  years,  and  have  been  connected 
somehow  or  other  with  politics  ever  since,  sometimes  quite  actively.  I  was  bom  and 
raised  a  democrat,  and  oxiq  of  the  first  things  that  I  dia  when  I  went  to  Alabama  was 
to  buy  out  a  whig  paper,  giviug  about  ten  prices  for  it;  and  I  was  for  a  while  au 
exceeaing  fierce  little  editor  in  a  country  town.  As  whigs  and  democrats  people  used 
to  abuse  each  other  very  fiercely  in  speeches  and  bewspapers,  but  such  things  scarcely 
ever  affected  our  social  relations.  It  was  an  nnusual  tning  for  social  relations  to  be 
disturbed  by  the  severe  and  apparently  an^y  political  controversies  carried  on  through 
the  newspapers  and  on  the  hustings.  But  in  these  latter  days,  since  the  war,  I  notice 
what  I  never  noticed  before,  that  the  estimate  of  a  man  is  more  controlled  by  his  poli- 
tics than  by  anything  else. 

By  Mr.  Blaih  : 

QneeUon,  What  is  the  reason  of  that  f 

Answer.  I  have  thought  much  about  it,  and  I  think  it  is  caused  by  this  long  continued 
indulgence  of  passions,  accompanied  by  a  conviction  that  the  southern  people  are  the 
most  grossly  wronged  and  outraged  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  That  is  th^  honest 
beliefof  the  white  i>eople  generally*  It  is  this  feeling,  doubtless,  that  makes  them  so 
bitter,  especially  towards  a  man  like  myself.  I  was  a  nuUifier ;  a  States-rights  man 
out  aud  out.  I  entertained  extreme  Southern  views  nntil  I  became  a  republican.  At 
one  time  I  acted  with  the  know-nothings,  but  I  advocated  southern  rights  just  as 
strongly  in  the  know-nothing  organization  as  anywhere  else.  Now,  I  think  I  may  say 
-without  vanity  that  I  have  as  many  personal  friends  in  Alabama  as  any  man  there. 
In  fact,  I  thiniJL  my  safety  aud  protection  in  being  a  republican,  and  taking  the  promi- 
nent part  which  I  have  taken  since  leaving  the  democrats,  is  attributable  in  a  large 
measure  to  the  personal  friendship  entertained  toward  me  by  democrats,  my  old  political 
brethren.  Mr.  Pugh  and  Generau  Pettus,  who,  I  understand,  have  been  before  you,  are 
friends  of  mine,  aud  our  personal  relations  have  continued  undisturbed.  They  are 
leading  men ;  men  of  mind  and  comprehension.  They  are  strong  partisans ;  at  least 
(General  Pettns  is  a  strong  partisan.    Mr.  Pugh  is  not  so  strong,  because  he  has  been 
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pretty  nraeh  of  a  republican  in  his  real  fiews,  thoogh  he  has  aeted  with  tibe  demoorata 
all  the  time ;  and  it  is  interesting  to  hear  him  explain  why  he  does  so.  Bat  I  tell  yoa 
that  any  man  bom  and  raised  in  the  South,  who  acts  with  republicans,  has  a  hud  load 
before  him. 

QueBtUm.  Dbes  not  that  arise  from  the  conviction  that  such  a  oonrse  is  an  abandon- 
ment of  a  conqnered  people  in  the  hour  of  their  distress?. 

Answer,  I  think  in  a  great  measure  it  is  attributable  to  that ;  I  think  that  ia  the 
view  of  the  southern  people ;  and  knowing  this,  I  have  borne  things  which  I  never 
could  have  borne  otherwise.  I  will  say  that  for  some  time  after  the  war  closed  I  was 
as  bitter  as  any  of  them. 

Question.  1  suppose  the  people  of  the  South  are  like  all  other  people ;  they  can  believe 
in  the  sincerity  of  the  motives  with  which  men  turn  from  the  stronger  side  to  the 
weaker;  but  when  the  change  is  connected  with  some  personal  gain  or  advantage  it  is 
very  hard  for  them  to  believe  it  sincere  f 

Answer.  1  have  no  doubt  about  that.  It  is  remarkable  how.  much  the  soathem 
people  do  roisunderst-and  a  great  many  of  the  northern  people.  I  understand  tbem 
now  because  I  have  got  over  my  former  feelings ;  but  before  I  became  cool  I  rated  a 
northern  man  very  low ;  and  any  southern  man  who  would  take  part  with  him  I  wonld 
rate  the  same  way,  or,  if  anything,  a  little  worse.  I  think  the  mass  of  the  soathem 
people  are  in  that  condition  yet. 

QuesiUm.  You  assume  that  you  are  the  cool  man,  and  that  everybody  else  is  Idinded 
by  passion? 

An«wer.  Of  course  I  do :  I  think  I  am  right  in  the  assomption. 

QuegHan.  You  are  like  the  one  Juryman  who  complained  of  the  obstinacy  of  his  eleven 
fellow-jnrymen  t 

Answer.  1  may  be  that  way.  It  hardly  enters  the  heads  of  the  southern  people  that 
the  northern  view  of  this  question  may  be  conscientionsly  entertained. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  putting  all  the  talent  and  ability  of  the  Sooth  under 
political  disabilities  is  an  outrage  on  your  section  f 

Answer.  I  did  think  so ;  and  I  will  not  say  that  I  justify  it  now.  On  the  contrary,  I 
think  the  republicans  committed  a  great  mistake  in  adopting  that  measure.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  they  were  the  losers  by  it.  I  am  satisfied  of  that  &ct.  I  know  that  the 
imposition  of  disabilities  has  been  largely  used  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  republican 
party.    I  was  one  of  those  disabled. 

Question.  You  have  had  your  disabilities  removed  f 

Answer.  Not  by  my  request ;  anct  it  was  done  a  Ions;  time  after  I  was  a  repnblic^i. 

Question.  You  were  understood  to  be  on  their  side  before  you  were  relieved  t 

Answer.  Yefl,  sir;  that  is  true ;  but  I  want  this  understood :  Several  of  my  republi- 
can friends  proposed  to  me  to  apply  for  or  request  a  removal  of  my  disabilities,  but  I 
declined  to  do  so.  I  was  determined  that  if  I  went  to  my  grave  with  the  diaabilitiee 
on  me,  it  would  not  swerve  me  fix>ui  following  those  convictions  which  I  knew,  through 
great  tribulation,  tended  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

Question.  People  are  not  supposed  to  be  operated  upon  altogether  by  that  which 
applies  personally  to  themselves ;  but  a  patriotic  citizen  of  your  State  who  sees  an 
overbearing  conqueror  forbidding  t^e  people  to  use  the  best  talent  in  the  State  for 
their  government,  and  who  unites  himself  with  the  party  which  does  that  thine, 
which  places  these  disabilities  upon  his  State,  can  hardly  expect  that  his  course  wul 
be  readily  appreciated  by  his  fellow-citizens  f 

Answer.  I  went  to  the  republicans  with  my  disabilities  on  me. 

Question.  And  that  party  placed  those  disabilities  upon  you  and  your  people,  and 
refuses  to  relieve  them  t  ^ 

Answer.  Wel>,  it  is  irritating.  My  opinion  is  that  anything  the  republicans  do  which 
can  be  used  by  the  able  men  we  have  down  South,  on  the  democratic  side,  to  keep  up 
excitement  and  passion,  4ielps  the  democrats  and  hurts  the  republicans.  If  the 
southern  people  could  become  cool — if  these  irritating  influences  could  be  removed — 
I  think  there  would  be  a  decided  change ;  and  I  want  to  see  such  a  change. 

Question.  The  trouble  is  that  the  republican  party  does  not  want  to  encounter  here 
in  Congress  the  ablest  men  of  the  South  t 

Answer.  I  reckon  that  is  not  the  cause ;  for  those  men  can  do  more  gainst  tiie 
republican  party  down  there  than  they  could  do  here.  The  democrats  have  as  able; 
men  who  are  not  under  disfranchisement  as  any  who  are  disqualiiied  in  that  way. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Have  not  a  good  many  democrats  of  your  State  been  relieved  f    Has  aot 
Judge  Goldthwaite  been  relieved  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  Governor  Lindsay  has  been  relieved  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  And  Mr.  Welbom  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  great  miay  of  them  have  been  relieved-rta  conaldeiaUe  propor- 


ALABAMA.  509 

tion  of  tbem.    Speaking  accnrately.  the  class  of  men  under  political  disabilities  in 
Alabama  is  not  very  numerous  compared  -with  the  whole  population. 
'  Question.  Has  not  the  republican  party  in  fact  advocatfid  for  two  or  three  years  back 
a  general  removal  of  political  disabilities  f 

Answer,  The  legislature  of  Alabama  at  its  very  first  session,  when  both  branches  were 
overwhelmingly  republican,  removed  ever^'  particle  of  proscription  and  disfranchise- 
ment that  there  was  in  the  State  constitution.  That  action  was  one  of  the  softening 
things  which  helped  them  along.  When  I  saw  them  doing  that — when  I  thought  over 
tbe  matter,  I  could  not  but  feel  that  the^  was  more  good  in  this  party  than  I  had 
ever  before  conceived. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

QnesHon.  Are  slanders  against  private  charact^'r  gotten  up  and  indulged  in  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  in  Alabama  agamst  men  who  are  republicans  f 

Anmoar,  To  a  very  large  extttit — unprecedented,  in  my  opinion. 

Question,  Are  there  any  other  persecutions  of  such  men  in  the  way  of  business  or 
social  proscription  t  0 

Answer.  I  believe  it,  fully:  from  what  I  have  heard  I  am  satisfied  of  it. 

Question.  To  what  extent  T 

Answer.  It  is  difficult  to  use  an  expression  that  would  show  the  extent.  I  should 
81^  a  considerable  extent.  Every  one  can  form  a  reasonable  conjecture  about  the  matter 
from  the  facts  I  have  already  stated — ^the  contempt  and  disgust  which  the  democrats 
generally  feel  toward  the  repablicans.  When,  in  the  course  of  business,  we  find  we 
reel  a  contempt  and  disgust  toward  one  man  engaged  in  business  and  have  no  such 
feeling  towaixL  another  man  right  beside  him,  wo  are  almost  sure  to  go  to  the  man 
toward  whom  we  have  no  such  feeling. 

Question,  Have  any  prosecutions  oi  a  malicious  character  been  gotten  up  in  the 
courts -against  re|>ubJicans  t 

Ansvfer.  WeU,  sir,  I  cannot  say  from  my  own  knowledge ;  bat  I  believe  that  men  of 
the  repoblioan  party  have  been  prosecuted  for  offenses  in  cases  where  they  would  not 
have  been  jwoseonted  if  they  had  been  democrats.  I  can  mention  the  case  o^  the 
probate  judge  of  Elmore  County — Judge  Dennis.  Ho  has  been  prosecuted  for  an 
assault  on  a  democrat  named  Youn^,  witn  intent  to  commit  murder.  The  case  came 
on  for  trial  at  the  last  term  of  the  circuit  court  of  Autauga  Qounty,  to  which  the  case 
had  been  carried  by  a  change  of  venue.  '  I  understand  that  every  member  of  the  jury 
was  a  democrat. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  the  grand  jury  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  petit  jury  that  tried  the  case.  I  appeared  as  one  of  the  attor- 
neys for  Dennis ;  and  Governor  Watts  was  with  me.  On  the  other  side  were  General 
Cianton  and  bis  partner.  Dennis  was  fbund  guilty  of  an  assault  with  intent  to  com- 
mit murder.  It  is  pretty  well  known,  by  people  in  Alabama^  that  a  conviction  for  that 
sort  of  an  offense  renders  Judge  Dennis  meligible  to  his  office.  The  jury  found  him 
guilty ;  but  they  afterward  brought  in  to  the  judge  a  statement  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  ^reat  and  grievous  provocation,  they  recommended  to  the  judge  to  be  as  lenient 
with  him  as  possible.  Now,  every  one  who  understands  the  nature  of  that  offense— an 
assault  with  intent  to  murder — knows  that  when  an  act  is  done  ff  om  passion,  stirred 
suddenly  bv  a  great  provocation,  the  man  is  relieved  altogether  of  the  guilt  of  an 
assault  with  intent  to  murder.  Under  our  statute  the  intent  to  commit  murder  is  an 
essential  element  of  the  offense.  Th^  jndge  so  charged;  yet  the  jury  found  the 
defendant  guilty.  But,  on  the  statement  submitted  by  the  jury,  the  judge  granted 
him  a  new  trial ;  for  the  statement  could  not  be  reconciled  with  the  verdict. 

Question.  You  mean  to  say  that  this  statement,  made  by  the  jury  subsequently  to  the 
verdict,  showed  that  they  knew  the  man  was  not  in  law  guilty  of  the  offense  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  say  they  knew  it,  because  they  are  very  reputable  men ;  but  upon 
the  faets  stated  in  their  recommendation  the  law  entitled  the  d^endant  to  an  acquittal. 

Question.  And  the  judge  so  charged  them  ? 

Answer.  The  judge  told  them  that  to  make  out  the  offense  of  an  assault  with  intent 
,to  commit  murder,  it  was  essential  that  it  should  be  proved  as  a  matter  of  fact  that 
{the  specific  intent^to  commit  murder  existed  in  the  mind  of  the  defendant  when  he 
tfired  the  pistol.  The  jury  were  out  a  long  time — a  day  or  two ;  and  finally  they  brought 
in  a  verdict  juid  followed  it  up  with  that  statement. 

Question.  Who  requested  Judge  Luther  R.  Smith  to  resign  T 

Answer,  I  think  I  saw  in  a  newspaper  that  it  was  requested  by  a  meeting  of  the 
peoplo  in  the  county  where  ho  lived ;  the  request  may  have  been  made,  for  aught  I 
know,  from  other  sources. 

Question.  What  reason  did  they  give  for  that  request  ? 

Answer.  I  forget  about  that.    I  read  the  statement  in  a  newspaper. 

Question.  Was  it  a  democratic  meeting  t  , 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  professed  to  oe  a  democratic  meeting;  but  I  have  no  doubt, 
myself,  that  those  who  took  part  in  it  were  all  demoorats. 
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Bj  Mr.  BLAin : 

Question.  Yon  do  not  know  it  7 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  it.  I  know,  howerer,  that  Jndfe  Smith  stands  yery 
higli  with  the  repnblicans ;  I  do  not  know  any  man  who  1ms  a  hotter  standing  with 
them ;  and  I  therefore  do  not  believe  yon  conla  j^t  np  a  meeting  of  r^pablicaos  any- 
where in  the  State  who  wonld  request  him  to  resign. 

By  the  Cuaibhan,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Is  the  Jndge  a 'man  of  snch  eharacter  and  attainments  andaoalifications  for 
the  office  he  holds  as  to  entitle  him  to  high  standing  with  everybody  T 

Anstoer,  That  is  my  belief. 

Question,  Judge  Busteed  has  been  a  witness  before  this  committee.  How  does  Judge 
Busteed  stand  T 

Anstner,  Until  he  gave  ont  recently  certain  indications  that  he  was  about  to  become 
a  democrat,  I  think  lie  had  the  worst  standing  of  any  officer  I  know  with  the  peMle 
generally,  and  the  bar  generally,  in  tjie  midd^  part  of  the  State  where  I  live.  I  do 
not  conceive  it  possible  that  a  judge  Jbuld  have  had  a  worse  clvaracter  than,  be  had.  I 
see  that  now  the  democratic  papers  are  beginning  to  speak  more  kindlj  <^hiBi.  So 
with  Judge  J.  Q.  Smith,  the  circuit  jud^o  whom  I  nave  mentioned.  He  was  ooonted  a 
republican  until  very  recently.  When  ne  held  court  in  Mobile  a  few  months  ago  tiie 
democratic  papers  stated  that  he  had  giten  notice  that  his  connection  with  the  repub- 
licans had  ceased;  and  I  notice  that  the  democratic  papers  are  now  speaking 
Suite  kindly  of  him ;  but  until  then  his  character  was  detestable  and  odious  with  the 
emocrats. 

Question.  Jud^  Busteed  is  the  United  States  district  Judge  of  your  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  said  of  him  T 

Answer.  Everything  that  is  criminal  in  a  Judge  was  charged  upon  him.  It  was  not 
only  stated  that  he  was  hectoring  and  tyrannical  and  one-sided  m  his  proceedings  in 
court,  but  that  he  was  venal  ana  corrupt ;  that  he  shared  the  spoils  of  lar^  cases  in 
which,  according  to  the  common  belief,  the  people  were  plundered  of  their  property 
through  bis  court. 

Question,  Was  that  generally  said  of  him  by  the  democrats? 

Answer,  I  never  heard  any  democrat  speak  i|i  his  favor  till  recently. 

Question.  Had  they  impressed  the  people  with  the  belief  that  such  was  his  eharacter  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  difference  of  opinion  on  that  subject, 
among  the  democratic  lawyers,  and  those  best  acquainted  with  Jud^e  Busteed. 

Question.  You  say  that  since  ne  has  given  out  indications  that  he  is  about  to  beeome 
a  democrat  there  is  a  change  in  the  manner  in  which  ho  is  spoken  off 

Ansxcer,  I  have  not  noticed  anything  except  what  I  have  seen  in  the  newspapers.  I 
do  not  think  that  our  partisan  newspapers  wonld  undertake  to  talk  that  way  on  their 
own  authority. 

Question.  What  course  do  the  democratic  papers  pursue  towards  him  now  7 

Answer,  They  speak  of  him  as  quite  a  discreet,  well-behaved  Judge.  At  the  last  teisi 
of  Judge  Busteed;s  court  at  Mont^mery,  the  district  attorney  presented  a  copy  of  t&e 
Selma  Times,  and  asked  that  a  writ  be  issued  to  the  editor  of  that  paper  to  show  cause 
why  he  published  a  very  severe  article  reflecting  upon  the  grand  Juiv,  especiatty 
its  foreman.  The  editor,  on  being  served  with  the  writ,  came  before  the  court,  and 
Judge  Busteed  discharged  him,  with  an  opinion  which  was  published  witJi  high  com- 
mendation by  the  Advertiser,  at  Montgomery. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  A  democratic  paper  f 

Anstver.  A  leading  democratic  paper.  I  have  seen  other  articles  of  the  same  kind  in 
papers  of  that  class.  The  Mobile-  Register,  I  ol>served,  published  an  artiele  speakiBg 
pretty  well  of  J.  Q.  Smith. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  What  had  they  charged  J.  Q.  Smith  with  when  he  was  a  repnl^ican  f 

Answer.  He  was  the  United  States  district  attomev  for  some  time  while  Judge  Bnateed 
was  presiding  there,  directly  after  the  war ;  and  they  said  he  had  levied  very  heavy 
contiibutions  upon  our  people,  contrary  to  the  intent  and  spirit  of  the  law,  and  olUn 
its  letter.    They  said  he  was  a  most  gouging  man. 

Question^  Corrupt  T 

Auswer.  Corrupt  and  unconscientious :  and  ho  was  removed  from  office,  as  I  under- 
stoml,  on  that  charge. 

Question.  You  say  that  now,  since  he  has  indicated  that  he  has  become  a  demoent, 
the  tone  of  those  papers  has  changed  toward  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  Sir.  They  commenced  softening  toward  him  when  he  came  on  fh»n 
«»lma  and  took  charge  of  that  proceeding  to  make  Governor  Smith  hand  over  tfte 
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pftpera  aod  books  of  his  ofiSoe  to  Governor  lindttj.  It  is  since'tlieii  tk»t  be  hm  held 
court  in  Mobile ;  and  I  saw  a  siateoieBl  in  the  pspers  that  he  had  given  some  kind  of 
a  formal  announcement  that  his  eonnectioii  with  the  repnblioan  party  had  ceased.  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  is  true. 

By  Mr.  BL41R : 

Question.  How  do  the  radical  papers  speak  of  you  since  you  went  over  to  their  aide  f 

Answer,  Pretty  weU. 

©iiertion.  They  now  begin  to  fiad  out  that  you  are  a  clever  fellow  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiesiion,  They  did  not  discover  it  before  t 

Answer,  Well,  thev  were  not  very  severe  upon  me  before,  except  politically.  I  am 
not  now  speakiD^  of  political  opposition.  I  araw  a  distinctioir  between  political  and 
personal  opposition.  I  was  very  severe  and  abusive  toward  them,  and  It  struck  mo  that 
there  was  a  striking  contrast  between  their  handling  of  mo  and  my  handling  of  them. 
They  treated  me  much  better  than  I  treated  them  when  I  was  fighting  them  as  hard 
as  I  could. 

By  the  Chairbcan,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  What  has  been  the  course  of  the  republicans  toward  the  democrats  f  Has  it 
been  of  the  same  abusive  character  t 

Answer,  O,  no ;  there  is  a  marked  diilerence,  as  any  one  can  see  by  reading  the 
newspapers. 

Question.  How  is  it  outside  of  the  newspapers  f 

Answer,  The  newspapers  afford  a  pretty  lair  indication  of  the  difference  outside  of 
the  newspapers. 

Question,  Is  one  party  more  abusive  toward  the  other  than  was^the  case  before  the 
wart 

Answer.  I  think  that  if  there  is  any  difference  the  republican  papers  are  less  bitter 
than  they  were  then.  The  leading  paper  at  Montgomery  especially  would  have  been 
counted  extraordiuarily  mild  toward  its  political  opponents  before  the  war  if  it  had 
been  no  more  severe  in  its  tone  than  it  is  now.  It  is  a  paper  of  unusual  fairness  and 
liberality  toward  its  political  opponents. 

Question,  You  see  a  marked  amerence,  then,  in  that  respect  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  leadio^  men  of  the  two  parties  act  f  • 

Answer,  res,  sir;  that  is  the  result  of  my  observation  and  judgment. 

Question,  Do  you  find  that  republicans  attack  the  private  character  of  leading  demo- 
crats f 

Anstcer.  Not  in  a  single  instance  that  I  know  of,  except  npon  facts  too  plain  to  be 
doubted  or  refuted. 

Question.  They  do  not  engage  injpetty  slander  and  gossip  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  do  not.  There  are  three  republican  papers  in  the  State  that  I 
see  frequently— one  published  at  Mobile,  one  at  HuntsviUc,  and  one  at  Montgomery. 
I  have  already  remarked  that  I  consider  the  paper  published  at  Montgomery  as  remark- 
ably fair  and  just  toward  its  political  opponents  in  times  of  party  excitement.  I  can 
say  the  same  of  the  Huntsville  paper. 

Question.  Did  you  notice  that  fact  when  you  were  an  earnest  and  zealous  democrat  ? 

Answer.  When  I  was  a  democrat  it  was  conducted  by  a  different  man. 

Question.  I  am  inquiring  as  to  the  general  tone  of  the  republican  papers  f 

Answer,  1  noticed  then  that  the  republican  papers,  when  I  was  malcing  all  the  war 
that  I  could  against  the  republicans,  were  nothing  like  as  bitter  toward  me  as  I  was 
toward  them. 

Question.  You  were  once  chief  justice  of  Alabama  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Wnenf 

Ansv^,  I  went  on  the  bench  of  the  supreme  court  in  the  beginning  of  1855 ;  I  had 
not  been  on  the  bench  loog  before  I  became  chief  justice,  whisii  ofiico  I  continued  to 
hold  until  I  resigned  it  in  the  early  part  of  the  vear  1859. 

Question,  You  were  elected  to  that  1)ench  by  tne  democrats  6f  the  Statue  f 

Ansujer,  Yes,i3ir.  I  was  bom  and  raised  a  democrat,  and  gave  uiy  first  vote  for  Van 
Buren. 

QueUion.  Why  was  the  presence  of  Governor  Smith  required  in  court  on  the  occa- 
sion to  which  you  have  refeiTed  T 

Answer.  I  know  of  no  reason,  and  none  was  assigned  by  the  judge.  I  made  the  poiut 
before  him  that  he  had  no  right  to  require  the  personal  appearance  of  Govemor  Smith. 
I  will  state  how  the  question  came  up.  The  time  allowed  Governor  Smith  to  ailswi-r 
w^afl  nnprecedentedly  short;  I  think  that  Goveruor  Smith  told  me  it  was  near  11  o'clock 
in  the  lorenoon  when  notice  was  served  on  him  that  that  ufternoou  at  3  o'clock  he  luu^t 
appear  and  answer  to  this  statutory  proceeding. 

Question,  Did  you  call  the  judge's  attention  to  the  fuct  that  he  had  no  right  to 
require  the  personal  presence  of  Governor  Smith  f 
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Answer,  I  did.  The  paper  serred  on  ns  was  not  a  copy  of  the  oomplaint ;  H  was 
merely  the  tnmmons.  No  copy  of  the  complaint  was  ftirui^ed  to  ns.  The  govemor 
called  my  attention  to  the  summons  as  soon  as  it  was  served.  We  sent  the  sheriff  of 
the  coanty  to  the  jadge  to  get  a  copy  of  the  complaint,  so  tliat  we  might  prepare  our 
answer.  The  sheriff  saw  the  juoge,  who  stated,  as  the  sheriff  re]K>rted  to  ns,  that 
Judge  Brooks,  one  of  the  counsel  for  Lindsay,  had  the  complaint  in  his  possession. 
We  aid  not  know  what  was  in  it. 

Question.  Thoy  had  not  even  served  you  with  a  copy  of  the  complaint  f 

Antwer.  No,  sir ;  and  neither  myself  nor  Govemor  Smith  ever  saw  a  copy  of  it  till 
after  the  hour  for  the  hearing  arrived,  when  Judge  Smith  went  on  the  bench,  called 
the  'Sheriff  to  him,  and  hauded  to  him  irom  the  bench  a  copjr  of  the  oomplaint.  The 
sheriff  served  it  on  me  there.  Igot  np  and  asked  for  a  continuance,  stating  the  laets 
I  have  stated  to  yon.  I  said,  ^*  Your  honor  knows  that  the  sheriff  was  after  yon  to  set 
a  copy  of  the  complaint  and  did  not  get  it,  but  you  -referred  him  to  Judge  Bnxws. 
Judge  Brooks  says  we  did  not  get  it  from  him  ;  and  we  have  had  no  opportunity  to  see 
the  complaint.  We  now  obtikin  it  for  the  first  time.  I  ask  for  a  continuance."  He 
said  he  would  not  grant  it,  but  would  allow  me  thirty  minutes  to  have  the  gov^nor 
personally  present  in  court.  I  stated  that  he  had  no  right  to  require  the  governor^ 
presence  in  court.  He  said  he  would  not  allow  us  time,  but  would  go  right  suiead  with 
the  case  unless  I  would  have  the  governor  there  in  court  in  thirty  minutes.  I  went  to 
the  capitol,  and  he  came  down  with  me.  We,  of  course,  had  no  answer  prepared.  A 
demurrer  was  partly  written  out.  I  stated  my  objections  to  the  jurisdiction  on  the  fewse  of 
the  complaint,  while  my  associate  was  preparing  the  demurrer ;  and  while  he  was  arguing 
\he  demurrer,  I  wrote  the  answer.  I  am  satined  that,  if  we  had  not  taken  up  time  in 
that  way  by  speaking,  we  would  have  had  no  opportunity  to  file  either  an  answer  or 
a  demurrer. 

Q^€8twn,  Ton  had  to  consume  the  time  of  the  conrt  by  sx>eaking,  in  order  to  get  time 
to  prepare  a  demurrer  and  an  answer  t 

Answsr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  a  court  to  require  the  personal  appearance  of  a  defend- 
ant in  a  civil  suit  except  on  an  action  for  contempt  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  neither  before  nor  since. 

^ussHon.  Was  there  any  allegation  of  contempt  in  this  case  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  reason  did  the  judge  give  for  insisting  on  the  personal  presence  of 
Governor  Smith  T 

Ansicer.  He  did  not  give  any.  I  wanted  to  know  the  reason,  but  could  not  find 
out  any. 

Question.  Was  there  a  high  state  of  excitement  there  at  that  time  f 

Answer.  It  was  terrible.    It  was  the  highest  state  of  excitement  I  oversaw  in  my  life. 

Question.  Which  party  manifested  excitement  f 

An8u>er.  Well,  the  democrats,  of  course. 

Question.  Was  there  any  excitement  ^mon^  the  republicans  f 

Ansiccr.  There  was  that  excitement  which  is  the  result  of  a  knowledge  and  an  inspec- 
tion  of  excitement  on  the  other  side.  When  I  went  into  the  court-house  at  the  time 
of  the  hearing  I  went  alone ;  the  other  counsel  for  Govemor  Smith  were  not  along 
when  I  first  went  in.  There  was  a  large  crowd  in  the  court-house  j  and  of  course  tbcro 
were  some  republicans,  but  the  largest  ^art  of  the  crowd  that  I  knew  were  democrats. 
And  I  noticed  one  thing  that  I  never  noticed  before,  a  crowd  of  men— nearly  all  of  then 
young  men — occupied  at  the  first  session  of  the  court,  the  part  of  the  court-houae  nearN 
behind  me.  Then  at  the  session  after  the  expiration  of  the  thirty  minutes,  I  notieea 
that  they  were  there  again ;  and  they  remained  there.  They  were  strangers  to  me.  I 
did  not  know  a  solitary  one  of  them. 

Question.  How  many  of  them  were  there  f 

Answei\  1  should  suppose  there  were  not  less  than  thirty ;  they  were  apparentiy  is. 
a  compact  body. 

Question.  You  saw  this  Compact  body  of  strange  young  men  t 

Anmccr.  Yes,  sir.    Every  one  of  them  was  a  stranger  to  me.    That  iS  what 
my  attention. 

Question.  They  occupied  that  portion  of  the  court-room  j'ust  behind  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  when  yon  went  into  the  court-room  after  the  expira^on  of  llie 
minutes'  recess,  yon  observed  the  same  thing f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  same  body  of  men  t 

Ansiccr.  Yes,  sir ;  the  same  faces. 

QucsHon,  And  they  occupied  places  behind  you  t 

Ansiva:  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  they  armed  f 
.   Answer.  I  do  not  know  j  I  did  not  see  any  arms. 
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Quettian.  Have  yon  learned  since  where  they  osme  from  f 

Anaicer,  No,  sir.  I  afterwards  asked  several  persom  whether  they  noticed  it.  Some 
did  and  some  did  not.  Those  who  said  they,  noticed  it,  said  that  the  yonng  men  were 
strangers  to  them. 

Question,  Is  it  your  impression  that  those  people  helouged  to  any  organi2ation  that 
had  come  to  take  part  in  that  controversy  f 

Answer,  Well,  it  certainly  was  a  ver|r  remarkable  thing. 

Question,  What  was  the  impression  in  the  community  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  did  not  talk  with  enough  to  set  the  impression  of  the 
community.  My  own  impression  was  that  they  were  there  uom  the  interest  they  felt 
or  intended  to  take  in  that  particular  case. 

Question,  Were  there  manifestations  of  threatened  violence  t 

Anmoer.  No  other  than  that  these  young  men  were  evidently  in  a  position  to  do  what 
they  might  have  desired.  I  had  my  own  idea  about  it ;  but  that  was  all.  I  had 
nothing  to  go^ipon  but  the  remarkable  fact  of  a  collection  of  young  m^  of  that  num- 
ber all  nuddled  together  in  one  particular  place  in  the  court-house,  with  not  a  single 
face  that  I  had  ever  seen  before,  so  far  as  I  know  or  believe,  and  that  they  slMmld  have 
maintained  that  position  steadily. 

By  Mr.  BiJckley  : 

Que8tio7i.  Have  you  been  living  in  that  county  a  long  timef 

Atietoer,  I  removed  there  in  1^2,  and  have  been  livmg  there  ever  since 

By  the  Chatrman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question,  You  know  generally  the  citizens  of  that  community  f 

Answer,  I  Imow  them  well. 

Question,  Ton  think  that  these  men  did  not  belong  there  f 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  that  they  did  not  live  in  that  community. 

Qitestion,  Were  there  manifestations  of  threatened  violence  generally  about  the  city 
in  connection  with  this  matter  f 

Anstcer.  For  several  days  the  governor  had  the  military,  and  the  sheriff  and  his 
posse,  guarding  his  office  at  the  capitol. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Did  the  military  go  at  the  request  of  the  sheriff  as  the  sheriff's  posse  t 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir.  I  understood  the  sheriff  took  them  down  himself.  There  was  an 
apprehension  that  possession  would  be  taken  of  the  governor's  office  by  force  or 
violence. 

Question.  From  the  manifestations  you  saw  do  you  think  the  apprehension  was  well 
founded  t 

Angwer.  My  own  opinion,  as  I  stated  it  to  the  governor,  was  that  there  were  very 
good  grounds  for  apprehending  violence.  I  fonnded  this  opinion  on  the  appearance 
and  demeanor  of  men  and  the  presence  of  strangers,  a  good  many  of  them  young  men, 
who  were  not  there  on  any  business  that  I  could  imagine.  There  was,  perh<:ips,  a 
meeting  of  the  Masonic  lodge  or  some  other  public  assemblage  in  Montgomerv  at  that 
time.  But  I  belong  to  the  Masons  myself;  and  I  am  pretty  well  convinced  tnat  those 
men  did  not  come  there  to  attend  to  that  business 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool.) 

Question.  You  mean  that  the  manifestations  you  saw  were  not  connected  with  any 
public  assemblage  at  Montgomery  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  not.  I  saw  things  there  that  did  not  have  any  appropriate 
couueotion  with  any  of  those  public  assemblages ;  and  those  men  I  never  saw  after 
that  case  was  compromised. 

Question,  WiW  it  under  these  circumstances,  while  these  men  occupied  seats  behind 
yo«,  that  the  personal  presence  of  Qovemor  Smith  in  the  court  was  peremptorily  de- 
manded by  the  judge -t 

Aistswer.  Yes,  sir.    They  were  there  when  that  demand  was  made  in  that  way. 

Question,  Did  the  governor  appear  in  court  f 

Ansujer,  Yes,  sir.  I  went  to  the  capitol  and  told  the  governor  to  come  down  and  fistoe 
the  music. 

Question.  He  was  brought  into  court  f 

Answer,  I  went  in  with  him. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  the  governor  was  under  any  apprehensions  of  personal 
riolcncc  during  this  contest  f 

Answer,  I  think  be  was. 

Question.  Do.  you  think  those  apprehensions  were  well  founded  f 

Answer,  I  thought  that  he  had  grounds  for  apprehending  violence.  lam  satisfied  he 
lad. 

Question,  Suppose  he  had  continued  the  contest,  and  had  held  on  to  the  office  by 
rlrtue  of  the  iigunction  f 

33 
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Aniwer,  My  belief  is  tibat  if  inhere  bad  been  a  deoisioii  in  that  suit  in  fibvor  of  Gor- 
emor  Smitb,  or  if  he  had  held  on  to  the  oiBce,  there  would  have  been  TioleDoe.  That 
is  only  my  belief;  and  I  may  be  mistaken. 

Question.  Yon  drew  that  conclusion  from  what  you  saw  and  heaid  on  the  ornaiidnt 

Aniufer.  Yes,  sir.  More  fcom  what  I  observed  than  from  what  I  heard.  I  notloed 
the  movements  of  men.  I  noticed  that  men,  between  whom  and  myself  there  had 
never  been  the  slightest  unkindness,  went  by  me  in  the  street  without  noticing  me,  or 
would  scowl  at  me,  swelled,  aa  it  were,  with  rage  or  other  passion.  As  I  have  already 
etated,  I  did  not  commence  that  suit;  I  was  not  in  Montgomery  when  itwaaeom- 
menced.  When  I  arrived  in  Montgomery  I  had  no  more  knowledge  of  its  having  beeo 
commenced,  or  of  the  contents  of  tiie  bill,  than  any  gentleman  of  this  committee. 

Question.  All  that  the  governor  asked  was  a  &ir  contest  and  helMng  f 

Answer.  His  appeal  was  to  the  law  in  the  regular,  usual,  and,  in  my  opinion,  justifia- 
ble fi>rm. 

Question,  Waa  that  refrised  to  him  f 

Answer.  He  filed  his  bill  for  an  injunotion 

.    Qun^on.  I  mean  was  it  practically  refhsed  f    Had  he  any  opportunity  for  contest  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  and  he  could  have  no  opportunity  for  contesting  wie  election  vtttii 
the  legislature  hacL  passed  a  law  on  the  subject.  I  have  heard  the  idea  sumrested  that 
under  the  constitutional  provision  which  has  been  read  a  contest  for  the  office  of  gov- 
ernor is  properly  triable  before  a  joint  convention  of  the  two  houses,  and  that  all  tb»j 
have  to  do  is  to  make  rules  as  they  go  along.  But  any  man  who  will  read  the  provisioB 
of  our  constitution  will  see  that  that  construction  is  entirely  untenable,  for  tbe  words 
are,  '*  in  such  manner  aa  may  be  prescribed  by  law."  A  law  cannot  be  passed  by  a  joint 
convention.  Under  our  constitution  a  law  must  be  passed  by  the  two  houses,  eadi  act- 
ing separately  and  for  itself;  and  then  it  must  go  to  the  governor  for  his  ap^vval  or 
disapproval.  No  law  can  be  passed  in  Alabama  unless  it  uTsent  to  the  governor^  wi& 
an  opportunity  on  his  part  to  approve  or  disapprove  it. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Smith  abandon  that  contest  and  resign  the  office  to  Mr.  liind- 
say  under  the  pressure  of  these  manifestations  of  violence  and  to  secure  the  pnbJie 
peace? 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  manifestation  of  violence  had  some  effect  on  him; 
that,  in  connection  with  tlie  firm  conviction  that  his  continuance  in  the  assertion  of  he 
rights,  though  in  a  lawful  and  peaceful  manner,  would  result  in  violence  and  in  great 
injury  to  the  material  interests  of  the  State,  induced  the  course  which  he  took. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  views  which  operated  upon  Grovemor  Smith  in  abandoning 
the  contest  were  well  founded  in  fisu^t  f 

Ajns%oer.  In  every  particular.  I  think  he  was  right  as  to  the  apprehension  of  violenoi, 
and  that  he  was  right  in  his  apprehension  as  to  the  exceedingly  damaging  consequences 
to  the  business  interests  of  the  State  if  he  should  continue  l^e  contest. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  Judge  J.  Q.  Smith's  unauthorized  order  for  his  pfresence 
in  court  was  made  with  the  intent  to  intimidate  him  f 

Answer.  1  think  that  Judffe  J.  Q.  Smith  re<|uired  the  governor  to  come  into  court  ic 
order  that  when  he  gave  judgment  against  hmi  he  might  order  him  oonunitted  to  cas- 
tody  until  other  people  could  go  to  the  capitol,  get  possession  of  tbe  governor's  rosiM, 
and  turn  them  over  to  Mr*  Lindsay ;  in  that  way  preventing  Govemm?  Smith  fivm 
appealing  to  the  revising  power  in  time  to  prevent  his  actual  dispossession — ^befom  he 
could  m^e  out  the  necessary  papers  and  invoke  the  revisory  action  of  another  tii- 
bunal. 

Question.  Would  the  judge  have  had  any  lawfril  power  to  imprison  Governor 

Answer,  In  such  acass  the  judge  is  authorized  in  a  certain  contingency  to  issne  a  ^ 
rant.    One  section  of  the  statute  to  which  I  have  already  referred  provides  tiMit — 

"  If  the  x>erson  complained  against  does  not  make  such  affidavit,  and  it  mpesm 
say  such  books,  pimexs,  or  property  are  withheld,  the  officer  before  whom  the  proeetiid 
ings  are  had  must,  by  warran*^  commit  the  person  so  withholding  to  the  jau  of  ^ 
county,  there  to  remain  until  he  delivers  sucn  books,  papers,  and  property,  or  is  other- 
wise discharged  by  law.'' 

My  idea  was  that  the  jud^e  intended  to  decide  the  case  against  Governor  Smitlu  and 
at  the*  time  he  announced  his  decision  to  have  a  warrant  prepared  to  put  him  ia  imae- 
diato  custody,  and  send  him  to  jail  under  that  warrant,  while  others  would  ga  to  ti» 
capitol  and  take  possession  of  the  office,  thus  depriving  <]k>vemor  Smith  of  the  opfMr- 
tnnity  to  superseae  the  effect  of  the  decision  imtil  the  revising  tribunal,  tho 
court,  should  pass  upon  the  question. 

Question.  That  is,  depriving  Governor  Smith  of  the  opportunity  of  appealin|^ 
out  a  certiorari  or  writ  of  error  f 

Answer.  We  had  prepared  a  oerOorariy  and  the  judge  to  whom  we  proposed  to 
for  the  writ  was  in  the  city  of  Montgomery;  but  I  told  the  governor,  and  I  thii 
agreed  with  me  in  the  opinion,  <<  You  see  this  case  is  going  against  you,  and  mj  sfUBin 
is  that  before  we  can  get  to  the  judge  to  obtain  a  carthrari  die.wananrt  wiU  be  sMsi 
and  you  will  be  ijent  oif  to  jail."  ^ 
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QueiUon.  Toa  thmk,  tben,tbat  Judge  Smith  -was  lencliiig  himself  to  ttds  eff»ri  to  get 
.  violent  possession  of  the  office  f 

Answer.  He  was  an  enemy  of  Governor  Smith  before. 

QMMtion,  Was  he  a  personal  enemy  of  Governor  Smith  f 

Answer.  That  is  mv  understanding.  Governor  Smith  had  taken  part,  it  was  nnder« 
stood,  in  recommending  the  remov^  of  Judge  J.  Q.  Smith  from  the  office  €fi  distriet 
attorney,  for  his  improper  conduct  in  that  office. 

QuesAm,  Was  that  the  same  J.  Q.  Smithf 

Afwwtr,  The  ver^  same.  He  had  been  district  attorney,  and  Governor  Smith  had  used 
his  whole  official  influence  to  get  him  removed. 

QuesUon.  Do  you  think  there  is  another  judge  in  Alabama  who  would  have  lent  him- 
self to  such  a  proceeding  as  Judge  Smith  did  on  that  oceasioQ  f 

Answer,  I  do  not. 

Queeiioi^  Ton  sav  he  was  holding  court  in  a  distant  part  of  the  circuit,  and  they  sent 
for  him  and  brou^t  him  there  f 

Answer,  He  was  holding  court  at  Selma,  forty  or  fifty  miles  distant.  I  do  not  say 
they  sent  for  him.  The  principal  lawyers  who  managed  the  case— Jud^  Pettus,  Judge 
Brooks,  and  General  John  T.  Moore— were  Sehna  lawyers,  who  were  attending  Judge 
J.  Q.  Smith's  court  where  he  was  then  holding  it.  These  lawyers  came  up  about  the 
time  Judge  J.  Q.  Smith  did,  and  Judge  Brooks  was  the  veiy  man  who  had  the  complaint 
in  his  possession.  When  Governor  Smith  was  served  with  the  summons  he  sent  to 
Judse  J.  Q.  Smith  to  obtain  the  complain^  and- was  answered  that  Juc^  Brooks  had 
it.  Those  threQ  sentlemen  lived  in  Selma,  but  there  were  some  Montgomery  lawyers 
aasootated  with  uiem. 

QuesitUm,  Judge  J.  Q.  Smith  was  not  the  Judge  who  really  had  Jurisdiction  of  the  case  f 

Answer.  My  interpretation  of  the  law— and  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  doubted  by  any 
one  who  reads  the  statute— is  that  such  a  proceeding  must  be  instituted  in  the  county 
where  the  person  refusing  to  deliver  over  the  books  and  papers  resides ;  in  other  words, 
it  was  necessary,  in  my  opinion,  that  the  case  should  have  been  brought  before  the 
judge  of  the  circuit  in  which  was  the  county  in  which  Governor  Smith  rtSided.  It  was 
not  alleged  in  the  complaint  that  he  resided  anywhere. 

Question,  There  was  not  enough  on  the  face  of  the  papers  to  give  the  Judge  jurisdic- 
tion f  * 

Answer*  Ton  know  that  the  established  rule  in  regard  to  summary  proceedings  un- 
known to  the  common  law  and  authoriised  by  statute  is  that  every  fact  essential  to  the 
Joxisdioticm  of  the  court  must  appear  upon  the  iJEuse  of  the  papers. 

Qu^isHon,  And  there  was  nothing  on  the  face  of  the  papers  authorizing  Judge  Smith 
to  take  jurisdiction  of  the  case  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  had  no  more  jurisdiction  upon  the  complaint  on  which  he  acted 
than  a  private  citisen  would  have  had. 

QussUan,  Did  you  bring  it  to  the  attention  of  the  judge  as  a  matter  of  fsct  that  Gov- 
ernor Smith  did  not  reside  in  that  county  f 

Answer,  I  stated  it  to  him  distinctly;  he  knew  it  as  well  as  I  did.  All  the  lawyers 
kziew  that  Govemm:  Smitii  never  pretended  to  reside  in  Montgomery  at  all ;  he  was  a 
TV«ll-known  citizen' of  Randolph. 

QuesUon,  You  say  that  the  speaker  of  the  senate,  while  the  ix^junction  was  in  fall 
/orcoy  proceeded  to  disregard  it,  to  act  in  violation  of  it  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir;  and  under  the  ciroumstanees  I  stated.  On  the  day  fixed  for  the 
opening  of  the  returns  before  the  two  houses  the  then  president  of  the  senate,  who  was 
named  Barr,  went  with  the  Senate  into  the  hall  of  the  house,  and  there  opened  and 
counted  the  returns  for  lieutenant  govemcnr,  and  declared  that  election.  He  declared 
J3«  H.  Moran  elected  lieutenant  governor.  He  also  opened  ahd  counted  the  returns  for 
the  offioe  of  the  secretary  of  state.  Mr.  Parker  was  didolared  elected  to  that  office.  He 
also  opened  the  returns  for  the  office  of  superintendent  of  educatioB  and  declared  the 
election  of  Mr.  Hodgson  to  that  office.  But  he  had  been  ei^oined  beforehand  not  to 
open  the  returns  for  the  election  of  governor  and  State  treasurer.  He  obeyed  the  in- 
junction, stating  in  the  presence  of  both  houses  that  the  ii^junction  had  been  served  on 
liim  and  that  he  folt  bound  to  obey  it.  After  the  returns  of  the  other  officers  had  been 
mened,  and  when  he  had  made  that  statement^  he  retired  with  thesenate  to  the  senate 
chamber,  and  the  senate  thereupon  instantly  adjourned.  After  the  senate  had  a^oumed, 
£.  H.  Moran,  who  had  bera  declared  lieutenant  ffovemor,  and  who  by  the  constitutiom 
became  presiding  dfioer  of  the  senate,  went  into  the  hall  of  the  house  and  took  the 
'Speaker's  stand. 

QuesUcn,  Without  bein^  sworn  inf 

Answer,  He  was  sworn  in  by  a  circuit  judse,  not  in  the  presence  of  the  two  bodies. 
As  soon  as  he  was  sworn  in  be  went  into  the  hall  <tf  tiie  house,  took  the  speaker's  chair, 
and  sent  for  the  returns  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state.  They  were  brought  up, 
and  he  opened  them  there  in  the  presence  of  the  house,  after  the  iMyoumment  of  the 
a^uite,  and  declared  Lindsay  dected  governor.  In  my  opinion,  there  never  was  a 
more  lawless  proceeding. 
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Question.  Was  he  not  sworn  to  obey  the  constitution  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  he  was. 

Question.  He  was  required  to  take  such  an  oath  before  entering  upon  the  office  T 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  that  oath  is  prescribed  by  the  constitution. 
'    Question.  Does  not  the  constitution  of  your  State  expressly  declare  that  the  counting 
of  the  votes  shall  take  place  in  the  presence  of  a  m^gority  of  the  general  assembly  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  constitution  provides  that  the  returns  shml  be  opened  and  pub- 
lished *^  in  the  presence  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  general  assembly." 

Question.  Ana  there  was  not  such  a  mjgority'present  ? 

Ansuxr.  I  do  not  si^y  that  there  was  not  a  majority  of  the  members,  because  sixty- 
seven  constituted  a  m^ority  of  the  members  of  both  houses ;  but  you  will  notice  that 
although  the  provision  speaks  of  "  a  mejority  of  the  members/'  it  says,  "  a  m^ority  of 
the  members  of  the  general  assembly."  What  is  the  "  general  assembly  V*  The  gen- 
eral assembly  of  Alabama  is  a  m^jorit^  of  each  boose ;  it  takes  the  two  houaas  to  make 
the  general  assembly.  The  house  by  itself  is  no  general  assembly ;  the  senate  by  ttself 
is  ho  general  assembly.  The  constitution  declares  that  nothing  less  than  a  m£gority 
of  either  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business.  The  senate  consists  of  thirty-three 
members,  and  the  house  of  one  hundred ;  and  it  takes  an  actual  majority  of  the  senate 
and  an  actual  majority  of  the  house  to  constitute  a  general  assembly.  So  t^t  the 
provision  I  have  read  means  the  same  as  if  the  language  were,  ^^  in  the  presence  of  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  each  house."  It  could  not  mean  anything  less.  This  pro- 
ceeding on  the  part  of  the  lieutenant  governor  was  taken  after  the  actual  adjourn- 
ment of  one  of  the  houses. 

^lestion.  The  general  assembly,  then,  was  not  in  session  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  the  house  was  in  session }  the  general  assembly  was  not  ia 
session. 

Question.  Did  this  counting  take  place  in  the  senate  chamber  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  lieutenant  governor  went  to  the  hall  of  the  house.  By  the  con- 
stitution he  is  made  the  presiding  officer  of  the  senate,  and  under  the  constitution  he 
has  no  righteas  such  officer,  except  when  he  goes  with  the  senate,  and  as  its  presiding 
officer. 

Question.  After  the  senate  adjonmed  he  went  into  the  house  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  went  into  the  house,  and  up  to  the  speaker's  table. 
-    Question.  Do  yon  suppose  that  this  swift  proceeding  of  his  was  because  ho  feared  that 
an  injunction  might  bo  served  upon  him  if  he  delayed  f 

Anstcer.  I  think  it  was  likely :  I  think  it  arose  probably  in  part  from  that,  but  more 
from  the  fact  that  they  were  determined  to  put  Lindsay  in  office  as  governor,  law  or 
no  law.  I  do  not  think  they  had  any  idea  of^  obeying  any  injunction  or  any  law  that 
st<K>d  in  the  way  of  carrying  out  their  purpose. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Question.  Would  the  senate,  constituted  as  it  was,  have  had  a  right,  by  remaining 
out,  to  defeat  the  inauguratiou  of  a  governor  fairly  elected  f 

Ansujer.  I  do  not  think  they  would ;  I  think  there  would  have  been  a  remedy  in  case 
of  their  refusal. 

Question.  What  would  have  been  the  remedy  7 

Answer.  The  remedy,  I  presume,  would  have  been  for  the  house,  in  the  first  place,  to 
have  invited  the  senate  to  come ;  in  case  the  senate  would  not  come,  then  the  bouse, 
when  they  found  the  senate  in  session,  the  presiding  officer  of  the  senate  bein£  on 
their  side,  could  just  have  marched  into  the  senate  cnaraber.'  The  constitution  does 
not  say  whether  the  returns, shall  be  opened  in  one  chamber  or  the  other ;  the  laDsnage 
is,  "  In  the  presence  of  a  fa^ority  of  the  members  of  the  general  assembly."  If  the 
senate  would  not  come  over  to  the  hall  of  the  house,  what  was  to  hinder  the  house 
from  saying,  "  We  will  go  over  to  the  senate.  We  have  a  man  friendly  to  us  as  pre- 
siding officer  of  that  body ;  and  as  soon  as  both  houses  are  present,  he  will  open  the 
returns  and  announce  the  result." 

Quesiion.  Suppose  the  senators  had  been  sharp  enough  to  anticipate  that  trick,  and 
had  adjourned  and  left  their  chamber  f 

Anewer.  1i  it  had  .come  to  a  question  of  sharpness,  it  looks  to  nie  as  if  the  one  hun- 
dred members  M  the  house,  situated  as  the  nonse  were,  ought  to  have  been  sharp 
enough  to  accomplish  their  purpose.  The  house  meets  on  one  side  of  the  capitol*  and 
the  senate  on  the  other ;  the  only  entrance  is  on  the  same  floor ;  the  two  houses  being 
separated  by  a  rotunda  that  is  not  much  larger  than  this  room.  If  it  had  come  to  a 
trial  of  tactics  of  that  sort,  there  would  have  been  no  difficulty  in  the  house  cometin^ 
the  senate  and  keeping  them  cornered  until  the  thing  had  been  done.  If  I  had  belonged 
to  the  democratic  side,  that  is  the  way  I  would  have  done  it. 

Question.  Suppose  that  the*senate,  as  a  body,  had  adjonmed  absolutely.  It  would  ttien 
have  made  no  difference  whether  the  members  of  the  senate  were  there  or  in  Wftabinc- 
ton,  or  anywhere  else  T 

Answer.  That  is  not  supposable.  Under  our  constitution  neither  house  oan,  wtthoBt 
the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  longer  than,  three  days. 
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Quesium.  What  I  say  i8»  euppoee  that  the  senate  had  heard  that  the  members  of  the 
house  were  coming,  and  had  adjourned,  the  mere  presence  of  the  members  of  the  sen- 
ato  after  the  body  had  adyoumed  wonld  not  have  been  sufficient  f 

Ansiver.  In  answer  to  that,  I  would  ask  you,  how  could  the  senate  hear  it  f  The 
house,  with  a  strong  democratic  majority,  could  have  passed  a  motion  to  adjourn  as 
quickly  as  I  could  snap  my  fingers. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  There  was  no  manifestation  on  the  part  of  the  senate  of  a  disposition  to  do 
anything  to  circumvent  the  law  in  that  matter  7 

Anstc^.  No,  sir.  The  senate  and  its  presiding  officer,  until  the  newly  elected  lieu- 
tenant governor  came  in,  acted  in  strict  obedience  to  the  iigunction,  and  as  law-abid- 
ing citizens ;  there  was  no  secrecy  about  their  proceedings;  they  went  in  and  partici- 
pated in  counting  the  votes  for  all  the  officers  except  those  two  with  reference  to  whom 
the  injunction  had  been  served.  The  president  of  the  senate  announced  to  the  two 
houses  that  an  ixg^^^c^^^  ^^^  been  served  on  him,  notifying  him  not  to  open  the 
returns  for  governor  and  State  treasurer,  that  he  would  oh^y  the  injunction,  and  decline 
to  count  those  votes.  Having  opened  and  counted  the  returns  of  the  other  officers,  he 
retired. 

Question.  Woa  there  any  need  of  that  hot  haste  evinced  by  the  lieutenant  governor  f 
Could  it  subserve  any  purpose  except  to  evade  the  decision  of  the  court  f 

Answer,  It  could  serve  no  purpose,  so  far  as  I  know,  but  to  break  the  force  of  the 
iigunction.  There  was  no  need  of  the  hot  haste  aivl  irregular  manner  in  which  the 
lieutenant  governor  and  the  house  proceeded.  The  pretense  was,  that  it  was  the  last 
day  of  the  week.  The  constitution  declares  that  the  returns  shall  be  opened  and  pub- 
lished '*  during  the  first  week  of  the  session."  This  was  Saturday,  and  they  said  they 
had  to  do  it  on  that  day.  But,  as  every  lawyer  knows,  the  designation  of  the  first 
week  of  the  session  is  merely  directory.  If  it  had  been  done  the  second  or  the  third 
"week  of  the  session,  it  would  have  been  just  as  good. 

■Question,  Under  aJl  the  rules  of  construction  practiced  by  the  courts,  is  it  not  held 
that  such  provisions  in  a  constitution  or  law  are  merely  directory  f 

Answer,  Of  course,  the  power  does  not  depart  because  the  time  has  elapsed.  The 
courts  have  made  a  distinction  between  what  is  directory  and  what  is  obligatory ;  and 
I  take  it  that  any  lawyer  of  ordinary  sense  would  admit  that  the  opening -and  publishr 
kig  of  the  returns  would  have  been  just  as  valid  the  second  week  of  the  session  as  the 
first. 

QtiesUon,  Under  all  these  circumstances,  is  Governor  Lindsay  now  governor  of  the 
State  of  Alabama  under  even  the  forms  of  law  T 

Anstcer,  Well,  sir,  he  is  governor  by  the  process  I  have  spoken  of— the  palpable, 
plain,  defiant  breach  of  the  injunction;  and  I  understand  all  the  decisions  on  this  sub- 
ject to  declare  that  an  act  done  contrary  to  an  injunction  is  an  unlawfol  act  and  void. 
I  recollect  one  case  upon  the  subject,  wnich  I  hunted  up  in  5  Munford's  Beports.  And 
the  injunction  is  jnst  as  binding  upon  other  parties  who  have  notice  as  it  is  upon  those 
^ho  are  actually  parties  to  the  bill. 

Question.  Is,  then.  Governor  Lindsay  governor  of  the  State  under  even  the  forms  of 
law ;  were  not  the  forms  of  law  violated  in  the  publication  of  the  votes,  &o,  f 

Answer.  If  you  mean  to  ask  me  whether  he  is  governor  dejurcy  1  bs^  that  of  course  I 
do  not  consider  any  man  governor  dejure  who  has  obtained  an  essential  part  of  his  title 
to  the  office  by  a  breach  of  an  ii\junction. 

Question,  The  counting  of  the  votes  was  not  under  the  forms  of  law  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir,  it  was  not. 

Question,  And  the  announcement  of  the  election  was  nolf  under  the  forms  of  law  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  was  against  law. 

Question,  And  against  the  form  prescribed  in  the  constitution  f 

Answer,  Certainly. 

Question,  1  put  to  you,  then,  the  question  whether,  under  the  forms  of  law,,  Mr.  Lind- 
say is  the  governor  of  Alabama  t 

Answer.  I- think  not ;  and  in  saying  so  I  refer  to  the  facts  which  I  have  stated. 

Question,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  retiring  speaker  of  the  senate  announced 
in  the  presence  of  the  lieutenant  governor  elect  that  such  an  ii^junction  had  been 
served  f 

Ansu^er,  He  did. 

Question.  That  brought  the  existence  of  such  an  injunction  to  the  attention  of  the 
lieutenant  governor  f 

Ansioer.  O,  no  doubt  he  knew  of  it.  * 

Question,  Was  not.  then,  the  incoming  lieutenant  governor  as  much  bound  by  that 
injunction  as  the  officer  who  was  goin^  out  ? 

Answei',  I  understand  all  the  authorities  to  be  that  way. 

Question,  The  lieutenant  governor  was  the  successor  in  office  of  Mr.  Barr,  the  pre- 
siding officer  of  the  senate  t 
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Aftewer.  Yea,  sir ;  and  he  had  actual  noftice  of  the  injunction.  Barr  was  not  erjohied 
as  an  individual,  but  as  the  presiding  o£Bl6er  of  the  senate.  The  injunction,  vhen  made 
known  to  the  lieutenant  govemor,  was  as  binding  on  him  as  on  his  predecessor,  Barr. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  What  is  the  result,  under  your  law,  if  any  person  served  with  an  ii!gonotioii 
disobeys  it  f 

Anstver.  It  is  a  contempt,  and  he  is  put  in  jail  and  fined. 

Question.  Why  did  they  not  put  this  man  in  jail  f 

Answer.  Had  there  been  an  honest  judce  lefb  in  the  State  that  would  hare  bee&  done, 
if  the  case  had  not  been  compromised  between  GoTcmor  Smith  and  Mr.  Lindsay. 
There  was  never  a  plainer  contempt  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

By  the  Chaibhak,  (Mr.  Fool  :) 

Question.  Then  Governor  Lindsay  iso^ovemor  of  the  State  not  only  against  the  forms 
of  law,  but  he  was  made  governor  in  direct  disobedience  of  an  injunction  of  one  of  your 
supreme  court  judges  ?  -  * 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  officer  who  made  the  count  and  declared  him  elected  governor  w»s  vio- 
lating the  injunction  ? 

Answer.  He  was. 

Question.  Was  Lindsay  elected  governor  ni>on  a  fiiir  count  of  the  votest 

Answer.  From  the  best  information  I  have  I  do  not  believe  he  was.  Frsm  tibe  best 
information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  I  believe  that  Governor  Smith  was  legally 
elected. 

Question.  Now,  I  ask  this  further  question :  was  Governor  Smith,  by  the  action  of  the 
lieutenant  governor  in  opening  and  publishing  the  returns  at  that  time,  denied  any 
opportunity  of  contesting  the  election  f 

Answer.  It  was  not  by  the  simple  action  of  the  presiding  officer  that  the  opportunity 
to  contest  was  cut  off.  It  was  by  the  failure  of  the  generstl  assembly  to  pass  a  law  pre- 
scribing the  manner  in  which  a  contest  should  be  made. 

Question.  But  if  they  should  pass  such  a  law  now  there  could  be  no  such  contest  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  take  it  that  Governor  Smith  could  contest  even  now  if  the  neces- 
sary law  were  passed. 

Question.  For  the  time  being  he  was  cut  oflf  from  any  opportunity  to  contest? 

Ansicer.  He  was. 

Question.  And  by  the  means  olf  the  opening  and  publication  of  the  returns  at  that 
time  the  prima  fade  case  was  given  to  Governor  Lindsay  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  say  that  even  now  a  contest  might  be  made  if  the  legislature  would 
pass  the  necessary  act  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Has  the  legislature  passed  an  act  upon  the  subject  of  contests  in  such  cases? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  it  has  not. 

Question.  The  passions  and  hates  of  which  you  spoke  as  having  been  engendered  at 
the  commencement  of  the  war  and  subsisting  at  its  termination  have  not  yet  abated 
in  Alabama? 

Answer.  With  too  many  people  I  am  satisfied  they  are  not  abated  at  all ;  with  a 
large  number  I  think  they  are  diminished  in  fbrce.  I  think  that  these  "  new  departure  " 
men— I  mean  the  latest  edition  of  the  "new  departure" — are  cooler.  I  do  not  think 
they  could  or  would  countenance  this  "new  departure"  if  it  were  not  that  their  pas- 
sions are  becomiug  cooler.  ' 

Question.  You  think  that  this  cooling  of  their  passions  has  not  been  until  since  the 
"  new  departure  ?  " 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  Ku-Klux  outrages  in  diflferent  parts  of  the  State — out- 
rages by  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  them  in  several  portions  of  the  State,  not  in  many  parts. 
I  do  not  think  that  this  Ku-Klux  organization,  or  this  lawless  organization,  whatever 
name  you  may  call  it,  exists  in  many  counties  of  the  State ;  but  it  does  in  a  few.  A 
large  part  of  the  State,  I  believe,  is  free  from  it,  and  can  get  along  very  well. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  that  organization  is  political  in  its  character? 

Ansicer.  I  have  no  idea  that  it  is  anything  else  than  political. 

Question.  Docs  it  operate  in  the  interest  of  the  democratic  party? 

Ansufer.  Always,  so  far  as  I  have  heard. 

Qtiestion.  You  believe  it  was  through  t^e  instrumentality  of  that  oi^anisalion  liiat 
Lindsay's  vote  was  large  enough  for  nim  and  lus  friends  to  make  this  demongtratipn 
of  which  you  have  spoken  ? 

Aimcer.  Yes,  sir. 
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(Question,  Do  y<m  think  that  the  oiganization  grew  out  of  the  passion  and  bate  of 
whic]^  you  spoke  t 

Anmoer,  I  naye  no  doubt  of  it.  I  will  say  further  that  from  the  best  information  I 
haye^'tbere  are  in  the  organization  respectable,  deyer  men,  men  who,  aside  from  this, 
would  be  counted  as  first-class  men  anywhere.  What  I  mean  to  say  is,  that  I  am  satis- 
fied the  organisation  is  not  confined  to  any  low  order  of  people.  I  belieye  that  good 
men — men  in  eyery  other  respect  finee  from  otjeotion — ^belong  to  it. 

QuesHan.  Do  you  think  the  object  of  that  organization  is  to  annul  practically  that 
feature  of  the  reconstruction  policy  which  giyes  to  the  colored  men  the  free  exercise 
of  the  right  of  sui&age  f 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question,  Do  you  think  that  is  the  main  object  t 

Answer,  I  think  that  is  certainly  one  of  their  leading  objects.  Ton  may  group  the 
whole  matter,  I  think,  by  saying  that  the  object  is  to  dej^^riye  the  republican  party  not 
only  of  political  rule,  but  of  any  force  or  respectability  in  the  State. 

QuesHan.  Haye  the  operations  of  this  organization  practics^y  annulled,  in  some 
localities  of  the  State,  the  free  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage  by  colored  men  f 

Answer,  From  what  I  haye  heard  colored  men  sa^,  I  am  satisned  that  a  good  many 
of  them  haye  absolutely  abstained  from  the  exercise  of  the  right  because  they  were 
afraid  of  the  yiolence  threatened  by  such  organizations. 

Question.  The^r  are  afraid  of  this  Ku-Elux  organization  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  If  there  is  any  other  fact  you  desire  to  state  in  regard  to  this  organization, 
or  any  other  matter  connected  with  this  subject,  state  it  in  a  genial  way. 

Answer,  Nothinc;  else  occurs  to  me. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Do  you  think  there  is  any  way  for  the  two  races  to  liye  peaceably  together 
in  Alabama  except  upon  the  basis  of  complete  ciyil  and  political  equality  in  the  eyes 
of  the  law  ? 

Anstcer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not :  and  I  belieye  it  is  the  interest  of  both  races  that  we 
should  liye  in  that  way.  I  tnink  we  shall  be  mutual  helps  to  each  other.  One  remark 
I  may  as  well  make  in  this  connection :  You  asked  me  a  while  ago  about  taxes.  I  haye 
heara  a  creat  deal  sai4  about  the  republican  legislature,  its  extraya^nce,  corruption^, 
and  all  uiat.  M^  belief  about  that  matter  is  mat  if  you  ofiBset  agamst  that  charge  all 
that  the  republican  administration  of  the  State  of  Alabama  has  accomplished,  you 
will  find  that  these  benefits  to  the  State  will  much  more  than  counterbalance  eyery- 
thing  that  can  be  said  on  the  other  side. 

QuesUon,  Do  you,  in  that  remark,  refer  to  the  prospectiye  liabilities  of  the  State 
incurred  by  indorsement  of  railroad  bonds,  &c.  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Alabama  is  naturally  one  of  the  richest,  if  not  the  yery  richest,  State 
in  the  Union,  according  to  all  the  testimony  of  men  who  profess  to  be  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  minerals  and  the  yalae  of  minerals.  Before  the  republicans  had  power 
in  Alabama  we  had  nothing  like  a  system  of  railroads.  We  had  but  a  small  number 
of  railroads^  comparatiyely  speaking,  and  nothing  like  a  railroad  system — in  other 
yrords,  nothing  which  contributed  toward  the  deyelopment  of  the  mineral  wealth  of 
the  State,  which  is  not  far  from  the  territorial  center  of  the  State.  The  republicans, 
when  they  entered  upon  the  State  administration  in  the  summer  of  1868,  found  no 
money  in  the  treasury,  as  I  understand  and  belieye.  All  they  had  to  go  on  was  the 
credit  of  the  State.  State  bonds  at.  that  time  were  yery  greatly  depreciated.  The 
white  people  of  the  State  were  generally  arrayed  against  the  repubUoans ;  and  I  belieye 
a  good  many  of  the  white  people  did  not  belieye  the  republicans  could  run  the  goyem- 
xnent;  they  belieyed  that  the  State  credit  would  depreciate  still  more  on  the  accession 
of  a  repablican  administration.  Yet,  ffoing  into  power  in  the  State,  without  money 
and  with  nothing  but  this  depreciatea  State  cremt,  the  republicans  haye  caused  an 
unprecedented  amount  of  railroad  to  be  eonstructed.  The  railroad  system  which  has 
l>een  inaugurated  is  one  of  the  most  perfect  and  complete  to  be  found  in  any  State  in 
the  Union.  One  of  the  main  trunk  lines  has  been  completed — the  Stanton  road — from 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  through  the  heart  of  t^e  minertJ  region  of  our  State,  and 
through  one  of  its  richest  agricultural  regions,  to  Meridian.  The  other  main  trunk  line 
is  to  extend  from  Montgomery  to  Decatur,  through  the  mountains,  which  abound  in 
coal  and  other  minerals,  which  heretofore  haye  been  useless,  and  would  always  haye 
remained  so  without  railroads.  These  two  grand  trunk  lines  cross  each  other  near  the 
heart  of  the  mineral  region  of  the  State.  One  is  already  completed ;  the  completion  ot 
the  other  is  insured  within  less  than  a  year,  according  to  the  best  authorities. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Are  you  connected  with  either  of  those  roads  f 

Ansioer,'  I  haye  a  small  amount  of  interest  in  the  one  which  is  not  completed — the 
South  and  North  Alabama  Railroad.  My  interest  in  the  road  is  yery  smaU—incon- 
8iderable. 
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Question,  I  suppose  the  whole  amount  owned  by  private  sto^diholdfiis  nr  inooaaidff- 
able ;  I  presume  the  State  aid  really  constructed  the  roadf 

Answer,  I  am  a  stockholder  to  the  extent  of  only  a  few  shares  in  this  South  and  North 
Alabama  Railroad.  I  would  be  willing  to  relinquish  any  day  my  interest  as  a  stock- 
holder. The  stock  wHl  never  be  worth  anything  to  me ;  but  the  road  ia  valuable  ix 
State  development.  With  this  system  of  railroads^  which  will  shortly  be  completed, 
the  State  will  be  in  a  far  better  condition  for  paying  the  increased  liabilities  which  it 
is  claimed  have  been  created,  than  it  would  have  been  to  pay  the  old  debt  in  the  unde- 
veloped condition  of  the  State. 

Qoe^tion.  What  was  the  old  debt?  .  ' 

Answer,  Three,  or  four,  or  five  millions. 

Qiiestioti.  If  all  these  roads  entitled  to  State  aid  are  constructed,  will  it  not  amount 
to  over  forty  millions  ? 

Answer,  From  thirty  to  forty  millions,  as  I  understand. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Is  not  the  interest  of  the  State  in  those  roads  secured  f 
A  nstoer.  The  State  has  a  first-  mortgage  lien  on  the  property  of  all  the  roads  aided ;  that 
is  the  reason  why  I  say  I  do  not  count  the  stock  as  worth  imy  thing  to  the  stockholder* 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  an  instance  in  which  one  of  these  first  mortgages 
against  a  railroad  has  been  enforced  in  any  State  of  this  Union  ? 

Answer,  I  think  they  have  enforced  them  in  Tennessee  to  the  whole  extent  of  13ie 
property ;  but  I  understand  that  in  the  case  of  the  Tennessee  roads  there  was  a  loss  to 
the  State,  because  the  roads  were  destroyed  during  the  war,  and  because  of  the  depre- 
ciation of  confederate  money.  I  have  heard  Tennessee  railroad  men  say  that  had  the 
confederacy  succeeded  and  confederate  money  turned  out  to  be  valuable^  the  railroads 
would  have  been  richer  than  they  ever  were.  But  the  roads  turned  pretty  much  eveiT- 
thiug  they  had  into  confederate  money ;  they  had  piles  of  that  when  the  war  closed ; 
but  that,  of  course,  had  become  valueless.  Besides  that  the  roads  were  damaged  by 
the  army.  In  that  way  the  State  of  Tennessee  lost,  when  otherwise  it  would  not  have 
done  so.  There  is,  in  my  judgment,  no  reasonable  jprobability  that  in  any  contingency 
which  can  occur  the  State  of  Alabama  can  possibly  lose,  in  the  way  of  liabuities 
assumed  to  aid  railroads,  anything  that  will  at  all  be  entitled  to  dSaet  the  lasting  gains 
that  will  be  acquired  by  the  development  of  our  wealth  and  power  resulting  from  these 
enterprises.  Alabama  without  railroads  would  have  been  in  an  awfully  bad  condition 
to  pay  even  the  comparatively  little  debt  that  before  existed. 

Question,  Of  course  Alabama  was  not  entirely  without  railroads  t 

Answer,  Not  entirely ;  but  she  had  nothiuff  like  a  railroad  system.  There  was  not  a 
particle  of  railroad  at  the  right  place— in  the  mineral  region.  The  roads  whicli  had 
been  built  had  been  constructed  on  other  considerations  than  State  developm^oit. 
Governor  Lindsay  has  now  actually  taken  possession  of  one  road  under  a  first  mm^ 
gage ;  so  that  you  will  have  in  Alabama,  if  you  have  never  had  anywhere  before,  a  caae 
of  enforcing  a  first  mortgage  against  a  railroad  by  taking  actual  possessiim  on  the  part 
of  the  State. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QuesUon,  Did  not  all  the  democratic  members  of  the  legislature  vote  for  the  StantoED 
bill ;  was  not  that  bill  supported  irrespective  of  party  t 

Ansvcer.  There  was  but  one  democrat  in  the  senate ;  and  he  was  a  strong  advocato 
of  it. 

Question,  Who  drew  that  bill! 

Answer.  One  of  the  leading  democrats  in  the  State — ^my  successor  in  the  office  of  chitf 
justice — A.  J.  Walker.  The  bill  had  very  strong  democratic  backing.  Walker  waa 
chief  justice  after  I  left  the  bench  until  he  was  pushed  out  by  rec<»i8tiruction. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  A  question  was  asked  you  with  regard  to  the  administration  of  justioe  m 
your  State,  and  you  said  there  was  a  class  of  cases  in  which  politics  mingled,  and  in 
which  it  was  difficult  to  administer  justice. 

Answir,  Yes,  sir. 

Questioiu  Has  not  that  always  been  the  casef 

Answer,  1  think  that  to  some  extent  it  has  always  been  the  case. 

Question,  Everywhere  in  the  world,  so  far  as  you  have  heard  T 

Ansioer,  Well,  wherever  I  have  been  I  think  it  has  been  so. 

Question,  There  is  a  great  deal  of  human  nature  in  mankind  t 

Answer,  There  is  more  of  that  sort  of  human  uature  now,  because  there  is  men  vkh 
lenoe  now  than  ever  before. 
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Question,  The  political  convictions  of  men  are  like  all  other  oonyictions,  and  always 
have  a  great  inflaence,  of  coarse,  in  governing  their  determinati«na  and  actions  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  judgment,  from  what  I  have  observed. 

Qncsiion.  Ton  said  that  in  the  h^  canvass  in  yonr  State  the  democrats  in  yonr  sec- 
tion had  their  able  men,  and  addressed  themselves,  by  ever^  legitimate  means,  to  the 
people,  and  yet  failed  to  make  any  impression ;  that  the  radicals  rather  increased  their 
votef 

Answer.  I  said  that  was  the  casein  certain  parts. 

Question,  Did  not  the  radicals  in  that  section  of  the  State  have  the  advantage  of  yonr 
conversion  and  that  of  €k>vernor  Parsons  to  aid  them  f 

Answer,  Yes;  but  they  had  that  advantage,  I  should  suppose,  generally  throughout 
the  State ;  for  it  was  known  everywhere. 

Questwn,  But  that  was  the  particular  portion  of  the  State  in  which  you  and  Governor 
Parsons  resided,  and  therefore  the  one  in  which  you  had  most  influence? 

Answer,  I  resided  at  Montgomery,  and  Grovemor  Parsons  some  distance  above  Mont- 
gomery. 

Question.  But  in  the  same  region  of  country  f 

Answer.  My  speeches  were  printed  and  pretty  generally  circulated.  I  think  the 
republicans  had  the  benefit  throughout  the  State  oi  the  accession  of  Governor  Parsons 
and  mysell 

Question,  Generally,  a  man's  iniiuence  amounts  to  something  more  in  his  immediate 
neighborhood  f 

Answer.  Very  often  it  does. 
'   Question.  Did  any  others  who  had  formerly  acted  with  the  democrats  in  that  imme« 
diate  region  of  country  connect  themselves  with  the  republican  party  at  that  time  f 

AnsMoer,  I  do  not  recollect  any  other  prominent  men. 

Question,  Hiat  was  a  "  new  departure"  for  you  f 

A^iswer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  entirely  new  to  me. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  The  election  was  all  quiet  about  Montgomery  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir;  there  was  nothing  more  than  the  ordmary  political  excitement.  It 
was  an  election  which  excited  groat  mterest. 

Question,  The  falling  off  in  the  republican  vote  was  where  the  disturbances  existed  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

QwdsUon,  Although  the  statute,  in  so  many  words,  declares  a  punishment  for  chal- 
lenging the  vote  of  any  person,  yet  still,  as  a  legal  proposition^  you  think  that  is  only 
intended  to  prohibit  the  challenging  of  any  person  legally  qnalined  to  vote  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  do  it  upon  the  principle  or  the  old  case  found  in  the  books. 
A  statute  was  passed  against  drawing  blood  in  the  streets  of  a  certain  city.  The  stat- 
ute said,  in  sq  many  words,  that  whoever  drew  blood  in  the  streets  of  that  city  should 
Btiffer  a  certain  penalty.  A  man  fainted  in  the  street,  and  a  doctor,  passlii^  by,  pulled 
out  his  lancet,  and,  to  save  the  man's  life,  bled  him.  It  was  held  by  all  the  juages  that, 
although  the  case  was,  within  the  letter  of  the  statute,  a  violation  of  the  law,  it  was 
net  within  the  spirit  of  the  provision,  and  therefore  was  not  punishable  under  the 
statute.    I  think  that  the  same  rule  of  construction  would  apply  in  this  case. 

Question.  Practically,  how  does  that  prohibition  operate  t 

Ansu)€r.  What  I  would  say  on  that  subject  would  be  mere  conjecture.  I  believe  I 
ivonld  not  myself  hesitate  to  challenge  a  man  who  I  thought  was  not  entitled  to  vote. 

Question.  Would  you  not  have  hesitated  if  you  had  supposed  you  would  be  made  an 
object  of  persecution  ?  Suppose  your  own  son  had  offered  to  vote,  and  you  knew  he 
was  not  twenty-one  years  of  age,  would  you  not  have  hesitated  to  challenge  him  if  you 
knew  you  would  be  the  object  of  legal  persecution  under  this  statute,  the  language  of 
which  is  directly  inhibitory  ? 

Answer,  Whether  I  would  challenge  in  such  a  case  would  depend  on  the  mood  I  wan 
in.  If  I  was  in  quite  a  pacific  mood,  I  would  not  have  challenged  probably,  but  would 
have  refirained  in  order  to  have  peace.  If  I  was  at  all  stirred,  1  would  have  chsdlenged 
and  taken  the  consequences. 

Question,  Do  jfeople  generally  want  to  borrow  trouble  in  that  way  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Question,  Does  not  such  a  law  as  that  operate  to  defeat  the  right  of  challenge  f 

Answer,  1  think  it  checks  it. 

Question.  Do  yon  not  believe  it  was  so  intended  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  If  my  construction  of  it  is  right,  then  of  course  it  was  not 
Construing  the  act  fairly  as  a  judge  ought  to  do,  I  should  say  that  the  real  intent  and 
meaning  <n  the  legislature  was  to  prevent  harassment  of  voters  by  challenges.  Some- 
times s^  elections,  when  there  is  a  great  crowd  of  voters  at  a  certain  box,  there  is  a 
strong  temptation  for  partisans  to  make  challenges  for  mere  delay.    Under  the  old 
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system  a  voter  challenged  was  sabjected  to  an  examination,  sometimes  a  faondred 
questions  being  pat  bim ;  and  while  time  wns  thns  being  consnmed  nobodv  eooM  Tote. 
The  cose  of  the  man  challenged  must  be  settled  before  any  more  votes  oonld  be  reeeived. 
Under  that  system  it  was  in  any  man's  power  to  exhaost  the  time  allowed  for  Tofcing 
by  foolish  and  ridiculous  inquiries,  pretended  to  have  a  bearing  on  the  right  of  the 
voter  challenged.  I  have  seen  some  of  the  most  laughable  things  of  that  land;  they 
were  on  my  side  and  I  stood  them  welL  For  instance,  an  old  bald-headed  nuui,  asd 
with  all  his  remaining  hair  gray,  wonld  be  asked,  in  a  very  earnest  mannw,  whraier 
he  did  not  know  that  he  was  under  twenty-one  years  of  age.  The  object  of  sasAi 
trifling  was,  of  course,  to  take  up  time,  and  to  keep  ont  as  many  votes  as  possible. 

Questi&n,  Such  proceedings  as  that,  occurring  in  old  times,  were  regarded  as  highly 
humorous  f 

Jn^er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  this  day  they  give  occasion  for  a  Ku-Klux  law  t  . 

Atiswer,  Yes,  sir;  but  I  tbink,  judging  by  the  ordinary  rules  whidi  ought  to  be  fol- 
lowed in  construing  the  action  of  public  bodies,  the  conclusion  ought  to  be  drawn  that 
the  intention  of  this  law  was  to  prevent  the  harassment  of  men  really  entitled  to  vote. 

Qu^iUm.  Since  that  law  was  passed  have  you  ever  known  a  man  to  be  clu^lengcd  T 

Answer,  1  have  never  seen  one  challenged ;  I  have  been  very  little  about  the  po&s. 

QuesHan,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  T 

Aimoer,  I  do  not  reobllect  of  having  heard  of  such  a  case.  I. do  not  say  tlieie  have 
not  been  challenges. 

Question,  You  have  never  heard  of  any  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Yon  have  never  heard  any  one  say  that  there  has  been  such  a  thing  t 

Answer,  1  do  not  think  so. 

Question,  Do  you  not  know  that  the  practical  effect  of  that  law  is  to  defeat  the  right 
of  challenging  anybody  f 

Answer,  The  most  I  can  say  is  that  I  think  its  tendency  is  to  check  the  exercise  of 
the  right  of  challenge. 

Question,  And  to  check  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  challenge  in  that  way  is  to  break 
down  one  of  the  safeguards  of  a  fair  election  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  right  to  challenge  is  one  of  the  safeguards.  Of  course,  thb 
law  takes  away  from  it  its  full  value ;  biS  I  think  it  operates  m  favor  of  one  party  in 
one  locality  and  another  in  another.  Where  the  democrats  have  full  swing,  they  pile 
in  their  illegal  votes;  and  if  the  republicans  have  the  control  at  another  place  they  put 
in  theirs. 

Question,  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  in  every  election  which  has  occurred  up  to  this  time, 
since  reconstruction,  the  radicals  throughout  the  State  .have  had  the  appointment 
of  all  the  managers  of  election  t 

Answer,  No,  sir,  that  is  not  the  fact  I  will  take  Russell  County  as  jun  illastratioii. 
That  county  has  a  democratic  sheriff  and  a  democratic  circuit  clerk.  The  probate 
judge  is  a  republican.  In  that  county,  I  believe,  from  all  the  information  I  have.Qov- 
emor  Smith  hod  about  fourteen  hundred  minority  at  the  last  election.  It  was  the  duty 
of  the  returning  officers  in  that  county,  under  the  provisions  of  the  constitutioD,  to 
make  a  return  of  that  election  to  the  secretary  of  state.  They  never  made  any  retam. 
I)he  republicans  had  a  verv  largo  majority  in  that  county,  but,  by  the  &ilare  to  make 
a  return,  GU>vemor  Smith  lost  the  advantage  of  that  majority.  His  imgority  in  that 
single  county  was  nearly  equal  to  the  majority  reported  in  favor  of  Lindsay  in  the  whole 
State. 

Question,  Yon  have  not  answered  the  question  I  asked.  My  question  was  whether. 
under  the  previous  election,  the  radicals  did  not  have  control  of  the  managers  of  the 
last  election  throughout  the  State.  You  have  answered  that  question  by  mentioniag 
an  isolated  case. 

Answer,  I  mentioned  a  case  in  which  they  did  not,  and  I  believe  there  were  other 
such  cases. 

Question,  How  many  others  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  how  many ;  I  have  no  means  of  arriving  at  actual  knowledge ; 
but  I  am  satisfied  there  arc  counties  in  Alabama  where  a  majority  of  the  men  who 
appoint  the  managers  are  democrats.  I  grant  you  that  in  most  of  the  counties  the 
republicans  have  the  minority. 

Question,  Do  you  not  know  the  fact  to  be  that  at  the  election  in  1868,  when  tbes* 
officers  were  elected,  the  democrats  abstained  entirely  from  voting  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  know  there  have  been  a  great  many  changes  in  the  officers 
since  then. 

Question,  Do  yon  mean  they  have  changed  their  politics  f 

Answer,  No.  sir ;  I  mean  the  officers  are  changed.  Some  of  them  have  changed  th«ir 
politics^  I  understand,  but  many  of  the  men  who  were  elected  at  the  election  4n  FV^hnl- 
ary,  1868,  have  gone  out  of  office,  and  others  have  taken  their  places. 

Question,  Had  that  change  occurred  prior  to  the  last  election  T 
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Anmoer.  Y^  sir,  prior  to  the  last  election. 

Quoetion,  'Eture  there  been  snch  changes  as  to  any  of  the  officers  who  had  the  selec- 
tion oi  managers  of  the  election  T 

AMwer,  I  think  so;  tiiat  is  mj  belief;  I  have  no  donbt  about  It. 

Question,  Have  the  terms  of  uieir  offices  expired  f 

Answer.  Those  who  were  voted  for  in  Febmary,  1868,  have  gone  ont  of  office  by  death, 
resignation,  or  otherwise,  and  before  the  last  election  others  had  been  put  in  their  places, 
aome  of  whom  were  democrats.  I  know  that  Qovemor  Smith  appointed  democrats  in 
several  instances.  In  the  very  county  of  Russell,  of  whidi  I  have  spoken,  the  assess- 
or, who  is  a  demoorat,  was  appointed  by  Governor  Smith. 

By  Mr.  Bucklet  : 

Que9iUm.  Do  you  remember  how  it  was  in  Oreene  County  T 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir,  I  heard  how  it  was  in  Greene  County.  In  Tuscaloosa  County,  also, 
I  understaSd  there  is  a  democratic  sheriff,  who  was  appointed  by  Governor  Smith.  He 
was  not,  however,  an  extreme  partisan  by  any  means. 

By  Mr.  Bulib  : 

Question,  Do  you  say  that  the  officers  in  Greene  Countv  are  democratic  f 

Answer,  I  have  heard  that  the  sheriff  or  some  other  officer  there  api>ointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Smith  was  a  democrat.  I  do  not  profess  to  have  any  personal^owledge  on  the 
subiept.  As  to  Russell  County^  I  have  such  knowled^  I  know  the  circuit  clerk,  the 
prooate  Judge,  and  the  sheriff  m  that  county.  Ware  is  sheriff,  Faulkner  circuit  clerk, 
and  Appleby  probate  judge. 

Qiueiium,  At  the  general  election  in  1868  the  democrats  abstained  entirely  from 
voting? 

Answer,  1  do  not  say  that  they  aj^stained  entirely. 

Question.  Well,  to  a  very  great  extent  f 

Answer,  Doctor  Worthy  was  elected  senator  at  that  very  election. 

Question.  One  democratic  senator  was  elected  out  of  how  many  f 

Answer.  Thirty-three. 

Qtiestion.  Bat  to  a  very  great  extent  'the  democrats  did  abstain  from  casting  their 
votes  for  anybody  at  that  election  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  policy  adopted  and  urged  upon  them. 

Question.  And  at  the  elections  which  were  held  throughout  the  State  at  that  time 
radicals  were  elected  in  about  the  same  proportion  as  in  the  senate,  where  Uiere  was 
one  democrat  to  thirty-two  republicans  T 

Answer,  I  should  tmnk  so. 

Question.  In  that  state  of  affairs,  where  the  republicans  had  the  management  of  the 
polls  by  thirty-two  to  one  throughout  the  State,  how  can  you  undertake  to  say  that 
the  democrats  perpetrated  more  frauds  in  the  election  than  the  republicans — that  more 
fraudulent  votes  were  cast  by  the  democrats  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  put  it  so  strongly  as  you  do.  I  do  not  say  that  they  did,  I  say  that 
xny  belief  is  that  they  did,  and  I  will  toil  yon  ike  gronnds  of  my  belief  I  think  that 
a  great  many  officers  who  were  called  republicans  were  influenced  in  one  way  or  an- 
ot  ber^somo  by  intimidation,  and  some  by  other  means— to  play  into  the  handls  of  the 
democrats.  I  nave  heard  of  things  of  that  sort,  and  I  believe  there  is  ground  to  be- 
lieve them. 

Q^uestion.  Did  you  never  hear  of  anything  of  that  sort  on  the  other  sidef  Would 
the  radicals  never  tamper  with  such  matters  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  they  would  not  if  thev  had  a  chance ;  as  to  that,  I 
think  they  would.  But  I  say  that  between  the  election  of  February,  1868.  and  the  last 
election,  changes  in  the  officers  were  effected  in  one  way  or  another,  and  in  that  way  I 
think  the  democrats  had,  as  managers  of  elections,  secured  a  gooa  many  more  men 
-who  were  either  openly  or  covertly  on  their  side  than  the  public  at  large,  especially  at 
this  distance,  have  any  concej^tion  of.    That  is  my  belief. 

Question,  Is  it  not  a  fact  with  which  you  are  conversant,  as  are  all  odier  southern 
men,  that  there  is  much  greater  difficulty  in  recognizing  negroes  thiui  whites  f 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir,  that  is  so. 

Question,  And  that  freqnently  negroes  can  practice  fraud  upon  the  election  officers 
by  passinjf  themselves  off  under  different  names,  where  a  white  man  would  be  instantfy 
detected  f 
Answer.  I  think  there  is  a  striking  difference  in  that  respect. 

QuesHon.  Very  striking  f 
Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  That  difficulty  of  identifying  negroes  has  been  testifttd  to  by  most  gentle- 
men from  the  South,  whose  attention  has  been  called  to  it« 
Answer,  I  think  it  is  obviouslv  the  fact. 

ii^westion.  Does  not  that  give  the  radicids,  who  control  these  negroes,  a  much  greater 
facility  for  fraud  f 
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Answer,  It  doos ;  there  is  no  doubt  about  that.  J* 

QuesUon.  And  do  not  the  nesroes,  who  are  themselves  ijenorant  of  their  ri^^  ia 
these  matters,  very  frequently  daplicate  their  votes  over  ana  over  asain  ? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know.    I  hear  that  the  democrats  say  that  tidey  do. 

Question,  You  hear  that  allegation  t 

Answer,  I  do. 

Question,  Is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  a  class  of  persons  who  cannot  appreciate 
the  villainy  of  such  a  transaction  would  be  easily  induced  to  do  it  f 

Answer,  Yes ;  I  think  it  ia  very  likely  there  has  been  illegal  voting  of  that  scxi.  I 
believe  there  has  been,  though  I  nave  no  knowledge  of  it. 

Bv  Mr.  Buckley  :  » 

Question,  Are  not  voters  required  to  be  registered  before  they  vote ;  and  do  not  the 
election  officers  keep  a  record  of  the  names  of  the  electors,  and  compare  the  name^  with 
those  on  the  registration.li8tf  ^ 

Answer,  That  is  what  they  ought  to  do. 

QuesiiofiC  The  law  provides  for  itt 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questum.  Has  it  not  been  the  custom  ih  your  county  and  other  counties  to  divide 
the  managers  of  the  elections  politically  t 

Answer.  There  was  an  agreement  on  that  subject  between  the  two  executive  com- 
mittees before  the  last  election.  The  chairman  of  the  two  State  committees  came  to 
an  agreement  to  that  effect.  My  recollection  is  (and  I  do  not  think  I  can  be  mistaken 
on  that  point)  that  the  arrangement  was  to  this  effect :  That  in  counties  where  the 
democrats  had  the  majority,  at  least  one  republican  should  be  appointed  among  the 
officers  of  the  election  at  each  precinct,  and  where  the  republicans  had  control,  at 
least  one  democrat  was  to  be  appointed. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  It  has  been  testified  here  that  that  agreement  ^as  totally  disregarded 
throughout  the  State. 
Answer.  I  know  of  no  disregard  of  it  myself.    I  supposed  that  it  had  been  regarded. 

By  Mr.  Bucklky  : 

Question,  Did  not  that  agreement  extend  in  the  same  manner  to  the  counting  ed  the 
votes  after  the  ballots  had  been  castT 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  my  recollection  that  it  extended  to  the  counting  oftiie  vo^; 
that  each  party  was  to  be  repesented. 

By  the  CHAii»fAN,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  arrangement  had  been  disregarded  T 
Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  of  hearing  before  that  it  had  been  disregarded.  From  tlie 
character  of  the  chairman  of  the  republican  executive  committee,  I  am  sati^Sed  he 
would  not  disregard  it,  or  countenance  the  disregard  of  it.  I  refer  to  General  Hcndj, 
United  States  marshal.  He  is  an  officer  who  conducts  himself  in  such  a  way,  I  believe^ 
as  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  democrats  generally. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Questimi.  You  have  stated  here  several  times  that  though  yon  agreed  with  the  demch 
crats  for  a  long  time,  you  now  attribute  your  course  at  that  time  to  passion  and  vio- 
lence, which  passion  and  violence  you  seem  to  think  have  taken  possession  of  the 
democratic  party  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  put  it  that  way :  I  put  it  with  more  accuracy.  I  staited 
that  I  was  bom  and  raised  a  democrat;  I  believed  in  the  fa.ith  of  that  partj  in  its 
strongest  State-rights  version.  That  was  when  I  was  cooL  But,  as  I  sai<(  when  tb^ 
war  commenced  there  were  evoked  passions  which  existed  during  the  war  and  con- 
tinued to  exist  at  its  close.  I  said  that  my  passions,  instead  of  being  abated  by  ^ 
results  of  the  war,  were  strengthened.  My  hatred  for  the  republicans,  and  for  the 
objects  which  I  supposed  they  had  in  view,  was  increased.  The  passions  which  I  spoke 
of  as  cooling  were  those  passions  which  I  had  after  the  war — not  connected  with  the 
democratic  faith  at  all  when  I  first  embraced  it,  nor  for  many  years  afterwards — ^in  fiiet, 
not  until  since  the  war.  My  deliberate  view  years  before  the  war,  and  at  the  coib- 
mencement  of  the  war.  was  that  the  democratic  doctrines  were  correct :  that  the  dcflBke- 
cratic  party  adopted  the  true  interpretation  of  the  Constitution :  and  if  I  had  hadflij 
way  I  would  have  made  that  instrument  read  that  way  so  clearly  that  nobody  ooalii 
have  misunderstood  it.  But  I  was  disappointed  by  the  war  in  having  those  doctdnes 
overturned.  That  increased  u^  passions.  Under  the  political  doctrines  which  I  had 
opposed  an  important  part  of  the  property  of  the  southern  people  was  4fi6tCQgr«d. 
The  more  these  things  happened  the  madder  I  became.  It  took  a  lone  time  to  v* 
to  cool  these  passions  and  to  perceive  even  that  which  was  inevitable,  if  I  had  bcea 
cooler  I  should  have  changed  my  politicaJ  course  earlier  after  the  close  of  the  war. 
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Question,  Tliere  are  many  men  in  this  country  who  believed  just  the  reverse  of  what 
yon  believed  in  regalrd  to  the  power  of  the  Government  to  make  war  to  suppress  the 
rebellion,  who  devoted  all  their  energies  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Government  during 
the  war,  and  who  have  since  abandoned  the  republican  party  because  of  its  subsequent 
usurpations ;  who^  so  far  from  concurring  with  you  in  joining  the  republican  party 
after  it  has  committed  what  southern  people  consider  so  many  and  such  gross  outrages, 
have,  after  going  through  the  war  on  the  side  of  the  Union  and  giving  their  utmost 
efforts  to  suppress  the  rebellion,  abandoned  the  republican  party  because  of  its  usur- 
pations since  the  war  f 

Ansvjer,  Tes,  sir. 

QvestUm.  Yet  you  think  it  is  only  necessary  for  a  man  to  get  "  cool"  to  see  that  the 
republican  narty  is  the  best  thing  m  the  world  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  opinion.  I  know  there  are  gentlemen  such  as  you  speak 
of;  and  I  have  considered  what  you  suggest  in  making  up  my  judgment.  I  accord 
such  men  full  credit  for  the  honesty  of  their  views,  while  I  differ  witn  them  decidedly. 
I  think  myself  that  the  republican  partv  can  improve  its  practices ;  but  at  the  same 
time  I  have  no  idea  that  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  with  the  two  races  not  very  une<^ual 
in  numbers,  we  can  get  along  at  all  as  we  ought  to  unless  we  allow  civil  and  political 
equality  between  the  races.  The  democrats  have  not  been  able  until  lately  to  show 
any  toleration  toward  men  holding  this  view.  I  am  delighted  to  fiee  this  ^'  new  depart- 
ure." I  wish  it  had  begun  earlier,  and  had  been  backecT  more  strongly,  if  the  move- 
ment is  really  made  in  good  faith. 

By  Mr.  Bucbxet  : 

Questitm.  What  do  you  think  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  toward  the  colored 
meut 

Answer,  My  opinion  is  that  the  Government  is  bound  to  maintain  the  rights  which, 
as  I  understand,  it  has  pledged  to  give  to  these  colored  people.  I  do  not  pretend 
t^  say  that  the  Government  ought  to  have  come  under  such  a  pledge ;  but  when 
I  look  back  at  the  course  of  events,  I  think  that  the  party  that  had  the  rule  of  the 
country  on  the  Union  side  during  the  war  became  under  obligations  to  the  colored  peo- 
ple, which  they  oaght  not  to  be  reproached  for  redeeming  in  good  faith.  What  I  mean  to 
say  is  that  I  do  not  think  it  would  have  been  exactly  right  for  the  Government  in  the  hour 
of  emergency^  when  it  was  said  the  life  of  the  nation  was  at  stake,  to  invoke  the  aid  of 
the  colored  people  and  procure  it  by  promises  of  doing  something  for  them,  and  then 
afterwards  fail  to  carry  out  those  promises.  / 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Qitesiion,  Did  the  Government  in  fact  procure  the  aid  of  the  colored  people  T  During 
the  war  were  there  not  many  more  colored  people  in  the  South  aiding  the  rebellion 
than  helping  the  Union  ? 

Ansioer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  of  any  colored  men  helping  the  confederate  side,  except 
in  thp  way  of  carrying  on  the  business  in  which  they  were  always  employed  before — 
a^icnltural  occupations. 

Qytestion,  Do  you  not  know  that  the  negroes  built  most  of  the  fortifications  in  the 
South! 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  recollect  they  did  build  some  in  Alabama ;  but  those  did  not  do 
any  good. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

QuesUon,  They  did  it  under  coercion  f 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir ;  they  did  not  do  it  voluntarily, 

By  Mr."  Blair  : 

Qnesiion,  Did  not  a  great  many  white  men  aid  the  rebellion  under  coercion? 

Ajiswer,  Do  you  mean  in  the  Confederate  States  t 

QuesUoK,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  a  great  many  of  them  did ;  some  did,  no  doubt.  In  Alabama 
t  be  contest  in  regard  to  secession  was  a  dose  one ;  we  had  a  hard  time  to  get  secession 
tU  rough. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  get  it  through  t 

Answer,  We  got  it  through  the  convention.  Though  that  first  step  was  attended 
^Tvith  great  difficulty,  yet  alter  the  war  commenced  I  think  the  people  were  pretty 
strongly  in  favor  of  whipping  out  the  northern  soldiers.  It  was  a  very  fashionable  idea 
t  liat  we  could  do  it  and  would  do  it.    But  you  see  we  did  not  succeed.    I  think  the 

neral  idea  was  that  we  could  establish  a  government  of  our  own  in  the  South ;  audi 

lieve  that  but  a  comparatively  small  portion  of  our  people  needed  any  coercion. 
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HuNTSViiXE,  Alabama,  October  6, 1871. 
JOHN  A.  MINNIS  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pratt)  : 

Qu€9iian,  Judge  Minnis,  what  is  your  place  of  residence  f 

Anstcer,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  there  f 

Answer,  I  think  about  two  years. 

Question,  Where  did  you  go  from  when  you  went  to  Montgomery  f 

Answer,  I  moved  from  Greenville,  Alabama,  forty  miles  below. 

Question,  Are  you  a  native  of  the  South  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  bom  and  raised  in  North  Carolina. 

Question,  How  lonff  have  you  lived  in  the  State  of  Alabama  f 

Answer,  Since  the  fall  of  1866^ 

Question.  In  what  State  did  you  live  immediately  previous  to  that  f 

Answer.  I  moved  from  North  Carolina  to  Tennessee  in  183d,  and  lived  there  in  Ten- 
nessee until  1866. 

Question,  I  will  ask  you  to  state  what  official  position  yon  now  hold  f 

Answer.  District  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  northern  district  of  Alabama, 
which  embraces  the  middle  district. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  held  that  office  f 

Answer.  Now  nearly  a  year ;  not  quite  a  year. 

Question,  How  many  terms  of  court  have  you  attended  since  your  appointment  f 

insurer.  I  have  attended  two  at  Montgomerv  and  one  at  this  place. 

Question.  Judge  Minnis,  this  committee  is  instructed  by  resolution  of  Conrarcss  to 
inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  late  insurrectionary  States,  so  far  as  regards  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  and  the  safety  of  the  lives  and  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  I  will  ask  yon  to  state  now,  from  your  knowledge  and  from  the  information 
received  from  others,  what  disturbances  have  existed  in  the  northern  part  of  Alabama 
since  you  became  acquainted  with  that  part  of  the  State. 

Anstcer.  My  first  experience  with  that  was  really  in  Middle  Alabama. 

Question.  Well,  you  may  extend  your  answer  to  Middle  Alabama  as  well  as  Northern 
Alabama.  * 

Answer.  My  first  experience  with  disturbances  arose  about  the  time  of  reconstruction 
and  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  I  then  lived  at  Greenville.  There  was  a  good 
deal  of  hostility  to  those  measures,  and  when  it  was  announced  who  were  the  officers 
that  were  to  be  elected,  or  proposed  to  be  elected,  under  that  reconstruction,  there  was 
a  creat  deal  of  hostility  to  them.  After  the  constitution  was  adopted,  Judge  Gardner, 
wuo  was  elected  probate  judge,  undertook  to  go  into  his  office  in  Greenville,  and  there 
were  a  great  many  violent  demonstrations.  At  the  time  the  first  one  occurred  I  was 
not  at  home ;  I  was  off  at  court.  They  went  in  and  besmeared  his  office  all  over. 
They  got  in  there  in  some  way,  and  besides  doing  that  they  injured  his  books  and 
papers. 

Question.  Where  did  that  occur? 

AnsKcr.  That  was  in  Greenville.  A  few  days  after  that  I  heard  a  fuss  on  the  street 
just  below  my  office,  and  I  ran  down  to  see  what  it  was.  It  was  Gardner,  trying  to  get 
into  his  store  and  two  men  trying  to  drag  him  out.  I  went  to  them  and  began  to  i>er- 
suade  them  to  desist  from  such  dcmolistrations.  That  did  not  seem  to  do  any  good. 
Finally  I  just  caught  hold  of  them  and  told  them  they  should  not  do  it.  At  that  time 
I  Avasnot  known  as  a  republican  at  all.  I  had  not  really  taken  any  part  in  politics. 
That  got  me  into  a  controversy,  and  I  was  very  much  denounced  for  my  action  in  tliat 
particular.  It  got  me  into  the  papers.  He  was  frequently  whipped,  or  attempted  to 
be  whipped,  by  persons  falling  aboard  of  him,  and  he  was  finally  attempted  to  be 
assassinated ;  was  shot  througn  his  window.  There  was  a  great  deal  ot  indigiiity 
offered  him.  I  do  not  know  of  any  other  officer  being  whipjped,  but  indignity  was 
offered  to  all  of  them,  and  it  was  almost  impossible  at  that  time  to  enforce  the  law 
there.    I  thought  a  great  deal  of  it,  though,  was  owing  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  sheriff. 

Question.  Was  this  in  the  year  18(38  ? 

Anstcer.  It  was  in  the  year  1868.    I.  do  not  know  to  give  particular  instances,  but 
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there  was  a  great  deal  of  that.    Since  that  time  that  oounty,  I  think,  has  becone 
quiot,  and  is,  perhaps,  as  orderly  as  any  county  in  the  State.   They  have  got  over  thai. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Will  you  name  the  county  ? 

Answer,  Butlor  County.  I  think  it  is  quiet  and  the  law  is  well  enforced.  Thej  have 
a  most  excellent  sheriff,  whose  politics  is  scarcely  known  at  all,  a  man  I  was  tr^ng  to 
get  Governor  Smith  to  appoint  for  some  time  before  he  was  appointed.  His  name  is 
Perdue.  I  do  not  think  they  now  have  any  more  difficulties.  I  have  not  heard  whe&er 
he  was  re-^leoted  or  was  a  candidate.  There  are  portions  of  that  county  in  which  I  do 
not  think  yet  the  negroes  have  ever  felt  free  to  vote,  particularly  in  the  Monterey  dis- 
trict. I  suppose  there  are  from  one  to  two  hundred  negroes  in  that  district.  From 
my  knowledge  of  them,  I  am  satisfied  that  nearly  or  aH  of  them  are  republicans,  and 
there  has  never  been  a  republican  vote  by  them  given  in  the  precinct ;  and  there  aro 
other  precincts  in  the  same  county  of  the  same  sort.  Some  of  them  hAve  gone  to  ad- 
joining precincts  and  voted. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  proportion  does  the  colored  bear  to  the  white  population  f 

Answer,  Perhaps  there  was  a  majority  negroes.  It  is  the  next  strongest  colored  jne- 
ciuct  to  Greenville  precinct ;  it  is  the  richest  portion  of  the  county,  inave  heard,  but 
have  no  well-attested  evidence  of  the  fact,  of  various  outrages  there  being  committed 
on  the  black  population.  I  have  no  evidence  of  it  to  establish  it,  and  do  not  ptopoao 
to  speak  of  cases  unless  I  have  such  evidence. 

Question,  Do  the  colored  people  there  refrain  from  attending  the  polls  in  that  pn- 
cinct  on  account  of  intimidation  and  menaces  f 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  though  I  think  that  latelv,  since  the  general  election,  there  has 
been  a  better  feeling  even  down  there.  I  think  there  is  an  improvement  ffeuexaHy 
there,  from  my  knowledge.  I  think  men  are  very  much  moderated,  and  Sieie  is  a 
much  better  feeling. 

Question.  Proceed  with  your  statement. 

Answer,  I  then  movefl  to  Montgomery.  The  only  thing  I  can  relate  which  I  kdew 
particularly  there,  except  just  what  I  saw  in  the  papers  and  heard  in  reference  to  oat* 
rages,  was  when  I  was,  by  direction  of  Grovemor  Sniith,  sent  up  to  £utaw  to  investi- 
gate the  matter  of  the  killing  of  Boyd.    I  spent  three  weeks  there. 

Question,  Do  you  speak  of  the  riot  that  occurred  there  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  speak  of  the  killing  of  the  register  in  chancery  and  ooanty  sollcttor, 
that  occurred  in  1869.  I  went  up  there  to  investigate  that  matter,  and  spent  first  oae 
week  and  afterwards  two  weeks.  When  I  first  went  there  I  made  no  concealment  of 
my  business,  for  I  have  never  gone  in  any  other  character  than  openly.  I  thought  the 
people  met  me  rather  sourly,  of  course ;  but  I  met  an  old  acquaintoace,  a  gentUman 
who  knew  me  very  well,  ana  he  took  me  around  and  introduced  me  to  a  great  many 
men,  and  told  them  he  was  satisfied  that  I  would  do  what  was  right ;  and  after  that  I 
bad  no  trouble  myself  with  any  of  the  citizens  at  all.    I  investigated  that  matter. 

Question,  Eutaw  is  in  Greene  County  ? 

Answer,  Tee,  <dr.  When  I  went  there,  the  solicitor  having  been  killed,  Luther  SmftSi, 
the  judge,  proposed  to  appoint  me  the  solicitor,  knowing  my  business,  but  I  dedliQed, 
and  told  him  to  have  a  lawyer  appointed  who  lived  in  that  county ;  and  Mr.  Sne^ieor, 
a  democrat  and  a  very  clever  man,  was  appointed,  and  I  in  connection  with  him  investi- 
gated that  matter.  I  myself  talked  with  all  the  negroes  I  could  get  to  see  from  A$% 
region  where  the  difficulty  was  supposed  to  have  originated.  It  is  a  place  called  tfrnsra, 
where  there  had  been  a  good  deal  of  difficulty,  and  negroes  had  been  killed,  and  some 
white  men  killed,  too.  Ux>on  that  examination — and  that  was  the  first  trace  tiiat  sUb^ 
fied  me  beyond  all  controversy  that  there  was  a  regular  organization — ^I  became  siit- 
isfied  that  th^re  was  not  a  man  living  in  that  county  that  htM.  had  anything  to  do  wftb 
that  killing ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  was  prompted  by  some  men  in  the  cooxity; 
but  so  far  as  I  have  any  trace  as  to  any  man  in  tne  countv,  outside  of  Union  beil  t 
never  had  any  evidence  that  any  one  had  anything  to  do  with  it.  I  am  equallv  sans^ 
fied  that  the  crowd  that  came  down  was  organized  outside  of  the  county,  and  eveiy 
man  in  the  county,  if  there  were  any  such,  that  belonged  to  or  sympathized  wMi  ibti 
order,  was  at  home,  and,  if  brought  up,  would  haVe  been  able  to  prove  it.  We  proved 
by  two  witnesses  that  Just  that  crowd  was  seen  crossing  into  the  county,  from  Taithar  s 
northern  direction,  that  night  just  at  dark;  and  they  were  seen  to  pass  out  of  A» 
county  just  at  daylight  next  morning. 

Question,  How  much  of  a  crowd  was  that  T 

AnBwer,  Thirty  or  forty  was  the  number  at  which  it  was  estimated,  according  to  fbt 
testimony. 

QueeUon.  Were  the  parties  disguised  f 

Answer,  They  were,  with  black  loose  gowns,  with  something  that  covered  their  ten, 
something  like  quills  that  made  them  look  like  long,  bigteetfa,  and  made  a  peOOliMScrtif 
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noise.  Theyeamehiby  two  roft4%  at  tho  proof  ahowed.  Obo  pwrty  qmom  by  obo  wftf 
•Ad  oiM  by  aaoiher  way,  aod  thoy  nwt  thyeio  aad  at  onco  Mat  oat  ■ontiaok. 

QumUmi,  Did  they  eomo  on  iooi  or  hocaebftok  f 

^iMver.  On  honebaok. 

QueaHon,  Were  the  horses  disguised  f 

JhtMMT.  Tesy  afar. 

Question,  In  what  manner  T 

j<l9iM«r.  I  believe  t)i^  bad  blaek  bang  over  them. 

QuesHou.  Were  the  men  annedf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  with  gans  and  with  pistols.  Ono  witness  said  with  sabres.  T%oy 
were  seen  by,  peni^s,  twenty  men. 

Queeti^n,  What  dia  this  gang  prooeed  to  do  f 

Jnewer.  They  placed  ont  sentinels  as  they  came  in,  guarding  the  diligent  toads. 
Tbey  went  up  and  took  Boyd  out  of  his  room,  and  he  was  shot.  They  had  ropes  witii 
them,  that  were  seea  by  some  parties,  and  I  think  they  i^robablv  intended  to  hang  hUn, 
bnt  he  made  some  resistance,  and  in  that  renstance  he  was  shot  by  some  one  of  tbo 

Early.  After  the  first  shot  there  was  an  intermission  oi  a  minute  or  two,  as  those  who 
oard  it  stated,  ana  then  there  was  quite  a  number  of  shots  fired.  He  was  found  sbot 
by  eight  or  tea  balls,  and  was  dead  when  foand.  I  was  told  by  men  who  saw  it,  aad 
man  of  the  highest  credibility,  that  there  was  scarcely  a  word  spoken  by  them,  aad 
the  sentinels  were  sent  oat  and  broaght  in  by  a  mere  wave  of  the  nand. 

QueeUon.  How  was  it  aseertained  that  Boyd  resisted  f  - 

Anewer.  That  was  ascertained  by  some  persons  who  were  ia  the  room  under  him, 
who  had  not  gone  to  bed,  and  who  heard  sea£9ing. 

QuestUm.  Was  Boyd  lodging  at  a  public  boose  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  staying  at  the  tavern.  I  talked  with  the  landlord  who  was 
there,  bat  not  immediately  tbore  at  the  moment :  he  was  across  the  street  playiiMr  bil- 
liai^s. 

Qitestkm,  How  was  he  assassinated^  shot  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  shot. 

Question  What  was  his  offense  f 

Answer,  There  are  different  opinieaas.  I  have  my  own  hypothesis  about  it,.  Saaie* 
years  befeve  the  war  Boyd,  when  quite  a  boy,  was  goiag  to  school  at  Union..  He  was 
#nei^ew  of  olkA  Judge  Miller,  the  keeper  of  oastoms  at  Mobile.  While  tfauere  Miller's 
son  and  a  man  named  Brown  got  into  a  fight,  and  Boyd  got  into  the  difficulty  in  some 
way  and  diot  one  Brown,  who  was  killed.  He  was  arrested  and  tried  ioc  It,,  and  con- 
victed of  murder  in  the  second  degree ;  sentenced  to  the  penitentiaiy  ten  years^  aad  his 
pnnistameat  was;  commuted  by  the  governor  to  one  year  in  the  county  Jj^il. 

By  Mr.  Bbck  : 

QussUon*  Was  that  the  verdict  of  thejury  or  the  commotation  t 

Answer.  It  was  the  commutation.    Mo  was  convicted  and  served  one  year.. 

By  the  Chaibman: 

Question.  Did  he  serve  his  term  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  JaiL    He  had  been,  upon  ooaviction,  sentenced  to  liie  peni- 
tentiary. 

Question.  How  long  was  this  homicide  previous  to  the  murder  of  Boyd  f 
Answer,  I  do  not  know.  It  was  two  or  three  years  before  the  war.  He  aad  his 
mother  then  went  to  Mississippi.  After  the  war  was  over  he  came  back  and  was  ap- 
pointed  county  solicitor  and  register  in  chancery.  As  conntv  solicitor,  after  there  had 
been  some  negroes  killed  and  a  white  man  murdered  up  in  that  same  neighborhood  of 
Union,  he  had  put  on  foot  an  investigation.  The  general  impression  was  that  this 
Tvhite  man  that  was  kiUedhad  been  killed  by  some  negroes,  Ono  of  them  was  an 
old  bachelor  who  was  pretty  wealthy.  He  (Boyd)  told  sonu)  parties  that  he  had  evi- 
dence showing  that  he  was  killed  bv  white  men  for  purposes  of  robberv.  Mr.  Snedo- 
cor  himself  told  me  that  Mr.  Boyd  bad  made  that  statement  to  him,  and  he  had  said  to 
parties  that  he  would  iuvesti^te  that  matter  if  it  took  all  summer.  Then  I  think 
there  was  a  good  deal  oi  political  bitterness,  he  being  arcpabliooA ;  and,  as  I  think,  the 
main  body  ot  the  Elan,  or  whatever  it  was  in  that  county,  was  in  the  same  region 
-where  that  matter  took  place,  and  were,  I  think,  relatives  of  this  same  man,  or  con- 
nected with  him ;  and  J  think  that  that  tended  to  make  the  hatred  agaiast  him  more 
intense  on  the  part  of  the  Klan.  and  his  being  a  republican  also  made  them  dislike  hiai ; 
and  I  think  they  thought  that  ne  had  too  much  information  for  their  safety.  Tiiaso 
three  causes,  I  suppose,  determined  his  fate. 

Question.  Was  tnere  any  indictment  preferred  by  the  .grand  jary  Ibr  the  murder  of 
Boydt 

Answer,  No,  sir;  the  parties  could  not  lis  idaatifted  s^;)M.4o  gel  the  graaa  JQisy  to 
indiet*  .  »•- 

QuestlUm,  And  never  have  been  to  this  day  t 

Answer,  Never  have  been  to  this  day. 

34  A 
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^f^mthn,  Whst  oonB^y  irsB  itsaivpeMd  that  tl^  ImmI  proeeeded  fromf 

Answer.  1  think  mytid  Hial  tM«  w«r»  Hkelj  soao  from  'KwobIimo,  sonw  from 
Pickens,  and  some  citizens  there ;  at  least  those  I  hav«  seoa  sinee  or  telkod  withmboot 
it  have  thought  it  likely  that  some  of  them  WBte  in  from  MiamBippi ;  thai  tksy  were 
from  across  in  that  region. 

Quettum,  How  far  distant  were  those  points  irom  that  from  which  it  wa»  so^poasd  that 
Ijieee  disguised  men  had  oomef 

Annoer,  It  was  sixteen  or  eighteen  miles  wheie  we  had  the  lasttrace  of  them,  i  ilmik. 
That  is  my  best  recollection  now.  As  to  what  point  they  same  from,  they  w«fe  going 
upland  ooning  from  the  divestioii  of  those  two  e^^unties  whieh  ac\}oiiu  These  two 
eonnties  join,  as  I  understand  it,  and,  as  it  were,  ooraer  on  Greene  Ooonty.  They  were 
eoming  from  that  direction,  and  going  in  that  diceetkm. 

Qtt^ion,  What  efforts,  if  any,  were  made  by  the  eitiMDS  of  Eutaw  to  briag  the  mux 
w]m>  had  committed  this  outrage  to  justice  f 

Ammer,  I  do  not  think,  frxnat  wluit  I  can  hear,  that  they  made  any  at  aU.  Tlie 
eheriiP  himself  was  out  on  the  ground  rery  soon  afite  it  ooearrod.  The  thing  that 
fltmck  me  as  most  remarkable  in  investigatiag  that  afffisdr,  was  thal^n  the  course  ^an 
be«r  or  two  after  Boyd  was  shot  a  coroner's  inquest  was  held ;  men  in  the  town  got  ap 
immediately  and  a  coroner's  inquest  was  held  over  him,  and  it  was  reported—- 1  do  not 
ramember  the  exact  langnaffe  of  the  report — ^that  he  was  killed  by  eeuie  pcaoees  na- 
known.  All  that  was  done  immediately,  and  although  the  sheriff  was  tipoa  tbe  g*Mnd 
and  quite  a  number  of  men  saw  this,  no  pursuit  was  mode  at  all  nmr  any  effsct  to 
aseertain  where  the  parties  had  gone.  The  matter  of  finding  whars  they  bad  gese, 
and  their  movements,  was  ascertained  by  myself  and  Mr.  Snedeeor  aen&Dg  for  the 
witnesses  wherever  we  could  hear  of  them. 

^wtiUm,  Was  Mn  Boyd  obnoxious  in  that  oommaaityf 
-  Anmoer.  There  were  very  oontradiotory  statements  apoo  that  snlijsot.  A  grost  naay 
said,  and  it  was  publish^  there  in  the  paper,  that  he  was  exceedingly  obnoxioos  in 
Ms  office  as  county  solicitor  and  register  in  chanoeiy.  Perhaps  the  most  of  the  atttasos 
I  talked  with  would  give  that  account  of  it.  I  talked  with  Ohanfdellor  Clarke  ao^ 
Major  Webb,  the  two  oldest  and  perhaps  ablest'  lawyers  there.  They  both  told  me 
th«t  they  did  not  regard  Boyd  as  a  bad  man,  and,  so  frir  as  his  official  cfaanKler, 
particularly  as  register  in  chanoary,  was  coiieem6d--fer  lawyers  of  that  ataading  had 
very  little  to  do  with  him  as  county  solictor — ^they  regarded  him  as  one  <^  the  beA 
and  most  accommodating  they  had  over  known. 

QHmUon,  What  was  the  general  sentiment  among  the  leading  dtiiena  of  tiMt  townf 
Did  they  deplore  the  occnrrence  or  otherwise  f 

Answer,  Well,  it  is  hard  to  tell.  They  all  expressed  themselves  that  way  to  me. 
All  the  sood  citizens  did.  While  I  think  that  Boyd  was  very  obnoxious  to  them,  and 
while  I  do  not  think  that  they  felt  like  taking  any  active  part  in  hunting  up  tbose 
who  did  this  act,  I  think  they  would  have  much  preferred  that  the  ^tng  baA  not 
taken  place,  for  varions  reasons. 

QuesUoH.  State  those  reasons. 

Ansioer.  One  was  the  effect  it  would  have  upon  their  community,  the  oharacter  it 
wonld  give  the  country  abroad.  I  think  those  better  citizens  werd  really  opposed  to 
it.  Those  around  the  town  wore  opposed  to  that  sort  of  conduct  upon  generstl  pr!nei> 
pies.  They  did  not  think  that  was  the  way  to  do.  They  thought  that  was  eoin^  too 
far.  While  I  think  that  perhaps  a  great  many  of  them  would  not  have  cared  much  il 
Boyd:had  cot  a  whipping,  they  were  not  satisfied  with  this  thing,  and  would  not  have 
encouraged  going  to  tnat  extent.  I  speak  now  of  those  citizens  that  I  met  right  aronnd 
thetown. 

Qucdtion.  This  occurred  In  1809 1 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  in  1869.    I  am  not  certain  now. 

Question,  Have  you  stated  all  that  you  d^iro  to  state  in  regard  to  that  occurrence? 

Answer,  'ITiat  is  about  all  I  know  in  regard  to  it.  There  were  a  great  many  IncMeats 
Ihat  occurred  there  that  it  would  take  a  great  deal  of  time  to  state. 

Question,  Proceed  with  your  general  statement  as  to  any  other  disturbances  that  have 
occurred. 

Answer,  After  that,  while  I  saw  a  great  many  things  in  the  papers,  yet  nntU  I  made 
the  canvass  with  Mr.  Buckley  in  a  part  of  our  district 

By  Mr.  Bucklky: 

QnesHon,  Last  yearf 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Ohaxbmak  : 

QnesHon,  The  canvass  of  the  fall  of  1870? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.^-I  doat  know  anything  that  came  under  my  personal  koowledgir 
except  very  frequent  remarks  of  an  insulting  character  that  I  do  not  oare  to  say  mgf- 
thmg  about. 
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ifuesHm.  Ton  say  toq  aoemnpaBied  Mr.  BiioUsy  in  hio  emxvmm  in  the  hX\  of  1810? 

Armwsr*  Y«%«ir;  I  made  mnsw  speeofaee  ehewliere  and  made  *  onnvass  in  ItMin 
the  aoeeod  coBgiettBional  district. 

QuetHon,  What  oooattee  are  eomimsed  in  it? 

AnstDcr,  I  canvassed  with  him  a  iK>rtion  of  Moo'U^omcry  County  as  we  went  through. 
From  that  we  went  through  Pike  and  Dale,  Cooee,  GeDeva,  and  Heury.  In  none  of 
these  coaoties  had  we  the  slightest  difficulty  except  in  Pike. 

QuaAion.  You  may  state  what  oocorred  in  Pike  Comity. 

Answer,  At  Orion  wo  made  speeches.    The  crowd  we  were  addressing  were  princi- 
pally eolored  men.    Thero  wero  a  few  white  men  who  stood  over  in  a  porch  opposHe  to 
where  we  were  speaking.    Mr.  Bnokloy  umde  his  speech,  and  tiie  only  disturbaoee 
during  it  was  that  they  wero  haOooiug  oyer  insulting  Ittnguage,  and  things  of  that 
*    sort.     I  had  made  my  speech  under  the  same  circumstances.    The  white  men,  or 
coarse,  in  their  remarks  were  very  insultinir,  but  nothing  else,  until  just  as  I  was 
closing.    I  had  cot  through  my  argument  and  was  addressing  myself  to  the  permmnel 
ef  Governor  Smith,  when  a  map  rode  upon  horseback  and  tola  me  I  nrast  stop,  waving 
n  big  stick,  saying  that  that  town  belonged  to  the  citizens  ami  they  would  not  allcFw 
that  to  go  any  further.    I  Just  stopped  a  moment  and  spoke  to  him  calmly,  telling  Mm 
I  waa  nearly  throngh ;  that  I  proposed  to  finish  soon ;  that  I  had  about  condud^  my 
argument,  and  would  have  cloeed  in  five  minutes  if  be  had  not  interrupted  me.    He 
seemed  to  persist.    Mr.  Buckley,  sitting  in  a  buggy  close  by,  spoke  to  him.    Whilst  we 
were  in  that,  some  men  came  up  and  led  the  man  off.    When  we  wont  to  start  off 
they  hallooed  to  me  to  know  where  I  would  stay,  and  said  they  wanted  to  lock  Hieir 
stables,  and  ^ings  of  that  sort.     That  was  all  the  disturbance  at  that  place.    A  day 
or  two  aiterwMd  we  met  at  Bnindridge,  and  there  was  at  Brandridge  a  v^y  eonsicl- 
erable    negro  vote — I  do  not  remember  how  mQch--^wfaith  it  was  understood  had 
never  TotML    When  we  cot  there,  we  first  drove  up  in  a  buggy  where  some  men  were 
in  front  of  a  store,  and  asked  if  they  would  tell  us  where  we  could  get  our  hwme  fed. 
They  said  they  oonld  not.    We  then  drove  out  into  a  crove  and  faitch^  our  horse  and 
came  bock,  and  Mr.  Bnckley  told  them  what  we  had  come  for.    They  said  they  did 
uot  propose  to  have  any  speaking  of  that  sor^  thero.    There  was  a  number  of  theftt. 
We  saw  a  few  negroes  standing  around,  looking  off  and  shy.    Mr.  Buckley  reaeoned 
with  these  men  for  some  time,  but  they  persisted  in  it. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QMertiaiu  Was  (hat  stiU  in  Pike  Connty  f 
Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  that  is  in  Pike  County. 

j8y  Mr.  Buckley  : 

'    QttesHan.  Had  notice  of  the  meeting  been  sent  forward  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  will  make  a  digression  there,  before  going  further.    A  notice  of 
the  meeting  had  been  sent  forward,  and  I  know  it  had  reaohed  there,  for  in  passing 
through  Pikesville  I  had  an  interview  with  Senator  Worthy. 
Question.  Passing  through  Troy,  you  mean  f 

Affswer.  Yes,  sir ;  passing  through  Troy.    I  had  an  interview  with  Senator  Wortl*y 
before  we  got  to  this  place.    He  told  me  they  had  sent  for  him  to  eome  there  and  an- 
Bwer  us ;  that  court  was  going  on  and  he  could  not  go,  and  that  there  would  be  nobody 
to  gOf  aud  that  the  determination  was  that  they  would  not  attend  the  meeting  at  alL 
He  did  not  tell  me  there  would  be  any  violence  done,  but  he  told  me  they  were  very 
hostile,  or  very  much  opposed  to  that  speaking ;  but  that  if  I  was  alons  by  myself,  I 
being  a  southern  man,  ho  thought  they  would  hear  me,  but  being  with  Mr.  Buckley  I 
TV'oiild  not  get  any  attendance.    Then  to  resume  where  I  left  off,  Mr.  Buckley  insisted 
on  it  that  they  should  hear  him ;  that  he  would  uot  say  anything  to  insult  them ;  that 
he  wanted  to  talk  to  them  about  matters  to  their  own  interest.    They  persisted  in  it ; 
ftu^  my  recollection  is  that  a  doctor,  whose  name  I  forget  now,  who  had  a  littie  drug- 
store there,  made  a  remark  something  like  this :  that  he  knew  we  had  the  right  ro 
»peak,  and  they  did  not  propose  to  interfere  with  as,  but  (hat  nobody  would  go  to 
hear  us ;  that  he  would  like  to  see  the  man  that  would  go  to  hear  us  speak ;  he  wanioil 
-to  put  htm  on  his  ''  son-of-a-bitch  book ; ''  and  pausing  a  moment  «t  that,  he  then  re- 
iri»rked  that  no  man  oould  live  ten  days  in  that  community  who  would  go  and  hear  ue 
speak.    Mr.  Buckley  then  came  to  me  and  asked  me  what  we  should  do.    I  told  him, 
rather  laughingly,  that  I  had  always  found  that  there  was  luck  in  leisure,  and  we  would 
st^tnd  around  awhile  and  see  what  would  come  of  it.   After  awhile  we  started  to  get  a 
onr  buggy,  aud  some  men  came  up — ^two  or  three  of  them — and  said  they  wanted  to  hear 
xis.     Then  some  of  the  negroes  came  up  and  insisted  that  we  should  hold  a  meeting  and 
Kpeak.    They  had  a  consultation  but  the  crowd  Insisted  that  we  should  not,  saying 
f  iixArt  we  had  the  right  and  that  nobody  would  violate  that  right;  but  that  nobody 
slsouki  hear  us.    Some  came  to  me  and  seemed  to  want  to  hoar  the  speaking.    I  teld 
trlieni  that  I  had  never  before  gone  to  a  place  whore  I  oooki  not  speak,  and  was  not 
xzXr^tid  to  speak  there ;  yet  as  my  purpose  was  to  allay  excitt^ment,  and  not  to  create  it, 
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I  feiied  tint  if  wo  nadttpok  to  ra>>i>  Hieeoket  Mid  did  na]&»  ■ywghiw,  ihmtk  w^ 
went  to  hear  as  would,  when  we  left,  bring  themseLve^  into  such  had  vej^nto  and  bdng 
such  indignation  on  tbemaelvee  Ihat  it  woald  leave  the  neighborhood  woao  thiM^  we 
found  it,  and  that  I  would  not  speak.    So^  I  left  wUbout  eyeaging. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Qitestton.  How  large  was  the  crowd  f 

Answer,  Fifteen  or  twenty.  I  met  a  ne^^,  after  leaving  there,  on  a  wagon,  uid  he 
told  me  that  the  negroes  had  been  notified  not  to  so  to  that  meeting ;  thftt  they 
wanted  to  come  to  the  speaking  and  to  vote  th&  lepubScaa  ticket,  bat  thtsy  oould  Aot 
do  it  unless  they  slipped  oS  to  Troy. 

(lue$U(m,  Did  that  speech  of  the  doctor  seem  td^meet  the  approbation  of  those  peo- 
ple? 

Anawer,  Tee,  sir.  There  was  one  old  man  who  seemed  to  have  a  diifexent  sentiment, 
but  some  of  them  rather  aaspeoted  him  and  threw  out  some  rathur  insulting  langoi^ge. 
With  two  or  three  exceptions  the  voice  was  all  that  way.  There  was  one  partico- 
larly,  a  meohanio  there,  who  said  that  be  worked  for  his  living,  and  he  did  not  intend 
to  have  speeches  made  to  negroes,  or  that  there  never  had  been  speeohes  made  these 
to  the  negroes  and  never  should  be. 

Queatian,  Did  ^ou  notice  whether  this  crowd  was  armed  f 

Anmoer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 
.  Qu€9tion,  You  miade  no  speech,  nor  did  Mr.  Buckley  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  except  in  the  way  of  talking  to  them  as  I  have  said.  Those  wen 
the  only  two  points  where  we  were  disturbed.  In  Henry,  Daley  CofTee^  and  Gteneva 
we  were  treated  not  onlv  respectfully  but  kindly. 

QumHon,  What  was  the  character  of  the  audiences ;  were  there  n^uay  white  nun 
present  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  generally  there  was  a  large  n^jority,  nearly  all,  white  men.  Tbers 
are  but  few  negroes  in  that  country  after  you  get  out  of  Pike.  At  one  place  I  had  a 
eoasiderable  negro  audienee.  Colonel  Oates  and  myself  made  speeches  together,  and  it 
all  went  off  very  welL  Colonel  Oates  is  himself  a  man  as  fair  and  reasonable  as  any- 
body, and  he  would  not  have  any  disturbance,  or  anything  of  tiiat  sort,  where  he  ooMi 
have  helped  it. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QuesHen,  You  were  discussing  politics  with  him  T 

Anetoer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  on  the  opposite  side.  He  is  a  man  I  would  as  soon  disons 
a  question  with  as  any  other ;  a  very  able  man^  but  a  fair  man.  At  the  sao^e  time 
Oates  was  in  favor  of  reconstruction,  though  he  is  a  democrat. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  tone  of  public  sentiment  in  this  State,  do  yon 
think  a  republican  can  express  and  advocate  his  political  opinLuns  with  fireedMu  aal 
personal  safety  throughout  the  State  t 

Anewer*  I  think  there  are  some  places  where  he  could  not ;  I  think  there  are  «  g^etX 
niAny  where  he  could. 

By  the  Chairman  :  J 

Queetian.  At  what  plaoes  do  you  think  he  would  not  be  si^  in  eoEprmnng  hit 
opinion  f 
AMBwer*  I  think  tiiero  is  some  dangei  in  almost  any  place  in  that  ooonty  of  PiJca. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Qmeetkm.  How  ia  ii  in  Westorn  Alabama  f 

Anewer.  I  think  in  most  portions  of  Botlw  Conaty  he  woald  he  a^fe.  I  doabt 
whether  h^  would  be  safe  in  Monterey.  I  do  not  think  such  a  thing  baa  •voc  hMa 
done,  and  I  do  not  think  it  wonld  be  safe^'  Then,  there  are  portions  of  Wiialecu  Ua 
hama,  andagreat  many  places  in  Western  Alabama,  too,  where  I  do  not  think  kowwaU 
be  eniirely  sate,  thovgh  1  have  never  tried  it  myself  aj»d  only  speak  from  inftirmatini 
derived  firom  othen.  Bo  far  as  my  personal  knowledge  is  concerned,  I  have  nevorhai 
any  difficulty  myartf,  exoept  in  the  places  I  spoke  of,  where  I  have  attwnptod  to 
a  speech. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QMStMoa.  Does  that  end  the  general  statement  you  wish  to  make,  Jndgo  T 
Answer,  Thi^t  ends  the  general  statement  up  to  the  time  that  I  becamo  dlotnet  st- 
UHrney.  I  was  appointed  district  attorney  soon  af&er  that  canvass. 
QiMrtiom  After  the  canvass  of  1870  f 
Anewer,  Yes,  sir ;  iost  after  that  I  was  appointed. 
Question.  State  whether  in  your  official  capacity,  since  your  appointmani  m  dU^Btt 
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atteney,  yon  bare  h«d  momIob  to  eztmhie  hilo  these  tSQeged  outrages  to  aseertdlTi 
wbether  tbey  b*To  ftetaaUy  ooeorred. 

Antwer,  The  first  difflevlty  that  WM  brought  to  my  notiee  in  my  oflScial  capacity 
was  au  oatra^  in  Coosa  Cotmty,  in  ^ooopoUty  preoinot. 

Qmrtian,  When  did  that  oeonr  f 

jMwer.  That  oconrred  this  year,  I  think.  It  was  in  Itie  last  of  last  year  or  some 
tiaie  in  the  first  of  this  year,  bnt  1  think  it  was  tliis  year. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Quewti^m,  That  is  in  Central  Alabwna  f 
Annoer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Quegtian.  Fkt>ceed  and  tell  tiie  partionlars. 

Anmver.  There  came  down  to  me  a  colored  man  named  Henry  Giles,  and  also  one 
named  Wiley  Williams.  Wiley  Williams  had  been  very  badly  whipped.  I  saw  the 
wounds ;  they  were  then  fresb.  Another  man  had  been  shot.  He  was  not  able  to 
come  down.  He  'afterword  came  down  and  I  saw  his  w«nmls.  Upon  their  afflda^t  I 
issaed  a  warrant  offaiost  a  colored  boy  whom  they  belieTed  wae  along  with  the  partr, 
though  not  being  ^le  to  certainly  identify  any  nan.  Upon  tliat  I  hada  very  thoroagh 
examination  before  a  commissioner. 

QumtioH^  Do  yon  speak  now  of  the  WilliaaBs  case  f  ^ 

2n$wer,  Ido. 

Qveatian,  State  all  the  particulars  that  yon  ascertained  upon  that  examination. 

Answer,  The  proof  showed  very  clearly  that  a  crowd  of  dtsgnlsed  men  had  gone  into 
the  neigfaborfaood  and  whipped,  I  think,  aboat  nine  or  ten,  and  shot  one  pretty  badly, 
and  shot  at  several  others  as  they  ran  :  and  at  the  same  time  had  bnrned  a  churcl£ 

Question,  Tne  colored  people's  church  t 

Answer.  A  colored  chnrch.  The  proofs  so  show.  The  nan  who  saw  tibem  when  tbey 
-went  to  the  church  and  burned  it  said  that  it  was  these  disgnised  men.  They  went 
to  one  place  where  there  was  a  qnilting,  and  there  they  whipped  Wiley  Williams. 
They  asked  him  how  he  voted  in  the  last  election.  He  toUA  them  that  he  did  not  know ; 
he  could  not  read«  They  asked  him  how  he  intended  to  vote.  He  asked  them  if  he  told 
them  would  they  whip  him.  They  said  they  would  not.  He  thou  told  them  he  had 
intended  to  vote  radical,  and  they  then  took  him  out  and  gave  him  a  very  severe 
-whipping.    I  know  he  was  whipped  severely,  for  I  saw  the  marks  upon  him. 

QuestUm.  Did  this  occur  in  daylight  or  in  the  night-time  f 

Answer,  In  the  night  about  11  or  12  o'clock.  They  went  to  an  old  man  by  the  name 
of  Jerry  Webb. 

QuestUm,  The  same  night  f 

Ansvfer.  The  same  night.  They  took  him  out  and  told  him  that  they  were  the  spirits 
of  confederate  soldiers  Just  fh>m  hell,  and  they  had  come  to  ran  every  damned  radical 
out  of  the  country,  and  for  him  to  give  notice  to  the  negroes  Hiat  they  mnst  not  too 
many  work  for  one  man :  that  the^r  mnst  scatter  out  so  that  al!  could  have  some— ^at 
is,  some  of  their  labor.  They  hit  him  two  or  three  licks,  but  only  one  that  hutt.  They 
laid  him  down  and  marked  off  his  grave,  and  told  him  they  were  eoming  back  again. 
That  same  night,  as  |  before  said,  tuey  shot  one  negro  who  attempted  to  run,  and  they 
shot  at  several  others. 

Questhn.  Did  they  visit  auy  other  houses  bosfidca  this  wlfeere  the  qniHing  was,  and 
Jerry  Webb's  f 

Answer.  Yes,  shr,  they  visited  several  othen,  aad  altogether  whiffped  nine  or  ten 
Dem>es,  all  of  whom  I  afterward  had  as  wituesses. 

Question,  How  large  wes  this  band  f 

Answer.  Thirty  or  forty,  they  said.  I  afterward  investigated tknt  asone  thing  belbre 
tbe  grand  jury,  but  on  neither  ef  the  trials  was  I  able  to  satMy  the  grand  jury  or  the 
commissioner  of  the  identity  of  tiie  persone  who  did  it.    I  thought  myself  that  X  had 

? roved  one  case,  but  they  did  not  think  ho.  In  the  investigation  beibre  the  grand  jnry 
sent  tip  and  summoned  two  white  men  from  the  neighborhood,  (me  by  the  name  of 
Maxwell — ^Allen  or  Ji^n  Maxwell,  I  don't  know  whioli->-tfae  largest  land-hcHder  there, 
and  a  man  for  whom  a  largo  x>ortion  of  these  negroes  worked.  I  examined  BlaxwcU 
-very  closely  as  to  the  character  of  these  negroes.  He  toM  me  it  was  good ;  that  there 
^vas  no  cause  for  that  outrage  that  he  knew  of,  except  what  was  alleged  at  the  time. 
Maxwell's  opinion  was  that  really  one  of  the  motives  was  to  alarm  the  negroes  who 
were  working  at  one  man's  so  tliat  they  could  themselves,  some  of  them,  hire  the 
negroes  for  little  or  nothing.  That  was  Maxwell's  notion.  When  this  negro  complained 
to  me,  before  I  took  out  the  warrant  I  went  myself  and  saw  General  ClMiton,  the  Gen- 
eral James  H.  Clanton  lately  killed.  I  saw  him  and  told  him  what  was  going  on,  and 
said  that  I  believed  he  could  do  perhaps  more  than  anybody  else  with  his  democratic 
friends  up  there  to  stop  this.  1  told  bim  these  negroes  said  they  woald  even  put 
up  wit3i  what  they  had  received  if  they  were  let  alone  and  allowed  to  go  home. 
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Clanton  wrote  a  leltor  op  Hbm^f  Mid'stjMted  tka  negra  np  witlir  tt.  This  ne^^etttrted 
to  go  up  there,  but  came  baek  and  told  xne  it  woald  not  <lo  at  alL  I  iae^  0\tmt4m  again 
on  the  street  and  told  him  aboat  the  negro.  I  belieTe  be  klieW  tlie  n^gm,  wbo  tiM  to 
belong  to  some  prominent  man  np  there.  While  wo  were  taltfiiijr  we  s4w  Crawford,  one 
of  the  wealthiest  men  in  that  eeanty,  and  called  him  over,  and  I  etatoed  to  httn  tbat  I 
wanted  to  get  him  to  use  his  influenoe  to  atop  tlial  tidngf  thatithat  was  all  I 
wanted  to  do.  Crawford  said  that  was  about  four  miles  and  a  half  from  his  neighbor- 
hood, and  that  things  were  going  on  there  very  badly,  but  that  he  cookl  do  no  good  in 
tiying  to  stop  it.  That  astonished  me,  and  I  asked  him  why.  He  said  that  they 
threatened  him  and  his  negroes,  and  that  his  negroes  were  getting  so  alarmed  that  be 
,wfla  afraid  he  would  not  be  able  to  keep  them  on  nis  farm  |  that  du  account  of  his  trying 
to  protect  his  negroes  they  had  become  so  prejudiced  agamst  him  that  he  thou^t  auy 
piopoeition  of  his  would  do  more 'harm  than  good. 

Qk^Uotu  At  what  time  did  yon  make  that  request  of  General  Clanton  t 

An9»er.  Soon  after  this  oeeuned.    It  was  last  spring. 

Qu4f$tion.  About  what  month  f 

Answer,  In  March,  I  think. 

QueaHon,  Did  you  make  as  fhll  a  statement  of  the  foots  to  General  Clanton  as  they 
had  come  to  your  knowledge,  as  you  have  made  to  the  committee  to-day  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  took  the  negro  to  him  and  showed  him  to  him  at  my  office,  and 

we  talked  it  all  over.    General  Clanton  wrote  this  sort  of  a  letter :  <*  I  cannot  believe 

that  honorable  men  will  be  engs^i^  in  soeh  business ;  but  if  they  are,  I  adTise  yon  by 

%11  manner  of  means  to  see  that  it  is  stopped.'^    That  was  the  tenor  of  his  letter  which 

ho  sent  by  the  negro. 

(Question,  Did  yon  express  to  General  Clanton  at  that  time  yonr  conviction  that  this 
was  a  part  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  f 

Anstoer.  I  told  him  I  thought  it  was. 

Qu€Bt4oH.  What  opinion  did  he  express  f 

Answer,  Ho  never  would  agree  with  me  that  it  was.  I  have  had  a  great  many  inter- 
views with  General  Clanton  on  the  subject.  He  always  said  that  he  could  not  be- 
lieve it. 

Question,  How  could  he  explain  it  f 

Answei',  Sometimes  he  thought  it  was  by  bad  boys ;  sometimes  one  thing  and  some- 
times another. 

QueBiion,  Yon  say  you  took  Williams  to  tiim  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  1  took  Giles  and  Williams  l>oth  to  him. 

Quest4an,  Did  he  examine  Williams  and  Giles t 

Annomr,  He  examined  tiiem  as  to  what  they  said  abont  It.  He  did  not  examine  to 
see  whether  they  had  been  whipped.  Giles  had  not  been  whipped ;  he  got  away  with- 
o.it  being  whipped. 

Qu48ti0n,  Was  there  any  pretext  fbr  whipping  Williams,  except  his  poUtica  T 

Answer,  Thai  was  all,  aa  I  learned  from  them.  That  was  alleged ;  and  npon  a  most 
thorough  examination  of  Mr.  Maxwell,  who  was  a  prominent  democrat,  for  whom  they 
worked,  he  stated  to  me  and  to  the  grand  jury  that  they  were  men  of  good  character 
and  behaved  themselves. 

(iu/sstion.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  this  crowd  that  whipped  Jerr^  Webb 
told  him  that  they  were  going  to  run  every  radical  out  of  the  country  f 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir,  that  is  what  Webb  swore  to. 

QMsti(m.  Do  you  say  that  Webb  is  a  tmthful  man  f 

Answer.  1  have  Allen  Maxwell's  word  for  it ;  he  said  he  was  a  truthful  and  good  man  ; 
it  was  either  Allan  or  John  MttcweU ;  he  lives  there  yet,  a  man  of  fifty  year*  and 
upwards. 

Qu^sHon,  What  effect  did  these  whippings  have  upon  the  negroes  in  tlie  nefgfabof- 
hood  aa  to  intimidation  f 

Answer,  As  to  any  voting,  there  has  been  no  voting  there  since,  unless  it  has  been  In  the 
late  county  elections.  It  had  the  effect  to  make  them  afraid  to  stay  at  homo  or  do 
anything,  and  I  learn  that  half  or  over  half  of  them  are  lying  ont  every  night  for 
i^ar  of  being  set  upon  again. 

Qusskon.  Yon  say  tiiat  these  marauders  said  they  were  spirits  of  confederate  dead  f 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir ;  so  the  witness  swore. 

Question,  Did  he  describe  the  disguises  t 

Amswer,  Yea,  sir ;  the  disguises  of  the  men  and  their  hoiBcs.  These  men  and  their 
horses  were  disguised  in  white  gowns,  and  the  horses  were  covered  with  white  sheets^ 
Thoy  wore  something  over  them,  a  long  cap  that  Just  left  their  eyes  ont ;  I  do  noc 
know  exactly  how,  but  they  were  all  iu  white. 

Que9thn.  And  armed  I 

Answer,  All  armed. 

Question.  To  this  day,  I  understand  you,  there  has  been  no  identific^ion  of  thii 
bandf 

Answer,  No  identification.    I  think  myself  I  know  one  of  them  fr6m  the  proof.   I 
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think  probably  the  eaptRW  WM  idmitifiMl,  hmt  whilub  it  wm  wtisiMtory  to myntB^ it 
WA»  uot  ^atiafiHsM^Ty  to  tbe  ^nd  Jury  or  the  oonuDinioiMr. 

QMSitwt^  Ax8  ^^a  4oQfi  with  your  ftUitemieDt  f 

An9u>m',  Ko.  sir ;  I  am  done  with  that  oaae. 

Que»H<m.  Will  you  proceed  to  any  other  case  yom  have  inTasiigated  f 

Answer,  The  next  case  I  investigated  before  a  oommiaBioner  was  a  oaee  in  M—on 
County. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  By  "  commissionor,''  you  mean  United  States  lomniissioner. 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  When  I  speak  of  commissioner  I  mean  United  States* 
sioner.  A  negro  named  Aaron  JLasaiter,  from  Maeon,  came  down  four  or  five  days 
the  whtpping  and  showed  me  decided  signs,  satisfyiu^  me  that  he  was  whip|iiady 
satisfying  others  in  rov  office.  He  swore  to  the  identification,  I  think,  oi  fiY«  mea.  I 
iasued  a  warrant  and  had  them  brought  down  before  United  States  ComaiasiaAec  Pat- 
ricky  and  they  were  tried. 

By  the  Chaibhan  : 

Qumtian,  What  did  the  proof  show  T 

Answer.  The  proof  of  Lassiter  and  his  wife  showed  that  those  men  came  to  his  house 
ftbout  12  or  1  o'clock. 

By  Mr.  Bucklet  : 

Question,  Atni^htf 

Answer:  At  ni^t.  That  they  were  men  he  was  at  work  for,  that  he  had  walked 
with,  and  ho  knew  well.  When  they  first  called  him  he  thought  they  were  joking,  Wt 
they  took  him  ont  and  ^ve  him  a  very  considerable  whipping.  From  his  testijBaay  I 
should  sav,  if  they  are  the  guilty  parties  at  all— that  is  ii  they  belonged  to  the  Ka- 
Klux— I  do  not  think  they  were  operating  in  the  regular  Eu-Klnx  oostume.  Thef 
were  disguised,  but  dccoraing  to  his  description  of  tbe  disguise  I  think  they  siMply 
had  Federal  overcoats  turned  wrong  side  out,  and  temi>orary  paper  caps  on. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  How  numerous  were  they  f 

Answer,  Either  five  or  six.  They,  in  their  defense,  proved  an  alibi,  as  the  United 
States  comimissioner  thought,  and  they  were  discharged^  That  was  before  the  last 
term  of  the  district  court  down  there.  At  the  last  term  of  the  district  court  I  pre- 
sented that  case  to  the  jg^rand  Jury,  and  they  found  a  bill  against  all  of  them  exoapt 
one.    That  is  still  pending  in  the  district  court. 

Question,  What  was  the  pretext  of  these  men  for  inflicting  that  whipping  t 

Answer.  The  pretext  alleged  for  whipping  him  waS;  as  he  swore--and  it  was  tke 
only  motive  I  could  set  at  from  examining  everybody  I  could  find— that  he  had  been 
working  for  oue  of  these  men  two  years,  and,  as  the  negro  said,  he  thought  he  was  not 
getting  the  paj"  he  ought  to  have ;  he  had  this  year  rented  a  little  place  and  was  euUi- 
vating  it  for  himself.  That  this  man  sent  for  him  to  go  and  do  some  work  for  lum»  he 
being  at  that  time  working  for  a  negro  in  the  neighborhood  in  order  to  get  the  negiVs 
horses  to  work  his  farm.  When  they  camo  they  told  him  they  would  leacn  him  how  to 
work  for  a  negro  instead  of  a  white  man.  In  that  same  case  the  negro  swore  that 
these  white  men  had  made  him  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  by  drawing  a  pistol  on  him 
when  he  wanted  to  vote  the  ropiiblican  ticket.  Qeneral  Clanton  himself  put  the  ques- 
tion tbat  brought  that  out.  I  had  not  asked  the  witness  anything  at  all  about  Us 
politics. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  for  whom  Lassiter  had  been  working  f 

Answer.  His  name  is  Cash;  I  forget  his  given  name;  he  is  a  man  of  propeity  tib^ 
lives  up  on  the  railroad. 

Question,  Did  the  proof  show  that  these  other  men  that  associated  with  him  wen 
f^m  that  neighborhood  f 

Answer,  One  of  them  was  a  man  driving  his  wagon  to  his  mill ;  the  other  had  wotkod 
at  bis  mill ;  two  others  wero  rolations  ot  his ;  one  named  Walker  and  the  other'aBame 
I  forget,  but  he  wus  living  io  the  neighborhood  also. 

Qwsiion.  How  far  did  they  take  him  from  his  house  f 

Jlnmccr.  About  fifty  or  one  hundred  yards,  I  think ;  so  near  that  his  wife  heard  it  all. 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  how  many  stripes  they  inflicted  on  him  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  ;  I  saw  distinct  sions,  myself^  of  three  or  four ;  I  think 
he  said  they  whipped  him  with  a  sort  of  stick;  i  think  his  testimony  was  thucly.or 
forty  lashes,  and  tbey  tben  told  him  that  if  he  told  it  they  would  kill  him,  and  aade 
liiui  promise  never  to  tell  it. 

Qu^tion.  Does  he  still  live  in  that  neighborhood  T 

Ansioei'.  He  is  now  living  close  by  Montgomery ;  he  went  down  thero  and  ia  thsre 
unless  he  has  left  thero  since. 
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Qmmii0n.  What  wm  Ids  matire  in  leaving  that  nei^bothooAt 

Answer,  Ho  wm  afraid  ta  live tiHro;  I  advised  hiia  ta  le^m.  Foaref  ttiaaa  men 
are  ander  indictmeot— all  but  one.  llie  one  whom  he  adatod  held  tlM  haiaea  wiUfa 
thev  whipped  him  was  not  indicted. 

QuesUon.  Arc  ^on  through  with  that  oaas  f 

Amtwer.  Tea,  sir. 

QueiUan.  Proceed  to  the  next  case. 

Afmoer,  The  case  which  I  believe  was  next  in  order  was  a  ease  in  whioli  a  colored 
man  came  np  from  the  lower  part  of  Montgomery,  down  toward  the  Pike  region,  and 
made  an  affidavit ;  he  had  been  whipped ;  there  is  no  qoeation  i^HHit  that ;  I  saw  lh« 
Marks ;  he  made  an  affidavit  against  some  fonr  or  Ave ;  five,  I  think ;  two  af  them  I 
kaaw  aie  named  Crenshaw ;  the  others^  names  I  forget;  they  were  arrested  and  bronghl 
11^  bafbffe  the  commissioner. 

QuttMon*  Yon  may  proceed  to  state  what  the  evidence  was  f 

Am9w$r,  He  swore  taat  these  men  were  disgnised,  bat  that  he  recognised  tiiem.  He 
said  he  recogniiied  them,  and  he  proved  their  identity ;  that  they  came  oue  night  about 
12  o'clock  and  took  him  out  and  gave  him  a  very  severe  whipping.    That  ha  was  whip- 

S)d  there  is  no  mistake,  for  I  saw  the  marks  of  the  stripes  soon  after  the  whipping, 
e  siud  that  they  alleged  that  the  caase  of  their  whipping  him  was  that  he  had  oeen 
too  intimate  with  a  white  girl  in  the  neighborhood  who  was  a  sort  of  an  idiot.  He 
swore  to  that  and  to  the  whipping.  They  really  made  no  defease,  but  demurred,  as 
they  said,  to  the  testimony,  and  stated  that  they  had  wliipped  him  beeadse  he  had  se- 
duced that  girl. 

Qnesiian,  They  stated  this  on  their  defense  f 

Mtmer»  They  did  not  make  their  defense.  They  merely  stated  it  while  they  were 
lEfiBff  this  case.  I  asked  the  man  if  ho  was  guilty  of  that  charge.  I  croes^xamiufd 
him^osely  to  find  out  whether  he  was  guilty.  He  stated  to  me  solemnly  and  swore 
tliat  he  never  had  an^  such  idea.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  would  have  troubled  ths 
oautts  with  the  case  if  I  had  been  right  well  satisfied  of  his  guilt. 

'^asftiofi.  Tlie  defendant,  you  say,  offered  noprt>of  f 

Answer.  None.    They  are  now  under  bond  to  apear  at  the  next  court. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Queetkm,  How  many  of  ihem  f 

Answer.  Four  or  five. 

i^nmHon.  Were  they  disguised  t 

Antswrnr.  Yes,  tAr,  fie  swore  that  they  were  disguised.  My  recollection  is  that  ho 
swore  that  they  were  disguised  by  wearing  some  clothes  of  an  unusual  sort ;  that  they 
were  not  in  the  regular  Ku-Klux jgarb,  but  they  were  disguised  and  he  knew  them  and 
knew  their  horses.  He  went  back  after  the  trial  was  over  to  within  six  miles  of  the 
place  to  live.  He  left  that  immediate  neighborhood.  A  day  or  two  after  his  wi£s  caise 
up  in  great  trouble  and  told  me  that  they  had  come  and  taken  him  off,  and  she  did  not 
knew  what  thev  had  done  with  him.  I  inquired,  but  could  not  get  any  information. 
Mid  I  went  to  the  sheriff  and  told  him  he  had  better  go  down  and  see  about  it.  He  said 
he  would.  In  the  mean  time  the  man  came  up  and  came  to  my  office,  and  told  me  that 
they  came  and  arrested  him  upon  a  warrant,  charging  him  with  bavins  raped  that 
white  girl,  and  took  him  down  to  a  little  place  called  Cublin  for  trial :  that  thev  had 
a  trial  and  bound  him  over  to  court,  aod  not  being  able  to  give  bail  tliey  started  hin 
teJadV  with  a  white  man  and  a  colored  man.  In  comiDg  along  up  the  white  man  whe 
had  him  in  ohai^  advised  him  that  he  had  better  leave  the  country.  He  answered  that 
he  oould  not  do  it ;  said,  '^  if  I  attempted  it  you  would  hurt  me.''  The  white  man  said 
he  would  not.  He  said  ^^  when  we  get  up  apiece  in  the  woods  vou  ask  me  to  get  off  and 
try  it.**  The  man  did  so.  He  took  off,  and  looked  back  after  he  had  gone  a  little  dis- 
taaro  and  saw  that  they  did  not  make  fbr  him,  and  came  off  and  came  to  Montgcnaerf 
where  I  was.  They  advised  him  to  leave  the  country.  *He  wanted  to  go  up  to  Cham- 
bers County  above  Opelika^  in  the  upper,  country.  He  is  now  somewnere  near  West 
Point.    That  is  the  last  I  knew  of  him. 

9««siMNi.  Do  you  recollect  his  name  t 

Answtir,  I  have  forgotten  at  this  time.' 

Qnestion.  State  whether  yon  made  any  inquiry  as  to  his  character  for  truthfulasis 
and  respectability? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  that  I  have  investigated  that^  fbr  I  have  not  had  an  ep* 
portnnity. 

(inetUon,  You  say  he  XH>intedly  denied  the  charge  made  fi^ainst  him  of  seduciiigtlM 
white  giiif 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  he  positively  denied  it.  I  could  state  that  it  created  some  doubt  is 
my  mind  from  the  fact  of  their  not  makiug  any  proof;  and  secondly,  beeaueo,  aa  I  have 
heard  since,  they  took  him  up  on  a  different  charge.  The  one  charge  was  rape;  ^ 
s^Umt  seduction. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley: 

42iMNi<Hk  Da  yon  think  if  lie  had  been  proven  gnUty  of  ft  rape  in  the  trial  at  Dablin 
tbey  iiv««]d  h«r«  let  him  escape  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  that  if  they  had  tboaeht  him  ^ilty  they  wonid  have  let  hiiti 
eecapo.  I  understand,  however,  that  the  giri  md  go  before  a  jnstioe  of  the  peace  and 
•wear  that  he  bad  raped  her. 

By  the  Chahucait  : 

Qum^n,  Was  she  am  inbeefle  f 

Answer,  I  only  know  what  he  and  his  wife  told  me.  Thov  said  she  was  not.  They 
said  she  was  ia  the  £Mnily-way,  and  If  this  thing  was  tme  they  said  tliat  it  will  soon 
develop  itself.    He  and  his  wife  dedared  there  was  no  snch  thing. 

By  Mr.  BucfOJCT : 

Qmmiion,  Do  yon  think  that  the  p«blie  MntfaneBt  of  the  oltieeDS  af  Montgomorv 
county,  e8i)eciaily,  would- have  tolerated  a  man  who  was  carrying  a  prisoner  to  jail 
char^sd  with  that  crime,  and  allowing  him  to  leave  if  i^irilty  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  would.  If  I  bad  been  satisHed  that  the  man  was  guilts  of 
seduction.  I  do  not  think  I  would  have  prosecoted ;  but  his  being  so  positive  in  declar- 
ing that  he  was  not  guilty,  and  their  not  attempting  any  proof,  and  it  turning  out 
a^erward  that  there  was  anotiber  offsnse  alleged,  mi&e  me  willing  to  prosecute,  aud 
to  see  what  was  the  pcoo£ 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qiiestion.  He  was  arrested  aotua4y  on  *  warrantf  *  > 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  he  was :  and  ta)c«i  b^re  a  Justice  of  the  peaoe,  and  oommittod  to 
jail. 

Question.  Did  he  identify  this  man  who  accompanied  him  wi^  a  edlered  man  to  the 
jau  as  one  of  the  party  that  inflicted  the  whipping  f 

Answer.  *No,  sir ;  and  what  astonished  me  more  than  aU,  was  that  this  man  who  let 
him  loose  was  a  man  I  had  some  alight  aoquaintaiiee  with,  and  who  was  not  extreme 
in  politics,  Jasper  Wilson,  by  name,  whom  you  luiow,  Mr.  Buckley.  I  had  staid  with 
him.  He  was  the  constable  that  let  this  man  get  away.  Kow,  that  astonished  me,  for 
Wilson  is  a  good  man,  at  least  "he  has  that  eharaoter  aad  i^peagance.  He  treated  ui 
very  kindly.    . 

QuesUon.  Aside  from  this  affidavit  which  the  girl  was  induced  to  make,  has  aay 
evidence  come  to  your  knowledge  to  show  that  this  ookmed  man  was  gnUty  of  the  thing 
imputed  to  him  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  iiothing  else  outside  of  that,  except  jost  what  I  heard  them  si^ 
about  the  seduction  when  it  was  on  triaL  The  next  caoe  I  had  was  tho  ease  of  a  naa 
named  Smith  Watley,  ir9m  Coosa  County. 

Qttes^on.  A  dolored  man  f 

Answer.  Tes,8ir;  that  occurred  at  a  eomparativel^  rsoent  period;  two  or  three 
months  ago.  He  came  down.  He  was  very  iMidly  whipped,  and  the  wounds  wars  very 
fbesh  when  I  first  saw  him.  He  made  an  aflSdavit  that  about  thirty  disguised  men 
came  to  his  house  and  took  him  out  and  gave  him  that  whipping  in  the  mght,  perhaps 
about  midnight  or  after.  They  wore  disguised  in  white,  with  white  caps,  the  regular 
white  Kn-Klux  disguise,  and  whipped  him  as  they  alleged,  beoaose  he  had  said  that  if 
ever  the  Ku-KLus  came  to  his  bouse  he  would  hurt  them.  He  identified,  I  think,  Ave 
men.  They  were  arrested  aud  brought  down  and  had  a  trial  before  the  comnussioner, 
and  were  discharged  upon  the  defense  of  an  alibi. 

Qaesnon.  All  five  of  them  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  five  of  them.  In  addition  to  his  own  testimony,  there  was  the 
testimony  of  his  wife  au4  brother-in-law,  and  an  old  colored  man  tlMit  lived  with  him. 
Strengthening  that  was  a  white  man,  who  swore  that  he  saw  what  looked  like  itmtgiit 
have  been  some  thirty  or  more  possiug  like  a  streak  of  whit4^in  the  night,  passing  his 
house  and  going  to  Watley*s  house,  about  half  a  mile  farther,  on  that  night ;  that  t^ 
-way  he  came  to  see  them  was,  the  dogs  kept  up  a  tremendous  howling  and  barking, 
and  he  got  up  aud  looked  out,  and  saw  thorn  goiug  down  tlie  road.  That  was  the  tes- 
timony of  a  white  man,  whose  name  I  do  not  rememl>er  now.  I  have  a  memorandum 
of  it  at  home. 

Quesium,  How  far  did  they  take  him  from  his  house  f 

Answer.  A  short  distance ;  I  think  only  across  the  lenoe. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  how  many  Imows  were  inflicted  t 

Answer.  I  think  he  said  they  hit  him  about  fifty  or  sixty.  He  was  pretty  battly 
whipped. 

Question.  Did  these  five  men  that  he  identified  live  in  that  neighborhood  t 

Answer.  They  lived  five  or  six  or  eight  or  teu  miles  from  there.  They  did  sot  live  in 
the  immediate  neigh horhood. 

Question.  They  proved  that  they  were  at  home  that  night  f 


53$         CONDITION   OP  AffPAIBS  IN   Tfl£   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Answer,  At  home,  or  eonae  other  plAce.    Oae  of  them.  Doctor  Leonard,  pro^td  by  a 
man  that  lived  with  him  that  lio  was  at  home;  thai  h«  weatl|MDeabeat  11  o'elookaad 


laid  dowQ  on  his  bed,  having  lit  his  lamp.    A  man  who  slept  in  the  roMn  said  1m 
awake  dnrini^  the  night,  and  read  there  by  his  lamp  aU  ni^ht. 

Question,  Did  the  commieaioner  discharge  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  his  proof  of  an  alibi.  The  others  proved  alibis,  but  of 
different  characters ;  men  that  went  to  bed  with  them  in  the  same  house,  and  knew 
that  tbey  conld  not  have  got  ont  without  their  knowing  it,  or  other  proof. 

QtiesUon,  Do  you  recollect  of  their  making  any  threats  t^  tliis  obloredman  if  besboidd 
tell  on  tiiem  f  >  . 

Answer,  He  swore  that  the^  said  if  he  ever  told  on  them  they  would  kill  him.  They 
have  all  been  sworn  to  tiiat,  in  all  canes  that  I  have  ever  had. 

Question,  Has  he  left  that  neighborhood  ? 

Answer,  He  has  been  back  a  few  times,  looking  after  his  business,  but  very  quietly. 
He  is  spending  his  time  at  Montgomery)  and,  I  reckon,  is  there  now.  He  is  a&ald  to 
go  back  to  live. 

Question,  Yon  say  his  statement  was  verified  by  the  testimony  of  his  wi&  asd 
brother f 

Ansioer,  His  brother-in-law,  not  his  brother,  and  an  old  man  who  was  living  in  one 
end  of  the  same  house,  a  colored  man. 

Question,  You  say  his  person  exhibited  abundant  proof  of  the  truth  of  his  statement  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    There  was  no  doubt  about  his  being  whipped. 

Question,  Does  that  finish  all  that  you  wish  to  state  f 

Answer,  There  is  one  other  case  that  I  will  mention,  that  I  know  of  by  certain  eri- 
denee  having  occurred  in  Coosa  County.  It  was  an  examination  before  a  errand  j^rj 
of  a  white  man.  I  think  his  name  is  Lafayette  Thomas.  I  had  heard  of  the  transac- 
tion, as  of  a  great  many  others,  and  I  had  heard  that  he  knew  something;  about  it.  I 
sent  for  him,  and  he  proved  that  some  time  last  year — ^I  do  not  remember  the  exact 
date— there  was  an  old  colored  man  of  about  seventy,  a  blacksroitli,  who  lived  on  his 
places  against  whom  he  know  nothiu]?  except  that  the  old  negro  was  a  little  quarretsome 
amon|;  the  negroes.  I  forget  the  old  man's  name,  but  this  man  Thomas  stated  that 
one  night,  some  time  lata  in  the  night,  twenty  or  thirty  x^rsons — it  Is  my  recollection  of 
the  number  as  he  gave  it^-of  disg^sed  men,  ^ith  white  govms  and  caps,  rode  up  to 
his  house  and  inqnired  for  this  old  negro  and  other  parties.  He  said  that  he  told  tnem 
where  this  old  negro  lived,  whicli  was  a  short  distance  ih)m  his  house,  on  his  phice. 
That  they  went  on  in  that  direction,  and  some  time  afterward  the  old  ne^o  sent  for 
him,  and  when  he  got  down  there  the  old  n^ro  was  very  badly  whipped,  Und  fhede 
men  were  around  there.  He  said  that  they  lefk,  and  they  were  so  disguised  that  he 
did  not  know  any  of  them.  I  had  heard  that  the  old  negro  had  died  iVoxn  this  out- 
rage, but  ho  said  that  was  a  mistake ;  that  the  negro  got  up  again,  and  was  able  for  a 
time  to  work  in  the  blacksmith-shop,  and  he  had  seen  him  there  at  work ;  but  he  had 
died  since.    The  negro  is  now  dead. 

Question,  Did  he  moke  this  statement  under  oath  9 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  stated  that  under  oath.  In  addition,  he  said  that  some  tfme 
before  that,  while  he  (Thomas)  was  from  home,  he  had  a  coru-crib  burned,  attid.  at  first 
there  was  some  suspicion  that  this  old  negro  might  have  hod  some  hand  in  it.  I  aaked 
him  if  ho  afterward  became  satisfied  whether  the  old  negro  hod  or  had  not  done  it. 
Ho  said  he  had  become  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  old  negro  hod  nothing  to  do  with  it 
whatever ;  tliat  it  was  done  by  a  white  man,  who  hod  since  mn  away  from  the 
county. 

Question,  Did  Mr.  Thomas,  in  his  statement,  give  you  the  pretext  for  the  n^ipping 
of  this  negro  f 

Answer,  He  said  he  had  heard  no  pretext,  but  he  suspected  that  the  bomiBg  of  his 
crib  might  have  had  something  to  do  with  it.  I  asked  him  particularly  as  to  tbfi 
oharaeter  of  the  old  negro.  He  said  that  he  knew  nothing  against  his  oharactar,  ex- 
cept that  he  was  regarded  as  oid,  and  childish,  and  quarrelsome. 

Qtiestion,  You  say  he  was  very  badly  whipped  f 

Afiewer,  Yes,  sir;  he  said  he  was  very  badly  whipped. 

Question,  By  twenty  or  thirty  persons  T 

Anewer,  Yes,  8ir<  He  went  down  there,  and  these  men  were  scattered  aroand  tiuss, 
and  soon  they  went  off. 

Question.  Did  be  describe  them  as  disgnlsed  after  the  manner  of  Ku-Klux  f 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir,  with  cowns.  I  asked  what  the  negro  wanted  with  him.  He  ssad 
that  when  he  got  down  tnere  the  negro  said,  **  Massa,  these  men  have  whipped  tw^  sud 
made  me  aokuowledge  that  I  burnecT your  crib,  but  I  did  not  do  it,  and  i  wanted  t» 
bring  you  here  and  tell  you  that  I  did  not  do  it.  I  said  thai  to  keou  from  k^DS 
whipped.'' 

Question.  Were  these  ii^nries  supposed  to  have  contribated  to  the  old  miin's  deMb! 

Anstocr,  I  have  no  knowledge  ot  that.  The  fii-^t  account  I  had  was  that  tll«!rk^ 
whipped  him,  and  he  had  died  a  few  days  afterward ;  but  when  T  examined 
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he  flaid  ibe  oetfro  ffot  tip  so  as  to  be  able  to  work,  for  he  had  eeen  him  at  work  a  month 
aflerward  in  tne  snop^  and  afterward  I  uuderBtood  that  he  woe  dead.  I  do  not  know 
<^  what  he  died. 

Question,  When  did  that  •eeor  f 

Answer,  That  occurred  some  time  last  yeac 

By  Mr.  Buckubt  : 

Quesium,  The  other  cases  yon  mentioned  I  think  yon  stated  oeouned  tbia  year  f 
Answer,  Tea,  sir,  all  the  others.  i 

By  the  Chaibman: 

Queetkm.  If  yon  are  through  with  Coosa  County,  give  any  other  oases  that  came  ta 
your  knowledge. 

Anetcer,  One  case  came  to  my  knowledge  that  I  was  investigating  before  the  grand 
jury  in  Macon  County. 

Questiom.  Will  you  give  us  the  particulars  of  thatf 

Answer,  Last  year,  T  do  not  remember  what  time  in  the  year,  they  had  a  diffioulty 
there  at  a  negro  political  meeting,  and  that  seemed  to  bo  amoug  themselves  so  far  as 
any  facts  that  I  could  get.  One  or  two  of  the  negroes  were  shot.  Alston  was  shot  in 
his  house  afterward  by,  or  supposed  to  be  by,  negroes.  A  lew  nights  after  that,  or  some 
short  time  after,  the  negroes  were  holding  a  religious  meeting  in  a  churoh,  and  I  think 
myself  the  proof  developed  tbat  those  who  attached  it  thought  that  they  were  holding 
a  political  meeting  probably.  A  crowd  of  disguised  men  came  up  in  the  niffht — it  was 
a  night  meetiug^and  fired  into  the  church,  as  the  proof  developed.  I  had  one  of  the 
men  t^ho  was  shot  brouffht  befoi:o  the  grand  jury.  They  killed  on»-*-I  am  not  certain 
but  more — ^and  wounded  two  or  three. 

Question.  Did  you  investijg^to  the  particulars  of  that  case,  and  aaoeiiain  whether 
these  disguised  Uicu  were  white  or  black  ? 

Answer,  They  were  in  disguise,  and  nobody  could  identify  them  either  as  o<4oc«d 
or  anything  else.  # 

Question,  What  was  the  character  of  the  disguise  f 

Answer,  As  well  as  I  remember  it  was  something  of  tibis  Ku-Klux  disguise  which 
they  bad  on.  I  never  was  able  to  osccrtaia  who  cud  it,  nor  has  anybody  ev^r  been 
punished  for  it  I  investigated  that  before  the  last  grand  jury,  but  I  could  not  idantilr 
them.  I  have  got  some  witnesses  sinco,  from  whom«  I  think,  jx^oUably  I  may  get  hold 
of  some  of  the  parties. 

Question^  How  long  after  the  political  meeting  did  this  religions  meeting  oconr  f 

Answer,  It  was  a  short  time ;  I  do  not  remember  how  long. 

Question,  Did  the  evidence  show  that  there  wa^  a  conuection  between  the  two? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  except  the  negroes  had  just  met  there  to  hold  a  religious  meetinft 
and  it  was  shot  into,  and  that  it  was  done  by  a  crowd  of  disguised  men.  It  produood 
such  confusion,  aud  running,  and  scattering  that  nobody  could  tell  much  about  it. 

Question,  Dues  that  finish  all  that  you  know  in  issgard  to  that  transaction  f 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir. 

13^  Mr.  BucKUBY : 

Question,  Will  you  now  pass  from  tbat  section  of  the  State  or  county  t 

Answer.  I  believe  so.  I  have  beard  accounts  given  to  me  of  a  gi'eat  many  other  things, 
but  I  have  not  had  sworn  statements  about  them. 

Question,  Then,  with  the  permission  of  the  chairman,  I  will  ask  a  few  questions  belore 
you  leave  that  particular  section.  In  your  investigation  of  these  oases,  before  the 
United  ^taf OS  comraissioner,  did  you  find  it  difficult  to  identify  parties  ? 

Aneicer,  £streincly  difficult,  and  the  only  parties  I  ever  had  identified  were  the 
parties  I  have  given. 

Question,  This  difficulty  ^ows  out  of  the  ficKst  that  these  outrages  are  committed  in 
the  night  and  b^  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  have  spoken  several  times  of  parties  proving  aa  alibi.  Is  that  the 
general  form  of  defense  in  the  cases  you  have  tried  f 

Ans^cer,  I  have  never  tried  a  case  yet  where  that  defense  was  not  made,  exc^t  the 
cftse  I  spoke  of  where  that  colored  man  was  whipx>ed,  and  they  made  no  defense  at  alL 

Question^  But  iu  all  other  cases  the  alibi  was  resorted  to  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    In  every  other  cose.  I  bslievo,  the  alibi  is  the  defense. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  a  question  of  labor  and  remarked  that  a  witness  had  said 
that  he  beard  these  disguised  men  declare  that  the  colored  men  must  scatter  out.  To 
what  extent  does  that  effort  to  control  the  labor  extend,  in  your  opinion  i 

Anmcer,  Two  coses  I  have  given ;  then  from  what  I  learned  from  Mr.  Crawford  in  a 
long  conversation  I  had  with  him — all  of  which  I  have  not  given — it  seems  to  me  to  be 
i>rorty  prevalent  in  that  region  of  country  particularly. 

Question.  In  all  the  cases  you  have  examined,  have  you  found  any  case  in  whieh 
persons  belonging  to  the  democratic  party  have  been  whipped  or  scourged? 
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Answer,  In  no  instance  do  t  remember  any  sncb  cade  Hhat  I  have  examined  myself. 
We  have  got  a  caae  pending  in  the  dfstrfet  conrt  that  was  not  got  np  by  ma^  alt&iu^ 
I  present^  the  bill.  He  was  boand  over  at  the  instaiice  of  other  parties.  That  is  toe 
ease  a^inst  Molligan  and  a  colored  man.   A  man  named  Smith  was  whipped  by  Hnlll- 

San.  Both,  as  I  understand  it,  are  democrats.  That  was  a  personal  matter  as  I  oo- 
erstand  it.  Old  man  Mnllijjran  and  Smith  had  had  some  iransacttone  about  which 
they  were  likely  to  go  to  law,  and  Stpith  published  upon  Malligan  a  yery  severe  pob- 
licatfon,  and,  ir  untme,  a  vety  severe  libel,  and  Mulligan,  as  the  allegation  waa,  way- 
laid him  on  the  road,  with  a  colored  man,  and  cavo  Inm  a  very  severe  drubbing.  For 
that  Smith  employed  lawyers  to  prosecute,  and  they  saw  proper  to  bring  it  into  the 
United  States  conrt.  An  imlictment  has  been  found.  There  is  no  preteoflp  in  tkU 
tase  that  there  is  anything  like  Rn-Kluxing  in  it.  They  Just  waylaid  the  man  on  the 
road,  and  he  has  indicted  them  for  confederating  and  bandiog  together.  They  are  all 
democrats,  and  there  is  no  pretense  of  their  being  Ku-Klux.  Therefore  I  did  not  spnk 
of  the  case.  That  is  the  ouly  case  I  know  of  anybody  being  whipped  or  inifttreat<w  by 
any  of  these  bands  except  republicans. 

Qw$H(m.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  man  being  convicted  by  the  Stato  coiirte  &r 
^tting  on  a  disguise  and  trespassing  on  the  person  or  property  of  a  citizen  of  the 
State  f  .  ^ 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  that  imch  a  conviction  has  yet  been  had  in  this  8tal0|  and  to 
ftvr  as  1  know  there  are  very  few  sach  iudicCments  in  the  State,  Over  h^e  in  Usao- 
itone  they  have  got  some  of  them  in  jail,  but  in  that  region  of  which  you  a^  no 
indictment  has  been  fbund. 

By  the  CuMmuiS  i 

Question.  Now  resume  the  narrative  yon  were  giving  of  the  casesyon  have  examined  f 

Answer.  Hie  next  case  I  exaniined  was  a  case  i  was  called  up  uere  to  examine  in 
Hnntsville.  The  witnesses  in  that  case  I  presume  you  will  have  befocv  yoo.  The 
«olorsd  man  is  here;  the  white  nian,  Gcjiodloe,  may  not  be  here. 

Question.  Do  you  refer  to  the  ease  of  Henderson  t 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  a  case  in  which  the  allegation  is  that  a  baud  of  diagal»ed 
aoeo  took.  Henderson  out  tn  ttie  night-time  and  attempted  to  drown  him,  and  probali^ 
ihengirt  the^  had  drowned  htm.  He  swore  that  he  recognized  tlireo  of  these  wen— 
Holteapfde,  Molone,  and  Lindsay.  There  were  Ave  men  in  the  party,  of  whom  he  re- 
cognized only  three.    I  investigated  that  case  here.    Tbey  proved  an  alibi. 

By  Mr.  Buciaj;Y : 

QuesUon,  Will  yon  state  the  time  when  this  occurred  t 

Answer.  It  oeenrred  a  Uttle  over  a  month  ago.  It  was  right  firesh  when  t  came  op 
Jieve* 

By  the  Chaxbman  : 

QucatUm.  Was  it  in  liadison  Cannty  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  this  occurrence  took  place  in  Colbert  Connl^.  and  they  'vrere  tmyoght 
here.  It  was  investigated.  Now  as  to  whether  or  not  that  thing  was  done,  the  evi- 
dence was  this.  He  swears  it  was  done,  because  he  had  got  into  a  difficulty  wtth  fkesi 
about  his  labor,  and  one  of  them  having  threatened  him  he  had  him  boand  ov«r.  This 
party  alleged  that  his  going  to  law  was  the  cause  of  this  affair.  Heoderaon  says  t^y 
tied  him;  but  he  will  G[ive  you  a  detailed  statement.  I  will  onlv  sav  that  he  tes^fied 
that  they  tied  him,  and  threw  him  into  the  river.  I  will  not  take  time  to  go  over  it 
In  the  Investigation,  while  I  could  see  no  marks  on  his  person,  as  in  the  cases  of  tin 
parties  whipped,  Mr.  Goodloe,  a  white  man,  who  saw  him  next  mornine,  took  tiie  txack 
which  the  negro  said  he  had  traveled ;  where  he  said  they  had  t^en  mm ;  wbcve  th^ 
hod  a  little  fire ;  where  he  got  on  the  horse  at  the  corner  of  a  fence;  where  thoy  took 
him  to  the  river  and  put  him  in;  and  where  he  crawled  oat;  and  the  prints  of  ^ 
arms  showed  where  he  crawled  out ;  where  he  was  On  a  stump,  &c.,  all  that  was  cor- 
roborative of  Henderson's  statement  before  the  commissioner.  Mr.  Goodloo  also  swore 
that  when  Headenoa  came  in  the  next  morning  he  had  on  his  arms  marks  where  akxB 
was  slipped  ofif  as  an  abrasnre  made  in  coming  out  of  the  water.  His  eyes  were  blood- 
shot, at  a  man  nearly  stmngled.  In  that  case  the  three  parties  that  he  identified  were 
disohai^ied  i^on  proof  of  an  alibL 

Qaestton.  Is  Mr.  Goodloe  a  man  of  good  character  and  standing  f 

Answer.  A  man  of  as  good  character  and  standing  as  any  I  reckon  in  Novtii  Jk3aban»< 
and  one  of  the  most  wealthy  before  the  war. 

Question.  You  heard  his  statement  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  and  I  think  I  never  heard  a  thing  better  corroborated  in  my  lilb. 

QuostUm.  As  we  shall  have  Henderson  before  us,  probably,  you  may  pass  from  Uui 
case. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  will.  The  next  I  had  >:nowledge  of,  but  which  I  did  not  axaoiiBe, 
esoept  that  I  tidked  with  the  witnesses  whom  you  will  have  here,  is  a  oase  UxsJi  ooe&ncd 
over  m  Limestone  County. 
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Questhn.  Ton  lefer  to  what  case  t 

Answer.  Tho  case  of  Weir.  One  Hian  is  in  Jail  horo  now  for  that.  I  will  say  that,  in 
that  county  I  think  there  are  six  or  seven  men  indicted  iu)der  the  State  Ku-Klax 
law,  who  are  now  in  Jail  in  addition  to  those  hero  in  jaiU  I  was  telegraphed  to  go  over 
and  hold  a  conference  there.  I  went  over  and  held  a  conference  with  the  man  there. 
Jndge  8panldh)^y  the  United  States  commissioner,  a  repnblioan ;  Judge  Common,  the 
]»obate  jtidjee,  a  republican ;  Daniel  Coleman,  the  oounty  solicitor,  a  democrat,  aa^ 
then  witn  all  the  leading  democrats  about  toT\*n.  Most  of  the  white  men  aie  democrats. 
Some  of  them  were  in  roror  of  my  commancing  an  immediate  proeeention.  The  State 
was  prosecuting.  Some  of  them,  peihaps,  thought  differently.  I  conferred  with  them 
f^ly,  and  seeing  the  vigor  with  which  the  State  was  prosecnting,  I  beUeved  if  there 
was  anvthing  ih,  appearance,  that  if  they  ever  tried  a  man  and  proved  him  guilty,  they 
wonld  be  vcrf  apt  to  convict  him,  and  I  came  to  the  conclusion,  t&f  the  present,  to  leave 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  State. 

Questkm,  You  speak  now  of  Weir's  case  t 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  and  I  advised  both  of  the  parties  and  Coleman  that  if  they  oould 
convict  under  the  State  law  of  Alabama,  whicn  is  quite  ns  severe  as  any  law  of  Con- 
p^ss,  that  I  thought  the  eifect  of  it  would  be  better  even  than  to  convict  nnder  the 
United  States  law.  I  said  I  would  not  interfere  with  tho  United  States  law  until  they 
showed  what  they  could  do,  as  I  thought  that  would  have  a  better  impression. 

QnesHtm.  Do  you  recollect  tho  act  passed  by  your  le^latnre,  entitled  *^  An  act  lor 
the  snppression  of  secret  organizations  of  men  disguising  themselves  fbr  the  purpose 
of  committing  crimes  and  •ntrages,''  approved  December  ^  1868 1 

Anmcer.  Tes,  sir ;  in  which  it  is  provided  that  the  mere  having  on  of  disguises  is  evi- 
dence oi  intent,  and  punishing  the  ofiense  with  twenty  years  imprisonment  in  the 
penitentiary.  As  I  did  not  intend  to  stay  up  here,  I  aothorisea  Dan  CdenMm  to  use 
my  name  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  any  of  these  eases  that  he  thought 
proper. 

QueetUm.  Before  we  pass  from  this  matter,  I  wish  to  call  yonr  attention  to  the  pre- 
amble of  this  act  to  wnich  I  have  Just  referred,  and  read  it  to  you  and  inquire  of  you 
how  far  the  recitals  are,  within  your  knowledge  and  information,  tme : 

"  Whereas  there  is  in  the  possession  of  this  general  assembly  ample  and  nndonbted 
evidence  c^  a  secret  organization  iu  many  parts  of  this  State,  of  men  who,  under  the 
covet  of  masks  and  other  ^otesqne  disguises,  armed  with  knives,  revolvers,  and  other 
deadly  weapons,  do  issue  fiom  tho  places  of  their  rendezvous,  in  bands  of  irrcater  or  less 
number^  on  foot  or  mounted  on  horses  in  like  manner  disguised,  generally  in  the  late 
hoars  of  the  night,  to  commit  violence  and  outrages  upon  peaceable  and  law-abiding 
citizens,  robbing  and  murdering  them  upon  tho  hijgn  way,  and  entering  their  houses,  tear- 
ing them  from  their  homes  and  the  embrace  of  thohr  fomilies,  and  n  ith  violent  threats  and 
insults  inflicting  upon  them  the  most  cruel  and  inhuman  treatment ;  and  whereas  this  or^ 
^anlzation  has  De<M>me  a  wide-spreatl  and  alarming  evil  in  this  Commonwealth,  disturb- 
ing the  public  peace,  ruining  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  people,  and  in  many 
places  overriding  the  civil  authorities,  defVing  all  law  and  Justice,  or  evading  detec- 
tion by  the  darkness  of  the  night  and  with  their  hideous  costumes :  Therefore, 

" Section  1,  Beit enwsM^  fa 

My  inquiry  relates  to  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  law,  the  preamble  of  which  I 
have  read,  and  which  was  approved  Deoerabet  d6, 1808. 

Answer,  I  think  when  tiiat  act  was  passed  there  was  no  doubt  about  it,  and  I  think 
to  some  extent,  the  same  thing  yet ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  as  bad  now  as  it  was  then. 
I  think  thinfl|s  are  growing  better. 

Question,  xon  may  resume  your  narrative. 

Answer.  I  have  said  all  I  bolievo  that  I  wanted  to  say  about  Limestone.  I  left  that 
case  under  the  charge  of  the  citizens  and  State  aathorities. 

By  Mr.  BscK :  . 

QuestUnt.  You  have  not  given  us  any  idea  of  what  that  Limestone  difficulty  was 
about. 

Answer.  I  can  give  very  shortly  Just  abont  what  theit  was.  There  has  been  a  bad 
state  of  things  in  that  county  ^  a  good  while.  They  have  got  seven  or  eight  men  in 
jail  there,  indicted  under  thia  Km-Kiux  law.  The  particulars  of  their  cases  I  know 
nothing  about.    It  is  fer  this  late  transaction  that  Hoete  is  brought  hete  and  in  Jail. 

By  Mr.  BucKLET: 

QmetMxm.  Was  Mo<««  tried  before  the  commissioner  here  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  waived  examination.  Ho  is  indicted  under  the  State  law,  and 
Tvaa  bound  over  by  tho  probate  judge— Judge  Common,  An  okl  man  by  the  name  of 
Weir  has  lived  in  that  county  iox  a  great  many  years.  He  was  a  strong  Uuion  man 
before,  during,  and  has  been  since,  the  war.  Hu  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  before  tJbe 
war.  During  Pattou's  administration  he  was  not  a  justice.  When  Smith  came  in* 
be  was  again  appointed  justice  of  the  peacd.    He  is  a  farmer,  and  owns  a  little  lana 
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oyer  there,  and  is  also  a  meohanic    80  far  as  I  ooidd  leam  tptan  anybo^  ks  "wasa 
man  who  had  always  sustaipod  a  iMt  abaractor  and  reputation. 

By  the  Cbairkait  : 

V^ifoi^toa*  la  he  a  white  man! 

Ammir.  Yes,  air;  as  a  mechanic  he  ha4  engaged  to  work  for  a  man  named  BUir  aad 
Has  man  lioore,  and  probably  by  their  contract  they  were  to  pay  him  in  corn.  They 
were  running  a  distillery,  for  which  there  is  a  warrant  out  now  on  the  ground  that  tt 
is  illicit.  As  he  stated  to  me  he  novor  could  cot  his  com  when  he  would  send  for  it, 
but  they  were  always  ready  to  send  him  wnisky.  Thoy  being  men  of  more  power 
and  means  than  he  was,  he  could  do  nothing.  Ho  fell  upon  the  plan  to  have  his  wife 
go  to  them  and  tell  them  not  to  let  him  have  any  more  whisli;y.  Tbey  asked  him 
•about  that  and  he  said  what  hia  wife  said  was  right.  Then  they  had  somo  difficolty 
about  that.  He  moved  his  tools  away  from  that  siiop  to  his  own  shop.  One  of  the  10 
sent  for  him  to  come  down  to  that  shop  to  do  a  Job  ot  work.  He  told  them  he  woold 
do  it  if  they  would  send  it  up  to  his  shop ;  but  he  could  not  go  there  to  do  it.  Tbey 
got  into  a  controversy  about  thq^  This  was  in  March.  Finaliv  they  charged  that  be 
had  advised  a  couple  of  negroes  to  take  a  couple  of  mules  and  leave.  He  said  it  was 
not  true ;  that  the  negroes  nod  oomplaiuod  to  uim  that  the^  woold  not  pay  tor  Uieu. 
He  said  that  they  came  to  him  for  advice,  and  he  had  advised  them  if  they  could  not 

fet  their  pay  from  these  people  to  go  and  work  for  those  who  wonld  pay  them*  They 
rooght  up  the  negroes,  one  or  both  of  them,  and  the  negroes  corroborated  these  other 
men  in  theit  statement  which  the^  then  made ;  but  they  si^  now  that  they  were  made 
to  do  it.  Upon  that  these  parties  took  him  out  and  gave  him  a  severe  whipping 
lynched  him.  That  was  in  March.  They  wore  not  in  disguise  then,  and  he  knew  m 
these  men.  He  had  th*ought  to  J  ust  leave  the  country.  Some  of  the  citizens,  however, 
advised  him  against  it  jEHually  lie  weut  and  iudicted  them  under  the  State  law  fat 
lynching.  He  became  afitiid  to  stay  there  then  and  went  ofT  into  Mississippi.  Court 
was  am^roaohing.  It  wfis  about  last  Sunday  two  weeks  v^m  when  this  last  thing  occur- 
red. One  week  from  that  time — that  is,  the  Monday  following  the  time  when  they 
took  him  out — the  probate  court  was  to  bo  held,  when  these  parties  were  to  be  tried. 
He  had  come  back  home  and  was  at  work,  with  the  shcrifT,  across  the  river  fbom  where 
these  parties  lived.  On  Sunday  he  came  home  and  his  wife  told  him  sho  did  not  think 
he  was  safe ;  she  had  seen  so  many  men  moving  about.  Within  about  ten  minotee 
after  he  got  there,  and  Just  as  he  was  ^oing  for  his  coat  to  gp  out,  he  was  surrounded 
by  five -men  in  disguise.  They  took  him  out  a  piece ;  tied  him ;  blindfolded  him,  and 
started  off  with  him.  They  got  some  distance— I  do  not  know  exactly  how  fikr — and 
they  put  a  rope  around  his  neck  and  put  it  up  over  a  limb.  He  thinks  they  intended 
to  hang  him,  and  probably  wonld  have  done  it,  but  whon  they  put  him  up  the  rope 
broke.  Thov  then  tied  the  rope  and  started  and  drew  him  up  au:ain,  but  did  not  draw 
him  off  his  feet,  and  finally  let  him  down.  He  was  blindfolded  at  this  time,  bat  he 
could  hear  the  men  coming  in  and  going  out  all  the  time.  He  thinks  there  were  fifteen 
or  sixteen  men  coming  in  and  going  out.  The  reason  they  did  not  hiuig  him  seems  to 
be  that  they  had  heard  in  town  of  his  being  carried  off^  and  the  sheriff  and  the  oonnty 
solicitor  got  up  squads ;  each  one  got  up  a  seperate  squad  and  started  out  after  these 
parties. 
Question,  Were  they  citizens  of  the  plooe  that  he  heard  going  back  and  forth  t 
Answer,  He  could  not  tell  who  they  were;  but  the  presumption  is  that  they  wcie 
members  of  their  Klau.  Ho  thinks  they  were  putting  out  se^tmels  to  hoar  and  aee. 
They  finally  took  him  to  the  river.    On  Monday  they  took  him  to  the  river. 

By  Mr.  Bbck  : 

Question,  Took  him  to  the  river  in  the  day-time  t 

AMvoer,  Yes,  sir.  They  took  him  there  and  ducked  him  a  great  many  times  antU  he 
was  nearly  dead.  Finally,  they  took  him  out.  When  thoy  took  him  to  the  river  they 
took  off  his  blindfidd.  Then  they  tied  about  twenty  pounds  of  rook  te  his  neck  and 
dragged  him  through  the  river  until ,he  was  nearly  choked  uqd  drowned,  and  took  him 
out  on  the  bank ;  and  thev,  no  doubt  having  hei^  that  he  was  being  searched  fivr, 
told  him  they  had  concluded  to  spare  his  life  upon  one  condition :  that  w^oa,  tiiat 
they  would  keep  him  a  prisoner  mitil  after  the  trial  which  was  to  be  had,  while  he 
was  to  write  back  to  his  wifo  and  daughter  that  he  wa^  out  00  a  spree,  that  nobodr 
was  halting  or  intended  to  hurt  him,  that  he  would  be  at  home  in  good,  time,  ao^ 
they  must  not  go  to  court.  After  court,  they  said,  they  would  release  nim,  and  then 
ho  was  to  always  tell  this  tale,  and  If  he  ever  told  ^hat  they  really  had  done  trith  Wm, 
they  wonld  be  certain  to  come  and  kill  him.  Meantime,  the  citizens  were  clom  aHer 
them,  and  they  took  him  out  in  some  swamp  and  kept  him  chained  all  night.  Ftnidly, 
on  Tuesday,  they  turned  him  loose — perhaps  Moore  and  another  man  alone  were  wfUi  him. 
They  turned  him  looose  upon  a  solemn  i>rom1se  never  to  divulge  theae  things,  and  tdftr^ 
•his  family  and  go  ri^ht  off.  He  went  home  intending  to  do  so,  thinking  himself  ansol^: 
hut  meantime  the  citizens  found  it  out,  and  went  there  and  wonld  not  allow  hlui  \fip» 
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ftwty,  Mt  took  liim  to  town  and  tuiid  the  tiling  muBt  bo  prosecatnd ;  that  it  bad  gone  too 
far.  In  the  mean  time,  Jolmsou  and  Oi  hson ,  two  men  proseeo ted,  faavo  ran  off  fiom  the 
conntry,  and  Moore  is  here  in  Jail.  Now,  if  I  waa  to  give  my  opinion  as  to  how  much 
polities  has  to  do  with  the  original  thing,  I  wonid  say  this,  from  what  I  hare  talked 
there.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  original  lynohing  was  done  from  pditieal  feelinf^,  but 
I  believe  that  republicans  being  in  bad  odor,  and  the  popular  prejudice  so  stroug 
against  them,  these  men  who  lynched  him  presnmed  upon  lynching  a  vcpublfcan  wliea 
they  would  not  have  lynched  a  democrat. 

QnesHan.  They  did  it  to  get  his  labor  t 

Atunocr,  That  is  my  hypothesis. 

By  Mr.  Bucklst  x 

QuewHon,  He  was  appointed  a  Justice  of  the  peace  by  Govemot'  Smith  t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir.    He  was  out  during  Patton's  administration. 

Quesiioit.  A  democratto  aduiinistrntion  t 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  6mith  appointed  bim  under  the  reconstruction.  I  understand 
that  he  was  an  original  Union  man  and  always  a  republican,  but  he  is  a  man  who  says 
but  little.  Jndge  Common  is  a  republican ;  Dan  Coleman  is  a  deMOorat ;  Lentz,  the 
skeriff  of  the  county,  is  a  republican.  . 

By  the  Cbairman  : 

QHCittion.  Proceed  with  yonr  n  arrative. 

Afuncer.  The  nest  case  that  occurred  here  was  a  colored  man — I  ought  to  remember 
his  name  but  I  do  not — who  came  from  Walker  County.  He  swore  out  a  warrant  against 
some  six  or  seven  men  that  hesaid  he  recognized  in  a  disguised  crowd  some  time  (luring 
the  last  month  or  so,  that  had  come  to  his  house  and  taken  him  out.  I  think  be  said 
there  were  in  the  crowd  a  j^ood  many  more.  They  took  him  out  and  whipped  him,  as 
he  alleges  them  to  have  said;  because  of  his  probablo  intention  to  move  up  from  there 
into  this  valley.  It  was  to  prevent  him  fh>ra  doing  that,  and  was  on  acconnt  of  his 
talking  about  it.  His  statement  is,  that  he  has  a  brother  living  up  here  in  the  vallej  ; 
that  he  received  a  letter  down  there  in  Walker  County,  advising  that  he  could  do  bet- 
ter up  here ;  that  he  got  some  of  the  neighbors  to  read  the  letter,  and  when  this  party 
came  in  disguide  and  took  him  out — he  says  they  were  in  the  white  disguise,  I  be- 
lieve  

Question.  Answering  to  the  description  of  the  Ku  Klux  disguise  t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  something  of  that  description.  They  took  him  out  and  asked  htm 
about  his  moving  up  here ;  they  told  him  they  would  learn  him  how  to  do  that — or 
somethmg  of  the  sort — and  gave  him  a  severe  whipping,  and*  then  said,  "  Now  go  to 
work  and  we  will  not  do  it  any  more.'^  He  says  that  at  the  same  time  there  was  a 
colored  woman  living  with  him  and  his  wife.  They  asked  what  was  she  going  to  do ; 
she  said  she  would  remain  with  him  and  his  wife.  They  also  whipped  her.  He  id(>u- 
tified  six  or  seven  in  that  crowd»— seven,  I  think.  The  warrant  was  issued  here.  As  I 
Vas  going  down  to  Fayette  I  took  the  warrant  with  me  and  the  marshal  went  along 
and  he  arrested  six  of  them.  This  morning  their  friends  came  up  here  and  waived  uu 
examination  and  ^ave  bond. 

Question,  What  is  that  man's  name  t 

Answer,  I  cannot  remember  it  j  I  can  get  it  at  the  clerk's  office.  He  is  now  down  at 
Decatur. 

Question,  Did  he  state  how  large  the  crowd  was  t 

Answer.  He  did ;  there  were  several  more  men  than  those  whom  he  reco^iicd ;  he 
only  recognized  six,  but  I  do  not  remember  the  whole  number  that  ho  said.  That  is 
all  I  know  of  that  transaction. 

Qttestion,  How  severely  was  he  whipped  f 

Answer,  He  said  very  severely — thirty-nine  or  forty  lashes,  I  think. 

<Juc8<M»i.*How  as  to  the  young  woman  t 

Answer,  ^o  said  she  was  whipped  uretty  badly.  It  was  for  this  reason  of  leaving. 
Ho  said  to  me  that  in  that  neighbornood  and  region  of  country  colored  prrsons  wei-e 
not  permitted  to.  and  could  not,  enjoy  any  more  privileges  than  before  the  war  j  that 
they  had  never  uared  to  vote  or  exercise  any  of  their  privileges,  and  for  that  reason 
be  wonted  to  go  away.  I  am  pretty  well  satisfied  myself  that  that  allegation  is  tme 
iu  a  ^eat  measure  at  least,  from  along  interview  which  I  hatl  with  Judge  William  S. 
Mudd,  judge  of  that  circuit.  I  talked  witii  him  a  good  deal,  and  his  general  statement 
corroborated  the  statemenii  of  the  negro  as  to  tlU3  general  condition  of  negix^es  in  that 
region. 

Question,  Where  does  Jadae  Kudd  live  t 

Answer,  At  Elyton,  iu  Jeflferson  County ;  the  railroad  runs  from  there  to. Montgomery. 
I  bad  a  report  sent  to  mo  from  the  military  headquarters  at  Louisville,  made  by  a  lieu- 
tenant who  had  been  examining  matters  at  Fayettevillc,  in  Fayette  County,  and  my 
attention  was  called  to  it ;  also,  some  iustructious  from  the  Department  of  Justice  that 
that  was  a  point  that  needed  some  attention,  and  proposing  to  send  some  troops  if 
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BeoesBary.  Tbe  informatioB  they  had  got  fironi  that  ooiiiity->I  had  not  got  it  befiire— 
was  that  the  oiyil  process  oonld  not  be  executed  by  the  sheriff;  upon  i&t,  I  wrote  to 
the  sheriff  some  time  bdbre  I  left  Moat^mery,  desiring  to  hear  from  him  before  I  kft. 
I  got  his  answer  after  I  sot  here — it  was  forwarded  to  this  plaee — in  answer  to 
several  questions  I  had  aakM  him,  and  at  the  same  time  proposing  to  meet  me  on  tiie 
10th  of  last  month  at  Deeatnr.  I  went  down  there  and  met  him ;  had  an  interview 
with  him ;  and  from  his  statement  to  me,  and  otiier  things  conpled  with  that,  I  dis- 
patched Qeneral  Terry  and  he  sent  me  a  squad  of  sixteen  or  seventeen  monnted  men; 
with  them  and  the  marshal  here  I  went  down  into  that  county. 

Question,  Did  yon  institnte  any  investigation  there  t 

Answer,  I  had  a  very  considerable  investigation,  which  I  will  try  to  give  yon,  ae 
succinctly  as  I  can  to  give  the  idea.  I  learned  that  on  or  about  the  3l8t  of  October, 
1870,  by  some  moans  or  other,  they  had  asoertained,  or  rather  had  got  such  stotements 
ascftuost  a  man  by  tbe  name  of  B.  G.  Davis  that  he  mode  a  confes8i<m,  and  they  took 
him  before  the  probate  judge,  and  he  swore  to  some  several  parties  belon^ng  to  one 
company— as  they  call  them  tnere— which  was  known  as  Captain  Stewart's  ooaipany, 
stating  that  they  had  been  out  on  a  raid,  whipping  and  scarine  negroes.  A  warrant 
was  issued  for  several  parties  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  by  the  probsM 
judge  for  tUeir  arrest.  At  or  about  the  same  time  he  had  several  capiases  against 
several  parties  for  outrages  that  were  committed  just  before  that.  Along  in  or  abont 
the  same  time  two  negroes  had  been  killed  over  there  somewhere,  and  nobody  could 
ascertain  who  had  done  it.  The  sheriff  summoned  a  posse  and  arrested  these  men 
under  this  warrant.  He  arrested  some  men  under  a  capias,  and  arrested  some  men 
w^ithout  a  warrant,  who  admitted  that  they  belonged  to  a  Elian,  and  who,  it  was  sup- 
posed, had  something  to  do  with  that  murder.  The  parties  arrested  uuder  the  warrant, 
although  one  term  or  the  grand  jury,  I  know,  has  passed  since,  seem  nev^-  to  have 
been  presented  by  the  grand  jury.  Davis  was  in  the  coontv  up  to  the  meeting  of  tbe 
last  court,  but  when  I  sent  out  a  warrant  for  him  to  arrest  him  he  could  not  be  ibnnd. 

Queetian.  Had  he  never  been  recognized  to  appear  as  a  witness  f 

Answer.  I  believe  he  was — the  Jud/re  told  me  so— but,  from  some  cause,  he  did  not 
appear.  The  parties  arrested  under  the  capiases  had  been  dischkrged,  most  of  them 
because  witnesses  could  not  be  got. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  What  was  the  trouble  in  getting  witnesses  t 

Answer.  That  these  parties  would  not  allow  it  At,  I  think,  the  last  court,  probably, 
before  this,  two  di^uised  men,  while  court  was  sitting,  rode  through  the  oourt-house 
yard.  Judge  Mudd  himself  saw  them,  and  ordered  toe  sheriff  to  so  out  and  arreet 
them.  It  was  either  the  lost  court  before  or  jnst  before  that.  The  sheriff  came  in  and 
reported  that  he  could  not  do  it.  Thev  were  considerably  cheered  as  they  rode  through. 
The  judge  called  up  the  petit  jury— I  think  it  was  in  the  midst  of  a  trial — and  discharged 
them.  He  called  up  the  grand  Jury  and  commenced  addressing  them  preparatory  to 
their  discharge,  ana  was  going  to  adjourn  court,  when  two  of  the  lawyers — Mr.  Jone% 
and  Mr.  Tony — went  in  and  prevailed  upon  him  not  to  do  it,  saying  that  he  would  not 
be  disturbed  any  more ;  and  he  probably  was  not  disturbed  further.  At  the  court 
before  that,  I  learn  from  the  judge,  as  w^ell  as  other  parties,  that  there  had  been 
dropped  on  the  street  abetter,  addressed  perhaps  to  the  court  and  grand  jury,  and,  it 
may  be,  the  sheriff,  saying,  "  Go  slow" — ^I  believe  that  was  all  that  was  written  on  it— 
with  a  coffin  at  the  bottom,  in  the  middle,  a  rope  on  eaoh  side  of  it,  and  the  wordt, 
''  Go  slow,"  signed  ^'K.  K.  K."  They  had  got  to  such  an  extent  in  that  county,  which 
was  perhaps  preceding  this 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Before  you  pass  from  the  occurrence  you  have  just  been  testi^ing  aboat, 
will  you  state  the  time  when  this  occurred— the  clropping  of  the  letter  and^e  ridiag 
of  the  Ku-Klux  through  the  court-house  yard  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  tne  dropping  of  the  letter  was  about  twelve  months  ago,  and  tbe 
riding  of  the  Ku-Klnx  through  tbe  court-house  yard  abont  six  months  ago.  LasI 
February  there  was  a  convention  held  for  tbe  nomination  of  county  superintendent  of 
edocation.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Peters — D.  F.  Peters,  I  think — was  nominated.  At 
that  convention  men  came  iu  in  their  disguises,  went  into  the  conrt-honse,  and,  as  I 
am  told,  citizens  without  disguises  went  in  with  them  and  held  a  convention. 

By  Mr.  Buckuct: 

Question.  A  political  convention  t 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  tibis  randidate  fbr  office.  Petus 
was  nominated,  and,  I  think,  elected. 

By  the  Chaibmax  : 

Questitm.  Was  he  their  candidate  t 
Answer.  He  was  the  candidate  of  that  c<mvention. 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEE.  545 

Qti€$tion.  Waa  ho  the  candidate  of  the  Ka-Klusf 

Answer.  Theeo  Ku-Klux  gentlemen  went  in  there  dis^ised  and  held  a  convention. 
Qae$tUm»  How  many  men  went  in  withoat  disgnises  t 

Answer.  I  can't  tell.  I  learned  of  some  of  them.  Mr.  J.  H.  Terry,  a  lawyer  there, 
was  one.  They  said  ho  presided  over  the  convention.  A  man  named  J.  S.  Ciifbon  was 
given  to  me  as  one.  Both  are  summoned  to  appear  before  the  grand  jury.  Some  time 
before  that,  the  date  of  which  I  oonld  not  get,  these  disgnised  men,  or  some  disguised 
men,  gave  notice  that  they  were  going  to  hold  a  meeting  in  town  and  invited  tho  citi- 
zens to  participate.  That  meeting  was  held  at  night.  They  came  in  disgnised,  got  tho 
court-house  keys  and  went  in  there  and  held  a  mooting.  I  am  informed  that  some  of 
the  citizens  weut  in  and  were  in  that  meeting.  Mr.  McConnell,  a  democrat  and  one 
of  the  largest  farmers  tlicre,  who  worlds  a  great  many  negroes,  I  talked  with,  and  ho 
told  ihe  that  be  staid  there  that  day  and  until  they  met  that  night  in  order  to  see 
what  was  done/  He  said  that  when  he  went  to  the  court-house  to  go  in,  he  was  told 
that  he  eould  go  in  if  he  coold  give  the  sign,  or  if  he  would  take  an  oath.  That  bluffed 
bim  oif,  and  he  turned  away  and  used  an  expression,  perhaps,  "  I  will  see  you  all  in, 
bell  bMbre  I  will  do  it,''  and  went  off. 

QiuttHon.  In  that  meeting  with  the  disguised  men,  were  some  of  the  citizens  undis- 
gliised? 
Anaxoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questhn.  When  was  this  meeting  f 

Anmeer.  Some  time  prior  to  Febmary,  1871.    The  sheriff,  it  seems,  had  very  much 
enraged  them  on  account  of  these  raids  ne  had  made,  which  I  have  spoken  of  before — 
they  call  them  raids,  arresting  these  parties — so  much  so  that  tho  prejudice  against 
bijn  was  extremely  high  at  the  time  and  at  the  court  before  the  one  when  I  was  out 
there,  about  twelve  months  ago.    He  was  tlien  at  the  town ;  he  lived  jnst  out  t)f  tewa 
apieee,  but  was  then  slceping^iu  a  hotel  at  Fayettevillo ;  and  this  same  Mr.  Ternr  went 
in  the  night  and  wakened  him  up  and  t>old  him  he  had  bettor  leave,  that  they  had  de- 
termined to  kill  him  that  ni^ht.    Ho  got  up  and  went  out  and  remained  out  all  night 
in  the  rain.    There  were  circumstances  of  that  character,  and  threats  against  him 
were  stj-oog  and  the  'danger  so  great  that  h^  disposed  of  his  farm  near  town. '  Ho  did 
not  resign  his  office  of  sheriff,  but  went  over  sixteen  miles  from  where  he  had  lived, 
leaving  a  deputy  named  Talliaforro  Scott.     Scott,  as  I  heard  him  swear  in  court  in 
cases  that  wo  tried,  held  the  office  about  a  month,  and  some  thirty  disguised  men  came 
to  bim  and  told  him  he  must  turn  over  his  papers  to  Tread  way,  the  sherill*,  and  let  him 
execute  his  papers  himself.     Treadway  was  not  there,  but  ho  wont  to  the  office  and 
turned  them  over  to  tho  clerk.    This  man  McConnell  and  Treadway  lived  on  the  same 
road  near  each  other,  and  both  of  them  were  sworn  iu  these  cases.     They  said  that 
the  time  Treadway  was  there,  after  tho  excitement  got  up,  it  was  almost  a  con- 
stant thing  for  a  crowd  of  di8guise<l  men  to  be  passing  along  the  road,  shooting  guns 
and  threatening.    They  knew  that  Treadway  frequently  did  not  sleep  in  his  house  at 
all  until  he  got  away.    After  Scott  resigned,  Treadway  went  down  to  try  to  make  an 
arrangement  to  get  another  deputy,  and  proposed  to  Mr.  Euuis  to  take  tho  place.    Mr. 
li^nnis  was  one  of  his  securities.    His  business  was  in  such  a  condition  that  he  was 
not  willing  to  give  it  up  and  wanted  it  wound  up.     Ennis  went  around  and  talked 
■with  the  citizens,  with  some  other  parties,  and  finally  agreed  to  try  it.    Ho  has  been 
holding  it  since.     He  told  me  he  had  not  had  any  tronblo  in  executing  any  process, 
eucb  as  be  had  had,  but  ho  had  had  none  against  this  IClan,  for  those  outrages. 
QnesrHov.  Is  Ennis  a  republican  or  democrat  Y 

Anstccr,  A  republican.    While  Ti'eadway  was  down,  at  that  timo,  having  Ennis  ap- 
pointed, there  was  a  man  whoso  name  I  now  forget,  who  had  been  arrested  and  who 
was  understood  to  belong  to  one  of  these  Klaus.    Ho  had  given  security.    He  had  been 
arrested,  not  for  Ku-IUuxing,  but  for  asftault  and  battery,  or  something  of  thesoU^  Tho 
eecnrity  of  the  man  Scott  hml  arrested,  brought  him  up  to  Treadway  to  deliver  Dim  up, 
aod  Treadway  refused  to  take  him  on  the  ground  that  he  could  not  safely  hold  him  ; 
that  bis  life  was  threatened  whenever  he  attempted  to  execute  tho  office.    Now,  out  of 
all  these  transactions,  when  I  got  down  there  I  found  no  indictment  against  one  of 
these  parties,  not  a  single  Indictment  there  that  I  heard  of  except  one  for  anything 
growing  out  of  ku-kluxmg,  and  that  one  was  dismissed  by  the  solicitor  w  hilo  I  was  there 
because  be  could  not  get  the  testimony.    At  the  same  time  the  sheriff  and  his  posso 
Tjvas  indicted  in  some  ten  or  twelve  or  more  cases. 
Question.  What  fort 

An9icer.  That  is  what  I  am  going  to  give  now.  He  was  indicted  for  a  voluntary 
e8cax>e  iu  refusing  to  take  this  man  that  the  security  offered  to  give  up.  I  tried  that 
caso,  and  upon  that  trial  I  broncht  out  all  the  partioulars  I  havo  been  telling  yon  in 
relation  to  those  threats  against  him,  and  the  demonstrations  of  the  Kn-Klux.  The  court 
permitted  me  even  to  ask  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  witnesses  whether  he  could  havo 
<lone  it,  and  the  proof  was  such  that  he  was  acquitted  by  the  jury  on  the  ground  that 
lie  could  not  do  it ;  that  he  could  not  hold  the  man  safely  and  execute  his  office. 
Another  indictment  that  was  tried  was  fbr  a  vcdantary  escape  of  a  man,  whose  name  I 

35  A 


546         CONDITION   OF   AFFAJRS  IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATEa 

foi^et;  bat  who  was  a  desperate  man.  He  had  been  indicted,  I  believe,  for  ahootlo|' 
bis  pistol  on  the  road.  The  indictment*  was  pending.  Treadway  did  not  have  tbe 
capias,  bnt  it  was  understood  down  there  in  the  neighborhood  that  Ti-eadway  was 
going  down  to  arrest  him;  to  get  this  posse  and  arrest  him.  The  neighbors  thoogbt 
there  would  be  difficalty.  One  of  the  neighbors,  named  Sam  Appling,  told  Treadway 
that  he  would  advise  him  to  go  down  and  see  this  man  and  talk  to  him,  and  the  sheriff 
went  with  Appling  to  his  house,  and  talked  to  him,  telling  him  that  he  wanted  peace 
in  the  country ;  that  he  wanted  to  have^  no  difficulty,  and  reasoning  with  Mm  until 
he  got  him  pacified ;  advising  him  to  come  up  and  give  his  bond.  The  man  promised 
to  do  it,  but  instead  of  that  he  went  off  to  Mississippi  aiterward,  and  he  has  since 
been  killed.  For  that  transaction  the  sheriff  has  been  indicted  for  voluntary  escape. 
He  was  tried  and  acquitted  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  the  only  course  which  he 
could  have  pursued  y  that  if  he  had  taken  the  capias  along  he  could  not  have  actetted 
the  man.  He  had,  while  making  up  this  posse,  arrested  one  man.  The  court  would 
not  let  me  prove  what  I  am  about  to  state.  I  will  have  to  state  it  particularly.  He 
arrested  him  without  a  warrant.  We  set  up  as  a  defense  that  this  man,  if  not  guilty  of 
a  felony,  was  yot  pointed  out  by  the  circumstances  so  much  as  to  justify  the  sheriff  iu 
making  the  arrest.  The  circumstances  were  these:  Two  negroes  had  been  killed 
shortly  before  iu  that  county.  Nobody  could  find  out  who  had  done  it,  bnt  this  man 
having  admitted  that  he  was  a  Eu-Klux,  it  would  authorize  the  sheriff  to  arreet  him 
as  being  connected  with  that  murder.  The  court  held  that  unless  I  could  grove  that 
the  Kn-Klux  had  killed  the  man,  that  was  not  competent  testimony.  I  dinfered  from 
the  court  upon  that,  but  notwithstanding  that,  I  brought  in  such  proof  that  he  was 
acquitted.  The  jury  believed  that  he  had  probable  cause  to  make  the  arrest,  and  he 
was  acquitted.  In  another  case  he  had  a  warrant.  The  prisoner  swore  that  the  sheriff 
put  his  pistol  against  him  and  said,  *'  Now,  give  up.''  For  that  the  sheriff  was  indicted 
for  assault  and  battery.  He  was  acq^uitt^d  on  that  charse.  These  are  the  only  ones  on 
which  he  was  tried.  There  is  an  indictment  yet  pending  against  him  upon  a  cbaige  of  a 
challenge  to  fight  a  duel.  That  was  not  tried  this  court,  because  the  witnesses  were 
some  of  those  parties  of  the  Ku-Klux  against  whom  there  were  warrants,  and  who  had 
run  off  to  Mississippi,  and  the  solicitor  continued  the  case. 

Question,  Are  the  prosecuting  witnesses,  on  these  indictments,  persons  supposed  to  be 
connected  with  the  K.u-Klux organization? 

Answer,  Nearly  every  one  of  them. 

Question,  Is  the  county  solicitor  a  republican  or  democrat  f 

Anstcer,  A  democrat. 

Question,  Resume  your  narrative. 

Answer,  Two  of  the  witnesses  I  remember  distinctly  who  swore  against  him  in  one 
of  these  trials — the  trial  for  assault  and  battery — are  the  two  men  I  brought  up  here, 
who  were  bound  over  by  the  commissioner  down  there. 

Question,  Let  me  inquire  in  relation  to  the  solicitor  in  the  prosecution  of  these  cases. 
After  the  facts  were  developed,  as  you  have  stated  them,  did  he  make  any  effort  to  ob- 
tain a  conviction  on  these  indictments  t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir :  he  argued  them  all. 

Question,  Argued  them  to  the  jury  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  although  I  told  him  that  I  thought  it  would  be  to  the  credit  of  his 
county  to  have  a  noUe  prosequi  in  all  these  cases,  and  the  court  would  have  allowed 
him  to  do  so,  but  he  refosed  to  do  it. 

Question.  The  sheriff  is  a  decided  republican  ? 

Anmcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Proceed  with  your  naratlve. 

Ansu^er,  The  case  of  a  cnallenge  to  fight  a  duel  was  where  he  had  arrested  this  man 
Mosely.  for  whom  I  had  a  warrant.  When  he^arrested  him,  Mosely  remarked,  **  Yon 
have  your  crowd  around  me  now  aud  I  can't  fight  you  all ;  but  you  have  taken  the 
advanta^  of  me ;"  and  the  sheriff'  answered,  "  I  have  just  arrested  you,  but  I  am  not 
afraid  ol  you,  and  I  am  willing  to  fight  you  anywhere  and  any  way  you  see  proper.' 
For  that  he  was  indicted  for  challenging  to  fight  a  duel.  Treadway  said  this  mas 
was  one  who  had  been  shooting  into  his  house,  and  he  was  somewhat  enraged  against 
him.  In  that  case  the  parties  Lad  some  of  them  left  the  country,  and  the  solicitor  con- 
tinued the  case,  although  the  court  intimated  that  he  might  wo?,  pros.  Then  there  wa* 
an  indictment  against  one  of  his  guard.  In  making  these  arrests  at  an  old  man's  hooM 
named  Marshall,  they  found  two  of  these  Ku-Klux  disguises.  The  sheriff  direct4Ml  thU 
guard,  whose  name  was  Larrimora,  to  take  these  disguises.  They  have  since  been  sent 
off  to  the  military.  For  that  act,"  this  man  Larrimora  was  indicted  for  petit  laroeoir, 
for  stealing  two  dusters.  That  case  was  not  tried,  because  they  did  not  have  the  wit- 
nesses there. 

Question,  They  were  Ku-Klux  disguises  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir.  They  were  described  as  a  white  smock,  buttoned  down  to  the 
knees,  with  big  loose  sleeves,  and  a  cap  over  the  head;  the  eyes  and  M  that  painted, 
and  with  something  like  teeth,  and  whalebone  running  up  and  making  long  ' 
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I^irritnora  still  stands  there  iDdicted  for  petit  larceny  in  stealing  two  dusters.  Anotbet 
indictment  against  one  of  bis  guard  was  tbis:  The  sheriff  bad  some  of  the  best  citizens 
down  there  with  him.  E.  P.  Jones,  a  lawyer,  who  defended  in  this  case,  was  one  of 
the  guard.  The  sheriff  <Urected  them,  wherever  they  saw  any  arms,  to  take  them. 
In  one  house  there  was  a  pistol,  and  he  directed  one  of  the  guard  to  take  it,  and  be 
did  it.  The  witness  admitted  that  he  got  it  back  two  days  afterwards  in  as  good  order 
as  it  was  when  taken.  Still  that  guard  was  indicted  for  petit  larceny  in  stealing  that 
pistol.  Another  one  of  his  guard  was  indicted  for  petit  larceny  for  stealing  a  gun  un- 
der similar  circumstances,  just  taking  it  away.  These  are  the  indictments  I  remember. 
I  got  hold  of  two  of  the  men  who  were  in  that  warrant  and  bad  them  arrested ;  in 
fact,  I  issued  the  warrant  for  all  of  them.  I  got  two  of  them — Oliver  Godfrey  and 
John  Humber— bad  them  arrested  and  took  them  before  Judge  B.  W.  Wilson,  who  is 
United  States  commissioner.  The  others  were  reported  as  having  left.  I  could  not 
get  Eoberts,  who  had  made  this  affidavit,  :i8  bein^  one  of  the  parties,  but  they  were 
bound  over  upon  very  clear  proof  of  their  admission.  They  admitted  that  they  had 
belonged  to  the  company  after  they  found  that  Roberts  had  made  the  admission,  and 
that  they  had  gone  out  with  this  crowd  and  whipped  the  negroes.  I  rendember  partic- 
ularly that  John  Humber,  in  his  admission,  said  he  had  joined  the  company  upon  being 
told  that  the  object  was  to  protect  the  women  and  children  in  the  country  from  the 
insults  of  the  negroes,  and  to  protect  them  from  bad  white  men,  and  kee*t)  the  negroes 
out  of  office.  He  said  that  that  was  what  be  was  told  was  the  object,  and  when  ho 
found  that  they  were  going  to  do  other  things  he  went  home  that  night,  after  having 
committed  the  raid  for  which  this  warrant  was  t;ikcn  out,  and  told  his  father  that  he 
would  not  go  any  more. 

By  Mr.  Bcckley:  i 

Qnestion,  That  he  would  not  go  with^these  men  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Anawer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  admitted  that  they  were  in  disguise.  Many  of  the  disguises 
were  found.    Godfrey  had  merelv  admitted  that  he  was  along. 

Question,  What  time  was  that  T 

Ans^wer.  This  warrant  was  tiaken  out  the  27th  of  October,  1870,  and  this  thing  occurred 
a  short  time  before.    He  afterwards  said  it  was  ou  the  night  of  the  20th. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  How  long  had  these  men  been  connected  with  this  organization  t 
AnstDtr,  That  I  never  learned.    I  then  managed  to  get  an  affidavit  against  men  in 
another  company. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  A  company  of  disguised  men  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  From  the  best  I  can  Team  there  were  four  companies  in  that  county 
in  the  habit  of  going  out  in  disguise. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  In  Fayette  County  t 

An»icer.  Yes,  sir.  The  company  of  Captain  Stewart,  of  Captain  Marshall,  and  of 
Captain  Hyde,  and  another  company  of  which  I  forget  the  name  of  the  captain. 

Question.  How  extensive  were  these  companies  t 

Ansu:er,  I  never  could  learn.  I  think  it  was  supposed,  and,  from  the  best  informa- 
tion I  could  learn,  I  judge  that  there  Were  about  two  hundred  in  the  whole  county  in 
all  these  companies.  Now,  the  only  men  I  could  catch,  that  I  could  get  affidavits 
against,  were  those  two  X  have  spoken  of.  When  I  first  got  to  Fayette*  I  was 
about  a  day  in  advance  of  the  marshal  and  his  squad  of  mounted  soldiers.  I  imme- 
<liat^ly  conferred  with  some  men.  My  object  was  to  get  out  warrants  against  the  most 
guilty  men  in  the  county,  for  there  bad  been  murders  committed  there,  and  have  them 
ready  when  they  came,  but  I  found  it  almost  impossible  to  get  any  men  to  come  for- 
ward as  prosecutors.  They  were  willing  to  tell  me,  but  they  had  the  alarm  upon  them 
aDcl  1  could  not  tell  them  that  the  military  were  coming  to  protect  them  in  it.  Finally 
I  ^ot  a  man  named  Allen  Whitley.  A  circumstance  had  taken  place  in  that  county,  as 
I  had  learned  from  various  quarters,  and  I  have  not  heard  it  contradicted  by  anybody : 
Some  few  months  ago  an  old  man  uameil  Cole,  living  between  Fayetteville  and 
Tuscaloosa,  and  who  is  now  dead,  was  from  home.  Ho  worked  several  negroes. 
Some  thirty  disguised  men  went  to  his  bouse  in  his  absence,  shot  at,  probably 
whipped  some,  and  ran  off  the  negro  men  and  ravished  the  negro  women.  That 
was  understood  to  be  by  Captain  Hyde*s  company.  Nobody  in  particular  knew 
who  did  it,  but  it  was  the  general  understanding  that  it  was  done  by  his  com- 
pany. I  was  very  anxious  to  get  hold  of  some  of  these  men.  I  had  Bent  out 
to  get  one  of  the  old  negroes  who  were  there,  aud  the  man  they  were  lodging 
with  promised  to  bring  them ;  but  be  never  did.    I  bavd  subpcBuas  for  them  to  appear 
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before  the  grand  jary.  I  got  hold  of  Whitley  and  found  that  he  saw  a  crowd  of  dis- 
guised men  that  niglit  very  near  by,  and  recognized  some  of  them,  but  he  tvonld  not 
msJse  an  affidavit.  But  I  asked  him  to  walk  in  with^fie  before  the  i)robate  jndRC,  who 
is  a  commissioner,  and  1  commenced  to  ask  him  in  this  way.  Ho  stated  it  and  1  wrote 
it  down ;  I  asked  him  if  he  recognized  anybody,  and  he  gave  mo  three  names.  I  held 
it  up  and  made  him  swear  to  it,  and  the  commissioner  issued  the  warrant,  and  I  sent 
out  for  them,  but  they  were  gone  and  I  did  not  catch  them.  His  statement  was  this : 
that  on  the  night  that  was  done  ho  was  camping  in  company  with  another  wagoner 
named  Alvin  Smith,  within  half  a  mile  of  Cole's  house :  that  early  in  the  night  a  crowd 
of  about  thirty  disguised  men  passed  his  camp  in  the  direction  of  old  man  Cole's;  that 
late  in  the  night  this  same  crowd  came  back  from  the  direction  of  old  man  Cole's,  and 
as  they  came  hack  they  stopped  about  half  an  hour  at  that  camp,  and  seemed  to  he 
fooling  around  with  each  other.  And  while  they  were  thus  engaged  he  reco^ized 
clearly  three  of  the  men.  He  recognized  Lucian  Jenkins,  Harrison  Hyde,  and  William 
Thompson.  ^ 

Question.  Was  Hyde  the  captain  of  that  company! 

Answer.  That  isthe  general  understanding.  I  do  not  know  that  anybody  knows 
positively  that  ho  is.  That  was  the  first  day  1  could  get  a  warrant.  It  was  about  the 
time  the  soldiers  came  in.  I  sent  out  and  had  his  house  watched  that  night,  but  ho 
had  left  that  evening,  I  learned. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  As  these  men  were  about  the  camp  did  this  wagoner  hear  them  state  where 
thev  had  been  ? 

Ansictr.  I  did  not  ask  him.  I  was  only  asking  enough  to  get  a  warrant,  because  I 
knex^  I  could  have  easily  got  the  necroes,  and  they  could  have  proved  all  that.  I  have 
never  heard  this  transaction  contradicted.  It  peems  to  be  generally  understood  down 
there  that  that  did  occur.  I  understand  that  some  of  them  ravished  an  old  woman 
seventy  years  of  age. 

* 

By  the  .Ciiaikman  : 

Qii€8tio}i.  When  was  this  occurrence  f 
Anmcer,  Within  the  last  three  or  four  months. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  You  spoke  in  this  connection  a  little  while  ago  of  a  couple  of  colored  men 
who  were  killed.    Will  you  state  a  little  more  about  that  t 

Answer.  The  last  ones  killed.  There  have  been,  as  I  understaud,  three,  some  say  as 
many  as  forty,  killed  within  the  last  two  yeai's.  I  remember  very  well  from  hearing 
Judge  Mudd  make  this  statement  that  that  was  a  very  heavy  per  cent,  of  them,  m 
nearly  all  the  negroes  have  left  the  county.  Perhaps  there  are  only  fifty  in  the  county. 
Out  of  that  fifty  two  were  killed  since  the  last  court.  They  were  killed  just  above 
town ;  that  was  i)roved  in  court.  A  negro  man  and  woman  were  arrest-ed  somewhere 
up  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county,  and  placed  with  a  man  named  Hogan,  a  special 
deputy,  perhaps,  to  bring  them  to  jail.  They  had  been  convicted  of  petit  larceny 
before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  bound  over;  it  was  some  small  offense.  The  man 
brought  them  down  to  within  a  few  miles  of  town  and  stopped,  and  came  into 
town  and  got  some  whisky  and  went  back.  Where  they  had  them  was,  I  think,  some- 
where in  the  neighborhood  of  Captain  Marshall's  comiiany's  operations.  He  got  hu 
whisky  and  went  back  from  town,  and  it  is  reported  since  that  the  negroes  were  takes 
out  of  his  hands  by  disguised  men.  The  negroes  were  found  within  two  or  threedftys. 
one  shot,  and  the  other  hung.  The  jury  of  inquest  held  over  them  reported  that  they 
were  ki41ed  by  some  persons  unknown.  They  have  never  yet  been  able  to  ascertain 
who  did  it.    That  was  within  three  or  four  miles  of  town. 

Qtiestion.  Were  these  facts  brought  out  before  you  f  * 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  examined  that  case  in  defending  the  sheriff  for  arre^tius  a  maa 
who  admitted  that  he  was  a  Ku-Klux.  It  being  presumed  that  these  Kn-Klux  h»\ 
done  this,  the  sheriff  had  arrested  one  of  them  for  it.  In  defending  him  on  the  chai^ 
of  assault  and  battery,  I  brought  out  all  this,  and  had  the  man  who  held  the  inquest, 
this  man  Connell,  examined  before  the  court  and  jury. 

Queetion.  You  have  spoken  several  times  of  Judge  Mudd.  •State  to  the  committee  who 
he  is. 

Answer,  Well,  Judge  Mudd  is  jud^je  of  that  circuit.  I  think  he  was  judge  before  th« 
war,  and  ever  since  the  war.  I  believe  he  has  been  elected  judge.  He  ia  a  man  who 
atauds  remarkably  high.  I  really  hardly  know  what  his  politics  are.  '  He  is  very  much 
opposed  to  all  these  things,  and  is  a  most  excellent  judge,  a  man  of  learning  and  great 
ability. 

Question.  He  has  had  that  reputation  through  the  State  for  years  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

[At  half  after  1  o'clock  the  committee  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  when  the  exj»i- 
aation  of  the  witness,  John  A.  Mumis,  was  resumed  as  follows :] 
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.    By  tLe  Chairman  : 

QM9twn.  When  we  adjoume<l  yon  were  making  some  statement  in  relation  to  the 
extent  of  the  Ku-Klux  prganlzation  in  Fayette  County.  Have  you  any  further  facts  to 
add? 

Anatcer.  There  are  two  or  three  other  cases  that  I  will  speak  of,  there. 

Question,  Proceed  with  your  statement.  • 

Answer.  I  learned  while  there  from  a  party  I  de6med  very  roliahle,  hut  was  unahle 
to  get  the  witnesses,  as  they  had  moved  from  that  county  to  anpther  county,  where  I 
have  sent  a  subposna  for  them,  that  a  man  by  the  name  of  Wooley,  who  then  lived  in 
that  county,  had,  some  time  during  this  year,  been  whipped  by  a  crowd  of  disguised 
men,  and  his  wife  had  been  ravished. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  A  white  man  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  a  white  man.  • 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  When  did  you  understand  that  that  occurred  ? 
.'    Answer.  This  year.    The  violence  upon  her  was  so  great  that  they  became  alarmed, 
thinking  that  she  would  die,  or  was  dead,  and  they  themselves  sent  for  a  physician,  who 
gave  her  some  medicine.    The  name  of  t\ke  physician  I  have  not  now.    I  had  it,  and 
sent  for  him  and  for  Wooley  and  his  wife. 

Question,  Did  you  learn  whether  they  committed  other  violence  upon  her  person  T 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Queation.  How  many  were  there  in  the  band  ?  • 

Answer.  Some  fifteen  or  twenty. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  like  Ku-Klux  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  in  consequence  of  that,  and  the  fear  of  his  safety,  he  had 
movetl  to  some  county  below  there.  I  learned  also  that  two  men,  very  recently — a 
couple  of  months  before  courts-one  named  Fowler,  had  been  whipped  by  a  disguised 
band  of  men ;  I  think  five  or  six. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Were  they  white  men  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  and  they  recognized  the  men.  They  were  not  at  court.  I  did  not 
fiee  them.  I  also  sent  subpoenas  for  them.  That  transaction  seemed  to  be  very  little 
understood  by  everybody,  and  a  good  many  were  talking  about  them.  For  what  pur- 
pose or  pretext  that  was  done  I  could  not  learn,  nor  do  I  know  for  certain  what  wore 
their  politics.  I  also  learned  from  a  man  right  in  the  neighborhood,  and  in  his  oonnec- 
tion,  that  an  old  man  named  Tidwell  had  been  pretty  badly  whipped  by  a  crowd  of 
somo  fifteen  or  twenty,  perhaps ;  I  do  not  remember  how  many.  He  was  a  repub- 
lican. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  When  were  these  latter  outrages  committed  f 

Ansicer.  They  were  all  within  this  year.  These  latter  outrages  wore  perhaps  some- 
time this  last  spring. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Did  you  hear  what  were  the  causes  assigned  or  the  pretext  of  these  last 
whippings  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  did  hear  any  cause  assigned  for  it.  I  also  learned  that  just 
before  court  there  was  a  negro  roan,  not  very  far  from  Fayetteville,  that  Aad  been  pretty 
badly  whipped.  He  was  close  by  there  and  I  sent  out  for  him  two  or  three  times.  I 
finally  got  the  negro  who  kept  my  horse  to  go  out  and  get  him.  He  came  back  and 
told  me  the  man  was  afraid  to  come ;  tlmt  we  would  be  leaving  after  a  while,  and  he 
would  be  sure  to  be  killed  if  he  came;  so  I  did  not  see  hiro. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  learn  the  particulars  of  his  whipping  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  only  learned  that  he  was  whipped.  I  heard  a  great  deal  more 
about  negroes  being  whipped  in  that  county,  and  perhaps  the  particulars,  but  I  do  not 
remember  now,  except  one  of  the  last  transactions,  aside  from  this  last  negro  that  I 
spoke  of.  A  crowd  of  disguised  men — how  many*  they  did  not  know — went  to  the 
plantations  of  tho  probate  judge  and  United  States  commissioner,  B.  W.  Wilson,  and 
tbie  man  McConnell  that  I  spoke  of— they  lived  odt  on  the  same  road,  not  far  apart — 
a  few  weeks  before  court,  and  shot  at  the  negroes,  and  perhaps  undertook  to  catch  some 
of  them  and  run  the  negroes  off.  1  am  not  sure  that  they  whipped  any,  but  they  took 
one  and  started.  McConnell  and  Wilson  got  a  crowd  and  pursued,  and  relieved  one 
that  they  apparently  inteude<l  to  hang.    There  were  fifteen  or  twenty  of  them,  I  think, 
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in  that  crowd.  They  were  also  dis^iiisetl.  That  trausactiou  I  had  from  Wilson  and 
McCoiiDoU.  On  my  return  I  stopped  and  got  dinner  with  an  old  man  named  Tomer,  on 
the  Byler  road  from  Decatur  to  Tuscaloosa.  I  found  out  that  the  man  was  a  democrat, 
and  he  told  nie  that  his  brother-in-law  down  in  Walker  County  had  very  recently  been 
taken  out  and  whipped  by  a  dis<;uised  baud  of  men.  lie  gave  me  the  witnesses  who 
knew  it,  and  he  seemed  to  be  solicitous  that  the  pai'ty  should  be  prosecuted.  The  man 
was  named  Davis.  Ilis  wife  had  been  a  Widow  Bonner.  It  was  her  brother-in-law 
who  was  whipped,  whose  name  was  Davis. 

By  Mr.  Bcckley  : 

Question.  Did  yon  hear  any  complaint  about  the  conduct  of  the  colored  people  liv'ing 
in  Fayette  County  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  heanl  no  particular  complaint  made  by  anybody  of  those  who  were 
living  there.  As  to  those  on  the  McConnell  and  Bird  WiUou  places  that  were  w^hipped, 
these  were  men  of  the  highest  standing,  and  they  did  not  soem  to  know  what  it  was 
for.  They  had  no  complamt  to  make  of  their  negroes,  and  knew  of  none.  As  to  this 
other  negro  that  I  heard  was  whipped,  if  I  heard  any  cause  assigned  for  it,  I  do  not 
remember  it.  Most  generally  there  is  some  allegation  of  something  or  other,  as  I  bare 
given  in  most  of  the  cases  as  far  as  I  heard  it,  giving  the  causes  which  I  learned  mf 
the  allegation  for  which  they  were  whipped.  I  always,  when  I  put  on  foot  a  proseea- 
tion,  tried  to  get  that  so  as  to  fix  my  indictment  to  meet  the  case.  I  get  the  negcoes* 
account  of  what  was  done.  I  heard  a  ^reat  'deal  more  of  negroes  being  wbippoc^  and 
there  is  no  doubt  of  it.  I  will  make  this  statement  from  ray  knowledge  of  the  parties, 
derived  as  much  from  Judge  Mudd  as  anybody  else  through  his  circuit.-  Tberois,uo 
doubt,  a  very  violent  prejudice  exists  against  negroes  with  white  men  generally,  and 
especially  against  their  exercising  any  of  the  privileges  that  they  consider  belonging 
to  white  men,  and  among  that  cmss  of  men  who  never  held  any  negroes  that  pr^a- 
dice  is  very  violent.  The  few  men  who  have  not  given  in  to  tb^t  prejudice  are  men 
who  owned  negroes  before  the  war  who  have  large  farms  now,  and  who  want  tbeir 
labor.  They  are  the  more  cultivated  men.  These  men  I  find  occasionally,  in  both  par- 
ties, taking  a  more  active  part  for  the  negroes  than  any  other  men.  That  man  MoCoo- 
uell,  for  instance,  who  is  a  very  warm  democrat,  is  as  zealous  in  defending  their  rights 
as  any  man  I  came  across. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  proportion  does  this  class  bear  to  the  entire  white  population  f 

Answer.  A  very  small  proportion.  From  what  I  could  learn,  when  the  registratioR 
first  took  place  in  Fayette  County,  there  were,  perhaps,  two  hundred  n^ro  voters. 
They  say  tnat  now  there  is  probably  not  more  than  something  like  fifty  negroes,  or  not 
much  more,  in  the  whole  county.  They  have  gone  below  to  the  negro  regions,  some  to 
Mississippi  and  some  to  other  places. 

Question,  I  understand  you  to  say  that  about  forty  have  been  killed  outright  f 

Answer.  That  was  the  estimate  they  gave  me,  that  about  forty  had  been  killed  alto- 
gether, and  two  since  the  last  court,  six  months  ago. 

Question.  The  facts  you  have  detailed  were  obtained  by  you,  I  understand,  in  your 
official  capacity,  while  you  were  in  Fayette  County,  and  during  a  stay  of  three  weeks  f 

Ansicer.  I  only  staid  in  Fayette  one  week  during  court. 

Question.  And  while  there,  your  purpose  was  to  learn  the  exact  truth,  with  a  view  of 
enforcing  the  law  against  criminals  f 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir.  I  learned  them  in  that  way,  and  in  engaging  in  the  law-suits  against 
the  sherifif,  which  involved  this  question,  and  others  of  that  sort. 

Question.  D(^'ou  wish  to  make  any  statement  in  reference  to  any  other  couutlesf 

Answer.  I  hare  nothing  particular.  I  would  make  one  statement  to  show  what  was 
the  original  state  of  atfairs.  As  I  went  down  to  that  county,  I  staid  all  night  with  s 
man  by  the  name  of  Reason  Young,  who  lives  about  eight  miles  below  Decatur,  in 
Moulton  Valley.  He  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  all  that  country  before  the  war, 
and  is  still  wealthy.  Talking  about  this  thing,  he  told  mo  he  had  never  seen  the  Ku- 
Klux  but  once,  and  thut  was  in  1869,  when  some  thirty  or  forty  came  to  his  house  one 
night  and  waked  him  up.  They  were  all  disguised  in  the  same  sort  of  disguise  that 
we  have  been  describing  heretofore,  and  told  him  that  they  wanted  supper,  which  he 
^t  for  theiu.  They  told  him  they  had  come  down  from  the' moon  to  see  to  the  regula- 
tion of  things  in  this  hemisphere,  and  asked  him  a  good  many  things ;  if  nnythinir 
was  going  wrong.  He  told  them  nothing  that  he  knew  of.  'They  said  that  was  ail 
right,  to  get  them  supper.  They  got  their  supper,  and  while  al>out  there  they  learned 
from  some  quarter  of  some  person  making  complaint  against  an  old  negro,  a  black- 
smith. He  did  not  know  what  that  complaint  was.  He  said  they  took  the  man  out,  and 
beat  him  nearly  to  death.  That  was  the  only  time  ho  ever  saw  them,  and  that  wa* 
m  1869.  He  is  a  democrat.  There  is  another  case  that  occurred  here  since  I  returned 
home.  The  probate  judge  of  Marshall  County  camo  to  me  yesterday— Mr.  Lndk— and 
wia  me  that  a  crowd  of  disguised  men  a  very  short  time  ago  had  gone  out  on  tlie 
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mouutaiu  and  whipped  two  women.  From  all  I  could  learn  of  him  they  wore  probably 
base  women — white  women.  Ue  said  that  he  had  issued  a  warrant  for  them  ;  that  the 
sheriff  had  not  executed  it,  but  ho  thought  he  would  do  it ;  that  Judge  Wyeth,  a  lawyer 
1  know  vefy  well,  a  reliable  man,  a  democrat,  had  told  him  that  it  was  likely  that  the 
laws  of  Congress  had  superseded  the  laws  of  the  legislature,  and  had  advised  him,  to 
come  and  see  me  on  the  subject.  I  advised  him  that,  iu  my  opinion,  they  hsid  not,  and 
if  he  thought  the  State  authorities  would  go  uu  and  prosecute,  and  they  could  protect 
themselves  by  this  prosecution,  I  preferred  that  he  (lo  so.  After  conferring  with  him 
some  time,  and  sending  word  to  my  old  friend  Wveth  and  others,  urging  them  to  pros- 
ecute, I  concluded  not  to  prosecute,  but  to  let  tne  State  court  try  its  hand,  which  I 
prefer  doing  in  every  case,  as  I  think  it  would  do  more  good  if  the  State  authorities 
would  vigilantly  prosecute.  I  have  had  several  complaints  brought  to  my  ears  of  things 
that  have  occurred  around  in  this  vicinity,  but  none  to  enable  me  to  state  certainly  thf^ 
fiuets, 

QufBthn,  Have  yon  anything  further  to  add  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  that  I  have. 

Question,  If  yon  have  finished  your  statement  of  violations  of  law  by  bodies  of  men 
banded  together  and  generally  disguised,  I  desire  to  ask  certain  general  questions. 
Are  your  State  laws  effectual  to  punish  such  alleged  misdemeanors  as  chose  Union  men 
who  were  maltreated  were  charged  with  f 

Answer,  I  think  the  laws  themselves  would  be  effectual  if  they  were  enforced,  bnt  I 
do  not  believe  they  can  be  enforced  in  many  places,  especially  in  cases  of  outrages 
af^ainst  negroes,  and  I  do  not  know  as  it  is  much  better  as  to  white  Union  men. 

Qtieetiim.  What  is  the  diiBculty  iu  the  way  of  enforcing  the  State  lawst 

Answer.  In  the  first  place,  in  many  cases  you  cannot  get  the  testimony. 

Qitestion,  1  am  speaking  now  not  of  persons  who  have  committed  these  outrages, 
bat  of  the  persons  upon  whom  outrages  were  committed,  and  I  ask,  if  the  offense^  with 
which  they  were  charged  were  true  in  fact,  is  there  any  difficulty  under  your  State 
laws  in  punishing  the  Union  men  thus  accused  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  is  in  the  main.  I  do  not  know  but  there  may  be  some 
points  of  defect  in  the  law :  but  I  think  in  the  main  they  are  on  one  side  as  on  the 
other  side,  and  if  the  laws  were  enforced  they  are  sufficient. 

Questidh.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  speeches  and  conversation  of  democratic  politi- 
cians in  the  South  f  and,  if  so,  state  whether,  in  speaking  of  these  Kn-Klux  operations, 
they  deny,  justify,  or  excuse  them. 

Answer,  in  most  cases,  and  in  most  of  the  sjieeches  I  have  heard,  and  in  the  papers, 
I  have  noticed 

Question.  1  will  come  to  the  papers  directly. 

Answer.  In  most  of  the  speeches  I  have  heard  they  attempt  to  and  do  virtually  deny 
the  existence  of  such  an  order.  They  insist  that  it  does  not  exist.  If  I  understand 
their  position,  it  is  generally  that  whatever  outrages  are  committed  are  not  so  exten- 
sive as  represented,  and  that  they  are  done  by  a  few  bad  men,  and  do  not  proceed  firom 
any  organization.  They  deny  the  existence  of  such  an  organization.  Then  when  cases, 
I  have  heard,  are  brought  before  them,  of  which  there  could  be  no  sort  of  doubt,  they 
have,  as  a  general  thing,  I  think,  had  a  good  deal  to  say  about  the  causes  which  led  to 
it  and  the  hardships ;  and,  while  they  would  not  justify  such  conduct,  yet  say  that 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  excuse  for  it. 

Question.  What  is  the  tenor  of  the  democratic  press  on  the  same  subject  t 

Answer.  I  think  that  has  been  worse  than  the  speeches,  as  a  general  rule.  I  think  it 
has  been  more  so. 

Question,  Have  you  read  any  violent  articles  upholding  these  Ku-Elux  outrages  when 
committed  upon  radicals  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  any  recently ;  not  so  much  so  as  years  back.  A  year  or 
two  back  there  were  a  great  many.  I  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  reading  a  great 
many  democratic  papers.  I  did  not  read  them,  except  when  something  of  the  sort  was 
brought  to  my  attention.  I  have  been  a  pretty  constant  reader  of  the  Advertiser.  I 
have  read  some  articles  in  that  within  the  last  year  that  I  thought  very  bitter;  in  fact, 
he  and  I  had  some  controversy  on  that  subject. 

Question.  Is  not  the  scope  of  the  editorials  and  reading  matter  of  the  democratic  press 
throughout  the  late  insurrectionary  States,  as  a  general  rule,  inflammatory  and  hostile 
to  the  General  Government  and  those  who  administer  it,  and  to  the  reconstruction 
measures  f 

Ajiswer.  I  think  that  in  Alabama  it  was  very  much  so  up  to  a  year  or  two  back, 
ftince  that  time  there  has  been  some  modification,  particularly  in  some  of  the  leading 
papers.    I  think  they  are  not  nearlv  so  bitter,  many  of  them,  as  they  were. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  about  how  many  democratic  papers  are  published  in  this 
State  ? 

Ansxcer.  No,  sir.  I  know  that  the  Eutaw  paper,  about  the  time  of  Boyd's  murder, 
Tvas  extremely  bitter. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  paper  in  this  State  or  Mississippi  called"  The  Ku-Klux?" 
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Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  seen  it. 

Queetidn.  Do  southern  papers,  as  a  general  rale,  accept  the  ^^  now  departure,"  as  it  i» 
called  by  the  northern  democracy  f 

Answer.  1  am  inclined  to  think  that  a  msyority  of  the  people  in  Alabama  do,  though 
there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  on  that  subject.  My  opinion  is  that  a  majority  of  them 
do,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  a  majority  of  the  papers  do  not. 

Question,  Is  the  majority  of  southern  white  men  opposed  to  even  a  qualified  negro 
suffrage  f    I  refer  now  to  the  southern  democracy. 

Answer,  1  scarcely  know  how  to  answer  that.  I  do  not  know  among  politicians  any 
man  that  pretends  to  discuss  x>olitics — anv  democrat  of  that  kind  in  this  State — who 
will  openly  and  directly  oppose  negro  snilrage.  I  think  amon^  this  class  of  men  of 
whom  I  speak  that  are  so  bitter  to  negroes  they  would  not  only  be  opposed  to  bis  ha?- 
ing  the  right  of  suffrage  but  almost  auy  rights  at  all.  But  the  politicians,  so  far  as  I 
Lave  heard  thom  express  an  opinion,  seem  to  accept  that,  for  the  present  at  least,  as  a 
settled  thing. 

Question,  Explain  what  you  mean  by  "  the  present." 

Answer,  I  meau  that  that  is  their  expression ;  they  eay  that.  Occasionally  tbey  say, 
*^  We  accept  it  but  we  will  not  be  bound."  There  is  such  a  contrariety  of  opinion  being 
expressed  upou  that  subject  that  I  can  scarcely  form  an  oiiinion. 

Question,  Is  not  the  fifteenth  amoudment  more  odious  than  all  the  other  reconstruc- 
tion measures  combined  to  the  Alabama  democracy  f 

Anstocr,  I  think  it  was  at  the  time  it  was  adopted. 

Question.  Are  the  democrats  making  hearty  effort  to  educate  the  freedmen  Jn  view  of  . 
the  fact  that  they  may  now  vote  aud  hold  omce,  or  do  they  stand  aloof  and  render  un-' 
willing  aid  in  the  expectation  or  hope  that  thi^  franchise  will  bo  withdrawn  from  the 
colored  race  f 

Anmper,  I  have  not  had  my  attention  drawn  to  that  enough  to  say.  In  Montgomery, 
where  I  have  associated  and  am  better  acquainted  aud  in  this  place,  I  have  heard  no 
objection  to  their  education.  I  have  heard  many  say  that  they  wished  they  wero 
all  oducate<l ;  but  I  think  that  out  in  the  country  there  is  more  opposition  to  it.  When 
reconstruction  first  took  place,  in  most  portions  of  the  State  where  I  was,  it  was  danger- 
ous to  talk  about  oven  attempting  to  educate  the  negro  at  all.  It  was  so  in  BuUer 
County.  They  would  hardly  allow  such  a  man  as  a  teacher  to  go  there.  If  he  did  he 
could  not  gc|)  board*in  a  white  man's  house.  But  in  that  county  and  where  I  have  lived 
in  Montgomery  there  has  been  a  great  change,  and  there  has  been  no  particular  ob- 
struction, to  my  knowledge,  there  in  the  way  of  their  education.' 

Question.  Do  they  pay  this  school- tax  willingly  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  have  heard  any  more  complaint  of  that  than  any  other  tax. 

Question,  What  is  you  opinion  as  to  the  power  of  the  courts  to  enforce  the  law  in 
Fayette  County  without  the  presence  of  military  authority  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  believe,  until  this  recent  court  when  it  went  there,  that  it  could 
have  been  done  at  all.  I  had  sevei^al  men  sworn,  even  some  democrats,  who  swore 
that  the  sheriff  could  not  ^ecute  his  office ;  but  I  have  great  hopes  that  a  better  state 
of  things  in  the  future  will  prevail.  I  talked  with  a  good  many  democrats  there,  lead- 
ing men  of  the  county.  They  all  assured  me  that  they  would  become  active  in  eoforc^ 
ing  the  law,  to  obviate  all  necessity  for  outside  influence  hereafter.  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  result  of  that  court,  the  sheriff  being  acquitted  in  those  cases,  a  few  men  arrested 
and  taken  away,  the  law  talked  about  as  to  their  liability  and  various  other  things, 
that  it  will  leave  the  county  in  a  better  condition,  or  we  shall  hear  of  very  desperate 
deeds  being  done  hereafter.    But  I  hope  it  will  be  better  hereafter. 

Question,  In  your  opinion,  will  the  convictions  which  have  taken  place  in  North 
Carolina  in  the  Federal  courts,  under  the  Ku-Klux  act,  so-called,  have  the  effecl:  of 
preventing  like  ofieuses  in  the  future  f 

Answer,  My  opinion  is  that  that  will  have  a  salutary  effect.  My  opinion  is  that  the 
prosecutions  I  have  put  on  foot  myself  in  Middle  Alabama,  even  where  the  partiec 
were  acquitted,  had  a  good  effect.  After  these  parties*  had  been  acquitted,  in  two  on 
three  trials,  and  had  gone  home  to  this  county  of  Coosa,  a  young  lawyer — a  demoormt— 
came  down  from  Rockford  in  Coosa,  and  I  had  a  long  talk  with  him.  He  told  me  be 
was  well  satisfied  that  the  thing  was  existing  there,  and  had  been  doing  a  good  deal 
of  mischief,  and  he  was  equally  satisfied  that  the  prosecutions,  although  these  paitiet 
had  been  discharged,  had  done  good :  that  they  had  been  so  alarmed,  and  I  had  got  so 
near  upon  them  in  the  various  proofs  I  had  got,  and  in  addition  to  that  the  expense 
was  so  considerable  upon  them,  they  being  poor  men,  or  men  in  moderate  cirooai- 
stances,  that  he  believed  the  thing  was  broken  up,  and  they  would  abandon  i^ 
that  they  knew  it  would  not  pay,  and  that  he  hoped  I  would  not  have  occasion^ 
prosecute  anybody  in  that  county  for  anything  done  afterwards.  Since  that  time  I  hare 
not  heard  of^anything  of  the  kind  being  committed. 

Question.  If  you  have  not  already  stated,  and  I  do  not  remember  whether  you  haveu 
you  may  state  now  how  many  convictions  have  been  had  in  the  State  courts  against 
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these  white  men,  haDded  together  ander  this  organization  called  the  Ku-Klnx  Klan,  for 
any  offense  committed  upon  Union  men,  -white  or  hlack  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  have  heard  as  yet  of  any.  I  do  not  rememher  a  case  now. 
It  is  A  fact  that  it  is  very  hard  in  the  hest  of  oar  counties  to  convict  a  white  man  for 
any  violence  done  to  a  colored  man,  though  the^  do  that  sometimes ;  but  in  cases 
growing  oat  of  anything  like  .a  Ka-Klox  organization,  or  men  in  disgnise,  I  have 
heard  of  no  convictions  iu  this  State  as  yet.  If  I  have  heard  of  any  it  has  escaped  my 
recollection. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  :  » • 

Question.  I  ^lave,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  communication  written  on  the  6th  day  of  July  last. 
I  would  like  to  ask  the  witness  if  he  knows  of  two  cases  mentioned  here,  and  I  will 
read  from  this  letter,  and  ask  the  question.  The  writer  says,  "  Some  four  or  five  weeks 
since,  a  negro  woman  was  found  senseless,  with  her  little  child  in  the  woods,  who  had 
been  thet©  a  day  and  night.  She  was  removed  to  the  house,  came  to  her  senses  for  a 
while,  and  before  her  death  told  who  it  was  that  beat  her.  I  hml  an  inquest  held  over 
her  body,  and  the  jury  found,  from  the  little  evidence  they  could  getj  who  some  of  the 
parties  were.  A  warrant  was  issued.  The  parties  have  never  been  arrested,  and  it  is 
said  they  have  gone  into  an  adjoining  county."    Did  you  hear  of  that  ? 

.  Answer,  lliat  was  in  Fayette.  I  heard  of  that  case,  and  the  men  who  did  it,  I  un- 
derstood, went  to  an  adjoining  county  for  a  while.  There  was  thought  to  be  a  good 
deal  of  neglect  in  not  getting  tbeui.  When  I  was  down  there  last  week  1  understood 
that  they  had  gone  to  Mississippi. 

Question,  ^'  Some  short  time-at'ter  this  another  neffro  woman,  asl  have  been  informed, 
was  shot  down  in  the  field  when  jdeading  for  her  life.  The  party  who  done  it  was 
known,  and  went  off  without  being  in  any  manner  interrupted,  f^id  it  is  said  that  he 
is  in  Mississippi.''  Did  you  hear  anything  of  tbat  case  t 
Answer.  If  1  did,  I  do  not  remember  it  now ;  there  has  been  so  much  of  that. 
Question.  "Some  two  weeks  since,  I  have  been  informed,  a  party  of  disguised  men 
went  to  Mr.  Cole's,  on  the  Byler  road,  and  whipped  the  ireedmon  and  women  living  on 
his  place." 

An8W€i\  That  is  the  case  I  have  detailed.  My  information  is  that  they  whipped  the 
men  and  tied  and  ravished  the  women. 

Question,  lie  says  in  the  next  sentence,  "  raping  three  women  T  "•  , 

Answei^  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  "  I  have  also  heard  of  several  white  men  being  taken  oat  at  night  and 
whipped. " 
Answer.  That,  I  suppose,  was  Fowler  and  TidweU. 

Question.  *^  On  last  Sunday  night  eig^ht  or  ten  disguised  men  came  to  my  place  and 
beat  with  pistols  two  freedmen.    Their  intention  was  either  to  kill  or  greatly  abuse 
them,  as  they  told  them  before  that  day  they  would  do  so  if  they  would  not  leave  my 
.place." 

Answer.  That  was  either  Colonel  McConnell  or  Wilson,      f 

Question.  **  I  had  two  of  them  arrested,  who  were  recognized  by  the  negroes,  but  one 
of  them  proved  by  some  one  that  at  a  certain  time  on  that  night  he  was  somewhere 
else.  No  attention  was  paid  to  the  colored  testimony,  and  they  were  discharged." 
This  was  on  the  writer's  place.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  objects  to  his  name  being 
used  or  not. 

Answer.  I  think  that  was  on  ^udge  Wilson's  place.    Such  a  transaction  as  that  did 
occar  there.    I  do  not  think  he  would  care  if  his  name  was  used. 
Question.  It  was  Judge  Wilson,  the  commissioner. 

Answer.  He  would  not  care,  for  they  are  as  hostile  to  him  as  they  can  be  now. 
Question.  Did  yon  hear  anything  about  the  collector  of  internal  revenue  having  to 
resign  his  position  there  t 

Answer,  Yes.  sir ;  I  heard  of  it,  but  I  do  not  remember  the  particulars.  He  was 
raised  down  there  and  had  to  resign,  and  they  have  appointed  another  firom  a  different 
portion.  When  I  was  down  there  I  heard  a  very  well-authenticated  account  of  a  ne- 
gro being  killed  in  an  adjoining  county-r*Sanford — but  it  was  done  by  men  not  in  dis- 
guise, and  so  I  have  not  spoken  of  it.  I  understand  that  two  men  had  some  dispute 
about  some  fruit.  One  ot  them  was  in  hauling  it  out,  and  the  man  ordered  the  negro 
to  get  out,  and  he  jumped  off  the  wagon  and  started  to  ran,  and  he  then  shot  him.  He 
bad  not  been  prosecuted.  I  heard  of  Sk  white  man  being  killed  under  quite  as  bad 
circamstances  probably,  but  I  did  not  speak  of  these  things. 

^        By  Mr.  B?ck: 

Question.  You  stated,  in  the  beginning  of  your  testimony,  that  the  troubles  in  Ala- 
bama began  at  the  time  of  the  reconstruction  acts  and  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion Y 

Anstver.  That  is  the  time  my  attention  was  particularly  drawn  to  them. 

Qu^tion.  If  anythiug  serious  existed  before  that  time,  /on  had  not  observed  it  T 
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Answer,  1  bad  heard  a  great  deal  of  negroes  being  killed  and  wbipped,  and  all  that 
sort  of  thing,  but  I  do  nut  know  that  I  had  any  personal  cognizanceof  any  thing  of  the 
kind.  I  heard  a  great  deal  of  that  sort  of  thing,  bat  the  bitterness,  as  I  now  remem- 
ber, to  which  my  attention  was  drawn,  commenced  about  the  time  of  reconstruction. 

Questioft,  Had  or  not,  growing  out  of  the  reconstruction  and  the  constitution  of  Ala- 
bama, particularly  the  mode  of  its  adoption,  a  great  deal  of  bitterness  and  feeUng 
grown  up  among  the  people  of  this  State  f 

Answer,  I  think  a  very  great  deal. 

Question.  Did  thei*  not  believe  that  Congress  had  imposed  a  constitution  upon  theiD, 
after  they  had  defeated  it  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  Congress  itself,  bv  abstaining  from 
voting,  so  that  a  majority  of  the  registered  votes  was  not  oast  at  all  7     ' 

Answer,  That  was  their  allegation  and  their  hyx>othesis,  but  not  mine. 

Question,  It  was  with  the  great  mass  of  the  people  Y 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  called  it  a  usurpation,  and  I  heard  a  great  many  My  they 
never  would  submit  to  it,  and  there  was  a  great  deal  of  bitterness. 

Question,  Pretty  universally  amon^  the  white  people  of  the  State  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sif.  I  lived  at  that  time  at  Greenville,  and  there  was  a  great  deal  <^ 
hostility  to  that  constitution.  I  knew  of  some,  and  I  heard  of  a  great  many  others- 
white  men  who  lived  there— who  notified  their  negroes  that  if  they  voted  at  all,  they 
must  leave ;  that  they  could  not  live  on  their  places.  There  was  hostility  enoogli  to 
go  to  almost  any  measure  to  defeat  it. 

Question,  Is  it  not  a  fact,  while  Congress  did  by  its  own  act  provide  that  UDlees  s 
migority  of  the  registered  vote  was  cast  on  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  coDstitu- 
tion,  it  should  be  rejected,  and  yet,  while  a  majority  did  not  vote,  Congress  did  impose 
it  on  these  people  f 

Answer.  My  recollection  is — ^I  have  not  the  thing  before  me  to  read  it — ^tibat  that 
states  it  a  little  too  strong.  My  recollection  is  that  the  provision  was  that  it  BbonM  be 
the  constitution  if  adopted  in  that  way.  It  is  not  my  recollection  that  they  said  it 
should  not  be  the  constitution  unless  it  was  adopted  in  that  way.  • 

Question,  Did  not  the  act  itself  provide  that  unless  a  m^ority  of  the  registered  votf 
was  cast  for  it,  it  should  not  stand  f 

Ansu?er.  I  do  not  remember  that. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  radical  members  of  Congress  first  rejected  it,  and  that 
Mr.  Stevens  himself  spoke  of  it  as  improper  legislation  for  these  people  Y 

Answer.  1  have  not  it  before  me.  I  recollect  there  was  something  of  the  %ort  and 
much  discussion,  but  I  cannot  recollect  the  particulars. 

Question,  But  that  state  of  things  created  great  feeling  in  the  State  Y 

Answer.  Yes,  air. 

Question.  Were  not  all  the  officials,  the  judges,  attorney,  members  of  the  legislature, 
and  senators,  elected  and  imposed  upon  the  people  of  this  State  at  the  same  time  xrhai 
the  constitution  was  adopted,  and  when  the  democrats  did  not  vote  at  all  Y 

Answer,  In  some  few  places  the  democrats  voted.  In  a  great  many  places  they  did 
not  vote  at  all. 

Question,  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  there  was  but  one  democratic  memher  of  the  senate  Y 

Answer,  There  was  but  one  place  where  a  democrat  was  elected. 

Question,  It  was  unanimously  radical,  with  one  exception  Y 

Anstcer,  With  one  exception.  It  is  true  that  a  majority  of  the  registered  voters  did 
not  vote.  A  mtgority  of  the  registered  voters  did  not,  as  shown  by  the  records  made 
by  the  military  authorities.  The  records  show  that  a  great,  deal  better  than  I  can  by 
stating  it. 

Question,  At  any  rate,  you  had  a  constitution  imposed  upon  you  under  these  cireom- 
stances,  and  officials  elected  to  fill  all  your  offices,  and  who  were  recognized  by  Con- 
gress as  duly  elected  Y 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  fact  that  that  imposition  was  put  upon  you  caused  bitter  feeling? 

Answer.  That  caused  bitter  feeling  with  those  that  opposed  it.  I  think  at  that  time, 
however,  that  the  great  mass  of  the  white  people  of  Alabama  would  have  opposed,  as 
bitterly  as  it  was  iu  human  nature  to  oppose — that  they  would  have  put  all  the  bitter- 
ness into  it  that  human  nature  would  have  admitted,  iu  any  form  or  shape  that  it  could 
have  been  presented,  any  government  that  would  have  allowed  the  negroes  the  right 
of  suffrage,  or  the  privileges  that  belong  to  a  citizen.  I  think  the  bitterness  woald 
have  been  just  as  strong  iu  any  manner  in  which  that  question  could  have  been  pre- 
sented, and  they  would  have  been  as  much  op^wsed  to  the  Government,  whether  ther 
voted  or  not. 

Question.  Would  they  not,  but  for  theit  understauding  of  the  act  of  Congress,  hare 
opposed  with  equal  bitterness  the  election  of  all  the  members  of  the  legislature  and 
the  officials  who  were  imposed  upon  them  Y 

Answer.  A  great  many  of  them  would  have  been  quite  as  bitterly  opposed  to  them— 
I  will  not  bay  all  of  them. 
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Question,  Was  not  the  fact  that  Jndge  Gardner  was  put  tii>ou  the  people  in  that  way 
ono  of  the  ffronnds  of  their  opposing  his  taking  his  place  f 

Answer,  That  was  one  of  the  grounds  alleged,  and  what  made  the  thing  particularly 
bitter  in  that  county  was  that  the  man  he  displaced  was  a  popular  one,  a  warm  southern 
man,  and  they  were  very  hostile  to  Gardner  and  his  friends  for  taking  his  place,  as  they 
would  have  been  to  any  other  man  who  advocated  the  doctrines  which  Gardner  did — 
that  is,  the  right  of  the  negroes  to  citizenship,  and  to  vote  particularly. 

Question,  You  have  spoken  of  some  precincts  in  a  county  where  negroes  could  not 
vote  with  safety.    Is  it  not  the  law  of  Alabama  that  persons,  no  matter  in  what  pre- 
<rinct  they  reside,  have  the  right  to  vote  at  the  county-seat  of  their  county? 
.    Answer,  Such  is  the  law,  although  I  believe  the  last  democratic  house  tried  to  re- 
peal it. 

Question,  I  hope  they  will  succeed  next  time. 

Answer,  I  hope  they  will  not.  That  is  a  difference  of  opinion ;  but  it  is  bad  enough 
OS  it  is.^ 

Question,  They  can  vote  now  in  a  dozen  precincts  in  a  day  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  they  can,  because  there  is  a  list  of  their  names  by  which 
they  will  be  detected. 

Question,  By  your  election  laws  can  anybody  challenge  a  vote  for  its  being  cast  ille- 
gally t         •  ^ 

Answer,  Ko,  sir ;  no  man  has  the  right  to  challenge. 

Question,  Although  the  manrmay  be  seen  to  vote  half  a  dozen  times  a  day  ? 

Answer,  Ton  could  not  challenge,  but  you  may  appear  and  have  the  vote  stricken 
off.  ^ 

Question,  But  yon  may  see  him  vote  ten  times  a  day,  and  vou  cannot  challenge  himf 

Ansu>er,  No,  sir ;  but  you  may  have  his  vote  thrown  out  if  it  is  illegally  cast. 

Question,  Were  not  all  your  present  judges,  and  sheriffs,  and  attorneys,  and  other 
officers,  except  such  as  have  died  or  have  resigned  since,  elected  at  the  election  when 
the  democrats  did  not  vote  at  all  ? 

Anstoer,  I  think  they  were ;  all  that  were  elected  under  that  original  election  were. . 

Question.  And  th.eir  terms  have  not  yet  expired  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    A  great  many  of  them  have  been  appointed  or  elected  since. 

QuesUon,  So  that  the  organization  of  yonr  court/i  has  been  under  republican  aus- 
pices f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  you  have  had  a  republican  governor  until  lately  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  until  the  last  general  election. 

Question.  Under  that  organization  have  not  a  great  majority — nearly  all  of  your 
lodges,  and  sheriffis,  and  ouier  officials — been  members  of  the  republican  party  in  Ala- 
bama f 

Answer,  A  large  majority  of  them  were. 

Question,  Who  selects  your  jurors  and  yonr  ^and  jurors  f 

Answer,  They  are  selected  by  the  probate  judge,  and  the  sheriff,  and  the  circuit- 
court  clerk. 

Question,  These  were  officers  elected  in  a  great  majority  of  caies  at  that  time  of 
which  you  have  just  spoken  f 

Answer,  Yes^sir. 

Question,  Is  it  not  a  fact  that,  for  any  defect  in  the  selection  of  iurors  and  grand 
jorors,  the  responsibility  must  necessarily  be  on  the  officials  who  selected  them  ? 
■     Answer,  I  think  the  just  responsibility  is  upon  the  men  who  selected  them^ 

(Question,  As  to  the  Eutaw  difficulty  you  have  sx>oken  of,  I  believe  you  have  stated  it 
as  it  has  been  stated  before,  except  one  fact.  Was  there  not  a  man  named  Snoddy  who 
bad  been  killed  before  that  time,  and  the  murderers  of  whom  the  people  thought  that 
Boyd  did  not  try  to  prosecute  ? 

Answer,  There  was,  perhaps,  some  complaint  of  that  sort.  A  man  by  the  name  of 
Snoddy  was  kiUed,  and  two  negro  boys,  charged  with  it,  were  taken  up,  tried,  and  put 
in  jail.  It  was  said  that  upon  that  trial  before  the  justice^f  the  peace  as  a  court  of 
inquiry,  Mr.  Boyd  did  not  appear  in  the  prosecution.  Mr.  Boyd  stated  that  the 
reason  he  did  not  appear  was  because  the  parties  had  employed  able  counsel  to  repre- 
sent the' State,  and  there  was  no  necessity  for  his  appearing.  That  is  a  thing  tbat  very 
often  occurs  with  us.  It  has  occurred  with  me  in  this  office  ;  when  able  counsel  were 
employed  I  have  not  appeared.  I  have  heard  some  complaint  of  that  in  reference  to 
him,  but  I  think  that  it  was  a  very  small  item  of  the  account. 

Question.  Ho  had  killed  Brown  ? 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question,  Were  not  Brown's  friends  not  only  numerous  but  influential  in  the  upper 
part  of  that  county  f 

Answer.  They  were  numerous  and  influential  in  the  region  of  Union,  and  that  very 
region  in  which  I  think  the  great  body  of  Ku-Klus  in  that  county  resided. 
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QuesUon,  And  many  persons  at  least  thonffht  that  the  old  enmity  growing  oat  of  the 
killing  of  Brown  had  a  great  deal  to-do  with  it  t 

Answer,  A  great  many  thought  so,  and  I  have  no  doabt  it  had  some.  I  think  the 
three  causes  I  have  given  all  combined  to  produce  his  killing — ^perhaps  foar  caosea. 

Question,  Have  you  a  registration  law  in  Alabama? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  we  have. 

Question.  You  have  mentioned  now  a  number  of  cases ;  the  case  of  Henry  WilUama, 
in  Coosa  County,  was  one,  a  case  reported  fo  yon  by  him  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  reported  to  me  by  Wiley  Williams  and  Henry  Giles. 

Question,  Is  not  substantially  all  the  information  you  have  about  that  case  derived 
from  them  f 

Answer,  It  is  derived  from  hearing  them  swear  upon  three  different  trials.  I  bad 
three  trials  of  that  case,  and  upon  an  average  I  had  about  eight  witnesses,  and  the 
knowledge  I  have  is  derived  from  these  witnesses.  Their  character  and  credit  and  the 
fact  that  they  were  whipped  were  sustained.  That  was  sustained  by  Mr.  Maxwell,  ooe 
of  the  most  respectable  white  men  in  that  county.  Also  the  fact  thai  the  clmroh  was 
burned.    Mr.  Maxwell  said  on  his  oath  that  he  believed  that  it  was  done  as  they  said. 

Question,  In  the  Macon  County  case,  Lassiter  was  tried  before  the  United  States  com- 
missioner f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question,  An  appointee  df  the  General  Government  and  a. republican,  I  preaumef 

Answer,  It  is  not  exactly  ceii:ain  what  he  is.  He  was*originalIy  a  republican.  I  am 
not  sure  now  but  that  he  claims  t^  bo  more  of  a  democrat  l£an  a  republican. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Appointed  by  whom  T 

Answer,  Ho  was  appointed  by  Judge  Busteed.  I  understand  thaX  he  was  originally 
a  republican.  I  think  ho  hardly  now  professes  to  be  a  republican,  though  I  do  not 
think  ho  dabbles  at  all  in  politics. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Qu€siion,'^\le  acquitted  the  men  charged  T 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Tho  next  case  was  the  case  in  Pike,  of  the  man  who  had  committe<l  a  rape  f 

Answer,  That  was  down  in  the  county  adjoining  Pike  County.  It  was  in  Mont- 
gomery, down  near  the  Pike  County  line.* 

Question.  There  was  no  politics  mixed  up  either  in  that  or  the  two  former  cases,  so  far 
as  you  were  aware  t 

Answer,  There  was  no  politics  mixed  up  in  it^  nor  w.as  there,  that  I  know  of,  in  the 
Aaron  Lassiter  case.  In  that  case  the  only  politics  introduced  was,  that  General  Clan- 
ton  asked  Lassiter  how  ho  had  voted,  and  he  said  that  at  the  last  election  he  voted  the 
democratic  ticket.  I  asked  him  why,  and  he  said  because  this  man  Cash  drew  his  pistol 
on  him  and  made  him  vote  it.  In  the  first  case,  Williams  was  whippe<l.  Giles  was  not 
whipped.  Another  negro  was  shot  at.  Webb  was  hit  a  few  licks,  and  his  grave  marked 
out.  That  was  all  done  that  night.  The  negro  stated  that  these  men  who  did  it  stated 
they  were  confederate  soldiers  from  hell — who  had  come  from  hell  to  whip  out  every 
damned  radical. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Were  these  the  men  who  burned  the  church  t 

Answers  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  whether  the  church  thus  burned  belonged  to  the  organization  known 
as  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  North,  or  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Answer.  I  believe  it  was  a  Baptist  church.  That  was  on  the  same  night  and  the 
same  transaction. 

By  Mr.  BECt : 

Question,  In  the  case  of  tlie  rape  there  was  no  politics  in  that  t 

Answa\  None  that  I  heard  of.  The  girl,  I  understand,  made  affidavit  that  this  n^ro 
was  guilty.  I  understand  that  she  went  before  the  committing  Justice  of  the  peace 
and  swore  that  he  was  guilty. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  that  she  was  coerced  or  induced,  by  improper  inflaenoe, 
lo  go  there  and  make  that  affidavit  f 

Answer,  1  never  heard  how  she  came  to  do  it  except  from  the  negroes,  and  that  is 
perhaps  guess-work.  I  believe  his  wife  has  told  me  since  that  the  girl  said  to  her  that 
they  made  her  do  it. 

Question,  That  is,  the  wife  of  the  man  whipped  told  you  so  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  With  that  exception,  you  never  heard  that  she  was  coerced  f 

Answer.  With  that  exception,  I  know  nothing  about  how  it  was  done. 
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Question,  I  ask  becaase  you  wore  asked  by  the  cbaimftin  a  question  assaming  tbat 
the  girl  was  indaced  to  make  the  affidavit.  * 

Antwer,  I  never  hearci  anything  on  that  subject  except  from  the  wife  of  the  man  who 
was  whipped. 

Question.  In  tbat  class  of  cases  of  persons  who  had  complaints  to  make,  knowing  you 
to  be  a  United  States  ofiScial,  they  canic  to  ypu  with  their  complaints  because  of  your 
position  f 

Answer.  All  those  willing  to  prosecute  do,  but  there  are  very  few,  as  I  find,  who  are 
willing  to  prosecute.  I  find  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  get  them  to  make  the  affida- 
vit. They  are  willing  to  tell  me  if  I  will  promise  to  say  noihing  about  it,  but  not 
willing  to  prosecute. 

Question,  A  good  deal  has  been  said  by  you  and  others  about  the  alibi  being  relied 
QIK>n  as  a  defense.  Do  yon  know  how  a  man  can  very  well  defend  himself  otherwise 
against  p6eitive  proof,  even  if  that  is  false;  of  an  accuser,  when  a  crime  id  said  to  bo 
done  in  the  night  and  privately,  than  by  an  alibi  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  a  man  could  well  do^o,  where  there  is  positive  proof.  Ho 
mnst  either  discredit  the  proof,  or  prove  au  alibi. 

Question.  I  suppose  that,  when  a  person  makes  oath  that  this  is  so,  the  defendant  is 
reduced  to  one  of  tbese  two  things  ? 

Anstver.  I  -do  not  see  well  how  he  could  do  otherwise.  AVhile  I  -am  myself  not  pre- 
judiced against  a  man  who  makes  a  bona  fide  defense  of  an  alibif  I  think  it  is  entitled  to 
consideration ;  yet,  in  the  investigatious  I  have  gone  into,  I  am  satisfied  that  in  vari- 
ous cases  they  have  been  made  up.  ■      • 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  Huntsville  cast*,  llio  Henderson  cjisc.  Was  not  the  de- 
fense an  alibi  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  Henderson  himself  swore  positively  to  the  facts  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir;  and,  from  circumstances  that  have  come  to  my  knowleilgo  since, 
as  well  as  the  mauuer  of  their  swearing  then,  Lam  perfectly  satisfied  in  my  own  mind 
that  the  best  alibi  pn>ven,  which  was  Holseapple  s,  was  proven  by  a  mim  who  was 
with  him  when  the  deed  was  committed,  and  who  was  oue  of  the  men  whom  the 
ncCTO  did  not  recognize. 

Question.  Was  not  the  testimony  all  written  down  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  whom  ? 

Answer.  By  some  young  man;. the  clerk.  I  forget  who.  It  was  all  written  down 
and  read  to  them  very  carefully.    I  ha*l  that  done. 

Question.  Is  it  not  true  that  seven  white  men — Marion  Mathews,  Robert  Lindsay, 
Neal  Gannon,  Mr.  Rutherford,  Alexander  Malone,  M.  A.  Cami>bell,  and  A.  liorton,  and 
two  negroes,  one  named  James  Carter  and  the  other  William  Mathews,  all  testified 
that  this  negro,  Henderson,  was  a  man  of  ^notoriously  bad  character,  and  unworthy  of 
belief  on  oath  f 

^natrer.  Some  of  them  testified  that  strongly,  and  some  of  them  in  difi'orent  lan- 
guage? 

Question.  I  do  not  cive  the  words. 

Answer.  I  speak  aJso  of  the  substance.  There  was  a  number  that  discredited  hira. 
Mr.  Calvin  Goodloe,  with  whom  he  worked,  \vas  the  only  other  witness  I  had  who 

fave  him  credit.    Upon  the  examination,  when  I  asked  tbem  if  they  had  ever  heard  of 
is  being  sworn,  they  had  never  heard  of  it,  and  did  not  kuow  much  of  his  truthful- 
ness. 

.    Question.  That  testimony  can  all  be  obtained  here   in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Day,  the 
clerk  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  say,  too,  in  that  connection,  that  I  do  not  think  lever  had 
any  witness  yet,  who  was  a  colored  man,  but  what  some  white  witness  has  been  found 
to  discredit  him.  As  that  was  upon  a  mere  preliminary  examination,  and  not  upon 
the  final  trial,  though  some  of  tlfeso  negroes  have  said  that  they  could  credit  them- 
selves, I  have  Lever  yet  brought  them  in,  because  we  hail  uot  come  to  the  final  trial. 

Question.  In  the  case  of  Henderson,  you  did  not  sustain  him  against  those  ^barges, 
except  by  the  testimony  of  Goodloe  t 

Anstcer.  Except  by  Goodloe,  for  he  was  the  only  white  witness  I  had  here.  I  had  no 
time  to  send  out  for  Henderson's  witnesses,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  ho  could  have 
sastoincd  himself  Of  not. 

Question.  There  was  no  politics  charged  in  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  none. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  connection  with  that  Henderson  case,  I  will  ask  how  many  of  these 
witnesses,  who  discredited  Henderson,  ai>peared  by  the  testimony,  or  from  all  the  circum- 
stances surrounding  the  case,  their  neighborhood,  &c.,  to  have  participated  in  this 
outrage?  , 
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Anatoer.  I  could  Dot  tell  abf  at  that  They  were  strangers  to  me;  Moet  of  tbeM 
men  had  known  Henderson  but  a  litUe  while.  He  had  lived  over  in  another  r^on  «f 
coontry,  and  had  been  bat  a  short  time  in  this  neiehboAood.  Perhaps  one  of 
these  witnesses  knew  him  in  this  neighborhood ;  bat  he  had  not  been  long  in  Akdiaiiab 

Queetian,  None  of  them  had  heard  him  testify  before  t  , 

Answer,  No ;  none  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  You  were  asked  if  they  participated  in  this  particular  outrage. 

*  Answer,  I  am  going  to  sa^",  one  of  these  witnesses — and  I  say  this  here,  because  I  do 

not  expect  it  to  go  out  dntil  I  get  a  hearing  in  this  case— one  of  these  witnetoes,  firom 

the  circumstances,  from  my  knowledge  derived  since,  and  from  what  oceurred  thece, 

I  am  satisfied,  was  one  of  the  men  who  were  along  when  the  thing  was  done.    I  can 

five  the  reasons  why  I  believe  so.  This  witness  testified,  as  ^ou  may  see  if  you  ^ 
old  of  the  testimony,  that  he  was  with  Mr.  Holseapple  that  night,  watching  lus  mill, 
to  tly  to  catch  a  thief.  This  witness,  Lindsay,  a  brother  of  the  defendant,  lived  about 
a  mile  from  the  mill,  Holseapple  abotit  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  He  swore  that  he 
was  with  Holseapple  there  all  night ;  that  they  made  a  pallet  down^  and  were  awake 

Eretty  much  all  night ;  also  that  ho  went  to  the  livery-stable  and  hired  a  horse :  and 
e  described  the  horse.  He  states  that  nobo<ly  was  watching  him  and  Holseapple,  or 
saw  them  there ;  and  that  when  he  went  home  next  morning  he  told  nobody.  Now, 
the  horse,  as  he  describes  him,  is  precisely  the  character  of  horse  as  described  by  the 
negro  as  ridden  by  one  of  the  meu  who  did  the  thing,  and  I  learn  from  the  marshal 
that  that  horse  is  perhaps  the  only  horse  of  that  chai^ter  in  the  neighborhood. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  How  was  he  described  t 

AnsvDcr,  A  large  pacing  horse.  Now,  then,  the  fact  of  his  hiring  the  horse  from  a 
livery -stable  to  go  a  mi^ ;  and  {  learn  since,  that  when  he  was  arrested,  Holseapple 
stated  to  the  marshal,  ^*  I  coald  not  have  been  there  that  night,  for  I  was  at  home  that 
night  with  my  wife.  I  have  not  slept  from  her  for  two  years ;  I  can  prove  it  by  her." 
Taking  these  things  together,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  in  all  probability 
Lindsay  was  one  of  the  parties.  I  may  be  wrong ;  but  I  intend  to  investigate  it ;  and 
I  have  not  spoken  of  this  to  anybody  before ;  but  I  have  ti^ken  steps  to  have  the  man 
who  hired  him  the  horse  brought. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  How  about  the  other  eight  witnesses ;  were  they  there  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  were. 

QuesUon.  Did  the  negro  himself  pretond  that  they  were  t 

Anstoei',  The  negro  only  pretended  that  there  were  ^ve,  and  he  identified  three.  I 
will  say,  as  to  discrediting  witnesses,  I  believe  in  these  cases  if  you  will  ask  a  grest 
many  men — for  there  is  a  great  deal  of  prejudice  when  these  thin^  come  np— that  tfaer 
will  tell  you  they  would  not  believe  any  negro.    I  have  found  witnesses  to  say  ^. 

Question,  Judge  Minnis,  when  you  spoke  about  the  want  of  faith  which  you  have  in 
an  alibi  sworn  to  by  white  men 

Answer,  I  did  not  say  anything  of  want  of  faith.  I  think  it  is  a  good  and  meritori- 
ous defense  when  well  made. 

Question,  Is  it  your  experience  that  intelligent  white  men  are  bigger  liars  than  ne- 
groes, as  a  class  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  believe  they  are  :  but  I  believe  (and  it  is  my  experience)  that  men 
who  go  into  these  bands,  and  if  guilty,  (for  they  are  guilty  or  not,)  are  ready  to  swear 
to  anything  to  swear  one  another  out. 

Question,  But  are  white  men  who  do  not  belong  to  these  bands  not  more  truthfiil 
than  negroes  as  a  race  f 

Answer,  I  would  take  it  as  a  general  rule  to  have  more  confidence  in  a  white  man  not 
belonging  to  these  bands  than  in  a  negro  equally  intelligent ;  because  my  experience 
is  that  negroes  are  not  well  educated ;  and  even  those  somewhat  intelligent  have  a 
capacity,&  enlarging  too  much  when  they  even  intend  to  tell  you  the  truth.  I  %m 
inclined  to  think  that  I  would  give  more  credit  to  the  white  man,  if  I  had  equal  oonfi- 
dence  in  both. 

Question,  If  I  recollect  aright,  as  to  the  Limestone  case,  you  say  that  grew  out  of  a 
private  quarrel  f  .  ♦ 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  the  immediate  cause  was  a  private  quarrel.  My  opinicui 
is,  and  several  democrats  that  I  have  talked  with  from  there  agree  with  me  in  it,  that 
the  only  thin^  in  which  politics  had  to  do  with  that,  and  probably  many  others,  was 
that  the  notorious  prejudice  against  him  as  a  republican,  and  against  republicanism, 
made  them  feel  a  greater  li^nse  to  whip  him  than  anybody  else,  for  they  did  not  feci 
in  as  much  danger;  that  is  what  I  understood. 

Question.  This  county  of  Fayette,  I  believe,  you  found  the  worst  of  the  connties  yoe 
•lave  spoken  of  or  know  of  now  t  • 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEE.  659 

Jntwer.  That  is  the  woesI  county,  soiar  as  acts  haye  come  t«  my  knowledge ;  quite 
the  worst. 

Question.  Does  that  adjoin  Mississippi  t 

Anmoer,  No,  sir ;  there  is  one  county  lies  between  it  and  Mississippi— Marion  and 
Sandford  come  in  between. 

Question.  It  is  a  short  d^tance  to  the  line  f 

Answer.  Not  a  great  ways.  « 

Question.  And  there  are  conveniences  for  escape  from  one  State  to  the  other  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  though  Marion  County,  that  lies  between  it  and  Mississippi,  seems 
to  have  been  as  quiet  as  any  county  in  the  State. 

Question.  When  they  e6cai)e  into  Mississippi,  have  you  any  means  of  getting  them 
back  until  they  are  arrested  in  that  State  f  ^ 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  means  I  have  is,  after  I  have  got  them  indicted  in  the  United 
States  court,  I  send  a  capias  over  into  Mississippi. 

Question.  But  the  State  courts  have  no  x>ower  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  no  power  without  making  a  demand  on  the  governor. 

Question.  And  that  is  after  they  are  arrested  T 

Answer.  You  could  do  it  upon  a  warrant ;  you  could  make  a  demand  upon  your  gov- 
ernor and  he  upon  their  governor,  and  he  would  deliver  him  upon  a  warrant,  but  it 
would  have  to  be  upon  a  warrant. 

Question.  In  the  cases  in  Fayette,  of  which  yon  have  spoken,  Wooley^s,  Fowler^s,  and 
TidwelPs  cases^  yon  did  not  hear  the  facts  from  the  parties  themselves! 

Answer.  Not  from  the  parties  upon  whom  the  violence  was  committed. 

Question.  It  was  from  persons  upon  whom  you  relied,  but  not  from  the  parties  them- 
selves f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  There  were  other  cases  only  from  rumor,  bnt  these  were  cases 
in  which  I  believe  the  information  reliable,  and,  from  everything  I  could  learn,  nobody 
there  seemed  to  dispute  that  they  had  occurred. 

Question.  Still,  the  fact  I'emains  that  you  did  not  hear  them  from  the  parties  them- 
selves T 

Anstcer.  I  did  not  in  those  particular  cases. 

Question.  Is  the  judge  himself  a  repnblican  or  a  democrat  f 

Anstcer.  I  never  asked  him,  and  it  is  hard  for  me  to  tell.  My  impression  is  this  :  I 
think  he  voted  for  Goveiiiot  Smith,  and  I  think  he  voted  the  balance  of  the  democratic 
ticket ;  he  is  a  conservative  man  in  politics,  and  eminently  a  good  jurist,  and  I  think 
he  is  trj'ing  to  enforce  the  law.   ^ 

Question.  Is  the  probate  judge  a  republican  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  the  sheriff  a  republican  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  the  men  who  selected  the  jurors  and  grand  Jujors  republicans  or 
democrats  T 

Answer.  The  clerk  of  the  court  was  a  democrat. 

Question.  Bnt  two  out  of  three  were  republicans  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  it  was  that  jury  that  found  the  indictments  against  the  sheriff  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  was  not  there  to  see  how  they  were  selected,  but  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  You  have  stated  that  the  law  provides  that  these  men  should  have  the 
selection  of  the  ^jury  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  two  out  of  the  three  men  who  selected  them  were  republicans  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  not  true  that  a  verv  Ifirge  number  of  the  young  men  in  Fayette,  Win- 
ston, and  Walker  Counties  joined  the  Federal  Army,  and  fought  ih  it  through  the  war  f 

Anstcer.  1  do  not  know  so  well,  about  any  others  as  Fayette,  not  having  been  in 
them,  but  in  Fayette  County  I  understand  that  a  great  many  young  men  joined  the 
Federal  Army  and  fought  turouKh  the  war ;  I  also  learned,  in  talking  to  them  and 
others,  to  olcl  men  particularly,  that  in  their  opinion — and  they  had  counted  the  men 
— if  an  election  cimUX  be  held  without  intimidation,  openly,  they  would  be  able  at  any 
time  to  carry  that  county ;  they  had  carried  it  in  the  sheriff's  election.  Most  of  these 
men  that  were  in  the  Federal  Army  are  now  republicans,  and  some  few  who  were 
confederates.  The  bheriff  was  a  captain  m  the  confederate  army,  and  a  few  who  wert 
in  the  Federal  Army  are  democrats.  I  asketl  them,  "  If  vou  have  such  a  power,  why 
do  you  not  put  this  thing  down  ?  "  They  said,  "  To  do  that  we  must  do  as  they  do — 
disguise  and  kill."  The  sheriff  said,  **  When  I  gather  my  posse,  I  could  command  the 
posse,  and  I  could  depend  upon  them ;  but  as  soon  as  I  get  home,  I  meet  my  wife  cry- 
ing, saying  that  they  have  been  there  shooting  into  the  house.  When  we  scatter  to 
our  houses,  we  do  not  know  at  what  time  we  are  to  be  shot  down ;  and  living  with  our 
lives  in  our  hands  in  this  way,  we  have  become  disheartened,  and  do  not  know  what  to 
do."    That  is  the  hypothesis  they  gave  me  for  this  thing.    Another  thing :  one  of  the 
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prejudices  against  the  sheriff,  whioh  was  much  proolalmod)  was,  that  the  posse  was 
composed  largely  of  those  men  who  had  been  in  the  Federal  Army.  I  heard  a  dis- 
tinction of  names  and  parties  there  that  I  never  had  heard  before.  Those  men  sup- 
posed to  be  Ku-Klux  and  those  sympatizing  with  them  called  thoae  who  had  been  iatbti 
Federal  Army  "  Mossy  backs."  It  was  of  them  that  his  posse  was  largely  composed. 
I  learned  from  all  parties,  that  one  cause  of  so  much  exci^ment  against  the  sheritf 
was,  that  he  had  summoned  a  pc^so  of  *'  Mossy  backs,"  men  who  were  in  the  Federal 
Army,  "  to  arrest  us  who  were  in  the  confederate  army."  That  is  why  he  was  more 
objectionable  to  them  than  any  other  man,  as  I  learned. 

Question.  The  chainnau,  in  his  last  general  question  to  you,  put  it  in  this  form :  that 
they  were  seeking  to  murder  Oft'  Union  men.  Is  there  any  such  distinctioQ  now  in 
Alabama  of  recoguiz^d  political  parties,  as  Union  and  disunion  parties,  openly  recog- 
nized t 

Avstcer.  I  ca*nnot  say  that  I  know  of  any  party  which  recognises  itself  as  a  disunion 
party.  And  I  would  say  that  if  any  man  publicly  was  called  upon  to  declare  that'  he 
was  a  disunion  man,  if  he  had  any  political  aspirations,  I  do  not  think  that  ho  would 
say  it.  I  do  know  that  there  are  men,  even  in  this  city,  that  I  liave  talked  with  since 
I  have  been  here,  intelligent  men,  who  have  told  me  that  they  would  yet  be  for  disunion 
if  it  could  be  had  j  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  South  and  the  North  would  be  better  in 
separate  governments. 

Question.  Is  there  any  such  organized  party  ? 

Ansiva'.  There  is  not,  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Therefore,  in  the  designation  of  Union  men,  what  do  you  understand  that 
to  mean  ? 

Answer.  Republicans  very  often  speak  of  themselves  as  Union  men,  perhaps  with  a 
view  of  creating  that  distinction,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  recognized  by  the  other  side. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  You  have  a  clatis  of  men,  who  denominate  themselves  Union  men,  scattered 
over  the  State! 

ATistoer.  Yes,  sir ;  scattering  men,  but  not  such  an  organization  as  a  party ;  they  belong 
to  one  or  other  of  the  parties ;  there  are  a  great  many  men  I  know  who  have  been 
voting  all  the  time  with  the  democratic  party,  who  call  themselves  Union  men,  and  do 
not  like  to  be  called  anything  else;  there  are  some  of  these  who  were  old-line  whi^ 
and  they  do  not  like  to  be  called  democrats,  and  yet  they  mostly  vote  with  the  demo- 
cratic party. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  You  have  been  asked  whether  or  not  the  tiftecnth  ameudineut  was  not  the 
great  ground  of  complaint  here.  Was  not  the  fourteenth  amendmout  quite  as  much 
complained  of,  with  its  disqualifying  clause  If 

Answer.  I  will  say  now  what  I  did  not  think  of  in  speaking  of  the  other.  The  feature 
in  the  fourteenth  amendment,  disqualifying  or  rendering  men  ineligible,  was  verj- 
oaious,  and  I  do  not  know  but  it  has  done  as  much  to  kee^)  up  the  irritation  as  any  one 
thiu^  connected  with  the  whole  of  the  reconstruction.  I  myself  believe  that,  while  i\ 
was  imposed,  I  think,  lor  the  very,  best  motives,  and  was  well  at  the  time,  it  ought  iq 
have  been  repealed,  or  the  disabilities  removed  ;  and  I  have  thought  so  for  yeaK>. 

Question.  \Vhat  would  be  the  ellect  of  the  removal  f 

Answer.  The  removal  of  these  disabilities,  in  my  opinion,  would  have  a  verj^  salutary 
cfiect. 

Question.  How  f    I  want  Congrefs  to  understand  your  views  upon  that. 

Aniivir.  In  the  fii>t  place,  lb*  n,  as  eveiy  man  is  allowed  to  vote,  it  is  not  good  to  keep 
men  out  ol  ofiice,  lor  thtrc  aie  always  as  bad  men  who  are  eligible  to  oilice  as  any  who 
are  not  eligible. 

Question.  You  thiuk  an  idea  can  always  find  a  reriresentative  f 

Anbtc(r.  Yes,  tir,  lind  a  lepregentative.  In  the  uiscussious  I  met  on  the  subject,  the 
most  difficult  thing  in  the  whole  republican  programme  I  have  found  to  meet,  is  thac 
disqualification  lor  office  There  are  some  men  in  this  State,  who  are  disqualiiied^  who 
are  very  good  men.  Young  men,  seeing  their  fathers  disqualitied,  find  it  a  souroe  of 
very  great  irritation,  and  one  that  appeals  veiy  much  to  the  passions  as  well  aa  to  the 
reason,  if  to  the  reafcon  at  all.  Take  the  case  of  a  youug  man.  He  says,  "  Hero  ia  the 
pegro  I  used  to  own,  eligible  to  any  office  ;  and  here  is  my  father,  an  inteUigent  man, 
who  is  ineligible  to  any  office."  I  thiuk  it  would  do  a  great  deal  of  good  to  remove 
such  disabilities,  and  that  it  could  do  no  possible  harm.  Aside  from  that  feature  in 
the  fourteenth  amendment,  I  think  the  tifteenth  amendment  was  the  most  odious  ot' 
all  the  reconstruction  measures.  I  am  candid  in  saying  that  if  I  had  my  will  on  tbe 
subject  of  ineligibility,  I  should  just  wipe  it  out  clean;  1  do  not  care  whether  a  man 
was  educated  at  West  Point  or  where,  or  what  office  he  had  held  before  the  war. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
QuestUm.  Is  not  that  the  position  tf  the  republican  party  of  Alabama? 
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Answer,  That  is  the  position  of  the  repablio^  party  of  Alabama^  so  far  as  I  know. 
Qamtion,  Did  they  so  declare  in  their  convention  last  year  ? 

Answer,  They  did ;  and,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  it  is  the  desire  and  wish  of  tho 
whole  party  of  this  State. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Has  there  not  been  a  good  deal  of  difficulty,  if  a  negro  did  happen  to  want 
to  voto  the  democratic  ticket,  for  him  to  maintain  social  position  with  his  colored 
brethren  t    Did  he  not  mn  a  risk  t 

Jnswe):  I  have  heanl  that  said,  and  have  heard  negroes  speaking  in  bitter  terms  of 
a  ue^ro  who  woald  forsake  his  own  class.  I  have  never  heard,  however,  of  any  par- 
tiealur  ca«e  where  one  has  been  ostracised  or  injured.  I  know  some  in  Montgomery 
who  voted  the  democratio  ticket.  I  never  knew  one  to  be  injured.  I  have  always 
inst  meted  them,  when  I  have  heard  of  any  such  thing,  never  to  think  of  doing  snoh  as 
thing. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qnestion,  You  say  that  in  a  minority  of  the  counties  the  democrats,  in  1868,  abstained 
from  voting  at  the  election  held  for  the  ratification  of  the  new  constitution,  and  the 
election  of  officers  under  that  constitution  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  I  ask  you  to  state  whether  they  were  not  so  counseled  by  Andrew  Johnson^ 
then  PresidcDt  of  the  United  States;  and  was  it  not  the  general  understanding  that 
that  was  their  best  policy  t 

Answer,  While  1  do  not  remember  now  of  seeing  anything  directly  from  him,  I  may 
have  done  so,  but  I  have  forgotten  it;  my  regoUection  is,  however,  that  that  was  the 
n  nderstandiug,  and  probably  as  coming  from  Qovemor  Parsons. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Which  Governor  Parsons  T 

Answer,  Lewis  E.  Parsons.    I  think,  myself,  it  was  a  bad  policy. 

By  the  Chatrmax  : 

Qu^'sfion,  You  have  been  asked  by  Mr.  Beck  whether  your  election  law  allows  any 
cballcDge  of  voters  at  the  polls,  and  you  have  answered  that  it  did  not.  I  will  ask  you 
to  state  in  this  connection  what  abuses  of  the  power  of  challenge  would  exist,  in  all 
probability,  if  it  were  allowed. 

Answer.  In  the  first  place,  I  think  that  as  at  that  time  men  resort  to  extraordinary 
means,  as  I  know  they  have  -done,  to  carry  an  election,  it  would  give  an  advantage  to^ 
those  challenging  negro  votes,  for  it  is  always  harder  tor  a  negro  to  show  his  age,  &c.,. 
and  it  would  defeat  tne  whole  vote  being  cast.  But  there  is  another  feature  which  is^ 
still  worse.  You  go  into  a  neighborhood  where  there  are  a  great  many  negroes,  and 
with  bands  of  disguised  men,  or  oth«)rwise,  whip  these  negroes,  so  as  to  keep  them  in 
an  humbled  and  inferior  condition,  a  areat  manv  of  these  whippings  bemg  trace- . 
able  to  the  politics,  and  the  negroes  will  be  scared  and  intimidate.  Now,  let  your 
negro  be  challenged  as  to  his  vote  by  one  of  those  men,  and  he  would  instantly 
turn  and  run,  and  you  would  as  effectually  prevent  the  casting  of  their  vote  in. 
this  w^  as  by  whipping  them  directly  for  it. 

Question.  Do  southern  aemocrats  claim  that  such  men  as  Davis,  Toombs.  Stephens, 
and  others,  who  had  violated  their  oaths  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  i 
States,  and  who  had,  as  leaders,  endeavored  for  four  years  to  destroy  the  Union,  should 
be  trusted  to  hold  office  again  under  the  Constitution  upon  a  repetition  of  tne  oath . 
they  had  once  violated  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  what  southern  democrats  hold  and  how  far  they  would  trust 
them  with  office,  but  1  say  myself  I  beheve  these  men  are  no  worse  than  others  who  * 
went  voluntarily  into  the  war,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  trusted  with  office  if  their, 
constituency  would  elect  them. 

%  Question,  Do  you  think  such  men  could  be  trusted  to  enforce  the  obnoxious  clause  of ' 
the  fonrteenth  amendment  and  the  entire  fifteenth  amendment? . 

Ansicer,  I  do  not  know  whether  they  could  or  not.  If  their  constituency  sent  themi 
there  for  the  purpose,  I  do  not  know  whether  they  would  or  not;  but  their  oonstitn- 
ency  ought  to  have  the  right  to  vote  for  them;  and  if  they  had  a  good  constituency - 
\vbo  did  not  think  them  safe,  they  would  not  trust  them ;  and  if  they  did  put  one  of 
these  men  up,  I  hope  our  Government  will  not  be  in  such  a  fix  that  these  men  could  do 
it  any  harm,  for  if  so,  we  would  be  in  a  bad  fix,  indeed. 

Question,  Do.  not  these  men  now  denounce  tjie  fifteenth  amendment  as  unconstitu- 
tional, revolutionarv,  and  void  ? 

Answer,  I  think  that  Toombs,  Davis,  and  Stephens  do.  That  may  be  the  feeling  of 
a  great  many  democrats.  As  I  have  stated  my  opinion  very  strong  on  the  other  hand, 
I  ^ill  state  that  I  myself  feel,  at  least,  some  fear  that  a  great  many  democrats  who  a^ 
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apparently  favorinfr  this  new  departure  are  not  in  good  fiEiith  about  it.    I  liaTe  my 
own  doubts  about  that. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QuestUm.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  other  way  for  the  two  races  in  Alabama^  being 
nearly  equally  divided  here  in  numbers,  to  live  in  a  peaceful  way  except  upon  the  baaifl 
of  couiplete  civil  and  political  equality  t 

Aimoer,  My  opinion  is  this,  that,  in  a  republican  government,  democratic  in  princi- 


niust  enjoy  all  these  rignts  of  citizens,  or  you  challenge  the  fundamental  principles  of 
your  Government,  or  you  must  separate  the  two  races.  1  think  one  oi  these  three 
propositions  must  follow. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  20, 1871. 
JOHN  A.  MINNI8  recalled,  testified  as  follows : 

By  the  Chaibman: 

Question,  Tou  are  the  district  attorney  for  Alabama,  are  you  not  t 
.    Answer,  1  am  for  the  middle  and  northern  districts. 

Question,  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  district  judge^  Richard  Busteedf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  to  the  committee  whether  yon  had  any  conyersalion 
with  Jnd^o  Bustecd  before  his  going  to  Washington,  when  he  gave  liia  testimony  beJ^ife 
the  committee  on  the  23d  of  June,  1871. 

Answer.  I  was  with  him  at  court  at  Huntsville  and  at  a  court  here,  and  had  fi^unit 
conversations  with  him,  and  had  some  just  before  he  left.  At  the  court  at  ^nnt«viUe 
there  was  no  grand  jury  until  I  got  there,  on  Monday.  It  was  ordM^l  on  Tne^day, 
and  1  present^  no  cases  there  except  one  post-office  case.  That  was  bound  over.  Tbey 
were  not  prepared,  not  knowing  whether  there  would  be  a  grand  Jury  or  not.  Whri) 
we  came  down  here,  there  were  some  cases  bound  over  of  the  same  character,  and  there 
had  been  some  complaint  made  to  me  about  outrages.    I  had  several  letters,  and  in 

getting  him  to  order  the  ^rand  Jury  I  showed  him  all  these  and  the  reasons  for  it.  I 
ad  a  good  deal  of  talk  with  him,  first  andjast,  about  the  situation  of  the  country. 

Question,  I  will  ask  you  to  state  to  the  committee  what  opinion  he  expre»ed,  if  any^ 
relative  to  the  existence  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klau  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  what  opin- 
ion he  expressed  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  Federal  officers  to  his  personal  influence  for 
not  being  interfered  with  by  that  organization  f 

Ansujer.  A  day  or  two,  probably  the  day  before  he  left,  (my  office  was  then  In  this 
room,)  he  came  iu  here.  I  think  myself  and  (General  Healy,  and  he,  were  present,  and 
in  conversation  that  question  came  up,  particularly  as  to  the  legislation  necessary  upon 
it  by  Congress.  He  drew  up  a  rough  drought  and  asked  me  to  copy  it,  giving  what  be 
thon^ht,  or  the  legislation  that  he  would  recommend  upon  the  subject.  He  aslu^  me  to 
copy  it,  and  he  wanted  me  and  General  Healy  to  indorse  it ;  this,  I  think^^Kras  ja»t 
before  his  leaving,  after  having  held  the  November  term,  1870,  which  runs  into  1671 ;  I 
think  as  late  as  March. 

Question,  Qeneral  Healy  was  Unite4  States  marshal? 

Answer.  United  States  marshal.  It  was  either  at  the  time  he  gave  it  to  me  to  copy, 
or  after  I  laid  copied  it,  and  it  was  iu  this  room  that  we  weie  talking  upon  the  snlject 
At  that  time  we  had  heard  of  a  great  deal  iu  West  Alabama,  and  the  subject  we 
were  talking  about  was,  that  it  was  approaching  nearer  here,  or  perhaps  into  Perry,  or 
some  other  county  nearer  than  it  had  been  before.  His  plan,  which  he  wanted  us  to 
recommend,  and  which  we  did  recommend,  was  to  give  the  United  States  coorts  a 
much  morQ  extended  jurisdiction  over  almost  every  species  of  offenses  than  baa  bets 
done  by  any  of  the  bills,  but  it  did  not  havo  in  it  the  military  feature.    That  was  his 

Elan.  In  talking  about  that,  and  in  view  of  some  very  alarming  things  we  had  j«&t 
eard  from  West  Alabama,  1  perhaps  remarked  to  him,  '*I  don't  know  that  we  woaM 
even  l>e  safe  here,  but  for  the  protection  of  the  United  States  court."  He  aeeoaed  t^  aa 
I  thought,  agree  to  that  proposition ;  he  made  this  remark,  rather  hitting  himself  oa 
*  his  breast  or  tapping  himself  ^'Boys,  do  not  say  *but  for  the  United  States  court,'  yoe 
would  not  be  safe  here ;  but  for  me,  vou  would  not  be  safe  here."  That  waa  hi 
siou,  as  I  remember  it,  at  any  rate  tuat  was  the  idea. 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  disturbance  which  was  the  subject  of  tlw 
versation  in  reference  to  West  Alabama  t 

Answer,  I  can't  remember  just  what  it  was ;  we  had  so  many  aceoants  4^  startliog 
'  affairs. 
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Qmeslion.  Were  they  Eu-Klax  disturbancea  f 

Answer,  They  were  said  to  be  oommitted  by  men  in  disgaise. 

Question.  Did  he  express  any  doubt  about  the  exist'ence  of  these  disturbances  by  that 
organization  f 

Anatver,  I  do  not  think  I  ever  heard  him  express  any  doubt  about  it,  as  I  remember, 
except  in  his  charges — I  mean  privately;  but  in  his  char^resto  the  grand  jury,  ho 
genei-ully  complimented  them  upon  the  peaceable  condition  of  the  country.  He  would 
compliment  the  country  and  the  grand  jury  upon  the  peaceable  condition  of  things. 

Question,  But  his  private  conversations  were  of  a  different  character  ? 

Answer,  I  never  heard  him  express  a  doubt  about  the  existence  of  the  orgauization 
or  the  disturbances,  as  I  remember.  I  will  not  be  certain  that  I  have  repeated  his 
exact  language,  but  I  have  given  the  idea. 

Question,  Does  Jnd^  Bnsteed  reside  in  this  State  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  think  not.  In  all  the  business  I  have  with  him  to  get  any  certifi- 
cates, &c,  I  have  to  send  to  New  York,  except  it  be  right  in  xsonrt  time.  If  he  has  been 
here  since  court,  I  do  not  know  it ;  or  if  he  was  here  before,  except  during  the  courts, 
at  any  time,  I  cannot  now  remember  it.  He  might  have  been  here  at  some  bankrupt 
court. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

^    Qtiestion.  Where  do  you  address  him  f 

Answer,  I  always  address  my  letters  to  him  at  Jamaica,  New  York. 

Question,  Was  it  in  Judge  Busteed's  court  that  J.  L.  Perkins,  foreman  of  the  gi'aud 
jury,  made  the  report  which  is  found  upon  page  330  of  the  printed  testimony  relating 
to  the  condition  of  afiairs  in  the  State  of  Alabama  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  It  was  a  grand  Jui^  which  I  had  been  attending  myself.  The 
report  was  made  to  him.    I  knew  nothing  about  any  sort  of  report  that  they  were 

Jroiug  to  make.  I  did  not  know  that  they  had  drawn  it  up.  The  first  I  knew  of  it, 
fudge  Bnsteed  called  me  to  the  bench  when  the^  had  made  it,  and  said,  '*  You  ought 
to  look  at  it.''    He  said,  '^  That  will  sustain  you  in  everything  you  siud.^ 

Question,  Judge  Bnsteed  said  that  to  you  f 

Ansiver,  When  that  report  was  made,  the  first  I  knew  that  such  a  thing  was  even 
considered,  or  that  there  was  a  report  or  that  character,  was  when  they  came  iu  with 
tlieir  bills,  and  I  was  done  and  presented  the  report  to  Judge  Bnsteed.  He  motioned  me 
up  to  the  bench,  and  said  to  me,  '*  That  is  a  very  important  paper  to  us.  It  sustains 
you  in  everything  you  have  said."  I  understood  that  to  be  in  reference  to  a  contro- 
versy I  had  had  in  some  of  the  papers  in  relation  to  whether  there  was  such  a  thing  or 
not. 

Question,  At  what  term  of  the  court  was  that  report  made  f 

Answer,  It  was  at  the  May  term,  I  think.  I  do  not  remember  that  it  was  in  May, 
but  it  was  the  May  term. 

Question:  Of  this  present  year  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  As  I  desire  to  have  that  report  incorporated  in  your  testimony,  I  will  ask 
yon  to  look  at  the  report  I  now  show  you,  and  state  whether  that  is  the  one  printed 
on  page  330  of  the  testimony  taken  before  this  committee  in  relation  to  the  State  of 
Alabama. 

Ansv^,  I  cannot  say  that  that  is  an  exact  copy,  not  having  the  original  now  to  com- 
pare .them,  but  fh>m  my  recollection  it  is  the  substance  of  it.  I  recollect  it  very  well, 
and  I  reckon  this  is  a  literal  copy.    I  wouldXhink  so. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

^'  Report  of  grand  jurors  of  middle  district  of  Alabama, 

<'  To  the  Hon.  Richard  Bustbbd  : 

"  The  grand  jurok«  of  the  middle  district  of  Alabama  beg  leave  to  make  their  report. 

'*  We  regret  to  be  compelled,  from  the  evidence  brought  before  us,  to  say  we  are  forced 
to  the  conclusion  that  in  some  parts  of  this  district  there  have  been  frequent  and  out- 
rageous violations  of  law.  Without  provocation,  both  white  and  colored  persons  have 
l>een  beaten,  whipped,  shot  at,  wounded,  and  some  killed,  while  in  the  peaceable  pur- 
Boits  ot  the  rights  secured  to  them  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States, 
by  persons  in  most  instances  disguised,  aod  whom  it  has  not  been  possible,  from  the 
evidence  before  us,  to  Identity,  except  in  the  cases  reported  by  us.  We  deplore  this 
state  of  things,  and  wish  thus  publicly  and  officially  to  express  our  disapprobation  and 
to  denounce  all  who  are  engaged  in  them,  and  pledge  ourselves  to  put  a  stop  to  them, 
eo  iar  as  in  our  power,  and  call  upon  all  ^^ood  citizens  throughout  the  State  to  aid  the 
authorities  to  bring  these  criminals  t^  justice.  We  owe  it  to  ourselves,  our  citizens, 
&nd  to  the  fair  iame  of  our  State  to  do  this. 

*'  We  are  happy,  however,  to  stat>e  that  we  find  nothing  in  the  evidence  before  us  to 
implicate  the  great  body  of  the  people  iu  these  outrages,  or  to  show  that  there  is  any  or- 
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ganized  "band  of  Ku-Klux  (so  called)  throughout  the  district,  but  believe  that  tbe  great 
mass  of  the  people  are  opposed  to  snoh  an  orjjanization,  which  exists  only  in  certain 
localities  in  the  counties  of  Macon,  Cooda,  and  Tallapoosa,  and  these  confined  to  a  few 
persons. 

*'  With  these  views,  and  believing  that  onr  services  are  no  longer  reqoired  in  the 
interest  of  the  Qovemment,  we  ask  to  be  discharged. 

«  J.  L.  PERKINS, 

"  Foreman  Orimd  Jwry. 

^'  We  object  to  the  report  on  account  of  its  generalities,  preferring  to  specify  the  par- 
ticular occurrences. 

"  BENJ.  F.  NOBLE. 
**  WM.  H.  SMITH. 

"  Besolvedj  That  the  than^  of  this  grand  jury  are  due,  and  hereby  tendered  to,  Uw 
Hon.  Richard  Busteed,  for  his  able,  dignified,  and  impartial  charge  to  os,  and  for  his 
gentlemanly  bearing  toward  us,  while  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  onr  duties ;  and  * 
al^  to  the  Hon.  J.  A.  Minnie,  district  attorney,  for  his. ability  and  conrt«ey 'vrhile 
assisting  and  advising  us  as  to  the  cases  before  us ;  and  al^  to  t£e  Hon.  R.  W.  Healy, 
Uuit-ed  States  marshal,  and  other  officers,  for  their  politeness  and  care  for  onr  com- 
fort. 

"  J.  L.  PERKINS, 

♦*  Foreman  Orand  Jiiry."] 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Q%i€8tion.  Judge,  in  regard  tS  the  claim  of  Judge  Busteed  t^  have  afforded  protection 
to  the  United  States  court,  do  you  not  think  that  was  a  little  pleasant  <::asconade  of  his  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  thought,  when  he  put  his  hand  on  his  breast  and  said,  **  My  boys," 
that  that  was ;  but  in  regard  to  his  views  of  the  protection  afibrded  by  the  conrt  and 
of  the  necessity  for  that  protection,  I  could  not  form  such  an  opinion  from  the  f^ct 
that  we  were  at  that  time,  and  had  been  discussing  a  recommendation  of  his  which  be 
said  he  wanted  to  make  to  Congress  and  which  he  wanted  ns  to  indorse,  which,  if  I 
recollect  aright,  gave  pretty  much  an  entire  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  State 
courts  in  all  cases  of  personal  rights.  That  was  the  substance  really  of  what  he  drew 
u})  as  a  plan  of  his  own.  As  I  understood  him,  he  was  opposed  to  calling  in  the  mili- 
tary, and  was  in  favor  of  very  much  strengthening  the  civil  authorities  of  the  United 
States,  and  that,  as  I  understood  from  him,  was  what  he  would  ask  or  what  he  would 
use  bis  influence  to  have  Congress  pass.  It  was  very  mnch  the  same  idea  that  I  had 
heard  from  Alex.  White  in  this  State,  and  I  think  their  views  corresponded  very  much, 
although  his  bill  would  have  been  a  little  stronger  than  I  would  have  ^ven.  I  had 
signed  a  recommendation,  and  General  Healey  did,  too,  I  think,  indorsing  his  proposition. 

Question,  Are  not  the  judges  of  the  State  court  quite  equal  to  Judge  Busteed  in  le^l 
lore! 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  think  myself  that  we  have  any  jud^,  in  the  State  courts  at 
least,  who  are  superior  to  Judge  Bustled  in  point  of  discrimination  and  real  ability. 
I  think  very  likely  we  have  judges  in  the  State  courts  that  are,  I  may  say,  more 
learned,  or  equal  to  him,  at  least,  in  learning. 

Question,  It  does  not  require  any  very  great  acumen  in  a  judge  to  sit  in  criminal 
cases?  ^ 

Answer.    No,  sir ;  it  does  not  require  any  great  learning. 

Question,  The  laws  are  simn)e  f 

Answer,  The  laws  are  simple  and  plain.  It  is  more  from  an  adaptation  to  that  par> 
ticular  thing  than  it  is  to  any  great  legal  learning,  I  think,*  and  I  think  we  have  some 
very  good  judges.    I  think  Judge  l^ndd  is  one. 

Question.  Now,  when  you  have  good  judges  all  over  the  State,  and  in  every  county 
of  the  State,  armed  with  the  same  authority  that  Judge  Busteed  has  or  would  have 
under  that  law,  with  courts  sitting  oftener,  do  you  think  there  is  any  sort  of  neceasItT 
for  giving  a  jurisdiction  to  the  courts  of  the  United  States  beyond  a  desire  to  draw  to 
the  General  Government  itself  additional  powers  t 

•Answer,  My  opinion  is  that,  so  far  as  the  enforcement  of  the  fourteenth  and  fifteentli 
amendments  in  the  State  of  Alabama  is  concerned,  it  was  necessary  that  the  United 


wiuiu^,  anu  naviDff  every  oisposiuon  u)  entorce  law,  i  ao  not  oeueve  xnas  in  many  i 
localiues,  trying  offenses  right  where  they  are  committed,  parties  could  be  convicted;  I 
and  while  I  think  to  some  extent  the  same  difficulty  would  exist  by.  bringing  it  into  J 
the  United  States  courts,  yet  you  would  have  a  chance  of  getting  more  dwiutettstcd 
jurors,  not  affected  to  the  same  extent  with  the  prejudices  that  prevail  agatnst  tbe 
punishment  of  certain  offenses. 

Question,  Then  you  would  break  down  the  old  theory  that  has  come  to  m  from  oor 
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■ 

Engliflh  ancestors  of  having  a  trial  by  a  jnry  of  the  vicinage,  and  drag  eVBr>  man 
accused  across  the  State,  compelling  him  to  bring  his  witnesses  and  incur  expenses, 
and  to  be  put  on  his  defense  for  every  petty  charge  yon  could  trump  up  against  him  T 

Ansujei".  1  myself  would  not  desire  to  do  it  for  every  petty  o£fense.  I  think  that  sys- 
tem has  its  evils,  but  in  my  opinion,  as  I  before  stated,  if  these  offenses  are  punished 
at  all  in  many  localities,  it  will  have  to  be  done  in  that  way ;  as  to  whether  it,  is  better 
to  let  the  offenses  go  unpunished,  or  to  punish  them  under  those  disadvantages,  is  a 
question  that  can  be  oonsidered ;  but  I  still  think  that  they  will  not  be  punished  unless 
they  are  punished  in  that  way.  I  would  not  be  willing  to  support  a  law  that  would 
carry  it  to  the  extent  that  I  thought  Judge  Busteed  did.  I  do  myself,  though,  approve 
and  indorse  the  acts  of  Congress  to  the  extent  that  they  have  been  passed.  I  do 
believe  that  the  punishment  of  that  class  of  offenses  is  of  sufficient  importance  to 
justify  at  least  that  much  inroad  at  present.  I  would  not  be  willing  to  go  any  further, 
and  hope  there  will  not  be  any  necessity  for  it.  I  will  say  further,  to  show  both  my 
opinion  and  the  feelings  on  that  snbjeot  in  one  of  the  counties — I  allude  to  Limestone 
County,  in  North  Alabama — when  I  was  at  Hunts ville,  tney  telegpraphed  me  to  come 
there.  There  had  been  a  good  many  outrages  in  that  county.  I  round  the  county 
solicitor,  who  was  a  very  warm  democrat,  but  bent  upon  prosecution.  I  Ibund,  as  I 
bolieve,  the  people  in  that  county  determined  to  put  it  down ;  democrats  as  active  as 
anybody  else.  Although  even  some  democrats  thought  I  had  better  take  warrants  for 
the  United  States,  I  declined  to  do  so,  and  reasoned  with  them  that  I  believed  that 
inasmuch  as  there  was  a  disposition  to  execute  the  laws,  and,  as  I  believed,  in  good 
faith  to  put  these  things  down,  I  thought  they  could  do  it  if  they  would  try,  and  it 
would  have  a  better  influence  to  do  it  through  the  local  authorities  thau  to  have  it 
done  in  the  United  States  court.  Therefore,  for  the  time,  at  least,  I  declined  to  put  on 
foot  any  prosecution,  and  left  with  the  county  solicitor,  who  was  a  warm  democrat,  as 
I  stated,  authority,  if  he  thought  best,  to  prosecute  in  the  United  States  courts  in  my 
name,  after  consulting  with  the  best  citizens  there.  He  was  authorized  in  my  name 
to  do  it,  and  I  left  it  in  their  own  hands. 

Quijstion,  In  5 our  recommendation,  in  conjunction  with  Judge  Busteed,  to  extend  the 
range  of  your  authority,  do  you  not  think  there  was  something  that  is  inherent  in  the 
constitution  of  officials  to  extend  their  power  and  authority  f 

Answer,  I  think  there  is  something  of  that  in  some;  in  otners  I  have  found  that  they 
would  even  prefer  not  to  have  any  more  cast  upon  them  than  was  necessary.  Judge 
Busteed  is,  in  my  opipion,  a  man  who  is  tolerably  fond  of  authority. 

Question,  In  this  case,  so  far  as  you  are  concerned,  being  district  attorney,  it  would 
add  to  your  emoluments  f 

Ansicer,  I  suppose  it  would. 

Qx^esiion,  Therefore  your  own  judgment  in  matters  affecting  the  power  of  your  office, 
its  importance,  and  the  augmentation  of  its  emoluments,  is  not  altogether  to  be  trusted 
as  impartial  f 

Ansicer,  I  would  say  that,  in  signing  that  paper,  I  never  thought  about  that  question. 
I  do  not  think  it  entered  into  my  mind.  I  did  it  because  I  thought  myself  that  some 
legislation  was  necessary.  That  was  before  this  last  bill  was  passed,  I  think.  Upon 
renection,  I  think  it  was  at  the  Novei^ber  term.  I  will  make  tbat  correction.  It  was 
at  the  November  term  instead  of  the  May  term.  The  way  I  got  into  that  difficulty  is 
this:  the  November  term  did  not  sit  until  January  or  February;  it  ran  on,  and  was 

iKistponed  until  some  time  in  the  spring ;  it  was  betbro  I  went  on  to  Washington,  and 
left  there  before  this  last  bill  passed. 

Question.  Then  yon  were  even  in  advance  of  Congress  in  the  desire  to  augment  your 
authority  T 

Answei'.  I  was  going  on  to  make  this  statement,  that  I  was  and  am  in  favor  of  the 
bills  as  passed,  as  I  have  said.  I  signed  that  recommendation  of  Judge  Busteed,  be- 
lieving that  some  legislation  was  necessary,  and  as  that  seemed  to  be  his  opinion,  I  was 
w  illing  to  recommend  it,  and  did  Biiin  it  without  any  alteration,  although  I  would  not 
have  gone  myself  to  the  extent  he  did. 

Question.  Miue  was  a  general  (question,  and  was  one  I  would  like  you  to  answer — 
whether  yon  do  not  feel  that  officials  in  your  position,  in  making  such  recommendation 
tending  to  the  an^entation  of  their  own  power  and  dignity  and  emoluments,  are  to 
be  distrusted  by  a  people  who  want  to  preserve  their  freedom  f 

Answer.  1  will  say  that  in  my  own  recommendation  I  never  thought  about  the  effect 
it  would  have  on  my  office.  As  a  general  inile,  acting  upon  such  recommendations 
myself,  I  think  that  I  should  make  a  reasonable  allowance  for  anything  of  that  sort. 
As  to  now  much  weight  it  would  have  with  me  in  view  of  that,  would  depend,  perhaps, 
Hoinethiug  upon  the  man.  Some  men  it  would  influence,  perhaps,  considerably;  some 
less ;  others  not  at  all. 

Qiiestion,  It  is  true  that  some  persons  are  exempt  from  these  infirmities,  and  perhaps 
you  are,  but,  as  a  general  thing,  a  people  that  want  to  preserve  their  liberties  should 
ffuard  against  the  augmentation  of  power  in  the  hands  of  officials,  and  distrust  them. 
Xs  that  not  a  true  proposition  T 
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Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  men  -who  are  in  power  axe  anv  more  to  be  distrusted  tlutt 
men  who  want  to  get  in  power.  I  think  the  people  shonla  well  look  to  botb,  to  goaH 
their  righta.  I  believe  very  much  in  the  old  SLcLage,  that  **  Eternal  vigilance  is  thepOM 
of  liberty." 

Question,  That  is  a  good  democratic  motto,  but  people  who  simply  want  to  get  into 

Eower  are  not  dangerous,  for  the  reason  that  they  have  not  yet  got  it,  while  those  who 
avo  the  power  and  want  more,  are  most  to  be  distrusted,  are  they  not  f 

Anstcer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  which  to  say  is  the  most  general  rule ;  hot  men  who 
are  out  of  power  and  very  anxions  to  get  in,  are  equally  as  much  to  be  distra^ed  as 
men  in  power.  Men  who  are  in  power  have  already  shown,  to  some  extent,  or  for  some 
time,  the  manner  in  which  they  are  going  to  exercise  that  power ;  but  men  ont  of 
power  are  very  apt  to  promise  a  great  deal,  and,  I  think,  very  often  are  more  to  be  dis- 
trusted than  those  who  are  in  power. 

Question.  It  is  probably  a  natural  thing  for  those  who  are  in  power  to  hiM  that 
position,  but  I  cannot  see,  Judge,  and  I  would  like  you  to  explain  to  me,  how  those  who 
iiave  no  power  can  be  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Answer-.  As  long  as  they  are  out  of  power,  of  course  tney  ai>e  not  danger«ma,«xoeptai 
to  the  doctrines  they  may  teach  or  the  ideas  they  may  inculcate ;  but  their  ansieity  to 
get  into  power  ma^  cause  them  to  take  positions  and  entertain  views  whieh.  if  they 
succeed  in  getting  into  power,  would  even  make  them  more  dangerous  than  those  who 
are  iu  power. 

Question.  Especially  if,  after  they  get  into  power,  they  made  such  recommeDdations 
as  you  do  t 

Annwcr.  I  do  not  think  that  the  recommendation  I  made  was  particularly  dangerous, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  I  do  think  that  the  better  policy  would  not  have  gone  to  that 
extent,  nor  did  I  expect  Congress  to  pass  any  law  tuat  would  go  to  that  extent. 

Question.  I  do  not  know  to  what  extent  they  would  go . 

Answer.  Whatever  danger  there  might  be  in  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Stiites  courts  in  deciding  upon  the  rights  of  i>er8on8,  there  is  not  in  that  the  dao^r  ta 
X)ub1ic  liberty  that  there  is  in  n  Kn-Klux  Klan. 

Question.  Have  not  from  all  time  those  who  plead  for  power  and  the  increase  of  pow^? 
in  their  own  hands,  made  the  same  excuse  f 

Afiswer,  Yes,  sir,  I  think  the;"  have ;  and  I  think,  on  the  other  hand,  that  in  all  time 
those  who  want  to  commit  depredations  have  fonnd  fault  with  the  law. 

Question.  You  never  have  heard,  then,  in  your  reading,  of  persons  who  fbnu<l  iault 
with  excessive  authority,  who  were  other  than  people  who  wanted  to  commit  wrong f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  such  f 

Answer.  1  have  heai-d  of  such  things,  and  I  have  homd  of  such  things  as  men  wanting 
to  have  even  stronger  authority  thiMi  I  have  thought  of,  who,  I  believed,  did  not  want 
to  deprive  anybody  of  any  liberty.  I  have  hoAru  on  both  sides  of  men  entertatiBing 
very  extreme  opinions,  both  good  and  bad  men. 

Question.  I  shall  not  pursue  the  topic  further,  as  I  find  it  impossible  to  convince  an 
ofiicial  or  make  him  distrust  authority. 

Answer.  I  think  I  am  as  distrustful  of  authority  as  a  man  ought  to  be,  and,  9t  t^^t> 
same  time,  I  am  fully  impressed  with  the  Hfct  that  while  we  talk  so  much  aboitt 
liberty,  there  is  no  liberty  without  law. 

Question.  There  ought  to  be  a  good  deal  of  liberty  under  the  immense  quantity  of 
laws  the  radicals  have  passed. 

Answer.  That  might  l>e  true,  but  in  some  portions  of  Alabama  there  is  Tery  llt^ 
libeity  under  the  laws  which  the  Ku-Klux  have  passed  for  us. 

Bv  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Yon  desire  to  make  some  statement  supplementary  to  your  testimony  here- 
tofore given  f         . 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  A  question  was  put  to  me  by  Mr.  Beck,  calling  my  attention  to  a 
point  which  I  did  not  answer  fully,  and  I  have  prepared  a  more  extended  and  caralnl 
answer,  which  I  now  submit. 

Mr.  Blair.  Read  it,  and  let  us  see  what  it  is.  [The  witness  reads  the  paper  hei^ 
inafter  given.]  * 

Mr.  Blair.  I  make  this  objection  to  that  paper :  It  is  a  written  essay,  and  if  this  ^ 
received,  I  shall  have  some  essays  written  by  the  best  men  in  this  State,  and  havd 
tliem  introduced  and  read  before  the  committee,  for  I  know  I  can  find  twenty  senile- 
men  in  this  State  who  can  produce  essays  fully  equal  to  that  in  any  point  of  vie  v. 
That  is  not  what  Congress  wants.  It  is  not  what  we  are  sent  here  to  get,  W©  art- 
supposed  to  be  able  to  discuss  these  questions  omrselves  just  as  well  aa  this  g[rin- 
tleman,  and  if  that  paper  is  admitted,  I  shall  most  assuredly  write  toaevcral  geatle- 
meii  whom  I  know,  and*have  them  called  before  ns  to  reiwl  essays. 

Tlie  Chairman.  This  case  is  different  from  the  cast?  you  put,  in  that  Judge  Mtimis 
was  a  witness  before  the  committee  at  lluntsville,  and  a  quustiou  was  there  pafr  to 
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him  by  Jadge  Beck,  representing  the  minority,  which  he  did  not  answer  fnlly.  Ha 
desired  to  give  a  more  extended  one,  and  it  seemed  bat  fair  to  allow  it.  I  did  not  know 
what  the  chauracter  of  his  answer  would  be,  and  I  thought  ifc  would  be  fair  to  aUovr 
him  to  make  a  supplementary  statement,  inasmuch  as  he  stated  that  he  had  not  made 
a  full  answer. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  gratifying  any  gentleman  who  wants  to  occupy  so 
much  space  in  this  immense  book,  and  I  give  you  fair  notice  that  I  shall  ask  to  be 
heartl  throngh  one  or  more  wiitten  essays  by  some  of  the  strongest  men  in  the  State.. 
These  lucubrations  are  not  what  Congress  Wants,  and  I  think  it  is  very  unreasonable 
to  expect  that  we  shall  g#e  this  essay  publication.  It  is  very  gowU  but  not  equal  ta 
teu  thousand  such  things  as  you  Senators  get  off  there  every  week  during  the  sessiou 
of  Congress — you,  on  your  side.  It  does  not  touch  anything  but  abstract  principles ; 
it  does  not  deal  with  anything  else. 

The  Chairman.  I  would  put  the  admission  of  this  answer  on  the  ground  that  the 
witness  came  forward  and  stated  that  he  had  not  answered  the  question  which  Judg« 
Beck  put  at  Huntsville  as  fully  as  he  desired  to  do.  Without  knowing  what  answer 
be  would  make,  I  recalled  him.  His  answer  is  certainly  responsive  to  the  questiou, 
and  if  the  questions  are  proper,  the  answers  are  proper. 

Mr.  Blair.  The  questions  were  never  put  in  view  of  such  an  answer  as  that.  It 
was  in  reference  to  certain  laws  of  this  State,  which  the  witness  answers  in  a  very 
few  words,  and  then  goes  off  into  a  discussion  of  the  reorganization  of  this  State  by 
Congress.  I  do  not  think  that  his  answer  develops  any  ^ts.  It  is  simply  a  long 
essay  on  a  subject  which  has  been  discussed  in  Congress  and  all  over  the  country  for 
lour  or  five  years,  and  I  think  he  has  thrown  no  new  light  upon  it. 

Mr.  Buckley.  So  much  of  this  answer  as  pertains  to  the  law  readmitting  Alabama^ 
I  think  is  unquestionably  pertinent,  inasmuch  as  there  was  a  discussion  between  Judge 
Beck  and  Judge  Minnis  on  that  subject  when  the  question  was  up,  and  when  the 
auewer,  which  the  witness  deems  incomplete,  was  made.  Aside  from  that,  I  am  not 
particular,  myself,  as  to  the  incorporation  of  this  answer. 

The  Chairman.  I  feel  inclined  to  admit  the  answer,  on  the  ground  that  the  witness 
desired  to  make  a  more  full  response,  and  I  believe  that  we  cannot  well  control  the 
right  of  the  witness  to  make  an  explanation.  If  the  witness  is  allowed  to  answer  the 
question  at  all,  we  cannot  well  limit  the  length  of  his  answer,  and  I  do  not  see  that 
we  can  refnse  this  as  evidence. 

The  paper  above  referred  to  and  read  by  the  witness,  John  A.  Minnis,  is  as  follows : 

In  answer  to  the  following  question  of  Mr.  Beck :  "  Had  or  not,  growing  out  of  the 
reconstruction,  and  the  constitution  of  Alabama,  particularly  the  mode  of  its  adoption, 
a  great  deal  of  bitterness  and  feeling  grown  up  among  the  people  of  the  State  V*  1  de- 
sire to  make  this  further  and  more  deliberately  considered  answer: 

In  my  opinion,  at  the  close  of  the  war  it  was  generally  in  the  South — and  I  shall 
speak  particularly  of  Alabaman-expected  that  the  negroes,  as  a  result  of  the  war,  would 
be  set  tree,  especially  in  view  of  the  rejection  of  the  Sherman-Johnson  treaty,  and  hence  no 
veryserions  opposition  wasmade  tothe  thirteenth  amendment.  But  it  was  equally  gene- 
rally believed,  expected,  desired,  and  intended  to  hold  the  negroes,  as  a  race,  a  sul^rdi- 
uate  class  of  laborers,  in  a  sort  of  ))eonage,  without  any  of  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
immunities  of  citizens;  and  in  this  condition  it  was  believed  by  many,  and  I  think 
pretty  generally,  that  they  would  be  more  valuable  to  the  wliite  people  than  they 
were  as  slaves.  Many  believed,  audi  have  no  doubt  honestly,  that  tills  would  be  best 
for  both  white  and  black ;  such  opinion  prevails  even  yet  with  some  in  Alabama.  This, 
as  I  think,  was,  us  to  the  negro  race,  the  animus  of  the  Johnson  restoration  plan.  The 
fourteenth  amendment,  without  the  third  section,  made  the  negroes  citizens,  effectu- 
iially  changed  this  whole  status  of  his  situation,  and,  as  I  think,  aroused  all  the  preju- 
dices and  nostility  of  the  southern  people,  that  could  well  be  arouse<l ;  and  I  never 
thought  it  would  have  been  adopted  by  the  white  people  of  Alabama  without  the 
third  section.  The  third  section,  however,  disqualifying  a  large  class  of  white  men, 
and  many  of  them  the  best  men  in  the  State,  to  hold  ofiice,  while  at  the  time  when  it 
was  adopted  in  Alabama  negroes  were  eligible  to  office,  greatly  intensified  the  bitter- 
ness, and,  in  my  opinion,  in  the  minds  of  some  who  otherwise  might  have  been  induced 
to  sustain  the  Government  in  its  reconstruction  policy,  created  snch  a  prejudice  that 
they  became  indifferent  or  opposed  to  it.  The  reconstruction  measures  of  Congress 
were  regarded  by  the  |preat  body  of  the  white  people  of  the  South  as  usurpations,  un- 
constitutional, and  void,  and  all  who  sustained  them  were  most  bitterly  denounced  as 
enemies  to  the  people.  These  measures,  conferring  on  the  negroes  the  rights  of  citi- 
zens, under  these  acts  even  the  right  to  vote  in  reconstructing  the  State,  met  all  the 
}>rejudice,  bitter  hostility,  and  denunciations  that  could  well  be  entertained  by  any 
people,  and  every  prejudice  and  passion  was  appealed  to  to  bring  them  into 
odium  and  contempt,  and  defeat,  if  possible,  their  operation.  When  the  convention 
was  called,  and  a  State  constitution  iramed  and  submitted  to  the  people  for 
their  ratification,  under  the  reconstruction  acts,  it  was  determined  by  the  demo- 
cratic   party,   constituting   the   great   body   of    the   whi^e   people,  not   tp   vote, 
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ae  the  sorest  means  of  defeating  it  under  section  5  of  the  supplementary  act  ptsoed 
23d  Marob,  1867.    In  my  opinion,  tbey  believed,  from  the  reeult  of  the  election  for  the 
ratification  of  the  constitution,  that  they  had  defeated  it,  and  that  afterward,  whea 
Congress  admitted  the  State  of  Alabama  under  this  constitution,  they  regarded  it  at 
a  violation  of  the  plighted  &ith  of  Congress  ;^  and  while  hostility  and  opposition  to  the 
principles  of  the  newly  constmcted  State  were  already  as  stiting  as  fiuman  na^urawas 
capable  of  entertaining,  this  greatly  added  fuel  to  the  smothered  fire  of  oppositiaD, 
and  it  broke  out  in  volcanic  flames  of  denunciation,  that  appealed  to  all  the  prejadiees 
of  race,  passions  of  hate,  that  it  was  possible  to  be  entertained  by  a  brave  and  obiral- 
rous  people.    The  whole  reconstruction  policy  was  denoun^d  as  a  tyrannical  nsoipa- 
tion,  the  government  as  a  usurped  negro  government,  and  every  officer  as  a  mean, 
tyrannical  usurper — a  Government  that  pla^d  negroes  over  and  made  white  men  sub- 
ject to  negro  rule.    This  led  to  a  bitterness,  to  social  and  business  ostracism  and  pra- 
ecription,  to  outrages  of  person,  to  whippings,  lynchiugs,  murders,  and  assaatnnatioM 
of  persons  who  favored  the  Government,  and  especially  to  negroes  who  set  up*  to  e^joy 
the  rights  thus  conferred,  the  one-half  of  which,  in  my  opinion,  never  has  and 
probably  never  will  be  told,  a  great  deal  of  which  was  done  by  dis^ised  bands ;  aad 
while,  in  my  opinion,  a  comparatively  few  were  actually  engaged  in  these  acts,  sock 
were^the  hostility  and  hatred  of  the  great  mass  that  they  felt  but  little  disposittcMi  tq^ 
actively  intervene  to  prevent  siraito  outrages  or  to  punish  those  who  did  commiin' 
The  question  of  reconstruction  and  of  the  admission  of  Alabama  under  that  oonatitii- 
tion  being  political  questions,  the  hostility  to  the  Government  being  a  political  faoii^- 
ity,  and  that  political  hostility  being  the  prime  cause  of  these  outrages,  in  my  opinkm, 
these  outrages  were  committcnl  for  political  causes,  and  mainly  to  pnnisb  political  of- 
fenses and  to  produce  political  results.  Having  detailed,  as  I  did  and  others  have  done, 
outrages  by  disguised ^ands,  the  very  question  I  am  now  answering  presupposes  the 
"  Inttmiesa  and  feeling  grown  up  among  the  people  of  UUs  State"  led  to  these  ootnige&    In 
iay  opteion,  this  view  is  the  very  best  that  can  be  taken  as  an  excuse;  to  those  who 
actofUly  perpetrated  these  outrages ;  to  those  who  encouraged  or  sympathized  with  it ; 
to  those  who  excused  it ;  or  to  those  who  stood  by  and  saw  it  going  on,  without  aid- 
ing in  its  suppression ;  that  is,  honestly  regarding  all  who  favorod  the  equal  civil  and 
political  rights  of  the  negroes  and  the  reconstructed  government  of  Alabama  aa  politi- 
cal or  public  enemies,  they  were  doing  the  (>ubUc  service  in  destroying  their  innaeBce 
or  putting  them  out  of  the  way     Those  who  opposed  the  acts,  still  regarding  them  as 
public  enemies,  did  not  feel  called  on  actively  to  interfere  for  their  protection. 

In  answer  to  the  following  question  of  Mr.  Beck :  "  Is  it  not  a  fact  while  Congtess 
did  by  its  own  act  provide  that  unless  a  mc^jority  of  the  registered  votes  was  cast  on 
the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  constitution,  it  should  be  rejected,  and  yet  while  a  ma- 
jority did  not  vote,  Congress  did  impose  it  on  the  people  1"  I  thought,  when  the  qnestioB 
was  a^ed,  it  was  stated  too  strong.  Upon  examination  of  these  acts  I  am  still  of  the 
same  opinion.  I  know  that  in  putting  the  proposition  to  the  people,  it  is  geocgrallj 
stated  that  way,  which  in  my  opinion  has  to  some  extent  misl«Ml  the  people.  The  pR>- 
▼ision  of  section  5,  alreadv  referred  to,  upon  this  point,  is,  that  if,  according  to  the  re- 
turns, the  constitution  shall  be  ratified  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  registered  elect- 
ors cast  at  said  election,  **  at  least  one-half  of  all  the  registered  raters  voting  t^Km  ike  ftM»- 
tion  of  euch  ratificationf^  *^  the  president  of  the  convention  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  the 
same,  duly  certified,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,"  and  then,  ^*  and  if  it  ebaU 
moreover  appear  to  Congress  that  the  election  was  one  at  which  all  the  registered  abd 
qualified  electors  in  the  State  had  an  opportunity  to  vote  freely,  and  witliout  restraints 
fear,  or  the  influence  of  fraud,  and  if  Congress  shall  be  satisfied  that  such  oonstiintaao 
meets  the  approval  of  a  m^}ority  of  all  the  qualified  electors  of  the  State,  and  if  ibt 
constitution  shall  be  declared  by  Congress  to  be  in  conformity  with  the  provisioBs  v( 
the  act  to  which  this  is  supplementary,"  &c.,  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  \m»  ad- 
mitted, &0.  There  is  no  affirmative  declaration  that  it  shall  not  be,  apd  while  I  admit 
the  rule  of  construction  that  the  '*  expression  of  one  thing  is  the  suppression  of  an- 
other,'' still,  most  clearly,  the  only  faith  of  Congress  pledged  to  the  people  of  Ahiba- 
ma  was  that  it'  they  adopted  a  constitution  in  the  manner  and  forin  and  in  oompliaosr 
with  said  act,  she  should  be  admitted  to  re{>reseutation  in  Congress,  and,  of  course^  ts 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  any  other  State  in  the  Union.  Without  referring  to  the 
facts,  and  the  dispute  as  to  whether  in  truth  and  fact  the  constitution  was  ratified  hj 
a  mcgority  of  votes,  and  that  a  ms^ority  of  the  legal  registered  electors  cliil  vote,  as  & 
contended  by  some,  take  it  for  granted  they  did  not,  then  Congress,  wiMiout  violat- 
ing plighted  faith  to  Alabama,  might  liave  refused  her  representation  in  Congress  sBd 
rejected  her  constitution  ;  and  then  Alabama  would  have  stood  just  where  she  wo«W 
if  no  convention  had  been  called.  Upon  the  right  audjpowor  of  Congress  to  reconstnict, 
Alabama,  having  refused  the  terms  tendered  her  by  Congress,  woiud  stand  as  thsw^ 
none  had  been  ofi'ered.  Now,  if  Congress  had  the  right  to  reconstruct :  suppose  the  i«> 
construction  acts  had  never  been  pa^ed,  and  a  convention  had  been  oalled»  a  consutv- 
tiou  had  been  made  just  as  the  Alabama  constitution  was :  suppose  thoit  it  had 
been  submitted  at  ail  to  the  vote  of  the  peopl<i,  and  Cong^nss  had  afisspted 
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T^oognized  it  as  the  eoDStitution  of  Alabama,  and  constitatiug  tbe  govenunent  of 
Alabama ;  now,  if  Congress  had  the  right  to  recoustraot  at  all,  can  any  man  say  this 
w«ald  not  have  been  the  de  facto  and  de^'^re  government  of  Alabama  T    In  my  opinion 
tb«y  could  not.    Then^  in  my  opinion,  Congress  had  the  power  to  accept  Alabama 
under  that   constitution.     Was   it  good  policy  in  Cougress  to  do  itf     The  great 
bod/  of  the  white  people,  constituting  the  democratic  party,  had  showed  by  their  action 
tbe5  were  unwilling  to  any  State  government  that  would  be  in  harmony  with  the 
Natittal  Government  io  its  principles   and  policy.    Congress  owed  it  to  those  in 
Alab^na  who  were  in  favor  of  and  loyal  to  the  National  Qovorumeut,  its  principles 
and  mlicy,  to  ^ive  them  a  civil  government ;  Congress  was  by  its  fidelity  to  the  na- 
tion D«und  to  give  Alabama  a  civil  government  founded  upon  theprinciples  of  our  Gov- 
emniett,  this  constitution  conforming  to  these  principles ;  in  my  opinion  CougresSi 
under  dl  the  circumstances,  in  admitting  or  reconstructing  Alabama  with  her  present 
ooDstitttion,  pursued  the  very  best  policy  that  could  possibly  have  been  pursued ; 
that  it  vas  best  for  the  nation  at  large,  and  tbe  very  best  that  could  have  been  done 
for  the  people  of  the  State.    And  while  I  admit  bv  the  non- voting  policy  of  the  dem- 
ocrats of  the  State^  and  by  their  denunciation  of  every  man  who  \yonld  dare  to  hold 
office  nncer  this  reconstructed  State  government,  many  incompetent  and  bad  men  got 
into  office^  still,  in  my  opinion,  the  great  obstacle  to  the  complete  success  of  recou- 
Atmction  ki  Alabama  has  been  the  bitterness,  hates,  proscriptions,  and  outrages  I  have 
already  spiken  of,  and  that,  in  spite  of  all  this  opposition,  reconstruction  has  snc- 
eeeded  in /labama;  that  the  State  government  has  succeeded  beyond  all  reasonable 
expectatioxi    According  to  democratic  testimony,  that  persons  and  property  are  as  well 
protected  in  tldbama  as  in  any  State  in  the  Union,  reconstruction  in  Alabama  has  been 
a  complete  eicccss.    I  am  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  differ  to  some  extent  in  this,  but  I 
am  glad  to  bi  able  to  say,  in  my  opinion,  in  spite  of  the  hati'cds  and  hostilities,  and 
even  most  d<^rmined  opposition,  even  to  personal  violence,  it  has,  in  my  opinion,  been 
a  very  great  ticcess,  and  that,  with  these  ceasing,  it  will  be  a  complete  success.    In 
iny  opinion,  iimost  portions  of  the  State  th^o  h.os  been  a  very  great  improvement:— 
tbe  bitterness^  du  not  think  so  great.    It  is  hai'd  to  keep  men  of  good  impulses  alsvay<9 
mad.    No  man  can  deny  that  there  are  good,  intelligent,  and  honest  men  in  borh 
parties;  such  Uen,  living  in  the  same  communities,  having  business,  official  and  pri- 
vate trahsactioig,  engaging  in  the  same  ent'Crprises,  public  and  private,  will  naturally 
in  time  heal  up  tie  animosities  of  political  hate  and  strife.    In  the  pi*esidential  election 
in  1668,  the  dem^ratic  party  of  Alabama  was  somewhat,  as  I  think,  sanguine  of  siA- 
cess,  and  the  opi^on  seemed  pretty  generally  to  prevail  that,  if  successful,  the  whole 
reconstruct  ton  P<^cy  of  Congi*ess  would  be  set  aside  as  null  and  void ;  this,  in  my 
opinion,  had  thoeffect,  if  not  to  create  hate,  to    make  them  more  disposed  to 
gratify  and  iudnl|t)  it    The  election  of  President  Grant,  and  especially  his  car- 
rying Alabama,  I  ^iuk  had  quite  a  contrary  effect,  and  for  some  time  they  seemed 
very  quiet.    In  tht  elections  in  the  fall  of  1870,  and  preceding  the  elections,  while 
in  some  portions  ot^he  State  it  was  peaceable,  in  others  it  seemed  to  me  worse  than 
ever;  in  the  general  conducting  of  the  canvass  there  was  a  great  deal  of  bitterness. 
The  act  of  Congress  t«  enforce  the  fifteenth  amendment,  and  tbe  last  to  enforce  the  four- 
teenth amendment,  W  h  the  prottecutions  under  them,  especially  the  late  convictions  in 
North  Carolina,  and  t<e  developments  in  some  other  States,  have  had,  in  my  opinion, 
a  most  salutory  effeck  tliese  disguised  bands  begin  to  learn  they  are  not  entirely 
safe;  that  they  can  an^  will  be  brought  to  punishment;  I  know  in  Alabama,  in  some 
localities,  such. is  certi^Iy  the  case,  and  the  results  in  the  late  State  elections,  iu  my 
opinion,  have  had  a  trmeudous  influence,  showing  most  ciciurly  that  the  principles 
and  policy  of  the  GoveBment  will  be  sustained  by  the  people  of  the  nation.    It  was 
hoped  by  the  democrats^u  the  South  that  the  President  and  Congress  would  not  be 
sustained  by  the  people  ;\  think  it  is  now  pretty  generally  believed  that  the  elections 
in  these  States  show  prett,  clearly  that  the  people  of  the  nation  are  determined  to  bus« 
tain  the  congressional  piicy  of  i-econstructiou,  with   the  fourteenth  and  fifbeenth 
amendments  as  a  part  oltbat  policy.    The  fourteenth  amendment  makes  negroes 
«itizeus,   and   by  its  veryterms   creates  in  all  a  direct  citizenship  of  the  United 
States,  and,  in  my  opiniou,%iakes  the  allegiance  of  every  citizen,  white  or  colored, 
paramount  to  any  State  cAzeuship,  and   hence  in  future  explodes  whatever  was 
m  the   secession  idea,  that^he  only  citizenship  of  the  United  States  was  derived 
through  the  State,  aud  hen^  a  man  loyal  to  his  State  could  not  commit  treason 
against  the  United  States.     J|e  fifteenth  amendment  conferring  the  right  of  snffirage 
npon  tbe  negroes,  and  the  pfs  of  Congress  of  1871,  to  enforce  these  amendments, 
giving  jurisdiction  to  the  Unit*}  States  courts,  in  case  of  their  violation  ;  the  indica- 
tions m  the  State  election  thaOkiiis  policy  is  approved,  that  the  President  has  been 
indorsed  by  the  people,  aud  wiyikely  be  re-elected  iu  187^,  has  had  a  most  salutary 
effect.    In  my  opiuiou,  the  "  ne^epartnre  "  in  the  democratic  party  is  having  a  good 
effect.    Democrats  are  not  so  saWalne  of  setting  aside  what  thej'  tised  to  confidently 
denounce  as  nBurpations ;  and  wf|o,  in  my  opinion,  as  already  stated,  that  this  hatred 
and  bad  feeling  originated  in  poli^  causes,  and  was  actuated  by  a  political  aoimttAi ' 
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still,  I  believe  in  most  regions  it  is  daily  growing  less  pulitieal  and  more  ^^enooBl ;  aati, 
in  my  opinion,  in  abont  tlie  same  ratio,  whatever  of  good  intention  was  ever  in  it,  is 
leaving  it,  and  in  abont  the  same  ratio  good  men  are  more  openly  coming  out  opposing 
and  denouncing  it.    I  have  lately  met  prominent  and  decided  democrats,  who  have 
gone  so  far  as  to  say,  while  they  at  one  time  denounced  the  Ku-Klnx  acts  of  Coucnrse 
and  thQ  Si^ate  legislature,  they  now  believe  they  are  good .  laws,  and  the  only  laws 
that  conhl  meet  the  present  exigency ;  that  they  ^ixe  for  putting  down  all  disf^oified 
bands,  by  the  civil  law  of  the  State;  by  the  civil  law  of  the  United  States;  and  t^at  if 
there  is  not  power  enongh  in  these,  they  are  themselves  in  favor  of  martial  law.    The 
cleariy  shown  determined  policy  of  the  President,  to  put  down  these  bauds,  and  to 
X>rotect  the  x>cople  from  the  highest  to  the  most  humble,  and  the  clearly  csjpressed 
determination  of  the  people  of  the  nation  to  sustain  him,  have,  in  my  opmios,  had  a 
most  beneficial  effect.    It  gives  enconragemeut  to  all  good  men  in  the  Stale  to  :ud 
to  put  them  down,  destroys  all  hope  in  any  for  success  from  such  a  quarter  *  it  is  a 
terror  to  the  bands  themselves, .  as  they  see,  if  they  continue,  sooner  or  later  they  aim 
snre  to  be  caught  and  punished.    As  I  have  before  stated,  I  do  most  sinceray  b^eve 
an  early  removal  of  all  political  disabilities  would  have  a  good  effect  upon  the  grow- 
ing di8|)06ition  to  put  down  and  cease  all  disturbances.    I  would  stop  iier^  bat  titat 
some  might  think  there  is  some  inconsistency  in  my  opinion  as  to  the  liatrfds,  hostili- 
ties, and  outrages,  and  my  opinion  as  to  the  removal  of  disabilities.    In  uy  opinion, 
the  whole  reconstruction  of  Congress,  including  the  fourteenth  and  fifteeath  amend- 
uients,  and  the  acts  that  have  been  passed  under  them  and  for  their  euf«rcement,  is 
right  in  principle,  and  the  best  policy  that  could  have  been  adopted ;  aid,  with  the 
exception  of  this  disability  clause,  should  remain,  which  I  believe  wasmaile  for  the 
best  purposes  and  from  tho  purest  motives,  the  safety  and  security  of  thoGovpmment, 
(was  probabl^'  right  at  the  time.)    The  southern  people  generally  regait'it  as  created 
to  punish  and  humiliate,  and,  in  my  opinion,  is  now  only  irritating  witlout  doing  any 
good.  *I  am  of  opinion  that  no  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth  that  eve*  atteniptml  by 
revolution  and  force  of  arms  to  break  up,  disintegrate,  and  destroy  tlior  Government 
and  failed,  in  the  whole  world's  history,  was  ever  so  generously  treat>e<,  was  so  gener- 
ally, and  with  so  little  punishment,  and  so  soon,  restored  to  all  the  rgbts,  privileges, 
and  immunities  of  the  Government,  ns  has  been  the  people  of  the  seeing  States  by 
the  National  Government.    It  is  my  opinion  that  no  race  or  class  af  people,  in  the 
whole  history  of  the  world,  kept  in  the  condition  as  were  the  slaves  >f  tlie  Souths  that 
eff^er  showed  the  sanu)  fidelity  to  those  who  enslaved  them  as  did  ^  negroes  of  Urn 
South  during  the  war;  and  that  being  suddenly,  in  their  unedncaed  state,  set  fi^e, 
and  conferred  upon  them  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immnniti»8  of  citlzena,  that 
have  conducted  themselves  orderly,  law-abiding,  and  worthy  of  the  privileges  conferred, 
beyond  all  the  parallel  in  tbe^  history  of  the  world.    While   in  ny  opinion  tho  treat- 
ment of  tho  seceded  States  by  the  National  Governmeut  has  beei  liberal  ba^-ond  any 
former  xirecedent,  and  at  the  same  time  ^here  has  been  in  these  Sates  much  political 
hatred  and  animosity  that  led  to  the  outrages  of  which  I  havespoken,  in   my  opiit- 
ion,  taking  the  situation  of  the  South,  her  institutions,  habits  of  her  people,  her  civili- 
zation, the  fi.xed  opinions  of  her  people,  honestly  entertained  upm  the  subject  of  slav- 
ery, and  fur  which  they  are  not  alone  to  blame.    Slavery  was  ptrodncod  principally, 
if  not  altogether,  among  them  by  the  civilization  of  Europeanaatious  and  the  North- 
ern States,  and  whatever  may  have  been  the  criticisms  upon  Ue  opinion  of  the  court 
delivered  by  Chief  Justice  Taney  in  the  Dred  Scot  case,  still  itis  a  fact,  proven  by  the 
practic.vs  of  those  nations,  that,  at  the  time  slavery  wasintrodued,  the  civilize<l  aatioi» 
regarded  the  negroes  as  having  no  rights  that  whit9  men  wei?  bound  to  respect.    The 
institution  had,  fk'om  climate,  soil,  prodnctiou,  and  the  habit^f  the  people,  iuterwoveo 
itself  into  oar  industries,  and  into  our  very  civilization.    Tl^  rigors  and  hardships  of 
slavery,  as  a  general  ruk^,  by  the  humanity  of  Sonthem  lasters.  had  been  ereatly 
ameliorated.    In  tho  present  century,  the  civilization  of  the  world  arrayed  itself 
ugriinst  slavery.    Much  had  been  said  and  written  upon  th  subject  pro  and  coju    The 
p.'ople  of  thy  South,  for  years  before  tho  war,  in  my  opiniu,  pretty  generally  believed 
i:i  its  moral  and  legal  right,  and  in  its  beneficial  polic^and  that  it  was  securvd  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  country — ^this  last,  I  l^eiievc,  admited  by  all.     When  abolitiqa 
W.13  advocatxMl  in  the  free  States,  its  advocates  met  no  Kor ;  indeed,  abolition  was«i 
much  a  teini  of  reproach  in  the  free  as  in  the  slave  Stats.    If  slavery  was  wrong,  {m 
I  believe  it  was;  in  my  opini(m  it  was  against  naturalfight — I  had  been  educated td 
think  differc!itly,)  it  was  a  wrong  for  which  not  only  tl> South,  but  the  North,  with  th? 
civilized  world,  was  accountable;  and  if  the  South',  y^re  it  was  valuable,  and  iat«r^ 
woven  into  all  its  civilization  and  the  habits  of  the  peole*  stuck  to  it^  when  in  the  North 
and  other  countries,  where  it  was  unprotitahlo,  incons'tont  with  their  habits  and  civUi- 
ation,  were  opposed  to  it,  in  my  opinion,  she  did  just -'ba-t  thL»y  would  have  done  under 
similar  circumstances,  entertaining  similar  opinions.  The  rights  of  the  States  and  the 
power  of  tho  Federal  Government  nml,  from  the  or^'Hization  of  the  Government,  ques- 
tions of  dispute ;  the  southern  view  that  all  citizensip  was  through  tho  State,  audheiide 
'he  paramount  allegiance  of  the  citizen  was  due  t  the  State,  and  as  a  State  ooakl  Ml 
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commit  treaaoD,  tberofore,  no  man  ^oin$^ivith  hiA  State,  even  to  taking  np  arms  against 
tlie  I'VcUniil  Oovemijiont,  could  bo  guilty  of  treason,  (and  which,  in  my  opinion,  mode 
a1>&o]nte1y  necessary  something  like  iho  fourteenth  amendment,)  and  other  ideas  aud 
views,  that  led  almost  inevitably  to  the  doctrine  of  the  right  of  secession,  were  pecu- 
liar, not  to  the  South  alone,  hut  at  some  periods  of  our  history,  in  my  opinion,  been  the 
predominant  idea  of  the  nation,  though  never  before  tested  iu  that  form.  I  believe 
that  my  ^eat  error,  and  those  who  favored  that  idi*a,'was  this:  iu  construing  th^ 
Constitution,  we  lost  si^ht  of  one  great,  uuiversal  principle— older,  and  I  mi|j;ht  say 
sn|M*nor  to  all  constitutions  aud  laws — that  iei,  the  gi*eat  light  of  self-preservation  and 
8elf-prot«<'tion,  which,  in  my  opinion,  applies  with  equal  force  to  governments  as  to 
]>erH<ins,  aud  it  was,  I  think,  the  idea  of  the  eminent  authors  of  the  Federalist,  when  it 
was  stated,  in  discussing  the  Constitutiou,  no  government  could  be  presumed  to  iuteud 
or  emboily  iu  itself  its  own  destruction.  The  abolitionists  of  the  North,  while  oondned 
to  philo8oi>her8  and  a  few  preachei's,  were  not  roganled  in  the  South  of  much  import- 
anc4i,  but  when  a  great  political  party  was  organized  upon  hostility  to  slavery,  aud 
when  that  party  succeeded  in  getting  into  power,  the  great  majority  of  the  South  be- 
lieved it  doomed  slavery,  in  the  Uuion,  to  destruction.  Some  iutelligeut  men  thought 
diflerently,  and  stuck  to  the  Union  until  the  war  commenced.  Those  men,  as  a  gen- 
eral rule,  in  my  opinion,  since  the  war,  and  slavery  has  been  abolished,  have  been  the 
most  bitter  in  their  opposition.  In  my  opinion,  the  success  of  the4*e publicans  was  the 
ultimate  destruction  ot  slavery  in  the  Union.  But  for  the  war,  its  abolition  would  have 
l>eeii  more  gradual,  and  taken  some  time.  .Revolutions  never  go  backward  until  their 
ends  are  aecomplished.  The  accomplishing  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  would  have 
cnuif  stMmer  or  later  In  my  opinion,  if  such  hail  been  fully  felt  aud  believed  iu  the 
8t»uth,  th(»re  would  have  lieeu  very  little  Uuion  sentiment  there.  Looking  at  it  as  the 
southern  people  did,  educated  as  they  were,  believing  as  they  honestly  did,  and  <n- 
fouraged  as  1  kuow  they  were  by  many  leadiug  democrats  North,  iu  ray  opiuion,  it  was 
uatural  that  they  should  attempt  to  withdraw,  aud  set  up  a  governiuent  for  thciu- 
belvew,  where  they  could  protect  this  institution.  I  believe  any  other  high-toned, 
chivalrous,  and  brave  people,  under  similar  circumstances,  entertaining  similar  opiu- 
ioiiH,  would  have  done  the  same  thing.  Iu  my  opiuion  it  was  most  fortunate  for  the 
people  of  the  South  that  they  were  not  successful ;  had  tliey  have  been,  iu  my  opiuion, 
we  would,  ere  this,  have  been  8])lit  into  diU'ereut  governments,  aud  revolution  after 
ifvolutiou.  to  have  ended  in  monarchy.  Aviieu  the  war  w;is  over,  the  Southern  people 
liud  uo  idea,  while  they  oxx>ecte<l  slavery  to  be  abolished,  that  tUeir  slaves  were  tot>© 
in*uU;  their  political  equals;  and  when  this  was  done,  and  a  constitution,  as  tht^y'con- 
nidert'd,  forced  upon  them,  that  they  considered  they  had  defeated.  My  opinion  that 
tlin  orent  mass  felt,  as  I  believe  any  other  goml,  brav43,  and  chivalrous  people  feeling 
and  oelieving  as  they  did  would  have  felt ;  believing,  t)^  J[  do,  that  this  bitterneas  and 
hostility  was  for  political  causes;^  that  the  great  mass  of  the  people  are  as  good  as 
any  other  people ;  I  am  of  opinion  that  when  ouce  they  see  that  the  people  of  tho 
nation  are  deteruiifie<l  to  sustain  the  reconstruction  policy  of  Congress  and  President 
Grant ;  that  the  present  stiitus  is  to  be  the  fixed  st-atus  of  the  Government ;  when  they 
abandon  the  idea,  which,  in  my  opinion,  hail  its  origin  more  in  passion  than,  reason, 
of  overthrowing  or  disregarding  as  null  aud  void  the  recoustniction  fourt^'cuth  ancl 
lifteeuth  amendments,  and  the  congressional  legislation  under  them,  they  will  accept 
the  situation — reason  assume  its  throne.  They  will  see,  as  some  of  them  are  begin- 
ning to  see,  the  necessity  of  putting  down  all  disguised  bauds,  aud  that  the  time  will 
soon  come  when  the  name  of  a  diisguised  Ku-Klux  will  be  more  odious  than  ever  was 
the  name  of  '* carpet-bagger"  or  "scalawag,"  and  that  under  the  Constitution  as  it  is, 
with  its  nmendments — a  i)erpetua],  indissoluble  Union,  a  National  Government,  with 
the  powei-8  of  a  governiuent  to  protect  itself  and  its  most  humble  citizens — we  will,  iu 
niy  opiuion,  enjoy  a  peace  and  security  nnd  grow  to  a  prosperity  aud  greatuess  we 
have  scarcely  ever  dreamed  of  iu  our  wildest  visions.  This  is  founded  on  ray  fixed 
o[>iiiiou  that  these  outrages  grow  out  of  political  causes,  political  pas.sions,  aud  hates, 
and  that  when  these  hates  and  passions  subside,  whatever  is  personal  and  done  by  bad 
lueu,  all  goo<l  men,  uniting  in  good  and  serious  earnestness,  will  soon  be  able  to  put 
it  down.  If  I  was  of  opinion,  or  could  be  made  to  believe,  all  the  outrages  that  are 
known  to  have  been  committed  was  from  mere  personal  hate,  malice,  aud  pure  wicked- 
ness of  heart,  and  that  whole* comuiuuities,  staudiug  by,  either  sympathizing  or  looking 
on  inditlereiitly,  and  in  many  instances  inflaming  the  minds  of  the  people  against  vic- 
tims, in8t4*:id  of  seeking  to  punish  the  perpetrators;  in  that  view  I  should  not  and  could 
not  entertain  the  ox^inion  or  ho)>e  of  good  from  such  a  t>eople  actuated  by  sucb  pass*  uis. 
I  uoi:ld  as  soon  expect  the  ^'k'Opard  to  change  his  spots,  or  the  Ethiopeau  his  skin''  as 
to  see  such  a  community  amend  its  ways. 

2h  the  committee : 

Tho  alHive  well  and  deliberately  considered  opinions  I  have  written  down  under  the 
sole»mitie«  of  my  oaih,  and,  through  Air.  Buckley,. present  them  to  your  consideration 
luid  for  your  disi>osaL 

J.  A.  MiNNIS. 
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HuNTSA^LLB,  ALABAMA^  October  6, 1871. 
GEORGE  TAYLOR  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Where  do  you  live  now  ? 

An»wer.  I  stay  about  three  miles  from  here  now,  down  on  the  pike,  at  Greenbbrj 
Smith's  place,  a  colored  man. 

Question.  Are  you  single  or  married  f 

Answer,  I  am  a  married  man. 

Question.  Where  did  you  live  before  you  came  here  f 

Answer,  Since  the  surrender! 

QuesUon,  Were  you  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  warf 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  never  was  in  the  Army.  1  refugeed  from  Stevensoo,  and  went 
from  there  to  Talladega,  and  I  staid  there  until  after  the  war.  Then  I  came  baek 
from  there  up  here  to  Stevenson. 

Question,  Where  you  had  lived  before  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuGition,  How  long  did  you  stay  at  Stevenson  f 

Answer,  About  two  years. 

Question,  What  thne  did  you  leave  there,  with  reference  to  the  election  of  General 
Grant  f 

Answer,  It  was  before  that. 

Question,  How  long  before  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  has  been  about  two  years  ago. 

Question^.  It  was  three  years  this  fall  since  Greneral  Grant  was  elected. 

Answer,  I  knew  when  the  election  was  running,  and,  according  to  my  recolIeetio&, 
I  was  down  in  Cherokee,  in  Colbert  County.  I  moved  from  Huntsville  dpwn  there.  I 
had  staid  here  before  that.    Then  I  staid  there  until  the  election  was  over. 

Question,  What  is  your  age  t 

Answer,  I  am  about  twenty-seven  or  twenty- eight,  I  reckon. 

Question.  Were  you  a  slave  before  the  war  f 

Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  seen  the  Ku-Klux  J 

Answer,  Yes.  sir ;  I  have  seen  tbera. 

Question,  Wkero  did  you  see  them  ? 

Answer.  I  waa  then  in  Cherokee,  Colbert  County. 

Question.  Was  that  before  or  after  General  Grant's  election  f 

Anstoer,  That  was  after. 

Question.  How  many  did,you  see  together  ? 

Answci:  When  I  saw  them — when  they  interfered  with  me— there  were  twelve  men 

Question.  Were  they  on  foot  or  on  horseback  ? 

Ansicer.  On  foot. 

Question.  Had  they  disguises  on  f 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Tell  how  they  were  disguised  t 

Ansiver.  I  will  tell  you.  I  sat  up  until  about  2  o'clock  in  the  night,  and  laid  down, 
and  they  came  to  my  door  about  3  o'clock,  I  reckon.  They  rapped  at  my  door.  I  was 
asleep  and  thought  I  heard  some  person.  In  opening  the  door  they  made  a  noise  thai 
awakened  me,  and  they  were  right  at  the  bed  when  I  waked  up.  They  l>eiog  tberb  in 
that  wavj  and  I  not  knowing  who  tbey  were,  I  was  excited, and  I  drew  back  and  struck 
one,  and  they  got  around  the  bed,  (my  wife  was  also  in  it,)  and  they  gathered  me  and 
took  me  out  of  doors.  They  rapped  and  struck  me  with  a  pistol  a  time  or  two  on  the 
head,  and  the  blood  commenced  running  down.  Tbey  tooKme  about  tbii-ty  or  ^t 
yaixis  right  opposite  the  house.  The  fii-st  move  was  to  lay  me  down  on  the  tack,  Uni 
they  could  not  hold  me  that  way  and  whip  me,  and  they  laid  nio  down  oU  the  face^afxi 
sat  on  my  head  and  on  my  arms  and  on  my  feet,  and  they  whipped  me.  I  think  tbry 
all  whipped  ;  they  took  it  around  and  around.  After  tbey  got  through  whipping  Bie, 
they  took  some  sharp  iustniment  and  stuck  it  into  nie  all  about  over  nie.  I  could  mA 
move.  They  did  not  allow  me  to  even  groan.  I  held  uiy  breath  to  save  myself  a  fe«r 
miuut-es.  They  said  they  believed  I  was  dead,  and  took  me  up  and  shook  me  avd 
rubbed- the  hand  over  my  face.  After  they  did  that,  they  passed  a  law  ;  twelve  «f 
them  got  around  me ;  they  put  pistols  all  around  my  head,  and  Udd  mo  I  wouUl  hav« 
to  leave  that  place  by  Sunday  night,  but  another,  the  captain,  said,  "  Xo,  >jfive  kira 
until  Tuesday,"  and  that  if  I  did  not  leave  by  Tuesday  night  I  would  g<i  np.  So  I 
left  there,  and  all  I  had  I  lost  principally.  I  was  making  a  crop  there,  living  wit^ 
a  gentleman  named  Geor^^o  Duncan.  Ho  was  asleep  wben  tbey  came,  he  said,  and  dM 
not  know  anytbing  about  it.  My  wife  went  down  to  see  him  aud  he  came  up,  and  hy 
that  time  they  were  gone.  1  left  there  and  came  up  here  U)  Huntsville,  and  staid  here 
four  or  five  weeks,  and  then  went  off  aci-oss  that  mountain,  (southward,)  across  Floit 
River,  aud  attended  meeting  there ;  and  then  I  moved  back  here  two  or  three 
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before  Cbristmas.  Then  I  staid  oat.  at  Mr.  Tom  Macanlays,  and  made  a  crop  there 
last  year.    Then  I  moved  down  on  the  pike  to  Greenbury  Smith's  phioe. 

Question,  Have  you  been  back  to  where  you  were  whipped  f  . 

Answer.  I  never  have  been  back  there. 

Queaii&n,  Did  you  have  any  property  f 

Ansicer.  I  had  a  bargain  for  two  horses  and  had  commenced  paying  for  it,  and  boneht 
luy  meat  and  sugar  and  coffee,  and  had  several  things  in  my  house  which  amounted 
to*  a  heap.  But  they  took  me  off  in  an  excitement,  and  I  did  not  hardly  have  my  mind 
for  two  or  three  weeks,  they  beat  me  so— beating  me  about  the  head  so  that  I  hardly 
knew  anything. 

Question.  Did  you  wait  until  Sunday  night  f 

Answer.  I  staid  until  Tuesday  evenioe.    Chat  was  done  Saturday  night,  and  they 

fave  me  from  Saturday  nieht  until  Monday  night  to  stay,  and  I  had  to  leave  Tuesday, 
left  then.  I  left  my  viiQ  there,  and  she  came  up  here  afterward.  Then  a  party  of 
them  run  a  garnishee  or  an  attachment  on  what  I  had  down  there,  and  made  me  pay 
$12  or  $13  on  it,  and  my  losses,  according  to  my  judgment,  were  over  $500— what  I  had 
before  mo  and  all  that  I  lost  by  leaving. 

Question.  Did  you  have  a  crop  in  the  ground  nngatheredf 

Answer.  I  had  made  arrangements  with  this  gentleman.  I  had  two  mules  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  and  my  provisions  to  last  all  the  year,  and  never  got  it.  I  had  bargained 
with  him  for  a  horse  which  was  my  horse. 

Question.  How  much  had  you  paid  on  the  horse  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  much.    I  was  going  to  work  it  out. 

Question.  Had  you  worked  some  on  itt 

Answer.  I  had  commenced  cutting  wood,  and  so  on ;  you  know  how  it  is  when  a 
colored  man  buys  anything. 

Question.  Had  you  paid  for  your  groceries  or  provisions  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  appearance  of  horses  about  where  you  were  whipped  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  these  men  did  not  have  any  horses ;  if  they  had,  they  were  back  in 
the  woods ;  but  I  didn't  see  any. 

Question.  Were  you  and  your  wife  in  the  cabin  by  yourselves? 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  was  it  to  your  nearest  neighbor  f 

Answer.  About  as  fcg:  as  to  that  house  across  the  street  there. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  those  men  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Neither  by  their  sizes,  nor  voices,  nor  general  appearance  f 

Answer.  I  could  not  say  that  I  knew  any  of  them.  I  might  have  known  them,  but 
they  took  me  in  an  excitement,  and  in  the  night  and  disguised ;  that  would  disturb  a 
man's  mind  so  he  could  not  tell. 

Question.  You  say  you  set  up  late  that  night  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  expecting  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  I  went  over  to  the  place — ^to  town. 

Question.  What  place! 

Answer.  Cherokee,  and  went  into  a  gentleman's  store.  His  name  is  Dean.  They 
irere  talking  secrets.  Two  other  white  gentlemen  wore  there,  and  he  stepped  back 
where  I  was,  and  says,  **  How  dare  you  stand  here  and  listen  to  white  gentlemen  talk ; 
^*oa  black  impudent  son  of  a  bitch,  walk  out  of  my  house  or  I'll  blow  your  brains  out 
in  a  minute.''  That  was  Saturday  night.  I  cannot  say  it  was  him  or  them  that 
cavae  to  my  house. 

QuesHon.  What  reason  did  they  give  for  whipping  you  at  the  time  f 

Answer.  They  didn't  give  any  reason  at  all  at  the  time.  I  asked  them ;  some  came 
to  me,  and  I  sftid,  *'  What  did  yon  abuse  me  for  f "  They  said,  *^  IVb  none  of  your  busi- 
ness." But  before  the  presidentinl  election  came  on,  I  was  preaching  down  in  that  set- 
tlement, and  the  land-holders  with  black  ones  on  their  land  there  told  the  black  ones 
not  to  keep  my  company,  for  they  thought  I  was  a  northern  spy  in  there  preaching 
Union ;  and  if  I  didn't  vote  for  them,|they  intended  to  put  me  up,  and  they  didn't  think 
I  was  raised  in  the  southern  part  any  how.  They  asked  me  if  I  was.  I  told  them  that 
I  was — that  I  was  never  in  the  northern  part  in  my  life.  I  voted  a  southern  ticket  at 
that  time  when  the  election  came  off  to  save  my  life. 

Question.  A  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  democratic  ticket.  I  voted  for  them.  I  thought  they  wouldn't 
interfere  with  me.  They  didn't  interfere  with  me ;  but  it  seemed  after  I  voted  with 
them  they  were  not  satisfied. 

Question.  You  were  a  preacher,  you  say  f 

Answer.  Yes^  sir. 

Question.  Oi  what  church  f 

Answer.  I  belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churoh. 


574         CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES, 

QHmtkw,  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Chnrch  North,  or  Sonth  ? 

Answer.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  North.  Parson  Lakin,  perhaps  you  know 
hinif  is  the  main  elder  of  the  church  here  iu  Hnntsville. 

QueatUm,  Was  that  church  organized  under  his  direction  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnestiofi,  And  you  were  a  preacher  in  it  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  say  these  white  men  told  the  negroes  not  to  go  and  hear  you  preach, 
at  yon  were  a  northern  spy  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  Thoy  did  this  thing  against  me,  and  I  didn't  know  it  nntil  the  col- 
ored people  told  nie  about  it,  and  they  advised  me  to  leave  that  country ;  bat  I  bad 
married  there  and  behaved  myself,  and  sever  knew  anything  about  politics  any  more 
than  I  beard  men  say ;  but  never  took  up  time  with  politics. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  preach  politics  in  the  pulpit  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  never. 

Question.  Yon  have  kept  your  political  sentiments  to  yoorself  f 

Anstrer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  given  any  offense,  so  far  as  yon  knew,  to  the  white  people  f 

Anmoer.  No.  sir ;  I  behaved  myself  and  never  gave  any  offense  at  alL  They  seemed 
to  think  mucli  of  me. 

Question.  Were  you  industrious  during  week  days  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  worked  and  laborMl  hard.    These  &ct8  can  be  proven  noiBT. 

Question.  Were  you  married  and  living  with  your  wife  at  the  time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Describe  as  well  as  you  can  the  £ilse  faces  and  clothes  that  these  Ku-KIox 
had  on. 

Anstcer.  They  had  on  something  like  an  old-fashioned  hunting-shirty  as  they  have 
them  in  this  southern  part.  They  had  a  belt  around  them,  and  were  buttoned  plumb 
np  here,  and  had  a  black  gown  that  came  all  around ;  some  had  black  gowns  and  some 
other  colors.    They  were  of  different  colors. 

Qttestion.  What  did  they  have  over  their  heads  ? 

Answer.  It  seemed  to  me  like  a  cloth ;  it  had  marks  made  over  it  for  eye-browa,  and 
holes  cut  for  eyes,  and  a  place  for  the  nose,  and  they  were  tied  aro.und  the  neck  and 
back  of  the  head  below,  iu  some  way,  and  under  the  chin.  That  is  the  way  they  were 
fixed. 

Question.  Had  they  horns  f 

Anstcer.  Some  of  them  had  something  like  horns.  They  were  not  all  disguised  alike. 
One  had  on  one  kind  of  thing,  and  another  had  another  thing.  Some  had  on  something 
that  stuck  away  out  in  front  like  a  sheep's  head,  and  some  stuck  away  up  high. 

Qu4SstUm.  Where  did  they  say  they  came  from  f 

Anstcer.  They  said  they  were  Just  out  of  the  moon.  They  had  some  kind  of  whistfe 
blowing. 

Question.  Did  they  make  any  threats  or  require  yon  to  leave  the  country  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  when  they  whipped  mo  they  told  me  I  had  to  leave  the  ooantry, 
and  if  I  didn't  they  would  put  me  up.  The  gentleman  I  was  liviug  with,  Bir.  Qeorge 
Duncan,  as  fine  a  man  as  I  ever  lived  with  in  my  life,  wanted  me  to  stay  there.  Next 
morning  I  went  down  and  showed  him.  I  was  bloody  from  my  head  down  to  my  waiKt, 
as  bloody  as  if  I  was  in  a  slaughter-house. 

Question.  Did  they  require  you  to  strip  f 

Ansvjer.  No  sir,  1  bad  gone  to  bed  and  had  my  clothes  off;  only  my  drawers  aad  ahiit 
on. 

Question.  How  many  lashes  did  they  strike  yon  f 

Anstcer.  1  can't  say,  except  from  the  time  they  took;  I  reckon  it  was  three  hiuidrc4 
or  four  hundred  lashcSw  It  was  very  severe.  I  could  not  sit  or  lie  down  for  a  long  tiin«u 
It  cut  into  my  backbone  so  deep  that  it  is  still  affected.  My  back  was  sore  foe  tw» 
or  three  months. 

By  Mr.  Bkck  : 

Question.  How  hmg  had  yon  lived  with  this  man  George  Duncan  f 

Answer.  1  staid  there  I  reckon  about  a  year,  not  quite  a  year.  I  married  the  same 
year  1  moved  there.  I  married  and  went  up  there  along  in  March,  I  think,  and  a^ 
tended  garden  for  him. 

Question.  This  whipping  took  place  the  winter  afterward  f 

Anstcer.  It  took  place  directly  after  Christmas,  a  week  or  two  weeks  after  Christinas. 

Question.  The  time  of  the  whipping  was  about  two  weeks  after  Christmas  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  was  no  crop  in  the  ground  then  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  wo  were  making  preparations.  I  had  two  mules  that  wei»  t© 
tend  sixty  acres,  and  he  was  to  give  me  half  of  wliot  I  made,  he  to  furnish  the  pisM 
and  everything,  and  the  stock,  and  to  feed  the  stock.    1  gave  him  half. 
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QuesUon.  Tonr  lose  was  what  yoa  think  yon  could  have  made  if  yon  had  been  per- 
mitted  to  carry  out  your  coutract  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir.  I  worked  uigbt  and  day,  and  had  two  or  throe  hundred  cords  of 
wood  cnt  that  I  got  a  dollar  a  cord  for :  I  had  men  hired  to  out  the  timber  laps  already 
down  ;  I  was  msddng  two  or  three  dollars  a  day. 

QueBiion,  Can  yon  read  or  write  f 

Answer,  I  can  read  a  little,  but  not  writing,  sir. 

Qutstion.  When  did  you  turn  preacher,  and  how  did  you  manage  to  get  along  with 
preaching  t  . 

Answer,  A  roan  can  read  enough  to  understand  the  Scriptures  and  preach,  but  when 
it  comes  to  writing,  it  is  a  diftereut  thing. 

Question.  Could  you  read  a  book  like  that  f  [showing  the  witness  the  volume  of  printed 
Alabama  testimony  takeu  by  the  committee.] 

Atiswer,  I  do  not  suppose  I  could.  It  depends  on  what  a  man  studies.  If  a  man 
studies  the  Scriptures,  it  comes  more  natural  and  easy  to  him  to  read  it ;  but  you  know 
more  about  that  than  I  do,  for  you  are  a  scholar. 

Question,  I  only  wanted  to  know  whether  you  could  read  and  write,  and  the  extent 
of  your  abilities  in  that  way,  you  being  a  preacher. 

Answer,  I  can  read  a  little,  but  not  to  read  such  books. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  been  preachin^j  t 

Answer,  Ever  since  I  was  young.  I  profess^  religion  when  I  was  twelve  or  thirteen 
years  old,  and  went  to  preaching  while  I  was  young. 

Question,  While  you  were  still  a  slave  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Yon  have  been  preaching  ever  since  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir,  tryinj^  to  do  so,  and  to  do  what  was  right. 

Question.  Have  you  had  a  psirticular  congregation  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    I  did  not  have  none  of  my  own ;  are  you  speaking  of  slavery  times  f 

Question.  No,  when  you  were  whipped  I 

Answer.  No,  I  was  under  preachers  in  charge,  and  was  sent  to  preach  here  and  there. 
They  sent  me,  according  to  the  system  of  our  cliurch,  to  this  place  and  that,  to  Tuscnm- 
bia,  and  across  Tennessee  River.  Now  I  am  a  local  preacher,  a  minister  of  the  gospel; 
but  I  was  not  at  that  time. 

Question.  You  were^jusfc  preaching  about  wherever  they  sent  you  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  Like  a  man  was  on  a  circuit ;  I  was  acting  in  the  circuit  preacher's 
place.  The  church  was  not  organized  then  as  it  is  now,  because  the  country  was  torn 
up  so. 

Question.  You  have  not  been  disturbed  since  von  came  up  here  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  no  person  has  interfered  with  me  since  I  have  been  here. 

Question.  That  was  the  January  after  the  President  was  elected  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Question.  January,  1869  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  there  nmch  opposition  there  among  the  white  people  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  North  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes.  sir,  a  good  deal ;  and  I  expect  until  now  there  is,  because  Paraon  Lakin, 
-who  is  the  elcler  of  our  church,  preached  down  at  Tuscumbia.  That  was  the  head 
cbnrch  there.  The  old  Southern  Methodist  Church,  or  white  people  that  used  to  own 
the  people  in  slavery,  would  not  have  anything  to  do  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  They  didn't  recognize  it,  and  didn't  want  anv  black  people  to  join  it;  oe- 
cause,  they  said,  that  was  the  church  that  was  started  u>r  a  Union  society  to  elect  Mr. 
Grant. 

Question.  That  that  was  a  society  organized  for  political  purposes  to  elect  Qeueral 
Orant  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  such  doctrine  advanced  in  the  chnrch  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  How  did  those  whites  down  there  like  Mr.  Lakin  f 

Answer,  They  didn't  like  him.  I  was  talking  to  him ;  I  saw  him  down  there  at  the 
eame  time,  and  I  reported  to  him,  as  I  was  telling  you  here,  how  I  was  treated  down 
there  for  preaching,  and  he  then  sent  mo  to  Mr.  Wager,  the  captain. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  You  made  an  affidavit  containing  the  whole  of  the  facts  f 
Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.    I  wenc  to  him,  and  he  directed  me  to  come  to  Captain  Bone  here, 
And  he  told  me  he  would  carry  the  application  on  to  Washington  City  himself. 

Question.  Is  that  it  f  [Indicating  the  affidavit  as  printed  in  the  appendix  to  the  tes- 
timony of  Rev.  A.  S.  Lakin,  page  148.] 
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Anawer,  To  come  to  the  troth  of  the  basiuess  I  am  not  soholar  eooQgh  to  read  all 
kiiuls  of  books ;  I  could  uot  read  a  book  like  that.  I  can  read  the  Bible.  I  don't  want 
to  come  before  wise  men  and  make  a  fool  of  myaelf. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QHeatian,  Do  you  deaire  to  have  your  affidavit  that  yon  then  made  inoorporated  wHk 
your  evidence  here  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Who  drew  that  affidavit  for  yon  to  sign  and  swear  to  f 

Answer,  This  ffentloman  I  spoke  to,  Mr.  Wager.  Parson  Lakin  directed  me  thcve, 
and  Mr.  Wager  directed  me  to  Captain  Bone  here. 

[The  affidavit  above  i-efered  to  is  as  follows :] 

State  of  Alabama,  Madison  County,  ss : 

On  this  29th  dajr  of  May,  A.  D.  1871,  personally  appeared  before  me,  James  H.  Bone, 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  the  county  and  Stat^  afore^d,  George  Taylor, 
resident  of  Madison  County,  late  of  Colbert  County,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  dnly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  in  January,  1869,  he  was  living  with  Mr.  Georce  Dnncan, 
near  Cherokee,  Colbert  County,  Alabama,  whore  he  had  lived  ten  years  before ;  abont 
the  middle  of  the  month,  about  2  o'clock  at  night,  he  was  aroused  from  sleep  by  some 
persons  breaking  down  the  door  of  his  house ;  after  the  door  was  broken  down  some 
six  men,  dressed  in  disguise,  their  heads  covered  with  a  white  cloth  sack,  and  their 
bodies  with  black  gowns ;  these  men  came  to  my  bed  where  I  was,  and  took  me  up  and 
carried  me  out  of  the  house  from  my  wife ;  they  took  me  about  fifty  or  sixty  yards,  and 
laid  me  down  on  my.  back,  but  I  fought  them  so  theytumed  me  on  my  face  and 
stretched  my  arms  and  legs  ont,  a  man  holding  each.  When  I  came  out  of  the  house 
I  saw  some  more  of  these  men.  I  counted  twelve  in  all.  While  in  this  position  these 
men  whippe<l  me,  first  one  and  then  another,  relieving  each  other.  They  hit  me  about 
five  hundred  times.  They  also  struck  me  on  the  head  with  a  pistol  two  or  three  times. 
They  told  me  not  to  move  or  grunt  or  halloo ;  and  I  held  my  breath,  and  did  not  move 
when  they  hit  me.'  When  they  shook  me  and  I  did  not  move,  they  stuck  mo  with  sonte 
sharp  instrument  in  back,  legs,  and  rump ;  all  over  these  parts  they  stuck  their  kniveo. 
Then  tbey  raised  mo  up,  and  one  said, ''  He  is  detMl.''  He  then  rubbed  his  hands  over  my 
face.  I  could  not  hold  my  breath  any  longer.  And  then  they  all  pointed  their  pietok 
at  my  head,  and  said,  *'  You  must  leave  this  county  by  Monday  night.''  One  of  them  Aaid 
he  could  not  get  away ;  he  cannot  get  ready  by  Monday  night.  Then  they  said  thev 
would  ^ve  me  until  Tuesday.  This  occurred  on  a  Saturday  night,  and  if  I  was  found 
there  alter  that  I  would  go  up.  On  Tuesday  night  1  left,  leaving  everything,  and  lost 
my  labor. 

his 

GEORGE  4-  TAYLOR. 

mark. 

Witness : 

John  H.  Waoeb, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  29th  day  of  May,  1871 :  and  I  hereby  eertify 
that  the  foregoing  affidavit  was  carefully  read  over  by  me  to  the  affiant  l>efore  bs 
signed  and  made  oath  to  the  same. 

JAMES  H.  BONE,  ClcHL 


HuNTSviLLB,  Alabaica,  October  7, 1871. 
WILLIAM  HENDERSON  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  How  old  are  yon  f 

Anstoer,  1  don't  know^  sir. 

Question,  Where  are  you  living  now  f 

Anstoer,  I  am  living  here  in  town,  ont  at  Mr.  Davis's  groye. 

Qu^Uon,  Where  did  yon  live  last  August  f 

Answer,  At  Mr.  Calvin  Goodloe's. 

Question,  What  county  was  that  in  f 

Answer,  Colbert. 

Question,  Were  you  working  npon  Mr.  Goodloe's  place  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  you  married  ?• 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Living  with  your  wife  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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QuesUtm.  Were  yoa  visited  at  that  time  bj  an j  Ku-Eloz  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
■  Question,  Go  on  and  tell  the  committee  all  the  partionlars. 

Answer,  Mr.  Goodloe  and  me  sat  up  that  nieht^  on  the  15th  of  August,  until  about  11 
o'clock  at  nipht,  talking  about  one  thing  ana  another.  Ho  is  the  man  I  was  working 
for ;  I  went  home  and  laid  down.  I  shut  m^  door  and  latehed  it  on  the  inside.  There 
was  a  gimlet-hole  bored  through,  and  a  string  came  outside  that  was  fastened  to  the 
latch.  My  wife  was  not  at  home.  She  was  a  mile  and  a  half  ofif.  My  wife's  biggest 
boy  was  with  me« 

By  Mr.  BtcKLRY : 

Qtieation.  What  is  his  name  f 

Answer,  Mack  Henderson.  It  was  about  12  oclock  when  I  went  to  sleep  that  night. 
When  I  woke  up,  there  were  four  men  standing,  two  in  the  door,  and  one  on  each  side 
of  me.  They  hallooed, "  Strike  a  light,  strike  a  light."  I  shook  my  little  boy  for  him 
to  get  up.  I  looked  up  and  saw  them.  There  was  a  window  on  each  side  of  my  house. 
There  was  good  starlight,  but  no  moonshine.  The  stars  didn't  ffive  a  mighty  good  light. 
There  was  a  window  each  side,  with  the  windows  closed  down,  but  no  ^utt^s.  I 
looked  and  saw  that  they  were  disguised  men. 
Question,  Was  a  light  struck  t 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir  ;  my  boy  struck  a  light  in  a  minute,  when  he  was  told.  It  was  a 
cedar  light. 

Quesiton,  What  did  they  say.f 

Answer,  Tliey  told  nie  to  get  up.    I  got  up  after  the  light  was  made.    They  ordered 
nie  to  put  on  my  clothes.    1  put  on  my  clothes.    They  said  they  wanted  me  to  go  and 
show  tiiem  all  the  houses  on  the  place. 
Question.  On  Mr.  Goodloe's  place  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  did  they  say  thoy  wanted  you  to  show  the  houses  for  ? 
Answer,    There  was  Cater  Thompson  had  killed  a  man  a  little  before  that,  tliree 
weeks  or  a  month  before,  and  they  were  hunl  ing  him,  as  they  told  me. 
Question,  Was  Cater  Thompson  a  colored  man  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question,  They  said  they  were  huntim;  him  f 

Answa;  Yes,  sir.    After  they  got  oat  ofmy  door,  I  made  an  attempt  to  go  to  the  houses 
where  people  were  living  on  the  place.  Wo  went  right  through  Mr.  Goodloe's  yard.  They 
halted  me  then,  and  didn't  want  to  go  that  way,  but  around  by  the  quarters.  That  was 
half  a  mile.    I  told  them  I  didn't  know  Cater  Thompson  when  I  saw  him.    Thoy  said, 
"No  difference;  come  and  show  us  the  houses."    I  went  ou  with  them  until  we  got 
about  half-way  from  Mr.^Groodloe's  house,  to  his  quarters,  due  west  from  his  house. 
The  railroad  was  in  the  south.    When  we  got  about  half-way  frouiMr.  Goodloe's  house 
to  the  quarters,  they  said  they  didn't  want  to  go  that  way.    I  told  them  that  was  the 
-way  to  the  quarters.    They  said  they  didn't  want  to  go  that  way.    I  said,  **  There's  no 
use  in  my  going.    I  don't  know  that  man  when  I  see  him."    They  said  I  must  go. 
They  went  on  to  the  quarters.     Ki^ht  on  the  railroad  they  baited,  and  asked  me  if  I 
knew  that  place.     I  told  them  I  did.     They  said  they  had  better  not  go  any  further, 
and  one  reached  down  and  picked  up  a  rope,  and  another  picked  up  a  bottle  of  whisky, 
and  one  said,  "  We'll  have  to  tie  you.    We're  afraid  you'll  run  off  and  not  show  us."    I 
told  them  I  wouldn't.    They  said  they  would  t  ie  me,  and  they  tied  me.    One  said,  "  Tie 
him  tight ;  he's  a  mi^ty  stout  nigger."    They  tied  my  hands,  and  tied  the  rope  around 
my  right  leg  and  behind  me.  When  they  got  about  half  a  mile  further,  the  rope  was  cut- 
ting my  arms,  and  I  begged  them  to  slacken  it  a  little.    They  said  no,  they  wouldn't; 
thoy  wouldn't  hurt  me ;  to  come  along  peaceably.    They  wanted  to  go  to  Whit  New- 
some's  place,  to  find  John  Atkinson's  house ;  they  believed  he  was  there. 
Question,  Whof 

Answer,  This  Cater  Thompson.  I  went  with  them  to  John  Atkinson's  house,  and  I 
showed  where  it  was.  They  said,  "0,  we  don't  want  John  Atkinson's;  we  want  you ; 
vs'G  want  to  put  you  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  to  keep  you  from  appearing  at  the 
next  court ;  that^s  all  we  want — to  keep  you  from  appearing  at  the  nest  court."  We 
"W'ont  on  a  piece,  two  hundred,  or  three  nuudred  yards  further,  and  says  he,  "  Who  told 
yon  to  have  us  brought  up  in  court,  anyhow  ?"  I  told  him  nobody.  He  says,  **  You're 
a  Ood-damned  liar,'" and  punched  me  with  a  gun.  He  says,  "Didn't  Mr.  Whit  Dean 
tell  you  to  carry  us  to  court  ?"  I  said,  "  No,  sir."  Then  two  of  them  drew  a  gun  on 
nie,  cocked,  aud  says,  "  Didn't  Whit  Dean  tell  you  ?"  Then  I  says,  **  Yes.  sir,  he  did:" 
Says  he,  "  Who  else  told  you  f '  I  said, "  Nobody."  Then  Billy  Malone— tor,  mind  you, 
I  knew  two  of  these  men  then — Billy  Malone  says,  "  Didn't  Calvin  Goodke  t§ll  you  t" 
gays  I»  *'  No,  sir."  Then  he  turned  in  and  punched  me  in  the  back  with  a  gun  again, 
^iid  says, "  Didn't  he  tell  you  f"  Says  I,  "  No,  sir,  he  didn't.'^  We  went  on.  He  says, 
s*  ii^  very  thing  I  ask  you,  you  call  Dean  and  Goodloe  God-damned  black  sons  of  bitches^ 
do   ^ou  hear  ?"    I  said,  "  Yes,  sir."    He  kept  asking  me  questions  to  make  me  say  Whit 

37  A 
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Dean  was  a  God-damnod  lAaok  son  of  a  bitch.  When  thej  got  to  th©  horses,  they 
askfHl  me,  "  Did  Mr.  Dean  tell  yon  the  first  time  to  carry  them  to  conrt  T  Did  he  tell 
you  what  to  do  f "  I  said,  "  No."  He  says,  "  You  told  me  so."  I  said,  **  Yon  looked 
like  you  were  goins  to  kill  me."  He  says, "  Didn't  he  tell  yon  so  f"  I  said,  "  Yes." 
They  went  on,  good  two  miles  from  where  they  took  me,  to  where  the  horses  were. 
When  they  got  to  the  horses,  they  had  made  np  a  little  brush  fire  with  sticks  in  the 
bushes.  When  they  carried  me  up  there,  they  halted  and  took  a  drink — all  of  them. 
Mr.  Billy  Malone  is  as  large  a  man  as  you  are,  I  reckon,  [Mr.  Pratt,  the  chairman,! 
and  a  young  man,  too.  Mr.  Duce  Lindsay  flnng  thB  curtain  np  from  his  fi^ee  and 
drank.  After  they  drank,  and  I  kept  looking  at  Billy  Malone  so,  for  I  had  lived  with 
him  for  twelve  months,  and  I  knew  his  size  and  voice  and  face,  and  kept  looking  at  his 
face,  and  Mr.  Holscapple  walked  up  and  jerked  me  by  the  back  of  the  collar  and  kept 
me  from  looking  at  Malone,  and  ho  went  and  mrumbled  to  Mr.  Malone,  and  he  pnlled 
the  veil  over  his  face  again.  They  went  on  half  a  mile  north  of  there,  and  they  said  it 
was  getting  too  nigh  day,  and  they  tried  to  make  me  get  up  on  the  fence  and  get  on 
the  horse  behind  them.  Then  we  wore  on  the  straight  Newport  road  to  the  river.  I 
was  so  tied  by  thchands  and  legs  that  I  could  not  get  up,  and  one  of  them,  Mr.  Dace 
Lindsay,  walked  up  and  caught  me  by  the  arm  and  pulled  me  up  on  the  fence  eo  I 
could  get  on  the  horse.  I  got  on  the  horse  and  put  him  in  a  right  smart  gait,  padng 
and  loping.  When  I  got  half  way  my  hat  dropped  oflF,  this  very  hat  that  I  have  here 
naw.  This  place  was  in  the  hat  then  that  the  puppy  had  torn  that  very  day  playing 
with  it.  My  hat,  when  I  got  half  way  to  the  river,  which  was  a  mile  and  u  half. 
dropped  off,  and  one  of  them  got  down  and  got  it;,  There  were  two  men  I  didn't  know. 
I  never  saw  their  faces.  One  of  them  got  down  and  got  my  hat.  He  was  right  behind 
Mr.  Billy  Malone,  on  a  gray  horse,  which  I  am  content  was  Mr.  Frank  Rankin's  gray 
hoi'se.    Mr.  Duce  Lindsay  was  riding  Mr.  Holseapple's  horse,  and  Mr.  Holseapple 


riding  a  big  bay,  a  sort  of  high-tailed  horse,  a  natural  x><^iDg  horse.  That  night  I 
didn't  know  the  horse  at  the  time.  I  knew  him,  too,  but  I  couldn't  make  him  out^  I  kneir 
the  horse  very  well,  though.  There  was  one  pony  in  the  crowd  I  didn't  know.  There 
were  four  horses  and  five  men.  It  was  a  sort  of  light,  i-oanish,  mustang-Iookinp  pony. 
When  we  got  half-way  to  the  river  my  hat  dropped  off,  and  the  one  right  behind,  Mr. 
Malone,  got  it.  When  we  got  to  the  river,  Billy  Malone,  and  Holseapple,  and  this 
other  man  had  rode  on,  and  got  a  skiff,  to  caAy  mc  across,  as  they  said ;  when  wc  got 
there,  they  were  standing  right  before  the  Newport  store-door,  and  in  about  ten  steps 
of  it.  When  they  dismounted  horses,  they  told  me  to  get  down.  1  said,  **  Gentlemen, 
I  can't  get  down  ;  please  help  me  down."  One  of  them  ran  up,  and  oatched  mc  by  the 
^llar,  and  pulled  me  off.  That  was  Mr.  Duce  Lindsav.  Then  Mr.  Billy  Malone  was 
sitting  right  in  front  of  me,  again,  by  the  fence,  holding  the  two  horses.  He  i«  as 
large  a  man  as  you  [Mr.  Pratt]  are ;  there  isn't  any  other  such  a  man  as  he  is  in  that 
settlement.  There  is  as  big  men,  but  not  like  him.  I  knew  him  by  his  size,  and  face, 
and  voice.  I  stood  there  looking  at  him,  and  Mr.  Holseapple  walked  up,  and  catcfaed  m^ 
by  the  arm,  and  told  me  to  walk  down  by  the  river  bank.  He  walked  on  before,  and 
told  thcni  to  follow  him.  We  were  standing  upon  the  river  bank  ;  the  water  had  fullea 
down  about  twenty-tivo  feet.  We  marched  down  to  the  edge  of  the  water,  and  took  up 
the  river  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  or  one  hundred  and  thirty  yards,  I  reckon ; 
it  may  be  more.  There  we  came  to  where  Mulberry  Creek  runs  in  the  river,  and  the  skil 
was  in  the  mouth  of  Mulberry  Creek.  They  bailed  the  water  out  of  the  skiff.  Mr.  HiiW^ 
apple  went  in  first,  and  called  in  Mr.  Duce  Lindsay,  and  then  told  me  to  get  in.  Alter  I  gU 
in,  he  told  this  other  gentleman  that  I  didn't  know,  that  I  hadn't  seen  the  face  of,  to  oofiue 
in  by  me.  That  left  me  in  the  bow  of  the  skift'.  When  wo  got  about  half-way  across,  Mr. 
Holseapple  says,  *'  God  damn  it,  I  am  not  going  to  carry  this  nigger  across  here.    UN 


He  says,  *'  Yes."  He  put  my  feet  on  the  bow,  and  turned  me  over  backward,  as  I  was 
begging  him  to  untie  me.  The  last  I  remember  he  was  holding  me  under  water  with 
one  of  the  canoe  paddles.  I  commenced  struggling  under  water,  and  when  I  fonod 
myself,  I  had  got  one  hand  untied,  and  had  come  np  to  the  top  with  one  hand  uutied. 
I  staid  on  the  top  a  little  while,  and  then  I  had  ^ot  so  full  of  water  and  so  near  tired 
out,  I  couldn't  hardly  swim,  and  I  went  down  again.  As  Twent  down  again,  I  ^^tm^gled 
and  got  out  the  other  hand.  Then,  when  I  got  to  the  top  again,  I  staid.  I  lookeoaocl 
saw  the  men  fastening  the  skiff  at  the  bank,  and  I  came  out  until  I  got  to  water  uy 
about  here,  [the  eyes.]  I  took  a  cramp  in  one  hip  ^uid  thigh.  I  aimeA  to  swim 
and  did  swim  until  I  got  to  where  the  water  struck  me* around  the  waist  befbc^  I 
stopped.  Then  I  stopped  and  untied  the  cotton  plow-line  from  my  1^.  The  d»y  was 
then  all  <9pen  good  almost.  Then  I  went  on  almost  to  the  bank.  I  had  got  so  wuru  oat 
and  was  cramped  in  one  leg,  4nd  I  had  to  lie  down  in  the  water,  and  theu  I  craw  W 
•out  on  the  bank  through  the  mud  and  water.  I  could  not  walk  to  save  my  life.  Tbiru 
t  laid  down,  and  fiuug  up  water  and  one  thing  and  another,  until  I  got  so  I  could  \ralk. 
I  went  up  again  a  little  ftirther,  and  threw  up  again  on  a  stump,  and  got  so  I  could  do 
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pretty  welL  I  thought  they  might  be  lying  in  the  woods,  and  I  palled  out  ^ome, 
watching  to  get  to  ^&.  Qoodloe's  withont  being  caught ;  and  I  went  through  Mr.  Ha- 
ley's field,  ana  Mr.  Oat's  plantation,  and  Barton's,  aud  by  that  time  I  was  into  Mr. 
GoodWs  land,  the  man  I  lived  with.  When  I  was  coming  to  him,  he  motioned  to  me 
to  come  into  the  garden.  The  way  I  went  to  his  honse  I  came  into  the  garden  first. 
He  motioned  to  me  and  came  to  me  very  peert,  and  he  asked  me  if  I  had  been  after  the 
doctor.  I  told  him,  "No,  sir;  I  couldn't  go  after  no  doctor."  Says  he,  "Why?"  I 
says,  *''  The  Ku-Klux  came  last  night  and  took  me."  He  walked  off  and  came  back,  and 
said,  ^'  Henderson,  don't  you  tell  me  no  crooked  tales ;  yon  know  no  Ku-Klnx  could  have 
taken  you  off  last  night  without  my  knowing  it ;  some  one  would  have  told  me."  Old 
man  Lewis  and  me  did  live  under  one  roof.  I  told  him  they  did  do  it.  He  asked  me 
which  way  they  carried  me ;  which  way  they  went  with  me.  I  told  him  which  way 
tbey  went.  Ho  asked  me  did  they  have  horses.  I  told  him  where  their  horses  were. 
He  asked  me  where  they  came  into  the  river.  I  told  him.  He  went  to  my  little  boy 
and  asked  him.  The  boy  said  that  the  men  came  in  there ;  that  he  never  saw  but  four. 
There  was  but  four  in  the  house,  but  one  stood  out  of  doors,  and  that  made  five.  Then 
he  asked  uncle  Lewis  did  he  see  them.  He  said  he  heard  them  talking  and  knocking 
at  the  door,  but  didn't  know  what  it  meant.  Theu  he  got  on  his  horse  and  took  the 
road  I  told  him  the  men  went  to  find  them ;  to  find  the  track  of  them,  and  see  if  there 
was  any  signs.  He  got  down  to  the  river  where  they  carried  me,  and  Mr.  Goodloe  lost 
his  powder-gourd,  and  he  sent  me  after  it  the  next  day.  I  came  home  then,  and  staid 
there  two  days  after  that  was  done.    Then  I  came  up  here. 

Question,  This,  you  say,  was  the  15th  of  August  last  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnestion,  You  may  describe  the  disguise  of  these  men  that  you  saw  in  your  cabin. 
How  were  they  dressed  f 

Answer,  They  had  on  some  kind  of  black  overcoat  that  came  down  nearly  to  the 
heels,  and  around  the  tail  of  it  a  white  stripe.  The  cape  and  coat  both  had  white- 
stripes  up  and  down  the  front,  and  a  white  stripe  around  the  wrist  of  the  coat.  They 
had  on  hats,  and  veils  under  the  hats,  that  came  down  over  the  faoe  and  down  on  the 
shoulders  behind. 

By  Mr.  Bucbxby: 

Queaiion,  Were  there  any  places  for  their  eyest 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  had  on  veils. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  they  common  hats  f 

Anstcer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  There  were  five  in  all,  you  say,  four  inside  of  the  cabin  and  one  outside  f 

Awncer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  of  these  five  did  yon  know  f 

Answer.  I  didn't  know  any  one  except  by  the  size  in  the  honse.  I  never  saw  any 
onb's  face  in  the  house.  I  didu't  know  any  one  there  except  by  the  size  and  walk. 
That  was  Mr.  William  Malone.  I  kupw  him  by  his  walk.  He  has  a  walk  different 
from  any  man  I  ever  saw,  and  he  is  a  man  as  big  as  you  [Mr.  Pratt]  are.  I  knew  him 
in  the  house. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Q^Ktestion.  Did  you  see  any  of  their  faces  f 

A  nswer.  Not  in  the  house. 

Question.  But  after  you  left  the  house,  did  yon  f 

Answei'.  Yes,  sir.  And  then,  as  I  was  telling  you  about  Mr.  William  Malone  punching 
me,  1  knew  his  voice,  for  he  spoke  in  his  natural  voice  then,  an&  I  was  then  certain. 
After  ho  took  the  drink  I  saw  his  face.  Then  I  was  not  much  scared,  because  I  know 
tbe  principal  part  of  tlie  men,  and  I  saw  Mr.  Duce  Lindsay's  face.  I  rode  \%'^th  him 
with  the  veil  over  his  face  talking  with  him. 

•   By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Yon  are  well  acquainted  with  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  lived  with  Mr.  Malone  last  year,  and  I  traded  at  Mr.  Duce  Lmd- 
say's  store. 

Question.  When  they  told  you  they  wanted  to  put  you  on  the  other  side  of  the  river 
to  keep  you  from  appearing  at  court,  what  did  they  refer  to  f 

Answer.  It  was  to  Keep  mo  from  appearing  at  court  against  Mr.  William  Malone. 

Question.  What  was  William  Malone  aoouSed  off 

Answer.  Of  taking  a  crop  from  me. 

Question.  Had  you  sued  William  Malone  f  * 

Answer.  I  didn't  say  sue  him.  He  had  threatened  me  to  kill  me.  I  was  afraid  to  go 
a uy  where,  and  nobody  would  hire  me,  because  he  wanted  me  to  work  for  him  this  yeaiv 
au«l  I  would  not  do  it.    He  claimed  me  to  live  with  him,  because  I  had  promised.    I 
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thought  if  I  would  promise  to  stay  with  him  this  year,  ho  would  give  me  mj 
crop.  I  found  he  would  not  do  it,  and  I  wouldn't  stay  with  him.  He  told  me  he  would 
have  me  killed,  and  have  the  Ku-Klux  to  do  it.  Ho  said  if  I  didn't  live  with  him,  he 
would  have  me  killed :  I  shouldn't  live  in  this  country. 

Question,  Had  you  threatened  him  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  went  to  Sqnire  Bell  to  have  a  settlement  with  him,  and  afier  he 
would  not  do  it  and  threatened  me,  I  asked  for  a  peace-warrant,  but  instead  of  that 
Sqnire  Bell  issaed  a  warrant  for  us  to  settle,  and  he  took  away  all  of  my  crop  at  the 
last  settlement.  Then  he  issued  a  peace- warrant  for  me,  and  they  came  and  made  a 
settlement  to  Mr.  Malone's  advantage,  and  I  took  an  appeal  to  the  court,  and  he  was 
going  to  kill  me  before  it  came  up  in  the  court. 

Question,  He  told  you  he  would  not  kill  you  himself,  but  have  the  Ka-JSlux  to  do  it  9 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  are  sure  yon  saw  him  there  that  night  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  knew  him  by  his  voice  and  size  ? 

Ansxoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  saw  his  face  also  when  he  was  drinking  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QttesUion,  And  they  were  very  anxious  to  know  who  advised  you  to  appear  at  oomt 
against  this  Malone  ? 

Ansxccr,  Yes,  sir ;  and  Mr.  Holseapple,  who  was  the  captain,  told  me. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Who  was  what  f 

Answer,  Who  was  captain  of  them  Ku-Elux.  He  told  me  at  that^time.  ^  I  knew  that 
they  did  it,  and  whenever  I  get  the  right  facts  of  it,  God  damn  them^  lil  kOl  them;  I 
knew  that  Whit  Dean  told  you  and  Calvin  Goodloe  told  you  to  do  this  thinj^,  for  by 
Qod  you  haven't  got  sense  enough  to  do  it.  I  knew  they  did,  and  whenever  I  get  the 
right  track  of  it,  rU  kill  them,  Giod  damn  them." 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question.  And  they  finally  made  you  confess  that  he  did  tell  you  to  do  it  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  But  that  was  not  true  f 

Answer,  It  was  not.  I  knew  this  thin^,  for  when  I  staid  at  Knoxville  and  NashTiBe 
I  was  in  the  court-house  almost  all  the  time  that  I  staid  there;,  and  I  knew  that  if  then 
was  any  effect  of  law,  I  could  get  justice  and  so  I  went  for  It. 

Question,  Now  you  may  give  the  names  of  those  white  men  whom  yoa  saw  that  nigbt 
as  far  as  you  knew  tUem.  Who  was  the  captain  T 

Anstoer,  Mr.  Hol8ea|iple. 

Question,  What  is  his  first  name  f 

Answer,  James  Holseapple. 

Question,  Did  he  appear  to  be  the  captain  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir :  he  was  called  captain,  and  §ave  orders. 

Question,  Who  else  f 

Answer.  Mr.  William  Malone ;  Mr.  Dnce  Lindsay.  Those  are  the  only  men  I  knew  to 
make  myself  satisfied. 

Question,  Only  those  three  you  knew  posi^tively  f 

Answer,  That's  all. 

Question.  Did  you  see  their  faces!  . 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  their  faces  and  knew  them,  and  called  them ;  wheu  I  eaow 
back,  the  first  man  I  saw  was  Mr.  Goodloe,  and  I  told  him  the  men  and  the  borM«; 
and  the  horse  I  swore  to,  Duce's  brother  Bob  came  up  here  and  swore  he  had  faired  it 
the  same  night,  and  that  he  was  with  Captain  Holseapple  watching  a  Boill  that  night 

Question,  How  far  from  your  cabin  were  the  horses  hitched  t 

Aneswer,  About  two  miles,  if  not  £^her.    I  will  be  qualified  it  was  two  milea. 

Question,  Were  the  horses  disguised  f 

Anstoer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  How  far  was  it  from  where  the  horses  were  hitched  to  the  river  t 

Ansicer,  About  three  miles  and  a  half. 

Question,  What  river  do  you  speak  off 

Answer,  The  Tennessee  River.  It  was  about  two  miles  to  the  river,  but  to  wbae 
they  carried  me  was  about  three  miles  and  a  hal£ 

Question.  How  far  was  that  from  yonr  cabin  f 

Answer,  About  two  miles ;  it  was  called  over  that. 

Qttcstion.  They  took  yon  a  roundabout  way  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  f  they  took  me  due  south,  and  the  river  was  due  north,  and  fbej 
took  me  due  west  about  two  miles  and  due  north  about  one-half  a  mile,  WBtd  doe  '^ 
three  miles,  and  then  I  had  to  turn  north  about  half  a  mile. 
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QuuHon,  You  say  your  bands  were  tied  behind  you  f 

AMswer,  Yes,  eir. 

Question*  Witharo|{^f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  with  a  plow-line. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Were  there  any  marks  of  the  rope  on  your  hands  or  wrists  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  showed  them  to  Mr.  Goooioe  the  next  morning.    There  were 

knots  on  both  my  wrists  as  big  as  my  finger^  and  after  they  got  well  there  sta^d  a  black 

mark  on  my  arm  for  weeks. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  say  there  were  fiye  men  and  four  horses  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  the  fifth  man  travel  f 

Answer.  He  rode  behind  about  half  way  to  the  river,  and  then  he  walked ;  hut  bo- 
fore  we  got  to  the  river  all  walked. 

Question.  You  rode  behind  Malone  f 

Amwer,  No,  sir ;  behind  Dace  Lindsay. 

Question,  Were  your  legs  tied  when  you  wore  riding  the  horse  t 

Anst9er.  No,  sir;  only  one  leg.  My  hands  were  tie<^  and  the  rope  came  around  and 
tied  one  leg. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  they  were  taking  you  across  the  river  for  f 

Answer.  To  keep  me  from  appearing  in  court  against  Mr.  Malone. 

Question.  Was  court  theu  near  at  hand  f 

Ansicer.  I  don^t  know  exactly  at  what  time  court  was,  but  it  was  some  time  in  this 
last  month  past. 

Question,  Could  you  tell  which  one  it  was  that  pushed  and  held  you  down  with  that 
oar? 

Antiwer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  were  you  across  the  river  at  the  time  they  threw  you  out  of  the 
skiff  f 

Anawer.  I  didn't  expose  I  was  quite  half- way.  I  thought  I  was  half-way,  but  I  dou*t 
expose  it  was.  After  I  went  back  next  day  and  saw  the  river  I  didn't  think  I  could 
have  been  half  way. 

Question.  How  wide  is  the  river  at  that  place  f 

Answer.  About  1,800  yards  fVom  one  edge  to  the  other. 

Questi4m.  How  deep  was  the  water  at  the  place  where  you  were  thrown  out  of  tlie 
skiff? 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  I  eaut  say ;  bat  I  'knew  this,  it  was  a  great  deal  deeper  than 
I  was  high. 

Question.  It  was  over  your  headf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  great  deal. 

Question.  You  say  they  refused  to  untie  your  hands  to  give  you  a  chanoef  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

By  Mr.  Buckley  :. 

Question,, Were  your  feet  tied  when  you  were  thrown  into  the  water? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  tied  both  together  after  they  got  to  the  river. 

By  the  Chaiuman  : 

Question.  Before  they  put  you  in  the  skiff? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  didn't  tie  them  plumb  up  together;  I  could  work  them  a 
little  iu  this  way,  [illustrating.]  One  leg  was  alreaay  tied.  The  rope  was  a  long  plow- 
line,  and  one  man  walked  behind  and  held  it  like  driving  an  ox  or  anything  of  the 
kind,  and  when  we  got  down  there  he  tied  both  legs. 

Question.  Had  you  had  auy  trouble  with  any  of  these  men  except  Malone  ? 

Anstoer.  None,  only  when  I  had  them  bound— when  I  had  Mr.  Malone  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Newsome  under  a  thousand-dollar  bond,  because  they  had  made  threats.  At  the 
time  Mr.  Duco  Lindsay  and  Bob  Lindsay  and  William  Nowsome  and  William  Malone 
were  going  to  whip  me  one  day  at  Cherokee,  and  Mr.  Duce  Lindsay  said,  "  You  can't 
whip  that  nigger ;  he's  not  going  to  let  you  whip  him ;"  and  he  says,  "  I'll  hot  you  a 
thousand  dollars  I'll  go  in  there  and  hold  a  pistol  over  him,  and  you  may  whip  him  as 
maoh  as  yon  please."  He  says,  '^  If  it  is  a  thousand  dollars,  put  iu  all  you  will  toward 
it^  because  I'll  do  it."  Then  I  said,  '*  Mr.  Dean,  don't  let  them  do  it ;  I  want  to  go  home 
with  the  express."    I  had  come  for  express. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QnesUon.  Is  Mr.  Dean  a  merchant? 

Auswa\  Yes,  sir.  I  had  to  get  some  express,  and  the  train  was  ten  or  twelve  miu- 
ulea  late,  and  I  was  waiting,  and  I  said,  **  Mr.  Dean,  uon't  let  them  abuse  mc.    If  they 
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go  to  abuse  mo  I  might  raa  ofif  and  leave  the  express- waffon.''  He  say^  ^They  shan't 
whip  you :  you  wero  sent  for  express."  When  they  found  he  was  trying  to  protect  mc 
they  didn't  say  anything  more  to  me.  When  I  drove  across  to  the  depot  Mr.  William 
Mulone  was  sitting  there.  I  was  waiting  for  the  train.  He  rode  across  to  where  I  was 
'  and  said  was  I  done  with  that  suit.  I  said,  ^'1  am  not  doing  nothing  aboat  it  uow.^ 
He  says.  ^*  You  went  to  Mr.  Rather  Mayer  and  Bums  Mayer/'  which  they  had  taken  the 
case  in  hand.  I  had  taken  an  appeal  to  get  my  crop. 
Question.  Wore  they  lawyers  f 

Answer.'YeBj  sir;  they  were  up  here  to  defend  Mr.  Malone  and  them  Kn-KIux.  I 
went  for  them,  but  after  they  got  here  I  suppose  they  gave  them  $500,  and  they  took 
their  case  in  hand.  He  says  to  me,  "  YouVo  a  lawyer ;  Tve  heard  you  gire  that  case 
in  hand  to  Rather  Mayer  and  Boms  Mayer  to  attend  to,  and  I'm  going  to  kill  yon." 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Quotum.  Who  said  this  to  you  f 

Answer,  Billy  Malone.  Says  he,  "  I'm  going  to  kill  yon.  If  it  was  not  for  theee  two 
'  women  sitting  there,  I  come  to  do  it  now."  There  was  two  women  there.  ♦*  Bat  Fll 
meet  you  at  another  time.  Fll  meet  yon  in  some  of  these  roads,  and  m  kill  yon,  nig- 
ger. You've  got  to  drop  that  suit  or  I'll  drop  your  life."  1  went  np  afterwards  and 
bad  them  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace.  He  went  to  Mr.  Burns  Mayer  and  Rather 
Mayer  and  submitted  the  case  to  tnem  and  offered  a  five-hundred-dollar  bond ;  and 
when  he  was  there  I  stepped  into  Burns  Mayer's  office,  and  he  was  in  there  offering  his 
five-hundred-dollar  bona,  and  he  went  down  and  plead  guilty  and  offered  his  bond,  and 
they  asked  mo  if  it  was  satisfactory,  and  I  told  them  it  was  not,  and  they  pnt  him 
under  a  thousand-dollar  bond.    That  was  all  that  passed. 

Question.  How  many  did  you  have  bound  over  to  court — Billy  Bfalone  and  who  T 

Answer.  Billy  Newsome. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Before  whom  or  by  whom  were  they  bound  over — what  sqoire  t 
Answer,  Green,  I  believe  his  name  is,  of  Tnsoumbia. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QiiestioH.  How  long  was  this  before  the  15th  of  August,  when  yon  were  Kn-KInxed  f 

Ansicer,  It  was  the  15th  of  August  when  I  was  Ku-Kluxed. 

Question,  How  long  was  it  before  the  15th  of  August  that  you  had  Newsome  and 
Malone  bound  over  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  was  abont  a  month  and  a  half,  I  reckon. 

Question.  Hatl  you  ever  had  any  trouble  with  Duce  Liu<l8Jiy  T* 

Afistcer.  None,  only  they  wanted  to  help  Malone  to  whip  me. 

Question.  Did  you  know  iJudsay  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  You  see  I  trade  with  them,  and  he  and  Mr.  Malone  had  taken  all 
mv  crop,  and  I  could  not  see  what  it  was  for.  After  I  had  traded  with  bim  tJioy  had 
token  my  crop  and  threatened  me.  That  evening  I  was  settled  with  to  make  me  say 
*  I  was  satisfied;  and  Mr.  Bob  Lindsay  came  up  ayd  swore  I  said  I  was  satislied;  anii 
he  drove  his  wagon  np  there,  and  they  took  my  crop  and  hauled  it  away.  I  didn't  hkc 
that,  and  therefore  they  were  going  to  whip  me  at  Cherokee  the  first  time  they  met  zn^ 
there. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  stay  in  that  neighborhood  after  yon  were  thrown  into 
the  river  f  , 

Answer.  Two  days. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  been  back  there  since  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Have  any  of  these  men  ever  been  taken  up  for  Ku-Klnxing  you  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  have  been  taken  up  and  have  been  up  here  and  tried. 

Question,  Before  the  United  States  commissioner  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  Captain  Day. 

Question.  Are  they  bound  over  to  court  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  relieved  two  of  them  in  here  that  day  and  that  night ;  some  tinw 
in  the  night  he  relieved  tho  other  one ;  he  told  me  the  next  morning  he  had. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

• 

Question,  Who  were  those  who  were  tried  before  Captain  Day  and  acquitted  f 
Answer.  Mr.  Holseapple,  Mr.  William  Malone,  and  Duce  Lindsay  were  the  three  men 
who  were  tried  hero;  ;ind  they  hadn't  acqnitted  Mr.  Holseapple  that  evening;  thtv 
had  acquitted  two,  and  in  the  night,  some  time  that  night,  they  acquitted  him. 

By  the  Ch.urman  : 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  witness  against  them  except  you  f 
Ansica-.  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Calvin  Goodloe  and  my  boy  Mock,  now  going  on  thirteen  yean 
old.    1  had  several  witnesses  subpcenaed,  but  they  didn't  but  two  (3"  them  come  np. 
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QuettiM,  It  WAS  tried  here  in  HontsvilLe  f 

Answer,  Tea,  air ;  right  here. 

Qu/atk^n,  When  was  it  f 

Anmom;  I  don't  know  exactly. 

Quesium,  How  long  after  you  were  thrown  into  the  river  f 

Answer.  Five  or  six  days. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  whether  Mr.  GK)odloe  went  after  you  were  Ku-Khixed  to  the 
pkkces  you  described,  where  yon  had  been  on  the  road,  ana  where  you  crawled  our  of 
the  river  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  he  went  down  there  with  his  shot-gun,  hunting  something  on  the 
way,  and  he  loaded  his  gun  right  by  a  tree  and  left  his  powder-gourd  there,  and  he 
sent  me  for  it  afterward,  and  therefore  I  know  ho  went. 

Question.  Were  these  men  who  Ku-Eluxed  you  all  white  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  think,  though,  when  it  comes  to  be  testified,  that  a  black  man 
brought  them  to  my  house  and  showed  them  how  to  set  into  it.  I  have  learned  that 
since  coort  was  over,  and  it  can  be  i^etty  well  proveo. 

Qu^Hon.  Some  enemy  of  yours  f 

Answer.  I  didn't  think  he  was;  me  and  him  was  just  the  same  as  two  brothers  when 
he  staid  down  t^ere.  I  don't  know  whether  they  forced  him  to  do  it  or  how  it  was 
done. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  How  far  was  it  from  the  river  back  to  Mr.  Ooodloe's  house,  the  way  you 
went,  across  the  fields  and  plantations  f 
Answer.  About  two  miles  and  a  half  or  three-quarters. 
Question.  You  got  back  about  what  time  in  the  morning  ? 
Answer.  About  half  an  hour  by  sun.    The  sun  was  not  half  an  hour  high. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Are  you  sure  that  some  one  in  the  skiff  attempted  to  keep  you  down  with 
a  paddle  after  you  were  thrown  into  the  river  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Henderson,  what  became  of  the  other  two  men  after  you  got  to  the  river  ? 

Answer.  They  staid  where  their  horses  were.  The  horses  were  up  on  the  bank,  and 
the  other  two  men  staid  there  with  the  horses. 

Question.  Malone,  Lindsay,  and  another  man  got  in  with  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  Malone  and  a  man,  I  don't  know  who,  staid  there  with  the  horses, 
and  Mr.  Lindsay  and  Mr.  Holseapple  went  !n  with  me,  and  another  man  I  didn't  know. 

Questio^i.  Holseapple,  Lindsay,  and  a  man  you  did  not  know  went  out  in  the  boat 
into  the  river  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  get  out  on  the  same  side  of  the  river  on  which  you  went  in  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  about  thirty  or  foity  yards  above  where  I  went  in.  They  carried 
me  up  the  river  a  good  piece,  right  beside  the  river  bank;  before  they  struck  oat  across. 

Question.  They  took  you,  as  you  first  thought,  about  half  way,  now  you  think  not 
quite  half  way  i 

Anstcer.  I  don't  think  it  could  have  been  half  way,  because  I  have  swum  the  river 
there  too  often.  I  lived  a  quarter  of  a  mile  up  the  river  from  there  the  year  before  that. 
I  had  often  swum  it  before,  and  the  way  I  swum  and  was  worried  and  almost  broke 
down,  it  couldn't  have  been  half  way. 

Question.  When  you  came  to  the  top  of  the  water  had  the  men  got  back  to  the 
shore  f 

Answer.  When  I  came  to  the  top  of  the  water,  the  first  sight  I  can't  tell  you,  becaujse 
I  was  near  strangled  to  get  my  breath,  and  couldn't  look,'and  I  didn't  stay  at  the  top  of 
the  water  but  a  little  time  and  went  to  the  bottom  that  lime,  and  when  I  rose  again 
I  was  loose  in  both  hands  and  in  the  act  of  swimming,  and  I  looked  then  particularly, 
and  they  were  at  the  bank,  landing,  and  I  wanted  to  co  to  the  bank,  and  looked  and 
was  afeared  to  make  a  show  or  they  would  see  me  ana  shoot  me.  I  just  staid  on  the 
top  and  swum  lightly.  I  didn't  know  but  they  would  look,  because  I  could  see  any- 
thing on  the  water  up  or  down.  The  light  was  good.  I  just  staid  under  the  shade  of 
a  tree,  and  the  water  would  wash  mo  out  a  little,  and  I  kept  as  easy  as  I  could  so  they 
could  not  see  mo.  They  were  going  away  from  the  bank  in  a  trot,  like  as  if  they  were  in 
a  hurry  to  get  away,  and  I  found  they  were  not  noticing  mo  and  I  put  for  the  bank,  and 
before  I  could  get  there  I  took  a  cramp,  I  don't  know  whether  I  made  any  fuss  or  not, 
but  nobody  paid  any  attention.  I  had  to  get  down  in  the  water,  and  came  down  on 
one  leg  and  crawled.  I  couldn't  get  along  any  way  but  to  crawl.  The  cramp  was  in 
one  leg. 

Question.  Did  the  shade  of  the  trees  reach  over  to  where  you  were  in  the  water? 
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Answer,  Not  when  they  flung  me  oat,  but  I  swam  to  the  riiade.  They  vrere  very  tall 
trees,  and  the  moonlieht  was  so  it  flung  the  shade  out  into  the  river,  and  that  wag 
whore  I  got  to  when  I  saw  the  shade  of  the  trees. 

Question,  When  you  were  flung  out,  if  you  had  been  in  the  middle  you  would  have 
^een  900  yards  from  the  shore? 

Answer,  I  reckon  I  would.    I  know  it  was  1,800  yards  from  bank  to  bank. 

Question,  Then  the  middle,  of  course,,  was  900  yards  from  either  bankf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  William  Malone  a  farmer  ? 

Ansteer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Had  yon  lived  with  him  all  last  year  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quf»tion.  Who  had  you  lived  with  before  that  year  T 

Answer,  Mr.  Campbell. 

Question,  What  is  his  flrst  name  f 

Answer,  Dick.    He  is  right  on  the  river,  where  I  told  you  I  lived  on  the  river. 

Question,  Was  he  a  witness  in  this  trial  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  for  Mr.  Malone. 

Question,  Did  he  swear  on  that  trial  that  yon  were  a  very  bad  negro? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Who  had  you  lived  with  before  that  ? 

Answer,  I  lived  with  Mr.  Sleighton,  on  the  railroad,  right  at  Cherokee,  and  staid 
principally  at  Mr.  Whit  Dean's. 

Question,  How  long  had  you  known  Mr.  A.  Horton  f 

Anmcer,  About  four  months. 

Question,  Was  he  too  a  witness  f 

Ansu>er,  Yes,  sir,  for  Mr.  Malone. 

Question,  Mr.  Aleck  Malone ;  how  long  have  you  known  him  T 

Answer,  I  never  knowed  him. 

Question,  Mr.  Rutherford. 

Answer,  1  never  knowed  him. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Marion  Matthews  T 

Answer,  I  lived  by  him  this  year  up  to  August. 

Question,  Robert  Lindsay,  how  long  have  you  known  him  f 

Answer,  About  two  years. 

Question,  Neill  Gannon,  how  long  have  yon  known  himf 

Answer,  Never  knew  him  until  I  saw  him  in  court. 

Question,  James  Carter,  colored;  how  long  have  yon  known  hijn  f 

Answer,  About  fourteen  months. 

Questioti.  William  Matthews,  colored ;  how  long  have  you  known  him  ? 

Answer,  About  two  months. 

Question,  Did  not  these  seven  white  men  I  have  named  and  the  two  colored  men  all 
swear  before  United  States  Commissioner  Day  that  you  were  a  very  bad  man  and 
unworthy  of  belief  on  oath  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question,  Did  you  bring  anybody  to  prove  that  you  were  a  man  worthy  of  belief  on 
oath,  except  Mr.  Goodloe  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  why  f  Because  I  didn't  come  with  that  intention.  I  came  with 
the  intention  of  what  was  before  me,  and  I  can  prove  that  one  of  the  main  witnesses 
you  had  on  your  account  just  now,  right  here  in  town  now,  will  do  away  with  his  own 
testimony.  That  is  Matthews,  which  gave  the  greatest  testimony  against  me  in  court. 
He  does  away  with  it.    He  is  right  here  in  town  now. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Give  his  full  name  T 

Ansicei;  William  Matthews,  a  colored  man. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Did  not  those  men  you  arrested,  Malone,  Lindsay,  and  Holseapple,  prove 
before  the  conimissioiier  that  they  were  somewhere  else  that  night  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  all  of  them  proved  that  they  were  somewhere  else. 

Question,  And  the  United  States  commissioner  believed  that  and  discharged  them  ? 

Answer,  He  believed  them  and  discharged  all  but  Holseapple,  and  some  time  in  the 
night  he  discharged  Mr.  Holseapplo;  but  I  swore  to  the  men  I  knowed  and  the  horses 
I  knowed,  and  the  man  Mr.  Holseapple  proved  the  alibi  by,  I  had  sworn  before  that 
that  horse  was  in  the  band,  and  still  he  swore  he  was  with  Mr.  Holseapple  and  he  had 
that  horse. 

Question,  In  other  words  that  man  contradicted  you  f 
Answer,  O,  yes,  sir,  in  other  words  he  did. 
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Question*  What  magistrate  was  it  who  made  the  settlement  between  yon  and  Mr. 
Midone  f 

Answer,  Bell. 

Question.  What  is  his  first  name  f 

Answer,  William  Bell,  I  believe. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  f 

AnstMT.  Cherokee,  Alabama. 

Question.  Was  he  the  man  you  yourself  selected  to  make  the  settlement  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuesUon,  Who  selected  him  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Maloue  aod  him,  I  suppose,  had  made  that  up.  When  I  first  went  to 
him  I  went  to  him  to  make  a  settlement,  but  he  would  not  do  it  for  two  or  three  weeks ; 
and  afterwards  I  went  to  him  for  a  peace-warrant,  and  instead  of  that  he  sent  a 
written  notice  for  a  settlement,  and  I  knew  I  had  to  go,  but  the  written  notice  was  no 
account  for  that  settlement. 

Question.  You  had  first  applied  fi>r  him  to  make  a  settledent  for  you  and  Malone,  and 
he  had  refused  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  But  three  weeks  before  that  I  asked  Mr.  Gk>odloe  to  ask  him,  and 
Mr.Goodloe  had  asked  him,  and  Mr.  Malone  made  threats,  audi  asked  him  for  a  }>eace- 
warrant,  and  instead  of  it  ho  sent  a  notice  for  a  settlement,  and  I  came  and  asked  him 
what  he  gave  it  for.  He  said  *'•  I  know  better  what  you  want  than  you  do  yourself; 
you  j^o  aud  do  as  I  tell  yon." 

Question.  Then  Mr.  Bell  did  make  the  settlement  with  Mr.  Maloae  and  you  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  that  settlement  they  brought  you  in  debt  f 

Aytswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  After  taking  what  crop  yon  hadt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  dissatisfied  with  that  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  crop  did  yon  have? 

Answer.  I  made  crops  on  the  halves.  I  made  three  bales  of  ootton  and  twelve  loads 
of  corn,  and  eight  of  them  loads  of  com  were  with  a  forty-bushel  wagon — a  wagon 
that  held  forty  bushels.  Then  there  were  four  other  loads  with  a  tWo-horse  wagon, 
that  held  fifteen  bushels. 

Question.  How  many  loads  of  com  were  there  7 

Ansicer.  Twelve  in  all. 

Question.  In  what  «way  did  they  bring  you  in  debt  f  What  did  they  say  you  had 
got  when  Mr.  Bell  made  that  settlement  Tor  yon  ? 

Ansicer.  It  was  an  account  Mr.  Malone  brought  up  for  meat  I  knew  nothing  about. 
In  the  first  place,  that  year  I  made  a  contract  with  him  for  meat.  He  said  he  would 
not  make  a  contract  with  me  for  meat,  and  I  must  look  out  and  get  the  best  I  could. 
What  meat  he  did  let  me  have  he  brought  some  three  or  four  accounts  I  didn't  kuow 
about ;  and  the  woman  I  had  hired,  which  is  my  wife  now,  he  was  to  pay  her  out  of 
the  crop,  but  I  was  to  see  that  she  did  good  work,  and  he  was  to  pay  her  out  of  the 
orop  $&).  1  brought  her  down,  and  he  contested.  He  will  say  to-day  she  is  as  good  a 
hand  as  ever  worked  on  a  farm.  He  didn't  give  me  anything,  but  went  to  Cherokee, 
to  Dnce  Liudsay,  that  I  was  trading  with,  and  said  to  him  to  not  let  me  have  any- 
thing ;  that  he  didn't  believe  the  crop  would  turn  out  right.  I  hadn't  bought  only  a 
skillet  and  a  few  little  things  of  house  furniture,  (uid  some  meat,  Only  $30  or  $40  worth. 
Still,  I  staid  at  Mr.  Malone's  house  and  waited  onhim,  and  drove  his  spring-wagon,  and 
attended  to  his  horses  and  hogs.  I  was  the  only  black  man  there.  I  had  to  make  my 
crop,  aud  I  tended  for  him  the  whole  year  round.  Then  he  brought  out  a  suit  of 
clothes  he  had  had  two  years.  He  said  he  courted  in  them.  He  asked  me  to  bny 
them.  I  said  I  had  no  money.  He  said,  *'You  take  them^  I  want  you  to  look  nice. 
YoiLdrive  the  carriage  for  me ;  I  don't  want  you  to  look  dirty  around  me.  You  take 
them.  You'll  be  satisfied  with  the  price."  When  settlement  day  came  he  charged  me 
$40  for  the  coat  and  pants  and  vest,  after  he  had  worn  them  two  years,  and  been 
married  in  them.  I  dirln't  agree  to  it ;  and  he  had  some  four  or  five  charges  of  meat 
that  he  couldn't  give  no  account  of,  and  he  said  the  women  got  them.  19he  women 
didn't  give  no  account  ^f  the  meat,  aud  I  wasn't  willing  to  pay  for  it.  That's  the  way 
my  crop  went,  and  I  was  not  satisfied. 

Question.  How  many  acres  of  land  did  you  work  t 

Anmcer.  Thirteen  of  com,  and  about  fifteen  of  cotton ;  but  six  of  the  cotton  was  not 
good  land,  and  didn't  bring  much. 

By  Blr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  You  made  three  bagst 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QttestUm.  Three  bales  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir;  bales  or  bags. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesHan,  How  many  acres  of  cotton  f 
Answer.  It  was  called  fifteen  acres» 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Did  Mr.  Bell,  in  that  settlement  with  Mr.  Malone,  agree  to  it  as  a  correct 
settlement  f 

Anstcer,  I  did  not  ask  him  what  he  agreed  to.  I  told  him  I  was  not  satisfied,  and  I 
asked  could  not  I  take  an  appeaL  He  said  I  could.  I  asked  what  was  the  security— 
the  bond.  He  said  flOO.  I  told  him  it  was  too  heavy ;  I  would  see  aboat  it.  He  told 
mo  that  any  time  between  then  and  fall  I  could  bring  it  in  with  witnesses. 

Question,  Ton  had  then  puf  it  into  the  hands  of  lawyers  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Had  you  brought  suit  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  Mr.  Moore  had  wrote  down  to  him  for  the  papers  three  or  four  times 
in  the  two  months,  or  two  and  a  half,  and  Mr.  Bell  had  never  sent  them  up  to  Mr. 
Moore,  that  I  had  put  the  business  in  the  hands  of.  I  went  to  him  and  asked  bum  how 
it  was,  and  he  said  Mr.  Bell  had  sent  him  word  he  wouldn't  send  them  ;  that  he  had 
made  such  an  ugly  settlement,  such  a  ragged  settlement,  that  ho  couldn't  send  them 
up,  and  he  wouldn't  send  them. 

Question.  So  you  think  Mr.  BeU  was  trying  to  cheat  yen  toe  f 

Answer,  1  don't  think  I  had  instice. 

Question,  What  do  you  think  of  Mr.  Bell's  conduct? 
'   Answer,  I  don't  know  anything  about  Mr.  Boll,  but  I  say  I  didn't  have  justice,  in  this 
way :    I  knew  that  things  I  was  charged  with  I  didn't  get,  and  it  beat  me  dead,  and  I 
was  not  satisfied  with  it. 

Question,  In  the  mean  time  you  had  bound  over  Malone  and  Bome)>ody  else — ^Lindsay  f 

Answer,  Newsome.    That  was  after  that. 

Question.  You  bound  them  over  to  keep  the  peace  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wliat  connection  had  Newsome  with  it  f 

Anstcer,  I  suppose  like  many  other  men ;  Malone  is  a  white  man,  and,  to  tell  yon 
the  truth,  Malone  and' Newsome  both  know  I  would  not  let  Malone  whip  me,  and  he 
took  halves  with  him  because  he  was  a  white  man,  I  reckon.      • 

Question,  You  had  no  suit  pending  in  court  at  the  time  you  were  Ku-Kluxed  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  for  my  crop. 

Question,  I  ask  you  had  Mr.  Moore  brought  suit  for  your  crop  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  hadn't  brought  it  then.  He  couldn't  get  the  papers  from  Mr. 
Bell. 

Question,  Then  you  had  no  suit  pending  when  you  were  Ku-Klnxed  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  but  Mr.  Moore  was  w^anting  the  papers,  and  sent  to  Mr.  BeU  for  the 
papers  to  get  it  straight  against  we  commenced. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  1  understand  you  to  say  that  you  had  one  trial  before  Squire  Bell,  aad  did 
not  fix  up  the  papers  for  the  appeal  f 
Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  thaf  s  the  way  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Qnestion.  Up  to  the  time  when  you  were  Ku-Klnxed,  the  papers  had  not  been  fixed 
up,  and  there  was  no  appeal  pending  at  that  time  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir.  • 

Question,  What  did  you  understand  them  to  mean  by  your  not  appearing  in  court ! 

Anstcer,  Because  I  contended  for  my  papers.  They  knew  if  there  was  any  justice  I 
was  bound  to  have  the  papers,  and  I  would  go  on  and  get  my  rights. 

Questiom  Had  you  applied  to  Mr.  Bell  yourself  for  the  papers  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ♦ 

Questioiu  After  you  spoke  to  Mr.  Moore  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  excuse  did  he  make  for  not  giving  them  to  you  t 

Answer,  Ue  said  he  had  no  time  to  fool  with  no  papers.  He  said  Mr.  Moore  had 
written  to  him  a  time  or  two  for  papers,  and  it  was  best  for  me  to  go  on  and  let  them 
papers  alone— that  he  knew  what  was  best  for  me— and  for- me  to  drop  it  at  that. 

Question,  You  said  something  about  learning  a  good  deal  of  law  by  being  about  the 
court-liouse  at  Knoxville  and  Nashville ;  what  were  yoa  doing  there  T 

Answa;  1  was  staying  there. 
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Question,  How  long  a^  f 

Answer.  I  went  there  in  1866,  at  Nashville. 

QtiestUm.  What  were  you  doing  there  f 

Answer .  I  was  living  there,  jast  as  I  am  doing  here. 

Question.  Were  you  working  there  f 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  what  business  f 

Answer.  Part  of  the  time  I  was  driving  a  dray  for  a  colored  man  there.  The  other 
part  of  the  time  I  got  in  with  a  fellow  there,  that  was  staying  around  in  there  sweep- 
ing and  sprinkling,  cleaning  off  yards,  awhile ;  and  then  I  took  a  trip  to  Nashville,  and 
staid  there. 

Quesiion.  How  long  f 

Answer.  I  staid  at  Nashville  a  little  over  twelve  months. 

Quiestion.  What  were  you  doing  at  Nashville  f 

Anstcer.  I  staid  at  Dr.  Brigg^'s  store  and  o^ce.    Dr.  Briggskept  both  store  and  office. 

Quesiion.  Was  he  around  the  oonrt-honse  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion.  Was  he  a  lawyer  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  but  I  think  he  was  trying  to  sort  of  half-way  study  it,  Arom  the 
action  he  would  make  when  a  case  was  on  hand.  More  than  that,  I  learned  not  so 
much  from  him.  but  where  he  staid  one  of  the  best  lawyers  staid,  and  almost  every 
morning  when  he  went  to  court  ho  would  carry  me  with  him. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  f 

Answer.  Fields. 

Quesiion.  Is  he  a  lawyer  there  iiowt 

Answer.  Yes^sir. 

Question.  Do  ^ou  know  his  first  name  f 

An9wer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  white  man  did  yon  live  with  in  Knoxville  f 

Answer.  I  didn't  live  with  no  white  man ;  lUved  with  a  black  man.  The  bl£k;k  man 
had  rented  a  lot  an<|  I  staid  with  him  and  drove  a  dray.  I  forget  the  man  ho  got  the 
lot  of. 

Question.  Did  you  work  for  any  white  man  at  all  in  Knoxville  f 

Answer.  Not  regularly ;  I  would  do  a  day,  or  two,  or  three  days'  job  for  a  man— first 
one  and  then  another. 

Quesiion.  What  white  man  did  you  work  for  mostly  f  , 

Answer.  I  didn't  work  much  for  any  white  man ;  I  don't  remember  who  all  I  worked 
for ;  a  man  would  want  a  lot  of  wood  cut  or  his  yard  cleaned. 

Quesiion.  After  you  came  back  from  Nashvillo  where  did  you  go  to  f 

Answer.  I  went  down  here  in  about  a  mile  of  Pride's  Station  to  cut  cord- wood. 

Quesiion.  In  what  county  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  in  what  county  it  is  now  ;  it  used  to  be  Franklin  County ',  1 
don't  know  whether  it  is  Colbert  now  or  Franklin. 

Quesiion.  Who  did  you  work  for  ? 

Answer.  Jim  Pride  and  a  man  named  Davis,  cutting  cord- wood. 

Quesiion.  How  long  did  you  work  there  t 

Answer,  I  don't  know  ;  about  five  mouths.  ' 

Question.  Aftor  that  where  did  you  go  ? 

Answer.  I  then  went  right  to  Pride's  Station,  working  for  Hy  Gyer. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  his  full  name  ? 
Answa'.  That's  all  I  ever  heard  him  called,  Hy  Gyer. 

By  Mr.  Beck  :  • 

Quesiion.  Fi*om  there  where  did  you  go  f 

Ansna-.  From  there  I  went  to  James  Tanner's  father ;  he  hired  me,  but  he  did  not 
liave  anything  to  do.  # 

Question.  W  hat  was  the  old  gcutleman's  first  name  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

QucMion.  Was  that  in  the  same  county  f 

Aiidwn:  Yes,  bir;  it  was  close  to  Oaboro.  Anyhow,  this  same  old  man  Horton — I 
didn't  stay  with  James  Tanner  but  a  little  while  until  I  wont  with  him. 

Question.  That  is  the  man  you  say  who  gave  you  a  bad  character  f 

Ansictr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  After  you  left  James  Horton's  whete  did  you  go  ? 

Answe)'.  I  struck  in  the  blacksmith  shop  at  Osboro  for  a  inau  named  John  Harrison. 
X  was  iu  about  a  mile  of  his  house. 

Question.  Then  where  did  you  go  after  that  f 

Answei'.  Then  the  Ku-Klux  got  so  bad  they  came  there  ono  night  at  the  old  man's. 
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and  pulled  my  ears,  and  got  aft«T  me  about  a  girl  there  named  Emma,  tliat  one  of  the 
Ku-Klax  owned;  so  said,  and  mo  and  her  was  about  to  macry,  and  they  sot  after  me  to 
keep  me  from  marrying  her,  and  I  came  to  luka  on  the  raUroad,  and  I  worked  there 
for  Mr.  Sleigbton,  that  I  told  you  about  awhile  ago. 

Question,  Where  did  you  go  from  there  f 

Jti«u?fr.  M.  A.  Campbell's. 

Que»t\f»k  Another  witness  against  yon  f 

AiMyser,  Yes,  sir. 

QiKAtMm.  How  long  did  you  work  for  him  f 

Answer,  About  seven  months.  I  work^  for  him  seven  months,  but  I  didn't  hire  for 
him  more  than  a  month  and  a  half.  I  dug  wells ;  I  dug  him  a  couple  of  weDs  while  I 
was  there. 

Quetttion.  He  was  one  who  swore  to  your  bad  character  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  von  go  after  you  left  him  f 

Answer,  To  William  Molone's,  the  man  that  Ku-Klnxedmo. 

Question,  And  then  to  Mr.  Goodloe's  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  does  Mr.  Malone  live ;  what  is  his  poe^ffioe  t 

Answer,  Cherokee,  Colbert  County. 

Qnestion.  l»  Mr.  Dnoe  Lindsay's  post-office  there,  too  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesfion.  And  James  Holseapple's  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  any  of  those  three  men  on  trial  sworn  before  the  oommifflaoner  the 
other  day  f 

Answer,  Any  of  them  sworn  f  no,  sir. 

Question,  Did  Captain  Day  have  the  testimony  all  written  down  f 

Answa',  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  he  did. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Henderson,  yon  may  give  the  names  of  those  witnesses  who  testified  that 
yon  were  a  bad  negro  and  unworthy  of  credit,  whom  you  never  knew  before. 

Answer.  I  don't  know  the  names  myselfl  If  you  will  call  the  names  of  those  at 
luka- 

By  Mr.  Beck  :  . 

Qneaiian.  Malone,  Matthews,  Robert  Lindsay,  NeiH  Gannon 

Answer.  That's  one  I  didn't  know. 

Question.  Mr.  Rutherford  f 

Answer,  That's  another  I  didn't  know. 

Question,  Aleck  Malono  f 

Ansicer,  That's  another  I  didn't  know. 

Question,  James  Carter,  colored,  William  Matthews 

Ansu'ir,  That's  another  I  didn't  know ;  I  had  seen  him  a  few  times,  but  never  worked 
with  him  or  had  any  business  with  him  until  since  the  trial 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Three  of  these  men  you  had  never  seen  before  t 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.;  four. 

Question,  Matthews  you  had  seen  before  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  hod  seen  him ;  but  if  I  ever  saw  the  others  before  I  never  knew  it 

Question,  You  say  these  thre«  men  arrested  and  on  trial,  Holseapple,  Malone,  and 
Duce  Lindsay,  were  all  acquitted  upon  proving  an  alibi  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question,  Where  did  they  prove  that  the^  were  that  night  f 

Answa'.  Mr.  William  Malono  proved  by  his  father  and  a  colored  man  on  the  place  that 
he  was  with  him.  The  colored  man  swore  that  he  was  with  him  that  night  and  next 
morning  all  day  at  home.  His  father  proved  that  his  child  ^ns  sick,  and  he  heard  him  all 
night  walking  his  room  and  talking  all  night.  Holscapple  proved,  by  Robert  Lindsay, 
that  ho  was  at  his  mill,  watching  for  somebody  .to  steal  his  com,  and  that  he  hired  this 
horso  that  I  knew  myself.  Those  two  proved  that  they  were  in  the  mill  all  night ;  nobody 
knew  them  and  they  could  swear ;  tnat  was  Holseapple  and  Robert  Lindsay ;  one  of 
them  rode  that  horse  I  swore  to.  Mr.  Duce  Lindsay  proved,  by  those  two  'men  that  I 
never  saw  nor  knew  anything  about,  that  ho  staid  in  his  room  all  night — in  his  store. 

Question,  Are  you  certain  that  you  saw  Holseapple,  Malone,  and  Duce  Lindsay  that 
night  that  you  were  Ku-Klnxed  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  pretty  certain  of  it ;  and  my  boy,  twrfve  years  old,  going  on 
thirteen,  knew  Mr.  Holseapple  by  the  time  the  light  was  made,  but  1  didn't  know,  be- 
cause I  didn't  aim  to  look  lor  him.  The  boyaimeS  to  run  out  of  doors ;  Mr.  Holseapple 
hadn't  his  disguise  on ;  he  had  his  veil  up,  and  he  caught  him  and  shoved  him  back, 
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and  he  says,  **  Mr.  Holseapple,  yoa  let  me  idone,"  and  Hr.  Holseapple  wouldn't  let  him 
go  out ;  ue  knew  him  well  enough. 

Question,  What  woa  your  share  of  the  com  and  cotton  crop  raised  on  Mr.  Malone's 
place  worth  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  it  was  worth. 

Question.  You  say  you  were  entitled  to  one-half  of  three  hales  of  cotton  f 

Ansurer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  eight  loads  of  com,  of  forty  hushels  each  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  four  small  wagon-loads  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  thirteen  or  fifteen  hushels  were  counted,  hut  I  will  say  thirteen. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  fodder? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  he  divided  the  fodder  with  me  \Then  it  was  pulled  and  stacked. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  was  that  372  hushels  of  com  worth  f 

Answer.  He  offered  mo  sixty  cents  a  bushel,  and  said  that  was  what  com  was  selling 
at ;  he  offered  me  that  in  the  settlement. 

Question.  That  made  your  com,  if  it  was  worth  60  cents  a  bushel,  amount  to  ^^223  20  T 

Answer.  Besides  that,  I  can  bring  four  or  five  witnesses  to  prove  that  his  fattening 
h(^  eat  up  about  three  acres  of  my  best  bottom  com,  and  he  never  paid  me  a  cent. 

Question.  What  was  cotton  worth  per  x>ouud  ? 

Answer.  Sixteeu  and  three-quarters,  ho  said ;  two  bales  were  sold,  and  the  last  bale, 
which  was  a  yellow  bale,  sold  for  twelve  and  a  half. 

Question.  Uow  many  pounds  did  those  bales  contain  T 

Answer.  Five  hundred  and  upward ;  both  the  two  white  bales  welfi^hed  orer  five 
hundred — one  twenty-odd  and  the  other  thirty -odd --and  the  other  didn't  weigh  five 
hundred  quite. 

Question.  Now,  how  much  were  you  justly  indebted  to  Malone  I 

Answer.  I  can  just  tell  you  exactly  what  I  got  from  Mr.  Malone ;  I  got  one  middling  of 
meat  that  weighed  thirty-ono  pounds ;  I  got  two  shoulders  that  weiched  thirteen  pounds 
apiece :  I  got  another  shoulder  that  weighed  thirteen  pounds :  I  got  seventy-three 
pounds  of  bacon  from  him  ;  I  got  fifty  founds  of  beef  from  him ;  I  got  twenty  pounds 
of  beef  from  him,  and  this  suit  of  clothes. 

Question.  Was  that  all  the  meat  you  got  from  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  except  six  pounds  ot  bacon  just  before  I  left  home. 

Question.  What  was  tnis  bacon  worth  per  ponnd  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  it  16  cents ;  the  first  throe  pieces  I  got  were  pork ;  I  got  that  at  16 
cents ;  the  other  was  22  cents. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  you  mean  pickled  pork  or  unsmoked  bulk  mei^t  f 

Aftswer.  It  was  unsmoked ;  that  is,  the  first  middling  and  two  shoulders  were. 

By  tlje  Chairman  : 

Question.  That  was  worth  how  much  a  pound  f 

Answer.  Uusmoked  meat  was  worth  16  cents,  and  the  bacon  22  cents. 

Question.  What  was  the  beef  worth  ? 

Answer.  Ei^ht  cents. 

Question.  Did  you  get  any  breadstufis  f 

Answer.  1  gave  him  com  for  meal. 

Question.  §o  that  he  bad  no  account  against  you  for  breadstufBs  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Had  he  any  other  account  against  you  except  for  those  clothes? 

Answer.  The  old  clothes  and  one  pair  of  shoes ;  but  he  brought  twice  as  much  meat 
as  that  against  me,  and  he  swears  that  this  woman  of  mine  got  it,  and  she  swears  she 
didn't  get  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Out  of  this  meat  that  you  foot  up,  how  man^  did  you  feed  f 
Answer.  This  woman  and  three  Uttle  children ;  but  mind,  I  got  three  gallons  of  milk, 
myself,  every  day ;  I  got  more  meat  than  this,  and  I  ^t  from  old  Mrs.  Malone  eight 
loilch  cows,  and  my  wife  milked  them,  and  she  was  entitled  to  what  milk  she  could  use, 
and  in  that  way  I  nved  light. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qussiian,  Is  that  coat  yon  have  on  the  one  yoa  got  from  Malone  t 
AMmosr.  No,  sir ;  that  was  a  square-tailed  coat^  and  it  was  not  nigh  as  good  a  coat  as 
this  has  been. 
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Quesfion,  What  were  those  clothes  worth  t 

Answer,  Ho  charged  me  $40. 

Question,  What  were  thfcy  worth  t 

Answer,  They  were  worth  ahout  eighteen  or  twenty  dollars  when  I  got  them  from 
hiin. 

Question,  Yon  say  he  had  worn  them  two  years  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  just  to  say  what  they  really  were  worth,  they  were  worth  eighteen 
to  twouty  dollars ;  they  had  heeu  fine,  very  fine  clotiieSi  hut  the  good  of  them  was 
woni  out. 

Question,  Yon  ^ot  a  pair  of  shoes  also  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Does  that  embrace  all  that  you  got  from  him  T 

Ansu^er.  Yes,  sic 

Question,  Do  you  know  how  much  those  items  all  Iboted  up  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  knew  how  they  did  foot  up. 

Qu^tion,  How  much  did  you  claim  that  he  was  iodebtcd  to  you  on  a  fair  settlement  f 

Answer,  I  couldn't  make  a  claim,  liecause  I  couJdn't  count  it  and  figure  it  up.  I  tried 
to  get  Squire  Bell  to  figure  it  up  an  I  would  count  it,  and  he  would  never  do  anything 
except  to  put  it  all  together,  and  he  bothered  me,  and  I  never  got  it  straight. 

Question,  How  much  did  he  bring  you  in  debt  T 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  $3  'ST^. 

Question,  Did  Malone  swear  to  his  account  t 

Answer.  We  had  had  three  settlements,  and  every  time  he  would  add  on  a  little  more 
and  a  little  more,  until  he  got  the  whole  crop ;  the  last  time  he  just  took  every  bit  of 
my  crop  and  it  made  us  even  at  the  last  settlement,  and  then  when  Squire  Bell  got  it, 
he  made  it  a  little  more ;  he  made  it  |2  37^  more. 

By  Mr.  Bkck  : 

Question,  Mr.  Minnis,  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  States,  was  here  attending 
to  your  case  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Before  Captain  Day  he  examined  your  witnesses  and  attended  to  your  case  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  he  not  a  good  lawyer  f    • 

Answer,  1  don't  know  anything  about  him. 

Question,  You  made  the  complaint  to  him,  and  he  had  the  men  arrested  and  brought 
here  t 

Answer,  I  made  the  complaint  to  Mr.  Day. 

Question.  Jud^e  Minnis  appeared  here  for  you  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  he  appeared  here. 


'     HUNTSVILLE,  Alabama-,  Octohcr  7, 1871. 

LIONEL  W.  DAY  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chaibhan  :  As  Mr.  Beck  had  this  witness  summoned,  he  will  please  examine 
him. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Give  us,  as  briefly  at  you  can,  your  present  position  and  your  paat ;  tell  us 
where  you  came  from,  and  how  long  you  have  lived  here ;  where  you  were  during  the 
war,  and  what  position  you  occupy  now. 

Answer.  I  was  in  the  Federal  Army  during  the  war  from  the  State  of  Illinois ;  served 
in  the  Federal  Army  until  nearly  the  close  of  the  war,  and,  after  its  close,  I  came  South 
with  a  view  of  remaining  here.  After  my  arrival  here,  I  was  appointed  clerk  of  the 
United  States  district  court  for  this  district— the  northern  district  of.  Alabama — which 
position  I  still  occupy. 

Question.  Appoiuted  by  whom  t 

Answer,  By  Judge  Busteed. 

Question,  Were  you  appointed  a  commissioner  of  the  United  States  also  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  clerk  is  ex-officio  ccnnmissioner. 

Question,  As  commissioner  of  the  United  States  district  court  for  this  district,  had  you 
a  case  presented  charging  disguised  men  with  the  maltreatment  of  a  colored  man 
named  Henderson,  in  Colbert  County,  vrithin  the  last  few  mouths  f 

Answer,  Affidavit  was  made  by  William  Henderson,  a  colored  man,  before  me  in  An^ 
gust,  I  think — it  was  in  July  or  August ;  I  have  not  my  docket  of  dates  before  me— 
charging  Holseapple,  Lindsay,  and  Maloue,  three  young  men  of  Lawrence  County,  I 
think 
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By  tho  Chairman; 

Queatiim.  Colbert,  was  it  not  f 

Answer.  It  mav  have  been  Colbert ;  they  lie  close  together.  It  was  near  Barton 
Station  or  Cherokee — with  having  taken  him  from  his  honse  in  Augnst,  and,  as  he  re- 
cite<i  in  his  affidayit,  after  having  tied  him  and  having  made  various  professions  as  to 
what  they  desired  to  do  with  him,  they  finally  took  him  to  the  Tennessee  River,  and 
put  him  in  a  skiff,  for  the  alleged  purpose  Of  taking  him  across,  but  having  reached  tho 
middle  of  the  river,  ho  alleges  that  they  threw  him  out  in  that  bound  condition  into 
the  middle  of  the  river,  and  afterward  returned  to  the  bank.  He  testified  that  be- 
tween the  point  at  which  he  was  seized  and  the  river  he  was  tied  with  a  rope,  with  his 
hands  behind  bim,  and  the  end  of  the  rope  then  made  fhst  to  his  legs,  and  that  that 
was  bis  condition  when  he  was  thrown  into  the  river.  He  ^claimed  to  have  then  sunk 
to  the  bottom,  and  having  released  one  of  his  hands,  he  came  up ;  went  down  again  and 
cot  hold  of  a  rock  in  the  bottom  of  the  river,  and,  in  his  struggle,  released  both  of  his 
hands:  fimdly  got  into  shoal  water  and  waded  ashore,  where,  after  recovering  from  his 
partially  drowned  condition,  he  returned  to  Mr.  Goodloe's  place.  He  stated  that  the 
parties  were  in  disguise,  but  that  after  they  got  into  the  boat — which  was  when  it  was 
very  nearly  daylight  in  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  August— he  "saw  the  face  of  one,  and 

S»rhaps  the  faces  of  two ;  I  am  not  clear  as  to  that  now.  Ho  swore  positivol^^  t9  one. 
e  said  that  there  was  no  moon ;  that  the  only  li^ht  he  had  to  identify  by  sight  was 
by  star-light ;  but  his  testimony  was  direct  and  positive  as  to  the  identity  of  the 
persons. 

Question,  Are  you  giving  now  the  abstract  of  his  evidence  before  you  as  you  recol- 
lect it  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  think  that  those  facts  are  substantially  embraced  in  the  affi- 
davit.   I  can  file  a  copy  very  easily  if  the  committee  desire  it. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  These  men  you  arrested  on  that  affidavit  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  they  were  brought  before  you  as  United  States  commissioner  for  a 
hearing  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir,  for  preliminary  examination. 

Question,  Have  you  the  evidence  taken  in  that  trial;  and  if  so,  will  you  file  it  with 
this  committee  f 

Answei',  I  have  the  evidence  and  will  file  it.  This  is  the  original,' [presenting  a 
document,]  and  I  identify  it  with  the  initials  of  my  name,  and  make  it  a  part  of  my 
deposition.  [The  document  referred  to  and  containing  tho  testimony  given  in  the  case 
of  the  People  vs,  Holseapple,  Malone,  and  Lindsay,  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  testi- 
mony of  this  witness.] 

Question.  Assuming  that  evidence  to  have  been  given  there,  state  what  was  the  re- 
sult of  that  investi^tion. 

Answer,  The  parties  charged  were  acquitted  upon  a  direct  and  substantial  proof 
of  an  alibi. 

Question,  Had  tho  character  of  the  prosecutor,  as  proven,  a  good  deal  to  do  with 
it  also  ? 

Answer,  The  character  of  the  prosecutor  was  proven  to  be  a  very  bad  one  by  all  the 
witnesses  who  testified  in  that  partioular,  both  white  and  colored.  Tho  prosecution 
offered  no  ^idence,  after  the  character  of  the  prosecuting  witness  had  been  assailed,  to 
relieve  his  character,  but  left  the  testimony  oi  the  defense  wholly  unimpeached  and 
unassailed. 

Question,  Was  any  time  asked  to  obtain  further  testimony  in  regard  to  the  character 
of  the  prosecutor  f 

Answer.  None  whatever.  No  application  was  made.  No  reference,  in  fact,  was  made 
to  it  by  the  prosecution. 

Question.  The  evidence  yon  have  just  fhmished  will  give  ns  the  full  history  of  the 
case  as  it  appeared  before  yon,  will  itt 

Answer,  I  am  not  certain  but  an  attempt  may  have  been  made  by  cross-examina- 
tion: but  I  am  not  certain  that  it  was.  I  think  my  best  impression  is  that  it  was.  I 
thinK  that  it  did  not  go  further  than  a  mere  cross-examination  of  the  parties  who  were 
impeaching  the  veracity  of  the  prosecuting  witness.  The  evidence,  though,  that  I  file 
here  as  a  part  of  my  deposition,  embraces  the  whole  statement,  and  gives  the  history 
as  fully  as  I  could  bv  any  statement  I  could  make. 

Question,  And  no  further  statement  by  you  would  elucidate  it  farther  f 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

Question.  As  you  are  here,  I  will  ask  you  to  tell  ns  as  briefly  as  yon  can,  but  fully, 
from  your  position  as  United  States  commissioner,  and  the  opportunities  yon  have  of 
ascertaining  the  feeling  of  the  people  in  this  section  of  Alabama,  what  is  their  general 
disposition  as  to  the  maintenance  of  law  and  order  and  obeying  the  laws. 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  very  good.    I  think  this  is  like  all  communities,  and  I  have  been 


592        CONDITION   OF  AFFAIB8  IN  THE   SOUTHERN  STATES. 

n  many  in  tho  United  States.  I  think  the  same  general  etaafaoteristioB  preTail  hen 
that  exist  in  other  communities  that  I  have  known.  I  know  of  no  geDeral  difference. 
There  have  been  difficulties  arisiog  out  of  hoTBe-thieTing,  personid  violence  offered  to 
parties  without  reference  to  their  political  status,  as  I  am  informed  and  believe,  andSn 
some  coses  hbmicides  have  resulted  from  the  efforts  of  the  oitiMnB,  acting  in  behalf  of 
order,  to  prevent  that  lawlessness.  For  instance,  in  Limestone,  my  information,  which 
is  popular  iuformation,  and  from  conversation  with  the  citizens  of  that  place  and  tiie 

frosccuting  officers  of  the  connty,  is  that  they  have  had  several  homiciaes  there ;  hnt 
think  the  largo  msgority  have  resulted  from  acts  of  a  posse  of  citizens  in  ^tukr  at- 
tempts to  disperse  a  band  of  men  whose  organiaatien  was  baaed  npon  a  desire  for 
thieving  and  plunder :  and  these  thieves  and  plundMers  occnpy  the  same  relation  to 
the  community  that  that  class  of  men  do  in  any  community  that  I  have  ever  been  in. 
I  know  of  no  diiference.  They  were  bad  men  doing  bad  things,  and  the  good  eitisens 
of  the  country  have  been  active  and  vigilant,  and  they  hare  sncceeded,  or  I  hare  no 
doubt  will  succeed,  in  restoring  perfect  order  in  Limestone  Connty*  That  is  my  bo> 
lief. 
/  Question.  In  this  county  how  is  Itf 

Answer,  This  county  Is  exceedingly  quiet ;  there  is  no  disturbance  here  of  any  kind 
that  I  know  of,  more  than  the  little  amrays  resulting  £nmi  the  collisions  of  men,  ordina- 
rily occurring. 

Question.  Will  you  tell  the  committee  whether  in  yonr  opinion  the  great  mass  of  tiie 
people  of  Northern  Alabama  are  law-abiding  and  disposed  to  o1>serve  the  laws  f 

Answer.  I  believe  they  are.  From  my  position  and  antecedents,  I  can  have  no  pre- 
dilections in  favor  of  this  or  any  other  southern  community,  any  other  than  a  kind 
and  friendly  intercourse  with  the  good  men  of  the  country  has  given  me,  and  I  believe 
the  population  of  North  Alabama,  with  a  very  few  excentlons  that  I  have  specified, 
are  as  much  disposed  to  obey  tho  law  as  any  community  that  have  been  in  the  vicinage 
of  war  and  destruction,  such  as  have  been  seen  in  the  South,  and  I  think,  perhaps, 
more  so  than  many  communities  of  the  conntry ;  mueh  more  so,  because  North  Ala- 
bama has  been  the  scene  of  a  great  deal  of  war  and  bloodshed,  and  was  the  home  of 
several  partisan  companies,  and  large  numbers  of  these  men  are  now  among  the 
best  conservators  of  law  in  the  country  to  my  personal  knowledge. 
Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  partisan  companies  T 

Answer.  I  mean  those  companies,  independ^it  organizations  during  the  late  war ; 
North  Alabama,  as  you  aro  aware,  was  occupied  by  the  contending  armies  alternately 
several  times,  and  the  tendency  was  to  leave  men  behind,  the  result  of  which  was  the 
organization  of  partisan  companies.  That  is  my  understanding  oi  the  history  of 
anairs  in  this  county.  Many  of  these  men  are  here  yet,  and  many  of  them  I  know,  and 
they  are  like  all  the  quiet  law-abiding  citizens  that  yon  find  in  any  oommnuity  in  the 
land.  I  know  of  no  differeuce ;  they  liave  the  same  interests  at  stake  that  men  hove 
everywhere  for  the  support  of  law  aud  order.  They  exercise  the  same  Tigilanoe  that 
men  do  everywhere,  and  protect  their  own  interests. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  good  deal  of  diffbrence  in  political  opinion  when  the  war 
broke  out  in  Northern  Alabama,  some  for  the  side  of  the  Union,  and  others  the  side  of 
the  confederacy  ? 

Answer.  Tlie  information  I  have  on  that  subject  is  from  persons  who  were  reeidente 
here,  and  from  the  general  traditions  of  the  land  in  that  particular,  as  I  was  not  here. 
My  understanding  is  that  there  was  in  Madison  County,  I  think,  about  five  or  six  to 
one,  opposed  to  the  secession  movement.  * 

Question.  Madison  is  the  county  in  which  Huntsville  is  situated  f 
Answer.  Tcs,  sir,  aud  in  all  the  mountain  counties  of  which  this  district  is  composM, 
territorially,  at  least,  there  was  a  mo3t<  decisive  and  aggressive  Union  sentiment,  and 
there  was  a  strong  disposition,  which  never  found  its  way  into  organization,  bnt  wae  a 
very  strong  feeling,  ^  organize  all  North  Alabama  libove  the  lineof  themonntains,  and 
fight  it  out  at  tho  foot  of  the  mountains  of  North  Alabama. 

Qxiesiimi,  That  mountain  range  being  south  of  North  Alabama  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  sentiment  prevailed  in  North  Alabama  at  that  time.    Tlwre 
were  hir^e  numbers  of  Union  men  there  at  that  time,  and  every  man  acquainted  with 
the  political  history  of  Alabama  is  well  aware  oi  the  foet  that  the  prevailing  sentiment 
of  North  Alabama  was  violently  Union. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  these  Federal  soldiers,  residing  in  the  counties  of 
Walker,  Winston,  and  Fayette,  in  Northwestern  Alabama  f 

Answer.  Those  counties  lie  in  the  northwestern  quarter  of  the  State.  I  was  «{k 
pointed  adjutant  of  a  regiment  called  the  First  Alabama  Cavalry,  and  the  bulk  of  tlie 
soldiers  composing  that  regiment  were  drawn  from  the  counties  of  Walker,  Winston,  aad 
Fayette,  in  North  Alabama— the  monatain  counties.  There  were  soldiers  from  I3ie 
other  portions  of  the  South  ;  some  from  Tennessee,  and  some  from  Geofgia,  and  mmt 
from  Mississippi ;  but  the  largemi^OTity  of  them  came  from  these  counties  down  ihcn^ 
and  were  enlisted  directly  fjx)m  theii*  homes.  They  were  opposed  to  the  war  in  the 
start.  I  think  the  number  enlisted  in  the  command,  first  and  last,  was  tvrentr-seven 
lundred.  '  * 
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Qm^^ma.  In  thMe  time  oooBliMf 

Answer,  Yes;  that  was  the  general  territory  from  -wfaleh  the  regiment  drew  lU 
force.  I  think  the  nnmher  was  twenty^seven  hundred,  bnt  I  am  not  positive ;  that  is 
my  recoDeeli«n  of  il  nov. 


Qwettwn,  Weie  they  aostly  yomi^  men  f 
AMwer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  large  majority  were 


were  men  ranging  f^m  eighteen  to  thirty-five 
years. 

Question,  What  was  generally  their  condition  as  to  property ;  were  they  poor  or  rich 
men  or  otherwise  f 

Ansner.  I  think  the  majority  ef  the  men  were  poor.  They  lived  in  a  mountain  conn- 
try.    7^  eoantry  these  is  very  poor,  and  the  balk  of  them  were  poor  men. 

Question.  Tell  us  how  year  courts  administer  the  law,  so  far  as  you  have  observed, 
when  x^ersens  who  are  fairiy  proven  guilty  ase  brought  before  them.  Is  there  any 
trouble  iUiprocariiig  a  conviction  for  any  offense,  where  the  case  is  &irly  made  out 
against  the  party  arraigned,  in  this  region  of  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not.  There  is  this :  I  think,  perhaps,  there  may  be  an  iu- 
disposition  to  convict  men  in  some  cases  in  which  homicides  result  from  personal  en- 
eocmtecB,  where  the  mere  color  of  ag^preeeion  can  be  given  to  the  assailant,  or  the  man 
who  loses  1^  life  ;  bat  that,  I  think,  laoommou  to  many  eemmunities  in  the  South  and 
West. 

Question^  Was  it  not  alwa^  sat 

Answer.  Yes^  sir ;  I  think  it  was.  I  have  seen  it  manifested  in  the  Northwest,  and  I 
thinkit  exists  m  the  Sout^  A.  killing  frequently  fimls  palliation  in  tfao  minds  of  a  Jury 
from  some  ooloral^e  offense,  pexhaps  not  dangeroms,  which  is  offered  to  the  ftturty 
charged. 

Question.  I  call  your  attention  particularly  to  that  class  of  cases  where  men  have 
be^  violently,  seeretly,  and  wantonly  injnrinf^  persons  in  their  lives,  their  liberty,  and 
their  property ;  doin^  it  either  under  the  guise  ef  night,  or  in  any  other  clandestine 
way.    Would  men  ot  that  sort,  when  brought  before  yoor  coi#ts,  bo  punished  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  there  is  any  doubt  but  what  they  wonld.  I  think  at  present 
tho  great  danj^er  would  be  that  they  would  be  treated  with  perhaps  more  severity  than 
they  might  merit  in  manv  cases.  * 

Question.  Is  the  general  sentiment  of  most  of  your  people  here  opposed  to  all  that 
class  of  conduct — Ku-Klux  organizations  and  redress  of  that  character  f 

Answer.  1  think  so ;  most  dM)idedly  opposed  to  it,  and  opposed  to  all  secret  organi- 
zations which  have  a  tendency  to  disturb  the  order  of  the  community  or  the  security 
of  property  and  the  protection  of  labor.  I  think  all  organizations  that  disturb  these 
interesto  are  most  decidedly  frowned  upon. 

Question^  Is  the  condemnation  of  all  that  elae»  of  offenses  shared  in  alike  by  men  of 
all  politieal  parties  f 

Amswer.  I  think  it  is ;  I  think  it  is  riiared  by  all  men  in  the  country  who  have  those 
interests  at  stake— all  the  good  citizens  who  have  the  interests  of  labor  and  property 
ao<l  pejBwnal  proteotion  at  stake  and  who  do  not  rely  upon  their  reckless  character  to 
protect  them. 

Question.  Have  yon  in  this  general  region  of  country  many  men  who  have,  since  the 
WAT,  come  from  the  northern  and  western  States,  and  settled  here  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  hove  a  large  number  of  them. 

QuestioiL  How  axe  thsy  generally  treated  by  Uieir  neighbors,  and  how  do  they  feel 
in  reference  to  their  safety  and  security  hero  ? 

•  Answer.  I  think  they  are  well  treated ;  I  do  not  remember  of  a  case  of  violence 
offered  to  a  northern  man  in  this  community.  If  one  has  occurred  within  my  knowl- 
edge, it  has  escaped  me,  and  there  are  a  number  of  them  here. 

Queaiion.  Are  you  personally  acquainted  with  them  T 

jMiwer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  the  imgoHty  of  northern  men  here.  I  do  not  think  tl^re  is 
&  sense  of  insecurity  felt  by  these  men  on  grounds  of  nativity  or  politics  or  an^hing 
of  the  sort. 

Question,  Have  yon  heard  these  man  speak  of  this  subject  at  all  yourself  in  your 
general  conversations  I 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  it  remarked  upon.  I  have  heard  men  say,  in  regard 
-to  them,  that  they  hail  no  apprehension  of  personal  dauoer  on  account  of  their  being 
zM»rthem  men ;  I  do  not  think  theto  is  any  general  apprehension  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Tell  the  committee  whether  or  not  it  is  safe  in  this  general  region  of  Ala- 
lyauia  for  a  man  who  is  a  I'epnblican  in  polities  to  express  bis  sentiments  withuut  pcr- 
sonid  dan|^  to  himself.  Can  a  republican  express  his  views  of  politics  without  run- 
jsing  the  nak  of  personal  danger  f 

Ajmmsr,  I  do  not  think  he  is  in  any  danger  whatever. 

^iffsium.  Do  they  do  itf 

Answer,  Certainly.  Street  discussions  are  as  common  here  as  they  would  be  in  any 
^»lace  so  £»  OS  1  know.    I  do  not  remember  of  any  disturbance  of  a  public  meeting 

3dB 
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that  Tvas  being  addressed  by  republicans.    Tbe  only  demonstratioQ  of  Tiolenoe  I  kavs 
ever  seen  here  was  in  a  democratic  mass-meeting. 

Qttc9tiou,  Was  that  among  tfaemaelYes,  or  how  was  it  f 

Answer.  It  was  an  affray  that  was  occasioned  bv  perhaps  some  address  made  to  tktt 
speaker  on  the  stand  through  misapprehension ;  that  wa«  the  only  disturbance  I  have 
ever  known  here. 

Question,  Political  discussions  are  freely  held  by  both  parties  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  as  much  so  as  anywhere  in  the  world.  Pablic  gatherings  lor  poli- 
tical speaking  and  communication  are  as  free  in  Northern  Alabama,  so  far  as  my  kiM>wI- 
edge  goes,  aud  I  have  seen  considerable  of  it  here  in  town,  as  in  any  place  I  have  eror 
been  in  in  my  life,  and  I  have  seen  a  great  deal  of  it.  I  have  attended  naay  poblio 
gatherings. 

Question.  When  these  disgaised  men  undertake  their  marauding  expeditioiit  at  nighty 
is  it  your  information  that  they  have  political  or  personal  purposes,  so  £»  as  they  l»Te 
been  brought  before  you  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  is  personal,  undoubtedly,  sir;  undoubtedly  peoMuaL 

Question.  And  not  political  f 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  I  think  not    I  think  tkeie  axe  very  few  men  who  regwd  it«t  ^ 
ical  now.    In  nearly  every  case  in  which  violence  has  been  offu^  by  disigBiaefll' 
their  motive  may  bo  explained  upon  the  j^unds  of  peffsonol  animosity ;  in  nearly  < 
case  that  has  come  under  my  observation,  or  within  my  hearing,  that  bav  hoan  the 
fact. 

Question,  We  have  had  a  witness  before  us  in  Washington,  and  pert»pa  yoo.  mmw 
know  him,  as  he  fibred  largely  in  this  legiou  of  oountry— *  Methodist  minister  by  the 
name  of  A.  L.  Lakm 

Answer,  A.  S.  Lakin. 

QueaHou, ^Who  spoke  of  a  great  deal  of  very  bad  treatmeat  to  himeelf  dnziBi^the 

four  years  that  he  resided  here.    Do  you  know  himf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  kn#w  him  well.  • 

QuesOou,  Have  vou  had  any  conversation  with  him  that  wesid  indicate  tbe  ejLtent 
of  maltreatment  that  he  had  received  f  and,  if  so,  tell  us* when  and  what  they  wete^ 

Answer.  There  is  but  once  in  my  life  that  I  recollect  of  lumng  a  conveceation  of  that 
character  with  Mr.  Lakin,  and  it  arose  under  peculiar  circumatanoes  that  amuaed  me, 
and  caused  me  to  remember  it.  I  suppose. 

Question.  Give  us  the  date  or  that  conversation,  if  you  can. 

Answer,  I  should  think  it  was,  perhaps,  twelve  months  ago.  I  was  on  the  street 
hero,  and  some  one  told  me  that  Mr.  Lakin  liad  been  killed ;  that  he  had  been  shot  m. 
the  monntalns.  I  expressed  surprise  at  that,  and  started  down  the  street,  after  a 
versation  with  a  friend.  I  left  him,  and  had  not  gone  twenty  st^s  ouUl  I  came  m 
Mr.  Lakin,  walking  on  the  street.  I  shook  hands  with  him,  and  expressed  my 
prise  at  meeting  nim,  and  repeated  to  him  what  I  had  just  heard.  He  seemed  ta  be 
amused  at  the  report,  and  said  to  me,  *'  My  dear  sir,  I  have  never  been  treated  with  laore 
uniform  kindness,  courtesy,  and  hospitality  than  I  have  on  aiy  last  trip  tbrottKh  the 
mountains ;"  and  he  then  repeated  the  fact  that  a  community,  I  thiuk  in  Jonea'a  Core- 
some  community  there  that  he  alleged  had  been  hostile  to  him  before  that-— had  treated 
him  with  personal  consideration  on  his  last  tiip.  Tbe  reason  why  I  remember  this 
casual  conversation  was  the  x>eculiar  circumstanoes  under  which  it  oecuned,  and  the 
contrast  that  his  statement  presented  in  regard  to  himself  and  the  fmst  I  had  just 
heard  of  him. 

QuesliSn,  Did  ho  speak  io  yon  in  any  way  of  the  general  tfeatment  of  this  easamii- 
nity  toward  him  f 

Answe}'.  Not  of  this  commnnitj^  in  this  county.  He  re^Mrred  to  his  ^oaeral  trsatmeMt 
in  his  circnit.  I  think  his  circuit  embraces  ouite  an  area  of  ooontry  ef  North  ai<a«— m 
lying  ^east  of  here— Marshall,  Cherokee,  and  De  Kalb  Counties.  I  think  that  ia  tbe 
fact.  I  understood  him  to  have  returned  from  a  trip  through  these  conntiea  I  know 
very  little  of  him. 

Question,  Apart  from  your  own  knowledge,  what  was  the  general  estimate  of  him 
through  this  cooimunity,  so  far  as  you  heara  others  speak  of  him  f 

Answer.  Tbe  general  reputation  of  Mr.  Lakin  here  was,  that  he  was  equally  as  realoas 
in  his  efforts  at  political  conversion  as  he  was  in  his  efforts  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel, 
and  tbe  popular  understanding,  whether  true  or  not,  was  that  Mr.  Lakin  oiyiniwid  po- 
litical dubs  or  leagues^  or  whatever  they  may  have  been  called,  on  his  cirouit^aiid  taat 
he  mode  it  a  part  of  his  duty  and  business  to  do  that.  That  was  the  |Kipular  under- 
standing  as  I  have  heard  it :  whether  true  or  not,  I  do  not  know.  lu  this  town  I  have 
never  heard  him  moke  a  political  speech,  but  I  have  understood  from  mion,  in  wbsee 
integrity  I  have  faith,  that  he  was  in  tbe  habit  of  making  political  apeeehes.  aad  di^ 
voting  consideratile  attention  to  it,  and  taking  deep  interest  in  it.  I  belioTe  that  to  be 
true 
.  Question,  With  regard  to  the  general  choraoter  of  hie  statementa,  how  was  hoBe^ 
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farded,  as  a  man  estravagant  in  his  general  form  of  statement,  or  as  strictly  confining 
imself  to  the  truth  t 

Answer.  There  are  large  numbers  of  men  here  who  do  not  believe  that  Mr.  Lakiu 
always  told  the  tmth. 

Question.  Speaking  from  what  you  have  heard,  what  was  his  general  character  in 
that  regard ;  was  it  good  or  bad,  a»  regards  that  f 

Ansi9er.  It  is  bad.  The  general  character  Mr.  X^akin  bears  here,  for  confining  himself 
absolntely  to  the  truth  in  all  that  ho  says,  is  not  good.  Any  facts  upon  which  that 
opinion  is  based  I  am  not  aware  of,  but  that  is  his  general  reputation. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Huntsville  ? 

Ansteer.  I  have  lived  in  Huntsville  since  about  the  Ist  of  February,  1866. 

Question.  Continuously  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  continuously,  except  on 

QHe9ti<yn,  Did  yon  marry  here  f 

Anstce)'.  No,  sir ;  I  am  not  a  married  man. 

Question.  What  Avaa  your  employment  before  you  were  appointed  clerk  of  the  dis- 
tricft  court  In  Huntsville  f 
.  Answer.  I  came  her©  as  clerk  of  the  court. 

Question,  Yon  have  held  this  ofiBce  ever  since  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  ever  since  I  have  been  here. 

Qttesiion,  Have  you  followed  any  other  business  than  that  f 

Antncer.  No,  sir.  I  was  in  partnership  with  Captain  Pullerton  in  the  practice  of  law, 
but  the  duties  of  my  office  confined  me  principally  to  the  office.  I  had  some  practice, 
bat  not  much. 

QtueUon^  In  the  investigation  which  was  kad  on  the  complaint  of  William  Hender- 
Bou,  I  will  ask  you  whether  Calvin  Goodloe  was  examined  as  a  witness  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

ilmesHon.  Was  Goodloe  tbe  man  with  whom  Henderson  had  been  living,  or  upon 
wbosefarm  b^  had  been  working,  fbr  some  time  previously  f 

Answer,  It  was  in  proof  that  he  was. 

Question,  What  was  Goodloe's  standing  as  a  man  of  character  and  truth  t 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  very  good,  sir ;  as  good  as  that  of  any  man  in  the  country,  so 
far  as  I  know. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  whether  Goodloe,  upon  that  examination  befbre  you, 
^d  not  testify  that  Henderson  had  had  no  difficulty  with  any  one,  to  his  knowledge? 

Answer.  I  think  he  did,  sir.  That  is  in  the  testimony.  My  recollection  is,  though, 
tbat  he  testified  ftboot  that  fact. 

QitenH&n,  Did  be  not  farther  testify  that  he  oobsidered  his  character  as  good  as  any 
negroes? 

Answer.  I  think  he  said  he  had  the  average  character,  but  I  have  heard  it  alleged 
that  Mr.  Goodloe  did  not  think  they  had  souls,  and  that  characters  were  uot  essentially 
conuected  with  the  negro's  existence ;  that  character  was  uot  necessarily  connected 
-with  a  negro's  existence.    He  is  reported  to  have  said  that. 

Question,  Do  yon  know  that  be  held  such  sentiments  ? 

Answer,  I  have  heard  it  alleged. 

Qme&Hon,  Who  alleged  it  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Davis. 

ifuestion.  What  Davh  t 

Answer,  Mr.  Nicholas  Davis.  I  think  he  alleged  it  in  connection  with  that  state- 
xiietit  of  Mr.  Goodloe's.    It  may  have  been  Jocular. 

QueeUon,  Was  Mr.  Davis  a  lawyer  in  the  case  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  part  did  he  play  in  that  trial  f 

Ansioer.  1  do  uot  think  he  played  any  whatever. 

Question.  Did  he  make  the  remark  loud  enough  for  Mr.  Goodloe  to  hear  it  f         ' 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  was  present.  I  think  Mr.  Davis  made  the  statement  in 
obnvKK^tion,  perhaps,  with  somebody  else. 

Question,  For  the  purpose  of  influencing  your  judgment  In  this  case  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.    It  was  after  the  decision  was  rendered. 

Question.  I  will  ask  whether  Mr.  Goodloe  did  not  state  Sn  express  terms  that,  itom  all 
lie  bad  heard  spoken  of  this  man  Henderson,  his  general  character  was*  good  T 

Ans^cer.  fie  may  have  said  it. 

Question^  Just  look  at  the  evidence  which  yon  have  produced  here,  and  say  whether 
l»e  did  say  so  in  so  many  terms,  right  at  the  conclusion  of  his  testimony. 

Answer.  [Referring  to  the  tecom  of  Goodloe's  evidence,  which  will  beibund  in  the 
j»aper  given  at  the  end  of  the  testimony  of  this  witness.]  I  find  on  reference  to  the 
-t^timony,  that  he  sslys:  ^His  character  is  as  good  as  the  average  negroes  of  the 
oonnty.    I  can't  say  as  to  his  general  character." 
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Question.  I  will  fisk  you  to  stivte  irhether  the  last  two  lines  of  his  testfrnonjlio 
resbd  as  follows :  '*  From  all  I  have  heard  speak  of  him,  his  general  character  is  goodL* 

Anstcer.  He  says :  "  From  all  I  have  heard  speak  of  hiniy  his  general  character  is 
good/'  That  is  in  answer  to  an  interrogatory  of  Colonel  Minnis,  district  attorney.  It 
escaped  my  notice.  * 

Question.  That  was  upon  cross-examination  f  - 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu4i8tion.  Did  not  Mr.  Goodloe^  u^on  his  examination  m  chief,  state  aafoUows:  "I 
know  of  no  difficulty  that  ho  (referring  to  HendersoA)  had  with  any  one.  In  his  dispo- 
sition I  consider  him  an  ordinary  man,  and  an  obedient  one.  I  consider  hia  character 
as  good  as  any  negro's?" 

Answer.  He  did. 

QuesHoH.  You  say  that  was  his  testimony  in  chief  f 

Answer.  That  was  his  testimony  as  reported. 

Qitestion.  How,  then,  did  you  state,  as  you  have  done  in  your  examination  by  Mr. 
Beck,  that  all  the  evidence  went  to  show  that  Henderson  was  a  had  man,  and  aBwortliy 
of  belief! 

Anstxfer.  Every  witness  who  was  asked  in  regard  to  his  integ^ty,  and  his  etefaeter 
for  integrity  and  veracity,  by  the  defense,  testihed  to  that  fact,  and  if  Mr.  Goodloe  wm 
inquired  of  iu  regard  to  his  character  for  inte^rrity,  I  do  not  recollect  it.  The  testi- 
mony will  show.    My  recollection,  though,  is  that  1^  was  not. 

Question.  Do  you  deny  that  Mr.  Goodloe  testified  as  I  have  read  to  youf 

Ansioei'.  O,  no,  sir. 

Question.  Has  he  not  subscribed  his  statement  that  is  here  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  lias.  I  do  not  remember  now  that  Mr.  Qoodloe  wasiiiqaked  cf 
for  his  character  for  veracity.    If  he  .was,  I  do  not  now  recollect  it. 

Question,  When  he  stated  that  he  considered  his  character  as  good  as  any  nsgrsli, 
did  you  not  consider  that  that  involved  his  character  for  vevaeity  f 

Answer.  If  a  lawyer  was  inquired  of  in  regard  to  the  character  of  a  man,  as  SaMs 
veracity,  \  suppose  he  would  express  himself  so,  and  inasmoeh  as  that  proof  dioes  sot 
involve  the  matter  of  veracity,  I  would  not  attempt  to  draw  eondlasionSy  fivr  I  de  not 
know.  He  may  have  meant  that,  and  may  not.  He  might  easily  have  been  inqaired  of 
in  regard  to  veracity. 

Qv^Hon.  When  Mt.  Goodloe  testified  in  direct  terms  that,  from  all  hs  had  heard  speak 
of  this  roan  Henderson,  bis  general  character  was  good,  did  it  not  necessturily  result 
that  he  considered  his  character  for  veracity  good  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  would  not  attempt  to  say,  for  I  do  not  know.  He  has  said  in 
another  place  that  bis  character  was  as  good  as  any  negro,  and  what  he  may  have 
meant  by  that,  I  cannot  attempt  to  say.    The  testimony  is  as  easily  soDStrosd  by  one 


as  by  another.    It  was  reported ;  it  was  heard  by  me  as  conunissioner,  and 
just  as  it  is  before  the  committee  here. 

QuesOan.  You  say  Mr,  Goodloe  is  a  first-class  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  this  man  Henderson  had  been  working  for  him  a  good  whdle  f 
'  Answer.  Yesj  sir;  several  months,  I  think. 

Question.  Mr.  Goodloe  had  every  opporUinity  of  knowing  what  was  the  man's  char- 
acter? 

Answer.  He  had  the  ordinary  opportunities  that  a  planter  has  of  knowine  tite  dbar- 
acter  of  a  ne^o  on  his  place.    What  his  experience  with  him  was,  I  ds  not  kbow. 

Question.  Did  all  the  witnesses  that  testified  against  Henderson's  character  for  trath 
and  veracity  pro£&8S  to  be  well  acquainted  with  his  character? 

Anstoer.  I  think  so,  but  I  am  noo  positive.    It  strikes  aie  that  there  was  one  p^tij 
who  testified  to  having  had  a  very  brief  acquaintance  with  him,  but  I  do  not  nofr  rossi 
lect  his  name. 

Question.  Henderson  testified  before  us  that  three  or  four  of  these  witnesses  ha  had 
never  kuown  before,  who  testified  against  his  character.  What  do  you  know  in  rela- 
tion to  that  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it.  Some  of  the  parties  had  lived  qaits  a 
distance  from  Mr.  Goodloe,  but  some  of  them  testified,  I  think,  that  WilUam  had 
lived  in  their  neighborhood,  if  I  recollect  aright. 

Question.  1  will  ask  you  whether  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Goodloe  did  not  very  stropi|(lT 
corroborate  Mr.  Henderson  as  to  the  fact  of  his  having  been  thrown  into  the  river  and 
having  crawled  out  ? 

Afiswer.  1  think  it  did. 

Question.  Had  you  any  doubt  in  your  mind,  afber  listeninff  to  the  evidence,  that  Haa- 
derson  had  been  maltreated  in  the  manner  in  which  he  had  himself  described  Y 

Answer.  1  had  very  little  doubt  that  he  had  been  the  subject  of  some  violeaeey  bat 
to  what  extent  it  was  right  difficult  to  tell.    He  appears  to  have  returned  in  a 
and  dilapidated  condition  in  the  morning,  and  gave  evidence  of  having  been 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEE.  597 

Bome  difficulty,  and  Mr.  Matbews  testifies  that  he  charged  him,  from  his  condition,  witii 
having  been  drank,  and  Mr.  Groodloe  testifies  to  numbers  of  marks  on  his  hands. 

QueaHim*  On  his  wrists  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  on  his  wrists.  I-  think  he  refers  also  to  having  gone  to  the  spot 
where  Henderson  came  oat  of  the  rivw,  and  having  seen  the  marks. 

ijuettUm.  Did  he  not  testify  of  having  seen  the  tracks  of  Henderson  and  of  the 
hefaesf 

Amwer,  Yea,  sir,  I  think  b«. 

Qu$9timu  Did  he  not  testify  tiiat  be  foand  the  skiff  and  the  signs  that  corroborateu 
Henderson's  statement  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so,  as  far  as  they  wont,  in  relation  to  the  fact  of  violence 
having  been  done. 

Qu^Hon.  Then  yoa  had  no  donbt  H«ndef8on  had  been  maltreated;  bat  you  doubted 
whether  the  evidence  justified  yoa  in  holding  the  men  who  were  arrested  t 

Anawer.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  the  fact.  I  had  no  doubt  but  he  bad  been  in  difficuUy  of 
•one  aort,  -Mid  X  thought  it  was  altogether  probaUe  that  the  general  features  of  it — 
the  occurrence— leaviuff  out  the  parties  charged,  were  essential^  true  as  he  stated. 

^ji#m.  Did  be,  m  Uie  teatunony  before  you,  speak  of  the  disgaise  these  men  had 
onf 

.<4iMi9ff •  xes,  'Sir* 

Question,  You  had  no  doubt>  then,  Mr.  Day,  tiiat  this  was  a  fair  Eu-Klux  case,  ha4 
yottf 

Answer,  Well,  I  think  that  disguised  men  offered  this  negro  violence. 

Question,  Your  answer  is  thai  yea  think  that  disguised  men  ofEsred  this  man  Hender- 
%0B  vti^eiicef 

Answer,  I  think  so,  sir«  I  think  it  is  a  candid  and  fair  conclusion  to  draw  from  the 
tastittony. 

Questioti.  Were  the  disguises  swdi  as  the  Ki^'Klux  oiganization  are  understood  to 
wear? 

Answer,  My  understanding  is  that  they  were  noU 

Quesii^m,  Wheiieia  wasthediffoienoei 

Answer,  I  will  have  to  refer  to  the  testimony,  which,  I  believe,  recites  the  fact  that 
the  only  disguise  they  had  was  a  mere  veil  hanging  over  the  face ;  that  he  did  not 
olaitt  any  disgaise  c^  the  body.  The  testimony  in  Uiat  partioular  is,  however,  before 
you. 

QHSsHofi,  Please  refresh  your  recoUaction  by  looking  at  Hendeison's  testimony. 

Answer.  [Having  examined  the  testimony.  J  Henderson  testifies  that  he  saw  Mr.  Dnce 
Lindsay.  He  says,  *'  I  knew  him  by  a  veil  in  bis  hat,  and  it  turned  back  over  bis 
bead  frooi  over  bis  face,  and  the  veil  came  down  from  the  face  to  the  shoulders  behind." 
-    QnssUom,  Is  that  all  he  says  in  relation  to  the  disguise  f 

Answer,  I  will  examine  further.  He  says :  "  They  nad  on  bl^ck  and  white  trimmings 
around  the  tail,  and  the  cape  came  down  about  half-way,  and  had  white  trimming 
anmnd  it.    All  were  dressed  the  same  way,  and  white  trimming  around  the  wrist.'' 

Question,  Did  he  give  any  forther  description  of  the  dis^n^isef 

Ansteer,  Ho  says :  "  They  had  on  black  overcoats,  and  with  the  trimming  around  the 
t€ul,  and  a  cape  that  came  down  about  one-half  of  the  way,  aaid  white  trimmings 
around  it,  and  all  were  dressed  in  the  same  way,  (white,)  and  white  trimmings  around 
the  wrist.''  He  does  not  desodbe  that  as  a  disguise  psurticularly,  but  he  states  that  it 
i^as  uniform  and  a  dress. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

QmsUon,  Does  that.oocre^cmd  to  the  usual  form  of  Hu-Klux  disguises  worn,  in  your 
pinion  f 

Answer,  I  never  saw  them  but  once,  or  perhaps  twice,  and  they  were  all  dressed  in 
IHilte  at  that  time.    I  saw  them  on  the  streets. 

Question.  These  disguises  difiorcd  from  the  ones  you  saw  in  what  particular  f  The 
•tners  were  all  white  1  i 

Answer,  These  dresses  as  described  here  differ  from  any  of  the  costumes  I  have  ever 


Question,  Do  you'  xmderstand  that  the  costume  worn  is  uniform  always,  or  do  they 
vary  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.    I  have  never  seen  it  but  once,  and  perhaps  twice,  and  tuey ' 
Were  in  white  then. 

,  JBy  the  Chaibman  : 

Question,  Is  there  a  general  correspondence  in  his  descripticm  of  the  uniform  of  these 
Sien  with  those  worn  by  the  Eu-'Klux  ? 
Answer,  Not  that  I  am  aware  of.  ^ 

Question,  Wherein  is  the  difference  f 
Answer,  The  only  persons  I  have  ever  seen  who  were  recognized  as  Ku-Klux  was  a 
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body  of  men  \?ho  passed  across  tho  square  in  Huntsville ;  perhaps  I  saw  it  twice ;  I  am 
not  positive. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Questum.  How  lone  ago  T 

Jnatcer.  That  was  in  the  last  of  1806  or  first  of  1807, 1  think.  Theed  peiBons  wereaH 
dressed  in  white,  loose  robes,  or  what  resembled  a  robe  that  corered  and  dtegned 
them  completely,  and  they  had  some  disguise  about  the  head  that  corered  the  lace  and 
eyes,  with  a  peculiar  hat  or  cap,  of  a  description  which  I  have  now  foigotteo,  bvfe  it 
concealed  the  whole  upper  part  of  the  person,  features  and  all.  The  rest  were  dis- 
guised in  different  ways,  but  with  a  covering  that  screened  them  from  view. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Does  not  the  description  given  bv  Henderson  of  the  men  whe  mftltreaAed 
him,  show  that  their  persons  were  disguised  down  to  their  knees,  and  that  their  facM 
w^e  disguised  f 

Answer.  Ho  says  their  foces,  if  I  remember  aright,  were  disguised,  but  be^deecribestlrt 
covering  of  the  persons  as  an  overcoat.  How  for  tnat  would  be  a  disguise  I  oannetsay, 
although  he  describes  a  peculiar  trimming  which  makes  it  a  nnirorm,  if  I  neoBect 
aright,  a  border  to  the  cape  or  coat. 

Question,  I  understand  you  to  say,  Mr.  Day,*  that  there  is  a  general  indispoeitkm  in 
the  courts  to  convict  persons  of  homicides? 

Answer,  I  stated,  giving  at  the  same  time  the  peculiarities  of  the  indispoeitloii,  I 
think. 

QuesHon.  I  think  you  said  that  you  saw  no  difference  in  the  administration  of  etim- 
inal  justice,  where  homicides  were  committetl,  between  the  South  and  the  Nertlnresfet 

Answer,  I  stated,  or  intended  to  state  this :  that  I  thou^t  there  was  a  ^ispesi- 
tion  on  the  part  of  juries  to  palliate  offenses  where  a  colorame  aggressive  act  txrigfatM 
imputed  to  the  party  whose  life  was  taken  in  the  Northwest  and  in  the  South,  and  thivt, 
therefore,  it  was  more  difficult  to  punish  homicides  that  were,  under  the  law,  mntder. 
I  believe  that  to  be  true.    I  believe  the  fault  to  be  in  the  juries. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  mean  that  the  administration  of  criminal  laiw  in 
the  South  is  as  certain  as  it  is  in  the  Northwest  ? 

Afiewer,  Hardly  as  certain,  I  think. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  there  was  no  trouble  in  convicting  men,  bsoded 
together  for  the  purpose  of  committing  crime,  in  the  courts  of  North  Alabama. 

Answer.  I  say  that  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  trouble.  I  do  not  know  fiiat 
I  have  known  a  case  to  be  tried  and  the  issue  directly  made. 

Question.  Do  you  refer  now  to  the  State  courts  T 

Answer,  Tes,  sir,  and  the  Federal,  too,  as  to  their  disposition  to  punish  these  offisuseBL 

Question.  Have  you  over,  within  your  experience,  known  of  the  conviction  of  any  man 
who  was  charged  with  being  a  member  of  the  Ku-Klux  organisation,  and  witli  having 
committed  a  specific  crime  T 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not  think  that,  since  the  laws  passed  making  that  an  oflfense, 
charges  of  that  character  have  been  made  against  them  as  Kn-Klux. 

By  Mr.  Buckucy: 

Question,  Do  you  mean  the  State  laws  or  United  States  laws  T 

Ansicer.  The  State  laws.  I  do  not  now  remember  a  case.  I  do  not  think  one  ham 
come  within  my  knowledge,  though  it  might  have  occurred. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  have  been  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  things  in  tfaJA 
portion  of  Alabama  as  to  peace,  quiet,  and  order  since  1868  T 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir.  I  have  had  the  ordinacy  means  of  observation  that  all  citizeoA 
have. 

Qumtion.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  whether  you  believe  that,  as  far  back  as  December, 
186i9,  there  existed  a  *'  seoret  organization,  in  many  portions  of  this  State,  of  men  who, 
under  the  cover  of  masks  and  other  grotesqae  disguises,  armod  with  knives,  revolvQi% 
and  other  deadly  weapons,  issued  i^m  the  place  of  their  rendezvous,  in  bands  of  greater 
or  less  number,  on  foot  or  mounted  on  horses,  in  like  manner  disguised,  in  tho  late  boasa 
of  tho  night,  and  committed  violence  and  outrage  upon  peaceable  and  law-abiding  citi- 
zens, robbing  and  murdering  them  upon  the  highway,  and  entering  t^eir  houses,  taar- 
ing  them  from  their  homes  and  the  embraoe  of  their  families,  and  with  violence,  threafea, 
and  insults,  inflicting  on  them  the  most  cruel  and  inhuman  treatment.*'  Do  yon  be- 
lieve that  that  state  of  things  existed  in  Northern  Alabama  in  December,  1868  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not.  The  grounds  of  my  disbelief  it  nu^  be  proper  to  state.  I 
kno\Y  a  number  of  men  whom  I  believe  to  have  been  members  of  that  organization,  or 
97 horn  I  believe  to  have  been  cognisant  of  the  general  iaets  connected  with  the  omoki- 
sation,  and  from  my  general  oonversation  with  them,  as  men  whom  I  was  meetiagaaUy » 
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1  havo  been  led  to  bolievo  that  the  orgimization  did  not  exist  as  late  as  December,  1868. 
I  do  not  know  that  to  be  true,  but  that  is  my  belief.  It  is  very  j^robable  that  the  opin- 
ion is  not  entitled  to  great  weight  in  that  particular,  but  my  opinion  is  that,  as  an  or- 
ganization, it  did  not  exist  as  lat-e  as  that.    I  may  not  be  correct,  howevei*. 

(^uesUofi.  Yon  do  bolieve  it  existed  i>rior  to  that  time  in  Northern  Alabama  T 

Jmmver.  I  think  there  was  an  organization  existing  during  the  year  1867,  and,  per- 
haps, embody iug  a  portion  of  the  years  before  and  alter  that. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  organization  existed  about  the  time  of  the  presidential 
eltsction  in  18C8  f 

Ansicer.  When  was  that  election  ? 

Question,  That  election  was  in  November,  1868. 

Ansxcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  a  sample  of  that  organization  in  the  streets  of  Huntsville  at 
that  time  ? 

Ansxccr,  I  saw  a  portion  of  that  organization— I  think  it  was  in  the  summer  some 
time.  I  cannot  fix  tho  date,  for  that  escaped  my  mind>  but  I  saw  a  body  of  men  I  be- 
lieve to  be  a  portion  of  that  organization. 

Quesiwn.  Wbere? 

Answer,  Passing  tho  streets  of  Huntsville. 
^   Question.  What  errand  were  they  bound  ont 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.    They  came  into  town  and  rode  out  again. 

Question,  Wore  they  armed  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  with  pistols  and  shot-guns.     / 

Question,  Did  yon  seo  them  the  night  of  the  raid  committed  by  them  about  that  time  f 
^   Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Qncaiion,  Did  yon  see  a  body  of  Ku-Klux  here  about  the  time  of  the  presidential  elec- 
tion, or  when  a  political  meeting  was  held  in  this  court-house,  when  Senator  Spencer, 
Judge  Thurlow,  and  others  were  expected  to  speak  here  t 

AHsv;er,  I  saw  a  body  of  disguisc^d  men  ride  into  town  that  night  and  turn  about  and 
ride  ont  again. 

Question,  Tho  night  that  Judge  Thurlow  was  shot  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  their  horses  disguised  f 

Answer,  I  think  they  were. 

Question.  W^ere  they  armed  t 

An^we)',  1  think  they  were.  I  know  that  some  of  them  were ;  I  saw  the  pistols  in 
their  hands. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  they  belonged  to  the  Ku-Klux  organization  ? 

Answer.  It  was  my  opinion  at  the  time,  and  I  have  seen  no  reason  to  change  it. 

Question,  Thi;t  was  a  very  short  time  before  the  passage  of  this  act  of  December  26, 
1868  f 

Ansicer,  It  was  some  months  before.  The  exact  date  I  cannot  fix.  In  fact,  I  have 
no  means  of  ascertaining  the  dat«. 

Question.  I  will  ask  yon  now  to  look  at  the  law  of  Alabama,  approved  December  26, 
1868,  entitled  "  An  act  for  tho  suppression  of  secret  organizations  of  men  disguising 
themselves  for  the  purpose  of  committing  crimes  and  outrages,"  and  to  read  the  pream- 
ble of  the  act,  preliminary  to  a  question  which  I  want  to  ask  you. 

Answer,  [Examining  tho  act  submitted.]    I  have  read  it. 

Question.  Having  read  it,  I  now  repeat  the  question  whether  you  believe  that^  at  tho 
time  the  act  was  passed  containing  this  preamble^  the  facts  recited  in  the  proamble 
"Were  tme  T 

Answer,  My  belief  is  that  there  was  no  organization  called  the  Ku-Klnx  Klan  at  that 
time.    It  is  a  mere  belief  from  impressions  I  got. 

Question,  At  what  time  do  yon  say  this  Kn-Kl{ix  organization  dissolved  itself  or  was 
dissolved  f 

Answer.  1  cannot  assign  dates  to  it,  but  I  think  it  was  dissolved  in  the  summer  of 
1868. 

Question.  But  I  nnderstand  yon  to  admit  that,  in  the  sammer  of  1868,  yon  saw  a  band 
of  Kn-Klux  come  into  the  town  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  recollection. 

Question.  1  nnderstand  yon  to  say,  further,  that  in  November,  some  time  about  the 
time  of  the  Presidential  election,  you  saw  another  band  of  Ku-Klnx  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  about  the  time  of  the  presidential  election.  It  was 
about  the  time  of  a  political  meeting. 

Question,  Was  it  at  the  same  time  of  the  riot  f 

Answer,  It  was  at  the  time  Judge  Thurlow  was  killed. 

Question.  Do  you  call  the  transaotions  of  that  evening  a  eimple  homicide  or  a  riot  f 
I  wonld  like  to  get  your  idea  of  it. 
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AnBtoer,  I  think  that,  the  coadoftt  «f  tiM  parties  was  liotoiis. 

By  Mr.  Bucki.ey  : 

Question.  Did  not  that  riot^  as  you  term  it,  at  which  Jiidf:e  Thaiiow  was  shot,  ocem 
on  the  Saturday  night  procedins  the  Presidential  election  of  18681 

Ansvoer,  I  caunot  tell  really  the  dates— a  matter  that  escaped  my  mind.  I  do  not  re- 
member what  the  date  was.  If  it  did  occur  at  that  tiHEbe,  of  course  iny  testimony  re&n 
to  thatdato. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Queatian.  Now,  hayinc;  in  view  this  riot  or  riotons  proceeding,  as  you  have  denomi- 
nated it,  tho  entrance  of  this  baud  of  Ku-Klux  into  the  town  at  the  time  /udge  Tliar- 
low  was  killed,  I  repeat  tho  question,  whether  you  think  the  Ku-Klux  organizotioa 
had  an  existence  in  this  county  at  that  time. 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  it  had  as  i^  general  organization.  Whether  the  subdiTisioia 
of  the  orgauization,  or  whatevoir  it  may  have  been  styled,  maintained  their  local  finm 
or  not  I  do  not  know.    What  I  have  stated  are  my  opinioos  only. 

Question.  You  may  give  the  grounds  of  your  opinion. 

Answer.  It  was  from  general  rumor,  general  understanding.   Nothing  more. 

Question.  Perhaps  you  got  your  understanding  from  the  Ku-Klux  themselves  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  did. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  you  did  not  f 

Answc)'.  No,  sir.  \ 

Question.  Did  ^ou  know  who  the  members  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  were  f. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

QMfCstion.  You  were  then  liable  to  be  imposed  upon  as  to  that  fact  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  presume  I  was.  I  might  bo  the  subject  of  imposition  in  vanoos 
forms,  undoubtedly,  if  men  sought  to  effect  a  purpose  of  that  kind. 

Question,  Are  you  ac(|uaiuted  with  any  person  whom  you  know  to  have  belon^edto 
the  Ku-Klux  organization  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  whom  I  knew  to  bo  a  member  of  the  Ku-Klux. 
>     Question.  They  practiced  disguise  in  tiicir  sentiments  and  conversation  as  much  as  in 
their  costumes,  did  they  not  t 

Answer.  1  presume  they  did,  sir.  I  have  never,  in  a  conversation  with  any  one,  beaid 
him  say  that  he  was  a  Ku-Klux,  and  I  could  only  form  my  opinion  as  to  who  were  by 
the  general  character  and  standing  of  the  men,  and  from  the  general  character  at  ikm 
time  of  this  organization.  I  supposed  that  it  embraced  a  largo  portion  of  Uie  yoon^ 
men  of  the  country.    That  was  my  opinion  and  nnderstaudiug. 

Question.  If  this  organization,  known  as  the  Ku-Klux,  ceasetl  to  exist,  it  must  have 
been  at  a  particular  time;  when  was  that  timef 

Answer  I  really,  sir,  am  unable  to  fix  it.  I  have  stated  to  you  my  general  belief  in  re- 
gard to  the  matter.  In  that  I  may  be  erroneous.  I  tbink  that  tho  belief  £  have  stated 
was  generally  shared  in  the  community.    That  was  my  understanding.     It  w»s  the 

general  belief  in  the  community  at  the  time  this  Ku-Klux  company  rode  iiito  town  in 
[ovember,  when  Jud^e  Thurlow  was  killed.  I  do  not  remember  about  the  especial 
time,  but  my  recollection  is  that  there  was  a  general  belief  that  the  orgaoizatiou  was 
disbanded  in  the  early  fall  of  18G8. 

Question.  Whv  disbanded  at  that  time? 

Answa'.  1  really  am  unable  to  give  the  reasons  of  the  organization  or  disorgaiuM.ti(«. 

Question,  Disbanded  before  the  election  f 

Answer.  I  think  so,  sir.    That  is  my  recollectioii. 

Question,  Did  your  iuformants  give  you  no  reason  why  it  was  thus  disbanded  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  remember  that  I  had.  any  especial  informant.  My  information  wi» 
framed  irom  the. general  tenor  of  conversation  I  heard  at  the  time  in  regard  to  these 
matters 

QuseUon,  Did  you  not  hear  that  there  were  ^^reat  disturbances,  riots,  and  violence  at 
various  voting  places  in  the  fall  of  1868,  in  this  aud  in  other  States  f 

Answer,  My  general  recollection  is  that  there  were.    I  ooi^d  not  attempt  to  fix  them. 

Question.  You  remember  the  riot  at  New  Orleans,  I  suppose  ? 

Answer,  Yes.  sir^  I  have  ibrgotten  the  date. 

Question.  Likewise  serious  nets  in  Mississippi  f 

Answei'.  1  think  there  were.  Perhaps  it  was  in  Jackson.  I  have  a  general  recsl- 
lectiou  of  it.  I  remember  the  general  fact,  acquiring  my  information,  I  suppose,  ftook 
reading  the  newspapers  of  the  country  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  disturbaaoe  of  a 
riotous  character  at  the  time. 

Question.  Stilly  you  think  these  disturbauces  had  no  connection  with  the  Ku-Klox 
organizations  ? 

Answer.  1  have  no  reason  for  thinkius  they  had.    I  do  not  believe  they  had. 

Questi4m.  You  think  the  organization  liad  i>een  disbanded  before  ? 

Answei;  1  think  so,  sir. 
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Question,  Yoa  tbink  it  did  aot  exist  as  aa  instnuaeiit  to  influenoe  resaltB  in  the  elecs 
tiou  of  that  year  t 

Answer..  I  do  not  believe  there  was  au  organization  in  the  fall,  at  the  time  the 
presidential  election  occnrred ;  but  I  do  not  l^ow,  sir. 

Queatiou,  Ton  do  not  believe  there  ware  any  oombinations  existing  at  that  time  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  Union  men  from  voting  t 

Answer,  WeU,  I  cannot  say  acfto  that  time;  I  do  not  know  anythiDflr  about  it.  I  do 
not  know  in  regard  to  that,  sir ;  and  if  there  were  organizations  of  tnat  sort,  I  k«ow 
nothing  of  them.    I  have  no  means  of  information  on  tnat  subject. 

Question,  Did  you  read  the  republican  newspapers  about  that  peariod  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  they  not  full  of  charges  of  the  existence  of  such  organizations  f 

Answer,  I  tbink  there  were  many  charges  of  that  sort,  and  are  yet. 

Question,  Were  they  generally  denied  by  title  democratic  papers  t 

Answer,  I  think  they  were,  generally. 

QmsUem,  You  believed  the  ctomooratic  papers  rather  than  the  r^ubliean  T 

Answer,  In  the  first  place,  I  should  prefer  to  have  a  man  or  a  party  proven  guilty  of 
ae  grave  a  thing  before  t  would  accept  the  mere  assertion  of  guilt,  and  whatever  opin- 
ion I  entertained  would  be  one  that  would  be  framed  as  I  would  irame  any  opinon  in 
reference  to  a  general  fskot  that  might  exist  in  the  country  ;  and  I  shonla  not  be  apt 
to  accept  the  truth  of  an  allogation  of  that  sort  until  I  had  some  evidence  to  show  it  to 
be  true. 

Question,  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  you  discredit  the  new^Miper  statements 
purporting  to  give  accounts  of  riots  here  and  tiieref  You  do  not  believe  them  until 
yon  have  veri&d  them  by  some  satisfactory  evidence  f  • 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  say  that.  What  you  understood,  I  do  not  know.  That  is  not  my 
asDortion'at  alL 

Question,  I  do  not  know  that  I  understood  yonr  answer.  I  want  to  know  whether 
you  di^redited  the  statements  of  the  republican  press  in  the  fall  of  1866,  charging  the 
existence  of  combinations  of  men  to  intimidate  and  overawe  the  Union  men  in  the 
Southern  States  and  prevent  them  from  voting. 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  that  I  attach  either  credit  or  discredit  to  that.  Those  charges, 
or  charges  of  a  like  character,  are  frequently  here  made  through  the  southern  country 
to-day,  and  I  do  not  believe  tnat  they  exist,  and  I  might  perhaps  have  resardod  these 
allegations  as  being  more  probable  at  that  time  in  consequence,  perhaps,  oflocal  organ- 
izations or  cliques  that  were  more  violent  in  their  purposes  than  years  afterward 
w^ben  communities  have  receded  further  from  the  violent  tin»es  of  the  war.  But  the 
charges  are  made  to-day  as  they  were  then,  and  where  some  of 'them  may  be  true  to- 
day—I do  not  pretend  to  say — I  do  not  believe  the  general  fact  as  charged  to-day,  and 
I,  perhaps,  would  attach  as  much  credit  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other. 

Question,  When  you  read  the  account  of  the  great  riot  in  New  York,  in  186S,  did  you 
credit  that? 

Answer,  I  think  that  was  generally  conceded  by  all  parties. 

Question,  But  you  did  not  verify  it  by  your  own  observation  f 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question,  You  relied  wholly  on  jthe  newspaper  account  t 

Answer,  1  did. 

Question,  If  you  were  to  read  in  a  newspaper  to-day  of  a  not  in  niinois,  you  would 
credit  the  statement,  would  you  notT 

Answer,  I  probablv  would. 

(Question,  Do  I  still  understand  you  to  say  that  you  discredit  the  statements  of  which 
the  newspapers  were  full,  in  1868,  of  riots  at  various  points  in  the  Soathern  States, 
antecedent  to  or  about  the  time  of  the  election  t 

Answer,  All  that  I  sav  in  that  particular  is  this :  that  the  allegations  of  a  violent 
and  I  believe  unscrupulous  partisan  press  as  exists  in  the  country  to-day,  I  am  not 
inclined  to  give  credit  to  without  some  further  evidence  of  the  gudt  and  felony  that 
they  profess  to  charge  upon  their  opponents.    That  is  all  I  desire  to  say. 

Question,  When  you  refer  to  the  imscmpulousness  of  the  press,  do  you  refer  to  the 
republican  press  f 

Answer.  I  refer  to  whatever  press  is  unscrnpulous,  but  I  think  there  is  very  much  ifi 
both^  probably.  But  I  make  the  statement  general  in  reference  to  allegations— in 
reference  to  the  credit  I  would  give  to  charges  in  the  newspapero  against  men,  of 
violence  or  of  felony. 

Question.  Then  you  think  the  men  who  enacted  this  law  in  Decesiiber,  1866,  were 
misinformed  and  wholly  mistaken  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  tm^gs  here  in  Ala- 
bama f 

Answer.  I  have  stated  my  belief  that  there  was  no  general  organization,  no  organi- 
zation of  what  was  popularly  known  as  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  at  that  time.  Whatever 
of  a  local  character  there  may  have  been,  I  do  not  know,  beoauae  I  think  violence  ia 
disguise  has  been  oonmiitted  sinae. 


602    CONDITION  OP  APFAIKS  IN  THE  SOUtHERN  STATES. 

»  QuegHon,  Perhaps  this  organization  I  hav«  been  speaking  of  as  the  Kn-Elux  organi- 
zation has  changed  its  name,  or  gone  by  some  other  name  since  that  time.  What  is 
the  fact  T 

Answer.  I  have  heard  no  change  of  name  imputed  to  it. 

QK€9iion.  Have  yon  ever  heam  of  this  secret  organization  being  denominate  by 
any  other  name  than  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer,  I  have  not,  sir. 

Question,  Have  yoa  ever  heard  of  the  Invisible  Circle  in  this  State  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Of  the  Knights  of  the  White  CameliaT 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  of  ever  having  heard  the  words  before. 

Question,  Of  the  Constitntioual  Union  Guards  t 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  it. 

Question,  You  never  heard  of  an  organization  of  that  namet 

Answer,  No.  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  an  organization  known  as  the  White  Brotherhood  T 

'Answer.  Not  that  I  remember  of,  sir. 

Question,  About  what  was  the  number  of  disguised  men  that  rode  into  town  at  tiie 
time  Judge  Thurlow  was  killed  f 

Ansvjer.  Well,  sir ;  I  should  think  there  were  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty.    It  is  Jiuite  difficult  to  judge  of  a  body  of  mounted  men. 

QuesHon.  Were  their  horses  disguised  T 

Answer.  I  think  they  were. 

Question.  Were  the  costumes  or  uniform  of  the  men  similar  f 

Answer,  1  think  they  were.    They  were  all  white, 

QuesHon,  Did  they  seem  to  have  a  leader  t 

Anstcer,  I  saw  no  evidences  of  a  leader.  I  heard  some  one  afterward  alleging  tbt 
fEtct  that  he  hoard  an  order  given. 

Question,  Did  they  seem  to  obey  one  leader? 

Answer.  They  were  merely  marching  across  the  street  when  I  saw  them.    One  man 
was  riding  in  front.    There  was  no  occasion  for  the  Issuing  of  orders.    Whether  any 
one  had  authority  to  issue  them  or  not,  I  cannot  say.    I  presume  that  there  was. 
'     Question.  What  do  you  think  of  this  body  of  men ;  were  they  part  of  a  secret  organ- 
ization f 

Answer,  That  was  my  opinion,  that  they  were  a  secret  body  of  men  organ- 
ized together. 

Question.  For  what  purpose  did  you  believe  they  were  banded  together! 

Answer.  I  had  very  little  idea  at  that  time,  and  I  think  there  was  very  little  known  of 
their  purpose  ;  but  I  think  the  general  understanding,  the  popular  understanding  of 
their  purpose,  was  that  it  was  to  prevent  disorder  and  violence. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  that  their  purpose  was  to  supersede  the  ordinary  fane- 
tion  of  the  courts  to  prevent  disorder  and  violence  T 

Answer.  My  understanding  was,  that  men  might  commit  such  offenses  as  would  te- 
suit  in  punishment  by  that  organization,  especially  if  these  offenses  Were  not  takes 
cognizance  of  by  the  courts. 

Question.  But  you  hav6  represented  the  condition  of  things  here  in  the  courts  as  alto- 
gether  lovely,  and  that  there  was  no  difficulty  at  all  in  obtaining  redress  in  the  conrts 
of  justice.  Why,  then,  was  there  necessity'  for  an  organization  outside  of  the  comtB  to 
administer  justice  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  spoken  of  the  courts  of  1867  and  1868  at  aU. 

QuesHon,  I  ^pi  speaking  now  of  the  fall  of  1868,  when  Judge  Thurlow  was  mnrdeied, 
and  when  this  band,  whether  Ku-Klnx  or  by  whatever  name  they  should  be  styled, 
appeared  in  the  streets  of  this  city.  Were  your  courts  in  organization  and  in  full 
ration  at  that  time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  they  were. 

QuesUon,  Was  there  any  trouble  in  redressing  grievances  in  those  courts  f 

Answer,  How  it  was  outside  of  this  immediate  section  of  the  country  I  do  not 
but  our  courts  in  this  county  were  not  doing  much  at  that  time ;  very  little. 

Question.  Was  justice  administered  by  these  bands  of  disguised  men  generally  at  tbe 
timet 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  was.  I  do  not  remember  of  any  particular  case.  Thet 
were  killings.  I  do  not  remember  any  in  this  immediate  country  here,  but  genoal  re- 
ports in  these  particulars ;  so  far  as  their  efforts  went  to  supersede  courts  of  jos^R^ 
I  do  not  remember  any  special  attempt  of  the  kind.  I  speak  of  the  c^enotal  impxeaafaft 
in  the  country  in  regard  to  this  organization,  and  I  do  not  know  thaFl  con  sahetaMBte 
that  impression  by  any  instance.  I  am  giving  you  the  general  impression  of  the  e«ai- 
try  as  fairly  as  I  can  remember  it. 

Question,  I  understand  you  to  express  the  opinion  that  this  organization,  whatetv? 
•t  was,  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  administering  Justice  in  that  clasBof 
which  the  court  did  not  take  cognizance.    Am  I  right  in  that  t 
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Anmer,  I  meant  to  say  it  was  understood  that  offenses  might  arise  in  which,  if  the 
courts  of  justice  failed  through  indisposition  or  inahility  to  reach  them^  it  mieht  result 
in  the  punishment  of  these  men  by  this  organization.    Thai  was  the  general  opinion. 

Question,  Will  you  tell  me  what  ofienses  existed  in  the  community  that  the  powers 
of  the  courts  were  ineffectual  to  reach  or  correct  f 

Ansftcer,  As  an  illustration  of  what  I  mean,  I  would  say  that  a  killing  might  occur  in 
which  in  the  popular  mind  there  might  be  a  poeitiTe  belief  of  the  ^uilt  of  the  party,  but 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  making  proo^  parties  could  not  be  punished  for  it.  I  believe 
that  these  parties  might  be  punished  by  this  organization  under  that  state  of  facts. 

Quesiion.  It  is  your  opinion,  then,  that  the  functions  of  this  organization  were  limited 
to  cases  of  homicide  where  evidenco  would  be  insufficient  to  oonvict  in  a  court  of  Jus- 
tice t 

Anstcer.  I  think  not,  sir.    I  use  that  merely  as  an  illustration. 

Question,  What  other  offenses  were  included  in  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Ku-Klux  or- 
ganization f 

Answer.  1  think  there  were  many  disorders ;  I  think  that  theft,  and  arson,  and  many 
violences  common  to  communities  might  have  been  punished  by  these  men. 

Question.  Were  not  theft  and  arson  punished  in  your  court  f  Was  there  any  diffi- 
culty in  punishing  such  offenders  T 

Ansxcer.  I  reckon  not,  if  they  could  have  been  caught  and  the  proof  made. 

Question.  Then,  where  the  necessity  for  this  organization  f 

Answer.  It  is  difficult  to  ^ve  illustrations  of  uiose  particular  and  peculiar  cases  in 
which  popular  opinion  assi^ed  to  these  men  a  hand  in  punishment ;  but  I  simply 
give  these  cases  as  illustrativ6  of  what  I  believe  was  the  popular  impression  as  to  the 
organization  at  the  time.  I  simply  desire  to  illustrate  by  these  expressions  what  I  un- 
derstood to  be  the  purpose  of  the  organization  at  that  time. 

Question,  I  suppose  this  Ku-Klux  organization  gave  a  man  a  fair  trial  and  a  fair 
opportunity*  to  prove  his  innocence  t 

Answer.  1  really  do  not  know.  I  have  not  the  means  of  knowing  what  the  machinery 
of  the  organization  was,  or  its  method  of  administration. 

Question.  You  have  no  information  on  that  subject?  . 

Answer.  No  information  on  that  subject;  in  fact^  I  was  not  a  Ku-Klu£,  and  am  en- 
deavoring to  state,  in  response  to  your  questions,  as  fairly  as  I  can,  what  the  popular 
impression  was  in  regard  to  that  oiganization,  as  I  understood  it  at  the  time. 

Question.  Was  it  the  popular  impression  that  this  Ku-Klux  organization  meted  out 
justice  generally  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  that  that  opinion  depended  very  much  upon  whether  the  party 
rendering  it  symj^athized  with  them  or  did  not  sympathize  with  them. 

Question,  That  is  to  say.  his  punishment  dependea  upon  the  fact  that  he  either  sym- 
pathized with  them  or  aia  not  T 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  meant  to  say  that  the  general  opinion  as  to  whether  they  would 
do  Jostice  or  would  not  do  justice  depended  ujpon  the  fact  as  to  whether  the  sympathies 
of  the  party  rendering  the  opinion  were  with  the  Ku-Klux  organization;  in  other 
words,  those  who  were  enemies  of  the  organization  charged  them  with  acts  of  violence 
and  injustice,  and  those  who  were  friendly  to  the  organization,  or  personal  constituents 
of  it,  would  hold  the  other  opinion.    That  was  my  general  understanding.^ 

Quesiion.  You  conversed  with  both  friends  and  enemies  of  this  oiganization  T 

Answei\  I  have  both  heard  men  express  sympathy  and  men  express  animosity. 

Question,  Had  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  those  who  expressed  themselves  in  a 
fi^endly  manner  toward  the  objects  of  this  organization  belonged  to  it  themselves  T 

Answer.  No,  sir :  I  had  no  means  of  knowing.  I  never  had  any  means  of  knowing 
any  individual  wno  was  a  member  of  the  organization. 

Question.  Did  these  friends  of  the  Ku-Klux  proceedings  or  those  who  souffht  to  justify 
tho  Ku-Klux  ever  inform  you  as  to  the  plan  upon  which  they  proceed  when  about  to 
lynch  a  man  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  understand  that  they  ever  had  anything  like  a  trial,  either  with 
Ibe  accused  present  or  in  his  absence T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  understood  it  was  carried  to  that  extent. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  know  mistakes  made  by  the  Ku-Klux  organization  in  the 
punishment  they  inflicted  t 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  the  whole  organization  is  a  mistake,  so  far  as  that  is  oonoemed, 
and  if  yon  refer  to  any  case  where  they  undertook  to  administer  individual  judgment, 
X,  from  my  own  stand-point,  think  that  every  attempt  of  this  kind  to  vindicate  order 
or*  punish  offenses  was  an  offense  in  itself  correspondmg  in  violence  to  that  of  an  indi- 
-V  iciual  doing  the  same  thing. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  case  of  men  being  punished  on  aoconnt  of  obnox- 
ioas  sentiments  by  this  Ku-Klux  order  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  remember  any  individual  case.  I  remember  the  frequent  allega- 
^ons  through  the  press  of  occurrences  of  that  character,  but  any  individu£j  case  I  do 
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not  Tec$i\  DOW,  and  I  do  not  think  any  haye  been  alleged  Iwre,  altbovii^  tiiey  imj 
have  been.    I  ^>eak  only  A*om  ipdistinot  recolleotion. 

09e$Hon,  Did  yoa  ever  hear  any  cases  of  men  being  Kn-KIoxed  becaose  tbej  wtst 
innaentiid,  leading  republicans  or  radicals,  as  they  are  called  here? 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  any  case  in  this  ooonty. 

QwetiioH,  Ton  never  heard  of  any  f 

Antwer.  1  remember  only  the  allegationfi  of  the  press  in  that  particular,  which  hav« 
been  frequent— very  frequent. 

QueMon,  Ton  distrusted  the  oorreetness  of  the  statements  you  T«ad  in  the  nenv- 
papers  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  thought  it  might  be  true  and  might  not.  I  treated  it  aa  I  would 
any  allegations,  mr.    It  might  bi  true  and  might  not. 

(At  1  Jo  p.  m.  the  committee  took  a  recess  until  half  past  2  o'clock,  when  iho  exsm- 
ination  of  uie  witness,  Lionel  W.  Di^,  was  resumed,  as  ibllows :) 

By  the  CsaibmaH  : 

QueBtUm,  With  which  part^  do  you  affiliate  at  this  time  T 

Antmer,  I  have  voted  but  once  In  the  State  of  Alabama ;  I  then  voted  for  the  demo- 
cratic nominee. 

Question,  When  was  that! 

Answer,  That  was  in  the  last  State  election,  last  falL 

QmestUm,  Have  you  ever  been  a  delegate  to  any  democratic  convention  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  I  was  a  delegate  to  a  convention  hplden  at  OadsdeD  before  the 
last  congressional  election,  before  the  election  of  Judge  Dox,  at  which  oonventioQ  he 
Was  nominated. 

Qnestion,  Did  you  compete  with  Mr.  Dox  at  that  convention  fbr  ^le  noMnatioQ  tb 
Congresst 

Answer,  I  did  not. 

Queti^en  Was  your  name  presented  to  the  eoaveirtion  t* 

Answer,  It  was  not. 

Question,  Ton  had  no  aspirations  that  wayf 

Answer,  My  name  was  mentioned  by  some  gentlemen  from  Huntsvilie,  but  never 
need  or  considered  in  competition  with  Judge  Dox. 

Question,  Was  your  name  presented  with  your  approbation  t 

Answer,  It  was  not  presented  at  all  to  the  convention. 

Question,  Tou  were  not  an  aspirant,  I  understand  you  f  . 

Answer,  I  stated  this  in  regard  to  that  matter,  that  I  was  not  an  aspirant  and  did  not 
desire  the  nomination.  It  was  suggested  by  some  parties  that  my  noadnation  perkapi 
would  be  a  proper  and  advantaffcous  one  politically,  and  I  stated  to  whoever  nawifMl 
it  to  me  that  I  was  utterly  indinerent  as  to  whether  I  was  nmninated  or  not.  But  I 
did  not  desire  the  position,  and  never  have. 

(Question.  How  has  it  happened  that  you  have  never  voted  during^  yoor  five  ynsarf 
residence  In  Alabama? 

Answer,  I  never  have  registered. 

Question,  When  did  you  register  f 

Answer,  That  is  of  record  in  the  probate  Judge's  office.  When  was  the  eieoticHi  Inrt 
last  for  Bepresentativef 

Mr.  BucKLBT.  In  November  last. 

The  Witness.  I  think  perhaps  I  might  have  registaied  in  October.  My  resMn  fcs 
registering  especially  was,  I  had  permnal  friends  in  the  oounty  canvass  for  wbau  I 
desired  to  rote,  and  to  whom,  fbr  personal  reasons,  I  desired  to  reader  aid* 

By  the  Chathman  : 

QmsUon,  Did  yon  vote  ^e  entire  dettOOMtic  ticket  t 
Answer,  I  think  I  did. 

3y  Mr.  BuGKLBir : 

Question,  Did  you  have  objection  to  registerin]g  before  thait  date  t 

Answer.  I  had  bad  some  doubts  as  to  the  constrnetion  of  the  oath  embodied  in  the 
constitution  of  the  State. 

Question,  Tou  mean  the  oath  in  which  a  person  promises  act  to  interfere  with  the 
political  riffbts  of  other  nersonst 

Answen  Yes,  sir.  I  had  doubts  of  this  character,  as  to  whetiber  it  bound  a  man  abso- 
lutely to  the  pursuit  of  that  political  £aith ;  whether  he  thought  the  uecep^ties  cCths 
times  reqnived  him  to  change— compelled  him  to  change— his  opinions  as  to  the-qnee- 
tion  of  negro  sof&age.  That  was  my  doubt  in  the  matter*  I  hestoAed  over  thaL  I 
finally  came  to  this  oonolusion :  that  the  oath  was  a  {Murt  of  the  conatitntion  af  th^ 
State,  and  it  bound  the  citizens  in  its  observanoe  only  so  kwg  as  it  was  a  fmnatitutiw 
of  the  State,  and  that  he  had  the  right,  if  he  saw  fit,  to  <^ppoee  the  pc^y  aphnl4inf 
tills  negro  suffrage,  if  he  saw  fit^  aSer  taking  that  oatk  That  waa  mv  snncinsisB^ 
finally. 
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By  the  Chairbian  : 

Question,  Are  yoo  opposed  to  B^;ro  snf&aige  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  am  in  doabt  as  to  whether  negro  soffirage  is  a  greater  disadvan* 
tage  to  the  coantrv  at  large  than  the  former  system  of  white  sttflfrago,  which  was  nni« 
versa] ;  hut  as  sufrage  stands  in  the  political  organization  of  this  State  to-day,  I  can- 
not say  that  I  am  opposed  to  it.  I  am  opposed  to  it  only  in  this  sense,  that  I  am  op- 
posed to' iitti venal  snffiiage  under  any  state  of  &et& 

Question,  How  would  you  limit  it  f 

Anstcer,  I  would  limit  it  by  an  educational  and  property  qnalifieation.  That  is  my 
private  view. 

QneeUimi  Ton  would  combine  both  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  would  represent  intelUgenee  and  property  bo4^  in  the  elective 
franehisefr  of  the  oonntcy. 

Question.  Wonld  yon  have  white  suffira^  qualified  in  the  same  manner  f 

Aneiosr.  Yes,  sir.    I  believe  that  impartial  snffirage  is  the  correct  theory. 

Question.  What  do  yon  mean  by  impartial  f 

Answer.  Impartial  so  for  ae  race  and  color  are  concerned. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Would  3roa  deprive  white  men  that  have  exercised  the  elective  franchise 
at  a  former  period  of  their  life  of  their  franchise  now  T 

An»icei\  I  would  not  agitate,  if  I  could,  the  deprivation  of  any  white  man's  right 
to  vote,  but  I  do  not  believe  that  the  foundation  of  universal  simrage  for  a  govern- 
ment is  a  safe  one. 

By  the  Chairman  : . 

Question.  How  much  property  do  yoil  think  a  man  shonld  own  to  be  qualified  to 
vote? 

Anstcer.  Well,  so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  I  would  simply  make  his  interest  sufficient 
to  make  him  conservative  of  the  material  interesto  of  the  country. 

Question.  You  would  have  him  a  land-holder  f 

Aumoer.  Nc»,  sir;  I  do  B«t  think  I  would.  I  do  not  think  it  is  considered  material  by 
those  who  agitate  the  queation  of  property  representation  that  the  electors  should  be 
holders  of  the  soil. 

Question.  I  would  be  g^  to  have  your  opinion  as  to  how  much  prox>erty  a  man 
should  own  before  he  should  exercise  the  privileg^ee  of  voting. 

Anmoer.  I  believe  in  some  States  there  have  existed  property  qualifications.  What 
the  variety  of  judgment  ha*  been,  as  determined  by  the  statute  of  these  States,  I  do  not 
new  remember. 

Queetiotu  I  am  asking  fos  your  own  opinion. 

An8u>er.  Well,  I  am  not  prepared  to  specify  any  amount  that  I  know  of.  I  should 
thiDk  that  such  an  interest  in  the  property  of  the  country  as  would  require  conserva- 
tism in  maintaining  order  and  peace  in  the  community,  from  motives  of  personal 
iuterest,  would  answer  the  ends  of  that  theory.    I  can  hardly  ^[>eclfy  ihi  amount. 

Queetion.  Yon  spoke  of  having  voted  last  fall  wit^  the  democratic  party ;  are  ynu 
in  the  coufidenoe  oi  that  party  in  this  community  t 

AMOwer.  Well,  sir ;  I  consider  I  have  the  coi^dence  of  the  honest  nen  in  this  commu- 
nity. 

QtmtUm.  Of  tbediemooratiepar^f 

Armoer.  Yes,  sir;  of  the  demoovatie  pairiy,  atnd  I  think,  peihaps,  of  the  republicans 
personally,  but  not  in  a  political  sense  f 

Question.  Not  in  a  political  sense  T 

Aneiver.  Not  in  a  political  sense,  I  presume,  of  the  republican  men  of  the  community: 
probably  not,  because  they  know  my  conservB^ve  tendency,  and  it  would  be  unnatural 
tbat  there  should  be  a  bestowal  of  confidence  under  that  state  of  fiicts.  I  would  not 
seek  it,  and  would  not  desire  it. 

QueoUon.  What  are  the  present  views  of  l^e  democratic  party  in  this  part  of  the 
State  of  Alabama  in  relation  to  negro  suifrage  f 

Anmoer,  Well,  sir,  I  think  that  ii  the  question  of  negro  sufihige  were  submitted  to 
tbe  determination  of  those  democrats  tbat  control  public  sentiment  in  Madison  County 
to-day,  it  would  not  be  disturbed.  I  have  a  very  decided  l>elief  that  it  would  not.  I 
bave  heard  many  of  them  express  their  opinions  to  that  effect. 

QucetUm.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  a  hearty  acquiescence  in  the  fifteenth  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  on  the  part  of  the  democratic  party  in 
tills  county  f 

Anewer.  I  think  that  titers  is  this  acquiescence:  that  which  is  yielded  by  men  who 
d«aire  to  obey  the  ascertaified  and  settled  laws  of  the  land  in  regard  to  suffrage  or  any- 
thing else,  and  I  think  that  the  general  belief  in  this  community  is,  that  nesro  suffrage 
is  incorporated  into  the  organic  law  of  the  land^that  the  franchise  cannotiie  diverted 
fronn  tbs  colored  race  without  revolutionary  efforts,  and  that  they  do  not  desire  any 
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disturbance  of  the  sort,  and  will  not  labor  to  that  end  nnder  that  state  of  facts.  I  be- 
lieve that  is  the  oyerwhelming  sentiment,  not  only  In  Madison  County,  bnt  thronghont 
the  Tennessee  Ystlley,  which  embraces  the  preponderance  of  intelligenoe  and  nombeis 
in  these  northern  coonties. 

By  ^Ir.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Are  these  views  advocated  by  the  democratio  press  in  this  county? 

Anstper.  I  think  there  is  a  division.  The  Hnntsville  Democrat,  I  believe,  ift  not  in 
favor  of  an  avowed  acquiescence. 

QuesUon.  Is  it  ''new  departure"  in  its  tendencies f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  is  not.  It  is  not  in  favor  of  an  acquiescence  with  the  theory  of 
the  "  new  departure/'  for  ^is  reason :  that  he  eonoeiyes  tnat  such  aoqaieeoextee  would 
commit  the  democratic  party  to  the  theories  of  the  republican  party,  whi^  h^  op- 
poses ;  that  it  would  so  far  commit  it  that  it  would  not  only  be  an  indorseiBeiit  of  tibe 
status  of  affairs  now,  but  would  place  the  demooratie  party  in  the  position  of  Advo- 
cating those  measures  de  novOf  provided  they  did  not  n<>w  exist. 

Queetion.  Is  uot  that  the  leaaing  organ  of  your  parly  here  f 

Answer.  The  Hnntsville  Democrat  f 

Quevtion^  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  Well,  the  Hnntsville  Independent  has  lately  been  sold  oat,  I  befieve;  I 
think  that  Mr.  Clay  represents  a  very  decided  minority  on  that  issue. 

Question,  Does  not  his  paper  have  the  largest  circulation  in  the  county  f 

Anstoer,  1  do  not  know  the  figures.    I  can  ascertain^  if  neoessary. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Is  there  a  general  recognition  by  the  democratio  party  in  this  part  of  Ala- 
bama of  the  reeonstruction  measures  as  oonstitutioBal  and  talid  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  there  is  any  question  about  it.  I  do  not  think  auy  questfon 
is  made  on  it.    I  hear  of  none. 

Question,  When  did  the  change  occur  in  the  views  of  the  demoeratio  party  is  tba 
part  of  the  State  f 

Answer,  I  understand:  the  political  view  in  this  omintry  to  be  ttiis :  that  while  thej 
believe  that  the  measures  of  Congress  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  Sontiiera  Steitf 
were,  in  many  respects,  unconstitutional ;  while  the  amendments  were  adopted  with  * 
certain  degree  of  arbitrary  force  by  the  Congress,  deteiminiog  what  was  a  BtaCe  aod 
what  was  not,  at  pleasure,  yet  these  acts  have  passed  into  law,  and  being  reoogntzied 
by  tii»  political  department  of  tha  Goverotnent  as  a  part  of  the  Constitutioa  of  the 
uuited  States,  that  they  are  in  fact  a  part  of  the  Constitution,  and  they  can  only  be 
set  aside  by  the  employmeojb  of  the  same  means  that  were  used  in  their  instttatkm. 
Tliat,  I  think,  is  the  general  sentiment  of  the  demooratsi^o  are  leading  in  this  oeoaty 
now. 

Question,  Were  the  views  of  General  Blair,  as  expressed  in  his  letter  to  Coionel  Brod- 
head,  in  July,  1868,  upon  the  eve  of  the  democratio  oonv«Btion  at  New  York,  geoflOLUy 
approved  hy  the  democratio  party  here  f 

Answer.  1  think  they  were  generally  regarded  as  telling  the  truth  in  spifit.  The 
technicalities  of  the  case  may  luive  ohaaged  their  aspeoU  Tbey  came  with  mn  Inawr  <d 
party.  I  think  they  were  generally  regarded,  however,  as  being  revolatioiutfy  in 
their  tendencies. 

Question.  Did  he  not  in  that  letter  declare  his  opinion  to  be  4bat  these  reconstrMtioa 
measures  were  unoonstitational,  revolutionary,  and  Toid  f 

Answer,  I  think  he  did. 

Question.  You  say  there  was  a  general  acquiescence  by  the  democratio  party  ia  this 
p^t  of  the  oountry  in  that  statement  f 

Ansu}er.  I  think  men  generally  believed  that  these  measores  were  the  resolt  of 
sanship  and  were  outside  of  the  Constitution,  and  I  think  they  quoted  Mr. 
authority  on  the  subject  generally. 

Question,  When  did  the  views  of  the  democratic  party  undergo  a  change  cm  tiut 
subject  t 

Answtn',  1  think  tbey  underwent  a  change  when  the  ifteenth  amendment  ksA 
ri[>cned  these  measures  into  the  form  of  organic  law.  When  they  found  it  had  paoei 
into  an  irrepealable  form  excex>t  by  revolutionary  means^  they  determioed  to  enbnit  i^ 
it,  although  it  embodied  sentiments  they  would  uot  ha^e  regarded  as  binditig^exe^  » 
part  of  i&  Constitution. 

Question,  Are  the  democrats  here  in  favor  of  what  is  known  as  the  **  new  depsrtner 

Answer.  In  this  county  at  the  last  election  but  one  fbr  the  legislature,  the  Tsjnrir 
for  the  republicans  was  three  hundred,  I  think.  In  the  laat  election  the  memlwr  odW- 
catiug  the  ^'  new  departure'^  was  elected  by  nine  hundred  majority,  leading  lua  tiefci^ 
I  think  one  hundred  votes. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  When  was  that  election  f 
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Answer,  LaetfaU. 

Quesihii,  Waa  not  that  before  "  new  departure "  ccune  npf 

Anawet\  O,  no,  bit. 

By  tho  Chaibman  : 

QitesiiaH,  Did  not  that  "  new  departure  "  movement  ooenr  in  tiie  spring  of  the  present 
year? 

Answer,  The  "new  departure^  has  been  advocated  in  this  part  of  the  country  by  the 
gentleman  to  whom  I  refer  who  was  elected  to  the  legislature,  to  my  certain  knowl- 
edgo,  since  a  year  ago  last  winter ;  for  several  of  the  editorials  I  read  before  they  wore 
published. 

QneiUQn,  The  same  movement  as  advocated  by  Mr.  VoUaadigbam  I 

Anatfior,  Yes,  sir.  Tho  prominenco  given  to  it  by  his  advocacy  did  not  make  it  an 
original  proposition  with  him.    It  was  held  before  he  took  hold  of  it. 

(^teHiion*  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  democratic  party  in  this  portion  of  Ala- 
bama is  at  this  time  heartily  in  favor  of  this  "  new  departure  "  movement  f 

Answer.  By  heartily,  I  am  nnable  to  sav  what  the  question  means ;  but  I  think  that 
the  nominees  on  that  platform  will  be  elected.  I  think  that  that  was  the  sentiment 
throughout  the  State,  and  I  am  quite  certain  from  those  in  the  confidence  of  Gk>vemor 
Lindsay  that  he  is  in  favor  of  tho  **  new  departure,^'  and  opposed  to  any  fdrther  asita- 
tiou  of  the  question  of  negro  hulTra^o.  Ho  assigns  tho  reason  given  by  the  bulk  of 
those  who  favor  the  "  new  di  porture,''  that  it  is  the  organic  law,  and  it  would  be  revo- 
lutionary to  attempt  to  overcuia  it. 

QuesUan.  Are  the  democratic  party  hero  at  this  time  in  favor  of  the  fifteenth  amend- 
ment as  a  finality  not  to  be  disturbed  T 

Ansvier.  I  have  no  doubt  in  roy  mind  but  what  they  are. 

QuestUm.  You  are  of  opinion  that  if  the  democratic  party  were  installed  in  power,  no 
effort  would  be  made  to  repeal  that  part  of  the  Constitution  t 

Answci'.  I  am  most  decidedly  of  that  opinion. 

QneaHom.  I  onderstand  you  to  say  that  men  coming  from  the  northern  and  western 
States  are  well  treated  here  without  exception  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  whether  I  have  stated  anything  in  le^tard  to  exceptions. 
I  stated  this :  that  I  knew  of  no  cases  in  which  they  had  been  intertered  with. 

Question*  Then  there  are  no  exceptions  to  the  civil  treatment  of  men  coming  from 
tho  northeiii  and  western  States  f 

Answer,  None  that  I  know  oi. 

Question,  About  how  many  residents  have  you  in  this  county  of  Madison,  from  the 
northern  and  western  States,  who  came  since  the  war  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  state  positively,  although  I  heard  some  gentleman  who  professed 
to  st^,  and  whose  name  I  have  forgotten,  though  it  came  to  me  with  some  air  of 
authority,  that  there  were  betweon  eighty  and  one  nundred  men  in  the  county  who  had 
come  here. 

Question*  Bo  those  men  generally  affiliate  with  t^e  republican  or  democratic  party  f 

Ansicer.  I  think  there  is  a  division.  My  impression  is  that  perhi^  a  minority  of 
them  affiliate  with  the  republican  party.  • 

QuesUon,  Are  they  bold  and  ontspoken  in  the  expression  of  their  opinions  f 

Answer,  I  think  they  are  aggresdve. 

Question,  What  do  you  mean  by  aggiessivef 

Answer.  That  they  are  inclined  to  assert  them  with  a  certain  air  of  obtrusion. 

Question,  Obtrusion?  Has  not  every  man  in  this  oountry  the  right  to  express  his 
opinion  on  all  questions  at  all  times  and  places  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  and  I  oso  the  word  *' obtrusion'^  in  the  sense  of  opposition  to  the 
repression  of  their  sentiments.  I  think  that  men  in  this  county — they  have  had  a  ma- 
jority ber&— have  been  esoessively  bold  and  outspoken,  £ree  and  undisguised  in  the 
iussertion  and  averment  of  their  political  sentiments.  I  have  yet  to  know  of  one  man, 
if  my  memory  serves  me  aright,  who  has  been  interfered  with. 

Question,  Why  then  do  you  say  this  expression  has  been  obtrusive  T 

Answer,  1  have  stated  why.  I  used  it  in  opposition  to  repression,  as  yon  seemed  to 
inquiro  whether  men  have  been  compelled  to  repress  their  political  sentimentB.  I 
fiay  they  have  been  bold-H»btrusive. 

Qiustion,  You  do  noc  mean  offensively  obtrusive  f 

^diMifer.  0,no,  sir;  not  at  alL  • 

Question.  What  means  have  you  of  knowing  that  there  is  no  sense  of  insecurity  felt 
l>y.  northern  men  in  tins  community  t 

Answer,  I  know  lai^e  nnmiiera  of  them,  and  I  know  of  no  case  of  complaint,  and  the 

'xkoathem  populatiou  nere  are  Tory  ready  to  eomplaiu  of  any  want  of  notice  or  atten- 

i:ion,  and  are  sensitive  upon  tho  subject  of  their  relation  with  the  people  here,  and  for 

t:hat  reason  I  think  that,  if  that  state  of  facts  suggested  in  the  qnesti^A  had  loisted, 

X  should  have  known  it.    That  is  substantially  my  reason. 

Question.  Are  northern  men  treated  upon  terms  of  social  equality  here  t 
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Jnmoer.  Well,  I  reckon  that  they  follow  the  nile  of  hamanity  eirerywhere ;  they  iid 
their  level.  I  have  seen  ni^  divergence  &om  the  role.  A  man  who  is  a  geotieman 
will  receive  the  civilities  of  a  gentleman.  A  man  who  is  not,  will  asaign  himBolf  to  his 
proper  relations.  I  think  that  is  themle  here,  as  in  all  other  commnuities  I  have  heen 
in.    It  is  a  mere  anestion  of  social  gravitation. 

QneHion,  Ton  think,  then,  that  no  distinction  is  made  in  this  oommnnity  in  a  man's 
treatment  on  account  of  the  place  of  his  nativity  t 

Answer,  I  think  this,  that  a  man  who  comes  here  from  the  North  is  inil3({eet  to  a 
closer  scrutiny,  in  regard  to  his  character  and  standing  generally,  than,  perluqps,  he 
might  be  under  other  facts;  and  I  think  farther,  that  that  disposition  on  the  psit 
of  this  community  here — ^I  cannot  speak  for  any  other  southern  community — td  invcsli- 
gato  closely  the  character  of  men  who  appear  here,  has  been  stimolated  by  the  fatt 
Sitt  many  men  have  floated  in  that  have  been  loft  behind  by  the  Army,  whose  eon- 
duct  lubB  reasonably  and  properly  put  such  communities  upon  their  inqnirv  as  to  tiJuir 
ch^^cter,  and  wopud  put  northern  communities,  under  the  same  state  of  fntcts,  npon 
the  same  inquiry. 

Qu>e9tum.  Is  the  same  investiffation  made  as  to  a  man's  anteoedents  whea  hm  moves 
here  from  fb»  Southern  States  T 

Ammoey,  I  should  think  probably  not;  not  as  severe,  perhaps,  althong^  I  do  not  re- 
member of  any  case ;  no  case  has  ever  been  called  to  my  knowledj^e.  Tiiere  is  n^elaas 
from  which  to  form  an  opinion. 

Question,  Why  sbonld  there  be  a  distinction  in  this  respect  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  it  grows  out  of  this  fact,  that  the  sections  have  been  divided  by 
war,  and  that  has  left  animosity  behind  that  would  necessarily  create  a  certain  bar  be- 
tween men,  especially  iu  their  social  relations,  although  I  do  not  think  it  does  in  tlwir 
business  relations.  Add  to  that  the  faict  that  a  great  many  men  have  been  left  bekiad  bj 
the  Army,  as  every  man  with  an  experience  in  southern  communities  knows,  to  whom 
credit  would  not  be  attached  in  northern  communities,  and  to  whom  positioB,  eAcial 
or  otherwise,  would  not  be  assigned,  as  it  is  iu  many  eases  in  southern  oomwaoities ; 
therefore  I  think  it  a  reasonable  suspicion  on  the  part  of  the  southern  oommnaitieB. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  there  is  a  feeling  of  animosity  growing  ont 
of  the  war  still  existing  in  this  oommnnity  against  northern  men  f 

Anstoer,  You  understand  me  to  say  simply  what  is  patent  to  every  man  aeqaslsted 
with  the  factS)  that  men  cannot  associate  together  ordinarily, .  cannot  meet  tegeftbcr 
as  strangers,  who  have  undergone  those  social  and  political  divisions  that  hare  hec» 
brought  about  by  the  war,  upon  the  same  relations  that  they  would  if  those  diviaMBs 
did  not  exist.  That  is  what  I  mean  to  say.  I  think  that  statement  is  tr»e  of  all 
communities. 

QueeUon,  I  am  ^Makin^  of  this  oommnnity,  and  asking  you  the  plain,  direoi  qncs- 
tion^whether,  in  your  opmion,  there  is  any  animosity  lingering  here  against  bsb  as 
northern  men,  and  because  they  were  identilied  with  the  movement  of  the  Goveni- 
ment  to  suppress  the  rebellion  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  it  raises  such  a  presumption  agaii»t  a  man  before  hois  kaevs, 
and  betee  he  recommends  himsolf  by  his  personal  conduct  as  a  gentleman,  as  wo^ 
deprive  him  of  the  voluntary  personal  association  of  many  persons  iu  the  ooomoB- 
ity.  I  think  the  case  conld  be  considered  as  against  him  until  by  his  personal  aoaoea 
tion  he  had  recommended  himsolf  as  a  good  citizen. 

Question,  Does  it  commend  a  northern  man  to  greater  favor  in  this  community  H  be 
joins  the  democratic  party  f 

Answer.  Well,  it  would  commend  him  to  their  favor,  because  there  is  a  naajoaitf  of 
nine  hundred  in  the  conuty  and  six  or  seven  thousand  in  the  district.  It  woald^ees- 
mend  him  to  the  political  favor  of  the  numericul  majority  on  account  of  the.  political 
affiliation,  evidently ;  and,  inasmuch  as  the  bulk  of  the  gentlemen  in  this  comoMiBity 
— of  the  well-meaning  and  substantial  citizens  of  this  oonatry — are  conservaliTvs  or 
denocvatio  in  their  sentiments  and  tendencies,  it  would  probably  collect  aiound  hia  a 
society  that  would  be  much  larger  and  more  agreeable  than  the  other  claaa  «rf 
tions  suggested. 

Question.  Suppose  two  northern  men  were  to  come  here  of  opposite  politic»-^ 
zepublioon  and  the  other  a  democrat — ami  seek  to  enter  into  business,  woold  the  _ 
ocnit  secure  more  favor  than  the  republican,  on  acaount  of  his  political  affiiiatioasf 

Answer.  I  think  it  would  bo  the  reverse,  sir,  because  the  republican  merchants  i» 
fe\\»iu  the  country:  they  are  a  little  behind  iu  numbers,  and  they  woakl  boaat» 
draw  aronnd  them  tho  trade  of  those  who  sympathize  with  them  iu  political  m^ti^ 
I  know  men  of  both  parties  who  have  come  here  and  gone  into  trade,  and  I 
knew  nowtiiot  there  are  any  faots  in  l^eir  experience,  uimer  ray  observation,  to 
me  to  give  an  optniou.    I  know  men  of  botii  political  cmeds  have  corao  hero 
oeeded. 

Qhss4»o».  Bo<Ai  succeeded  equally  w^  f 

Ah8W€i\  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so.    I  know  Mr.  Vandeveatsr,  here,  a  gentlemi 
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ft 

every  respect,  has  been  patronized  by  every  one,  and  has  been  snccesafal.    He  is  a  man 
of  moans,  ana  is  a  republican.    I  know  others  who  are  oonaervatives. 
Qu€»tUm.  Do  they  talk  politics? 

Answer.  Mr.  Vandeventer,  a  republican,  has  been  a  member  of  tbe  board  of  connty 
commissioners,  for,  I  think,  some  years.  I  do  not  remember  the  date  of  his  appoint- 
ment, bnt  I  have  associated  him  with  the  board  for  a  long  time.  He  is  a  northern 
man. 
Question,  With  which  pari^  did  yon  vote  before  oeming  Sonth  f 
Anaw&r.  I  voted  bnt  once  before  ooming  Sonth.  I  then  voted  for  Mr.  Lincoln  at  his 
last  election. 

Question,  Yon  say  yon  have  known  of  no  demonstrations  of  violence  except  in  a 
democratic  meeting  T 
Answer.  1  do  not  remember  any. 
Question.  When  did  that  occur  f 
Answer,  That  was  the  3d  of  Angnst,  in  1668. 

Question.  Are  yon  acquainted  with  the  counties  of  Limestone,  Blonnty  Colbert,  Fay- 
ette, Coosa,  Jackson,  Morgan,  Winston,  and  St.  Clair  f 

Answer.  I  have  a  general  acquaintance  through  these  counties ;  some,  I  think,  in 
Coosa  County.     I  uo  not  remember  any  partienlar  individual;  that  I  know,  whom  I 
recollect  now,  but  I  might  be  a01e  to  do  so.    I  believe  in  all  the  other  counties  I  have 
acquaintances. 
Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  Patona  disturbance  in  St.  Chur  County  f . 
Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  Luke  and  four  colored  men  being  killed  in  that  coouty  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  last  fall,  was  it  not  t 

Answer.  1  think  it  was  last  fall,  or  winter ;  I  should  think  later. 
Question.  You  think  it  was  later  than  that  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so.    It  occurred  then.    I  should  say  at  abont  that  time,  but 
the  date  I  do  not  recall. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  these  men  were  killed  by  a  band  of  Ku-Klux  t 
Answer.  I  think  I  did.    My  recollection  is,  that  thftt  was  the  statement  I  heard. 
Question.  Did  you  understand  that  they  were  banded  together  for  that  particular 
pnrpose,  or  that  they  were  a  part  of  the  Kn-Klux  organization  f 

Ansioer.  My  understanding  was  one  derived  in  tbe  main,  if  not  wholly,  from  one  of 
the  leading  republicans  of  this  district,  who  was  a  brigadier  general  m  the  Federal 
Army,  and  is  now  a  Federal  office-holder,  and,  I  presume,  was  in  the  main  correct,  for  he 
is  a  man  of  high  integrity  and  character :  and,  if  I  remember  aright,  the  substantial  fea- 
„  tares  of  it,  as  ne  related.it  to  me,  wer»  tuat  the  oont^t  grew  out  of  a  personal  difficulty 
between  a  negro  and  a  whito  man,  in  which  the  white  man,  I  think,  slapped  the  negro 
for  allowing  his  horse  to  escape,  which  he  had  been  holding  at  the  door  as  he  went  into 
tbe  store :  that  that  slapping  provoked  a  vast  amount  of  ill-feeling ;  that  the  negroes 
aaBembled  in  a  body  and  firS  upon  the  congregation  coming  from  the  church,  com- 
posed of  men,  women,  and  chiloren,  and  that  afterward  these  men,  in  disguise,  went 
and  took  these  parties  out  and  hung  them.  That  is  substantially  what  I  remember  to 
have  loomed  of  the  transaction. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  anybody  coming  from  the  church  was  injured  by 
the  firing  f 

Anstcer.  1  do  not  remember,  but  I  think  not. 
Question.  These  men  were  disguised  and  armed,  were  theyf 
Answer.  That  is  my  recollection  of  it. 
Question.  About  how  large  a  number  f 

Answer.  I  have  forgotten.    I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  heard. 
Question.  Were  they  disguised  after  the  manner  of  the  Ku-Klux  f 
Answer,  I  do  not  know  what  the  disguise  was.    My  information  of  the  partionlars  of 
the  disguise,  perhaps,  was  gained  from  newspaper  reports,  and  perhaps  from  the  party 
to  whom  1  have  referred  as  my  relator,  but*  my  general  idea  was  that  their  faces  were 
concealed  so  that  they  could  not  be  identified. 

Question.  Have  yon  heard  of  any  recent  disturbances  in  Limestone  County  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  them  reported  here— disturbances  of  various  charac- 
ters there. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  punishment  being  inflicted  by  men  banded  together  in 
disguise  f  " 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  alleged  that  a  party  in  the  control  of  Captain  Sam  Moore,  as 
he  is  called,  did  some  violence  by  attempting  to  drown  or  hang  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Weir.  I  think  they  are  said  to  have  been  in  disguise.  I  am  not  certaiui  bat  that 
is  my  recollection. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  instance  yon  remember  in  Limestone  County  f 
Answer.  Of  whipping  in  disguise  t 

39  A 
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Que9Hon,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  That  is  the  only  one  I  now  recollect.  * 

Question,  Within  a  year  past  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  only  caise  in  which  I  remember  to  have  beard  it  alleged  tbai 
disgnised  men  accomplished  anything.  I  think  there  was  a  popular  statement  here, 
ana  I  reckon  it  was  true,  that  a  body  of  men  in  4isguiso  went  to  the  Jail  in  Limestone 
Connty  one  night,  to  liberate  some  one  there,  and  the  citizens  came  out  and.  organized 
and  repelled  them.    They  didn't  effect  the  object  of  their  yiait. 

Question,  Are  these  the  only  instances  yon  recall? 

Answer,  They  are. 

Question,  Have  yon  heard  of  any  like  instances  in  Blonnt  t 

Ansioer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  any  cases  in  Blount. ' 

Question,  Or  in  Colbert  County  t 

Answer,  I  believe  this  Holseapple  case  was  from  Colbert.  I  only  remember  the  one  , 
case ;  the  case  charged  by  Henclerson,  about  which  I  have  testified. 

Question,  I  will  ask  the  same  question  as  to  Coosa  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  any  as  to  Coosa. 

Question.  Any  in  Fayette  Countjr  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  there  are  allegations  in  regard  to  the  whipping  of  a  negro  by  the 
name  of  William  Bryant,  by  certain  disguised  partieS  there.  I  think  he  alleges  that 
they  were  disguised,  but  I  am  not  certain  of  it.  I  will  look  at  the  complaint,  and  can 
correct  that  if  desired. 

Question.  Is  William  Bryant's  case  the  only  one  brought  to  your  notice  as  occarnng 
in  Fayette  County  T 

Answer,  The  only  one  brought  to  my  official  notice. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  case  ? 

Answer,  I  am  informed  by  Judge  Minnis,  the  district  attorney,  who  has  lately  re- 
turned from  Fayette,  that  a  man  by  the  name  of  Humber,  and  one  named  Qregor^',  I 
think,  were  lately  arrested  for  some  alleged  violence  in  disgnise,  but  the  character  of 
it  I  do  not  know.  He  did  not  tell  me.  He  merely  said  that  they  had  given  bond  fee 
an  appearance  at  the  next  term  of  the  court ;  that  they  waived  examination  b^re 
Judge  Williams,  the  commissioner. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  disturbance  in  Morgan  County  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sirj  there  was  a  sort  of  a  vendetta  existing  there  between  two  parties 
in  Morgan  County,  in  which,  I  understand,  the  parties  went  regularly  into  camp,  uid 
had  a  complete  organization.  I  understood ,  also,  that  they  were  not  divided  upon  aoy 
political  gronuds,l)ut  it  was  the  result  of  local  animosities  and  differences;  that  tbei^ 
were  men  engaged  in  the  interests  of  both  parties  indifferent  as  to  their  politics.  That 
was  the  report  and  the  general  understanilmg  I  hiive  of  it.  I  know  that  Geuraal Craw- 
ford sent  troops  there,  and  I  think  it  Resulted  in  the  disbanding  of  the  orgaoizatiaii. 

Question.  How  large  were  they  reported  to  be? 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  thirty  or  forty  men  in  it,  assembled  without  disguise  in 
the  hilly  countries. 

Question.  What  was  the  snlyect  of  their  hostility  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  am  able  to  state.  I  think  it  grew  out  of  the  ktlling  of 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Fenelon  Raglen.  My  impression  is  that  Raglen's  killing  was 
alleged  to  have  grown  out  of  a  ditSculty  in  a  settlement  in  the  probate  conrt,  bat  I 
am  mdistinct  in  my  memory.    I  have  it  connected  with  that  statement. 

Question.  Did  one  of  the  parties  seek  to  take  the  life  of  the  man,  and  the  other  ta 
protect  itt 

Answer.  Raglen  was  shot  while  sitting  at  supper,  through  the  windows  of  hie  house. 
I  think  he  was  supping  with  his  family.  That  is  my  recollection.  It  was  some  time 
ago  ;  I  suppose  a  year  and  a  half  He  was  killed  while  in  that  position.  I  do  not  think 
there  was  any  i)opular  attachment  of  a  political  motive  to  the  act,  for  I  think  Ragles 
was  a  democrat. 

Q,uesiion.  What,  then,  did  these  two  bodies  of  men  assemble  for  t 

Answer.  I  am  not  absolutely  certain  as  to  what  th(^y  assembled  for,  but  I  snppoee  ii 
gi'ew  out  of  allegations  of  hostility,  and  threats  made  by  the  friends  of  Raj^len  agsi^ 
other  parties,  and  my  impression  is  now  that  the  name  of  Ku-Klux  and  Anti-Kn-Klas 
was  attached  to  these  parties.  It  just  occurs  to  me.  My  impression  fVirtber  is  that 
the  Anti-Ku-Klux  party  assumed,  or  were  charged  with  assuming  that  name^  in  etdrr 
to  throw  odium  upon  their  opponents,  and  secure  popul^  favor  and  the  support  of  th*- 
troops.     That  was  alleged.    Whether  true  or  not,  I  am  not  able  to  state. 

Question.  Judge  Charlton,  in  that  county,  was  killed  f 

Anstcer.  Hq  WQB  killed  in  Decatur;  assassinated  by  a  man  concealed,  as  geoenQv 
understood. 

Question.  What  was  Judge  Charlton  shot  for  ? 

Answer.  The  purposes  of  the  parties  or  their  motive  I  do  not  think  were  veiy  dci- 
nitety  settled.  ^  . 

Question.  Was  he  a  democrat  or  a  republican  f 
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Anstoer,  I  think  he  was  a  repablican. 

Question.  Prominent  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  he  was  foreman  of  the  last  Federal  grand  jury  here,  and  I  think 
was  quite  prominent.  I  think  that  Mr.  Charlton  was  a  very  strong  advocate  of  Mr. 
Houston's  election  to  the  United  States  Senate — a  democrat. 

By  Mr.  BucKU^: 

Question,  Houston  used  to  be  an  old  Union  man  f 

Ansufer,  Yes,  sir,  up  to  the  close  of  the  war.  Charlton,  T  think,  was  generally  under- 
stood to  be  a  republican  and  an  avowed  man.  He  was  killed  in  the  ni^ht.  I  think  he 
was  killed  at  3  o'clock,  as  he  got  oflf  the  Nashville  train,  as  he  got  off  in  the  vicinage, 
if  not  the  immediate  presence,  of  quite  a  number  of  passengers  and  men. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Did  you  understand  what  the  motive  of  his  assassins  was  f 
Answer,  I  must  reflect  on  that  a  moment. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  you  mean  3  o'clock  in  the  night,  or  was  he  killed  in  the  daytime  f 
Answer.  Three  o'clock  in  the  night-time.  I  have  forgotten  now,  but  1  have  a  va^e 
impression  as  to  the  understanding,  that  they  assigneu  to  him  some  motive  in  the  kill- 
ing of  Raglen,  or  some  advisory  relation  to  that,  but  what  it  dictinctly  was,  I  am  unable 
to  recall.  It  is  a*  vague  impression  in  my  mind  now.  It  was  connected  with  that  in 
fiome  way.    It  was  a  matter  in  which  I  took  no  interest. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  Had  his  politics  anything  to  do  with  his  taking  off  f 

Anstoer.  I  am  not  able  to  say.  I  can  only  state  what  I  have  just  repeated — the  im- 
pression that  I  have  of  some  connection  Charlton  was  supposed  to  have  had  in  the  dif- 
Hculty  of  Raglen — whether  direct  or  advisory,  and  whether  correct  or  not,  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Had  Judge  Charlton  rendered  himself  offensive  to  the  democratic  party  on 
account  of  his  prominence  in  politics  f 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  of— not  especially  so.  Charlton,  I  think,  was  generally 
kindly  considered,  regarded  as  a  kind  gentleman  and  a  good  citisceu.  That  was  my 
understand! lig  of  him.  I  have  heard  democrats  in  this  town  express  tlmt  opinion  of 
Charlton,  as  being  a  very  kind,  good  man. 

Question,  Did  you  evei'  hear  it  assigned  as  a  motive  for  whipping  colored  men  that  it 
^was  to  induce  tnem  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  or  abstain  from  voting  the  radical 
ticket  f 

Answer.  Do  you  refer  to  this  country — this  general  scope  of  country  in  this  vicinity  f 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  did.  The  bulk  of  the  charges  that  I  have 
heard  made  by  negroes  in  that  particular  was  that  they  desired  to  get  them  off  of  their 
places  after  tbey  had  made  a  crop.  They  would  allege  somethi  ng  of  that  sort — that  they 
livere  not  fairly  treated  in  settlement ;  that  their  accounts  were  not  fairly  rendered ; 
that  persons  indebted  to  them  were  seeking  to  intimidate  them,  to  drive  them  away, 
in  order  that  the  account  might  be  closed  by  the  absence  of  the  negro. 

Question,  You  have  heard  of  no  instance  where  colored  men  were  whipped  for  the 
reason  that  they  voted  the  radical  ticket  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  any  case.    I  do  not  think  any  cases  have  occurred. 

Question,  1  will  ask  yon  again  to  classify  the  offenses  which  these  men  banded  to- 
gether in  disguise  ordinarily  punished. 

Answer,  Without  attempting  to  classify,  I  will  give  one  or  two  incidents  of  tfiat 
eburacter  that  I  now  recall,  without  giving  the  names  or  dates,  for  I  hav6  forgotten 
tbem;  I  remember  them  as  incidents  occurrinfl; — nothing  more.  A  man,  I  think  in 
I^iawrence  Coui^ty,  was  charged  with  cruelty  to  his  wife ;  it  was  alleged  to  be  a  trifling 
ease.  He  was  charged  with  whipping  and  maltreating  his  wife,  and  a  body  of  men, 
-^'ho  I  think  were  in  dissuise,  went  there  and  took  him  out  and  gave  him  a  whipping 
on  bis  bare  back,  and  admonished  him  to  more  proper  customs  in  his  domestic  habits, 
and  turned  him  loose.  In  another  case,  in  the  northern  portion  of  this  county,  in  which 
I  think  men  wore  in  disguise,  a  man  was  tried  in  this  court-room  for  murder  and  arson. 
X  think  his  name  was  Smith.  He  was  defended  with  a  great  deal  of  ability,  and  ac- 
cjuitted,  and  the  popular  belief  in  the  country  where  he  lived,  which  was  in  the  north- 
oru  edge  of  this  county,  was  that  he  was  the  party  who  committed  the  murder  and 
arson.    After  his  acqiuttal  and  return  home  they  hung  him  by  the  neck. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Until  he  was  dead  f 
Answer,  Until  he  was  dead. 
Question,  When? 
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Anstver,  I  tliink  tliat  was  two  years  ago,  as  well  as  I  caa  remember.  I  am  very 
faulty,  though,  in  dates. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  state,  this  forenoon,  that  one  class  of  ofi^nses  which 
these  disguised  bodies  of  men  sought  to  punish  was  petty  thefts.  Did  I  undcrsUuid 
you  correctly  t 

Antwer,  1  think  yon  misunderstood  me.  I  may  have  suggested  that  by  way  of  illos- 
tration  of  the  general  statement  I  made.  It  was  not  my  purpose  to  specify  any  class 
of  offenses  they  were  specially  organized  to  punish,  but  to  illustrate  my  meaning  by 
giving  instances  of  offenses  which  they  were  alleged  to  have  punished. 

Question.  Ton  have  heard  of  no  cases  where  a  man  was  lynched  on  account  of  being 
charged  with  stealing  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  recall  any. 

Question,  You  state  that  yon  never  conversed  with  Mr.  Lakin  but  once.  Did  I  un- 
derstand you  correctly  t 

Anstcer,  You  did  not.  , 

Question,  You  said,  "  I  know  Mr.  Lakin,  and  conversed  with  him  once  twelve  months 
ago."    Were  you  well  acquaint'Cd  with  Mr.  Lakin  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  met  him  when  he  was  in  town  I  reckon  every  day.  He  was  in 
my  office  advising  with  me  on  two  or  three  occasions,  asking  my  advice  as  an  attorney  in 
regard  to  some  church  matters,  involving  the  rights  of  the  church  to  property  con- 
veyed by  dee^,  and  that  sort  of  thing.    I  had  that  sort  of  acquaintance  with  him. 

Question',  Did  he  spend'  much  of  his  time  in  town  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  should  think  he  spent  one- third  or  one-half  of  his  time  here — ^prob- 
ably less. 

Question,  Do  you  know  that  he  ever  organized  a  political  league  or  club  on  his  cir- 
cuit f 

Answer,  I  do  not.    I  do  not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question,  Do  you  know  that  he  ever  made  a  political  speech  ? 

AnstPer,  I  never  have  heard  him  make  one. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  immoral  conduct  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Lakin  f 

Answer.  You  inquire  for  my  personal  knowledge  f 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  detect  him  in  an  untruth  ? 

Answer,  Not  unless  the  statement  he  made  to  me  in  regard  to  his  treatment  in  the 
mountains  was  not  true.    I  understand  it  to  be  in  direct  conflict  with  his  testimony. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Before  his  testimony  was  given,  and  leaving  it  out  of  view,  did  you  ever 
detect  him  in  an  untruth  t 
Anstoer.  No,  sir  j  never. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

•  QuesUon.  Until  he  f^Ave  his  testimony  before  the  investigating  committee  at  Wash- 
ington, .was  Mr.  Lakin  ever  the  subject  of  conversation  to  any  considerable  extent  in 
this  community  f 

Answer^  Yee,  sir ;  Mr.  Lakin  had  considerable  notoriety  here.  I  think  he  was  a  pre- 
siding elder  of,  perhaps,  a  missionary  church,  or  the  Methodist  Church  North-  My 
understanding  is  that  he  occupied  relations  as  some  sort  of  an  embassador  to  the  church 
South,  or  the  Southern  communities.  He  may  have  been  a  missionanr,  for  ought  I 
know.  In  that  particular,  his  repeated  political  acts  were  the  subject  of  general  com- 
ment, and  were  said  to  have  been  attended  with  very  considerable  ability.  In  other 
words,  he  is  said  to  have  made  a  first-class  stump-speech. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  You  never  heard  it  f 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

■I 

Question.  Where  was  it  alleged  that  he  made  a  political  speech  T 

Answer.  I  think  I  heard  a  gentleman  say  he  made  one  in  the  Baptist  Church— one  or 
two. 

Quesiion.  In  this  town  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  I  was  told  of  it  the  night  of  tie  gentleman^s  return  from 
the  speech.    It  was  told  me  by  a  republican. 

Question.  When  shoiUd  that  speech  have  been  made  t 

Attswer.  I  am  not  positive,  but  I  think  it  was  last  fall. 

'>»H»«on.  Did  your  iuformant  tell  you  that  he  had  heard  the  speech  ? 
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Anmoer,  I  think  he  did. 

QutiHon.  Who  was  your  informant  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  wa8  Mr.  Nicholas  Davis ;  and  the  information  was  oommanioated 
to  me  in  the  conrse  of  a  casual  conversatloD.    I  was  living  at  his  honse. 

QuesUoR,  Was  it  at  a  political  meeting  of  the  republican  party  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was,  sir,  of  members  qf  the  republican  party. 

QuestUm.  What  other  political  speech  was  he  reported  to  nave  made  t 

Answer.  I  have  understood  that  Mr.  Lakin  was  in  the  habit  of  delivering  political  ad- 
dresses to  Union  Leagues  and  clubs  organised  outside  of  the  town ;  but  whether  ^is 
statement  was  true  or  not  I  am  not  able  to  say.  That  was  the  general  understanding 
1  bod  of  what  he  did  politically  outside  of  the  town. 

QuesHoiu  Was  his  demeanor  in  this  commimity,  so  far  as  yon  observed,  that  of  an 
orderly,  good,  law-abiding  citizen  f  *         , 

Anstoer.  It  was,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  charges  against  his  morality  as  a  man  f 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  any  as  occurring  in  this  town. 

Question.  Were  the  men  who  expressed  these  opinions  unfavorable  to  Mr.  Lakin  dem- 
ocrats? 

Answer.  I  think  they  were,  sir.  I  cannot  recall  all  of  the  individual  cases  of  expresr 
sion  I  have  heard.  Some  may  have  been  republicans ;  one  I  know  was  a  republican 
that  now  occurs  to  me. 

Question.  1  will  ask  you  to  state  whether  his  mission  South  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishiDg  Methodist  churches,  or  detaching  members  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churcm  South  was  ofiensive  or  gave  offense. 

Answer.  I  think  it  provoked  the  usual  antaeouism  that  exists  between  rival  churches. 
That  is  my  impression  of  it.  I  understand  he  was  very  snccessfal,  and  built  up  large 
congregations.  I  think  it  provoked  the  ordinary  animosity,  which  is  pretty  severe, 
that  arises  from  successful  rivalry  in  church  afi'airs. 

Question.   He  was  recognized  as  a  man  of  very  considerable  ability  in  his  profos- 
sion  f 
Answer.  I  think  he  was. 

Question.  You  hold  your  commission  as  clerk  of  the  district  court  from  Judge  Bus- 
teed,  do  you  t 
Answer.  1  do,  sir. 

Question.  This,  then,  is  held,  as  I  understand  it,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  court  f 
Answer.  At  the  pleasure — so  recited  in  the  order  of  appointment. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QueeHan.  Did  I  understand  you,  Mr.  Day,  as  stating  that  you  were  appointed  clerk 
of  the  court  before  you  came  here  f 

Aiuwer.  1  so  stated. 

Question.  When  you  first  came  to  the  State,  after  the  war,  did  you  oome  directly  to 
Huntsville  t 

Ansioer.  No,  sir ;  I  came  to  Montgomery. 

Q/iestion.  How  long  were  you  in  Montgomery  f 

Anstver.  Seven  or  eight  mouths,  I  think.  I  think  I  got  to  Montgomery  in  August.  I 
came  to  Selma  iu-st.  I  was  seeking  a  location  to  go  into  practice.  I  had  just  got  my 
license,  and  was  seeking  a  location.    I  went  to  Selma,  and  from  there  went  to  Mont- 

f:omery,  and  remained  from  the  middle  or  lost  of  August  until  the  first  of  February, 
86G. 

Question.  How  were  you  employed  In  Montgomery  during  that  time  f 

Answer.  I  was  in  the  post-office  in  Montgomery.* 

Question.  Under  Mr.  Bibb  f 

Atiaioer.  Yes,  sir ;  under  Mr.  Bibb  for  two  or  three  months  or  longer ;   I  have  forgot- 
teu  the  dates.  '  I  was  there  for  several  months. 

.Question.  You  were  apiK>inted,  while  there,  clerk  to  the  court,  and  then  came  ISeie  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Appointed  by  Judge  Busteed,  as  you  have  said  f 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  here,  then,  during  the  presidential  election  of  1866  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  were  you  the  night  of  the  raid,  as  you  termed  that  riot  in  1868 1 

Answer.  I  termed  it  a  riot,  I  think  \  not  a  raid.  I  was,  a  portion  of  the  time,  on  the 
sqnare.  I  was  informed  by  a  young  man  in  the  town,  with  whom  I  was  acquainted, 
that  it  was  altogether  probable  that  these  men  would  offer  violence  to  hit  fsither,  who 
Tva9  a  leading  democrat — Mr.  Joseph  C.  Bradley. 

Question.  What  men  had  you  reference  to  T 

A^nswer.  These  disguised  men.  He  asked  me  to  go  down,  selecting  some  out  of  his 
democratic  and  many  republican  friends. 

Question.  You  say  that  his  father  was  a  leading  democrat  f 
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Answer.  A  leading  republican. 

Question,  He  is,  within  your  personal  knowledge,  I  presume,  a  leading  republioaa  f 

Answer.  I  desire  to  be  so  understood. 

Question  Were  you  on  the  square  at  the  time  these  disguised  men  rode  iu  t 

Answer,  I  was  ou  the  square  and  walked  through  the  column ;  and  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  Bradley,  as  he  feared  violence  to  his  father  as  a  leading  republican,  I  went  down 
to  his  house  with  him  and  with  two  little  boys  in  the  yard.  We  took  our  position, 
armed,  to  defend  him  against  the  assaults  of  these  Ku-Klux. 

Qu^tion,  Mr.  Bradley,  you  say,  was  a  leading  republican  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  a  leading  citizen  of  the  place  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  ^  I  think  he  has  lived  here  for  a  good  many  years. 

Qwdstion,  A  man  (fi  very  high  character  f 

Answer,  Yes.  sir :  of  leading  character. 

Question.  Why  snould  he  fa^ve  apprehensions  f 

Answer.  Well',  sir,  I  cannot  attempt  to  explain  the  motives  that«nter  into  the  mind 
of  atiy  man. 

Question,  You  went  down  t 

Awnoer,  I  went  down.  The  result  was,  so  tax  as  I  know,  that  they  did  not  oome 
within  a  hundred  yards  of  his  house.  They  turned  around  and  marched  out  without 
any  demonstration. 

Question,  Are  you  aware  that  on  that  night  there  was  a  republican  meeting  going  on 
in  this  building,  [court-house]  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  think  I  saw  the  meeting,  but  I  was  informed  of  the  £act, 
and  understood  that  to  be  the  case. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  that  Judge  Thurlow  came  here  from  Atiions,  Limestone 
County,  and  address^  them  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  knew  he  was  here.  I  knew  him  very  well,  and  had  seen  him  the 
day  before  his  death.    I  did  not  know  his  purpose  here. 

Question,  You  knew  he  was  shot  that  night  f 

Anmoer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  went  to  the  hotel  and  saw  him  after  he  was  wounded.  I  do  not 
think  I  saw  the  tiring  after  I  had  gone  down  to  Colonel  Bradley's ;  but  I  saw  the 
riotous  demonstrations,  and  they  came  from  the  parties  who  had  then  come  from  the 
court-house.  As  far  as  I  could  see,  the  violent  demonstrations  came  firom  these,  and  I 
was  informed  by  parties  along  the  north  side  of  the  square  that  nine-tenths  of  the 
shots  came  from  this  court-yard,  and  were  fired  at  the  corner  opx>o8ite.  I  know  one 
man  who  -was  shot  through  thQ  head  on  that  corner,  and  it  was  alleged  by  parties,  I 
think  directly  to  me,  that  Judge  Thnrlow  was  standing  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
court-house  yard  by  the  gate,  and  the  supposition  at  the  time  generally  was  that  he 
was  shot  accidentally  by  some  one  firing  from  the  inside  outwaKls. 

Question,  Do  you  think  there  was  any  connection  between  the  republican  meeting 
and  the  appearance  of  the  Ku-Klux,  one  hundred  and  fifty  strong,  in  the  town  T 

Answer.  1  do  not  know.     I  heard  it  said,  whether  it  tvas  general  belief  or  not  I  am 

not  prepared  to  say,  that  there  were  sonic  negroes  who  had  said  that  no  Ku-Klnx  could 

ever  pass  through  this  town  again  without  bein^shot ;  that  these  Ku-Klux  had  heard 

'of  it,  and  that  they  came  in  and  rode  through  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them 

an  opportunity  to  shoot  at  them  if  they  wanted  to. 

Question,  Did  not  General  Crawford,  commanding  the  United  Stat-es  troops  at  that 
time  or 'before,  give  orders  to  his  meu  to  fire  without  hesitation  upon  any  man  riding 
in  disguise  bereY 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember,  but  I  do  not  think  that  General  Crawford  was  in  com- 
mand here  at  that  time.    It  was  Gederal  Hayden,  I  think. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  such  an  order  was  given  to  the  troops  t 

Answer,  I  think  it  was.  It  is  a  vague  impression.  I  think  I  heard  it  stated  that 
orders  were  given  to  fire,  but  whether  it  was  to  be  without  challenge  or  assault,  or  not, 
I  amniot  able  to  say.    I  have  forgotten. 

Question.  You  spoke  in  the  openihg  of  your  testimony  about  a  posse  in  Limestone 
County.    Did  you  have  reference  to  a  sheriff's  posse  T 

Answer,  I  was  informed  by  the  present  solicitor  of  the  county,  and  also  acting  as  the 
rnpresent'ativo  of  the  United  States  attorney  there,  that  he  requested  the  sheriff  to  act 
as  the  leader  of  a  posse,  and  the  sheriff  demurring  to  that  proposition,  the  solicitor  pro- 
posed to  head  the  posse  and  go  himself;  but  afterwards  the  sheriff  went. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  bands  of  disguised  men  in  that  county  of 
Limestone  f 

Answer,  I  Ihink  I  have  several  times,  but  I  do  not  remember  of  hearing  of  any  par- 
ticular cases  of  violence,  except  the  one  in  which  they  came  there  and  proposed  to 
effect  an  escape. 

Qu^tion,  Did  you  ever  hear  .that  there  were  two  parties  of  disguised  men,  and  that 
they  fell  out  about  the  stealing  of  horses,  and  that  the  two  parties  were  arrayed  against 
each  other  f 


ALABAMA SUB-COMMITTEE.'  615 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  of  hearing  that  they  were  diBguised  men,  and  I  do  not 
know  that  I  heard  that  they  were  both  interested  in  horse-stealing.  My  impression  is 
that  one  party  was  in  the  interest  of  theft.. 

^uestier^  And  the  other  was  not  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  tbat  is  my  opinion. 

Question,  And  that  was  the  cause  of  the  division  between  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  impression. 

Question,  And  neither  acted  with  the  sheriff  or  under  his  control  f 

Answer,  I  think  not;  neither  of  these  Klans.  S6me  killing  I  anderstftnd  to  have 
occurred  under  the  direction  of  the  posse {  the  killing  of  thieves — u  man  named 
Barber,  who  was  charged  with  horse-stealing  and  also  with  murder. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  that  Mr.  Lakin's  house  was  shot  into  here  on  the  night 
of  the  10th  of  October,  18681 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  heard  a  load  of  shot  was  fired  through  his  window,  and  passed 
through  the  room  and  struck  the  opposite  wall. 

Question,  In  the  night-time  t 

Answer,  1  think  it  was.    That  is  my  recollection. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  the  shot  came  from  men  in  disguise  or  notf 

Answer,  I  do  not.  I  do  not  think  it  did.  I  never  heard  it  alleged  that  it  came  from 
men  disjiniiBed.  , 

Question,  You  never  heard  Mr.  Lakiu  himself  make  a  political  speech  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not  remember  of  having  heard  him.  I  never  attended  but  one 
political  meeting  in  my  life,  I  think. . 

Question,  Did  you  ever  know  or  see  any  act  of  Mr.  Lakin  derogatory  to  the  character 
of  a  Christian  minister  f 

Answer,  I  did  not. 

Question,  You  have  known  him  for  some  time  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  I  find  on  pai^e  439  in  the  testimony  given  by  Mr.  Dox,  before  a  portion  of 
this  committee  at  Washington,  the  following  question  and  answer  which  I  will  read : 
"  Question  by  the  chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  Wuat  act  did  you  ever  hear  of  Mr.  Lakin 
committing  derogatory  to  his  character  as  a  Christian  minister  f — Answer.  I  cannot 
say  that  I  have  heard  of  any  specific  act  derogatory  to  his  char^ter  as  a  Christian  min- 
ister."   Do  you  concur  in  that  opinion  with  Mr.  Doxf 

Answer,  I  do  not.  You  ask  me  in  one  case  what  I  know-;  in  the  other  what  I  have 
heard.    I  cannot  ansTver  both  questions  from  the  same  standpoint. 

Question,  Have  you  heard,  from  sources  that  you  can^rely  upon,  that  he  is  not  a  min- 
ister in  good  standing? 

Ansioer,  A  minister  in  good  standing  with  his  church  f 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  I  have  not. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Questiofi,  The  question  is  whether  yon  ever  heard  of  Mr.  Lakin  committing  any  act 
that  was  derogatory  to  his  character  as  a  Christian  minister  f 

Answer,  1  asked  if  he  meant  in  good  standing  with  his  chiuroh.  I  did  not  wish  to 
drag  in  anything  that  was  not  in  the  question. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  . 

Question,  I  ask  for  your  personal  knowledge. 

Anstoer,  You  ask  mo  in  the  one  case  what  I  know  and  in  the  other  what  I  hear.  I 
have  heard  tbiogs  derogatory  to  him. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hestr  anything  derogatory  to  his  standing  as  a  Christian  min- 
ister before  he  gave  testimony  in  Washington  f 

Answer.  What  is  the  date  of  his  examination  t 

Question.  Juno  13, 1871. 

Anstoer,  I  do  not  recall  anything.  I  think  I  heard  it  alleged  before  that  time,  bu*  I 
am  not  certain  about  it,  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  gross  impropriety  in  seduction  and 
that  sort  of  thing,  with  some  familit^  confided  to  his  charge  in  some  northern  countiy, 
but  I  cannot  say  positively  that  it  was  before  that  time,  for  I  do  not  remember  it.  I 
heard  that  as  I  ordinarily  hear  such  matters.  I  afterward  heard  it  repeated  sever  U 
times,  and  heard  it  amplified. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

• 

Question,  Where  should  that  have  occurred  t  *  • 

Answer,  1  think  it  was  in  New  York.  » 

Question,  In  the  city  ? 

Anstcer.  In  the  State  of  New  York  or  New  Jersey.  It  was  given  to  me;  I  heard  t''e 
details  of  it. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  When  was  it  giren  to  you  f 

Answer,  1  have  just  stated  that  I  could  not  tell  exactly. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Do  you  think  it  was  before  the  13th  of  June  last  f 

Anstoer.  My  impression  is  that  it  was,  but  I  cannot  say  certainly ;  I  cannot  fix  the 
time. 

Question,  W^o  was  your  informant  T 

Answer,  I  heard  a  party  of  gentlemen;  I  heard  it  repeated  by  Colonel  Lowe  for  one. 
It  was  repeated  in  the  course  of  a  street  conversation,  and  I  have  heard  it  mentioned 
by  several  parties ;  I  do  not  recall  their  names  now.  It  occurred  as  these  things  do. 
I  did  not  remember  it. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Do  you  recoUect  a  man  by  the  name  of  Van  Yalkenburg  speaking  to  yon 
about  it  f 

Answer*  He  was  in  a  party,  I  recollect  now,  when  this  subject  came  np — Colonel 
John  Van  ValkeiKburg,  a  gentleman  from  Indiana. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Did  these  gentlemen  speak  from  any  personal  knowledge  they  had  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  think  not. 

Question,  Did  thoy  tell  you  how  they  derived  their  information  ? 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  stated,  but  I  have  forgotten  now  what  it  was.  It  was  a 
matter  about  which  I  knew  very  little,  and  cared  much  less,  and  it  passed  very  idly. 

Question,  Did  Van  Valkenburg  know  Lakin  f 

Answer,  He  knew  him  here,  I  think. 

Question.  Did  be  know  him  in  Indiana  t 

Ansfioer,  He  did  not  know  him  that  I  am  aware  of  I  do  not  know  that  I  heard  any 
assertion  in  that  particular. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  On  page  125  in  Mr.  Lakin's  testimony  he  says,  '^  My  orders  from  the  bishop, 
and  through  him  to  the  preachers,  were  not  to  mingle  in  the  political  arena,  but  to 
devote  themselves  entirely  and  exclusively  to  the*  work  of  the  Christian  ministry."  Do 
yon  think  Mr.  Lakin  ever  neglected  that  order  or  violated  it,  to  your  own  personal 
knowledge  f 

Answer.  Do  I  think,  of  my  own  personal  knowledge  ?  I  do  not  know  it  of  my  own 
personal  knowledge,  but  I  believe  he  did,  if  there  is  any  credence  to  be  given  to  a  gen- 
eral ^nd  repeated  assertion  in  the  community  as  to  H  man^s  conduct. 

By  the  Chairman  :  ^ 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  he  preached  politics  from  the  pulpit  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  it  asserted ;  but  that  charge  is  a  very  common  and  a  very  old 
one,  and  I  attach  very  little  importance  to  that. 

Question,  You  did  not  regard  that  charge  as  reliable  T 

Answer,  I  thought,  even  if  reliable,  it  was  minor  in  its  character  compared  with  the 
other  allegations  popularly  assigned  to  him  or  acts-political. 

Question.  Wouhl  you  give  any  credit  to  it  against  the  positive  denial  of  Mr.  Lakin 
onder  oath  f 

Answer,  If  the  question  were  clearly  put  to  him  as  to  what  was  meant  by  preachini; 
politics,  I  do  not  think  I  would. 

Question,  You  think  you  would  believe  him  rather  than  thin  rumor  t 

Answer.  I  think  I  would.  I  should  be  inclined  to  believe  almost  any  man  under  that 
state  of  facts. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Having  met  him  frequently  and  lived  together  with  him  some  time  in  this 
place,  do  you  yourself  regard  Mr.  Lakin  as  an  honest  man  ? 

Answer,  I  have  had  some  pretty  lengthy  conversations  with  him  of  a  social  character. 
I  do  not  think  that  he  disliked  me  at  all,  from  the  fact  that  on  several  occasions  be 
has  remained  in  my  office  for  some  time  after  the  business  that  brought  him  there  was 
settled,  and  I  cannot  say  that  I  would  regard  Mr.  Lakin  as  a  man  of  moral  turpitade. 
I  think  him  a  zealot. 

Question,  1  asked  if  you  thought  he  was  honest. 

Answer.  I  think  Mr.  Lakin  is  a  zealot ;  and  I  think  that  matters  that  conflict  with 
his  views  would  receive  great  exaggeration  in  his  estimation  of  them  when  oomparc^d 
with  the  estimate  of  an  opponent  to  his  views. 

^^uesiion.  You  think  he  would  state  his  own  views  strongly  ? 
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Answer,  Tea,  Bir ;  I  think  lie  is  zealous  and  a  man  of  strong  personal  feeling,  and 
Tvoiild  probably,  in  his  own  interest,  overdo  things. 
Question.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  he  is  dishonest  f 

Ansiocr.  I  did  not  say  that,  sir.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  he  is  or  is  not  dishonest, 
for  1  have  no  evidence  before  me  npon  which  to  act. 

Question.  Yon  have  heard,  have  yon  not,  of  disguised  men  riding  through  this  and 
adjoining  counties  taking  men  out  at  nignt  from  their  families  and  whipping  and 
scourging  them. 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  these  things  as  a  general  fact. 

Question.  Have,  you  heard  frequently  of  such  things  in  this  and  a^oining  counties 
since  you  have  lived  here  ? 

Answer.  I  have  an  idea  that  I  have  heard  of  perhaps  five  ch:  six  cases — somewhere 
along  there. 

Question.  In  this  county  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  recall  one  case  in  this  county. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  men  being  punished  for  such  offenses  in  the  courts  T 

Answer.  I  heard  it  alleged  once—    Did  you  say  in  the  courts  ? 

Question.  In  the  courts. 

Ansfwer.  I  do  not  remember  any  cases  of  it,  either  in  the  State  *or  United  States 
court.  I  do  not  remember  anj^  case  of  it.  I  remember  of  having  heard  it  alleged  as  a 
matter  of  general  understanding — my  informant  I  cannot  recall  now — ^that  some  par- 
ties had  assumed  to  exercise  violence  toward  persons  to  gratify  their  private  malice, 
and  that  the  Ku-Klux  had  shot  them  for  it.  I  heard  that  alleged ;  that  is  the  only 
punishment  of  that  class  of  offenses  that  I  heard  of,  and  that  is  ouly  a  statement. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  in  your  mind  that  such  an  organization  did  exist  f 

Answer.  I  believe  it  as  I  believe  anything  learned  from  popular  credence ;  more 
through  a  want  of  denial  than  otherwise. 

Question.  I  think  you  have  stated  in  your  testimony  previously  that,  when  this  Ku- 
Klux  organization  originated  and  existed  here,  there  was  some  pretext  for  it,  because 
the  courts  were  not  doing  much,  especially  the  county  courts.  Now,  I  wish  to  ask  you 
if  you  know  of  any  offense  punished  by  such  an  organization  that  could  not  have  been 
punished  in  the  ordinary  way  ? 

Anstcer,  In  the  preliminary  portion  of  the-question,  I  think  you  misrepresent  me. 

Question.  I  have  no  intention  of  doing  so.  t 

Answer.  No,  of  course;  but  I  desire.to  say  that  you  put  language  in  my  mouth  I  do 
not  think  I  uttered. 

Question.  Nor  the  idea  t 

Answer.  Nor  the  idea  either.  I  do  not  think  you  will  find  it  in  my  testimony.  I  have 
not  said  that  they  were  organized  to  supplant  the  courts  because  the  courts  were  inef- 
ficient. What  I  intended  to  say  was,  that  the  organization,  as  I  understood  it,  grew 
out  of  apprehensions  of  rapine  and  violence  from  negroes  and  partisan  opponent^,  and 
that  the  motive  in 'the  organization  of  the  thing  was  one  of  self-protection  and  for  the 
punishment,  probably  as  a  consequence  of  that  organization,  of  those  who  should  be 
guilty  of  these  offenses. 

Question.  Then  it  was  not  alleged  at  that  time  that  the  courts  were  inefficient,  was  it  f 

Answeii'.  I  cannot  say  whether  it  was  alleged  or  not.    I  believe  they  weret  inefficient. 

Question.  At  what  time  f 

Answer.  Well,  two  or  three  years  after  the  war. 

Question.  Who  was  your  circuit  judge  here  thenf 

Answer.  William  J.  Harolson. 

Question.  Appointed  by  whom  after  the  war? 

Ansxcer.  I  think  he  was  elected  after  the  war.  ' 

Question.  Not  after  the  reconstruction  acts  ? 

Answer.  O,  no ;  I  think  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Parsons — that  is  my  reooUeo- 
tion — and  afterward  elected. 

Question.  Was  .Judge  Harolson  judge  hete  before  the  war  f 

Answer.  I  think  so.    I  was  not  here,  but  this  is  my  recollection  or  information. 

Question.  Is  he  not  regarded  as  an  able  and  efficient  Judge? 

Answer.  Well,  I  should  prefer  the  opinions  of  persons  who  have  a  muoh  wider  prac- 
tice before  him  than  I. 

Question.  Is  be  not  spoken  of  as  a  man  of  great  respectability  ? 

Answci'.  I  think  he  is  a  kind-hearted,  amiable  gentleman. 

Question.  Appointed  by  a  democratic  governor  f 

Anstcer.  1  think  he  was. 

Question.  Afterward  elected  in  1868  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  under  the  organic  act  of  Congress. 

Quefiiion.  Who  was  your  county  judge  at  that  time  f 

Answer.  Judge  Jauies  H.  Scruggs,  I  think. 

Question.  He  was  the  predecessor  of  the  present  incumbent? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 


618         CONDITION    OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

• 

QHe8tsu>n.  Was  there  any  distrust  as  to  his  court  executing  the  law  t 

AnsiDcr,  I  think  not. 

Queaticn.  He  is  a  democrat  in  politics,  is  he  not  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  democrat  in  politics.  I  think  there  was  no  especial  dtstmst 
as  to  execntiug  the  laws,  if  the  offenses  were  brought  before  him  and  the  oommnnities 
bestirred  themselv^es  in  efforts  tq  apprehend  those  who  had  banded.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  general  sentiment  was  in  regard  t-o  Scru^^gs's  court.  It  was  only  a  court  of  lim- 
ited jurisdiction  and  out  very  little  figure  in  crimmal  affairs,  and  I  do  not  suppose  there 
was  any  discussion  about  it,  or  very  little. 

Question.  At  what  time  was  this  congressional  convention  of  which  you  were  a  memr 
ber  held  f 

Anstoer.  I  think  it  was  in  May  or  June,  1870.  It  was  held  a  few  months  preceding 
the  last  election  in  this  State  t 

Que$Uan,  You  were  a  delegate  from  this  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Di4  you  ever  hear  it  suggested  that  the  reason  your  name  was  not  bronght 
forward  was  because  you  were  a  member  of  the  Federal  Army  f 

Ansujer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  did«  I  was  so  indifferent  as  to  suggestions  afiBocting  my 
nomination  that  I  do  not  suppose  that  I  would  have  remembered  if  I  hod  heard  it,  for 
I  was  utterly  indifferent  as  to  the  consequences  of  it,  and  repeatedly  stated  so. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  As  to  this  riotous  demonstration  that  occurred  at  the  time  or  some  time  pre- 
ceding the  last  November  election,  were  any  of  the  shots  fired  during  that  demonsUa- 
tion  by  the  Ku-Klnx  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  was  a  shot  fired  or  a  demonstration  made  by  the  dis- 
guised men. 

Question.  Bid  they  pass  away  from  the  court-house  square  before  that  shooting  took 
place  f 

Answer.  That  is  my  understanding  of  it,  and,  I  think,  I  came  oq  the  square  imme- 
diately after  that ;  I  was  there  before — it  was  stated  to  me  that  they  had  gotten  one 
block  from  the  square — a  shot  was  fired,  and  then  it  was  alleged  that  a  shot  was  fired 
down  the  street  that  they  passed  out  on,  down  the  street  by  which  they  left  ih^ 
square ;  I  did  not  s^  this ;  I  so  understood  it. 

Question.  It  was  not  understood  by  anybody  that  they  took  any  part  in  the  shooting? 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir ;  they  did  nothing. 

Question.  You  speak  of  the  large  majority  being  fired  by  persons  who  came  out  of 
the  court-house.  Did  you  mean  by  persons  who  had  been  in  the  audience  listening  to 
the  speaking  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  where  they  had  been ;  I  saw  a  large  number  of  persons  in  the 
oourt^yard,  principally  negroes,  and  I  saw  a  negro  who  was  killed,  which  I  omitted  to 
state  m  my  direct  examination — a  negro  who  w^  killed  on  the  op^xmite  side  of  the 
square  by  a  shot  from  the  court-yard  ;  I  saw  him  within  five  minutes  after  he  died; 
they  took  him  up  stairs ;  I  saw  him  there  dead;  a  man  was  shot  through  the  head;  I 
saw  the  marks  of  a  number  of  shots — how  manv  I  do  not  remember  now — that  struck 
in  the  wall  from  the  court-house ;  I  saw  these  shot-marks. 

Question.  They  must  have  come  from  the  court-house  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  impression  showed  that  on  the  wall ;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  aU  the  citizens  cognizaut  of  this  matter  agree  about  the  majority  or  nearly  all  of 
the  shots  coming  from  the  court-house  yard.    -  . 

Question.  Was  it  believed  that  Judge what  was  his  name  ? 

Answer.  Judge  Thurlow,  judge  of  tno  probate  court  of  Limestone  County. 

Question.  That  he  was  killed  by  a  shot  from  the  court-house  yard  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  .was  stated  to  me  the  night  that  he  was  killed — ^accidentally ;  I 
afterwards  heard  it  stated  that  it  was  surmised  that  he  was  killed  by  a  white  man  in 
the  court-house  yard ;  the  man's  name  I  never  heard  any  one  attempt  to  tell ;  it  was  a 
bright  moon-light  night  and  persons  could  be  seen  distinctly  across  the  square;  I  could 
see  very  readily  the  general  relations  of  the  parties. 

Question.  I  will  repeat  the  question  put  to  you  by  Mr.  Buqkley.  What  act,  if  any, 
did  ^ou  ever  hear  of  Mr.  Lakin  committing  that  was  derogatory  to  his  character  as  a 
Christian  minister  or  gentleman  ?  Do  you  recollect  of  hearing  anylliing  connected 
with  a  transaction  here  in  this  town  in  regard  to  a  lot  of  butter  improperly  seixed  by 
himf 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  of  an  indictment  pending  against  hufi  in  one  of  the  courts 
here  T 

Answer.  1  am  not  aware  of  it. 

Question.  What  court  of  yours  was  that  abolished  T 

Answer,  The  county  court,  organized  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  with  a  lar^e  juris- 
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4icfcion,  and  providimg  for  the  election  or  appointment  of  a  new  judge,  which  was 
afterwards  abolished. 

QuesUoH,  Had  that  dbort  criminal  Jarisdictionf 

Answer.  It  had.  ^ 

QwetUon,  Did  yon  know  that  there  was  an  indictment  for  perjury  or  some  other 
ofi^nse  of  that  character  then  pending  against  Mr.  Lakin,  and  that  the  court  was  abol- 
iahed  without  authority  to  remoTe  cnmiqal  cases  therein  pending  f 

Answer,  I  know  that  the  court  was  abolished  without  authorizmg  the  transfer  of  the 
docket  to  any  other  jurisdiction^  but  the  fact  of  Lakin's  indictment  I  did  not  know 
anything  of.    If  I  heard  it  I  have  forgotten  it. 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  seeing  an  article  from  the  Patterson,  New  Jersey,  Quar- 
diim,  oharffing  him  with  seduction,  rape,  and  almost  all  sorts  of  vile  offenses  f   ^ 

Ansteer.l  saw  an  article  copied  in  one  of  the  Huntsville  papers,  the  Democrat,  I 
think,  in  which  it  was  alleged  that  he,  affeer  leading  a  very  dissolute  and  erratic  life 
as  a  lumberman,  had  attended  a  Methodist  revival  and  became  converted  to  the  Chris- 
tiaii  faith,  joined  the  Methodist  Church  and  became  an  exhorter,  and  from  that,  I 
think,  was  licensed  to  preach ;  that  he  was  thrown  into  the  society  of  a  member  of  the 
oharch  who  had  three  daughters ;  that  he  was  stopping  at  their  honse  enjoying  the 
hospitality  of  this  man,  and  that  the  old  gentleman  and  his  wife  were  called  away, 
and  these  young  ladies  were  left,  with  many  admonitions,  with  Mr.  Lr&kiu,  and  he  re- 
mained there  until  the  old  folks'  return ;  and  in  the  due  course  of  time  these  thrcQ young 
ladies  were  found  to  be  pregnant,  and  that  they  charged  Mr.  Lakin  with  being  their 
seducer.  I  afterwards  heard  it  stated  that  he  had  seduced  a  young  lady  who  was  his 
niece. 

Question.  Was  not  that  afterwards,  in  Peru,  Illinois  f 

Ansvser.  I  heard  it  so  alleged.    I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question,  Was  not  the  first  article  from  the  Paterson,  Naw  Jersey,  Guardian  f 

Answer,  I  think  so;  copied  into  the  Huntsville  paper.  lam  quite  certain  it  was  in 
the  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  p^per. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  the  fact  in  reference  to  the  seduction  of  his  niece  ill 
Pern,  Illinois,  has  been  traced  by  Mr.  Van  Valkenburg,  and  is  now  known  to  be  true  f 

Answer,  I  did  hear  it  said  that  it  was  true.  I  think  I  heard  it  stated  by  Colonel 
Van  Valkenburg. 

(Question,  Were-  not  these  statements  about  him  made  in  the  community  believed  by 
•a  great  many  people  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  statements  in  regard  to  his  immoral  conduct  were  and  are  be- 
lieved by  a  great  many  people,  and  the  statements  in  regard  to  his  alleged  political 
course  were,  I  think,  generally  conceded.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  denial  of  it.  If 
there  is  any,  I  am  not  aware  of  it.    I  do  not  remember  to  have  interrogated  any  re- 

Sublican  on  the  subject.  I  have  heard  one  allege  it  with  a  great  deal  of  eonhdence — 
Ir.  Lowe. 

Question,  The  gentleman  whose  name  you  give  is  a  lawyer  in  this  town  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  hearing  him  say  anything  about  an  indictmont  against 
Mr.  Lakin  in  this  court  that  was  abolished  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  whether  the  provisions  of  that  law  abolishing  the  court 
not  only  failed  to  allow  a  transfer  of  cases  then  pending,  but  also  provided  that  men 
who  had  been  previously  indicted  should  not  be  re*  indicted  f 

Answar,  I  do  not  remember  that  feature  of  the  law.    It  may  be  true. 

Questioti,  And  that  he  escaped  under  that  f 

Answer.  That  ma^  be  true. 

Quesj^on.  Where  is  he  now  f 

Answer.  He  is  away  from  here ;  I  do  not  know  where.  I  do  not  think  it  is  known 
here,  generally,  where  he  is.  It  was  ascertained  here  after  he  ha^  given  his  testimony 
to  his  treatment  here,  and  it  was  a  popular  belief,  that  he  gave  it  as  a  farewell  kick  at 
tbis  people,  and  did  not  intend  to  return. 

Question,  So  it  is,  he  has  not  returned,  so  far  as  you  knowf 

Answer.  He  has  not. 

Question.  You  were  asked  by  the  chairman  a  good  deal  about  northern  men  and  their 
treatment.  I  will  ask  you  whether  or  not  a  good  deal  of  distrust  did  not  arise  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  Alabama  in  regard  to  the  reception  of  these  northern  men  by 
the  fact  that  large  numbers  of  them  known  as  carpet-baggers  came  here  about  the 
time  the  State  was  reorganized  or  just  before,  and  immediately  obtained  the  most  lu- 
crative offices  in  the  State.    Is  not  that  true  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  in  regard  to  the  time  of  their  coming  here.  I  think  the  bulk 
of  them  were  men  who  were  left  here  by  the  Army.  I  think  the  majority  of  the  offices 
in  the  State  were  held  by  these  men ;  and  I  think  it  was  a  motive  with  many  in 
both  their  geographical  and  political  status.  I  think  they  romaiued  far  that  purpose — 
a  large  number  of  them. 
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• 

Question,  Did  not  that  fact  make  the  people  of  the  State  look  with  snspieion  mere 
than  they  otherwise  would  upon  men  whom  they  feared  came  for  that  parposef 

Answer,  Most  undoahtedly  it  pat  the  people  of  this  country  Apon  their  inquiry  as  to 
the  class  of  men  who  were  coming  around  them,  and  very  Justly  so,  I  think. 

Question.  Do  yon  not  know  that  Mr.  Warner,  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  was  elect<ed  to 
the  senate  from  this  State  within  six  weeks  after  his  term  of  office  in  Ohio  had  expired  t 

Answer,  That  is  my  understanding  of  it,  and  the  general  understanding;  after  about 
six  weeks  from  the  change  of  his  domicile,  or  before  the  change  of  that,  and  after  the 
change  of  mere  residence. 

Question,  Did  oases  of  that  sort  create  a  great  deal  of  feeling  and  prejudice,  that  men 
should  seize  the  highest  offices  in  the  State  who  were  lately  domiciled  f 

Answer,  I  think  the  people  exercise  the  feeling  common  to  all  men,  that  would  have 
been  exercised  in  any  northern  community,  of  much  more  vigilance  toward  men  coming 
into  an  adopted  country  and  occupying  places  of  trust  and  honor,  whether  they  were 
good  men  or  not.  I  tinink  th^^  was  a  general  feeling  of  uneasiness  and  distrust,  in 
some  cases  that  amounted  to  personal  animosity,  in  others,  personal  aversion ;  and  I 
think  it  was  undoubtedly  true,  as  I  think  every  northern  man  in  this  State  will  testify, 
that  there  was  a  general  feeling  of  aversion  and  animosity,  according  to  the  charaeter 
of  the  men  toward  whom  the  sentiment  was  directed,  for  holding  in  a  conquered 
country,  by  imposition  of  the  strong  hand  of  the  conqueror,  the  high  places  of  profit 
in  the.  administration  of  the  local  laws.  I  think  that  was  the  local  sentiment  among 
the  intelligent  and  educated  men  who  control  sentiment.  That  was  the  opinion.  I 
think  the  bulk  of  northern  men  in  this  State,  of  every  political  sentiment,  will  agree 
with  me  in  that  statement.    I  state  that  feeling  as  a  mere  fact  that  I  have  observed. 

Question,  Is  it  not  true  that  very  many  agents  of  the  Bureau,  by  means  of  their  in- 
fluence over  the  colored  population,  had  themselves  placed  in  positions  that  the  peo- 
ple, if  all  black  and  white  had  been  free  to  select,  would  not  have  intrusted  them  witht 

Answer,  I  think  so.  I  think  that  the  member  of  Congress  from  this  district,  €leneral 
John  B.  Callis,  who  was  an  agent  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau,  8eoure<l  the  influence  and 
political  hold  that  enabled  him  to  be  elected  to  that  position  by*meaus  of  using  his 
Freedmen's  Bureau  agency  to  secure  it.  The  natural  feeling  of  the  community  conse- 
quent upon  an  act  of  that  charact<er  resulted.  I  think  that  is  part,  of  the  political 
history  of  this  community. 

Question,  In  that  connection,  and  as  to  that  same  gentleman,  is  it  not  further  true 
that  Colonel  John  B.  Callis,  after  be  had  secured  an  election  to  Congress,  in  18661,  at 
the  time  democrats  did  not  vote,  as  you  remember 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

Question,  After  Congress  refused  to  admit  Alabama,  left  the  State  and  went  with  his 
regiment  to  Mississippi,  and  was  in  command  of  his  regiment,  at  Jackson,  Mississippi, 
when  Congress  put  Alabama  in,  and  he  left  his  regiment  and  went  to  Congress^  and 
took  his  seat  from  Alabama?    Do  you  recollect  that  ^tf 

Answer,  I  think  that  General  Callis  was  away  from  here,  subjeot  to  military  orders, 
but  where  he  was  I  do  not  remember.  I  remember  that  General  Burke,  of  whom  I 
have  testified  before,  who  was  his  rival  for  the  position  in  Congress,  had  him  ordered 
away  from  here  for  some  sort  of  political  misconduct  or  subterfuge  he  was  indulging 
in  in  his  position  in  the  Bureau.  General  Burke  was  recognized  as  a  republican.  I  re- 
member there  was  a  repetition  of  the  order — perhaps  peremptorily.  Gfeueral  Tbooias, 
I  think,  ordered  him  away. 

Question,  After  his  election  T 

Answer,  I  am  not  certain.  It  was  about  that  time,  but  whether  after  or  not,  I  can- 
not say.  I  remember  it  in  connection  only  with  the  fact  that  €leneral  Burke  was  lus 
rival  in  that  congressional  race.  I  cannot  say  whether  it  was  before  or  after  his  elec- 
tion. 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  that,  after  Alabama  applied  for  admission  l^  virtue  of 
the  vote  in  February,  Congress  at  first  refused  to  aomit  her,  but  afterward  you  wero 
admitted  in  June,  under  what  was  called  the  omnibus  billf 

Answer,  Tes,  sir.    I  do  not  remember  the  dates. 

Question,  During  the  interval  after  the  election  in  February,  and  before  the  adntis- 
siou  of  Alabama,  was  not  General  Callis  away  firom  here? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.  I  think  he  was.  I  have  very  little  doubt  on  that  sabject 
Callis  was  away,  and  I  think  he  was  away  under  military  orders.  He  was  still  an 
officer  of  the  Federal  Army. 

QuesUon,  Had  be  not  domiciled  in  this  State  at  allf 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  ever  was  a  citizen  of  this  State. 

Question.  Yet  he  got  one  of  the  highest  positions  f 

Ansioen',  I  do  not  think  he  ever  claimed  it.  • 

Question,  His  own  testimony  before  Congress  was  that  he  was  in  Gener^  Gillem'fl 
army  when  the  news  came  that  Alabama  was  admitted,  and  came  and  took  his  seat, 
and  took  his  pay;  but  the  general  fact  of  the  large  number  of  men  coming  and  seizing 
the  offices  did  create  a  pr^udice,  and  made  men  suspicious  of  all  who  oame  f 
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Answer.  Tea,  air;  I  have  do  donbt  of  that  wbatevor.  I  think  it  created  the  aaroe 
effect  here  that  it  would  in  any  Northern  State,  except  that  it  waa  less  yiolent  in  its 
character  among  the  -sou them  people  than  it  would  have  been  among  the  stubborn 
races  of  the  North,  if  they  had  been  conquered  and  subjected  to  the  same  task.  I  have 
BO  doubt  of  it.  I  think  it  would  have  beeo  borne  with  much  less  patience  there,  whether 
right  or  wroiigj,  than  it  was  home  here. 

Question,  la  it  or  not  true  that  after  a  northern  man  comes  here,  and  it  is  known  that 
he  is  going  to  cast  his  fortunes  with  these  people  and  take  his  chances  with  them,  that 
he  is  well  received  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  sir.  I  have  found  do  trouble  myself.  I  have  made  it  a  rule  of  my 
life  to  seek  no  favors  of  communities,  and  ask  for  no  social  civilities  of  the  world,  and  I 
have  had  every  courtesy  extended  to  me  that  I  desired  in  any  country.  I  can  speak 
for  myself  and  others  I  have  seen.  I  think  the  rule  prevails  as  a  general  thing.  While  I 
seldom  accept  of  kindDessos  of  people,  I  think  it  is  generally  offered. 

Question.  Your  general  information  is  that  a  Ku-Kluz  organization,  so  called,  did 
exist  here  up  to  and  about  the  summer  of  1866  T 

Answer.  I  share  the  popular  belief  that  there  was  such  an  organization. 

Question.  Was  it  or  not  true  that  up  to  the  time  of  the  admission  of  the  State  under 
the  constitution  to  which  I  have  referred,  in  June,  1868,  you  had  been  almost  without 
civil  government  for  a  year  or  two,  and  under  military  rule  ? 

Answer.  The  condition  of  the  country,  so  far  as  the  administration  of  either  criminal 
or  civil  law  was  concerned,  was  exceedingly  lax.- 

Question.  Men  seldom  thought  of  redressing  grievances  by  appealing  to  the  courts, 
or  collecting  their  debta  by  the  Judgment  of  a  court  f 

Answer.  1  think  that  was  the  general  feeling. 

QuesiMn.  You  had  no  organization  of  the  State  government  until  June,  1868,  had 
yout 

Answer.  None  except  the  provisional  or  military. 

QuesUon.  You  had  no  organm)d  civil  State  government ;  you  were  under  military 
control  f 

Answer.  None,  except  the  provisional  government. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  Governor  Pattod  appointed  governor  f 

Answer.  Yes;  sir.    I  made  that  exception. 

Question.  Was  not  this  indisposition  to  go  into  the  courts  under  his  administration  T 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir }  generally  it  was  from  the  lassitude  and  exhaustion  of  the  war. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  I  want  the  condition  of  the  country.  You  were  under  military  rul^;  your 
governor  appointed  by  the  President,  and  your  military  officers  were  officers  of  the 
Army,  and  your  people  did  not  elect  anybody  1  * 

Answer.  No,  sir.    There  was  no  expression  of  the  public  voice. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QuesUon.  Was  not  Governor  Patton  elected  by  the  people  of  this  State  governor  in 
thelall  of  1868,  and  did  he  not  hold  his  office  for  over  two  years — up  to  the  25th  of 
July,  1868^  a  man  that  lives  immediately  in  atl  adjoining  county  to  you  ? 

Answer.  I  am  hot  certain  about  it — that  this  is  the  fact.    It  is  a  matter  of  history. 

Question.  That  is  the  fact ;  a  democratic  governor  at  that. 

Answer.  I  am  not  fresh  on  that. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Did  not  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 1867,  known  as  the  first  reconstruc- 
tion act,  and  its  amendment  of  March  9, 1867,  and  amendment  of  July,  1867,  provide 
that  all  your  civil  governments  should  be  merely  provisional,  and  that  the  military 
conmianders  should  take  charge  of  you  until  you  were  reconstructed  f 

Answer.  I  believe  that  is  the  law. 

Question,  And  under  those  acts  of  Congress  you  remained  until  your  constitution,  and 
that  was  doclarc^d  adopted  in  June,  1868  f 

Anstver.  June,  1868. 

(Question.  Ihey  voted  on  it  in  March  or  February? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Declared  adopted  in  a  way  that  gave  dissatisfaction  f 

Atiswcr.  Yes,  sir;  they  uoc  only  thought,  but  I  understood  they  had  the  direct  alle- 
gation or  protest  of  General  Terry,  then  commanding  the  department,  declaring  that 
the  people  had  not  adopted  that  government,  and  that  that  provision  requiring  ^t  least 
one-half  of  the  registered  vote  to  bo  cast  had  not  been  complied  with;  thoy  had  not 
been  cast — that  the  democratic  party  had  defeated  it  by  staying  away  from  the  polls, 
demonstrajting  that  they  could  have  defeated  i  t  if  they  had  gone  about  it,  which  made 
his  position  doubly  strong.    The  records,  I  believe,  show  tlmt  General  Terry  entered 
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an  affirmative  protoet,  or  assertion  at  leasts  to  the  effect  that  it  had  not  been  adopted 
under  the  oongressional  law.  Therefore,  the  people,  after  abstiining  from  voting,  and 
allowing,  under  the  provisions  of  that  act,  the  republicans  not  only  to  adopt  the  con- 
stitution by  the  act  of  Congress,  but  to  put  in  office  these  men  they  had  voted  few  when 
the  people  could  have  defeated  them,  felt  that  they  were  the  subjects  of  usurpation ; 
that  they  had  been  the  subjects  of  congressional  government,  and  thoy  had  no  gov- 
ernment of  their  own. 

Question,  They  felt  that  they  were  1^lder  Congress  and  not  under  their  own  volition  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  general  feeling. 

Question,  During  this  four  years,  beiore  your  courts  were  organized,  and  abont  the 
time  they  were  organized,  under  that  form,  was  about  the  time  the  Ku-Klux  were  called 
into  existence  here  ? 

Anatcer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  understanding. 

Question,  Is  it  your  understanding,  further,  thafe  later  in  1868,  after  the  ffovemment 
got  into  operation  in  a  civil  form  fairly,  those  organizations  were  disbanded  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  understanding  from  the  popular  belief,  but  I  have  do 
persi^nal  means  of  infoi^nation.  I  have  heara  it  alleged  by  a  resident  of  East  Tennes- 
see, a  man  of  some  intelligence  and  apparent  truth,  that  he  was  cognizant  of  the  first 
organization  of  that  order  in  that  country,  and  he  stated,  or  professed  to  state,  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  organization,  in  its  incipiency,  grow. 

Question,  What  wore  the  circumstances,  as  you  understood  theniT 

Anstcer,  He  stated  he  had  been  a  confederate  soldier  and  lived  in  East  TenneMee; 
that  on  the  return  of  the  Federal  and  conft«derato  soldiers  to  their  homea  in  East  Ten- 
nessee there  was  a  very  bitter  feeling,  of  a  local,  internecine  chailMiter,  growing  up  be- 
tween them,  and  resulting,  in  many  cases,  in  violence;  that  the  Fedei-al  soldiers  fu 
outnumbered  the  confederates,  and  had,  with  much  violence,  run  them  off  and  whipped 
them,  and  shot  them,  as  was  also  allc^d  in  other  places — some  portions  of  Kentucky, 
in  a  part  of  Missouri,  and  portions  of  these  States,  (by  the  way,  some  of  the  men  of 
my  old  command  were  sent  away) — and  that  the  organization  of  the  Union  Leagoe  sug- 
gested to  their  opponents  to  organize  a  secret  club  of  their  own  for  the  porpos^of  self- 
defeuse;  that  the  style  and  name  of  the  organization  was  taken  from  a  social  or  civic 
organization  which  was  started  at  Pulaski,  Tennessee,  about  which  I  have  no  doubt, 
for  I  recollect  of 'hearing,  as  I  came  on  the  train— I  think  it  was  in  1866,  as  nosa  as  I 
can  remember — from  Nashville,  a  young  man  there  describing  the  first  appearance  of 
this  organization.  That  was  the  first  I  ever  hoard  of  it.  Its  object  was  civic  and 
charitaole,  and  related,  in  some  of  its  features,  to  an  amusement.  Tnis  individual,  my 
relator  from  East  Tennessee,  stated  that  the  organization  in  its  form  and  name  was 
taken  from  this  other  organization  in  Pulaski.  Whether  there  is  any  truth  in  it  I  do  not 
know,  but  I  heard  it  with  considerable  curiosity,  and  it  appeared  plausible  and  natural 
that  it  should  have  grown  up  in  that  way. 

Question,  Wliatevcr  its  origin,  was  it  not  the  fact  that,  at  the  time  when  the  civil 
governments  were  in  a  demoralized  condition,  when  the  negro  element  was  thrown  for- 
ward for  the  first  time,  mostly  ignorant,  and  being  used  by  such  men  as  Colonel  Callis, 
and  others,  for  political  purposes,  there  were  cases  of  muMers,  rapes,  arsons,  and  other 
like  things  being  perpetrated  in  such  a  way  that  the  civil  courts  could  not  roach  them, 
and  men  were  afraid,  or  pretended  to  be  afraid  f 

Answer,  There  was  a  general  sense  of  insecurity  here,  and  a  feeling  that  that  portion 
of  the  community  which  had  been  anti-tederal,  or  confederate  in  its  tentiments,  was 
under  a  ban,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  organization  grew  out  of  the  traditions  and 
associations  of  those  men  indulging  in  a  common  sympathy,  and  feeling  a  common 
sense  of  danger.  I  think  that  was  the  cause  of  it,  judging  from  ordinary  human  mo- 
tives. 

Question,  You  think  it  was  disbanded  about  1868  in  this  State  f 

Answer,  1  think  so. 

Question.  Is  it  your  judgment  that  bands  of  bad  men  committing  depredations  since 
nsed  these  disguises  simply  to  protect  themselves  in  committing  these  outrages  f 

Answer,  I  am  as  certain  as  I  am  of  any  fact  of  which  I  have  no  positive  knowledge, 
as  certain  as  any  decided  opinion  can  make  a  man,  that  that  is  the  fact.  I  think  that 
the  opinion  I  utter  is  shared  by  a  very  largo  majority  of  the  law-abiding  and  orderly  men. 

Question,  Public  sentiment  is  against  these  lawless  marauders  now,  by  whatever 
names  they  call  themselves  f 

Ansu>€r,  I  think  so.  The  editor  of  the  Hnntsville  Democrat,  Mr.  Clay,  has  always 
denounced  them  since  their  organization.  I  do  not  think  he  has  ever  referred  to  it  ex- 
cept in  terms  of  condemnation  and  disapprobation.  I  think  uniformly  so.  I  have  been 
interrogated  as  to  the  fact  whether  his  paper  was  not  a  leading  democratic  organ  at 
present.  Ho  has  always  been  a  leading  democrat  in  the  country,  and,  I  believe,  was  an 
original  secessionist,  and  is  opposed  to  the  '*  new  departure."  He  has  nnilormly  op- 
po^  that  oi^nization. 

Question,  Orcourse  you  have  bad  men  among  you  like  all  other  people f     . 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  many  of  them.    They  are  many  who  are  poor  and  diasolute  and 
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irresponsible,  and  in  commonitiee  they  have  organized  togetjier,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  a 
sort  of  voluntary  local  association  for  purposes  of  theft,  and  to  gratify  their  personal 
animosities.    I  think  that  is  true. 

QuesHon.  Ton  think  they  have  done  so,  using  this  garb  or  disguise  as  a  means  of  con- 
cealment f 

Anstper.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Question,  By  the  way,  speaking  of  this  thing,  our  distinguished  Senator  has  asked 
you  about  violences  and  offenses.  Do  you  remember  the  band  of  men  operating  in  the 
riots  that  occurred  at  Seymour  and  New  Albany,  Indiana  f 

Anmcer,  1  remember  the  newspaper  reports  of  them. 

QnestUm.  Were  they  about  as  bad  as  those  around  heref 

Answer,  They  were  very  much  of  the  same  character;  the  result  of  lawlessness. 

Question.  You  never  thought  of  charging  the  good  people  of  Indiana  with  that  as  a 
part  of  a  system  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  it  would  be  unjust  to  make  it  the  basis  of  an  opinion  or  a 
political  act.  * 

Question.  A  word  about  this  church  property.  Do  you  know  enough  about  the  Meth- 
odist Church  iu  its  divisions  to  know  whether  or  not  this  portion  of  the  country  was 
gtyen  up  in  a  voluntary  split  to  the  Methodist  Church  Soutn  f 

Answer.  In  the  division  in  the  war? 

Question.  No ;  before  the  war.         , 

Ansioer.  O,  yes,  sir;  that  is  a  matter  of  history.  This  was  embraced  in  the  territory 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South. 

Questi(yn.  Were  the 'churches  and  property  owned  by  the  Methodist  Church  after  the 
"war,  up  to  the  visit  of  Mr.  Lakin,  owned  generally  by  the  Methodist  Church  South  f 

Answer,  I  think  they  were  altogether,  for  there  was  no  Methodist  Church  North  here. 

QuesHon,  Was  the  object  of  Mr.  Lakin  to  get  a  mfgority  of  the  congregation  to  de- 
tach themselves  from  the  church  South,  and  attach  themselves  to  the  church  North, 
thereby  putting  themselves  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Northern  Methodist  Church  f 

Ansteer.  My  understanding  is  that  the  purpose  was  either  to  detach  or  create  organ- 
izations for  the  purpose  of  uniting  them  with  the  northern  church. 

Qttestion,  And  placing  them  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  nothern  church? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  far  as  he  could  detach  congregations,  do  you  know  whether  it  was  the 
purpose  to  carry  the  property  along  with  tnem  ? 

Answer.  I  have  an  indistinct  recollection  of  hearing  something  of  the  sort  said  about 
some  effort  to  secure  the  property  control  of  a  church.  I  do  not  know  what  it  was ;  I 
have  heard  many  things  of  the  kind  asserted  about  getting  control  of  church  property. 
I  believe  suits  have  g^rown  out  of  that. 

Question,  In  Virginia  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  in  Mississippi  there  was  a  case,  but  the  circumstances  of  this 
ease  I  do  not  now  recall,  and  I  could  not  designate  vnth.  accuracy.  I  have  a  general  rec- 
ollection of  an  effort  made  to  get  the  property  control  of  a  church,  but  what  church 
I  do  not  remember  now  ;  it  may  have  been  in  the  line  of  his  duty. 

Question.  The  persons  who  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Church  South,  and  by  the  origi- 
nal voluntary  division  still  owning  the  property,  of  course,  strongly  objected  to  remov- 
ing their  church  property  to  the  jiu-isdiction  of  another  church  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  so ;  that  was  the  jj^oneral  fact,  I  believe.  There  was  a  feeling 
growing  out  of  that,  and  I  know  the  animosity  between  the  two  ohurches  was  quite 
bitter ;  there  was  a  good  deal  of  feeling  about  it,  but  it  was  a  matter  iu  which  I  was  not 
interested,  and  I  gave  it  no  attention,  and  can  testify  with  no  directness  or  accuracy. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  order  of  the  commandant  of  this  post  to  fire  at  men 
caught  with  their  disguises  on.    Do  you  recollect  when  that  order  was  promulgated  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  a  recollection  of  hearing  of  an  order  to  that  effect ;  1  never 
saw  it ;  but  whether  that  order  directed  them  to  t&e  without  challenge,  or  attempt  to 
arrest  or  not,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  A  point  now  upon  which  I  wish  to  make  inquiry  is,  whether  that  order  had, 

in  your  opinion,  any  effect  in  repressing  these  organizations  of  armed  disg[uised  men  ? 

•  Atiswer.  I  do  not  think  the  order  was  issued  until  after  the  entrv  of  this  Klan  into 

town,  but  I  should  presume  that  it  would  have  that  effect ;  whether  it  did  or  uot  I 

cannot  say. 

Question.  Which  entry  of  the  disguised  men  in  this  town  do  you  mean ;  in  the  sum- 
mer or  fall  ? 

Answer.  The  one  that  occurred  on  the  night  of  the  rio£. 

Question,  In  the  £aU  of  186d  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  is  your  conviction  that  that  order  did  have  that  eff^t  to  repress  these 
practices  of  men  banding  together  and  disguising  themselves  ? 
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Answer,  I  have  s^tod  that  that  would  be  the  natural  effect,  and  it  probably  did.  I 
would  state  that  within  or  about  the  time — though  I  am  not  positive  as  t<o  the  datefr— 
the  soldiers  did  arrest  three  men,  either  in  town  or  out  of  it  somewhere,  and  confined 
them  in  the  Jail.  There  was  no  shooting  done  and  the  men  disappeared;  I  do  not 
know  where  they  went  to. 

Question,  You  have  expressed  the  opinion,  Mr.  Day,  that  this  Ku-Elux  Klan,  in  ita 
original  organization,  embraced  the  poor,  dissolute,  and  irresponsible  men  in  the  com- 
munity.   Do  I  understand  you  correctly  f 

Ariawer.  No,  sir ;  you  do  not. 

Question.  And  that  they  were  for  the  purposes  of  theft,  &c.  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  in  that  way. 

Question,  Please  correct  my  misunderstanding. 

A^liswer,  I  have  stated  that  bands  of  disguised  persons^  whenever  now  seen  in  tho 
country,  I  believe  to  be  men  who  are  poor,  dissolute,  and  irresponsible,  and  that  their 
organization  finds  its  only  power  of  cohesion  in  a  disposition  to  steal  and  to  gratify  per- 
sonal malice.  • 

Question,  Upon  what  facts  within  your  knowledge  does  this  opinion  rest  f 

Answer,  It  rests  upon  the  only  case  I  have  seen  in  which  these  men  have  indulged  in 
violence,  and  upon  my  general  belief,  and  that  general  belief  which  is  shared  with  the 
good  men  of  the  country,  many  of  whom  I  believe  to  have  been  associated  with 
the  original  organization,  but  who  left  that  organization  and  now  frown  upon  it  and 
condemn  it. 

Question,  How  do  you  know  who  left  that  organization ;  I  understood  you  to  say  this 
forenoon  that  you  never  hoard  a  man  admit  that  he  was  a  member? 

Answer,  I  did. 

Question,  How  do  you  know  who  left  it  T 

Answer.  I  do  pot  know. 

Question,  How  do  you  know  whether  the  original  organization  embraced  good  oc 
bad  men  ? 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  it. 

Question,  How  do  you  know  it  did  not  exist  for  the  purpose  of  plunder  T 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  it  and  have  not  asserted  it.  I  have  said  this,  and  I  now  re- 
peat it,  although  I  think  I  have  been  very  explicit  and  clear  on  that  point,  and  I  can- 
not conceive  how  I  could  be  misnnderstO€>d,  that  I  have  shared  and  entertaiued  only 
what  I  consider  the  popular  and  general  belief  in  regard  to  the  constituents,  puipoaes, 
and  fate  of  that  orgauization ;  that  I  draw  my  inference  from  a  general  beliei,  and 
from  the  expression  of  concurrence  or  non-concurrence  that  I  hear  from  the  good  m^ 
of  the  country,  as  to  its  existence  or  non-existence  and  purposes. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  that  organization,  among  other  objects,  sought  to 
influence  the  results  of  elections  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  Did  you  believe  that  to  be  true  which  was  imputed  to  that  order  f 

Ansujer,  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  believe  it  was  organized  for  that  purpose,  but  I  think 
that  organization  in  existence  anywhere  would  Jbave  that  effect ;  out  I  believe,  and  my 
recollection  is,  that  there  were  no  elections  taking  place  when  that  organization  com- 
menced, and  the  possibility  or  probability  of  them  was,  perhaps,  indefinite  and  un- 
certain. 

Question,  Is  it  your  opinion  that  this  Ku-Klux  Elan  ever  scourged  or  otherwise  mal- 
treated Union  mei^  because  of  their  opiniou  or  for  the  purpose  of  deterring  them  from 
voting  in  accordance  with  their  opinions  f 

Aneicer.  I  think,  probably,  that  that  may  have  been  the  case,  for  partisanship  ran 
very  high  in  this  country,  and  it  would  be  very  probable  that  a  body  of  men  affiliating 
in  secret,  of  a  common  political  faith,  would  be  sti  mulated  to  the  exercise  of  violence, 
under  that  state  of  facte,  lK)ward  their  opponents  ;  but  I  have  never  known  of  a  case 
of  that  sort. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  case  of  that  kind  ? 

Answer,  I  have  heard  only  the  popular  allegation  contained  in  the  newspapers ;  none 
that  I  recall  now. 

Ques^on,  I  understood  yon  to  express  rather  an  unfavorable  opinion  this  forenoon  as 
to  the  truth  of  newspaper  articles. 

Answer,  I  think  I  assigned  my  reason.  I  believe  this  a  reason  that  ia  common  to  aU 
men  who  rely  upon  a  |;iven  amount  of  evidence  to  produce  convictions  on  their  minds. 

Question,  That  leads  me  to  inquire  of  you  in  reference  to  the  article  in  the  Patterson 
Guardian  in  referende  to  Mr.  Lakin.  Why  did  you  credit  that  article,  when  you  ex- 
pressed a  general  disbelief  of  newspaper  accounts  f 

Answer,  If  I  might  be  informed  oi  tn^fact  that  I  did  credit  it,  or  had  such  an  idea,  I 
would  ^ve  a  direct  answer. 

Question,  Do  you  say  you  did  not  credit  it? 

Answer.  I  would  make  the  same  answer  J  made  to  the  interrogatories  touchiog  my 
belief  as  to  the  general  current  of  newspaper  reports  of  a  partisan  character.    I  Uiiuk 
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I  neither  attached  credit  nor  discredit.  I  heard  it  as  a  general  allegation  against  Mr. 
Lakin.  I  have  never  seen  it  denied,  and  know  nothing  more  of  it  than  I  saw  in  that 
statement. 

Question,  Did  yon  ever  read  the  original  paper  in  which  this  article  was  said  to  have 
heen  pnhlished  f 

Answer.  I  think  I  saw  the  paper,  bnt  I  do  not  think  I  read  it.  I  think  Mr.  Clay  took, 
the  paper  ont  of  his  pocket,  and  was  reading  it  to  some  one  hlmselfl  I  did  not  read 
the  article. 

Question.  Abont  when  was  that  article  published  f 

Answer.  I  think  within  four  or  five  months  past.  That  is  my  impression  of  it,  though 
my  memory  of  dates  is  inaccurate. 

QuesUon.  Was  it  before  Mr.  Lakin  gave  his  testimony,  on  the  13th  of  June  last  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  since;  in  fact,  I  am  pretty  clear  upon  that  point. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  the  responsibility  of  the  editor  of  that  paper — 
the  Patterson  Guardian  t 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  a  man  of  truth  f 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  whatever  of  him. 

Question.  Did  not  the  fact  that  Mr.  Lakin  had  given  testimony  before  the  committee 
of  investigation  relating  to  the  political  condition  of  Alabama  create  a  very  strong 
sentiment  against  him  in  this  community  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  it  did ;  a  most  decided  and  emphatic  one,  and  it  was  based  upon  the 
belief  that  Mr.  Lakin  knew  he  had  misrepresented  the  population  of  which  he  spoke. 
That  is  undoubtedly  the  foundation  of  the  decided  feeling  against  him. 

Question.  That  he  had  done  injustice  to  the  State,  and  he  knew  it? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  that  is  the  general  belief. 

Question.  When  yon  speak  of  the  general  belief;  do  you  mean  that  republicans  shared 
that  opinion  9 

Ansu>er.  I  mean  the  general  belief,  as  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  it. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  a  republican,  in  this  community  or  out  of  this  com- 
munity, express  the  opinion  tliat  Mr.  Lakin,  in  whole  or  in  detail,  was  not  truthful? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  republican  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Davis,  a  man  that  was  a  republican,  and,  I  reckon,  is  yet — ^Nicholas 
Davis. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Is  he  a  republican  now  ? 

Answer.  I  reckon  so ;  I  do  not  know  exactly.    He  has  always  been  rather  shaky. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Ton  say  he  is  rather  shaky  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  has  much  faith  in  the  tenets  of  the  creed. 

Qttestioh.  Did  he  vote  with  that  party  last  fall  ? 

Answer,  I  think  so ;  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Is  he  trusted  with  the  party  now  ? 

Answer.  I  doubt  whether  he  ever  was  very  extensively  trusted  by  them. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  that  he  had  not  the  confidence  of  that  party? 

Answer.  Ton  may  understand  this :  that  they  were,  as  he  alleges,  guilty  of  ill  &ith 
and  excesses,  ntterlv  outside  of  the  platform  on  which  they  professed  to  stand.  My 
understanding  is  that  he  professes  to  stand  on  the  platform  and  declines  to  defend 
the  usurpations  and  violences  of  which  he  thought  that  party  guilty  through  their 
congressional  action,  but  he  stands  squarely  on  the  republican  platform  as  that  party 
writes  it  out  and  asks  the  people  to  vote,  leaving  out  of  sight  tne  inner  springs  of  mo- 
tive and  action  and  the  outer  evidence  of  conduct.  But  he  stood  on  the  platform  it- 
self. 

Question.  And  voted  with  the  party  ? 

Answer.  On  recollection,  I  am  quite  positive  that  he  voted  for  Governor  Smith  last 
fall. 

Question.  How  does  he  stand  to-day  ? 

Aneicer.  Well,  I  have  heard  him  within  the  last  week  give  his  opinion  of  the  demo- 
cratic party,  and  I  think  that  a  more  zealous  republican  hearing  that  would  indorse  it 
and  taKe  him  by  the  hand.  In  other  words,  he  abused  the  party  al)out  as  far  as  the 
English  language  would  do  it.    I  think,  however,  he  favors  the  "  new  departure"  idea. 

Question.  Then  I  understand  yon  that  he  indorses  the  republican  platform,  but  con- 
demns the  action  of  the  party  ? 

Answer.  He  condemns  many  of  their  acts,  snch  as  tbe  congressional  acts,  local  organ- 
ization, and  their  action  putting  upon  the  people  officers  not  elected.  I  think  he  is  op- 
posed  to  that ;  but  I  thiuK  Mr.  Davis  was  the  first  of  one,  or  two,  or  three  men  to  or 
^nize  a  republican  nucleus  in  this  State. 

40a 
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QuesHon.  I  ask  whether  he  is  now,  at  heart,  in  co-operation  with  the  repahlican 
party  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  is  in  hearty  co-operation  with  that  party.  That  is  my 
belief  I  think  his  opinion  is  that  there  are  many  rascals  in  control  that  he  cannot 
affiliate  with ;  in  fact  ne  so  expressed  himself.  I  desire  to  quote  as  nearly  as  I  can  his 
idea. 

Queaiian.  Besides  Mr.  Davis,  what  other  republican  have  yon  heard  express  an  opinion 
against  Mr.  Lakin  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  think  any  one.    I  do  not  remember  any  one. 
Question.  Have  you  heard  any  republican  say  that  his  statement  was  not  tme  f 
Answer.  1  do  not  remember  any  republican.    If  I  have,  it  has  escaped  my  mind. 
Question.  Then,  if  I  understand  you  correctly,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Davis,  the 
unfavorable  opinion  of  Mr.  Lakin  as  a  man  of  character  and  truth  is  confined  wholly 
to  the  democratic  party  t 

Answer.  With  the  exception  I  make,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  goes^  it  is.  In  £aot  I 
believe  there  are  very  few  white  members  of  the  republican  party  in  this  connty.  Their 
numbers  are  quite  limited.  I  think  that  if  they  united  upon  the  expression  of  an  opin- 
ion it  would  hardly  create  a  public  ^ntiment. 

Question.  Did  I  not  understand  you  to  say  awhile  ago  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  men 

had  settled  in  this  vicinity  and  that  the  majority  of  them  voted  the  republican  ticket? 

Answer.  I  have  forgotten  the  number  I  assigned.    It  was  along  between  one  hundred 

and  o^e  hundred  and  fifty,  and  it  is  my  belief  that  the  majority  of  them  vote  with  the 

republican  party. 

Question,  Of  tne  old  resident  white  population,  what  proportion  vote  the  repahlican 
ticket  f 

Answer.  I  have  forgotten  the  white  voting  population  of  this  connty.  I  think  the 
aggregate  vote  now  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  five  thousand,  or  a  very  little  nndw  it, 
and  I  should  think  as  a  mere  matter  of  opinion — ^it  may  be  inaccurate,  howevei^-thai 
there  might  be  from  fifty  to  seventy  and  perhaps  one  hundred  white  men  repabllcans. 
My  best  belief  is,  though,  that  that  is  an  overestimate,  but  I  may  be  inaccurate.  I 
merely  state  my  impression. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  Mr.  Van  Valkenburff  located  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  Lakin  at  Peru,  Illinois,  and  that  it  was  there  that  he  became  acquainted 
with  his  character  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  did  not  intend  to  say  that,  and  I  do  not  think  I  did.  If  that  inference 
is  in  there,  it  comes  from  the  connection  of  the  answer  with  the  question.  What  I 
understood  Mr.  Van  Yalkenbnrg  to  say  was  this  :  after  the  allegation  of  his  seduction 
of  his  niece  by  some  one  in  the  party  where  Mr.  Van  Valkenburg  was,  he 
stated  that  he  had  the  information  from  there — it  was  from  Indiana,  and  it  was 
so,  or  all  right.  I  do  not  remember  his  words,  but  his  statement  was  affirmative  in 
its  character,  and  I  took  it  that  he  referred  to  this  alleged  seduction ;  but  whether  it 
was  at  Peru,  Illinois,  or  Peru,  Indiana,  I  do  not  know.  My  opinion,  or  rather  my 
supposition,  was  that  it  was  Peru,  Indiana,  if  there  was  such  a  place,  becau^  I  lived 
within  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  of  Peru,  Illinois,  and  never  heard  of  Lakin. 

The  Chairman.  I  live  within  eighteen  miles  of  Peru,  Indiana,  and  have  heard  of  Mr. 
Lakin. 
Question.  Is  Mr.  Van  Valkenburg  a  very  strong,  decided  democrat  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  came  from  Peru,  Indiana  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  believe  so. 

Question.  Have  you  overheard  him  speak  in  very  bitter  terms  of  the  administration? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  heard  him  speak  of  the  administra- 
tion at  all  'j  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  had  a  personal  political  conversation  with 
Colonel  Van  Valkenburg ;  I  have  heard  him  speaking  of  political  matters. 
Question.  Was  he  an  officer  of  the  Union  Army  ? 
Answer.  I  understood  so. 
Question.  What  was  his  rank  f 
Answer.  A  colonel  of  infantry. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  he  was  dismissed  from  the  service  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  the  allegations  against  him,  and  also  his  vindication,  in 
letters  from,  I  think,  nearly  every  officer  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  embracing  a 
Urge  number  of  them. 
Question.  Do  you  recollect  what  the  cause  of  his  dismissal  was? 
Answer.  lAy  recollection  is  that  it  was  alleged  defection  to  the  Federal  cause,  as  it 
then  stood ;  I  thinlf  he  was  opposed  to  negro  emancipation  ;  that  is  my  recollection  of 
the  allegation— a  defection  of  that- character ;  and  I  saw  a  long  list  of  letters  writt^ 
to  him  by  officers  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac  that  were  highly  commendatory  of  his 
character  as  an  officer,  and  a  most  triumphant  and  circumstantial  vindication  of  hii 
character  generally. 

Question.  I  am  not  bringing  his  character  into  question  at  alL    I  simply  alladed  to 
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the  fact  to  ascertain  whether  it  has  intensified  his  hittemess  against  the  republican 
party. 

Answer.  I  am  nnable  to  say,  sir.  You  inquire  of  a  &ct,  and  I  state  all  I  know 
of  it. 

Question,  Has  Mr.  Lakin's  fomily  removed  from  here  f 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know,  sir.  My  impression  is  that  he  has  a  married  daughter,  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Bains. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  express  the  deliberate  opinion  that  the  people 
of  the  South  possess  the  virtue  of  patience  under  grievances  in  a  higher  degree  than 
the  people  of  the  North  T  * 

Ansuser.  I  think  this  :  that  there  is  more  stubbornness  and  tenacity  and  persistence 
in  the  character  of  the  northern  population  than  there  is  in  that  of  the  soutnem  popu- 
lation. I  do  not  know  that  patience  or  impatience  would  necessarily  enter  into  it 
when  it  was  a  mere  matter  of  power  and  resistance..    I  state  it  from  that  stand-point. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  it  alleged  that  these  hideous  disguises  adopted  by  the 
Ku-Kluz  Elan  were  assumed  for  the  puipose  of  operating  upon  the  superstitious  fears 
of  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  have. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  they  were  adopted  for  that  purpose  f 

Anstcer.  Well,  1  do  not  know.  It  would  have  that  effect,  I  think.  Whether  that  was 
the  governing  purpose  in  assuming  them,  or  not,  I  cannot  say,  but  I  believe  the  first 
Organization  of  which  I  spoke,  and  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  was  the  first  organization 
which  was  called  Ku-Klnx,  adopted  that  garb,  but  I  do  not  think  it  had  any  reference 
to  negroes  at  that  time. 

Question.  1  understood  you  to  say  in  answer  to  a  question  put  by  Mr.  Beck  that  this 
organization  sprang  up  when  the  negro  was  first  thrown  forward  in  political  matters ; 
am  I  correct? 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  of  saying  so. 

Question.  You  made  some  response  as  to  when  the  negro  element  was  first  thrown 
forward,  in  answer  to  a  question  put  by  Mr.  Beck.    Do  you  recollect  your  statement? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  organized  about  tliat  time,  and  perhaps  a  little  before.  I  be- 
lieve it  was  organized  before  the  negro  element  was  thrown  forward  in  a  political 
sense,  and  I  have  recited  what  I  think  is  true  in  regard  to  the  defensive  or  proper 
character  of  the  organization  in  its  incipiency.  I  do  not  know  that  I  connected  it  with 
the  negro  element. 

Qtiestion,  You  have  spoken  of  General  Warner,  a  late  Senator  firom  this  State.  I  ask 
you  to  state  whether  you'know  or  have  heard  anything  derogatory  to  the  character  of 
General  Warner  for  competency  and  fidelity  in  the  position  which  he  held  ? 

Answer.  Do  yon  refer  to  his  personal  characteristics  for  honesty  and  humanity*  or 
bis  political  character  ? 

Question.  I  wiU  have  the  inquiry  relate  to  his  personal  as  well  as  his  public  character. 

Answer.  1  recollect  of  nothing  that  I  ever  heard  alleged  against  Warner's  personal 
character ;  I  do  not  remember  anything. 

Question.  Was  he  not  eminently  faitlmil  to  the  interests  of  Alabama  while  he  was  in 
Congress? 

Answer.  Iknow  of  nothing  that  he  ever  did  to  injure  the  State — to  injure  it  firom  his 
stand-point — ^nothing  that  involved  any  turpitude,  and  I  do  not  remember  anything 
special  that  he  ever  did  for  it.  I  never  watched  his  course  with  any  solicitude  or  in- 
terest.   I  did  not  know  him  personally.    I  regarded  him  as  a  clever  gentleman. 

Question.  How  long  had  he  resided  in  point  of  fact  in  the  State  of  Bahama  before 
his  election  ? 

Answer.  When  was  the  election?  I  have  forgotten  the  date. 

Mr.  Buckley.  July,  1868. 

The  Witness.  I  do  not  know  how  long  Warner  had  resided  here.  I  saw  him  at 
Montgomery  in  the  winter  of  1866.  He  v/as  then  just  arrived  from  Ohio,  and  was 
talking  of  buying  a  plantation.  How  far  he  became  a  resident  or  became  domiciled 
in  the  State  at  that  time  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  he  had  made  one  crop  of  cotton  at  that  time  ?  • 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.    I  have  very  little  information  about  him  myself 

Question.  What  time  did  Mr.  Lakin  come  here,  to  this  State,  to  the  best  of  your 

recollection  ? 

Answer.  1  am  not  certain  about  it.     My  impression  is  that  I  first  saw  him  here  some 

time  perhaps  in  the  latter  part  of  1867.    I  may  be  wrong;  I  have  no  data  firom  which 

I  could  determine  the  fact. 

Question.  Do  you  know  at  what  time  he  was  indicted,  if  indicted  at  all,  in  the  court 

of  which  you  have  spoken  ? 

Anstcer.  I  have  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the  indictment ;  if  I  have  heard  of  it  I 

liave  forgotten  it ;  but  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  heard  it. 
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Question.  To  what  court  had  you  reference  at  the  time  in  speaking  of  the  abolitioa 
of  a  court  T 

Answer.  I  referred  to  the  newly  created  city  court  with  enlarged  criminal  Jurisdiction. 

Question.  That  was  abolished  at  what  time  T 

Answer.  I  have  forgotten  the  date ;  it  was  nearly  two  years  ago,  I  think. 

Question*  1  hold  in  my  hand  the  acts  of  the  Alabama  legislature  for  1868.  Hece  is 
'<  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  to  establish  the  city  court  of  Huntsville,  approved  August  5, 
1868."    Is  this  the  act  you  had  reference  to  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  me  Chairman  : 

Question.  Is  that  the  act  you  referred  to  as  abolishing  your  civil  court? 
Answer.  1  think  it  is ;  the  court  was  created  here  and  held  perhaps  two  sessions  and 
was  abolished. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  It  was  created,  then,  under  the  administration  of  Governor  Patton  f 
Answer.  I  think,  perhaps,  it  was  the  legislature  succeeding  Governor  Patton. 
Question.  But  it  was  abolished  by  the  succeeding  legislature  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  abolished  by  the  same  legislature  that  created  it,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  The  act  approved  August  5, 1868,  repealed  an  act  of  January  26, 1867,  to 
establish  a  city  court  of  ^untsville  f 

Answer.  What  is  the  interim  of  time  T 

Question.  From  January,  1867,  to  the  5th  of  August,  1868. 

Answer.  Then  it  was  not  exceeding  three  terms ;  I  could  easily  inform  myself  on  that 
subject.  ' 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  I  notice  on  page  434,  in  the  testimony  given  by  Mr.  Dox  befbre  the  com- 
mittee, that  he  refers  to  several  republicans,  naming  you  among  the  rest.  In  that,  I 
suppose,  he  was  mistaken,  was  he  not  f 

Answer.  What  was  the  date  of  his  statement  f 

Question.  It  was  given  July  11, 1871. 

Answer.  Mr.  Dox  was  mistaken  in  assigning  my  political  affiliation  to  the  r^ublieaa 
party. 

Question.  I  will  read  ^ou  his  statement.  Referring  to  Mr.  Lakio,  he  says :  **  Tbere 
are  others  who  know  him  a  great  deal  better  than  I  do— men  of  his  own  party,  men 
who  vote  as  he  votes.  I  can  name  them,  and  you  may  cite  them  if  you  choose.  I 
would  name  Mr.  James  Ware,  Mr.  Figures,  editor  of  the  Huntsvilie  Advocate,  Mr. 
John  Reed,  Mr.  Day." 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Is  there  any  other  gentleman  of  your  name  here  that  he  could  hafs 
referred  to  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  am  aware  of 


The  following  is  the  record  of  the  evidence  in  the  trial  of  Holseapple,  Lindsay,  and 
Malone,  before  United  States  Commissioner  Day,  at  Huntsvilie,  Alabama,  S^tembar  1, 
1871,  referred  to  in  the  testimony  of  Lionel  W.  Day,  page  590. 

United  States  ) 

vs.  >Trial  September  1, 1871. 

HOLSBAPFLB,   LiNDSAT,    MaLONE.  ) 

Wm.  Henderson: 

Question.  What  is  your  name? 

Answer.  William  Henderson. 

Question.  Where  do  you  live? 

An9xoer.  With  C.  Goodloe. 

Question.  In  what  county? 

Answer.  Colbert  County. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  living  there? 

Answer.  Moved  there  two  weeks  after  Christmas. 

Question.  Men  came  to  your  house  disguised ;  how  many? 

Answer.  On  Tuesday  night,  the  15th  day  of  August,  I  had  been  talking  to  Mr.  Good- 
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loe  nntil  11  o'clock  at  nighti  and  then  went  to  bed.  Four  men  came  to  my  room  and 
woke  me  np  and  told  me  to  strike  a  light.  I  shook  Mack,  my  boy ;  woke  him  up  in- 
stead of  getting  up  myself.  He  got  up  and  made  a  light,  and  they  then  told  me  to  get 
up  and  put  on  my  clothes;  that  they  wanted  me  to  go  and  show  them  where  Cater 
Thompson  was.  I  told  them  I  did  not  know  where  he  was  and  did  not  know  him  when 
I  saw  him.  At  that  time  I  had  a  gun  in  the  south  corner  of  the  house.  One  man  was 
standing  between  me  and  the  gun.  I  aimed  to  get  at  it  and  ho  shoved  me  back.  Two 
of  the  men  had  pistols  and  two  of  them  shot-guns,  which  they  presented  at  me  and  told 
me  to  go  out  of  the  door ;  and  as  I  turned  around  to  go  out  of  the  door  I  saw  Mr.  Dnce 
Lindsav,  who  put  his  hand  on  my  shoulder ;  did  not  hurt  me.  I  knew  him  by  a  veil 
on  his  nat  being  turned  back  over  his  hat  from  over  his  face.  The  veil  came  down  over 
the  face  and  the  shoulders  behind.  Am  well  acquainted  with  him  and  knew  it  was  him. 

Question,  How  were  they  dressed? 

Answer,  They  had  on  black  overcoats  and  white  trimmings  around  the  tail,  and  a  cape 
came  down  about  half  way  and  white  trimming  around  it.    All  were  dressed  the  same 
way.    There  was  white  trimming  around  the  waist.    Said  they  wanted  me  to  go  with 
him  to  William  Milam's  house,  and  I  startod  out  of  the  door.   They  then  said  they  did 
not  want  to  go  there :  that  they  wanted  to  go  to  the  quarter.    I  went  on  with  them 
until  we  got  half  of  the  way,  when  they  turned  and  went  out  to  the  railroad  due  east. 
We  went  down  against  the  quarter  on  the  railroad  and  halted  at  a  little  crossing.    Mr. 
Buce  Lindsay,  the  same  man  that  helped  me  all  the  way  down  by  the  shoulder,  reached 
down  and  picked  up  a  line  at  the  end  of  the  bridge.    Another  one  I  did  not  know 
picked  up  a  bottle  of  whisky,  and  then  tied  me,  saying  they  were  afraid  that  I  would 
run  away  and  not  show  ^em  where  the  house  was.    After  they  (five  along  and  four  in 
the  house)  got  me  tied  they  wanted  me  to  go  to  John  Atkison's  to  see  if  Cater  Thomp- 
son was  there.    When  we  got  affainst  the  house  they  said  that  they  did  not  want  John 
Atkison ;  that  they  only  wanted  to  take  me  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  to  keep  me 
firom  appearing  against  them  at  court  any  more.    Right  there  Mr.  William  Malone 
walked  up  and  jabbed  me  with  a  shot-gun  and  asked  me  why  I  went  to  go  to  Tuscum- 
bia  to  have  them  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace.    (Had  William  Malone  and  William 
Inewsom  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace  before  Mr.  Green,  justice  of  the  peace.    Minnis 
admits  it  was  under  State  authority.)    Mr.  Malone  asked  me  then  diduT  Mr.  Dean  tell 
mo  to  go  to  Tuscumbia  f    I  replied  "  No,"  when  he  again  jabbed  me  with  his  ^un,  and 
asked  me  again  did  he  not  tell  me  to  go.    To  keep  him  from  hurting  me,  I  said  "  Yes, 
sir.''    He  then  asked  me  if  Mr.  Goodloe  didn't.    Mr.  Dean  never  told  me  anything  about 
it.    Went  on  then  until  we  got  to  the  horses,  hitched  in  the  woods,  half  a  mile.    Was 
then  tired ;  halted ;  had  a  little'fire  made  up.    The  little  switches  they  had  with  them 
had  fire  on  the  end,  and  Mr.  Duce  Lindsay  stooped  down,  struck  a  match  to  the  fire, 
and  lit  his  pipe,  and  they  passed  the  bottle  of  whisky  around,  and  then  I  saw  Mr.  Ma- 
lone's  face,  as  he  flung  the  veil  from  over  his  face  as  I  was  looking.    They  got  the  horses 
and  put  me  on  before  them.    They  then  came  to  the  Newport  and  Cherokee  road.    Mr. 
Duce  Lindsay  mounted  Mr.  Holseapple's  horse  and  took  me  up  behind  him.  and  Mr. 
Holseapple  and  William  Malone  went  on  to  get  a  skiff  b  v  the  time  the  others  got  there,  and 
then  there  were  only  tour  horses ;  two  doubled  on  tne  gray  horse  behind  me,  and  I 
repli^  to  Mr.  Duce  Lindsay — didn't  call  his  name  as  I  was  afraid  to  let  him  know  I 
knew  him — **  Please  not  to  hurt  me."    He  raised  the  veil  from  over  his  face,  and  com- 
menced telling  me  what  I  had  done  to  him,  and  how  much  I  had  cost  him.     A  few 
steps  after  I  dropped  my  hat  in  the  trotting  of  the  horse.    Mr.  William  Malone  and 
another  a  little  oehind,  I  did  not  know,  stopped  and  got  it ;  he  galloped  on  by  me  with 
my  hat  in  his  hand.    When  I  got  to  the  river  before  Newport  Door,  there  they  halted 
and  told  me  to  get  down,  and  was  then  tied  with  my  hands  behind  me ;  same  rope 
came  down  and  was  tied  around  my  knees  just  so.    I  could  not  walk  fast.    One  that  I 
did  not  know  helped  me  on  the  fence,  and  held  me  until  I  could  get  on  the  horse, 
after  getting  into  Newport  road,  about    seven  or  ten  panels  from  the  corner,  and 
then   one  pushed    me  on  the  fence.     I  could  use  my  feet  enough  to  climb  on 
them  to  please  help  me  down ;  I  could  not;  one  of  them  marched  up  and  dragged  me 
the  corner  of  the  fence  to  get  on  the  horse.    Got  to  Newport  and  begged  one  of 
off  the  horse  by  the  collar;  do  not  know  the  one.    Holseapple,  who  they  called 
captain,  said,  **  Follo^v  me,"  and  went  down  to  the  water  and  went  up  the  river  about 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  yards,  then  they  came  to  Mulberry  Creek  and  there  was 
a  skiff;  they  bailed  the  water  out  of  it  and  Holseapple  went  in  first  and  called  in  Mr. 
Dnce  Lindsay;  others  I  did  not  know  were  out  guarding  me  and  they  ordered 
hinoi  to  bring  me  in  the  bow  of  the  skiff  and  I  went  in.    Tney  told  me  to  sit  down 
and  told  him  to  come  and  get  by  me  next  to  them  and  turned  the  skiff  out  into 
the    river  and  went  up  about  one  hundred  yards.     Says  Mr.  Holseapple,  *^  This  is 
up  high  enough;  we  will  go  across."    Went  across,  as  I  thought,  about  half  way. 
They    were   going  to  carry  me  across  when  they  first  put  me  in  to  keep  from 
appearing  in  court.    Mr.  Holseapple  says,  "  I  want  to  learn  you  (we  were  about  half 
^wray  across)  how  to  bring  responsible  white  men  up  before  court."  Says  I,  "  Gentle- 
men,  please  don't  kill  me;  put  mo  on  the  other  side  and  I  will  leave  the  country." 
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Dnce  LincUay  says,  "  Tes,  I  want  yoa  to  leave  and  go  to  Illinois  where  all  yonr  otber 
nation  is.''    Mr.  Holseapple  says,  **  Fling  that  damned  nigger  out  of  here ;  I  am  nut 
going  to  carry  him  farther."    I  was  then  tied,  and  one  man  I  did  not  know,  that  was 
Bitting  next  to  me,  says,  '^  Get  out."    I  said, ''  I  can't  get  out ;  pleasenntie  me."   Holse- 
apple says.  '^  Fling  him  out,  fling  him  out,"  and  I  was  sitting  with  my  feet  in  the 
boat  my  back  foremost,  as  I  was  going  across^  and  he  put  his  feet  right  under  my  le^^ 
and  keeled  me  over  backwards :  in  that  time  he  said,  "  Drown  him  or  let  him  wude 
out ;  if  he  can  wade  out  of  here  let  him  go."    As  I  struck  the  w^ater  one  was  holding 
me  nudcr  with  the  oar-paddle ;  I  knew  nothing  then  until  my  right  hand  became  untied ; 
It  didn't  come  untied ;  I  drew  it  out  of  the  loop,  and  after  so  long  a  time  I  came  to  the 
top  and  got  my  wind  a  little  and  tried  to  swim  and  I  sunk,  and  when  I  found  myself 
again  I  had  hold  of  a  rock  under  the  water ;  turned  loose  from  the  rock  and  tried  to 
go  to  the  top ;  was  struggling  or  drowning;  as  I  thought,  all  the  time ;  as  I  tried  to 
come  to  the  top  in  the  next  struggle,  my  other  hand  came  out ;  I  came  to  the  top  then 
and  commenced  to  swim ;  I  looked  at  the  month  of  the  creek  and  saw  them  trying  to 
fasten  the  skiff;  I  went  on  the  bank ;  tried  to  swim  without  making  any  noise ;  dnriiig 
that  time  they  left,  and  Just  as  I  got  in  water  waist-deep  I  took  a  cramp  in  my  hip, 
and  I  had  then  to  get  on  one  knee  and  my  hands  and  crawl  out ;  where  I  got  out  the 
water  waa  only  a  foot  deep,  miry  and  muddy ;  I  sat  down  and  untied  tho  string  from 
around  my  legs,  and  then  crawled  clean  out  of  the  water  on  to  Arm  ground ;  slide  d 
out ;  after  I  got  out,  was  so  full  of  water  I  could  not  walk ;  I  laid  down  and  happened 
to  be  a<!ross  a  root;  I  flung  up  wat^r  enough  so  I  could  walk  a  little ;  I  went  up  the 
river  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  laid  over  across  a  stump  and  flung  right  smart  more 
of  water ;  struck  right  out  across  to  Widow  Haley's  farm,  antf  I  met  one  of  John  Otis's 
boys  and  another  one,  a  young  man,  looked  about  grown ;  asked  me  what  made  me  so 
wet ;  I  said  to  him,  "  I  started  across  the  river  and  fell  in ; "  I  told  him  that  because  I 
was  afraid  these  men  would  And  out  that  I  was  out  and  get  after  me  again,  and  I 
wanted  to  leave  there ;  I  went  on  then  to  Mr.  Brown's  and  asked  him  if  I  might  go 
across  his  field  home,  and  a  white  man  told  me  I  could ;  I  went  right  across  the  field 
home,  and  as  I  got  to  the  bam,  within  two  hundred  yards  of  Mr.  GkKMlloe's  yard.  I 
met  Marion  Matthews ;  he  says,  "  What  in  the  world  makes  you  so  wet  and  muddv  t '' 
Says  I,  "  Please  don't  tell  if  I  tell  you ;  the  Ku-Klux  had  me  and  I  want  to  get  away  from 
here  before  they  have  me  again."    I  did  not  want  them  to  know  bat  what  I  waa 
drowned  until  I  got  away  from  the  country ;  I  go  on  then  down  to  the  yard,  looked  in 
his  garden  and  saw  Mr.  Goodloe;  the  sun  may  have  been  half  an  hour  high,  and  I 
motioned  to  him,  as  he  told  me  that  night  to  go  for  a  doctor  for  his  daughter,  and  he 
came  pretty  briskly  to  me,  and  says,  "What  in  the  world  is  the  matter;  bad  I  been 
after  the  doctor  as  he  told  met"    I  told  him  I  had  not;  that  the  Ku-Klux  came  last 
night  and  t^>ok  me  away  ;  and  after  a  little  bit  ho  came  back,  and  asked  me  what  ronte 
they  had  carried  me,  and  I  told  him  as  near  as  I  could ;  I  told  him  the  route  and  what 
they  done  as  far  as  they  carried  me  from  his  house ;  next  day  morning  he  sent  me 
down  the  river  and  told  me  to  go  where  I  came  oHt  at  and  get  a  powder-gourd  he 
thought  he  lost  down  there ;  I  staid  in  the  neighborhood  two  da^s ;  staid  at  home 
until  I  took  train  ;  Friday  did  not  get  to  train  in  time ;  laid  at  a  neighbor's  house  for 
evening  train  and  came  down  here  to  Huntsville. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  Holseapple  ? 

Answer.  1  knew  his  voice  at  first,  and  after  they  got  In  the  river  in  the  skiff  I  saw 
his  face.     I  knew  his  build. 

Cross-examination : 

On  Tuesday,  the  15th  day  of  August,  was  at  home  all  day,  working.  On  Tuesday 
night  they  took  me  out ;  was  not  in  Newport  that  day.  The  aay  after  1  got  out  of  tLe 
river,  in  the  morning,  Wednesday,  when  I  went  down  to  see  about  trot-line.  Aft**r  I 
got  out  of  river  1  kept  concealed  for  two  days.  Saw  John  Oats;  was  not  down  theie 
on  Tuesday,  but  working  at  Goodloe's  all  day.  Starlight  night  when  I  was  taken  out; 
don't  know  tho  time  of  night.  Mr.  Goodloe  told  mo  to  get  up  in  the  morning  and  go 
for  the  doctor ;  went  Wednesday  morning^  to  Dr.  Cross ;  saw  four  men  in  the  room ; 
did  not  know  them  then ;  saw  Mr.  Duce  Lindsay j  swear  it  was  him ;  had  a  cedar  light 
in  the  lire-place;  can  swear  that  I  recognized  his  features  that  night:  and  swear  that 
lie  was  in  my  house  that  night;  recognized  Mr.  Malone  when  they  took  the  drink;  the 
match  was  lit,  and  lasted  long  enough  to  burn  out ;  swear  that  it  was  Mr.  Maloue ;  I 
imagined  it  was  Mr.  Holseapple  until  we  got  to  the  river ;  did  not  have  any  light ;  I  am 
certain  it  was  him ;  I  saw  his  face  without  a  light,  and  recognized  his  features ;  had  hit 
hat  on.  River  is  about  800  or  900  yards  wide.  First  taken  out,  they  went  west  two 
miles,  if  not  two  and  a  half;  walked  that  from  my  cabin  to  the  horses ;  went  due  north 
half  a  mile ;  turned  back  east,  and  went  three  miles  on  to  Newport.  The  first  two 
miles  were  walked  very  slowly;  next  half  a  mile  slow;  turned  east  threo  miles;  rode 
it;  came  to  Newport.  I  told  Goodloe  that  thev  carried  me  to  tho  river;  did  not  tell 
him  tho  rt)ute  they  carried  me.  After  1  got  in  Newport  road  it  was  three  miles.  After 
we  got  in  the  road  awhile,  Mr.  Malone  and  Mr.  Holseapple  went  by  me  to  get  theakiff; 
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before  thoy  went  after  the  skiff  they  picked  up  my  hat;  it  was  midway  to  the  river ; 
was  in  the  boat  when  I  saw  Holseapple's  face ;  did  not  know  him  befoi-e,  only  by  his 
bnild  and  voice.  Knew  that  day  was  breaking  when  they  pnt  me  out  in  the  river; 
sunk  when  I  was  thrown  in ;  when  I  came  up  I  seen  nothing;  the  second  time  I  saw 
them  at  the  bank  trying  to  fasten  the  skiff;  done  that  wliilo  I' was  under  water,  near 
three  miles  from  Mr.  Goodloe's;  near  half  an  hour  by  the  sun  when  I  got  there.  Saw 
Mr.  Malone's  face  at  the  ilre,  saw  Duce  Lindsay's  face  in  the  house,  and  Holseapple's 
just  before  they  threw  me  out ;  saw  one  little  fellow's  face ;  did  not  know  him ;  recog- 
nized Mr.  Holseapple's  horse  and  a  gray  horse,  (I  think  belonged  to  Mr.  Rankin,)  a  big 
bay,  and  roanish  pony;  could  identify  none  but  Mr.  Holseapple's  horse.  First  saw 
Marion  Matthews  about  two  hundred  yards  from  Mr.  Goodloo's  gate ;  I  said  please  don't 
tell,  the  Eu-Klux  had  me  last  night;  I  know  I  did  not  tell  him  that  I  would  fiud  out 
before  night ;  I  don't  know  whether  I  told  him  that  or  not ;  and  from  my  feelings 
toward  the  three  defendants  before  this  transaction  I  thought  there  was  peace  between 
us  when  they  were  bound  over.  I  did  have  a  conversation  with  James  Carter ;  I  did 
not  tell  him  that  I  would  stump  up  something  against  them  that  would  cost  them 
$1,000  apiece.  Did  not  say  before  William  Matthews  that  if  they  were  all  my  way  of 
thinking  that  I  would  kill  out  all  the  whites  and  take  their  land.  Had  not  got  to  the 
horses  when  he  punched  mo  with  the  gun ;  had  not  seen  Malone's  face  when  ho 
punched  me ;  knew  him  only  by  his  walk  and  build ;  knew  him,  as  he  was  the  only 
large  man  in  the  crowd.  Tied  me  with  a  plow-lino ;  was  tied  with  my  hands  behind 
me,  and  my  legs  were  tied.  In  conversation  on  tho  road  with  Matthews  and  Carter  I 
made  no  threats.  Was  not  at  Newport  on  Tuesday  before  1  was  put  in  the  river.  Went 
to  the  river  only  one  time — the  time  I  went  after  the  powder-gourd ;  I  went  to  see  about 
the  line.  This  was  after  I  was  put  in  the  river.  I  made  a  crop  with  Mr.  Malone ;  he 
took  it  all;  when  I  tried  to  get  it  he  threatened  me.  Had  no  suit  with  Holseapple; 
was  a  witness.    Mr.  Lindsay  was  one  of  tho  men  who  was  going  to  help  Mr.  Malone. 

bis 
WM.  -f  HENDERSON, 
mark. 
Witness :  James  M.  Edgar. 

Mark  Henderson:  Uncle  Henderson  is  my  father;  he  is  ray  mother's  husband.  T 
live  with  him.  Some  men  came  one  night ;  been  three  weeks  to-day,  Hve  men  came. 
I  was  asleep  when  they  came ;  they  told  Uncle  Henderson  to  make  up  a  light ;  Uncle 
Henderson  woke  me  up,  and  I  made  up  a  light.  Three  of  them  came  into  the  house 
and  two  stood  in  the  dr>or.  Knew  Holseapple ;  saw  his  face :  had  on  a  straw  hat ;  am 
well  acquainteiil  with  him  ;  he  did  nothing.  1  started  out  of  the  door,  and  he  told  ufb 
to  go  back.  They  took  William  Henderson  out  of  the  house.  I  staid  in  Lewis's  house 
the  balance  of  the  night ;  the  houses  adjoined.  I  saw  William  Henderson  8  o'clock 
the  next  day;  went  after  Dr.  Cross.  William  Henderson  came  after  me ;  do  not  know 
what  he  wanted ;  I  got  back  home  before  he  saw  me.  I  don't  know  where  William 
Henderson  was  the  day  before  the  night  they  took  him  out. 

Cross-examined : 

Never  told  anybody  what  I  would  swear  before  I  came  here.  Uncle  Jim  Carter 
asked  me  a  while  ago,  biit  I  did  not  tell  him.  Henderson  told  me  this  morning  to  tell 
nothing,  only  what  4.  had  seen  and  heard.  Three  men  came  in  ;  Holseapple  stood  at 
the  door;  1  saw  his  f:ice;  had  a  small  piece  of  a  veil  over  his  face;  I  looked  through 
the  veil  and  saw  his  face ;  am  certain  only  three  men  came  in ;  did  not  look  in  the  faces 
of  the  rest.  Mr.  Holse.npple  bad  on  a  straw  hat ;  wore  a  little  straw  hat  about  there ; 
lie  spoke  to  me,  and  i  knew  his  voice :  could  see  his  features  through  the  veil.  No  one 
in  Lewis's  house  but  himself  and  wife ;  I  staid  all  night.  Don't  know  where  Hender- 
son was  the  day  before.    I  wasn't  there. 

his 
MARK  X  HENDERSON, 
mark. 
Witness:  Jambs  M.  Edgar. 

Marion  Matthews  :  Know  William  Henderson ;  has  been  living  with  Mr.  Goodloe. 
Live  on  same  place.  Saw  William  Henderson  the  next  morning  alter  being  pnt  in  tJie 
river,  some  time  directly  afterward.  Sun  up.  He  looked  as  if  he  had  been  runniug 
throngh  the  dew,  was  bare-headed,  pants  looked  muddy.  Did  not  ask  him  any  ques- 
tions until  after  he  spoke  to  me.  He  stood  a  moment  before  he  spoke.  1  said,  **  What 
the  devil  do  you  want  t "  He  said,  "  Don't  tell  anybody  that  you  saw  me  this  morning." 
I  told  him,  **  I  thought  he  had  been  on  one  of  his  big  drunks.^'  He  told  me  the  Ku-Klux 
had  broken  in  his  house  and  taken  him  out  and  threw  him  in  the  river.  Don't  recol- 
lect of  seeing  him  on  the  evening  after.  I  saw  him  in  the  morning.  He  wont  down 
near  Mr.  Go^oe's  back  gate.  Saw  him  motion,  then  saw  him  in  the  yara  talking. 
Shortly  aftier  he  called  me  out  of  the  house  and  wanted  my  horse  to  go  to  Dr.  CrutM. 
He  then  oommenoed  talking  about  the  Kn-Klux.    He  said  he  would  &ia  out  by  to-mor- 


632         CONDITION   OF  AFFAIRS  IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

row  evening  who  it  was.    Don't  recollect  of  seeing  him  any  more  that  day.    Don't 
recollect  whether  it  waA  the  next  day,  I  saw  him  knocking  ahont  home. 

Cross-examination : 

It  was  a  little  after  sun  ap  when  I  saw  him  the  next  morning.  He  said  nothing  mote 
in  conversation.  He  d^d.not  say  he  didn't  know  who  done  it.  He  onl^  said  he  would 
find  oot  hy  to-morrow  evening.  Saw  him  no  more  that  day/ hut  saw  hmi  a  day  or  two 
after.  From  the  first  to  the  next  conversation  it  was  an  hoar  and  a  hal£  I  saw  him 
in  Goodloe's  garden,  Tuesday  morning. 

Calvin  Goodlob  :  Lives  in  Colbert  County,  District  Northern  Alabama.    I  know  a 
colored  man  named  William  Henderson  that  has  lived  at  my  house  since  February  10th, 
or  about  then.    I  saw  him  Tuesday  night,  about  dusk,  and  saw  him  after  11  o'clock. 
The  last  time  I  saw  him  he  was  with  me  a  half  an  hour.    His  house  is  forty  steps  from 
mine ;  his  wife  was  hired  to  me  as  a  cook  two  weeks  before  I  discharged  her.    Tuesday 
mommg  he  came  to  me  and  said  his  wife  had  come  back.    I  told  him  to  go  on  with  her 
where  she  wanted  to  go.    Told  me  his  wife  had  gone  to  Cross's ;  about  10  or  11  o'clock 
he  came  and  said  he  had  changed  his  mind  ;  he  was  sober  that  nigh^when  we  parted. 
I  heard  nothing  of  a  disturbance.    I  heard  a  noise  or  knocking  at  his  house,  and  sup- 
posed he  was  picking  up  his  wife's  things.    I  saw  him  the  next  morning  a  little  before 
sunrise.    I  saw  him  northwest  of  my  house,  near  the  gate.    I  was  in  the  garden  ;as  I 
came  out  of  the  garden  he  came  in  the  gate  and  called  me :  said  ho  had  not  been  to 
the  doctor's.    He  asked  if  I  did  not  see  the  men  that  took  him  off.    I  told  him  if 
he  had  been  taken  off  and  drowned  he  could  get  evidence  enough.    I  toM  him  to  keep 
himself  secreted.    I  got  on  my  horse  and  went  to  the  river  and  saw  some  evidence  m 
the  tracks  around  the  boat,  and  evidence  where  he  had  puked  some  peach-peelings  and 
a  good  deal  of  water.    Saw  a  great  many  tracks  on  the  railroad.    Saw  some  tracks  at 
the  gin-house,  and  went  to  the  place  that  they  put  him  on  a  horse,  and  found  there  had 
been  three  or  four  horses  hitchea  there,  and  found  evidence  of  his  being  put  on  a  horse. 
The  river  is  low  and  you  can  see  6  or  8  feet  in  it.    I  saw  marks  coming  up  the  banks  as 
if  some  one  had  been  dragged ;  traces  of  persons'  hands  and  the  tracks  of  where  some 
person  had  laid  down ;  the  signs  were  that  he  hod  thrown  up  a  great  deal  of  water. 
There  was  little  dust  on  one  of  the  rails.    The  top  rail  had  been  removed ;  there  was  a 
shoe  track  there ;  I  noticed  his  appearance  when  he  came  to  me  that  morning ;  he  ^was  very 
wet  and  looked  badly,  as  if  he  had  been  on  a  big  drunk.    I  noticed  when  I  came  back  tha^ 
he  had  been  tied  ;  there  was  a  mark  the  one-third  of  a  plow-line  on  his  flesh  of  Hm 
left  hand,  and  a  mark  on  the  right  arm.    I  think  he  worked  in  my  garden  Tuesday, 
t  saw  him  about  7.30  a.  m.  Tue&ay.    I  saw  him  next  about  7  o'clock  same  day ;  came 
to  tell  me  he  would  go  awav.    I  was  not  at  home  on  Tuesday,  some  men  working  at 
my  house  whom  I  do  consiaer  my  family.  I  went  to  town  on  Thursday.    When  I  went 
to  the  river  on  Wednesday  I  took  my  gun.    I  lost  my  gourd,  and  sent  him  to  the  river 
to  see  if  he  could  find  it ;  he  could  not  find  it ;  do  not  know  whether  he  went  to  the 
river.    Knew  him  since  January  17  ;  saw  him  before  an  acquaintance  ;  do  not  know 
him  to  have  had  any  difficulties.    I  know  he  went  to  a  Justice  of  the  peace  and  asked 
him  in  regard  to  having  a  settlement  between  himself  and  Mr.  Malone.    I  know  of  no 
difficulties  he  had  with  any  one  in  his  disposition.    I  consider  him  an  ordinary  man, 
and  an  obedient  one.    I  consider  his  character  as  good  as  any  nigger's. 

Cross-examination : 

I  know  nothing  about  his  being  put  in  a  river  only  from  what  he  told  me.  After  I 
he^rd  the  knocking  on  Tuesday,  and  before  I  went  to  sleen  the  clock  struck  2.  Think 
that  day  would  break  at  4.30  a.  m.  He  told  me  of  the  evidences  of  his  route.  Three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  Newsome's  well  to  the  railroad ;  from  my  house  to  where  the 
horses  were  was  one  and  three-quarter  miles  or  two  miles :  to  the  Newport  road,  be- 
tween a  half  and  one  mile.  The  river  at  the  place  where  I  saw  the  boat  was  800  yards 
wide  ;  to  the  middle  400  yards.  It  would  take  a  man  to  row  a  skiff  from  the  middle 
of  the  river  back  to  whore  I  saw  it,  five  minutes.  Fresh  tracks  from  Newsome's  was 
going  northeast.  His  character  is  good  as  the  average  of  niggers  of  the  country.  Can- 
not say  as  to  his  general  character,  do  not  know  it.  From  my  house  to  the  river,  to 
travel  the  road  ho  said  he  did,  would  be  seven  miles.   Never  saw  him  take  a  drink. 

Colonel  MiMNis : 

Were  any  tracks  barefooted  f 

I  measured  it  at  the  river  and  found  it  the  same  track  as  his ;  from  all  I  ha^-e  beard 
speak  of  him  his  general  character  is  good. 

J.  C.  GOODLOE. 

DEFENSE. 

Robert  Lindsay  :  I  am  a  brother  of  one  of  the  defeudants ;  no  relation  to  th* 
others.    On  the  15th  day  August  I  was  at  home ;  on  the  night  of  the  15th  A«y^^4 1 
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was  &t  Holseapple's  mill ;  etaid  all  night ;  Mr.  Holseapple  staid  with  me  that  night ; 
slept  together ;  I  slept  hot  very  little ;  I  was  on  a  pallet ;  he  told  me  some  one  was 
stealing  nis  com,  and  wanted  me  to  go  np  and  stay  at  his  mill,  and  see  if  we  ooold  not 
catch  uie  thief;  went  to  bed  abont  10  o'clock,  and  slept  together;  it  wa«  a  little 
before  daybreak  when  we  got  np.  Mr.  Holseapple's  mill  was  between  five  and  six 
miles  from  Newport.  Mr.  H.  could  not  have  been  absent  withont  my  knowing  it ;  he 
scarcely  moved  but  what  he  woke  me  up.  I  know  William  Henderson ;  I  know  his 
general  character  to  be  bad.  1  know  Mr.  Holseapple's  character  is  as  good  as  any 
man's  in  Colbert  County.  Henderson's  character  ror  truth  and  veracity  is  very  bad, 
and  would  not  believe  him  on  oath.  I  slept  two  nights  at  Mr.  Holseapple's  mill^  with 
him ;  the  nights  of  the  15th  and  16th.  The  reason  I  left  the  mill  before  daylight  is 
that  it  might  not  be  known  that  we  were  sleeping  there,  as  we  wanted  to  catch  the 
thie£ 

Cross-examination : 

^ 

I  slept  at  the  mill  other  nights ;  went  to  the  mill  and  left  home  between  8  and  9 
o^dock,  just  alter  the  8  o'clock  tnun  passed  Cherokee ;  abont  10  o'clock  when  I  laid 
down ;  about  a  long  mile  from  where  I  lived ;  I  have  staid  about  ti  ve  nights  alto^her ; 
cannot  tell  the  dates  of  the  other  nights ;  no  one  at  the  mill  that  night  but  Holse- 
apple and  myself;  we  both  started  from  the  mill  together.  I  rode  a  black  horse  to  the 
mill.  I  have  known  Henderson  since  four  years  ago ;  was  drunk  when  I  first  saw  him ; 
do  not  know  him  to  have  ever  been  indicted.  He  had  a  case  against  Wm.  Malone,  and 
one  at  TuscnmbixL  Know  him  to  have  a  difficulty  with  Mr.  Horton  and  Mr.  Woodfin, 
abont  lies  being  told ;  his  character  is  bad,  as  every  one  considers  him  a  very  Inean  nig- 
ger. Mr.  John  Campbell  caught  him  stealing ;  saw  mv  brother  that  nlcht ;  he  was 
at  home  when  I  got  tnere.  I  went  in  and  went  to  bed ;  had  not  slept  mu<m  all  night ; 
one  room  to  the  mill. 

RALTKy :  Was  after  daybreak  when  I  got  home.  I  could  not  say  that  he  was  there 
when  1  got  there. 

Commissioner  :  I  fix  the  dat-e  of  my  sleeping  at  the  mill  by  Mr.  Holseapple's  bringing 
some  fruit-jars  and  told  me  to  send  them  up  to  his  place  on  his  wagon.  My  books 
^ow  the  date  of  the  15th  to  be  the  purchase  of  those  jars ;  and  that  night  I  nired  a 
livery-horse  and  went  up  there.  I  am  certain  it  is  tne  same  night  of  the  day  of  the 
purchase  of  those  jars  that  I  slept  at  the  mill. 

B.  M.  LINDSAY. 

George  Rutherford  :  Live  in  Colbert  County,  twelve  miles  south  of  Cherokee; 
know  Mr.  Dnce  Lindsay.  On  the  15th  of  the  last  August  I  was  at  Mr.  D.  Lindsay's ; 
staid  there  the  night  of  the  15th ;  slept  with  Duce  Lindsay  in  the  side  room  by  the 
counting-room ;  went  to  bed  between  9  and  10  o'clock ;  slept  with  him  in  the  same 
bed;  it  was  about  day-light  when  I  woke  him  up ;  I  was  nwoke  once  during  the  night 
and  Mr.  Lindsay  was  in  bed  then ;  do  not  know  how  far  from  there  to  Newport.  Mr. 
Keal  Garmin  slepF there  that  night;  was  staying  at  Mr.  Lindsay's  ever  since  the  5th 
August;  slept  with  him  every  night  up  to  the  time  he  came  to  Huntsville,  except  on 
Saturday  nights.  I  slept  in  same  bed  when  he  came  to  Huntsville.  I  am  not  ac- 
quainted with  Henderson^  his  character  in  the  neighborhood  where  I  live  is  a  bad 
reputation.  I  do  not  think  he  has  a  good  character  as  a  truthful  and  a  responsible 
man.  I  am  certain  that  I  slept  there  on  the  15th.  Mr.  Holseapple  and  Mr.  Malono — 
have  not  been  acquainted  with  them  long.  Mr.  Lindsay  has  as  good  a  character  as 
any  man  within  my  knowledge  in  that  county.  Mr.  Holseapple's  and  Mr.  Malone's 
characters  are  the  same,  as  good  as  any  man.  I  do  not  think  I  would  believe  Hender- 
son on  oath,  from  a  kpowledge  of  his  general  character ;  his  reputation  is  bad,  from 
good  autliority,  Mr.  Garmin  slept  in  an  adjoining  room ;  had  slept  there  three  or  four 
nights. 

Cross-examination: 

I  live  twelve  miles  ftom  Cherokee ;  live  in  Colbert  County ;  went  there  on  the  5th; 
am  working  there.  I  slept  every  night,  except  Saturday  nights,  in  the  same  bed  with 
him  up  to  and  after  the  15th.  Do  not  know  what  time  I  woke  up.  Went  to  sleep  again 
and  did  not  wake  up  until  about  daylight.  Had  no  horse  there.  I  was  not  out  myself 
that  night.  Heard  of  Henderson's  character  before  this  affair.  He  lived  at  Allsborough 
awhile  with  Mr.  Harris.  I  was  not  acquainted  witiii  him  then.  It  was  some  two  years 
ago.  I  heard  Mr.  Harris  and  others.  I  do  not  remember,  speak  of  his  character.  Mr. 
Woodfin,  for  another ;  Robert  Woodfin. 

GEORGE  S.  RUTHERFORD. 

Neal  Garvon  :  I  live  in  luka,  Mississippi.  Have  been  in  Colbert  off  and  on  since 
August  10.  Worked  there  on  tne  night  of  the  15th.  I  slept  in  Mr.  Lindsay's  back 
room.  Mr.  Duce  Lindsay  and  Mr.  Rutherford  slept  in  side  room.  The  door  was  onen 
all  night.  Went  to  bed  between  9  and  10  o'clock,  as  near  as  I  can  remember.  Mr. 
Dace  Lindsay  went  to  his  room  and  pulled  off  his  clothes.    I  got  up  next  mQrning  at 
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good  daylight,  and  he  was  there  then.  I  was  going  ont  of  the  window  when  tbej 
were  putting  on  their  clothes.  Do  not  know  how  far  it  is  to  Newport.  Do  not  know 
Henderson.  Enow  nothing  of  his  character.  Knew  Mr.  Lindsay  and  Holseapple  fonr 
years.  Thave  not  known  any  harm  or  anything  wrone  about  ^ly  of  them.  They  are 
Just  as  respectable  as  any  men  in  Colbert  County,  i  saw  Mr.  Dace  Lindsay  and  Mr. 
Kutberford  putting  on  their  clothes  on  the  morning  of  the  16th.  I  saw  them  throagh 
the  door  as  I  went  to  the  window. 

his    • 
NEAL  +  GARVON. 
mark. 

Witness :  Jambs  M.  Edgar. 

Alexander  Malonb:  Live  in  Colbert  County;  am  the  father  of  William  Ualone; 
and  have  known  Mr.  Holseapple  and  Mr.  Lindsay  for  several  years.  Their  character 
is  as  good  as  any  man  in  Colbert  County.  From  my  knowledge  of  William  Henderson, 
I  would  not  believe  him  on  oath.  WUliam  Malone  lives  in  the  same  house  with  me. 
On  the  night  of  the  15th  August  William  Malone  was  at  home.  Generally  go  to  bed  at 
8  or  9  o'clock  at  nicht.  His  little  boy  was  verv  unwell  at  that  time,  and  he  and  bis 
wife  were  frequently  up  during  that  night.  I  heard  them  talking.  There  was  a  hall 
between  our  rooms ;  do  not  remember  it  particularly  that  night.  His  child  was  in  snch 
a  condition  that  it  required  attention  dnriuff  the  ni^ht.    From  Lindsay's  store  to  New- 

Sort  it  is  little  over  six  miles:  from  my  house,  Newport,  two  and  a  half  miles;  to 
alvin  Goodloe's,  three  miles.  I  am  satisfied  that  it  was  before  and  about  and'^iiter 
the  15th  his  child  was  sick  and  required  attention.  He  would  have  to  come  into  Uie 
haU  to  pass  from  his  room.  The  bolt  makes  a  great  deal  of  noise,  and  has  waked  me 
op  frequently. 

Cross-examination : 

Have  no  particular  recollection  that  night  about  going  to  bed.  HaU  between  my 
room  and  his.  There  are  windows  in  the  room  that  went  outside.  I  have  known  Heo> 
derson  since  January  or  February  twelve  months  ago.  He  came  to  my  house  to  work, 
and  worked  until  Christmas.  Had  a  difficulty  with  my  son  in  getting  to  a  settlement 
Henderson  is  a  bad  character.    Often  heard  men  speak  of  his  chaiaoter. 

ALEX.  MALONE. 

Jambs  Carter  :  I  live  at  Mr.  Malone's — ^Mr.  William  and  Samuel  Malon^s.  Lived 
there  nearly  two  years.  Was  in  Mr.  Malone's  yard  on  the  15th  August.  Remember 
the  night  when  Henderson  was  taken  out.  Went  to  bed  between  S  and  10  o'clock. 
Got  up  half  an  hour  before  day.  Was  up  two  or  three  times.  Heard  the  dogs  barking 
and  making  a  good  deal  of  noise.  I  have  charge  of  the  horses.  Had  them  locked  up 
during  the  night  of  the  15th ;  had  the  key  in  my  pocket.  Saw  Mr.  Malone  about 
midnight ;  saw  a  light  in  his  room ;  saw  him  in  the  room,  waiting  on  his  child,  about 
midnight ;  saw  him  when  I  got  up ;  he  was  still  there.  His  child  '^fas  still  sick ;  sick 
afterward.    I  worked  on  the  road  once  with  Henderson.    He  spoke  of  some  men  being 

Seat  enemies  of  his,  and  he  was  goine  to  have  spite  out  of  them.  He  mentioned  Mr. 
alone's  name  as  one.  Henderson's  character  is  not  very  good,  from  the  way  he  has 
acted  with  me  and  others.  He  is  a  man  that  don't  like  to  see  others  do  well.  He 
stands  well  with  some  of  his  own  people,  and  with  others  he  don't.  Heard  him  talked 
about  a  great  deal. 

Cross-examination : 

Live  at  William  Malone's ;  have  had  no  difficulty  with  Henderson,  except  some 
cross  words  once.  I  have  heard  him  having  difficulty  down  below  "  Fossick  equare  ^ 
with  some  men.  I  have  no  pr^ndice  a^inst  him ;  never  carried  a  pistol  for  him  or  any 
other  man.  Remember  particularlv  that  on  Tuesday  night  was  up  at  midnight ;  the 
dogs  kept  up  snich  a  barking  in  tjbe  lot  that  I  thought  that  there  was  something  goins 
on.  I  found  a  strange  dog  was  what  they  were  barking  at.  He  came  to  my  room  asS 
asked  for  the  key  to  get  ms  horse,  as  he  was  going  to  town.  I  learnt  on  Sunday  that 
night  was  the  15th  August.  I  am  always  asking  questions  in  regard  to  the  da^y  of  the 
month.  I  got  up  on  Monday  momins  an  hour  to  da^.  Did  not  teU  Mr.  Henderson 
that  Mr.  Malone  had  given  me  a  bottle  of  whisky  to  raise  a  fuss  with  him :  did  not  tell 
it  to  him  working  on  the  road.  Did  not  tell  him  that  he  ha4  given  Jack  bement  and 
Charles  Hamilton  some  cigars  before  Mr.  Newsom's. 

his 
JAMES  +  CARTER. 

Witness :  James  M.  Edgar.  J 

William  Mathews  :  Live  in  Colbert  County ;  live  at  Mr.  Newsom's.  Know  Wilfisn 
Henderson ;  had  a  conversation  on  the  road ;  heard  him  say  if  he  ooold  get  a  portr 
of  men  like  himself  and  kill  out  all  the  God  damned  white  men  and  yellow  ak' 
gers,  the  State  would  be  better  than  it  is.    Albert  Goodloe  was  there.    Heodoaon  tei 
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got  no  cbaracter  "with  either  irhite  or  black.    From  my  knowledge  of  bis  general 
character,  I  woakl  believe  nothing  he  would  say. 

Cross-examination : 

Albert  Goodloe,  and  Smith,  Frank  Taylor,  (white  man,)  he  worked  at  Mr.  Rankins's. 
These  are  all  I  know  heard  the  expression.  Think  there  were  twenty-five  or  thirty  men 
that  heard  that ;  can't  remember  the  names  of  any  others ;  Joe  Greenhill  was  not 
there ;  Wash.  Kewsom  was  not  there ;  Frank  Davis  was  there  working  in  the  party ; 
it  was  spoken  on  Wednesday,  the  same  day  that  Henderson  and  Smith  had  made  up 
a  plot  to  strike  me  with  a  pick.  I  worked  with  the  white  men.  Tliis  was  between 
Mr.  Holseapple's  and  Mr.  Kewsom's  places.  I  was  passing  by  on  a  horse  at  the  time, 
carrying  it  to  the  overseer  of  the  road,  who  was  up  at  the  head  of  the  men. 

hifl 
WM.  +  MATHEWa 
mark. 
Witness:  James  M.  Edgar. 

Marion  Mathews  :  I  do  know  William  Henderson's  character.  Do  not  think  he 
is  nnder  good  character.    Woald  not  believe  him  on  oath. 

Cross-examination : 

I  don't  know  as  I  conld  name  any  particnlar  persons  that  spoke  of  his  charactfT ;  it 
was  his  conduct — his  chat  principally — what  he  said  about  other  people.  I  have  beard 
it  said  through  the  county  that  he  was  a  bad  man.  Heard  Mr.  Campbell  say  so. 
From  what  I  nave  seen  myself,  I  would  not  believe  him.  Have  heard  him  speaking  of 
Mr.  GkKxlloe  in  rough  ways.  I  am  acquainted  with  the  character  of  defendants; 
their  character  is  remarkably  good — as  good  as  any  man  in  Colbert  County. 

M.  F.  MATHEWS. 

Mr.  Woodfin:  Live  in  Colbert  County;  know  defendants;  know  them  to  have  a 
remarkably  good  character.  I  have  seen  Henderson ;  his  character  among  the  negroes 
Tvas  very  bad,  especiaUy  on  my  place  and  Mr.  Alexander's  place ;  they  came  to  us  and 
requested  us  not  to  allow  him  on  the  place,  as  he  was  a  villainous  liar ;  would  not  be- 
lieve him  under  oath.  I  live  two  miles  from  AUsborongh.  His  character  here  among 
vhite  and  black  is  very  bad. 

Cross-examination : 

Kever  had  him  employed ;  he  came  out  to  my  place  some  five  or  six  times,  until  the 
negroes  requested  me  to  make  him  quit  coming  tnere.  He  tried  to  hire  to  me ;  hu  was 
then  living  at  Mr.  Harris's :  he  said  Mr.  Harris  was  giving  him  $12 ;  I  ofiered  him  the 
same:  Harris  told  me  that  ne  said  that  he  was  offer^  $15. 

ROBERT  WOODFIN. 

Mr.  Hobton:  iAye  in  Colbert  County,  and  am  not  acauainted  with  Holseapple 
and  Malone,  but  know  Mr.  Lindsay  for  many  years ;  his  character  is  good.  I  know 
Henderson;  known  him  from  1869;  his  general  character  is  bad  among  both  black 
and  white ;  would  not  believe  him  on  oatn. 

Cross-examination : 

He  lived  at  my  house ;  he  lived  with  me ;  he  staid  there  about  four  months,  or  a 
little  longer ;  run  off  every  two  or  three  days ;  tried  to  do  him  some  good ;  when  he 
left  the  neighborhood  for  good  I  never  heard  of  him  until  I  met  Mm  on  the  railroad. 

his 
AZARANA  +  HORTON. 
mark. 
Witness :  Jambs  M.  Edgar. 

M.  A.  Campbell  :  I  live  in  Colbert  County,  in  the  Northens,  six  miles  from  Cherokee ; 
Is  now  the  defendants;  know  their  general  character;  it  is  remarkably  good;  know 
"William  Henderson  two  vears  last  April ;  know  his  general  character ;  it  is  remarkably 
"bad ;  would  not  believe  him  on  oath. 

Cross-examination : 

I  live  four  miles  from  where  he  did  live ;  think  Henderson  came  to  our  house  in  April 

or  May  a  year  aco ;  never  heard  of  his  being  sworn  in  court ;  he  seemed  to  have  a 

falling  out  with  ul  the  blacks ;  to  row  a  skiff  m>m  ^e  middle  of  the  river  to  the  bank, 

nnd  fasten  it,  would  probably  take  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  suppose  the  river  to  be  half 

A  mile  wide. 

M.  A.  CAMPBELL. 

Doctor  DmiEWti 

QuMiUm.  How  long  would  it  take  a  man  to  drown  under  water? 
Answer.  A  minute  or  a  minute  and  a  hidf ;  I  think  it  would  be  impossible  to  stay 
Txnder  water  ten  minutes  and  struggle  out. 
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HuNTSVUXB,  Alabama,  October  9, 1871. 
JOHN  CALVIN  GOODLOE  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q^€8tion,  State  yonr  place  of  residence  f 

Answer,  Colbert  Connty^  Alabama.    My  post-office  is  Barton,  Alabama. 

Question,  Are  you  acquainted  with  a  colored  man  of  the  name  of  William  Hendenout 

Answer,  Yes^sir. 

Question,  Did  he  ever  live  upon  your  place? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  At  what  time?  v 

Answer.  From  the  9th  of  February  to  the  13th  of  August,  1^71. 

Question,  You  may  state  what  was  his  character  for  truth  and  veracity. 

Answer,  I  have  testified,  as  I  am  willing  to  testify  now,  that  he  was  an  ordinacy 
neero  of  common  character— neither  remarkable  for  v«»oily,  nor  did  he  have — 
well,  he  never  told  me  a  lie  in  his  life,  that  I  know  of.  I  took  him  to  be  a  negro  of 
ordinary  character. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Your  testimony  (referring  to  the  record  attached  to  the  testimony  of  L.  W. 
Day,  on  trial  of  Holseapple,  Malone,  and  Lindsay)  was :  '^  His  character  is  as  good  aa 
ordinary  negroes.  From  all  I  have  heard  speak  of  him,  I  consider  his  character  like 
that  of  anyother  negro.'' 

Answer.  That  is  it.  « 

By  the  CHAntMAir : 

Question.  How  is  his  general  moral  character? 

Answer.  It  was  average.    It  was  not  bad,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Was  he  an  industrious  man  ? 

Answer.  He  was  a  very  industrious  man  to  labor — one  of  the  best  hands  I  had 
hired.    That  was  his  character  in  that  neighborhood. 

Question.  State  whether  you  are  acquainted  with  M.  A.  Campbell,  sometimes  called 
Dick  Campbell. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  Dick  Campbell  very  well.    He  lives  within  six  miles  of  me. 

Question.  State  whether  you  refer  to  the  same  Campbell  who  was  called  against 
Henderson  to  prove  his  bad  character  on  the  examination  held  before  Mr.  Day,  the 
commissioner. 

Answer.  The  same  Campbell. 

Question.  What  have  you  heard  Mr.  Campbell  say  in  relation  to  Henderson's  charac- 
ter as  a  moral  man,  or  as  a  negro  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  Campbell  make  this  remark :  ''You  have  got  Henderson  ?"  I  said, 
"Yes,  I  have  hii-ed  Henderson."  He  said,  ''He  will  make  one  of  the  best  hands yoa 
ever  had.  He  is  one  of  the  best  hands  I  ever  had  on  my  place,  but  ho  is  a  great 
rascal,''  or  "  he  is  a  great  runabout."    That  was  the  word. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  in  relation  to  any  outra^  being  committed  on  Hende^ 
sou  about' the  15th  of  August,  1871,  by  a  band  of  disguised  men  ? 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  of  a  disguised  band  doing  anything  to  Henderson.  I  am 
satisfied  from  the  circumstances  and  evidence  that  I  saw  that  Henderson  was  En- 
Kluxed,  or  dealt  very  roughly  with,  but  I  did  not  see  who  did  it.  I  do  not  know 
whether  they  were  disguised  or  not.  I  did  not  see  the  party.  I  only  saw  the  signs  of 
the  damage. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  to  the  sub-committee  whether  you  saw  Henderaon 
upon  the  morning  succeeding  the  time  when  it  was  sJleged  that  he  was  Ku-Kliixed. 

Answer.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  you  will  let  me  state  the  circumstances  connected  witii  it, 
I  think  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  committee. 

Question.  Very  well,  proceed  in  your  own  way. 

Answer.  There  is  a  good  d^  to  make  you  understand  it,  that  would,  perhaps,  be  uadesB, 
but  I  will  start  at  Tuesday  morning,  on  the  15th.  Henderson  came  to  me  and  told  me 
that  his  wife  had  come  to  my  house  to  work.  I  told  him  to  take  his  wife  and  go  away ; 
that  she  was  annoying  me.  I  was  in  the  act  of  moving  off,  going  to  Tuscumbiab  on  hocse- 
back,  and  I  came  bacK.  He  told  me  he  would  take  my  advice ;  that  his  wife  nad  sivea 
considerable  trouble,  and  would  go  to  Eastport,  Mississippi,  and  so  out  of  the  State.  I  tdd 
him  I  would  settle  with  him  in  tiae  morning — it  was  late  then.  He  went  off,  as  I  Uioufi^^ 
to  fix  up  before  going  away.  I  came  out  on  my  porch  about  11  o'clock;  the  dockhad 
struck  before  I  left  the  roomi  It  was  a  warm  night.  Henderson  came  up  to  the  door, 
and  said :  "  Master,  if  you  are  willing,  I  will  not  go  away ;  Patience  has  got  me  awv 
from  several  homes,  and  this  is  the  beet  home  J  ever  had ;  I  will  go  to  Doctor  Cross,  and 
get  her  to  come  and  get  her  things  and  go  away."  I  told  him  she  could  stay,  bat  I  saU 
to  him,  "  You  are  in  danger  of  being  Ku-Kluxed."  Some  of  these  parties,  accused 
siuco  of  Ku-Klnxing  him,  had  threatened  his  life,  he  stated,  and  he  had  hadjUxa 
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bound  over  to  keep  the  peace.  I  told  him  I  thought  he  had  better  go  away,  bat  he 
might  stay.  He  was  a  good  hand  and  got  very  reasonable  wages.  He  came  aiter  crop 
season  commenced.  I  said.  ^^  Yon  take  the  Nellie  mule  and  go  to  Doctor  Cross,  and  tell 
him  to  come  and  see  my  little  child,  and  bring  your  wife.  You  can  ride  the  mule.'' 
He  went  off  to  his  room.  At  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  I  waked  np ;  sent  oiit  a  little 
boy  to  see  if  Henderson  had  made  for  the  Doctor's.  He  reported  that  he  had  been  gone 
a  long  time.  It  occurred  to  me  that  Henderson  had  taken  my  mule  and  had  her 
hitched  out  all  night.  I  sent  to  know  when  he  went.  The  old  man  where  he  lived 
said,  "  two  or  three  honrs  ago."  I  did  not  think  anything  more  about  it  until  nearly 
sunrise,  when  Henderson  came  in  near  where  I  was  working  in  my  garden.  He  came 
np  back  of  the  garden.  He  was  entering  the  yard,  and  was  attracted  to  the  earden  by 
me,  and  motioned  me  to  come  out.  I  thought  he  had  some  message  from  the  doctor. 
As  soon  as  I  got  up  to  him,  I  saw  that  he  was  perfectly  wet  and  looked  very  badly — as 
though  he  had  been  badly  drank  or  drowned.  I  asked  him  where  the  doctor  was. 
He  said  "Don't you  know  the  men  carried  me  away  last  night?"  I  told  him  "No." 
He  appeared  astonished.  Without  saying  a  word  more,  I  caSed  a  little  boy,  and  told 
him  to  take  my  horse  and  go  for  the  doctor,  and  tell  him  during  the  day  to  call  there. 
Then  I  returned  to  Henderson,  and  said,  "  Don't  you  tell  me  no  cook  and  bull  story.  If 
you  have  been  thrown  into  the  river,  give  me  the  evidence.  I  know  the  place,  and  I  will 
see."  He  said  he  could  do  it.  That  was  a  very  dustv  time  of  the  year.  He  told  me  I 
could  see  his  tracks  from  his  house  in  my  yard  down  to  the  corner  of  the  orchard. 
He  said  they  started  west  there,  and  concluded  to  go  to  the  railroad  south  to  where 
they  stopped  for  a  palaver,  and  he  said  I  could  see  the  tracks  there.  He  said 
there  were  five  men,  he  being  the  sixth ;  that  on  the  road  to  the  river  I  could  see  the 
tracks  though  there  was  much  travel  on  it.  He  told  me  that  at  a  quarter  on 
my  place,  at  Eagin's  house,  where  they  drank  whisky,  they  spilled  it,  and  cursed 
about  the  spilling.  He  said,  if  I  went  on  to  Newsome's  well,  I  could  see  the 
sign  again,  and  after  I  had  passed  his  gin-house  I  could  see  the  tracks  to  the  south- 
west corner  of  Newsome's  field,  where  the  four  horses  were  hitched :  that  they 
had  two  horses  that  dunged  while  he  was  there,  and  they  had  built  a  little  fire  as  big 
as  this,  (he  showing  by  ms  hands,  as  if  holding  it  in  his  hands.)  He  said  that  four  got 
on  the  horses  there,  and  one  walked  behind  holding  the  rope  that  he  was  tied  with,  and 
went  to  the  Newport  road.  He  said  that  on  the  first  corner  of  the  fence,  on  the  New- 
some  side,  where  the  briars  give  out  they  stop;ped  and  pushed  him  on  the  fence,  cross- 
ing it.  He  said  that  if  I  would  go  on  to  the  nver,  I  could  see  where  they  |>ut  him  in  a 
boat,  not  a  dug-out,  but  made  of  plank ;  that  they  poled  him  up  the  river  with  a 
long  stick  that  had  bark  on  it  and  that  was  crooked  j  that,  about  one  hundred  yards 
above  the  mouth  of  the  creek  that  entered  into  the  nver,  I  could  see  where  he  came  out 
by  a  log  on  the  bank  and  puked.  He  also  stated  who  saw  him  coming  home,  a  Mr. 
Brown.  I  got  my  breakfast  soon  after,  and  without  saying  to  him  that  I  was  going,  I 
went  to  the  river  in  the  first  place  and  saw  tracks.  I  could  tell  his  track,  for  he  was 
barefooted.  I  could  see  his  track  where  he  came  out  of  the  water  for  ten  feet  under 
the  water.  I  could  see  the  print  of  his  fingers  and  his  knees  in  the  mud  as  he  came  out 
on  all-fours.  I  saw  where  he  fell  down  on  the  bank.  There  was  the  impression  of  the 
cloth  seams  of  his  breeches.  I  could  see  where  he  had  moved  a  little  up  the  bank  and 
puked.  There  was  the  evidence  there  on  the  ground.  He  had  thrown  up  considerable 
amount  of  watermelon  seeds  and  peach-peelings.  I  followed  his  track  homeward  and 
around.  I  found  the  tracks  at  the  well,  at  the  corner  of  the  orchard,  found  the  horse 
tracks,  the  hitching-places,  the  dung,  tne  little  fire,  the  place  where  they  put  him  on 
the  fence,  and  had  moved  the  top  rails  in  doing  so.  I  saw  tfa^  dust  on  the  rails,  which 
looked  like  a  barefooted  person  had  stepped  on  the  fence,  and  at  the  river,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  creek,  there  was  a  crooked  pole  with  bark  ou  it.  I  then  came  home  and  told  him 
to  get  away  as  soon  as  he  could,  for  I  knew  he  would,  be  killed  if  he  did  not,  as  these 
men  had  been  satisfied  that  they  had  finished  him. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  marks  of  the  rope  on  his  person! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  an  indentation  in  his  left  arm,  showing  that  a  third  or 
half  of  the  rope  bad  been  buried  in  it ;  and  he  was  a  bony  negro  too.  He  said  his  hands 
were  tied  behind  him,  but  he  thought  he  got  loose  through  his  hands.  The  mark  on 
his  right  arm  and  wrist  looked  as  if  it  was  made  by  rolling — as  if  it  had  been  made  by 
the  rope  rolling.  There  is  no  doubt,  in  my  mind,  of  his  having  been  put  in  the  river. 
The  signs  of  which  he  had  told  me  were  found  exactly  as  he  stated.  I  never  saw  any- 
thing so  completely  perfect  in  my  life.  I  asked  him  how  he  had  come  to  notice  things 
so  particularly,  and  he  said  they  had,  when  they  called  him,  asked  him  to  go  out  and 
hunt  Cater,  who  had  killed  a  man,  and  they  made  out  they  were  trying  to  find  him ; 
that  they  afterward  said,  when  they  got.him  down  there,  that  they  were  going  to  put 
him  across  the  river,  but  not  hurt  him.  He  said  he  did  not  then  think  that  they  would 
hurt  him ;  that  he  thought  about  it  all  the  time,  and  noticed  them  particularly.  He 
said  they  drank ;  that  they  had  vails  over  their  faces,  and  they  put  up  their  vails  fre- 
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queDtly  to  drink;  and  that  tbev  lighted  their  cigars  in  his  presence  xdth  Incifbr 
matches.  Ho  did  not  state  then,  but  when  I  came  back  he  told  me,  who  they  were.  I 
did  not  think  to  ask  him  at  first  who  they  were.  I  am  satisfied  I  heard  them  when 
they  took  him  off.  It  was  between  1  and  2  o'clock.  I  heard  them  knocking  there, 
but  I  thought  that  it  was  him  fixing  up  his  wife's  plunder.  It  did  not  attract  my  at- 
tention. I  learned  afterward,  from  the  old  man  who  was  there,  that  they  did  make  a 
noise. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  How  many  of  the  parties  did  he  identify  f 

Jnstva\  Three  positively. 

Question,  Who  were  they  ? 

Answer,  Jauies  Holseapple,  William  L.  Maloue,  and  C.  C.  Lindsay— commonly  called 
Duce  Lindsay. 

Question,  Did  these  persons  live  in  that  neighborhood  f 

Ansujer,  Yes, sir;  near  Cherokee. 

Question,  Had  he  had  any  trouble  with  William  Malone  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  caused  William  Malone  to  go  before  the  justice  of  the  peaee 
to  make  a  settlement  with  him  for  his  last  year's  work,  and  William  Malone  had  threat- 
ened him,  so  he  stated,  and  he  had  William  Malone  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace. 

Question,  Did  he  describe  what  they  did  with  him  when  they  took  him  into  the  skiff 
in  the  river  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  State  to  the  committee  all  that  he  said  on  that  subject. 

Answer,  He  said  that  one  went  into  the  skiif  first.  Thej^  made  him  get  in  second. 
There  was  one  behind  and  two  before  him— three  in  the  skiff;  that  they  poled  up  two 
or  three  hundred  yards  and  then  out.  It  was  in  the  night,  and  it  looked  to  be  pretty 
nearly  half-way  across,  when  one  said,  ''I  am  tired  of  pulling  the  skiff;  let  this 
damned  nigger  wade  across ;  it  is  .shallow ; "  and  with  that  the  captain  told  them  to 
heave  him  out,  and  they  heaved  him  out,  with  his  hands  tied  behind  him  and  the  rope 
on  his  left  le^. 

Question.  Did  he  say  anything  about  a  paddle  being  put  on  him  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  may  state  what  he  said. 

Answer,  He  said  he  commenced  begging  them  not  to  throw  him  out,  but  one  of  them 
threw  him  out,  and  put  a  paddle  on  his  neck  and  suuk  him ;  that  he  went  down,  and 
when  he  rose  he  could  not  see  them ;  that  he  heard  them  talking,  and  saw  them  on 
the  bank. 

Question,  Who  did  he  say  was  the  captain  of  the  party  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember.  I  think  the  captain  was  one  he  did  not  swear  to  posi- 
tively—did not  identify.  I  do  not  know  that  I  asked  him  that  question- 1  do  not  ro- 
member. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Is  the  water  deep  there  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  men  who  took  him  out  knew  when  they  took  him  to  the  deep 
channel.  The  steamboat  channel  is  out  about  two  hundred  yards  or  more.  In  the 
middle  he  could  have  waded ;  in  fact,  he  could  have  waded  out  by  himself  within  the 
width  of  this  house  if  he  had  known  the  way ;  but  there  is  a  bar  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  from  the  month  of  that  creek,  and  there  is  deep  water.  It  is  twenty 
feet  deep  in  places.  ' 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  it  that  deep  in  the  place  he  describes  as  where  he  was  thrown  in  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  ten  or  twenty  feet  deep,  I  would  say.  It  is  where  we  fish  witii  the 
trot-line,  which  you  know,  Mr.  Beck,  is  always  in  deep  water. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  tell  Mr.  Day,  the  commissioner,  that  negroes  had  no  souls? 

Answer,  Not  to  my  recollection.  I  do  not  remember  it.  I  have  seen  some  that  I 
thought  had  very  little,  and  some  I  thought  had  more  than  some  white  men  I  have 
had,  a  great  deal. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  make  that  remark  to  any  one  unless  in  Jest  f 

Answer,  Never  in  my  life.    It  is  not  my  belief,  if  it  is  so  reported  as  expressed  by  nM. 

Question,  I  will  ask  you  to  state  if  you  are  acquainted  with  a  colored  man  named 
Jordan  Wright  t 

Answej',  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What,  if  anything,  do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  fhym  knowledge 
derived  from  others,  in  relation  to  his  having  been  whipped  in  December  or  January 
last  t 

Ansicei\  Well,  I  know  Jordan  Wright.  He  was  raised  by  me.  He  taught  a  sdiool 
at  Cherokee  last  fall  and  winter,  and  I  know  from  general  report  that  he  was  whipped 
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by  men  in  disgnise  and  made  to  leave  the  country.  That  is  what  everybody  says,  and 
what  his  brother  told  me.    I  have  never  seen  the  negro  since. 

Question.  How  many  were  said  to  have  been  in  the  band  f 

Answer,  His  brother  told  me  there  were  twelve  or  thirteeni  and  another  negro,  who 
went  to  his  house,  told  me  there  were  seven. 

Questian.  What  was  Jordan  Wright's  alleged  offense  for  which  he  was  whipped  f 

Anstpcr,  The  alleged  offense  was  that  he  taught  school,  I  think,  and  they  did  not 
want  him  to  teach  a  school.  Some  boys  had  hid  the  key  to  his  school>house,  and  he 
reiK)rted  to  the  school  commissioner  that  they  had  locked  up  his  school-house,  and  he 
could  not  get  in.  They  reported  he  was  impudent  in  doing  this.  He  told  me  that  was 
all  he  bad  said.  The  superintendent  had  told  him  to  go  back,  and  when  he  got  back 
he  found  they  had  put  the  key  in  the  door.    That  is  the  on}y  difficulty  I  ever  heard  of. 

Qiteation,  What  sort  of  a  colored  man  is  he  f  / 

Answer.  A  very  respectable  colored  man ;  as  much  so  as  any  I  know.  He  was  raised 
right  in  my  neighborhood. 

QuetHon.  In  what  neighborhood  did  this  occur  f 

Answer.  Thirteen  miles  west  of  Tuscumbia,  on  Limestone  Boad,  la  Colbert  County. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Qu^tion.  What  was  the  date  f 
Answer.  Last  winter,  about  Christmas. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  say  he  left  that  neighborhood,  and  has  not  been  back  to  your  knowl- 
edge f 

Answer.  He  left,  but  he  has  been  back.  He  disappeared  until  recently.  He  is  now 
in  Tuscumbia,  at  his  brother's,  near  my  place.  He  has  been  working  on  an  island.  I 
asked  his  brother  why  he  went  there.  He  said  he  did  not  want  to  be  seen,  and  he 
went  there  to  work.  His  mother  lives  there.  The  impression  was  that  he  had  gone 
to  Mississippi,  or  somewhere  else. 

Question,  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  are  you  informed,  of  any  other 
violences  committed  by  men  banded  together  within  the  last  two  years,  in  your  section 
of  the  country  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not.  I  know  of  none  as  disguised  men,  or  men  banded  together  at 
night.    I  cannot  think  of  any. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  I  believe  you  have  planting  interests  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  effect  upon  the  labor  of  your  community  do  these  outrages  have  f 

Answer,  It  has  had,  in  my  honest  opinion,  a  good  effect  in  my  immediate  locality, 
because  the  negroes  have  behaved  better  there  than  anywhere  I  have  ever  heard  6t, 
or  better  than  could  be  expected.  I  have  thought  they  were  intimidated  by  this 
thing  at  the  start,  and  that  was,  perhaps,  one  of  the  causes  of  it.  The  status  of  the 
negro  in  my  neigliborhood,  in  my  opinion,  is  better  than  it  is  anywhere  else.  They  are 
^vorking  well  and  are  treated  well,  and  are  not  afraid  of  anybody,  I  think.  I  do  not 
think  they  are  afraid  of  being  Eu-Kluxed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  they  generally  vote  at  elections  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  have  not  voted  in  the  last  two  etbctions  much.  I  went  to 
the  election  on  purpose  to  see.  I  went  for  a  motive ;  I  wanted  a  friend  elected,  and  I 
v^ent  in  order  to  try  to  get  some  votes  for  him.  I  attended  that  precinct,  and  the  ne- 
^oes  did  not  vote,  but  thoy  told  me,  when  I  tried  to  get  them  to  vote,  that  it  was  not 
trom  intimidation  that  they  did  not  vote ;  that  they  were  not  afraid,  but  they  did 
not  know  what  they  were  voting.  Some  of  my  own  negroes  told  me  so.  I  owned  a 
good  many  before  the  war.  I  wanted  them  to  vote  for  a  man  for  sheriff,  and  I  thought 
tli^  were  afraid  when  they  would  not  do  it,  but  they  said  they  were  not ;  they  did  not 
understand  what  they  were  voting  for.  alf  the  negroes  are  intimidated  by  the  Ku- 
Klux  there  now,  they  do  not  express  it.  I  think  the  hanging  of  three  negroes  in  Tus- 
cumbia, three  years  ago,  had  the  effect  to  intimidate  them ;  but  in  Tuscumbia,  now, 
they  vote  to  a  man. 

Question.  Would  not  such  cases  as  William  Henderson's  and  Jordan  Wright's  naturally 
intimidate  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  think  they  looked  upon  that  as  a  personal  difficulty  between  these 
men  and  Henderson.    I  think  the  negroes  so  looked  upon  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  To  settle  that  personal  trouble  Henderson  resorted  to  law  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


640         CONDITION   OP  APFAIES  IN  THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Quetftion,  And  had  these  parties  bound,  over  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qu^tion.  Before  whom  f 

An8we)\  Before  Sqnire  G^een,  of  Toscambia,  and  one  of  them  went  np  volimtarily, 
without  any  evidence,  and  sabmitted  and  gave  bond.  He  said  he  was  gnUty,  and  had 
been  wrong,  and  sabmitted  a  bond,  so  I  understood.    I  was  not  there. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Queatum.  Do  yon  know  of  any  cases  of  conviction  and  punishment  for  outrages  by 
men  banded  together  and  disguised  in  this  secMon  of  country  1 
Antxoer,  I  do  not,  in  my  section. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Quesfton.  You  have  heard,  have  yon  not,  of  other  cases  in  this  section  of  the  State, 
where  disguised  men  have  taken  out  parties  and  whipped  them  at  night  f 

Ansvoer,  I  have  heard  of  one  case  recently  that  occurred  in  Limestone  County,  the 
only  case  I  can  think  of  now. 

Question,  What  case  f 

Answer.  It  is  a  case  in  which  a  man  named  Sam  Moore  was  put  in  jail  here. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Weir's  case  T     . 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  Weir,  when  I  see  him. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Qvtesiion.  Speaking  of  your  schools  in  that  section  of  the  State,  do  not  the  planters 
there  generally  favor  schools  for  freedmen  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QwstUm,  And  who  is  it  that  opposes  these  schools  f 

Answer,  A  rabble  of  trifling  men. 

Question,  What  kind  of  men  f 

Answer,  Poor  whites,  the  negroes  call  them.  They  thought  the  negroes  would  get  on 
an  equality  with  them  if  they  went  to  schooL  The  intelligent  men  have  buUt  school- 
houses  several  times,  and  encouraged  them. 

Question,  The  planters  find  it  to  their  interest  f 

Ansiwer.  Yes,  sir;  and  if  it  was  not  to  their  interest,  they  would  not  throw  obstacles 
in  their  way;  the  community  there  want  schools^  negro  schools  particularly;  that  is, 
the  good  part  of  the  population  do. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  schools  bein^  broken  up  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  There  is  a  trifling  negro  there,  with  not  as  much  sense  as  a  raiOf 
teaching  a  school,  and  he  is  unmolested ;  a  negro  that  gets  drunk  and  runs  about,  and 
is  generally  trifling.  On  account  of  this  outrage  the  people  have  turned  the  other 
way.  As  to  Ku-]Ouxes  going  about,  pretending  to  be  Ku-Elux,  in  my  own  opinicm 
there  is  no  Eu-Klux. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  an  organization  of  tha^kind  did  exist  in  this  portion  of 
the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  did,  three  years  ago,  and  the  best  people  of  the  country  were 
in  it. 

Question,  You  think  it  has  been  disbanded? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  for  two  years  or  more. 

Question,  And  bad  men  use  that  to  rob  and  commit  depredations? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  to  gratify  personal  grievances  and  spite. 

Question,  You  have  no  difficulty  in  executing^ the  law  here  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  In  my  opinion,  as  to  Eu<Kluxing,  a  very  sorry  class  of  people  get 
into  it,  and  they  will  swear  a  lie  to  prove  anything  tney  want  to. 

Question.  You  think  they  are  bound  together  bv  an  oath  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  do  not  know  about  their  oath  myself.  The  people  are  as 
much  disposed  to  enforce  the  law  in  North  Alabama  as  in  Massachusetts,  in  my  opin- 
ion ;  that  is,  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  connt^. 

Question,  But  there  is  a  difficulty  in  identifying  parties  who  commit  crime  in  ihe 
night  and  in  dis^ise  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  would  be  if  there  was  never  a  Eu-Elux. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Have  you  been  connected  with  the  court  as  foreman  of  the  grand  jury 
lately  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  your  experience  in  the  investigation  before  the  grand  jury,  as  to 
the  condition  of  your  county  f 

Answer.  I  have  been  foreman  of  a  grand  jury  twice,  four  courts  back,  and  the  last 
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